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Monday,  NoTember  2, 1812. 

The  aeeoDd  seMion  of  the  twelftb  Congress 
eommeneed  this  day  at  the  City  of  Washiogton, 
conformably  to  the  aet  passed  at  the  last  session, 
entitled  ''An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress ;"  and  the  Senate  assembled  in 
their  Chamber. 

PBBaBBT. 

Nicholas  Oilman  and  Cbaklbs  Ctrrra,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  from  Massachusetts. 

Chauncet  Qoodrich,  from  Connecticut. 

JcREBfiAH  B.  Howell,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Jonathan  Robinson,  from  Vermont. 

John  Lambert,  from  New  Jersey. 

Michael  Leib,  from  Pennsykania. 

OuTERBRiDGE  HoBSBT,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

Jesse  Franklin  and  James  Turner,  from 
North  Carolina. 

John  Oaillard,  from  Sooth  Carolina. 

William  H.  Crawford  and  Cbarlbs  Tait, 
from  Georgia. 

Qeorqe  W.  Campbell,  from  Tennessee. 

Thomas  WoRTBiJtoTONand  AlexanobrCamp* 
bbll,  from  Ohio* 

There  being  no  ^ttornm,  the  Senate  adjooraed 
till  to-morrow.  '' 


appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  notify 
him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assem- 
bled and  ready  to  receive  any  communicatioa 
that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

The  Senate  concurred  in  the  appointment  of 
a  joint  committee  on  their  part,  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  last  mentioned ;  and  Messrs.  Gaillarb^ 
and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  cona-. 
mittee. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  agreeably  to  the 
42d  role  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate. 
Messrs  Leib,  Franklin,  and  Greo«,  are  the 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  eaeh  Senator  be  supplied,  dor* 
ing  the  present  session,  with  three  such  newspa- 
pers printed  in  any  of  the  States  as  he  may  choose, 
provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at  the  usual 
rate  for  the  annuel  charge  of  such  papers :  and 
provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator  i^hall  choose 
to  take  any  newspapers  other  than  daily  papers^ 
he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many  such  papers  as 
shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 

Mr.  Qaillard  reported,  from  the  joint  eom« 
mittee,  that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  eommuni- 
cation  to  the  two  Houses  at  twelve  o'clock  to* 
morrow. 


Tuesday,  November  3. 

Andrew  Orb«o,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Jo«N  Taylor,  from  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  severally  attended. 

William  H.  Crawford,  President  j>ro  tempore, 
resumed  the  Chair. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  business^ 
The  House  have  appointed  a  comntittee  oa  their 


Wednesday,  November  4. 

Obadiah  German,  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  of  three 
members  were  appointed,  who,  with  three  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  said  House,  shall  have  the  direction  of  the^ 
money  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  books  sod. 
maps  for  the  use  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ; 
and  Messrs.  Leib,  Tait,  and  Campbell,  of  Ten-* 
nessee,  were  appointed  the  eoBsmtttee  on  tlie  part 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wortbinqton  submitted  the  following' 
motion  for  constdermtion : 

Hiwked,  That  Mo>an^oy  Sayly,  Doorkeeper  and 
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aatboriied  to  employ  one  assietant  and  two  honea,  for 
the  parpoae  of  perfonning  auch  daties  as  are  uaually 
required  by  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate ;  and  that 
the  anm  of  twenty-eight  dollara  be  allowed  him  weekly 
fi>r  that  purpose,  to  commence  with  and  reaiain  during 
the  present  session,  and  for  twenty  days  thereafter. 

Mr.  German  sabmitted  the  followiDg  motion 
for  coDsideratioD : 

Retohed,  That  two  Chaplains;  of  different  denomi- 
nations^ be  appointed  to  Congress  during  the  present 
session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregg,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed agreeably  to  the  22d  rule,  for  coodacting 
business  in  the  senate;  and  Messrs.  Robinson, 
Howell,  and  Gregg,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

FelloW'Citizeiu  of  the  Senate 

and  Houu  of  lUjfremntaiives  .• 

On  our  present  meeting,  it  is  my  first  duty  to  iuTite 
your  attention  to  the  providential  favors  which  our 
country  has  experienced,  in  the  unusual  degree  of 
health  dispensed  to  its  inhabitants,  and  in  the  rich 
abundance  with  which  the  earth  has  rewarded  the  la- 
bors bestowed  on  it.  In  the  successful  cultivation  of 
other  branches  of  industry,  and  in  the  progress  of  gen- 
eral improvement  favorable  to  the  national  prosperity, 
there  is  just  occasion,  also,  for  our  mutual  congratula- 
tions and  thankfulness. 

With  these  blessings  are  necessarily  mingled  the 
pressures  and  vidssitudes  incident  to  the  state  of  war, 
into  which  the  United  States  have  been  forced  by  Ae 
perseverance  of  a  foreign  Power  in  its  system  of  in- 
justice and  aggression. 

Previous  to  its  declaration,  it  was  deemed  proper,  as 
a  measure  of  precaution  and  forecast,  that  a  consider- 
able force  should  be  placed  in  the  Michigan  Territory, 
with  a  general  view  to  its  security,  and,  in  the  event 
of  war,  to  such  operations  in  the  uppermost  Canada 
as  would  intercept  the  hostile  influence  of  Great  Brit- 
ain over  the  savages,  obtain  the  command  of  the  Lake 
on  which  that  part  of  Canada  borders,  and  maintain 
co-operating  relations  with  such  forces  as  might  be 
most  conveniently  employed  against  other  parts.  Brig- 
adier General  Hull  was  charged  with  this  provisional 
■ervioe ;  having  under  his  command  a  body  of  troops 
composed  of  regulars  and  volunteers  from  the  State  of 
Ohio.  Having  reached  his  destination  after  his  know- 
ledge of  the  war,  and  possessing  discretionsiry  authority 
to  act  offensively,  he  passed  into  the  neigl^ring  ter- 
ritory of  the  enemy,  with  a  prospect  of  easy  and  vie* 
torious  progress.  The  expedition,  nevertheless,  termi- 
nated unfortunately,  not  only  in  a  retreat  to  the  town 
and  fort  of  Detroit,  but  in  the  surrender  of  both,  and 
of  the  gallant  corps  commanded  by  that  officer.  The 
ctfQses  of  this  painAil  reverse  will  be  investigated-  by  a 
milHaxy  tribunal. 

A  distinguishing  feature  in  the  operations  which 
precededand  followed  this  adverse  event,  is  the  use  made 
by  the  enemy  of  the  merciless  savages  under  their  in- 
fluence. Whilst  the  benevolent  policy  of  the  United 
States  invariably  recommended  peace  and  promoted 
dvilixation  among  that  wretched  portion  of  the  hu- 
man ace;  and  was  making  exertions  to  diasiiade 


them  from  taking  either  side  in  the  war,  the  ene- 
my has  not  scrupled  to  csU  to  his  aid  their  rath- 
less  ferocity,  armed  with  the  horrors  of  those  inatm- 
ments  of  csxnage  and  torture  which  are  known  to 
spare  neither  age  nor  sex.  In  this  outrage  against  the 
laws  of  honorable  war,  and  against  the  feelings  sacred 
to  humanity,  the  British  commanders  cannot  resort  to 
a  plea  of  retaliation ;  for  it  is  committed  in  the  face  of 
our  example.  They  cannot  mitigate  it,  by  calling  it  a 
self-defence  against  men  in  arms ;  for  it  embraces  the 
most  shocking  butcheries  of  defenceless  families.  Nor 
can  it  be  pretended  that  they  are  not  answerable  for 
the  [atrocities  perpetrated ;  since  the  savages  are  em- 
ployed with  a  knowledge,  and  even  with  menaces,  that 
their  fury  could  not  be  controlled.  Such  is  the  spec- 
tacle which  the  doNited  authorities  of  a  nation,  boast- 
ing its  religion  and  morality,  have  not  been  restrained 
from  presenting  to  an  enlightened  age. 

The  misfortune  at  Detroit  was  not,  however,  with- 
out a  consoling  effect.  It  was  followed  by  signal  proofs 
that  the  national  spirit  rises  according  to  the  pressure 
on  it.  The  loss  of  an  important,  post,  and  of  the  brave 
men  surrendered  with  it,  inspired  everywhere  new 
ardor  an4  determtnation.  In  the  States  and  districts 
lefiBt  remote,  it  was  no  sooner  known,  than  every  citi- 
zen was  ready  to  fly  with  his  arms,  at  once,  to  protect 
his  brethren  against  the  blood-thirs<^  savages  let  loose 
by  the  enemy  on  an  extensive  frontier,  and  to  convert 
a  partial  calamity  into  a  source  of  invigorated  efibrts. 
This  patriotic  zeal,  which  it  was  necessary  rather  to 
limit  than  excite,  has  embodied  an  ample  force  from 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  and  from  parts  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  It  is  placed,  with  the 
addition  of  a  few  regulars,  under  the  command  of  Brig- 
adier General  Harrison,  who  possesses  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-soldiers,  among  whom  are  citizens, 
riome  of  them  volunteers  in  the  ranks,  not  less  distin- 
guished by  their  political  stations,  than  by  their  per- 
sonal merits.  The  greater  portion  of  this  force  is  pro- 
ceeding on  its  destination,  towards  the  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory, having  succeeded  in  relieving  an  important 
frontier  post,  and  in  several  incidental  operations 
against  hostile  tribes  of  savages,  rendered  indispensable 
by  the  subserviency  into  which  they  had  been  seduced 
by  the  enemy ;  a  seduction  the  more  cruel,  as  it  could 
not  fail  to  impose  a  neeeosity  of  precautionary  severi- 
ties against  those  who  yielded  to  it. 

At  a  recent  date,  an  attack  was  made  on  a  post  of 
the  enemy  near  Niagara,  by  a  detachment  of  the  regu- 
lar and  other  forces,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Qeneral  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  militia  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  The  attack,  it  appears,  was  ordered  in 
compliai^ce  with  the  ardor  of  the  troops,  who  executed 
it  with  distinguished  gallantry,  and  were,  for  a  time, 
victorious;  but  not  receiving  the  expected  support, 
they  were  compelled  to  yield  to  reinforcements  of  Brit- 
ish regulars  and  savages.  Our  loss  has  been  consider- 
able, and  is  deeply  to  be  lamented.  That  of  the  enemy, 
leas  ascertained,  will  be  the  more  felt,  as  it  includes, 
among  the  killed,  the  Commanding  General,  who  was 
also  Governor  of  the  Province ;  and  was  sustained  by- 
veteran  troops,  from  inexperienced  soldiers,  who  must 
daily  improve  in  the  duties  of  the  field. 

Our  expectation  of  gaining  the  command  of  the 
Lakes,  by  the  invasion  of  Canada  firom  Detroit,  hav- 
ing been  disappointed,  measures  were  instantly  taken 
to  provide,  on  them,  a  naval  force  superior  to  that 
of  Uie  enemy.  From  the  talents  and  activity  of  the 
ofllcer  charged  with  this  object,  everything  that  can  be 
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done  may  b«  expected.  Should  tiiepreient  season  not 
admit  of  complete  snccess,  the  progress  made  -will  in- 
sore,  for  the  next,  a  naval  ascendency,  where  it  is  es- 
sential to  our  permanent  peace  with,  and  control  over, 
the  sarages. 

Among  the  incidents  to  the  measures  of  the  war,  t 
am  constrained  to  advert  to  the  refusal  of  the  Govern- 
ors of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  to  furnish  the 
required  detachments  of  militia  towards  the  defence  of 
the  maritime  frontier.  The  refusal  was  founded  on  a 
novel  and  unfortunate  exposition  of  the  provisions  of 
4he  Constitution  relating  to  the  militia.  The  corre- 
spondences which  will  be  before  you,  contain  the 
requisite  information  on  the  subject.  It  iB  obvious 
that,  if  the  authority  of  the  United  States  to  call  into 
service  and  command  the  militia  for  the  public  defence, 
can  be  thus  frustrated,  even  in  a  state  of  declared  war, 
and,  of  course,  under  apprehensions  of  invasion  pre- 
ceding war,  they  are  not  one  nation  for  the  purpose  most 
of  aU  requiring  it;  and  that  the  public  safety  may  have 
no  other  resource,  than  in  those  large  and  permanent 
military  establishments  which  are  forbidden  by  the 
principles  of  our  free  Crovernment,  and  against  the 
necessity  of  which  the  militia  were  meant  to  be  a  Con- 
stitutional bulwark.    . 

On  the  coasts,  and  on  the  ocean,  the  war  has  been 
as  successful  as  circumstances  inseparable  firqm  its 
<early  stages  could  promise.  Our  public  ships  and  pri- 
vate cruisers,  by  their  activity,  and,  where  there  was 
occasion,  by  their  intrepidity,  have  made  the  enemy 
sensible  of  the  difierence  between  a  reciprocity  of  cap- 
tures, and  the  long  confinement  of  them  to  their  side. 
Oar  trade,  with  little  exception,  has  safely  reached  our 
ports ;  having  been  much  favored  in  it  by  the  course 
pursued  by  a  squadron  of  our  frigates,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Rodgers,  And  in  the  instanoe 
in  which  skill  and  bravery  were  more  particularly 
tried  with  those  of  the  enemy,  the  American  flag  had 
an  auspicious  triumph.  The  frigate  Constitution, 
commanded  by  Captain  Hull,  afler  a  dose  and  short 
engagement,  compUteiy  disabled  and  captured  a  Brit^ 
ish  frigate ;  gaining  for  that  officer,  and  aU  on  board, 
a  praise  which  cannot  be  too  liberally  bestowed ;  not 
merely  for  the  victory  actually  achieved,  but  for  that 
prompt  and  cool  exertion  of  commanding  talents, 
which,  giving  to  courage  its  highest  character,  and  to 
the  force  applied  its  full  efiect,  proved  that  more  could 
have  been  done  in  a  contest  requiring  more. 

Anxious  to  abridge  the  evUs  from  which  a  state  of 
war  cannot  be  exempt,  I  lost  no  time,  after  it  was. de- 
clared, in  conveying  to  the  British  Government  the 
terms  on  which  its  progress  might  be  arrested,  without 
awaiting  the  delays  of  a  formal  and  final  pacification ; 
and  our  Charg^  d' Afiaires  at  London  was,  at  the  same 
time*  authorized  to  agree  to  an  armistice  founded  upon 
them.  These  terms  required  that  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil should  be  repealed  as  they  affiscted  the  United 
States,  without  a  revival  of  blockades  violating  ac- 
knowledged rules;  and  that  there  should  be  an  imma- 
diate  diadiarge  of  American  seamen  from  British  ships, 
and  a  stop  to  impressment  from  American  ships,  with 
an  understanding  that  an  exclusion  of  the  seamen  of 
aach  nation  from  the  ships  of  the  other  should  be  stipu- 
lated ;  and  that  the  armisUce  should  be  inpnoTed  into 
a  definitive  and  comprehensive  adjustment  of  depend- 
ing controversies.  Although  a  repeal  of  the  Orders 
SBSceptibls  of  expianatioiis  meeting  the  views  of  this 
Cbvemaieiit  had  taken  place  bafote  this  pacific  ad- 
▼ance  was  conmi|Bioated  to  that  of  Giaat  firilaiB«  tbe 


advance  was  deeKned,  from  an  avowed  repugnance  to 
a  suspension  of  the  practice  of  impressments  during 
the  armistice,  and  without  any  intimation  that  the  ar- 
rangement proposed,  with  respect  to  seamen,  would 
be  accepted.  Whether  the  subsequent  communica- 
tions from  this  Government,  affordmg  an  occasion  for 
reconsidering  tlie  subject,  on  the  part  of  Great  firitain, 
will  be  viewed  in  a  more  favorable  light,  or  received  in 
a  more  accommodating  spirit,  remains  to  be  known. 
It  would  be  unwise  to  relax  our  measures,  in  any  re- 
spect; on  a  presumption  of  such  a  result. 

The  documents  from  the  Department  of  State,  which 
relate  to  this  subject,  will  give  a  view  also  of  the  prop- 
ositions for  an  armistice,  which  have  been  received 
here,  one  of  them  from  the  authorities  at  Halifax  and 
in  Canada,  the  other  from  the  British  Government 
itself  through  Admiral  Warren ;  aixd  of  the  grounds 
on  which  neither  of  them  could  be  accepted. 

Our  affairs  with  France  retain  the  posturo  which 
they  held  at  my  last  communications  to  you.  Notp 
withstanding  the  authorized  expectations  of  an  eariy 
as  well  as  favorable  issue  to  the  discussions  on  foo^ 
these  have  been  procrastinated  to  the  latest  date.  The 
only  intervening  occurrence  meriting  attention,  is  the 
promulgation  of  a  French  decree  purporting  to  be  a 
definitive  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  This 
proceeding,  although  made  the  ground  of  the  repeal  of 
the  British  Orders  in  Council,  is  rendered,  by  the  time 
and  maiinei  of  it,  liable  to  many  objections. 

The  final  communications  firom  our  special  Minister 
to  Denmark,  afford  further  proofs  of  the  good  effects  of 
his  mission,  and  of  the  amicable  disposition  of  the  Da- 
nish Government.  From  Russia,  we  have  the  satis- 
faction to  receive  assurances  of  continued  friendships 
and  that  it  will  not  be  affected  by  the  rupture  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Sweden  also 
professes  sentiments  favorable  to  the  subsisting  har- 
mony. 

With  the  Barbary  Powers,  excepting  thatof  Algiers^ 
our  affairs  remain  on  tbe  ordinary  footing.  The  Con- 
sul General,  residing  with  that  Regency,  has  suddenly^ 
and  without  cause,  been  banishied,  together  with  ii 
the  American  citizens  found  there.  Whether  this  was 
the  transitory  eflfect  of  capricious  despotism,  or  the 
tot  act  of  predetcfmined  ho^tiiitv,  is  not  ascertained. 
Precautions  were  taken  by  the  Consui  on  the  latter 
sdippoeition. 

The  Indian  tribes,  not  under  foreign  instigations, 
remain  at  peace,  and  receive  the  civilizing  attentions 
which  have  proved  so  beneficdal  to  them. 

With  a  view  to  that  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  wer» 
to  which  our  national  fMulties  aro  adequate,  the  atten* 
tion  of  Congress  will  be  particularly  drawn  to  the  in- 
sufficiency of  existing  provisioits  for  filling  up  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment.  Such  is  the  happy  conditicm  of 
our  country,  arising  firom  the  fiusility  of  subsistence  and 
the  high  wages  for  every  species  of  occupation,  that* 
notwithstanding  the  augmented  inducements  provided 
at  the  last  session,  a  partial  success  only  has  attended 
the  reeruitiiig  service.  The  deficiency  has  been  ne- 
cessarily supplied  daring  the  campaign  by  other  thaa 
regular  troops,  with  all  the  inoonvemsnces  and  expense 
incident  to  them.  The  remedy  lies  in  eetablisfaiiigy 
more  favorably  for  the  private  soldier,  the  proportien 
between  his  lecmnpense  and  the  term  «f  his  enlist* 
ment  And  it  is  a  satgect  which  cannot  too  soon  or 
too  seriously  he  taken  into  consideration.^ 

The  eyme  insofficieaqr  has  been  evperieneed  in  the 
pnevisioiis  iir  Tolvnteers  jnade  by  an  act  eC  the  last 
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Mfrion.  The  reoompense  for.  the  eerrice  required  in 
this  case  is  still  less  attractiTe  than  in  the  other  And 
although  patriotism  alone  has  sent  into  the  field  some 
▼aluable  corps  of  that  description,  those  alone  who  can 
afford  the  sacrifice  can  be  reasonably  expected  to  yield 
to  that  impulse. 

It  will  merit  consideration,  also,  whether,  as  aux« 
iliary  to  ^e  security  of  our  frontiers,  corps  may  not  be 
advantageously  organized,  with  a  restriction  of  their 
services  to  particular  districts  convenient  to  them. 
And  whether  the  local  and  occasional  services  of  ma- 
riners and  others  in  the  seaport  towns,  under  a  similar 
organisation,  would  not  be  a  provident  addition  to  the 
zneans  of  their  defence. 

I  recommend  a  provision  for  an  increase  of  the  gen«> 
eral  officers  of  the  Army,  the  deficiency  of  which  has 
been  illustrated  by  the  number  and  distance  of  sepa- 
rate commands,  which  the  course  of  the  war  and  the 
advantage  of  the  service  have  required. 

And  I  cannot  press  too  strongly  on  the  earliest  at- 
tention of  the  Legislature,  the  importance  of  the  rieor- 
ganization  of  the  staff  establishment,  with  a  view  to 
render  more  distinct  and  definite  the  relations  and  re- 
sponsrbiHties  of  its  several  departments.  That  there 
IS  room  for  improvements  which  will  material^  pro- 
mote both  economy  and  success,  in  what  appertains  to 
the  Army  and  the  war,  is  equally  inculcated  by  the 
examples  of  other  countries,  and  by  the  experience  of 
0Qr  own. 

A  revision  of  the  militia  laws  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering fhem  more  systematic,  and  better  adapting  them 
io  the  emergencies  of  the  war,  is,  at  this  time,  particu- 
larly desirable. 

Of  the  additional  ships  authorized  to  be  fitted  for 
service,  two  will  be  shortly  ready  to  sail ;  a  third  is  un- 
der repair,  and  delay  will  be  avoided  in  (he  repair  of 
the  residue.  Of  the  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 
materials  for  ^ip  building,  the  greater  port  has  been 
applied  to  that  obiect,  and  the  purchase  will  be  con- 
Ibiued  with  the  balance. 

The  enterprisiQg  spirit  whidi  has  ehsraoterized  our 
nav«l  force,  and  its  success,  both  in  restraining  insults 
and  depredations  on  our  coasts,  and  in  reprisals  on  the 
enemy,  will  not  fiiil  to  recommend  an  enlargement 

4Xfit. 

There  being  reesoo  to  believe  that  tbe  act  prohibii' 
isg  the  aoceptanee  of  British'  lieeaaes  i*  not  a  sufllcient 
guard  against  the  use  of  them  for  purposes  favorable 
to  the  intevests  and  views  of  the  enemy,  ftirther  pro- 
viaions  on  that  subject  are  highly  important.  Nor  is 
it  less  so,  that  penal  enactmenta  should  be  provided 
for  caees  of  eonrapt  and  perfidious  intereouzse  with  the 
enemy,  not  amounting  to  treeson,  nor  yet  embraced 
by  any  statntary  proviaione. 

A  oonsiderable  number  of  Amerkaik  vessels  which 
were  in  England  when  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Gouneil  took  place,  were  laden  vrith  British  nanufhe- 
ttures,  under  an  erroneous  impression  that  the  non- 
importation act  would  immediately  cease  to  operate, 
and  have  arrived  in  the  United  States.  It  did  not  ap- 
|0ar  proper  to  ezerdse,  on  unforeseen  oases  of  such 
magmtnde,  the  ordinary  powers  vested  in  the  Treasury 
Department  to  mitigate  forfeitures,  without  ^eviously 
affortef  to  Congress  an  eppoctunity  of  making  on  the 
aul^ect  such  provisions  as  they  may  think  proper.  In 
iheir  decision,  they  will  doubtless  equally  consult  what 
ia  due  to  editable  oooaiderationB  and  to  the  pttbHc 
interest 

The  receipts  into  the  Treaaniy  during  the  year  end- 
iag  enlhe  aoihof  l^ptemher  iMt,  have  exceeded  six*> 


teen  millions  and  a  half  of  dollam;  which  have 
sufficient  to  defray  all  the  demands  on  the  Treaeory  to 
that  day,  including  a  necessary  reimbursement  of  near 
three  inillions  of  Uie  principal  of  the  public  debt.  In 
these  receipts  is  Included  a  sum  of  near  five  miUioiue 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  received  on 
account  of  the  loans  authorized  by  the  acts  of  the  laet 
session:  the  whole  sum  actually  obtained  on  loan 
amounts  to  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  the  residne  of 
which,  being  receivable  subsequent  to  the  dOth  of  Sep- 
tember last,  will,  together  with  the  current  revenue* 
enable  us  to  defray  all  the  expense*  of  this  year. 

The  duties  on  the  late  unexpected  importations  of 
British  manufactures  will  render  the  revenue  of  the 
ensuing  year  more  productive  than  could  have  been 
anticipated. 

The  situation  of  our  countir,  fellow-citizens,  is  not 
without  its  difficulties ;  though  it  abounds  in  animating^ 
considerations,  of  which  the  view  here  presented  of  our 
pecuniary  resources  is  an  example,     with  more  than 
one  nation  we  have  serious  and  unsettled  controver* 
sies ;  and  with  one,  powerful  in  the  means  and  habits 
of  war,  we  are  at  war.    The  spirit  and  strength  of  the 
nation  are  nevertheless  equal  to  the  support  of  all  its 
rights,  and  to  carry  it  through  all  its  triak.    They  can 
be  met  in  that  confidence.    Above  all,  we  have  the  in- 
estimable consolation  of  knowing  that  the  war  in  which 
we  are  actually  engaged,  is  a  war  neither  of  ambition 
nor  of  vain  gloiy ;  tiMt  it  is  vraged,  not  in  violation  of 
the  rights  of  others,  bat  in  the  maintenance  of  our 
own ;  that  it  was  preceded  by  a  patience  without  ex- 
ample, under  wrongs  accumulating  without  end :  and 
that  is  vras  finally  not  declared  until  every  hope  of 
averting  it  was  extinguished,  by  the  transfer  oi  the 
British  sceptre  into  new  hands  clinging  to  former 
councils;  and  until  dedarations  were  reiterated  to 
the  last  hour,  through  the  British  Envoy  here,  that  the 
hostile  edicts  against  our  commercial  rights  and  oar 
maritime  independence  would  not  be  revoked ;  nay, 
that  they  could  not  be  revoked  without  violating  the 
obligations  of  Great  Britain  to  other  Powens  as  well 
as  to  her  own  interests.    To  have  shrunk,  under  such 
circumstances,  from  manly  resistance,  would  have  been 
a  degradation  blasting  our  best  and  proudest  hopes ;  it 
would  have  struck  us  ftom  the  high  rank  where  the 
virtuous  struggles  of  our  fathers  had  placed  us,  and 
have  betrayed  the  magnificent  legacy  which  we  hold 
in  trust  for  fiiture  generations.    It  w<^uld  have  ac- 
knowledged, that,  on  the  element  which  forms  three- 
fourths  of  the  globe  We  inhabit,  and  where  all  inde> 
pendent  nations  have  equal  and  common  rights,  the 
American  people  were  not  an  independent  people,  bat 
colonists  and  vassals.    It  was  at  this  moment,  and 
with  such  an  alternative,  that  war  was  chosen.    The 
nation  felt  the  necessity  of  it,  and  called  for  it.    The 
appeal  was  accordingly  made,  in  a  just  cause,  to  the 
just  and  all  powerful  Being  who  holds  in  his  hand  the 
ciiain  of  events,  and  the  destiny  of  nations.    It  remains 
only,  that,  fidthful  to  ourselves,  entangled  in  no  con- 
nexions with  the  views  of  other  Powers,  and  ever  ready 
to  accept  peace  from  the  hand  of  justice,  we  prosecute 
the  war  with  united  counsels  and  with  the  ample 
faculties  of  the  nation,  until  peace  be  so  obtained,  and 
as  the  only  means,  under  the  Divine  blessiag,  of 
speedily  oblelntng  it  JAMES  MADISON. 

Washikotoit,  November  4, 1813. 

The  Message  and  doeameDts  were  read,  aod 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be 
priiftted  for  the  use  of  the  Settate. 
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The  resolution  aothoHziDg  Mountjoy  Bayly, 
Doorkeeper  and  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Sen- 
ate, to  employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  was 
read  the  second  time ;  and,  having  been  amended, 
was  read  a  thijrd  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains was  read  the  second  and  third  time  by 
uoanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Fbidat,  No?ember  6, 

Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Tennessee,  sabmhlad  the 
following  motions  A>r  eonsideration : 

Resohed,  That  so'maeh  of  the  Message  of  the 
PreauleDt  of  the  United  Slates  as  coocems  our  lela- 
tioDs  with  foreign  Powers,  the  Military  Establishment 
of  the  United  States^  and  Tolunteers,  be  referred  to  a 
•elect  committee,  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Rewhedy  That  so  mndi  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  NatbI 
Bstablishment  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a 
select  oommittae,  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Xuohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  American 
vessels,  which  have  arrived  in  the  United  States  laden 
with  British  manofactures,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Retolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  a  revision 
of  the  miHtia  laws  of  the  United  ^States,  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  autliorizing  Mountjoy  Bayly  to 
employ  one  assistant  and  two  horses,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  tbb  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  Houn  of 

Representativea  of  the  United  States/ 
The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,"  which  passed  the  two  Houses  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  having  appeared  to  me  liable 
to  abuse  by  aliens  having  no  real  purpose  of  effectua- 
ting a  naturalization,  and  therelbre  not  been  signed ; 
and  having  been  presented  at  an  hour  too  near  the 
close  of  the  session  to  be  returned  with  obfections  fyr 
reconsideration,  the  bill  feiled  to  become  a  law.  I 
also  recommend  that' provision  be  now  made  in  Ikvor 
of  aliens  entitled  to  the  contemplated  benefit,  under 
sneh  regnlations  as  will  prevent  advantage  being  taken 
of  it  fer  improper  purposes.  J.  MADISON. 

NoVlMBBB  S^  1812. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  HouBe  of 

Repretentativee  of  the  United  Sfatee  .• 
I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Department  of  War  and  the  Gover- 
nors of  Massachusetts  and  Connecttcut,  referred  to  in 
my  Message  of  the  4tli  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
]9«rsMraa  6»  latt. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Chaplain  oa  their  part,  and  the  Rev.  John 
BaAOKSivHiDQE  was  ananimoosly  elected. 


Monday,  November  9. 

William  B.  Giles,  from  the  State  of  Vir* 
ginia,  and  John  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New 
Yorkl  severally  attended  on  the  seventh  instant, 
and  Jobn  Condit,  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
on  the  eighth. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  6th  instant,  *^  That  so  much  of  tba 
Message  of  the  Presideat  of  ihe  Uaited  Stpies  as 
concerns  our  relations  with  foreign  Powen,  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  and 
volunteers,  be  referred  to  a  select  eommittee  with 
leave  to  report  thereon  hv  bill  or  otherwise  f*  and 
having  affc^  thereto.  Messrs.  Fbanklin,  Camp* 
bill,  of  Tennessee,  Taylor,  Yarnum,  Howbll, 
Robinson,  and  Worthinoton,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonaideration  of  the 
following  motion :  ^*  That  so  much  of  the  Mes* 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re* 
lates  to  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  be  referred  to  a  select  conynittee,  with 
leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;" 
and  having  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Qregg,  Tait,  Cutts,  and  Lloyd,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  sixth  instant,  *'  That  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  American  vessels 
which  have  arrived  in  the  United  States  laden 
with  British  manufactures,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise;"  and  having  agreed  thereto,  Messrs. 
Gaillard,  GooDRica,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Giles, 
and  Robinson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  motion  of  the  sixth  instant,  **  That  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  Prestdent  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  revision  of  the  militia 
laws  of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  a  sdeet 
commiiteef  with  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise;"  and  having  i^eed  thereto,  Messrs. 
Varnpm,  Smith,  of  New  York,  Worthinoton, 
GooDBioH,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ap* 
pointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbbll,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  ^  to  authorize  the  transpor- 
tation of  a  certain  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  documents  accompanying 
the  same;"  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  con- 
sent, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 


TuESDAT,  November  10. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  transportation  of  a 
certain  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  documents  aoeompanyiog  the  same^ 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  mocion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  th« 
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Message  of  the  President  of  tbe  Usited  Stties 
of  the  6(h  of  July,  1812,  and  docaments  accom- 
paoying  the  same,  was  referred  to  the  comoiittet 
to  whom  was  referred,  the  9th  instant,  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  foarth  instant,  as  concerns  our  re- 
lations with  foreign  Powers. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,^entitied  ^'An  act  to  authorize  the  transport- 
ation of  certain  documents  free  of  postage,"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  three  times  read 
by  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  trans- 
portation of  a  certain  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  documents  accompa* 
Dying  the  same,  was  reconsidered,  and  postponed 
to  the  4ih  day  of  March  next. 


Webnesoat,  November  11. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, and  documents  accompanying  the  same, 
was  referred  to  the  committee  who  have  under 
consideration  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  4th  instant, 
as  relates  to  a  revision  of  the  militia  laws  of  the 
United  State?. 


Thdrsoat,  November  12. 

Philip  Reed,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  reported,  from  the 
committee,  that  they  had  examined  and  found 
duly  enrolled  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  transportation  of  certain  documents  free 
of  postage." 


Friday,  November  13. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbnt  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houtte  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States : 

For  the  further  information  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  pacific  advances  made  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  met  by  the  latter,  I  transmit  the 
eeqnel  of  the  communications  on  that  sabject,  received 
from  the  late  Charg6  d'Afkires  at  London. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

NovncBKB  12,  1812. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Monday,  November  16. 

Mr.  Andebbon,  from  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
look  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Lbib  pr«Knted  the  memorial  of  aoadry 


merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  revocation  of  the 
British  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  belief  that  the 
non-importation  act  would  thereupon  cease  to  be 
in  force,  their  correspondents  in  England  shipped 
merchandise  to  a  large  amount  to  the  United 
States;  which,  having  been  seized  by  the  officers 
of  the  customs  as  forfeited,  was  delivered  to  the 
claimants  on  their  giving  bond  for  the  value 
thereof,  and  the  duties  thereon ;  and  praying 
that  these  bonds  may  be  cancelled,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred. 


TuBSOAT,  November  17. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  further  to  prolong  the 
continuance  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia ;"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  ' 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading.  | 

WBDNBsnAT,  November  16. 

Allan  B.  Magrdder.  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  (and 
who  arrived  on  the  15th,)  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

William  Hunxbr,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and  James 
Lloyu,  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  sever- 
ally took  their  seats  in  the  Senate.  * 

The  President  commuaicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretar]^  of  the  Navy  on  the  expenditures 
and  applications  of  moneys  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  from  the  first  of  October,  1811,  to  the 
30th  of  September,  1813,  inclusive,  made  in  obe* 
dience  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  passed  March 
3, 1812,  entitled  *'An  act  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments;"  and 
the  report  was  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  merchants  of  Boston,  who  have  re- 
ceived goods  irom  Great  Britain  subsequear  to 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  praying 
an  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  the  act  pro- 
hibiting importations  from  Great  Britain,  her 
colonies,  or  dependencies ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  petition  of  Bordman 
and  Pope,  of  Boston,  and  others,  praying  that  a 
cargo  of  goods  imported  by  them  from  India, 
purchased  in  India  prior  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
prohibition  of  importations  from  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  and  imported  in  a  vessel  which 
sailed  from  the  United  States  antecedently  to  the 
passage  of  the  law,  which  property  is  now  in  the 
custody  of  the  Government,  may  be  restored  to 
them,  on  securing  the  duties  which  have  accrued 
thereon ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise,  «nd  Meifn»LL«TD, 
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Tatlob,  and  Tait,  were  appoioted  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  further  to  prolong 
the  continuance  of  the  roiot  at  Philadelphia," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  following  Message  was  receiTed  from  the 
Pbebidbmt  op  thb  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Hottte  of 

Repreaentativea  of  the  United  States: 
I  tiansmit  to  CongreM  copies  of  a  oommonication 
from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  is  can- 
neeted  with  the  correspondence  accompanTing  my  Mes- 
sage of  the  ISth  instant,  but  had  not,  at  that  date,  been 
reeeived.  JAMES  MADISON. 

.  NoTBJcsam  18, 1813. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
the  committee  who  have  under  consideration  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  4th  instant,  '*as  conperns  our 
relations  with  foreign  Powers;"  and  twelre  hun- 
dred and  fifty  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Qenate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreeentativee  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Oonsal  General  of  the  United  States  to  Algiers,  stating 
the  drcumstanoes  preceding  and  attending  his  depart- 
ure from  that  Regency.  JAMES  MADISON. 

NoTEMBsm  17, 1813. 

Mr.  Campbsll,  of  Tennessee,  reported  the  fol* 
lowing  bill,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  se- 
cond reading: 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  seyeral  acts  now  in  force 

relative  to  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 

Sutes. 

Be  it  enacted  b^f  the  Senate  and  House  of  RqfMresen' 
ioHves  of  the  United  States  of  America^  m  Congress 
eusembled.  That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
aet,  the  monthly  pay  of  the  non-oommisstoned  officers, 
musicians,  artificers,  and  privates,  in  the  present  Mili- 
tary Establishment  of  the  United  States  shall  be  as 
follows : 

To  each  sergeant  major  and  qnartormaster  sergeant, 
twelve  dollars. 

To  each  principal  musician,  eleven  dollars. 

To  each  sergeant,  eleven  dollars. 

To  each  corporal,  nine  dollars. 

To- each  artificer,  ssddlcr,  farrier,  and  blacksmith,  not 
attached  to  the  Qaartermaster's  Department,  twelve 
dollars. 

To  each  mnsieian,  nine  dollars. 

To  each  bombardier,  sapper,  miner,  and  private, 
eight  doUais. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  non-eommis- 
aioned  <^cer,  musician,  and  private,  who  shall,  after 
itye  promulgation  of  this  act,  be  recruited  in  the  regu- 
lar Army  cf  the  United  States,  may,  at  his  option,  to 
be  made  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  engage  to  serve  dur^ 
iag  Ae  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  instead  of  the 
term  of  five  years :  and  shall,  in  case  he  makes  such 
option,  be  entitled  to  the  same  bounty  in  money  and 
and,  and  to  all  other  allowances ;  and  be  subject  to 
he  same  rules  and  reguIations»as  if  he  had  enlisted  for 
he  term  of  Hie  years. 


Thursday,  November  19. 

The  bill  entitled  ^^An  act  further  to  prolong  the 
continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  now 
in  force  relatire  to  the  Military  Establish ment  of 
the  United  States,  was  read  the  second  time. 


Friday,  November  20. 

Stephen  R.  Bradley,  from  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, took  his  scat  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  now 
in  force  relative  to  the  Military  Establishment  of 
the  United  Slates,  was  resumed  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  November  23. 

JoBN  Pope,  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Savannah,  in  the  Slate  of 
Georgia,  who  have  received  goods  from  Great 
Britam  subsequent  to  the  revocation  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  which  have  been  seized  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  prohibiting  importations 
from  Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  or  dependencies, 
prayine  relief;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  citizens  of  Baltimore,  merchants 
and  owners  of  private  armed  commissioned  ves- 
sels of  war,  complaining  of  various  grievances 
under  the  present  regulations,  and  praviog  relief; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,*  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  con- 
cerning letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  concerning  the  pay 
of  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates, 
and  others,  of  the  army,  and  for  other  piir poses ;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  several  acts 
now  in  force  relative  to  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion,  the 
consideration  thereof  was  further  postponed. 


Tuesday,  November  24. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize 
goods,"  was  read  the  second  lioke,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Lloyd,  and 
GiLMAN,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  naotion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  owners  of 
private  armed  commissioned  vessels^ of  war,  was 
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referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Lamb,  merchant,  of  Charleston,  Soath  Carolina, 
slating  that  he  nas  received  goods  from  Great 
Britain  subsequent  to  the  revocation  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Coancil,  which  have  been  seized  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  prohibiting  importations 
from  Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  or  dependencies, 
and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  ^*An  act  concernio^  the  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  privates,  and 
others,  of  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes."  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee who  have  under  consideration  "so  mucli  of 
the  Message  of  the  Preotdentof  the  United  Slates, 
of  the  4ih  instant,  as  concerns  our  relations  with 
foreign  Powers,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Taylor  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain  the 
classes  in  which  the  Senator  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
should  be  inserted,  as  the  Constitution  and  rule  here- 
tofore prescribe. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  (he  people  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
Territory  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses 
incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  under  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  ntientioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Wednbsoat,  November  25. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation to  defray  the  expenses  incurred,  or  to  be  in- 
carred,  under  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  author- 
ize a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Fran iclin,  Varnum,  and 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  the 
committee.  , 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  Slate  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  Territory  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred*  to  a  select  committee,  tp 
consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Aijioerson,  Bradley,  Ger- 
man, Greog,  and  Llotd,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Cam-pbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
ceraing  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  officers 


musicians,  privates,  and  others  of  the  army,  and 
for  other  purposes."  reported  it  witl^ amendments  ; 
which  were  read  tor  consideration. 


Thursday,  November  26. 

RicBARD  Brent,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended ;  and  there  being  no  quorum  present  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  November  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  ihe  24th  instant,  that  tfacy  pro- 
ceed to  ascertain  the  classes  in  which  the  Sena- 
tors of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  should  be  inserted, 
as  the  Constitution  and  rule  heretofore  prescribe  ; 
^nd,  having  agreed  thereto, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  roll  up,  and  put 
into  the  ballot  box,  two  lots,  No.  1  and  No.  3 ; 
that  the  Senator  for  whom  lot  No.  1  shall  be 
drawn,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators 
whose  terms  of  service  expire  on  the  third  day  of 
March  next ;  and  the  Senator  for  whom  lot  No* 
3  shall  be  drawn,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of 
Senators  whose  terms  of  service  expire  four  years 
after  the  third  day  of  March  next. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  above-mentioned 
were  by  the  Secretary  rolled  up  and  put  into  the 
box,  and  No.  1  was  drawn  for  Allan  B.  Ma- 
gruder.  who  is  accordingly  in  the  class  of  Sen- 
ators whose  terms  of  service  will  expire  on  the 
third  day  of  March  next ;  and  No.  3  was  drawn 
for  Thomas  Posey,  who  is  accordingly  in  the 
class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  will  ex- 
pire in  four  years  after  the  third  day  of  March 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representacivea,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers^ 
musicians,  privates,  and  others,  of  the  army,  aod 
for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  on  the  question,  to  strike  out  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  That,  during  the  said  war,  every  person  above  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  who  ehall  be  enlisted  by  any  at" 
ficer,  shall  be  held  m  the  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  period  of  such  enlistment;  anything  in  any 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  :'* 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  26, 
nays  4,  as  follows: 

VxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennesaae,  Condict,  Cutts,  Frank- 
lin, GaiUard,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hor- 
sey, Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Magmder, 
Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Measrs.  CraWfbRi»  Robinson,  Taitaad  Var- 
nmn. 

And  having  agreed  to  all  the  other  ameod* 
ments  reported  by  the  select  committee,  with  an 
amendment,  on  motion,  the  further  consideratioa 
of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 
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Monday,  Noyember  30. 

Gboroe  M.  BibBi  from  the  State  of  Kentaeky, 
arrived  oo  the  29th.  and  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Framkun,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitJed  '^An  act  making  an ' 
appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred,  or 
to  be  incurred,  under  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
to  increase  the  Nary  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gaillabd  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Potter,  merchant,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina ; 
also,  the  petition  of  sundry  other  merchants  of 
the  same  place,  stating  that  they  have  received 
goods  from  Great  Britain  subsequent  to  the  revo- 
cation ot  th«  OrderaiA  Council,  which  have  been 
seized  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  prohibiting 
importations  from  Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  or 
dependencies,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  reported  it  without 
amendments. 

Blr.  WoRTHiitoTOH  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  consideration : 

Reaohedf  That  a  comaiittee  be  ai^inted  to  inquire 
if  any»  and  what,  farther  provisions  or  alterations  are 
neeessaiy  for  the  dispoaition  of  the  pablic  lands  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  bj 
bill,  or  otherwiM. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  entitled  '-An  act  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  privates,  and  others,  of  the  Acmy,  and 
for  other  purposes."  And  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  on  the  qaettioo,  Shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Franklin  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

"That  the  Sergesnt-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  take  into  his 
possession  (subject  to  the  futare  orders  of  the  Senate) 
such  materials  and  fumitare  belonging  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  and  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  as  re- 
main on  hand ;  and  that  he  deliver  an  inventory  thereof 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  be  filed  in  his  office." 


ToKSDAT,  December  1. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
concerning  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  privates,  and  others,  of  the  Army,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
pass  aa  amended"?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas  19,  nays  4,  aa  follows: 

TsAs-^MeiHa.  AadsisoOf  OanpMlof  Ohio,  Camp- 


bell of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  CatU,  FianUin,  Giles. 
Gilman,  Gregg,  Horsev,  Howell,  Leib,  Magruder,  Rob- 
inson, Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert,  and 
Lloyd. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  do  pass  with 
amendments ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbbll 
of  Tennessee,  the  title  was  amended  to  read  as 
fbi|ows:  **An  act  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  now  in  force  relative  to  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States." 

The  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  under  an  act, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States.^ 


^  Wbdnbsdat,  December  S* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  30th  November,  and  resolyed 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  if  any, 
and  what,  further  provisions  or  alterations  are 
necessary  for  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  thej  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Magrddbr,  Worthington,  Frank- 
lin, Grbog,  and  Anderson,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Magrvdbr  presented  a  representation  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  on  the 
subject  of  land  titles,  and  complaining  of  the 
conduct  and  decisions  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Land  Office  of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans ; 
and  praying  the  interposition  of  Congress ;  which 
was  read,  and  referrea  to  the  committee  last  men- 
tioned, to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  iiic  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  30th  November ;  and  resolved  that 
the  Sergeant-at-Armsand  Doorkeeper  of  the  Sen- 
ate be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  take  into  his 
possession  fsubject  to  the  future  orders  of  the 
Senate)  sncn  materials  and  furniture  bdonging 
to  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  the  north  wing  of 
the  Capitol,  as  remain  on  hand ;  and  that  he  de- 
liver an  inventory  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  to  be  filed  in  his  office.    ' 

^The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  an  appropriation  to  defray  expenses 
incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  under  an  act,  entitled 
^An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  mill* 
tia  of  the  United  States;"-  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
Senate  accordingly;  and  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  waa  ^ 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Thursday,  December  3. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill^  entitled  <'An  act, 
making  an  appropriation  to  defray  ezpenses  in- 
corrcdi  or  to  be  iaoiined,  nadet  aa  aet,  tiuiikNi 
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'An  act  to  aathorize  a  detachment  from  the  miU- 
tia  of  the  United  States,"  having;  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tehnessee, 
it  was  agreed  to  amend  the  title. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales;  and  Mr:  Bbad- 
LBT  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and,  after 
debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair  ;  and,  on 
motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  in  ^  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,''  together  with 
the  ainendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  Mr.  Fbamklin  was  requested  to 
Uke  the  Chair;  and,  after  debate,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mir.  Franklir  reported 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  had  agreed  to 
amend  the  bill ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  An dbr- 
soif,  the  bill,  together  with  the  amendments 
agreed  to,  were  recommitted  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consist  of  hve  members,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and.  Messrs.  AjioBRsoif, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Llotd,  Campbbll,  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Tatlob,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Ordered^  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  a 
letter  from  the  Consul  Oeneral  of  the  United 
States  to  Algiers,  stating  the  ciicumstances  pre* 
ceding  and  attending  his  departure  from  that 
Regency,  be  referred  to  the  committee  who  have 
under  consideration  ^so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  4th 
November,  as  concerns  our  relations  with  f6reign 
Powers,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Fbioat,  December  4. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  district 
and  territorial  judges  of  the  United  States;"  a 
bill  entitled  *^An  act  to  incorporate  a  fire  insu- 
rance companv  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  or  Columbia;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  altering  the  Time  and  place  for  holding 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  Vermont;"  in 
which  bills  .they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.  They  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  concerning 
the  pay  of  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
privates,  and  others,  of  the  Army,  and  fox  other 
purposes,"  with  amendments  to  their  amend- 
ments ;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
*  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  their  amendments  to  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned ;  and  concurred  therein. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  paaicd  to  the  tecond  reading. 


MoNDAT,  December  7. 

Tbomas  Pobet,  appointed  a  Sebator,  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  place  of 
John  Destrahan,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  then  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  QiLES,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeitares, 
and  penalties,  in  certain  eases;  and  the  bill  vras 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Prbsioent  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury,  prepared  m  obedience  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled *' An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ;"  which,  together  with  the  accompanying* 
documents,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

*rhe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  time 
and  place  for  holding  the  cirentt  and  district 
courts  in  Vermont,"  was  read  the  second  time^ 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bradlet,  Qsr- 
MAN,  and  GooDBiCB,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  dis- 
trict and  territorial  judges  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  incorporate  a  fire 
insurance  company  in  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  was  further  postponed. 

Mr.  Magbudbb  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Reaohedf  That  a  csmmittee  be  appointed  to  mquira 
if  any,  and  what,  compensation  should  be  aUowed  to 
Lewis  Chacherie,  for  his  services  as  translator  of  the 
French  and  Spanish  languages  to  the  Board  of  Lmnd 
Commissionera,  for  the  western  land  district  in  the 
State  of  Looisiana ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Tuesday,  December  8. 

The  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  remit  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  in 
certain  cases,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  on  the  subject  was 
resumed  and  amended.    Whereupon, 

Eemdvedy  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
public  lands  inquire  if  any,  and  what,  compeDsa- 
ti on  should  be  made  to  Liouis  Chacherie  for  his 
services  as  translator  of  the  French  and  Spanish 
languages,  to  the  western  board  of  land  commis- 
sioners, IB  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  consideration  thereof  be  further  postponed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  dis* 
triet  and  territorial  judges  of  the  Uaited  Sutes, 
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was  returned;  and,  on  moUoa,  by  Mr.  Campbbll, 
of  TeoDeuee^  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  tliereon ;  and  Messrs.  Gamp- 
bell,  of  Tennessee,  Franklin,  and  HoaaaY, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senste  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  a  fire  insurance  company  in 
the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia}"  and  Mr.  Braolbt  was  requested  to  ti^ke 
the  Chair,  and  no  amendments  haring  been  re- 
ported, the  President  resumed  the  Chair;  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Giles,  Brent,  and  Anderson, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

r 

Wednesday,  December  9. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeit- 
ures, and  penalties,  in  certain- cases ;  and  Mr. 
Bradlby  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and 
no  amendments  having  been  proposed^  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Giles,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles. 

RtBolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  offering  encour- 
agements at  this  time  to  all  mariners  and  seamen 
to  bring  within,  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  British  public  and  prirate  armed  ships,  as 
well  as  merchant  ships  or  yessels,  belonging  to 
tbe  subjects  of  the  Utfited  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  that  the  committee  haTe 
leare  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Gilbs,  Lloyo,  Smitb,  of  Maryland, 
Tait,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Maorcobe, 

jRewlved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  inquire  if  any,  and  what,  compensation 
should  be  allowed  to  John  Thompson,  for  his  ser- 
▼ices  as  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
the  western  land  district,  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana ;  and  that  they  h'aye  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Howell  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
D'WollL  and  others,  citizens  of  ihe  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  owners  of  priyate  armed  Tea- 
sels, complaining  of  grievances  under  the  present 
regulations,  and  praying  relief;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  prize-goods,"  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Thursday,  December  10. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  directing 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  for- 
feitures, and  penalties,  in  certain  cases:  and  Mr« 


Bradlby  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and^ 
after  debate^  the  President  resumed  the  Chair; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  tbe  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
provide  for  orgaoizing,  arming,  and  discipliniug, 
the  militia  of  tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  Posey  presented  the  petition  of  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  Leonard  Marbury,  deceased,  stating 
that  the  said  Marbury  was  appointed  and  com- 
missioned, in  the  year  1776,  to  the  command  of  a 
regiment  of  cavalry,  in. tbe  service  of  the  United 
States ;  and  praying  remuneration  for  advances 
made  by  him,  in  support  of  his  said  command,  and 
for  pay  due  to  him  for  his  own  services.  And 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committ(ie,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise  ;  and  Messrs.  Pobby,  Bradlby,  and 
Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Friday,  December  11. 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  from  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, attended. 

Mr.  Varnum  presented  the  memorial  of  B. 
W.  Crowninshieid  and  others,  inhabitants  of  tha 
town  of  Salem,  in  the  State  of  Massac husetts, 
owners  of  private  armed  vessels,  praying  a  revi* 
sion  of  the  "Act  concerning  letters  of  marquci 
prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  and  a  modification  there- 
of: and  the  memorial  was  feadand  referred  to  the 
committee  who  have  under  consideration  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  concern- 
ing letters  ofmarque.  prizes,  and  prize  goods,''  to 
consider  and  report  tnereon. 

The  Pbbsidbnt  eommunieated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
an  extension  of  the  time  of  payment  for  public 
lands,  in  the  said  Territory ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee,  appointed 
2d  Decen^r,  on  the  subject  of  public  lands,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gregg, 

Besohedf  That  the  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  to  ascertain  and  ^euh  the  exterior 
line  ot  the  public  land  at  Weet  Point,  with  the 
adjoining  proprietor,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Grbug,  German,  and 
Anoerson,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  commit* 
tee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  concerning  the  district  and  territorial  judges 
of  the  United  States,"  reported  it  without  amettd- 
m^nt. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeived  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stater: 

Tb  ihe  Smote  and  Mbuee  of 

Itepre^eniaUtea  of  ihe  United  Siaiii  .* 

I  transmit  to  Congress  eopies  of  a  letter  Ui  the  Sse- 

retaiy  of  the  Nsvy,  from  Captain  Decatur,  of  the  fii^ 

ate  United  States,  reporting  his  combat  and  capture  of 

the  British  frigate  Macedonian.    Too  much  praise  can* 
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not  be  b69low«d  on  diftt  ofiioer  and  his  companionton 
bMrd,  for  the  conaummate  skill  and  censpieaous  Talor 
by  which  thia  trophy  haajbeen  added  to  the  naval  arma 
of  the  United  States. 

I  transmit,  also,  a  letter  from  Captain  Jones,  who 
commanded  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  reporting  his  cap- 
ture of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  after  a  close 
action,  in  which  other  brilliant  titles  will  be  seen  to 
the  public  admiration  and  praise. 

A  nation,  feeling  what  it  owes  to  itself  and  to  its 
citizens,  oould  never  abandon  to  arbitrary  violence,  on 
the  ocean,  a  class  of  them  which  give  such  examples 
of  capacity  and  courage,  in  defending  their  rights  on 
that  element;  examples  which  ought  to  impress  on 
the  enemy,  however  brave  and  powerful,  preference  of 
justice  and  peace,  to  hostility  against  a  country,  whose 
prosperona  career  may  be  aceelerated,  but  eannot  be 
nievanted  by  the  assaults  made  on  it. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Wajuivstov,  Deei  11, 181S. 

The  Message  and  papers  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  ^th  NoTember 
last,  to  consider  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  which  relates  to 
the  Naval  Establishment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeit- 
ures, and  penalties,  in  certain  cases;  and  Mr. 
Bradley  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and, 
after  debate,  and  asreeing  to  amend  the  bill,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair ;  and,  on  motion, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  December  13. 

The  pRBsiDBirr  commonicated  the  memorial 
<^  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
the  Indian  title  to  the  lands  on  the  north  of  Ten- 
iieasee  river,  which  lie  within  that  Territory,  may 
be  eztingQished,  or  that  pla'ces  of  depositt  may  be 
Mtablished  on  the  Tennessee  and*  Tombigbee 
rivers  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbolei  the  consideration  of  the  bill  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fiiras,  fcvfeil- 
nres,  and  penalties,  in  certain  cases;  and  Mr. 
Bradlsy  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and, 
after  debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chatr,  and 
Mr.  Bradley  reported  the  bill  amended ;  and,  on 
the^fueatioo,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  afflrmatire^-yeas  27,  nays  3,  as  follows : 

YxAS-^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cutts,  Gaitlard,  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambeit,  Lloyd,  Magruder,  Pope,  Posey,  Robinson, 
Sotttli  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Tarner,  and  Vamnm. 

Nats— Messrs:  Crawfcvd,  Franktin,  aad  Wortb- 
ington. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  Nary  of  the  United  States  ;  and  Mr,  Yarnum 
was  requested  to  take  the  Chair  |  and,  after  de«' 


bate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair ;  aad  Mr. 
Taylor  tnoYed  to  strike  out  all  the  prorisions  of 
the  bill  for  the  building  and  equipment  of  74-gun 
shipe;  and,  on  matioo,  by  Mr.  Anoerson,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill^  entitled  "An  Act  ia 
addition  to  an  act  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  priase  goods,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 


Monday,  December  14. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  concerning  the  district  and  territorial  judges 
of  the  United  States ;"  and  the  bill  was  pasaed 
to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act,  in  addition  to  the  act,  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,*'  together  with 
the  amendmeftis  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Franelin  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
and, aft^r debate, the  President  resumed  theChair; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Andrrson,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  df  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  Nary  of  the  United  States;  and  the  motion 
made  on  the  twelfth  instant,  to  strike  out  all  the 
proraions  for  the  building  and  equipment  of  ships 
of  sereoty^four  guns,  was  determined  in  theneg^ 
atiTC — yeas  7,  nays  33,  al  follows : 

YxAS^-Messn.  Crawford,  Franklin,  Lambert,  Rob- 
inson, Smith  of  New  York,  T^Ior,  and  Turner! 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Tennessfce^  Cntts,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German,  Gfiles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
licib,  Lloyd,  Magruder,  Pope,.  Posey,  Smith  of  Mary« 
land,  Tait,  and  Varmmi. 

On  motioOy  by  Mr*  Tait,  the  bill  was  amended^ 
by  inserting  the  wofds  ^  not  less  than,"  before 
the  words  *'  seventy-four.''  section  1,  line  4. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  nffirmatire — yeas  28,'  nays  3,  as 
follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tenneasee,  Outte,  Dana,  Franklin,  OaiUaid,  German, 
Gtlea,  Gifanan,  Goodridi,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Magruder,  Pope, 
Pasey,  Smtth  of  Marrland,  Spiith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Tiller,  VamuB,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Crawfoid,  and  Turner. 

The  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  remit  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  in 
certain  cases,  was  read  a  third  time;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  blanks  were  filled,  first, 
23d  June  last — secona,  15th  September  last. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  it  was  agreed,  by 
unanimous  consent,  to  amend  the  bill  by  the  in- 
sertion of  the  word  '*  made,"  line  21,  prior  to  the 
words  ^  after  war  was  known." 
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Decbmbeh,  1812. 


Proceeding. 


Sewatb* 


On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  Us  amend- 
ed ?  It  was  determiDed  in  the  affiraaati? e — yeas 
25,  nays  5,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Andetson,  Bibb,  Cntts,  Dana,  Gail* 
lard,  Geiman,  Giles,  GilmaDi  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Magrader,  Pope, 
Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tnmer,  and  Varanm. 

Nats— Measm.'  Brent,  Campbell  of  Teimessee, 
Crawford,  Franklin,  and  Worthington. 

So  it  was  JRegqlvedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
thmt  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  ines,  forfeit- 
ures, and  penalties,  in  certain  carses." 


The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
together  with  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  ia 
the  Western  land  district  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, (now  State  of  Louisiana,)  of  such  claims 
as  have  not  been  confirmed  by  them ;  and  the 
letter  and  report  were  rciad. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  admission,  under  cer- 
tain cireumstanees,  of  vessels  owned  by  citizens 
of  tUe  United  States  of  America,  with  their  car^ 
goes,  from  British  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood 
Hope,  was  read  the  second  time. 


TtiESDAT,  December  15. 

The  bill  td  increase  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  concerning  the  dis- 
trict and  territorial  judges  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Grego,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  approving  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  exterior 
line  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  And  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee. 

On  motion  by-Mr.  Llovd,  it  was  recommitted 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  mem- 
bers, further  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  Anocrson,  Taylor,  Lloyd,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  and  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Wbombsday,  December  16. 

The  bill  approving  the  report  of  the  Oommis- 
aiooers,  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
ascertain  and  settle  the  exterior  line  of  th$  public 
land  at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and  ordered  to  be  eo«- 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  18th  Novitmber  last,  the  petition 
of  Bordman  and  Pope,  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  admission,  under  certain  circumstances,  of 
vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
AraericS)  with  their  cargoes,  from  British  ports 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


TbubsdaY)  December  17. 

The  bill  approving  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  to 
ascertain  and  settle  the  exterior  line  of  the  public 
land  at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
wasreported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed^ 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  passedi 
ISth  CofiT.  ftd  Sbss.— 2 


Frioay,  December  18. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  admission,  under  certain  circumstances,  of 
vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  their  cargoes,  from  British  porta 
beyond  the  Cape  of  GbodHope ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  bill  was  amended  ;  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  AndersoiT,  from  the  committee  to  "whom 
was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  ** An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  Territory  into  the  Union,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,'^  re- 
ported it  with  amendment!^. 


Monday,  Decembei;  21. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  admission,  under  cer- 
tain cirenmstances  of  vessels  owned  by  citizena 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  their  car* 

S»es,.from  Britiah  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
ope,  having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  President  coramttnieated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  ratifying  and  confirm- 
ing an  amendment  proposed  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  relative  to  titles  of  nobility; 
,and  the  letter  and  resolution  were  read. 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
transmit  them  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  State. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin, 

Ordered,  t*hat  the  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers in  the  Western  land  district,  in  the  Territorv 
of  Orleans,  (now  State  of  Louisiana,)  of  such 
claims  as  have  not  been  confirmed  by  them,  be 
referred'to  the  committee  appointed  2d  instant  on 
the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

On  *motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^ An  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  ana 
for  the  admission  of  such  Territory  iato  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States," 
was  postponed  to,  and  inade  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 
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Senate. 


Proceeding$. 


Dbcembbb,  1812. 


Tuesday,  December  22. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary  land.  obcaiDed  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and 
disciplining  the  militia  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 


Wednesday,  December  23. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
jBct  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  together  with 
Che  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee  ;  and  Mr.  Franklin  was  requested  to 
take  the  Chair ;  and,  after  debate,  the  Prbbident 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Franklin  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments;  and  the  bill  having 
been  further  amended,  on  the  que^on  '^  Shall 
this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Pope  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Eeaolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
what  provision  is  necessary  and  proper  to  be  made  for 
the  mounted  volunteers,  which  have  been  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  daring  the  present 
year ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise*  . 

The  following  motion,  submitted  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  considered  and 
postponed : 

Buohed,  That  the  President  ef  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  any 
correspondence  that  may  have  taken  place  between 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Governor  of  Tennessee, 
and  Mr.  Hawkins,  agent  near  the  Creek  nation,  rela- 
tive to  the  murders  comniitted  by  Indians  within  the 
8ute  of  Tennessee. 


Tbursdat,  December  24. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed' 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
^An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  remit- fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  in  certain 
CRseSi"  with  amendments ;  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also 
passed  the  bill  which  originat^ed  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  *'An  act  to  increase  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,'' with  an  amendment;  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  Uie  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  considered  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
mit fioes^  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  in  certain 
cases." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradlst,  the  further  con* 


sideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
William  Tarham,  on  thestfbject  of  maritime  de- 
fence, referring  to  sundry  documents  enclosed; 
which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^Aa  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks  were  filled. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Bbadlby  presented  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Washington, 
praying  an  enlargement  of  their  capital,  for  rea- 
sons therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Bradley,  Anderson,  and  Gregg,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  22d  instant.    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  any  correspondence  that  may  have  taken 
place  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  agrent 
near  the  Creek  nation,  relative  to  the  murders 
committed  by  Indians  within  the  State  of  Tea- 
nessee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolution 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Adjourned  to  11  o'clock  on  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  December  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeitures,  and 
j;)enalties  in  certain  cases;"  and  concurred  therein. 
.  The  bill  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and 
disciplining,  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time, and  referred  tea  committee, 
appointed  the  9th  of  November,  on  so  much  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
as  relates  to  the  militia  laws  of  the  United  States, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  22d 
instant, reapectiog  the  mounted  volunteers,  which 
was  amended,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Reaolvedy  That  the  committee  appointed  the 
9th  November,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
militia  laws,  be  instructed  to  inquire  what  pro  vis- 
ion is  necessary  and  proper  to  be  made  for  the 
mounted  volunteers  and  others,  which  have  been 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  present  year. 

Tuesday,  December  29. 

A  metsaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tne  Senate  that  the  House  have  pass- 
ed a  joint  "resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant 
Rchievemeoti  ot  Captains  Hull,  Decatur,  and 
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Proeeeding9, 


Sbnatb. 


Jones ;"  ia  which  thef  request  the  conearrence 
of  the  Seoate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  ?r«8  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


WsDNJ^sDAY,  December  30. 

The  joint  resoiutioD,  relatire  to  the  brilliant 
achierements  of  Captains  Hull,  Decatur,  and 
Jones,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  9th  of  Norember, 
on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  reiaies  to  the  Naral  Establish- 
ment thereof 

Ot\  motion,  bf  Mr.  Framklin, 

Reached^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  all  the 
treaties  held  by  the  Indian  tribes,  respectirely,  in 
which  they  have  ceded  lands- to  the  United  States, 
since  the  4ih  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1780,  the 
amount  of  purchase,  with  the  annuities, 'if  any 
there  be;  also,  the  amount,  (whether  in  goods  or 
money)  expended  in  carrying  such  treaties  into 
effect. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  general 
statement,  showing  the  amount  of  all  the  moneys 
expended  in  surfeying,  marking,  and  designating, 
the  lines  and  boundaries  of  the  public  lands,  in 
each  State  or  Territory;  also,  the  amouot  of  mo* 
neys  paid  upon  the  account  of  the  sale  of  the 
paolic  lands  and  collection  of  the  money  arising 
therefrom,  and  to  the  seTcral  boards  of  land  com* 
missioners,  their  clerks,  and  other  officers,  for  as- 
certaining and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to 
land  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin, 

Retolved^  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oen<- 
eral  Land  Office  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  statement  showing  Ihe  amount  of  sales  of 
land,  the  sums  doe  from  eaeh  land  district,  and 
the  moneys  actually  receired  up  to  the  close  of 
the  last  quarter. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana^ 

Retolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  di<* 
rected  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  persons,  born  in  foreign  countries,  who 
have  been  legally  naturaliied  in  the^  United 
States,  and  registered  annually  as 'American  sea- 
men, Recording  to  returns  sent  to  the  Department 
of  State,  under  the  act  of  the  28th  of  May,  1795, 
relating  to  American  seamen. 

Thursday,  December  31. 

Mr.  MAQRUDBR.from  the  coiamittee  appointed 
on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  reported  a  bill 
gtTing  further  time  for  registering  lands  in  the 
eastern  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  (now 
State  of  Loubiana ;)  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Prbbiobnt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  tenth  of 
April,  1806,  eatitled  ''An  act  regulating  the  cur- 


rency of  foreign  coins  in  the  United  States;"  and 
the  report  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeotattyea 
informed  the  Senate  of  the  death  of  John  Smilib, 
lace  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represeotatiyea, 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  his  re- 
mains will  be  interred  this  day  at  two  o'clock. 

Rutdved^  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  fune- 
ral of  John  Smilib,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  from  the  Slate  of  Pennsylrania, 
this  day  at  two  o'clock;  and,  as  a  testimony  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  they 
will  go  into  mourning,  and  wear  a  black  crape 
round  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


MoNOAT,  January  4,  1813. 

The  President  communicated  a  report,  signed 
James  Monroe,  acting  Secretary  for  the  Depart* 
ment  of  War,  made  in  obedience  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  further  to  amend 
theseveral  acts  for  the  establishment  of  the  Trea- 
sury, War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  passed  3d 
March,  18Q9;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  land  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  (now  State  of  Louisiana,)  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  supplemeotary  to  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;"  a  bul,  entitled 
^'An  act  providing  navy  pensions,  in  certain 
cases;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  establish 
post  routes  in  certain  cases;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled.  "An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Territory 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States,"  tpgether  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  Mr. 
Gaillaro  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and^ 
after  debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Rtpreatniativet  of  ine  United  Statee  : 

I  lay  before  Congress,  for  their  information,  a  report 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint. 

Jaitvaet,  4,  1813. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Tait  communicated  ^'Anact  declaring  the 
assent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
to  the  formation  of  one  or  more  State  govern- 
ments in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;"  which  was 
read. 
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TuGBDAT,  JaDuary  5. 

The  cre(}entials  of  Jobn  Qaillard,  appoiDted 
a  Seoacor  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  for  six  years,  commenciDg  on  the 
4th  day  of  March  next,  were  preseated,  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

The  President  com rnuDieated  a  report  of  the 
Oommissioner  of  the  General  Land  OwBce,  made 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  30tn  December  last,  showing  the  amount  of 
lands  sold  prior  to  and  since  the  opening  of  the 
several  land  offices,  the  sums  due,  and  the  moneys 
actually  received  therefor,  up  to  the  close  of  the 
last  quarter.    And  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Bbadley  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben 
Attwater,  praying  compensatioo  for  extra  servi- 
ces rendered  as  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Terri- 
tory, and  remuneration  lor  losses  sustained  from 
depredations  of  the  enemy  on  his  private  property, 
after  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  in  consequence  of 
his  having  acted  as  Governor;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Worthington,  and  Franklin; 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Unite# States  to  establish  post  routes 
in  certain  cases,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  Messrs.  Wo^tbinqton,  Frank- 
lin, and  Gaillard,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act^  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organi- 
zation of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
{he  second  time,  find  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  9th  of  November  last,  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United* 
States  as  concerns  our  foreign  relations,  to'  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  navy 
pensions,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  Naval 
Establishment  thereof,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  Territory 
into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States,"  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr. 
Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair,  and, 
after  debate,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Wednbsdat,  January  6. 

The  eredentials  of  Abnbr  L acock,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  the  term 'of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  4tb  day  of  March  next,  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  file. 


The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^Aa 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Missiasippi  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  constitution  and  Stale  goverameot, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  Territory  into  the 
Union,  on  aii  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;,  and,  oo  motioa 
by  Mr.  Braolet,  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
recommitted  to  a.  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  aad  report  thereon  by 
bill,  bills,  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  BRAULBr, 
Anderson,  Lloyd,  Grboo^  and  Gbrman,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  followiniir  mt>tioa'  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  for  coasideratioa : 

Ruthedj  Thiat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directsd  to 
lay  before  tho  Senate  a  return  of  the  commknoned, 
noD-commiaaio&ed  officers,  mnsieians,  and  priv«tef» 
who  have  enrolled  themselves  under  the  act,  entitled 
'*  Ail  act  authorizing  the  Precedent  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps," 
and  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  specifying  the  StatM 
wherein  such  volunteers  may  have  enrolled ;  and,  also, 
a  return  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musiciaoB, 
and  privates,  who  have  enlisted  under  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,*'  passed  January  11, 
1812. 


Tbcrsdat,  January  7. 

Mr.  WoRTfiiNOTON,  from  the  eommietee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  billy  entitled  ^  An  act  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
establish  post  routes  in  certain  oases,"  reported  it 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading* 

The  Semite  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  on  the  subject  of  enrolled 
volunteers,  aad  agreea  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  giving  further  time  for  register- 
ing claims  to  lands  in  the  eastern  district  oi  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Posbv,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Vabndm,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  9th  November,  to  consider  the  subject,  report* 
ed,  in  part,  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled '*An  aet  to*  provide  for  the  ealling  iorth  tbe 
militia,  to  exeeute  the  lawaof  the  Union,  suppreff 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  now  in  force  for  those  porpoaes ;"  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  PoBET,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  10th  of  December,  the  petition  of 
the  widow  and  heirs  of  Leonard  Marbury,  de- 
ceased reported  that  it  lie  on  the  table.  And  the 
report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cdtts  communicated  instructions  from 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
on  increasing  the  pay  of  the  militia  when  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Campbell,,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ao 
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act  soppieoeBtary  to  the  aei,  eatiiM  *  Ad  aet  for 
the  mort  perfect  orgaDisation  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,'.'  reported  it  wi»lfr  an  ameodmeDC. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  Qreoo, 

i?e«oiMd.  Thai  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Nary  be  directed  to  Uy  before  the 
Senate  any  correspondence  thai  may  have  taken 

Elace  between  him  and  Captain  Chaoncey  and 
lieutenant  EIHott,  relative  to  the  capture  and 
subsequent  disposition  of  the  Britisdi  armed  brigx 
Detroit  ao^  Caledonia,  os  the  8th  October,  I8I9. 

Frioay,  January  8. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  aet^  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  caltinsf  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  an^  to  repeal  the  act 
BOW  in  force  for  those  purposes,"  wa»  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  billy  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for 
the  nrore  perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee  ;  and  Mr. 
Gaillaro  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and, 
having  agreed  to  an  amendment,  the  Pr^ident 
resumed  the  Chair;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,, 
of  Maryland,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  Pre> 
aidentof  the  United  States  to  establish  post  routes 
in  certain  cases,"  was  read  a  third  time, and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Bin- 
nion  "  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Monday,  January  11. 

Jamqs  a.  Bayard,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
arrived  on  the  9ih  instant,  and  attended  this  day. 

Mr.  Bradle^,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  peo* 
pie  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  consti- 
tution and  State  government,  and  for  the  admis- 
aion  of  such  Territory  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  together  with, 
the  amendments  thereto,  reported  in  part,  a  bill 
to  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to  Congress, 
in  February,  1803,  by  James  Madison,  then  Sec- 
retary of  State ;  AlbeVt  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  Stales;  commissioners  appointed 
in  ]^rsaance  of  the  act.  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
amicable  settlement  or  limits  with  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a 

Sovernment  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  obe- 
teace  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  supplemental 
to  the  last  mentioned  act ;"  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  seooa^  rtading. 


Mr.  SifiTB.  of  Maryiaod,  fVom  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
providing  navy  pensions  in  certain  cases,"  reported 
it  amended 

The  PRBeineiiT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,  made  in 
conformity  with  their  resolution  of  the  30ih  De- 
cember, on  the  number  of  persons  born  in  foreign 
countries,  who  have  been  le^lly  naturalized  in 
the  United  States,  and  registered  annually  as 
American  seameri ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  PaaeiDBNT  also  commonicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treas- 
ury, made  in  conformity  with  the  sixth  section  of 
the  act  passed  on  the  Ist  May,  1810,  entitled  "An 
act  fixing  the  compensation  of  public  Ministers 
and  Consuls,  residing  on  the  coast  of  Barbary, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Binnion,"  was  read  the  veeond  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  8d  December,  on 
the  subject  of  public  lapds,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Gbbmar  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Nezsen,  jr.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  an  insolvent 
debtor,  imprisoned  at  the  suit  cf  the  United  States, 
praying  to  be  discharged ;  and  the  petition  was 
read}  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con* 
sidex  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  German,  Greoo,  and  Qooorioh,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  John  WoTihington,  and  others,  represent- 
ihg  Oliver  Evans  as  acting  oppressively  under 
his  patept,  for  making  and  rending  to  be  used  his 
invention  and  improvement  in  the  art  of  manu- 
facturing flour  and  meal,  and  stating  testimony 
in  support  of  the  facts  allej^ed,  and  praying  Con- 
gress again  to  take  the  subject  into  consideration, 
and  grant  relief;  and  the  memoHal  and  testimo- 
ny were  read ;  and,  on  motion,  the  testimony  was 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
memorial  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consist  of  fiwe,  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Bat- 
ARo,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Taylor,  Greoo,  and 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presidbiit  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States,- 
I  transmit  to  Congress  an  tcconat  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Government,  for  the  year  1813. 

JAM£S  MADISON. 
Jasuaet  11, 1813. 

The  Message  and  accouni  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

The  following  Messaffe  was  also  received  from 
the  Prbsideht  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  A  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of 
War,  complying  with  their  reM>lution  of  the  34th  of 
December  last.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Iajtvabt  II,  1$18. 


43 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


44r 


Bbiiatb. 


Proceedings. 


Januart,  1813. 


The  Message  and  report  thenin  referred  to 
were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  giriniif  fur- 
ther time  for  registering  claims  to  lands  in  the 
eastern  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *Aji  act  for 
the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Array  of  the 
United  States ;"  and  Mr.  Gaillard  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  to  strike 
out  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  bill,  which 
provides  one  additional  major  to  each  regiment, 
and  one  additional  third  lieutenant  to  eacn  com- 
pany or  troop,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  15,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

Tkas— ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Oermaa,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Yarnum. 

Nats — Meaars.  And^on,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
neaaee,  Crawford,  Cuita,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillaxd, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Magruder,  Poaey,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Kew  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tarner»  and  Worthington. 

The  bill  baring  been  gone  through,  the  Presi* 
deot  resMmed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Qaillard  re- 
ported  it  amended. 

Tuesday,  January  12. 

Mr.  Grgog  presented  the  petition  o(  Washing- 
ton Lee,  now  a  Captain  in  the  Army,  stating  that 
he  was  appointed  on  the  19ih  February,  18 JO,  by 
the  Commanding  General  of  the  SouthTera  depart- 
ment of  the  Army,  Judge  Advocate;  the  duties 
of  which  office  he  discharged  for  the  space  of  two 
years,  and  for  which  service  he  has  received  no 
compensation,  owing  to  the  said  appointment  not 
having  been  at  that  time  provided  tor  by  law,  and 
praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  io  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Greqo,  Posby,  and  Smith  of  New  York,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Debrow  and  James  Chittenden,  ^'Co^  citizens 
of  the  Michigan  Territory,  with  an  accoupt  of 
property  which  they  state  to  have  been  taken  and 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  on  the  9th  of  July,  1812, 
and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was  read. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  signed 
WiHiam  Duane,  on  the  subject  of  military  tac- 
tics ;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

The  bill  giving'' further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  lands  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to 
Co;igres8  in  February,  1803,  by  James  Madison, 
then  Secretary  of  State;  Albert  Gallatin,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury ;  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attor- 
ney General  of  the  United  Slates — commissioners, 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  ''  An 


act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  government  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  sap- 
plemental  fo  the  last  mentioned  act,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act^ 
entitled  *An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organizatioa 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion^  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  (sectioa 
4,  line  4)  the  words  ^'in  lieu  of  the  bounty  in 
money  heretofore  allowed," 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloy-d,  to  strike  out  (sec- 
tion 4,  lines  7,  8,  9,  and  10)  the  words  ''a  bounty 
of  forty  dollars,  bur  the  payment  of  twenty  dollars 
of  the  said  bounty  shall  be  deferred  until  he  shall 
be  mustered  and  have  joined  some  military  corps 
for  service,"  it  wa.s  determined  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  17,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio^ 
Crawford,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter^ 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nedsee,  Catts,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German, 
Howell,  Magruder,  Poaey,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maxyland,  and  Varnum. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  insert,  in  lieu  of 
the  words  last  stricken  out,  the  following  words ; 
"  an  advance  of  twenty-four  dollars,  on  account 
of  his  pay,  in  addition  to  the  existing  bounty : 
one-half  of  such  advance  to  be  paid  at  the  enlist- 
ment of  the  recruit,  and  the  other  half  when  he 
shall  be  mustered  and  have  joined  aome  military 
corps  of  the  United  States  for  service;"  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  11, 
as  follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Catts, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert^ 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Dana,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Howell,  Magrtider,  Posey,  Robinson,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  and  VamUm. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  to  strike  out  the 
first  and  second  sections'of  ihe  bill,  a  division  of 
the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Leib,  and  the 
question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, which  provides  one  additional  major  to  each 
regiment,  and  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
15,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio». 
German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Lambert^ 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Varnum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten* 
nessee,  Crawford,  Cults,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Hunter^ 
Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,. 
Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner* 

On  the  question  to  strike  out  the  second  aec« 
tion,  which  provides  one  additional  third  lieutea* 
ant  to  each  company  or  troop,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays  17,  as  follows : 
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TxA»-^M«Mn.  Bmyvd,  Bnidtey,  OmpbeU  of  Ohio, 
Geraum,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hortej,  Lombeit, 
IiOtb,  Llojd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  aad 
Vamum. 

Nati — Meaers.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ton- 
neaeee,  Crawford,  CutU,  Frinklin,  Gaiilard,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Magrader,  Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthingion. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was  agreed  to  strike 
oat  the  words  "  five  dollars,"  beio^  the  allowance 
to  the  officers  on  recruiting  service,  and  that  it 
should  stand  blank  ;  section  five,  line  four;  and, 
after  debate,  on.motioD,by  Mr.  Robin80N,  it  was 
agreed  to. fill  the  blank  with  the  words  "four 
dollars." 

And  the  reported  amendments  having  been 
agreed  to,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  ia 
the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gaiilard,  German,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib, 
M agrnder,  Posey,  Reed,  Robinson,  SiAith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Vamum. 


Wbbnebday,  January  13. 

The  Pbebidbiit  common  icaCed  the  retwrt  of 
the  Secretary  acting  for  the  Department  of  War, 
made  in  obedience  to. the  first  aeetion  of  the  aet. 
entitled  *'An  act  further  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  tbe  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,''  passed 
the  third  day  of  March,  1809;  and  the  report 
was  read.  ^ 

Mr.  Magrudbr,  from  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject  of  public  lands,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Chacherie;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendmenis  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  aet 
for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,"  were  reported  by  the  com* 
mittee  correctly  engrossed  \  and  the  bill  was  read 
a  third'  time  as  amended, 

Retoivedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  tbe  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions, and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those 
purposes  *,''  and  Mr.  Bradley  was  requested  to 
take  the  Chair ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, the  President  resumed  the  Chair;  and  on-the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en|^rossed  and  read  a 
third  time  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry 
ioto  effect  the  report  made  to  Congress  in  Fel>* 
ruray,  1883,  by  James  Madison,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  Albert  GalLattn,  Seoretarf  of  the  TreasufY, 
and  I^evi  LiacoUi,  Attof ney  Qenetal  of  the  Uni- 


ted  States,  commissioners,  appointed  in  pursu-' 
ance  of  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  amicable 
settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia*^ 
and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  govern- 
ment in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  obedience 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the 
last  mentioned  act." 

Mr.  Anoerson  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair, 
and  the  bill  was  amended,  and  the  President  re*, 
sumed  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Birb,  the  further  consider* 
atioUf  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  providing  for 
navy  pensions  in  certain  cases,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments, on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsioent  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  JSenaU  and  House  of 

Mepretentaiives  of  ike  Uniied  Staie$ .' 

At  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly'  of  Mary- 
land, communicatad  by  the  Governor  of  that  Stata,  I 
lay  before  Congress  copies  of  their  aet  passed  on  the 
seeond  instant 

JAMES  MADISON. 

iAHOABT  18,  1818. 

The  Message  and  act  therein  referred  to  were' 
read. 

CAPTURE  OF  BRITISH  VESSELS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  correspond* 
enoe  called  for  by  their  resolution  of  the  7th  instant 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jahuabt  13,  1813. 

The  Message  and  papers  therein  referred  to  ' 
were  read,  and   referred  to   the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  9th  November,  on  so  much  uf  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the;^ United  States  ' 
as  relates  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

The  documents  are  as  follow: 

Black  Rock,  OeMer  9,  \%\% 

Sib :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform,  you  that,  on  the 
momuig  of  the  8th  instant,  two  British  vessels,  whieh 
I  was  informed  were  His  Britannic  Majesty's  brig  De^ 
troit,  late  the  United  States'  brig  Adams,  and  the  brig 
Hunter,  mounting  fourteen  guns,  but  which  afterwards 
proved  to  be  the  brig  Csjedonta,  both  said  to  be  well 
aimed  and  manned,  came  down  the  lak€,  and  anchored 
under  the  protection  of  Fort  Erie.  Having  been  on 
the  lines  for  some  time,  and  in  a  measure  inactively 
empbyed,  I  determined  to>make  an  attack,  and,  if  pos^ 
sible,  get  possession  of  them ;  a  strong  inducement  to 
this  attempt  arose  from  a  conviction  that  with  those 
two  vessels,  added  to  those  which  I  have  purchased 
and  am  fitting  out,  I  should  be  able  to  meet  the  re- 
mainder of  the  British  force  on  the  upper  lakes,  and 
save  an  incalculable  expense  and  labor  to  the  Govern* 
ASBt    Ob  the  morning  of  their  arrival^  I  heard  that  ' 
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•ur  seamen  were  but  a  short  distance  from  thia  place, 
and  immediately  despatched  an  express  to  the  officers, 
directing  them  to  use  all  possible  despatch  in  getting 
the  men  to  this  place,  as  I  had  important  service  to  per- 
form. On  their  arrival,  which  was  about  12  o'clock,  I 
discovered  that  they  had  only  twenty  pistols,  and  neither 
cutlasses,  nor  battle  axes ;  but  on  application  to  Gen- 
erals Smyth  and  HaU,  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  I 
was  supplied  with  a  few  arms,  and  General  Smyth  was 
•o  good,  on  my  request,  as  immediately  to  detach  fifty 
men  from  the  regulars,  armed  with  muskets ;  by  four 
o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  I  had  my  men  selected  and 
stationed  in  two  boats  which  I  had  previously  prepared 
for  the  purpose ;  with  thoee  beats,  fifty  men  in  each, 
mud  under  circumstances  Tery  disadvantageous,  my 
men  having  had  scarcely  time  to  refreah  themselves, 
after  a  fatiguing  march  of  five  hundred  miles,  I'  put 
off  from  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  creek,  at  one  o'clock  the 
following  morning ;  and  at  three  I  was  alongside  the 
vessels ;  in  about  ten  minutes  I  had  the  prisoners  all 
secured,  the  topsails  sheeted  home,  and  the  vessels 
under  way;  unfortunately  -the  wind  was  not  sufficient- 
ly strong  to  get  me  up  against  a  rapid  current  into  the 
lake,  where  I  understood  another  armed  vessel  lay  at 
anchor,  and  I  was  obliged  to  run  down  the  river  by 
the  forts,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  round,  g^ape,  and  can- 
ister, from  a  number  of  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  and 
several  pieces  of  flying  artillery ;  was  compelled  to  An- 
chor at  a  distance  of  about  four  hundred  yards  from 
two  of  their  batterief .  After  the  discharge  of  the  first 
gun«  which  was  from  the  flying  artillery,  I  hauled  to  the 
lAiore,  and  observed  to  the  officer  that  if  another  gon 
was  fired,  I  would  bring  the  prisoners  oh  deck,  and  ex- 
pose them  to  the  fiite  we  should  all  share ;  but  notwith- 
standing they  disregarded  the  caution,  continuing  a 
constant  and  destructive  fire,  one  single  moment's  re- 
flection determined  me  not  to  commit  an  act  that  woold 
subject  me  to  the  imputation  of  barbarity.  The  Cale- 
donia had  been  beached  in  as  safe  a  position  as  the 
circumstances  would  admit  of,  under  one  of  our  batte- 
ries at  HIack  Rock ;  I  now  brought  all  the  guns  of  the 
Detroit  on  one  side,  next  the  enemy,  stationed  the  men 
at  them,  and  directed  a  fire,  which  was  continued  as 
long  as  our  ammunition  lasted,  and -circumstances  per- 
mitted. During  the  contest,  I  entleavored  to  get  the 
Detroit  on  our  side,  by  sending  a  line  (there  being  no 
wind)  on  shore,  with'  all  the  line  I  could  muster;  but 
the  current  being  so  strong  the  boat  could  not  reach 
the  shore.  I  then  hauled  on  shore,  and  requested  that 
warps  should  be  made  fast  on  the  land  and  sent  on 
board,  the  attempt  to  do  which  again  proved  useless. 
As  the  fire  was  such  as  \fould,  in  all  pnibability,  sink 
the  vessel  in  a  short  time,  I  determined  to  drop  down 
the  river,  out  of  reach  of  the  batteries,  and  make  a 
stand  against  the  flying  artillery.  I  accordingly  out  the 
cable  and  made  sail,  with  very  light  airs,  and  at  that 
instant  discovered  that  the  pilot  had  abandoned  me. 
I  drop^d  astern,  for  about  ten  minutes,  when  I  was 
brought  up  on  our  shore,  on  Squaw  island ;  got  the 
boarding  boat  made,  hsd  all  the  prisoners  put  in  and 
sent  on  shore,  with  directions  for  the  officer  to  return 
for  me,  and  what  property  we  could  get  from  the  brig ; 
he  did  not  return,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  the  boat's 
getting  ashore.  Discovering  a  skiff  under  the  counter, 
I  sent  the  four  remaining  prisoners  in  the  boat,  and, 
with  my  officer,  I  went  on  shore  to  bring  the  boat  off; 
I  asked  for  protection  to  the  brig  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Scott,  who  readily  gave  it ;  at  this  moment  I  dis- 
covered a  boat,  with  about  forty  soldiers,  fkom  the  Brit- 
ish side,  making  for  the  Iwig;  they  got  on  board,  .bnt 


were  soon  compelled  to  aba|idon  her»  with  the  loss  of 
nearly  all  their  itaen.  During  the  whole  of  this  morn- 
ing both  sides  of  the  river  k^t  op,  alternately,  a  con- 
stant fire  on  the  brig,  and  so  much  injured  her  that  it 
waa  impossible  to  have  floated  her.  Before  I  left  her, 
she  had  received  twelve  shot,  of  large  size,  in  her  bends, 
her  sails  in  ribands,  and  her  rigging  all  cut  to  pieces. 
To  my  officers  and  men,  I  feel  under  great  obligations ; 
to  Captain  Towson,  and  Lieuteriant  Rosch,  of  the  sec- 
ond regiment  of  artillery;  Ensign  Presstman,  of  the 
infantry ;  to  Cornelius  Chapin,  Mr.  John  McComb, 
Messrs.  John  Tower,  Thomas  Davis,  Peter  Overtacks, 
James  Sloan,  resident  gentlemen  of  Buffalo,  for  their 
soldier  and  Sailor-like  conduct ;  in  a^word,  every  man 
fought  with  theii  hearts  animated  only  by  the  interest 
and  honor  of  their  country.  The  prisoners  I  have 
turned  over  to  the  military.  The  Detroit  mounted  six 
six-pound  long  guns ;  a  commanding  lieutenant,  a  lieu- 
tenant of  marines,  a  boatswain  and  gunner,  and  fifty - 
six  men;  about  thirty  American  prisoners  on  board; 
muskets,  pistols,  and  battle-axes ;  in  boarding  her,  I 
lost  one  man,  one  officer  wounded  ;  Mr.  John  C.  Cum- 
mings,  acting  midshipman,  a  bayonet  through  the 
leg ;  his  conduct  was  correct,  and  deserves  the  notice 
of  the  Department 

The  Caledonia  mounted  two  small  guns,  blunder- 
busses, pistols,  muskets,  cutlasses,  and  boarding  pis- 
lols ;  twelve  men,  including  officers ;  ten  prisoners  on 
board ;  the  boat  boarding  her,  commanded  by  Sailing- 
master  George  Watts,  performed  his  duty  in  a  maa- 
terly  style;  but  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded  bad- 
ly, I  am  afraid,  mortally. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged 
in  the  enterprise,  and  also  a  view  of  the  lake  and  river 
in  the  different  situations  of  attack;  in  -a  day  or  two 
I  shall  forward  the  names  of  the  prisoners.  The  Cale- 
donia belongs  to  the  Northwest  Company,  laden  with 
furs,  worth,  I  understood,  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

JESSE  D.  ELLIOTT. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamiltov, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Elliott  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Black  Rock,  October  10,  1812. 

Sin :  In  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  If  stated  my 
intention  to  enclose  to  you  a  list  of  the  officers  and 
men  engaged  with  me  in  capturing  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's brig,  the  Detroit,  and  brig  Caledonia.  The  in- 
cessant fire  of  the  enemy,  and  my  own  constant  en- 
gagements for  the  protection  of  the  veisels,  compel 
me  to  postpone  sending  that  list  until  snother  oppor- 
tunity. Last  evening,  having  observed  an  intention, 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  to  remove  the  ordnance  and 
military  stores  with  which  the  Detroit  was  charged,  I 
determined  at  once  to  set  her  on  fire ;  thereby  to  pre- 
vent her  having  the  aid  of  masts  and  yards  in  get- 
ting her  guns  into  boats,  she  having  five  twelve-pound 
guns  in  her  hold,  and  six  six-pounders  upon  her  deck, 
that  I  could  prepare  them,  and,  with  my  sailors,  remove 
the  ordnance  during  the  night,  when  unobserved  by 
the  enemy.  These  preparations  I  am  now  making, 
and  shall,  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible,  con- 
tinue to  get  the  ordnance,  and  place  it  in  our  battery, 
as  we  are  much  in  want — ^not  one  piece  at  Black 
Rock.  The  Caledonia  I  have  perfoetly  recovered  from 
the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  dec 

J£8S£  D.  ELLIOTT. 
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UffiUmmHtEIMt  to  Commodore  Cimmeij^,  dtd^ 

BiACX  Rock,  (ht.  10,  1812. 
8»  t  I  httT«  the  iionor  to  infonn  jou  thait  od  the 
mornuig  of  tlie  6th  instant,  two  TeMols,  ander  British 
colon,  eune  down  Lake  Erie,  and  anchored  ondar  the 
protection  Of  Fort  £rie ;  that,  an  the  same  day,  a  de- 
tachment of  men  arrived  from  New  York,  accoropa^ 
nied  by  Sailingmaaters  Watts  and  Chisson,  with  some 
masters*  mates  and  midshipmen ;  that,  on  the  morn- 
ing following,  I,  with  two  boats  previonsly  prepared 
for  the  purpose,  boarded  and  took  possession  of  them, 
with  the  loss  of  two  men  killed,  Samuel  Fortune  and 
Daniel  Martin,  and  four  wounded — Acting  Midship- 
man John  C.  Cnmmings,  John  Garling,  Nathan  Ann- 
strong,  Jerome  Sardie,  and  John  Yosen.  As  there  is 
not  a  probability  of  your  receiviiig  this  shortly,  I  have 
made  a  communication  to  the  Department  upon  the 
subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  for  your  perusal.^  I 
beg  yon  will  not  have  conceived  me  hasty  in  making 
this  attack.    I  acted  as  if  the  action  came  directly  from 

yonrself. 

Let  me  recommend  to  your  particular  attention  the- 
officers  and  men  who  performed  this  serviee— each  and 
all  did  their  doty.  The  ensign  of  the  Adams  f  will 
send  yon  at  an  early  J>pportanity ;  it  is  at  your  dispo- 
sal. The  particulars,  as  it  regards  the  vessels,  I  will 
fi>rward  yon  in  a  day  or  two ;  at  present  I  am  mnch 
engaged.    With  sentiments,  A^c 

P.  8.  I  have  neglected  mentieniBg  to  you  thenamas 
of  the  vessels  captured.  One,  His  Britannic  Majesty*s 
brig,  ••the  Detroit,"  formerly  the  United  States*  brig 
Adams;  the  other,  a  brig  belonging  to  the  Northwtet 
Company,  loaded  with  skins^  called  the  Caledonia. 

Commodore  Chauneey  to  Paul  HamiUon,  Esq.,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 

Sackbtt's  Habbob,  October  16,  1818. 

8iB :  I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that, 
by  a  gentleman  who  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon, 
from  Buf&lo,  I  learn  that  Lieutenant  Elliott,  with 
about  siity  sailors,  and  a  number  of  volunteer  milittm, 
cut  out  from  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Erie,  on  the  night 
of  the  8th  instent,  the  brig  Adams  (lately  surrendered 
at  Detroit)  and  the  schooner  Caledoniar  laden  with 
peltry,  said  to  be  very  valuable ;  but,  in  running  theae 
Teasels  for  Black  Rock,  they  both  grounded,  in  such  a 
aitnatien  that  the  British  fort  was  firing  on  them,  when 
my  informant  left  there  on  Friday  morning  last.  It 
was,  however,  believed  that,  if  they  oould  not  be  got 
off,  they  could  be  destroyed.  I,  however,  hope  that 
Lieutenant  EliioU  will  be  able  to  save  both  vessels  ; 
for,  such  an  addition  to  our  little'force  on  Lake  Erie, 
at  this  time,  would  be  invaluable.  Lieutenant  Elliott 
deserves  much  praise  for  the  promptness  with  which 
he  executed  this  service ;  as  the  sailors  had  only  ar- 
rived at  Black  Rock  on  the  8th,  and  he  bad  no  parti- 
cular orders  from  me,  except  to  have  boats  built  and 
prepared  for  cutting  out  me  British  vessels,  which  I 
knew  rendezvoused  near  Fort  Erie.  If  Lieutenant 
Elliott  succeed  in  saving  the  Adams  and  Caledonia,  I 
think  that  we  shall  obtein  the  command  of  Lake  Erie 
before  December ;  but,  as  to  this  lake,  I  hardly  know 
what  to  say,  as  there  has  not  a  single  pound  of  pow- 
doTy  nor  a  gmn,  arrived  yet,  and  I  can  make  no  <^cu« 
lation  When  any  will  arrive.  I  .foel  quite  diacour- 
aged,  and  shall  be  tempted  to  seek  the  enemy,  with 
the  Oneida  alone,  if  the  guns  do  not  arrive  soon. 

The  sailors  have  all  arrived  at  their  pUcea  of  dep ti* 


nation;  but  the  marinas  have  not  airimd.    I,  however, 
hope  to  see  them  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon.  Paul  Haxiltok, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Sacblbtt's  Hasbob,  October  37,  18 IS. 

Sib.:  1  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  copies  of 
two  letters  from  Lieutenant  Elliott,  giving  an  account 
of  his  having  cutout  from  under  Fort  Erie,  on  Lake  Erie, 
in  a  most  gallant  manner,  two  British  brigs,  the  Detroit 
(late  Adams)  and  the  Caledoniai  The  Detroit  was  man- 
ned and  armed  as  a  man  of  war;  the  Caledonia  be- 
longed to  the  Northwest  Company,  and  was  loaded 
with  peltry. 

Nothing  that  I  can  say,  more  than  I  have  already 
said  in  a  former  communication  upon  this  anbjaet,  will 
add  to  the  credit  of  Lieutenant  Elliott,  and  the  gallant, 
officers  and  men  who  accompanied  him.  The  thing 
speaks  for  itself,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  be  duly  appreci- 
ated by  all  who  may  have  any  idea  of  the  difficulties 
that  he  had  to  encounter,  after  getting  possession  of 
these  vessels.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ISAAC  QHAUNCBY. 

Hon.  Paul  Hakiltov, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

WASKiiraTaB,  Jan.  8,  1819- 
Sitt :  In  answer  to  your  note,  requesting  of  me  <'  a 
general  description*  of  the  armament  and  stores  on 
board  at  tha  ttma  of  the  eaptava  of  the  Adams,  and  the 
probable  number  of  mea,"  I  can  state,  that  I  sailed 
from  Maiden  in  the  Adams,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Erie 
on  the  morning  preceding  the  night  in  which  yon  oap- 
tured  that  vessel.  I  left  her  in  the  afternoon,  and 
crossed  in  her  boat  to  Bufialo,  vrith  a  flag.  Whan  I 
left  the  Adams,  she  had  on  board  five  guns  mounted, 
(six  and  four  pounders,)  and  six  long  twelves  in  her 
hold.  She  had  also  on  board  a  quantity  of  powder 
and  ball,  add  a  number  of  boxes  of  muskets.  I  am 
not  able  to  stete,  of  my  own  knowledge,  the  number 
of  stand  of  arms,  but  I  have  been  informed  that  nearly 
all  the  arms  taken  at  Detroit  ^ere  on  board ;  if  that 
was  the  fact,  the  number  must  have  been  two  thou- 
sand. The  number  of  the  crew  that  1  left  on  board 
conld  not  vary  much  from  sixty,  and  the  number  of 
American  prisoners  about  thirty,  including  three  offi- 
cen.    I  have  the  honor  to  ba,  &c. 

HARRIS  H.  HICKMAN. 
Lieut.  D.  Eluott,  U.  8,  Naoy* 

Navt  I^xpabtxknt,  Oct.  27,  1813. 

Sib  :  I  have  received,  with  great  satisfaction,  your 
communication  of  the  ninth  inatant,  and  have  been 
deatred  by  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  to  return 
to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  officers  and  men  under 
your  command,  in  the  expedition  to  Fort  Erie,  which 
terminated  to  the  glory  of  the  American  arms,  his  par- 
ticular Uianks.    I  am,  with  great  respect,  d^c. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

P.  S.  Your  having  absteined  from  fulfilling  your  in- 
timation that  you  would  expose  your  prisoners  to  the 
enemy's  fire,  is  highly  approved. 

JaaaB  D.  Ealiott,  £s|]., 

Lieut.  Commanding^  Black  fioek. 
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Januabt,  1813. 


Tbubsdat,  JaDBiry  14. 

The  amend ments  to  the  bill,  eotitled  "An  act 
providing  for  navy  pensions  in  certain  cases," 
were  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  calliog  forth  the  militia  fo  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  UnioD,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now 
in  force  for  those  purposes/'  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  memorial  of  the  man- 
agers of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  ^tating 
that,  to  enable  them  to  promote  the  object  of  the 
institution,  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  the  sa- 
cred Scriptures,  they  had  ordered,  in  the  year 
1809,  a  set  of  stereotype  plates  from  England, 
and  praying  that  the^e  plates  may  be  exonerated 
from  the  additional  duties  since  imposed  on  Brit- 
ish manufactures;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Leib,  Robinson,  and  Grego,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Chacherie,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Magbuobr,  recommitted  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed ihe  2d  of  December,  on  the  subject  of 
public  lands,  further  to  consider 'and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  Ihe  report  made  to  Congress  in  February, 
1803,  by  Jame3  Madison,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
Albert  GkiUatio,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
Leri  Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  commissioners,  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  amicable  settle- 
ment of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia,  and 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  government 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  last 
mentioned  act,"and  Mr.  Anoerson  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair;  and,  after  debate,  ihe  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Anderson  re- 
ported the  bill  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  by  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Fbiday,  January  15. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  the  letter  signed  Wil- 
liam Duane,  communicated  the  12ih  instant,  on 
the  subject  of  military  tactics,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  ; 
and  Messrs.  Lbib,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  An- 
derson, were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  13th  in- 
stant, wiih  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  therein  communicated, 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 


and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bayard.  Grbqo, 
and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  SMrm,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  minority  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  on  their  application  for  admission  into 
the  Union,  on  a  footing  with  the  original  States, 
and  praying  Congress  to  defer  the  passing  any 
law  ror  that  purpose,  until  their  population  shall 
amount  to«ixty  thousand  free  persons,  as  is  stated 
at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted, on  the  6th  Instant,  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives^  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  Territory  into  tne  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,"  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
'  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 
force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  They  do 
not  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize 

foods,"  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  subject,  and 
ave  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ten- 
nessee, that  it  nqw  be  read  a  second  time,  it  was 
objected  to,  as  against  the  rule.  The  bill  was 
then  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (o  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to  Con- 
gress in  February,  1803,  by  James  Madison^  then 
Secretary  of  State,  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  an  amicdble  settlement  of  limits  with  the 
Slate  of  Georgia,* and' authorizing  the  establish* 
ment  of  a  -government  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
supplemental  to  the  last  mentioned  act." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goooricr,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Sebate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
npents  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  coocerniiiff  letters  jof  marque,  prizes,  and 
prize  goods ;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith^  of 
Maryland, 

RtBoltedy  That  they  insist  on  their  amendments, 
and  agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  House 
of  Representatives.  ' 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
ApfnER80N,and  Taylor,  be  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 
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Proeeeding9. 


SfiHATB. 


Mr.  HoRSBT  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  coosideration. 

Betoived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8Utes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
French  decree,  purporting  to  be.  a  definitive  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree,  referred  to  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  the  4th  of  November  last ;  and,  also,  any  cor- 
respondence or  information,  touching  the  relation  of 
the  United  States  with  France,  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  not  heretofore  communicated, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  is  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest  to  communicate. 


Saturday,  January  16. 

The  biir,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
tecond  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed, the  9ih  of  November,  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
concerns  our  foreign  relations,  the  military  estab- 
lishment, and  volunteers. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Philadelphia  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  on 
the  question;  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

A  message  from  the  Housjs  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  certain  partial  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  1813;"  in  which  bill 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  npentioned  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Presioent  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  relative  to  public  contracts ; 
also,  on  the  salaries  allowed  to  the  clerks  of  that 
department,  during  the  year  1812;  and  the  re* 
porta  were  severally  read. 


MoNOAY,  January  18. 

Mr.  Magrdder,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Binnion,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  con:;ideration  of  the 
bill  to  carry  into  eflect  the  report  made  to  Con- 

§ress  in  February,  1803,  by  James  Madison,  then 
ecretary  of  State,  Albert  Gallatin.  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  Gene- 
ral of  the  United  States, commissioners,  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an 
amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  authori/in|^  the  establishment. of  a 
government  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  provisions  of  the  act  supplemental 
to  the  last  mentioned  act."  And  the  bill  was 
further  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
aikl  read  a  th^ird  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  11,  as 
follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brtdley,  Brent*  Cults, 
Qoodiich,  Honey,  Uowell*  Hunter,  Lambert,  Pope, 


Poeey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  and 
Vamum. 

Nats—- Meors.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Ohio^  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  Gaillard,  Letb,  Magruder,  Reed,  Tait, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Philadelphia  was  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  certain  par- 
tial appropriations  for  the  year  1813,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  of  the 
motion  made  the  16th  instant,  which  was  amended 
and  agreed  to.  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  4o  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  French  decree,  purporting  to  he  a 
definitive  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
referred  to  in  his  Message  of  the  4th  November 
last,  together  with  such  information  as  he  may 
possess,  concerning  the  time  and  manner  of  pro- 
mulgating the  same;  and,  also,  any  correspond- 
ence or  information  touching  the  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  France,  in  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  State,  not  heretofore  communi- 
cated, which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  PreMdent  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest  to  communicate. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jared 
Shattuck,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


Tobsdat,  January  19. 

The  bill,  entitled  "Anactfor  the  relief  of  Jared 
Sbattuck,''  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Braolet,  Tait,  and  Var- 
Nuu,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Llotd  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reiohedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  an 
account  of  the  sale  or  disposition  of  three  mHUoDs  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  of  Treasury 
notes,  subscribed  for  by  various  banks,  as  stated  in 
the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  time  and  ternui  of  sale  to  such  banks  respec- 
tively ;  and  the  stale  of  their  several  aooounis  with  the 
Treasury  Department,  from  the  time  of  such  sale  or 
subscription,  to  the  first  day  of  the  piesent  month  of 
January. 

The  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Binnion,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  toe  Senate  that  the  House  iia?e  passed 
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Beiolutiont  of  tlte  8Me  <f  Okh. 


JAN0ART,  1813. 


a  bill,  eDtitled  ''Aaaet  coDfirniHig  eectain  cUima 
to  lauds  in  the  district  of  Vmcenies;"  in  which 
they  request  the  concarreoce  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  meDtioned  was  read,-  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Paesioent communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  trans- 
mi  ttiog  a  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
conformably  to  **Ao  act  to  ascertain  the  Western 
boundary  of  the  district  reserved  for  satitifying 
the  military  bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  continental  estab- 
lishment;'^ and  the  letter  and  report  were  read. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to 
Congress,  in  February,  ot^e  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  by  James  Madison,  then  Secre- 
tary o(  State,  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  commissioners,  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  for  an 
amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the  State  of 
Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a 

fovernment  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  obe- 
ience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  supplemental 
to  the  last  mentioned  act."  was  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  finU  read  a  third 
time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  9, 
as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bsyaid,  Bradley,  Pans,  German, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lamberli  Pope, 
Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tayior,  and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  Franklin, 
Leib,  Magruder,  Reed,  Tait,  Turneri  and  Worth- 
ington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an 
additional  military  force,'  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

OHIO  RESOLUTIONS. 

TfaePafisiDENTcommunicated  a  letter  from  the 
'  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclosing  the 
declaration  and  resolves  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  that  State,  approbatory  of  the  measures  of 
the  Administration  in  regard  to  the  war  with 
Bngland,  and  pledging  themselves  and  their  con- 
stituents to  aid  in  its  prosecution. 
The  letter  and  resolutions  were  as  follow : 

Chilicotks,  January  10,  IBIS.' 
Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed 
dedaralton,  and  am,  with  high  esteem,  your  obedient 
servant,  R.  J.  MEIGS. 

Hon.  the  Sfxaksm  of  the  Senate  U.  8, 

DeeUtrtfHtm  and  Reaohee  ef  the  General  Aeeembhf  of 

the  State  pf  Ohio. 

It  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  that  this  General 
Assembly  should  convene  under  circumstances  new, 
replete  with  interest,  and  of  great  national  concern. 
Wliile  the  moral  and  political  coavulaions  of  Europe 
have  shaken  empires  from  their  centre,  this  natioa  has, 
alone,  punned  a  peaoefnl  policy.    It  has  gtowii  in 


wealth,  it  has  increased  in  importaoee,  until  its  power 
has  become  a  cause  of  jealousy  among  the  nataons  of 
the  old  world,  and  its  wealth  has  but  too  efiectually 
invited  their  rapacity. 

Endeavoring  to  surmount  injustice,  with  its  view 
fixed  on  peace,  and  with  exertions  never  suspended, 
the  American  Administration  has'.determined,  if  prac- 
ticable, to  elude  the  evils  of  war.  Mildness  has  charac* 
terized  its  manner,  and  justice  has  been  its  whole  de- 
mand: but  forbearance  has  been  in  vain.  Forgetting 
the  principles  of  justice,  and  regardless  of  our  unques- 
tioned rights,  the  great  contending  Powers  of  Europe 
have  reduced  plunder  to  system,  and,  in  that  system, 
unremittingly  persevere.  Nor  is  this  all:  the  British 
nation  has  superadded  personal  oppression,  and  the 
crnel  enslavement  of  our  citixens ;  and,  even  when 
professedly  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  she  has 
been  perfidiously  accessary  to  the  murder  of  our  frontier 
inhabitants,  by  instigating  and  aiding  her  savage  al- 
lies, whose  crnel  mode  of  warfiire  is  disgraceful  to  hu- 
manity. Stilt  vras  she  inviited  to  bo  just.  While  the 
sword  was  yet  starting  from  its  scabbard,  the  olive 
brflinch  was  cordially  offered  to  the  enemy ;  but  this 
ofier  is  refused,  and  the  only  Republic  which  has  sur- 
vived the  general  wrecl^  of  nations  is  in  open  war. 

Impressed  with  a  fiiH  conviction  that  the  war  in 
which  this  nation  is  involved  is,  on  our  part,  just  and 
necessary ;  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  Adminis- 
tration, in  recommending  the  measure,  and  its  mild, 
oonciliatoiy,  and  continued  efibrta  to  secure  to  this  na- 
tion an  honorable  peace,  merit  the  entire  approbation 
of  this  General  Assembly ;  and  that  not  only  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  this  people,  but  its  continuance  as  a 
free  and  independent  nation,  depend  upon  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  :  therefore, 

Reeoived,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
OhiOf  That,  in  the  name,  and  in  behalf  of  our  con- 
stituents, we  pledge  ourselves  to  aid  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  present  emergency,  to  the  extent  of 
our  resources ;  and  we  do  this  in  the  hope  that  the 
goodly  heritage  of  our  freedom  may  descend  from  us 
to  posterity,  as  we  received  it,  excellent  and  unim- 
paired. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  we  have  seen,  with 
emotions  of  much  concern,  the  protracted  delay  of  the 
French  Government  to  render  justice  to  this  nation  for 
its  outrageous  depredations  upon  us,  and  that  we  will 
afiford  to  the  constituted  authorities,  in  whose  wisdom 
and  firmness  we  place  confident  reliance,  our  utmost 
support  in  their  efforts  to  sustain  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, and  to  obtain  suitable  amends  for  its  injuries. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
General  Assembly,  every  republican  is  now  peculiarly 
called  upon,  by  all  honorable  and  honest  motives,  to 
sacrifice,  at  the  shrine  of  his  country,  political  dissen- 
sions and  personal  animosities,  and,  with  united  eflbrts,. 
to  rescue  from  danger  that  civil  and  political  liberty, 
for  which  our  fathers  so  arduously  struggled  and  so 
freely  bled. 

Be  ii  further  resohed.  That  the  Governor  be  r^ 
quested  to  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  one  copy  each  of  the 
foregoing  declaration  and  resolutions. 

JOHN  POLLOCK, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives* 
THOMAS  KIRKER, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
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Amendment  to  the  ConeUtutian. 
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WEDNesDAY.  January  20. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  '^An  aet  confirming^  certain 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vineennes,''  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com^ 
mittee  appointed  the  2d  of  December,  on  the 
subject  of  public  lands,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthinqton.  tbe  letter 
from  the  Comniissioaer  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  communicated  yesterday,  together  with 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  con- 
formably to  "An  act  to  ascertain  the  western 
boundary  of  the  district  reserved  for  aatisfyiog 
the  military  bounties  allowed  to  tbe  officers  and 
soldiers  of  tbe  Virfinia  line  on  contineatal  estab-' 
lasbment,"  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
cotisist  o(  &ye  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and 'Messrs.  VARNcrir,  Howell,  Ander- 
son, Brent,  and  Lbib,  were  appolhted  the  eom- 
miitee. 

Mr.  Gbrbcan  presented  tbe  petition  of  John 
Redfield,  junior,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  an  in- 
solvent debtor,  imprisoned  at  the  sttit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  praying  to  be  discharged;  and  the 
petition  was  r^ad,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
who  have  under  eoasideration  the  petition  of 
William  Nexaeo,  junior,  to  conatder  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Th^  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  maJe  yesterday  in  relation  to  Treasury 
notes,  sUhscribed  lor  by  the  various  banks;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Turner,  in  paraoanceof  instroctioos  from 
tbe  Legislature  of  th«  State  of  Norib  Carolina, 
submitted  the  following  motion  for  cotisidera- 
tioD ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading: 

**  Resoivedj  by  the  Senait  and  Hotue  of  Hepreaenii^ 
tivte  ofiht  Vntted  States  of  America  in  Congress  as' 
sembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring  thereitit 
That  the  followiag  amendment  to  tbe  ConBtitution  of 
the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legiriatures  of 
the  several  States,  which,  when  ratifled  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  ihree-iburths  of  the  said  States,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  mtenU  and  purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said 
Conetitatioa : 

**That,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  choosing  rspreaeotatives 
In  the  Congress  oribe  United  States,  each  State  shall, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  dis» 
tricts,  equal  to  the  number  of  representatives  to  which 
such  State  may  be. entitled. 

*<  Those  districts  shall  be  formed  of  contiguous  ter- 
ritory, and  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal 
number  of  inhabitants,  entitled  by  the  Constitution  to 
be  represented;  in  each  district  the  qualified  voters 
fehsU  elect  one  representative,  and  no  more. 

'^That,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  Electors  of 
President  end  Vice  Fivstdent  of  the  United  States, 
each  State  shall*  by  its  LegislatUTe,  be  divided  into  a 
number  of  districts,  equal  to  the  number  of  Electora  to 
which  sttdi  State  may  be  entitled:  those  districts  shall 
be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  contain,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants,  en- 
titled by  the  Constitution  to  representation;  .  In  each 
penons  qualified  to  vole  for  le^ieaoatativea 


4iaH  appoitttone  filector,  and  no  more.  The  Electors, 
when  convened,  shall  have  power,  in  ease  one  or  more 
of  those  appointed  as  above  prescribed  shall  fail  to 
attend  for  the  purposes  of  their  said  appointment  on 
the  day  presonbed  for  giving  their  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  to  appoint 
another  or  others  to  act  in  the  place  of  him  or  them  so 
failing  to  attoikd. 

**  Neither  the  districta  fi»r  choosing  repiesentativea, 
nor  those  for  appointing  Electors,  shall  be  sltered  ia 
any  State,  until  a  census  and  apportionment  of  rd[ve- 
sentatives  under  it,  msde  subsequent  to  the  division  of 
the*  State  into  districts,  shall  change  the  nuniber  of 
representativta  and  of  Electors  to  which  such  State 
may  be  entitled.  The  division  of  the  States  into  dis- 
tricts hereby  provided  lor  shall  take  place  immediate 
after  this  araendmenlahall  be  adopted  and  ratified  Sm 
a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
successively  afterwards,  whenever  by  a  census  and  ap- 
portionment of  representatives  and  of  Electors  to  vrhich 
any  State  may  be  entitled,  shall  be  changed;  the 
division  of  such  State  into  districts,  for  the  purposes 
both  of  choosing  representatives  and  of  appointing 
Electors,  shall  be  altered  .  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  this  amendment,  and  on  no  other  occasion.'* 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WhoU,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^Air  net  to  raiae 
an  additional  military  force,'  apd  for  other  par^ 
poses;"  and  Mr.  Amdersom  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  md- 
journed. 


TauRBDAT,  Janoary  21. 

,  The  motion  made  yesterday  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  on  the  mode  oi' 
electing  representatives  and  Electors,  was  read 
the  seoomi  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  seven  membere,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Turmbr,  Lloyik, 
Bayard,  Goodrich,  Giles,  Pope,  and  Tait, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  S^iiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committte 
to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  relativa 
to  the  brilliant  achievements  of  Captaioa  Hull, 
Deoatur,and  Jones,  reported  it  witb  an  amend- 
mjent. 

Mr.  TAiTgave  notice  that  to-morrow  heahould 
asjr  leafeto  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and  .continue 
in  force  "An  act  declaring  the  conaent^  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  tbe  State  of  Georgia,  pasaed 
the  12th  of  December,  1804,  establishing  the  fees 
of  the  barbormaater  and  health  officer  of  the 
ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's." 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ccmsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  raise 
an  additional  military  force,  and  Cor  other  pur- 
poses,** 

On  motion,  by  Mr*-  Lbib,  to  strike  out,  section 
1,'  lines  &  and  7,  the  words  *'one  year,"  for  tha 
purpose  of  insertiner  a  Idnger  time,  a  division  waa 
called  for,  and,  on  tbe  question  to  strike  out,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmative-^yeas  19,  nays  16, 
as  follows: 

YxAS-^Meaars.  Bayard,  Bradley,  OampbeU  of  Obio^ 
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Dana,  GailUird,  German,  Giles,  Oilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Huoter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell, 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Magrnder, 
Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait»  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnnm,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  to  iDsert,  in  lieu  of 
the  words  stricken  out,  the  words  "during  the 
war,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15, 
ndiys  20,  as  follows : 

YxAS-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd.  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Dana,  Gailiard,  Howell,  Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson, 
Smith,  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Worthington. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
''An  act  authorizing  the  admission,  under  certain 
circumstances,  of  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  with  their  cargoes, 
from  British  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  with  amendments;  in  which  they  request 
the  coBctirrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving^  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  the  purchase  of  lands  t<>  certain  set- 
tlers in  the  Illinois  Territory,"  iji  which  bill  they 
also  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Friday,  January  22. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  on  behalf  of  the  man- 
agers at  the  conference  ob  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  reported  that, 
having  met  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Represeatativesy  they  could  come  to  no  agree- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tait  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brinj  in 
a  bill  to  revive  aod  eontinue  in  force  ''An  act 
declaring  the  consent  of  Congreas  to  an  act  of  the 
fitate  ot  (Georgia,  passed  the  12th  of  December, 
1804,  establishing  the  fees  of  the  harbormaster 
and  health  officer  of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and 
St.  Mary  V  And  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  conciirrenee 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Hepresenta* 
fives  to  the  bill,  eatitjed  **An  act  authorizing  the 
admission,  under  certain  circumstances,  of  vessels 
owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, with  their  cargoes,  from  British  ports  be- 
yond the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,"  was  read,  and 
the  consideration  thereof  postponed  u^til  to* 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Dixon 
and  John  Murray,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


ADDITIONAL  MIUTARY  POKCJB. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act.  entitled  'An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  insert,  in  lieu 
of  the  words  stricken  out,  the  words  .''five  years,'* 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative<»yeas  15,  nays 
20,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Germany  Giles, 
Gilman, Gregg,  Horsey, Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutta,  Dana, 
FranUin,  Gailiard,  Howell,  Magruderr  Posey,  Robin- 
son, Smith  of  New  fork,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Var- 
num, and  Worthington.  ' 

On  motioa,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  the  words  'Mhree  years,"  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays  30,  as 
followsr: 

iTxAiH-Meiisrs.  Bayard, '  Bradley,  German,  Gilesy 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Dana, 
Franklin,  Gailiard,  Howell,  Magrnder,  Posey,  Robin- 
son, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num, and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbkll,  of  Ohio,  to  fill 
the  blank  with  the  words  *' eighteen  ^nontfas,"  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  11,  nays 
24,  as  iollows : 

YiAs-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Crawford,  Gailiard,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Leib,  and  Pope. 

Nats — ^Measn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Cutts,  Dana,  Franklin,  German,  Giles, 
Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Magruder,  Posey, 
Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  to 
strike  nut  the  4ih  section  of  the  bill,  wnich  pro- 
vides that  the  officers,  other  than  field  officera, 
shall  b&  appointed  by  the  President,  without  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  and,  on  his 
motion,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  question  by 
yeas  and  nays ;  and,  after  debate,  the  Senate  ad<- 
journed. 

Saturday,  January  23. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 
2b  the  Senate  and  Hau$e  of 

'  Repreteniativea  of  ike  United  States. - 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies 
of  a  oorrepondence  between  John  Mitchell,  agent  for 
American  prisoners  of  war  at  Haliiaxt  and  the  British 
Admiral  commanding  at  that  station. 

I  transmit,  for  the  like  purpose,  copies  of  a  letter 
from  Commodore  Rodgeis  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Jahoabx  22,  1812. 

The  Message  and  dooumenta  were  read. 
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Mr.  Magrudbr,  from  the  commhtee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  btiii  for  the  relief  of  Lewris 
Chacherie,  reported  it  amended. 

The  Prbsidsnt  communicated  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, pra/iog'  all  proceedings  in  Congress  rela- 
tive to  the  admission  of  the  said  Territory  into 
the  Union  as  an  independent  State,  ma^  for  the 
present  be  postponed,  for  reasons  stated  at  large 
in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  recommitted,  on  the 
6th  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  Slate  government,  d^s./'  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  the  memorial  of  John  Tay- 
loe,  and  others,  praying  a  charter  of  incorporation 
to  a  company  for  the  establishment  of  a  bank  in 
the  City  of  Washington ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  fgrc'e  ^'An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  of  Georsia^  passed  the  12ih  day  of 
December,  1804,  establishing  the  fees  of  the  har- 
bormaster and  health  ofiScer  of  thej)ort8of  Sa- 
yannah  and  St.  Mary  V'  ^^^  ^^^  ^he  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con* 
sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tait,  An- 
DBBsoif,  and  Bradlst,  were  appointed  the  com* 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  giviag.a  right  of 
pre-emption,  in  tbe  purchase  oi  lands  to  certain 
Mttlers  in  the  lUmois  Territory,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee^- 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Popb. 
Anderson,  and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the 
con^mjttee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Dixon  and  John  Murray,''  was  read  the  second 
time. 

Mr.  Giles  gava  notiee  that,  on  Monday,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tO/alter  the 
bounty  authorized  by  law  to  recruits  hereafter  to 
be  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  motion  made  ytoterdav  to  strise  out  the 
4th  section  of  the  bill  wBs  withdrawn ;  and.  after 
debate,  the  PRESinBirr  resuitfed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Anderson  reported  the  bill  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Popb,  to  strike  out,  in  sec- 
tion one,  the  following  words:  '<as  in  the  opinion 
of  the  President  may  be  necessary,''  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nays  24.  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas-— Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Oilman,  Lam- 
bert, Leib*  Lloyd,  Pope,  Keed«  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Measrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley, 
Brent,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee, 
Craw&rd,  CuttS,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Goodrich,  Hor- 
sey, Howell,  Hunter,  Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnam, 
and  Worthiagton. 

Oa  fflottoo,  by  Mr.  LmB|  that  the  Senate  con- 


cur in  the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  wii:  to  strike  out  of  section  one,  lines 
sir  and  seven,  the  words  ^'one  year,''  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  19,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Greg^g;  Horsey,  Hanter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  HowelJ,  Magruder,  Posey,  Rob- 
inson, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num,  and  Worthington. 

Go  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was-  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  20,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Catts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Magruder,  Tosey,  Reed, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Varmim,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil« 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

The  following  Message  .was  received  from  the 

PRBSinSNT  OF  TBE  UnITED  SfATBS: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  Vnittd  States  : 

1  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  complying  with .  their  resolution  of  the 
20th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Javvamt  28, 1813. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 


Monday,  January  25. 

The  President  communicated  the  meinorial 
of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, praying  all  proceedings  in  Congress  relative 
to  the  admissioD  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  into 
the  Union  as  an  independent  State  may  be  post- 
poned, for  reasons  stated. at  large  in  the  memo- 
rial;  which  was  read,  and  referred. 

The  Settate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  admis- 
sion, under  certain  circumstances,  of  vessels  own- 
ed by  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Aiaerica, 
with  their  cargoeft,  from  British  ports  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope."    Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Lewis  Cbacherie,  together  with  the  amendment 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair, 
and  the  amendment  reported  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ha  vin((  been  rejected,  the  President  re- 
sumed the  Chair;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  bejengrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  in 
addition  to  the  act^  entitled  *Aa  act  to  raise  an 
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additional  military  force,  and  for  other  purposes." 
was  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed, aod  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
20.  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Breot,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Coits, 
Fnnklin,  Qaillard,  Howell,  Magruder,  Posey,  Reed, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tail,  Taylor,  Tamer, 
Vamum,  and  Worthiogton. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hanter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Besolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Giles  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter 
the  bounty  authorized  by  law  to  xhe  recruits 
hereafter  to  be  enlisted  for  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and,  on  the  question,  that  leave  be 
given,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
11 ,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

YsAS-^Messrs.  Bibb,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Hdwell,  Leib,  Posey,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Magruder,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  Bayard  piesented  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der Phceniz,  of  4he  city  of  New  York,  an  insol- 
vent debtor,  imprisoned  at  the  suit  of  the  United 
States,  praying  to  be  discharged ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  readj  and  referred  to  the  committee  who 
have  under  consideration  the  petition  of  William 
Nezsen,  junior,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 


TtJcaDAT,  Jaauary  d6. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  23d  inittant,  the  bill  to  revive  and 
eootinue  in  force  "An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
passed  the  12th  day  of  December,  1804.  establish- 
rng  the  fees  of  the  harbormaster  and  nealth  offi- 
cer of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's," 
reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Batard  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  inprease  the 
salary  of  the  district  jn^e  of  the  District  of  Del- 
aware. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution'  relative  to  the  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  Captains  Hull,  Decatur,  and  Jones,  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendment,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratian  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Dixon 
and  John  Murray  ;  and,  on  -motion  by  Mr.  Bay- 
ard, it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  tp  con- 


sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Taylor, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Franklin,  "were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  President  con^mqnicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, transmitting  a  statement  of  the  moneys  ex- 
pended during  the  ^ear  1812,  for  the  discharge 
of  miscellaneous  claims,  not  otherwise. provided 
for ;  and  a  etitement  of  the  contracts  made  daring 
that. year,  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  And  the  letter  and  accom- 
panying documents  were  read. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  oommittee  to  wrbom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An .act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Jared  S)iatiuck,"  r^orted  it  without 
amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Chacherie  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  ipessage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
infornied  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill'Which  originated  in  the  Semite,  entitled 
**An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *Ad  act 
to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,  and  to  Repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
for  those  purposes,'^  with  amendments ;  in  which 
thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
.  The  amendment  to  the  joint  resolution  rela- 
tive to  .the  brilliant  achievemeDts  of  Captains 
Hull,  Deeatur,  ^and  Jones;  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  a  third  time  as  amended;  and  the 
title  thereof  was  amended,  to  read  as  follows :  "A 
resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant  achievements 
of  Captains  Hull,  Decatur  Jones,  and  Lieutenant 
Blliott." 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution  pass  with  amend- 
ments* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnitftee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Shattuck  f*  and,  after 
debate,  adjourned. 

r 

Wednbsdat,  January  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Honsa  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
mili^a  to  exaeute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrections,  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes;"  and 

Resolved^  That  they  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  the  9th  day  of  November  last,  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  a  revision  of  the  militia 
laws,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^'An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  sixteen  millions  of  dollars;"  a  bill,  en- 
titled '^An  act  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasu- 
ry -notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1813 ;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  regulating  pensions  to  per- 
sons on  board  private  armed  ships ;"  in  which 
btUa  they  request  the  coaeurrenc^  of  the  Senate. 
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The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurreiice  were 
read,  aod  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jared  Shattuck.  On  motion,  By  Mr.  Crawford.'^ 
to  strike  out  all  the  bill,  after  the  word  "^hat." 
in  the  enacting  clause,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  14,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

ViAS — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Crawford,  Cults, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Tail,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Yamiim,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Hantery  Lambert,  Magrnder,  Pope, 
Posey,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smitb 
of  New  YoiiL. 

And  no  amendments  having  been  made  to  the 
bill,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bayard,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  district  judge 
of  the  Delaware  district;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Minifie,  praying  interest  may  be  allowed Thim  on 
the  balance  of  account  awarded  in  his  favor  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  agreeably  to 
the  act  of^  the  first  day  of  May  last  \  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Leib.  Tait,  and  Bradley,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


Thursday,  January  28. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  to  the  Senate,  the  balance  (if  any)  due 
to  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  a  purchase  ot  arms, 
made  by  that  State  from  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gr£00.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  tlfe  twelfth  instant,  the  petition  of 
Washington  Lee,  made  a  report  favorable  thereto, 
and  obtained  leave  to  brins  in  a  bill  for' his  relief; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  cer* 
tain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  reported  it 
amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana^     , 

Resolffed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  giving  enect  to  pro- 
visions contained  in  an  act  of  the  16lh  of  Faoru- 
ary.  1792,  "  concerning  certain  fisheries  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  fishermen  employed  therein,''  which, 
by  an  act  of  the  twelfth  or  April,  1800,  were  con- 
tinued in  force  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  from 
the  third  day  of  March,  1800,  and  until  tne  end 
of  the  session  of  Congress  next  ensuing  the  ex- 
piration of  that  term ;  aod  that  the  committee 
nave  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordcredy  That  Messrs.  Dana,  Oilman,  and 
Lloyo,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Nathaniel  Q.  Inffraham,  of  th^  city  of  New 
18th  Con.  8d  Skss.— 3 


York,  an  insolvent  debtor  to  the  United  States, 
praying  to  be  discharged  from  imprisonment,  for 
reasons  stated  therein ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  11th  instant,  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Nexsen,  Junior,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Gamble,  praying  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  in  the  revenue  depart- 
ment; and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consider  ana  report  there- 
on;  and  Messrs.  Brent,  Bibb,  and  Bradley, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the 
whole  number  of  seamen  annually  registered  un- 
der the  act  of  the  28th  of  May,  1796,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ameri- 
can seamen ;"  distinguishing  the  number  so  regis- 
tered in  each  year,  according  to  returns  made  to 
the  Department  oi  State  by  collectors  of  differ- 
ent ports. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  of  the  Delaware  district  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Bay-' 
ARD,  Bibb,  and  Hunter,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mn  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  ]g,euben  Attwater,  made 
report ;  he  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^ 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Attwater,  whicE 
was  read  and  passed  to  tbe  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  sixteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon  f 
and  Messrs.  Andersqn,  Bayard,  Franklin^ 
Bibb,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  is* 
suing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1813,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mei^tioned,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  pensions 
to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ships,"  was 
read  the  second  time.  ^ 

^  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jared 
Shattuck.''  was  read  the  third  time.  On  motion, 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  until  the  first  .Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  14,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs  Anderw>n,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Tait,  Taylor,  Vamam,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Dana*  Bterman,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Magruder,  Pope, 
I^osey,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith 
of  New  York. 

On  the  qiTestion,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19,  nays  15, 
as  follows : 
.  TxAS— Messn.  Bayard,  Bradley>  Campbell  of  Tea* 
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nessee)  Dansi  German,  Giles,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hor- 
nejf  Hunter,  Lamberjt,  Magruder,  Pope,  Poaey,  Reed, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 
York. 

Nata — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Tait,  Taylor,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

.  So  it  was  Resolved.  That  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  Richard 
Dodd,  and  Elijah  Bryan,  now  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  penalty  of  a  bond 
given  oy  them  on  the  importatioa  of  certain 
goods,  subsequent  to  the  repeal  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Leid,  Bradley, 
and  QooDRiCH,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Leib  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Compton,  of  a  similar  nature  to  that  last 
mentionea  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
tame  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

JUsohedf  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury*  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senatft  a  statement  of  the  spe- 
cific articles,  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  exported  to  the  dominions  of  Spain,  for  the 
year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1812,  if 
practicable ;  if  not,  for  the  year  endinj;  on  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1811,  with  the  value  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  '*An  act  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Slate  of  Georp^ia, 
passed  tne  12th  day  of  December,  1804,  establish- 
ing the  fees  of  the  harbormaster  and  health  offi- 
cer of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's ;" 
and  Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
and,  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
resumed  the  Chair ;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Friday,  January 

The  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  '^An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  the  12th  day  of 
December,  1804,  establishing  the  fees  of  the  har- 
bormaster and  health  officer  of  the  ports  of  Sa- 
Tannah  and  St.  Mary's,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  provide  for  calling  Ibrth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force 
for  those  purposes,"  made  report.  Whereupon, 
the  Senate  concurred  in  the  said  amendments. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Washington  Lee  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Attwater 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  exports 


to  Spain ;  and  the  further  consideratioA  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,"  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr. 
Bradley  wa^'  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and 
the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair;  and  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  t 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirt^ative. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  fur- 
ther relief  of  Charles  Minifie;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  German,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  on  the  11th  instant,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Redfield,  junior ;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  pen- 
sions to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ships;'* 
and  Mr.  Franklin  was  requested  to  take  the 
Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bilF  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  apoointed  the  9th  No- 
vember last, ''  on  so  much  oi  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the 
Naval  Establishment,"  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 


Saturday,  January  30, 

The  bill  for  the  farther  relief  of  Charles  Min- 
ifie was  read  tb.e  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Redfield,  junior, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  motion  made  on  the  28th  instant,  on  the 
subject  of  exports  to  Spain,  was  resumed  and 
agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Washington 
Lee ;  and  Mr.  Bradley  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair;  and  no  amendment  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aft  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Reuben  Attwater,  and  Mr.  Gaillard  was 
requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and,  no  amendment 
havinpr  b^n  agreed  to,  the  President  resumed 
the  Chair. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory," having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 
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Mr.  MAeBUDBR,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  2d  December  last,  on  the  subject  of  pablfc 
lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  further  time  to  the 
purchasers  of  public  lauds  northwest  of  the  rirer 
Ohio  further  time  to  complete  their  payments; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading.^ 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  Royal 
Conrerce,"  in  wbtoh  they  ask  the  eoncurrenee  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  cohcarrence  was 
read«  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  war 
referred  the  bill  increasing  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  Delaware  distriet,  reported  it 
amended. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the"  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  establishing 
the  discipline  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  readj  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Monday,  February  1. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers 
of  public  land  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to 
complete  their  payments,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  Peter  Charles  L'Enfant,  late  a  principal  engi- 
neer and  major  in  the  Revolutionary  Army  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  statements  ex- 
plaining his  services  in  planning  the  City  of 
Washington,  and  supervising  the  public  build- 
ings, and  praying  compensation ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  report 
of  James  Monroe,  acting  Secretary  for  the  De- 
partment of  War,  made  conformably  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  !^th  of  January,'show- 
ing  the  balance  due  to  the  State  of  Maryland  on 
a  purchase  of  arms  made  by  that  Stale  from  the 
United  States ;  and  the  repori  was  read. 

The  xbill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Royal  Converce,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs,  Bradley,  How- 
ibL,  and  Smith,  of  New  York,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill  establishing  the  discipline  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Washington  Lee  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Attwater 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  fur- 
ther relief  of  Charles  Minifie ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow« 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill 
supplementary  to  ^An  act  making  provision  for 
araung  and  disciplining  the  wkok  body  of.  the 


militia  of  the  United  States,  and  for  classing  the 
same ;"  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bayard  presented  the  memorial  of  Oliver 
Evans,  in  reply  to  the  allegations  contained  in 
the  memorial  of  John  Worthinffton  and  others, 
presented  the  11th  of  January  last,  and  prayine 
that  the  decisions  on  bis  patents  may  be  referred 
to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  who  have  under  consideration  the 
above-mentioned  memorial  of  John  Wotthing- 
ton  and  others,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representativea  of  the  United  State*  : 
At  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  PennsyWania^ 
conveyed  through  the  Governor  of  that  State,  I  trans- 
mit to  Congress  copies  of  its  resolutions  of  the  16th  of 
December,  1812. 

JAM£S  MADISON. 
JAjruART  30,  1813. 

The  Message  and  resolutions  were  read. 


Tuesday,  February  2. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled ''A a  act  authori- 
zing a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board  private 
armed  ships/'  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ad  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Royal  Converce,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

T^e  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  classing  the  same,"  was  read  the 
.second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  who 
had  under  consideration,  on  the  9th  of  Norem- 
ber,  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  a  revision  of  tho 
1  militia  laws  theireof,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  fur- 
ther relief  of  ChJEirlef  Minifie;  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timer 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  naya 
18,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bradley,  German,  Oregg,  Honter^ 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  and  Taylor. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio» 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  CotU,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Giles,  Gilman,  Horsey,  Howell,  Lamber^ 
Magruder,  Posey,  Tait,  Yamam,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com* 
mittee  appointed  the  9tk  of  November,  to  whoia 
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the  subject  was  referred)  further  reported  a  bill 
Testing  ia  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
power  of  retaliation  in  cases  therein  specified ; 
and  the  bill  wbs  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 
The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
power  of  retaliation  in  the  cases  therein  specified. 

Bt  it  declared  and  enacted,  4«>>  I'hat  if  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United'  States,  or,^f  any  individual  State,  or  serving 
on  board  any  public  ship  of  vrar,  or  any  private  armed 
▼essel  commissioned  for  vrar,  who  has  been,  or  shall  be 
taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  has  been,  or  shall  be 
subjected  to  capital  or  other  punishment,  by  order  of 
the  British  Government,  or  of  any  court,  officer,  or 
agent,  acting  under  its  authority,  on  the  pretence  of 
hk  having  been  bom  within  the  British  dominions,  or 
on  any  pretence  whatever,  not  warranted  by  the  laws 
and  usages  of  war,  among  civilized  nations,  it  shall  be 
lawfiii  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  he 
is  hereby  empowered  and  reqaired,  in  every  such  case, 
to  cause  retaliation,  by  a  like  punishment,  to  be  exe- 
cuted on  some  person  taken  in  arms,  in  the  service  of 
Great  Britain,  against  the  United  States,  designa- 
ting for  that  purpose,  in  the  first  instance,  a  prisoner 
who  having  been  bom  within  the  United  States, 
and  having  been  a  citizen  thereof,  shall  have  been 
taken  while  voluntarily  bearing  arms  in  the  service  of 
Gnat  Britain  against  the  United  States ;  or  if  there 
ahaU  be  no  prisoner  of  that  description,  such  other 
prisoner,  being  a^  native  of  some  one  oif  the  British 
colonies,  now  the  United  States,  as  may  not  have  been 
a. citizen  of  Uie  United  States ;  and  in  case  there  shall 
be  no  prisoner,  or  not  a  sufficient  number  of  prison- 
ess  of  either  of  the  said  descriptions,  it  shall  then  be 
lawiul  for  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  to  cause 
the  retaliations  to  be  executed  on  any  British  subject 
or  subjects,  wherever  found,  and  whether  taken  in 
arms  or  not,  against  the  United  States:  Provided^ 
That  in  every  case,  the  act  or  acts  to  be  retaliated,  and 
the  liability  of  the  persons  to  sufifer  the  retaliation, 
shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  court  martial,'  of 
which  tluree  field-officers,  at  least,  shall  make  a  part 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

**  lUtohed^  That,  iot  the  benefit  of  seamen  and 
■hipping  of  the  United  States,  it  is  ploper  to  establish 
amtem  of  navigation  according  to  the  following  prin- 
ciples: 

**  1.  No  trading  ships  or  vessels  shall  be  recognised 
as  bearing  the  flag  of  the  United  Stat^  in  full  right, 
unless  known  to  be  restored  or  enrolled  or  licensed 
and  officered  and  manned  as  may  be  required  by  law. 

'*2.  Registered  ships  or  vessels,  which  may  be 
cleared  for  foreign  voyages,  shall  have  American  offi- 
cers and  employ  American  mariners  for  such  navigar 
tion,  wholly,  or  in  some  proportion  not  less  than  k 
majority  of  the  crew  in  any  case;  otherwise,  they  shall 
act  by  law  enjoy  the  privileges  of  merchant  vessels  of 
the  UniUd  States. 

''3.  Vessels  enrolled  and  licensed  for  coasting  or 
fishing  shall  not  continue  to  enjoy  the  privileges  sl- 
lowed  by  law  for  encouraging  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries  of  the  United  States,  unless  the  whole,  or  at 
least  the  majority,  of  the  mariners  employed  on  board 
the  same,  as  well  as  the  masters  or  skippers,  respect.  I 


ively,  shall  be  American  dtiaens  by  birth  or  regolar 
adoption. 

'*  4.  The  mode  of  proving  the  citizenship  of  mati* 
ners  or  apprentices,  duly  shipped  or  serving  on  board 
such  private  vessels,  shall  be  directed  by  law,  so  that 
the  same  may  be  entitled  to  credit  within  the  United 
States. 

**b.  All   American   mariners  and  apprentices,   so 
proved,  and  belonging  to  the  crew  of  a  merchant  ves- 
sel of  the  United  States,  bound  on  any  foreign  voyage 
permitted  by  law,  shall  be  jcomprehended  and  described 
m  an  official  document,  or  sea  paper,  authenticated 
lor  the  use  of  the  vessel  during  die  voyage;  and,  on 
the  vessel's  return  and  arrival  within  a  district  of  the 
United  States,  the  production  of  such  document,  aa 
well  as  the  vessel's  register,  or  satisfactory  proof  of 
its  loss,  and  a  specification  of  the  officers  and  crew,  as 
well  as.  a  return  of  passengers  on  board,  with  proof  of 
having  continued  to  employ  American  seamen,  ac- 
cording to  law,  shall  be  requisite  for  enjoying  the  ex- 
emptions and  privileges  of  the  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  relation  to  duties,  imposts,  charges,  or 
regulations  of  trade.    Documentary  evidence  of  a  like 
nature  shall  be  furnished  for  enrolled  vessels  in  the 
coasting  trade  or  fisheries.    But  no  collector  shall  be 
permitted  to  continue  the  practice  of  delivering  to  in- 
dividual mariners  separate  certificates  of  citizenship, 
for  personal  disposal  at  pleasure,  without  designation 
of  voyage  or  vessel." 


Wednesday,  February  3. 

'Mr.  Maoruber,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
Was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  confirming 
certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Yin-^ 
cennes,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  vesting  in  the  President  of  th^  United 
States  the  power  of  retaliation  in  the  cases  there*- 
in  specified,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars;"  and  Mr.  Yarnum 
was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Llotp  mored  to  amend  the  blli;  and  the 
President  paving  resumed  the  Chair,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bayard,'  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re* 
lief  of  John  Dixon  and  John  Murray,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. . 

Mr.  Lloyd  .presented  the  petition  of  Obadiah 
Rich,  praying  that  leaye  may  be  granted  him  co 
import  a  certain  quantity  of  goods  from  Eng- 
land, for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Me&rsrs. 
Lloyd,  Bibb,  and  Anderson,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  an  increase  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington ;" 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  impose  a  duty  on  the 
importation  of  iron  wire  f^  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
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-^'An  aet'giriog  farther  time  to  purchasers  of 
public  lands  to  complete  their  payments j*'  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  theememorial  of  John 
Tayloe  and  others,  presented  the  23d  of  January, 
praying  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consist  of  fire  metobers,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Bibb,  BxTARn,  Leib,  Cutts,  and  t>*RA^KLiN,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 


ThursdaTj  February  4* 

The  three  bills  yesterday  brought  up  for  con- 
currence were  read,  and'  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
exhibiting  the  sums  respectively  paid  to  each 
<;lerk,  in  the  several  offices  of  that  Department, 
for  services  rendered  in  the  year  1812 ;  made  in 
obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April 
21, 1806,  "  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation^ of 
clerks ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^n 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  ^m  not  ezcieeding 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars;''  and  Mr.  Varnuh 
was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and  on  the 
•question  to  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  wit :  *^  at  the  end  of  the 
first  section,  add  the  following  proviso :  That  the 
stock  to  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  not 
bear  a  greater  rate  of  interest  than  six  per  cent. 
per  annum,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  sold  at  a  rate 
below  par  :'^ 

On' motion,  by  Mr.  Brad  let,  to  amend  the 
proposed  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  word 
'^  six ;"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
"3,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

YxAS — ^Meisn.  Bradley*  Campbell  of  Tennessee, 
4md  Pope. 

Nats — Messn.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Crawford,  Cotts, 
Fiapklin,  Gaillaid,  Gilman,  Goodrich^  Oregg,  Honey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert*  Lloyd,  Magruder,  Posey, 
Keed,  Robinson^  9mith  o£  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  WortK- 
ington. 

On  the  question  to  affree  to  the  original  motion, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  10,  nays 
22,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bradley,  German,  GiLdmui,  Good* 
rich,  Honejy  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  and 
Reed. 

Nais— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawfi»rdi  Cutta,  Dana, 
Franklin,  GailUrd»  Giles,  Gregg*  Howell,  Magruder, 
Posey*  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland*  Smith  of  New 
York*  Tait*  Taylor,  Tumca:*  Vamom*  and  Worthing- 
4on. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
President reanmed  the  Chair;  and,  on.theques- 
timi,  Shall  this  bill  he  read  a  thifd  tioM  ?  it  was 


determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  84,  nays  7, 
as  follows : 

Ykab — Messrs*  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cotts* 
FrankHn,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Magruder* 
Pope,  Posey,  Reeid,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland* 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner*  Vamam* 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  €rennan,  Gilman*  Goodrich* 
Honey*  Hunter*  and  Lloyd. 


Friday,  February  5. 

James  Brown,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  place  of  John  Nobl 
Detrbhan,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate* 

On  motion,  ^by  Mr.  Dana, 

Ordered,  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate,  copies  of  the  following  correspon- 
dence, as  communicated  with  a  report  from  the 
Department  of  State,  dated  the  27th  of  February, 
1798,  and  among  the  public  papers  in  the  offiee 
of  the  Secretary  of  tne  Senate,  viz :  Duplicate 
from  Mr.  King,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United'  States  at  London,  to  Mr.  Pickering,  Sec- 
reUrj  of  State,  dated  December  10th,  1796,  com- 
municating a  letter  of  the  3d  Norember,  1796,  to 
Mr.  King,  signed  Grenrille,  and  a  circular  letter 
of  the  18th  Norember,  1796,  to  Consuls  of  the 
-United  Statea,  signed  Rufus  King ;  also,  a  letter 
'of  the  S8th  January,  1797,  from  Mr.  King  to  Lord 
Qrenville,  and  a  letter  in  answer,  dated  Down- 
ins  Street,  March  27th.  1797. 

The  bill  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  Untied 
States  the  power  of  retaliation  in  the  eaees  there- 
in specified,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  an  ia- 
crease  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  ot  Waah- 
ingion,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 
to  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their 
payments,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  3d  Decern^ 
ber,  on  the  subject  of  public  lands,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  impose  a  duty  on 
the  importation  of  iron  wire,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Jaylor,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

The  PHfi0iDBN.T  oommnnicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasuryi 
with,  a  statement  of  the  exports  to  the  dominions 
of  Spain,  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
September^  1812,  prepared  m  conformity  with 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  SOih  of  Janna* 
ry  last ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print* 
ed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  eer- 
tain  tilaims  to  lands  In  the  district  of  Vlnoennes;" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  agrfed  to,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
.  On  motion,  it  was  agfttd  that  the  propoaitioiu 
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snbmittecl  on  the  3d  instant,  on  the  subjects  of 
American  ships  and  seamen,  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board  pri- 
Yftte  armed  ships;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Refiresentatiyes, 
entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  som  not 
exceeding  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,"  was  read 
a  third  time. 

On  the  question,,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  9,  as 
follows : 

TsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Campbell 
«f  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cntta, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Magrnder, 
Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mairland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  yamum,sand  Worth- 
ington. 

Nats—- Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Huntar,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 

So  it  was  Reeolved,  Thst  this  bill  pass. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Redfield,  jr.,  was 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  on  the  ques- 
tion, '*  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?''  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  increasing  the  salary  of  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  Delaware  district,  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend-) 
ments,  the  Pxesident  resumed  the  Chair;  and  Mr. 
Vakndm  reported  the  bill  amended. 

On  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  tbe 
amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  7 
as  follows :  .         '  •    . 

Strike  oat,  from  the  word  ''that,"  at  the  end  of  the 
aebbnd  line,  to  the  end  of  the  biU,  and,  in  lieu  thereof, 
insert:  "In  addition  to  the  respective  salaries  at  pres- 
ent allowed  and  paid,  that,  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  April  next,  there  shall  be  allowed  annually  to  tbe 
district  judge  of  the  MaMachusetts  district,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars;  to  the  diatrict  judge  of  the  Rhode 
I^and  district,  four  hundred  dollars;  to  the  district 
judge  of  the  Pennsylvania  district,  two  hundred  dol- 
lars; to  the  district  judge  of  the  Pelaware  district,  four 
hundred  dollars;  and  to  the  district  judge  of  the  North 
Carolina  district,  three  hundred  dollars;  to  be  paid 
quarter  yearly,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated.*' 

Change  the  title — ^''A  biU  to  Increase  the  salaries  of 
certain  ^strict  judges." 

It  was. determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18, 
nays  14,  as  follows : 

xxAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Crawford,  Franklin, 
Cmee,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Magru- 
der,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Worthington. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Browne  Gamp- 
bell  of  Chio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Cutts,  Gaillard, 
German,  €k)odrich,  Lambert,  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Hew  Yorkt  Mid  Vamum. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  to 
amend  the  bill,  vf  inserting  thefoUowing  words. 


*'to  the  district  judge  of  the'  Ohio  district,  two 
hundred  dollars,"  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive — yeas  8,. nays  24,  as  follows: 

Txis — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio,. 
Howell,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Turner,  and  Worth- 
"ington.. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brown,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
German^  Giles,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Magruder,  Reed,  Robinaon,. 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Vamum. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  this  biU  be  engrossed 
and  read  ift  third  tipae  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mibed  in  the  affirpaative. 


,  Monday,  February  8. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Redfield,  junior, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  increasiog  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  of  the  Delaware  district  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gaillarq, 

Reeolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  tbe  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  noti- 
fying the  persons  elected  of  their  election. 

Ordered.  That  Messrs.  Gaillard  and  Smitb 
of  New  York  be  tbe  committee  on  the  part  of 
tbe  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  of  the  5th 
of  February,  1812,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Board,  dated  the 
5lh  day  of  the  present  momb,  and  in  the  state* 
ments  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  conOrming  certain 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes,"  waa 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  regulating  pensions 
to  persons  on  board  private  armed  •  ships,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  altering  th^  time  for  hold- 
ing the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Maine  ;"^ 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lbir  presented  the  petition  of  Margaret 
Arundel,  widow  of  Robert  Arundel,  late  a  sailing 
master  in  the  Navy,  stating  that  her  late  husband 
was  severely  wounued  in  an  euffsgement  with  the- 
enemy  on  the  Lakes,  and  was  after  wards  knocked 
overboard  and  drowned,  leaviug  his  family  desti- 
tute, and  praying  relief;  and  the  petition  was 
reau,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otberwisei  and 
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Messrs.  Lsib,  Grboo,  and  Rbbd^  were  appointed 
the  comm iuee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
propositions  suhmitted  on  the  2d  instant,  on  the 
suhjects  of  American  ships  and  seamen;  and, 
having  agreed  thereto,  tliey  were  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  tooonsisi  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill,  bills,  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Dana,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Llotd,  Taylor,  and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Turner,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
i^s  referred  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
respecting,  the  mode  of  electing  Representatiresto 
Congress^  and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  reported  it  amended. ' 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1813,''  reported  it  with  apiendments; 
and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  they  be  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.. 

On  motion,  by^  Mr.  Wortbinqton,  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  giving  further  time  to  the  pnr- 
chasefs  of  public  lands  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payments,  was  postponed 
to  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lfii-Bf  it  was  agreed  that  the 
bill  establishing  the  discipline  of  the  Army  of.the 
United  Stales,  and  for  other  purposes,  be  msfde 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  - 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, 
the  bill  Testing  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  power  of  retaliation  in  the  cases  there- 
in speeified,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morroif. 

On  motion,  by'^Mr.  ^reog,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  aict  aufhorrzine  tin  increase  of- the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washinfrfon,"  was  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  the  petitioh  of  the  said 
Bank  was  referred  on  the  2ith  of  December  last, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


Tuesday,  February  9.       . 

The  credentials  of  Chaunoey  Goodrich^  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  CoBoecticttt,  for  the  term  of  »ix  yemrs,  com- 
mencing 00  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  laid  on  file.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  authorizing  the 
issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1813,''  together  with  the  amendmenls  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr. 
Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and, 
after  debate,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair; 
and,  on  motion,  the  further  eoBsideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the^  House  of  Kepresentatives 
informed  the  Sebate  tiat  the  House  concur  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of 
examining  the  votesfor  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  of.  notifying  the 


persons  elected  of  their  election ;  and  haye  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part. 

The  Presidrnt  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  in 
compliance  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to  re- 
gulate and  &z  the  compensation  of  clerks,  passed 
April  21st,  1806,  exhibiting  the. names  of.the 
clerks  employed  in  that  Department  in  the  year 
1812,  with  (ha  sums  allowed  to  each  clerk;  also, 
his  report  comprehending  contracts  made  by  him 
in  the  year  1812,  and  Uiose  made  by  the  late  Pur- 
veyor  of  Public  Supplies  and  the  Commissary 
Qeneral  of  Purchases,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the 
same  year,'  in  compliance  with  the  act  concerning 
public  contracts,  pAssed  April  21st,  1806 ;  and  the 
reports  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing 
the  discipline  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and  Mr.  Greoo  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair;  and,  after  debate,  the 
President  having  resumed  the  Chair,  on  motion, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Thursday  next* 

Mr.  Lloyo,  from  the  committee  appointed 
thereon,  reported  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative entitled  "An  act  to  impose  a  duty 
on  the  importation  of  iron  wire,"  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Qaillard,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  8th  instant,  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  no- 
tifying the  persons  elected  of  their  election,  re- 
ported, in  part,  the  following  resolution ;  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved^  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble 
in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  Wednesday  next,  at  12  o'clock ;  that  one  per- 
son be  appointed  a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Sen* 
ate,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be 
declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce  the 
state  of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  the 
two  Houses,  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall 
be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected 
President  and  Vice  President ;  and,  together  with 
a  list  of  the  votes,  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of 
the  two  Houses.    . 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Gaillard  be  appointed  a 
teller  of  the  ballots,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
agreeably  to  the  foregpjng  resolution. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  vesting  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  power  of 
retaliation  in  the  cases  therein  specined;  and. 
after  debate,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  to^  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Thursday  next. 


Wbonesoay,  February  10. 

Mr.  German,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  several  petitions  were  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Natliaiiiel  G.  Ingraham,  Alex- 
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ajQder  Phcsnix,  aad,  William  Nexsen, Jr.  \  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passe.d  to  the  secoDd  reading. 

COUNTING  ELECTORAL  VOTES. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
the  report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the 
▼otes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of 
their  election,  and  have  appointed  Messrs,  Macon 
«nd  Tallmadgb,  tellers,  t)n  their  part. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Franklin  be  appointed  a 
•teller  of  the  ballots  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
'dent  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
-ate,  in  place  of  Mr.  Qaillard,  absent  from  indis- 
position. 

4  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  is  now  ready 
to  attend  the  Senate  in  opening  the  certificates 
and  counting  the  votes  of  the  Electors  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  in  the  choice  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  the  two  House  of  Congress ;  and 
that  the  President  of  the  Senate  will  be  intro- 
duced to  the  Speaker's  Chair,  by  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  two  Houses  of  Congress,  agreeably  to  the 
joint  resolution,  assembled  m  the  Representatives' 
Chamber,  and  the  certificates  of  the  Electors  of 
the  several  States  were,  by  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  opened  and  delivered  to  the  tellers  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose,  who.  having  examined 
aqd  ascertained  the  number  or  votes,  presented  a 
list  thereof  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  which 
was  read,  as  follows  : 
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PresideBt* 

V»  Prest* 
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■ 

• 
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o 

o 
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^^ 
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.  a 

t 

^8 

• 

<0 

.X3 

^ 

8 

a 
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New  Hampshire 

. 

7 

Massachusetts    - 

— 

22 

2 

30 

Rhode  Island     -       -       - 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Connecticut       -       -       - 

«- 

9 

- 

9 

Vermont 

^ 

— 

8 

~ 

New  York 

~ 

29 

~- 

29 

New  Jersey       -        -        - 

— 

8 

— 

8 

Pennsylvania    -       •     -  - 

25 

- 

25 

- 

Delaware          .        -        - 

4 

— 

4 

Maryland          -        -       - 

6 

5 

6 

5 

Virginia             .        -        - 

25 

— 

25 

— 

North  Carolina 

15 

.. 

15 

-. 

South  Carolina 

11 

— 

11 

— 

Georgia             -    .    - 

8 

- 

8 

— 

Kentucky          -     .  - 

12 

- 

12 

— 

Tennessee         .       -       - 

8 

8 

— 

Ohio         •        «        -.      ^ 

7 

7 

.. 

Louisiana         ... 

3 

^" 

3 

— 

Total 

128 

89 

131 

8e 

The  whole  numiier  of  votes  being  217,  of  wkieh 
109  makes  a  majority ;  James  MADtaoH  had  for 
President  of  the  United  Stales  128  votes,  and 
Elbrioge  Gerrt  had  for  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  131  votes: 

Whereupon,  the  President  of  the  Senate  de- 
clared James  Madison  elected  President  of  the 
United  States,  for  four  years,  eommencipg  with 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  and  Elbridgb 
Gerry,  Vice  Presidient  of  the  United  Slates,  for 
four  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next. 

The  votes  of  the  Electors  were  then  delivered 
to  the.  Secretary  of  the  Senate;  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  separated,  and  the  Senate  returned 
to  their  own  Chamber;  and,on  motion,  adjourned. 


Tbursday,  Febrtiary  11. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Q.  Ingra- 
ham,  Alexander  Phoenix^  and  Willi&m  Nexaen,  jr., 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  i^otesfor 
the  service  of  the  year  1812,"  together  with  the 
ai^endments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee ;  and  Mr.  Bradley  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  President  resumed  the  Chair;  and, 
on  motion,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  /^An  act  alterinj^  the  time  for 
holding  the  distrietcourtinthedistnct  of  Maine," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New.  York, 

Resolved,  That  a  commitcee  be  appointed,  to 
join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  tiie  United  States  and  to  notify  to  him 
his  re-election  (o  the  ofiice  of  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  of  New  York,' 
and  Franklin,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  to 
EtBRinoE  Qerr^,  Esq.,  of  Massachusetts,  Vice 
President  elect  ^f  the  United  States,  notificaiion 
of  his  election  to  that  office,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  do  make  and  sign  a  certificate 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

<<  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  being 
convened  at  (he  City  of  Washington,  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  Februaiy,  ii^  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thoteen,  the  miderwrit- 
ten  Pmddent  of  the  Senate,  pro  tempore,  (Kd,  in  Uie 
presence  of  the  said  Senate  and  Honse  of  Repzeeenta- 
tives,  open  all  the  certificate*  and  count  all  the  ▼oteaof 
the  £lectoni  iot  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States ;  whereupon  it  appeared  that  Jambs  Mad* 
isox,  of  Virginia,  had  a  majority  of  the  Totes  of  the 
Electors  j»  Resident,  and  ^LBaiDaa  Gxmnr,  of  Maa« 
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aaehoMtto,  had  a  mijanty  of  the  toIm  of  tiw  Blocton 
as  Vice  Preoideiit ;  by  all  which  it  appears  that  Jakes 
Madisoit,  of  Virginia,  has  been  duly  elected  Preiadent, 
and  ELBAinei  GBAaT,.of  Massachasetts,  has  been 
duly  elecUd  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
ag^reeably  to  the  Constitution. 

<*  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  herewiUi  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Senate  to  be  affixed,  this 
day  of  February,  1813." 

And  that  the  President  of  the  Senate  do  cause 
the  certificates  aforesaid  to  be  laid  before  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Statee,  with,  this  resolution. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  establishing  the  discipline  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and 
Mr.  Gregg  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion j  by  Mr.  Lexb,.  to  amend  the  bill,  hj 
inserting,  section  1,  line  5,  after  the  word  "  army," 
the  words  "  and  of  t|ie  militia,"  thereby  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  biif  to  the  militia  as  well  as 
army,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
14,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford, 
Cuttsy  Franklin,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  tiunter,  Leib, 
Smith  of  Maiy land,  Tait,  Taylor,  Toiner,  and  Worth- 
ing^on. 

Nats— Messrs.  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Lambert,  Lloyd,  Beed,  Smith,  of  New  York,  and  Yap- 
num. 

.And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair:  and,  after  debate,  on 
motion,  th&  further  eonsiaeration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next.  -       '  .      ' 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  considemtion :  /        '  ■ 

Reaolve&,  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  pr^are  and  report 
to  the  Senate  such  system  of  military  discipline  for  the 
army  and  militia  of  the  United  States  as  may  be  ap- 
proved by  htm,  and  which,  in '  his  opinion,  >ought  to 
nceive  the  sanction  Of  law. 

The.  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  vesting  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  power  of 
retaliation  in  the  cases  therein  specified ;  and 
Mr.  Varhum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
a&d,  after  debate,  the  President  resumed  the 
Chair;  and;  the -further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  bill  giving  further  tiro^  to  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands  northwest  pf  the  river 
Ohio  to  complete  their  payments  was  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 


e 


Fribat,  February  12. 

Oq  motioB,  by  Mr.  Tornjsb,  the  resalution  pro- 
osiog  ah  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
laited  Slates  respecting  the  mode  of  electing 
representatives  to  Congtessand  Electors  ofPies- 
ideot  aiMi  Vice  President  o£  the  Ujiiied  States, 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  nckt. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  eoastdetation  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *^Ao  not  iMftdlonzing  tl^e  issuing  of 
Treasury  aotesfoc  t^e  servioeof  the  year  1813  f 


and  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended/  it  was  determined  ia  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Pope  presented  the  memorial  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  firsi  regiment  of  volunteer  Ught  dra- 
goons. Trom-  the  State  of  Kentubky,  representing 
thai  the  said  regiment  had'  lost  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  a  Dumber  of  horses,  the  prop- 
erty of  individuals,  and  praying  renumeration ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred. 
.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  ot  the  bill,  entitled  ^'Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Dixon,  and  John  Mur- 
ray;" and  Mr«  Varnvm  was  requested  to  take 
theChaif.   ^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther coosideratiob  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative-T*yeas  13,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Yeas— t-MessTEi  Bibb,  Bradley,  Crawford,  Cntts, 
Franklin,  Howell,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  -New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  •  Horsey,  Huliter,  Lambeil,  Leib, 
Llqyd,  Mag^der,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Worthington. 

And  no  amendm^'nt  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
President  resuk.>«;the  Chair  ;  and  on  the  ques- 
tioo,  Shall  this  bm  be  read  a  third  time?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  IQ,  nays  12, 
as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brown,  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey^  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Magruder,  Reed,  Smith .  of  Maryland,  Taylor,  and 
Worthington. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin>  Howell, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  T^mer,  and 
Yamam, 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appo^ited  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  'concerning  seamen 
and  shipping  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed,  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  pf  the  bill  vesting  in  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  power  of  re- 
taliation in  the  cases  th^reih  specified. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  Monday 
next,  ft  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
15,  nays  14,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bi^ard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Croodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio,.  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Howell,  Ma- 
gruder, Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Yamum,  and  Worthingtoh. 


Saturday,  February  13. 

The  PafisiDBNT  obraoiunieated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  moneys  transf<6rred  du- 
ring the  last  recess  of  Congress  from  certain  ap- 
propriations for  particular  branches  of  expend i- 
ture  in  that  Department)  aBd  of  the  applicatiou  of 
fueh  monaya ;  and  the  report  was  read. 
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The  Prbbidbntj  cominuDicaCed  the  memorial 
of  James  Jay,  statmff,  that,  daring  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  he  rendered  special  services  to  the 
public,  and  advanced  moneys  to  a  considerable 
amount,  for  which  he  prays  remuneration ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  ReprBsentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  .passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  time  for 
issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants;"  a 
bill  entitled  *^An  aet  for  the  regulation  of  seamen 
on  board  the  public  ships,  and  in  the  merchant 
service  of  the  United  States ;"  a  bill  entitled  *'An . 
aet  to  raise  ten  additional  companies  of  rangefs  ;*' 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
an  additional  number  of  general  officers;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  House  of  Representativee  concur  in  the 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  notify  to  him  his  re-el«otion  to  that  office, 
and  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 

The  amendments  to  Ihe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
service  of  the  year,  1813,"  were  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bilf  was 
read  a  third  time  aa  amended* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed, for  I  he  purpose  of  striking  out  the 
power  to  pass  the  Treasury  notes  in  payment  of 
supplies,  and  also  for  striking  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  makes  the  said  notes  receivable  in 
payment. of  impost,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  16,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayjurdf  Bradley,  Brown,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey.  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Campbell  ^f  Ohio,  Crawford, 
Cutis,  Franklin,  Howell,  Magruder,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamom,  and 
Worthington. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.'  Bijbb,  Bataro,  Llotd, 
Franklin,  and  Tait,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  ihat,on  Monday  next,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  representatives  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased. 

Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday 
next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
courage more  effectually  the  destruction  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  enemy  entering  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Taylor  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Brevard. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

7b  the  Senaie  and  Hotue  of 

Representatives  oftne  United  •States : 
I  lay  before  Congress  a  statement  of  the  militia  of 
the  Umted  States,  according  to  the  latest  retume  re- 
ceived by  the  Department  of  War. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FlBAUABT  13, 1813. 

The  me&sage  and  statement  were  read. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


entitled  ^An  act  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on 
board  the  public  ships  and  in  the  merchant  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,"  was  rfead,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  froin  the  House  of  Represents  tires, 
entitled  ^*Aii  act  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants,"  was  reao, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

MoNDAt,  February  15. 

Mr.  Worth inoton  presented  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria  Road  Company,  praying  an  act  may 
be  passed  for  the  better  regulation  of  their  tolls, 
and  for  sundry  other  provisions. for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  property,  as  is  stated  at  larsre  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  W-ortbikoton, 
H'oRsiT,  and  Smitb^  of  Maryland,  were  appointed 
the  committee.' 

Mr.  PopB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatiyes  of 
Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNQTOH  gavc  notice  that  to-mor- 
row he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
authorize  and  empower  the  President  and  Mana- 
gers of  the  Washington  Turnpike  Company  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  whea  organized,  to  ex- 
tend and  make  their  turnpike  road  to  or  from 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  through 
the  said  District,  to  the  line  thereof. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  com- 
prehending contracts  made  by  that  Dt^partment 
during  the  year  1812,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  act,  entitled  ^'An  aet  further  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation 
of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments ;" 
and  the  report  was^ead. 

Mr.  Bradley,  agreeably  to  notice,,  introduced 
the  following  bill;  which  was  read  and  passed 
t6  a  second  reading : 
A  Bill  to  encourage  more  effectually  the  destruction  of 

the  sirmed  vessels  of  the  enemy  entering  the  ports 

and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enactedt  4re;  That  if  any  British  armed  veesel 
•hall  be  found  within  the  harbors  and  waters  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  during  the  pres- 
ent war 'with  Great  Britain  (other  than  vessels  coming 
as  cartels  or  flags  of  truce)  it  may  and  shaH  be  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons,  in  any  manner  whatsoever, 
whilst  such  armed  vessel  shall  so  remain  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  to  bum,  sink,  or  de- 
stroy, every  such  armed  vessel ;  and  for  that  purpose  to 
use  torpedoes,  submarine  instruments,  or  any  other  de- 
structive machine  whatever;  and  a  bounty  of  one  half 
the  value  of  tlve  armed  vessel  so  burnt,  sunk,  or  de- 
stroyed, and  also  one  half  of  her  guns,  cargo,  tackle,  and 
apparel,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  sneh  person  or  persons  who  shall  sflfect 
the  same^  othervriss  than  by  the  srmed  or  oommissioned 
vessels  of  the  United  Statoi. 

Mr.  Magruder.  from  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  public  land,  to  whom  was  referretl  the 
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bill,  entitled  "An  act  ffiviog  further  time  to  pux- 
chasers  of  public  landt  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments," reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bilL  entitled  ^^An  act  alterinp 
the  time  and  place  tor  holding  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  in  Vermont,"  reported  it  without 
amendment;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  poet* 
poned  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Prebidbnt  communicated  the  general 
account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
from  October  1st,  1811,  to  October  Ist,  1812;  as, 
also,  the  accounts  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments for  the  same'  period,  together  with  the  re- 
ports of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury 
thereon ;  which  were  read. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  *^An  act  to  raise  ten  additional  companies 
of  rangers,"  was  twice  rend  bj  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  tbe.com mittee  appointed  on 
the  9th  of  November  last,  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
concerns  our  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representi^tives, 
entitled  ''An  act  making  provision  for  an  addi- 
tional number  of  general  officers."  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  concerning  seamen  and  shipping  of 
the  United  States  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on 
board  the  public  ships  and  in  the  merchant  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Giles,  Bayard,  Lloyd,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  and  Hunter,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An.act  extending  the  time 
for  issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants," 
was  read,  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemeDtar)r  to  the  act 
for  increasing  the  Navy,"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  (he  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  fAn  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Dixon  ana  John  Murray,"  was  rea4  the  third 
time,  and 

Besdved,  That  this  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  pro- 
posing an  amendment  U)  t^e  Constitution  oi  the 
United  States  respecting  the  mode  of  electing 
Representatives  to  Congress,  and  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  Mr.  Qrbqg  was  requested  to  take 
the  Chair;  and  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
select  committee  having  been  asreed  to,  the 
Praaident  resamed  the  Chair,  and  the  Senate 
adjourned* 


TuRsnAY,  February  16. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  one  of  the 
majority,  it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Dixon  and  John  Murray ;"  and  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bi^ard,  Bibb,  Br6wn,  Dana,  Ger^ 
man,.  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,*  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Taylor,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Crawford,  Cutis,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Howell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Turner, 
and  Varnum. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  l)ill  pass. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  passed  the  bill  whioh  originated 
in  the .  Senate,  entitled  **An  act  giving  further 
time  for  registering  claims  to  lands  in  the  eastern 
district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louisiana,"  with  aipendments;  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  and  that 
thev  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
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tborizing  the  discharge  of  Daniel  Updike  from 
his  imprisonment;"  and  a  bill,  entitled  ^' An  act 
authorizing  the  appointment  ol  additional  officers 
in  the  respective  territories  of  the  United  States;'' 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Ellis;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Worthington  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  and  empower  the 
President  and  Managers  of  the  Washington  Turn- 
pike Company  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  when 
organized,  to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike 
road  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  through  the  said  district  to  the  line 
thereof;  and  the  bill  was  iwioe  read  by  unani- 
mous consent ;  and  referred  to.  the  commiittee  ap- 
pointed yesterday,  on  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Georgetown  and  Alex- 
nndria  Road  Company,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

Mr.  Tatlor  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard,  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading* 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee Ikppoin  ted  for  the  purpose,  reported,  that, 
pursuant  to  the  resolution,  the  joint  committee 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  yes- 
terdiay.  waited  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notified  to  him  his  re-election  to  that 
office. 

Mr.  Leir,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  several  memorials  of  Richard  Dodd 
and  Elijah  Bryan,  and  of  William  Compton, 
made  a  report ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  commit- 
tee were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof. 

The  hill  for  the  ralief  of  the  lepiaaentativet  of 


87 


HISTORY  OF  CONORBSS. 


88 


Sbnatb^ 


Proceedingfi. 


Fbbbuart,  1813. 


Sainuel  LapsUy.  deceased,  wm  r^ad  the  second 
;ime,  and  referred  to  a  select  coramittee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Pope^  Bay- 
ard, and  Brown,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to  encoarage  more  effectually  the  de- 
struction of  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy  entering 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  increasiojp;  the  Navy,''  was  read  'the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 

Soioted  on  the. 9th  of  November  last,  on  the 
Taval  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Bradlet  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  ibr  promoting  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  stating  that  the  laws  prohibiting  the 
Afrfcan  slave-trade  are  violated  by  American 
citizens  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  flags  of  for- 
eign nations  being  einployed  to  protect  this  traf- 
fic, and  the  ports  of  those  dominions  furnishing 
a  market  for  cargoes  thus  illegally  procured  ;  and 
praying  that  means  may  be  devised  to  restrain 
more  effectually  this  inhuman  practice;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 

The  petition  of  James  Jay  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  rep'ort  thereon; 
and  Messrs.  Brent,  German,  and  Robinson, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  provision  for 
an  additional  number  of  general  officers,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  deferred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  the  9th  of  November  last,  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  concerns  our  relations  with  for- 
eign Powers,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  resolution 
proposing  an  amendment  id  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  respecting  the  mode  of  electing 
Representatives  to  Congress,  and  iS  lee  tors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  be  postpone^  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time  for  reg- 
istering claims  to  lands  in  the.  eastern  district  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louis- 
iana," w^re  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject  of  public  lands,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conMderation  of  the 
bill  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  power  of  retaliation  in  the  cases  therein  spe- 
cified ;  and,  after  debate^  \he  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 


Wednesdat,  February  17. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Qom- 
mftte«  to  whom  was  refecced  the  bill,  entitled 


''A^n  act  to  raise  ten  additional  eompa&ie«  of 
rannrers,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 
.  He  also  reported,  from  the  same  commitiee, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
a,n  additional  number  of  general  officers,"  with- 
out amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
'  committee,  to  coosider  and  report  thereon  ;  and 
Messrs.  Taylor,  Bayarp,  and  Pope,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee.. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  Daniel  Updike  from  hb  imprisonment,'* 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Ellis,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Bradley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
Washington,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  a<St  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointn^ent  of  additional  officers  in  the  respectire 
territories  of  the  United  States,*'. was  read  the 
second  time. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNQTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  and  em- 
power the  President  and  manaffers  of  the  Wash- 
ington Turnpike  Company  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, when  organized,  to  eitend  and  make  their 
turnpike  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  through  the  said  District,  to  the 
line  thereof,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
mode  of  electing  Representatives  to  Congress, 
and  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  thereof  to  the  first  Monday 
in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  9,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Ykjlb — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Gilmatt,  Goodrich, 
'Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  and  Talt. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Ci^te, 
FrankUn,  GailUrd,  Giles,  Howell,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamnm,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out,  from  the  word  ^'en- 
titled," in  tbe^ixth  line,  to  the  word  "in,"  in  the 
tenth  line,  the  following  words:  '*  Each  district 
shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  equal  num- 
bers,'which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  including  those 
hound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  exclud- 
ing Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  altother  per- 
aons,"  ao<l  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  ^*  aiid  the  Elect- 
ors shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  States 
according.to  the  whole  -nuo^ber  of  free  white  per- 
sona in  each  State,  including  those  bound  to  ser- 
vice for  a  term  of  yeasa," 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  7, 
nays  26,  as  follows : 
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Yeas— Meflsn.  Bradley,  Dana,  Germaa,  GUman, 
Goodrich,  Lamber^  and  Lloyd. 

Nats— Meflsra.  Bajard,  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Camp- 
bell of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Tranklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor^  Turner,  Var- 
num,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolutioD  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative/ 

Mr.  Tait  gave  notice  that  he  will  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  and 
places  df  holding  the  circuit  courts  in  the  sixth 
judicial  circuit  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Llotd  gave  notice  that  he  will  to-morrow 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  remit  certain  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  therein  mentioned. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Con^mitte^  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidetation  of  the  bill  vesting  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  power  of 
retaliation,  ih  the  cases  therein  specified. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bataro,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  from  the  word  "retaliation,"  in 
the  fourteenth  line,  to  the  word  "provided,"  in 
the  twenty-eighth  line,  the  following  words:  "by 
a  like  punishment  to  be  executed  on  some  person 
taken  in  arms  in  the  service  of  Qreat  Britain, 
against  the  United  States,  designating  for  that 
purpose,  in  the  first  instance,  a  prisoner,  who,' 
having  been  born  within  the  United  States,  and 
having  been  a  citizen  thereof,  shall  have  been 
taken  while  voluntariij  bearing  arms  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Great  Britaiifr/'against  the  United  States; 
or  if  there  shall  be  no  prisoner  of  that  descrip- 
tion, such  other  prisoner,  being  a  native  of  some 
one  of  the  British  colonies,  now  the  United 
States,  as  may  not  have  been  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States;  and,  in  case  th^re  shall  be  no 
prisoner,  or  not  a  sufficient  number  of  prisoners 
of  either  of  the  sard  descriptions,  it  shall  then  be 
lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  the  retaliation  to  be  executed  on  any  Brit- 
ish sobject  or  subjects,  taken  in  arms  against  the 
United  States,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in 
lien  thereof,  the  following  words:  "to  be  made 
and  inflicted  iipon  one  or  more  subjects  of  the 
Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  in  such  manner  as  in  his  opinion 
will  be  likely  to  prevent  in  future  the  commis- 
sion of  similar  outrages  or  abuses" — 

A  division  of  the  question  was  asked  for,  and 
taken  on  striking  out,  and  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  11,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Tkas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  and 
Smith  of  Maryland. 

Mat**— MeMiB.  Brant,  Brown,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
CamirtMll  of  Taonessee,  Crawfbod,  Gatts^  JPrankUn, 
Gaillnd^  Hofivll*  Leib,  Robinaon,  Boutb  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Taraer,  yatnam,  and  WovtliiBgtoB. 

And  the  bill  bavdag  been' ameaded,  the  Presi- 
dent  repotted  it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and, 
on  the.queatioo,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  thM  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative'  ^yeas  30^  nays  fr,  at  fbliowa : 


YxiA—MceSM.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Frank* 
lin,  Gaillard^  Howell,  Leib,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Vamnm,  and  Worthington* 

'  Nats — ^Messrs.  German,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, and  Lloyd. 

THuaaDAT,  Februarf  18. 

The  President  .  communicated  a  letter  from 
William  Tatham,  in  illustration  of  his  docutnents 
on  the  subject  of  maritime  defence,  presented  on 
the  24th  of  December  last,  which  was  read ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Franklin,  his  letters  and  doc^ 
um€^nts  above  mentioned,  were  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  D^partmenr  of  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tait  asked  aqd  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  alter  the  times  an<!  places  of  holding  the 
cir<:uit  court  for  the  sixth  circuit  of  the  United 
States;  atid.the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Lloyd  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  femit  certain  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 
therein  mentioned ;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read, 
ity  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Lloyd,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Giles,  Brbnt,  and  Gaillard,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  ireported, 
in  part,  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment  for  wagons    . 
or  teams  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  j 
and  the  bill  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  bill  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  power  of  retaliation  in  the  cases  there- 
in apeoifie^  was  read  the  third  time;  and  on  the 
question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  1  it  was  determined, 
in  the  affirmative^yeas  17,  Uays  4,  as  follows: 

YxjLS— Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell 
of  Tennessee,  Crawftrd,  franklin,  ChdUard,  Howell, 
Leib,  Magrader;  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Dana,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  and  Lam- 
bert* 

So  it  was  Reaolted,  T^at  this  bill  do  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  ^An,act  vesting  in  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  power  of  re- 
taliation in  the  cases  therein  specified." 

Thejresolution  proposinp^  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
mode  of  electing  representatives  to  Congress  and 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  German,  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  thereof  until  to- 
morrow, which  was  determined  in  the  negative.  • 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  thereof  to  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative-^ 
yeas  13,  nays  19,  as  follows: 
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V EAS-^MegsT8.  Crawford,  Dana,  German,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Lloyd,  Tait,  and  Taylor. 

Nats — Meflsrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Gamp- 
bell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Cutts,  Franklin, 
Giles,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth* 
ington.  , 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resoiution  pass  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determtoed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  22j  nays  Q^-as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bzent»  Brown,  CamiH 
bell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee^  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Lambert,  Leib,  Pope, 
Reed,  Robipson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  ojf  New 
York,  Turner,  Varaum,  and  Worthingtdn. 
•  NATs-^Messrs.  Dana,  German,  GUman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Tait,  and  Taylor, 

So  it  was.  JReeolvedf  That  thisresototion  pass, 
amended  as  follows : 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hottse  of  Repre- 
senlativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congj'ess  (usembUdy  That  the  Electors  of 'Presi« 
dent  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  chosen  by  districts;  and  for  th^t  purpose 
e«ch  State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided 
into  a  number  of  districts,  equal  to  the  .number 
of  Electors  to  which  the  State  may  be  entitled. 
Each  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be, 
equal  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  add- 
ing to  the  whole  number  of  free  person^,  includ=- 
iog  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years, 
and.excludipg  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifihs  of 
all  other  persons.  In  each  district  the  persons 
'  qualified  to  vote  for  representsftives  ia  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  shall  choose  one  Elec- 
tor. The  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  have 
power  to  regulate  the  manner  of  holding  elections 
and  making  returns  of  the  Electors  chosen  by  the 
people. 

"  i^  case  all  the  Electors  should  not  meet  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed  for  giving  their  votes, 
a  majority  of  the  Electors  liiet  shall  have  power, 
and  forthwith  shall  proceed  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

^*  The  di:^tricts  for  choosing  Electors  of  Presi- 
dent and  Tice  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  be  altered  in  any  State  until  an  enumer- 
ation and  an  apportionment  of  representatives 
shall  be  made  subsequent  ton  division  of  the  S)tates 
into  districts.  The  division  of  the  Slate  into  dis- 
tricts shall  take  place  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be  after  this  amendment  shall  become  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  suc- 
cessively afterwards,  whenever  a  new  enumera- 
tion and  apportionment  of  representatives  shall 
be  made." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bave  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Grovernment^  for  the  year  1813;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  an  elementary 
exercise  for  the  infantry  of  the  militia  and  Army 
of  the  United  States;"  also,  a  bill  entitled  ^' An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment;"  in  whicb  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


The  three  bills  l^st  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
.On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1813," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon.  Messrs.  Tait,  Bayabo,  and 
Smith  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Wiggin,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
stating,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  declaration  of 
war,  the  house  of  Timothy  and  Joseph  Wiggia 
had  goods  to  a  large  amount  in  Montreal,  and 
other  goods^  which  were  shipped  before  the  war 
was  known  m  England,  arrived  in  Montreal  sooa 
after;  and,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August 
last,  apprehending  an  invasion  of  Lower  Canada, 
and  that  their  property  thereby  would  be  exposed 
to  danger,  they  caused  it  to  be  removed  to  the 
United  States,  which  was  seized  and  libelled  by 
the  collector,  for  a  violation  of  the  non-importa- 
tion law;  and  prayin'fi;  relief,  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  remit  certain  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  therein  mentioned,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  regu- 
lation of  seamen  on  board  the  public  ships,  and 
in  the  merchant  service  of.the  United.  States," 
reported  it  with  amendment*' 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bre- 
vard, reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wa^ 
recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1813, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
seanien  aiid  shippiDg  of  the  United  State:;;  and 
Mr.  Qregg  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ; 
and,  after  debate,  the  President  ^resumed  the 
Chair,  and,  on  motion,  thb  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for,  to-  morrow. 

REGISTERED  SEAMEN. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State,  on  the 
subject  of  the  registered  seamen  of  the  United 
States,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
Senate  of  the  28th  of  January ;  which  was.  read. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  29th  of  Janauy  last,  requiring  a 
statement  of  the  whole  nnmber  of  seamen  annually 
registered,  vnder  the  act  of  the  28th  of  May,  1796, 
entitled  '<An  aet  for  the  relief  and  prt>teetton  of  Amer- 
ican seamen,"  distinguishing  the  number  so  legistered 
in  each  year,  according  to  the  returns  made  to  the 
Department  of  State,  by  oolleotors  of  difieient  ports, 
has  the  honor  to  mbmit  the  fiollowing  abstracty  front 
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the  returns  made  to  this.  Department,  distin^piished  by 
the  seireral  yean  when  they  were  so  made. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that,  from  the  deficiency 
of  returnn:,  it  is  to  be  reasonably  inferred  that  the  num- 
ber of  seamen  actually  enregistered  in  the  United 
States,  during  the  period 'embraced  by  this  report,  ex- 
ceeds that  now  stated,  by  one-third. 

Ahsiraet  of  Seamen  registered  in  ike  several  euetom- 
houses  of  the  Vhitea  States,  according  to  returns 
made  to  the  Department  of  State* 
For  the  three  last  quarters  of  the  year  1796    -    4,849 

For  the  year  1797 9,021 

1798 7,031 

1799  -        -        -        -        -    6,614 

laOO 3,390 

1801  .•-...    6,917 

1802 891 

1B03  -        -        .      .  •        -  10,7«4 

1804  .        -        -        ...    6,82« 

1806  ......  10,79S 

1806 9,900 

1807  .        -        -        -        .  7,937 

1808  .         .        .        .        -  1,131 

1809  -        -       "-    .    .        .  9,170 

1810  .         -        -        -        .  S,668 

1811 4,8S8 

18  IS 3,862 


106,757 


All  whieh  is  raspectliilly  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
DvAmTKXVT  Of  StItb,  Feb,  18,  1813. 


Friday,  February  19. 

Mr.  Goodrich  presented  the  petition  of  Talcott 
Walcott,  of  Hartford;  in  Connecticut,  stating  that 
this  brig  Qustavus,  with  a  cargo  of  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  hogsheads  of  rum.  and  other  small 
articles,  arrived  at  NewXiondon,  from  the  Island 
of  Tobago,  on  the  11th  of  May,  1811,  and  was 
seized  and  libelled  by  the  collector  for  a  violation 
of  the  DOD-importation  law,  and  condemned  in 
the  district  court  for  Connecticut  district ;  and 
praying  relief,  for  reasons  stated  ia  the  petition  ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Batard  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Mesohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  cause 
to  be  printed  the  acts  of  Congress  passed  during  the 
present  session ;  and,  also,  from  time  to  time,  the  acts 
which  may  be  passed,  and  that  he  furnish  each  mem* 
ber  of  the  Senate  with  a  copy  of  the  same. 

The  bill  which  originated  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, entitled  *'An  act  estabHshinc;  an 
elementary  exercise  for  the  infantry  of  the  Mili- 
tia and  Army  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Varnum,  Reed,  Bat- 
ard, Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  LsiB|  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  which  originated  in 
the  Senate  establish ing  the  discipline  of  the, Ar- 
my of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes^ 
together  with  the  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  o^ 
Tennessee  directing  the  Beeretarj  for  the  De- 


partment of  War  to  prepare  and  report  a  system 
of  military  discipline,  be  referred  to  the  last  men- 
tioned committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  cominittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate 
a  fire  insurance  company  in  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  ot  Columbia,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
regulating  i he  Post  Office  Establishment," <  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  Messrs. 
Franklin.  Brown,  and  Batard,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Hunter,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Daniel  Up* 
dik&  from  his  imprisonment,"  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Hunter,  Goodricb.  and  How- 
ell, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to.  alter  the  tiibes  and  places  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  for  the  sixth  circuit  of  the 
United  Slates  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
seamen  and  shipping  of  the  United  States;  and 
Mr.  Gregg  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair^  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PresideaC  re- 
sumed the  Chair ;  Mr.  Gregg  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  re'ad  the  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  themetno- 
rial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  citv  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  no  alteration  may  oe  made  in  the 
present  non-importation  acts,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  memorial,;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Josiah  and  others,  stating  that  they  had  establish- 
ed, at  great  expense,  salt  works  at  Cape  May  and 
Cape  Henlopen,forthe  purpose  of  making  fineKait, 
and  praying  an  additional  duty  on  the  importation 
of  fine  salt,  or  some  other  encouragement,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  memorial  of  Natha- 
niel Siisbee  and  others,. merchants,  of  Salem,  in 
Massachusetts,  stating  that  they  were  owners  of 
the  brig  Edwin,  which  was  captured  on  the  25th 
of  August  last,  while  on  a  return  voyage  to  the 
United  States,  by  an  Algerine  cruiser,  where 
the  officers  and  crew,  nine  in  number,  are  held 
as  slaves;  and  praying  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress for  their  relief. — Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  9ih  of  Novem- 
ber last,  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  our  relations 
with  foreign  Powers,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Baowk  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  establish  certain  post  roads  in  the  Slate 
of  Louisiana;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  bili|  entitled  ^^Aa 
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act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating^  th«Post  Office 
Establishment."  to  consider  and  report  thereoa. 

On  motion,  oy  Mr.  Bibb,  the  farther  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1813,"  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  relief  of  Royal  Converce;"  and 

Ordered,  That  rt  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resutned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  impose  a  duty  on  t1ie  importation  of 
iron  wire;"  and 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  raise  ten  additional  companies  of 
nrajrers;"  and  ' 

Ordered^  That  it  pa^s  to  a -third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  encourage 
more  effectually  the  destruction  of  armed  Vessels 
of  the  enemy  entering  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Vabncm  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  on  motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturdat,  February  SO. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  farther  time  for  de* 
livering  the  evidence  in  the  support  of  claims  to 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  for  regu- 
lating the  donation  grants  therein  ;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  release  the  dlaims  of  the  United 
States  in  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
captured  by  private  armed  vessels ;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  ,act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  a  bill,  entitle.d  "An  act  to  en- 
courage vaccination;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Wiley ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the.  Senate. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  remit  certain  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  therein  mentioned,  reported  it  with 
amendments; 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wRs  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act; in  addition 
to  an  act,  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment, reported  it  with  amendment* 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
discharge  of  Daniel  Updike  from  his  imprison- 
ment"  reported  It  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
provision  for  an  additional  number  of  general 
officers,"  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  raise  ten  addi^ 
tional  companies  of  rangers,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 


The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Royal 
Converce,"  was  read  the  third  ticoe,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  impose  a  duty  od 
the  importation  of  iron  wire,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wobthington,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Presideot 
and  Directors  of  the  Georgetown  and  Alexandria 
Road  Company,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act;  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  turnpike 
road  from  Mason's  causeway  to  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

TRBA9URY  NOTES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1813.^' 
Mr.  Vabnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Llotd,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  strilring  out,  in  the  fifth  section,  the  foUowiog 
words:  "  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  tocaase 
to  be  issued  such  portion  of  the  said  Treasory 
notes  as  the  President  may  think  expedieot  ia 
payment  of  supplies;"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative-^yeaa  S,  nays  17, as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  DfUia,  Giles,  Gilman*  Good- 
rich, Hunter,  Lloyd,  and  Pope. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Camp|bell  of 
Ohio,  Crawford,  Cutts,  PianUin,  Gailiard,  Howell, 
Leih,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Yomum,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out,  in  the  eighth  section,  the  follow- 
ing words :  ^*  That  the  said  Treasury  notes,  wher- 
ever made  payable,  shall  be  everywhere  received 
in  payment  of  all -duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the 
authority  of  the  United  States;"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  17,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith 
of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell  of 
Ohio^  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  CotU,  Frank- 
lin, Gailiard,  How«H,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamnm,  and  Worthington. 

And"  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent .resumed  the  Chair ;  and,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
nays  9,  as  follows : 

.Ybas — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gailluno,  How- 
ell, Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Vamum,  and  Worthington^ 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Good- 
rich, Hunter,  Lloyd,  Pope,  and  Reed. 


MoKDAY,  February  22. 

The  five  bills  brought  up  on  Saturday  last  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  tne  second 
reading. 
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Mr.  Lloyd  presented  tbe  j)etition  of  ErviDg 
ancl  Smith,  aod  others ;  and,  on  his  motioD,  it 
was  referred  ta  tbe  committee  who  had  undor 
consideration,  on  the  18t^  instant,  the  bill  direct- 
ing tbe  Secretfl(r>^  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  cer- 
tain finesy  penalties)  and  forfeitures,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Tbe  bill  concerning  seamen  and  shipping  of 
the  United  States,  was  reported  by  tbe  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time, 
and  jpassed. 

Toe  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
authorizing  tbe  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  tbe 
service  of  tbe  year  1813,"  was  reported  hv  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  tbe  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — ^as 
18,  nays  9.  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Bromn,  Oampbell  ef 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  'Tennessee,  Crawford^  Cntts^  Franl^- 
lin,  GaiUard,  Gregg,  Howell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Wor- 
tbington. 

Nata'— Messrs.  Bayan^  Bradley,  Giles,  Gilm'an, 
Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  and  Reed. 

So,  it  was  ReBolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  witb 
amendment. 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  thecommitteetowhomwas 
referred  the  memoHal  of  John  Worthington,  and 
others,  and  of  Oliver  Evans,  made  report  j  which 
was  read. 

On  request,  Mr.  Babnt  was  ezctised  from  serv- 
ing on  ttie  committee  to  whom  was. referred  the 
petition  of  James  Jay. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  LBiB,.tbe  committee  were 
discharged  from  tbe  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Margaret  Arundell. 

The  Senate  resumed,^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consnleration  oCtbe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  makioff  provision  for  an  additional  number  of 
general  omcers." 

Mr.'~QR£oa  was  requested;  to  ta^e  theCbair; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
President  resumed  the  Chair ;  and  tbe  bill  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  directia|;  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  remit  ceriaro  fioes^  penalties,  and 
forfeitures;  and  Mr.  V^arndm  was  requested  to 
take  tbe  Chair;  and,  tbe  bill  having  been  atneod- 
ed,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair;  and,  on 
the.  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed^  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it Vas  determined 
in  tbe  affirmative.  . 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBBIDENT  OF  THE  UnITBD  StATBS: 

T^iheSenmUcmdHo^t^f 

R^eieniadve*  ofthe^United  Siatei : 

I  la^  before  Cengiefls  a  letter,  with  acftompanymg 
doooments,  firom  Captain  Bainbridgey  now  eommaad- 
ing  the  United  States'  frigate,  tbe  Oonstitutien*  report^ 
ing  his  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  frigate, 
the  Java.  The  cirenmstancea  and  the  iwie  of  this 
combat,  afibrd  another  example  of  tbe  prolessional  skill 
tad  heroic  ivini  which  prevail  in  our  naval  service.  I 
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The  signal  display  of  both,  by  Captain  Bainbridge^ 
his  offioerd^  and  crew,  command  the  highest  prsise. 

This  being  a  second  instance  in  which  the  condition 
of  the  captured  ship,  by  rendering  it  impossible  to  get 
her  hito  port,  bss  barred  a  contemplated  reward  of 
soeeessiul  valor,  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress  the  equity  and  propriety  of  a  general  pro* 
visipn,  all»wing,  in  such  cases,  betb  past  and  future,  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  value  which  would  accrue  to  the 
paptors,  on  the  safe  arrival  and  sale  of  the  prise. 

JAMES  MABiSON. 

FsBKoaaT  22, 1813. 

Tbe  Message  and  aecompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appoint* 
ed  the  9(h  of  Noverab^,  who  have  under  consid- 
eration tbe  naval  aflhirs  of  the  United  Slates,  to 
coniider  and  report  thereon. 


TcBSDAT,  February  23. 

The  Senate  i^esumed  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  tbe  18th  instant,  by  Mr.  Bat* 
ASD,  for  printing  the  laws^  and  the  motion,  waa 
adopted. 

.  The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *^Aii 
act  to  authorize  -the  makng  a  turnpike  road  frona 
Mason's  eaaseway  to  tbe  town  or  Alexandria," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Jbill,  entitled  "An  act  to  encourage  vao« 
einatioui"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
Co  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Lbib, 
and  Campbell  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. ' 

Mr.  Smjth,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
providing  compensation  to  the  officers  and  crewa 
of  the  Constitution  and  Wasp,  for  capturing  and 
destroying  the  British  frigates  Querriere  and 
Java,  and  sloop  of  war  Frolic ;  and  the  bill  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  LrLOTO,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom  tha 
subjeet  Was  referred,  reported  a  bill  authorising 
the  remiastoa  of  fines,  penakias,  and  forfeitares, 
in  certain  cases,  by  a  jtidfe  of  tha  district  aoarc 
of  the  Hotted  Sutes ;  and  the  bill  waa  t\i^iee  read, 
bf  voaaimoascofisent,  and  made  tbe  order  of  tfaa' 
dar  for  Thursday  n«xt. 

Mr.  Let B  presented  the  memorial  of  ■  number 
of  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Phila-' 
delpbia,  stating  that  they  are  natives  of  the  Uni- 
ted Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States  by  adoption ;  and 
that,  by  a  late  proclandation,  issued  by  tho  Prince 
Regent  of  said  Kingdom,  the  penalty  of  death  is 
denounced  against  such  of  the  natural  born  sub- 
jeats  thereof  as  shall  adhere  or  give  aid  to  tbe 
United  States,  thereby  subjecting  them  to  tbe 
punishment'  for  treason  against  said  Kingdom 
whenever  thjB  United  States  shall  call  upon  tbem* 
to  take  part  in  the  existing  war,and  praying  such 
provision  fbr  their  protection  as  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  may  dictate j^and  the  memorial  was 

read.  . 

The  bill,  entitled  •^An  act  to  release  the  claims 
of  the  United  States  in  cei'taio  goods,  wares^  and 
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merchandise,  captured  by  private  armed  vessels," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  regulating  foreign 
coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,. and  referred  to  a  select  committe&i  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs*  Giles, 
Lloyo,  and  BAYAiiD,.were  appointed  ihe  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  eomiiiittee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  memorials  of  John  Worthingtop,  and  others, 
and  Oliver  Evans,  and  agreed  thereto,  as  follows : 

<<  That  the  tnlject  of  the  Biemorialt  is  of  oonsidei^ 
able  interest  and  important  to  the  commtiiuty,  and 
involves  difficulties  which  would  require  moTO  time  and 
patieht  investigation  fully  to  understand  than  can  be 
bestowed  upon  it  during  the  remnant  of  the.  present 


session. 


<'  The  commitlea  confine  themasWes  to  stating  that 
the  grievance  complained  of  1)y, the  memorialists  fiitot 
mentioned  proceeds  from  an  act  of*  Congress,  passed 
the  31st  day  of  Januaiy,  Jn  the  year  1808,  wherebr  a 
patent,  which  had  before  that  time  been  gri&nted  to 
Oliver  Evans  for  fourteen  years,  for  certain  mill  ma- 
diinery,  and  which  had  eipired-  by  itsH»wn  Hmitation, 
was  renewed  and  continued  fat  fourtaen .  yean  from 
the  date  of  the  act  U  appean  thai,  in  the  interval 
between  the  expiration  and  renewal  of  the  patent,  sev- 
eral griat  mills  w^ete  erected*  into  which  the  use  of  Mr. 
Evans's  ma^ineiy  was  introdttce.d. 

*'  By  a  judiciarconatruction  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
it  is  held  to  prohibit  the  use  of  the  machinery  after  the 
passing  of  the  act,  without  the  license  qf  the  patentee, 
although  the  miO  and  machinery  were  constructed 
when  no  patent  or  exclusive  rigl)t  existed.  . 

<<  It  also  appears  that  the  price  at  which  Mr.  Evans 
rated  his  licenses  before  the  act  of  1808,  for  one  water 
wheel,  was  from  thirty  to  forty  dollars. 

<'  Since  that  act,  his  prices  have  been  gradually  aug- 
mented, and  he  now  requires  from  three  to  four  hun- 
dred dollara  for  the  machinery' used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  flour  by  each  pair  of  stones  of  six  ihet  diam- 
eter. 

"  In  a  single  uiU,  having  leveral  pair  of  sUmea,  a 
demand  was  made  of  two  thoisand  two  kudnd  dot* 
Im  for  the  nee  of  the  madiinery. 

<<  The  machinery  is  undeniably  of  great  importance 
to  the  public,  bot  the  increased  and  increaaing  jnrieee 
of  the  patentee  threaten  the  imposition  of  an  intolerable 
burden  upon  a  very  useful  and  important  cUiss  of  man- 
ofoctures. 

'*The  committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend 
any  specific  relief  in  the  case;  and,  conceiving  that  it 
deserves  more  attention  than  it  can  receive  during  the 
present  session,  consider  that  It  would  be  advisable  io 
Abstain  from  acting  upon  the  subject  at  this  time,  and 
to  leave  it  to  the  maturer  consideration  of  the  ensuing 
Congress.    The  following  resolutioh  is  submitted : 

"  Resolved,  l^st  the  committee  to  whom  were  refer- 
red the  memorials  of  John  Worthington,  and  others, 
and  of  Oliver  Evans,  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  said  meiporials." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  "Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  hold- 
ing the  district  eourt  for  the  district  of  New  York 
and  Virgioiaiand  to  authorize  the  district  judges 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  take  affidavits  and 


bail  in  certain  cases;"  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to 
continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  further  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Barbary  Powers ;''  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ^*An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  on  the  subject  of  a  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization  ^  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for- 
bidding the  restoration  of  gooJs,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, seized  or  libelled  under  ai^y  law  pro* 
hibitins  the  importation  thereof,  laying  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  and  providing  for 
the  uoladmg  of  articles  on  which  no  duty  is  im- 
posed, under  the  inspection  of  an  officer  of  the 
customs ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  first  mentioned  in  the  message 
and  brought  tip^  for  concurrence  this  day  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bm,  eiftitled  <^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sa- 
sannah  Wiley,^  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Gregg,  GooDRtcB,  and 
Varndm,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill>  entitled  '^An  act  allowing  further 
time  for  delivering  the  evidence  in  support  of 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
for  regulating  the  donation  grants  therein,"  was 
read  tne  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  the  2d  of  December  last,  on  the 
subject  of  the  public  lands,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

.  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
an  additional  number  of  general  officers,*'  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  directing  the  Becreiarj  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  reimt.certain  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Bayard  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Sim  Lee  and  othiers,  citizens  of  Georgetown,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  that  they  are 
proprietors  of  tnore  than  six  parts  out  of  seven  of 
the  property  contained  in  ^'Deakins,  Lee,  and 
Casanave's,''  addition  to  Georgetown,  and  that 
considerable  inconveoieneeand  obstruction  result 
to  them  in  their  improTements^  from  the  present 
plan  or  plat  thereof;  and  praying  relief. — Refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Bat* 
ARD,  Brert,  and  Hunter,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.LEia.  the  farther  considera-* 
tion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a 
fire  insurance  company  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia/'  was  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

Mr.  Varnum.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  thecommisaioaera  appoint- 
ed to  survey  the  boundary  of  the  Virginia  mili- 
tary reservation,  reported  that  the  farther  coo* 
sideratton  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
dtT  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  concurred  in' the  report,  and  the 
committee  were  discharged. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
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Whole,  the  eonsideratioa  of  the  biJI,  entitled  "An 
act  givihg  farther  time  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands  to  complete  their  payments,"  tog^ether  witn 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the. select 
committee ;  and  Mr.  Vabnum  was  requested  to 
take  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  ObawforDj  to  fimend  tbe 
bill,  by  inserting,  in  section  one,  line  five,  after 
the  word  "  States,"  the  following  words :  ^*  at  any 
of  the  latid  offices  northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio," 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nay's 
18, as  follows: 

YKAs-^MessiB.  Cnwibrd,  Ftaaldin,  Lamhert>  Leib, 
South  of  MaiyJand,  Tait,  and  Y srauQi. . 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brown,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Cattfit  Gaiilard,  Gcorman*  Giles,  Gilman,  fiowelf, 
HttDter,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Bee^  Smith  of  New  York,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  onid  Worthington* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  CBAwroBD)  to  add  to  the 
bill  a  new  sectien,  in  the  following  words : 

**  And  be  it  further  enaetetk  That,  'Upon  all  sums  of 
money  arising  irom  the  sale  oif  public  Unds  in  the  Mis- 
sifliiippi  Territory,  the' payment  of  which  is  postpened 
by  the  proTiaioiis  of  this  act,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six 
pet  centum  per  aanum,  shall  be  paid  to  the  State  of 
Georgia  during  the  time,  of  such  poetponement,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sum  of  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  which  the  United  Stages  are  bound  to 
pay  out  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  public  lamls 
in  the  said  Territory ,  which  interest  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  lands." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  4,  nays 
.24,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Menrs.  Crawford,  Beed,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
and  Tait,  ^ 

I  NAT»-«MessrB.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  tfrown, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Cutts, 
Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  €roodrich,  Howell,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Taylor,  Turner,  Ysrnum,  Worthington. 

The  bill  havin|^  been  amended,  the  Fubsident 
resumed  the  Chair. 

On  the. question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  dete;riiiiaf  d  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

Mr.  CaiapbblL)  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
inittee  on  Foreign  Relations,  reported,  in  part,' a 
bill  the  better  to  provide  for  the  suppiies  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  tlie  account- 
ability of  persons  intrusted  with  the  same ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  SiiitB,- of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act 
to  encourage  vaccination,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNQTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Hepresentativesto  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  giving  further  time  for  i>egistering  claims 
to  lands  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana,"  reported  them 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and 

Besolved^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representfftives  with 
amendments. 

Tha  Fmbiobat  coauBttnicated   the  remon- 


strance of  the  citizens  of  New  Tork  against  the 
repeal  of  the  n  on -importation  law ;  which  was 
read ;  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  establish  certain  poet 
roads  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 


WEnNESDAY,  February  24. 

The  bill,  entLtlisd  ''An  act  forbidding  the  resto- 
ration of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  seized 
or  libelled  under  any  law  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation thereof,  laying  an  additional  duty  on  foreign 
tonnage,  and  providing  for  the  unlading  of  arti- 
cles on  which  no  duty  is  imposed,  under  the  in- 
spection of  an  officer  of  the  customs,"  brought  up 
I  yesterday  for  concurrence,  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  en  titled.  "Aii  act 
giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  public  land 
to  com-plete  their  payments,"  was  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as. amended ;  and  passed  with 
amendment. 

Mr,  TaiT;  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the' bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1813  "  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  biil«  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  tinxes  of 
holding  the  district  court  in  the  respective  dis- 
tricts of  New  York  and  Virginia,  and  to  author- 
ize the  district  judges  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
take  affidavits  m  certain  cases,"  was  read  the  see- 
ond  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Qilbs, 
Lloyd,  and  German,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bayard, 
Goodrich,  and  Giles,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  limited  time  the  firstsection  of  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerae 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 
to  ^  third  reading.  . 

The  bill,  entitled  "Ae  act  to  release  the  claima 
of  the  ynited  States  in  certain  goods,^  wares,  and 
merchandise,  captured  by  private  artbed  vessels,'* 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Bavard,  LlotPi 
and  Smith,  of  Maryland^  were  appointed  tha 
committee.  . 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ao  act  authorizing  an 
increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Baiik  of 
Washington,"  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday 
in  June  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  encourage  more  effectually  t^e 
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destructtOD  of  armed  Tessels  of  the  eoemy  enter- 
iBg  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  bill  havinir  been  amended,  the  President 
reported^  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  .engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resujoaed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  jepiesentatives  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  de? 
eeased. 

On  the  question,  ShaH,  thfs  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  16,  nays. 8, as  follows: 


Ban,  Goodrich,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope, 
Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gul- 
Ivd,  Gregg,  Howell,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution,"  in  which  bill 
they  request  theconcurreuce  of  the  Sejiate. 

The  bill  ?ast  mentioned  in  the  message  was 
read  twice  by  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and  jyf  r.  Varnum  was  re- 
quested to  take  the.  Chair ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair; 
and,  on  (he  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  as  aniended  ?  it  w^s  detiermined  in  i he 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *''An 
act  authorizing  the  appointnient  of  additional  of 
ficers  in  the  respective  Territories  of  the  United 
States;"  and 

'Ordered^  That  it  pass  to«  third  reading. . 
>  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis,"  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Varkum,  Franklin, 
and  Taylou,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Qreoo,  from  tne  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Susannah  Wiley,"  reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  6.  In- 
graham,  Alexander  PhcBnrx,  and  William  N^xsen, 
junior. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

On  motion,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  regulation  of  i^ea- 
men  on  board  of  public  ships  and  in  the  merchant 
service  of  the  United  States,"  was  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
and  empower  the  President  and  Managers  of  the 
Washington  Turnpike  Company,  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  when  ocganized,  to  extend  and  make 
their  turnpike  road  to  or  from  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  through  the  said  District, 


to  the  line  thereof;  and  Mr.  Varnum  was  re- 
quested to  take  the  Chair  ;  and,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair, 
and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  ic  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative.  t 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  di- 
rected to  give  to  the  Senate  inforination  of  the 
districts  of  the  customs,  for  which  the  collectors, 
respectively,  during  ther  years  1811  amd  1812, 
(according  to  the  statements  before. the  Senate,} 
have  not  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  once  in 
tliree  months,  returns  of  the  seamen  registered 


Y«As— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  German,  Giles,  Gil-^    under  the  act  of  28th  of  May,  1796,  entitled  "An 


act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men^^'  and  that  the  information  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  within  ten  days  from  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Bradlbt  presented  the  petition  of  Sylves- 
ter Day,  a  surgeon's  mate,  who  was  stationed  at 
Fort  Miehilimackinap,  and,  by  capitulation  of 
that  place,  was  made  a.  prisoner  of  war;  and 
praying  to  be  compensated  for  property  lost,  by 
burning  of  the  brig  Detroit,  captured  by  Lieuten- 
ant Elliott,  as  stated  m  the  petition  ;  which  was 
read«  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed, 
the  9th  November  last,  on  Forei^^n  Relations,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  further  reported, 
from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  a  bill 
for^the  better  organizatidn  of  the  general  staff  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  al- 
lowing further  ticbe  for  delivering  the  evidence  in 
support  of  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, 9nd  regulating  the  donation  grants  therein," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,' the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  roads  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  on  the  questioo, 
Sball  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  which  originated  ijs  the  Senate,  pro- 
viding compensation  to  the  officers  and  crews  of 
the  Constitution  and  Wasp,  for  capturing  and 
destroying  the  British  frigates  Querriere  and  Ja- 
va, and  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  was  read  the  second 
time.^ 

,The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  the 
making  a  turnpike  road  from  Mason's  causeway 
to  the  town  of  Alexandria;  and  on  the  question, 
Shall^  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative* 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  and 
others,  reported  a  bill  concerning  certain  streets 
in  Georgetown;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  the  better  to  provide  for  the  supplies 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
aceoaotability  of  persons  intrusted  with  the  same, 
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was  read  the  second  time,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  **Aq 
act  regulating  the  Post  Offic^  Establishment,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  select* committee;  and, baring  agreed  thereto, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  question  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative^ 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Phbsidbnt  op  tbb  Unitbd  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreeentativee  of  ike  United  States  .* 
I  Isy  before  Congress  copies  of  a  proolsmstion  of  the 
British  Lieatensnt  Governor  of  (he  Island  of  B;Brmuda, 
which  has  appeared  under  circumstances  learipg  no 
•doubt  of  its  authenticity.  It  recites  a  Britbh  Order  in 
Council  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  providing  for  the 
supplj  of  the  British  West  Indies,  and  other  colonial 
possessions,  by'  a  trade  under  special  licenses ;  and  is 
.accompanied  by  a  circular  instruction  to  the  Colonial 
Gk>vernors,  which  confines  licensed  importationB  from 

g»rts  of  the  United  States -to  the  ports  of  the  Eastern 
tates  ezclosively. 

Tho-Govsrnmsnt  of  Great  Britain  had  already  in- 
trodaeed  into  her  cousMroe,  during' war,  a  system, 
which,  at  ooce  violating  the  rights  of  other  nations, 
and  rostiag  on  a  mass  of  fiMgery  and  peijury  unknowA 
to  other  times,  was  making  an  unfortunate  pfogress  in 
undermining  those  principles  of  moralitv  and  religion 
which  are  the  best  foundation  of  national  happiness.   ' 

The  policy  now  proclaimed  to  the  world  introduces 
into  her  modes  of  warfare  a  system  equally  distinguished 
by  the  deformity  of  its  features,  and  the  depravity  of 
its  character;  having  for  its  object  to  dissolve  the  ties 
of  allegiance  and  the  sentiments  of  loyalty  in  the  ad- 
versary nation,  and  to  seduce  and  separate  its  compo- 
nent parts  the  one  from  the  other. 

The  general  tendency  of  these  demoralizing  and  dis- 
organizing contriTances  will  be  reprobated  by  the  civil- 
ked  and  Christian  world ;  and  the  hkSolting  attempt  on 
the  virtue,  the  honor,  the  patriotism,  and  the  fidelity  of 
our  brethren  of  the  Eastern  States,  will  not  fidi  to  call 
ibrth  aU  their  indignation  and  resentment,  and  to  at- 
tach more  and  more  all  the  8,tates  to  that  happy  Union 
and  Constitution,  against  which  sUch  insidions  and 
malignant  artifiees  are  directed. 

The  better  to  guard,  nevertheless^  against  the  effect 
of  individual  cupidity  and  treachery,  and  to  turn  the 
corrupt  projects  of  the  enemy  against  himself,  I  recom- 
mend to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency 
•of  an  effectual  prohibition  of  any  trade  whatever,  by 
citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  under  spe- 
cial licenses,  whether  lelatlng  to  persons  or  ports,  and 
in  aid  thereof  a  prohibition  of  aH  ezportations  from  the 
United  States  in  foreign  bottoms,  few  of  which  are  ac- 
tually employed,  Whilst  multiplying  counterfeits  of 
•their  flags- and  papers  are  covering  and  encouraging 
the  navigation  of  the  enemy. 

JAMES  MA0I8ON. 

FBamvABT  24,  1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  aopoint- 
«d  the  9th  of  November  last,  on  Foreign  Relations, 
4}  consider  and  rep  ort  thereon. 


The  PaBsiDBNT  eommnni^Sated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  /or  the  Department  of  Treasury,  with 
a  statement  of  the  emolamients  of  the  officers  enn 
ployed  in  the  collection  of  the  costoms,  for  the 
year  1812 ;  which  were  read. 

Tha  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  encourage  mccination." 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  jk  third  reading. 


Thubsday,  February  25. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaen-tatiyea 
informed  the  Sfenate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  alter  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress;"  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read  by  ana* 
nimoas  consent. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  government  of 
persons  in  certain  fisheries. 

He  further  reported  in  part  a  bill  concerning 
navigation  in  the  coasting  trade;  and  the  bilu 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
in  addition  to  mn  «ct  regtriating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment,"  was  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  and  tbe'bill  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended. 

Besolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendment. 

The  hill  to  encourage  more  effectually  the  de* 
struction  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy  en* 
tering  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Statesi 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  supplementarjr  to  an  act,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  authorize  the  makioj^a  turnpike  road  from 
Mason's  causeway  to'  the  town  of  Alexandria,'* 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  O.  Ingra- 
ham,  Alexander  Phosnix^  and  William  NexseUi 
junior,  was:  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

^The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tne  representatit^  of 
Samuel  Lapstey,  deceased,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill. from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives,  entitled  "An  act  rewarding  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  frigate  donstitution," 
were  reported  by  the  committee  correetly  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  ah 
amended.    '  . 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  \o  establish  certain  post  roads  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana^  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Presi- 
dent and  Managers  of  the  Washington  Turnpike 
Company  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  when  organ- 
ized, to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike  road  to 
or  from  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
through  the  said  District,  to  the  line  thereof,  was 
read  a  third  titHe,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  additional  officers  in  the  respective 
Territories  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  eontinne  in  fofee. 
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for  a  limited  time,  tbe  first  ^eetioii  of  tbe  set,  en- 
titled *An  aet  farther  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
Iwnr  Powers,"  was  read  a  third  time^and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  certain  streets  in  George- 
town  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  encourage  vacci- 
nation,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
•  Mr.  Bibb  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he  should 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  coni:erninjr  the  salt 
springs  on  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  riv^r. 

Mr.  Vabmum,  Arnm  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  19ih  instant  to  consider  the  subject,  re- 

e»rted  the  bill  which  originated  in  the  House  of 
epresentatives,  entitled  **An. act  establishing  ap 
elementary  exercise  of  the  Militia  and  Army  of 
the  United  States,"  without  amendment. 

He  also  reported  a  resolution  on  the.  subject, 
which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  by  ike  Senate  and  Home  of  Repreeenta- 
iivee  of  the  United  States  ofAmerieOf  in  Congress  as- 
sembied^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
attd  be  is  hereby,  authorised  to  prescribe  sucii  a'aystem 
of  military  disciplhie  for  the  Army- and  Militia  of  the 
United  States  as  he  may  apprdAre,  and  that  lie  cause  to 
be  laid  before  Congreas,  as  loon  ae  practicable,  suck 
iaiiarmation  in  relation  to  a  permanent  military  system 
of  discipline  for.  the  Ara^y  and  Militia  oT  the  United 
States  aa  may  be  attainable. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cahpbbll,  of  Tennessee,  it 
watt  agreed  that  the  bill  for  the  better  organisa- 
tion of  the  general  staff  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Varnum  prasented  the  memorial  of  George 
Crowainshield,  end  others,  inhabitants  of  ^alem, 
in  Massachusetts,  la/gely  concerned  in  fitting  out 
private  armed  vessels  to  cruise  against  the  ene- 
my, stating  ceNain  grievances  resnlttBg  to  them 
by  the  last  act  of  Congress,  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  priaes,  and  i>rize  goods,  and  praying  re- 
lief; and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
ft  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  gtherwise;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Vabnum,  and  Lloyb,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  forbidding  the  resto- 
ration of  goods,  wares,  and  merefaa.ndise,  seized 
or  libelled  under  any  lav  prohibiting  the  import- 
ation thereof,  laying  an- additional  duty  on^for^ 
eign  tonnage,  and  providing  for  the  unlading  of 
articles  on  w.nich*  no  duty  is  imposed,  under  the 
inspection  of  an  officer  of  the  customs,''  was  read 
the  second  time,  atid  referred  to  a  select 'commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Biirra  of  Maryland,  Llotd,  and  Tatjloh,  were 
appointed  the  committee.  ' 

The  bill  anthorizing  the  Remission  of  fines,  pejd- 
alties,  and  forfeitures,  in  certain  cases,  by  a.  judge 
of  a  district  court  of  the  United  States,  was  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  Jane  next. 

Mr.  Bbent  gave  notice  that  to«morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  augment  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Bat^kof  Washington. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  regula- 
tioa  of  seftmen  on  Iward  thie  public  ships  and  in 


the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States,"  to|^e- 
tber  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Qbbqg,  was  re- 
quested.to  take  the  Chair;  and,  having  agreed  to 
tne  amendments,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Llotu.  to  posCpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  May  next,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
paative — yeas  14,  nays  13,  as  follows; 

Yki^^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Gemuoir 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Letb, 
Lloyd^  JPope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland.' 
'  I^ATs-^Measrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Giles,  How^U,  dmith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Y ainum. 


Fbibat,  February  26. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  comnaittee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  increasing  the  Navy," 
reported  it  with  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  one  of  the  majority^ 
it  was  a^reea  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  re- 
|;.ulation  of  seamen  on  board  the  public  ships  and 
m  the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States;*^ 
and  the  biQ  was  resuiiled;  and  on  motion,,  hy  Mr. 
LLbYB}  to  nostpone  the  farther  consideraGioQ  of 
the  btU:to  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  next,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negBtive*^eas  15,  nays  17, 
as  follows :    i 

<YiAs — Messrs^  Bayard,  Bradley,  I>ana»  Gaillard,. 
German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  TenneBsee,  Crawfbrd,  Cutts,  Frank- 
lin, Giles,  Howell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylo/,  Turner,  Yarnnin,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  quesCioo,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— ^yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

YsAr— Messrs.  Bibb,  Biradley,  Bvent,  Brown,  Camp* 
bell  of  Ohio,  CampbaU  of  Tenneasee,  Crawford,  Cutfta, 
Fraaktin,  Gilaa,  fiow^,  Pope,  Robinson^  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  TaylOr,  Turner,  Yamium  «td  Worth* 
ington. 

NATs«--Me«iis»  Bayaid,  Dana,  Gaillard,  Germu^. 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambort,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Reed,  and  (Smith  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  f^om  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Syl- 
vester Day,  reported  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged, and  that  the  consideratibn  of  the  petition 
be  postponed  to' the  next  ses!sion  of  Congress ;  and 
the  report  was  adopted. 

The  bill  for  the  government  of  persons  in  cer- 
tain fisheries  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  better  to  provide  for  the  supplies 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  ac- 
countability of  persons  intrusted  with  the  same  f 
and  Mr.  Varndh  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair  ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
resumed  thie  Chair. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
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and  read  a  third  tine  as  aneadad  9  it  was  delar- 
mined  id  the  affirmative. . 

'  The  biU  coBeerniag  oavigatton  ib  tbe  ooastiog- 
trade  was  read  the- second  time. 

Mr.  GiLBB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wat 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*Ad  act  refffilatiiig' for- 
e'ign  coiDs,  and  for  other  perposes,"  .reported  it 
without  ameodinent* ' 

Mr.  Batard,  froih  the  committee  to  wflbom  wae 
referred  the  bitl^  etttitJed  *^Aa  act  sirpplemeBtary 
to  the  acts  heretofore  patsed  on  tlie  sabjeet  of  an 
uniform  role  of  BatoraiiBation,^  reported  it  with 
amendment. 

A  moMaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
ioformed  the  Senate  that  tlie'  Hoitoe  have  pasted 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  directing  evidenee  Co  bo 
received  on  cshain  claims  to  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory;''  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
cononrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  a[nd  passed  to 
the  second  trading. 

Mr.  Bibb  asked  and  obtatned  leave  to  briiig  in 
a  bill  concerning  the  salt  springs  on  the  waters  of 
the  Wabaah  rrver;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  pRBBiDBNT  commanicated  a  letter  from 
the  Seerefary  for  the  Department  of  Nitvy,  trans- 
mitting, by  desire  of 'Commodore  Bainbridge,  a 
petition,  praying  compensation  to  the  sobscnbepft, 
for  the  destractioBof  tne  British  fVigates  Guerriere 
and  Juva;  and  the  letter  and  papers  were  read. 

Mr.  Lloto,  from  the  committee  to  'whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  O.  Rich,  reported  that  the 
farther  consideration  tbereof  be  posiponed  to  the 
i»eBt  session  of  CoDffress,  and  that  the  committee 
be  discliarged  therefrom. 

Mr.  Bbaolgy,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of 'the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form 
a  constitution  and  6tate  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  Territory  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with*  the  6riginal  States;"  together 
with  the  memorial  of  Daniel  Beverly  and  others, 
against  being  admitted  into  the  'Union  as  a  sepa- 
rate State,  reported  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  and  memorials  be  postponed  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  ^ 

Mr.  GNlbb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  «olitled  ^*An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  district  court  in  the  respec- 
tive districts  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  and  to 
aothprtze  the  district  judges  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  take  affidavits  and  bail  in  certain  eases,'' 
Teponed  it  with  amendment. 

The  Prbbibbht  communicated  a  lettev  from 
the  Secretary^  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statereent  of  the  moneys  expended, 
ffom  the  eommencemeut  of  this  Qovernment  to 
the  31st  December,  1812,  on  account  of  the  sur- 
Teyi  and  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  for  ascer- 
taining the-  titles  to  private  ckhns  to  land,  pre- 
pared in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  30th  of  December  last ;  whiish  were 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as' in iCommittee  of  the 
Whole,  tiie  coasideratioo  of  the  WU  for  the  but* 


ter  oegaoiaEattoo  of  the  general  staff  of  tbe  Arnay. 
of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr* 
Smitb.  of  Maryland,  the  further  considerattou 
thoreor  was  postponed  to,  ai^l  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the. 
Whole,  thiBbiU,«ntjtled  ^Anaci  to  alter. the  time. 
for  holding  the  next  meeting  of  Congress;"  and)* 
ontmoiion,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani*- 
moos  consent,  and  passed* 


Saturday,  February  27. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  ])^aryiaDd,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
forbidding  the  restoration  of  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  seized  or  libelled  under  any  law.pro- 
hibitiog  the  importation  thereof,  layipg  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  and  providing  for 
the  unlading  of  articles  on  wbicb  (lo  duty  is  im- 
posed, under  the  inspection  of  an  offioer  of  (^0 
customs,"  rqiorted  it  with  amendment. 

Mr.  VARMUBf.  from  the  committee  to  .whon^ 
was  referred  tlie  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
provision-  for  arming  and  equipping  the  wholet 
ooif  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
elaasiag  the  satAe,"  reported  it,  without  amendf 
meat.  ' 

He  also  reported  a  resolution,  which  wa^  agreed 
to,  as  follows: . 

RuaifKd,  That  the  Secratary  of  War  cause  to  be 
laid  befoM  the  Senate  iafiMittai^on  on  the  following 
points:  / 

1st.  What  is  ths  contract  price  of  the  asms  con* 
tracted  ibr  under  authority  of  the  act  making  provi% 
ion  for  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  t 

2d.  What  amount  of  money  has  been  drawn  front 
the  Treasury  under  the  appropriation  of  the  said  act ; 
at  what  times,  and  in  what  sums,  have  such  moneys 
been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  1 

3d.  To  whom,  and  at  what  times,  hUve  the  moneye 
drawn  as  aforesaid  been  paid  1 

4th.  What  is  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  made 
by  the  said  ftct  remaining  unexpended ;  and  has  any 
part  of  each  balance,  and,  if  any,  what  sum,  been 
carried  to  the  Sinking  Fund  t 

6th<  Has  any  pairt  of  the  mdbey  appropriated  by  the 
said  aet  been  applied  to  the  manukctore  of  arms  in 
the' public  factories,  and,  if  so,  how  much  1 

Mr.  Campbull,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  tine 
fiiat  regimenir  of  light  dragoons  of  Sentueky,  r»* 
ported  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  eonsideraiion  thereof;  and  i£e  report  waa 
adopted.  >  -^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  VABNUii,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  reierned  the  bill  to  proride  for  orgaoH 
zing,  arnofisg,  and  disciplining,  the  militia  of  th«| 
United  Slates,  were  dischar|^ed  from  the  fur  (bet 
consideration  thereof,  knd  it  was  postponed  to 
the  foarik>  Monday  bx  May  next. 

The  bill  cooeeraing  salt  springs  on  the  Wabaali* 
fiver  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SniTiif  of  Maryland,  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  CSeoige  Crowninshield,  'an^  others^  were  dis^ 


Ill 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


112 


Sbnatb. 


JhroceedingB, 


March,  181 3 


charged  from  the  further  consideration  ti)ereof, 
and  rt  was  poatpoaed  to  the  foorth  Monday  in 
May  next. 

,  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gor- 
•ernment  K>r  the  year- 1813,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com* 
mittee ;  and  Mr.  Varndm  was  requested^  to  take 
the  Chair ;  and,  on  motion  to  strike  out  the  words 
"fifty  thousand  dollars,"  in  the  34Sth  line,  being 
contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
12,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bans,  German,  Giles*  Gil- 
man,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed, 
and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats^ — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Tennessee, 
Crawford,  Gutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Hob- 
inson,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
num,  and  Worthington^ 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair.  And  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  that  ot  Mon4ay  he  ahould 
ask  leave  to  brinff  in  a  resolution  for  additional 
compensation  to  the  waiters  usually  attending  on 
the  Senate. 

The  ameadmeats  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  aeamen  on  l)oard  the  public 
ihips  and  in  tlie  merehant  serrioe  of  the  United 
States,"  were  reported  by  the  oom mittee  cari'ectly 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend'^' 
ed?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
18,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent^  Brown,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franks 
Un,  Giles,  Howell,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth- 
ingtoiu 

Nats — ^^Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  Gaillaid,  Gern^an, 
Oilman,  Gregg,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reedt 
and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments ;  and,  on  motion,  the  title  was 
amended. 

The  bill  better  to  provide  for  the  supplies  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  ac^ 
eountability  pf  persons  intrusted  with  the  same, 
was  reported  by  theeommittee  correctly  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filM  with 
the  word  "  seven." 

Betohedj  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  '^An  act  better  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
plies of  the  Army  of  the  United  StaieM,  and  for 
the  accountability  of  persons  intrusted  with  the 
aame." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gare  notioe  that  on 
Monday  he  should  ask  leave  to  brinit  in  a  bill  for 
the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Barbary  Powers. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 


discipline,  was  reported  by  the  eommittee  correct* 
I  y.  engrossed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  reported,  that  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  Silsbee  and  others,  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof;  which  was 
agreed  to  ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State,,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiFes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lie  lands  to  complete  their  payments,"  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  they- request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 


Monday,  March  1. 

A  messfige  from  xhe  Hoikse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
thet  bi}l,  wluc(i  original^  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
'^An  aet  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  power  of  retaliation,  in  the  cases  there- 
in specified,^'  with  amendments;  in  which  they 
request  the  cQnourrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned^  and.  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Vabnum,  from  thecotnmittee  to  whom- was 
referred  the  hi! U  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Ellis,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  proceded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  giving  further  time  tn  purchasers  of  public 
lands  to  complete  their  payments;"  and  concur- 
ted  (herein  with  further  amendments. 

Tbd  amendraentsi  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the-support  bf  Qovern- 
me<^  for  the  year  1813,"  were  reported  by  the 
coiQmittee  correctly  engrossed ;  aiM  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Reaohedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr:  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bripg  ia  a  bill  foi'-the  protecUon  of  the 
commerce  ^nd-seameo  of  the  United  States  against 
the  Algerine  cruisers ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  1)111,  enti- 
tled "An  act  authorizing  the  discbarge  of  Daniel 
Updike  from  hi?  imprisonment,"  was  resumed,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  hiW  be  lead  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  amend  Qieot  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  was 
reported  by  the  Committee  correctly  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed  with  an  amendment. 

On  motion, ^  by  Mr.  Leib,  the  bill  concerning 
the  salt  springs  oiq  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  river 
was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 

United  States  to  pseaciibe  a  system  of  miiiury  |  a  hill,  (Entitled  '*A&  act  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licen- 
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ees  Of  iwuet  issued  under  the  aotboritf  of  any 
foreign  QorerDment;"  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  aot 
making  appropriatioos  for  tbesnpport  of  the  mili- 
tary esiabliahment,  and  of  the  voli^nteer  roititia 
in  the  actual  seryice  of  the  Uaited  States  for  the 
irear  1813 ;"  also,  a  IhU,  eacttled  ''An  act  making 
apprapriatioas  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  for  the  year  1813 ;''  in  which  bills 
they  request  the  •coacurrenee  of  the  Seoaite. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  coneurreoce 
were  Yead,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading^ 

Mr.. Bayard  sobmitted  for  consid^ation  a  res- 
olutioD  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  William  Bain* 
bridge,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Constitution  ; 
and  the  resolutioa  was  twice  read  by  unanioions 
consent, 

Oa*  the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  be  en « 
grossed  and  read  the  third  time?,  it  was  deter- 
mined in.  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Lbib  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  resolution  for  additional  compensa|ioa  to  the 
waiters  usually  attending  the  Senate;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  secohd  readings 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  general  staff  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States ;  and  Mr.  VAftNUM  was  request- 
ed to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mt.  SmiTB,  of  Maryland,  to 
amend  the  bihl,  by  striking  out,  in  sectioa  1,  line 
7,  the  words,  ^^Hxteen  assistant  adjutants  general," 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  0,  nays 
17,  a  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Germani  CHbaiaas  Goodrich, 
Lambert,  Lkiyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Tennesaae,  Craw- 
ford, Cattfl,  Franklin,  GailUrd,  Giles,  Gregg,  flowell, 
Leib,  Magruder,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tai^  Taylor, 
Tamer,  Vamom,  and  Worthington. 

And  tlie  bill  having  been  amended,  the  Pbbsi- 
DENT  resumed  the  Chair;  and  the  bill  wasfqrther 
amended  by  the  addition  of  two  sections. 

On  tlie  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  wa«  deter- 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration,  of  the  biff,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Wiley  ;'\  and  Mr. 
Yaancfm  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair ;  and, 
the  bill  having  been  amended^  the  President  re* 
sumed  the  Chair  ;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  J  by  Mr*  Varni7m,  the  bill,  enlitled 
*'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment,  and  of  the  volonteer 
militia  ia  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1813,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  the  9th  of  November  last  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  as  relates  to  the  Military  Estab- 
lishmeat,  dbc,  to  consider  and  report  thereoh. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  ol  Maryland,  the 
bill,  entitled  ^Aaact  makiag  appropriaiiona  for 


the  support.of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1813,"  was  read  tbeseeond  time  by  unaa- 
imoos.  consent;  and  referred  to  the  committee 
iappointed  the.^ih  of  November  last  on  the  Naval 
Bsiablishanent.of  th^  United  States,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Ou  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  the  usual 
provision  for  the  accommodation  of  the  house-* 
hold  of  the  Pre$ideat  of' the  United  States;  and 
Messrs.  Brunt,  Gaillard,  and  RoBiNBON,'were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Brbnt^  from  the  committee  last  mention- 
ed, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  aceommoda>» 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United' States ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  aqd  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  resolution  authorizing  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  prescribe  a  system 
of  military  discipline,  reporte<^  on  Saturday,  by 
the  committee,  correct,' was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


TdbsDat,  March  2. 

The  bill  for  the  belter  organization  of  thegen- 
eral  staff  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BAYARn,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  13th  of  January  last,  with 
the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
(S(  Maryland,  therein  communicated,  reported 
that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
to  the  fourth  Monday  in*  May  next  \  and  the  re- 
port was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  release  tbe 
claims  of  the  United  States  in  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  mercfiandi^^  captured  hy  private  arm* 
ed  vessels,"  reported  it  without  anrendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr*  Gsrman,  that  tbe'memorial 
of  James  Jaj,  with  the  accompanying  documents^ 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative;  and,  on  his  motion,  the 
committee  ou  the  memorial  were  discharged,  and 
the  fuhher  considet-ation  thereof  was-  postponed 
to  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  next. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1813,"  reported 
it  with  am^udments;  which  were  considered  and 
agreed^to;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter« 
mined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  tbe  district 
courts  in  the  resnective  districts  of  New  York 
and  Virginia,  and  to  authorize  the  district  judgea 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  take  affidavits  and 
bail  in  certain  cases;"  and  the  bill  was  amended 
as  reported  by  the  select  committee. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 
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The  amendmeiit  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^Ad  ftct 
for  the  relief  of  SueaoDah  Wiley,"  was  reported 
by  the  committee  correeily  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pa«»  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
'  informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  concur  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  eotitled  "An  act  giving  further 
time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
their  payments,"  with  amendment,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
havepateed  a  bill,  entitled ^^An  act  making  ap- 
propriation for  alterations  and  repairs  in  the 
Capitol,"  in  whieh  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  twice  read  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  a  seltet  com- 
iDtttee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
Gailla«d,  Lbib,  aoJ  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU  authorizing 
the  payment  for  wagons  and  teieims  captured  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

On  i4>e  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  lime?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Franklin^  from  the  committee  to  Whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitfed  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the, Military 
Bstablishment,  and  of  the  volunteer  militia  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1813,"  reported  it  without  amendment,  and 
It  Passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  for  additional  eompensation  to 
the  waiters  usually  attending  the  Senate  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engroesed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
Heenses  or  passes  issued  under  the  authority  of 
any  foreign  Oovemment,"  was  read  the'  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Commfttee  oh  Foreign 
Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the 
Algerine  crnisera  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  for  additional  comptensation  to 
the  waiters  usually  attending  the  Senate;  the  bill 
authorizing  the  payment  for  wagons  and  teams 
captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy;  also,  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  eotitled  "'An  act  to  alter 
the  times  of  holdinff  the  district  court  in  the  re- 
speotive  districts  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  and 
to  authorize  the-  district  judges  to  appoint  com- 
missionets  to  take  affidavits  and  bail  in  certain 
eases,"  were  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
aogrossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  fiirlher  eonsider^ 
fttion  of  the  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  to  enable^  the 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  fer  the 


admission  of  such  Territory  into  the  Union  on 
an  equat  footing  with  the  original  States,"  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  select  comjnittee 
on  the  subject,  was  postponed  to  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  May  next.    - 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  present  medals  to  Captain  Wil- 
liam Bainbridg/e,  and  the  officers  of  the  frigate 
Constitution,  having  been  reported  correctly  eQ- 
grossed,  was  read  a  third  tim«,'  and  passed.  - 

-T ho, Senate  resumed^  as  iir  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  altering  the 
.time  for  holding, the  district  court  in  the  District 
'of  Matne^^' 

Ordered^  That  it  pasi  to  a  third  reading. 
,  On  motion^  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  fifom  the  House  of  Representatfves,  entitled 
*'An  act  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  loca- 
ting military  land  warrants/'  was  postponed  to 
the  fourth  Monday  in  May  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  increasing  the  Navy,"  together 
with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  on  the  question,  to  agree 
to  the  proposed  amendmeixt,  which  goes  to  strike 
out,  in  section  1,  line  4.  the  word  '^six,"  and  in- 
sert **  two,"  a  division  of  the  question  was  called 
for,  and,  on  the  question  to  strike  out,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

YxAf — Messrs.  Bsyard,  German, Oilman,  Goodrich, 
Lsib,  Lloyd,  Magrnder,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Tait. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brent,  Brown,  Crawford,  Cntts, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  RobimoD,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  Tumec,  Varnum,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  to  strike  otit,  in  section  1,  line  6, 
the  words  ♦*  or  to  procure,"  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  7,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Gaillard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  'Magrudbr,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait,  Varanm, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Tennessee^ 
Rebuison,  8iftith  of  New.  York,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

On  motion,  to  ^(trike  out  the  seventh  section  of 
the  bill,  a»  follows: 

Bac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
retaries  of  War  and  Nary  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
aothorizCid  to  fix  the  relative  rank  of  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  to  *be  approved  of  by  the  President, 
and  then  recorded  in  the .  different  departments,  and 
deemed  and  taken  aa  one  of  the  standing  rales  of  the 
respective  departments :" 

ft  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— *yeas  14, 
nays  13,  as  follows: 

YsAS-^Messrs.  Bayard^  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Craw- 
ford, €kdllard,  German,  Goodrich,  Lloyd;  Magnider, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Vammn,  and  Woithington. 

Nats^Mossts.  OampbeU  of  Tennessee,  Fraaklin, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Chegg,  HoweU,  Letb,  Pope,,  Seed, 
Kobinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  fimiU  of  New  Yoik, 
and  Turner. 

And  the  biH  having  been  amended,  the  Presi* 
dent  reported  it  to  the  Houae  accordingly.  On 
the  quastiooy  Shall  tJMs  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
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aa  aoMftd^d?  it  wa9  d«tfrmSiMd  ia  tlie  affirm- 
atire. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
iDforraed  the  Seoate  that  the  Hoase  have  pawied 
the  resolatioa  requesting  the  Presideai  of  the 
Uoited  States  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid 
before  Congreas  a  syrstem  of  military  discipline, 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurreoee  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also 
passed  the  bill,  .entitled  "An  act  tor  the  better 
organization  of  the  general  staff  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Seuate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  tbe  amend- 
ment of  the  Hdnse  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned;  and  concurred  therein.* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider'  the  ameud- 
oAents  of  the  House  of  Representatires  to  the 
resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before 
Congress  a  system  of  military  discipline;  aa<} 
concurred  thereiiL 

Mr.  Gaillard,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  alterations  and' repairs  to  the 
Capitol,"  reported  it  with  amendment, 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee, -from  tbe  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  pisses 
under  the  authority  of  any  foreign  Government," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  last 
anaendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Aji  act  givivg 
further  time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  to 
complete  their  payments,"  disiaigreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives;  and  receded  there- 
from. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Ah 
act  giving  further  time  for  delivering  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  claims  to  land  in  the  Terri* 
tofy  of  Kilissouri,  and  for  regnlating  the  donation 
grants  therein."    ' 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

pRESlDBIfT  OF  TBE  UnITCD  StaTES  :  y 

To  the  Senaie  and  House  of 

JlepreieniativeM  of  the  Untied  States: 
I  lay  before  Congress  s  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement  of  proceedings 
QBder  the  ''Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  ftom  Cumberland,  in  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio." 

JAMES  MABISON. 
Mabch  1, 18ia. 

The  Message  and  report  were  readt 


WfONEBDAT,  March- 3. 

A  message  from  \he  House  of  Representativat 
inforuied  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  btU,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners;'' also,  a  bill,  eatitled  "An  aotpcobibitinf^ 
the  exportation  of  certain  articles  therein  apeci* 
fiedf  in  foreign  ships  or  vesseb ;"  in  which  they 
request  the  eonourreDce  of  the  Senate. 


The  two  bills  last  mentioned  w«re  severaUy 
twice  read  bjr  unanimous  consent. 

^  Ordered^  That  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
hibiting the  exportation  of  certain  articles  there- 
in specified,,  in  foreip;a  ships  or  vessels,"  be  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  from  tbe  com- 
mittee to  whom  w'as  referred  the  last  mentioned 
billf  reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing invalid  pensioners,"  was  referi'ed  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Franklin,  Giles,  and  Howell,  were 
appointed  the  comtbittee. 

Mr.  Fhanklin.  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  last  mentioned  bill,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

This  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  for  the  year  1813,"  was  reported  bv  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  wjth  amend- 
ments. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  con- 
formably to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
27th  of  February  last,  in  relation  to  th^  provis- 
ions^ of  the  "Act  for  arming  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States;" 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  resolution  submitted  the  1st  instant  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as  follows : 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the.  Senate  be 
directed  to  pay  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Benjamin 
Bowen,  and  Tobias  Simpson,  fifty  dollars  each ; 
and  to  Charles  Tims,  twenty-five  dollars,  as  an 
additional  compensation  for  their  services  during 
the  present  session. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell/ of  Tennessee^ 
to  suspend  so  much  of  the  twelfth  rule  for  con- 
ducting business  in  the  Senate,  as  provides  that 
the  three  readings  of  a  bill  be  on  three  separata 
days,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas 
17,  nays  11,  as  follows:  , 

TxAS-^Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  CampbeU  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cotts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  How* 
ell,  Msgruder,  RobinsoUf  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Vamttm,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  German, 
Giles,  Gilnian,  Goodrich,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed, 
and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
titans  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish* 
ment,  and  the  volunteer  militia  in  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1813," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Brevard,  also  the  bill  to  alter  the  times  and  i^laces 
of  holding  the  circuit  courts  for  the  sixth  circuit 
of  the  United  States^  were  severally  postponed 
to  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  next. 

On  motion,  the  hill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Ellis  $"  (he  bill,  entiUed  '<Aa 
act  estaUiahing  an  eliniaettftary  exiOBeiae  lor  the 
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infantry  of  the  militia  and  army  of  the  Unitefl 
States;"  also,  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ap  act  regula- 
ting foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes f  were 
seyeraily  postponed  to  the  fourth  Monday  in 
May  next. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  sta- 
ting that,  in  consequence  of  the  exposed  situation 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  disordered  state  of 
the  Territory,  the  late  purchasers  of  public  lands 
in  said  Territory  have  been  prevented  from  cul- 
tivating their  farms,  and  thereby  rendered  dnable 
to  pay  the  future  instalments  on  their  purchases 
to  Qovernment,  and  praying  such  relief  as  Con- 
gress may  in  their  justice  extend  to  them ;  and 
tne  memorial  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  3enate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathan- 
iel Q.  Ingraham,  Alexander  Phoenix,  and  Wil- 
liam Nexsen,  junior,  with  amendment;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  payment 
for  wagons  and  teams  captured  or  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  district  court  in  the  district  of 
Maine/'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  td  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  court 
in  the  respective  districts  of  New  York  and  Vii*- 
ginia,  ana  to  authorize  the  district  judges  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  take  affidavits  and  bail  in 
certain  cases,"  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amenoed. 

Resolved^  TUat  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  increasing  the 
Navy,"  were  reported  by  the  committee  correct- 
\y  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  as  amended. 

Besohfedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allowing  further 
time  for  delivering  the  evidence  in  support  of 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
for  regulating  the  donation  grants  therein,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  nassed. 

The  Senate  resumeo,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  release  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  in  certain  goods, 
wares,  and'  merchandise,  captured  by  private 
armed  vessels." 

On  motion,  to  postpone  the  further  coosidera.- 
tion  of  the  bill  to  the  fourth  Monday  in  May 
next,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire — yeas 
14,  nays  10,  as  foUow$:^ 

Ybas— Messn.  Bayard,  Brown,  Gutts,  Dana,  Oer- 
man,  Giles,  Oilman,  Ooodrich,  lidb,  Lloyd,  Reed, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Vamajn,  and  WorUkingtoa. 


NATs-^Mesara.  BiUs  Brent,  Crawford,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Howell,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  passes 
issued  under  the  authority  of  any  foreign  Gof- 
ernraent;"and  Mr.  Franklin  was  requested  to 
tafte  the  Chair;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  adjourned  to  six  o'clock  in  the  eyening. 

Sia:  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

A  mesltoge  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  provide  new  certificates  of  en- 
try ;"'in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  three  times 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the*  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  haye  passed 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com* 
mittee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  and 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  said 
resoliXtion. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  coacerninff  in- 
valid pensioners ;"  and  the  bill  was  itmendeci. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  was 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Beaolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  ajmend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resdmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  th^  bill  to  provide  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and, 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  having  been  examined, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriation  for  alterations  and  re- 
pairs in  the  Capitol;"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.  ^ 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  of  Representatives,  fot  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  notifyr  him  of 
the  intended  recess,  and  concurred  therein ;  and 
Messrs.  Varnum  and  QailLard  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an 
uniform'  rule  *of  naturalization,"  and  the  bill 
having  been  amended,  on  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
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termiDed  unaniinousiy  in  the  affirmatire — yeas 
22,  as  follows :  ^ 

Me08r«.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Tennea- 
mee,  Crawford,  Cutta,  Dana,  FrankliiiY  GeUlard,  Gilea,^ 
Groodricht  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Mag;rnder,  Pope,  Reed, 


premineDt  a  feature  to  our  situation,  is  stamped 
with  that  justice,  w^hich  iavites  the  smiles  of 
Heaven  on  the  ptieans  of  conducting  it  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination.  > 
May  we  not  cherish  this  sentiment,  without 


Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New -York,  Taylor,    pre&umptioa,  when  we  re^ct  on  the  characters 


Turner,  and  Varnum. 

And  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

On  mollotf,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
billy  entitled  '^Anact  prohibiting  the  expdrtailon^of 
certain  articles  therein  specified  in  foreign-ships 
or  Yesselsi^'  was  postponed  to  the  fourth  Monday 
in  Mav  "oezt. 

On  motion,  the  further  consideration,  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  prohibit  the  use  of  li- 
censes or  passes^  issued  under  the  authority  of 
aoy  foreign  QoYernxnent,  was  postponed  to  the 
fourth  Monday  in.  May  nex|. 

Mr.  Varnum  reported,  from  the  committee, 
that  they  had  w«itcld  on.  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  informed  them  that  he  bad 
no  further  commuirications  to  maine  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.  Whereupon^  vtbe  President 
adjourned  the  penate  to  meet  on  the  fourth  Mon- 
day in  May  next. 


INAUGURAL    SPEECH. 

JPVom  the  NaJti&nal  thielUgeneer  ofUareh  6, 18^18. 

Yesterday  being  the  day  on  which  commenced 
the  second  term  of  Mr.  Madison's  re-eleotion  to 
the  Presidency,  he  took  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States'  administered 
to  htm  by  Chief  Justiise  Marshall,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  many  members  of  Congress,  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  foreign  Ministers,  and 
a  great  concourse  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The 
President  was  escort^  to  the  Capitol  by  the  cav- 
alry of  the  District,  and  received,  on  his  approach 
to  it|  by  the  several  volunteer  corps  of  tnis  city, 
Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  drawn  up  in  line 


for  the  nurpose.    Previous,  to  taking  the  oath  in-  .  .-  ,  :■         .«    .- 

the.Chamlier  of  the  House  of  Representiitives,  ^^?,*'^^P?'^ '^'i^.'^'^P"*.^?*  7«f^  \?  »"  V^.«*? 
the  President  delivered  the  following  obligations,  and  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  which 


following 
SPEECH: 

Abafiit^  to  add  the  s<4eiiioky  of  an  oath  to  the 
obligations  imposed  by  a  second  call  to  the  sta- 
tion, in  which  my  country  heretofore  placed  me, 
I  find,  in  th^  presence  of  this  respectaole  assem- 
bly, an  opportonitv  of  publicly  repeating  my  pro- 
found sense  of  so  aistinguished  a  confidence,  and 
of  the  responsibility  united  with  it.  The  impres- 
sions on  me  are  strengthened  by  such  an  evi- 
dence, that  my  faithful  endeavt>rs  to  discbtr^ 
my  arduous  duties  have  been  favorably  estimated; 
and  by  a  consideration  of  the  momentous  period 
at  which  the  trust  has  been  renewed.  From  the 
weight  and  magnitude  now  belongitig  to  it,  I 
should  be  compelled  to  shrink^  if  I  had  less  reli- 
ance on  the  support  of  an  enlightened  and  gener- 
ous people^  and  felt  less  deeply  a  conviction,  that 
the  war  with  a  powerful  nation,  which  forms  so 


by  which  th,i&  war  is  distinguished  ? 
.  It  was  not  declared  on  the  part 'of  the  United 
States,. until  it  had  been  long  made  on  them,  in 
reality,  though  not  in  name;  until,  arguments 
and  expostulations  had  been  exhausted ;  until  a 
positive  declaration  had  been  received,  that  the 
wrong's  provoking  it  would  not^be  discontinued; 
.nor  until  this  last  appeal  could  no  longer  be  de- 
layed without  breaking  down  the  spirit  of  the 
nation,  destroying  all  confidence  in  itself  and  in 
its  political  institutions,  and  either  perpetuating 
a  stpte  of  disgraceful  suffering,  or  regaining,  by 
more  costly  sacrifices  and  .more  severe  struggles, 
our.  lost  rank  and  respect  among  independent 
Powers.  , 

On  the  issue  of  the  war  are  staked  our  national 
sovereignty  on  the  high  seas,  and  the  security  of 
an  important  class  of  citizens,  whose  occupations 
give  the  proper  value  to  those  of  every  other 
class.  '  Not  |o  contend  for  such  a  stake,  is  to  sur- 
render our  Equality  with  other  Powers  on  the 
element  common  to  all,  and  to  violate  the  sacred 
title  which  every  member  of  the  society  has  to 
its  protection.  I.  need  not  call  into  view  the  un- 
lawfulness of  the  practice  by  which  our  mari- 
ners are  forced,  at  the  wUl  of  every  cruising  offi« 
cer,  from  their  own  vessels  into  foreign  ones,  nor 
paint  the.  outrages  inseparable  from  it.  The 
proofs  are  in  the  records  of  each  successive  ad- 
ministration of  our  Government ;  and  the  crue} 
s'ufi*erings  of  that  portion  of  the  American  peo- 
ple have 'found  their  way  to  every  bosom  not 
deac)  to  the  sympathies  of  human  nature. 

As  the  war  was  just  in  its  origin,  and  neces- 
sary and  noble  in  its  objects,  we  can  refl.ect  with 
a  proud  sati^action,  that,  in  carrying  it  on^  no 
principle  of  justice  or  honor,  no  usage  of  civil- 
ized nations,  no  precept  of  courtesy  or  humanity 
have  been  infringed.    The  war  has  been  wagea 


was  never  surpassed. 

How  little  has  been  the  effect  of  this  example 
on  the  conduct  of  the  enemy! 

They  have  retained  as  prisoiters  of  war  citi- 
zens 01  the  JJnited  States,  not  liable  tp  be  so  con- 
sidered under  the  usages  of  war. 

They  have  refused  to  consider  as  prisoners  of 
war,  and  threatened  to  punish  as  traitors  and  de- 
serters, persons  emigrating,  withotft  restraint^  to 
the  United  States;  incorporated,  by  naturaliza- 
tion into  our  political  family,  and  fighting  under 
the  authority  of  their  adopted  country,  in  open 
and  honorable  war,  for  the  maintenance  of  its 
rights  and  safety.  Such  is  the.av.owed  purpose 
of  a  Government  which  is  in  the  practice  of  nat- 
uralizing, by  thousands^  citizens  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  not  only  of  permitting,  but  compelling, 
them  to  fight  its  battles  against  their  native 
country. 


123 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


124 


■Jmm 


Ckmfidential  Proceeding*. 


They  have  pot,  it  is  true,  taken  into  their  own 
hands  th«  hatchet  and  the  knife,  devoted  to  indis- 
criminate naassacre ;  but  they  have  let  loose  the 
savages,  armed  with  these  cruel  instruments ; 
have  allured  them  into  their  service,  and  carried 
them  to  battle  by  their  sides,  eager  to. glut  their 
savage  thirst  with  the  blood  of  the  vanquished, 
and  to  finish  the  work  of  torture  and  death  on 
maimed  and. defenceless  captives:  and,  what  Was 
never  before  seen,  British  commanders  have  ex- 
torted victory  over  the  unconquerable  valor  of 
our  troops,  by  presenting  to  the  sympathy  of 
their  chief  awaiting  massacre  from  their  savage 
associates. 

And  now  we  find  them,  in  further  contempt  of 
the  modes  of  honorable  warfare,  supplying  the 
place  of  a  conquering  force,^  by  attempts  to  disor- 
ganize our  political  society,  Co  dismember  .our 
confederated  Republic.  Happily,  like  others,  these 
will  recoil  on  the  authors;  but  thty  mark  tne de- 
generate counsels  frpm  which  they  emanate:  and 
if  they  did  not.  belong  to  a  series  of  unexampled 
inconsistencies^  might  excite  the  greater  #onder, 
as  proceeding  from  a  Government  which  founded 
the  very  war  in  which  it  has  been  so  long  en- 
^ged,  on  a  charge  against  the  disorganizing  and 
insurrectional  policy  of  its  adversary. 

To  render  the  justice  of  the  war  on  our  part 
the  more  consprcuous,  the  reldctance  to  com-, 
mence  it  was  followed  by  the  earliest  and  strong- 
est manifestations  of  a  disposition  to  arrest  its 
progress.  The  sword  was  scarcely  out  pf  the 
scabbard,  before  the  enemy  was  apprized  of  the 
reasonable  terms  on  which  it  would  be  resheathed. 
Still  more  precise  advances  were  repeated,. and 
nave  beep  received  in  a  spirit  forbidding  every 
reliance  not'  placed  on  the  military  resources  of 
the  nation. 

These  resources  are  amply  sufficiedt  to  bring 
the  war  to  an  honorable  issue.  Our  nation  is.  in 
number,  more  than  half  that  of  the  British  isles. 
It  is  composed  of  a  braVe,.a.free,  a  virtuous,  add 
an  intelligent  people.  Oar  country  abounds  in 
the  necessaries,  the  arts,  and  the  comforts  of  life. 
A  general  prosperity  is  visible  in  the  public  coun- 
tenance. The  means  employed  by  the  British 
Cabinet  to  undermine  it,  have  recoiled  on  them- 
selves; have  given  to. our  national  faculties  a 
more  rapid  development;  and  draining  or  divert- 
ing the  precious  metals  from'  British  circulation 
and  British  vaults,  have  poured  them  into  those 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  propitious  consid- 
eration, that  an  unavoidable  war  should  have 
fouhd  this  seasonable  facility  for  the  contribu- 
tions required  to  support  it.  When  the  public 
voice  called  for  war,  all  knew  and  still  know, 
that  without  them  it  could  not  be  carried  on 
through  the  period  which  it  might  last;  and  the 
patriotism,  the  ||^ood  sense,  and  the  manly  spirit 
of  our  fellou''-citizens,  are  pledges  for  the  cheer- 
fulness with  which  they  will  bear  each  his  share 
of  the  coinmon  burden.  To  render  the  war 
short,  and  its  success  sure,  animated,  and  syste- 
matic exertions  alone  are  necessary;  and  the 
success  of  our  arms  now  may  long  preserve'our 
country  from  the  necessity  of  another  resort  to 


them.  Already'have  the  gallant  exploits  of  oar 
naval  heroes  proved  to  the  world  our  inherent 
capacity  to  maintain  our  rights  on  one  element. 
If  th^  reputation  of  our  arms  has  been  thrown 
under  clouds  on  the  other,  presaging  flashes  of 
heroic  enterprise  assure  us  that  nothing  is  want- 
ing to  correspondent  triumphs  there  also,  but  the 
discipline  and  habits  whic^  are  in  daily  progress. 


CONFIDENTIAL    PROCEEDINGS    (JP    THE 

SENATE. 

At  the  Second  Session  of  the  Twelfth  Congress. 

SAToanAT,  July  31, 1813. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Ordered,  That  the  confideDlial  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  at  their  last  session,  in  relation  to  East 
Florida,  be  made  public. 

Tbdrsdat,  December  10, 1812. 

Mr.  Andebson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read: 

Resolved^  That  .a  committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
.sider  whether  it  be  expedient  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  occupy  and  hold  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  East  Florida,  including  Amelia  Island, 
and  else  those  parts  of  West  Florida  which  are  not 
now  in  the  pessession  and  under  the  jurisdictioii  of 
the  United  States,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 


Tdesoat,  December  15. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  eohsider  the  motion 
submitted  the  10th  instant,  respecting  the  Flor- 
idas ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  16. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration :       ' 

Resolved,  Thai  the  President  of  the  United  BUXms 
be  requested  .to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  any 
information  which  he  may  have  of  the  intention  of  the 
enemy,  to  take  poeseSeien  of  Sast  Florida,  and  of  the 
diepositieB  of  the  people  of  thai  IViilety  to  be  re- 
ceived under  the  protection  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  the  amount  of  the  Ameriean  force  in 
that  neighborhood,  and  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson ;  and  the  quantum  of  Spanish  or  other 
force  in  St.  Augustine,  Pensacola,  and  Mobile. 


Pbioat,  December  18. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  the  16th  instant,  calling  upon  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  for  intormation  re- 
specting Esst  Florida ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
GooDBiOH,  to  amend  the  motion,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

Resohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  Isid  before  the  Senate  any 
iiifonnatio&  which  he  may  have  of  the  iatentioii  of  the 
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•nemy  to  tike  poMcnkm  of  Eut  Florfda,  and  of 
the  dispoeition  of  the  people  of  that  Territory  to  be 
reeeivea  under  die  proteetioii  o£  the  GoTernment  of 
the  United  States ;  the  amount  of  the  Auerieaii' force 
in  thai  neighborhood,  aii4  npder  the  command  of 
Genera)  Wilkineon  ;  and  the  qaantna^  of  tho  Spanidi 
or  other  Ibrce  in  8t  Augoftine,  PeneacoHi,  and  Mobile ; 
and  napeoting  any  negotiation  that  may  hare  been 
had  for  tiM  settlement  of  diffsiencee  and  olaims  exis- 
ting between  thp  United  Statss  and  £fpain^  not  here- 
tofore laid  before  the  Senate ;  respecting  any  proposal 
01  negotiation  that  may  have  been  made,  or  had,  by 
or  with  any  penon  or  pe^ns  exercising  the  powers 
of  the  GoYernment  of  Spain,  or  claiming  to  exercise 
the  powers  of  said  Government,  or  with  their  respec- 
tive agents^  ibr  the  cesakm  of  Bast  Florida  to  the  Ua^ 
ted  Btat^ ;  respecting  any  proposal  to  or  firom  the 
local  authorities  of  £«9t  Florida,  (not  heretofore  oqm- 
munioated,)  for  the  ce^oii,  survender,  or  occupancy 
thereof,  to  or  by  the  United  States ;  and  also,  any  in- 
foimation  respecti|ig  the  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  Spain  or  eaid  Territory  of  East*  Florida,  which 
the  President  may  deem  proper  to  communicate. 

Oa  motion,  by  Ml*.  AHD9K80H,ch6  farther  eon* 
tideratioQ  of  the  motion  for  amendment  tres  post-> 
pooed  to  Monday  n^azt. 


Resolved^  That'  the  motion  be  agreed  to  as 
amended.' 

Ordertd^  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resolo- 
tion  before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


^  Thursday,  Jaotiary  14, 1813. 

The  following  confideDtial  Message  Was  reeeir- 
ed  from  the  FafieioENT  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a' report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  with  theur  resolution  of  the  32d  l)e- 
comber.  JAMES  MADISON. 

^  JjjrvAmx  14, 1818. 

The  Measage  and  report  were  read.  And^  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  that  they  be  priated  coo- 
lldaatially  for  the  use  of  tha'Senate,  i^  wasagre^ 
that  the  motion  be  postpoaed  until  to^-morrow. 


TuESDAT,  December  32. 

Th*e  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  lOth 
instant  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inqaire  into 
the  expediency  of  taking  poeseasion  of  East  Flor- 
ida ;  and,i)n  motion  by  Mr.  Switb^  of  (Maryland, 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  thereof  to 
Monilay  next,  it  was  detecmined  in  the  negative 
—yeas  15,  nays  15,  as  follows :  . .  ^ 

YaAo— Messrs.  Bradley,  CampjMll  of  Ohio,  Dana, 
Oerman,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Cbegg,  Haraey,  Howell, 
flanter,  Lambert,  Leib^  LIbydy  Popoi  and  Smith  of 
Maryland. 

JSaxs — ^Messrs.  Andenon*  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ten- 
nessee, Crawford,  Franklin,  Graillard,  Maunder,  Posey, 
Robinson,  Smith  ot  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer, 
Varnum^  and  Worthington. 

Oa  motioo.  by  Mn  Lata,  lo  strike  out' the 
words  ^  with  leare  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise," 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  qoeatioa  to  agree  to  the  ordinal  motion, 
it  was  detlermined  in  the  affirmative— :yeas  16, 
Bays  19r  as  folio w&: 

'  TsAs-— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bfbb,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Cnwford,  Franklin,  GalHard, 
Howell,  Leib,  Magmder,  Poaey,  Robinson,  dmfth  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor>  Turner,  Varnom,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

NAT8<^Measn«  Biadley,  Dana,  German,  GUmaa, 
Goodrich  Gregg,  Horsey,  Honter^  Lambert,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  and  Smith  of  Maryland* 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  ANDeasoN,  Qoodbicb, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tait,  and  VAaNOH,  be  the 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  t|ie  16th  instant,  calliag  upon  the 
Presideat  of  the  United  States  for  rn formation 
respecting  Bast  Florida,  together  with  the  amend* 
meat  proposed  thereto  on  the  ISth  instant ;  and, 
having  agreed  to  the  amendmeat, 


^  ^BipAY,«January  15. 

The  Senate  resuiAed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  made  yesterday,  '*  that  the  Message  and 
report  respecting  East  Florida  be  printed  confi- 
dentially for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  return  of  the  number  of  troops  and 
their  respective  stations,  oa  the  Southern  and 
f^estem  frontier  ;*'  and^  on  the  question  to  agree 
thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

XsAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  German,  Gilmsn,  Good- 
rich, Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  </ampbe]l 
of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Hdwell,  Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New 
Tprk,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Worth* 
ington.' 
'  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderbon^ 

Ordered,  That  the  Message,  and  documents 
therein  referred  to.  bs  rteferred  to  the  committee 
appointed  the  22d  December  on  the  same  subject, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon.' 
.  Mr.  BftAnLET  submitted  the  foUowing  motion 
for  consideration : 

Bttohed,  That  th^  President  of  the  United  States 
be  Requested  t<^  eaase  |o  be  laid  before  the  Senate  all 
letters  and  communications  that  hare  passed  between 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Spain, 
or  the  Ministers  thereof  since  the  9th  day  of  January, 
1804,  on  the  subject  of  indemnities  for  spoliations 
committed  on  our  commerce  by  her  sulyeota  before  that 
time;  and  also,  in  relation  to  Frendi  seisniao  and 
condemnation  of  oUr  Tessels  in  the  ports  of  Spaing  da- 
ring the  late,  war  with  France ;  together  with  such 
communications  between  this  and  the  French  GoTom- 
ment  as  relate  to  the  same  subjects-;  with  such  in- 
structions as  have  been  given  to  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  same.  And  any  pro* 
positions  or  negotiations  that  have  been  had  or  made 
with  France  or  Spain,  for  ceding  East  Florida  to  the 
United  States,  previous  to  the-  16th  day  of  January, 
1811,  not  heretofore  communicated. 


Saturday,  January  16. 
The  Seoate  proceeded  to  ooasider-  the  motion 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr«  BuAVUtT;  and,  oa 
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motion,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  ibe  funber 
coDside^tion  thereof  was  poHpoDed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Monday,  January  18. 

The  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Bradley  on  the 
15tb  instant  was  resumed  and  agreed  to  without 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  the  said  res- 
olution before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


ToBsoAY,  January  19. 

Mr.  Andebson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  2dd  December  on  the  subject,  reported  the 
following  bill : 

A  but  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 

to  take  poiMMion  of  a  tract  of  conntry  lying  aoath 

oflhe  Miasiaaippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  6eoi«- 

gia^and  for  other  purpoaes. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Houee  ofRepreeeni- 
eMvee  of  the  United  Siatee  of  America  *n  C&ngreee 
aeeembled,  That  tha  President  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
aothorized  to  oeoupy  and  hold  all  that  tract  of  ooantiy 
called  West  Florida,  which  lies  west  of  the  rirer  Per- 
dido,  not  now  in  poaaeaaioB  of  the  United  Statea. 

8bg.  2i  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preet- 
dent  be,  and  he  ia  hereby,  authoriied  to  occupy  and 
hold  all  that  part  of  West  Florida  east  of  the  Perdido, 
and  the  whole  or  any  part  of  East  Flprida,  including 
Amelia  Island. 

8bc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  occupying  and  holding  the  countiy  afore- 
said; and  of  afibrding  protection  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  may  employ  such  parts  of  the  military  and 
naTal  force  of  the  United  Statea  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary. , 

Sac.  4.  4*^?  ^  it  further  enaetedt  That,  for  defray- 
ing the  necessary  expenses,  ->— -  dollars  are  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  applied 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President 

Sac.  &  And  be  itjurther  enaetedt  'That,' until  fur^ 
ther  proTision  shall  be  made  by  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered  to  estaUiah 
within  the  country  he  may  acquire  by  this  act  a  tem- 
porajy  (SoTernment,  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
of  whidi  shall  be  veated  in  such  person  or  persons  as 
he  may  appoint,  and  be  exercised  in  aadi  manner  as 
he  may  direct :  Provided,  That  he  shall  take  due  care 
for  the  preservation  of  social  order,  and,  for  securing 
to  the  inhabitants  the  enjoyment  of  their  "personal 
righta,  their  religion,  and  their  proper^ :  And  provided, 
aito,  That  the  section  of  Country  herein  designated, 
that  is  situated  to  the  eaatward  of  the  river  Perdido,  may 
be  the  subject  of  future  negotiation' 

The  bill  was  read ;  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 


^r.  LsiB  .suboiitted  the  foliowuig  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reeohed,  That  the  documenta  which  accompanied 
the  President's  Message  of  the  14th  instant,  be  confi- 
dentially printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  excepting 
those  papera  which  relate  to  the  stations  and  tlie 
amount  of  the  military  force  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  letter  of  General  Pinckney  of  the  27th  December. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  that  the  bill  be  now 
tak^n  up  and  considered,  ir  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 


Monday,  January  2$. 

On  iQOtioD.  by  Mr.  Anderson,  that  the  bill 
authorizing  the  President  of  tha  United  Statea 
to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country  lying 
south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes,  be  now 
considered)  it  was  determined  in  like  negative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  on  the  22d  instant,  by  Mr.  Leib  ;  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  B^tard,  tha;  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow, 
it  was  determined  in  the' negative. 

.On  the  question  to  a^ree  to  the  reaolotion,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Rebd,  it  "was  agreed  that  it  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bayarb,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


FrioaTj  Janoary  22. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  tjie  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country 
lyinff  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of 
the  State' of  Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
lead  the  second  lime. 


ToBSDAT,  January  26. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andbrbor,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as^in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Qni ted' Slates  to  take  possession  of  a  tract 
of  country  lyiogsoiuhof  the  Misaissippi,Tercitory , 
and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  iof  other  pur- 
poses }  and,  on  inoiion^  by  Mr.  Lbib,  that  the 
further  consideration  ot  the  bill  be  postponed  in 
order  tp  consider  his  motion,  to  hare  printed  cer- 
tain doeumebts  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  14th  instant, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Gaillard  was  '  requested  to  take  the 
Chair ;  aid  tii«  coniideratioQ  of  the  bill  was  re- 
curred to. 

.  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill ; 
and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  take  .the 
question  by.  yeaa  and  oay^ 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradlbt,  the  furthec  con* 
aideration  of  t)ie  bill  was  postponed  to^  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for.  to-~m6rrow. 

Mr.  Tait  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature 4>f  the  State  of  Georgia,  reoommeording  to, 
and  solicitiug,  Conffiess  io  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Statea  to  take  immediate  pos- 
session of  the  provinct  of  East  Florida,  and  that 
portion  of  West  Florida  purchased  from  France, 
but  stilt  retained  by  Spain  ;  for  reasons  stated  at 
iaige  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ijbib,  the  Senate  resumed 
his  motion,  submitted  the  22d  instant,  that  the 
documenta  referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  14th  instant, 
be  printed  j  and  the  ittotion  was  amended. 
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Resolved,  That  the  doesments  which  accom- 
paoied  the  PresideDt's  Message,  of  the  14th  in- 
stant)  beconfideotialiy  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  excepting  those  papers 
which  relate  to  the  sutioos  and  amoant  of  the 
military  force  of  the  United  States,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  and  the  letters  of  General 
Pinckney. 

On  the  qnestioDJ  to  agree  to  the  motion  as 
amended,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire — 
yens  18,  nays  12.  as  follows: 

Ybab — Messrs.  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Posey,  Reed,  and  ISmi^  of  Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Crawford,  Cotts, 
Franklin,  Gaillanl,  Howell,  Magrudor,  Robinson,  Tait, 
Taylor,  and  Worthingtoo. 

The  following  cootidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Prebidbnt  of  the  United 
Statbs: 

7b  Me  Senate  of  the  United  States,- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  8th  inst. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
Javoabt  26,  1818. 

The  Mes^a^e  and  report  were  read ;  and  then 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wedn  E8DAT,  January  27. 

The  foUowiog  confidential  Meaaage  was  re- 
ceived from  the  PRBaiDBMT  or  Toa  United 
States :  , 

Tb  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  oomplying  with  their  resolution  of  the  7th  inst. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Jahuabt'S?,  1813. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 
Mr.  HoBSBT  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read : 

Xesolaedf  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  in  relation 
to  the  President's  Measage,  of  the  26th  instant,  com- 
municating  certain  papers,  marked  A  and  B,  in  com- 
pliance wiUi  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th 
instant,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  remoTed. 


Thobbday.  Jaauary  28. 

The  Senate  resinned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  purpoises;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Andbrsoii,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
to-morrow. 

The  Seoate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  HoasfiT,  to  remove 
the  injunction  of  secrecy  from  certain  papers ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow.  | 

Idtli  Com.  2d  S£S8« — 5 


FRfDAV,  January  29. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
.Whole,  the  coosiderattoo  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  tmct  of  country  lying  south  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
ai)d  for  other  purposes;  and  Mr.  GArLLARD  was 
requested  to  take*  the  Chair;  and  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill  was  re- 
sumed ;  and,  after  debate,  adjourned. 


MoifDAT,  February  1. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratioa  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  posses* 
sion  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  purposes,  together  with  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  second  section  thereof;  and  Mr. 
Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair;  and, 
after  debate,  the  consideration  thereof  was  fur- 
ther postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  Febrnary  2. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  posses* 
sion  of  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  and  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  for  other  purpose^,  together  with  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  second  section  thereof;  and  Mr. 
Gaillard  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair: 

On  the  queiition,  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion, as  follows: 

«  Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  occupy  and 
hold  all  that  part  of  West  Florida  east  of  the  Perdido, 
and  the  whole  or  any  part  of  East  Florida,  including 
Amelia  Island :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  19, 
nays  16.  as  follows : 

XBAS-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hor- 
sey, Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib^  Lloyd,  Pope, 
Itnd,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New  Tork. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 
Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Ma- 
gruder,  Posey,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
nuffl,  and  Woithingian. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  3. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  AnDbrbon,  the  Seoate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  anthorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of 
country  lyiosf  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
and  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  fur  other  pur- 
poses |  together  with  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
fifth  section;  and  Mr.  Gacllaro  was  requested 
to  take  the  Chair. 
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Whereupon,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  with- 
drew his  motibn  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Campbull,  of 
Ohio,  to  insert,  in  lieu  of  the  second  section 
stricken  out,  the  following: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  hoBtiliiies  shall 
be  committed  by  the  Spanish  nation,  its  colonics,  or 
dependencies,  against  the  United  States,  or  if  it  shall 
be  ascertained,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  safety  and  security  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  part  thereof,  are  in  imminent 
danger  from  the  Spanish  authorities  in  East  Florida, 
and  in  that  part  of  West  Florida  lying  east  of  the  river 
Perdido,  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  occupy  the  said  provinces,  or  any  part 
thereof,  including  Amelia  Island." 

Whereupon,  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Brao- 
LBT,  to  amend  the  proposed  section,  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  '^  that,"  in  the  first  line,  the  follow- 
ing words:  "  upon  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
being  withdrawn  from  the  province  of  East 
Florida." 

And  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Pope,  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  June  next ;  and  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  1'6,  nays  17,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAs — Messrs..  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of 
Maryland. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio^ 
Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  Leib,  Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  motion  for 
amendment  to  theamendment,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — the  Senate  being  equally  di- 
vided, yeas  17,  nays  17. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 
Messrs.  Bavard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Giles, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg«  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of 
Maryland. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are— 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gul* 
lard,  Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  motion  for 
amending  the  second  section,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  14,  nays  20,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Camp- 
bell of  Tennessee,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Leib, 
Magruder,  Posey,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Vamum, 
and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Dana,  Frank- 
littf  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Homey, 
Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  R^d,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  and  Turner. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out  the  fifth 
section  of  the  bijil. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  deter- 
miaed  in  the  negative. 


Friday,  February  5. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country 
lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  of 
the  State  of 'Georgia,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  agreed 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  words  ^*  tweoty  thou- 
sapd." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was 
determined  in  tbe  affirmative— yeas  22,  nays  11, 
as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bibb,  Brown, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Campbell  of  Tennessee,  Crawlbrd, 
Cutts,  FranUin,  Gaillard^  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Ma- 
gruder, Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

NATSr-Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Giles, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope, 
and  Reed. 

So  it  wdLsResolvedf  That  the  bill  do  pass ;  and, 
on  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  title  thereof  be 
'^An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country 
lying  south  of  tne  Mississippi  Territory  and  west 
of  the  river  Perdido.'* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to 
consist  of  two  members,  to  carry  the  said  bill  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  ask  their  con- 
currence therein. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Andbbson  and  Bbad- 
LBY  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  27th  of  January,  to  print 
certain  documents )  and,  after  debate,  on  motion, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  8. 

On  motion,  Ordered^  That  Mr.  Dana  be  of 
the  committee  appointed  the  5th  instant,  to  carry 
a  confidential  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  place  of  Mr.  Bbadlet,  absent. 


TuESDAT.  February  9. 

The  following  confidential  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
Messrs.  Troup  and  Robsrtson,  two  of  their 
members;  Mr.  Troup,  chairman  : 

Mr.  Prendent :  .The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled *'An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of 
country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
and  west  of  the  river  Perdido." 

And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee, 
reported  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa  act  authorizing 
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the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  tract  of  country  lyiag  soath  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  and  west  of  the  rirer  Per- 
dido/'  dalv  enrolled. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatires,  by  Messrs.  Crawford 
and  GooDWTN,  two  of  their  members;  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, chairman: 

Mr.  President:  The  Speaker  of  tae  House  of 
Representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 
we  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the  Senate  for  the 
signature  of  their  President. 

The  President  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last  re- 
ported to  have  been  examined|  and  it  was  de- 
livered to  the  committee,  to'  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 


Saturday,  February  13. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee, 
reported  that  they  yesterday  laid  before  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  the  enrolled  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of 
country  lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
and  west  of  the  river  Perdido." 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

Mr.  President:  The  President  of  the. United 
States  did,  on  the  12th  instant,  approve  and  sign 
"An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  a  tract  of  country 
lying  south  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  and  west 
of  the  river  Perdldo." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  this 
information  to  the  House- of  Representatives. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  16. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Horsey  on  the  27th  of 
January,  to  remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
from  certain  papers;  and,  on  motion,  it  was 
agreed  to  amend  the  same  to  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  in  re- 
lation to  the  paper  marked  A,  communicated  in 
the  President's  Message  of  the  26th  instant,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  removed. 

On  the  question,  to  a^ree  to  the,  motion  as 
amended,  the  Senate  being  equally  divided,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays 
16,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  Oaillard, 
German,  Oilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Lambert,  Leib^  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed,  and  Smith  of 
Maryland. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bibb»  Brent,  Brown,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Giles,  Howell,  Rob- 
inson, Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer, 
Ysrnam,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  18. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Sen&te  of  the  United  JStates: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secreiary  of 
State,' complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  18th  of 
January,  1813. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FsBauAav  18,  1813. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to  were  read. 
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HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES^ 

AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  TWELFTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CnY  OT 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  NOYSMBER  a,  181». 


MoNDAT,  Norember  2, 1812. 

This  beiQff  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the 
meetiog  of  Congress,  the  following  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  New  HanM^Mre^^&tmvatl  Dinsmoor,  Obed 
Hall,  and  John  A.  Harper. 

From  Maa»acku»etU^Ah\J9h  Bigelow,  Elijah  Brig- 
ham,  Richard  Cutts,  Wm.  Ely,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Ebene- 
xer  Seaver,  William  M.  Richardson,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Laban  Whaaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgecy. 
From  Rhode  iatand-^BiehsTd  Jackson,  junior. 
From  Connecticut — ^Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jr.  Lyman  Law,  and  Jonathan  O.  Moseley. 
From  Vermont — Martin  Chittenden,  Wm.  Strong. 
From  New  Yitrh — Daniel  Avery,  Harmanns  Bleec- 
ker,  James  Eraott,  Asa  Fitch,  Sam.  L.  Mitchill,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Thomas  Sammons,  Pierre  Yan  C<Mrtlandt,  jr. 
From  New  Jersey— Adam  Boyd,  Lewis  Condict, 
Jacob  Hnfty,  and  Thomas  Newbold. 

From  Pennsjfhama-^Vfm.  Anderson,^  David  Bard, 
Rohert  Brown,  William  Crawlbfd,  William  Findley, 
Abner  Laoock,  Aaron  Lyle,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WU* 
liam  Rodman,  Adam  Seyberl^  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith, 
and  Robert  WhitehiU. 

From  Maryland — Stevenson  Archer,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Peter  Little, 
Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Philip  Stuart, 
and  Robert  Wright* 

From  Virginia — ^John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Dawson,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Avlett  Hawes,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William 
McCoy,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  James  Pleas- 
ants, junior,  and  John  Roane. 

From  North  Carolina — Willis  Alston,  jr^  William 
Blackledge,  Meahack  Fr&nklin,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Ar- 
chibald McBryde,  and  Joseph  Pearson. 

From  South  Carolina — William  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Elias  Earle,  William  Lowndes,  Thos.  Moore, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

From  Georgia — William  W.  Bibb,  Geo.  M.  Troup. 
From  Kentucky — Henry  Clay,  Speaker,  Joseph  De- 
aha,  and  Stephen  Ormsby. 

From  Tennessee — FeUx  Grundy,  John  Rhea,  and 
•John  Sevier. 

From  Ohio — Jeremiah  Morrow. 

From  Indiana  remtoiy— Jona.  Jennings,  Delegatt, 


A  qaorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  the  whola. 
House,  being  present,  it  wasordered  that  the  Clerk 
do  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  iointlv;  with 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statesj  and  inform  him  that^  quorum  of  the 
two  Houses  is  assemble,  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communication  he  may  be  pleased  to  malBe 
to  them. 

Mr.  Dawson  and  Mr.  Blbgcker  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  riNDi/ET,  the  Clerk  was  di- 
rected to  procure  newspapers  from  aiiy  number 
of  offices  that  the  members  shall  elect;  proTidad^ 
that  the  expense  do  not  exceed  the  amoant  of  three 
daily  newspapers. 

No  commonicatibn  haring  been  received  from 
the  Senate,  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning. 


Tuesday,  Norember  3. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Massa- 
chusetts, Francis  Caar  ;  from  Connecticut,  Tim- 
othy Fn-KiN,  jr. ;  from  Vermont,  Samuel  Shaw; 
from  New  York,  Aruna^  Metcalf,  Silas  Stow, 
and  Uri  Teacy;  from  Pennsylvania,  John  M* 
Hyneman;  from  Virginia,  John  Smith,  and  Tho- 
mas Wilson  ;  from  North  Carolina,  Richard 
Stanford  ^  from  S.  Carolina,  Langdon  Cheves 
and  David  R.  VTilliams  ;  and,  from  Eentuck.|rf 
Richard  M.  Johnson  ;  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They  have  appoint- 
ed a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly,  with  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  inform 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  that  a  quorum 
of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to 
receive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint 
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landing  Committees-:  Coiutittaicn  and  Guerriere.  Notbmbbr,  1812. 

CommUtee  for  (he  District  of  CMum6ta— Mr. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Babd, 
Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Condict,  and  Mr.  Kent. 

Committee  on  the  Pott  Office  and  Post  Roads^ 
Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Ltlb,  Mr.  Dinsmoor,  Mr.  Chit- 
tenden, Mr.  King,  Mr.  Bollino  Hall,  and  Mr. 
Law. 

Committee  of  Remsal  and  Unfinished  Bust- 
nese^Mu  Bassett,  Mr.  Ely,  ind  Mr.  Jackson. 

Committee  ofAccounts^Mr,  Turner,  Mr.  Lit- 
tle, and  Mr.  Pickens. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  THE  GUBRRIERE. 


ed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  | 
reported  that  the  committee  had  performed  the  I 
service  assigned  to  them,  and  that  the  President 
answered  that  he  would  make  a  communication 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to-morrow  at  12 
o'clock. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


"Wednesday,  Noremher  4. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Vermont, 
Jambs  Pisk  ;  from  North  Carolina,  William  R. 
Kino  and  Israel  Pickens,  j  from  Georgia,  Bol- 
UNO  Hall  ;  and  from  Kentui:ky,  Anthony  New  : 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  the  United  States.  [For  which,  see  Sen- 
liteproceedings  of  this  date,  ante,  page  11.] 

The  Message  having  been  read  was  referred, 
with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 


Thursday,  November  5. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution 
for  the  appointmentof  a  joint  committee  to  have 
the  application  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  maps,  for  the  use  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion J  and  it  was  agreed  tp :  and  Mr.  Mitchill, 
Mr.  Seybbrt,  and  Mr.  Emott,  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  their  part. 

Mi.  Goodwyn  moved  a.  resolution  for  appoint- 
ing two  Chaplains  of  different  denominatioDs, 
*««  as  usual— which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  mak- 
ing a.similar  proposition,  and  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to.  "^ 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mitchill,  that 
the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  appointment 
of  Standing  committees  pursuant  to  the  rules 
and  orders  of  the  House:  Whereupon,  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  appointed  on  the  several 
committees. 

Committee Jf  Elections^Ur.  Findley,  Mr. 
Macon,  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Trodp,  Mr.  Daw- 
son, Mr.  Emott,  and  Mr.  AtsTON. 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^Ur.  Cheves, 
Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr 
Johnson,  Mr.  Pitkin,  and  Mr.  Fisk.  ' 

nJ^^^  iSf  ^«»^»^Mr.  Gholson,  Mr: 
BnpwN,  Mr.  Moselby,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Sage, 
Mr.  Archer,  and  Mr.  Stanford. 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures-- 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Mitchill,  Mr. 
McKiM,  Mr.  Seybebt,  Mr.  Champion,  and  Mr. 

VVIDQERY.  ' 

^mmitt^  on  the  Public  Lande— Mr.  Mor- 
Bow,  Mr.  Blackledge,  Mr.  Lacock,  Mr.  Wil- 
«Oii,  Mr.  Obmsby,  Mr.  Boyd,  and  Mr.  Biqblow. 


Mr.  Dawson  rose  and  said:— -14r.  Speaker 
I  take  this  early  moment  to  present  to  yon  a  re- 
solution which  I  feel  pleasure  and  pride  in  be- 
lieving will  meet  the  general  approbation,  not 
only  of  this  House,  but  of  the  nation. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his 
Message,  which  was  read  on  yesterday,  has,  in 
terms  eloquent  and  appropriate,  made  mention 
of  an  engagement  which  has  taken  place  between 
an  American  frigate  and  one  of  His  Britannic 
Majestv's,  which  has  rendered  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  our  frigate  that  justice  which  they  so- 
justly  merited ;  an  engagement  in  which  Ameri- 
can tars  have  proven  to  the  world,  that  when 
commanded  by  officers  of  skill,  valor,  and  fidelity 
they  are  capable  of  contending  with,  and  of  van^ 
quishing,  those  of  any  nation  on  the  earth,  upon 
any  element— even  on  that  element  where  British 
skill  has  so  iustly  acquired  so  much  celebrity 
and  that  the  American  flag,  when  authorized  by 
the  constituted  authorities  of  our  country  will 
command  respect  on  the  high  road  of  nations^ 
Far,  very  far,  be  it  from  me  to  boast— it  ill  be- 
comes an  individual  or  a  nation,  and  is  never  the 
concomitant  of  true  courage;  but  on  the  present 
occasion  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  we  should 
express  oursentiments— our  feelings,  and  thereby 
the  feelings  of  the  nation.    1  shall,  therefore!, 
without  further  comment,  offer  you  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  observing  that  the  facts  stated 
have  been  ascertained  at  the  proper  department, 
and  the  probfs  are  on  my  table : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa-- 
tif>es  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  present,  in  the  name  of 
Congress,  to  Captain  Isaac  Hull,  a  gold  medal,  with 

suitable  emblems  and  devices ;  and  that  the  sum  of  ^ 

thousand  doUars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 
atcd,  to  be  distributed  as  prize  money  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States'  frigate  the  Constituti<^,  of 
lorty-four  guns,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  for 
the  better  government  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  ; 
m  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry,  good  conduct,  and  services  of 
i^aptain  Hull,  the  officers,  and  crew,  of  the  said  fii- 
gate  Constitution,  in  attacking,  vanquishing,  and  cap- 
turing the  British  frigate  the  Guerriere,  mounting  fifty, 
four  cwnage  guns,  thereby  exhibiting  an  example 
highly  honorable  to  the  American  character,  and  in- 
structive to  our  rising  Navy. 

Some  conversation  passed  on  the  proper  mode 
J^J«Po«n«  of  this  subject,  in  the  course  of 
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Mr.  Sbtbebt  suggested  the  propriety  of  also 
giving  some  difitioclire  or  medals  to  the  crew 
of  the  Constitution,  who  he  thought  were  too 
generally  overlooked  in  such  eases. 

Mr.  Wright  approved  the  spirit  of  the  resola- 
tioD,  bat  hoped  the  other  officers  would  receive 
swords,  and  the  men  suitable  rewards ;  and  con- 
fidently hoped  a  gold  medal  would  be  voted  to 
the  nearest  relative  of  Lieutenant  William  Bush 
of  the  marines,  a  young  gentleman  from  his  dis- 
trict, who  fell  gallantly  fighting  in  that  action, 
covered  with  wounds  and  glory ;  he,  therefore, 
for  that  purpose,  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  resolution  was  eventually  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  till  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
to  whom  it  should  be  referred. 
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Fbidat,  November  6. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  Jer- 
sey, GBOBG&  C*  Maxwell  ;  from  Massachusetts, 
EzEKiBL  Bacon;  from  Connecticut,  Lewis  B. 
Stcrogs  ;  and  from  Pennsylvania,  Jambs  Mil- 
MOR  ;  appeared  anrd  took  their. seats. 

George  PoiivnBXTBR,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  also  appeared ;  and  took 
his  seat. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  returning,  with  objections,  the 
bill,  entitled  ^'*An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization^"  which  passed  the  two 
Houses  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  b  select 
committee ;  and  Mr.  Lacock,  Mr.  Roane,  Mr. 
Emott,  Mr.  Richardson,  and  Mr.  McKiM,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Another  Messacre  was  received  from  th  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  traosmitting  copies  of 
the  correspondence  between  the  Department  of 
War  and  the  Qovernors  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  referred  to  in  his  Message  of  the 
fourth  instant. 

The  Message  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  to  the  past  operations,  and  to 
the  future  prosecution  of  the  war  on  the  ocean 
and  on  the  lakes. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  by  ballot',  to  the 
choice  of  a  Chaplain  ;  and,  upon  an  examinatiod 
of  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Lee  was  duly  chosen. 


PRESIDBNT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  the  President's  Message, 
Mr.  Maoon  in  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  put,  and  carried  nem,  can. : 


1.  Ruohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  ef  the 
Piesident  of  die  4th  instant,  as  relates  to  the  subject- 
of  our  foreign  relations,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

>  2.  Ruolvedj  That  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage aforesaid,  as  relates  to  the  militia,  volonteen,  and 
the  Army,  of  the  United  States,  to  the  past  operations, 
snd  to  the  future  proseentioh  of  the  war  with  Chreat 
Britain  on  la^d,  together  with  the  Message  of  this  day, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Hesohed,  That  so  mnch  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage of  the  4th  instant,  as  relates  to  the  Naval  Estab-- 
lishment  of  the  United  States,  to  the  past  operations,, 
and  to  the  fatore  prosecution  of  the  war  on  the  oceanr 
and  on  the  lakes,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  Reaohed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Message  wt 
relates  to  the  roTeaue  and  to  the  late  importations  of 
British  mano&ctures,  be  referred  io  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

6.  Resolved*  That  so  mnch  of  the  said  Message  as 
relates  to  British  licenses,  and  to  **  cases  of  oormpt  and 
perfidious  intercourse  widi  the  enemy,  not  amounting 
to  treason,''  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  these  reso- 
lutions; which  were,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 
And  Messrs.  Smilib,  Calhoun,  Gaomdt,  Golds- 
BOBOOOH,  Macon,  Nelson,  Harpbb,  Dbsha,  and 
SsAVER,  were  appointed  the  committee,  pursuant 
to  the  first  resolution. 

Messrs.  Williams,  ^Troup,  Wriojit,  Sbviis. 
Lowndes,  Cbittendbn,  Lylb,  Stuart,  and 
Avery,  were  appointed  the  committee,  purstiant 
to  the  second  resolution. 

Messrs.  Bassett,  B4.CON,  Milnor,  Blebckbv. 
Widgbry,  Dawson,  Hyneman,  Alston,  and 
Stow,  were  appointed  the  commiitee,  pursuant 
to  the  third  resolution. 

EXPORTATION  OP  BREADSTUFP8. 

l^r.  Harper  having  stated  that  he  had  a  mo- 
tion to  make,  which,  in  his  opinion,  required  ae* 
crecy,  the  House  was  cleared  of  strangers,  and  so 
remained  till  three  o'clock,  when  the^Ho'use  ad- 
journed, and  it  appeared  that  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  on  the  proceedings  had  been  removed ; 
and  that  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  H.  was  as 
follows : 

Reeahedf  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  exportation  of  flour, 
and  other  breadstufis,  from  die  United  States,  and  the 
Territories  thereof,  and  that  they  report  by  bill,  or  oth 
erwise. 

A  questioh  was  taken  whether  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  resolution  required  secrecy,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  68^  nays  39,  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Willis  Alston^  junior,  William  Anderson, 
SteTenson  Archer,  Daniel  Aveiy,  Ezekiel  Bacon, 
David  Bard,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blacklodge, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Batler,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Francis  Carr,  Matthew  Clay,  Lewis  Condict,  Williun 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson;  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earie,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson,  PeterBon 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Orundy,  Boiling 
flail,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
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Ridiaid  M.  Johnion,  Joseph  Kent,  WiUUiia  R*  King, 
Aimer  Laoock,  Peter  Little,  Wtllimm  Lowndes,  Aeroa 
Lyle»  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moose,  William 
McCoy,  Alexander  McKiin,  Aninah  Metcalf,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, James  Pleasants,  jnnior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sealer,  John  Serier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  WhitehiU, 
DaTid  R.  WiUiams,  and  William  Widgery. 

NATs-^John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  Harm^nus  Bieecker,  Adam  Boyd^  Elijah  Brigham* 
Epaphroditos  Cbainpion,  Xangdon  ChoTes,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John''  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  Hufiy,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman 
Law,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  James 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newboid,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  William  M. 
Richardson,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Newtoxi  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  slrikin^  out  all  of  the  same  after  the  word 
^  resolved,"  for  the  purpose  of  inser^ng  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"  That  the  exportation  of  flour  and  breadstufis  from 
the  United  States,  and  the  Territories  thereof,  ought  to 
be  prohibited  by  law." 

This  motion  was  negatived.  ' 
^  The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  resolu- 
tion do  pass,  and  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  S6,  nays  76,  as  follows : 

Yeas— DaTid  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  Francis  Carr,  Matthew  Clay,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  Ellas  Earle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  Thomas  Newton,  Benjamin  Pond,  Ebenezer 
SeaTeE,-Adam  Seybert,  William  Strong,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  William  Widgery. 

Nats— WiUis  Alston,  jnn.,  William  Andenon,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bieecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elnah  Brighimi,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Lewis 
Condiot,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Wn^. 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKtm,  Aru- 
nah  Metcalf,  James  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  Geo. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 


Lowia  B.  Stargea,  Uri  Trru^,  Geo.  M.  Troop,  Chniles 
Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  junior,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Rob- 
ert Wright. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QoLiWBoaouoBi  the  injune- 
tion  of  secrecy  on  the  resolutions  and  proeeed* 
ings  thereon  were  removed.  . 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  November  9. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Maasa- 
chuselts,  Samuel  Tagoart  ;  from  Conileciicut, 
Benjamin  Tallmadob  ;  from  New  York,  Ens- 
jiEZER  Saqb.  and  Tuomab  R.  Gold  ;  from  Penn- 
sylvania, Roger  Davis  ;  from  Delaware,  Hbnrt 
M.  RiDGELY ;  and  ffom  Virginia,  John  Talul* 
FERRO  ;  ajipeared  and  took  their  seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  unanimously  resolved  that 
the  Rev.JoBN  Brbckbnridob  be  appointed  Chap- 
Jain  to  Congress,  for  the  present  sessioD|  on  their 
part. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
owners  and  agents  of  privateers  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  prizes  and  prize  goods ;  that  prize  property, 
on  condemnation,  may  be  delivered  to  thena  to 
be  disposed  of  and  distributed ;  that  the  lime  ne- 
cessary to  procure  condemnations  may  be  short- 
ened ;  that  the  fees  of  the  officers  of  prize  courts 
may  be  limited  to  a  certain  sum,  and  that  prize 
owners  and  their  agenta  be  authorized  to  order 
prizes  arrived  in  one  port  to  any  other  port,  at 
their  discretion,  at  any  time  before  the  actual 
libeUing  of  such  prizes. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  the  eaid  petition  as 
relates  to  the  revenue,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  «nd  Means ;  and  that  the  residue 
thereof  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re* 
lates  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  and  to  the  pros- 
ecutioo  of  the  war  on  tbe  ocean  and  on  the  lakes. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  state- 
ments of  the  applicatioD  of  moneys  appropriated 
for  that  DepartineDt,  whicb  have  been  transferred 
from  one  branch  of  expenditure  to  another,  since 
the  last  session  of  Congress. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr:  Seybert,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  report  a  bill  authorizing  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  Hou5e  of  Representatives  to  frank 
the  President's  Message  and  accompanying  doc- 
uments, transmitted  to  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
at  the  opening  of  (l^e  present  session,  notwith- 
standing the  same  may  weigh  mote  than  two 
ounces* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  provision,  by  law,  for  compen- 
sating any  person  or  persons  for  the  unavoidable 
loss  of  auy  horse  or  -horses,  daring  the  campaign 
to  Tippecanoe,  on  the  river  Wabash,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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EXEMPTION  OF  SOLDIERS  FROM  ARREST 

FOR  DEBT. 

Mr.  Bacon  stated  that,  under  the  present  law, 
exempting  from  arrest  privBtes  in  the  Array  of 
the  United  Slates  in  certain  cases  of  debt,  frauds 
had  been,  and  more  extensively  might  be.  com- 
loitted  ;  inasmuch  as  a  soldier  who  was  tired  of 
the  service,  by  giving  bis  bond  for  a  feigned  debt 
for  an  amount  greater  than  twenty  dollars,  could 
procure  himself  to  be  a'rrested  and  kept  out  of 
service,  dbc.  Mr.  B.  further  illustrated  the  eva-^ 
sions  to  which  the  present  law  is  liable,  and  con- 
cluded by  moving  tne  following  resolution : 

Jiaolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afikirs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  exempting  altogether  from  liability  to 
arrest,  or  being  taken  in  execution  fbr  debt,  of  any 
non-oommissiened  officer,  musician,  or  private;  belong- 
ing to  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  volun- 
teer corps,  when  called  into  service  pursuant  to  law. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


TuESDAT,  November  10. 

Aootber  member,  to  wit:  from  Virginia,  Jambs 
Breckenridoe,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  MitCBiLL  preseDled  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  to 
be  relieved  from  the  penalties  incurred  by  the  late' 
importations  of  British  manufactures  into  the 
United  States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  a  petition  of  Tomp- 
kins and  Murray,  merchants,  or  Richmond,  in  the 
Slate  of  Virginia,  also  praying  to  be  relieved  from 
the  penalties  incurred  by  thie  laie  importations  of 
British  manufactures,  on  their  account,  into  the 
United  States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads^  presented  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  transportation  of  certain  documents  free 
of  postage;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day, 
which  was  subsequently  done,  and  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  PoiNOEZTER  observed  that  a  bill  had  last 
seasiofi  passed  this  House  for  ereetiog  Mississippi 
Territory  into  a  State,  but  been  rejected  ia  the 
Senate  from  a  particular  objection,  which  it  was 
DOW  understood  would  be  soon  removed  by  the 
coosent  of  the  State  of  Georgia  to  the  measure. 
He,  therefore,  proposed  that  a  bill  for  that  purpose 
should  be  again  originated  in  this  House ;  and, 
therefore,  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  people  of  the 
Miaslwippi  Territory  to  form  a  oonstitution  and  State 
government,  and  of  admitting  them  into  the  Union  on 
an  equal  footiag  with  the  original  States ;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs. 
PoiNOEXTBR,  B.  Hall,  Grundy,  Taliaferro, 
and  GooDWYN,  were  appointed «  committee  ac- 
cordingly. 


MOUNTED  TROOPS. 

Mr.  Johnson  observed  that  he  had  draughted 
a  resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  authorize  an  expedi- 
tion of  mounted  volunteers  against  the  seyeral 
Indian  tribes  hostile  to  the  United  States.  He 
said  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  the 
power  ana  the  will  to  break  up  and  to  extirpate 
tho&e  hostile  savages,  to  desolate  their  country, 
or  conipel  them  to  surrender  at  discretion,  as  the 
Miamies  had  done  lately  when  they  beheld  the 
strong  arm  o(  the  Government  uplifted  and  rea* 
dy  to  fall  upon  theni  heavily.  And  it  was  the 
imperious  duty  of  Congress  so  to  organize  this 
power,  and  so  to  direct  this  will,  as  to  make  it  ef- 
fectual and  most  destructive  to  the  enemy  in  the 
line' of  its  operation.  Mr.  J.  said  a  winter  cham- 
paign of  mounted  men  well  selected*  well  organ- 
ized, and  well  conducted  for  sixty  days,  would 
close  an  Indian  war,  which  was  restrained  on  their 
part  by  no  ties  of  religion,  by  no  rules  of  moral- 
itv,  by  no  suggestions  of  mercy,  by  no  principles 
of  humanity.  Sir.  said  he,  you  well  know  that 
we  cannot  so  guard  any  part  of  our  extended  line 
of  frontier  as  to  prevent  entirely  the  incursions  of 
savages,  so  long  as  they  have  a  place  of  safetv  or 
hiding  place  upon  our  borders;  by  reason  of  which 
a  few  desperate  savages,  well  armed  with  their 
rifles,  tomahawks,  and  scalping  knives,  and  paid 
for  the  scalps  of  our  citizens,  may  travel  in  the 
night,  watch  their  place  of  aasassination  undis- 
covered, and  fail  upon  our  infant  settlements  thus 
exposed  and  massacre  them  without  distinction  of 
age  or  sex,  and  not  leave  even  an  infant  to  lisp 
the  sad  tale  of  sorrow  to  the  passing  stranger. 
Such  has  been  the  fact  in  many  places  on  our 
frontier  since  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe  ]  and  such 
was  the  melancholy  fact  near  the  Ohio  river,  in 
Indiana,  when  upwards  of  twenty  persons  were 
horribly  murdered  in  cold  blood,  without  the  op- 
portunity* of  resistance;  the  most  of  these  unfor- 
tunate victims  were  women  and  children,  whose 
heads  were  roasted  by  the  fire,  and  ia  this  cruel 
mo(]e  tortured  to  death,  and  under  circumstances 
which  would  blacken  and  dye  with  deeper,  dis- 
grace the  most  infamous  and  abandoned  set  of 
beings  on  earth.  Since  the  defeat  of  Braddock. 
Mr.  J.  observed,  the  conflict  with  the  Indians  had 
always  been  an  unequal  one,  and  the  United 
States  had  never  carried  on  such  a  campaign 
against  them  as  would  bring  them  to  their  rea- 
son. He  observed,  tha^  a  winter  campaign  of 
mounted  men, would  place  us  on  an, equality  ia 
our  contest  with  the  Indians;  and  he  pledged 
himself  for  the  efficacy  of  such  an  expedition,  if 
sanctioned  and  authorized  by  Congress,  and  left 
to  the  Executive  of  Kentucky,  so  far  as  the  forces 
were  taken  fiom  that  State.  On  such  a  campaign 
they  must  meet  us  in  battle,  or  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion; they  could  not  avoid  our  search  nor 
evade  our  pursuit — the  season  would  furnish  cer- 
tain means  of  discovery;  their  strong  holds  would 
be  broken  up ;  their  squaws  and  children  would 
fall  into  our  bands^  and  remain  sure  pledges 
against  savage  ferocity  and  barbarity.  Nothing 
do  they  so  much  fear  as  to  have  their  squawa 
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taken  prisoners.    Their  winter  quarters  would  be 
discovered  an<l  their  stock  of  winter  provisions 
would  be  destroyed ;  and  once  since  the  revolu- 
tion the  frfend  to  his  country  would  enjoy  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  our  savage  enemies  num* 
bled  in  the  dust  and  solely  at  our  mercy,  notwith- 
standing all  the  arts  of  British  intrigue  to  the 
contrary.    On  the  contrary,  we  want  no  addition- 
al evidence,  no  train  of  reasoning,  nor  a  particu- 
lar detail  of  facts,  to  convince  us  that  aoy  other 
kind  of  force,  and  at  any  other  period,  will  only 
give  us  a  partial  remedy.    Upon  any  other  prin- 
ciple we  give  the  savage  foe  every  advantage. 
When  threatened  and  pursued  by  a  force  suffi- 
cient to  chastise  them,  no  warriors  can  be  found 
— they  scatter  through  the  woods  like  the  wild 
beasts  of  the  forest.     Send  a  small  party,  and  they 
are  immediately  surrounded  and  cut  off  by  supe- 
rior numbers.    In  fact,  sir,  they  will  not  meet  at 
their  own  doors  and*  firesides  equal  nufmbers  in 
honorable  combat — they  must  always  have  some 
great  and  decided  advantage.    In  the  several  at- 
tacks made  upon  Fort  Wayne,  Fort  Harrison, 
and  Bellvue — at  which  places  our  officer^  and  sol- 
diers acted  with  a  firmness  and  gallantry  deserv- 
ing the  highest  praises  of  their  country — the  In- 
dians retreated  at  the  approach  of  assistance,  and 
could  pot  be  found.    We  witnessed  the  same 
scene  when  our  army  penetrated  their  country 
from  Fort  Wayne,  who  burnt  their  towns  and 
destroyed  their  crops.    In  short,  sir,  late  in  the 
Spring,  in  the  Summer,  and  in  the  Fall  every 
thicket,  every  swamp — nay,  every  brush-heap  sur- 
rounded witn  weeds  furnishes  a  hiding  place; 
and  it  is  in  vain  to  search  after  Indians  at  such  a 
time,  if  they  are  not  disposed  to  be  seen.    Mr.  J. 
said,  with  this  imperfect  picture  before  us,  which, 
however,  contained  undeniable  facts,  Congress 
could  not'reconcile  it  to  its  duty  not.  to  take  such 
steps  as  would  speedily  terminate  the  war  with 
the  savages.    Such  steps  had  been  taken  as  to 
produce  much  temporary  distress  among  the  Pot- 
tawatamies  and  other  tribes,  and  the  destruction 
of  their  villages  and  crops  would  employ  many 
of  their  warriors  in  procuring  subsistence   for 
their  squaws  and  children,  which  consequently 
gave  a  correspondent  relief  to  our  frontier  settle- 
ments; that  a  winter  campaign  well  conducted 
was  indispensable  to  complete  the  work  which 
was  begun  with  so  much  zeal,  but  which  could 
not  produce  all  the  benefit  that  might  be  expected 
from  a  regular  authorized  expedition ;  for  it  would 
be  recollected  that  the  mounted  men  had  gone 
out  suddenly  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  with- 
out compensation,  with  a  view  to  relieve  the 
frontiers  from  the  disasters  of  Hull's  humiliating 
surrender;  and  in  such  voluntary  associations 
many  men  would  consider  themselves  under  lest 
obligations  than  if  employed  by  the  Government, 
although  the  party  with  whom  he  had  the  honor 
to  act  served  beyond  the  time  for  which  they  en- 
rolled themselves^  and  never  quitted  the  service 
until  honorably  discharged.    Mr.  J.  observed,  if 
the  savages  are  unmindful  of  the  many  acts  of 
benevolence,  of  justice  atid  friendship  exercised 
towards  them  by  the  United  States ;  if  British 


influence,  or  British  gold,  or  any  other  considera- 
tion, could  induce  them  to  continue  the  savaee 
practice  of   imbruing  their  hands  alike  in  tBe 
blood  of  the  warrior  in  the  field,  and  the  infant 
in  its  mother's  arms;  if  they  will  be  bound  by  no 
obligation  however  sacred ;  by  no  treaty,  how- 
ever solemnly  made ;  by  no  dictate  of  nature,  no 
matter  how  self-evident;  the  United  States  are 
absolved  from  acts  of  further  forbearance ;  and 
we  are  called  upon  by  every  feeling  of  duty  and 
honor  to  disarm  them  of  their  fury  and  pux  them 
beyond  the  power  of  injury.    Mr.  J.  said  he  had 
not  intended  to  trouble  the  House  with  so  many 
preliminary  remarks,  b^ut  he  had  seen  in  his  place 
the  Chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  res- 
olution was  to  be  referred,  and  he  was  anxious 
that  the  design  and  object  of  the  motion  should 
be  known,  that  the  committee  might  act  with  des- 
patch if  it  met  with  their  views: 

Raoivedf  That  the  select  committee  to  whom  wa» 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relate* 
to  military  aflairs,  be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  authorizing  an  expedition  of  mounted  vol- 
unteen  against'^the  Indian  tribes  hostile  to  the  United 
Sutes. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  nem.  con.,  without 
debate.     " 

Wednesday,  November  11. 

Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, prayinsf  to  be  relieved  from  the  penalties  in- 
curred by  the  late  importations  of  British  manu- 
factures, on  their  account,  into  the  United  States. 
— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Benjamin 
M.  Piatt,  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  complaining  of 
the  undue  flection  of  ShadracK  Bond,  to  serve 
as  the  Delegate  in  this  House  from  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  praying  that  an  investigation  into 
the  said  election  may  take  place,  and  that  such 
decision  may  be  had  thereon^  as,  in  the  wisdom 
of  the  House  may  appear  proper. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 


Tbursdat,  November  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Kentucky,  Sam- 
uel McKeb,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  to  whom  was  referred  the  res- 
olution submitted  by  Mr.  Dawson,  requesting  the 
President  to  present  a  gold  medal  to  Captain  Hull, 
reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motron,  of  Mr.  Setbbrt,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
longing the  continuance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadel- 
phia, with  leave  to  report  by  bill.  Mr.  Sbybbht, 
Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  and  Mr.  MosBLEr,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 


Friday,  November  13. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit ;  from  New 
York,  Thomas  B.  Cookb;  from  New  Jersey, 
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Jambs  ManaAN ;  from  Virginia.  John  Randolph  ; 
and  from  North  Carolina,  Lemuel  Sawyer  ;  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Seybert,  from  the  coramiitee  appointed 
yesterday,  presented  a  bill  farther  to  prolong  the 
continaance  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

A  Message  was  recei7ed  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  transmitting,  foi-  the  fur- 
ther information  of  Congress  relative  to  the  pa- 
cific advances  made  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  been  met  by  the  latter,  the 
sequel  of  the  communications  on  that  subject,  re- 
ceived from  the  late  Charg6  des  Affaires  at  Lon- 
don.— Read,  and, ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TYriobt,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  vesting  the  power  of 
retaliation,  in  certain  cases,  in  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Wrtqht,  Mr.  Gholson, 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  Mr.  Butler,  ftnd  Mr.  Fitch, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  fujfther  to  prolong  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia.  The  bill 
was  reported  with  an  amendment,  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  tjiird  time  on  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  November  16. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from 'Massa- 
chusetts, William  Reed;  frook  Rhode  Island, 
Blisba  R.  Potter  ;  from  Virginia,  Daniel 
Sbeffey;  from  North  Carolina,  James  Cooh- 
ran  ;  from  South  Carolina,  Riohard  Winn  ;  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  -petition  from  sundry 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  to 
be  released  from  the  penalties  incurred  by  the 
late  importations  Into  the  United  States  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures,  on  their  account. 

Mr.  Miln OR  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  of  Boston,  also  praying  to  be  released 
from  the  penalties  incurred  by  them  in  the  late 
importations,  on  their  account,  of  British  manu«- 
factares. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
RDd  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pot  n dexter. 

Ruohtdt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  ezpedieney  of  compelling  the  judges  of  the 
respective  dis^cts  sad  territories  of  the  United  States 
to  reside  within^  the  district  or  territory  for  which  they 
may  be  appointed ;  and,  that  the  conmiittee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bUl,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr.  Pickens, 
Mr.  Taliaferro,  and  Mr.  Strong^  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  Gold  stated  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  increase  of  labor  devolving  on  the  judges* 
of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  the 
salaries  of  several  were  altogether  inadequate  to 


the  services  performed,  which,  in  some  instances, 
had  tripled  since  the  salaries  were  fixed,  and  bad 
become  particularly  arduous  and  laborious  under 
recent  laws  of  the  United  States.  Of  all  the  offi- 
cers in  the  Government,  the  compensation  al- 
lowed to  district  judges  was  the  lowest  in  the 
scale;  for,  he  said,  the  expenses  of  travelling  the 
circuit  of  the  districts  consumed  near  the  whole 
emolument  of  some  of  the  judges,  whose  sala- 
ries were  less  than  many  of  the  cierks.in  the 
public  offices.  Taking  these  things  into  view, 
ne  was  induced  to  propose  the  following  resolu- 
tion :    ^ 

"  Resohedj  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salaries  or  compensation  allowed  -by  law  to  the 
district  judges  of  the  several  judicial  districts  within 
the  United  States." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution ; 
which,  however,  on  the  quei^tion  of  its  passage, 
was  rejected — yeas  41,  nays  42. 

THE  MINT. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  a 
view  of  substituting  Washington  City,  instead  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  location  of  the  Mint,  urging 
in  support  of  bis  proposition  the  obvious  propri- 
ety of  fixing.an  establishment  of  this  description 
at  the  Seat  of  the  Government  which  erects  it. 

Mr.  Seybert  and  Mr.  Smilie  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, because  a  removal  would  be  injurious  to  the 
public  interest,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
taining bullion,  except  in  a  great  commercial 
city^;  and,  because  it  was  doubtful  whether  the 
officers  and  workmen  who  conducted  it  could 
be  induced  to  remove  from  their  Philadelphia 
residence. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  eight  members  only 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
without  a  division. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Jennings  prefaced  the  following  motion 
by  some  remarks  on  its  merits.  On  the  extension 
of  the  time  of  payment  for  lands  purchased  of 
the  United  States,  be  remarked  that  the  state  of 
things  in  th^  Northwestern  country,  it  was  evi- 
dent to  every  one,  had  cut  off  from  ^be  people  of 
that  country  the  means  whereby  they  must  have 
calculated  to  make  payment  for  their  lands ;  and^ 
although  the  extension  of  payment  was,  in  prin* 
ciple,  objectionable,  circumstances  now  imperi- 
ously called  for  it.  On  the  second  resolution,  he 
conceived  that,  in  the  end,  more  money  would 
accrue  from  it  than  from  the  present  system,  and 
it  would  be  paid  with  |^reater  certainty.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  resolutions,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  J. : 

JRetokedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prolonging  the  time  of  payment  to  these 
purdiasers  of  the  public  lands  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  who  shall  have  purchased  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  April,  1809. 
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Betohed,  Kkeunn,  That  the  aaid  eoomittee  inqiiira 
into  the  expediency  of  subdividing  each  quarter  sec* 
tien,  and  reducing  the  price  of  the  land*  of  th«  United 
SUtes. 

Tb&  resolutions  w^re  adopted. 


TuESDAT,  November  17. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  from  the  committee  appoioted 
on  the  13th  iostant,  presented  a  bill  vestins  the 
power  of  retaliatioo,  in  certain  cases,  in  the  Pres* 
idenc  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bill  Testing  the  power  of  retaliation^  in  ceitain 
casesi  in  the  Presidentof  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  4*0.,  That  if  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States  being  a  prisoner  by  land  or  sea  to  the  British 
GoTemment,  or  who  has  been  impressed,  has  suffered 
or  shall  suffer  death,  mutilation,  or  other  corporeal 
punishment.  Or  be  imprisoned  with  unusual  seyerity 
by  any  officer,  agent,  soldier,  or  Indian,  in  the  service 
of  the  British  Goyernment,  tha  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  and 
required  to  cause  the  most  rigorous  retaliation  to  be 
executed  on  any  si^bjecl,  officer,  soldier,  or  Indian,  in 
the  seryice  or  employment  of  the  British  Government, 
as  shall  or  may  have  been  captured  by  the  arms  of  the 
United  States  by  land  or  sea. 

LETTERS  OF  MARQUE,  dec. 

Mr.  Babsett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  reported,  in 
part,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  let- 
ters of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  in  addition  to  the  act  coni^ming  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houh  of  Rwrf 
MenteUives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Uon' 
greet  asaembledt  That  all  prize  property,  upon  sen- 
tence of  condemnation,  shall,  at  the  request  of  the 
owners  of  the  private  armed  vessel  by  which  the  cap- 
ture riiall  have  been  made,  or  of  their  agents,  be,  by 
the  marshal  of  the  district  in  whose  custody  the  same 
may  be,  delivered  over  to  the  said  owners  or  their  agents, 
to  be  by  them  sold  or  disposed  of  at  their  discretion, 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  distributed  bv  them  agreea- 
bly to  the  provisions  of  law :  Provided,  That  all  fees, 
costs,  and  charges,  arising  on  the  process  for  condem- 
nation be  first  paid,  and  that  the  duties  accruing  on 
such  prize  goods,  as  also  two  per  cent,  on  the  estima- 
ted value  of  such  prize  property,  after  deducting  all 
duties,  costs,  and  charges,  (which  value,  as  it  respects 
the  cargo,  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  provided  by  law  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  goods 
subject  to  ad  valorem  duties^  and  as  it  respects  the 
vessal,  to  be  ascertained  by  appraisers  to  be  appointed 
in  the  dame  manner,)  shall  be  first  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  to  the  collector  of  the  district  into  which  such 
prize  property  may  be  brought  for  condemnation; 
which  two  per  cent,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  the  two  per 
cent,  on  the  net  amount  of  the  prize  money  reserved 
by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is 


in  addition,  and  shall  be  pledged  and  appropriated  to 
the  same  fund  as  is  thereby  provided  for. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  all  bonds 
taken  for  the  security  of  the  two  per  cent  fund  before 
provided  for  shall  be  made  payable  within,  sixty  days 
from  the  time  of  taking  such  bonds* 

Sac.  3.  And.be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  owners 
of  any  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels,  or  their  agents, 
may,  at  any  time  before  a  libel  shall  be  filed  ag^nst  any 
captured  vessel  or  her  cargo,  remove  the  same  from 
any  port  into  which  it  may  be  first  brought,  to  any 
other  port  in  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  same 
restrictions,  and  complying  with  the  same  regulations, 
with  respect  to  the  payment  of  duties,  which  are  pro- 
vided by  law  in  relation  to  other  vessels  arriving  in 
port  with  cargoes  subject  to  duty:  Provided^  That 
before  such  removal  the  said  captured  proper^  shall 
not  have  been  attached  at  the  suit  of  any  advene 
claimant,  or  a  claim  against  the  same  have  been  in- 
terposed in  behaljf  of  the  United  States. 

8kg.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  wherever 
the  proceeds  of  any  prize  property  has  been,  or  shall 
be,  deposited  with  the  clerk  of  any  district  court,  pur- 
suant to  the  orders  of  said  court,  upon  condemnation, 
the  same  shall,  at  the  request  of  the  owners  of  the 
private  armed  vessel  by  which  the  capture  shall  have 
been  made,  or  of  their  agents, be  paid  over  to  them,  to 
be  by  \hem  distributed  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
law. 


Wednesday,  November  18. 

-Another  member,  to  wit:  Josiah    CIdinot, 
from  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr,  Pleasants  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  praying  to  be 
relieved  from  the  penalties  incurred  by  them  in 
the  late  importation  into  the  United  States  of 
British  manufactures. — Referred  to  the  Commii- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmitting  copies  of  a  com- 
iQunication  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  3^eeretaryH>f 
State,  connected  with^  the  correspondence  ac- 
companying the  Message  of  the  twelfth  instant.— 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  five  thousand  copries 
of  the  Message  and  documents  of  the  twelfth  ia* 
stant  were  ordered  to  bf  printed  for  the  use  of 
this  House. 

Another  Message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  transmitting  copies  of 
a  letter  from  the  Consul  General  of  the  United 
States  to  Algiers,  sUkUDg  the  circumstances  pre- 
ceding and  attending  his  departure  from  that 
Regency.— rReferred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  Foreign  Relations. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  (be  expenditure  and  application  of 
moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  aeco^nc  of 
the  Navy,  for  the  year  ending  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember, 1812;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  that  part  of  the  President's 
Message  which  relates  to  the  Nayal  Establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
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the  Presideot's  Message  of  the  6ch  instBDt,  pre- 
^Dted  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  od  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  rapplementarj  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  <m 
the  subject,  of  an  uoiibrm  rule  of  naturalisation. 

**  Be  it  enacted,  4^,  That  all  persona  resident  in 
the  United  States  or  the  Territories  thereof  on  the 
first  of  June,  1812,  may  be  admitted  to  the  rights  of 
ciUzena  of  the  United  States,  at  the  times  and  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
that  subject  anything  arising  irom  or  iprowing  out  of 
our  present  state  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  their  dependencies,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing :  Provided,  That  no  alien  enemy  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  the  rights  of  citizenship,  who  shall  not  within 
nine  months  afterihe  passing  of  this  act  inake  his  ap- 
pUcation,  and  such  declaration  of  his  intention,  as  is 
raquited  by  law.  And  provided,  also,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  construed  to  inters 
finre  or  prevent  the  apprehension  and  removal,  agreea- 
bly to  law,  of  any  alien  enemy  at  any  time  previous 
to  the  actual  naturalisation  of  such  alien/' 

Mr.  PoiKDEXTBR  presented  a  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  dbc. ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Mondav  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  vesting  the  power  of  retaliation  in  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  made  a  speech  of  some  length  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Oo  ittotion  of  Mr,  Lacook,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed, by  inserting  after  the  word'*  severity,"  the 
words  ^  or  be  otherwise  treated  contrary  to  the 
Qsaiifes  of  eivtiized  warfare." 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bid. 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  withont  debate  or  opposition. 


TauBsnAT,  November  19. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Highland -Road  Turnpike  Company,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  a  grant  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  i^pplied  towards  cor^^pleting 
the  said  turnpike  road ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee ;  Mr.  MitohCll,  Mr. 
Maxwell,  and  Mr.  Raan,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Wilijums,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates' to  military  affairs,  reported,. in  part,  a  bill 
concerning  the  pay  of  the  aon-cooimissipned 
officers,  musicians,  privates,  and  others,  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

PRIZE  LAW. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
concerning  prizes  and  prize  goods. 


Mr.  Bassett,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  the  bill,  explained  its  provisions, 
and  enforced  the  necessity  of  its  adoption.  He 
took  occasion  to  advert  to  the  numerous  captures 
made  by  our  private  armed  vessels,  and  their 
utility  as  a  system  of  annoyance  to  the  enemy. 
In  every  case  in  which  they  had  come  in  con- 
flict, ^hey  had  acquitted  themselves  in  a. manner 
that  redounded  to  their  credit. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  details 
of  the  bill,  the  following  section  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Bacon,  substituted  for  the  fourth  section 
of  the  bill :  .      ^ 

<'  Sac.  4.  And  be  it  farther  matted.  That  m  eases 
of  sale  of  prise  property  by  the  marshal  of  any  dis- 
trict, or  wherever  the  proceeds  thereof  has  been  or 
shall  be  deposited*  with  the  clerk  of  any  district  court, 
pursuant  to  the  orders  of  said  court  upon  condemna- 
tion, the  same  shall,  by  the  said  marshal  or  clerk  re- 
spectively, at  the  request  of  the'  owners  of  the  private 
armed  vessel  by  which  the  capture"  shall  have  been 
made,  or  of  their  agents,  be  paid  over  to  them,  to  be 
by  them  distributed  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  law : 
rrwded,  That  all  fees,  costi^  and  charges,  arising  on 
condemnation  be  first  paid,  and  all  duties  accruing  on 
such  prise  property,  as  also  the  two  per  cent,  fund  ac- 
cruing on  such  proceeds,  be  first  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  to  the  collector  of  the  district  into  whi<^  such 
prise  may  be  brought  for  condemnation,  and  that  the 
marshal  and  clerk  shall  be  allowed  for  their  services 
respectively,  in  selling,  receiving,  and  paying  over  as 
aforesaid,  a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  and  no  more, 
on  the  net  prooeeds  of  such  prize  property,  after  de- 
ducting the  duties,  the  two  per  cent,  and  charges  afore- 
said :  Provided,  aiao.  That  such  commission  shall  not 
exceed,  upon  any  property  included  in  one  condemna- 
tion, the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars.'' 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

RETALIATION. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  vesting  the  power  of  re- 
taliation in  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  eases,''  was  read  a  third  time. 

A  debate  of  more  than  an  hour  took  place  on 
the  questioB  of  its  passage,  whioh  was-fioaliy 
determined  tit  the  negaUvej  by  yeas  and  nay^^ 
61  to  61,«s  follows : 

YsAS— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
David  Batd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  filias  Earle,  James  Fisfc, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  BolUng  Hall,  Obed  Half,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  R.  Kingj  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  William 
McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MoKIm,  Aranah 
Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
son; Stephen  Oimsby,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jun.,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Beaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George 
Smith,  WUltam  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  WilUam 
^idgery,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats— Esekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett, AMjah  Bigslow,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus 
Bleeeker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brsckenridge,  Elijah 
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Brtgham,  John  G.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Langdon  CheTea,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Coch- 
ran, Thomaa  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Roger 
Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  Wm.  Flndley, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Felix 
Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Huity,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William 
Lowndei,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samnel  L.  Mitchill, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William 
M.  Richardson,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  WUltam  Rod- 
man, Thomas  dammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggaft,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Oeoige  M.  Troup,  Chas. 
Turner,  jr.,  I<aban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert 
WhitehiUi^DaTid  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


Fbiday,  November  20. 

Mr.  SsYBBRT  presented  a  petition  of  sandry 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Philaaelphia,  praying  to 
be  released  from  the  penalties  inearrea  by  them 
in  the  late  importation  into  the  United  States  of 
British  maDofactureSj  on  their  accoants. — Re« 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  PoiNDfiXTER,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  16th  instant,  presented  a  bill  concern- 
inff  the  district  and  territorial  judges  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

PAY  OP  THE  ARMY. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  pay  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  read  throughout 
by  the  Chairman^  as  follows : 

"  Bt  it  enaetedhy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent' 
aihes  qf  the  United  States  of  AmerieOf  in  Congress 
assmbied.  That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
the  monthly  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,,  mu- 
sicians, priTotes,  drivers,  bombardiers,  matrpsses,  sap- 
pers,- miners,  artificers,  saddlers,  fiirriers,  and  black- 
smiths, who  have  or  shall  hereafter  enlist  in  the  senrice 
of  >  the  United  States,  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  to  each 
sergeant  major  and  quartermaiter-sergeant,  — —  dol- 
lars ;  to  each  sergeant  and  teacher  of  musie,  — *—  dol- 
lars ;  to  each  ccNrporal, doUan ;  to  each  musician, 

—  dollars )  to  each  private,  driver,  bombardier,  ma- 
tross,  sapper,  and  miner,  —  dollars ;  to  each  artificer, 
saddler,  mrrier,  and  blacksmith,  — ^  dollars. 

<'8a«.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war  with  Groat  Britain,  no  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician,  private,  driver,  bom- 
bardier, matross,  sniper,- miner,  artificer,  saddler,  far- 
rier, or  blacksmith,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  shall  be  arrested,  or  subject  to  arrest,  or  to 
be  taken  in  execution  for  any  debt  contracted  before  or 
after  enlistment. 

<«  Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  during  the 
said  war,  every  person  above  the  age  of  eighteen  yeara, 
who  shaU  be  enlisted  by  any  officer,  shall  be  held  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  period  of 
auch  enlistment ;  anything  in  any  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

^  Sbq.  4.  Aiid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician,  and  private,  who  shall, 
after  the  promulgation  of  this  act,  be  recruited  In  the 


regular  Army  of  the  United  States,  may,  at  his  option, 
to  be  made  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  engage  to  serve 
during  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain,  instead  of 
the  term  of  five  years ;  and  shall,  in  case  he  makes 
such  option,  be  entitled  to  the  same  bounty  in  money 
and  land,  and  to  all  other  allowances,  and  be  subject 
to  ^e  same  rales  and  regulations,  as  if  he  had  enliated 
ibr  the  term  of  five  yean." 

Mr.  Williams,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  rose  to  explain  the  prorisions  of 
the  bill.  He  said,  he  hoped  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  would  not  involve  a  discussion  of  the 
Justice  or  necessity  of  the  war.  War,  said  he,  is 
now  declared ;  we  have  thrown  ourselves  between 
our  country  and  the  enemy ;  and  it  becomes  us 
to  carry  her  triumphantly  through  the  war,  or  be 
responsible  for  the  disgrace  a  contrary  coarse 
would  incur.  The  reason  of  the  introduction  of 
the  first  provision  of  the  bill,  be  sfiid,  was  the  pal- 
pable fact,  that  the  present  pay  of  the  Army,  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  price  of  labor  through- 
out the  Union,  was  much  below  the  average  rate 
The  committee,  in  the  investigation  of  this  buat- 
ness,  had,  with  much  labor,  consulted  all  sooreea 
of  information  accessible  to  them,  and  in  no  part 
of  the  United  States  did  it  appear  to  be  conoeded 
by  their  Representatives,  that  the  fair  price  of 
labor  wa$  less  than  nine  dollars  per  month.  Even 
if  the  price  was  as  low  as  eight,  or  say  seven  dol- 
lars, wherefore  should  the  soldier  receive  less 
than  any  other  man  ?  This  is  a  subject  on  which 
every  gentleman  could  decide  by  recurring  to  his 
own  neighborhood,  and  inquiring,  what  was  there 
the  price  of  labor.  If  he  could  not  procure  the 
service  of  an  individual  there  for  les9  than  ei^ht 
dollars,  how  can  he  refuse  the  soldier  that  price 
which  I  now  solicit  for  him?  The  ranks  are 
not  filled ;  we  know  it  bv  too  melancholy  a  proof; 
and  it  is  our  dutv  to  nil  them.  How  sh^U  we 
best  do  it  ?  It  will  not  be  contended  that  your 
population,  is  insuflici^at;  no,  sir;  the  induce- 
ment is  not  adequate.  There  is  no  avocation  of 
life,  no  employment,  however  hazardous,  which 
fails  to  be  pursued  from  a  want  of  persons  ready 
tp  engage  in  it.  No,  sir ;  if  you  want  men  to 
scale  the  mountains  of  ice  under  the  Northern 
pole,  or  endure  the  fervid  rays  of  a  vertical  sun 
in  the  hither  India,  to  brave  the  stormy  ocean, 
or  aearch  for  mines  in  the  bdwels  of  the  earth ; 
only  find  them  adequate  compensation,  and  there 
are  men  enough  to  be  lound.  The  compensation 
for  services  performed,  ought  always  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  risk  incurred.  This  is  a  position 
which  cannot  be  controverted.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  the  ranks  of  your  Army  are  not  filled  so 
forcible,  as  that  you  do  not  give  enoogh  to  the 
privates.  ,  Can  yoo,  then,  refuse  it  ?  Sir,  I  do 
not  stand  here  the  representative  of  a  claim  of 
a  petitioner  who  wears  out  the  skirts  of  your 
Committee  of  Claims  with  unceasing  importuni- 
ties— of  the  man  who  has  neglected  the  provis- 
ions of  your  law,  and  asks  you  to  release  him 
from  the  consequencea  of  his  neslect — still  leas 
of  the  man  who  tramples  your  law  under  foot, 
and  now  a«ks  to  be  discharged  from  the  penalty 
of  his  transgression— no;  tarn  the  advocate  of 
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the  poor  soldier,  the  man  who  marches  to  your 
Northern  and  Western  boundaries;  the  man  who 
last  night,  probably,  was  beaten  up  from  his  quar- 
ters to  meet  the  foe  ;  who,  the  night  before,  slept 
in  the  trenches;  and  to-night,  perhaps,  stretches 
his  limbs  on  the  bare  ground,  with  no  other  co7- 
ering  than  the  canopy  ofHea yen,  his  arms  clasped 
in  his  hands  lor  your  defence — I  plead,  sir,  for 
the  man  who  has  thrown  bim&elf  between  you 
and   the  merciless  savage,  and  his  still  more 
merciless  employer — it  is  for  this  poor  soldier  1 
ask  a  little  pittance.    The  whole  aggregate  of  in- 
creased pay  will  be  but  a  mere  trine,  compared 
with  the  general  disbursement  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war — ^it  will  not  increase  your  expenses 
much  above  a  million.    Whether  your  ranks  be 
filled  or  not,  the  expenditure  for  ilie- Military  £s- 
tablishnieat,  the  ensuing  year,  will  not  fall  short 
of  ten  millions ;  and  yet  will  you  denv  one  million 
to  make  your  army  efficient?    Tne  immense 
expenses  attending  your  Commissary,  Quatter- 
master,  and  Ordnance  Departments,  must  be  in- 
curred, even  though  your  ranks  be  not  filled — and 
will  you  yet  hesitate  between  the  additional  ex- 
pense of  a  million  to  make  your  army  efficiept. 
and  the  loss  of  a  disgraced  canapaign?    I  cannot 
but  believe,  sir,  that  1  am  wasting  your  time  and 
that  of  the  House  to  no  purpose ;  I  will  not  be- 
lieve that  this  will  be  refused.    Mr.  W.  then 
briefly  adverted  to  other  provisions  of  the  bill.    To 
the  second  section  he  apprehended  little  objec- 
tion;, it  had  been  found  to  be  necessary,  and 
ample  precedent  mig;ht  be  found  for  iL    To  the 
third  section  there  might  and  probably  would  be 
some  objection.    It  was  fouuded,  he  said,  on  the 
principle  that  every  man  owed  to  the  country 
which  protected  him,  military  service;  the  same 
principle,  already  engrafted  in  our  laws,  which 
obliged  the  youth  of  eighteen  years  old  to  enter 
into  the  militia,  warranted  bis^  retention  in  the 
service  when  he  had  voluntarily  enlisted.    The 
fourth  section  spoke  for  itself,  and  needed  no  ex- 
planation. 

The  second  section  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Wheaton  said  he  conceived  this  section 
to  involve  an  infraction  of  the  Constitution.    Any 
person  who  had  contracted  a  debt  had  certainly 

fiveo  a  pledge;  not  only  of  his  property,  but  of 
is  body  to  his  creditor.  It  i%  the  creditor's  right 
to  Cake  his  body  in  default  of  payment,  and  the 
creditor  was  by  this  section,  in  the  case  of  those 
enlisting  in  the  army,  completely  taken  out  of 
his  hands.  Ample  encouragement,  Mr.  W.  said, 
might  be  given  to  enlistments  without  infringing 
the  Constitution.  He  had  no  objection  to  privi- 
lege the  soldier  from  arrest  after  enlistment,  but 
he  coald  not  consent  to  the  passage  of  a  law, 
having  an  er/>0f<yac<o  operation)  which  went  to 
exempt  him  from  obligations  previously  con- 
tracted. He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  before  or"  from  the  second  section  above 
recited. 

Mr.  Bacon  spoke  in  support  of  this  provision. 
It  was  necessary  to  guard  against  fraud.    He 
said,  in  the  villajir«  in  which  he  lived,  such  frauds  I 
had  been  committed,  by  the  creation  of  fietitioas  I 


debts,  under  which  a  person  enlisting  had  pro- 
cured himself  to  be  arretted.  After  this  arrest, 
on  giving  bail,  he  was  set  at  large.  Whilst  going 
at  liberty,  his  commander  had  attempted  to  take 
him ;  but  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  having  been 
taken  out,  it  had  been  determined  by  the  courts 
that  a  man  was  the  property  of  his.  bail  until  the 
suit  was  determined.  And  that  determination,  Mr. 
B.  said,  would  never  take  place  so  long  as  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  an  occasion  for  the  man's  services; 
because,  by  the  same  collusion  which  commen- 
ced it,  the  suit  may  he  continued  from  term  to 
term  of  court,  until  the  term  of  enlistment  has  ex- 
pired. He  had  haerely  stated  facts.  He  had 
known  an  instance  of  an  officer  being  obliged  to 
move  his  whole  corps  over  the  line  to  avoid  these 
petty  depredations  on  their  ranks ;  and  he  would 
venture  to  ^ay  that  the  officers  would  much 
rather  face  the  enemjr  in  the  field,  than  the  host 
of  legal  depredators  in  Massachusetts,  on  those 
enlisted  for  the  public  service.  The  principle  of 
this  provision  was  not  novel,  he  said,  for  it  existed 
already. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  then 
negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  third  section  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Stow  rose  and  said,  that  the  respect  he 
felt  for  the  House,  seemed  to  forbid  that  he  should 
propose  to  them  any  thing  not  fully  matured ; 
out,  that  at  the  same  time  the  objections  to  one 
section  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  appeared 
to  him'  so  many  and  so  important,  that  he  could 
not  refrain  from  urging  them,  though  as  he  feared 
in  somewhat  of  an  irregular  and  desultory  way. 
In  excuse  he  said,  he  had  supposed  the  present 
bill  agreeable  to  the  one  reported  in  the  Senate, 
and  bad  not  observed  the  difi*erence  till  that 
moment.  His  objections  were  to  the  3d  sec- 
tion, and  which  he  should  close  by  moving  that 
it  be  stricken  out.  He  arranged  his  objections 
principally  uiKler  three  heads.  1st.  Its  tendency 
to  violate  the  public  morals.-  2d,  interference 
with  public  economy — and  3d,  its  violation  of 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

He  remarked,  that  proper  instruction  and^  disci- 
pline of  youth  lay  at  the  bottom  of  all  that  was 
valuable  in  this  life,  and  perhaps  of  the  life  to 
come.  That  it  was  of  great  importance  in  every 
Government,  but  above  all  that  it  was  infinitely 
BO  in  ours,  where  the  people  were  real  sovereigns, 
and  where  the  Qovernmeol  would  be  ill  or  well 
administered,  according  as  the  youths  were  bred  in 
temperance,  virtue,  and  obedience.  This  section 
of  the  bill  goes  to  cut  up  those  qualities  by  the 
roots.  It  says  to  the  uneasv  boy  in  his  teens,  you 
may  enlist  and  throw  off"  all  pareqtal  authority ; 
you  may  enlist  and  defraud  the  parent  or  master, 
who  has  maintained  you  in  your  helpless  state, 
of  his  just  reward.  The  strongest  ties  of  affec- 
tion and  gratitude  you  may,  by  enlisting,  dis- 
solve in  a  mdment.  Nay,  more,  we  say  deliber- 
ately and  solemnly — we  will  pay  this  promoted 
villain  9^00  for  his  iniquity  I  F*or  such  is  the 
atnount  of  the  bounty  and  wages  for  three  years. 
Who,  sir,  will  be  most  likely  x»  avail  himself  of 
this  privilege,  or  rather  of  this  course  ?    Not  the 
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sober,  faithful  minor,  who  mi^ht  be  trasted  in  a 
camp  with  some  degree  of  safety,  but  the  fickle, 
turbulent,  restless  youth,  the  one  of  all  others  who 
wants  the  salutary  restraint  of  a  parent  or  guar- 
dian. This  is  the  person  whom  you  are  about  to 
allow  to  plunge  himself  into  all  the  dissipations, 
into  all  the  seductions,  and  into  all  the  vices  df  a 
eamp ! 

But,  sir,  said  he,  it  is  inhdmane,  as  well  as  im- 
moral. Humanity  calls  upon  you  to  take  care  of 
and  educate  the  miserable  offfioring  of  the  poor. 
Who  will  take  them ;  who  will  provide  for  their 
infancy,  if  at  the  moment  they  are  able  to  make 
any  remuneration  for  this  humane,  this  tender 
care,  you  offer  them  $300  to  turn  ingrate?  But, 
sir,  not  only  the  public  morals,  but  the  public 
economy  require  that  you  should  not  enlist  mi- 
nors without  the  consent  of  their  parents,  guar- 
dians, or  masters.  What  does  public  economy 
require,  but  that  every  one  shotild  serve  the  Re- 
public in  that  capacity  in  which  he  can  be  most 
useful?  And,  sir,  let  me  add  that  patriotism  re- 
quires the  same  thing.  If  the  blacksmith  or  the 
farmer  is  roost  useful  in  his  calling,  there  is  as 
mnch  patriotism  in  attending  to  the  anvil  and 
the  farm,  as  to  the  bayonet  and  the  sword.  Men 
of  mature  age^  by  accepting  the  terms  you  offer, 
or  not,  determme  where  they  can  be  roost  useful ; 
but  does  not  every  principle  of  economy  forbid 
that  you  should  go  into  the  private  family,  the 
work  shops  and  the  manufactory,  regardless  of 
the  opinion, of  the  father  and  superintendent,  and 
seduce  the  young  man  from  learning  some  use- 
ful and  honorable eroplovment. and  inlieu  thereof, 
at  that  tender,  at  that  doubtful  period  of  human 
life,  you  plunge  him  into  all  the  immoralities  of 
a  camp,  and  torn  him  a  vagabond  on  society. 
No.  sir,  true  economy  requires  that  children  should 
be  well  educated,  well  governed,  and  faithfully 
bred  to  some  honest  calling.  The  very  principle, 
notwithstanding  ail  (he  talk  of  patriotism,  is  re- 
cognised in  the  price  yon  offer  for  soldiers,  as  well 
by  the  former  law,  as  by  the  present  'bill.  Tou 
offered  by  the  former  law.  five  dollars  per  month, 
by  the  present  bill  eight  dollars.  That  is,  yoU 
say  to  the  world,  that  by  being  a  soldier*  you 
render  to  your  country  services  worth  five  or'etght 
dollars.  Kow,  sir,  for  five  or  eight  dollars  per 
month  is  it  prudent,  is  it  economical,  to  dissolve 
the  all-Important  relation  of  governor  and  gov- 
erned in  respect  to  youth.  To  break  up  your  in- 
fant manufactories  7  and  to  deprive  poor  chil- 
dren at  once  of  an  useful  employment,  and  a 
home?  But,  sir,  perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  ne- 
cessity, the  safety  of  the  Republic,  requires  this. 
When  the  legions  of  Britain  were  upon  our 
shores,  when  we  were  struggling  for  our  very  ex« 
istcnce,  the  necessity  was  not  then  thought  suffi- 
ciently imperious  to  warrant  such  a  principle. 
Can  it  then  be  said,  that  with  treble.the  population, 
and  in  an  offensive  war,  necessity  requires  the 
dangerous  innovation  ?  Certainly  not.  Again, 
the  law,  then  and  now,  allows  the  soldier  to  be 
arrested  for  a  debt  amounting  to  two  dollars ;  and 
will  you  say,  thVt  the  debt  in' which  there  can  be 
no  deception  inearred,  for  the  most  necessary  of 


all  things,  food,  clothing,  and  instruction  for  in- 
fancy, shall  be  disregarded  ?    I  trust,  sir,  tbat  a 
{principle  so  unreasonable  will  never  prevail.    But. 
astly,  said  Mr.  S..  I  do  contend  that  the  clause  is 
contrary  to  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of  the  Con- 
stitution.   That  Constitution  provides  that  pri- 
vate property  shall  not  be  taken  without  reason- 
able compensation.    The  property  which  a  pa- 
rent has  in  the  sei^ices  of  his  son,  of  a  guardian 
in  the  services  of  his  ward,  and  a  master  in  the 
services  of  his  servant,  though  differing  widely  in 
degree,  is  as  real  and  oftentimes  more  imporunt 
than  the  farmer  has  in  his  personal  estates,  or  the 
planter  in  his  slave.    It  also  impairs  the  force 
of  contract,  which  is  strictly  interdicted  to  the 
States,  and  a  fortiori  not  to  be  done  to  the  €ren- 
eral  Qovernment.    For  these  and  for  many  other 
reasons  which  might  be  added,  Mr.  S.  moved  to 
strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 
'  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  he  did  not  know  in 
what  school  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Stow)  had  learnt 
his  ethics ;  but  it  appeared  to  him,  his  morals  were 
graduated  on  a  scale  as  weak  and  deceptive  as 
would,  from  his  observations,  appear  his  patriotism. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  had  been  taught  to  believe  the  prin- 
ciples of  morality  were  in  themselves  fixed  and 
settled ;  unyielding  to  times  and  circumstances, 
and,  of  course,  that  which  was  moral  in  relation 
to  militia  could  not  be  otherwise  in  the  regular 
army.    But  the  principle  of  the  section  rests  oo 
still  stronger  (^rounds.    In  the  militia,  the  service 
of  the  youth  is  obtained  by  coercion,  in  the  regu- 
lar army  by  voluntary  enlistment.    The  gentle- 
man has  ascribed  to  me  opinions  which,  he  says, 
I  expressjed  a  year  ap^o.    He  had  not  flattered 
himself  that  any  opinion  of  his  could  have  made 
so  lasting  an  impression  on  that  gentleman's 
mind,  nor  is  it  material  distinctly  to  recall  them 
to  the  House,  much  less  could  he  anticipate  such 
an  unfair  use  would  be  attempt^  of  any  which 
he  may  be  supposed  to  have  heldj  but  this  he 
certainly  remembered,  the  gentleman    himself 
voted  for  the  employment  of  militiamen  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.    To  coerce  the  mi- 
litia services  of  a  ^outh,  was  then  quite  moral  ia 
that  gentlemanHi  view ;  but  to  accept  the  voftin- 
tary  Bcrvice  ol  the  same  individiial  in  the  regular 
array  is  denounced  by  him,  as  destructive  of  pub- 
lic morals  and  public  economy.    According  to 
the  gentleman,  it' is  altogether  moral  to  extort 
militia  service  of  the  voung,  to  be  performed, 
too,  in  a  mode  on  which  we  all  agree  it  is  nei- 
ther safe  nor  economical  wholly  to  rely,  while, 
to  receive  his  voluntary  service  in  the  regular 
army,  at  a  time  of  hazitrd  and  national  extrem- 
ity, IS  inhuman  and  immoral;  and  yet  the  gen- 
tleman has  yielded  that  the  immorality,  this  err- 
ing enormity,  (the  third  section,)  mav  be  quali- 
fied by  necessity  1    Can  it  be  denied  that  the  ne- 
cessity is  palpable  ?    Can  the  gentleman  wish  to 
see  it  stronger?    Did  the  affairs  of  any  nation 
ever  call   louder  for  a  physical  force  than  do 
ours?    The  enemy  are  on  your  Western,  your 
Northern,  your  Southern,  and  your  Eastern  fron- 
tiers— God  only  knows  where  they  are  not.    He 
was  warranted  in  advocating  the  section  upon 
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the  great  principle  of  national  neceMity  and  use- 
fulness. In  ail  great  crises,  individual  benefit 
ought  not  to  preponderate  against  the  public 
good.  Militia  services  are  transient ;  ought  no^ 
to  be  solely  depended  on,  and,  as  they  are  released, 
in  that  proportion  ought  your  regular  forces  to  be 
increased.  The  present  provision  is  intended  also 
to  prevent  the  frauds  ana  impositions  practised  on 
your  recruiting  officers,  who  are  liable  to  forfeit- 
ure and  the  loss  of  the  bounty  paid  to  any  one 
who  may  enlist  under  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
The  gentleman's  ideas  of  patriotism  are  equal- 
ly norel  and  mistaken ;  he  contends  that  individ- 
uals enter  the  military  seri^ice  of  their  country 
with  precisely  the  same  object  that  they  become 
smiths — emolument. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  always  considered  that 
patriotism  was  to  be  found  in  sacrifices  of  indi- 
Tidual  advantages  to  the  public  weal,  and  not, 
as  is  fairi3r  to  be  inferred  from  the  gentleman,  in 
drawing  individual  emolument  from  the  public 
coffers.  No,  sir;  patriotism  is  not  to  be  pur- 
chased, it  flows  from  the  heart ;  it  is  based  on 
noble  principles,  and,  although  koldiers  are  paid 
for  their  services,  the  sreat  stimulus  which  car- 
ries them  into  the  field,  is  that  love  of  country 
which  is  inseparable  from  thp  real  patriot.  In 
vain,  sir,  will  the  gentleman  tallt-of  the  increase 
of  our  population  since  the  Revolution;  it  must 
be  much  more  augmented  to  produce  even  a  les^ 
force  than  the  one  contemplated,  if  that  which 
seems  to  be  his  patriotism,  shall  pervade  the 
nation. 

Mr.  Stow. — The  gentleman  is  mistaken  in 
supposing  I  advocated  the  principle,  that  minors 
^wonld  make  the  best  soldiers.  His  principal  ob- 
jection is  to  the  eollasions  and  frauds  practised 
upon  oflScers.  He  says,  if  an  officer  enlists  a  man 
under  twenty-one,  he  is  liable  to  lose  the  bounty. 
This  is  true.  But  does  this  section  remove  the 
difficulty  ?  Are  not  officers  exposed  to  the  same 
frauds?  Suppose  you  enlist  one  under  eighteen, 
the  age  limited  by  the  l^ill,  the  result  to  the  offi- 
cer must  be  the  same — and  has  an  officer  any  bet- 
'  ter  means  of  knowing  that  a  recruit  is  less  than 
eighteen^  than  that  he  is  less  than  twenty-one? 
Sir,  if  this  section  is  made  soldy  With  regard  to 
the  protection  of  officers,  it  is  clear  that  it  do^ 
'       not,  and  6anobt,  remove  the  difficulty. 

Mr.*  MfLNOR  said  that,  if  he  understood  the 
<  third  section  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  it 
allows  recruiting  officers  to  enlist  minors  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  without  regard  to  their 
'  situation  as  apprentices  to  tradesmen,  or  living 
''  under  the  care  and  guardianship  of  their  parents ; 
^  and  its  object  was  to  hold  out  to  young  minds  a 
\  temptation  to  desert  the  useful  course  destined 
^  for  them  by  their  friends,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
f  coming  soldiers.  Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  whatever 
^  may  be  the  necessity  of  war,  on  some  occasions, 
I  and  however  necessary  some  might  think  that  in 
I'  which  we  are  nonv  engaged,  which  was  a  qnes- 
^  tion  he  should  not  now  meddle  with,  he  was 
*  desirous  that  its  operations  should  be  so  conduct- 
^  ed,  aa  to  do  asHttle  injury  as  possible  to  our  fel- 
^  iow*citi2ens ;  and,  as  the  leading  principle  in  the 
ISth  Con.  2d  Sjbss.— 6 


conduct  of  all  politicians  should  be  a  regard  to 
the  public  good,  he  hoped  for  a  general  concur- 
ence  in  this  sentiment ;  that,  for  his  own  part, 
he  wished  the  war  to  be  felt  as  little  as  possible 
in  the  families  and  occupations  of  the  people. 
We  are  not,  said  he,  to  be  organized  into  a  mili- 
tary Government.   However  necessary  some  may 
deem  this  war,  all  will  desire  a  short  one.   Thank 
God,  no  Napoleon  has  yet  ris^n  up  amongst  us 
to  change  our  free  institutions  into  a  military 
despotism.    Encourage,  if  you  please,  a  military 
spirit,  that  we  may  be  ready  for  the  national  de- 
fence, when  necessary ;  but  let  it  be  done  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  by  means  of  a  well 
regulated  militia;   let  your  citizens  and  your 
farmers  surrender  their  apprentices  and  children 
to  be  trained  and  instructed  in  military  tactics, 
at  stated  times,  that,  when  arrived  at  the  stat6  of 
manhood,  xhey  may  be  ready  for  their  coun- 
try's service.    But  what  is  here  proposed  ?  .  To 
go  into  the  workshop  of  the  industrious  me- 
chanic, or  into  a  parent's  dwelling,  and  entice 
away,  by  the  lure  of  money  and  military  glory, 
the  apprentice  and  the  child.    No  matter  what 
moneys  may  have  been  expended  in  his  educa- 
tion, or  how  great  has  been  parentifT  exertion 
to  advance  the  future  prospects  of  the  child,  any 
recruiting  officer,  or  even  a  common  soldier,  prof- 
ligate in  his  principles,  and  inured   to  vicious 
habits,  is  by  this  bill  encouraged,  to  seduce  him 
from  his  duty.    This  is  not  the  only  bad  effect — 
society,  no  less  than  the  individual,  is  interested 
in  his  acquisition  of  a  trade,  that  he  may  have 
the  nleans  of  preventing  himself  and  family  from 
becoming  a  burden  to  the  community.    There 
is  a  sufficient  proneness  to  vice  in  the  youthful 
mind,  but  this  mischievous  provision  dangerously 
enlafges  the  sphere  of  temptation.    Mr.  M.  said 
he  was  particularly  alamed  for  the  city  where  he 
resided ;  that  it  was  already  to  a  very  great  ex- 
tent a  manufacturing  town,  and  ^eatly  increas- 
ing in  manufactures.    There  artisans  are  very 
numerous;  a»d  many  depend  almost  entirely  on 
their  apprentices  for  the  prosecution  oftheir  busi- 
ness— tb  them  it  was  a  most  fnjurious  measure* 
Every  one  knows  that  boys,  of  the  age  you  have 
proposed  to  make  them  soldiers,  very  often  be- 
come discontented  with  their  situations,  thev" 
form  connexions,  and  ac^quire  propensities  whicn 
create  a  strong  desire  of  release  from  their  mas* 
ter's  service ;  and  do  you  propose  to  fill  your 
armies^by  providinj^  these  indiscreet  young  men 
with  the  means  of  legally  gratifying  their  im- 
proper inclinations,  and  thereby  do  incalculable 
injury  to  them,  white  you  lacerate  the  feelings  of 
their  parents,  or  give  a  deep  wound  to  the  inter- 
ests of  their  masters.    Viewing  this'  expedient  on 
the  score  of  its  general  policy,  its  morality,  its 
justice  or  humanity,' Mr.  M.  said,  he  deemed  it 
equally  pernicious  and  unwarrantable.    The  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  had 
said,  that  frauds  were  now  practised  by  pretended 
allegatiobs  of  minority,  and  the  bounty  paid  was 
in  many  instances  lost.    Surely,  said  Mr.  M.,  this 
mbst  be  the  fault  of  the  officer,  in  yielding  too 
lightly  to  unsupported  suggestions  of  this  sort'— 
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he  might,  if  he  pleased,  require  the  fact  to  be 
proved  in  a  court  of  justice  on  a  habeas  corpus 
or  other  process,  instituted  for  investigating  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Tboup  said,  the  objections  to  this  provis- 
ion were  lame  in  their  nature;  he  only  wished 
they  were  half  as  sound  as  they  were  novel.  It 
was  the  result  of  the  experience  of  men  older 
than  themselves  in  military  concerns,  (hat  this 
▼ery  description  of  population,  between  eighteen 
and  twenty-one,  constituted  the  strength  and 
vigor  of  every  war.  What  was  the  fact  as  re- 
spected France?  So  just  was  this  principle  in 
the  contemplation  of  f]rance,  that  her  whole  army 
is  made  up  of  these  young  men  j  and  yet  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  deter  us  froi^.  using  them  by  a 
flimsy  pretext,  that  to  employ  them  would  be 
violating  the  obligations  of  a  contract  and  the 
principles  of  morality.  If  our  feelings  and  sym- 
pathies be  suffered  to  influence  us  in  favor  of  the 
individual  who  voluntarily  enlists,  the  reasons  are 
much  stronger  in  favor  of  discharging  one-half 
of  those  already  in  your  ranks,  than  the  descrip- 
tion Just  spoken  of.  There  is  scarcely  any  man 
over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  between  tvhom 
and  other  individuals  there  is  not  some  strong 
obligatory  morpil  tie,  which  ive  ought  not  to  sever 
if  we  could  conveniently  avoid  it.  Look  at  the 
case  of  a  husband  deserting  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, or  of  a  man.  above  twenty-one.  deserting, 
his  aged  parent,  dependent  on  him  for  subsist- 
ence* Are  not  these  cases  equally  strong?  The 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman,  whether -on  the  score 
of  morality  or  expediency,  will  apply  to  cases 
above  as  well  as  below  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
As  respects  the  younff  men  of  our  country,  there 
is  no  fact  better  established  than  that,  at  the  age 
of  eighteen,  they  are,  as  respects  physical  powerj 
as  well  qualified  for  the  fatigues  of  the  camp,  as 
in  other  coUntrie$  at  twenty-one.  Their  services 
are  more  valuable  than  those  of  any  other  class, 
and  he  was  not  willing  to  dispense  with  them 
when  we  had  the  greatest  occasion  for  them. 

Mr.  LowND£8  spoke  in  favor  of  the  section, 
but  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice  as  to  be  inaudible 
to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Gold  premised,  that  he  did  not  rise  to  en- 
ter into  the  general  policy  of  the  war ;  nor  could 
he  deny  it  to  be  the  duty  of  those  who  have  de- 
clared the  war,  to  provide  an  army  to  carry  it 
on.  But  he  added,  it  is  better  for  the  army  to  be 
augmented  by  very  liberal  bounties  and.  wages, 
than  that  important  principles  should  be  violated 
and  an  inroad  made  upon  the  great  relations  and 
interests  of  society.  Are  gentlemen  aware  how  ex- 
tensive is  the  province  of  master  and  apprentice? 
How  wide-spread  the  relation  in  the  community? 
A  sensation  will  be  produced  which  gentlemen 
seem  not  to  have  anticipated.  The  respective 
States  have,  with  studious  care,  legislated  upon 
and  regulated  th^  various  duties  and  obligations 
of  masters  and  apprentices.  Under  those  laws, 
a  clear  obligation  is  created  upon  the  apprentice 
to  serve  till  of  age  ^  and,  in  some  States,  to  com- 
pensate for  absence  or  desertion  during  the  stipu- 
lated apprenticeship;  for  a  faithful  performance, 


the  parent  or  guardian  becomes  responsible ;  and 
for  non-performance,  liable  for  damages  to  the 
master.  Can  the  authors  of  this  bill  iaiagine 
that  those  solemn  obligations  contained  in  inden- 
tures of  apprenticeship,  .will  dis3olve  and  vanish 
under  the  charm  of  the  bill?  Can  the  funda- 
mental pripciples  of  the  Constitution,  rendering 
contracts  sacred,  be  thus  uprooted  and  destroyed  ? 
Can  this  bill  deprive  the  master  of  his.  action, 
secured  to  him  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  against 
the  .master  or  guardian  for  absence  or  desertion 
of  the  apprentice?  Here  is  a  most  serious  bear- 
ing upon  the  laws  of  the  States,  regulating  this 
important  rektion.  But  gentlemen  allege  neces* 
sUy  ;  the  army  must  be  filled  up;  officers  are  im- 
posed on  by  fraudulent  minora,  who  receive  the 
bounty,  and  then  claim  a  release.upon  the  plea  of 
non-age.  In  answer,  let  gentlemen  beware  how 
they  yield  to  this  fancied  plea  of  necessity.  All 
history  attests  the  danger  of  yielding  essential 
principles  to  State  necessities;  to  temporary  pres- 
sure and  impulses ;  such  precedents  become  infi- 
nitely mischievous  in  society.  No  fancied  bene- 
fit can  compensate  for  the  evil  of  such  examples. 
How.  easy  is  it  to  remove  much  of  the  complaints 
by  providing  that  the  minor,  who  shall  impose 
upon  the  recruiting  officer,  shall  refund  the 
bounty  he  received  before  ne  shall  receive  his 
discharge.  Such  a  provision  would  be  just,  and 
not  violate  general  principles.  There  is  certainly 
no  new  difficulty  in  the  subject;  no  new  exi- 
gency, or  unforeseen  embarrassment.  How  far 
this  act  will  be  carried  into  practice,  I  cannot 
say ;  but  the  letter  of  the  bill  extends  to  all  per- 
sons whatever,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  The  provision  reaches  slaves, 
who,  on  enlisting,  m9^Y  be  retained  by  the  recruit- 
ing officer. 

^   The  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section  was 
nesatived. 

Mr.  Little. — In  removing  one  evil,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, let  us  beware  that  we  do  not  substitute  a 
greater.  The  object  of  the  section  proposed  to 
be  strickeo  out  of  the  bill  on  your  tableland  bow 
under  consideration,  is  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  your 
.army.  From  every  attention  1  have  been  able 
to  bestow  on  this  subject,  which,  permit  me  to 
say,  I  am  anxiously  desirous,  as  miich  so,  I  trust, 
as  any  gentleman  in  this  committee,  to  see  real- 
ized, will,  if  returned  in  its  present  shape,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  be  productive  of  much  evil,  and 
perhaps  but  little  good.  You  receive  into  the 
army,  by  voluntary  enlistment,  that  description 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  at  a  time  of  life  to  them 
the  most  interesting  and  auspicious  as  respects 
their  future  pursuits  and  welfare.  I  have  always 
been  given  to  understand  that  the  cainp  is  but 
illy  calculated  in  those  stations  which  they  only 
can.  fill  in  the  army,  either  to  improve  their  un- 
derstandings or  perfect  them  in  such  habits  as 
are  calculated  to  acquire  a  respectable  subsistence, 
or  fit  them  for  the  domestic  duties  of  their  future 
lives.  In  the  course  of  nature,  they,  it  may  be 
truly  said,  constitute  the  future  strength  and 
glory  of  every  country.  The  laws  of  this  land 
render  every  act  of  theirs  illegitimate.    Abstract 
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from  the  teonsideration  of  a  soldier,  for  which 
they  are  only  rendered  fit  from  their  corporeal 
powers,  erery thing  with  them  is  premature.  If 
forced  into  existence,  like  the  flower  or  fruit  un- 
seasonably raised  in  a  hot-bed.  wears  the  external 
qualities,  but,  in  fragrance  and  (aste,  is  unnatu- 
ral and  insipid. 

Siv,  have  we  not  some  reason  to  doubt  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  sectiop.    In  its  operation,  it 
evidently  will  vitiate  contracts,  which  ought  al- 
ways to  be  held  sacred,  solemnly  and  voluntarily 
entered  into  by  the  parent  or  guardian  with  the 
master  of  an  apprentice,  reciprocally  beneficial, 
founded  on  the  Qiost  laudable  and  praiseworthv 
principles,  on  the  faithful  performance  of  whicn 
materially  depends  the  future  welfare  of  the 
youth,  to  Which  I  bcflieve  may  reasonably  be 
added  the  comforts  and  good  order  of  society.  Do 
we  not  knoWj-Mr.  Chairman,  that,  at  that  period 
of  their  lives  and  servitude,  in  wnich  you  make 
them  liable,  if  this  section  is  retained,  to  be 
drawn  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  that 
then,  and  only  then,  are  they  enabled  and  become 
qualified  to'  make  sonde  remuneration  for  the 
pains  and  attention  paid  to  their  improveident 
and  instruetion  by  the  worthy  and  industrious 
mechanic  or  manufacturer ;  and  will  you,  by  this 
uapropttious  act,  endanger  the  future  happiness 
of  the  former,  and  withhold  that  just  reward  due 
to  the  industry  of  the  latter?    You  annihilate 
this  contract,  which  ought  to  be  held,  if  possible, 
inviolate  by  the  Qovernmem.    Bvery  principle 
of  justice  and  sound  policy  dictates  its  rigid  ful* 
filment.    Are  we  not  aware,  sir,  of  the  immense 
sums  now  invested*  and  actively  employed  in  the 
different  manufactories  distributed  over  our  ex- 
tensive country?    Do  we  not  know  that  the 
manual  labor, of  them  is  conducted  principally 
by  such  who  now  are*  or  will  in  time,  come 
within  the  provision  of  this  section  of  your  bill  ? 
Have  this  Government,  and  the  people  of  this 
country,  no  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  these 
maniffactories?    I  have  been  always  taught,  and 
for  one  do  religiously  believe,  on  their  naateriala 
virtually  depends  the  eompletion  of  onr  indepen- 
dence as  a  nation.    Let  me  entreat  you  to  reflect 
before  you  hazard  this  dangerous  experiment, 
lest,  in  the  adoption  of  this  hitherto  novel  prin- 
ciplci  and  in  its  operation,  you  may  endanger  the 
safety,  or,  at  least,  the  prosperit)r  ot  our  Republic, 
by  giving  its  manufactories  a  vital  stab. 

From  the  present  state  of  our  relations  with 
foreign  countries,  we  are,  I  may  say,  happily  de- 
prived of  their  supplies  of  manufactures,  neces- 
sary to  our  convenience  and  comfort,  from  abroad; 
we  must  at  this  day  depend  nearly  entirely  upon 
the  resources  of  our  country.  I  thank  Qod  that 
the  productions  of  our  native  soil,  and  the  genius 
of  our  countrymen,  are  such  as  will  abundantlv 
supply  them.  Hitherto,  the  very  arms  with 
which  our  soldiers  fight  our  battles,  have  been 
manufactured  bv  our  own  ckizens.  And  it  is 
said  that  their  clothing  will,  in  a  little  while,  be 
composed  entirely  of  the  domestic.  The  pros- 
perous (ituatinn  in  which  all  our  manufactories 
are  now  placed,  will  enable  them  to  afford  erery 


comfort  to  both  citizen  and  soldier — if  improvi- 
dentl)[  we  do  not,  by  any  act  of  ours,  strangle 
them  in  their  infant  efforts.  I  shall  hall  the  hap- 
py day  which  will  bring  with  it  their  maturity; 
which,  for  the  happiness  of  my  country,  is  not 
far  distant. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LowNDBs.)  in  declaring  the  necessity  of  the 
times,  and  the  right  the  Government  has  upon 
the  services  of  its  citizens,  has'  done  justice  to 
the  dispositions  and  qualifications  of  that  cla.ss  of 
our  fellow-citizens.  I  differ  from^that  gentleman 
in  the  id^a  of  those  times.  They  have  not  yet 
arrived.  When  our  territory  or  States  shall  be 
invaded,  we  need  no  other  laws  than  those  which 
now  are  in  existence,  both  in  the  General  and 
State  governments.  I  know  it  to  be  the  case  in 
that  which!  have  the  iionor  in  part  to  represent. 
When  a  draught  takes  place,  and  troops  are 
wanted,  our  laws  know  no  exemption  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years — all  are 
subject  to  their  tour  of  military  duty.  When 
our  State  is  invaded,  or  threatened  to  be  invaded, 
the  existing  laws  command  the  instant  service  of 
all.  I  need  urge  no  arguments  to  this  Commit- 
tee to  show  where  the  distinction  exists  between 
this  service  and  a  voluntary  one  in  distant  war. 
In  the  former,  when  the  tour  is  performed,  the 
survivors  return  to  their  farms,  their  worksnops, 
and  homes. 

It  is  riot  my  desire,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  prohibit 
altogether  the  enlistment  df  minors,  When  it  can 
be  done  without  a  violation  of  the  rights  which  a 
parent,  guardian,  or  master,  has  over  them  in 
governing  their  actions.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  give  you  those  reasons,  founded  on  my  best 
judgment,  why  I  cannot  vote  for  thissection  j  and 
shall  now  submit  a^  amendment,  which  I  believe 
supersedes  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Stow.) 

Here  Mr.  L.  prepared  his  amendment,  which 
went  to  authorize  the  enlistment  of  minors  with 
the  consent  of  their  parents,  guardians,  or  mas- 
ters, if  any  they  have. 

The  motion  was  declared  by  the  Cbairman 
not  to  be  in  order. 

Sundry  other  amendments  were  proposed  in 
the  Committee,  after  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  negatived.  The  bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


SiTUROAT,  November  21. 

•Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  appointed 
oq  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
relates  to  military  affairs,  presented  a  bill  making 
provision  for  an  additional  number  of  general  of- 
ficers; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FrsK, 

Resolvedi .  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ahering  the  times 
and  places  of  holdmg  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  within,  and  for,  the 
district  of  Vermont,  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 
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Mr.  FisK,  Mr.  PoiiO;  and  Mr.  Hall,  of  New 
Hampshire^  were  appointed  the  comjnittee* 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Naval 
Establishment  be  instructed  to  inquire  what 
amendments,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  be  made  to 
the  law  directing^  th^  mode  of  trial  and  punish* 
ment  of  offences  committed  on  board  of  private 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  report 
their  opinion  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization.  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill  "in  addition  to  the  act  con- 
cerning letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  gopds,^' 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAY  OP  THE. ARMY. 

An  engrossed  bill  "concerning  the  pay  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates, 
and  others,  of  the  Army,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  tne  third  time. 

Mr.  duiNCY.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sensible  that 
1  owe  an  apology  for  addressing  you  at  so  early  a 
period  of  the  session,  and  so  soon  after  taking  my 
seat,  if  not  to  the  House  at  least  to  my  particular 
constituents.  It  is  well  known  to  them,  at  least 
to  very  many  of  them,  for  I  have  taken  no  pains 
to  conceal  the  intention,  that  I  came  to  this  ses- 
sion of  Congress  with  a  settled  determination  to 
take  no  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Housei 
I  had  adopted  this  resolution,  not  so  much  from 
a  sense  oi  self-respect,  as  of  public  duty.  Seven 
years'  experience  in  the  business  of  this  House, 
has  convinced  me  that  from,  this  side  of  the 
House  all  argument  is  hopeless^  that  whatever  a 
majority  has  determined  to  do,  it  will  do,  in  spite 
of  any  moral  suggestion,  or  any  illustration  made 
in  thi^  quarter.  Whether  it  be  from  the  nature 
of  roan,  or  whether  it  be  from  the  particular  pro- 
visions of  our  Constitution.  I  know  not,  but  the 
experience  of  my  political  life  has  perfectly  con- 
vinced me  of  (his  fact,  that  the  will  of  the  Cabi- 
net is  the  la^  of  the  land.  Under  these  impres- 
sions, I  have  felt  it  my  duty  not  to  deceive  my 
eonstituents;  and  had,  therefore,  resolved,  bjr  no 
act  or  expression  of  mme,  in  any  way,  to  couq- 
tenancethe  belief,  that  any  representation  I  could 
make  op  this  floor  could  be  useful  to  them,  or 
that  I  could  serve  them  any  iarther  than  by  a 
silent  vote.  Even  now,  sir,  it  is  not  my  iDtentioo 
to  enter  into  this  discussion,  I  shall  present  you 
my  .thoughts  rather  by  way  of  protest  than  of 
argument.  And  I  shall  not  trouble  myself  after- 
wards with  any  cavils  that  may  be  made;  neither 
by  whom,  nor  in  whatmanner. 

I  should  not  have  deviated  from  the  resolution 
of  which  I  have  spoken,  were  it  not  for  what 
appears  to  me  the  atrocity  of  the  principle,  and 
the  magnitude  of  the  mischief,  contained  in  the 
provisions  of  this  bill.  When  I  speak  of  the 
principle  as  atrocious,  I  beg  distinctly  to  be  under- 
stood as  noi  impeaching  the  motives  of  any  gen* ' 


tlemen,  or  representing  them  as  advocating  an 
atrocious  principle.  I  speak  only  of  the  niaDner 
in  which  the  object  presents  itself  to  my  moral 
view. 

It  is  the  principle  contained  in  the  third  see- 
tion  of  the  bill  of  which  I  speak.    That  section 
provides,  that^erery  person  above  the  age  of 
^  eighteen  years,  who  shall  be  enlisted  by  any 
'  officer,  shall  be  held  in  the  service  of  the  United 
'  States  during  the  period  of  such  enlistment; 
*  anything  in  any  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
^  standing."    The  nature  of  this  proTision  is  ap- 
parent, its  tendency  is  not  denied.    It  is  to  seduce 
minors  of  ail  descriptions,  be  they  wards,  ap- 
prentices, or  children,  from  the  service  of  their 
guardians,  masters,  and  pareiits.    On  this  princi- 
ple, I  rest  my  objection>to  the  bill.    I  meddle  not 
with  the  nature  of  the  war.    Nor  is  it  because  I 
am  hostile  to  .this  war,  both  in  its  principle  and 
its  conduct,  that  I  at  present  make  any  objection 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bilk    I  say   nothing 
against  its  waste  of  publie  money.    If  eight  doJ- 
lers  a  month  for  the  private  be  not  enoush,  take 
sixteen  dollars.     If  that  be  not  enoogn,  take 
twenty.    Economy  is  not  my  difficulty.    Nor  do 
I  think  much  of  that  objection  of  which  my 
honorable  friend  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.*  Miu* 
nor)  seemed  to  think  a  great  deal;  the  liberation 
of  debtors  from  their  obligations.    So  lar  as  re- 
lates to  the  present  argument,  without  any  ob- 
jection from  me,  you  may  take  what  temptations 
you  please,  and  apply  them  to  the  ordinary 
haunts  for  enlistment-— clear  the  jatls-^-ezhaast 
the  brothel — make  a  desert  of  the  tippling  shop- 
lay  what  snares  you  please  for  overgrown  vice, 
for  lunacy,  which  is  of  full  age,  and  idiocy  out 
of  its  time.  . 

But  here  stop.  Touch  not  private  right— re- 
gard the  sacred  ties  of  guardian  and  master- 
corrupt  not  our  yon th-*— listen  to  the  necessities 
of  our  mechanics  and  manufactitrers-*-have  com- 
passion for  the  tears  of  parents. 

In  ofder  to  ^ive  a  clear  view  of  mj  subjeet,  I 
shall  consider  it  under  three  asnects^ts  absard- 
ity— its  ineqoality-^-its.  immorality. 

In  remarking  on  the  absurdity  of  thidi  principle, 
it  is  necesesry  to  reenr  to  that  part  or  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  which 
introduced  the  objects  proposed  in  this  bill  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House;  and  to  observe  the 
strange  and  iefl-handed  conclusions  it  contains. 
The  paragraph  to  Which  I  allude  is  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"With  a  view  to  that  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war,  to  which  onr  national  faculties  are  adequate,  the 
attention  of  Gongress  will  be  particularly  drawn  to  the 
insnffidency  of  existing  provisions,  for  filling  up  the 
Military  EstabUshment.  Such  is  the  happy  condition 
of  our  country,  arising  frotn  the  facility  of  sobsistenoe 
and  the  high  wages  for  every  species  of  occupation, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  angmented  indaeements  pro- 
vided at  the  last  aession,  a  partial  sncoess  only  has  at- 
tended the  recruiting  service.  The  defieisncy  has 
been  neesssartty  supplied  daring  the  campaign,  by 
other  than  regular  tmopsy  willi  aU  die  inooayeoieneea 
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«nd  expeBM  incident  to  flMm.  The  remedy  lies  ia 
-•fltabliihiBg  more  fkyotMj  ton  the  privrnte  aofdier,  the 
propordoB  between  hw  reeompfeiiM  end  the  term  of 
enlistment.  And  it  u  a  rabject  which  cannot  too  eofn 
-oar  loo  aerionrfy  be  taken  into  eonaideration." 

Mr.  Speaker— What  a  pktnre  of  felicity  has 
the  President  of  the  United  States  here  drawn  in 
describing  the  situation  of  the  yeomanry  of  this 
country?  Their  condition  happy--^sQbsistence 
easy ■- -wages  high— fall  employ.  To  sach  favor- 
ed beings  what  would  be  the  suggestions  of  lore, 
truly  parental?  Sureiv  that  so  much  happiness 
ahould  not  be  put  at  nazard.  That  innocence 
shoald  not  be  tempted  to  scenes  of  guilt.  That 
the  prosperittff  plonghshnre  should  not  be  ex- 
ehanged  for  the  sword.  Such  would  be  the  les- 
sons of  parental  tore.  And  such  will  always  be 
the  leosonswhtch  a  President  of  the  United  SItates 
will  teach  in  such  a  state  of  things,  whenever  a 
father  of  his  country  is  at  the  head  of  the  natron. 
Alas  I  Mr.  Speaker,  how  different  is  this  Mes- 
sage!  The  burden  of  the  thought  is,  how  to 
decoy  the  happy  yeoman  from  home,  from  peace, 
and  prosperity,  to  scenes  of  blood — how  to  bait 
the  HMn-trap:  what  inducements' shall  be  held 
forth  10  ararice,  wh4ch  neither  virtue,  nor  habit, 
nor  wise  influences,  can  resist.  But  this  is  not 
the  whole.  Our  children  are  to  be  sedaced  from 
their  parents.  Apprentices  are  invited  to  aban- 
don their  masters.  A  legislative  sanction  is 
offered  to  perfidy  and  treachery.  Bounty  and 
wages  to  filial  disobedience.  Sach  are  the  moral 
means  by  which  a  war,  not  of  defence  or  of  ne* 
cessity,  but  of  pride  and  ambition,  should  be  prose- 
cuted.   Pit  means  to  such  an  end. 

The  abeurdity  of  this  bill  consists  in  this:  in- 
supposing  these  previsions  to  be  the  remedy  for 
the  evil,  of  which  the  President  complains.  The 
difficulty  is,  that  men  cannot  be  eolisted.  The 
remedy  proposed  is,  more  money — and  legislative 
liberty  to  corrupt  our  youth.  And  how  is  this 
proved  to  be  a  remedy?  Why  it  has  been  told 
us,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  this  is 
the  thin|r  they  do  in  France.  That  the  age  be* 
tween  eighteen  and  twenty-one  is  the  best  age  to 
make  soldiers.  That  it  is  the  most  favorite  age, 
in  Bonaparte's  conscription.  Well,  sSr^  what 
then?  Are  we  in  France?  Is  Napoleon  our 
king?  Of  is  he  the  President  of  the  United 
States?  The  style  in  which  this  example  has 
been  Urged  on  the  House,  recalls  to  my  recollec- 
tion very  strongljr  a  caricfttarc  print  which  was 
much  circulated  in  the  early  period  of  our  Revo- 
lutionary war.  The  picture  represented  Amer- 
ica as  a  hale  youth,  about  eighteen  'or  twenty- 
one,  with  a  hug^e  purse  in  his  pocket.  Lord 
North,  with  a  pistol  at  his  breast,  was  saying, 
"  deliver  your  money."  George  the  Thirds  point- 
ing at  the  young  man,  and,  speaking  to  Lord 
North,  said,  '*  I  give  you  that  man's  money  for 
my  use."  Behind  the  whole  group  was  a  French- 
man caperioff,  rubbing  his  hands  for  joy,  and  ex- 
claiming, **  Be  Gar  I  just  so  in  France !"  Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I' have  no  manner  of  doubt,  that 
the  day  that  this  act  passes,  and  the  whole  class 
of  oar  Nolthera  youth  is  made  subject  to  the' 


bribes  of  your  recruiting  officers,  that  there  will 
be  thousands  of  Frenchmen  in  these  United 
States  rubbing  their  hands  for  joy,'and  exclaim- 
iog,  *'  Be  Gar !  just  so  in  France."  Sir,  the  great 
mistake  of  this  whole  project  Kes  in  this:  that 
French  maxims  are  applied  to  American  States. 
Now  it  ou^ht  never  to  be  lost  sight  of  by  the 
legislators  in  this  country,  that  the  people  of  it 
are  not  and  never  can  be  Frenchmen — and,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  are,  and  can  never  be  any- 
thing else  than  freemen. 

Tne  true  source  of  the  absurdity  of  this  bill, 
is  a  mistake  in  tbe  nature  of  the  evil.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  tells  us  that  the  Ad- 
ministration have  not  sufficient  men  for  their 
armies.  The  reason  is.  he  adds,  the  want  of 
pecuniary  motive.  In  this  lies  the  error.  It  is 
not  pecuniarj^  motive  that  is  wahtin^  to  fill  your 
armies.  It  is  moral  motive  in  which  yon  are 
deficient.  Sir,  whatever  difierence  of  opinion 
may  exist  among  the  happy  and  wise  yeomanry 
of  New  Enclana,  in  relation  to  the  principle  and 
necessity  of^this  war.  there  is  very  little,  or  at 
hMist  much  less  diversity  of  sentiment,  concerning 
the  invasion  of  Canada,  as  a  means  of  prosecu- 
ting it.  They  do  not  want  Canada  as  an  object 
of  ambition:  they  do  not  want  it  as  an  object  of 
plunder.  They  see  no  imaginable  connexion 
between  the  conquest  of  that  province,  and  the 
attainment  of  those  commercial  rights  which 
were  th6  pretended  objects  of  the  War.  On  the 
eootrarjr,  they  see,  and  very  plainly  tOo,  that  if 
our  Cabinet  be  gratified  in  the  object  of  its  ambi- 
tion, and  Canada  become  a  con<{oered  provincci 
that  an  apology  is  immediately  given,  for  extend- 
ing and  maintaining  in  that  country  a  large  mili- 
tary force;  under  pretence  of  preserving  tne  con- 
quered territories — really,  with  a  view  to  overawe 
adjoining  States.  With  this  view  of  that  project 
the  yeomanry  of  New  England  want  that  moral 
motive  which  will  alone,  in  that  country,  fill 
your  armies  with  mea  worthy  enlisting.  They 
have  no  desire  to  be  the  tools  of  the  ambition  of 
any  man,  or  any  set  of  men.  Schemes  and  con- 
quest have  no  charms  for  them. 

Abandon  your  projects  of  invasion ;  throw  your 
shield  over  .the  seaboard  and  the  frontier;  awe 
into  silence  the  Indians  in  your  territory ;  fortify 
your  cities;  take  the  shackles  from  your  com- 
merce ;  give  us  ships  and  seamen  ;  and  show  the 
people  of  |hat  country  a  wise  object  of  warfare ; 
and  there  will  be  no  want  of  men,  money,  or  spirit. 

I  proceed  to  my  second  objection,  which  was 
to  the  inequality  of  the  operation  of^  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill.  It  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  of  these  United 
States,  that  it  is  a  political  associat^ion  of  inde- 
pendent sovereignties,  greatly  difl'ering  in  respect 
of  wealth,  resource,  enterprise,  extent  of  territory, 
and  preparation  of  arms.  It  ought,  also^  never  to 
be  forgotten,  that  the  proportion  of  physical  force 
which  nature  has  giv'en  does  not  he  within  pre- 
cisely the 'same  line  of  division  with  the  propor- 
tion of  political  influence  which  the  Constitution 
has  provided.  Now,  sir,  wise  men,  conductini: 
a  political  association  thus  constructed,  ought 
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always  to  have  mainly  in  view,  not  to  diaguBt 
any  ot  the  great  sections  of  the  country,  either  in 
regard  of  their  interests,  their  habits,  or  their  pre- 
judices. Particularly  ought  they  to  be  cautious 
not  to  burden  any  of  the  great  sections  in  a  way 
peculiarly  odious  to  them,  and  in  which  the  res- 
idue of  the  States  cannot  oe  partakers,  or  at  least 
only  in  a  Very  small  degree.  I  think  this  princi- 
ple of  political  action  is  incontroyertible.  Now, 
sir,  of  all  the  distinctions  which  exist  it  these 
United  States,  that  which  results  from  the  char- 
acter of  the  laoor  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
is  the  most  obvious  and  critical.  In  the  Southern 
States,  all  the  laborious  industry  of  the  country 
is  conducted  by  slaves ;  in  the  Northern  States 
it  is  conducted  by  the  yeomanry,  their  appren- 
tices, or  children.  The  truth  is,  that  the  only 
real  property,  in  the  labor  of  others,  which  exists 
in  the  Northern  States,  is  that  which  is  possessed 
in  that  of  minors — the  very  class  of  which,  at  its 
most  valuable  period,  this  law  proposes  to  divest 
them.  The  planter  of  the  South  can  look  round 
upon  his  fifty,  his  hundred,  and  his  thousand  of 
human  beings,  and  say.  These  are  my  property. 
The  farmer  of  tb.e  North  has  only  one  or  two  ewe 
lamba — his  children — of  which  he  can  say,  and 
say  with  pride,  like  the  Roman  matron,  "  These 
are  my  ornaments."  '  Yet  these,  this  bill  proposes 
to, take  from  him,  or  (what  is  the  same  thing) 
proposes  to  corrupt  them — to  bribe  them  out  of 
nis  service ;  and  that,  too,  at  the  ver^  age  when 
the  desire  of  freedom  is  the  most  active,  and  the 
splendor  of  false  glory  the  most  enticinc.  Yet, 
your  slaves  are  safe ;  there  is  no  project  Tor  their 
manumission  in  the  bill.  The  nusbandman  of 
the  North,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  shall 
have  the  property  he  holds  in  the  minors  subject 
to  him  put  to  hazard.  .Your  property  in  the 
labor  of  others  is  safe.  Where  is  the  justice — 
where  the  equality — of  such  a  provision? 

It  is  very  well  Known  in  our  country^ndeed 
it  is  obvious,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  thing — 
that  the  exact  period  ofUU  at  which  the  tempta- 
tion of  this  law  begins  to  operate  upon  the  minor, 
is  the  moment  when  his  services  begin  to  be  the 
most  useful  to  the  parent  or  master.  Until  the 
age  of  18,  the  boy  has  hardly  paid  to  the  parent 
or  master  the  cost  of  his  cloihiBff  and  education. 
Between  the  age  of  18  and  20,  is  just  the  period  of 
profit  to  the  father  and  master.  It  is  also  the  pe- 
riod at  whichj  from  the.  approximation  towards 
tnanhood,  service  begins  to  grpw  irksome,  and 
the  desire  of  liberty  powerful.  The  passions  are 
then,  also,  in  their  most  ungoverned  sway.;  and 
the  judgment,  not  yet  ripe,  can  easily  be  infatu- 
ated and  corrupted  by  the  vain  dreams  of  mili- 
tary ^lory.  At  this  period,  your  law  appears 
'with  Its  instruments  of  seduction.  It  offers  free- 
dom to  the  minor's  desire  t)f  liberty — plunder  to 
bis  avarice— glory  to  his  weakness.  In  short,  it 
offers  bounty  and  wages  for  disobedience  to  his 
natural  or  social  obligafions.  This  is  a  true  view 
of  this  law.  That  it  will  have  that  full  opera- 
tion which  its  advocates  hope  and  expect — that  it 
will  fill  your  armies  with  runaways  from  their 
masters  and  fathers — I  do  not  believe ;  but,  that 


it  will  have  a  very  great  operation,  I  know.  The 
temptation  to  soma  of  our  youth  will  be  irrasisii- 
ble.  With  my  eoasent,  they  sfaali  never  be  ex- 
posed to  it. 

I  offer  another  eoasideration.  The  Coostitv- 
tioQ  of  the  United  States  declares,  in  its  aeTenth 
amendment :  "Private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
for  public  use.  without  just  compensation."  Now, 
of  all  the  property  which  the  laws  of  the  North- 
ern States  secure  to  the  people  of  that  coantry, 
that  which  consists  in  the  labor  of  the  minor,  and 
which,  by  our  laws,  is  sacred  to  the  guardian, 
master,  or  parent,  is  perhaps  the  most  vdoed  and 
most  precious  to  our  manufacturers  and  yeomen. 
Yet,  when  the  eentieman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Stow)  proposed  to  secure  the  wages  and  bounty 
of  the  enlisting  minor  to  those  to  whom  his  ser- 
vice belonged,  it  was  rejected.  What  is  this,  but 
a  palpable  violation  of  the  provision  of  ^the  Con- 
stitution 1  What  Is  this,  but  taking  private  pro- 
perly for  public  use,  without  compensation  7 

But,  neither  the  pecuniary  loss,  nor  the  yiola- 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  is  the  evil  which  I  moat 
deprecate :  it  is  the  infringement  of  our  maral 
rights,  and  the  inroad  which  the  bill  makea  in 
the  moral  habits  of  our  quarter  of  the  country. 
I  know  that  gentlemen  are  very  apt  to  sneer,  when 
th^y  hear  anything  said  about  our  religious  insti- 
tutions or  moral  habits  in  the  Eastern  country. 
But)  I  will  explain  what  I  mean.  It  is  not  oar 
religious  institutioas— pur  sabbaths,  our  fasts,  our 
thanksgivings-rnor  yet  our  schools,  college^  and 
seminaries  of  education,  to  which  I  refer,  when 
I  speak  of  our  moral  habits.  These  are  but  means 
and  precautions.  It  is  certain  established  prin- 
ciples of  life  and  conduct,  which,  without  being 
noticed  in  general  laws,  are  often  the  foundation 
of  them,  and  which  always  rule  and  control  our 
positive  institutions.  I  do  not  know,  for  instance, 
that  the  extent  of  the  moral  tie,  which  binds  the 
son  to  the  father,  or  the  apprentice  to  the  master, 
is  precisely  defined  by  any  of  our  laws;  yet«  the 
principle  upon  which  all  our  laws  on  this  subject 
rests,  is  this :  that  this  tie  is  sacred  and  inviolate. 
The  law  regulates,  but,  except  in  ease  of  miscon- 
duct, never  severs  it. 

I  know  it  is  said,  that,  in  our  country,  minors 
are  subjected  to  militia  d^uty,  and  so  they  are. 
But,  this  very  service  is  a  proof  of  the  position 
which  I  maintain.  The  obligation  to  serve  in 
the  militia,  is  always  subject  to  the  paramount 
duty  to  the  master  and  the  parent. 

The  law  says^  it  is  true,  that  minors  shall  be 
subject  to  militia  duty ;  but  it  also  permits  the 
father  and. the  master  to  relieve  them,  at  an  es- 
tablished price.  If  either  will  pay  the  fine,  he 
may  retain  the  service  of  the  minor,  free  from  the 
militia  duty.  W*hat  is  the  consequence  of  all  this? 
Why,  that  the  minor  always  trains  not  free  of 
the  will,  but  subject  te  the  will  of  his  natural  or 
legal  guardian.  The  moral  tie  is  sacred ;  it  is 
never  broken.  It  is  a  principle  that  (cases  of  roi»- 
condnct  out  of  the  question)  the  minor  shall 
never  conceive  himself  capable  of  escaping  from 
the  wholesome  and  wise  control  of  his  master  or 
father.    The  proposed  law  cuts  athwart  this  wise 
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X»rinctple,  It  preaches  iDftdelity.  It  makes  every 
recruiting  officer  in  yoar  couatrv  an  apostle  to 
perfidy.  It  says  to  every  yatb^thoagbtless,  dis- 
contented, or  ambitious  minor,  '*^  Come  hither ; 
htre  is  an  asylum  from  yonr  bonds !  Here  are 
wages  and  bounty  for  disobedience !  Only  con- 
sent Co  go  to  Canada-^forget  what  you  owe  to 
nature  and  your  protectors — go  to  Canada^  and 
you  shall  find  freedom  and  glory !''  Such  is  the 
morality  of  this  law. 

Take  a  slave  from  his  master,  on  any  general 
and  novel  priDciple,'and  there  would  be  an  earth- 
quake from  the  Potomac  to  the  St  Mary's. '  Bribe 
an  apprentice  from  hfs  master;  seduce  a  son, 
worth  all  the  slaves  Africa  ever  produced,  from 
his  father,  we  are  told-it  is  only  a  common  afiair. 
It  will  be  right  when  there  is  law  for  it.  Such  is 
now  the  law  in  France ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  what  I  am  now  about  to- 
say  will  not  be  construed  into  a  threat.  It  is  not 
uttered  in  that  spirit;  but  only  to  evince  the 
strength  of  my  convictions  concerning  tire  effect 
of  the  provisions  of  this  law  on  the  hopes  of  New 
England,  particularly  of  Massachusetts.  But 
pass  itj  and  if  the  Legislatures  of  the  injured 
States  do  not  come  down  upon  your  ^recruiting 
officers  with  the  old  laws  against  kidnapping  and 
man-stealing,  they  are  false  to  themselves,  their 
posterity,  and  their  country. 

Mr.  Fisc  expressed  the  astonishment  he  felt 
at  the  observauons  which  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  last  up.  He  certainly  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  in  one  thing:  that  those  who  are 
in  pursuit  of  a  favorite  object  frequently  overleap 
the  bounds  of  reason  and  decorum  in  support  of 
it.  Now,  it  had  been  a  favorite  object  with  that 
pntleman  to  shield  the  British' Government  from 
blame ;  and  it  was  an  object  which  he  certainly 
pursued  with  the  greatest  ardor  and  anxiety.  In 
the  address  of  that  gentleman^i  political  friends, 
in  Concpress^  to  their  constituents,  subsequent  to 
the  declaration  of  war,  it  had  been  deceptively 
said,  that  a  disposition  existed  in  the  Britisn  Gov- 
ernment to  make  an  arrangement  on  the  subject 
of  impressment.  Now,  sir,  that  the  ground  is 
taken  from  under  them,  we  hear  that  the.  object 
of  the  war  is  an  unrighteous  one,  and  we  are 
guilty  of  waging  it.  Is  it  indeed  guilty  to  defend 
our  country  ?  said  Mr.  F.  The  gentleman  would 
overawe  the  Indians.  Sir,  the  most  innocent  par- 
ty in  the  war  against  us  is  the  savage  himself. 
How  comes  he  in  the  ranks  against  us,  With  his 
tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  ?  Why  is  he  im- 
pelled to  shed  our  blood  J  Why  has  the  gentle- 
man shielded  British  instigation  of  their  outrages? 

Again,  sii^— Has  the  gentleman  no  feeling  for 
the  sufierings,  no  ear  for  the  groans  of  our  suffer- 
ing seamen  ?  Has  he  no  sympathy  for  those  re- 
lations of  life,  from  which  the  seamen  is  torn 
away,  and  for  that  moral  sentiment  which  is  vio- 
lated in  that  outrage-^^nd  are  we  g-uilty  hec^nse 
we  seek  to  shield  our  citizens  from  it?    Are  we 

foilty  because  We  resist  the  British  scalping 
nife  ?  Recall  the  year  '08  to  your  recollection, 
sir,  and  the  pompous  display  of  energy  at  that 
day)  and  the  armies  raised*-to  fight  whom  ?•— a 


few  miserable  Frenchmen  whbm'they  could  catch 
at  sea.  War  was  then  a  mere  amusement.  Why, 
that  we  are  now  at  war  with  the  nation  which 
has  been  seizing  our  property,  capturing  our  citi- 
zens,  and  carrying  them  into  slavery-^why  are. 
our  means  of  carrying  on  war  to  be  limit<id? 

As  to  the  provision  of  this  bill  so  much  object- 
ed to,  was  it  esteemed  such  a  violation  m  ail 
right  and  principle  in  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution  to  take  children  of  sixteen  years  of 
age  from  their  parents  ?  That  was  a  period  when 
the  youth  of  the  country  were  invited  to  the  field. 
I  was  one  who  accepted  the  invitation,  and  I  have 
never  regretted  it.  But,  says  the  gentleman,  will 
you  take  the  child  from  the  parent?  Sir,  which 
excites  the  most  tears — a  child  leaving  his  parent 
to  defend  his  country,  or  a  parent  torn  from  hi» 
family  and  his  country  to  fight  for  a  foreign  Pow* 
er?  The  truth  is,  that  most  of  those  who  object 
to  this  bill  would  destroy  all  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  if  they  could.  It  was  not  thought 
immoral  in  the^  war  of  the  Revolution  to  take 
youths  of  this  age,  nor  were  they  the  least  efficient 
part  of  our  army. 

But,  the  gentleman  says,  the  property  of  a  mas- 
ter is  thus  to  be  taken  from  him,  and  the  Consti- 
tution guaranties  that  i^  shall  not  be  taken.  It  is 
the  first  time  I  have  heard  apprentices  called  pro- 
perty, and  they  will  scarcely  tnank  the  gentleman 
for  comparing  them  to  the  negroes  of  the  South. 
The  gentleman  says  we  imitate  the  example  of 
.France.  He  might  as  "well  say,  we  are  all  French- 
men because  we  fight ;  or  that  Englishmen  are 
all  Frenchmen,  for  the  same  reason. 

The  gentleman  speaks  of  this  bill  as  though  its 
provisions  were  compulsory.  Sir,  it  contains  no- 
thing but  an  offer  to  the  young  men  of  going  into 
the  service  of  their  country,  and  defending  its 
rights.  Had  that  gentleman  retained  the  pride 
and  feeling  of  171^6,  which  has  carried  us  safely 
through  one  war,  he  would  not  have  thought  it 
dishonorable  to  go  out  in  defence  of  his  country. 
We  have  much  more  cause  of  war  now  than  we 
had  then.  There  is  no  choice  between  recoloni- 
zation  and  war,  nor  has  there  been  any  for  a  long 
time.  Those  who  are  now  disaffected  in  the  East, 
if  they  believed  Great  Britain  insisted  on  the 
right  to  impress  our  citizens,  would  one  and  all 
have  drawn  the  sword  on  our  side.  It  is  because 
they  have  been  deceived,  that  they  have  not  doive 
so.  It  is  this  cry  of  French  influence  which  has 
blinded  them.  The  people  of  the  East  are  jeal- 
ous of  their  rights— and  Qod  send  they  may  al- 
ways remain  so.  TJiese  insinuations,  sir,  nave 
been  a  brand  of  discord  thrown  among  us.  It  is 
the  division  they  have  excited,  and  the  hope  of 
still  greater,  which  has  drawn  this  war  upon  us. 
And  yet,  sir,  what  have  we  been  told  by  the  gen- 
tleman of  our  ^uilt?  The  arrangement  of  Ers- 
kine.  Great  Britain  refused  to  ratify;  she  bribed 
your  citizens  to  break  your  laws  in  a  clandestine 
trade,  which  is  forbidden  to  the  fair  and  honest 
merchant.  Not  a  word  said  against  it  by  the  gen- 
tleman !  And  even  at  this  moment,  when  the 
sword  is  drawn,  after  your  men  are  butchered 
and  roasted — after  years  of  outrage  have  passed 
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away — the  war  on  our  part  is  called  a  guilty  con- 
test I  The^e  sentiments  may  seem  proper  to  be 
uttered  here ;  but  they  are  not  American  senti- 
inents,  and  the  time  is  approaching  when  they 
will  not  be  received  in  this  nation.  I  tell  the 
gentleman  and  the  world,  that  such  will  be  the 
case.  I  see  nothing  in  the  bill  objectionable ;  it 
contains  some  provisions  absolutely  indispensa- 
ble \  and  I  shall  vote  for  it  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  if  it  was  possible  for 
him  to  keep  down  those  feelings  of  indignation 
which  pressed  upon  his  mind,  in  what  he  had 
now  to  offer,  he  would  speak  with  due  respect  to 
the  orders  of  the  House,  and  not  infringe  its  priv- 
ileges. He  wished,  inde«d^  he  had  not  occasion 
to  speak;  but,  sir.  said  he.  it  is  my  misfortune  to 
be  the  Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  more, 
Mr.  Speaker,  by  your  partiality  than  by  any  mer- 
it of  mine.  I  am  compelled  to  rise,  t  have  been 
stigmatized  by  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Q^uinct)  as 
the  introducer  into  this  House  of  an  atrocious 
principle.  If  such  language  comports  with  our 
rules  of  order,  I  must  submit,  seeing  it  is  uttered 
where  he  is  protected ;  but,  sir,  I  must  pronounce 
it  a  libel  on  m.yseif,  and  throw  it  back  on  him 
who  uttered  it,  as  a  foul,  atrocious  libel  on  the 
committee.  Sir,  I  came  here  not  disposed  to  use 
such  language;  nothing  but  extreme  injury  should 
extort  it  from  me.  I'wish  that  the  gentleman 
had  kept  the  resolve  he  informed  us  he  had  form- 
ed; as  he  could  not  do  so,  I  would  that  he  bad 
been  good  enough  to  spare  me  from  the  acrimony 
of  his  remarks.  Atrocity !  The  advocate  of  an 
atrocious  principle  !  Let  the  gentleman  recur  to 
those  who  originated  this  principle ;  let  him  go 
back  to  the  day  of  the  Revolution,  and  damn  the 
memory  of  the  patriots  of  those  times,  the  fruit 
of  whose  labors  ne  so  ill  deserves  to  enjoy.  The 
provisions  of  those  days  authorized  the  enlistment 
of  all  over  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Nor  does  the 
statement  which  the  gentlemen  from  New  York 
made  alter  ^he  case,  for  if  there  be  an  increase.of 
population  since  the  Revolution,  there  appears  to 
be  a  correspondeut  deterioration  of  patriotism. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  admits  tha^ 
a  necessity  may  exist  to  justify  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  bill.  Well,  sir :  was  there  ever  a 
crisis  calling  on  a  people  for  vigorous  exertions 
more  awful  than  that  which  impends  ove;  us 
DOW  ?  Now,  when  a  vile  spirit  of  party  has  gone 
abroad  and  distracted  the  Union  ?  Now,  that  the 
State  which  the  gentleman  represents  is  almost 
in  arms  against' us?  And,  in  such  a  state  of  things 
are  we  to  be  told  that  we  are  espousing  ap  atro- 
cious principle,  because  we  ajre  seeking  for  the 
means  to  defend  our  country  ?  The  will  of  the 
President  i&  the  law  of  the  la^d,  says  the  gentle- 
man. How  can  he  expect  his  areuments  to  be 
attended  to,  when  the  first  word  he  utters  after 
taking  his  seat  is  to  insult  and  abuse  every  one 
opposed  to  him  in  opinion.  I  beg  your  pardon, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  that  of  the  House,  for  the  lan- 
guage! am  compelled  to  use;  but  so  long  as  I  am 
a  man,  so  help  me  God,  when  I  am  told  I  am  ac- 
tuated by  an  atrocious  principle,  I  will  throw  it 
back  in  the  teeth  of  the  assertor  as  an  atrocious 


falsehood.    Look  back  on  the.  principle  adopted 
by  the  friends  of  that  gentleman— I  wish  I  could 
say  who  were  his  friends — I  do  not  p^ll  the  hon- 
est federalist,  who  is  willing  to  support  hia  coun- 
try's rights,  bis  iriend — even  in  England,  the  na- 
tion from  which  he  talks  of  receiving  his  reli- 
gion and  morality,  and  I  might  add,  bis  ideas  of 
our  rights — even  in  that  country  they  do  not  pre- 
vent enlistment  of  minors — that  is,  they  are  not 
discharged  on  the  ground  of  minorit]^.     I  have 
said  before,  sir,  that  we  had  examples  la  our  own 
Government,  drawn  not  to   be  sure  from  the 
purest  times,  but  which  more  than  covered  the 
whole  case.    A  law  was  passed  in  17j98  which 
authorized  the  enlistment  not  only  of  minors  but 
every  description  of  persons  whom/  the  President 
of  the  United  States  thought  proper  to  have  en- 
listed— which  authorized  him  to  send  his  recruit- 
ing sergeants  into  every  family  and  take  those 
who  suited  him  best.    This  was  the  principle  of 
his  friefids.    Does  the  gentlemai>  say  that  it  was 
atrocious  in  1798  to  defend  ourselves  against  the 
French  ?    But  it  has  become  so  now,  seeing  the 
defence'  we  seek  is  against  the  English.    The 
gentleman  has  said  we  act  on  an  absurd  prioci- 
ple ;  that  we  have  mistaken  (he  means  of  carry- 
ing on  the  war  to  effect:  we  want  the  moral 
means.    By  this  I  jpresume  he  would  be  under- 
stood that  the  people  are  opposed  to  the  war,  par- 
ticularly to-  our  land  operations.    There  seems 
then  to  be  no  moral  objection  to  the  war  on  the 
ocean.    A.nd,.sir,  if  111)6  not  immoral  to  support 
the  war  oh  the  ocean,  on  what  possible  principle 
can  it  be  immoral,  in  the  same  cause,  to  support 
it  on  the  land  ?    The  war  on  both  elements  is  for 
the  same  object;  not,  as  the  gentleman  says,  to 
rob  and  plunder  in  Canada,  but,  according  to  the 
motto  of  the  gallant  Captain  Porter,  for  "  free 
trade  and  sailors'  rights.''    Will  the  gentleman 
take  time  to  tell  us — when  he  next  draws  a  com- 
parison between. the  conduct  of  the  East  and  the 
South — what  are  the  Southern  motives  for  ui^- 
ing  the  prosecution  of  the  war  ?    Will  he  tell  me 
that  I  have  brothers  or  frieuds  impressed  in  the 
British  service  ?    There  is  scarcely  a  man  from 
the  whole  Southern  country  in  that  situation. 
Wherje  do  the  majority  of  your  sailors  come 
from?    From  the  Southern  States  or  from  New 
England?    And  will  the  gentleman  tell  his  con- 
stituents, when  we  are  laboring  to  resqc^e  their 
connexions,  their  friends,  their  children-^ when 
we  point  the  bayonet  towards  Canada,  for  the 
protection  of  their  sailors,  our  only  object  is  rob- 
bing and  plunder?    Sir,  we  shall  oe  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  colonists,  or  we  must  fight  ourselves 
independent.    Is  there  any  one  principle  of  colo- 
nization which  has  not  been  brought  to  bear  on 
us  by  the  British  Governoaent  with  more  rigor 
than  on  the  island  of  Jamaica?    Colonization 
has  been  brought  home  to  the  habitation  of  every 
manf    Does  not  the  gentleman  know  that  the 
British  functionaries  have  refused  to  release  the 
friends,  the  children  of  his  brethren,  of  his  consti- 
tuents?   Is  not  any  argument  to  the  contrary 
worse  than  false?    Sir,  a  recreant  coward  or 
a  treacherous  traitor  has  brought  a  stain  on  this 
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eoaatry  whieh  ootking  but-  |>bydeal  foree,  a  fill- 
ing^ the  rairks  of  your  array,  can  wipe  ofL  To  ef- 
fect this  desirable  object  the  bill  has  b^o  intro- 
daeed,  to  which  aU  thie  strang«  aod  yiolent  op- 

gosuioa  18  made.  Ii  your  recruitioff  officer  ordered 
J  this  bill  into  the  work  shop  of  the  artisaa  to 
seduce  his  apprentices  1  la  he  ordered  into  the 
hpfue  of  yoar  farmers  to  steal  away  their  sons? 
No,  air;  its  object  is  to  prevent  eollostoa  and 
fraad;  to  prevent  depredation,  as  it  has  been  call- 
ed, on  yonr  ranks.  It  is  sanctioned  by  precedent; 
it  IB  enlbroed  by  oeeessity.  Under  such  circum- 
stmoces  tndividoal  conTenience  onj^ht  not  to  pre- 
ponderate against  the  general  good  i  We  ask  not 
for  the  sttstainment  of  an  atrocious  principle,  or 
for  tbe  adoption  of  an  immoral  law,  bat  for  the 
means  to  support  a  just  war  until  we  can  obtain 
an  faooorahle  neace— as  much  for  the  convenienoe 
and  real  benent  of  that  gentleman  and  his  friends 
9B  of  any  in  the  House. ,  Sir,  I  hope  the  House, 
notwithstanding  Che  terrible  picture  which  has 
been  attempted  of  the  resentment  which  will  be 
drawn  down  on  your  recruiting  officers,  will  not 
suffer  itself  to  be  influenced,  much  les;  frigbt- 
ened,^  by  the  gentleman,  from  the  prosecution  of 
its  true  interest,  as  at  the  repeal  of  the  embargo. 
If  you  will  yield  to  threats^irom  any  quarter,  bet- 
ter at  once  abandon  your  sqats  and  return  to  your 
homes.  Let  MassaehQeeits^  sm  the  gentleman  has 
tiireatened,  resist  the  law;  I  thank  God  there  is 
yet  no  point  of  contact  between  us,  but  if  she 
shali,  contrary  to  our  mutual  interest,  array  her- 
self against  the  GenerarQo7ernment,  I,  forone, 
shall  not  hesitate  to  search  for  the  proof  that  she 
is  enly  a  component  part  of  the  (Jnlon — not  its 
arbitress. 

Mr.  Wbbatom  said,  that  being  now  satisfied 
that  the  bill  would  reeeire  the  sanction  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members' present,  he  would  not  de- 
taia  the  House  but  for  a  single  roohaeot,  in  add- 
ing to  the  remarks  that  had  already  been  made. 
He  regretted  extremely  that  the  amendments  that 
had  been  proposed  could  not  hare  been  receiTed,as 
without  them  he  could  not,ingood  conscience,  ei're 
his  Tote  for  its  becoming  a  liw.    He  said  he  had 
never  been  an  advocate  for  commencing  the  war, 
the  difficulties  and  calamities  of  which  the  conn- 
try  now  felt,  apd  that  were  he  now  to  prof^s  a 
irieadship  for  its  continuance,  his  sincerity  might 
be  doubted,  at  least  by  some ;  he  had,  therefore, 
no  such  professions  to  make;  but  be  presumed  it 
wonld  not  be  doubted  when  he  declared,  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  any  reasonable  remuneration 
for  the  services  of  those  unfortunate  men  who, 
either  voluntarily  or  by  compolsion,  had  entered 
the  ranks  of  our  armies;  and  that  he  did  not 
think  the  suras,  as  anneled  to  the  several  grades 
mentioaed  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  wet^e, 
under  every  equitable  consideration,  too  high. 
He  doubted,  however,  whether  such  an  increase 
of  pay  were  the  dictate  of  public  policy.    Pinch- 
ing want  may  give  courage  ana  resolution  to 
those  whom  a  fulness  Vould  render  inaetrve  or 
disorderly.    Besides,  as  this  waf  must  undoubted- 
ly eoatinue  at  least  half  a  century  before  any 
vi^uaUe  object  can  probably  be  obtained  by  it,  ^ 


it  may  be  worth  consideration  whether  we  are 
not  entailing  too  heavy  a  burden  upon  those 
that  are  to  come  after  us.  Regard  is  to  be  had 
to  those  that  are  to  pay,  as  well  as  to  those  that 
■are  to  receive ;-  aod  it  has  always  been  attended 
with  move  difficulty  to  reduce  than  to  raise  the 
wages  of  those  employed  in  the  public  service. 
But  to  this  additional  pay,  however  reasonable 
in  itself,  there  is  another  objection,  and  perhaps 
more  forcible  than  any;  that  is,  that  it  is  ill- 
timed.  For,  said  Mr.  W.,  if  it  be  a  fact^  and  that 
it  is,  as  an  honorable  man,  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  doubt,  as  it  is  supported  by  no  less  anthority 
than  that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
'*  that  the  national  spirit  rises  according  to  the 
^  pressure  on  it,  and  that  the  late  partial  calami* 
'  ties  we  have  experienced  have  been  converted 
'  into  a  source  of  invigorated  efibrts.  so  as  to  ren- 
>  der  it  necessary  to  umit  rather  tnan  to  excite 
'  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  people,"  would  it  not  be 
a  dictate  of  prudence  to  postpone  this  new  en- 
couregemebt  to  enlistments  to  those  duller  days, 
we  are  taught  to  expect,  aod  which  we  fondly  an* 
tictpate ;  when  our  arms  in  the  hands  of  our  pre- 
sent soldiers  shall  be  more  prosperous,  and  our 
success  more  complete,  and  when  consequently 
the  ardor  and  patriotism  of  our  people  ^*  distin- 
guished by  their  political  stations,"  shall  abate  ! 
And  further  he  observed,  as  applicable  to  the 
provision  in  the  bill  for  freeing  those  that  might 
enlist  from  arrests  in  civil  causes,  that  no  justi- 
fiable reason  could  be  assigned  why  one  set  of 
men  should  be  thus  privileged,  and  plaoed  in  a 
situation  where  they  might  acquire  a  right  in  the 
burying  gfounds  of  a  foreign  country,  whUe  ano- 
thn*  are  thereby  deprived  of  their  honest  dues. 
He  also  thought  it  irreconcilable  to  conscience 
in  legislators,  who  are  the  guardians  of  the  lives. 
as  well  as  property  of  the  people,  when'  they  will 
not  suffer  the  conreyance  of  the  smallest  parcel  of 
property,  made  bv  minors,  to  be  valid,  to  legalize 
a  contract  made  by  such  an  one,  without  the  sol- 
emnities required  from  persons  of  full  age,  in 
cases  much  less  important,  and  perhaps  entered 
into  in  a  thoughtless  moment,  by-  which,  if  he 
should  fail  in  the  performance,  he  might  become 
liable  to  be  shot.  On  the  whole,  he  said,  that  if 
the  war  were  popular,  as  many  gentlemen  affirm, 
it  might  be  well  worth  a  little^consideration  how 
far  It  will  go  in  support  of  that  idea  abroad,  when 
it  is  found  that,  to  carrv  it  on,  the  Government 
find  it  necessary  to  calf  to  their  aid  bankrupts 
without  principle,  and  boys  without  discretion. 

Mr.  WinoBBT.— Mr.  Speaker :  This  question 
has  been  ably  investigated  by  several  gentlemen, 
especially  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
who  is  Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee. 
But  there  are  two  points  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Boston,  which  have  not  been  answered  by 
any  one.  In  one  he  charges  the  Government 
with  being  nnder  French  influence.  The  other 
is,  that  the  will  of  the  Executive  is  the  law  of  the 
land.  And  to  elucidate  his  French  influence,  he 
gives  you  a  caricature,  showing  that  we  acted  as 
in  France.  I  will  answer  by  another-~it  is  of  a 
crowd  staadifig  hy  a  ahopkeeper's  door  in  Lou- 
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don ;  the  shopkeeper,  missing  a  piece  of  goods, 
cries  stop  thief;  the  thief,  finding  himself  likely 
to  be  discovered,  rnshed  through  the  crowd  cry^ 
ing.  louder  than  all  the  rest,  stop  thief!  This 
vill  apply  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  continually 
crying  out  French  influence,  for  no  other  reason 
but  to  hide  the  English  influence  in  our  country. 
This  is  an  artifice  which  has  no  foundation.  I 
have  often  beard  of  French  influence  at  home, 
but  never  could  discover  where  it  was;  nor  have 
1  ever  heard  of  the  French  Minister  of  State  ap- 
plauding "his  friends  in  Congress."-  Where  is 
this  French  influence  to  be  found  1  Is  it  in  the 
runners,  with  British  guineas,  from  one  end  of  the 
Union  to  the  other?  Sir,  there  is  an  old  Spanish 
proverb,  that  a  cover  was  never  big  enough  to 
nide  itself.  The  gentlemen  are  seen  through  much 
plainer  than  they  imagine.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  is  very  careful  to  state  that  he 
means  nothing  personal^  But  when  Jie  says  the 
will  of  the  Executive  is  the  law  of  this  nation, 
is  it  not  a  direct  reflection  on  the  majority  of  this 
House,  charging  them  with  a  want  of  independ- 
ence to  discharge  their  duty  as  the  Representa- 
tives of  a  free  people  \  and  whatever  gentlemen 
may  say  about  the  people  in  Massachusetts  re- 
sisting the  officers  of  Government,  I  believe  no 
such  thing — the  people  of  that  Stat«  will  not 
commit  any  overt  act  against  the  Oovernment  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitkin  remarked,  that  the  power  given 
,to  a  recruiting  officer,  to  enlist  minors,  was  a  new 
^principle.  It  had  not  been  acted  upon  before,  or 
since  the  Revolution — this  is  a  new  mode  of 
raising  an  Army ;  were  gentlemen  prepared  to 
adopt  this  new  principle?  Although  by  the  re- 
solves of  the  Congress  of  1776,  minors  could  be 
enlisted,  yet  apprentices  were  ezempted-^and  if 
any  were  enlisted,  yet.  on  proper  application,  they 
were  discharged ;  unless  it  could  be  shown  the 
enlistment  was  with  the  consent  of  their  mas- 
ters or  guardians.  By  the  law  of  '98,  the  Presi- 
dent certainly  could  direct  relative  to  the  size 
and  age  of  a  recruit — yet  to.  whom  did  heapply? 
Not  toapprentices— not  to  wards; — ^and  then  if 
an  officer  enlisted  an  apprentice  without  the  con- 
sent of  his  master,  he  could  be  taken  away  from 
him  by  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  officer 
held  liable  for  damages.  The  eleventh  section 
of  the  law  for  raising  an  additional  military  force 
contained  a  similar  provision— and  it  was  also 
necessary,  the  consent  of  the  master  or  guardian 
should  be  in  writing. 

Mr*  P.  did  not  intend  to  meddle  at  ail  with  the 
policy  of  war — he  should  confine  himself  to  the 
consideration  of  the  most  important  principle  con- 
tained in  the  third  section  of  the  bill.  The  effect 
of  this  bill  goes  to  infringe  all  the  State  laws. 
They  all  provide  for  the  relations  which  exist 
between  a  master  and  his  apprentice— a  guardian 
and  his  ward ;  if  the  apprentice  runs  away,  he 
can  be  procured,  and  brought  back,  and  some  of 
the  States  provide,  that  when  the  apprentice 
comes  affain  into  the  possession  of  his  master, 
that  he  shall  serve  not  only  the  itime  lost,  but  an 
4Ztra  time,  to  remunerate  his  mabtei  by  these 


services,  for  the  losses  he  has  sustained,     if  yoc 
take  away  his  apprentice  yon  deprive  him  of  his 
property — this  is  a  loss  to  the  master,  or  he  mnst 
recover  where  the  services  are  due ;  that  is,  of  the 
parent  op  guardian,  who  are  one  of  the  contract* 
ing  parties  to  the  indentures — and  where  is  the 
remedy  ?    Will  not  the  officer  be  also  liable  to 
the  State  laws?    Does  not  the  Constitution  say, 
no  laws  shall  be  passed  abrogating  contracts? 
This  bill  will  in  its  operation  sanction  the  Tiob- 
tion  of  contracts,  or  i t. means. nothing^*! C  sanc- 
tions the  right  to  take  away  the  property  of 
guardians,  parents  or  masters,  without  providing 
any  compensation  for  the  same.    I  repeat,  yon 
are-  introducing  a  new  principle  in  the  mode  of 
administering  Oovernment.      The  pressure  is 
also  beyond  comparison  unequal  on  the  Northern 
States.     Do  gentlemen  plead  the  necessity  of 
the  case?     Does  a  necessity  exist  superior  to 
the  taws  ?    Are  we  to  understand  that  the  aoiar 
populi  shall  rule  without  control  ?    If  not,  thea 
what  is  meant  by  this  grant  to  take  the  property 
of  your  constituents,  and  leave  them  no  remedy 
for  the  jinjury  ?    The  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  'Carolina  has  referred  to  the  practice  of 
other  nations.   Great  Britain  herself  never  incor- 
porated apprentices  into  her  armies. 

Mr.  Williams  admitted  that  apprentices  were 
exempt — but  minors  were  not. 

Mr.  Pitkin  agreed,  but  even  when  minors  are 
enlisted  without  the  consent  of  their  guardians 
or  masters,  they  can  be  released  by  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  I  believe  that,  in  1756,  Great 
Britain  passed  an  act  which  was  designed  to  ex- 
tend to  Only  the  colonies ;  it  allowed  iadented  ser- 
vants to  be  enlisted  into  the  army — but  this  act 
made  provision  for  the  master,  if  the  compensa- 
tion was  claimed  within  so  mimy  montha  after 
enlistment,  and- the  necessary  facts  were  proved 
before  any  two  j^ustices  of  the  peace.  Whether 
this  act  was  ever  carried  into  effect  I  do  not 
know— rbut  I  do  know  that  compensation  was 
provided  for  the  property  taken  from  the  master 
in  the  person  of  his  servant. 
^  I  admit  the  word  apprentice  is  not  direetlj 
mentioned  in  the  bill — and  I  cannot  say  posi- 
tively that  it  is  designed  to  extend  to  that  class 
of  our  youth*^erhapsnot — but  as  its  phraseology 
is  unqualified,  and  doubts  exist,  and  incalculable 
trouble  may  be  the  result,  why  not  make  the 
law  clear  and  explicit  ?  Is  it  possible  that  Con- 
gress can,  or  would  seriously  contemplate  injury 
to  private  property  ?  To  remove  all  doubts  on 
this  subject  and  future  trouble  to  the  States  and 
this  House,  the  bill  should  be  expressed  with  all 
possible  clearness  and  precision.  I  shall  vote 
for  amending  the  bill  by  strikin£[  out  the  third 
section,  and  on  the  final  question,  shall  vote 
against  it  altogether. 

Mr.  TaoDP.-^If  a  stranger  in  the  gallery  had 
listened'to  the  member  from  Massachusetta,  he 
would  have  supposed  that  the  provision  of  the 
bill  against  which  the  genlleman^s  anathemas 
were  most  vehemently  levelled,  authorized  the 
recruiting  sergeant  to  enter  the  house  of  the  citi- 
zen, drag  from  it  the  young  man,  and  transport 
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him,  loaded  with  chains,  (as  is  siid  to. he  the 
practice  of  one  natioo  of  Borope,)  to  the  armies. 
Who  would  hare  supposed  that  the  prorisiOB 
merely  authorized  the  recruiting  sergeant  to  ae> 
cept  the  yoluntary  service  of  the  ironng  man,  he- 
tween  eighteen  and  twenty-one?  The  service 
due  to  the  cbnntry,  prior  in  point  of  time,  para- 
mount in  obligation,  most  yield,  says  the  gentle^ 
man,  to  the  service  due  to  the  master,  the  parent, 
or  the  guardian.  If,  sir,  in  the  days  of  Rome's 
greatness,  if  in  the  proud  days  of  (irecian  glory, 
the  man  coald  have  been  found  base  and  hardy 
enough  to  withhold  the  yonne  tmen  from  the 

Enblic  service,  to  turn  them  from  the  path  of 
onor,  or  to  restrain  them  from  the  field  of  fame, 
he  would  have  been  hurled  from  the  Tarpeian 
Rock  or  consigned  to  the  Cave  of  Trophonios. 
The  young  man  is  preferred  here,  not  becaufe  he 
is  preieived  In  France,  but  because  his  physical 
constitution  and  his  moral  temperament  pecu- 
liarly'gualify  him  for  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
field  and  camp;  bodily  vigor  and  activity,  ardor, 
enterprise,  impetuosity;  without  family,  and  there- 
fore without  the  cares  which  family  involve.  No 
wife,  no  helpless  c h ildren .  Wi th out  care,  but  for 
his  country.  -  Withbut  fear,  but  for  her  dishonor. 
He  is  most  eminently  qualified  for  the  duties  of 
the  camp  and  the  field ;  all  experience  has  proved 
it.  But  the  gentleman  b  not  content  with  op- 
posing himself  to  the  patriotism  of  the  young 
men ;  he  is  not  less  opposed  to  the  increase  of 

Sy.  Mr.  T.  thought,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
ouse  the  other  day,  that  the  provision  had  been 
universally  approved.  He  was  the  more  surprised 
at  the  opposition  of  the  gentleman,  because  it  was 
this  provision  of  the  bill  which  went  to  eradicate 
that  vice  and  immorality  of  the  Army,  which  the 
gentleman  affected  so  much  to  deplore.  The  in- 
crease of  pay  had  two  objects^,  the  filling  the 
ranks,  and  the  general  respeeubiUty  of  the  Army. 
The  recruiting  service  had  suddenly  stopped  ;  it 
stopped  only  because  all  the  men,  which  were  to 
be  bad  for  sixteen  dollars  bounty,  and  five  dollars 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  were 
already^picked  up ;  to  ^et  more,  nothing,  could 
be  done  but  to  increase  the  pay  ;  the  qnantnm  of 
increase  was  the  only  question.  The  difiiculty  of 
enlisting  men  was  not  peculiar  to  us;  it  was  felt 
bv  every  nation.  Military  wages  bore  no  equita- 
ble proportion  to  the  ordinary  wages  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  stronger  and  more  despotic  Gk>vern- 
ments  of  Burope  force  was  resorted  to ;  in  the 
more  mild  and  moderate,  stratagem  and  fraud 
and  trick.  Who  had  not  heard  of  the  tricks  of 
recruiting  sergeants?  Under  our  own  Govern- 
ment, enlistments,  to  be  lawful,-  must  be  £air  and 
free  and  voluntary  ;  hence,  the  only  remedy  left 
us  was  increase  of  pay. .  But  the  filling  of  the 
ranks  was  by  no  means  the  most  important  ob- 
ject. The  increase  of  the  general  respectability 
of  the  Army  was  of  infinitely  more  imi>ortance. 
The  regular  service  had  been  brought  into  uni- 
versal disrepute  in  the  country.  The  cause  is- 
obvious;  it  was  the  ^we  dollars  per  month,  and 
nothing  dse.  There  was  nothing  ignominious 
or  disgraceful  in  tine  nature  of  the  employment ; 


on  the  contrary,  it  \b  honorable,  it  inspires  hooor- 
able  sentiments.  Ask  the  fitrmer  why  he  does 
not  encourage  his  son  to  euHst  in  the  service  of 
his  country  ?  He  answers  at  once,  that  he  can 
make  ten  dollars  a  month  on  the  farmi ;  that  if  he 
has  honesty  and  industry  anybody  will  hire  him 
for  ten  dollars.  Can- there  be  any  doubt  that,  by 
increasing  the  pay,  you  will  increase  the  numbers 
of  the  Army  1  not  only  so,  in  the  exact  propor- 
tion  as  you  increase  the  pav,  will  you  increase 
the  respectability.  It  is  self-evident.  Suppose, 
instead  of  sixty  dollars,  or  ninety  dollars  a  year, 
vou  would  agree  to  give  them  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, there  is  no  doubt  your  ranks  would  soon  be 
filled.  You  would  have  the  silk-stocking  gentry, 
(i  do  not  know  that  the  Army  would  be  much 
bei|er  for  that,)  you  would  cliance  to  have  a  few 
members  of  Congress,  perhaps  a  Secretarv  of 
State,  perhaps  an  ex-President;  you  would  at  least 
enlist  honesty  and  industry.  I  say,  sir,  the  in- 
crease of  the  ■  respectability  of  the  Army  at  this 
moment  is  of  infinite  importance.  With  every 
disposition  to  rely  on  the  militia  for  defence  and 
offence^  we  are  not  permitted  to  do  so  ;  the  mili- 
tia are  withheld  by  some  of  the  States.  The 
gentleman  and  bis  friends  have  withheld  the  mi- 
fitia  of  Massachusetts;  he  would  now  withhold 
the  regulars.  Give  character)  and  respectability 
to  the  Army,  and  when  in  a  spirit  of  jealousjr  or 
disaffection,  or  treason,  the  militia  should  be  with- 
held,' you  are  still  independent ;  you  are  still  a 
Gk>vernmtetfor  all  the  objects  oi  Government. 
If  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut — but  I  forbear  I 
Mr.  Maoon  said,  it  appeared  the  House  was 
now  in  a  situation  in  which  it  had  freqnenttv 
been  heretofore ;  that  is,  they  take  up  a  very  small 
subject  and  make  a  very  great  one  of  it.  The 
only  question  for  discussion  appeared  to  him  to 
be,  whether  or  not  they  would  enlist  into  the 
Army  young  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  twenty-one.  H6  was  very  sorr^  that,  at  this 
early  period  of  the  session,  a  discussion  had  been 
introduced  into  the  House,  which  had  at  all  times 
better  be  let  alone,  that  of  foreign  influence.  H-e 
did  not  mean  to  discuss  it ;  but,  if  gentlemen  were 
anxious  for  it,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  set 
aside  a  day  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject, 
and  go  about  it  methodically.  He  regretted  very 
much  that  the  feature  to  which  he  had  alluded 
had  been  inserted  in  the  bill ;  because  he  had  been 
in  hopes  that,  on  the  question  of  raising  the  pay 
of  the  Army,  they  would,  one  and  all,  have  man- 
ifested a  disposition  to  support  the  riehts  of  the 
country.  In  the  hope  that  they  would  yet  come 
to  an  agreement  on  the  subject;  that  they  could 
give  some  vote  of  unanimity  in  relation  to  the 
war,  he  should  move  for  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill,  with  a  view  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  the 
third  section.  It  appeared  to  him  that,  until  a 
man  had  acquired  noli lical  rights,  he  ought  not  to 
be  called  on  to  defend  his  country.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  says  the  principle  of 
this  section  already  exists  in  our  militia  laws.  I 
admit  it ;  and  hence,  I  have  always,  when  our 
militia  laws  have  been  under  considleration,  mov- 
ed to  strike  oat  '*  eighteen"  and  inaert  ^'  twenty- 
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cNie«"  I  hope,  if  we  do  not  take  recruits  under 
twenty-one,  we  wiU  alter  the  militia  laws  aiso, 
and  let  the  country  rely  for  its  defence  op  those 
who  manage  its  coneerns.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  consent  to  recommit  the  bill,  and,  in  some 
one  vote,  show  something  like  unanimity. 

Mr.  Ranuolph  rose  to  speak  at  the  same  mo* 
ment  with  Mr.  Macon,  who,  however,  being  first 
seen  by  the  Speaker,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  R.  said  that^  he  was  extremely  happy,  as 
he  did  not  notice  his  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
at  the  time  of  his  rising-^in  which  case  he  should 
certainly  have  given  way  to  him  according  to 
custom — that  he  had  caught  the  Speaker's  eye 
first.  I  was  about  to  rise,  said  Mr.  R.,  for  the 
purpose  oi  making  a  similar  motion ;  and  there 
are  considerations  on  which  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  dwell,  and  towards  which  I  will  not  even 
hint,  that  render  it  at  least  as  agreeable  to  me 
that  the  motion  for  recommitment  should  come 
from  that  respectable  and  weighty  quarter,  rather 
than  from  myself.  I  shall  vote  for  it  upon  the 
same  grounds  which  would  have  induced  ine  ul- 
timately to  vote  against  the  bill ;  because  it  con- 
tains provisions,  I  might  say  principles,  itnsus- 
ceptible  of  modification,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
hostile  to  all  those  principles  which  i  have  hith- 
erto entertained,  and  to  which  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  give  the  sanction  of  my  support.  I  shall 
not  vote  against  the  bill,  for  some  of  the  reasons 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on 
my  right,  (Mr.  CIuikot,)  with  more  of  eloquence 
than  temperance,  and  answered  in  a  style  not  dis- 
similar by  my  worthy,  friend  on- my  left,  (Mr. 
WiLUAMB.)  They  both  reminded  me  of  a  stroke 
of  perhaps  the  only  comic  poet  this  country  has 
produced: 

"  The  more  they  iDJored  their  side, 
Th^  more  argument  they  appUed." 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  tou(ihed  a 
chord,  which,  he  ought  to  hate  known,  was  that 
which  would  insure  the  passage  of  this  bill; 
which  would  excite  a  temper  that  would  indis- 
pose the  House  to  listen  to  the  still  small  voice  of 
conscience  and  of  reason,  h  sir,  shall  vote  for 
the  recommitment  of  this  bill,  and  for  reasons 
"which,  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  urge;  which  I 
hope  to  be  excused  for  adducing.  They  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  impressment, 
of  maritime  war,  of  the  invasion  of  Uanada,  of 
Indian  warfare;  but,  sir,  they  are  principles 
which,  from  length  of  time,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
have  grown  so  obsolete,  like  some  of  theolderstat- 
Qtes  of  those  countries  of  more  ancient  date  than 
ourselves,  that,  though  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
them,  I  am  almost  aMiamed  to  mention  them — 
they  are  those  professed  by  the  Republican  party 
in  the  year  1798,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  at- 
tempting, at  least,  to  support  in  those  days— the 
principles,  as  reduced,  to  record,  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  our  country  in  those  days. 
In  truth,  it  has  been  insinttated,if  not  asserted,  with 
much  more  of  candor  than  of  logical  address,  that 
the  principles  of  the  bill  are  those  of  the  former 
friends  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on 
ay  left,  from  whieh,  I  -suppose,  Itet  gentleman 


has,  in  some  way  or  other,  denerled.    This  goes 
to  prove,  as  far  as  the  authority  of  the  ^entleinan 
from  Vermont  and  of  my  worthy  friend  from 
South  Carolina  has  influence,  that  a  lon|t  course 
of  opposition  has  instilled  into  the  gentleman 
something  of  the  nrtneiples  which  did  not  belong 
to  his  friends  while  in  power ;  that  he  is  a  deserter 
from  his  party,  and  consequently  that  I  ha^e  re- 
mained a  faithful  sentinel  at  my  post.    I  did  not 
expect  to  hear  it  said,  sir^  rhat  this  bill  was  not  to 
be  opposed, because  a  similar  bill  had  been  passed 
in  what  used  to  be  called  the  Reign  of  Terror. 
In  other  words,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  it  stated 
that  the  principles  of  the  Administration  of  the 
predecessor  of  Jeflierson,  which,  I  suppose,  he 
would  now  be  as  ready  to  recant  as  any  man  in 
the  nation^  JBstified  the  bill;  that  it  ought  to  be 
passed,  because  it  was  faahiooed  in  conformity  to 
such  doctrines:    It  is  now,  sir,  I  think,  some  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  years  ago,  since  a  similar  ques- 
tion was  agitated  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  and 
it  was  my  rot  to  be  compelled  to  sustain  the  same 
side  of  thequestioa  which  I  sustain  to-day — ^for  I 
will  not  use  theqaaltfied  tetm^cUtempt  to  sustain, 
against  one  of  the  proudest  names  in  this  cooa- 
try — against  the  man  who  now  presides.  I  will 
not  say  with  what  splendor  of  abilities,'  at  the 
head  of  the  judicial  department  of  bur  Qovera- 
ment.    The  Houie  will  readily  agree  that,  plain 
nuist  have  been  that  question  whieh  could  have 
been  supported  with  such  unequal  odds;  that 
strong  must  have  been  that  side  of  the  argument 
against  such  an  advocate.    It  was  one  of  those 
occasions  on  which  the  gentleman  who  then  pre- 
sided in  the  House  declared  ^  he  never  witnessed 
a -more  oopromisinff  debate:"  it  was  so-<-foT  it 
was  one  of'  those  which  tended  to  put  that  gea- 
tieman  and  his  friends  into  the  situation  which  so 
many  of  them— I  will  not  say  all-^for  there  are 
some  illustrious  examples  to  the  contrary-- 4ttCo 
the  situation  which  many  of  tiiem  hare  stnce  oc- 
cupied.   It  was  an  assertion  of  the  great  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  Government  agaiast  ar- 
bitrary, high-toned  conrtly  notions.    The  party 
then  in  power  had  been  nearly  as  long  in  ofiiee 
as  the  party  tiow  in  power,  and  looked  at  the 
question  pending  before  them,  with  a  very  differ- 
ent eye,  while  they  wielded  the  sceptre,  than  that 
with  which  they  look  at  the  question  now,  when 
the  sceptre  is  applied  to  their  backs.    I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  I  fear  that  the  converse  of  the  propo- 
sition is,  in  a  great  desfree,  true,  and  that  those 
principles  which  1   then  supported,  and  which 
were  the  ^rroond  of  the  revolution  of  political 
sentiment  m  1801  which  thereafter  ensued,  have 
fallen,  as  it  wave,  in  abeyance ;  tkat,  in  foot,  we 
have  forgotten  our  oracle. 

I  have  said,  on  a  former  occasion,  and  if  I  were 
Philip,  I  would  employ  a  man  to  say  it  every  day, 
that  the  people  of  this  country,  if  ever  they  lose 
their  liberties,  will  do  it  by  sacrificing  some  gfreat 
principle  of  free  government  to  temporary  [las- 
si  on.  There  are  certain  ffreat  principles,  which 
if  they  her  not  held  inviolate  at  ail  seasons,  our 
liberty  is  gone.  If  we  give  them  up,  it  is  per- 
feetly  iminateriarwhat  is  the  ehataoter  of  oar 
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Sovereign;  whether  he  he  King  or  President, 
elective  or  hereditary — it  is  perfectly  immaterial 
"What  is  his  character — we  shall  he  slaves — it  is 
not  an  elective  government  which  will  preserve  us. 

Sut  I  am  afraid  I  have  fallen  somewhat  into 
error,  hy  wandering  from  the  course  I  proposed. 
On  tne  occasion  to  which  I  have  alluded,  I  main- 
tained that  the  provision  of  a  hill  then  pending, 
similar  to  that  I  now  object  to,  was  arbitrary,  un- 
constitutional, and  unjust,  because  it  was  in  the 
nature  of  an  ear  postjacto  law.  It  is  of  the^na^ 
ture  of  an  ex  pott  facto  law — it  is  more — it  tends 
to  exalt  the  military  authority  over  the  civile t 
is  this  or  it  is  nothing.  If  the  section  pronounce 
an  ambiguous  voice,  to  be  construed  according 
to  expediency,  then  is  there  so  much  greater  rea- 
son to  recommit  the  hill,  to  reduce  it  to  some  shape 
'which  shall  render  it  intelligible  to  the  meanest 
capacity.  It  goes  to  alter  the  nature  of  a  remedy 
— to  impair  the  obligatioA  of  a  contract.  A. man 
has  contracteli  a  debt,  and  his  creditors  arrest  him. 
He  enlists.  He  enlists  through  the  grates  of  a 
prison  or  within  the  limits  of  prison  hounds.  The 
contract  between  this  man  and  the  creditor  is 
varied  by  the  law,  because  the  remedy  of  the 
creditor  is  changed.  Liet  us  not  have  a  descant 
on  the  cruelty  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  the 
expediency  of  introducing  other  provisions  on 
that  subject.  That  is  not  the  question.  It  is  on 
a  law  for  exempting  a  particular  class  of  men 
from  those  penalties  and  provisions^  which  attach 
to  all  other  classes  of  society.  The  military  of 
all  classes  in  society,  that  class  which  we  are 
about  to  exempt  from  the  general  provisions  at- 
taching to  other  classes,  is  that  of  which  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  have  been  led  by  all  our  wri- 
ters, by  all  our  authorities,  to  entertain  the  most 
watchful  and  justly  founded  jealousy.  It  is  on 
principles  somewhat  analogous  to  these,  or  rather. 
the  same,  much  better  enforced,  that  an  opposition 
was  maintained  to  fi  law,  not  dissimilar  in  its 
provisions  from  this,  in  the  winter  of  1799-1800. 

In  the  fury  and  tempest  of  his  passion,  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina  seemed  to  o.verloolc, 
what  I  thought  he  would  he  one  of  the  last  to 
forget,  that  we  live  in  a  limited  Cxovernment,  pos- 
sessing restriclsd  powers^  which  we  cannot  ex* 
eeed.  Has  the  Conscitation,  with  the  most  jeaU 
oas  scrutiny,  defined  the  privileges  of  a  member 
of  this  House,  not  permitting  us  to  deQoe  our 
own,  and  made  our  principal  privilege  an  exem.p- 
tion  from  arrest ;  and  do  we  clothe  ourselves  with 
the  power  of  exempting  from  arrest,  ad  IHnlum, 
a  whole  class  of  society^-of  creating  a  privileged 
order  ?  We  are,  indeed,  a  privileged  order,  but 
we  are  privileged  by  tne  Constitatioa.  I  ask 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  whence  he 
derives  the  i>ower  of  creating  a  privileged  order, 
and,  shall  this  assumption  of  power  he  attempted 
in  favor  of  the  military,  of  all  other  classes  ?  In 
my  opinion,  sir,  the  section  to  which  I  have  had 
reference  is  freighved  with  most  fatal  consequen- 
ces. I  will  suppose  a  case.  Suppose  a  man  had. 
a  writ  served  upoa  him,  and  he  afterwards  en- 
lists ;  that  an  escape  warrant  is  taken  out  against 
him,  and  a  contest  ensues  betweei|  the  recruiting 


sergeant  and  the  civil  officer  for  this  man,  and, 
that  the  civil  authority  supports  its  officer  by 
calling  out  the  force  at  its  disposal.  What  would 
be  the  upshot?  What  is  it  to  lead  to  ?  I  need 
not  state  the  consequences.  These  principles,  sir, 
were  urced  thirteen  years  ago;  they  are  urjged 
now,  in  the  same  place,  and  on  the  same  occasion, 
I  cannot  consent,  in  deference  to  anv  gentlemen, 
however  great  their  zeal,  to  admit  that  I  merely 
urged  them  ai  that  time,  from  party  views,  to  put 
down  one  descrlpiion  of  persons  in  order  to  get 
into  their  warm  berths.  I  cannot  consent  to  such 
an  admission,  and,  therefore,  cannot  give  my  sup- 
port to  any  bill  which  contains  such  provisions. 
I  have  said  this  will  be  an  ex^poet  facto  law.  It 
is  so  \  it  operates  not  only  after,  the  ri^ht  has  ac- 
crued to  the  creditor  to  sue  out  his  writ,  but  after 
it  is  in  a  course  of  execution.  Let  me  put  another 
case.  Suppose  that  Coneress  wei-e  to  pass  a  law 
that  every  malefactor  under  the  sentence  of  death, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Army,  should  not  have  the 
sentence  of  the  law  executed  on  his  body.  Hjave 
you  not  as  good  a  right  to  dp  that  as  to  pass  this 
law  ?  Would  you  consent  to  see  a  scuffle  at  the 
gallows  between  the  civil  authority  and  the  mil- 
itary for  the  body  of  that  wretch?  ' 

.  I  will  put  another  case,  sir.  A  son,  who  Is  the 
only  support  of  a  widowed  and  aged  mother,  in 
some  moment  of  hilarity,  perhaps  oi  intoxication, 
led  astray  by  the  phantom  Glory,  enlists  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States.  I  speak  of  one  who 
is  a  minor.  Although  I  know  that  freemen  of 
this  country  cannot  be  property  in  the  sense  in 
which  a  slave  is.  property,  yet,  I  do  allow  that 
the  mother  has  a  property  in  the  time  of  that 
child ;  that  he  is  under  an  obligation  from  which 
no  human  law  can  absolve  him — an  obligation 
imposed  upon  him  by  the  maternal  throes  that 
issqed  him  into  life — hy  the  nourishment  ^rawn 
from  the  parent's  breast — by  the  cherishing  hand 
which  fostered  him  through  imbecility  and  in- 
fancy. You  have  not  a  right  to  take  him — I  hope 
then,  sir,  that  no  question  will  be  made  of  your 
power. 

I  put  another  case,  said  Mr.  R.  Although  an 
apprentice  and  a  minor  are  not  property  in  tbe 
sense  in  which  a  slave  is  property,  there  is  a 
class  of  men,  unluckily,  in  certain  parts  of  our 
country  (in  Philadelphia,  for  instance — I  mean 
that  class  called,  *^  redemptiondrs,''}  who  were 
sold  hut  yesterday  in  the  markets  of  that  city. 
Is  the  gentleman  who  represents  that  district 
(Mr.  SEYBfiaT)  williog  that  they  shall  absolve 
themselves  from  their  contract  by  enlisting  in 
the  Army  1  If  he  is,  I  am. .  A  redemptioner.  sold 
in  Philadelphia  for  a  term  of  years,  bought  in  the 
market  as  fairly  as  any  other  commodity — (I  say 
fairly,  because  bought  with  his  own  consent,  and 
as  he  believes,  for  bis  own  advantage)-^uch  a 
person,  if  tempted  to  enlist,  will,  unquestionali^ly, 
prefer  the  payand  emolument  of  a  soldier  in  your 
Army  to  his  present  situation.  With  regard  to 
apprentices,  I  very  much  fear,  sir,  that  those  who 
enlist  will,  for  the  greater  part,  be  of  that  descrip- 
tion for  whom  their  masters  have  advertised  six 
cents  reward,  and  forewarned  all  persons  from 
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harboring  them.  I  remember,  when  a  small  boy, 
to  have  seen  a  series  of  prints  by  Hogarth,  called 
"  The  Progress  of  Industry  and  Idleness."  The 
gradations  were  not  more  regular  than  natural. 
The  one  ends  with  wealth,  honor,  and  an  eli^ble 
matirimonial  connexion  with  the  daughter  of  his 
master,  with  whom  he  had  been  admitted  into 
partnership ;  the  other  is  brought  up  by  the  erib- 
bet.  Their  names  were  Thomas  Idle  and  Wil- 
liam Goodchild.  I  believe,  sir,  that  more  of  the 
Thomas  Idles  than  of  any  other  will  enlist  under 
this  law,  and  I  sincerely  hope  they  will ;  for  I 
yery  much  fear  that  even  William  Goodchild, 
after  he  has  gon^  through  the  discipline  of  a  camp 
for  five  years,  will  be  utterly  unfit  for  any  other  spe- 
cies of  employment.  This  is  not  all.  There  are 
other  considerations,  which  I  forbear  to  touch — 
which,  I  should  have  supposed,  would  have 
brought  themselves  home  to  the  bosom  of  every 
gentleman  in  this  House.  Personal  indisposition 
has  prevented  my  attendance  in  this  House,  and 
I  did  not  hear  of  this  bill  until  last  night.  It 
was  then  mentioned  to  me  by  one  who  is  fast  in 
the  old  faith,  and  has  often  brought  the  House  to 
a  recollection  of  good  old  principles;  and  I  did 
hope  that  they  would  this  day  have  received 
more  strenuous  aid  from  that  quarter  than  they 
have.  I  hope  the  House  will  refuse  to  pass  the 
bill,  if  it  were  only  to  show  that  there  is  some  one 
act  of  the  Administration  of  1799-1800,  which 
the  present  possessors  of  power  have' not  copied 
from  their  statute  book.  There  remains  only  this, 
and  the  eight  per  cent,  stock  loan — and  we  are 
saved  from  the  latter  only  by  the  infractions  of 
that  law,  which  we  impjeriously  refused  at  the 
last  session  to  repeal.  It  is  the  infractions  of  this 
law,  which  has  poured  money  into  our  cofiers,  and 
saved  us  from  the  disgrace  of  an  ei^ht  per  cent, 
loan.  There  is  another  part  of  this  bill  which 
strikes  me  as  being  inex^iedrent ;  but,  as  I  do  not 
wish  to  blend  considerations  of  expediency  with 
those  of  great  and  vital  principles,  I  shall  waive 
anything  on  that  head. 

1  am  of  opinion,  when  called .  into  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  the  militia  ought  to 
receive  better  pay  than  that  allowed  by  law ;  be- 
cause many  of  tnem  are  in  such  a  situation  that 
their  families  are  dependent  on  their  personal  ser- 
vices for  subsistence;  and  it  is  not  possible  that, 
at  the  present  rate  of  pay^  anything  can  be  spared 
by  the  soldier  for  his  family  at  home.  In  one  re- 
spect, I  think  my  worthy  friend  from  North  Car- 
olina has  indulged  rather  in  curious  speculations 
than  sound  practice,  when  he  would  refuse  to 
avail  himself  of  the  services  of  a  man  because 
he  has  no  participation  in  the  Government. 
Would  he  also  disfranchise  those  who  had  passed 
the  period  of  liability  to  militia  duty  t  I  know 
he  would  not  But  if  there  be  truth  in  his  po* 
sition,  that  no  man  should  be  called  to  perforth 
military  duty  who  has  no  agency  in  the  Govern- 
ment, it  would  foliow'that  no  man  should  have 
an  agency  in  Government  who  is  not  called  on 
by  it  to  perform  military  duty. 

Whether,  as  respects  the  regular  Army,  enlist- 
ments are  to  be  proeared  mora  readily  by  an  in- 


crease of  pay  or  bounty,  I  leave  to  those  moro 
skilled  in  military  affairs  than  myself  to  deter- 
mine.   But  it  strikes  me  that  it  is  not  by  ati    in- 
crease of  pay  that  you  will  obtain  any  addition, 
to  the  number  of  recruits.    Those  who  enlist  in. 
the  Army  do  it  not  with  a  view  to  the  pay,  but 
to  the  bounty.    Take  away  that,  and  I  venture 
to  say  you  may  treble  the  pay  and  you  will  hardly 
^et  men  to  enlist.    I  am  confident  you  would  not 
if  you  doubled  the  pay.    How  far  it  is  politic  in 
a  Government  like  that  of  the  United  States  to 
cherish  military  establishments  by  high  bounties, 
will  properly  be  a  subject  of  discussson  when  the 
bill  is  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  as  I  trust  it  will  be;  but  it  always  has 
appeared  to  ^me  that  if  you  wish  to  perpetuate 
any  establishment— to  rivet  it  on  a  nation — yon 
ought  to  make  it  as  *'  respectable"  and  lucrative 
as  possible.    What  is  the  reason  that  any  partic- 
ular class,  or  profession  in  society  has  held  its 
ground  against  all  opposition  ?    It  h&s  been  the 
respectability  of  the  csuling — the  lucrativeness  of 
it.    If  you  could  never  get  rid  of  the  Army  when 
it  was  neither  lucrative  nor  respectable,  do  yon 
expect  ever  to  get  rid  of  it  when  it  is  more  lucra- 
tive and  respectable— when  the  whole  youth  of 
the  country  is  embodied  in  it,  and  there  is  scarce- 
ly a  family  in  the  country  that  has  not  an  inter- 
est in  keeping  it  up?    My  eyes  were  caught  last 
night  by  a  paragraph  in  a  newspaper  announcing 
he  trial  of  a  deserter.    It  was  there  stated  that 
the  practice  had  becTome  so  common  as  to  en- 
danger  the  safety  of  the  nation.    Will  that  prac- 
tice be  diminished  by  an  increase  of  the  pay  of 
the  soldiers?    The  man,  who  was  conden^aed  to 
death  was  one  who  had  repeatedly  enlisted,  for 
the  purpose,  probably,  of  obtaining  the  bounty. 
When,  in  the  Roman  Republic — ^and  we  have 
been  tatight  by  my  friend  on  the  rigtit  to  refer  to 
them — the  army  became  not  only  a  part,  but  the 
whole  of  the  constitution,  was  the  army  ever  af- 
fected, in  point  of  number  or  power,  by  the  im- 
mense donatives,  the  vast  increase  of  pay  and 
bounty,  given  by  the  Emperors?    From  the  mo- 
ment you  make  the  Army  what  I  see  gentlemen 
desirous  of  making  it,  the  great  lucrative  and  re- 
spectable profession  of  the  country;  when  yon 
thin  the  ranks  of  law  and  of  medicine — and  in 
that  respect,  perhaps,  save  human  life,  if  not  hu- 
man blood — we  have  a  new  order  of  society,  a 
new  Constitution. 

Mr.  R.then  adverted  to  the  last  section  of  the 
bill.  He  Owned  it  was  with  some  unpleasant 
feelings  he  saw  this  provision  for  commutation 
of  service  from  a  five  years'  enlistment  to  enlist- 
ment during  the  war.  But  it  was  highly  possi- 
ble that  upon  this  as  well  as  other  topics,  on 
which  he  had  incidentally  and  very  digressively 
touched,  the  Bouse  has  heard  objections  and  ar- 
guments similar  to  those  he  had  used,  and  infi- 
nitely more  worthy  their  attention. 

Before  he  sat  down,  Mr.  R.  said  he  must  be 
permitted  to  remark,  that  although  he  should 
not,  as  be  intended,  from  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
of  the  day,  go  very  far  into  the  book  of  Chronicles, 
the  Records  of  1799^he  mnit  be  permitted,  and 
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the  House  would  excuse  him  for  it,  to  speak  in 
refereuce  to  transaetions  of  the  last  session,  on 
the  subject  of  Indian^  savages,  who  had  been 
brouebt  up  in  this  day's  debate.  The  House  mav 
not  have  troubled  its  recollection,  said  he,  with 
the  declaration  on  this  subject  at  that  day  made 
by  me,  and  which,  however  inconsiderately  made, 
I  still  adhere  to.  The  power  of  the  Indian  sav- 
ages within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  with 
Trhom  we  were  in  any  danger  of  coming  into 
collision,  was  broken  by  the  same  arm  which 
broke  the  fetters  of  British  dominion.  The  Peace 
of  Greenville,  which  followed  Wayne's  Indian 
war,  put  an  end  to  all  collision  between  us  and 
those  Darbarians  ;  and  there  never  was,  from  that 
time  up  to,  the  transaction  at  Tippecanoe,  any 
interruption  of  our  ascendency  over  them.  When 
the  present  President  of  the.  United  States  came 
into  power,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  bad  announced  the 
pacific  disposition  of  the  Indian  tribes,  who  were 
generally  linked  together  in  the  Message  with  the 
Barbarian  Powers  of  Europe.  This  declaration 
of  their  pacific  disposition  pad  been  reiterated  in 
each  Message  until'  that  of  the  last  session,  as  Mr. 
R.  proved  by  quotations  which  he  read.  In  the 
Message  at  the  opening  of  the  preceding  session, 
which  Mr.  R.  denominated  the  penultimate  ses- 
sion, their  pacific  disposition  was  distinctly  sla- 
ted. These  continued  declarations,  be  said,  were 
conclusive  on  the  subject  of  Indians  and  of  In- 
dian warfare. 

In.  my. desultory  way,  continued  Mr.  R.,  I  will 
make  another  remark,  as  to  the  pay  of  soldiers. 
I  had  always  understood  that  in  an  army  it  was 
the  policy  of  the  officers  to  .keep  the  soldiery- 
poor — I  beg  to  be  understood  as  speaking  of  reg- 
ulars only — that  as  Ions  as  the  men  were  flushed 
with  mouef,  they  made  by  so  much  the  worse 
sold iers-rt bat'  their  fitiiess  and  utility  as  soldiers 
was  in  the  inverse  proportion  to  the  goodness  of 
their  finances. 

With  respect  to  the  examples  of  ancient  Com- 
monwealths, it  must  be  obvious  to  gentlemen 
much  less  well  read  in  them  than  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  who  has  alluded  to  them,  that 
there  is  no  analogy  in  the  cases  he  cited  \  that 
their  Qovernments  were  anomalous,  having  no 
fixed  principles,  nothing  that  we  should  call  civil 
or  rational  liberty — that  they  were  ignorant  of 
the  liberty  of  conscience— that  they  had  not  rep- 
resentative Government.  How  then  can  there 
be  any  analogy  between  them  and  ourselves,  who 
sit  here  under  a  specific  and  limited  authority  ? 
None  I  believe  can  be  pointed  out. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir.  if  this  bill  be  not  recom- 
mitted, and  do  not  unaergo  alteration,  it  will  en- 
danger collisions  of  authority  between  the  State 
and  Federal  Government.  I  would  ask  by  what 
right  can  the  Federal  Government  undertake  to 
dispense  with  the  law  of  a  Slate  in  acase  of  con- 
tract between  two  citizens  of  the  same  Slate  ?  I 
would  ask,  with  deference  and  submission,  whe- 
ther the  State  courts  will  feel  themselves  bound 
by  this  law.  In  some  States  they  may ;  but  in  a 
majority  of  the  States  I  trust  they  will  not.  And, 
notwithstanding  what  the  genileman  from  South 


Carolina  has  said  on  the  subject  of  the  conduct 
of  Massachusetts,  it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that 
the  opposition  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  did  put 
an  end  to  Mr.  Adams's  war.    We  took  our  stand, 
sir,  and,  on  principles  for  which  I  have  been  at- 
tempting this  day  most  feebly  to  contend,  we 
triumphed.    The  patriotism  and  good  sense  of 
the  American  people  ratified  what  we  did.    If 
you  doubt  it,  look  to  the  authority.    At  a  session 
of  the  Virgin  ill  Legislature  in  1799  certain  reso- 
lutions were  passed  which  produced  nearly  the 
same  language  on  this  floor  in  relation  to  her  as 
we  have  to-day  heard  from  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.    They  would  not  be  dragooned 
into  the  measures  of  the  then  Admiaistration. 
These  resolutions  of  Virginia  begat<  in  other 
States  intemperate  resolves  in  favor  of  the  war 
with  France,  and  vituperative  language  respec- 
ting the  conduct  of  Virginia  and    Kentucky. 
These  resolves  were,  at  the  session  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Assembly  ensuing,  committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  which  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  was 
chairman,  and  a  report  was  draughted  by  him 
in  support  of  the  ground  then  taken  in  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  Keqtucky.    Mr.  R.  then  quoted 
some  of  these  resolutions,  in  which  tb^  Legisla- 
ture deprecate  the  war  with  France  as  unneces- 
sary, and  recommend  that,  instead  of  expending 
money  on  needless  armies  and  navies,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  husband  the  public  resources,  dbc. 
So  that,  said  Mr.  R.,  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
that  day,  as  laid  down  from  an  authority  not  less 
then  respected  by  those  out  of  power  than  now 
by  those  in  power,  the  true  policy  of  this  coun- 
try was — to  do  what?    Not  to  raise  volunteer 
or  military  corps,  hoi  to  lavish  your  funds  on 
regular  armies,  but  "  to  husband  the  public  re-^ 
sources.''    I  shall,  said  Mr,  R.,  in  conclusion,  go 
no  farther,  but  content  myself  wiih  having  proved 
that  I  am  an  irreclaimable  heretic — that  I  will 
not,  for  the  sake  of  expediency,  give  up  prin- 
ciples and  opinions  with  which  1  came  into  pub-  ^ 
lie  life — that  if  I  am  wrong  uow^  it  has  been  my 
misfortune  to  have  been  so  for  iourteen  years— 
and  at  least  for  one  period  of  niy  life,  that  I  had. 
the  fortune  of  erring  with  Plato  rather  than  being 
righ(  with  other  people. 

Mr.  WiLLiAjna  said  he  stood  reproved,  but  nois 
corrected,  by  thej^entleman  who  had  just  sat  down^ 
I  was  charged,  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  with  advocating, 
an  atrocious  principle,  and  I  throw  back  the  as- 
persion on  him  who  made  it — I  am  much  mis-  ^ 
taken  in  the  character  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, if  he  would  not  have  done  the  same  with 
as  much  "  fury"  at  (east  as  I  could.    I  stand  thea 
reproved,  sir, but  not  corrected.    I  have  advocated 
the  provision  of  this  bill  most  objected  to,  for 
three  reasons;  that  it  is  sanctioned  by  the  usage  ^ 
of  other  countries  and  of  our  own ;  that  it  is 
founded  on  the  same  principle  which  runs  through 
all  our  laws,  that  the  service  of  the  citizen  is  due 
to  the  nation  which  protects  him  and  in  the 
Government  of  which  he  participate-s;  and  that 
it  is  particularly  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  times.    These  reasons  have  not  been  met. 
Until  they  are  rebutted,  I  must  support  it.    On 
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this  occasion,  at  least,  it  cannot  ^e  alleged  that 
arguments  addressed  by^  members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  have  no  effect  on  this  ;  for  no 
argument  has  been  used  in  reply  to  those  which 
have  been  advanced  in  its  favor. 

With  respect  to  "dragooning"  Massachusetts, 
sir,  I  feel  no  more  disposition  to  do  it  than  that 
gentleman ;  I  believe  he  would  shrink  with  as 
much  intrinsic  abhorrence  from  measures  openly 
advocated  in  that  country,  as  I  would.  Her 
leaders  dare  not  tell  the  people  that  they  refuse 
to  grant  their  physical  force  to  support  the  coun- 
try's independence — to  save  it  from  British  dom- 
ination. The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
did  not  say  so.  They  writhe  under  the  lash,  but 
dare  not  defend  their  conduct.  There  is  no  point 
of  contact  between  her  and  the  Union — God  for- 
bid there  should  be ! — but  if  there  should  be,  I 
would  be  one  that  would  teach  her  to  know  her 
duty.  Is  the  opposition  of  Virginia  in  the  days 
of  terror,  to  be  compared  to  that  of  the  present 
rulers  of  Massachusetts?  The  opposition  of  the 
one  was  Constitutional — that  of  the  other  is  not. 
Yes,  sir,  I  do  hope  that  the  ^^thority  of  the 
Union  and  of  that  State  may  never  come  in 
contact,  that  we  may  not  be  under  the  necessity 
of  putting  down  the  desperate  measures  of  that 
State.  Sir,  when  we.are  insulted,  when  we  are 
"  dragooned"  for  endeavoring  to  put  our  country 
in  the  armor  the  tiroes  call  for.  when  an  attempt 
is  made  to  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  defence  ;  I, 
for  one,  will  not  refrain  from  expressing  my  sen- 
timents of  such  conduct  and  of  the  remedy  for  it. 

Mr.  BiGELOW  rose,  he  said,  not  to  enter  into 
this  discussion,  but  to  express  his  regret  that  any 
remarks  had  been  introduced  into  debate  irrela- 
tive to  the  subject,  and  particularly  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  Massachusetts.  He  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  say 
that  the  Representatives  from  that  State  writhed 
under  the  lash,  but  dare  not  defend  the  conduct  of 
their  Executive.  When  the  subject  should  come 
properly  before  the  House,  the  gentleman  would 
nnd  them  not  loth  to  enter  into  debate  and  to 
defend  the  conduct  of  the  authorities  of  the  State 
in  the  case  alluded  to.  He  had  risen,  he  said, 
for  no  other  purpose  but  to  give  this  intimation. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Randolph)  had  made  it  his  duty  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  few  remarks.  Mr.  J. 
said  the  House  would  recollect  that  at  the  last 
session  he  advanced  the  position,  and  indeed  had 
stated  that  there  was  satisfactory*  evidence  to 
prove,  that  the  Indian  tribes  hostile  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  been  stimulated  by  British  gold  or 
British  influence,  dr  the  local  authorities  in  Can- 
ada acting  under  the  sanction  of  the  British 
Qovernment,  to  take  up  arms  against  the  people 
of  this  country,  and  to  murder  unarmed  and  de- 
fenceless individuals  on  our  frontiers.  The  House 
will  recollect  that  this  fact  was  either  denied  or 
considered  problematical  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  ;  who  at  the  same  time  gave  a  pledge, 
that  could  he  believe  that  such  was  the  raet,  he 
would  not  only  vote  for  a  declaration  of  war 
against  Britain,  but  he  would  march  himself 


with  him  (Mr.  J.)  to  Canada,  to  take  possession 
of  that  country:  that  on  the  present  occasion  the 
same  fact  was  denied,  and  the  same  pledge  re- 
newed, and  a  Message  from  the  President,  of  181 0. 
had  been  read  to  prove  the  friendly  dispositions 
of  the  Indians  and  to  deny  the  fact  of  their  hos- 
tility.   Mr.  J.  said,  h6  asked  the  gentleman  ixrhe- 
ther  he  denied  the  hostility  of  many  tribes  of 
Indians  to  the  United  States?    Would  he  deny 
the  fact  that  the  savages  were  employed  by  Gen- 
eral   Brock  at   Detroit    and   at   dueenstown  ? 
Would  he  deny  that  the  savages  were  now  in  the 
employ  of  Great  Britain  in  Canada,  clothed,  fed 
and  paid?    Would  he  deny  what  was  admitted 
by  official  communications  from  British  officers, 
and  What  was  seen  by  our  countrymen  in  arms  ? 
Would  he  deny  that  after  the  surrender  of  De- 
troit. Fort  Wayne  was  attacked  and  invested  by' 
the  same  tribe  of  Indians  that  is  now  in  British 
pay  and  British  influence,  and  that  two  hundred 
British  regulars  and  Canadians  together  with 
about  one  thousand  savages  had  traversed  a  wil- 
derness of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Mai- 
den until  they  reached  within  thirty  miles  of 
Fort  Wayne,  with  cannon  to  aid  in  the  attack 
upon  that  place ;  but  who  were  fortunately  driven 
awav  and  compelled  to  retreat  by' the  left  wing 
of  tne  Northwest  army?    Would  he  d^ny  that 
the  Indians  fought  against  us,  and  by  the  side  of 
British  regulars,  near  Brownstown,  where  ihey 
were  defeated  by  the  valor  of  our  troops  t  Would 
be  deny  that  the  same  hostile  savaged  had  fallen 
upon  our  frontier  after  the  surrender  of  Hail, 
committing  their  barbarities  until  checked  by  the 
forces  from  Kentucky  and  Qhio  7    Mr.  J.  said  it 
was  no  longer  a  matter  of  opinion  or  belief,  but  a 
notorious  positive  fact — where  then,  he  required, 
was  the  promise  of  co-operation  ?    Where  was 
the  pledge  that  had  been  given — or  was  it  sup- 
posed  that  the  British  were  now  justified  in  em- 
ploying the  savages  to  cburder  defenceless  women 
and  children,  or  to  employ  them  in  a  contest  be- 
tween civilized  nations  ?    Mr.  J.  said  he  had  not 
been  unmindful  of  the  pledge  which  bad  been 
given — he  thought  of  it  when  he  was  in  pursuit 
of  the  savages  in  company  with  brave  and  patri- 
otic men.    He  should  have  been  much  gratified 
to  have  had  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  bv  his 
side,  not  only  in  the  pursuit,  but  he  would  have 
been  more  gratified  to  have  found  the  enemy. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  pursue 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  other  remarks 
which  he  had  made.  The  gentleman  had  enume- 
rated principles  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  at 
some  period  destroy  the  Republic.  Mr.  J.  said 
the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  cause  of  the 
Republic  would  be  much  more  likely  in  his  opin- 
ion to  be  jeopardized  if  the  gentleman  was  to  suc- 
ceed in  his  opposition  to  a  war,  which  was  not 
only  just  on  our  part,  but  one  which  could  not  be 
avoided. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  spoken  o( 
his  own  consistency  and  his  standing  at  his  post 
as  a  faithful  sentinel ;  which  was  all  admissible. 
But,  not  satisfied  with  this  declaration,  the  Fede- 
ral gentlemen  werereprasentedat  having  changed 
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Propose^  New  State, 


H.  OP  R. 


from  the  hfffh-tooed  measures  and  principles  in 
the  Reign  or  Terror  and  become  advocates  of  in- 
dependence and  freedom — and  that,  of  tbe  Repu1>- 
licans  in  this  House,  the  majority  bad  abandoned 
their  old  Whig  principles.  Mr.  J.  observed,  that 
if  the  day  was  not  almost  gone,  and  the  patience 
of  tbe  House  exhausted,  he  should  feefit  his  duty 
to  resort  to  the  records,  the  Journal  of  the  House, 
and  examine  tbe  correctness  of  the  gronnd  which 
had  been  assumed,  but  jiot  maintained,  as  to  the 
consistency  of  gentlemen.  For  his  part,  (Mr.  J. 
said)  he  should  content  himself  with  stiyin^  he 
believed  the  majority  were  supporting  the  great 
cause  of  the  country,  of  independence  and  free* 
dom,  and  that  an  opposite  course  had  an- opposite 
tendency. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  tbe  biU,  and  lost.  For  recommitment 
42,  against  it  62. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said  bill 
do  pass ;  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative'— yeas  64, 
nays  37,  as  follows : 

YsAt — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ezekiel 
Bacon,  Barweli  Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Butler,  John  C  Calhoun,  Frands 
Carr,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
Lewi0  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Catts,  Rog- 
er  Davii,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  filiafl  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghoison,  Peterson  Ooodwyn, 
Boiling  HiOl,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.Harper,  Aylett  Hawes, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
Abner  Lacock,  William  Lownd^,  Aaron  Lyle,  George 
C.  Maxwell,  WilUam  "McCoy,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arnnah  Metcalf,  SanMiel  L.  Mttchill,  iamea  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton» 
Jamea  Pleasants,  jmi.,  Benjamin  Pondy  William  M. 
Richardson,  John  Rhea«  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebeneaer  ^sge,  Lemuel  Sav^yer,  A4am  Seybert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  junior.,  David  R.  Williams,  William 
Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,- James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,' Jan.,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  JQh.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald 
McBtyde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Joseph  Paarson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliaha 
R.  Potter,  Joeiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  Hemy  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Thomas 
Sammonsy  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Stmrgea,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamm  Talhnadge,  Labaa  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  and  Thomaa  Wilson. 


MoNDAt  November  23. 

Mr.  .N»WTON,  from  tha  Committee  of  Com* 
mcree  an4  Mamifaotures,  preaeated  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  me  of  li^eoaes,  or  JNtp^ni  inu^d  uirder 
the  authority  of  any  foreign  GkPvernment ;  whieh 
was  wad  twice ;  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  C^evsa,  from  the  Committee  of  VftLjB  atiid 
Means,  presented  a  biH  iiMikiB;  att-appropriation 
i2th  CoK.  dd  Sbss. — 7 


to  defray  expenses  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred, 
(QBder  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  a-  de- 
tachment from  the  militia  of  tbe  United  States," 
which  was  read  twieej  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitree  of  the  Whole  to-d^y. 

The  House  immediately  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Wh6le,  on  the  said  bill ;  which 
having  been  considered,  and  the  blank  for  tbe  ap- 
propriation having  been  filled  with  "one  millioa 
of  dollars,"  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ; 
and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

PROPOSED  NEW  STATE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poinoeztbr,  'the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  amhorize  the  people  of  Mississippi  Terri-' 
tery  to  form  a  const itatiqn  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  the  same  into  the 
Uriion. 

Mr.  Richardson  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  aapported  by  Mr.  Pitkin, 
principally  on  the  ground  of  the  inexpediency, 
on  general  principle,  of  giving  to  a  Territory  em- 
bracing a  population  of  only  twenty  or  thirty 
/thotisand  souls,  a  representation  in  tbe  S^ate 
equal  to  that  possessed  by  other  States,  son>e  of 
which  contained  a  million  of  inhabitants.  Ano- 
ther objection  was,  tbftt  the  bill  proposed  to  in- 
corporate lifithin  a  State  the  town  and  citadel  of 
Mobile,  now  in  possession  of  a  foreign  Power  j 
and  thus  make  it,  the  duty  of  a  State  to  expel 
from  its  territory  a  force  which  tbe  President  had 
not  thought  fit  to  remove. 

The  motion  'was  opposed'  by  Mr.  Poindeztbii, 
who  contended  that  the  population  of  tbe  Terri- 
tory was  much  greater  than  was  represented;  and 
even  if  it  were  not  what  it  is,  that' a  precedent 
wa!i  to  be  found  in  the  incorporation  of  Ohio  and 
of  Louisfana.  He  represented,  in  slowing  terms, 
the  anxiety  of  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  be " 
enabled  to  bear  their  share  of  tbe  expense  as  well 
aa-the  dangers  of  tbe  present  war  in  sopport  of 
oar  just  rights;  in  which  cau9e  they  had  already 
employed  twelve  hundred,  militia,  which  the  gen- 
tleman could  not  say  of  the  populous  State  he 
represented;  and,  if  that  were 'oot  enough,  they 
were  ready  t9  put  a  bayonet  into  the  hands  of 
every  man  in  the  Teiritory  capable  of  bearing 
arms.  As  to  the  oceapaocy  ot  Mobile  by  the 
Spaniards,  it  waa  not  a  valid  objection ;  but  if  it 
wefe,  he  said  he  hoped  it  would  aoon  be  invali- 
dated; he  irosted  that  the  spirit  of  the  country 
would  aid.  the  disposition  of  the  Executive  to 
repel  every  foreign  enemy  from  our  territories. 

The  motion,  to  strike  put  the  firat  section^waa 
negatived,  yeas  24. 

After  some  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  Coni- 
mitten  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  House.  ■ 

Mr.  Pitkin  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  out 
tb^firsfsection  of  the  bill;  which  was  negatived 
by  a  large  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 
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Michigan  Territory — Mississippi  Territory, 


November,  1812. 


ToesDAY,  November  24. 

Mr.  Jennings  said  he  had  a  resolutioD  which 
he  wished  to  submit  for  the  coni^ideration  of  the 
House.  He  said  he  had  just  received  ioformattoD 
that  the  Indians  had  again  made  incursion  upon 
the  frontiers  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  bad 
killed  several  persons.  That  almost  the  whole 
of  the  extensive  frontier  of  that  Territory  had 
been  left  to  the  necessity  of  defending  themselves 
against  their  inroads.  That  it  was  impossible 
for  the  frontier  inhabitants  to  shield  themselves 
from  their  secret  and  unforeseen  attack,  udless 
they  neglected  their  ordinary  avocations  and 
bestowed  their  whole  time  exclusively  to  the  pur- 
pose of  defence. 

He  said  that  the  fronHer  of  that  Territory,  ex- 
tensive as  it  was,  had  not  enjoyed  (one.  hour  of 
security  and  repose,, from  the  protection  of  the 
one  company  or  Mounted  Rangers^  which  had 
been  allotted  for  its  defence,  except  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Vincennes,  and  on  the  river  Wabash. 
That  the  balance  of  the  frontier,  which^  on  ac- 
count bf  the  manner  in  which  the  Indian  title 
had  bet>n. extinguished,  included  a  distance  not 
less  than  two  hundred  miles,  bad  been  left  to  de- 
fend themselves,  whHe  every  description  of  force 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  bad 
been  ordered  to  the  northwestern  cixtreme  of  the 
Territory,  and  even  the  mililia  from  the  former 
unprotected  part  of  the  frontiers,  had  been  ordered 
to  the  same  point,  and  the  wives  and  children 
of  some  of  them  had  been  massacred  in  their 
absence^ 

Mr.  J.  th^n  subtmitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Ecfohed,  That  the  committee  on  that  part  of  the 
President's  Message  which  rejatas  to  military  affairs, 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieiicy  of  authori- 
zing the  President  of  the  United  -States  to  cause  two 
additional  companies  of  Mounted  Rangers  to  be  raised 
for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  of  .the  Territory  of 
Indiana. 

MICHIGAN  TERI^ORY. 

Mr.  PQjNn£xTER  offered  the  following  resiolfi- 
tion  for  consideration : 

Hesoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  'to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  inta  two  separate 
governments,'' passed  on  tbe  1  Idi  day  of  January,  1806,^' 
and  of  providing  more  effectually  for  the  government 
of  Michigan  Territory  ;  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  object  he  had  in  view  in 
moving  this  rei-olution,  was  to  get  rid  of  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  thar  Territory.  Since  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit  their  functions  had  ceased  ;  yet 
they  continued  to  receive  |heik'  salaries,  whilst  one 
of  them  is  a  British  prisoner  and  another  has  ac- 
eepted  a  commission  under  th^  British  authority. 
He  wished  to  reorganize  the  government,  and 
enable  the  proper  authority  to  appoint  other  offi- 
cers, and  such  perhaps  as  would  administer  the 
government  of  the  Territory  better  than  here 
tofore. 

Mr.  Rbba  bad  no  objection  to  tbis  resoluticmt 


he  said,  so  far  as  it  went  to  affect  the  officers  ;  but 
to  a  repeal  of  the  law  in  tolo  he  had  a  strong  ob- 
jection. He  thought  it  would  be  construed  to 
express  an  idea  that  some  sort  of  relinquishment 
had  taken  place  by  the  United.  States,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  temporary  occupation  of  that  Ter- 
ritory by  a  foreign  Power. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEA  modified  his  resolution  so  as 
to  read  *' repealing  or  modifying"  the  act,  dS&c. 

Mr.  Jennings  (delegate  from  Indiana)  wished 
to  ascertain  the  particular  object  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTBR  stated  that  his  object  was 
merely  to  wipe  off  the  present  roll  of ,, officers  of 
that  Territory,  and  appoint  others  made  of  more 
sterling  stuff.  They  were  at  present  rather  in  a 
deranged  state,  it  seemed  to  him ;  one  of  them 
prisoner  to  the  British,  and  the  other  having  ac- 
cepted an  appointment  of  Secretary  of  State,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  from  them.  He  bad 
no  id^,  he  said,  of  r'e-attacbing  Michigan  to  Indi- 
ana by  repealing  the  lawv 

Mr.  Jennin«8  appeared  to  acquiesce  in  the  mo- 
tion, since  it  was  not  intended  to  re-unite  the 
Territories. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  resolution 
the  words  *' repealing  or." — Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table — 
Negatived. 

Mr.  Stanford  objected  to  the  resolution,  as  go- 
ing to  provide  further  for  the  government  of  a 
Territory  not  in  fact  in  our  possession.  He  moved 
to  postpone  the  resolution  to  Thursday. — Mo- 
tion lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  re^olaiioo, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Poiif DEXTER,  MK  Morrow,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Htnbman,  and  Mr.  Cooke,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

An  engro!-Fed  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  to. form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  mto  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  read  the  third  time;  and, 
on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmaiive-— yeas  63.  nays  39,  as  follows : 

YsAB'^WilliB  AUtonJr.,  William  Anderson,  Daniel 
Avery,  David  Bard,  Burwell  DasMti,  Robert  Brown, 
Winiam  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis 
Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davia,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Eaile, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Keshack  Franklin ,  Tho- 
mas  OholaoQ,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  'Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  BoIUng  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Ricbard  M.Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
WUIiam  R.  King,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nati^aniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Aronah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Stephen  Ormaby,  Israel  Pickens,  James 
Pleaaanis,  jn,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Bbeneser  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeneaer 
Seaver,  John  SmiHe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  TaliaierrOb  George  M.  Troup,  Robert 
WhitabiUt  Tbomas  Wilson»  and  Richard  Wina. 
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Nays — ^Ezekiel  Bacon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Adam   Boyd,  James  Breokeoridge,  Elijah 
Brigbam,  Frauds  Carr,  Epapbroditus  Champiqp,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
William   Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Creorg^  C.  Maxwell,  James  Mil  nor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Rich- 
ardson, William  Rodmkn,  Thomas  SaiAraons,  Adam 
Seybert»  Philip  l^oart,  LewiM  B.  Storges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner, 
jr.,  Pierre  Van  OortUndt,  jr.,  Labaa  Wheaton,  ^d 
Leonard  White. 


Mha 


Wednesday,  NoTember  85. 

Mr.  GholboNj  from  the  Committee  of  Claims/ 
preseoied  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Shattuck; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis-, 
trict  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  building,  a  jail  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lewis  also  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  an 
insurance  company  against  fire  io  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

.  Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  re- 
lates to  naval  affairs,  have  leave  to  report  a  bill 
for  an  increase  of  the  Nkvy  ;  and  that  the  same 
committee  have  leave,  also,  to  report  a  bill  re- 
lating to  Navy  pensions. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  GUERRIERE, 

Mr.  Bassbtt  commanieated  to  the  House  the 
fQliowio^  docaments: 

NxTt  DxFABTXxvT,  fhv.  31,  1812. 

8iB :  In  order  to  enable  the  committee  to  form  a 
satisfactory  opinion  as  to  the  compensation  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  officers  and  erew  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, for  the  capture  and  subsequent  destruction  of 
the  British  frigate  the  Guerri^,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  to  you  that  the  Constitution  rated  44,  and 
mounted  55  guns ;  that  ,the  Gkrerriere  nted  3^  and 
mounted  •  54  guns.  The  Gnerriere,  althongfa  entirely 
dismasted,  and  in  other  respects  mnch  crippled,  could 
have  been  brought  into  port,  without  incurring  any 
other  risk  than  that  of  recapture ;  but  Captain  H^ll 
conceived  that,  if  he  had  manned  the'Gu^rriere,  for 
the  purpose  of  sending  her  into  port,  he  would  hfive 
so  far  reduced  the  crew  of  the  Constitution  that  he 
might  have  subjected  both  vessels  to  capture.  He 
presumed  that,  under  all  circumstances,  it  would  be 
better  for  him  to  destroy  the  Guerriere,  and  preserve 
the  force  of  the  Constitution  unimpaired,  and  uis  hav- 
ing done  so  unquestionably  proceeded  from  the  most 
patriotic  considerations. 

The  Guerriere  was  a  frigate  of  the  first  class  in  the 
British  navy;  and,  no  doubt, .when  the  engagement 
between  the  Constitution,  and  her  commenoeid,  she 
was  oompleteiy  fitted  in  all  respects  for  the  most  se- 
rious service*  The  cost  of  soehji  ship,  independency 
ol  li0c  slomi.«oald  »ot  have  b^en  less  than  two  hiui- 


dred  thousand  dollars,  and  her  .stores  were  worth.  Id 
a(l  probability,  fifty  thousand  dollars  at  least ;  besides, 
she  had  on  board  a  number  of  prise  goods,  the  value 
of  which,  cannot  be  ascertained ;  but  was  probaMj 
equal  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  more.  So  that  the 
whole  value  of  the  Guerriere,  her  stores  and  prixe 
goods,  at  the  time  the  action  commenced,  may  fairly 
be.  estimated  at  three  hundred,  thousand  doilarsi 

Had  Captain  Hull  have  incurred  the  risk  before 
mentioned,  and  succeed^  in  getting  the  Guerriere 
into  port,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution, 
considering  the  Guerriere  as  her  equal,  would  have 
been  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  Guerriere,  her  stares 
and  prise  goods.  Sooner,  however,  than  run  the  risk 
of  losing  the  Constitution,  he  determined  to  destroy 
the  whole.  The  question  then  arises,  what,  under 
tbfse  circumstances,,  ought  the  officers  and  crew  to  be 
allowed  ?  For  uiy  own  part,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
giving  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  would  not  be  too  liberal  a  proviaion, 
or  too  great  an  encouragement  lor  the  great  gallantry, 
skill,  and  sacrifiee  of  interest,  displayed  on  this  ocea* 
sion ;  and  I  am  persuaded,  that,  if  such  a  provision 
were  made,  .the  difficulties  of  manning  our  frigates,  at 
present  experienced,  would  vanish. 

It  may'  further  be  remarked,  that  Captain  Hull, 
while  on  the  cyruise  tm  which  he  captured  and  de- 
stroyed the  Guerriere,  burnt  two  Enemy's  vessels,  via : 
tho  brig  Lady  Warren  and  the  brig  Adeora,  uid 
obliged  the  enemy  to  burn  the  brig  Dolphin,  with  a 
cargo  of  hemp  and  Russia  goods,  and  to-,abandon  an 
English,  barque  laden  with  timber:  for  no  part  of 
which  have  the  officers  or  prew  of  the  Constitution 
received  any  compenafttion. 

.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

Hon.  B.  Bassxtt. 

WASHtireToir,  Nov.  23,  1813. 

8iR  {  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  the 
hon<Vr  to  state  to  you  that  my  opinion,  as  to  the  value 
of  the  Guefriere,  at  the  time  the  action  between  her 
and  the  Constitution  commenced,  is,  that,  exdusively 
of  her  stores  and  prize  goods,  she  was  probably  worth 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  my  impression  is, 
that  her  stores  an<I  prize  goods  must  have  been  worth 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. ' 

I  am  informed  that,  independently  of  their  stores^ 
the-  frigate  President  cost  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars;  that  the  Chesapeake  cost  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  the  Con- 
gress cost  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand 
dollars^  These  vessels  were  certainly  built  on  good 
terms ;  and  it  is  from  their  cost  that  I  form  my  idea 
as  to  the  probable  value  of  the  Guerriere ;  and  my  im- 
pression as  to  the  value  of  her  stores  and  prize  goods 
is  derived  from  personal  observation  and  information 
obtained  on  the  occasion  from  different  persons. 

I  h|ive  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
orient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 
'     Hon.  BuBwxLL  Bassstt,  Ckmrman,  4^. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

Mr.  Cheves.  from  the  Committee  of  Way» 
and  Means,  made  the  followinflr  report: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
refoned  ,80  much  of  tEe  Pteaident's  liemge  of  the 
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4lb  instant. as  relates  to  the  late  importationa  of  Brit* 
ifih  manufacturea ;  also,  the  petitions  of  sundry  mer- 
chants (enumerated  in  the  report)  report,  that  they 
have  bestowed  on  the  subject  a  degree  of  attention 
proportioned  to  its  importance ;  that  they  hJave,  in  the 
present  investigation,  confined  themselves  to  the  cases 
of  importations  directly  /ronr  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  that  the  result  of  their 
examination  and  inquiries  will  be  found :  i 

Ist.  In  a  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

2d.  In  a  detailed  examination  of  committees  of  mer- 
chants fh>m  Boston,  ^ew  York,  PbUadelphia^  and 
Baltimore,  and  some  ftcpompanying  documents. 

8d.  In  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Kussell,  late  Charg^ 
des  Affaires  of  the  United  Blates  at  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, whot  at  the  request  of  th^  committee,  ,was  so 
obliging  as  to  attend  them  and  give  |his  statement. 

That,  on  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  the  commit* 
tee  are  of  opinion,  that  ths  Secretary  of  the  Treaauxy 
has  full  power  to  remit  or  mitigate  the  penalties  snd' 
forfeitures  incurred,  should  an  interposition  in  either 
way  be  called  for  by  the  cireomstances  of  the  case ; 
they,  therefore,  recommend  that  it  be 

BesoUoed,  That*  it  is  inexpedient  to'  legislate  upon 
the  subject,  and  that  the  petition,  vnth  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  be  refen'ed  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

The  said  report  was  read,  referred  to  a  Com- 
iDittee  of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

MEDALS  AND  PRIZE  MONET.. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  BASSBTr/the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  report  of  the  Naval  Committee  on  the  pro- 
posed vote  of  a  gold  medal  to  Captain  IsaAc  HuU. 
fate  commander  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  ana 
silver  medals  to  the  other  officers,  and  a  sum  of 
— —  thousand  dollars,  to  be  distributed  as  prize- 
mooey  among  the  officers  and  crew,  as  an  expres- 
sion of  the  sense  entertained  by  this  HouM  of 
their  bravery  and  conduct  in  attacking  and  van- 
quishinff  the  British  frigate  Qoerriere. 

Mr.  Sa89Ett  spoke  in  support  of  the  resoltt* 
tion*  He  stated  the  magnitude  of  the  achieve* 
ment;  the  amount  of  value  of  the  capture;  and 
assigned  many  reasons  partictilarly  in  favor  of 
the  donation  to  the  officers  and  crew,  on  whom 
collectively  he  proposed  to  bestow  the  sum  of 
•100,000,  and  made  a  motion  to  that  effect.  He 
said  the  prize  money  arising  from  the  capture, 
had  not  the  public  service  required  the  destruc- 
tion of  tbe  Guerriere,  would  have  amounted  to 
much  more;  and  the  merjts  of  those  concerned 
in  the  capture  entitled  them  to  this  remunera- 
tion. He  dilated  on  the  present  low  price  of 
wages  on  board  our  public  ships,  and  adverted  to 
the  seaman's  hardships  and  the  seaman's  risk,  dbc. 

The  question  on  filling  up  the  blank  with  ^*oBe 
hundred  thousand  dollars,"  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — 50  to  37. 

Tbe  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  M'Kbe  stated  that  his  mind  was  not  made 
Qp  on  this  subject;  that  some  documents  had 
beao  read)  which  on  perusal  might  affect  his  de- 


cision. He  wished  them  printed ;  he  desired 
time  also  to  consult  the  Constitution  as  to  the 
power  of  the  House  to  vote  away  money  in  this 
manner.  He,  therefore,  moved  thttt  the  resolu* 
tioD  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Babsett  seconded  the  motion ;  the  resolu- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poind^ztbr,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
the  bill  concerning  the  judges  of  the  district  and 
territorial  courts  of  tbe  United  States. 

Tbe  bill  makes  it  incumbent  on  the  jtidges  to 
reside  within  their  respect ive.districts;  and  makes 
it  unlawful  for  them.to  exercise  the  profession  or 
employment  of  counsel  or  attorney. 

Mr.  Stanporo  was  opposed  to  the  latter  pro- 
vision. The  compensations  of  the  judges  of  the 
district  courts  were  so  limited  (and  the  House 
had  within  a  day  or  two  refused  an  augmentation 
of  them)  that  they  were  compelled  to  resort  to 
other  means  of  subsistence  than  their  salaries. 
This  provision  .would  deprive  them  of  the  means 
cf  support.  He  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  limit 
the  preclusion  to  the  courts>of  the  United  States, 
not  affecting  the  practice  in  the  State  courts. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  replied  that  the  duties  of  ad- 
vocaje  and  judge  were  incompatible;  and  if  they 
.were  not,  that  it  was  beneath  the  dignity  of  a 
judge  to  descend  to  practice  in  the  courts. 

Mr.  Stanford'^s  motion  was  negatived. 

An  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Poindex- 
TEB,  making  territorial  judges  impeachable  be- 
fore the  Legislatures  of  the  several  territories; 
and  declaring  that,  on  conviction  of  the  offences 
created  by  this  act,  they  shall  be  removed  from 
office  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  proposition  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Gold, 
Stantord,  and  RsEi^,  and  supported  by  Mr. 
PoiNDBXTfiR.  It  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Jbmnings  moved  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 

going  to, prevent  any  judge  of  any  territory  irom. 
oldingat  the  same  timeany  other  office  of  profit 
or  emolument  not  derived  from  the  President 
and  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rbba, 
and  suppotti;d  by  Mr.  JbmninoS)  and  agreed  to, 
43  to  35. 

'  Mr.  jR^Nmos  moved  aootber  section,  disqnali* 
fying  any  person  holding  an  office  under  the 
Government  of  the 'United  States  or  from  the 
Governor  of  said  Territory,  from  eligibility  to ' 
office  as  delegate  in  Congress  of  the  United 
States. — Adopted,  yeas  57. 

The  Committoe  rose  ant!  reported  the  bill,  and 
the  amendment  having  been  ratified  by  the  vote 
of  the  House,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  yeas  50. 

FaioAY,  November  37. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Georgia,  Wik- 
LiAii  Barmbtt,  returned  to  serve  as  a  metnber  of 
this  House,  in  the  place  of  Howell  Cobb,  re* 
signed,  appeared,  wak  qnajified,  and  took  his  seat. 
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Aq  eo^ossed  bill  coDeemiog  the  District  ajdd 
T-erritorial  Judges  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
.  the  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  fi  select  com- 
mittee. Mr.  PoiNDisxTfR,  Mr*  •  Ormbby,  Mr. 
PicnURS,  Mr.  Tai^iap£rro,  and  Mr.  St&oaGj 
were  appoioted  the  commiuee^ 

Oa  rootioD  of  Mr.  l&cKioi^ 

Ordered.  That  the  i«porl  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Eastern  District  of  the  territory  of 
Orleans,  on  the  claims  to  lands  in  said  district, 
which  they  haire  not  confirmed,  la'id  before  the 
House  on  the  9ib  of  January,  1812,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  oa  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
en  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which 
'  relates  to  naval  affairs,  mad^  a  report,  in  part,  on 
the  expediency  of  increasing  the  Nava)  Estab- 
lishment of  the  Unitfid  States;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  providing  navy  pensions,  in  cer- 
tarn  cases;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  same  committee^  pre- 
sented a.  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  of  the  IJaited 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

INCBEASJB  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  following  is  the  report  which  accompa- 
nied the  bUl  for  increasing  the  Navy :  ^ 

That,  in  performance  of  the  duty  assigned  them, 
the  committee  eoald  not  fail  te  advert  to  the  report 
'  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 
Having  adverted  to  it,  they  could  not  fail,  from  the 
justness  of  its  reasoning,  to  rely  on  it,  and  pray  that 
it  may  be  taken  as  part  of  their  report  The  little  ex- 
perience as  yet  afforded  us  in  naval  warfare,  corrobo- 
Tates  the  principles  there  contended  for,  and  in  this 
view  they  think  themselves  supported  by  that  passage 
In  the  President's  Message  which  says :  "  Our  trade, 
with  little  exception,  has  reached  our  ports ;  having 
been  much  favored  in  it  by  the  course  ptirsued  by  a  * 
squadron  of  our  frigates  under  the  command  of  Com- 
modore Rodgers." 

They  therefore  concurred  in  the  opinion,  that  it  is 
proper  to  increase  the  Naval  Establishment.  For  in- 
formation as  to  the  mo^e  of  increase,  they  upplied  to 
the  Navy  Department^  and  obtained  the  cJocuments 
which-  they  submit  to'  the  House.  The  comparative 
«ffect  of  vessels  of  different  rates  must  be  considered 
as  demonstrated  by  ihese  documents.  Yet  were  your 
'Comipittee  apprized,  that  in  the  complicated  system  of 
naval  warfare  no  one  principle  eould  be  relied  on  as 
applicable  to  all  times  and  all  occasions,  but  that  a  par 
tient  comparison  of  many  principles  was  necessary  to 
a  just  eonchieion.  They  were  apprised  that  facility  ot 
BMvemeht  ifhould  be  combined  with  efficieney  of  force. 
Nor  were  they  regardless  of  the  lienefit  of  occasional 
4iviflioii.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  taeat  gain  will 
aometimes  follow  irom  the  power  to  operate  on  many 
points  at  once»  yet  at  others  it  may  be  all-important  to 
give  unity  to  your  force.  To  obtain  the  three  things 
•desired,  it  is  essential  your  Naval  Establishment 
comprise  ships  of  different  rates.  It  is  evident,  too, 
£rom  the  documents^  thai  you^ economise  ili  men  and 
money,  by  providing  some  of  the  larger  ships.  This 
^coQclaaion,  so  well  fortified  by  reason,  is  found  in 


unison  with  the  practice  pf  all  nations  who  have  had 
the  fiscal  and  other  nieans  of  procuring  a  navy.  In- 
deed it  would  seem  almost  the  spontaneous  effect  of 
instinct,  without  the  aid  of  reason,  ta  oppose  like  with 
like.  To  yield  the  advantage  of  the  sabre,  the  bayo- 
net, or  fire  arms,  to  your  enemy,  would  by  all  man  be 
deemed  miserable  policy.  Can  reason  change  with 
the  element  ?  Let  us  .then  have  for  defence  76,  38, 
and  16-gun  ships ;  because  we  are  opposed  to  an  en- 
emy possessing  all  these  means  of  attack,  isnd  because 
they  combine  all  advantages  in  naval  warfare.  |t  is 
not  the  intention  of  your  committee  to  put  aside  the 
gunboats ;  but  they  believe  that,  considering  the  op- 
portunity afforded  them  for  action,  that  an  ample  por- 
tion of  that  species  of  force  has  been  provided.  Your 
committee  cannot  conclude  their  report  without  bring- 
ing to  the  view  of  the  House  the  fact,  that  the  naval 
superiority  of  Great  Britain,  which,  secures  her  inte- 
grity and  supports  her  dignity,  is  maintained  at  a  cost 
much  below  the  Military  Establishments  of  the  Con- 
tinent. And  it  is  with  something  like  exultation,  as 
republicans,  that  they  present  a  species  of  national 
force  that,  whilst  it  will  best  subserve  the  national  de- 
fence, can  operate  least  on  the  national  liberty.  It  Is 
a  bright  attribute  in  the  history  of  the  tar,  that  ho  his 
never  destroyed  the  rights  of  the  nation.  In  its  de- 
fence only  is  he  to  be  found.  Thus,  aided  by  eco|i- 
omy  and  fortified  by  republican  principle,  your  com- 
mittee think  they  ought  strongly  to  recommend  that 
the  fostering  care  ef  the  nation  be  extended  to  the 
Naval  Establishment.  It  is  far,  very  far,  from  your 
committee,  to  extend  their  views  of  a  navy  to  the  mad 
and  wicked  prospect  of  foreign  conquest,  or  a  silly 
contest  to  be  mistress  of  the  ocean.  Their  view  la 
limited  to  their  own  defence,  and  to  enforce  respect  to 
their  just  rights.  To  the  objection  that  it  is  the  nature 
of  man  to  run  into  extremes,  they  answer,  that  it  is 
the  end,  not  the  beginning,  we  should  guard  against. 
It  is  surely  yielding  much  of  the  argument  to  surren- 
der all  of  the  subject  that  is  good,  and  require  submis- 
sion to  evil  that  good  may  come  thereof.  Rather  sep- 
arate the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  show  the  good  and 
the  bad.  Let  it  be  impressed  on  every  citizen,  that  to 
use  force  to  protect  and  maintain  the  rights  and  libera 
ties  of  his  country  was  his  first  duty ;  whflst  it  \b  the 
greatest  of  crimes  to  attack  with  force  the  rights  of 
others. 

It  can  require  no  subtlety  to  enforce  the  distinction 
between  defence  and  ofience.  Neither  can  it  require 
argumenf  to  prove,  that  the  first  ought  not  to  be  aban- 
doned as.  being  muore  than  life's  worth,  though  the 
other  may  be  deprecated  as  the  oonsummation  of  wick- 
edoess.  Jjimited  to.'the  view  of  defonce  and  protec- 
tion, the  committee  directed  their  chairman  to  ask  leave 
of  the  House  to  report  a  bill  to  increase  the  Navy«of 
the  United  States. 

.  DocumentBf 

NaVT  DBPAftTMSNT,  NoV.   13,  181*. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith,  lor 
the  information  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, of  which  you  aro  the  d^airmaui  eefiain 
papers  marked  A,  B,  0,  and  D< 

From  the  paper  A,  it  appears  that  a  seventy-eix  gun 
ship  mounting  eighty-eight  guns,  discharges  in  one 
round  3,176  Ibe.^  ef  cannon  ball;  that  a  forty-lbar  gnn 
firigate,'mountiag  fiffy*fear  guns,  discharges  in  one 
round  1,488  lbs.  of  cannon  ball;  that  a  seventy^aix  dis- 
charges at  one  broadside  1,688  lba*f  and  that  a  for|f- 
foor  gun  firigftte  discharges  at  pue.  hroadaiJe  744  Iba 
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of  bftli.  The  question  then  urises^  what  is  the  in- 
trinsic relative  force  of  a  seventy-six  and  a  forty -four? 
Suppose  two  forty-four  gun  frigate  should  be  brought 
into  combat  with  a  seventy-six,  one  on  the  larboard, 
the  other  on  the  starboard  quarter;  each  frigate,  pre- 
senting a  broadside  of  744  lbs.  of  ball,  will  have  to 
contend  sgainst  a  battery  of  1,588  lbs.  As  744  lbs.  is 
to  1,688  lbs.  so  Would  be  the  relative  metal  of  a  seventy- 
six  and  two  large  forty-four  gun  frigates;  difference 
•gainst  the  frigates  844  lbs.  weight  of  metal.  It  is 
obvious,  then,  that  two  Ibrty-fonr  gun  frigates  could 
not  contend  with  a  seventy-six  with  the  least  pruba- 
hility  of  success. 

Suppose  a  third  frigate,  attacking  alternately  on  the 
starboard  and  larboard  quarter,  should  join  in  the 
combat,  while  two  of  the  frigates  should  be  operating 
on  one  quarter,  with  a  difference  in  weight  of  metal 
against  them  oJF  100  lbs.;  the  third  frigate  would  be 
contending  on  the  other,  with  a  difference  against  her 
of  844  lbs. 

It  might  be  observed  that  the  frigates  would  all  at- 
tack on  one  quarter,  and  then  with  2,232  lbs.  of  metal 
they  would  have  to  contend  with  only  1,588  lbs.  haying 
a  difference  in  their 'favor  of  644  lbs.  In  reply  it  may 
be  observed,  that  three  frigates  could  not  take  such  a 
position,  on  any  one  quarter^  as  would  enable  them  to 
bring  all  their  broadsides  to  bear  at  once  upon  an  object 
moving  through  the  water  with  as  much  celerity  as 
themselves :  moreover,  a  frigate  would  always  avoid  the 
broadside  of  a  seventy-six— Hfor  one  well  directed  broad- 
aide  from  a  seventy -six,  at  close  shot,  would  inevitably 
blow  her  out  of  the  water.  "Witness  the  Randolph 
with  the  Yarmouth.  Frigates  would  attack  in  various 
directions,  change  their  position  frequently,  and  avoid 
the  tremendous  battery  of  a  seventy-six  as  much  as 
possible. 

Besides,  a  seventy-six  is  bpilt  of  heavier  timber,  is 
intrinsically  much  stinger  than  a  frigate,  in  all  her 
woika,  and  can  sustain  battering  much  longer  and 
with  leas  injury.  A  shol  which  would  sink  a  frigate 
might  be  received  by  a  seventy-eix  with  but  Httle  in- 
jury-—it  might  pass  between  wind  and  water  through 
«  frigate,  when  it  would  stick  in  the  fin»me  of  a 
aeventy  six. 

All  things  considered,  it  must  be  admitted  that  one 
seventy-six  gun  ship,  mounting  eighty-six,  is  equal  in 
combat  to  three  frigates  mounting  one  hundred  and 
mty-two  guns.  Admitting  this  equality,  other  ques- 
tions present  themselves  for  consideration :  and, 

Ist  What  is  the  relative  expense  of  building  and 

equipping  these  vessels  ? 
8d.  What  is  the  relative  number  of  their  cre#8t 
8d.  What  is  their  relative  annual  expense  in  actual 

•enioel 

To  ascertain  the  expense- of  building  and  equipping  a 
frigate,  we  will  take  the  actual  cost  of  one  of  our 
largest,  viz:  the  President,  which  was  $220,910; 
a  frigate  would  then  cost        ...  $220,910 

The  cost  of  a  seventy-six  cannot  be  sO  easily 
ascertained ;  however,  from  the  papers  B 
and  C,  we  may,  I  think,  estimate  the  ex- 
pense of  building  and  equipping  a  se? enty- 
four  at  not  exceeding      •        -  .     -        -    333,000 

The  consti:action,  then,  of*  force  in  frigates 
«qnal  in  combat  to  a  seventy-six  gUDship, 
would  cost      ---.:.     662,730 

Ifftking,  in  this  view,  a  difference  in  favor 
oftheseventy-six,  of      -        -        -        -,  a89|730 


As,  then,  $333,000  is  to  $661,730,  so  woald 
be  the  relative  expense  of  building  and 
equipping  a  seventy-six,  and  a  force  in 
frigates  equal  to  a  seveoty^lx,  making  a 
differenoe,  in  favor  of  the  seventy-six  of  -  $899,730' 

By  the  paper  A,  it  appears  that  a  seventy-six  re- 
quires, to  man  her,  six  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  that 
a  fbrty^fbnr  requires  four  hundred  and  twenty.  To 
man  throe  forty-four  gun  frigates,  or  a  force  in  fiigates 
equal  to  a  seventy-six,  would  then  require  twelve  hao- 
dred  andi .sixty  men :  and  in  this  respect  we  find  a  di^ 
ference  in  favor  of  the  seventy-six  of  six  hundred  and 
ten  men ;  that  is,  six  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  boaid 
of  a  seventy-six  can  direct  as  much  force  as  twelve 
hundred  and  sixty  can  on  board  of  three  frigates. 

As  to  ^the  relative  expense,  we  have  heretofore  esti- 
mated tlie  anni|al  cost  of  a  frigate  of  forty-four  guns, 
at  $110,000;  and,  from  the  best  information  we  can 
obtain  upon  the  subject, -the  annual  expense  of  a 
seventy-eix  will  not  exceed  $202,110. 

The  annual  expense  then  of  three  frigates,  or  a  force 
in  frigates  equal  to  a  seventy-six,  would  be  $380,000 ; 
while  a  seventy-aix  would  not  cost  exceeding  $202,1 10; 
making,  in  this  respect,  a  difference  in  fovor  of  the 
seventy-six  of  $127,890  annually. 

In  examining  the  relative  strength  of  frigmtes  and 
ships  of  war,  and  of  ships  of  war  and  ganbo«ts,  we 
shall  find  similar  results  in  fovor  of  the  larger  class  •f 
vessels. 

Hence,  if  the  only  object  in  view  was  to  employ  the 
greatest  intrinsic  naval  force,  at  the  least  expense,  I 
should  think  th^re  would  be  no  difficulty  in  deciding 
that  we  ought  to  have .  none  but  ships  of  the  greatest 
magnitude.  But  in  providing  a  naval  armament  there 
are  other  considerations  of  the  highest  importance. 
We  should  inquire,  what  kind  of  force  will,  most  pro- 
bly,  be  brought  against  us ;  with  what  description  of 
force  can  we  meet  the  enemy,  with  the  greatest  proba- 
bili^  of  success,  and  afford  the  most  effectual  protec- 
tion to  our  commerce ;  and  upon  these  highly  interest^ 
ing  points,  I  will  ta|fLe  the  liberty  of  submitting  a  very 
valuable  communication  (D)  received  from  Charie» 
Stewart,  £sq.,  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States — an  officer  of  great  observation,  distinguished 
talents,  and  very  extensive  professional  experience — 
observing,  that  I  believe  all  the  most  enlightened  offi- 
cers in  our  service  concur  in  the  opinions  he  has  ex- 
pressed. 

I  have  the  hoi\or  to.be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,    • 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

Hofn.  BuxwaiL  Bassxtt, 

.  Chairman  of  JSaoal  CammiHee,  H.  R. 

B. 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  buiiding  and  equipping 
a  e^ventfffottr  gun  ship  of  1,626  ions,  prgmred  some 
years  smce  by  Joshua  Humphreys^  Esq^,  of  Phila- 
delphia a  shipwright  of  great  respect abttUy  ami 
professional  talents. 

$40,00a 

80,000 

66,10a 

32,400 

80,40a 

8,700 

16,200 

7,800 

1,690 


Live  oak  timber 
White  oak  and  pine  ditto 
Labor        ... 
Cables,  rigging,  dtc.  - 
Smith's  work     - 
Anchors,  mariine       • 
Sailmaker's  bills,  two  suits, 
Joiner's  bill,  including  stuff 
Carver's  bill 


tndnding 
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liner's  ditto  • 
Rigger'*  do.       " 
PtJDter'f  da. 
Cooper's  do.       •        • 
fiIod[niaker'9  dow 
Bo«tboiId«r'«  do. 
Plomber's  do.    - 
Ship  ebandlery  - 
Tumor*8  bill .     • 
Copper  bolts 
Sheathing  eopper,  noiif,  Slc^ 
Woollens  for  dieathiog 


Centingtndea 


700 
2,340 
3,240 
4,860 
3,240 
1,620 
2,430 
0,720 
1,215 
10»960 
17,440 
1,215 

811,100 
31,600 

$342,700 


Note9  by  an  experienced  gentleman : 

**Lab(ir.'* — ^Tbia  item  was  calculated  at  a  time  when 
■hip  carpenter's  wages  were  $^.50  per  day;  they  can 
now  be  obtained  at  $2. 

<«  Cabka  and  Rigging.'*-— When  the  aboTO  esti- 
mate  was  made  the  price  was  $16;  they  can  now  be 
obtained  at  $15. 

**  Carver's  bill," — EzpensiTO  eanring  on  the  head 
and  stem  is  aboUshed; .  $1,000  may  be  deducted  from 
this  item. 

**  Rigger*9  bill** — We  employ  aeamen  at  twelve  dol- 
lais  permonth ;  this  item  may  be  considerably  reduced. 

**  Batnier'sbilL^-^The  present  practice  of  paikitihg 
our  ahtps  of  war  difiers  bo  muihfrom  that  first  adopted, 
both  in  point  of  labor  and  colors,  that  one  thir^  of  this 
item  may  be  safely  deducted. 

**  Woollen  for  $heaihing,'* — Noipr  exploded;  ezpe- 
zience  having  established  the  fact  that  it  occasions  an 
absorption  and  retention  of  salt  water,  which  corrodes 
the  copper  inside,  dec,  nor  could  the  copper  be  laid  on 
so  smooth  as  without  it 

*'  ContingencieM." — At  the  time  the  above  estimate 
was  madoy  we  bad  no  yards,  of  course  wharfage  or 
rent  of  yard  was  then  included,  and  we  do  not  now, 
as  then,  g^ve  such  quantities  of  rum  to  laborers ;  this 
item  may  be  reduced  one  halfl 

O. 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  and  equipping  a 
76  gun  ship,  formed  from  the  actual  expense  of 
buikUng  and  e^ipping  the  frigate  President. 

The  President,  of  1,444  tons,  cost      -        .  $220,910 
say  per  ton  $163,  a  76  would  ton  1,620, 
1,620  tons,  a|  $163        ....  $247,860 

Add  for  additional  guos  and  gun  carriages       18,599 

Additional  cubic  feet  of  timber  in  the  frame 
about  4,000  feet,  at  $1  25       -        -        .        5,000 

Tor  additional  weight  of  rigging,  anchors, 
and  other  materials,  add  ten  per  cent  on 
the  cost  of  the  tonnage,  $247,860,  at  ten 
per  cent.        ...... 


marine  force  best  adapted  to  our  defence,  an^  the  reK 
ative  efficiency  of  vessels  of  different  rates."  In  oom- 
pliance  therewith,  I  have  the  honor  to  answer  the 
questions  you  propound  as  follows : 

(Question  I.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  relativo- 
efficiency  of  our  ships-of-the-line,  say  74's,  and  large- 
frigates? 

Answer.  The  relative  efficiency  or  force  of  a  74-gim 
ship  and  large  Jrigates  is  as  one  to  three. 


Gun*deck, 

Quarter-deck 

Forecastle 

Guns 
Men 


COMPARATIVE   FORCE* 

Frigate  of  60  guns. 
30  ai  pounders, 

14  32     lb.  carronadte, 

6  32    do.        do. 


1,360  lbs.  shot  each  round. 


Lower  gun-deck  28 
Upper  do.  do.  36 
Quarter-deck 
Forecastle 

Bo. 
Poop 

Guns 
Men 


480  guns  and  men. 
Ship^fths'Line,  74  guns. 


-42  pounders, 
24        do. 

42        do.  carronades, 
42        do.  do. 

2i        do.  do. 

68        do.  do. 

3,224  lbs.  each  round. 


8ay  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 

D. 


2^786 
$296»245 


U.  8.  Fbioats  CoirsTXLLATioir, 

November  12/ 1812. 

8ia :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  mstant 

In  which  yon  state  "the  desire  of  the  Naval  Commit^ 

tee  to  possess  the  most  comprehensive  information 

upon  naval  subjects^  particularly  the  description  of 


738  guns  and  o^en. 

Argument.  By  the  above  comparison  it  appears, 
that  a  74  gun  ship  discharges  at  one  round  3,224  lbs. 
of  shot,  and  a  frigate  of  the  finst  class  1,360  lbs;  it 
therefore  clearly  proves  the  position  or  relative  force, 
in  point  of  metal,  to  be  1  to  3,  or  thereabouts.  When 
this  circumstance  is  considered  jointly  with  the  follow- 
ing, it  must  appear  to  others,  as  it  does  to  me,  that  as 
you  increase  the  class  9f  the  ship  you  increase  the  force 
in  the  proportion  of  one  to  three,  and  diminish  propor- 
tionally the  expense  of  building,  equipping,  and  sup- 
porting them  in  commission,  which  may  easily  be  es- 
tablished by  estimate  from  the  department,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  all  other  maritime  nations. 

8hips-of-the-Une  are  much  stronger  in  scantling, 
thicker  in  the'  sid^  and  bottom,  less  penetrable  to  th^ 
shot,  and  consequently  lest  liable  to  be  torn  or  battered 
to  pieces,  or  sunk;  the  additional  room  being  more 
than  in  proportion  to  the  additional  number  of  men, 
leaves  greater  space  for  water  and  provisions,  and  ad- 
mits of  her  wings  being  kept  dear,  that  shot  penetrat- 
ing below  the  water  the  holes  Can  readily  be  plugged 
up  from  the  inside  and  her  sinking  thereby  prevented; 
hence  we  have  seen  ships-of-the-Une  capable  of  batter- 
ing  one  another  for  several  hours,  and  if  not  too  much 
crippled  in  the  spars  and  rigging  enabled  to  renew  an 
action  on  following  days.  I  am  aware  that  some  are 
of  opinion,  that  a  more  divided  force  is  better  calcula- 
ted for  action,  from  the  advantageous  position  that 
would  be  given  to  a  part;  suppose  three  frigates  of  50 
guns  were  to  undertake  to  batter  a  74  gun  ship,  and 
that  two  of  them  were  to  occupy  the  quarter  and  stem 
of  the  74,  (this  is  placing  them  in  the  most  favorabLa 
position^  the  other  frigate  engaged  abreast,  everything 
would  then  depend  on  the  time  the  frigate  abreast 
could  maintain  that  position  to  enable  the  other  two 
to  act  with  effect  on  the  stem  and  quarter.  But  it 
must  appear  evident  to  all  acquainted  with  the  two 
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claMes  of  ship*,  that  the  firigata  abraact  coold  not  with- 
stand the  fire  of  so  heavy  and  compact  a  battery  many 
minutea ;  and  in  all  probability  would  be  dismasted  or 
■unk  Uie  first  or  second  broadside.  This  would  decide 
the  hie  of  the  other  two.  Much  might  be  said  upon 
the  superiority  of  sbips-of-the-line  over  frigates  in  the 
attack  of  batteries  or  their  defence ;  on  the  security  of 
valuable  coi^voya  of  merchant  ships,  or  troops  sent  on 
an  eipedition ;'  but  their  advantages  in  these  respects 
must  be  apparent  to  all,  however  unacquainted  with 
nautical  affairs. 

Quution  2.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  relative 
efficiency  or  force  of  large  ftigates  and  sloo^js  of  war  1 

Answer.  The  relative  efficiency  of  large  fnga^et  and 
sloops  of  war  is  at  least  one  to  two. 

COMPARATIVE  FORCE. 

Sloop  of  War,        ^ 
Gun-deck,  16  12-pounders 
.  Quarter-deck,  8  24-pounders,  carronade. 
,  Forecastle,  4  24-pounders,  carronade. 
Twenty-eight  guns,  480  lbs.  shot,  and  180  men — 
making  208  guns  and  men. 

Frigate. 
Oun-deck,  90  S4-pounders, 
Quarter-deck,  14  32-pounderB,  carronade.         v 
Forecastle,  6  32-pounders,  carronade. 
Fifty  guns,  1,860  lbs.  shot,  tod  430  men— making 
480  guns  and  men. 

Question  3.  What  description  of  naval  force  do  you 
think  best  adapted  to  the  defence  of  oar  coast  and 
eommeree? 

Answer.  Ships-of-ihe-iline  are  best  calculated  fbr  the 
defence  of  our  coast,  and  fbr  the  protection  of  our  in- 
ward and  outward  commerce,  when  engaged  in  war 
with  a  foreign  maritime  Power. 

Argument.  U  cannot  be  supppsed,  in  a  war  with  a 
foreign  maritime  Power,  thatthat  Power  will  only  send 
to  our  coasts  frigates  and  smaller  cruisers,  because  we 
possess  no  other  description  of  vessels.  Their  first  ob- 
ject will  be  to  restrain,  by  ships-of-the-line,  our  frigates 
and  other  cruisers  from  departing  and  preying  upon 
their  commiarce ;  their  next  object  will  be  to  send  their 
•mailer  cruisera  in  pursuit  of  our  commerce,  and  by 
having  their  shtps-of-the-Hne  parading  on'  our  coast, 
threatening  our  more  exposed  seaport  towns,  and  pre- 
venting the  departure  of  our  small  cruisers,  they  will  be 
capturing  what  commerce  may  have  escaped  theirs, 
and  recapuning  what  prises  may  have  fallen  into  our 
hands.  Tnirdly,  they  can,  at  any  time,  withdraw  their 
ships-of-the-line,  should  a  more  important  object  re- 
quire it,  without  hacarding  much  on  their  part ;  .and 
Tetarn'in  sufficient  time  to  shut  out  our  cruisers  ^at 
may  hare  departed  during  their  absence.  Fourthly, 
they  can,  at  all  {imps,  consult  their  cqnvenience  in 
point  of  time  and  numbers;  «nd  will  incur  no  expense 
and  risk  of  transports,  for  provisions  and  water;  but 
can  go  and  procure  their  supplies  at  pleasure  and  re- 
turn to  their  station  ere  their  absence  is  known  to  us. 

Question  4.  What  description  offeree  do  .yon  think 
best  calculated  to  prosecute  the  present  war,  and  any 
future  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged  ? 

Answer.  For  the  prosecution*  of  the  present  war 
^th  the  most  effect,  a  mixed  naval  force  of  the  follow- 
ing  description,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  calculated. 

Ships-(f'the-line,  to  rate,  in  honor  of  the  year  of  our 
Independence^  seventy-sixes,  to  mount  as  follows  : 
98  42  pounders  on  the  lower  gun-deck, 
30  24  pounders  on  the  upper  gun-deck, 


34  42  pound  carronadeson  quarter-deck  and  fbraoMtift. 
2  24  pounders  on  forecastle, 
4  68  pound  carronades  on  poop. 

68  guns. 

Frigates  to  rate  forty  guns  to  mount  as  follows  .* 

30  24  pounders  on  gun-deck, 

20  82  pound  carronades  on  quarter-deck  and^fbrecaaUe* 

(VO  guns. 

Frigates  to  rate  thirty-ttoo  guns  to  mount  as  follows  • 

26  18  pounders  on  gun-deck, 

16  24  pound  carronades  on  quarter-deck'ond  forecastle. 

42  guns. 

Cerpeite  skips  to  rate  sixteen  ^ns  to  mount  as  follows,- 

18  82^und  carronades, 
-2  12  pounders. 

20  guns. 

Argument.  By  having  a  proportion  of  these  elsmes 
of  ship  of  war,  the  inner  squadron,  or  guarda  eosta^ 
may  be  composed  of  the  ships-of-the-line,  and  a  few 
of  the  32  gun  ships,  for  repeaters  and  took  out  ships. 
Hence,  it  would  produce  one  of  two  results,  either 
that  the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  our  coaet, 
or  bring  on  it  a  much  greater  force,  at  least  double  our 
number,  out  of  which  they  wiH  be  obliged  to  keep  on 
our  coast  a  superiority  ^at  all  the  hazards  of  the  sea ; 
and,  at  great  additional  expense,  and  risk  of  transports, 
to  provision  and  water  them.  But  should  they,  from 
other  circumstancee,  be  unable  to  keep  up  this  superi- 
ority on  our  coast,  the  door  will  be  kept  open,  for  the 
ingress  and  egress  of  our  cruisers,  and  their  prizes, 
while  our  other  classes  of  ships  may  be  sent  in  pursuit 
of  their  smaller  cruisers  and  commerce.  These  observ- 
ations will  apply  to  all  future  wars  in  which  we  may 
be  engaged  with  the  maritime  Powers ;  but  as  we  might 
more  frequently  be  engaged  with  the  Barbery  Powers, 
the  frigates  and  16  gun  ships,  would  be  bettor  adapted 
to  that  species  of  warfare.  They  have  no  ships-of-the- 
lihe.  The  ships-of>the-line  could  then  be  laid  up  in 
ordinary,  dismantledt  and  preserved  at  a  small  expense. 

Question  6.  ^Y^^^^^  ^^^  ^®  erection  of  docks  for  the 
repairs  of  oyr  vessels  produce  a  great  saving  in  ex- 
pense, labor,  and  risk ;  and  would  not  docks  greatly 
expedite  the  refitting  of  our  ships  ? 

Answer.  A  dry  dock,  agreeable  to  a  plan  I  furnished 
the  Department  some  time  since,  to  be  freed  from  vra- 
ter  by  pumps  or  drains,  will  be  indispensable  fyt  the 
repair  of  ships  of  war,  and  will  be  the  least  expensive 
way^  of  repairing  the  bottoms  of  our  ships,  and  will  ex- 
pedite the  outfits  in  point  of  time  one  to  ten. 

Argument.  A  ship  of  war  wanting  repairs  done  to 
her  bottom,  or  coppering,  must  be  turned  down  on0 
side  at  a  time  to  undergo  that  repair ;  therefore,  to  pre- 
pare a  ship  for  that  process  requires  that  her  upper 
masts  should  be  taken  down,  and  all  her  guns,  stores, 
water  casks,  ballist,  ammunition,  etc  should  be  taken 
out — which  leads  to  gre^t  loss,  waste,  and  labor :  and 
the  time  occupied  in  the  process  will  be  from  two  to 
three  weeks,  and  aa  much  more  time  will  be  required 
to  re-rig,  re-equip,  and  replace  her  guns,  stores,  and 
other  materials*  The  preparation  to  ddck  a  ship  of 
war  can  be  done  in  twelve  houj^s.  All  that  is  necessa- 
ry to  be  done,  is  to  take  out  the  guns,  and  pump  the 
water  out  of  the  water  casks,  and  when  in  the  dock 
the  repairs  of  her  bottom  can  progress  on  both  sides  at 
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th«  MOM  time.  Should  a  ship  of  w»r  squire  a  thor- 
ough repair  throaghoot,  it  can  never  be  efiectnally 
done  but  in  a  iock  ;  for  instance,  in  repairing  shipe  of 
war  in  the  water,  they  are  liable' to  have  the. fine  form 
of  their  bottom  spoiled,  by  hogging,  spreading,  or  warp- 
ing, which. will  materially  affect  their  Bailing.  Ships 
wanting  thorough  repairs  require- all  the  plank  stripped 
off  inside  and  outaide,  their  beams,  kn^es/and  clamps 
taken  out ;  thesD  are  all  they  havei,  to  bind  their  frames 
together,  and  thereby  preserve  their  shape ;  but  when 
stripped  of  them  to  make  room  for  the  new,  they  are 
liable  to  bogg  Irom  the  greater  weight  and  body  of 
timber  being  in  the  fore  and  after  end,  at  which  places 
there  is  no  pressure  upwards  cavsed  by  the  water,  as 
those  ends  are  shafp ;  the  two  extremes  of  the  ship  are 
liable  to  sink  in  the  water,  while  the  body  or  middle  of 
the  ship  rises'  with  the  upward  ^teure  of  the  tvater. 
The  next  wmaideratloii  in  repairing  ^e  bottoms  in  the 
water,  though  not  of  such  vital  Importance,  is  not  un- 
worthy of  serious  attention ;  the  boHing  in  the  bottom 
ongfht  to  be  driven  fiom  the  oatside ;  but  whe«  repaved 
afloat  they  are  under  the  necessity  of  drrving  them 
from  the  inside ;  hence  the  bottom  will  not  be  *o  alrong, 
nor  so  well  secured. 

The  time  &a  answering  thie  several  qves^ieos  pro-, 
pounded  to  me  ito  ydur  letter  of  the  1  ItK  instant,  being 
very  short,  and  a  great  d^al  being  zequired  by  my 
other  avocations,  wUl,  I  trust,  be  a.  sufficient  apology 
ibr  m^  not  g(»ng  more  largely  and  minntely  into  tiie 
subject,  as  also  fbr  any  inaccuracies  which  I  may  have 
committed.  I  will,  therelbre,  close  this  communica- 
tion with  an  expression  of  my  hopes  that,  whatever 
may  he  proposed  by  the  Naval  Committee  to- Congress 
on  this  subject,  they  will  atrongly  recommend  to'  their 
consideration  the  necessity  of  having' what  they  pro- 
pose Ibr  the  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  best  seasoned 
materials,  which  will  be  by  far  the  cheapest,  and  be 
longer  in  a  state  fyr  aetive  service.  I  trust  their  past 
experience  will  prove  to  their  satislaction  this  position, 
that  the  best  materials  are  always  the  cheapest,  and 
that  a  slow  increase  is  better  than  a  hasty  and  tempo- 
rary one.  "^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiiy  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant. 

CHARLES  STEWART. 

Hon.  Paul  HamiiiToit. 

We  agree  with  Captain  Stewart  in  the.  within  state- 
ment, in  all  its  parts. 

ISAAC  HULL, 
C.  MORRIS. 

SMps  of  the  United  States*  Naufy,  eammiuioned  and 
put  in  eerviee  dunng  the  years  1798  oa^  1799: 

United  States,  forty-four  guns         ...  1798 

Constitution,  forty-four  gone  -        .        .        -  1798 

Constellation,  forty^ur  guns  ....  1798 

Congress,  early,  &irty-six  guns       .        -        •  1799 

President,  forty-four  guns        ....  1799 

Chesapeake,  forty-four  guns    -     '  -        -        -  1799 

Philadelphia,  forty-four  guns  -        .        -        -  1799 

New  York,  thirty-six  guns      -        -.       -        -  1799 

Essex,  thirty-two  guns    -        -        -        •        -  1799 

Adams,  thirty-two  gnns  -        ^        -        -        -  1799 

George  Washington,  thii^ty-two  guns      -        -  1798 

Boston,  thirty-two  guns 1799 

General  Cfreene,  thirty-two  guns     ...  1798 

Insai:gent,  thirty-six  guns        .        .        ,        .  1799 

Ganges,  thirty-two  guns        -       .-        -        -  1798 

PorUmoath,  twenty-foiir  guns       •       -        -  1798 


Merrimack,  twenty-four  guns  - 
Connecticut,  twenty-four  guns 
Baltimore,  twenty  guns  • 
Delaware,  .twenty  guns  - 
Maryland,  twenty  guns  - 
Patapsce,  twenty  guns    - 
Herald,  eighteen  guns     - 
Trumbull,  twenty  gnns  - 
Warren,  twenty  guns     - 
Montexuma,  twenty  guns 
Norfolk,  eighteen  guns  - 
Richmond,  eighteen  gUns 
Augusta,  eighteen  guns  -   .     - 
Pickering,  fourteen  guns 
Experiment,  fourteen  guns 
Enterprise,  fourteen  guns 


-  1798 

-  1798 

•  1799 

-  1798 

-  1799 

-  1799 

-  1798 

•  1798 

-  1798 

-  1798 

-  1798 

-  1798 
.  1798 

-  1798 

-  1798 

-  1798 


And  a  number  of  smaller  vessdis.  In  service,  ui 
1798,  20;  in  1799,  33;  besides  smaller  vessels. 

Statement  tkowing  the  prvpartume  of  able  eeamen, 
ordinary  seamen^  and  boys^  required  for  -a  e&ip^- 
the-Unej  eay  a  76  and  a  44  gun  frigate  .* 
A'  76  requires  380  able  seamen  and  883  ordinaty 

seamen  and  boys  9  a  44  requires  140  able  seamen  and 

172  wrdinaiy  seamen  and  boys. 

NoTX. — 280  able  seamen  is  considered  by  practical 
mien  as  too  great  a  proportion  for  a  first  rate  76.^  The 
whole  number  of  able  and  ordinary  saamen  and  boys 
is  618;  and  practical  men  say  that  they  may  he  classed 
thus:  able. seamen  ^0,  ordinary  seamen,  dec.  298.  It 
is  observed  by  those  acquainted  with  ships-of-the-liaei 
that  tp  manage  their' sails  does  not  require  mora  aUe 
seamen  than  are  required  to  maqage  the  sails  of  a  large 
frigate. 

A*force  in  frigates  equal  to  a  76  would  then  require 
420  able  seamen,  a  76  would  require  220 — ^laking-  a 
difference  in  this  respect  of  200  able  seamen  in  favor 
of  the  76'. 

In  1798  and  1799  no  difficulty  was  ex]f>erienced  in 
procuring  able  seamen;  we  could  frequentiv  in  one 
week  man  a  frigate.  One  among  other  considerations, 
which  induced  aUe  seamen  to  enter  then  witlvso  much 
alacrity,  was  because  the  enemy  we  were  then  contend- 
ing with  had  not  afloat  (with  very  few  exceptions}  ves- 
sels superior  in  rate  to  frigates.  The  eneoay  we  are 
fighting  have  ships-of'the-line ;  and  our  sailors  know 
the  great  difference  between  that  class  of  vessels  and 
frigates,  and  cannot  but  feel  a  degree  of  reluctance  at 
entering  the  service,  from  the  evident  disparity.  Build 
ships-of-the-line,  and  you  wilt  man  them  with  more 
ease  than  you  now  can  a  sloop  of  war. 

In  1796,  1799,  and  1800,  we  had  near  4^000  able 
seamen  in  the  Navy,  a  number  suflleient  to  man  18 
shipe-o^tlie4ine. 

Ordinary  seamen  can  always  be  procured  in.  abun- 
dance. 


Monday,  November  30. 

Mr.  Lewi8,  frqm  the  ConHnitfee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of'  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  the  Glebe,  situate  within  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  and*  to  provide  for  determining  the 
adverse  claims  to  the  same;  which  was  read 
twi'ce,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  00  Wednesday  nelt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wii.UjkMs^  ther  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eratioo  of  the  bill  making  provLsion  fox  aa  addi- 
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tioiml  D amber  of  general  officers,  tnd  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  committee  appoiated  on  that 
5 art  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
lilitary  Affairs. 

Tuesday,  December  1. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  pasted  the  bill  "con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  pi'ivates,  and  others,  of  the'Army, 
and  for  other  purposes,**  with  amendments;  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Hou»e. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and,  together  with 
the  bill,  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Qene^al  Land 
Office,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers, for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  tK«  claims  to 
land  in  the  late  Territory  of  Louisiana,  now 
Missouri,  of  the  rejected  claims  filed  with  the 
Recorder;  which  were  referred  to  theCotnmit* 
tee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  \o  incorporate  an  inso- 
•ranee  company  against  fire  in  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  was 
'  gone  through,  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.'LAcocK,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
naturalization  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock.  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  adding  thereto  the  following  additional 
section : 

^And  be  itjurther  enacttd^  That  every  natnralized 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof, 
shall  fiirfeit  soch  citizenship  on  his  Toluntarily.depsrt- 
ing  firomf  and  remaining  oat  of  the  United  States  for 
and  during  the  term  of  two  years." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitcb,  the  following  other 
section  was  also  incorporated  in  the  bill :  v 

^^And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  peraons  who 
shall  have  been  naturalized  subsequent  to  the  19ih  day 
of  June  last,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  from  the 
data  of  sttch  natoiralisatioh,  anything  in  the  declara- 
tion of  war  against  Great  Britain*  or  any  other  act,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Mr.  FisK  moved  to  strike  out  nine  months,  the 
time  allowed  to  citizens  to  take  the  benefit  of  our 
naturalization  laws,  and.  insert  three.  He  said 
he  could  not  see  why  so  long  a  time  should  be 
allowed.  The  longest  time  extended  to  our  cit- 
izens in  Canada  is  thirty  days ;  and  he  did  not 
see  why  so  much  more  liberality  should  be  ex- 
tended to  their  citizens  here.  He  was  opposed  to 
their  remaining  here  longer  than  necessary,  the 
more  especially,  as  they  employed  themselves  in 
exciting  divisions,  and  fomenting  the  party  fends 
which  now  agitate  the  country. 

Mr.  Lacock  thought  the  time  proposed  was 
too  short  I  that  in  some  districts  tney  could 


sciircely  hear  of  the  law  within  that  time,  and 
at  any  rate  might  not  be  able  to  meet  with  a  tri- 
bunal, at  which  to  comply  with  the  requisites  of 
the  naturalization  law,  before  the  expiration  of 
that  period. 
Mr.  FiSK  withdrew  his  motion  for  the  present. 

EXPORTATION  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Mr.  Newton  offered  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration,  viz : 

Kuehedt  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manu&ctures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  restrictiona  on  the  exportation  of 
provisions,  and  of  all  articles  necessary  for  naTsl  equip- 
ment, in  vesseU  of  foreign  nations  at  amity  with  the 
United  States,  may  atrthis  time  be  expedient ;  and  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. '  . 

Mr.  N.  said  it  was  well  known  that  there  was 
not  a  day  passed  over  our  heads  but  American 
vessels  were  departing  for.  Splinish  and  Portu- 
guese ports,  unrestricted  as  to  the  exportatlons  of 
provisions  and  navM  stores.  It  was  also  well 
Known  that  the  nation  with  whom  we  are  at 
war  had  in  dor  vicinity  possessions  requiring  the 
use  of'  theae  articles.  It  was  as  well  koQwn^  that 
although  we  were  at  war  with  Great  Britain, 
she  had  agents  in  this  country,  who,  under  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  flag,  had  it  in  their  pow- 
er to  supply  those  possessions  with  such  articles 
in  this  country  as  they  stood  in  need  of.  It  was 
with  a  view  to  cutting  off  t,he  supplies  daily  sent 
from  this  country  to  Halifax,  Newfoundlandi 
Bermuda,  dbc.,  that  he  had  proposed  the  inquiry. 
The  House  had  already  decided,  contrary  to  his 
wish.'  that  there  should,  be  no  embargo — that  the 
exportation  of  provisions  should  not  entirely 
cease  in  vessels  of  foreign  nations  at  amity  with 
us — but,  as  in  duty  bound,  he  acquiesced  in  its 
decision.  The  resolutioo  he  had  offered  had  not 
for  its  object  to  prevent  the  exportation  to  any 
country  other  th^n  that  of  the  enemy ;  but  his 
wish  was  to  require  a  bond  from  these  vessels, 
before  they  departed  from  the  United  States, 
that  their  cargo  should  be  landed  in  a  friendly 
port;  that  they  should'  not,  directly  on  leaving 
port,  steer  for  St.  John's,  or  Halifax,  or  Bermuda, 
or  any  other  British  port.  This  was  the  view  he 
had  in  proposing  the  motion,  and  be  hoped  the 
House  would  accept  it. 

Mr.  QoLD  said  tne  resolution  was  illy  adapted 
to  the  object,  as  avowed,  which  appeared  to  be 
to  guard  against  improper  destinations,  and  not 
against  exportation.  In  its  present  form  it  was 
calculated  tp  excite  much  speculation  and  alaroi. 
He  hoped  it  wonld  be  so  modified  as  to  adapt  the 
phraseology  to  the  avowed  intention.  ' 

Mr.  Bassett  concurred  in  opinion  with  Mr. 
Gold,  and  moved  to  modify  the  resolution  so  as 
tpread  as  follows: 

Reeolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  requiring  bonds  on  the  exportation  of  provia- 
ions,  and  all  articles  necessary  for  naval  equipment,  in 
vessels  of  foreign  nations  -at  amity  with  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
biUy  or  otherwise." 
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Mr.  NEvtoN  was  not  disposed  to  contend  for 
the  foriD,  if  the  sabstance  was  retaioed,  and 
therefore  consented  to  the  modificatioo  proposed. 
Mr.  Macon  expressed  his  regret  that  th^  reso- 
latioo  had  not  been  more  broad  and  comprehen- 
sive. He  had  no  fefir  of  creating  alarm  in  the 
public  mind,  or  exciting  speculation,  because,  he 
said,  the  people  would  understand  that  nothing 
but  an  inquiry  was  proposed,  which  involved  no 
decision  of  ihe  question  of  expedieocj. 

Mr.  Ba0B6tt  said  be  had  hoped,  after  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  the  other  day  by  an.  over- 
whelming majority,  that  theagricuUaral  or  farm-«^ 
ing  interest  would  not  be  again  attacked  in  this 
way.  The  adoption  of  soch  a  resolution,  said 
be,  will  excjte  alarm — it  will  excite  speculation. 
The  merchant  will  goto  the  farmer  and  buy  up  his 
produce  at  a  reduced  price,  telling  him  that  Qon^ 
gress  were  now  legislating  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
B.  said  he  had  heard  of  these  arguments  being 
used  heretofore,  and  that  they  did  induce  many 
farmers  to  sell  their  produce  at  twenty-five  per 
cent,  less  than  they  would  have  done  but  for  this 
argument.  The  adoption  of  the  resolution  would 
hare  a  Tery  material  effect  on  the  price  of  pro- 
duce. He  did  not  fear  the  ultimate  adoDtion  of 
any  provision  on  this  subject,  because  ne  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  when  gentlemen  came  to 
reduce  thei|;^views  to  paper  they  would  find  their 
object  impracticable.  But  be  did  not  wish  the 
subject  stirrejl  at^  all.  Speculation  was  one  of 
the  great  banes  of  our  uovernmeni,  and  he  at 
least  would  always  do  everything  in  his  power 
to  put  it  down ;  he  was  therefore  opposed  to  this 
motion. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  entirely  agreed  in  opinion  with 
Mr.  Basbett,  as  to  the  improprietyor  doing  any- 
thing which  should  have  a  tendency  to  excite 
speculation.  Already  there  was  a  bill  on  the 
table  which,  if  passed,  would  go  .to  cut  up  by  the 
roots  great  part  of  the  present  export  trade,  by 
prohibiting  the  use  of  the  licenses  which  made  it 
safe.  The  present  proposition,  originating  with 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  in  its  original  fo^m  would 
have  excited  great  alarm.  .  He  was,  therefore, 
pleased  at  the  modification;  but  he  tbotigbt  it 
did  not  ^o  far  enough,  and  therefore  proposed  to 
amend  it  by  adding,  after  the  words  '^United 
States,"  the  words  ^^'conditioned  that  such  vessel 
and  cargo  shall  not  proceed  to  an  enemy's  port." 
Mr.  Rbea  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  thereto  the  words  ^'or  to  any  port  or  ports 
in  possession  of  the  enemy.'^ — Agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Milnob's 
motion,  as  amended,  and  negatived — 51  to.  50. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolu- 
tion, in  the  form  proposed  by -Mr.  BAsafTT,  and 
negatived — 56  to  49. 
A  short  time  afterwards— 
Mr.  Nbwton  said  it  app^red  to  him  that  the 
House  had  rejected  the  resolution  above-men- 
tioned more  on  account  of  its  phraseology  than 
its  import.  He  wasl  therefore,  induced  to  pro- 
pose It  again  in  ratner  a  different  shape,  as  fol- 
lows:  * 


Ruohed^  That  the  Committee  ef  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  restrictions  on  the  exportation  of 
provisions,  and  all  articles  necessary  for  military  and 
naval  equipments^  in  vessels  of  foreign  nations  at  am- 
ity with  t^e  United  States,,  may  at  this  time  be  expe- 
dient ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwise.'' 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  to  consider  this 
resolution,  he  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
stood  as  follows :  For  considering  it  56,  against 
it  57,  as  follows :  , 

TxAs — William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  William 
Barnett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  William 
ButJer,  James  Cochran,  Lewis' Condict,  Wra.Craw* 
ford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Elias  £arle,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.John- 
son, Williain  R.  Kingr  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim* 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  E^enezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
AJam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M. 
Troup,  Qharles  Turner,  jr.,  RobeH  Whitehill,  David 
R.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  an^  Richard  Winn. 

Nats— Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  Barman  us  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  Langdon  Chevba,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson* 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldnborough,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufly, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key» 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndes,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pi&in,.  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jr^, 
Josiah  Qttincy,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Thomsa 
Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Daniel^  Shefiey,  John  Sinith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Uii 
Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

So  the  House  refused  further  to  consider  the 
subject.' 


s     Wbdnbsday,  December  2« 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  the  several 
petitions,  presented  at  the  present  session,  praying 
an  extension  of  the  time  limited  by  law  for  the 
payment  for  lands  purchased  by  the  United  States, 
and  the  resolution  of  the  16lh  ultimo,  upon  the 
same  subject,  made  a  report;  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

^  Mr.  Cbbvbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
andMekna,  presented  certain  documents;  whieh 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  report  of  that  eommittee  on  the  aeveial  peti- 
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tioos  of  tb«,  merebanttf  relatiire  to  bonds  lately 
given  to  the  Uoited  States. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  -the  eominittee  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  which  i^elates  to 
military  affairs,  presented  a  bill  "sQpplementary 
to  an  act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equip-* 
ping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and'  for  classing  the  same ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Comipittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  FiSK,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
2l8t  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  the  cireait  and  district  courts  in 
Vermont ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed',  and  read  the  third  time  to  morrow^ 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

'had  been  referred  the  bill  concerning  the  district 

and  territorial  judges,  as  amended,  repprted  a 

recommendation    that    the    amendments    made 

thereto  in  the  House  be  stricken  out. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report— 44  to  36; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  a  fire  insu- 
rance compiany  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  tiine,  and 
passed. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  tbe  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  resolution 
for  the  presentation  of  a  gold  tnedal,  dbc.  to  Cap- 
tain Hull ;  and,  th^  question  .being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  sundry 
petitions  for  a  prolongation  of  the  time  of  pay- 
ment for  public  lands,  and  also  a  resolution  on 
the  subject,  made  a  report  concluding  with  a  re- 
commendation of  the  following  resolutions : 

<*  Besolved,  That  such  parts  of  the  laws  for  the  sale 
of  the  pablic  lands,  as  allow  a  credit  on  part  of  the 
purchase  monej,  be  repealed,  and  that  the  price  at 
which  the  lands  shall  be  offered  in  future,  shall  be  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

'<  Beaolvedt  That,  in  future  sales,  a  portion  of  the 
public  lai^d  be  offered  in  tracts  of  eighty  acres. 

<*  Resolved,  That  two  ;^ar8  be  given  in  addition  to 
the  terms  now  allowed  by  law,  to  the  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  whose  time  of  payment  shall  have  or  may 
expire  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1814,  on 
condition  that  all  the  interest  that  has  accrued  or  may 
accrue,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  next,  shall 
be  paid  on  that  day,  and  the  interest  that  may  become 
^ue  thereafter  shall  be  paid  at  the  day  on  which  the 
time,  according  to  the  existing  laws,  shall  expire  for 
making  payment." 

The  report  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

i 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chbves,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on 
the  subject  of  the  bonds  given  by  sundry  mer- 
chants on  acc6unt  of  recent  importations  of  Brit- 
iah  goods.    [The  repart  reeommeiidi  a  reference 


of  all  the  petitions  on  the  aubject  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury.] 

Numerous  documents  were  read  by  the  Clerk, 
generally  tending  to  show  that  but  little  profit 
was  made  by  the  raerchaats  on  their  recent  im- 
portations, and  they  were  innocent  of  intentionil 
violations  of  the  prohibitory  law. 

After  the  reading  of  these  documents  was  coa- 
eluded, 

Mr.  CUBVBs  rose  and-  stated  that  it  had  not 
been  his  good  fortune  to  agree  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  report  which  he 
'had  been  by  them  directed  to  make  to  the  House. 
He  rose  merely  to  state  this  fi|ct ;  and  it  would 
now  devolve  on  some  other  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  exhibit  the  reasons  on  which  the  report 
was 'predicated. 

Mr.  JoHNaoir  said  the  Houe  would  readily 
perceive  the  disagreeable  situation  iu  which  the 
majority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaas 
were  placed  in  being  deprived  of  the  aid  of  the 
abilities  of  the  gentleman  who  was  chairman  of 
the  committee.  Mr.  J.  said  he  had  intended  him- 
self tox>fier  some  observations  to  the  House  on  the 
subject ;  but  the  day  was  so  far  spent  in  reading 
the  documents,  that  he  was  not  desirous  to-day  to 
offer  himself  to  the  House  on  that  question.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  accordingly  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

BXPORT  OF  PROVieiONS. 

Mr.  Harpbr  said,  that  the  House  had  yester- 
day refused  to  consider  a  resolution,  oflTered  by  a 
gentlemati  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Newton,)  on  the 
subject  of  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  restrict- 
ing the  exportation  of  breadstuffs,  dtc,  when  the 
House  was  thinner  than  at  present,  some  mem- 
bers having  been  absent.  With  a  view  to  try 
the  question  in  a  full  House,  he  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  the 

resolution. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  there  appeared— 
yeas  58,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

YsAs — William  Anderson*  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  William  B«rnett«  William  W.  Bibb,  Robart 
Brown,  WiUiam  Butler,  Francis  Carr,  Matthew  Clay» 
James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  WiUiam  Crawford, 
Roger  Davitf,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Clias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,  John  M.liyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson.  WQr 
liam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ofmsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  WiHiam  Reed,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Ebe- 
nezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver*  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Geoige  Smith,  George  M.  Troup, 
Oharlee  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  WiUiam 
Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

NATs-~Stevenson  Archer,  Jdm  Baker,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmaaus  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Biigbani>  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Chaves, 
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Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Jdhn-  t>aTeapprtf 
janior,  John  Pawfson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Filch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsboroogh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  Ay- 
lett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Riehard  Jaekson,  junior, 
Joseph  Kent,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun  ,  WilHaro  Lowndes, 
Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph 
Pearson,,  Timothy  Pitkin,  'junior,  James  Pleasants, 
junior,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  8amuel  Ringgold,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  Daniel 
Shefley,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B-  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  ^ohn 
Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

The  votes  being  equally  divided, 

Mr.  Speaker  said,  he  believed  he  should  rote 
against  the  proposition  at  any  time,  and  i(  was 
rather  too  late  in  the  day  to  take  it  up  now. 

He  therefore  voted  in  the  negative,  aod  the 
House  adjourned. 


THtTRSDAT,  December  3. 

Shadrack  Bond,  returned  to  serve  as  the  dele- 
gate, in  this  House,  for  the  Illinois  Territory,  ap- 
peared was  qualified  and  took  his  seat.       / 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  peiitioi^of  the 
Commercial.  Company  of  the  City  of  Washiug- 
ton,  presented  on  the  eighth  of  June,  1812,  was 
referred  to  the  Comn^ittee  for  tLic^  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  committee  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
military  afiairs,  made  a  report  on  ,the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the^bill  "coiiceruing  the 
pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
privates,  and  others,  of  the  Army,  and  for  othef 
purposes;'*  which  was  read:  Wherieupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  doth  concur  in  the 
said  amendmeuts,  with  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

Eesoloed,  That  a  commiitee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  disqualify  ing  any  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Territories.of  the  United  States 
firom  holding  any  other  office  of  profit  or  trust, 
other  than  from  the  President  and  Senate  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  tbey  do  lilcewise  inquire  what 
amendments,  if  any,  are  necessary  to  be  made 
to  the  qualifications  requisite  fo  a  seat  as  a  dele- 

f;ate  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  with 
eave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise/ 

Mr.  jENNrNOs,  Mr.  Ltle,  Mr.  McKeb,  and  Mr. 
Barnbtt,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  altering  the  time  and  plac^ 
of  holding  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  in  Ver- 
mont was  read  the  third  time,  and  parsed. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  District  and 
Territorial  Judges  of  the  United  States  wi^t  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  atid  Means,  on 


the  petition  of  sundry  merchants,  praying  a  re- 
mission of  the  bonds  given  on  the  recent  import- 
ation of  British  goods. 

Mr.  JoBNSONj  after  some  preliminary  remarks, 
said  the  Committeie  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
examined  the  subject  pf  the  late  importations  of 
British  manufactures  with  cobsiderinbie  atten- 
tion ;  and,  after  much  deliberation  and  difficulty, 
bad  reported  a  resolution  to  the  House  recom- 
mending a'  reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  the 
Secretary  of  the'Treasury,  who  had  ample  power 
over  it.  The  President  had,  in  his  very  able  and 
lucid  communication  to  Congress,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  represented  to  tbenl 
that  a  considerable  number  of  American  vessels 
had  arrived  in  the  Unit*ed  States  laden  with 
Brttish  manufactures,  under  an  erroneous  impres- 
sion that  the  non-importation  act  would  cease  to 
operate  upon  a  revocation  of  the  British  Orders 
in  Council  by  the  order  of  the  23d  of  June  last, 
and  upon  a  sobject  of  such  magnitvrde  the  Sec*' 
fetary^  of  the  Treasury  had  not  •  exercised  the 
power  of  mitigating  the  forfeitures  incurred,  that 
Congress  might  have  previously  an  opportuaity 
of  making  cuch  provision  as  they  might  deem 
expedient,  and  recommending  this  body  to  con- 
sult equally  what  is  due  to  equitable  considera- 
tions on  the  pari  of  the  merchant,  and  what  is 
due  to  the  public  interest. 

It  has  Bot  been  recommended  to  Congress  to 
interpose,  but  ao  opportunity  has  been  giVen,  that 
Congress  might,  if  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  did  not  correspond  with  their  own. 
The  Secretary  of  th«  Treasury  has  expressed 
himselfin  the  same  character.  Considering  the 
pasgnitude  of  the  subject,  and  the  unforeseen  na- 
ture of  the  case,  it  was  thought  propf  r  not  to  ex- 
ercise the  authbrtty  veited  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, until  Congress  had  taken  the  subject 
into  consideration,  and  prescribed,  if  it  was 
thought  proper,  the  bourse  to  be  pursued.  There 
is  no  reluctance  expressed  either  in  the  Presi- 
dent's commuo'ication  or  in  Mr.  Ghillatin's  report 
to  act  iipon  the  subject,  and  independent  of  ihis 
evidence  several  members  of  the  committee  know 
personally  that  the  .Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
feels  no  embarrassmen-^  in  acting^  provided  the 
matter  should  be  left  for  his  disposition. 

Why  did  th^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sus- 
pend his  decision  in  this  case  until  the  will  of 
Congress  should  be  known  ?  The  reason  is  ob- 
vious. The  consideration  was  weighty.  By  the 
infraction  of  an  existing  statute,  the  oon*impoV- 
ta^oo  act,  Brhisb  manufactures  to  the  value  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  had  becoibe  forfeited 
to  the  Gtoveroment  of  the  United  States.  The 
vessels  and  cargoes  had  been  seized,  and  suits  io' 
every  case  commenced  in  compliance  with  statu- 
tory regulations. 

This  twenty  million  of  dollars  belonged  to  the 
UniteAd  Stales  by  forfeiture.  The  Seereury  of 
the  Treasury,  consulting  equally  in  his  decision 
equitable  considerations  and  the  public  interest, 
formed  bis  opinion,  as  expressed  in  writiog,  that 
there  ought  not  to  be  an  unqualified  remission  of 
the  penalties  aad  fonfeiturea  in  fiiror  of  the  im- 
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as: 


porter,  nor  a  total  exaction  for  (he  public  benefit. 
jBut.  that  the  one-half  of  the  forfeitures,  which 
would  otherwise  fall  to  the  share  of  coJleciors, 
ouffht  to  be  remitted;  that  with  respect  to  one- 
haJf  belonging  to  the  United  States,  justice  to 
the  community  requires,  that,  when  remitted,  at 
least  an  equivalent  may  be  secured  (o  the  public 
for  the  extra  profit  beyond  that  on  common  im- 
portations which  arises  from  the  continuance  of 
the  non-importation  act.  Tbis^  opinion,  formed 
and  expres^^ed,  was  not  executed,  although  the 
power  was  without  limit.  It  was  wisely  delayed, 
that  an  opportunity  might  be  given  to  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  to  object  to  such  a  miti- 
gation. The  power  of  remission  or  mitigation 
once  exercised  would  effectually  destroy  the  right 
of  the  Government.  Ami  as  a  favorite  act«  a 
measure  of  redress  against  a  foreign  eqemy,  had 
been  violated,  by  which  these  forfeitures  had  ac- 
crued, it  was  due  to  Congress,  that  an  opportu- 
nity should  be  afforded  to  object  to  such 'dispens- 
ing power,  and  to  make  any  provision  that  they 
might  deem'  expedient.  It  must  have  been  this 
view  of  the  subje<^  which  delayed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasuiy  in  the  exercise  of  his  mitigat- 
ing powers,  and  not  any  unwillingness  on  his 
part  on  this  as  it  never  has  been  on  other  occa- 
sions to  do  his  duty,  without  a  desire  to  shrink 
from  responsibility.  Why  object  to  this,  refer- 
ence? Why  interpose  in  this  case?  No  new. 
power  is  given.  It  was  given  under  the  Admin- 
istration of  General  Washington.  It  has  been 
continued  until  the  present  moment,  consecrated 
by  the  necessity  of  the  provision.  T|ike  the 
power  away  in  this  instance — you  do  not  prop:>se 
to  take  it  away  in  any  other — it*will  remain  a« 
it  has  remained  from  the  foundation  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, a  permanent  and  indispensable  provi* 
aion.  No  inaividual  wishes  to  change  the  statute, 
nor  shift  the  power;  why  interpose  then  in  this 
case?  The  opposition  comes  from  thpse  who 
contend  for  an  unconditional  remission  of  the 
bonds;  of  course  the  objection  does  not  arise 
from  the  extent  of  the  power,  or  the  nature  of  the 
power,  but  because  the  power  is.not  exercised  in 
Its  greatest  extent.  Indeed  bo  objection  can  be 
made  to  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  the  statute  does  not  give  him  the 
power  of  committing  violepce;  it  does  not  legal- 
ize anjr  outrages.  No,  sir ;  it  gives  him  the  power 
of  remitting  or  mitigating  forfeitures  and  penal- 
ties, in  whole  or  in  part,  incurred  by  a  violation 
^  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  If  the  poVer  should  be 
exercised,  and  the  bonds  of  the  imporjlers  can- 
celled, then,  sir,  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
are  gone  fbrcTer.  But,  if  too  maeh  should  be  ex- 
acted, if  the  conditions' of  remission  should  be 
oppressive.' we  have  lost  none  of  our  power  to  in« 
terpose;>  tfie  friends  of  unqualified  remission  can- 
not, therefore,  object  to  the  power,  because  they 
hav^  the  ad  vantage  ground  of  those  who  are  not 
willing  wholly  to  sacrifice'  the  public  interest.  If 
this  proposition  wanted  support  from  any  farther 
considerations,  they  might  be  added.  As  it  re- 
spected the  United  States,  it  was  important  that 
tne  exercise  of  the  power  of  tba  Secretary  should 


be  delayed;  hot  on  account  of  the. petitioners  it 
was  not.  Take  the  case  of  *^A'^  alone,  and  Con- 
gress would  not  be. called  upon  to  interpose. 
The  subject  would  not  be  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude; but  when  you  unite  the  case  of  B,  C,  D, 
and  the  whole  of  the  alphabet,  if  you  will,  then 
comes  the  objection  ;  the  pecuniary  interest  of 
the  merchant,  and  not  h'm  rights,  are  considered. 
Take  one  insulated  case,  and  if  injustice  is  done, 
it  would  not  be  more  injurious  or  flagrant,  be- 
cause others  share  the  same  fate.  As  it  respects 
the  rights  of  the  petitioners,  they  cannot  be  enti- 
tled to  higher  consideration  than  citizens  who 
have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  subject  to  this 
power,  not  to  injure  but  to  pardon.  Has  this 
power  been  exercised  improperly?  Where  is  the 
complaint?  None  is  heard.  Why  fear  it  at  this 
moment?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  an 
officer  of  high  character  and  respoDsibility^;  and 
as  we  are  amenable  to  those  who  elect  us,  for  a 
faithful  discharge  of  our  duty,  he  is  eoually  ac- 
countable to  the  constituted  authority  or  Govern- 
ment. iVo  officer  is  exempt  from  this  responsi- 
bility. But  we  place  confidence  where  confi- 
dence is  due.  Who  doubts  the  capacity  of  the 
Secretary  ?  This  is  acknowledged.  Who  doubts 
his  integrity?  None.  Where  then  is  the  fear? 
That  he  will  not  remit  the  forfeitures  of  the  im- 
porters ipf  British  manufactures  withoit  qualifi- 
cation ?'  This  is  not  my  fear.  I  do  not  wish  it ; 
and  the  Secretary  has  said  he  will  not  do  it;  and 
no  wonder  at  the  opposition  of  those  who  differ 
from  him. 

The  argurtfent  for  a  reference  might  be  closed 
here ;  but  the  objection  arising  principally  from 
the  extent  of  relief,  and  not  from  the  nature  of 
the  power,  the  view;  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  naturally  involved  in  the  discussion. 
V  To  consult  what  is  due  to  equitable  considera- 
tions, the  manner  in  which  the  non-importation 
act  has  been  violated  must  be  a  matter  of  exami- 
nation. The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
was  furnished  with  papers  by  those  who  repre- 
sented the  merchants  in  this  case,  which  is  a  clear 
manifestation  that  they  were  not  ignorant  of  the 
provisions  of  that  law  by  which  20,000,000  of 

r property  has  been  forfeited  to  the  UniHed  States, 
t  contains,  verbatim,  that  clause  in  the  act  of 
March  1,  1811  j  wliich  sanctioned  the  President's 
proclamation  of  November  2,  1810,  by  reviving 
the  non-importation  part  of  the  non -intercourse 
against  Great  Britain. 

>"  8xc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicta  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation ;  and  such 
proclamation  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence,  and  no 
other  evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or 
modification  in  any  suit,  &c.  And  the  restrictions  im- 
posed, or  which  may  be  imposed  by  virtue  of  the  said 
act,  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclamation,  cease 
and  be  discontinued." 

From  this  provision  in  the  statute,  the  Presi- 
dent was  made  the  sole  judge  of  what  revocation 
or  modiflcatioa  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
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would  justify  a  suspension  of  the  non-importation 
act,  winch  fact  was  to  be  declared  by  proclarDa- 
tioD,  which  was  to/l>e  the  only  evidence  of  the 
fact  of  8uch  revocation  or  modification  ;  and  the 
restrictions  imposed  upon  our  commerce  were  to 
cease  from  the  date  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion, and  not  from  the  revocation  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council.  In  defiance  of  this  knowledge, 
the  shipmentsof  British  manufactures  were  made. 

The  importers  not  only  anticipated  what  the 
President  would  do  in  consequence  of  the  Order 
in  Council  of  June  23J,  but-placed  themselves  in 
the  character  of  jud<?es  for  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  of  what  modification  or  revocation  of 
the  British  orders,  of  1807  and  1809,  would  jus- 
tify a  suspension  of  the  non-importation  act — 
thus  attempting  to  arrest  from  the.President  the 
high  power  vested  in  him  alone  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. 

This  course  of  measures  was  pursued  by  a 
hasty  and  precipitate  importation  of  British  man- 
ufactures, without  waiting  a  reai>onable  time  for 
the  President's  proclamation,  from  the  date  of 
which  commercial  restriction  was  to  cease.  Was 
this  an  innocent  infraction  of  an  existing  kw? 
What  motive  actuated  ?  The  prospect  of  gain — 
self-affgrandizement.  The  honor  of  the  country 
was  forgotten  ;  the  law  considered  a  dead  letter; 
and  British  aggressions  overlooked. 

It  was  a  desire  to  come  with  their  wares  into 
an  exhausted  market — to  enrich  themselves— rto 
out-run  other  merchants  who  waited  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  by  the  proper  organ.    The 
infraction  of  the  law  was  not  innocent.    I  will 
not  say  it  was  fraudulent.    It  was  a  violation 
with  their  eyea  open  to  their  own  personal  bene- 
fit.    If  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council  bad  been  such  as  to  have  admitted  of 
no  doubt  of  the  suspension  of  the  non-im porta-' 
tion  act,  the  merchants  were  advised  by  their 
showing  that  it  was  illegal  to  make  shipments 
until  the  emanation  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion.   It  was  not  only  prohibited  to  our  citizens 
to  make  shipments;  but  to  load  their  vessels  with 
intent  to  ship  before  such  proclamation,  was  a 
forfeiture  of  the  goods.     This  gave  notice  to  all, 
under  what  circumstances  trade  could  be  resumed, 
and  placed  the  community  upon  an  equality.    In 
risking  a  voluntary  infraction  of  Ikw,  the  im- 
porters of  British  merchandise  should  have  chosen 
a  case  less  embarrassed  than  the  British  order  of 
revocation.   The  conditions  of  the  revocation 
are  incqmpatibie  with  the  vital  principfes  of  our 
sovereignty  and  independence.    1.  British  armed 
Tessels  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  hospitalities  of 
our  waters  and  ports,  without  atonement  or  re- 
pentance for  the  insults  and  injuries  received  by 
our  citizens  in  the  vexations  of  the  comiherce, 
in  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  and  in  the 
slaughter  of  our  people.    2.   The  suspension  of 
the  non-importation  act.    3.  The  right  is  posi- 
tively claimed  of  resorting  to  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, as  a  measure  of  retaliation  against  France, 
whenever  the  British  Ministry  shall  deem  it  ex- 
pedient.   Admit  that  they  hi^d  a  right  from  our 
promiftes  to  expect  a  compliaace  with  the  two 


first  conditions)  the  third  was  surely  an  insult 
tb  our  injured  feelings,  and  declaring  in  so  many 
words  that  the  arbftrarv  principle  of  plundering 
our  property  on  the  hign  seas  was  a  right  which 
they  had  only  relaxed  until  it  was  deemed  expe- 
dient in  the  sight  of  our  enemy  to  fix'it  upon  ns. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  hazard  an  opinion,  as  to  the 
course  which  would  have  been  pursued  by  the 
Presjdent  under  this  insidious  and  disguised  re- 
laxation of  the  British  Orders  in  Council — it  is 
however  evident  that  it  was  not  a  case  favorable 
for  the  importing  merchants  to  anticipate  the 
views  of  the  President  in  violation  of  law.  This 
is  not  the  only  view  which  will  enable  us  to  con- 
sult equally  equitable  considerations  and  the  pub- 
lic interest.  The  measure  of  non-importation 
must  be  e^strained.  Without  an  inquiry  into  the 
merit  of  this  act,  the  reasons  are  obvious  why 
there  sliould  not  be  a  ToJuntary  and  total  viola- 
tion o/a  positive  statute  with  impunity,  and  more 
care  should  be  taken  not  to  give  premiums  to  one 
part  of  the  community  to  dp  that  ^vhich  in  oor 
legislative  characters  we  refused  to  do.  It  is 
well  known  that  Congress  at  the  fast  session  re- 
fused to  repeal  this  non-import^tioti  act  in  whole 
or  in  part— and  lam  unwilling  that  the  actsbould 
be  repealed  by  force.  I  do  not  speak  of  hard  cases. 
I  speak  of  the  ordinary  trade  from  Great  Britain. ~ 
There  is  one  class  of  importers  entitled  to  consid- 
eration above  all  others — those  who  purchased 
their  ^oods  in  the  fall,  1810,  before  the  non-im- 

[>ortation  act  was  revived  by  the  President's  proc- 
amation  of  2d  November,  or  who  had  purchased 
their  goods  previous  to  the  2J  of  February,  1811, 
which  closed  the  departure  of  vessels  from  British 
ports  by  the  act  of  March,  1811.  This  may  be 
considered  innocent  bonajide  American  trade, 
being  American  property,  purchased  before  the 
restrictions  were  in  operation,  and  the  merchants 
being  compelled  to  warehouse  such  goods  at  their 
own  risk)  until  the  late  revocation  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council.  The  dilemma  of  thi3  property 
was  not  produced  by  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part 
of  the  purchaser.  He  obeyed  the  impulse  of  duty 
in  storiiig  away  his  goods,  making  a  sacrifice 
rather  than  violate  the  Jaws  of  the  country ;  and 
in  addition,  to  this  reason  for  a  distinction,  aod 
not  less  powerful,  is  that  Congress  did  by  law 
admit  to  entry  all  property  shipped  from  British^ 
pons  prior  to  the  2d  February,  1811,  although  by 
the  previous  existing  provision,  forfeitures  were 
incurred  unless  the  vessel  arrived  within  our 
ports  before  that  period.  To  make  a  di^rimioa- 
tiun  in  those  cast's  where  it  can  be  done  is  assum- 
ing the  ground  of  equality.  I  was  not  unwilling 
at  the  last  session  to  admit  a  partial  suspension 
of  the  non-importation  act,  for  the  double  purpose* 
of  relieving  the  bona  fide  American  merchant 
who  had  his  funds  in  Great  Britain,  and  to  pre-, 
vent  at  tttat  time  internal  taxation.  This  sus- 
pension was  to  be  limited  as  to  time^  and  restricted 
as  to  articles,  which  would  have  relieved  us  from 
impositions  which  have  been  lately  enacted  in 
the  sale  of  certain  articles,  and  the  British  manu- 
facturers would  not  have  been  relieved  from  their 
great  distress,  nor  would  our  own  manufacturea 
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have  saffered  by  the  competition.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject 1  have  not  changed  my  opinion.  I  was  at  ^hat 
time  against  a  repeal  of  the  non-importation  act ; 
at  this  time  I  am  against  any  relaxationt—nor  did 
this  partial  relaxation  which  was  attempted  at 
the  last  session  contemplate  a  direct  trade  with 
Great  Britain.  U  was  prohibited  expressly.  A 
total  repeal  was  then  attempted  and  failed ;  and 
no  wonder  those  who  have  at  all  times  advocated 
the  abandonment  of  the  non-importation  act  as  a 
ruinous  measure  should  advocate  its  repeal  by 
actual  violation — by  force.  So  much  has  been 
suggested  without  regard  to  the  merits  of  this 
measure  of  non  importation.  The  non-imporia- 
tion  act  is  a  measure  of  redress  against  British 
aggression,  and  rigidly  enforced  it  is  a  powerful 
weapon.  It  is  not  a  system  of  the  moment,  nor 
was  it  adopted  without  doe  deliberation,;  -nor  has 
it  been  persevered  in  Without  absolute  certainty 
of  its  efficacy  and  beneficial  results.  It  might  be 
traced  to  the  Revolution ;  it  might  be  called  the 
offspring  of  that  epoch,  originating  with  wisdom, 
to  which  we  are  indebted  for  our  high  destiny  as 
a  free  people.  The  Journals  of  the  old  Congress 
need  not  be  consulted.  Let  the  period  of  1805 
be  called  to  recollection';  that  was  an  enviable 
period  for  the  American  patriot,  when  the  import- 
ing and  exporting  merchants  united  in  writing 
one  hundred  and  forty  pages  in  various  memori- 
als to  Congress  against  the  piratical  conduct  of 
British  cruisers  acting  under  British  orfders.  It 
was  an  application  of  the  rule  of  '66  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States ;  a  rule  fundamentally 
wrong  and  the  conduct  under  it  the  moM  atrocious. 
Plunder  and  piracy  was<  the  order  of  the  day. 
Trade  consecrated  by  public  law  subject  to  fluc- 
tuating decisions ;  rules  of  evidence  disregarded ; 
vessels  and  earfoes  subject  to  the  arbitrary  dis- 
cretion of  English  tribunals.  The  rule  of  '56 
never  was  executed  until  ISOl— then  it  was  alter- 
nately enforced  and  abandoned — until  the  mer- 
chadts  rallied  in  the  fall  of  1805.  Ih  "  '56"  it  was 
the  case  of  the  Dutch  carryin);  colonial  produce 
the  property  of  an  enemy.  It  was  not  a  question 
of  security  in  cases  ofbonajide  neutral  property. 
This  colonial  trade  had  become  lucrative ;  the 
wealth  of  our  m^rchfnts  was  employed  in  pur- 
chasing colonial  productions;  brought  to  the 
Unlteu  States,  the  direct  trade  being  prohibited^ 
the  surplus  was  exported  under  the  santtion  of 
the  most  saered  and  long  established  principles 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  as  well  as  the  British  ad- 
miralty,courts.  Under  these  sanctions,  without 
notice,,  and  with  a  motive,  to  plunder,  our  rich 
cargoes  spread  over  the  face  of  every  tea .  are 
BWept  from  the  ocean  by  British  armed  vessels. . 
Not  satisfied  with  tbe  regular  trade  of  the' 
American  merchknt,  it  has  been  periodically  a 
prey  to  feed  the  hungry  appetite  of  the  British 
navy,  and  her  cruisers.  She  destroys  th<e  com- 
merce of  her  enemies;  she  plunders  the  com- 
merce also  of  neutrals;  and  as  our  neutral  and 
maritime  rights  have  been  important  to  our  citi- 
zens by  their  enterprise  and  industry,*  and  as  they 
have  promised  us  prosperity  and  wealth,  in  the 
same  degree  have  they  been  aul^ectt  of  British 


jealousy  and  outrage.  The  merchants  were  united 
in  their  complaints;  Congress  was  urged  to  resist- 
ance; the  Government  was  caHed  upon  to  out- 
stretch the  right  hand  of  its  power;  while  the 
merchants  were  swearing  upon  the  altar  of  eternal 
justice,  that  they  would  avenge  the  bleeding 
wounds  of  their  common  country,  tn  New  York 
the  merchants,  in  their  memorial,  reconimend 
permission  to  be  given  to  the  seamen  to  re:iisr, 
with  force  of  arms,  in  our  own  waters,  British 
press  gangs.  The  ofs^race  of  submitting  to  plun- 
der and  outrage  was  felt.  Ready  to  support  the 
cause  of  the  merchants/Coogress  obeyed  their 
impressive  call.  Mr.  Monroe  reiterated  the  same 
complaint  from  Europe.  Something  must  be 
done.  The  eighteenth  of  April,  the  partial  non- 
importation act  was  adopted,  to  take  effect  the 
Sfteenth  of  November  following;  Congress  was 
ot  long  deceived.  Dismay  seemed  to  succeed 
this  display  of  zeal.  Commercial  sensibilities 
were  blunted.  Aggressions  were  more  common  ; 
prospeots  were  darkened;  those  who  urcted  the 
nation  to  resistance  were  the  first  to  condemn  it. 
Commercial  restriction  with  Great  Britain  was 
opposed,  and,  when  ^ar  was  declared,  that  war 
^a«' opposed  with  fourfold  vtolence — the  alterna- 
tive was  ^ubmibsion.  No  cessation  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain  of  her  hostile  acts;  th^y  in- 
creased ;  no  concession  of ''rights,  no  atonement 
made.  On  the  22d  December,  1807.  an^  embargo 
was  laid  ;  which  continued  fourteen  months,  and 
was  repealed^by  act  of  Congress  of  first  March, 

1809.  The  non-intercourse  law  continued  about 
about  fourteen  months,  and  expired  with  the  end 
of  the  session  in  May,  1810.    The  first  of  May, 

1810,  before  the  close  of  the  session,  the  act 
passed  which  authorized  the  President  to  revive 
the  non-importation  part  6f  the  non-intercourse, 
which  was  about  .to  expire,  upon  certain  contin- 
gencies. Accordingly,  the  3d  Novembeir)  1810, 
the  non-imporiatioa  was  revived  against  Great 
Britain  by  proclamation,  which  continues  in 
force.  This  is  the  history  of  «ur  commercial 
restrictions. 

While  the  people  .are  fighting  for  commerce 
and  free  trade,  l^  am  unwilling  to  see  any  class 
of  citizens  carry  6n  a  trade  with  the  enemy,  and 
under  license.  It  would  be  gross  injustice  to  the 
other  clashes  of  the  community,  and  it  would  ia- 
duce  the  merchant  to  look  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, and  an  enemy,  for  protection.  The  calam- 
ity of  waf  is  acknowledged.  It  has  been  resorted 
to  as  the  least^evil,  and  all  most  bear  the  calamity 
as  it  comes  upon  them,  a9  our  fathers  did  before 
us.  The  time'  has  arrived  when  we  must  act 
with  energy.  The  partial  non-importation  law 
was  too  weak;  the  embargo  was  too  weak;  the 
non- intercourse  was  too  weak:  these  measures 
were  weak,  because  the  mercantile  class  of  the 
people  was  strong ;  our  weakness  has  originated 
from  their  strength.  The  partial  non-importa- 
tion  law  was  suspended ;  the  embargo  was  re- 
pealed in  a  momentof  alarm ;  and  the  non-intfr- 
course  expired  of  itself.  The  strength  of  the 
non-importation  is  about  to  be  tested ;  we  are 
now  to  see  whether  we  ahaii-te  driven  from  this 


225 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


226 


Degbmbbr,  1813. 


MtrchanUf  Bonds. 


H.  OF  R. 


ground.  Bat  the  noa-imporiation  is  a  'strong 
measure  of  redress.  It  has  had  this  character 
with  the  British  Ministry.  When  Mr.  Pox  was 
advised  of  the  passage  of  the  partial  non-impor- 
tation act,  he  seemed  to  be  alarmed.  After  his 
deaths  his  successors,  Lords  Holland  and  Auck- 
land, made  it  the.  first  act  oi  their  official  duty 
"with  our  Ministers  in  London  to  remonstrate 
against  it.  See  the  kst  letter  written  by  Mr/ 
Monroe  before  Mr.  Piokney  united  with  him,  and 
see  the  first  letter  received  by  them  jointly.  The 
same  anxiety  prevailed  in  the  subsequent  com* 
municatioBs  upon  our  subsequent  restrictive 
measures. 

The  examination  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  Sngland  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  in- 
dividuals of  respectability,  from  more  than  thirty 
of  the  gr^t  manuiacturing  districts,  and  the  re- 
mark of  Mr.  Brougham,  place  the  subject  in  a 
most  interesting  point  of  view.  The  principal 
manufacturers,  the  proprietors,  are  represented  as 
without  capital  >  with  stock  on  hand  and  no  mar- 
ket; their  funds  exhausted,  and  ruin  threatened; 
the  laboring  class  of  the  people  reduced  to  the 
most  afflicting  distress.  Thousands  are  repre- 
sented to  be  without  employ ;  thousands  upon 
half  pay,  and  half  allowance  of  food;  thousands 
reduced  to  the  brink  of  starvation;  the  home-> 
market  glutted,  and  the  price  of  manufactures 
reduced.  South  America,  Canada,  and  other 
places,  had  been  substituted  for  the-  markets  in 
the  United  States;  and  nothing  but  loss  anddis- 
appoiotment  had  ensued ;  and,  as  the  continent 
of  Burope  was  closed  against  British  manufac- 
tures, the  United  States  alone  could  relieve  the 
distress  of  this  valuatde  class  of  people  in  Qreat 
Britain.  The  common  and  ordinary  consump- 
tion of  British  manufactures  in  the  United  States 
of  America  is  estimated  at'  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars. The  pay  for  these  goods  is  certain,  and  the 
market  not  liable  to  fluctuation.  So  great  has 
been  the  importations  of  British  manufactures 
from  the  first  organization  of  this  Government, 
that  the  proceeds  of  our  export  trade  to  every 
other  part  of  the  world  has  principally  returned 
home  through  British  channels.  Great  Britain 
has  been  the  exchange  for  our  commerce,  and  if 
not  checked,  our  merchants  will  coo tinae  during 
war  to  augment  their  funds  in  Great  Britain. 
The  case  under  consideration  furnishes  another 
strong  evidence  of  the  effect  of  this  measure. 
The  23d  June,  the  Orders  in  Council  were  re- 
voked s  the  13th  of  July,  information  was  re« 
ceived  in  Great  Britain,  that  a  declaration  of 
war  had  passed  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
on  the  30th  of  July,  the  war  was  offinTially  known. 
Notwithstanding  this  short  period,  upwards  of 
twenty  millions  worth  of  British  manufactures 
have  been  shipped  to  the  United  States,  which 
falls  far  short  of  usual  importations.  For  up- 
wards of  eighteen  months,  the  exchange  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  has  been 
about  twenty  per  cent,  discount.  Since  the  ship- 
ments of  the  late  imported  British  goods,  the 
exchange  has  sunk  to  fourteen  per  cent,  discount. 
This  is  evidence  of  the  relief  oeeasioned  by  the 
12th  Con.  ^  S£S8.«-8 


late  importations.  Nor  will  we  omit  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Russeli,  our  Charg6  des  Afiaires,  a 
gentleman  who  has  so  distinguished  himself  in 
his  correspondence  with  the  British  Government. 
He  informs  you  that  the  Orders  in'  Council  were 
revoked  to  relieve  the  wants  and  distresses  of  the 
manufacturers  of  England,  and  not  as  an  act  of 
justice  towards  the  United  States. 

Thus,  sir,  the  operation  of  this  measure  upon 
the  enemy  has  been  considered.  No  doubt  its 
operation  at  home  will  be  examined.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  this  examination.  We  hilive  been  told, 
and  we  shall  be  told  again,  that  this  is  a  self- 
destroying;  system  ;  that  we  injure  ourselves  more 
than  we  injure  the  enemy.  We  no  doubt  cloud 
the  prospects  of  the  exporting  and  importing  mer- 
chants, and  it  has  an  indirect  influence  upon  the 
prospects  of  others. 

But  we  do  not  expect  to  be  without  clothes  to 
wear  or  bread  to  eat,  although  this  non-importa- 
tion act  may  continue  as  to  Great  Britain.  We 
hear  complaints  that  the  per  centage  of  the  mer- 
chant is  curtailed.  We  do  not,  however,  hear  of 
thousands  reduced  to  want  and  beggary.  So  far 
from  it,  as  a  general  measure,  the  non-importa- 
tion act  is  not  iojurious  to  the  United  States. 
Industry  is  aogmented,  extravagance  is  curtailed, 
independence  is  secured,  and  manufactures  are 
completely  protected.  The  documents  which 
have  been  furnished  to  this  House,  and  other  cor- 
rect sources  of  information,  have  given  us  a  most 
flattering  prospect  of  domestic  manufactures. 

The  annual  value  of  domestic  manufactured 
articles,  is  estimated  at  an  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  :~Of  cabinet  ware,  household 
furniture,  and  ship  building,  twenty  millions; 
leather  and  manufactures  of  leather,  saddles,  har- 
ness, ;shoes,  boots,  dbc,  twenty  millions  annually; 
of  woollen,  cotton,  and  flaxen  goods,  forty  mil- 
lions. Two-thirds  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  clothed  with  domestic  manofactures. 
Two-thirds  of  the  slavery,  house,  and  table  linen 
used,  is  made  in  the  United  States.  Importation 
of  cards  prevented  by  Whittemore's  machine. 

Manufactures  in  the  United  States  are  equal 
to  the  consumption — 1st.  Of  wood,  and  of  which 
wbod-  is  the  chief  material ;  2d.  Leather,  find  the 
manufactures  of  leather;  soap  and  candles ;  flax- 
seed oil,  refined  ..sugar,  coarse  earthenware,  snufi^ 
chocolate,  mustard,  dbc. 

Manufactures  firmlv  established,  some  furnish- 
ing the  greater,  and  all  a  considerable  part  of  the  ^ 
consumption  of  the  United  State»— First,  iron  and 
manufactures  of  iron  ;  second,  of  cotton  wool  and 
flax;  third,  hats,  paper,  printing  types,  printed 
books,  spirituous-  and  malt  liquors,  manufactures 
of  hemp,  gunpowder,  window  glass,  jewelry,  and 
clocks,  leads,  straw  bonnets,  and  hats,  wax  can- 
dles, patqts,  and  colors,  salt,  popper,  plated  ware, 
calico  printing,  queens,  earthen  ana  glass  ware^ 
medical  drugs  and  several  chemical  preparations. 
This  calculation  was  made  principally  from  ma- 
terials collected  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  1610.  Since  which  time  there  has  been  a  , 
great  augmentation  of  our  manufacturing  estab- 
Ushmeata.    The  want  of  capital  is  no  longer  felt* 


227 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


228 


H.  OF  R. 


MerchanU^  Bandt. 


Dbobmbsb,  1812. 


The  United  States  abound  in  the  raw  materials 
of  these  rarious  manufactures,  and  aa  to  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  DO  country  can  boast  of  equal 
abundance.    From  this  view  of  the  subject  it 
might  be  urged  that  the  United  States  has  been 
injured  in  these  late  British  importations,  save  a 
benefit  arising;  from  a  revenue  of  five  millions  of 
dollars.    Here  a  foundation  is  laid  to  .destroy^ our 
dependence  upon  Qreat  Britain.    When  that  is 
destroyed  we  shall  not  have  so  much  to  fear  from 
her  jealousy.    When  the  two  nations  are  con- 
vinced that  they  can  do  without  each  other  they 
will  be  better  friends,  and  our  distance  will  pre- 
vent future  wars.  Our  exporters  sell  th^r  cargoes' 
of  flour  to  the  peninsula  of  Spain  and  purchase 
a  bill  of  exchange  upon  Qreat  Britain.    The.  im- 
porter purchases  this  bill  from  the  exporter,  and 
ships  to  this  country  British  manufactures.  Here 
is  oependence  on  our  part.    On  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  she  depends  upon  the  markets  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  sell  her  manufactures  and  get  a  sup-. 
Sof  the  raw  material  to  supply  her  work  shops, 
is  powerful  class  of  British  subjects^  the  man- 
ufacturers, prefer  the  markets  of  the  Uoired  States 
to  the  markets  of  any  other  part  of  the  globe,  and 
the  reason  is  obvious.    In  every  conflict,  there- 
fore, between  the  two  States,  founded  on  British 
aggressions,  this  country  may  calculate  perhaps 
too  much  upon  their  markets  for  British  fabrics 
as  an  inducement  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to 
abstain  from  further  violence.  Great  Britain  makes 
still  stronger  calculations  upon  the  opposition  in 
this  country  to  measures  of  hostility.    If  the  non- 
importation act  should  fail  as  a  means  of  redress, 
this  view  gives  some  consolation,  in  the  bone  ihat 
if  this  state  of  things  must  continue  it  will  con- 
vince the  two  Powers  that  they  can  live  without 
each  other.    I  flatter  myself,  that  the  United 
States  would  only  feel  a  temporary  evil,  if  from 
any  necessity  it  was  cut. off  from  an  intercourse 
with  Great  Britain  never  to  be  resiimed — our  re^ 
sources  are  great,  our  wants  can  be  supplied.    I 
come  lastly  to  consider  the  facts  and  the  testimo- 
ny in  this  case,  and  although  I  shall  be  bound  to 
consider  the  statement  of  the  merchants  as  ipter- 
ested  parties,  and  the  examination  will  prove  it, 
still  I  shall  say  nothing  to  dero^te  from  tlie  high 
character,  the  great  respectability,  and  thet  exten- 
sive information  of  those  committees  of  merchants 
Who  have  appeared  before  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.    The  testimony  reported  has 
only  made  out  one  side  of  the  questign.  It  would 
astonish  those  who  are  una^uainted  with  judi- 
cial proceedings,  particularly  in  chancery,  where 
individuals  of  the  first  and  equal  respectability 
contend  for  their  rights,  and  each  party,  though 
equally  zealous  in  his  own  behalf,  make  out  very 
different  and  opposite  cases.      Here  the  judge 
leaves  the  statement  of  the  parties  and  resorts  to 
other  testimony,  either  verbal  or  w;ritien.  Indeed, 
sometimes  the  parties  make  statements  contrary 
to  the  records  of  the  courts,  which  is  the  highest 
.  species  of  evidence. 

,  A  chancellor,  who  had  never  adorned  the  bench 
of  equity,  would  be  still  more  astonished  in  cases 
brought  lot  his  adjadicfUioA.    He  would  take  a  p 


the  bill  of  the  complaint  and  read  it — he  would 
look  at  the  party  making  thestatement — he  would 
acknowledge  his  respectability,  his  high  standing, 
his  unsuspected  veracity^and,  without  further 
investigation,  be  would  suppose  no  doubt  could 
exist  as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  would  feel 
a  disposition  forthwith  to  enter  a  decree  against 
the  defendant.    But,  when  his**  duty  compelled 
him  to  travel  over  thestatement  of  the  defendant, 
equally  respectable,  equally  creditable,  equally 
honorable,  be  would  immediately  discover  that 
he  had  onlv  viewed  one  side  of  the  question.   His 
mind  would  immediately  be  balanced,  and  he 
would  call  for  other  testimony  to  make  out  the 
cases — and  what  is  still  more  wonderful,  neither 
party  in  their  statement  would  so  contradict  each 
other  as  to   injure  the  reputation  of  the  other. 
So  powerful  is  self-interest — so  blind  to  the  rights 
of  others — the  mind  seems  to  possess  magical 
powers  to  deceive  itself,  without  being  consbious 
of  it.    With  these  remarks,  I  turn  to  the  report, 
19th  page,  where  the  Committee  of  Merchants 
state  that  the  average  of  the  impost  duties,  as  cal- 
culated at  the  custom-house,  amount  to  33^  per 
cent,  on  the  prime  cost  of  goods;  on  crockery  and 
glass  ware,  hard  ware,  plated  ware,  silks,  milli- 
nery, d&c.,  50  per  cent.  Here  we  h&^e  the  record 
as  a  guide  as  to  duties — and  it  was  my  duty  to 
descend  to  that  record  and  consult  its  pa^es. 
/  The  duties  are  divided  in  denominattoa  into 
specific  and  ad  valorem  duties.    Few  articles  pay 
specific  duties — the  great  fund  of  revenue  arises 
from  cui  valorem  duties.    These  duties  may  be 
classed  according  to  these  rates.    Previous  to  a 
declaration  of  war,  the  peace  duties  were,  1st.  12^, 
15,  and  20  per  cent.;  to  these  were  added  2\  per 
cent,  the  Mediterranean  fund.    Doubled,  since 
war,  they  stand — first  class, 25  percent.;  add  Me- 
diterranean duty.  2|~7^;-^seeond  class,  30, per 
cent.;  add  the  Mediterranean  duty  2^:i:32^; — 
third  dass,  40  percent.;  add  the  Mediterranean 
duty  2i=:42i 

The  rates  of  ad  valorem  duties  are  fixed  by 
law.  The  calculation  is  made  by  adding  20  per 
cent,  upon  the  prime  cost  of  all  goods  imported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hone  or  beyond.  10  per 
cent,  upon  the  actual  cost  from  any  other  plice, 
including  all  charges  which  precede  theshipmeot, 
commissions,  outside  packages,  and  insurance  ex- 
cepted. The  prime  cost :  we  will  take  the  round 
sum  of  X100,and  make  the  calculated  export  duties 
from  Great  Britain  and  inland  charges,  £6,  to  be 
added  to  prime  co6t~106;  to  this  sum  add  10  per 
cent.  £10  U).  The  amount  upon  which  duty, 
£116  12,  is  calculated  for  every  £100  prime  cost. 

This  calculation  is  not  an  arbitrary  one.  It  is 
consistent  with  the  law  and  the  practice  of  the 
Treasury,  only  in  most  cases  the  Treasury  doea 
not  add  as  much  as  6  per  cent,  to  the  prime  cost, 
as  I  have  done  in  this  case.  Indeed,  I  have  now 
two  original  invoices  and  a  bill  of  lading^  to  prove 
that  the  ordinary  charges  which  are  added  to  the 
prime  cost,  and  upon  which  the  duty  is  calcula- 
ted, does  not  amount  to  6  per  cent.  Upon  every 
£100  only  prime  cost,  therefore,  the  charges  and 
the  10  per  cent,  will  make  it  XllO. 
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1st.  The  duty  of  27}  per  cent,  on  £116  would 
be  32  per  cent,  on  £100. 

2d.  The  duty  of  32}  per  cent,  on  £116  would 
be  38  per  cent,  on  £100. 

3d.  The  duty  of  42}  per  cent,  on  £116  would 
be  49}  per  cent  on  £100. 

It  is  necessary  to  examine  and  find  out  the  pro- 
portions of  the  importations  on  articles  which  pay 
these  three  rates  of  duty,  of  27},  32},  and  42}  per 
cent,  upon  prime  cost,  and  the  addition  of  £6  to 
each  £100,  according  to  the  calculation  at  the 
cu5tom-house;  or,  in  other  words,  the  articles 
paying  upon  the  prime  cost  32  per  cent.,  38  per 
cent.,  and  49}  per  cent.  Hollow  glass  ware,  car- 
riages, and  parts  of  carriages^  alone  pay  49}  per 
cent.  Kara  ware,  millinery;  leather,  and  manu- 
factures of  leather,  china,  crockery,  dbc,  pay  38 
per  cent.  All  other  goods,  principally  wool,  silk, 
cotton,  flax,  hemp,  d^c,  pay  only  32  per  cent.  Al- 
though the  bulk  of  these  articles  paying  the  last 
estimated  rate  of  duties,  are  enumerated  by  the 
Committee  of  Merchants  from  New  York  as  pay- 
ing 50  per  cent.-^mak]Dg  an  average  difierence  of 
about  17  per  cent,  which,  taken  from  the  gross 
amount  of  the  charges  which  they  stated  amount- 
ed to  60  per  (fent.  and  upwards,  will  give  them  a 
gofit  of  17  per  ceot.,  more  than  was  calculated, 
ut  I  proceed  with  my  calculation  to  find  out  the 
average  of  the  duty  upon  importations  into  the 
United  States.  This  can  be  done  only  by  resorting 
to  tbe  aniiual  reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  will  give  tne  amount  of  articles 

flaying  the  three  rates  otad  valorem  duty.  But 
ittle  time  has  been  given,  and  I  have  commenced 
with  the  year  1804  up  to  the  year  1810,  both 
years  inclusive : 


Importa- 

tMMM. 


In  1804 
1806 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 


7. 


1st  gnde  of  dntj 
paying  88. 


8d  grade  of  doty 
paying  38. 


80,314,367 
33,606^584 
96,844,048 
36,264,874 
19,783/)26 
19,668,878 
37,714,120 


818,986,396 


3,641,986 
7»848,689 
8,378,687 
9,484,688 
7,628,478 
4,783,116 
7,703,290 


47,856,647 


3d  ditto. 
49}. 


485»186 
405/170 
610,803 
686,118 
66,647 
313,712 
652,161 


2,799,481 


213  millions,  paying  38 
48      do  do     38 

3      do  do     49} 

264 

The  result  of  seven  years  gives  us  264  fnillions' 
^worth  of  importations,  by  adding  a  fraction  of  a 
million  in  each  case  for  sake  of  round  numbers. 

Of  that  vast  amount  of  264'  millions,  three  mil- 
lions has  paid  49}  per  cent,  duty;  48  millions  has 
paid  38  per  cent.,  and  113  millions  has  paid  the 
lowest  per  cent,  upon  the  prime  cost,  33  per  cent. 
To  get  bold  of  the  average  duty  we  must  not 
take  the  duties  alone,  add  tiiem  tosether  and  then 
divide  by  three;  we  mtast  also  take  into  the  cal- 


culation the  amount  of  articles  paying  the  differ- 
ent rates  of  duty.  The  experiment  has  been 
made  of  the  two  last  vears,  and  of  the  three  last 
years.  The  average  auty  upon  the  whole  impor- 
tations would  be  less  than  33^  per  cent.  There- 
fore, the  great  bulk  of  the  articles^  and  in  fact  all 
of  the  articles  enumerated  by  the  committee  of 
New  York,  as  payiog  50  per  cent  duty  upon  the 
prime  cost,  pay  only  38  and  32,  except  hollow 
glass  ware,  and  the  average  duty  as  calculated  at 
the  custom-house  upon  annual  importations  does 
not  amount  to  33}  per  cent.  So  much  for  the 
first  fact,  which  is  proven  variant  from  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  New  Tork  committee,  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  tbe  custom-houae  calculations, 
apd  mathematical  demonstration.  We  will  now 
pass  to  another  allegation  in  the  reported  state- 
ment. It  seems  as  if  one  of  the  New  York  com- 
mittee stated  that  the  greater  part  of  the  late  im- 
portatioDs'of  British  manufactures  were  purchased 
in  the  Fall  of  1819,  and  previous  to  2d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1811,  the  period  wneii  the  non-importation 
commenced  its  operation.  This  statement  was 
not  made  upon  positive  facts.  It  was  a  belief, 
an  opinion  expressed,  and,  as  will  appear,  unne- 
cessarily and  too  strongly  expressed.  These  were 
the  cases  most  entitled  to  con^deration — and  the 
want  of  evidence  to  discriminate,  is  a  reason  ad- 
ditional why  we  should  refer  this  subject  to  some 
tribunal  for  exqimination,  and  you  must  give  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  you  must  cre- 
ate a  new  tribunal.  The  statement  under  con- 
sideration does  not  admit  of  arithmetical  demon- 
stration. We  must  resort  to  circumstantial  and 
such  positive  evidence  as  we  have  on  this  point, 
and  although  it  may  not  be  sufficient  to  say  what 
amount  of  goods  lately  imported  were  purchased 
and  on  American  account  and  risk  prior  to  the 
2d  of  February,  1811,  there  is  violent  presumptive 
evidence  to  overthrow  the  opiniooi  of  the  mem- 
ber of  tbe  New  York  committee,  that  the  greater 
part  was  purchased. 

The  late  importations  admit  of  classification 
as  to  the  time  of  purchase,  as  to  the  time  of  ship- 
ment, and  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  property* 
As  to  the  time  of  purchase:    Thar  which  was 
purchased  previous  to  February,  1811 ;  that  which 
was  purchased  after  2d  February,  and  previous 
to  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  23d  of  June,  1812:  and  purchases  made 
after  a  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil.   As  to  shipments,  vessels  which  left  British 
ports  for  the  United  States  before  a  knowledge 
of  the  declaration  of  war,  and  vessels  which 
sailed  after  that  knowledge.    As  to  the  owner- 
ship, 1st.  That  which  was  purchased  either  on 
credit  or  with  prompt  payment  by  American 
citizens,  and  shipped  on  American  account.    2d. 
Goods  shipped  oy  British  merchants  to  order 
an^  on  British  risk  and  British  account  until  . 
delivered  to  the  American  merchant  in  this  coun- 
try.   I  have  already  produced  papers  showing 
such  a  case,  where  the  invoices,  the  biH  of  lading 
and  the  mercahtile  letter  enclosed  to  a  friend 
who  was  directed  to  deliver  over  the  goods  to  a 
third  perioD,  upon  the  ^contingeney  of  iiis  being 
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In  solvent  circvmstaDces.  3d.  British  property. 
There  is  do  evidence  to  determine  precisely  the 
quantity  of  goods  purchased  a.t  those  different 
periods,  but  there  are  circumstances  to  establish 
the  fact  that  a  very  small  portion  indeed  was 
purchased  prior  to  the  2d  of  February,  1811. 

From  an  examination  of  custom-house  returns 
it  will  appear  that  from  ten  to  fiAeen  million  of 
dollars  worth  of  British  merchandise  was  shipped 
into  the  United  States  previous  to  the  2d  d  Feb- 
ruary, 1811,  and.  whicn  was  adpiitted  to  entry 
and  exempted  from  forfeiture  in  consequence  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March,  1811,  which 
was  intended  to  embrace  those  very  cases.  In- 
dependent of  this,  it  was  well  known  that  appli- 
cation would  be  made  to  Congress  for  suoh  a. re- 
laxation of  the  non-importation  act. 

There  were  other  weighty  inducements  to  the 
merchant  to  ^et  home  his  property.  He  had  paid 
the  usual  prices.  The  non-importation  was  to 
commence  its  operation  on  the  2d  February, 
1811;  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  speedy  termina- 
tion of  our  differences  with  Great  Britain;  the 
exhausted  markets  of  the  United  States  offered  a 
certain  pledse  of  profit.  Under  these  circum- 
stances IS  it  likely  that  ten  million  dollars  worth 
of  the  late  importations  were  ptirchased,  paid  for, 
pot  into  warehouses,  and  there  remained  until 
23d  June,  1812 1  The  enterprising  and  bold 
character  of  the  merchant  forbids  suco  a  supposi*- 
tioD.  Their  conduct  in  general,  I  do  not  speak 
IQ  particular,  has' not  been  timid,  more  especially 
when  they  have  only  come  into  contact  with  the 
commercial  restrictions  of  the  United  States. 
This'is  not  the  Only  circumstance.  We  have  it 
from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Russell,  that  the  revo- 
eation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  was, not 
an  act  of  justice  towards  the  United  States,  but 
as  a  relief  to  her  numerous  suffering  and  ruined 
manufacturers,  who  had  stated  that  they  had 
conditional  orders  from  American  merchants  for 
Tast  quaQtities  of  goods  as  sooti  as  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  revoked.  Mr.  Russell  al&o  states, 
that,  after  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
the  agents  of  American  merchants  were  extremely 
active  in  making  investments  in  British  manu- 
factures. It  is  a  fact  acknowledged  that  the  state 
of  exchange  was  affected  by  it — it  fell  from  up- 
wards of  20  to  14  or  15  per  cent. — and  tbitt  there 
was  al«o  a  rise  in  the  price  of  manufactures. 
Mr.  Russell  concludes  with  stating  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  a  very  small  portion  of  the  late  im- 
portations was  purchased  iprior  to  February  2d, 
1811.  I  have  examined  this  fact,  not  as  a  judee 
or  an  advocate,  but  with  a  view  to  convince  the 
committee  of  the  necessity  of  a  reference  of  this 
subject.  The  next  fact  I  shall  take  up  relates  to 
the  rate  of  profit,  and  here  again  we  must  have 
recourse  to  the  best  evidence  in  our  power,  and 
not  the  best  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit. 
The  petitioners  admit  that  they  will  make  a 
handsome  profit  if  their  bonds  should  not  be  for- 
feited.»  If  they  should  escape  by  a  total  remis- 
sion of  the  forfeitures  incurred,  this  handsome 
profit  they  allege  will  be  from  5  to  10  per  cent, 
above  ordinary  profit}  and  not  including  the  dia- 


coutit  in  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  It  is  alleged  that 
the  rate  of  exchange  ought  not  to  be  calculated 
as  an  extra  profit,  l^cause  within  ten  years  it  will 
balance  itself.  It  is  true  that  in  ordinary  times, 
the  exchange  will  sometimes  be  above  par,  ana 
sometimes  oelow  par,  so  as  not  to  make  any  ma- 
terial profit  or  loss  within  ten  or  any  given  num- 
bers of  years.  But,  previous  to  the  year  1811,  for 
twenty  years  the  discount  has  never  been  greater 
than  ten  per  cent. — during  the  year  1811  it  was 
20  per  cent,  and  upwards.  The  petitioners  say 
fi'om  10  to  23.  Taking  ail  the  information  I 
have  read  on  this  subject,  the  discount  in  some 
cases  has  been  28  per  cent.  If  the  petitioners 
will  not  call  this  discount  a  profit,  I  cannot  help 
it,  nor  is  it  les$  true  that  the  discount  puts  into 
their  pockets  so  much  money.  I  am  not  com- 
pelled to  disbelieve  my  own  senses;  and  if  Tsee 
a  bill  of  exchange  purchased  at  a  discount  of  20 
percent.,  which  is  equal  in  value  to  its  nominal 
amount,  in  vain  may  the  purchaser  say  he  makes 
no  calculation  of  profit  ftptti  such  a  speculation. 
He  makes  his  twenty  per  cent,  discount.  The 
same  advantage  accrues  to  the  exporter  of  pro- 
duce to  the  Peninsula!  The  bills  on  England 
are  invested  in  British  motuufactures  to  prevent  a 
loss  of  20  per  cent.  I  have  had  reference  to  the 
reports  annually  made  by  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  ascertain  the  fluctuations  of 
exchange. 

A  recurrence  to  this  annual  report,  where  the 
Government  has  made  great  annual  purchases  of 
bills  on  England  with  a  view  of  paying  the  pub- 
lic debt  in  Europe,  confirms  the  fact  stated  by 
the  petitioners,  that  exchange  was  never  knowa 
before  to  be  more  than  ten  per  cent,  discount, 
and  that  within  ten  years  the  balance  is  equal  ia 
ordinary  times. 

In  1804  exchange  was  from .  par  to  2^  per  oeat 
advance,  average  1^;  1805,  exobange  was  frona 
par  to  4  per  ceat.  discount,  average  3 ;  1806,  at  par  ; 

1807,  from  1  per  c^nt.  to  3  discount,  average  2 ; 

1808,  from  3  to  6^  advance,  average  4};  1869, 
from  1  to  4  advance,  average  "2^ ;  1810,  from  2  to 
6  discount,'average  34. 

The  opportunity  of  the  seven  years. enumera- 
ted has  aloae  been  afforded  for  the  want  of  time, 
which  leaves  a  balance  of  one  and  a  half  per 
cent,  in  favor  of  the  advance. 

In  1811  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  cent., 
average  twenty,  from  the  best  information,  leav- 
ing on  the  side  of  discount  eighteen  and  a  half 
per  cent.  In  1812  from  ten  to  twenty,  average 
fifteen  per  cent.,  add  to  eighteen  and  a  half  makes 
thlrty-tnree  and  one-half  per  cent,  add  to  this  the 
depression  of  British .  manufactures,  from  five  to 
ten  per  cent,  on  an  average  since  February  2. 
1811.  I  have  made  these  remarks  and  calcula- 
tion^, because  the  subject  of  profit  was  involved, 
not  to  make  out  a  case  against  the  merchants,  but 
with  a  view  of  showing  the  necessity  of  referring 
them  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  where 
ample  justice  will  <be  done  them.  If  I  am  per- 
mitted to  wander  from  the  record,  and  I  do  not 
feel  myself  confined  to  any  particular  source  of 
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informatioo,  I  woald  give  a  calcalation  which 
wouM  establish  the  extra  profit  of  the  inaporter 
at  twenty^  per  cent,  above  the  usual  profit.  I 
would  take  the  sales  iu  Baltimore  for  £100  stejr- 
ling  in  ordinary  times  say  £240  currency,  this 
year  £300;  the  difierence  livill  be  £6Q;  converted 
into  sterling  it  is  £36  sterling  on  the  £100;  de- 
duct the*  double  duty  £16,  leaves  £20  per  cent, 
above  ordinary  profit.  I  will  not  venture  to  say 
what  extra  profit  has  been  and  will  be  made;  it 
is  not  necessary  to  hazard  the  amount.  I  have 
established  the  point  of  a  very  considerable  extra 
profit.  The  importers  will  not  agree  that  they 
have  made  a  great  extra  profit;  they  do  not,  how- 
ever, denv  the  fact  that  the  people  have  been 
compellea  to  pay  the  enormous  high  prices  com- 
plained of.  They  say  the  jobbers,  in  other  words 
the  speculators  and  the  retail  merchants,  have 
made  these  profits^  but  'principally  the  jobbers. 
There  would  be  no  diflBculty  in  procuring  the 
testimony  of  retailers  as  to  enormou?  prices  paid 
to  importers,  and  I  presume  the  jobbers  would 
not  agree  that  they  alone  had  imposed  upon  the 
people. 

A  variety  of  letters  have  been  received  by 
members  and  read  as  evidence,  and  eof  parte  affi- 
4avits,  making  out  a.  better  aase  for  the  merchants 
than^  they  made  for  themselves.  To  read  these 
letters  and  affidavits  we  might  conclude  that  so 
far  from  any  profit  beinff  derived  from  the  late 
importations,  that  it  had  been  really  a  losing  busi- 
ness. I  have  seen  several  letters  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question ;  I  could  procure  one  from 
my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  now  to  my  right. 
another  from  a  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  I 
have  in  my  hand  one  from  the  collector  of  Nor- 
folk, all  of  which  letters  go  to  prove  the  great  and 
exorbitant  prices  of  goods  obtained  by  importers, 
suflScient  to  cover  their  bonds.  [Her^  the  collect- 
or's letter  was  read.]  '  But,  sir,  I  have  not  sought 
te^imony  to  make  out  a  case,  as  if  judgment  was 
to  be  pronounced,  or  volumes  might  have  been 
procured.  What  I  have  obtained  has  been  a  vol- 
untary offering  from  respectable  sources.  As  to 
letters  in  fator  of  the  merchants,  as  maiiy  niif  ht 
be  obtained  against  the  declaration  of  war,  if  it 
w^as  supposed  the^r  would  be  read  in  this  bodv,  to 
govern  their  decision*  It  has  given  me  no  pleas- 
ure to  have  been  compelled  to  present  this  sub- 
ject, as  duty  has  compelled  me.  The  situation 
IQ  which  I  am  placed  is  an  invidious  one,  but 
called  upon  by  duty,  and  obeying  that  solemn 
call  upon  a  subject  of  so  much  magnitude,  while 
I  derive  consolation  in  not  having  wantonly  in-* 
jured  tlie  feelings  of  the  parties  concerned,  or  those 
who  differ  from  me  in  sentiment,  I  feel  indiffer- 
ent as  to  the  opinion  others  may  entertain  of  this 
policy,  nor  'do  I  court  the  food  opinion  of  any 
man  further  than  it  may  be  pdttomed  upon  con- 
scientious principles  and  correctness  of  conduct. 
Were  I  to  consult  my  own  feelings  I  might  have 
remained  silent.  It  may  be  thought  by  some  that 
no  part  of  the  merchant's  bonds  should  be  exact- 
-ed;  that  this  great  community  should  give  up 
what  is  reallv  due  to  them  to  those  who  have 
trioiated  the  law.    The  body  politic-^this  great 


personage — has  no  identitv  but  in  its  operatfon. 
It  is  not  tangible,  has  no  form  to  present  itself  to 
your  view,  to  address  your  passions,  to  cloud 
your  judgment,  to  weave  itself  into  your  tender 
mercies.  But  it  is  not  less  my  duty  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  this  great  community  not  to  aban- 
don what  I  consider,  its  most  essential  rights.  I 
have  nothing  to  disguise  on  this  subject.  This 
community,  which  has  been  taxed  by  these  im- 
porters of  British  merchandise,  is  involved  in  dif- 
ficulty, in  a  war  which  must  continue  until  the 
present  Ministry  in  England  shall  lose  their 
power,  or  until  the  Republican  party  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  turned  out  of  their  places. 
While  this  is  the  case,  I  am  unwilling  to  fix 
upon  ;hem  ititernal  taxation  until  it  become  in- 
dispensable, nor  to  permit  any  portion  of  them- 
selves to  monopolize  advantages  without  an  equiv- 
alent. If  the  trading  part  of  the  community 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  the  measures  of  the 
Government,  I  would  withdraw  their  capital  from 
a  disgrdiceful  trafi&c  with  a>  foreign  Power  at  war 
with  their  country ;  the  war  would  be  of  short 
duratipn,  and  the  people  would  pay  any  taxes 
you  would  &x  upon  them  without  a  murmur. 
But  when  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing 
part  of  our  community  have  taken  up  the  sword 
for  commerce,  and  those  immediately  engaged 
in  commerce  opposing  the  war.  they  will  not 
be  willing  to  be  taxed  by  that  class  of  this  peo- 
ple, and  then  taxed  to  carry  on  the  war.  In 
speaking  of  th^  opposition  to  the  war,  I  do  not 
intend  to  include  many  illustrious  exceptions 
ip  the  mercantile  class  of  the  community ;  but 
they  will  ackhowledge  that  such  is  the  fact 
generally,  no  matter  what  the  cause,  such  is  the 
unfortunate  situation  of  the  country;  nor  will 
one  of  them  deny,  that  if  we  were  now  obliged 
to  give  up  the  conflict  with  Qreat  Britain,  our 
humiliation  would  be  complete,  and  our  inde- 
pendence at  the  mercy  of  the  British  Monarchy. 
Such  has  been  the  advances  of  the  President  to- 
wards a  termination  of  the  war,  that  if  the  Fed- 
eralists were  in  power  jto-morrow  they  would  not 
dare  to  give  up  the  principle  of  impressment  to 
Qreat  Britain,  unless  they  thought  the  people 
were  ripe  for  monarchy,  i  have  not  said  this  be- 
cause I  think  cases  of  individual  justice  or  liber- 
ality should  go  by  favor,  and  according  tp  politi- 
cal tenets ;  no,  sir,  I  have  given  testimony  m  this 
body,  that  party  considerations  do  not  govern  me 
in  cases  of  individual  justice,  nor  in  cases  oflib- 
erality.  1  adduce  it  for  the  purpose  of  saying, 
the  petitioners  are  not  entitled  to  a  total  remission 
of  the  bonds,  nor  are  they  especially  entitled  to 
the  mercy  of  this  Qovernment.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  1  am  as  unwilling  to  ruin  the  merchants 
as  I  am^o  abandon  totally  the  just  rights  of  this 
community'.  I  am  induced  to  vote  for  this  refer- 
ence, because  the  Secretary  has  said  that  he  will 
not  exact  the  whole  of  the  bonds,  nor  will  he  re- 
mit them  without  condition.  He  will  remit  one- 
half;  before  the  other  is  remitted,  he  will  demand 
an  equivalent  for  the  extra  profit  which  the  im- 
porters have  made.  Why  demand  it?  Because 
It  is  due  to  the  non-importation  act ;  because  the 
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petitioners  have  eDJo]|^ed  exclusive  priviiesrew 
and  these  exclusive  privileges  hftve  levied  a  tax 
upon  the  people.  Who  is,  then,  prepared  to  aban- 
don this  right  of  the  community  7  Who  is  ready 
to  tax  them  doubly,  not  on  account  of  the  war, 
but  because  we  did  not  keep  for  them  that  money 
which  was  their  due  ?  I  know,  sir,  upon  ques* 
tions  of  this  kind  we  are  called  the  friends  and 
the  enemies  of  commerce ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
I  am  entitled  to  the  latter  denomination  in  the 
opinion  of  some.  If,  sir,  to  contend  for  the  rights 
ot  this  community  even  against  great  importing 
merchants  is  anti-commercial,  I  am  that  man. 
If,  sir,  to  refuse  to  give  up  the  non-importatton 
act,  and  even  to  refuse  to  let  merchants  violate 
existing  laws  with  impunity  be  anti- commercial, 
I  am  that  man.  If  refusing  to  favor  the  mer- 
chants at  the  expense  of  the  agricultural,  and 
manufacturing,  and  laboring  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, be  inimical  to  commerce,  I  am  the  man. 
But,  sir,  if  a  willingness  to  exnend  the  last  of  our 
treasure,  and  the  last  drop  ot  our  blood,  for  thie 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  will  entitle 
me  to  be  styled  the  friend  of  commerce,  then  I 
am  entitled  to  this  honorable  appellation.  If  a 
determination  never  to  give  up  the  war,  rather 
than  permit  our  seamen  to  be  impressed,  and 
made  slaves  in  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  en- 
tides  any  man  to  be  considered  the  friend  of 
commerce,  then  I  am  among  the  favored  few.  If, 
in  fine,  an  anxious  desire  to  place-  farmers,  me- 
chanics, and  manufacturers  on  an  equality,  will 
shield  any  man  from  the  odium .  of  being  un- 
friendly^  to  commerce,  th.en  am  I&hielded.  But, 
determined  to  discharge  my  duty  at  every  haz- 
ard, I  am  not  anxious  where  I  shall  be  assigned 
by  those  who  call  themselves  the  exclusive  friends 
of  commerce. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  followed  Mr.  Johnson  in  debate. 
He  said  he  did  not  rise  so  much  with  the  inten- 
tion of  making  a  reply  to  the  learned  and  elo- 
quent gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  as 
to  introduce  a  new  proposition  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee^  for  the  purpose  of  unfold- 
ing which  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  a  few 
remarks.' 

He  said  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  report  of 
the  standing  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
two  reasons :  the  first,  in  point  of  substance,  that 
it  did  not  provide  any  relief  for  the  petitioners ; 
and  the  second,  that,  instead  of  containing  a  senti- 
ment or  opinion  couched  in  positive  terms,  it 
was  expressed  in  negative  language.  For  the 
House  16  told  "  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  legislate 
on  this  subject,"  and  that  the  petitions  of  the 
merchants,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  M.  declared  himself  to  be  of  a  very  differ- 
ent opinion.  In  this  he  was  not  singular,  for,  if 
he  construed  aright  the  Executive  Message  of 
the  4th  November,  it  was  plain  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  believed  it  to  be  worthy 
of  Congressional  deliberation.  In  his  communi- 
cation he  informs  us  that -a  considerable  number 
of  vessels,  which  were  in  England  when  the  re- 


vocation of  the  Orders  in  Council  by  the  Prince 
Regent  took  place,  were  freighted  with  British 
merchandise  and  despatched  to  our  country,  under 
an  expectation,  whicn  turned  out  to  be  erroneous^ 
that  tne  non-importation  act  would  immediately 
be  rescinded.  It  did  not  appear  proper  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Executive,  on  unforeseen  cases  or 
such  magnitude,  to  exercise  the  ordinary  powers 
vested  in  the  Treasury  Department  to  mitigate- 
forfeitures,  without  previously  affording  to  Con- 
gress an  opportunity  of  making  on  the  subject 
such  provision  as  they  may  think  proper,  hoping 
that  in  any  decision  they  may  make  they  will 
equally  consult  what  is  due  to  equitable  consid- 
erations and  the  public  interest. 

Upon  this  expression  of  the  President's  mind^ 
8ir,^this  House  has  already  acted,,by  referring  it 
to  one  of  the  standing  committees,  and  now  tnis 
committee  comes  forward  with  a  recommenda- 
tion ^hat  the  House  should  do  nothing  in  the 
j}remises,  and  thereby  declines  to  aid  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury  and  revenue  departments,  in  sue 
a  weighty  and  perplexing  occurrence. 

But  my  desire  to  act  upon  this  occasion  and 
extend  a  friendly  hand  to  the  Executive,  is  co 
firmed  by  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  th 
Treasury  himself.  In  his  letter  to  the  Chairma  \ 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  in** 
forms  him,  that  of  the  forfeitures  which  have 
accrued,  one  half  is  by  law  vested  in  the  custom- 
house officers  or  informers,  and  the  other  half  ia 
the  United  States.  The  power  to  remit  the  share 
belonging  to  the  United  States  and  to  all  other 
persons,  m  whole  and  in  part,  and  on  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  he  may  deem  reasonable  and 
just,  is  indeed  reposed  by  law  already  in  that  high 
and  responsible  officer.  But  considering,  as  he 
tells  us,  the  magnitude  and  unforeseen  nature  of 
the  case,  it  was  thought  proper  not  to  exercise 
that  authority  until  Congress  should  deliberate 
upon  it,  and  prescribe,  if  they  think  proper,  a 
course  of  proceeding.  Thereupon,  all  the  peti- 
tions  already  received  remain  in  a  state  of  sus- 
pense, and,  tor  the  purpose  of  avoiding  an  unne* 
cessary  accumulation  of  cost,  the  petitioners  or 
sufferers  have  been  mostly  advised  to  withhold 
their  applications  until  the  decision  of  Congress 
should  be  ascertained. 

According  to  my  conception  of  the  matter^ 
this  business  is  fairly  before  us  for  our  action  as 
legislators.  We  shall  be  worthily  employed  ia 
deciding  upon  it  favorably  here,  and  not  exhibit 
the  spectacle  of  a  sport  at  political  battledore 
between  the  Legislature  and  the  Executive,  v^ho 
toss  the  great  question  of  the  petitioners  back- 
ward and  forward  like  the  shuttlecock. 

Believing,  thus,  the  matter  to  be  completely 
before  us,  from  the  President's  recommendation, 
from  the  Secretary's  notice,  from  the  Chairman's 
report,  and  from  the  respect  due  to  memoriali- 
zing citizens  themselves,  I  am  desirous  of  show- 
ing why  I  think  a  measure  of  mercy  and  favor 
ought  to  be  shown.  And  I  shall  arrange  the  oh- 
servations  appertaining  to  my  present  purpose 
under  two  heads:  1st.  The  equity  of  the  case;, 
and  2dly.  Its  policy. 
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On  the  eqaitable  view  of  this  ease,  I  beg  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  proceedings  of 
our  GoreromeDt  for  a  few  years,  relative  to  its 
commercial  relations  with  Europe.  After  vari- 
ous misunderstaodings  and  quarrels,  concerning 
the  rights  of  our  citizens  on  the  high  seas,  the 
privileges  of  neutral  naiioas,  and  the  increasing 
insolence  and  violence  of  the  belligerents,  Con- 
gress concluded  it  wise  to  withdraw  from  the 
scene  of  contention,  and  an  embargo  without 
limitation  was  enjoined  upon  our  people  laite  in 
1807.  This  restriction  was  borne  with  almost 
unexampled  firmness  until  March,  1809 ;  a  term 
of  about  fourteen  months.  It  then  became  too 
irksopie  for  a  busy  and  co^nmercial  nation. 
The  nlurmurs  and  discontents  were  too  vehem- 
ent to  be  resisted ;  and  that  plan,  which,  if  it  had 
been  possible  to  have  persisted  in  it,  would  have 
carried  us  triumjphantly  through  our  difficulties, 
was  abandoned  Irom  necessity — and  that  neces- 
sity arose  from  a  want  of  power  in  the  Grovern- 
ment  to  enforce  it. 

On  the  repeal  of  this  was  enacted  the  non-in- 
tercourse law  against  France  and  Great  Britain ; 
to  which  succeed  the  memorable  statute  of 
May,  1810.  This  latter  I  ever  considered  as  an 
unfortunate  law  for  us ;  because  it  undertook  to 
perform  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  what  strictly 
and  rightfully  belon|^ed  to  the  treaty-making 
function  of  the  President.  By  that  statute  we 
bouDd  ourselves  hand  and  foot,  and  in  that  con- 
dition presented  ourselves  to  the  unjust  and  the 
contemptuous  belligerents  to  be  untied. 

By  this  we  made  a  voluntary  stipulation  with 
the  Power  that  sways  the  Convident  of  Europe, 
and  that  which  rules  the  Ocean,  that  if  either  of 
them  would  so  revoke  his  Orders  in  .Council  and 
decrees  before  March,  IHlXf.  as  that  they  should 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  and  the 
other  nation  should  not,  within  three  months 
thereafter,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  the 
provision  of  the  act  to  interdict  commercial  in- 
tercourse, should  be  enforced  against  the  Power 
80  refusing  or  neglecting,  after  the  expiration  of 
three  months  from  the  date  of  the  President's 
proclamation,  as  directed  by  law. 

On  this  overture  France  acted,  but  in  a  man- 
ner so  obscure  and  equivocal,  that  disputes  arose 
concerning  its  reality.  Our  Government,  how- 
ever, considered  the  revocation  serious  and  real ; 
and  the  fact  was  officially  announced  accordingly. 
This  brings  us,  sir,  to  November,  1810,  the  era 
from  which  we  are  to  date  the  commencement  of 
the  three  months  allowed  for  England  to  act. 
We  well  remember  that  time,  when  month  after 
month  rolled  away  in  anxious  expeotation,  and 
at  length  the  February  of  1811  cam«;  but  with- 
out a  corresponding  overture  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government. 

Faithful  then  to  its  engagement,  Congress 
passed  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  of  May, 
1810 ;  and  in  March,  1811,  and  not  until  then, 
declared  the  provisions  of  the  n  on -importation  to 
be  in  operation  against  Great  Britain  only.  But 
in  this  it  will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Chairman, 
there  was  a  salvo  for  ail  American  vessels,  and 


all  merchandise  owned  by  American  citizens  im- 
ported in  ftuch  vessels  as  should  have  departed 
from  a  British  port  prior  to  the  secdnd  dav  of 
February,  1811;  and  by  this  enlarj^ement  or  the 
right  to  import;  much  merchandise  was  intro- 
duced, which  would  have  been  excluded,  bad 
the  time  been  limited  to  arrivals  on  that  day  into 
a  port  of  the  United  States.  But  it  was  at  the 
same  time  equally  clear,  that  this  extension 
favored  the  man  of  bold  adventure,  rather  than 
the  respectable  observer  of  his  country's  laws; 
and  that  a  large  part  of  those  who  were  the 
best  entitled  to  that  remedial  provision,  were 
totally  and  unavoidJibly  excluded  from  its  bene- 
fits. In  this  way  things  progressed  until  the  18th 
June,  when  war  was  declared. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  British  Gk>r- 
ernment,  availing  itself  of  the  regulations  of  our 
statute,  did,  on  the  same  month,  and  without  a 
knowledge  of  our  law,  revoke  also,  ostensibly,  its 
obooxous  edicts.  This  revocation,  though  not 
satisfactory  to  the  extent  we  hoped  and  wished, 
was  nevertheless  of  such  a  character  that  I  am 
bound  to  believe  it  would  have  kept  amicable 
relations  alive,  and  continued  the  commercial 
intercourse  agoing,  if  the  declaration  of  war  had 
not  intervened.  I  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  act 
of  the  Prince  Regent  had  been  promulgated  be* 
fore  the  nation  proclaimed  hostilities,  my  belief  is, 
we  should  not  have  measured  swords  with  Great 
Britain  at  this  time.  - 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  British  Gtov- 
ernment  had  a  right  to  do  as  they  did.  Our  stat- 
ute gave  them  the  full  permission.  What  was 
the  consequence?  Why,  sir,  a  11, classes  of  per- 
sons, high  and  low,  gentle  and  simple,  active  and 
speculative,  believed  that  the  very  thing  was  done, 
which  our  Government  had  sought.  Every  per- 
son holding  funds  in  England,  or  possessing  mer- 
chandise there,  took  measures  for  bringing  them 
hoQ|^.  Yet,'not  satisfied  with  the  universal  im- 
pression, the  merchants  consulted  the  gentleman, 
who  acted. as  Charft6  d' Affaires  for  the  countnr 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James.  And  this  exalted  offi- 
cer advised  them  without  scruple  to  send  home 
their  property.  This  counsel  seems  to  have  been 
given  under  a  full  persuasion,  that  the  penal  and 
prohibitory  statute  would  be  annulled  by  the 
President,  the  moment  the  Prince  Regent's  dec- 
laration should  be  officially  made  known  to  him. 

War  had  in-  the  meanwnile  been  declared,  and 
the  E](ecutive  was  thereby  incapacitated  to  act. 
Yet,  I  appeal  to  the  honorable  and  equitable  feel- 
ings of  this  Committee  to  determine,  whether  the 
well-meaning  and  law-observing  shippers,  on  this 
occasion,  did  not  act  as  I  and  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  every  other  man  of  consideration  and  reflex 
tion,  would  have  acted  under  similar  circum- 
stances % 

I  come,  secondly,  to  the  policy  of  granting  re- 
lief to  the  petitioners.  As.  I  mean  merely  to  in- 
troduce a  proposition^  and  not  to  enter  into  a 
detailed  argument,  I  snail  be  very  brief. 

The  gentleman  who  preceded  me  has  passed 
some  itevere  strictures  upon  the  mercantile  char- 
acter.   I  would  wish  him  to  retract  or  recon- 
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aider  a  part,  at  least,  of  his  remarks.  Merchants, 
I  would  have  bim  to  understand,  are  very  much 
like  other  classes  of  society.  They  are  governed 
by  the  same  feelings,  ana  actuated  b^  the  like 
principles;  In  some,  the  selfish  disposition  mav 
predominate  over  the  social,  bat  even  in  such 
cases,  the  merchant  does  but  resemble  the  farmer, 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  other  classes  of  man- 
kind. To  say  the  most  and  the  worst  of  them, 
chey  are  very  much  like  theit  neighbors. 

The  merchants  have  brought  to  the  United 
Slates,  say  eighteen  or  twentv  millions  of  prop- 
erty. This  I  admit  to  have  been  done  against 
the  letter  of  the  law.  When  sinning,  I  anl  one 
who  do  not  think  that  on  this  account  they 
have  sinned  beyond  forgiveness.  No  such  thing. 
There  is  an  equity  of  redemption  held  out  to 
them,  which  may  be  exercised  on  the  present 
occasion.  And  I  hope  Congress  will  conduct 
like  a  court  of  chancery  its  saving  and  interposing 
grace,  f  was  one  of  those  who  during  the  last 
session  was  desirous  of  calling  home  the  property 
of  citizens  abroad,  as  a  war  measure.  I  believed 
that  the  nation  would  thereby  be  strengthened  ; 
the  individuals  would  get  their  property,  and  the 
Treasury  a  good  store  of  revenue.  Thus  the 
private  citizen  and  the  public  revenue  would 
grow  strong  together,  and  by  one  and  the  same 
act.  That  measure,  however,  was  thwarted  at  the 
time,  and  the  permission  to  import  was  refused. 

Now,  sir,  what  has  happened?  Exactly  that 
which  might  have  been  foreseen,  td  wit:  that  if 
you  would  not  legitimate  the  importations,  they 
would  be  made  without  your  leave,  and  under 
such  peculiar  and  imperative  circumstances,  that 
you  must  in  conscience  as  well  as  in  equity  and 
policy  yield  to  their  forpe.  * 

In  urging  the  policv  of  extending  mercy  in  this 
ease,  I  beg  you  to  Iook  at  the  course  of  trade  ;  we 
send  freely  abroad  the  products  of  our  soiL  al- 
though we  feel  amoral  cbnvietion  that  tfae^rAter 
part  of  the  proceeds  will  centre  in  England,  the 
emporium  oi  the  commercial  world.  It  is  per- 
fectly well  understood  that  Spain  and  Portugal 
cannot  pay  us  either  in  specie  or  produce  for  the 
breadstuff's  and  other  articles  ot  human  suste- 
naiice  which  we  send  to  Cadiz  and  Lisbon,  and 
that  these  exports  are  paid  for  to  a  great  extent 
in  bills  upon  London. 

Consider,  too,  that,  by  several  solemn  votes  of 
this  session,  we  have  refused  to  inhibit  the  expor- 
tation of  grain.  The  motion  made  oHginallv  by 
the  ffentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Aak- 
per)  and  repeated  since  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  to  keep  our  floor  and  meal  at  home  to 
feed  our  own  seamen,  soldiers,  and  citiizens,  has 
been  sturdily  negatived.  If  then  we  export,!  sup^ 
po«e  it  is  intended  to  bring  back  the  returns  in  a 
permitted  and  possible  course  of  tradcj  for  really 
lam  not  patriotic  enough  to  make  a  gift  of  these 
valuable  cargoes,  either  to  the  belligerents  or  to 
neutrals. 

Again,  sir^  it  may  be  questioned  whether  We 
ought  to  be  excessively  angrv,  at  an  event  which 
has  brought  near  twenty  millions  of  property  to 
the  eoontry,  and  diz  millions  of  dollars  into  the 


Treasury.  This  is  in  my  estimation  a  fortunate 
and  desirable  event.  The  eastern  breezes  have 
floated  It  like  a  waif  upon  our  shores,  infinitely 
more  precious,  incalculably  niore  valuable  than  a 
royal  fish.  1  am  willing  to  take  the  boon  and 
make  the  most  of  it.  A  good  prize  in  the  lottery, 
however  unexpected,  is  not  the  less  a  prize. 

Besides,  we  have  had  the  advantage,  from  these 
seasonable  supplies,  to  clothe  ourselves  and  our 
troops,  and  prepare  one  and  all  the  better  for  en- 
countering the  inclement  season,  and  carrying  on 
the  campaigns  against  the  enemy  in  the  North. 
The  coatings,  blankets,  and  coarser  woollens,  as 
the  public  agents  inform  us,  have  brought  good 
prices  to  the  owners,  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
petition between  the  governmental  commissaries 
and  the  private  purchasers. 

In  this  inquiry,  it  should  all  along  be  recollected, 
that  our  non-importation  law  is  already  and  in 
fact  defeated.  Whatever  inconvenience  it  was 
intended  the  enemy  should  feel  and  endure,  by 
our  refusal  to  receive  his  mat^ufactures  and  mer- 
chandise, is,  so  far  as  the  present  importations  go, 
frustrated.  The  deed  is  don^.  And  the  questiou 
is,  not  whether  the  foreign  productions  shall  be 
admitted,  but  how,  since  they  are  already^  among 
us,  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  to  which  they 
gave  rise  shall  be  disposed  of.  And,  in  this  situ- 
ation of  the  business,  I  for  one  am  willing  to  act. 
with  lenity. 

The  circumstances  of  the  petitioners  are  so 
pressing  and  peculiar,  that  lam  totally  averse  to 
the  Shyloek  severity  of  demanding  strictly  the 
pound  of  flesh.  Remission  and  forgiveness  seem 
to  me  to  be  preferable :  and  they  will  evince  a 
magnanimity  well  worthy  of  our  national  char- 
acter; In  such  conduct  too  there  will  be  a  concil- 
iatory spirit,  which  will  soothe  and  win  the  hearts 
of  the  memorialists  and  their  friends.  They 
cannot  fail  to  love  a  Government  which  gives 
them  such  proofs  of  generosity.  And  thus  we 
may  talculate  that  one  of  the  consequences  of 
moderation  in  the  case  before  us  will  be  a  strong, 
an  undivided,  and  a  hearty  concurrence  of  these, 
with  the  other  classes  of  our  citizens,  jn  giving 
money,  supplies,  and  vigor,  to  'the  war  we  are 
waging  for  the  vindication  of  our  rights. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  stated  summarily 
a  few  of  the  reasons  wfiich  incline  me  to  believe 
it^ill  be  both  equitable  and  politic  to  look  with 
a  favorable  eye  up6n  the  applicants  at  the  bar. 
.Yet,  as  I  did  not  rise  to  enter  now  into  a  minute 
discussion,  but  merely  to  offer  some  general  ob- 
servations for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  pro- 
position— I  move,  without  proceeding  further,  as 
an  amendment  to  the  resolve  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meant,  to  strike  out  the 
whole  after,  th^  word  Resolved^  and  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  following^words ;  ''as  the  sense 
'  of  (-his  Committee,  that  the  forfeitures  and  pen- 
^  atties  incurred  by  those  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States  who  have  given  bonds  for  merchandise 
'  imported  on  their  own  account,  and  ^n  Amer- 
'  lean  vessels,  from  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
'  Britain  and  Ireland,  since  the  23ld  day  of  June 
'  last,  ought  to  be  remitted." 
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Friday.  December  4. 

"Nlr.  Qbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Aadersoa  ; 
'which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the' House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^'making  an 
appropriation  to  defray  expenses  incurred,  under 
an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  a  detachment 
frooi  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  refei'red  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS 

The  House  resolved  itself  again  into  a  Comr 
mitiee  of  the  Whole,  oo  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  this  subject. 

After  considerable  conversation,  it  was  decided 
by  the  Committee,  against  the  decision  of  the 
Chairman,  (Mr.  Bassett.)  that  the  amendment 
yesterday  proposed,  by  Mr.  Mito&ill,  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  substitute  tO;the  original  proposition, 
and  was  therefore  not  in  order. 

The  question,  of  course,  recurred  on  the  resoln- 
lion  reported  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Chbves  rose. — He<  said  he  never  rose  to 
address  the  House  with  so  much  embarrassment 
as  at  this  time.    I  feel  anxious,  said  he,  on  the 
subject  now  before  you,  for  the  interests  of  those 
who  present  themselves  a^  petitioners  at  your 
bar ;  for  the  principles  of  free  government  which 
I  consider  involved  in  the  question  to  be  decided ; 
for  the  fate  of  that  party  connexion  with  which 
I  am  associated;  and  for  the  honor  of.Gbvern- 
ment,  which  I  would  preserve  inviolate.    I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  no  qnestion  has  ever  been  presented 
to  our  consideration  more  extraordinary  in  its  udf 
ture,  and  more  important  in  its  consequences.    It 
has  none  of  those  marked  characteristics  which 
have  heretofore  distinguished  legislation.    It  is  at 
once  legislation,  and  avoiding  legislation ;  at  once 
declining  to  express  the  opinion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and,  in  effect,  delegating  legislative  power 
to  decide  on  a  question  involving  property  to  the 
amount  of  not  less  than  forty  millions — as  I  un- 
derstand, said  be,  it  will  be  contended  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania.     It  is  not  an  ordi- 
nary act  of  legislation ;  it  is  an  experiment  new, 
and  before  unheard  of.    It  is  an  experiment  on  free 
government,  on  the  forbearance  and  attachment  of 
a  large  class  of  the  people.    It  is  a  question  of 
legislation,  and  yet  it  is  only  a  reference  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  says,  with  his  usual  fairness  and  can- 
dor, it  is  to  allow  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
exercise  functions  on  this  important  case,  which, 
he  admits,  were  invested  in  'him'  for  minor  pur- 
poses.   But  is  this  power  to  be  exercised  by  the 
Secretary  according  to  his  own  judgment  1    No, 
'      sir;  the  gentleman  tells  you  without  disguise  he 
has  secured  his  opinion  ;  he  knows  the  course  he 
will  pursue,  and  is,  therefore,  in  favor  of  a  refer- 
ence of  tbe subject  to  him.    It  is,  then,  an  act  of 
legislation  we  are  called  on  to  perform,  and  yet. 


it  does  not  present  to  the  country  the  grounds  on 
which  weact.  Is  itnota  new  and  extraordinary 
proposition,  to  delegate  to  an  individual  a  great 
portion  of  legislative  power^to  put  into  his  hands 
the  fate  of  agreat  portion  of  the  capital  of  our 
merchants  ?  Has  such  an  act  of  legislation  ever 
before  characterized  a  free  Goveri^ment  ?  I  trem- 
ble for  the  consequences  which  will  follow  its 
.adoption.  It.  will  shake  the  party  with  which  I 
am  connected  from  either  extreme  of  the  conti- 
nent to  its  centre.  It  will  alienate  a  part  of  them. 
It  will  show  that  a  policv  exists  adverse  to  their 
interests,  which  first  made  its  appearance  in  ex- 
clusive double  duties;  now,  in  an  exaction  of  a 
rirtof  the  proceeds  of  honorable  enterprise,  and, 
lear,  will  be  followed  by  other  acts  of  a  similar 
kind.  Sir,  I  repeat,  I  tremble  for  the  conse- 
quences. Gentlemen  must  pardoh  me  when  I 
say  we  are  prone  to  acts  which  "  make  the  angels 
weep."  How,  otherwise,  can  w^  account  for  the 
course  of  policy  which  now  prevails?  Is  it  pos- 
sible sir,  that  I,  who  represent  persons  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  commerce  of  this  country,  can 
consent  to  unite  in  a  decision  of  this  nature?  I 
wisl^  to  expostulate  with  gentlemen^to  throw 
myself  into  their  confidence — to  induce  them  to 
believe  I  am  in  earnest.  lam,  sir.  If  I  hope  for 
hohpr  or  reputation  in  public  life,  I  must  acquife 
it  vvith  those  who  compose  the  majoritv  in  this 
House.  Rise  with  them  I  may,  fall  with  them  I 
must. .  I  am  privileged,  then,  to  expostulate  witb 
them,  and  to  say  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
traordinary acts  ever  presented  to  a  legislative 
body  for  its  sanction. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
subject  before  us?  It  is  alleged  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  has  full  power  over  the  sOb- 
ject,  and  that  the  Legislature  has  not ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  ought  to  be  referred  to  his  consideration. 
It  is  admitted  that  our  powers  extend  to  one  moi- 
ety of  the  penalty,  but  it  is  suggested  as  doubtful 
whether  they  extend  to  the  other.  But,  sir,  I 
have  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  I  have  examined 
it,  and  from  the  little  knowledge  I  possess  of  the 
rules  of  construdtiooj  I  say  there  is  a  power  in 
the  Legislature  to  remit  the  whole.  I  submit  to 
those  learned  to  the  law  if  this  be  not  the  true 
construction.  It.  is  distinguished  from  those 
cases  in  which  it  is  said  the  King  has  not  the 
power  to  remit.  It  is  to  be  recovered  for  the 
United'  States  in  the  name  of  their  officers,  and 
it  is  only  in  the  ^vent  of  absolute  recovery  that 
the  property  becomes  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act.  What  doubt  can  there  be  on  the  subject  ? 
If,  then,  we  possess  the  power  to  remit,  as  I  be- 
lieve we  do,  why  siiall  we  transfer  it  ?  But,  if 
the  power  be  not  complete,  what  excuse  can  be 
found  for  delegating  the  portion  of  it  which  we 
do  possess  ?  If  it  be  an  act  of  justice  to  remit 
these  penalties,  why  put  in  the  power  of  any  in- 
dividual, however  high  his  standing,  to  pursue  a 
different  course?  It  is  our  duty  not  to  commit 
the  rights  of  our  constituents  to  any  individual. 
I  admit  the  character  of  the  officer  to  whom  it  is 
proposed  to  delegate  this  power  to  be  as  high  and 
ttnexceptionable  as  that  of  any  officer  in  the 
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Government;  bnt,  admiuioff  this,  I  say  it  is  a 
prostration  of  the  rights  ofour  constituents  to 
submit  them  to  his  arbitration.  I  saw  one  of  the 
petitioners  when  the  report  was  first  stated  to 
Aim.  His  exclamation  was  not,  "Am  I  to  be  sub- 
jected to  these  penalties?"  but,  "Am  I  to  suppli- 
cate any  individoal  in  the  community  for  my 
just  rights?"  These  feelings  did  him  honor,  sir. 
They  are  such  as  the  citizen  should  feel.  But 
they  are  all  prostrate,  ail  forgotten,  jn  the  propo- 
sition before  you. 

But  it  is  said  there  are  a  variety  of  cases,  and 
it  is  impossible  the  Legislature  should  decide  on 
them  correctly  ;  and  they  roust,  therefore,  be  re- 
ferred to  this  gentleman,  (the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,)  who  has  the  means  and  capacity  to 
decide  on  them.    I  denv  that  he  has.    It  is  a  sub- 

i'ect  on  which  an  act  oi  grace  ou^ht  to  be  passed 
y  the  Legislature.  No  human  tribunal  could  do 
justice  by  minute  and  particular  discrimination 
to  all  concerned.  How  is  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  more  capable  than  this  House  ?  There 
are  hundreds  of  cases.  Is  he  to  make  a  separate 
decision  on  each — to  determine  on  the  fraudulent 
and  other  cases,  and  their  relative  merit?  Is  he, 
in  making  such  decisions,  to  receive  evidence  ex 
partCf  or  as  a  court  of  justice?  Incumbered  as 
jhe  is  by  the  other  functions  of  his  office,  he  must 
at  last  do  what  you  must  do,  if  he  attempt  to  dis- 
criminate, adopt  ffeneral  principles  of  discrimi- 
nation. And  will  you  declare  yourselves  less 
capable  than  him  thus  to  decide  ?  A  discrimina- 
tion, such  as  is  contemplated  by  the  report,  can- 
tiot  be  carried  into  effect  but  by  the  most  humili- 
ating compromise  of  justice  on  the  part  of  the 
Government — of  right  on  the  part  of  the  citizen- 
It  must  be  a  matter  of  conjecture..  It  Cannot  be  a 
decision  founded  on  investigation  and  the  dictates 
of  reason.  You  gain  nothing,  therefore,  by  the 
proposed  reference.  But,  it  is  still  said,  as  the 
cases  of  these  petitioners  present  several  classes, 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Legislature  to  discriminate. 
I  say  it  is  quite  possible,  sir,  to  discriminate  as  far 
as  it  is  important  to  do  so.  It  is  possible  to  leave 
all  the  cases  to. the  decision  of  a  judicial  tribunal 
of  the  country,  and  for  the  Legislature  to  do  what 
the  Legislature  of  a  free  people  ought  to  do — to 
grant  your  sufferiog  citizens  an  act  of  grace.  It 
IS  in  your  power  to  take  such  a  course  as  shall 
distinguish  between  cases  of  jrour  own  citizens 
and  your  enemies,  and  this  will  be  done  by  the 
resolution  which  I  shall  propose,  if  I  have  an  op- 
portunity of  submitting  it,  whicn  is  as  follows: 

"  JHuohedf  On  viewing  ail  the  fiicts  which  have  been 
presented,  and  considering  them  in  connexion  with 
the  proper  policy  of  a  just,  ftee,  enlightened,  and  con- 
eeqaenUjp  lenient  Government,  under  the  circumsUnces 
of  this  country  at  this  crisis,  that,  in  all  fair  cases  of 
bona  fide  American  property,  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures incurred  by  the  late  importers  of  British  man- 
n&cturea  be  unconditionally  remitted." 

Do  vou  wish,  sir,  that  the  citizens  who  fairly 
hold  their  property  should  be  mulcted  for  acci- 
dental violation  of  your  law  ?    No  man  desires 
it.    In  the  resolution  which  I  propose  to  offer 
5ona^(2e,  American  property  will  be  exempted^ 


and  enemies'  property,  shipped  as  such,  will  be 
liable  to  forfeiture  according  to  the  law  of  the 
land  and  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  this 
is  surely  the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued. 

The  difficiulties,  then,  which  have  been  made 
to  cover  this  question  disap[iear ;  the  advantages 
with  which  the  course  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee has  been  clothed,  appear  not  to  exist ;  and 
the  real  question  before  us  is,  whether  we  will 
sacrifice  so  much  of  the  property  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  as  is  involved  in  this  decision,  or  whether 
we  will,  by  an  act  of  grace  and  liberality,  dis- 
cbc^rge  them.from  their  bonds. 

In  the  examination  of  this  question  gentlemen 
have  assailed  the  testimony  connected  with  this 
report.  They  have  said  it  is  the  testimony  of 
interested  persons ;.  that  all  interested  persons  are 
casuists,  in  their  own  cases;  and  that  the  wit- 
nesses nave  been  so  in  the  present  case.  The 
-moral  honor  or  integrity  of  the  witnesses  has  not 
been  impeached/  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, with  his  characteristic  liberality,  has  spared 
them  such  imputations,  and,  thoush  it  was  not 
more  than  justice  to  them,  I  thank  him  for  it. 
But  is  not  this  testimony  such  as  is  always  received 
by  a  Legislative  body  ?  The  gentleman,  with  an 
air  of  tpuraph,  alluded  to  the  testimony  taken  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons  ^in  relation  to  the 
Orders  in  Council,  ^as  that  testimonjr  taken 
on  oath  ?  I  believe  not,  sir;  it  was,  too,  the  tes- 
timony of  persons,  as  the  gentleman  himself  says, 
who  saw  ruin  staring  them  in  the  face,  praying 
relief.  This  h  not,  I  hope^  the  case  of  the  peti- 
tioners. The  Legislature  if  it  take  anything  from 
them,  it  is  proposed  shall  only  take  their  extra 
profits  ?  They  therefore  speaK  less  under  the  in- 
fluence of  interest  than  persons  interested  gone- 
rally  do.  No  Legislative  examination  has  here- 
tofore presented  itself  to  you  so.  fully  entitled  to 
belief.  You  have  not  merely  the  declarations  of 
th«  petitioners,  but  also  the  testimony  of  persons 
not  interested,  on  oath  and  not  on  oaih.  £very 
material  f%ct  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  on 
oath  of  disinterested  persons.  You  haye  seen  on 
your  tables  statements  on  oath  of  disinterested 
persons,  confirming  in  every  particular  the  state- 
ment of  the  coiQmittee  from  New  York>  others 
have  been  read  to  you  by  your  Clerk.  You  have 
seen  from  Baltimore  and  from  Boston  statements 
of  disinterested  personi^  affidavits  and  letters 
which  carry  on  their  face  the  evidence  of  indu- 
bitable trdth,  all  confirming  the  statetnents  of  the 
committees.  I  ask  you,  sir,  what  legislative  tes- 
timony can  be, stronger  than  this?  I  ask,  if  the 
mere  absence  of  the  form  of  cross-examination  is 
a  sufficiebt  ground  for  rejecting  this  testimony  ? 
I  ask  you,  whether  that  testimony  which  would 
consign  a  man  to  the  j^allows,  deprive  him  of  life, 
liberty,  property,  and  character,  in  a  judicial  deci- 
sion, snail  not  here  be  received  ia  evidence  ?  No 
S ember  of  the  committee,  who  looked  at  the  gen- 
>men  when  they. were  testifying,  could  have 
doubted  the  general  correctness  of  the  testimony. 
T4)e  persevering  and  ingenious  examination  of  a 
member  of  that  committee  put  them  to  the  test. 
If  they  had  been  incorrect  in  their  statements, 
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the  incorrectness  most  have  been  detected.  But, 
l^entlemen  say,  there  is  some  inconsistency  in 
their  statements.  Sir,  no  instance  Jias  e? er  come 
Tirithio  my  observation,  where  a  number  of  per- 
sons were  examined,  but  some  dirersity  appeared 
in  their  statements.  It  is  not  given  to  numan 
nature  to  be  perfect.  ^  Let  gentlemen  examine  the 
testimony  and  they  will  find  no  material  variance. 
They  may  find,  or  suppose  they  find,  in  some  un- 
important particular,  a  difierencein  the  statements 
of  one  and  a  half  per  cent.;  they  may  find  some 
enumeration  of  particulars  which  are  not  prop- 
erly applicable  to  the  cases  before  us,  which  is 
erroneous.  But  take  the  whole  mass  of  testimony 
together,  and  I  pledge  myself  it  is  substantially 
^without  contradiction.  Let  those  who  doubt  on 
this  subject  examine  for  themselves,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  of  their  entire  satisfaction  at  the  result. 

I  say  then,  sir,  that  the  mass  of  the  testimony 
proves  that  the  great  bulk  of  these  goods  belonged 
to  bona  fide  American  ciiizens,aBa  were  ordered 
or  purchased  long  before  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  \  that  they  were  also  either  paid 
for  before  that  time,  or  with  money  deposited  in 
England  before  the  revocation,  and  were  shipped 
in  pursuance  of  orders  to  ship  when  it  should 
be  legal  to  do  so.  or  were  shipped  by  persons  on 
the  spot,  who  haa  no  reason  to  doubt  the  legality 
of  such  shipments.  It  has  been  proved,  also,  that 
the  average  sales  were  not  more  than  75  per  cent, 
in  advance  of  the  prime  cost.  Let  the  members 
of  this  House  examine  the  (kcts.  I  pledge  my- 
self for  the  substantial  accuracy  of  that  statement, 
that  the  average  advance  on  these  importations 
has  not  exceeded  75  per  cent.  It  will  be  found 
that  the  charges  and  duty  frequently  amount 
to  from  60  to  65  per  cent.;  and,  excluding 
some  charges  which  are  not  invariably  incurred, 
are  from  50  to  55  per  cent,  giving  a  profit, 
excluding  charges  not  invariably  incurred,  ^ 
from  20  to  25  per  cent. ;  and  leaving  a  profit,  over 
peace  times,  of  from  5  to  10  per  cent.  Qentlemen 
may  find  particular  instances  of  greater  profit, 
hut  they  are  counterpoised  by  sales  at  cost  charges,, 
and  the  result  I  do  aver  to  be  as  I  have  stated. 
And  if  this  be  the  case,  I  contend  that  so  many  of 
the  petitioners  as  are  American  citizens  and  bona 
Jide  proprietors  of  the  goods  are  men  entitled  to 
the  humane  interposition  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  it  will  be  worthy  of  this  House  to  interpose 
in  their  behalf. 

I  will  not  further  discuss  the  question  of  proof, 
except  merely  to  advert  to  one  or  two  particulars 
respecting  which  some  observations  fell  from  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  yesterday.  He  said  it 
was  impossible  for  gentlemen  unacquaiuted  with 
mercantile  concerns  to  detect  the  errors  or  cas- 
uistry of  gentlemen  who  were ;  but,  that  if  he 
could  discover  one  error,  it  was  fair  to  infer  there 
were  others.  If,  sir,  one  material  error  in  these 
statements  could  be  discovered,  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient indeed  to  excite  the  suspicions  of  the  House, 
but  not  to  condeinn  the  statements  which  have 
been  made,  because  all  general  statements  most 
contain  some  inacouraeies.  The  gentleman's 
rule  therefore  will  not  hold.    But  if  on  the  face 


of  the  testimony,  in  which  the  gentleman  thinks 
he  discovers  errors,  there  is  a  refutation  of  his  sup- 
posed discoveries ;  what  shall  we  say  ?  or  if  it 
will  be  found  that  the  gentleman  is  as  much 
wrong  in  one  statement  as  he  supposes  they  are 
in  another,  will  not  the  one  error  eounterpoi^ie  the 
other,  and  cancel  the  objection  derived  from  it, 
even  if  proved  ?    I. think  it  will. 

The-committee  state  the  average  of  the  lowest 
duties  at  33^,  the  highest  duties  at  50  per  cent. 
Now,  sir,  I  state  that  the  several  classes  of  per- 
manent peace  duties  ad  valorem,  are  12^,  15,  and 
20  per  cent.  A  duty  imposed  as  a  war  duty,  by 
an  act  of  last  session,  doubles  these,  and  makes 
them  therefore  25,  30,  and  40  per  cent.  Add  to 
these  the  Mediterranean  duty  of  2^  percent.fand 
they  stand  at  27^,  32^,  and  42^  per  cent. 

In  calculating  these  duties,  according  to  the 
usage  of  the  custom-house,  the  gentleman  says, 
those  at  twelve-and-a-half  give  a  result  of  thirty- 
twy>,  those  of  fifteen  give  a  result  of  thirty-eight, 
and  those  of  twent^r  give  a  result  of  forty-nine 
and-a-half  on  the  prime  cost  of  the  goods  import- 
ed. I  acknowledge  that  the  gentleman  is  correct 
in  all  these  statements.  He  says  the  statements 
of  the  merchants  are  inaccurate,  inasmuch  as 
they  say  that  ibe  lowest  doty  is  thirty-three  and 
a  third  per  cent.  What  difiference,  then,  does  he 
think  it  proves?  A  difference  of  one  and  one- 
third  per  cent.  If  there  be  an  error  of  this  small 
amount,  can  it  be  so  material  a&  to  discredit  the 
whole  mass  of  testimony  received  ?  Admit  that 
all  the  testimony  discovers  n6  greater  inaccuracy, 
would  not  the  mind  of  every  man  in  the  House 
be  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the  relief  they  claim  t 
If  there  be  no  greater  difference  in  the  testimony 
from  the  fdct  than  that  supposed  by  the  gentle- 
man between  thirty-three  and  one-third  and  thir- 
ty-two, then  is  the  testimony  substantially  accu- 
rate. But  the  gentleman  is  mistaken.  If  he  will 
look  at  the  report  again,  he  will  find  it  suted  that 
the  average  of  the  lowest  duties,  as  calculated  by 
the  custom-house,  is  thirty-three  and  one-thiro 
per  cent.  What,  sir,  is  meant  by  the  average  of 
the  lowest  duties?  It  is  not  an  average  of  one, 
but  the  average  of  the  low  duties,  as  distinguish- 
ed from  the  highest  duty.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
the  lowest  duty  that  is  spoken  of„but  the  average 
of  tweive-and-a-half  and  fifteen  per  cent«  duties. 
The  average  is  therefore  higher  than  the  lowest 
duty.  And  my  honorable  friend,  with  his  excel- 
lent understanding,  the  acuteness  he  has  acquired 
at  the  bar,  and  the  wisdopn  with  which  his  expe- 
rience in  the  Senate  has  graced  the  whole,  is  en- 
tirely mistaken.  My  honorable  friend  is  wrong 
in  his  first  j|>ropositioo.  Is  it  not,  then,  fair  to 
presume  be  is  in  others ;  and  to  excuse  the  peti- 
tioners for  slight  variations,  when  even  be  has 
fallen  into  error  ?  The  object  of  the  committee 
of  merchants  was  to  state,  that  there  were  two 
ffreat  classes  of  duties  \  that  the  highest  duty  was 
ofty,  and  the  average  of  the  lowest  duties  thirty- 
three  and  one-third  per  cent.  It  is  admitted  that 
they  have  erred  in  an  uniropcA'tattt  specification 
of  articles.  It  is  not  true,  for  instance,  that  iron- 
moogery  pays  a  duty  of  mty  per  cent.    It  is  true, 
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as  the  gentlemaQ  has  stated,  that  it  pays  thirty- 
seyen  or  thirty-eight.  But  it  is  true  that  there  is 
a  class  of  duties  at  fifty  per  cent.,  and  that  the 
lowest  duties  do  average  thirty-three  and  one- 
third.  The  result  of  the  average  of  equal  quan- 
tities is  greater,  but  the  result  of  the  average  of 
actual  importations  will  place  it  precisely  on  the 
footing  wnich  the  comrnittee  hare  stated.  Take, 
for  instance,  a  particular  year.  I  speak,  like  my 
honorable  friend,  front  the  documents  of  the 
Treasury.  In  the  year  1807,  there  were  import- 
ed goods  to  the  amount  of  $36,260,000,  liable  to 
a  duty  of  twelve^and-a-half  per  cent ;  in  theaame 
year,  $9,480,000,  paying  a  duty  of  fifteen  per 
cent.  The  average  of  equal  quantities  ot  these 
duties,  as  now  increased,  is  thirty-five ;  but,  in 
the  year  stated,  about  four-fifths  were  imported, 
payinff  a  peace  duty  of  twelve-and-a-half,  and 
one-fif^h  paying  a  like  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent., 
which  gives  an  average  result,  as  the  duties  now 
stand,  of  thirty-three  and  oneHhird  percent.,  as 
stated  by  the  committee.  If  gentlemen  will  mi- 
nutely examine  the  facts,  they  must  be  satisfied, 
as  I  am,  that  ever3r  material  part  of  the  statement 
of  the  merchants  is  practicatiy  correct.  The  only 
error  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has 
proved,  namely,  that  certain  articles,  enumerated 
oy  the  committee  from  N«w  York,  do  not  bear  a 
duty,  as  calculated  at  the  custom-house,  of  fifty 
per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost,  has  no  real  or  practi*- 
cal  effect  on  the  question  before  you,  to  a  material 
eitent,  because  the  goods  imported  consist  aln^t^st 
altogether  of  different  articles.  There  was  'no 
interest,  and  therefore  could  have  been  no  inten- 
tion to  deceive  ;  there  was  practically  no  decep- 
tion, because  the  erroneous  statement  did  not 
affect  the  question. 

In  relation  to  the  extra  profits,  which  are  made 
to  form  so  important  a  part  of  this  discussion,  the 
gentleman  says  that,  according  to  a  rule  of  taw. 
the  largest  sum  should  be  taken  in  exclusion  of 
the  average  of  the  sums  ^iven.;  that  the  extraor- 
dinary profits  are  admitted  to  be  from  five  to  ten 
per  cent;  and  that, according  to  the  rule  alluded 
lo,   ten  per  cent,  is  to  be  assumed  as  the  extra 

{profit.  NoW)  sir,  I  cannot  =  recollect  any  rule  of 
aw  by  which  the  gentleman  is  authorized  to  as- 
sume the  largest  sum'  instead  of  the  average  re- 
sult ;  the  last  I  take  to  be  the  rule  of  taw  and  the 
rule  of  reason,  likewise  applicable  to  the  ques- 
tion ;  the  extra  profit  would  then  be  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent ;  this  will  be  the  extent  of  the  claim 
of  the  Government,  if  it  insist  on  this  partnership 
in  the  profits.  But,  white  the  highest  sum. staled 
by  the  merchants  is  assumed  instead  of  the  aver- 
age result,  it  '\%  denied  that.even  this  reaches  the 
truth ;  and  it  is  alleged  that  these  extra  profits 
are  much  greater.  But  is  this  anything  but  vague 
suggestion?  If  I  were  to  enter  into  a  minute 
examination  of  the  evidence  on  which  we  are 
acting,  I  could  prove  that  all  the  statements  of 
the  merchants  give  this  result,  and  confirm  each 
mher.  For  example,  they  have  stated  their  prof- 
its to  have  been  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent.,  and 
their  profits  on  the  late  importations  to  be  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,,  giving  a  result  of  from 


five  to  ten  per  cent,  as  their  extra  profit.  But 
you  are  told  that  the  merchants  have  derived  an 
extraordinary  profit  from  the  depression  of  bills 
of  exchange  on  England.  They  tell  you  that 
this  fs  never  brc^ught  into  a  calculation  of  profits 
on  importation,  and  that,  in  a  given  number  of 
years,  it  really  yields  no  profit;  that  there  are 
instances  of  ^xcnange  being  as  high  as  ten  per 
cent.,  above  par,  and  that  then  no  additions  were 
made  to  the  usual  advance.  But,  sir,  the  profit 
on  exchange,  if  a  profit  has  been  enjoyed,  has  re- 
sulted from  a  distinct  operation,  and  ought  not  to 
be  amalgamated  with  the  profits  of  importations, 
no  otherwise  than  accidentally  connected  with 
the  act  of  depositing  money  in  England  through 
the  means  of  a  profitable  prpcess  of  exchange. 
But  the  gentleman  says,  they  get  this  profit,  in 
fact,  and  could  not  have  realized  it  but  through 
these  importations,  and  therefore  it  must  be 
brought  into  calculation.  Without  admitting 
the  correctness  of  this  conclusion,  let  us  see  what 
this  advantage  amounts  to.  Now  the  proposition 
is,  that  we  should  take  the  extra  profits.  But,  it 
appears  that  exchange  had  been  as  low,  under  or- 
dinary circnmstancesj  as  ten  p^r  cent.,  and  as  the 
claim  is  only  to  the  extra  profits,  in  other  words 
the  profits  not  enjoyed  in  common  times,  our  in- 
quiry must  be,  how  much  do  the  htte  profits  of 
exchange  exc^  ten  per  cent.  ?  The  evidence 
before  the  House  shows  that  exchange  has  varied 
during  the  period  of  restriction  from  five  to 
twenty-two  and  a  half  per  cent,  discount,  and 
gives  an  average  of  thirteen  and  three-fourths ; 
and,  in  corroboration  of  this  result,  a  very  sensi- 
ble and  candid  letter,  among  the  printed  docu- 
ments, states  this  advantage  to  be  about  fourteen 
per  cent.  The  advantage,  then,  beyond  that  of 
ordinary  times,  is  but  three  and  three-fourths  or 
four  per  cent. ;.  and  combine  this  with  the  extra- 
ordinary advance  obtained  upon  the  sales  of  the 
goods  iknported,  and,  together,  they  make  but  ele- 
ven per  cent.  And  is  it  this  for  which  the  Gov- 
ernment is  contending? 

I  am  now  enabled  to  quit  this  fatiguing  detail, 
and-  come  to  examine  the  subject  m  a  general 
point  of  view. 

It  is  said  to  be  a  violation  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem. ^My  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  says, 
this  is  one  of  the  strongest  arms  this  country  has; 
that  this  assertion  is  proved  by  the  examinations 
had   before  the  House  of  Commons;   and  that 
this  meksure  ought  not  to  be  relaxed  or  abandon- 
ed, which  would  be  done,  he  says,  by  a  remission. 
How  is  the  value  of  this  system  proved  ?    By 
distress  said  io  have'  been,  and  which  no  doubt 
was.  experienced  by  the  manufacturers  in  Eng- 
land.   But,  although  particular  manufacturers 
ascribe  their  sufferinss  to  our  measur^  yet  it 
ought  not  to  be  concluded  that  the  general  dis- 
tress results  from  this  cause.    It  is  disproved  by 
circumstances.    Some  years  ago,  when  we  im- 
ported more  largely  than  we  would  do  now,  if  no 
restriction  existed,  we  took  one- fourth  of  the  gross 
exports  of  British  manufactures,  and  we  exported 
again,  to   markets  supplied  by  themselves,  one- 
third  of  that  fourth,  leaving  but  one-sixth  for  our 
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oiRrn  consumption.    Let  me  not  be  mrisunderstood. 
I  do  nol  deny  that  we  are  immensely  valuable 
customers,  and  that  our  restrictive  system  baa 
caased  her  considerable  distress,  but  I  deny  that 
it  has  caused  that  overwhelming  distress,  if  such 
distress  exists,  which  the  genileman  has  intima*. 
ted.   If  it  does  exist,  it  proceeds  from  other  causes. 
I  contend  that  we  suffer  from  this  measiire  a 
£^reater  degree  of  distress  than  they  do.    Our  suf- 
fering is  greater,,and  more  sensibly  felt  in  the  loss 
of  revenue  and  fn  the  loss  of  the  affections  of  our 
people ;  a  loss  infinitely  more  to  be  deprecated 
than  the  loss  of  trade  or  money.    Who,  sir,  are 
the  distressed  in  England,  who  are  said  to  have 
become  such  from  this  measure?    Some  manu- 
facturers, an  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple.   Who  in  this  country  1   AH  persons  engaged 
m  or  connected  with  commerce,  a  portion  com- 
paratively infiniiely  more   numerous.     It    has 
Droken  the  spirit  of  the  country — it  has  rendered 
those  most  warmly  attached  to  the  Government 
almost  disaffected.    There  is  one- third  of  the 
people  of  this  countrv  interested  in  commerce,  or 
closely  and  intimately  connected  with  it,  who  are 
totally  opposed  to  this  policy.    If  we. alienate 
from  the  Government  of  England,  in  her  manu- 
factarers,  one-twentieth  of  the  people  of' that 
country,  we,  at  the  same  time,  alienate  from  our 
own   Government  one-third  of  our  own  peeple. 
It  is  a  policy,  if  it  ifere  generally  correct,  pecu- 
liarly inapplicable  to  our  people  and  Government. 
The  question  under  it  is,  who  can  suffer  most? 
and  here,  thank  God,  they  have  the  advantage  of 
us.     They  are  accustomed  to  suffering,  we  are 
not;  that  Government  has  the  power  to  inflict 
more  from  its  natural  vigor;  we  nave  neither  the 
powet  nor  the  disposition,  I  hope,  to  try  our 
strength  in  this  way.    There  is  no  doubt,  if  we 
confine  our  views  to  the  effects  of  this  measure 
on  £ngland  alone,  that  we  will  be  convinced  of 
its  power  and  efficacy ;  there  is  nothing  of  whi^h 
so  partial  a  view  would  not  give  a  ikvorable  im- 
pression.   But  if  there  are  advantages  in  th'e  non- 
importation system,  on  the  one  hand,  there  are 
on  the  other  greater  disadvantages.    It  puts  out 
one  eye  of  your  enemy,  it  is  true,  but  it  puts  out 
both  your  own.    It   exhausts  the  purse,  it  'ex- 
hausts the  spirit,  and  paralyses  the  sword  of  the 
nation.    But  how  did  my  honorable  friends  treat 
this  system  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  ?    Did 
they  not  themselves  agree  to  let  in  fifteen  millions 
of  value  of  British  manufactures,  to  obtain  five 
millions  of  revenue?    Where,  then,  sir.  was  the 
policy  of  your  restrictive  system,  when  these 
same  gentlemen  would  have  suspended  it  to. gain 
so  much  revenue?    Gjentlemeo,  then,  themselves 
gave  up  the  system,  and  yet  they  now  ulk  of  the 
sacred  character  of  this  policy.    It  was  given  up 
on  the  first  day  of  the,  session.    It  was  given  up 
yesterday.    It  is  given  up  whenever  you  refuse 
to  prohibit  exportations.    It  is  idle  to  talk  of  free 
exportation  and  a  prohibition  of  importation. 
How  else  are  your  returns  to  be  effected  ?    The 
whole  annual  produce  of  the  mines  of  Mexico 
and  Peru,  the  whole  specie  circulation  of  Great 
Britain,  would  not  furnish  return^  for  tht  export* 


ations  of  this  country  for  a  single  year  of  pros- 
perity; and  yet  you  talk  of  (to restricted  exporta* 
lions  and  a  prohibition  of  importations.  Yes, 
sir,  adhering  to  the  latter  policy,  you  have  already 
twice  or  thrice,  in  this  session,  said  there  shall 
be  no  more  exportation'  law ;  and  you  were  right,, 
l^ecause  it  was  a  system  of  self-torture ;  it  pro-' 
duces,  indeed,  an  infliction  of  pain  upon  your 
enemy,  which,  comparatively,  can  scarcely  be 
called  considerable,  while  it  throws  yourselves 
upon  the  raek  of  excruciating  torment.  But,  1 
ask  again,  how  can  the  policy' of  the  restrictive 
system  be  spoken  of  in  such  terms  of  approbation 
an4  admiration,  when  gentlemen  were  not  only 
willing  to  give  it  up,  but  have  actually  given  it 
up  more  than  once  ?  I  am  astonished  at  this  in- 
cessant cry  of  the  policy  of  the  restrictive  system, 
and  an  inviolate  adherence  to  it  when  it  has  been 
relaxed  every  year  since  its  institution.  It  must 
be  a  most  extraordinary  system.  Gentlemen 
ti^at  it  as  some  nations  do  their  idols.  Sometimes 
they  worship,  and  somelimes  they  flog  ihem.  So 
it  is  with  my  honorable  friends,  who  alternately 
venerate  ana  despoil  this  great  system  of  policy. 
They  were  willing  to  abandon  it  to  raise  a  given 
revenue,  and  now  that  the  revenue  has  been  ob- 
tained by  an  unintentional  infraction  of  it,  they  say 
it  is  too  sacred  to  be  touched  with  impunity.  I. 
never  hear  the  word  '^  restriction"  named  in  the 
Hall  of  Congress  without  being  alarmed.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  lamented,  for  the  sake  of  the  coun- 
try, tb^t  this  subject  is  so  frequently  agitated. 
Now  the  farmer  is  threatened,  then  the  merchant. 
The  country  had  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
'  alarm  whicn  was  caused  by  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
Hamper,)  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  the  great 
productions  of  the  soil — a  resolution  which,  like 
the  comet  that  lately  visited  our  region,  affright- 
ed and  dismayed  the  wondering  people,  but  which, 
like  it,  had  passed  away,  we  hoped,  not  again  to 
appear  in  our  time — when  the  resolutions  of  my 
honorable  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Newton,) 
numbers  one,  two,  three — I  forget  how  many — 
followed  in  rapid  succession,  and,  like  the  tail  of 
that  great  meteor,  hung  over  us,  giving  signs  of 
dire  add  ominous  portent.  These,  to  your  (arm* 
ers,  are  as  pernicious  as  the  plagues  of  Egypt. 
To  your  cities,  the  proposition  on  your  table  is 
more  terrible  than  the  (yestileAce  with  which  they 
were,  not  lonff  sincej  smitten  by  the  judgment  of 
God,  inflicted  in  his  wrath,  but  by  his  justice; 
which  made  the  dwelling  where  health,  and  joy. 
and  gladness,  and  general  prosperity,  had  blessed 
the  inhabitants,  a  charnel-house,  and  sent  forth 
"  the  frequent  corpse"  through  the  deserted  streets, 
accompanied  by  no  living  creature,  save  the  pa- 
tient drudging  animal  which  bore  it,  and  the  lone 
sexton,  wbo  committed  the  dust  of  the  body  to 
thd  repose  of  the  tomb.  Yes,  sir,  even  this  was 
a  more  tolerable  calamity  to  your  cities  than 
would  be  t)iat  plague  upon  your  table. 

What  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  a  Government 
like  ours,  at  a  crisis  like  the  present,  when  we 
should  have  but  one  heart  and  one  hand  ?  Surely 
this  is  not  the  way  to  unite  us.    When,  sir^  you 
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wish  me,  coming  from  the  seacoast,  to  salute  my 
fellovir-citizeQ  from  the  West  as  a  brother,  do 
not  present  him  to  me  in  the  character  of  one 
exacting  from  me  har&h  and  unmerited  penalties. 
In  spite  of  my  perfect  conviction  of  the  benevo- 
lence and  justice  of  my  honorable  friend  from 
Kentucky,  I  must  consider  them  as  harsh  and 
unmerited  penalties,  though  eren  by  him  in- 
flicted. 

It  is  said,  however,  in  support  of  the  proposi- 
tion on  your  table,  that  it  is  not  unjust  that  the 
merchants,  havinggained  this  extraordinary  profit, 
without  the  sanction  of  law,  should  be  compelled 
to  refund  it.  I  hare  shown  you,  sir,  in  the  course 
of  this  examination,  what  that  profit  was;  that, 
from  a  fair  and  liberal  construction  of  the  testi- 
mony, it  was  but  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and 
that  to  this  might  be  added  three  and  three-quar- 
ters per  cent,  for  the  extraordinary  gain  upon  bills 
of  exchange.  Now,  sir,  the  policy  which  this 
Government  has  pursued  has  been  so- variable,  | 
and,  at  the  same  time,  so  destructive  pf  the  pres- 
ent operations  of  commerce,  as  doubly  to  distress 
the  mercantile  part  of  the  community — it  has  of 
course  distressed  these  petitioners ;  it  has  tied  up 
their  hands  for  three  years  past,  while  they  have 
been  obliged  to  keep  up  expensive  establishments, 
not  yet  quite  deserted  by  the  hope  of  better 
times,  in  expectation  of  some  change;  and  this 
profit  of  eleven  per  cent.,  which  fortune,  and  not 
your  wisdom  or  kindness,  has  thrown  into  their 
nands,  you  are  called  upon  to  take  from  them. 
But  have  they  reallv  profited?  Will  they  be 
gainers  or  losers,  in  tne  course  of  their  trade,  in 
the  event  of  vour  permitting  them  to  retain  it? 
They  will  be  losers  greatly  if  you  relinquish  the 
whole.    And,  sir,  shall  we  take  from  them  that 

gittance  which  not  your  good  will  but  fortune 
as  given  them ;  that  which  their  spirit  of  ad- 
venture has  given  them,  and  in  obtaining  which 
thev  were  not  cherished  or  supported  by  you  ? . 

cut,  it  is  said,  that  though  Government  should 
take  this,  the  consumer  pays  it,  and  it  will  come 
from  the  pockets  of  the  country.  My  honorable 
friend  from  Kentucky  stated  a  fact,  I  believe  from 
a  document  of  the  Treasury,  of  which  I  have  no 
doubt,  that  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try are  cFothed  in  homespun.  And  where  are 
those  two-thirds  to  be  found?  On  the  margin  of 
the  seashore  or  in  the  cities  ?  No,  sir,  the  other 
third,  who  oon^ me  foreign  manufactures,  live  in 
cities,  on  the  margin  of  the  seashore,  and  pay  the 
whole.  They  pay  the  double  duties  and  the 
extra  profit,  and  not  those  out  of  whose  pocket 
the  gentleman  would  have  you  believe  it  comes. 
The  consumer  prays  you  not  to  inflict  these  pen* 
alties.  Those  who  have  paid  it  entreat  you  not 
to  take  this  profit  from  the  merchants ;  they  say, 
let  them  keep  it ;  they  deserve  it.  And  will  the 
Government  under  such  circumstances  object?  \ 
But.  sir,  does  not  justice  require  the  remission 
of  these  bonds?  These  merchants  have  done' 
what  your  policy  failed  to  do.  They  have  given 
you  three  great  advantages;  xhey  have  given 
you  twenty  millions  of  capital,  which  will  prob- 
ably be  loaned  to  the  Government,  if  applied  for 


in  a  proper  way;  they  have  given  you  five  mil- 
lions of  revenue,  which  is  already  secured  to  the 
Government;  and  they  have  given  you  clothing 
for  your  army  in  spite  of  yourselves.  Shall  they 
then,  after  having  incurred  great  risks  in  doing 
all  these  things  which  are  so  advantageous  to  the 
country,  have  fines  inflicted  on  them  for  the  good 
they  have  done?  The  proposition  is  unreasonable. 
Would  gentlemen  wish  that  the  Treasury  should 
not  have  been  filled ;  that  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try should  not  have  been  brougnt  home?  That 
the  Army  should  not  have  been  clothed?  Surely 
not.  And  under  what  circumstances  were  these 
importations  made?  Under  the  sanction  of  Gov- 
ernment; under  its  advice,  as  far  as  it  was  possi- 
ble to  obtain  it.  You  are  told  by  ihe  Minister  of 
your  country,  our  resident  in  England,  that  he 
did  advise  the  merchants  to  make  these  ship- 
ments. Now,  I  beseech  you,  sir,  put  yourself  in 
the  situation  in  which  these  persons  were  placed. 
Residing  in  a  strange  land,  who  would  you  ask 
to  construe  the  laws  of  your  country  ?  The  con- 
fidential agent,  the  worthy  representative  of  that 
country,  the  man  who  has  done  honor  to  himself 
apd  to  it  by  his  conduct — he  advised  them  to  im- 
port— and  why  ?  Because  he  believed  that  in  so 
doing  he  was  co-operating  with  the  great  policy 
of  the  country.  He  advised  the  shipment.  What 
is  requisite  to  be  known  to  establish  the  inno- 
cence of  this  transaction  ?  That  the  merchants 
shipped  under  the  impression  that  the  law  of  non« 
importation  would  be  repealed.  Such  was  the 
impression  of  the  asent  of  the  GovernmeDt. 
Was  the  merchant,  whose  information  is  neces- 
sarily circumscribed,  and  whose  daily  drudpng 
fills  up  the  measure  of  his  time,  to  set  himelf  up 
in  opposition  to  the  confidential  and  well  in- 
formed Minister  of  the  Government?  The  im- 
portant fact  that  the  merchants  shipped  under 
the  impression  of  the  legality  of  such  shipments 
is  further  proved  to  you.  The  language  of  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Russell  made  the 
continuance  of  the  non-importation  act  entirely 
dependent  on  the  duration  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  states  that  it  will  be  immediately  sus- 
pended on  the  revocation  or  necessary  modifica- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council.  But  that  is  not 
all,  ?ir.  Who  are  the  memorialists?  Persons 
who  reside  in  this  country,  who  gave  orders  not 
to  have  the  goods  shipped  till  it  should  be  legal 
to  do  80.  But  their  agents  in  England  have  been 
mistaken.  Those  who  supplicate  you  for  a  re- 
mission of  these  forfeitures  never  contemplated 
a  violation  of  law.  They  are  entirely  free  from 
every  kind  of  imputation  of  intention  to  violate 
either  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  non-importa- 
tion act.  Those  who  are  to  suffer  did  not  di- 
rect, and  could  not  control,  the  act  for  which  they 
are  to  sufier.  * 

But  it  is  said  there  are  several  classes  of  peti- 
tioners, and  that,  though  some  may  be  innocent, 
all  are  not  equally  free  from  imputation;  that 
some  of  them  shipped  after  the  declaration  of  war 
was  known.  Well,  sir,  if  we  take  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  Russell,  they  are  equally  excusable  with 
others.  He  did  also  advise  shipments  at  that  time. 
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It  woald  have  been  ruinous  to  the  proprietors 
to  hare  retained  them ;  it  would  hare  deprived 
the  nation  of  twenty  millions  of  capital ;  it  would 
have  deprived  you  of  five  miliiODs  of  revenue;  it 
would  have  deprived  you  of  supplies  of  clothing^ 
for  your  army.  Was  not  the  advice  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sell correct  1  Would  you  not  tonnorrow  grant 
permission  to  brins  home  so  much  property-so 
situated,  if  it  would  yield  equal  advantages? 
You  would  indeed  practise  a'  most  extraordinary 
policy  if  you  did.  You  would  to-morrow  au- 
thorize the  act ;  and  yet  you  would  inflict  a  pen- 
alty for  an  act  which  you  could  not  refuse  to 
sanctibn.  What  would  have  been  the  case  with 
this  propertv  had  it  been  suffered  to  remain  in 
England  till  the  termination  of  the  war?  Do 
gentlemen  expect  the  war  to  terminate  to-mor- 
row ?  No,  sir,  it  will  continue  for  years, I  fear,  if 
it  continue  till  the  principles  for  which  it  was 
commenced  be  obtained.  The  most  conciliatory 
propositions  have  been  rejected ;  we  have  nothing 
to  hope  on  the  ground  of  a  speedy  peace.  Then, 
sir,  why  will  you  make  a  distinction  between  the 
different  classes  of  shippers?  The  one  shipped 
believing  the  act  not  forbidden  by  the  laws  or 
policy  of  the  Government  in  a  fair  and  honors 
able  pursuit  of  gain ;  the  other,  under  the  belief 
that  it  was  the  dutjr  and  the  disposition  of  th0 
Govecnment  not  to  inflict  on  them  the  penalties 
of  a  law  which  certainly  in  its  origin  did  not  con- 
template such  a  case,  with  a  view  to  save  their 
property  from  inevitable  destruction,  and  them- 
selves from  probable  ruin.  It  is  also  attempted 
to  discriminate  by  the  periods  of  purchase  be- 
tween those  purchases  which  were  made  before 
and  those  made  after  the  revocation  of  the  Brit- 
ish orders,  and  the  first  are  considered  as  the  fa- 
vored class ;  but  why  should  they  be  so  consid- 
ered ?  The  first,  purchased  at  a  time  when  the 
shipment  was  forbidden,  and  known  to  them  to 
be  forbidden,  with  the  nope  of  a  change — from 
change  of  policy  or  an  accommodation  of  the 
differences  between  the  nations ;  the  last,  under 
a  belief  that  the  laws  of  their  country  did  not  for- 
bid them  to  ship  them  immediately.  They  have 
equally  violated  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  are 
equally  innocent  of  an  intentional  violation  of  its 
spirit.  Bat  those  who  purchased  after  the  revo- 
cation believed  that  in  the  purchase,  as  well  as 
the  shipttient,  there  was  no  law  of  their  country 
which  denied  them  the  full  advantage  of  the 
speculation  in  which  they  were  about  to. engage. 
If,  then,  you  discriminate  at  all,  it  must  be  in 
favor  of  those  whom  gentlemen,  from  their  ar- 
guments, seem  least  disposed  to  relieve.  But 
they  are  all  in  effect  on  a  footing;  because  all 
stand  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equity,  and  an  at- 
tempt to  discriminate  would  be  repugnant  to  that 
equity. 

But  it  is  contended,  that  this  is  a  case  in  which 
it  is  right  to  aid  the  revenue  of  the  country  by 
taking  a  portion  of  the  profit  of  the  merchants. 
I  say,  sir,  if  it  were  just,  it  would  be  impolitic, 
because  you  would  not  thereby  in  fact  increase 
the  financial  means  of  the  country.  It  is  a  dan- 
gerona  experiment  in  finaneea,  as  well  as  in  iegi^ 


lation.  You  open  a  source  of  revenue,  indeed, 
but  it  is  one  which  only  drips,  and  is  drained  in 
a  moment,  and  you  close  the  great  fountains  of 
resource,  and  stop  the  free  streams  of  perennial 
supply.  Show  to  the  commercial  part  of  your 
people  that  they  are  not  regarded  in  a  less  favor- 
able view  than  the  rest  of  the  nation,  and  they  will 
supply  the  revenues  you  want  by  lending  yon 
their  wealth ;  but,  if  you  exact  from  them  their 
little  gains,  will  they  assist  you  ?  No,  sir,  they 
will  not. 

What  is  the  real,  ad  vantage  we  are  to  promise 
ourselves  from  this  new  operation  of  finance? 
The  Government,  it  is  proposed,  should  get,  per- 
haps, eleven  per  cent,  on  toe  amount  of  bona  fide 
American  property  imported — say  that  the  whole 
amount  of  property  of  this  character  is  eighteen 
millions,  as  some  have  supposed,  and  it  will  give 
you  only  two  millions  of  dollars.  Take  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  who  endeavor  to  prove  that 
not  the  half  of  this  amount  is  American  property, 
and  these  are  the  arguments  of  those  who  pro- 
pose this  financial  expedient,  and  it  will  put  but 
one  million  into  your  Treasury,  whilst  it  will 
withdraw  from  you  the  confidence  of  the  only 
class  of  people  to  whom  you  can  look  for  money 
to  carry  on  the  war.  Can  there  be  any  equiva- 
lent in  one  pr  two  millions  of  dollars  to  counter- 
balance this  loss?  And  here  let  me  say,  while 
nsing  this  language  of  the  Treasury,  that,  I  trus( 
in  God,  no  man  who  may  be  thus  consigned  by 
this  House  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
await  his  decision  and  to  supplicate  his  clemency, 
will  so  far  forget  what  he  owes  to  his  own  true 
interests,  and  to  his  character  as  a  free  citizen,  as 
to  give  any  equivalent  for  that  sum  ol  money 
which  may  be  demanded  as  the  Government's 
share  of  the  profits !  I  would  rather  see  the  ob- 
jects of  the  war  fail;  I  would  rather  see  the  sea- 
men of  the  country  impressed  on  the  ocean  and 
our  commerce  swept  from  its  bosom,  than  see  the 
long  arm  of  the  Treasury  indirectly  thrust  into 
the  pocket  of  the  citizen  through  the  medium  of 
a  penal  law.  We  might  sufier  all  these  disilfr* 
ters,  and  our  civil  liberties  would  yet  be  safe. 
That  principle  of  our  Gbvernmeat  would  still  be 
preserved,  which  subjects  the  purse  of  the  citi- 
zen to  no  authority  but  a  law  so  plain  that  he 
who  runs  may  read.  How  are  the  exigencies  of 
the  Qdvernment  for  the  next  year^to  be  supplied? 
That  portion  of  them  which  is  provided  is  rather 
the  result  of  accident  than  forecast.  Is  the  defi- 
piency  to  be  derived  from  taxes  ?  No.  I  will  tell 
gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  them,  for  .their 
comfort,  that  there  will  be  no  taxes  imposed  for 
the  next  year!  It  was  said  last  session,  that  you 
would  have  time  to  lay  them  at  this  session,  but 
I  then  said  it  was  a  mistake.  You  now  find  this 
to  be  the  fact.  By  your  indecision  then,  when 
the  country  was  convinced  they  were  necessary, 
you  have  set  the  minds  of  the  people  against 
taxes.  But  were  it  otherwise,  you  have  not  time 
now  to  lay  them  for  the  next  year. 

What  ought  to  be  our  course  under  these  cir- 
cumstances? Accident  having  thrown  five  mil- 
liena  ef  dollara  into  the  Treasuryi  has  supplied 
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the  place,  and  precluded  the  necessity  of  (axes 
for  the  ensuing  year.    It  has  furnished  a  basis  of 
credit,  and  the  balance  must  be  supplied  by  loans. 
We  should  now,  by  an  act  of  grace,  conciliate 
those  who  have  money  to  lend.    But  it  is  said 
we  cannot  conciliate  them.    I  do  not  mean  by 
conciliation,  an  endeavor  to  induce  those  who  are 
opposed  to  the  party  in  power  to  abandon  their 
political  opposition.    I  mean  only  to  conciliate 
them  so  far  as  to  make  them  see  and  feel  that  the 
Government  feels  tenderly  for   their  interests  j 
that  they  are  equally  favored  and  protected.    So 
much  is  recommended  by  our  best  policy,  while 
it  is  the  just  claim  of  political  opponents,  as  well 
as  political  friends,  in  a  free  Government.    The 
Treasury  may  be  supplied  by  acquiring  their 
confidence,  without  their  political  support  and 
co-operation.    I  only  say  tnat  we  must  not  dis- 
gust the  moneyed  interest  of  the  country.    No 
Government  like  ours  can  support  a  war  by  di- 
rect impositions,  or  any  olh«r  revenue  raised 
within  the  year.    It  must  rely  on  its  credit  for  a 
great  portion  of  the  ways  and  means  of  carrying 
OQ  a  war.    This  is  the.  theory  on  which  it  was 
proposed  to  act  the  last  year.    This  is  the  theory 
OD  which  the  war  was  commenced.    The  great 
source  from  which  you  must  draw  is  the  com- 
mercial wealth  of  the  country.    And  yet  you  are 
called  upon  to  shot  up  and  choke  the  channels 
through  which  alone  it  can  flow  into  your  hands. 
This  would  be,  as  it  were,  to  bank  in  the  periodi- 
cal floods  of  the  Nile — and  would  to  God  it  were 
as  little  practicable — and    prevent  them  from 
spreading  their  fertilizing  qualities,  and  making 
their  precious  deposites  on  the  adjacent  lands. 
Coojmerce  and  aigriculti^re  may  be  aptly  com- 
pared, 3aid  Mr.  C,  to  this  noble  river  and  its 
floods.    The  last,  like  commerce,  would  not  in- 
deed exist,  without  the  mighty  stream,  the  sym- 
bol of  agriculture,  which  flows  silently  and  ma* 
jestically  within  its  banks.    But  this  great  river, 
which,  m  song  and  story,  has,  in  the  nakedness 
of  truth,  exhibited   more  splendor   than  fable 
and  fancy  could  have  lent,  without  these  attend- 
ants, would  have  descended  to  the  ocean  "  uohoo^ 
ored  and  unsung."    Memphis  and  Thebes  would 
not  have  been,  and  even  the  starry  heavens,  beam- 
ing only  on  the  corporeal,  would  long  have  given 
no  light,  and  afforded  no  charm  to  the  mental 
eye.    So  no  cause  has  contributed  so  much  to 
the  civilization  of  man  and  the  irhprovement  of 
every  art,  and  every  science,  as  commerce.  With- 
oat  commerce  we  should  be  simple  shepherds  or 
barbarian  hordes.    I  deny  not,  Mr.  C.  said,  the 
Tirtues  of  the  agriculturists ;  tiiey  are  generally, 
perhaps,  greater  than  those  of  any  other  class  of 
society.    But  the  mercantile  people  of  this,  our 
own  country,  are  inferior  to  no  set  of  people  on 
earth ;  they  carried  into  effect  your  embargo,  not- 
withstanding its  occasional  violations  by  some 
unprincipled  men,  with  more  vigor  and  strictness 
than  all  the  douaniersof  France,  or  all  the  navy 
of  Great  Britain  could  hav^  done  in  any  other 
conntry.    Such  is  the  character  of  your  mer- 
chants; but  if  you  inflict  penalties  on  these  men, 
who  have  refused  to  violate  your  laws  and  .be- 


come smugglers,  you  will  put  them  out  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  those  profligate 
men  who  are  ready  to  violate  every  law  you  may 
enact,  and  who  disregard  every  obligation  of 
morality  or  religion,  will  supersede  them.  The 
general  policy  of  every  free  Government,  as  well 
as  the  particular  policy  and  circumstances  of  our 
own,  forbids  the  course  proposed  to  be  pursued. 
The  general  practice  ana  experience  of  free  Gov- 
ernments discountenance  it.  Can  gentlemen 
point  to  anything  like  it  in  the  history  of  free 
Governments  ?  1  know  there  are  examples,  but  I 
find  ihem  in  the  history  of  tyrants  and  of  arbi- 
trary governments.  I  find  them  in  the  history  of 
Henry  VII,  ^nd  in  that  of  his  celebrated  agents, 
Empson  and  Dudley  j  yet,  in  an  arbitrary  gov- 
ernment, they  were  given  up  to  the  indignation 
of  an  injured  people,  and  history  has  execrated 
the  acts  as  peculiarly  abominable^  even  in  the 
conduct  of  a  tyrant.  Let  gentlemen  discriminate 
between  the  cases  if  they  can.  In  either  case 
the  law  has- an  operation  which  the  Legislature 
never  intended;  in  either  case,  the  Treasury  is 
to  be  filled.  But  ^ay,  if  you  please,  that  this  is  a 
doubtful  case ;  that  it  is  not  assuredly  clear  that 
these  penalties  ought  to  be  inflicted;  what  ought 
to  be  our  course?  To  demand  or  exact  any- 
thing in  a  dolibtfui  case?  No,  sir,  because  the 
Legislature  of  a  fre^  Government  has  no  right  to 
act  on  doubtful  principles.  .  Few  men  will  have 
confidence  enough  to  deny  that  this  is,  at  least,  a 
very  doubtful  question  on  the  part  of  those  who 
would  inflict  the  penalties ;  it  would  be  so  from 
its  novelty  alone.  Sound  policy,  then,  would 
recommend  an  iict  of  grace. 

I  will  add  one  word  more  on  the  subject  of 
commerce,  rather  out  of  place.  One  of  the  most 
distinguished  Kings  of  England,  whose  reign  ex- 
hibits the  greatest  exploits  in  the  history  of  that 
nation,  among  which  are  numbered  the  achieve- 
ments of  Cressy  and  Poictiers,  Edward  III,  was 
believed  by  the  good  people  of  his  realms  to  have 
discovered  the  art  of  making  gold :  for  it  was  to 
them  otherwise  inconceivable  how  he  supplied 
his  treasury.  He  raised  armies,  equipped  fleets 
gained  mighty  victories,  conquered  kingdoms, 
and,  spent  vast  sums  on  internal  improvements : 
such  demands,  it  was  thought,  the  art  of  making 
gold  alone  could  supply.  The  historian  says,  no. 
He  cherished  cammej^e, 

Mr.  Roberts  next  took  the  floor.  He  observed 
that  he  might,  with  great  truth,  state  that  he  felt 
equal  embarrassment  with  the  gentleinan  who  had 
just  sat  down,  (Mr.  Cheves,)  in  rising  on  this 
question.  To  the  considerations  occasioning  that 
gentleman's  embarrassment,  he  felt  superadded 
the  duty  of  touching  points,  and  possibly  feeiia^ 
that  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  coufd  induce  hini. 
to  attempt.  This  duty  the  gentleman  (Mr.  C.) 
bad  made,  if  possible,  more  imperative  by  apply- 
ing observations  to  former  Congresses,  as  wen  as 
to  those  who  may  incline  to  adopt  the  report, 
which,  while  he  should  repel  with  regret,  he 
hoped  to  meet  with  firmness. 

The  argument,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  already  taken 
a  wide  raoge«    Tht  resolution,  though  sivaple  in 
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its  principles,  is  shrouded  und  obscared  by  a  train 
of  documents  coached  in  technical  obscurity,  and 
resting  on  very  unsatisfafetory  foundations.  The 
genciemen,  he  obserretf,  vho  had  preceded  him 
against  the  report,  had  not  very  soecessfbily  dis-* 
si  pa  ted  this  perplexity.  It  has  become  especially 
necessary  to  sink  down  to  first  principles,  to  apply 
the  pickaxe  to  clear  away  the  rnbbishj  and  to  tear 
the  veil  of  technical  mystery  from  this,  he  readily 
admitted,  important  question.  It  is  an  inquiiTy 
which  1  freely  confess  bat  a  feW  days  ago  I  was 
little  conrersant  with.  Some  members  of  this 
committee  may  very  possibly  have  entered  on  the 
deliberation  without  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  it  also.  His  object  was  to  familiarite  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  with  wbat  the  ^lect 
committee  had  in  a  degree  become  familiar  with, 
rather  than  to  attempt  to  ]4ace  the  sabject  in  any 
new  or  imposrng  attitude.  My  honorable  friend 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  MrrcuiL^)  yesterday  told' 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  'this  was  an  affair  of 
bonds— -mortgaged — and  that  he  would  not  take 
the  pound  of  flesh,  Bhylock«like.  I  miist  beg 
leave  to  difier  with  the  gentleman.  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  an  a(bir  of  bonds,  nor  do  I  want  th^ 
pound  of  flesh.  The  case  is  not  one  of  contract ; 
far  different  is  its  character ;  it  is  an*  infringement 
of  penal  law.  The  party  for  whom  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Cbeves)  invokes  your  compassion  and 
entreats  your  gr^ce,  as  soffering  citizens,  stand 
before  you  confessed,  the  voluntary  violators  of 
your  penal  laws;  They  come  not  to  ask  eancel- 
ment  of  their  obligations  as  leig:itimate  bondsmen, 
pleading  a  set-off  against  their  Conditions.  Their 
true  character  is  that  of  confessed  violators  of  the 
laws,  praying  «  reidission  of  penalties  incurred 
by  infraciing  them,  wishing  to  ofler  extenuating 
evidence.  This  committee,  Mr.  R.  said,  are  not 
sitting  here  as  parties  to  a  bond  or  a  mortgage,  but 
as  a  high  frihanal ;  who.  if  they  act  at  all,  ought 
to  act  with  special:  regaru  fbr  the  io&A  of  the  rfeat 
community,  as  well  as  individual  right  and  in- 
terest. They  otight  to  weigh  with  solemu  delib- 
eration the  bigb  and  responsible  nature  of  their 
duty.  They  ought  to  decide,  una  wed  by  ^r, 
unbiassed  by  compassion,  and  tininflueni;ed  by 
any  eonsrderations  but  those  peHafnlng  to  inrmu* 
table  justice.  Need  i  remind  you^  Mr.  Chair- 
man,  that  the  statute  broken  was  the  deliberate, 
the  legltimaie  act  of  the  ReprMothtiv^s  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  peofAt.  It  Was  a  law  not 
hastily  adopted  ;  a  law  rarttfied  and  confirmed  by 
the  approving  voice  of  a  great  iiia|ovity  ef  the 
citizens;  a  law  persisftedin  by  a  subsequent  Legis- 
lature ;  nay,  almost  re-enaeied  by  them,  designed 
to  efiect  a  gteat  nattonal  benefit ;  to  gflve  ns  wltat 
is  so  much  desired  by  the  gentleman  from  Bocrth 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Canvne;)  so  mueh  desired  by  M 
all"-^  fVee,  unrestricted,  and  prosperous  com- 
merce $  a  thriving  agriculture,  and  the  unlimited 
exercise  of  our  national  rights.  '  Is  the  execution 
of  such  a  law  to  be  held  up  to  scorn  and  oppro- 
brium by-«n  invidious  comparison  with  tbe  capri- 
cious, the  wicked,  the  arbitrary  exactions  of  one 
of  the  meanest  and  most  odious  of  tbe  tyrants 
that  have  oeow^ed  the  SngKsh  thsone?  Is  tiife 
12lh  CoH.  Sid  Ss88.— 0 


Ti^ntb  Congress  to  be  ranked  with  the  covetous 
and  rapacious  Harry  VII  ?  Or,  are  there  any 
within  these  walls  meriting  to  be  likened  unto 
the  Bmpsons  and  the  Dudleys,  the  execrable  pan- 
ders of  his  avarice  ?  The  gentleman's  zeal  must 
have  overcome  his  usual  Hoerality.  My  esteem 
for  him  will  not  allow  me  to  think  but  that,  upon 
reflection,  he  will  be  disposed  to  retract  this  un- 
warrantable imt)otatJon.  A  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be  charged  with  compounding  pen- 
alties to  feed  the  pubKc  avarice,  like  the  fell 
instruments  Hiirry  VII  found  within  the  purlieus 
of  the  barl    The  idea  is  impossible. 

The  non-importation  act  and  its  sqpplemefi ts, 
(I  repeat  it,  ^id  Mr.  R.,)  were  designed  to  efiect 
a  great  publie  good.  The  penalties  were  ^irovided  ' 
to  prevent  crtme^— not  to  raise  revenue.     The 
great  end  of  all  penal  unctions  h  to  destroy  the 
motive  that  Irouid  lead  to  the  incilrment  of  these 
penalttee.    Let  us  beware  how  we  whet  that  mo- ' 
tive  by  an  indulgent  interference,  alike  forbiddelk 
by  the  great  principles  of  public  policy,  the  set* 
tied  pHiKsipteB  of  law.  and  even  equity  itself.    If 
in  a  single  case  the  law  had  been  broken,  no  one 
would  have  invoked  your  grace  for  the  delinquent. 
Can  extent  of  infraction  heighten  the  claim  to 
your  liberality  ?    Too  much  importance  has  be.en 
given  to  the  number,  wealth,  and  usefulness  of 
the  ioaporters:    I  am  willing,  said  Mr.  R.^  to  al-  ' 
low  them  their  ftrll  merit.    1  feel  no  hostility  to 
them,  more  than  I  ^an  fear  their  resentment  if 
juetiee  be  done  to  the  nation.    Those  who  have 
appeared  fbr  the  importers,  admit  that  the  export 
and  import  trade  are  not  in  the  same  hands — and, 
that  thi»  sale  of  imports  is  again  divided  between 
the  jobbers  and  the  retailers ;  so  that  really  the 
importen  form  a  mueh  more  inconsiderable  por- 
tion of  the  people  than  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  asserts  they  do.     But,  admitting  they 
fovm  oneHhird  of  our  population,  how  does  it  al- 
ter the  qaesvtion?    One-third  of  tbe  people  may 
have  anr  interest  in  violating  the  laws;  two-tbfrds 
may  haveaa  interest  in  tl^ir*  being  regarded—-  ' 
wbnse  inteveei  in  this  case  ought  to  yield?    I 
hope*  said  Mr.  R.,  the  committed  cannot  be  inftn** 
eneed  by  aoch  ar|[ument,  though  ifoposed  with  ^ 
alt  tlie  graces  of  eiocution.     The  eommtttee ' 
stand  ebarged  with  the  conservation  of  the  pub-"* 
lie  rights  and  the  public  interests  on  the  one  band,  ' 
and  wfih  the  dispensation  of  publie  moreyon  ibe    • 
other*    To  do  jMatice  is  a  delicate  task,  nut  hap- 
pily not  a  difficalt  one.-  All  that  is  necessary  for 
tb<apreeent  is.  to  let  the  law  be  administered  ac- 
cording to  its  original  inteadmetit. 

Mr.  K«  said  he  had  endeavored  to  show,  that  if 
W9  act  at  all,  we  are  not  called  upon  to  decide  a 
queation  of  bonds.  The  bonds  are  involved,  and 
it  tnay  be  well  to  inquire  whence  they  originated. 
The  importers  have  derived  a  benefit  from  them 
which  tbey  could  not  have  done  if  the  law  had  ' 
been  duty  executed.  "All  the  prohibited  mer- 
chandise" (says  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  bis  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,)  '^restored  to  claimants,  baa 
been  so  restored  by  order  of  court^  without  any  • 
otheirittterilMaee  bataforaedaeqiueseenceon  the 
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part  of  the  executive  officers."  Among  the  print- 
ed documents  will  be  found  a  circular  letter  from 
tbe  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the 
several  district  attorneys,  dated  the  15th  of  May 
last,  instructing  them  'Ho  oppose  every  motion 
for  the  restoration  to  the  claimants  of  prohibited 
merchandise  under  seizure."  Mr.  R.  said  he  re- 
curred to  this  paper  with  much  gratiflcation,  as 
the  soundness  of  the  argument  and  perspicuity  of 
tbe  style  are  as  creditable  evidence  of  the  tal- 
ents of  a  friend  he  verjr  much  respeeted  and  es-, 
teemed,  as  the  promptitude  with  which  this  ar- 
duous duty  was  dischsrg^ed  is  honorable  to  his 
official  character.  We  may  well  stop  to  inquire 
if  the  judges  have  undertaken  to  legieJate  in  tfalis 
case.  The  powers  they  sometimes  exercise  in  the 
administration  of  civil  jurispnidenee  areequiva* 
lent  to  legislation,  and  no  small  portion  of  our 
municipaloode  is  thence  derived.  All  tho«ghl« 
ful  and  observant  men  must  have  looked. os  tJua 
■tfetph  of  judicial  authority  with  serious  fonoero, 
but  we  had  yet  to  learn  that  any  judge  could  be 
found  bold  enough  to  wrest  penal  legislation  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Constitutional  authority.  But 
of  this  we  can  better  judge  when  we  shall  have 
read  the  letter.  1  crave  tne  special  attenitp*  of 
the  Coinmittee  to  its  contents : 

[Here  Mr.  R.  read  and  commented  on  tbe  let- 
ter, recurring  to  the  law  as  illustrative  o£it.] 

Thus,  then,  (he  continued)  either  by  a  mai-> 
administration  of  the  law  ox  by  a  mistake  of  its 
meaning,  in  the  faee  of  positive  instructions  from 
the  law  officer  of  the  Treasury,  not. more  worthy 
of  respect  from  their  emanating  from  such  author- 
ity than  for  the  conclusive  reasoning  accompany- 
ing them,  some  of  the  district  judges  went  on  to 
restore  the  seized  merchandise,  thereby  destroy- 
ing the  penal  operation  of  the  law  to  a  high  de- 
gree, and  benefiting  the  importers^  by  restoring 
to  them  not  only  their  vested  capital  hat  evea 
goods  on  British  account  to  an  immense  amount. 
It  put,  beside  this,  into  their  baads.  eiorbitaal 
profits  in  addition  to  all.  Thus  originated  the 
Donds,  and.  thus  have  they  already  benefited  the 
Importers ;  and  yet  this  is  not  enough,  the  bonda, 
nuiat  too  be  canoelled  and  an  act  of  indemaity 
passed,  not  more  to  glut  the  avarice  of  the  import- 
er than  to  cover  the  judge*  frooi  censMta  and 
amooability.  So  iar  from  the  interven  tion  of  the 
4>oiid8  having  made  the  matter  less  serious,  as  my 
friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mitcbill)  $uppQ^ 
eSf  f^om  the  manner  of  their.origination  they  pre- 
sent insuperable  obstacles  to  a  remissioa  of  the 
penalties.  Qentlemen  may  say  if  the  bonds  are 
unlawfully  taken  they  are  not  recoverable.  With 
this,  said  Mr.  R,,  I  do  not  trouble  myself;  if  it  be 
80|  we  may  hope  there  ib  too  much  integrity  in 
this  committee  to  indemnify  such  iBe<)oaiity. 
The  gentleman  from  SouthCarolina  (Mr.CHBvfia) 
has  dwelt  with  peculiar  emphasis  on  the  ciecom- 
stance  that  some  of  the  select  committee  who  are 
disinclined  to  remissioa  were  at  the  lent  session 
for  suspending  this  law.  I,  said  Mr.  R.,  was  one 
of  those  who  voted  for  its  suspension  ;  I  have  to 
plead  error  of  judgment,  for  so  doin^ ,  to  the  na- 
tion.   1  afterwards  felt  happy  in  hariQi  it  ia  my 


power  to  rote  against  the  reconsideration  of  the 
question  to  suspend.  I  was  then  led  into  error 
by  listening  to  such  argunoenis  as  are  now  ofidred 
in  favor  ofa  remission  of  ^^  penalties  since  ac- 
crued under  that  law.  Ezperience  ought  to  leara 
us  to  estimate  them  better.  We  were  then  told, 
as  we  are  still,  our  restrictive  laws  were  inopera- 
tive on  the  enemy  s  that  they  were  destroying  our 
own  prosperity  uselessly;  and  that  thej^  were  de- 
moralizing oor  people  by  the  temptations  they 
held  out  to  fraud,  and  that  an  immense  amouat 
of  American  capital  could  only  thus  return  home. 
The  pretended  revocation  of  the  Orders  ija  Coun- 
cil and  the  subsequent  shipments  prove  all  these 
assertions  to  have  been  egregious  errors.  I  am 
confident  that  a  remission  of  the  penalties  incur- 
red by  the  importers  of  British. merchandise,  as 
gentlemen  wish,  would  be  even  a  greater  error 
than  a  repeal  or  suspension  of  the  act  at  the  last 
session.  Under  such  a  state  of  things  the  country 
would  have  been,  in  a  better  state  than  it  will  be 
if  we  now  remit.  There  would  have  been  a  full 
importation )  there  had  then  beea  no  monopoly, 
no  extortion  of  millions  from  our  consuming  pop- 
ulation. The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
,  has  appealed  more  to  tbe  passiona  of  this  commit- 
tee than  to  their  sense  of  duty.  He  proclaims  the 
report  novel  in  legislation,  but  he  has  not  attempt- 
ed to  prove  it  by  fair  deduction  and  reasonable 
argument.  For  the  Legi.slaiure  to  step  in  and  to 
wrest  tbe  administration  of  the  laws  out  of  the 
hands  of  tbe  judicial  tribuaalt  would  not  be  a 
novelty  only,  but  it  would  be  to  sap  all  confidence 
in  the  stability  and  justice  of  the  Government. 
All  that  is  contemplated  by  the  report  is  to  secure 
the  administration  >of  the  laws  from  interruption. 
If  there  be  anything  for  Congress  to  do,  it  must 
be  after  the  executive  and  judicial  branches  of  the 
Government  ^hall  have  executed  the  laws.  The 
gentleman  sayS|  with  great  emotion,  that  be  trem- 
bles tor  the  consequences,  if  we  do  not,  by  an  act 
of  more- than  doubtful  propriety  as  to  principle, 
and  most  clearly  ynjust  in  its  effects,  indemnify 
the  voluntary  violators  of  ihe  laws.  -  The  cause 
of  his  fearalies  in  the  wealth,  in  the  number,  the 
weight,  of  the  importers.  It,  sir,  tbe  mercantile 
elaas  of  our  citizens,  if  an  inconsiderable  seetioa 
of  that  olaee,  can  drive  the  sopremie  legislative  au- 
thority with  fear  and  tremoling  to  suspend  the 
laws  and  vote  extorted  millions  into  their  pock- 
ets, then  may  we  all.  to  use  the  gentleman's  lau* 
guage,  tremble  for  the  fate  of  the  nation.  Hap- 
pily, however,  we  canoo^  fear  for  this — our  Gov- 
erj>nienit  is  repreaentative.  lu  foundations  are 
laid  In  the  happineas  and  its  siiperstructare  is  sup- 
ported by  .the  affections  of  the  people.  Every 
clasa  and  every  interest  of  the  citizens  can  have 
redress  of  grievances^  but  none  will  be  allowed  to 
tower  above  the  law  or  to  coerce  the  legislative 
authority  by  threads  and  mandates^  while  sacred 
justice  and  the  settled  principles  of  government 
lie  proatrate.  The  gentleman  from  SouUi  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  CHfiVEfl)  commenced  his  observationa 
like  a  skilful  orator,  however  he  may  have  failed 
to  sustain  them  as  a  sound  logician.  He  came 
to  the  debate  with  iiia  feelinga  warmed,  he  seized 
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the  point  best  calculated  to  secure  attention.  The 
novel,  the  immense,  the  daagerous  powers  the  re- 
port woold  leare  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasarv,  has  been  spoken  of  with  concern 
and  alarm,  if  not  with  horror. ,  A  citizen  has  been 
painted  suing  and  supplicating  one  of  your  officers 
in  despite  oihis  pride.  The  person  of  the  officer 
is  artfully  made  to  put  the  majesty  of  the  law  oat 
of  sight,  when  in  fact  all  the  powers  given  by  the 
law  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  the 
charaeter  of  mercy.  If  used  at  all,  ihey  most  bt 
used  to  soften  the  judgmeot'of  the  courts  of  law; 
and  when  used,  the  Legislature  may,  oa  all  ooc^ 
•ions,  supervise  and  extend  ihem  if  necessary. 

Mn  R.  said  Jt  was  only  left  for  him  to  glean 
this  field,  as  his  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mt* 
Johnson)  had  already  reaped  it  with  the  hand 
of  a  master.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Cbbvcs)  nas  spoken  of  the  amount  of 
property  involved  in  this  questiiNi.  He  slated  it 
correctly  at  near  9^^^000,000,  ineluding  costs, 
charges,  and  profits^  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury gives  the  prime  cost  of  the  late  importations 
as  returned  to  his  office,  a  part  of  whicQ  is  on  es? 
timate^  to  be  £4,000,000  sterling,' which  is,  to  say 
in  round  numbers,  $18,000,000;  the  charges  on 
which  ^re  fifty  per  cent,  and  the  whole  profit's 
more.  I  mention  this  sum,  said  Mr.  Roberts. 
to  present  a  whole  view  of  the  subject.  Amount 
cannot  alter  the  principle  before  us.;  but  tb« 
prime  cost  is  not  half  the  value  of  the  goods 
which  by  law  have  been  forfeited  to  the  Qovera- 
ment.  Through  the  iostrumeotality  of  the  courts, 
by  means  of  the  bonds,  the  forfeitures  have  been 
more  than  half  given  up;  the  only  remedy  for 
which,  if  it  were  proper  o^t  to  mitigate,  would 
be  a  recovery  of  the  treble  damages  provided  in 
the  law.    The  eost  and  eharges  on  the  iate  im* 

Jortatiojis  will  be  found  to  raise  the  amount  to 
37.000,000;  on  which,  if  fiAy  per  cent,  extra 
profit  be  iissessed  and  given  up  to  the  Tiolators  of 
the  law,  we  may  form  some  estimate  of  the  ben- 
efits derived  to  the  enemy,  and  those  who  have 
dealt  with  them.  'The  importations  are  divided 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  into  five  clas* 
see ;  the  amount  of  each  of  which  separately  ii 
it  difficult  to  ascertain.  It  has  been  argued  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cheves,) 
that  the  great  mass  are  ot  the  first  and  most  in- 
nocent class.  When  I  come  to  that  part  pf  the 
subject,  I  shall  draw  difibrent  conclusions^  My 
convictions  are  that  the  three  elasaea  invested  on 
American  account,  sohssquently  to  the  revoeap 
tion  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  are  much  the  moat 
considerable,  and  indeed  that  a  great  amount,  if 
not  the  greater,  atrived  in  the  United  Siatee 
really  British  property  laind  on  British  risk.  The 
profits  of  the  importers  or  the  oof  erert  of  this 
British  property  orer  importations  in  times  of 
peace,  cannot  1ms  less  than  $9,000,000.  Taking 
the  statements  of  average  sales  from  interested 
sources,  we  get  this  result;  and  many  reasons 
exist  to  show  it  is  even  more.  Qive  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cheves)  his 
statement,  that  the  importers  form  one-third  of 
the  people,  and  why  should  Congress  rote  them 


a  bonus  of  from  nine  to  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
extorted  by  monopoly  from  the  consumer  ?  Not 
surely  because  they  have  voluntarily  broken  the 
law  and  relieved  the  enemy. 

It  has  been  pretended  by  those  who  have  pre- 
ceded me.  that  agriculture  and  commerce  are 
mutually'  dependent.  Generally  they  are;  but 
if,  in  a  time  of  common  privation,  the  bonus  of 
an  odious  monopoly  is  about  to  be  voted  to  a  sec- 
tion of  merchants,  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  other 
classes  of  society,  a  conflrction  of  interests  arises* 
Such  an  one  exists  to  an  aggravated  degree  in 
this  case.  The  relief  given  throufU  these  im- 
portations to  the  enemy,  must  prolong  the  war» 
Kevenue  is  the  sinew  oi  war;  and  to  force  the 
consumer  to  pay  first  enormous  profits  to  monop- 
olists, and  then  to  require  him  to  pay  his  full 
proportion  of  war  taxes,  is  too  great  a  departure 
from  justice  to  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  The 
interests  of  (he  many  must  ever  be  regarded  ia 
preference  to  those  of  the  few.  Here,  then,  we 
have  many  millions  of  forfeitures,  that  justice  to 
the  community  will  uot  allow  to  be  wholly  re- 
mitted, and  in  which  even  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  admits  that  Congress  cannot  in* 
terfere  except  through  the  intervention  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Yet  an  unwarrant* 
able  distrust  produces  in  him  a  fearful  anxiety* 
In  his  trepidation  he  would  break  in  upon  the 
settled  administration  of  law — the  stable  princi- 
ples of  government.  He  would  wrest  suits  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  judicial  tribunals,  and  give 
them^  with  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
Executive,  to  Congress.  In  the  classes  of  impoff* 
taiion  there  are  circumstances  attached  that 
would  justify  mitigation  in  some  cases  more 
than  others.  The  mitigating  and  remitting  pow-» 
er,  left  where  the  law  has  placed  it,  can  be  equit* 
ably  apftlied.  The  officer  can  call  for  and  exam<> 
ine  the  best  evidence;  he  can  refer  to  original 
papers ;  compare  dates,  and  defeat  frauds.  Oeii* 
tlemen  do  not  pretend  Congress  can  do  this.  But 
they^  would  remit  all  under  the  great  head  of 
American  property ;  the  rest,  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
they  would  confiscate.  They  have,  however, 
given  pretty  strong  evidence  that  on  their -plan 
they  would  find  little  British  property.  Tha 
bonds  have  all  been  ptrt  into  American  hands, 
and  frt>«  the  confidence  the  gentleman  from 
Sottlh  Capolina  (Mr.  Cbbtis)  ms  placed  in  the 
alle^tions  of  the  importers,  we  may  discorer 
his  impressions.  I  do  not  well  comprehend  how 
he  is  to  arrange  the  detail  of  his  law.  Some  tri* 
bunal  must  investigate  the  character  of  the  mer** 
chandise,  and  would  not  the;  gentleman  view 
with  equal  sensibility  the  same  powers  exercised 
somewhere  that  the  law  at  present  contemplates  t 
At  least  there  is  little  difference  between  us  as 
to  the  principle  and  administration  of  theiaw* 
We  are  all  tor  allowing  a  qualified  remissiou-**^ 
to  obtain  that  the  parties  must  be  brought  before 
some  authority.  The  gentlemen  from  New  York 
and  Sooth  Carolina  are  ready  to  remit  much 
further  than  we  think  justice  to  the  community 
will  allow.  Extraordinary  profits  can  be  claimed 
on  no  cohMrable  ground  growing  out  Of  the  in- 
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fraction  of  a  law  calculated  to  redress  the  ioju* 
ries  of  the  nation,  the  policy  of  which  has  there- 
by been  very  much  set  aside.  The  late  was  pro- 
duced by  a  system  of  spoliation  and  piracy  on 
our  lawful  commerce,  and  violence  done  to  our 
national  rights,  which  had  long  been  obstinately 
pursued  by  the  British  Government.  Her  power 
to  wrong  and  annoy  us  grew  out  of  a  most  pros- 
perous commerce — that  commerce  was  bottomed 
on  a  most  extensive  and  successful  system  of 
manufactures.  When  she  had  turned  a  deaf  ear 
to  our  diplomatic  appeals  to  her  justice,  it  became 
necessary  for  us  to  appeal  to  her  interests.  These 
last  appeals  have  at  length  resulted  in  war.  The 
efficacy  of  those  first  adopted,  of  a  pacific  char- 
acter, are  however  no  way  diminishea.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  sinews  of  our  enemy's  strength 
lie  in  her  manufacturing  ingenuity  and  industry, 
and  that  she  can  be  made  to  feel  the  weight  oi 
ourjust  vengeance  only  on  her  counters.  The 
profits  derived  from  a  partial  surrender  of  the 
non-importation  policy  cannot  be  justly  given 
up  to  tne  violators  of  the  laws;  but  they  ought 
to  be  applied  to  strengthen  the  belligerent  appeals 
of  this  nation  to  British  interests  (o  procure  a 
speedy  and  honorable  peace. 

[It  beinc  late  in  the  day,  Mr.  Roberts  having 
acquiesced  in  the  motion  of  Mr.  Smiue  to  that 
effect,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again.j 

SaTUBDAT,  December  5. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition  of  Commodore 
Joshua  Barney,  on  behalt  of  himself  and  the 
owners,  oiBcers,  and  crews,  of  sundry  private 
armed  vessels  of  war,  'Spraying  to  be  considered 
as  elaimanttf  to  all  property  proveh  to  be  ene- 
my's property,  found  on  board  of  vessels  sailing 
under  the  American  flag,  having  on  board  British 
mannfactured  goods,  coming  from  Great  Britain 
to  the  United  States,  and  muder  the  protection  of 
British  licenses,  which  have  been  captured  by 
them,  or  that  they  may  participate  as  *  trt/brm^TV 
in  the  setzare  an^  condemnation  of  the  said  pro- 
perty under  the  non-importation  act.'' — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

STATE  OF  TH£  FINANCES. 

The  BpBAKfem  laid  before  the  Hoaae  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorv,  covering  his 
annaal  report  on  the  state  of  the  nuances  of  the 
United  States,  made  in  obedience  to  the  act  to 
establish  the  Treasury  Department.— ••Referred  lo 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  "Ael  sinyple- 
mentary  to  the  act  entitled  <'An  act  to  establish  the 
Tieaswy  Department,''  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Trtasn^ 
respectlblly  aobmits  the  following  report  and  csti- 


1.  To  the  end  of  the  year  1813. 
The  actnal  receipts  into  the  Treasury  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  dOth  of  September,  18 IS,  have  con- 
sisted of  the  following  sums,  viz: 
Costoms,  sales  of  lands,  arrears,  repayments,  and  all 
other  branehes  of  xevenne,  amounting  together*  9b 


will  appear    more  in  detail  by  the  statement  (E) 

to  $10,9^4,946  90 

On  account  of  the  loan  o^  eleven  mil- 
lions of  dollars  authorized  by  the  act 
of  March  14,  1812         -        .        .     5,847,212  60 


Total  amount  of  receipts  ...   18,782,159  40 
Making,  together  with  the  balance  in 

the  Treasory  on  the  1st  of  October, 

1811,andamoatt«ingto-        -        •     3,047,818  86 


An  aggrsfate  of 


•    90,T2t,977  76 


The  diebofsemeats  during  the  same  year  have  been  as 

follows,  vis: 

Civil  department,  including  miscellaneous  expenses, 
and  these  incident  to  the  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations $1,828,080  86 

Army,  mililia,  volnn- 
teeiVf  fortifications^ 
arms,  and  arsenals    $7,770,800  00 

Navy  DepartaMnt    -       8,107,00t  64 

Indian  department  -  S30»876  00 

U,108,776  64 

Interest  on  Uie  pnhlic 

debt      -        .        •      2,498,013  19 
On    account   of  the 
principal  of  do.     •      2,938,465  99 

5,436,479  18 


Amounting  together,  as  will  appear  in 

detail  by  the  statement  [F]  to        -   18,368,325  07 
And  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on  Ae 

30th  September,  1812,  a  balance  of     2,361,652  69 

20,729,977  76 


The  sUtemeat  [E]  exhibits  in  detail  tlie  payments 
made  by  the  Treasory  Depaitment  for  the  several 
branohes  of  the  mililaiyand  natval  expenditure  4ovin|r 
the  same  year,  (from  Oetoher  1,  181 1,  to  Se^mber 
30, 1812,)  and  also  daring  thetwe  last  months,  (ficH/^ 
ber  and  November,  1812.) 

The  receipts  for  the  last  qnarter  of  the  year  1812,  on 
acoount  of  both  revenue  and  loans,  are  estimated  at 
$9,000,000  \  and  the  expenditures  (incbding  about 
$1,500,000  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  and  $1,000,000  for  the  militia)  at  nearly  the 
same  sum. 

The  sums  obtained  or  secured  on  loan  during  this 
year,  amount,  so  far  as  hi^  been  ascertained  at  the 

TreasUTV  to  [a] $13,100,200 

Of  which  there  was  re« 
eeived  prior  to  Octo- 
ber 1,  1812vasebeve 
staesd     •  •      $6^7,212  60 

Bsssivad  or  to  he  re- 
ceived pfitfr  to  iann-  * 
ary  1,  1818.    -       •         6^2^987  iO 
To  ba  received  in  Jan- 
uaiy  and  f  ebraaiy» 
1813       -        -        -  1,250,000  00 

_^ 13,100,200 

It  will  also  appear  by  die  statement  [F]  that  this 
sum  was  obtained  on  the  following  terms,  viz : 


[a]  The  amoant  wu  stated  In  the  fiwidenrt  Measage,  at  the 
eommencemeiit  bf  the  aeaalon,  at  eievea  mlUioDt  ef  4ollan.  The 
other  tif»  nttl<«BS  have  been  €aa)iasiad  frr  sa^iapiieiai  ID  iis.d^ 
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For  six  per  Dent  ttodi,  iTV«de«mft^te  vntil  Jtiraarf  1, 
18S6,  ind  ftfUrwaidg  ndMmiMe  at  tlw  ptaaaore  of 
the  UaiftBd  Stotea        ....  #7,il6,d00 

On  tamporaiy  loana  at  the  rate  of  tiz  per 
eeat  a.  yaar,  and  ireiabiiiaable  aa  l»l- 
lowa,  Tjs: 

In  1818  ....  91,360«000 
1814  •  •.  .  .  750,000 
1817        ....  50,000 


For  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  annual  in- 
terest of  five  and  two-fiflhs  per  cent,  and 
reimbursable  one  jear  after  date  - 


2,150,000 


3,535,000 
18,100,200 


From  tbe  present  demand,  it  appears  probable  that 
the  residue  of  the  Treasury  notes,  authorized  by  the 
act  of  80th  June  last,  and  amounting  to  $1,465,000, 
-will  be  disposed  of  prior  to  the  1st  of  March  next 

]^  may  be  proper  also  to  state  that  notwithstanding 
tile  addition  thus  made  to  the  public  debt,  and  al- 
though a  oonaiderable  poflion  has  been  remitted  from 
England,  and*  brought  to  mttkel  in  America,  the  pub- 
lic stodbi,  which  hwl  al  AMI  experienced  a  alight  de- 
preamnH,  hnTO  bean  fat  the  iasi  thrte  montha,  and  eon* 
tijrao  to  be,  aft  par. 

Year  1813. 

The  net  leYenue  aricing  from  dutiea  en  nerchan- 
<liae  and  tonnage,  which  accrued  daring  the  year  1810^ 
•mounted  to  $L&,513,490. 

The  net  toTenue  arising  from  the  same  sources 
which  accrued  during  th^  year  1811,  amounted,  as,  wiQ 
appear  by  the  sUtements,  (A  and  B,)  to  $7,902,560, 

The  same  revenue  for  the  year  1813  is  estimated  at 
912,500,000,  of  which  sum  about  $5,500,000  arise 
from  dutiea  on  the  litte  importations  from  Great  Britain* 

The  custom-house  bonds  outstanding  on  the  first 
^ay  of  January,  1810,  and  falling  doe  in  that  year, 
are  eatimated,  after  deducting  bad  debts,  at  $1 1,250,* 
000 ;  and  it  ia  beliered  that  the  mobable  amount  of 
receipts  finam  that  aooree  into  the  Trsasnry  during  the 
jear  1818,  may  be  aafoly  estimatad  at  $1 1,500,000. 

The  aale  of  puUie  lands  north  of  the  rrver  Ohio) 
Coring  the  year  ending  on  the  80th  September,  1811, 
«&d  after  deducting  the  lands  which  have  reverted  to 
the  United  States  have  amounted,  aa  appears  by  the 
atatement  (C)  to  dOOjOOO  acres ;  and  the  payments 
hy  the  purchasers  to  $790,000.  The  Indian  wars 
may  ai&ct  the  sales,  and  perhaps  to  a  certain  extent 
the  amount  of  payments.  It  is,  however,  believed, 
that  that  branch  of  revenue  may,  together  with  some 
other  small  items,  be  estimated  for  the  ensuing  year  at 
-$500,000  ;  making  the  whole  amount  of  probable  re« 
•ceipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the  ydar  1813,  exclusively 
of  k>an»— $12,000,000. 

The  expenditures  of  that  y<ar  are  estimated  aa  fol- 
lows, viz : 
1.  Expensee  of  a  civil  nature,  both  fbr- 

eign  and  domestic       •        .        •        .  $1^500,000 

9.  PuUie  debt,  via:  Int«aat,  iuchiding 
that  on  new  kwna  of  the  ye«n  1812 
and  1813     - 8,800^000 

.Betmbuiaement  of  six  per  oent^  ead  de- 
ferred stocks,  and  of  temporaiy  loans  and 
Treasury  notes,  fiilling  due  in  1813,  and 
estimated  amount  of  purchases  of  stock    5,200,000 

8,500,000 


8.  Military  Establishment : 

The  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  War  are,  with 
reapect  to  the  Army,  predicated  on  the  employment  of 
the  whole  force  an^orized  by  law,  and  amounting  to 
thirfy-six  thousand  seven  hundred  men  of  every  descrip- 
tion. Adding  to  this  the  expense  incident  to  the  ser* 
vice  of  Tohmteers  and  militia,  and  also  the  increase  of 
pay  of  the  Army,  the  appropriation  for  arming  the 
militia,  and  $400,000  of  the  unexpended  balance  for 
fortifications,  the  whole  contemplated  expense  may  be 
eatimated  as  follows : 

Army — Pay,  subsistence,  bounties,  clothing,  and 

hospitals 9,350,000 

Ordnance  and  armories  -  •  •  .  1,850,000 
Quarterra^ter'a  Department  and  contin- 

genoiea 2,508,00$ 

Fortifications 900,000 

Arming  the  militia  •        *        .        ,      200,008 

Volunteera  and  militia  in  aetual  aervioa  -  2,000j000 
Indian  Department  ....       200,000 

17,000,000 

4.  Naval  Eat^ishment : 

The  eatimaitea  of  the  Secretaiy  ef  the  Navy  are  pM-> 
dicaled  en  the  employ  mant  oi  thelbUowiag  forces  va: 
Commilii*ned  and  warrant  ofBoara  *     871 

Petty  oiBoefs,  seaman  and  boys,  via:    For  9 

ingatea  and  9  amatler  veaaela  •  •  .  •  8,890 
Far  200  gunboaU  and  other  veasaii  •  •  7,000 
Madnaa,  inaiuding  etfkiis      ....  1,888 

18^880 

^   - 

And  the  expenae  w  estimated  aa  followa*  via: 

PiQr,  pioviaioiii,  and  medi* 
etea  ....    1^290,000 

Ordnance     •       •       -       •       lOO^ 

Bepaixa,  eontiBgaacios,  end 
navy  yards,  adding  the  an- 
nual appropriation  of  $200f 
000  for  timber    •        •        •    1,126,000 

Marine  cotpa  -        -        •      410,008 

4,926,00$ 

Amounting  altogether  to       *      .  -        .  $81,926,000 
The  receipta  on  aeoaunl  of  the  revenue 
having  been  eatimated  at   ...    12,000,000 

Z«eavaa  a  balanee  to  be  provided  for  bj 
loans 19,925,000 

Of  this  sum  more  than  one  million  is  alxeadj  eon- 
tracted  for,  and  there  remains  on  hand  a  balance  of- 
about  a  million  and  a  half  in  the  Treasury  notes  not  yet 
disposed  of.  An  authority  to  issue  new  notes  for  about 
two  millions  and  a  half  more,  being  the  amount  reim* 
bursable  in  1819,  will  still  keep  the  whole  amount  is- 
sued at  five  millions,  and  reduce  the  amount  of  the  loan 
to  about  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 

In  order  to  fadlitate  the  loan,  and  perhaps  to  improve 
its  terms,  it  mi^  however  be  eligible  to  leave  some  dip. 
oretion  in  the  Executive  as  to  the  respective  amounta 
of  aCoek  and  notes  to  be  issued ;  which  may  be  advan* 
tageously  varied  aeoording  to  dreomstances,  without 
increaaing  the  aggregate  of  both. 

The  preeedittg  estimates  do  not  embnoe  the  ex* 
pense  inoident  to  the  propoeed  ineraaae  of  the  navy, 
nor  any  other  expenditure  not  yet  aathoiiMd  by  law* 
In  order  to  meet  any  new  expenaea  which  may  thna 
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be  authorised  by  Congrees,  it  will  therefore  be  necee- 1  committfe  eoofiiMd  tbeir  call  on  the  Seeretftry 


•try  to  increeee  the  loan  to  a  correspondent  amoant. 

The  sums  received,  or  to  be  received  on  loan  during 
the  calendar  year  1812,  have  been  stated 
at         ......        «12,950,S0O 

The  payments  on  account  of  the  principal 
of  the  debt  during  the  same  year,  though 
not  yet  precisely  ascertained,  may  be  esti- 
mated (so  far  as  ascertained  on  the  1st  of 
December,  at  the  Treasury)  at      *        • 


JIaking  the  actual  increase  of  debt  during 
that  year 


3,350,200 


10,600,000 


It  appears,  according  to  the  preceding  estimate,  that 
Ihe  whole  sum  ^to  be  borrowed  during  the  year  1818, 
will  amount  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  and 
that  the  payments  on  a<tooiint  of  the  principal  of  the  pub- 
He  debt  will  exceed  five  millions ;  making  the  actual 
increase  of  debt  during  that  year  916,000,000. 

Of  the  revenue  which  will  accrue  during  the  year 
1818^  and  on  which  the  receipts  of  the  year  1814  will 
principally  depend,  it  is  not  practicable  at  this  moment 
to  ibnn  a  correct  estimate.  Bo^ar  ae  may  be  inferred 
itom  the  esperienee  of  the  short  period  which  has 
•lapsed  sinee  the  declaration  of  war,  it  is  not  probable 
that  the  revenue  derived  from  customs  will  exceed  the 
sonount  of  $5,500,000,  at  which  it  had  been  estimated 
in  a  former  communication.  The  duties  accrued,  or 
which  will  accrue,  during  the  >last  sis  month*  of  this 
year,  after  deducting  drawbacks  and  expenses  of  col- 
lection, are  estimated  at  less  than  $9,000,000 ;  which, 
dfulucting  about  $5,500,000  on  account  of  duties  on  the 
late  importations  ftom  Great  Britain,  and  one  million 
ibr  the  duties  on  importations  from  Catcutta  and  China, 
would  not  leave  more  than  $2,500,000  for  the  ordinary 
revenue  on  those  branches  of  commerce  which  are  per- 
mitted by  law,  and  from  which  the  United  Slates  will 
Aot  be  nearly  excluded  by  the  law. 

AH  which  is  respectftilly  submitted. 

.  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

TniASvmT  DnPAKTMXKT,  Bee*  1,  1812. 

MERCHANTS  BONDS. 

The  House  having  again  reaoWed  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  th«  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  petitions 
of  the  merchants  for  a  remission  of  their  bonds, 

Mr.  R0BE8T8  said  he  rose  to  ask  a  farther  hear- 
ing from  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  under 
an  undiminished  embarrassment.  Were  he  to 
allow  his  inclination  to  guide  him,  he  shoold 
most  certainly  leave  his  argument  unfinished. 
The  asperity  of  controversy  was  at  no  tinie  grate- 
ful to  his  ieelinff,  and  it  is  the  more  irksome, 
as  it  must  be  applied  to  antagonists  to  whom  his 
respect  would  hardly  allow  him  to  use  the  full 
latitude  of  the  freedom  of  reply.  Considerations 
of  indispensable  duty  only  held  him  to  his  feet. 

Among  the  papers,  said  Mr.  R.,  accompanving 
the  report,  is  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  ol  the 
Treasury  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  This  letter  waa  received  in 
consequence  of  a  request  of  the  committee  through 
their  chairman,  that  the  Secretary  would  com- 
municate the  facta  within  his  knowledge  relative 
to  the  late  importations  of  British  goods.    The 


to  facta,  by  excluding  a  part  of  the  original  motion, 
requesting  a  disclosure  of  such  other  riews  as  he 
might  think  proper  to  give.  The  worthy  Chair- 
man, said  Mr.  R.,  baa  been  pleased  to  eipress 
great  sensibility  as  to  the  question  of  suffering  the 
Secretary  to  exercise  bis  mitigating  and  remit- 
ting powers  in  this  case.  He  has  insinuated  too,, 
in  reply  to  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  that  the 
majority  of  the  select  committee,  having  discov- 
ered the  sentiments  of  the  Secretary,  were  dis- 
posed to  obtain  in  the  way  the  report  mi^ht  be 
made  to  operate  what  they  would  not  as  a  Legia* 
lative  body  propose  to  do.  For  myself  I  can  state, 
that  I  know  nothing  of  the  Secretary's  opinions 
but  what  may  be  drawn  from  his  correspondence. 
In  the  letter  I  am  about  to  read,  the  Secretary 
was  called  upon  for  facts,  and  while  he  met  their 
wishes  in  a  disclosuEe  of  facts^  it  was  not  easy  to 
avoid  saying  wbat  in  his  mmd  merited  strong 
belief.  Facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  will  wear 
none  other  than  their  own  featore»-*but  matters 
of  belief  may  be  made  to  submit  to  coloring.  I 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  said  Mr.  R.,  to 
those  paruof  the  letter  which  ahow  the  Secretary's 
feelings  towards  the  petitioners,  in  order  that 
they  may  judge  whether  the  repugnance  of  that 
importer  to  appear  belore  him,  which  the  worthy 
Chairman  has  so  impressively  noUced,  can  have 
any  justification.  The  payment  of  my  bond, 
said  that  gentleman,  I  care  not  for;  but  that  I 
roust  submit  to  pray,  to  supplicate  to  any  person- 
it  is  this  whicn  wounds  my  soul.  One  would 
suppose  the  laws  had  erected  a  dire  tribunal, 
where  the  judge  was  not  only  inexorable,  but  that 
he  was  predetermined  to  disincline  to  mercy,  the 
fairest  attribute  of  power.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
said  Mr.  R.,  the  report  goes  not  to  change  the 
course  of  the  administration  of  the  law,  it  goes 
not  to  lessen  the  meroy-dispenaing  power,  it  goes 
not  blindly  to  reward  guilt  where  the  object  ought 
to  be  the  protection  of  innocenee,  it  goes  to  sup- 
port the  stable  operation  of  your  ^  penal  sanc- 
tions," to  temper  justice  with  mercy.  [Here  Mr. 
R.  read  a  paragraph  from  the  Secretary's  first 
letter.]    "It  is  believed  that  by  far  the  greatest 

*  part  of  the  shipments  were  made  in  conformity 

*  with  previous  orders  from  merchants  in  America 

*  to  their  correspondents  in  England,  hj  which 
'  these  had  been  instructed  to  makesuch  shipments 

*  whenever  a  revocation  of  the  former  British 
'  Orders  in  Council  should  take  place,  it  having^ 
'  been  presumed  by  the  American  merchants  that 

*  such  a  revocation  would,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 

*  Congress  of  the  2d  ofMarch,  1811,  produce  a  dia- 

*  con  tin  nance  of  the  prohibition  to  import  British 
'  merchandise  into  the  United  States."  Could, 
said  Mr.  R.:  a  stronger  evidence  be  given  that  it 
the  mind  or  the  Secretary  has  any  biaa  Jt  is  en^ 
tirely  in  favor  of  the  importers  ?  He  believes 
that  far  the  greater  part  or  the  importations  have 
been  made  in  conformity  with  previous  orders. 
Unless  strong  facts  should  oppose  themselves,  he 
is  bound,  by  this  belief,  to  act — he  stands  ofllcially 
committed.  On  this'fact  too.  stands  very  mocn 
their  claim  to  mitigation.    Mr.  R.  then  turned 
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to  the  three  last  paragrttpha  of  the  letter.  In  the 
first  of  these  it  is  said,  that  thongfb  in  some  cases 
sales  may  hare  been  made  not  only  to  cover 
prime  cost,  bat  charges  and  datieS}  and  even  the 
whole  amoQot  of  the  bonds;  yet  the  supposition 
that  sales  have  been  so  made  generally,  is,  he  says, 
belieted  to  be  greatly  exaggerated.  Here  then, 
is  another  instance  where  the  mitigating  power, 
as  then  advised,  believes  what  the  petitioners  say 
is  fact,  and  if  it  be  fact,  is  greatly  important  to 
their  wishes.  The  letter,  said  Mr.  R..  goes  on 
to  state  it  as  an  indispmable  fact,  that  tne  impor- 
tations are  so  far  short  of  former  annual  importa- 
tions and  of  the  annual  demand,  and  that  in  the 
sales  more  than  usual  profits  have  been  realized. 
The  difference  is  a  tax  levied  on  the  community 
by  those  who  have  imported  contrary  to  law,  and 
is  solely  due  to  the  operation  of  the  noo-impor- 
tation  act. 

The  Secretary  states  further,  that  of  the  for- 
feitures accrued,  one-half  Is  by  law  vested  in  the 
custom-house  officers  and  informers,  and  the  other 
half  in  the  United  States.  The  power  to  remit 
the  share  of  the  United  States  and  of  all  other 
persons,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  ou  such  terms  as 
may  be  deemed  reasonably  and  just,  is  by  law 
vested  in  the  Secretliry  of  the  Treasury.  These 
sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  are  facts  arising  out  of  the  ope- 
ration of  the  law,  which  I  had  believed  there  could 
be  no  doubt  of  in  the  mind  of  any  one.  The  worthy 
Chairman  has  suggested  doubts  of  them,  not  as 
wholly  applicable  to  himself,  but  as  resting  some- 
where. He  has  not,  however,  given  these  doubts 
much  weight  by  argument ;  ne  has  rested  them 
on  little  more  than  mere  suggestion.  The  Sec- 
retary speaks  without  reservation  as  to  his  power 
over  the  case,  on  the  broadest  basis  of  equity.  I 
do  not  claim  a  tame  acquiescence  in  his  opinion 
without  further  inquiry.  But,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this  point,  the 
more  expecially  as  my  honored  friend  f^om  New 
Tork  has  be^n  pleasea  to  say  that  he  understood 
both  the  President  and  Secretary  as  doubting  the 
powers  of  the  latter.  Considering  the  magnitude 
and  unforeseen  nature  of  the  case,  says  the  Secre- 
tarv,  it  was  thought  proper  not  to  exercise  that 
autnority  until  Gougress  had  taken  the  subject 
into  consideration,  and  prescribed,  if  they  thought 
proper,  the  course  to  be  pursued.  This  course 
then  has  not  been  adopted  by  the  Executive  from 
any  doubt  of  authohty,  legitioAate  and  ample, 
over  the  subject,  nor  from  any  fear  in  the  head 
of  the  Treasury  to  incur  the  awful  responsibility 
the  doty  would  impose.  Of  my  powers  I  have 
no  doubt,  says  he,  and  thftt  if  Congress 'do  not  act 
I  am  ready  tor  my  duty,  must  be  inevitably  infer- 
red. Thesubject.in  my  opinion,  has  been  brought 
before  us  by  the  President  from  a  respect  for  the 
high  conservative  character  of  the  supreme  legis- 
lative authority ;  from  a  respect  for  the  opinions 
of  the  immediate  Representatives  of  the  people, 
for  which,  on  all  occasions,  he  has  been  distih«- 
guisfaed  as  regardful ;  and  let  me  add  too,  I  be- 
lieve, to  a  deference  for  public  opinion,  and  a  ten- 
derness for  the  feelings  of  that  class  of  citizens, 
whose  private  interests  are  immediately  involved. 


I  to«ieh  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  point,  whether  Con- 
gress can  interfere,  except  through  the  interveii- 
tion  of  the  Secretary's  mitiffatiog  and  remitting 
power,  as  to  that  half  of  the  forfeitures  which  coes 
by  law  to  officers  and  informers ;  my  friend  uom 
Kentucky  has  touched  that  point,  and  it  will  be 
farther  elucidated  by  my  friends  who  are  to 
follow. 

I  am  willing  to  admit,  in  argument,  that  our  ju* 
risdiction  over  the  principle  is  absolute,  and  that 
the  ease  in  the  hands  of  Uongress  is  as  clay  in  the 
hands  of  the  potter ;  and  yet,  I  contend,  to  remit 
that  portion  of  the  forfeitures  which  belongs  to 
the  United  States,  would  not  only  be  outraging 
what  justice  to  the  community  at  large  requires, 
but.  in  my  mind,  the  act  woula  incur  the  guilt  of 
deep  iniquity.  1  will  now,  said  Mr.  R.,  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  another  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  an- 
swer to  a  request  of  the  Committee,  /or  such 
further  and  other  views  as  he  might  think  proper; 
but  I  beg  you  td  mark,  sir,  with  this  condition 
annexed,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  worthy  Chair- 
man, whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  importations  had 
not  been  actually  and  materially  advantageous  to 
the  Government.  Thus  requiring  a  judicial  officer 
to  disclose  his  impressions  on  a  subject  he  might 
have  to  adjudicate,  and  one  which  1  &m  sure  he 
ought.  In  this  truly  delicate  situation,  how  do^ 
the  Secretary  act?  You  have  all  the  important 
facts,  gentlemen.  I  cannot  present  the  object  in 
any  new  or  other  views.  Here  Mr.  R.  read  the 
letter.  We  discover  no  disposition  here,  said  Mr. 
R.,  to  put  the  the  advantages  out  of  sight;  they 
are  admitted  in  their  fullest  extent.  But,  then, 
mark,  after  admitting  the  advantages,  the  Secre; 
tary  stood  as  the  administrator  of  tne  laws,  he 
was  not  the  advocate  of  the  importers,  but  the 
servant  of  the  people;  his  opiniou  being  given  as 
to  advantages,  to  let  them  go  before  the  world, 
without  the  other  side  of  the  picture  exposed, 
might  have  served  the  importers  at  the  expense 
of  public  justice,  so  far  as  public  opinion  might 
have  been  thereby  aflected.  It  was  necessary  to 
put  in  array  the  disadvantages.  And  what  are 
they  1  These  advantageis  have  been  forced  upon 
you,  contrary  to  the  legislative  will,  as  expressed 
at  the  last  session.  The  policy  of  your  laws  hat 
been  set  at  naught.  Your  penal  sanctions  have 
been  broken  (as  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina would  say)  '^in  spite  of  you."  If  the  gen- 
tleman has  got  anything  by  his  int>rro^tory,  let 
htm  take  it.  Let  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  R», 
call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  the  Calcutta 
vessels,  incidentally  introduced  by  the  Secretary, 
as  illustrative  of  the  condition  of  cargoes  from  the 
British  Isles.  In  the  act  of  the  5th  of  July,  Con- 
gress gave  a  practical  construction  to  what  it 
called  the  non-importation  act.  The  merchandise 
was  admitted  on  condition  of  being  warehoused, 
and  remaining  subject  to  the  future  disposition  ot 
the  Government.  In  the  face  of  positive  instrue- 
tions  from  the  Comptroller  to  the  District  Attoir- 
neys,  to  resist  a  restoration  of  the  seized  merchan- 
dise on  bond,  accompanied  with,  I  may  say,  with« 


271 


HISTORY  OF  OON0B88S. 


272 


H.  OP  R. 


Mercka/nti^  Birnds, 


Dboember,  1813. 


out  hyperbole,  a  most  lucid  and  cooclusire  expo- 
sitioD  of  the  law;  in  the  face  of  the  construction 
of  that  authority  of  which  this  committee  form  a 
respectable  member,  hare  some  of  your  district 
judges  departed,  and  that  too  under  the  oocu/- 
rence  of  a  case  in  which  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  an  inferior  court — nay,  the  roost  inferior, 
held  by  a  single  judge,  was  impracticable.  Thus, 
have  the  violators  of  your  penal  laws,  of  peculiar 
sacrednessj  been  more  than  naif  indemnified  by  the 
act  of  a  few  district  judges— for,  be  it  remem- 
bered, that  a  few  only  are  concerned.  If  there 
were  no  other  reason  against  a  reroissiou,  it  is 
sufficient  to  make  it  utterly  unadvisable  that  that 
remission  would  go  to  set  at  naught,  in  some 
measure,  the  responsibility  of  the  judges,  who  have 
ao  etrangely,  I  will  not  sa)[  crimtoaLllv,  acted. 
They  now  stand  liable  to  punishment.  Now, sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  last  point  in  the  Secretary's 
letter.  "  Upon  the  whole,"  says  he,  '*  1  continue 
'  in  the  opinion  submitted,  with  ^ reat  deference 
*  to  the  committee,  that  the  one  half  of  the  for- 
'  feiture  which  would  otherwise  fall  to  the  $hare 
J  of  the  collectors,  ought  to  be  remitted,  but  that 
'  with  respect  to  the  one  half  beion||iog  to  the 
'United  States,  justice  to  the  community  requires 
'  that,  when  remitted,  at  least  an  equivalent  may 
'  be  secured  to  the  public  for  the  extra  profit  be- 
'  Tond  that  on  common  importations  which  arises 
'  from  the  continuance  of  the  non-importation  act." 
And,  so  say  I,  said  Mr.  R.  Here  then  we  have 
the  Secretary's  opinion  on  the  vital  question  with- 
in the  purview  of  this  authority  under  the  law. 
One  half,  ought  to  be  remiitedj^the  decision  is 
made.  It  is  irrevocable.  Wefe  it  on  file  in  the 
Treasury  Office — nay,  were  it  ejcecuted — it  could 
not  be  more  binding,  if  the  law  be  left  to  operate. 
One  half,  all  you  ask,  eentiemen.  is  uncondition- 
ally granted.  What  of  the  rest?  When  remit- 
ted, that  at  least  an  equivalent  may  be  secured 
for  public  use  for  the  extra  profits.  Will  the 
worthy  Chairman  tell  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
we  have  penetrated  the  views  of  the  Secretary, 
and  that  we  are  seeking  by  covert  means  and  a 
negative  report  to  authorize  him  to  agree  to  a  hu^ 
iniTiating  compromise?  No,  sir,  I  am  sure  on 
better  consideration  his  correctness  would  not  ad- 
mit it.  The  Secretary  has  given  his  opinion  not  to 
the  majority  of  the  committee  in  secret,  but  to  the 
whole  committee  sitting  in  public ;  to  this  House 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  to  the  nation,  and 
to  the  worJd.  In  that  opinion  the  extra  profits  are 
forfeited  to  public  use.  and  tha^  it  would  be  in- 
justice to  the  community  to  give  them  up.  What 
these  profits  are,  the  Secretary  could  not  know; 
and  he  has  wisely  forborne  to  estimate — that  must 
be  the  result  of  laborious  investigation  and  patient 
inquiry.  As  a  judicial  officer,  the  Secretary  has 
forborne  to  estimate  the  amount  till  it  shall  become 
his  duty.  It  has  now,  sir,  become  my  duty,  said 
Mr.  R.,  and  I  fear  not  to  perform  it.  I  submit 
iny  estimate  of  the  extra  profits,  under  the  fullest 

Fersuasion  that  it  is  below  the  real  amount;  but 
am  willing  to  take  it,  be  it  more  or  less.  It  is 
hot,  it  is  true,  the  result  of  calculation  from  indis- 
putable data ;  but  it  is^ drawn  from  circumstantial  I 


evidence  of  the  case,  that  produces  in  my  mind 
qndoubting  belief.  This  evidence  I  am  prepared, 
said  Mr.  R*r  to  detail  to  the  Committee.  Before 
the  United  ptates'  share  of  the  forfeitures  is  re- 
mitted, I  demand  an  equivalent  to  the  extra  prof- 
its for  the  public  Treasury.  This  equivalent  I 
estimate  at  half  the  bonds,  or  $9,000,000 ;  and,  this 
sutu  paid,  1  consider  the  importers  as  retaining  a 
per  centage  above  their  highest  profits  in  time 
of  peace,  an<i  of  full  importations.  Tou  cannot 
but  have  observed,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  I  have 
already  often  trodden  painful  ground  in  the  course 
of  my  observations:  and  that  wbiah,  on  rising, 
presented  the  most  discouraging  eo^baxrassments, 
remains  to  be  trodden,  and  we  have  come  to  the 
point  of  entrance.  This  subject  came  up  in  the 
Executive  Message ;  it  has  since  been  brought 
before  you  by  the  parties  implicated^  in  the  char- 
acter of  petitioners — a  sacred  character — before 
the  Representatives  of  a  free  and  magnanimoua 
people.  The  right  of  petition  is  an  iooprescriptible 
right  in  the  citizen*  The  vestals  at  Rome,  or  the 
heralds  who  passed  between  contending  nations, 
were  less  inviolate.  Duty  only  could  impel  me 
onward^ — that  duty  has  been  madeof  superior  ob- 
ligation bv  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
lie  has  told  you  the  evidence  on  your  table  car- 
ries on  its  face  the  features  of  indubitable  truth  ; 
that  it  proves  that  the  bulk  of  the  importations 
are  American,  and  were  bought  early  or  before 
the  British  orders  were  revoked ;  and  that  the  ini- 
porters  are  perfectly  innocent — ^as  white  as  snow. 
I  deny  it:  I  have«  sir,  alreadv  laid  myself  under 
obligation  to  try  this  issue.  My  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky has  once  passed  in  review  the  evidence, 
but  he  has  forborne  to  scrutinize  it  as  closely  as 
it  has  now  become  necessary  to  do ;  no  doubt 
from  feelings  of  that  liberality  to  the  petitioners 
he  is  ever  regardful  of,  which  I  regret,  it  has  be- 
come my  duty  not  to  imitate.  The  petitioners 
stand  before  you  as  confessed  delinquents  in  the 
eyes  of  the  law ;  ready,  howev,er,  to  plead  their 
title  to  a  remission  of  penalty.  The  law  has 
been  broken,  all  are  agreed ;  and  what  is  neces- 
sary to  be  proved  to  merit  Indemnity?  The 
petitioners  allege  they  shipped  to  get  property 
home,  which  it  had  been  their  nxisfortune,  with- 
out fault,  to  have  had  locked  up  by  the  operation 
of  the  nonimportation  act  coming  unexpectedly 
upon  them ;  that  they  shipped,  believing  it  would 
be  lawful;  and  that  their  profit  will  not  allow 
them  to  pay  the  bonds  without  severe  distress  or 
absolute  ruin.  I  undertake  to  prove,  said  Mr.  R., 
from  the  tesiimony  before  the  committee,  directly 
contrary  facts.  First,  as  to  the  time  of  invest- 
ment. [Mr.  R.  here  referred  to  ihe  classification 
in  the  first  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury.] The  Secretary,  said  Ke,  having  reference 
to  time  and  manner,  had  ^^  classes,  to  wit: 
Goods  bought  on  American  account  and  at  Ameri- 
can risk,  before  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  when 
the  non-importation  act  took  effect,  2d.  Goods 
purchased  and  placed  on  American  risk,  between 
that  time  and  the  23d  of  last  June.  3d.  Goods 
purchased  thereafter  and  shipped  at  American 
risk.    4th.  Goods  consigned  to  American  houses. 
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or  others  ••  ageotSyUii^er  tai^oq  orobsoleie  order*, 
to  be  delivered  over  eoodkioaaliy.  5tii.  Goods 
really  British. 

The  petitioners  ask  geoer^llf  for  the  remission 
of  peoaltieti  on  all.  The  worthy  gentlemen  from 
New  York  and  South  Carolioa  have  given  up4be 
floods  really  British  ;  the  classes  are  thereby  re- 
dueed  to  four*  I  shall  divide  them  into  two,  to 
wit:  Those  bougk^t  and  at  Ameriean  risk,  before 
the  2d  of  February,  1811 J  and  those  placed  so 
afterwards  i  osui  see^  said  Mr.  R.,  no  just  cause 
of  discrimination  betwejen  those  bought  before 
or  after  the  23d  of  last  Jane.  The  depression  in 
exchange  and  price  puts  them  on  a  par,  and  I  am 
sure  the  great  bulk  were  obtained  after  the  23d  of 
June,  judging  from  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tioners themselves*  [Mr.  R.  here  referred  to  (he 
printed  report,  pages  22,  23, 24,  26,  27,  and  28,  to 
show  in  what  manner  business  has  been  trans- 
acted, and  that  it  thence  resulted  that  there  could 
have  been  very  few  actual  investments  on  the 
2d  of  February^  We  find,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the 
execution  of  orders  sent  in  the  Fall  of  1810,  was 
countermanded  on  Ihe  appearance  of  the  procU' 
mation ;  that  it  has  beea  usfial  under  the  late 
restrictions  to  give  others  to  be  exiscnted  on  the 
contingency  of  a  revocation  of  the  British  edicts ; 
that  it  is  usual  for  importers  to  place  funds  in 
England  in  anticipation  of  their  orders  for  the 
purchase  of  goods ;  that  persons  have  gone  to 
ttogland  with  large  funds  and  have  specoTated  on 
the  low  prices  of  the  last  Spring ;  that  orders  are 
usually  given  by  the  1st  of  January,  but  are  sub- 
seq^uently  revised.  All  then  is  admitted  by.tbose 
who  have  appeared  for  the  importers,  ^nd  it  goes 
conclusively  to  prove  that  few  goods  renouiined 
in  England  on  American  risk  on  the  2d  of  Feb- 
fuary,  1811.  But  the  committee  of  the  Boston 
importers  state,  that  large  quantities  of  goods 
prepared  for  shipment  before  the  2d  February, 
1811,  and  which  arrived  at  the  shipping  ports  too 
late  to  be  shipped  before  that  day,  were,  in  the 
ensuing  Spring  and  Summer,  shipped  to  the 
British  ports  in  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  Canada  i  and  the  greater  part  of  these  goods 
hare  been  brought  ii^to  the  United  States  since 
the  war.  In  confirmation  of  this,  I  learn  that  in 
Vermont  alone  duties  have  been  bonded  for  to 
the  amount  of  #100,000$  and  in  Passamaquoddy 
goods  to  an  immense  amount  have  been  entered 
since  that  |ime.  The  importers  state  that  in  con- 
sequence of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  ihe 
Treasury,  giving  them- information  that  all  goods 
arriving  in  the  United  States  after  the  21st  Feb- 
ruary, 1811,  would  be  liable  to  forfeiture,  they 
countermanded  their  orders,  and  did  not  enjoy 
the  advantages  which  were  granted  ^y  ^^^  *<:( 
of  March,  1811.  I  have  inquired  at  the  Treasury 
for  this  letter,  and  find  it  was  written  on  the  13tb 
If  ov ember,  1811,  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  a 
single  merchant,  and  contains  only  a  reference 
to  the  terms  of  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of 
March  1, 1809.  From  this  letter  nothing  can  be 
inferred  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  the  importers. 
The  law  was  positive  and  plain,  and  he  that  ran 
might  read ;  it  was  a  mere  private  letter— an  act 


of  courtesy  in  the  Secretary ;  It  neither  gave  any 
construction  of  the  law,  or  any  opinion  caloulatea 
to  mislead  the  merchants.  This  letter  was  writ- 
ten on  the  13th  of  November.  The  Secretary's 
annual  report  for  thajE  year  was  read  and  pub- 
lished on  the  12th  December  following.  In  that 
report,  which  Mr.  R.  referred  to^  the  case  of  ves- 
sels abroad  ifk  made  a  subject  of  particular  no- 
tice. The  merchants  were  then  apprized  as  early 
as  the  middle  of  December,  1810,  that  a  liberal 
extension  of  time  for  getting  home  their  orders 
was  a  subject  of  deliberation  before  Congress  as 
a  part  of  the  Treasury  Report.  The  act  of  March 
2d,  1811,  went  lo  admit  the  entry  of  all  vessels 
which  should  have  left  England  before  Febroary 
2d,  of  that  year;  and,  by  aliberal  construction  of 
that  law,  unavoidable  detentions  after  clearance, 
sttcb  as  that  which  arose  from  the  particular  con- 
formation of  the  harbor  of  Liverpool,  where  ves- 
sels are  often  detained  many  days,  received  fur- 
ther indulgence.  A  vessel  was  admitted  to  entry 
which  had  left  England  even  as  late  as  the  2d  of 
March,  the  day  on  which  the  last  sopplementary 
act  on  the  subject  of  oon-imnoftation  passed. 
This,  then,  said  Mr*  R.,  I  thins  another  reason 
why  we  may  safelv  conclude  the  portion  of  gooda 
actually,  invested  before  the  2d  February,  1811, 
and  not  brought  away,  were  very  small.  My 
friend  from  Kentucky  has  told  you  he  found  on 
inquiry  that  from  twelve  to  fifteen  million  doi- 
lars'  worth  of  merohajndise  was  imported  in  a 
short  time  before  the  noo -importation  act  took 
effect.  This  could  arise  from  nothing  but  the 
desire  in  the  importers  to  get  their  orders  all 
home.  But  there  are  ether  proofs  that  a  very 
small  ainount  of  goods  only  could  have  remained 
in  England  al  American  risk  on  the  2d  of  Feb- . 
roary,  1812.  Mr*  Russell  supposed  they  would 
form  a  very  small  portion  of  the  importations; 
he  believes  the  greatest  portion,  was  purchased 
after  the  revocation.  There  was  then,  he  adds, 
great  activity  in  investments.  This  testimony 
of  .Mr.  Russell  is  itself  almost  conclnsive,  but 
there  are  still  other  proofs.  Let  me  call  jour 
attention,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  the  examination  oi  the 
manufacturers  from  thirty  manufacturing  dts^ 
tricts,  already  alluded  to  by  my  friend  from  Ken- 
tQcky.  Among  the  cloth  and  cotton  manufac- 
turers, the  potteries,  the  hardware  men,  the 
compkint  is  universal  that  their  stock  of  wares 
on  hand  had  absorbed  their  capital,  their  hands 
were  unemployed,  and  their  conditional  orders 
from  America,  if  the  Orders  in  Council  were  re- 
voked, would  relieve  them  instantly.  Could  this 
state  of  things  have  existed  if  the  investments  by 
our  merchants  had  been  made,  .or  any  considera- 
ble part  of  them,  before  the  2d  Februarv.  1812? 
Would  the  British  Government  have  let  ^ye-' 
eiflhths.of  the  vessels  depart  after  our  declaration 
of  war  was  known,  and  an  embargo  bad  been 
laid  in  consequence  of  it,  to  let  home  American 
capital,  if  she  had  not  her  equivalent  benefit,  and 
even  more  ?  No ;  it  is  impossible.  I  did  not  note 
down  the  evidence  as  it  was  received,  said  Mr. 
R.,  to  any  amount,  not  being  qualified  from  habit 
to  do  it  with  fiicility^  and  it  was  the  good  fortune 
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of  the  tfommittee  to  h«ve  a  efatirmaD  whoM  qiiali- 
ficalioDs  were  superior.  It  was  difficult,  how- 
ever, io  catch  everything.  I  find  in  the  printed 
erideoce  from  Baltimore,  that  the  importations 
are  stated  not  to  have  exceeded  the  orders,  but  to 
have  been  less.  Ip  my  notes  of  this  evidence  it 
is  stated,  that  many  goods  were  paid  for  since 
their  arrival.  [Here  Nir.  R.  referred  to  bis  notefc.] 
The  agents  in  Eogknd,  encouraged  by  the  pros- 
pects of  a  market,  had  shipped  largely.  This  I 
am  certain  was  said,  though  doubtless  some  of 
the  gentlemen  said  what,  is  in  the  printed  evi- 
dence. That  there  were  large  shipments  arising 
from  the  prospect  of  a  market,  and  that  there 
was  a  desire  in  England  to  find  one,  must  have 
been  natural. 

Mr  Russell  expressly  states  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  as  it  is  called,  was  not 
due  to  a  regard  for  justicjB  in  the  British  Council, 
or  to  an  amicable  temper  towards  America,  but 
to  4>btsin  relief  for  their  manufacturers.  This 
fact,  taken,  with  thail  of  five-eighths  of  the  mer- 
diandise  sailing  after  war  was  known  to  exist, 
witii  British  licenses,  as  it  is  stated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  his  letter,  is  positive 
proof  that  almost  all  the  property  shipped  was. 
either  English  or  of  American  investment,  aAer 
2Sd  of  last  June. 

I  think,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  I  have  made  out 
an  evidence  strong  enough,  that  very  little  of  the 
late  importations  were  American  on  the  2d  of 
February,  1811^  and  indeed  not  even  of  prior  date 
to  the  23d  of  last  June,  and  much  of  them  not 
till  the  arrival  of  the  goods  in  America.  The 
consequence  is,  the  investments,  lading,  and  ship- 
piojf  of  the  goods,  were  made  at  a  time  when  the 
iadmg  and  shipments  were  unlawful,  and  the  in- 
vestments of  more  than  doubtful  propriety ;  and 
that  the  petitioners  have  utterly  failed  to  make 
out  their  title  to  a  remission  of  their  bonds  on 
this  point.  In  calculating  the  charges  it  will  be 
found,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  they  have  predicated 
them  on  a  title  to  two  years'  interest,  with  extra 
storage,  and  other  et  eeteras.  We  will  now  ex- 
amine the  point  of  profits.  In  doing  this,  we  are 
about  to  test  the  credibility  of  the  testimony  pro- 
duced on  the  part  of  the  importers.  The  exami- 
nation of  the  committee  of  merchants,  said  Bffr. 
R.,  is  prefaced  with  the  remark  that  ^'thestate- 
*  ments  made  bj  them,  being  men  of  character 
'  and  respectability,  were  delivered  with  so  much- 
^  apparent  fairness  and  candor  as  induced  the 
^  committee  to  give  much  credit  to  them."  I  do 
not  consider  myself  as  having  agreed  to  these  ex- 
pressions. I  believe  I  objected  to  them.  I  am 
sure  I  thought  them  too  strong  at  the  time  they 
were  submitted  to  the  committee.  Further  in- 
quiry atid  reflectioii  have,  if  possible,  diininished 
my  faith  in  them,  Mr.  R.  said  be  wished  it  to 
be  recollected  that  the  evidence  under  the  differ- 
ent heads  of  the  cities  where  the^examinants  re- 
aided  was  partly  a  voluntary  communication, 
and  partly  answers  to  questions  proposed  for  the 
purpose  of  uncovering  the  equity  of  the  case, 
xhe  worthy  Chairman  had  observed  that  this 
evidence  was  the  result  of  a  cross  examination, 


calculated  to  test  its  truth,'  and  he  was  pleased 
to  give  it  a  character  of  strictness  and  ability 
above  its  merits.  I  did,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  one  of 
the  committee,  put  many  questions  to  the  gen- 
tlemen attending,  but  under  the  disafd vantage  at 
the  commeneiement  of  a  total  unacqoaintanee 
with  the  subject,  at  all  limes  under  the  restraint 
arising  from  interrogating  gentlemen  of  high  re- 
spectaoility  on  points  in  which  their  interests 
opposed  a  direct  answer,  and  who  appeared  for 
others,  the  circumstances  of  whose  case  was  more 
exceptionable. '  The  Committee  bad  no  authority 
to  examine  them,  and  it  pressed  no  question 
where  any  delicacy  was  felt  to  answer.  The 
statements  too  are  made  by  men  who,  out  of  their 
own  warehouses,  confessied  themselves  amon^ 
the  lea^t  informed  on  most  subjects  of  trade  of 
any  persons  in  the  cities  where  they  resided. 
They  are  in  many  parts  vague  opinions,  and 
given  only  as  sued — however,  where  accuracy 
was  attainable,  they  will  be  found  unfortunately 
erroneous.  In  this  evidence,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, the  parties  are  interested,  and  while  ad- 
mitting the  gentlemen  are  men  of  truth,  what  they 
have  said  in  justification  of  themselves  ought  to 
be  takeki  with  allowance,  while  all  that  they  shall 
have  disclosed  unfavorable  to  their  interests  mu^c 
have  the  character  of  high  credibility.  The  gen- 
tlemen from  New  York  wer6  heard  by  the  Com- 
mitteeat  their  own  request,  and  in  the  first  section  of 
their  evidence  were  allowed  to  state  all  they  wish- 
ed, without  interruption  or  interrogation — it  is  the 
fair  side  of  the  picture.  They  have  there  swelled 
up  the  charges  to  60  per  cent.,  they  have  even 
claimed  more,  and  I  will  give  them  all;  but  it 
will  be  found,  as  might  be  expected,  these  calcu- 
lations are  made  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
bulk  of  the  goods  were  on  American  risk  before 
tlHidd  of  February,  1811j  an  assumption  which  I 
trust  has  been  proved  to  be  without  reality.  The 
gentlemen  from  New  York  have  not  said  what 
the  arverage  sales  have  been,  though  they  admit 
if  the  bonds  be  remitted  they  will  have  a  hand- 
some profit;  they  have  made  up  a  bill  of  costs, 
we  must  seek  ror  the  profit  elsewhere.  The 
hardware  importers  of  New  York  have  in  their 
affidavit  fixed  the  average  sales  at  90  per  cent, 
on  the  invoice,  and  charged  65  as  charges.  From 
this  strike  out  the.  extra  charges,  to  wit :  two  years 
interest  14  per  cent,  and  If  per  cent,  of  extra 
storage,  d^;.,  neither  which  charges  can  apply  to 
goods  purchased,  as  really  appears  to  have  been 
generally  the  case,  after  the  23d  of  June  last,  and 
a  clear  profit  of  50  per  cent,  on  the  invoice  price, 
or -on  cost  and  charges  of  32  per  cent,  after  de- 
ducting the  war  duties,  or  21^  clear  profit  on  the 
whole  capital  employed,  without  the  advantage 
arising  from  exchange — which  we  will  presently 
consider.  We  find  the  gentleman  from  Boston, 
on  being  asked  for  the  amount  of  extra  profits,  in 
his  printed  evidence  says,  it  has  been  from  five  to 
ten  per  cent.  Subsequently  he  appeared  before 
the  Committee  voluntarily,  to  communicate  the 
merchants'  affidavits  on  your  table  from  Boston. 
These  relate  chiefly  to  piece  good  importations, 
and  they  make  the  advances  from  90  to  110  per 
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cent.  That  delicacy  that  bad  induced  a  forb^r- 
anee  to  interrogate  further  on  the  first  occasion, 
seemed  now  remored,  and  the  queation  was  tab- 
mitted  as  to  what  tbe  ordinary  profits  amounted 
to;  his  answer  was,  that  the  ordinary  advance  on 
piece  goods  was  50  per  cent.,  from  which  take 
charges  and  peace  duties,  30  per  cent.,  and  tbe 
profit  on  the  invoice  would  be  20  ditto,  or  15  per 
cent,  clear  profit  on  invoice  aod  charges,  including 
duties.  This  will  be  found  the  highest  pea«e 
profits  ;  ordinarily  they  are  from  fire  to  tea  per 
cent.  But  take  this  calculation,  as  that  from 
New  York  Has  been,  most  favorably  to  the  im^ 
porters,  the  peace  profits  at  15,  and  the  present 
advance  at  90,  which, is  low,  and  tbe  profits  on 
the  present  sales  will  be  40 ;  from  which  take  the 
average  war  duty,  17  per  cent.,  and  there  remains 
23  per  cent  cle^r  profits  on  the  late  importationS| 
beside  advantages  in  the  rate  of  exchange. 

While  this  calculation  from  the  merchants' 
own  admission)!  proves  the  profit  on  themaelves, 
it  proves  most  conclusivelv  the  testimony  tbey 
have  offered  is  of  little  value.  My  friend  from 
Kentucky  has  stated  to  you  that  it  was  admitted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore,  before  the 
committee,  that,  in  ih^  technical  language  of 
trade  in  that  city,  goods  sold  at  250  to  3(K)  for  one 
hundred  at  the  late  sales.  Tbe  average  ordinary 
sales  are  about  134,  which  is  something  more 
than  40  per  cent.,  out  of  which  all  charges  have 
been  paid  and  toe  importers  had  their  profit — 
take  the  largest  sum,  to  wit :  two  hundred  and  fifty 
as  tbe  average  advance,  which  is  110  per  cent, 
profit,  so  that  the  profits  are  70  per  cent,  more  than 
usual,  from  which  take  the  war  duty  17  per  cent, 
and  it  leaves  53  per  cent,  clear  profit;  that  is,  3 
per  cent,  more  than  half  the  bonus,  in  addition  to 
the  usual  price  exclusive  of  exchange.  Mr.  B. 
read  a  letter  from  a  respectable  merchant  of  the; 
District  of  Columbia,  confirming  this  admission 
of  tbe  Baltimore  committee.  He  held  in  his 
band  a  letter  from  a  merchant  of  Philadelpnia, 
stating  that  he  knew  an  ioBiance  of  goods  bonded 
at  tbe  invoice  amount,  $50,000,  to  be  sold  imme- 
diately for  $170,000,  or  340  per  cent,  profit  on  the 
invoice  price;  so  that  the  importer  could  pay  his 
whole  bond  and  all  charges  and  have  $20,000 
profit.  I  know,  said  Mr.  R.,  however,  the  tales 
of  the  importers  may  have  made  it  appear  other- 
wise, I  am  stating  sober  facts.  The  merchant 
tells  you  he  does  not  take  into  the  calculation  of 
bis  profits  the  rate  of  exchange^  because  if  in  a 
series  of  ten  years  it  is  equalizeu  he  is  satisfied-— 
in  ordinary  years  this  is  no  doubt  a  just  and  pro- 
per rule,  but  ordinary  rules,  said  Mr.  R.,  do  not 
apply  to  extraordinary  cases;  such  a  case  is  the 
present.  British  goods  being  inhibited  by  law, 
the  market  had  become  exhausted  and  exchange 
depressed  far  below  anything  that  could  happen 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade.  ,My  friend  from 
Kentucky  has  shown  you,  from  the  reports  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  a  series 
of  years,  there  is  no  material  variation  of  the  rate 
of  exchange.  As  soon  as  the  non-importation 
took  effect,  down  it  went  to  23^.  and  the  late  im* 
portationS}  from  the  merchants'  own  statement. 


did  not  raise  It  to  more  than  14  below  par,  which 
make  the  average  Idf  per  cent.  Iefl«  The.  im- 
porter tells  you  he  does  not  consider  this  in  his 
profit,  truly,  nor  does  he  consider  the  seventy  per 
cent  net  profit  on  all  costs  and  charges  whieb  I 
have  just  nientioned  as  anything  but  a  proper 
gain-^let  him  alone  and  ycu  cannot  cloy  him 
with  per  centage.  I  think,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I 
.  have  said  enough  to  show  from  the  statements  of 
the  petitioners  that  they  can  paj  half  their  bonds 
and  retain  more  than  usual  profiu. 

Mr.  R.  then  adverted  to  the  testimony  from 
Ne^  York  given  voluntarily,  and  remarked  that 
the  subitequent  examinations  were  all  made  by 
tbe  report  to  confirm  that  statement  generally. 
I  will,  sir,  said  he,  take  it  sentence  by  sentence 
and  show  you  that  the  pretence  set  up  for  remis- 
sioa  is  lieither  true  in  fact  or  sustainable  on  prin- 
ciple; but,  said  he,  there  is  one  part  which  mer- 
its particular  notice.  Mv  friend  fsom  Kentucky 
had  stated  clearly  that  there  was  a  gross  error  or 
misrepresentation  on  the  subject  of  duties.  Tbe 
merchants  from  New  York  say  the  average  of 
tbe  lowest  da  ties  as  calculated  at  tbe  custom 
house  is  33)^  per  cent,  on  prime  cost.  Tbe  worthy  ' 
Chairman  has  attempted  to  make  this  monstrous 
statement  appear  not  materially  erroneous  in  tbe 
face  of  demonstrative  evidence  adduced  by  my 
friend  from  Kentucky  to  the  contrary.  He  showed 
you,  sir,  from  authority  not  to  be  cootrpverted, 
that  tbe  three  rates  of  ad  valorem  duties,  to  wit, 
12^,  15,  and  20  per  cent,  were  in  time  of  peace 
the  duties  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost ;  add  the 
war  duties  and  we  have  25,  30,  and  40  per  cent, 
for  the  duties  on  prime  cost  as  calculated  at  the 
custom-house ;  add  the  Mediteraneen  fund,  2^  per 
cent., and  we  have 27^,  32^,  42j — take  the  impor- 
tations for  two,  three,  or  a  series  of  eight  years,  as 
my  friend  from  Kentucky  has  done,  and  tbe 
average  of  tbe  whole  duties,  not  the  lowest  as  the 
Chairman  has  urged,  will  not  make  29  per  cent. 

I'  on  prime  cost,  or  more  than  33^  on  costs  and 
charges,  whieb  last  is  dutied  as  has  been  observed 
by  laying  a  duty  of  6  per  cent,  as  charsfes  before 
shipment  aod  10  on  their  arrival  in  the  United 
States.  Will  the  worthy  Chairman  tell  us  there 
is  now  no  material  error'?  Give  tbe  gentlemen 
from  New  York  their  assertion,  and,  instead  of 
33)-  per  centres  tbe  amount  of  tbe  whole  duties 
of  every  kind,  they  would  have  swelled  them  up 
to  37|  per  cent,  but  this  being  a  matter  of  cal- 
culation, liberality  obli^s  us  to  suppose  that 
though  tbe  worthy  Chairman  bas  failed  to  show 
there  was  no  material  error,  for  an  error  even  be 
admitted  to  exist,  that  error  might  have  arisen 
from  mistake.  Mv  friend  from  Kentucky  at  least 
stands  justified  in  bis  remark  that  tbe  truth  of  the 
whole  statement  of  the  merchants  from  New 
York  is  thereby  rendered  justl)^  suspicious.  But 
they  have  committed  errors  still  less  to  be  apolo- 
gized for.  Crockery,  glass  ware,  hardware,  silks, 
millinery,  dbc.r^mark  the  et  ceieras,  are  dutied, 
say  they,  at  50  per  cent.  The  highest  ad  valorem 
duties  on  prime  cost  and  charges  do  not  exceed 
49^  per  cent.,  and  tbe  articles  paying  this  high 
duty  mra  glass  ware,  black  bottles  and  window 
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glan  excepted,  aod  earrmgee  aiui  fitrts  of  car-* 
riages.  This  has  beea  stated  bf  my  friend  as 
oalf  the  l-94ibof  the  imporiatioDs  for  three  years 
past,  or  3-264  part — takiag  a  series  of  eight  years, 
while  in  thoee  periods  the  importations  paring 
the  lowest  duties  are  for  the  first  period  75  91  aod 
for  the  seeood  213-264  parts.  -  It  is  aot  true,  as  the 
eridenee  stales,  that  glass  ware  generally  paf  s 
this  high  duty,  as  window  glass  and  folaek  bottles 
are  excepted.  Hardware,  plated  ware,  millinerf , 
and  pottery  wares,  pay  in  peace  bat  15  per  cent, 
and  with  the  war  duties  and  all  other  charges 
only  38  per  cent.  Silk  pays  the  lowest  duty,  to 
wit,  32  per  cent,  while  the  mercbaots  assert  it 
pays  50  per  cent.  I  beg  you  to  obserre,  sir,  said 
Mr.  R.  that  this  statement  was  repeatedly  read 
to  the  New  York  oomraittee  at  different  times, 
and  to  each  of  the  committees  from  the  other 
cities,  all  of  which  are  stated  to  acquiesce  in  their 
truth ;  among  these^  it  is  presumable,  there  were 
dealers  in  all  these  wares.  Either  they  hare 
been  unacquainted  with  facts  arising  immediately 
out  of  their  daily  bosiaess,  or  cbey  must  hare 
formed  a  curious  opinion  of  the  tribonal  before 
whom  they  stood.  The  motire  of  the  gentlemen 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with,  but  if  I  bare  not 
awakened  suspicions  in  this  committee  of  the  ut- 
ter insufficiency  of  their  testimony,  I  have  failed 
lamentably  in  justifying  my  own  impressions. 
One  fkt%  of  this  committee,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  obserre, 
feel  irksome  under  my  obeerTations;  to  anotber 
I  am  thankful  for  their  attention.  I  am  not  ac- 
customed to  keep  the. floor  so  loog-«I  hope  I  shall 
claim  such  indulgence  setdon-— this  doty  has 
been  forced  upon  me,  and  I  ask  the  patience  of 
the  committee  while  I  perform  it.  The  worthy 
Chairman,  said  Mr.  R..  says  the  shipments  were 
made,  beUefing  it  lawriil,  and  that  the  evidence 
proves  it.  In  that,  part  already  reviewed,  I  trust 
nothing  has  appeared  to  justify  this  assertion. 
A  printed  paper  handed  to  the  committee  by  the 
New  York  gentlemen,  which  they  said  was  handed 
about  in  England  after  the  rerocation  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  will  be  found  in  the  printed  evi- 
dence. I  will,  said  Mr.  R.  turn  to  it.  It  consists 
of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  March  2d,  1811, 
and  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe  to 
Mr.  Foster,  dated  July  26^  1811.  That  in  case 
Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  ed  lets, 
says  the  act,  as  that  tber  shall  cease  to  violate 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  should  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation, 
and  that  such  proclamation  should  be  evidence,  and 
no  other  evidence  should  be  admitted  of  such  rer- 
ocation  or  modification  in  any  suit  or  prosecution, 
Sm,  By  an  act  of  justice  rendered  (says  Mr.  Mon- 
roe) to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  may  set 
the  non-importation  act  aside.  Cease  to  riulate 
our  neutral  rights,  by  revoking  your  orders,  in 
which  event  alone  the  President  has  the  power, 
aad  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you,  he  will  exer- 
cise it  in  terminating  the  operation  of  the  law. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mitohill) 
says  you  put  it  in  the  power  of  Britain  to  repeal 
your  law,  and  ahe  did  it,  and:  added,  it  was  con- 
dilatory,  aad  everybody  thinka  ao-^the  President 


has  said  so.  It  mast  be  a  bad  cause  that  could 
drive  the  acute  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
take  a  single  word  in'tbe  Message  used  in  mere 
common  acceptation,  without  any  technical  mean- 
ing or  a  necessity  for  precision  of  laAguage,  as  a 
proof  of  the  President's  opinion  on  the  revocation. 
The  President  has  said,  it  is  true,  that  **  the  re- 
peal of  the  British  orders  were  susceptible  df  ex- 
planations meeting  the  views  of  this  Government." 
But  to  make  the  act  of  shipment  take  the  appear- 
ance of  no  intention  to  violate  the  law,  not  only 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  must  be  dis- 
|)ensed  With,  but  also  those  preliminary  explana- 
tions spoken  of  in  the  Message.  But  Mr.  Monroe 
tells  Mr.  Foster  he  acts  under  the  President's  in- 
structions in  his  letter  of  the  26th  July,  1811,  in 
pursuance  of  the  law  of  8d  March,  1811 ;  the  con- 
dition is,  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights  by 
revoking  your  orders,  d^.  and  my  proclamation 
shall  issue.  The  words  of  the  *law  are  '^  revoke" 
or  ^  modify."  "  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  com- 
merce." But  by  the  law  the  President  was  to  be 
the  judge  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  revocation  or 
modification.  In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe,  he 
•ays  to  England,  in  language  of  great  sign ificaocy, 
what  I  expect  fVom  you  is  such  a  revocation  of 
your  orders  as  they  snail  no  longer  ^  violate  our 
neutral  rights."  The  shippers  were  then  informed 
by  the  President  on  what  condition  the  proclama* 
tion  would  appear,  and  without  it  the  act  of  ship- 
ment oiiust  have  been  obviously  to  all  unlawful. 
My  worthjr  friend  from  Kentucky  has  told  you 
the  Order  in  Council  of  the  23d  last  June  was 
not  such  a  revocation.  Will  my  friend  from  New- 
York  (Mr.  MfTcaiLL)  say  that  the  reservation  to 
lay  them  oa  at  pleasure  was  not  a  violation  of 
our  "  neutral  rights"  vital  and  flagranti  The  con- 
dition annexed  of  admitting  their  vessels  of  war 
into  OUT  waters,  while  what  had  produced  their 
interdiction  remained  unatoned  for,  Was  an  ag- 
ffravatioB  of  that  violation.  For  the  President  to 
have  issued  his  proclamation  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  revocation  of  23d  of  June,  would 
not  only  have  been  an  abandonment  of  his  own 
interpretation  of  the' law,  but  a  palpable  dereliction 
of  his  duty.  Can  Great  Britain  find  an  advocate 
here  to  justify  her  in  demanding  as  an  equivalent 
for  a  bare  act  of  justice  a  surrender  of  our  just 
claims  ofatonement  for  injuries  and  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  her  right  to  legislate  for  Usi  The 
idea  is  too  monstrous^-too  absurd.  The  revoca- 
tion, if  there  bad  intervened  no  war,  could  on  no 
principle  have  been  met  as  t'he  object  of  the  non- 
importation act.  This  conclusion  is  inevitable, 
and  the  paper  said  to  have  been  handed  about  in 
Bngtand,  like  the  other  testimony  of  the  mer- 
ehauts,  disapproves  their  innocence.  Mr.  Russell 
states  that  though  he  advised  the  merchants  that 
they  might  make  shipments  with  safety^  he  would 
not  be  understood  to  say,  that  he  advised  them 
that}  if  the  law  could  not  be  repealed,  that  they 
would  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a 
monopoly  and  the  consequent  extraordinary  prof- 
its. On  no  ground  then  can  it  be  plead  that  the  im- 
porters bad  any  pretensions  to  a  belief  that  the 
ahipmeato  would  ^e  deemed  lawful.    There,  said 
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Mr.  R^  is  aaocher  apeeies  of  teatimoDjr  be  Aire  the 
commidee,  in  priot  and  MS.,  parportiog  to  ba  affi- 
davits and  letters  of  merchants  and  dealers  in 
British  wares,  which  it  may  be  well  to  advert  to. 
First,  there  is  that  of  the  hardware  importers  of 
New  York.  They  say  the  arerage  advaiMe  on 
sales  at  wholesale  is  90  per  eeot.,  that  the  charges 
are  65  per  cent.?  which  I  bare  before  proved  is 
from  15  to  20  per  cent,  too  hi^h — their  gmio  is, 
they  stale,  16  per  cent,  eiclusiye  of  exchange, 
which  they  fritter  down  as  readily  as  they  tramp 
up  chargea.  Following  this  affidavit  is  the  certifi- 
cate of  £>avid  Dunham,  not  aa  importer  but  an 
anction^er;  wherein  he  states  the  sales  have  not 
been  mora  thaa  70  to  80  per  cent,  advanoei  and 
sometimef  tbejrsold  for  l^s  than  cosis  and  charges, 
and  he  is  wilhog  to  add  his  eorporeal  oath  if  ne- 
cessary to  Yoooh  the  faets,  T  heo  tomfi  the  reta  ti- 
ers, and  they  vouch  that  they  hava  bought  the 
best  and  scareesc  artieles  at  75  per  ceat.advapee^ 
this  loo  a/ter  the  importers  had  admitted  rbeir 
advances  to  be  90  per  cent.  1  would  just  remark 
on  the  letter  of  Mr.  Heard,  that  I  know  not  whe- 
ther he  be  interested  in  the  importations  to  an 
amooat  above  $3,000.  In  the  close  of  his  letter  he 
states,  bowaver,  that  a  f  rivateer  had  oaotured  a 
ship  he  was  concerned  in,  and  carried  her  into 
Rhode  Island.  The  ship  has  been  .bonded,  bat 
the  privateer  would  not  give  her  up.  The  facts 
respecting  this  vessel  are,  that  the  appraisers  did 
not  value  her  to  one-third  her  amount  at  invoice 
price.  There  was  no  way  of  preventing  this 
fraud  availing  the  importers^  bat  by  the  privateer 
caveatiog  against  her  release  on  bond.  Let  me. 
ask,  said  Mr.  R.,  with  Mr.  Heard,  are  not  these 
hard  cases?  Truly  they  are^  but  the  hardship 
is  all  on  the  side  of  the  na^on.  HUlen's  letter 
states  an  insulated  ease,  and  one  of  the  few  inno- 
cent one*  that  can  oecur.  •  Aa  to  the  MS8  and 
docuaaeotary  testimony,  on  ezamiAatioa  it  will 
be  found,  I  think,  neither  more  consistent  nor 
more  true  than  that  we  have  already  waded, 
throagh*  I  think,  said  Mr»  R.,  1  may  say  with 
some  conftdsnce^  the  importers  have  utterly  failed 
to  make>  out  a  amgle  point  which  they  assumed 
for  just^catioa.  So  mnoh  for  tha:  rubbish,  said 
Mr.  R.;  wahaveatlostgot  a  glimpse  of  what  we 
are  in  Mrsuit.  of*  Admitting  in  (heir  faiiept 
extent  the  advantages  scat^  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  arising  to  thq  nation  from  these  im- 
portationS)  and  even  that  grace  so  eloquently  In- 
voked by  the  worthy  Chnirman,  oufht  not  to  ex* 
tend  further  tbtn  a  remission  of  one  naljf  the  hoods. 
I  will  now,  said  Mr.  R.,  reply  to  some  of  the 
argomenU  more  particularly,  used  by  my  friend 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Mitohjll..)  After  a  his- 
torical reviaw  of  the  causes  that  Ud  to  the  noa- 
importation  act,  he  observes,  "we  come  to. this 

*  factr*4hat,  while  British  produce  was  inhibited, 

<  we  allowed  onrs  to  go  where  their  proceeds  were 

<  liable  to  centre  in  Sngland.    Thoas  proceeds 

<  were  invested  in  British  merchandise,  to  nvoid 

*  the  lose  of  a  rapid  depreciation  prevailing  in 

*  the  currency  of  that  country,  and  to  obtain  the 
^  benefit  of  low  prices  which  asospension  of  trade 

to  this  country  had  cnqaedi'*    Tho  fae).  that 


miist  establish  or  destroy  this  reasoning  is,  wheth- 
er it  was  the  case  that  American  capital  did  cen- 
tre in  England,  as  is  assumed.  After  patient  in- 
quiry, I  must  deny  that  it  was  the  fact  to  any 
considerable  extent.  We  have  the  strongest  cir- 
Qumstaatiai  evidence  to  prove  that  much  of  the 
late  importations  are  British  property,  and  that 
notonore  than  &ve  millions  out  of  twenty  were 
invested  belvre  the  23d  of  last  June.  The  pro* 
ceeds  of  our  exports  to  countries  in  amity  with 
Eoglaitd  must,  lor  the  most  part,  have  been  got- 
ten home  through  othe» channels,  and  that,  as  the 
gentleman  has  said,  the  comparatively  small  in- 
vestments of  American  capital  made,  were  in- 
duced by  speculation  on  the  low  prices  rather 
Chan  due  to  the  export  trade. 

Ti»e  abundance  of  bills  of  exchange  latterly  in 
our  market,  is  no  proof  that  they  were  brought 
here  by  our  exporting  merohaots.  Their  depress- 
ed price  would  have  made  it  obviously  unprofit- 
able to  take  them  with  any  view  bat  investment 
ia  British  goods}  a  fact  which  does  iu>t  exist  ta 
much  extent.  I  would  remind  the  gentleman  of  - 
the  last  winter's  report,  respecting  X700,000  in 
bills  cf  exchange,  conveyed  to  Mr.  Foster  from 
the  post  office  in  this  city,  some  untoward  events 
having  developed  the  contents  of  the  envelopes. 
I  do  not  give  this  as  a  fact,  but  such  an  expedi- 
ent might  justly  be  looked  for,  from  the  known 
turpitude  of  British  morality,  political  and  com- 
mercial. The  gentleman  admonishes  us  that  we 
have  afforded  a  ^^  signal  opportunity  of  showing 
our  magnanimity.''  I  do  not  know  if  we  intev- 
pcet  the  word  alike.  It  will  not  apply,  surely,  ta 
the  encouragement  of  wrong.  I  cannot  but  hope 
th%t,  if  we  were  to  use  it  on  this  occasion,  the 
gentleman  will,  oa  better  consideration,  think 
with  me,  it  would  be  the  extreme  abuse  of  a  car- 
dinal virtue.  The  gentleman  warns  us  not  to 
exasperate  the .  importers.  Heaven  forbid,  said 
Mr.  R.,  that  the  remotest  disposition  to  exaspeiw 
ate  them  should  be  felt  in  any  bosom  in  this  com- 
mittee. I  wish  fervently  to  conciliate  them.  I 
advocate  a  course  towards  them  of  extreme  lib- 
erality. There  is  no  enmity  in  the agticQlt arista . 
to  merohanu.  1  have  been  formed  amoi^i^t  iha 
cultivators  of  the  soil,  I  have  participated  in  thetr.i 
puisuiu,  and  believe  I  renreaent  their  feelings.  • 
when  I  say  thev  suCaianuy  respect  the  fair  and  • 
Useful  mercantile  character.  But  no  fears  of  the . 
frowns  oit  dislike  of  the  mereantile  interest  shall 
Induce  me  to  offer  the  interests  of  the  nation  lo 
propitiate  their  favor. 

The  worthy  chairman  has  said  the  viniatien  of 
the  restrictive  laws  is  one  of  the  great  beads  of. 
this  argument*    These  laws,  said  he,  have  alien- 
ated the  affectioas  of  one-third  of  oar  people  from 
the  Qovernment.    They  have  put  out  both  your- 
own  eyes  while  they  have  injured  but  one  of  your 
toemy's,    ltis,saidh0,^elf-ioriure.    The  restrict- 
ive system  has  been  resorted  to,  not  out  of  ohoicet 
but  of  pecessity.    It  is  a  choice  of  evils  only.    It 
is  a  pacific  appeal  lo  the  interesta  of  an  ararasa- 
ing  nation,  for  redress  of  injuries  she  has  inflicted 
en  us.    Open  war  is  a  forcible  one,  and  their  dif- 
fareacf  is  nnly  in  dagrte,  not  in  principle;  the 
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less  is  included  io  the  greater;  the  former  be- 
comes merged  ia  the  latter.  The  declaration  of 
warfare  the  ood- importation  principle  greater 
efficacjr*  The  gentleman  has  been,  and  still  con- 
tinues to  be  the  avowed,  the  able,  and  inQuential 
advocate  for  war.  War,  being  the  greater  prin- 
ciple, by  parity  of  reasoning,  must  be  a  more 
severe  principle  of  self-4orture.  It  not  only  re- 
stricts trade  and  limits  enterprise,  but  impover- 
ishes, distresses,  nay,  it  sacrifices  the  lives  of  onr 
citizens.  By  the  gentleman's  rule,  too.  war  may 
be  trulv  said  to  have  alienated  the  minds  of  one- 
third  or  our  people ;  for  those  who  clamor  against 
restrictive  appeals  to  our  enemy's  ioterests  clamor 
against  belligerent  ones  equally  loud.  But,  sir, 
said  Mr.  R.,  how  is  the  gentleman  sustained  in 
his  aaseriion  that  by  n  on -importation  we  hurt 
bat  one  eye  of  our  enemy,  while^e  put  out  both 


of  our  own.    Is  the  picture  of  the  distress  of  our    meats;  they  carry  on  their  face  a  sufficient  refu- 


sell  its  wares  for  a  good  price*;  and  it  will  not 
rest  within  the  narrow  limits  on  the  seaboard, 
while  the  markets  of  the  Ohio  and  its  tributary 
waters  invite  that  enterprise.  We  have  been 
reminded  that  the  nod-importation  act  cannot  be 
enforced  while  weadmitof  an  export  trade.  The 
returns  must  be  had,  it  is  said,  in  some  way.  If 
the  nation  was  at  war  with  the  whole  circle  of 
commercial  States,  this  might  be  true.  But  while 
there  remain  relations  of  intercourse  with  all  the 
World,  Britain  excepted,  it  would,  indeed,  be  car- 
rying the  principle  of  self-torture  very  far,  if  we 
were  to  annihilate  our  export  commerce  aad  oar 
agrieultaral  industry,  because  imports  from  Brit- 
ain and  her  dependencies  are  inhibited.  Then 
might  the  gentleman  say  truly,  that  we  were  put- 
ting out  one  ey^  of  ocir  enemy  and  both  our  own. 
Bttt  It  is  wafste  of  time  to  coatrovert  such  arga- 


seaport  towns  which  he  has  drawn  jostifiedi 
Enter  them,  and  we  find  the  mercantile  class 
basking  in  a  splendor  and  opulence  that  few  can 
contemplate  without  sensations  of  pride  and  pleas- 
uce ;  we  find  plenty  and  comfort  everywhere ;  no 
one  is  beheld  retiring  snpperless  to  rest.  This, 
sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  am  sure  you  will  admit  not  to 
be  an  Overeharffed  picture.  Well,  sir,  no\r  let  us 
look  on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  [Here  Mr. 
R*  turned  to  the  examination  of  the  mannfac- 
turers  in  England,  before  the  committee  of  the 
Hoaaeof  Commons.]  Have  we,  said  he,  thirty 
manufaoturinjf  districts,  surcharged  with  a  popu- 
lation famishing  for  want  of  oatmeal  and  pota<> 
toes,  whose  squalid  habiliments  and  hunger-worn 
countenances  mast  melt  every  beholder  with  eom- 
nassion?  There  is  not  a  family  in  our  country, 
however  indigent,  thanks  be  to  Heaven !  bat  what 
has  yet  to  learn  to  live  on  oatmeal  and  f^otaroes. 

To  reason  in  support  of  so  obvious  a  principle 
as  the  effect  of  our  non-importation  act,  would  be 
waste  of  time.  The  gentleman  says  that,  from 
an  aathentie  docoment,  read  by  my  friend  from 
Kieatiicky,  it  appears  two  thirds  of  oor  population 
are  clothed  in  dooKatic  mintifkctares,  and  rnfers 
from  thenee  the  seaboard  consumes  the  foreign 
merchandise  and  pays  the  itnpost.  The  gentle- 
man  talks  of  conciliating  and  identifying  all  our 
citizens  in  the  same  great  commanity  of  inter- 
estaj  aad,  unfortunately,  we  find  htm  the  ttett 
nomanl  drawing  invidioas  tfistinctiona  of  the 
merk  aad  suffering  of  the  seaboard  over  the  inie- 
rior,  that  have  no  foundation  ia  feet,  and  exoiting 
jealousies  for  which  there  is  bo  cause.  IHve, 
said  Mr.  R.,  within  twenty  miles  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia.  In  that  place  a  great  proportion  of 
tha  articles  entering  intp  every  kind  of  domestic 
convenience  are  really  of  American. fabrication, 
wliil^  I  assert,  withoutfear  of  contradiction,  that, 
in  the  country  west  of  the  mountains,  generall^ri 
even  in  Kentucky,  remote  as  she  lies  from  mari- 
time commerce,  the  use  of  forefgn  fhbrics  pre- 
vuls  so  as  to  withdraw  the  circulating  medinm 
from  that  country,  tfreatly  to  the  prejudice  of  in^ 
dustry  and  internal  improvemeiK.  The  enter- 
prise of  the  mercantile  character  pushes  its  eor- 
raapondence  over  every  obstAcle;  ita  object  is  to 


tatton.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Chbvbs)  says  he  hopes  no  importer  will 
give  the  Treasury  anything  but  money ;  ia  ano- 
ther place  he  has  spoken  of  a  humiliating  com- 
promise. The  ^ntleman  must  have  here  meant 
more  than  he  said.  The  inference  is  irresistible, 
that  we  are  Wishing  covertly  to  get  something  for 
the  Treasury  besides  money,  and,  to  obtain  that 
end,  are  willing  to  submit  to  a  humiliating  com- 
promise. We  have  fairly  arg[ued  for  half  the 
bonds ;  this  is  what  we  believe  justice  to  the  com- 
munity requires^  should  not  be  remitted.  But. 
having  due  regard  to  the  merciful  operation  or 
the  law,  for  it  never  contemplated  forfeitures 
without  equitable  relief,  in  its  spirit  and  not  in 
the  letter,  I  declare,  without  hesitation,  if  there 
be  within  the  exercise  of  the  mitigating  power 
any  other  way  tq  fulfil  what  justice  to  tha  com- 
munity requires,  more  lenient  Io  the  importers 
than  a  pavment  of  the  money,  that  course  I  wish 
to  prevail,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman  maf 
strive  to  stamp  it  with  the  opprobrium  of  a  hu- 
miliating compromise* 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  tells  you 
the  importers  have  obtained  their  profits  itt  spite 
of  yoo,  and  asks,  Will  yoa  now  take  it  from 
them  ?  I  cannot  express  the  disapprobatioa  I  feel 
of  this  sentiment.  In  this  House,  are  we  not  only 
to  fiad  apologists  for,  but  eulogists  of  fM  viola- 
tors of  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land  ?  In  spite  of 
you,  they  have  obtained  their  profit*  tbroogh  the 
agency  of  British  licenses,  Brftisli  Ord^s  in 
Council,  and  British  insurance  against  American 
captures;  and  your  district  courts,  which,  if  ther 
are  not  British,  have,  by  an  abuse  of  power, 
worse  even  than  British  prise  court  iniquity,  seal- 
ed the  wishes  of  the  British  Cabinet  by  a  trans- 
mutation of  British  imported  merchandise  into 
American  capital;  This,  sir,  has  been  dene,  in- 
deed, in  spite  of  your  laws — in  spite  of  your  rev- 
enue ofileers— *ay,  and  the  gentleman  says,  in 
spite  of  yourselves^-and  he  rises  to  mock  you 
with  a  panegyric  on  this  brilliant  achievement^ 
even  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  says,  ad- 
mits it  gives  fou  great  advantages  in  spite  of  your 
own  policy;  he  pleads  your  grace  inasmuch  as 
they  nave  datptted  you. 
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The  gcntleoiaa  sap  «q  •graeoaieot  to  the  report 
will  shake  your  party  coanezioo.  That  he  riaea. 
or  falis  with  his  party,  and  trembles  for  the  eoa- 
sequeiuaes.  For  sii  years^  said  Mr.  R.,  you  hare 
lain  prostrate  before  yoar  aneiiMee  from  the  fatal 
ioflueoce  of  factioo }  even  now,  wheD,-througrh  a 
series  of  long  aofioriDg,  we  hare  arrived  at  the 
point  of  resisiaoce,  a  cry.  of  peaee  withia  tliese 
walls  has  iaspirited  yoor  eoemy,  aad  as  if  this 
was  DOt  enough,  we  are  meoaeed  with  the  rear- 
inp^  of  a  new  vlandard.  While  I  view  these  thinge 
with  coneero.  I  can  aerer  comproraiae  my  duty 
ia  hopea  to  do  thea  away.  In  the  same  spit  it 
the  Seeretary  o/  the  Treasainr  has  been  distorted 
to  a  monster*  The  high  ofictal  character  with 
which  he  has  beea  clothed,  the  porhy  and  fidel- 
ity with  which  iiehaadisci»arged  his  lioty,  have 
availed  hin  aoi;  hais  represented  as  holding  in 
his  hands  the  fate  of  individuals,  if  this  re6ol(i>* 
tion  passes,  on  whom  he  is  ready  to  fkalen  the 
talons  of  Jiie  power. .  The  aboniaable  metaphor 
of  the  long  arm.  of  the  Treasury  has  even  been 
resorted  to,  forgetful  of  all  libeiraUty,  in  favor  of 
a  misplaced  compaasioo.  It  is  not  the  payment 
of  the  .bond  that  is  dreaded,  we  are  told,  but  to 
sue  before  voar  officer  far  '^  grace."  Let  thjs 
high-spirited  importer  pay  his  ^nd,  and  his  feel- 
ings are  spared.  Let  bim  abide  by  the  judgment 
of  the  courts  of  law,  and  he  need  not  seek  relief 
in  chancery.  But  why  is  such  repqgnaoce  felt 
in  appearing  before  an  officer  who  has  no  powers, 
but  to  soften  the  rigor  of  the  judgment  of  the 
courta  of  law,  and  who,  if  he  is  not  merciful 
enough,  may  have  his  decrees  further  mitigated 
by  Congress,  who  may  act  with  propriety  when 
redress  can  be  had  before  no  other  tribunal,  and 
while,.  100,  if  that  officer  be  too  leaienti  his  decrees 
are  final,  hoi^ever  the  public  iatereats  may  aofier. 
To  conjure  op  such  objections  agaiast  the  course 
we  contend  for^  under  the  cireumsiaaaes  they  are 
offisred,  argues  an  qtter  miseoaception  of  the  case, 
or  that  most  onwarraatable  preji«dteee  are  indulg- 
ed. The  gaatleaian  has  aptly  compared  agricai- 
tare  and  eommeree  to  that  river  that  irrigates 
and  fertilizes  the  plains  of  Bgyrpt*  The  river,  he 
telle  lli^  leareaettU  the  productive  iedostty  of  t^e 
former,  while  the  periodical  floode  are  emblems 
of  the  fertilising  qualities  of  the  latter.  I  take 
tha^oiirman's  siipiie,  but  draw  a  rm  difieteat 
coneiiiaioB.  A  too  long  eoatiauaace  oi  the  inua- 
datioo  must  not  only  destroy  vegetation,  but  gen- 
erate pestileoea,  and  poiaeo  the  living  fountains 
of  the  stream..  To  preserve  the  mutual  interest 
between  agrieullum  and  commerce,  the  ^sire 
of  profit  to  the  merchant  must  semetimea  be  re-, 
strained,  or  it  wiU  overleap  the  bounds  of  a  fair 
commiUMty  of  interest.  At  no  time  mo#e  than 
the  present  caa  there  be  a  greater  urgency  for  the 
application  of  the  restraint.  The  gentleman  says, 
without  cosimerce  we  should  m  shepherds  or 
Barbarian  hordes;  and  let  me  ask  him,  what  we 
are  with  it  ?  Ruthless  savages,  contending  often 
sanguinarily  for  its  profits  with  a  remorseless  crtH 
eltv  that  barbarian  hordes  would  shudder  to  be- 
hold. By  argutny  from  extremes,  we  may  prove 
too  mnoh*    la  thie  way,  the  palm  of  merit  waa 


given  by  an  enlightened  literary  triWonal  to  him 
who  defended  a  sava|^e  life.  A  free  Government, 
says  the  gentleman,  ought  to  be  lenient.  I  admit 
it ;  but  then,  itntn  leniency  it  ought  ever  to  avoid 
injustice.  Here,  said  Mr.  R.,  |  am  ready  to  close 
my«argnment5,  and  bnmbly  hope  that  I  may  be 
ailowMl  to  adduce  from  thence  that  one-half  the 
bonds  ought  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  or  an 
equivalent  for  theii  remission,  and  that  it  would 
be-wrong  te  interfere  legislatively,  until  the  Bz* 
ecQtive  and  lodieial  branehea  of  GK>vemment 
shall  have  administered  the  law. 

When  Mr.  R.  had  0onclu4ed,  it  being  late  in 
the  day,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

M  ON  DAT,  December  7, 

Another,  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Ed- 
win QaAT,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadob, 

.  Re«d9edf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  sutement  ex* 
hibiting  the  expenditure  of  the  annual  appropria- 
tioh  oi  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  made  by 
the  law,  entitled  "Aa  act  making  provision  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  23d  day 
of  April,  1808,  with  information  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  '*  arms  and  military  equipments"  that  have 
been  purchased  or  made,  and  the  manner  and 
proportion  Id  which  they  have  been  traasmitted 
and  distributed  to  the  several  States  and  Territo- 
ries, in  .pursiiaace  of  the  provisioaa  and  requisi- 
tiona  of  the  aforesaid  act. . 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  RicHABoaoN  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  after  I 
became  acquainted  with  the  facts,  on  which  the 
question  before* us  arises,  I  did  entertain  a  hope 
that  there  would  be  no  diversity  of  sentiment 
anu>ng  us  as  to  the  propriety  of  granting  the 

grayer  of  these  petitioners  in  the  fiHlest  extent. 
iome  difierence  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode  I  indeed, 
anticipated,  but  none  as  to  the  justice  of  doing  it. 
I  thought,  siri  that  the  distresses  which  our  mer- 
chaiiis.have  sufiered,  under  our  restrictive  exper* 
iments  upon  foreign  nations,  would  entitle  them 
to  our  particular  coos>ideration.  The  measures 
of  the  Qoveroment  have  fallen  with  peculiar  se- 
verity upon  this  class  of  our  citizens.  The  pro- 
duce of  agriculture  has  at  times  commaQded  a 
great, at  ail  times  a  good  price.  The  manufacturer 
nas  grown  rich,  and  other  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity have  enjoyed  their  usual  prosperity.  Upon 
the  merchant  almost  exclusively  has  the  pres&ure 
of  ij^  times  borne.  I  thought,  sir.  this  circum- 
stance would  induce  gentlemen  to  lendafavorav 
ble  ear  to  these,  petitions. 

I  also  thought,  sir,  that  this  class  of  our  citizens 
had  claims  irom  its  respectability  to  our  par- 
ticular attention.  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  and  I 
call  upon  all  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  rep- 
reseat  them  ih  every  part  of  this  House,  and 
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from  all  parts  of  the  Uniott^-  lo  bear  wiciMii  to 
the  truth  of  the  remark,  that  i&  fair  and  uospotted 
character,  that  io  honor  and  integrity,  ioaetivity 
and  eaterpriae,  thai  in  all  those  qualities  both  of 
the  head  and  the  heart  that  can  adorn  and  dignify 
the  nature  of  our  species,  the  merchants  of  pur 
country  are  second  to  no  class  in  the  community. 
It  is  true,  sir,  they  haye  not  been  silent  under  the 
pressure  of  our  measures ;  they  have  sinned  both 
m  thought  and  ib  word  against  our  restrtottve 
system--a  sin,  which  in  this  Hoiise  i  fear  cannot 
easily  be  forgiven.  But  do  gentlemen  wonder 
that  they  have  complained  1  1  put  it  to  every 
honorable  gentieman,  whether,  it  our  measures 
had  fallen  upon  the  yeomanry  of  our  country 
with  one-tenth  part  of  the  severity  with  whicn 
they  have  fallen  upon  the  merchants,  it  would 
not  have  raised  a  storm  that  neither  this  nor  any 
other  Administration  could  have  rode  out  in  sa^- 
ty  ?  It  is  a  singular  fact,  but  it  is  not  more  sin- 
gular than  true,  that  for  these  five  years  last  past, 
whenever  you  have  planned  any  grand  measures 
of  coercion-*-* whenever  we  have  collected  any 
vial  of  uncommon  wrath  against  foreign  nations, 
the  contents  of  it  have  i»  every  instanee  been 

Iioured  directly  upon  the  heads  of  our  own  kick- 
ess  merchants  1  And  ia  it  to  be  thought  strange 
that  they  should  think  our  measures  a  little  un- 
luckily directed  ?  Is  it  wonderful  that  they  should 
doubt  the  policy  of  some  of  our  measures  f  They 
have  been  stigmatized  as  a  class  of  men  ineapa" 
ble  of  restraint,  as  habitual  viofaiors  of  our  laws. 
Sir,  the  charge  is  a  gross  slander  upon  their  char- 
acter. They  have  not  violated  our  laws.  Dis- 
tressing as  our  measures  bave  been  to  them,  they 
have  submitted  with  a  patience  truly  aj^tonishing. 
No.  sir,  the  regular  merchants  have  not  been  the 
riotators  of  oar  laws.  But  our  measures,  while 
they  have  driven  the  fair  and  honorable  merehaot 
froik  his  accustomed  trade^  and  have  dried  up 
the  fpunrains  of  his  wealth,  have  raised  op  a  set 
of  meui  the  rank  produce  of  troubled  timeSf  who 
were  not  regular  merehhnts  before,  and  who, 
against  our  laws  and  in' spite  of  our  laws,  have 
carried  on  trade  and  have  {fown  rich  on  the  ruins 
of  the  honest  merchant.  These  are  the  men  who 
have  Tiolated  your  laws.  The  state  of  things 
which  our  measures  have  produced  has  been  a 
school  admirably  adapted  to  teach  the  art  of  t^io- 
lating  our  laws.  If  there  wereiio  other  evil  rs- 
suiting  from  the  restrictive  system  than  the  ten- 
dency it  has  had  to  corrupt  the  public  morula  in 
this  particular,  and  to  invite  men  to  become  the 
pupils  of  smuggling,  that  alope  ooght  to  stamp 
Its  memory  with  execration.  Trust  me,  sir,  in 
the  enforcement  of  your  revenue  laws  hereafter 
yon  will  be  taught  to  feel  the  full  force  of  this 
remark.  Let  me  then  implore  gentlemen  to  lay 
asfdi!  their  illrfounded  prejudices  against  mer- 
chants, add  not  lay  to  their  charge  sins  of  which 
they  have  not  been  guilty.  I  implore  yon  then  to 
decide  this  new,  this  singular,  this  important  ques- 
tion, without  prejudice  and  without  partiality. 

I  do  not  propose  to  examine  minutely  the  tes- 
timony which  has  been  laid  before  us.  I  do  hoe, 
sir,  propose  to  follow  gentlemen  through  the  long 


and  labored  course  of  reusoning  by  which  this 
resolution  is  attempted  to  be  supported.  I  only 
propose  to  consider  some  of  the  more  prominent 
remarks  which  gentlemen  have  made  in- favor  of 
it,  and  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which  indoiced 
me  to  oppose  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnsok)  # 
has  remarked  that  this  questioO  derives  all  its  im- 
portance from  the  amount  of  property  in volred 
in  the  decision.  Sir,  1  am  of  a  tery  different 
opinion.  That  it  derives  some  imporHMMe  from 
that  consideration,  I  admit ;  but  not  ott  ita  impor- 
l^anee.  It  is  not  unimportant  that  the  decision  of 
this  House  in  every  ease,  however  small  the 
amount  of  property  involved,  should  be  correct. 
It  is  important  that  justice  should  be  done  In  every 
class  of  eitizenS|  however  few  in  number  or  hum* 
ble  in  situation.  But,  sir,'  themierohanta  are  a 
grant  and  powerful  class  of  our  oitiaeos ;  and  if 
we  should  do  what  they  may  deem  to  be  iojuatiee, 
it  may,  in  the  present  crisis  of  our  aAtirs^  draw 
after  it  consequences  more  serious  than  gentle- 
men may  apprehend.  The  question  derives  much 
of  its  importance  froiia  the  respeoHbtltty  of  tke 
petitioners. 

Thegjintleman  from  Keatuoky  (Mr.  Jobnooiv) 
says,  that  those  who  agree  with  the  majority  of 
the  Cofmmiuee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  this  sub- 
ject wish  to  re<Wr  these  petitions  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  because  they  agree  with 
him  ih  opinion.  This,  *i^  is  candid.  I  will  en- 
deavor to  be  equally  candid ;  and  declare  freely 
that  the  very  reason  why  I  wish  not  to  refer  them 
toblm  is,  because  I  do  not  agree  with  him  in  opin- 
ion. It  is  also  asked,  do  we  doubt  the  competen- 
cy of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  Have  we 
not  con^denco  in  that  hij^h  and  respc«table  officer? 
If  I  am  asbad  the  question,  generally,  whether  I 
hi^ve  confidence  in  the  talents  and  integrtey  of  that 
officer,  I  freely  answer,  yes  i  but  if  asked  as  to  my 
confidence  in  his  decision  in  this  particular  case, 
I  aa  free4y  answer)  no,  I  have  not.  I  think  bis 
views,  ao  far  aa  I  can  understand  them  fVom  his 
letters  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  are  very  incorrect. 

It  is  said,  there  ooghf  to  be  a  disiiiietfott  tietween 

eroperty  puiehised  in  England  before  the  dd  of 
'ebroary,  1811,  and  propfrry^  poroliaeed  since 
that  time,  and  shipped  to  this  eountry  |  and  that 
weeannet  go  into  an  inquiry  that  will  enable  as 
to  make  this  diattaction.  Sir,  I  deny  that  any 
distinotion  ought  to  be  made.  Tha  only  diatine- 
tion  we  ou^t  to  make,  should  be  between  *6ona 
jlSefe  Ametican,  and  British  property.  Perhaps 
thie  distinotion  oaanot  tie  made.  I  wish  it  could  ; 
and  trust  it  may  be.  But  sappooO  it  cannot ;  ou^t 
we,  sir,  to  eoatlemn  American  property,  beeauae 
a  little  Bngliah  property  happens  to  be  mingled 
with  it?  It  is  said  to  be  better  that  ten  guilty 
persons  should  escape  punishment,  than  that  one 
innocent  person  should  sofStr^  If  we  enforce  the 
payment  of  these  bonds,  we  shall  punish  and  dis- 
tress a  hundred  iniroeent  American  citizens,  in 
order  to  reach  one  English  subject. 

Another  reason  ur^  why  we  should  enforce 
the  payment  of  »  portion  or  these  bonds  ia,  that 
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the  raerebants  have  made  aousaal  profits  fo  the 
late  importation!*.  If  they  have  made  large  profits, 
sir,  I  rejoice  at  it.  I  Rejoice  that  fortODe  should 
faaVe  broken  tbroagh  the  clouds  (bat  have  so  long 
bung  over  their  afi'.iirs,  and  in  one  solitary  in- 
stance have  shone  pleasantly  opoa  them.  I  trust 
that  Providence  will  bless  them  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  profits ;  and  as  it  has  enabled  them  to 
rescue  their  property  from  the  hands  of  our  ene- 
mies,  that  it  will  also  enable  them  to  preserve  it 
from  the  hungry  jaws  of  our  Treasury.  Forbid 
it ;  the  dignity  of  this  House  forbid  it;  the  respect 
-vehich  we  owe  to  ourselves,  that  we  should  lay 
our  hands  upon  it !  I  have  no  disposition  to  enter 
into  this  retrospective  partnership  with  our  mer- 
chants, in  order  to  share  the  profits  without  the 
losses  of  trade.  It  would  be  to  the  Government, 
in  my  apprehension,  a  partnership  equally  dis- 
graceful and  ruinous. 

It  is  said,  if  we  relinquish  these  bonds,  we  must 
tax  the  yeomanry  of  our  country.  Sir,  I  had 
feared  that  this  consideration  mif^ht  have  an  in- 
fluence on  this  decision.  But  I  did  aot  expect  to 
hear  it  openly  avowed.  I  had  -supposed  that  if 
any  honorable  gentleman  should  be  charged  with 
beioff  under  the  influence  of  this  motive,  he 
would  repel  the  insinuation  with  indignation; 
but  I  was  mistaken,  it  seems.  Perhaps  the  mo- 
tive is  a  legitimate  one.  Self-preservation  is  the 
first  law  of  nature.  The  merchants  have  been 
accustomed  to  suffer.  Adversity  is  said  to  be  the 
tamer  of  the  human  breast.  Perhaps  they  may 
now  submit  quietly  to  injury  and  injustice.  But 
it  is  not  quite  clear  that  the  yeomanry  will  sub- 
mit quietly  to  taxation.  The  experiment  is  yet 
to  be  made,  Whether  we  can  safely  put  our  hands 
directly  into  the  pockets  of  the  people  and  take 
their  money,  ft  might  conjure  up  a  '*  spirit" 
amoQg  them  that  "  would  pus^  us  from  our 
•eats.'' 

It  is  also  said  to  be  due  to  the  non-importation 

act  that  we  should  enforce  the  payment  of  these 

bonds.    Indeed,  sir,  and  is  the  non-importation 

act  to  be  made  the  object  of  religious  aomage? 

Are  we  to  erect  altars  and  offer  sacrifices  to  iti 

Are  those  altars  to  be  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of 

the  merchants?    Sir,  gentlemen  are  mistaken. 

They  may  devote  this  House  to  the  worship  of 

the  non-importation  act,  and  they  may  here  sing 

its  high  praises,  but  trust  me,  sir,  those  praises 

will  not  be  re-echoed  by  the  approving  voice  of 

the  people.    There  is  a  deep  and  awful  murmur 

running  along  your  seaboard,  from  one  extremity 

of  the  Continent  to  tike  other,  constant  as  the 

dashing  of  the  waves  of  the  ocean  upon  your 

shores.    If  the  people  must  sacrifice  to  this  idol, 

I     it  will  be,  sir,  not  as  the  guardian  power  of  their 

I     national  rights,  but  as  to  a  dark,  malignant  demon, 

I     that  mixes  with  our  policy,to  weaken  and  paralyze, 

and  paUy  and  ruin,  and  destroy  all  our  energies, 

I     to  distract  and  divide  the  people,  to  weaken  tneir 

I     confidence  in  their  Government,  and  In  fine,  sir, 

I     to  sink  our  nation  from  a  height  of  prosperity 

and  happiness  that  was  the  envy,  to  an  abyss  of 

.     misery  and  wretchedness,  that  will  excite  the 

.     eompassioOf  of  all  other  oatioDs:    I  implore  gen* 
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tiemen  no  longer  to  look  to  this  miserable  policy, 
but  to  trust  to  the  strong  armiof  our  soldiery  and 
the  prowe.«s  of  our  Navy,  for  the  defence  of  our 
rights.  Unshackle  commerce,  and,  by  cherishing 
and  protecting,  enlist  her  under  your  banners. 
Unharness  from  youi'  war  car  this  wretched, 
worn  out,  limping  prack-horse,  the  non-importa- 
tion act.  Do  this,  sir,  and  my  life  upon  it,  you 
will  no  longer  see  your  armies  wandering,  sad 
and  disgusted,  with  the  slow  and  solemn  pace  of 
a  funeral  procession,  among  the  dismal  wilds  of 
your  northern  frontier,  with  defeat  by  their  side, 
and  the  people  following  mournful  and  reluctantly 
•in  their  rear.  Do  this,  and  the  wings  of  your 
eagle  will  no  longer  flag,  nor, 

"  QaeBch*d  in  dark  cloufls  of  slumber  4ie 

'*  The  terrors  of  his  beak,  the  Ughtninpi  of  his  eje." 

The  people  will  fight  for  their  rights,  but  de- 
pend upon  it,  sir,  they  will  not  fight  to  enforce  your 
restrictive  system.  But  if  gentlemen  are  still 
disposed  to  sing  the  praises  of  this  system,' for 
Heaven's  sake  let  them  adopt  a  new  tune.  We 
have  lately  been  furnished  with  one  finely  adapt- 
ted  to  the  occasion — for  the  rest  of  this  session  at 
least  let  the  tune  be,  ^  The  last  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  P'  and  the  vaults 
of  your  Treasury  will  be  found  in  admirable  con- 
dition to  re-echo  the  inspiring  sounds  to  the  ears 
of  your  enemy. 

It  is  said  these  importations  are  injurious  to 
the  country,  except  so  far  as  they  bring  duties 
into  the  Treasury.  This  position  is  founded  on 
a  train  of  reasoning  that  ought  to  be  not  a  little 
alarming  to  the  commercial  sections  of  the  Unfon. 
It  is  bottomed  on  the  idea  that  commerce  is  aa 
injury  to  the  country;  that  we  can  do  better  with- 
out it,  and  live,  as  it  is  called,  independently  I  I 
am  not  very  well  versed  in  the  forms  of  the 
school  in  wnich  these  doctrines  are  taught,  and 
shall  not  attempt  to  go  through  the  detail  of  the 
system,  but  shall  content  myself  with  entering  a 
strong  and  decided  protest  against  such  doctrines 
as  hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  this  country. 
But,  sir,  the  people  will  be  much  puzzled,  I  fancj, 
to  see  how,  if  these  importations  have  been  m 
other  respects  injurious,  any  advantage  has  been 
derived  from  their  bein£[  compelled  to  pay  five 
millions  of  dollars  in  duties  upon  them.  This  is 
a  political  riddle,  the  meaning  of  which  is  *^  un- 
seen, invisible,  inscrutable,"  to  everybody  out  of 
this  House,  but  to  all  wilhlu  it  is  plain  as  the 
nose  on  a  man's  ikce,  or  a  weathercock  on  a 
steeple.  It  enabled  us  to  take  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  and  place  in  the  Treasury  at  our 
disposal  five  millions  of  dollars,  without  discom- 
posing a  single  feature  in  the  countenance  of  that 
nice  and  delicate  lady^ur  popularity  with  our 
constituents.  But  is  it  not  astonishing,  sir,  that 
gentlemen  should  not  see  that  commerce  at  all 
times  possesses  this  magic?  That  it  is  at  all 
times  to  the  Government  emphatically  the  phil- 
osopher's stone,  converting  everything  into  gold? 
Do  not  gentlemen  remember  that  when  commerce 
was  permitted,  unmolested,  to  cultivate  the  ocean, 
■he  returned  to  our  Treasury  an  annual  harrett, 
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rioh  and  abundant  at  the  crop  that  wat  gathered 
from  our  bills  and  oar  valleys?  and  that  plenty 
was  in  our  dwellings,  and  gladoess  in  our  hearts? 
And  do  they  not  see,  since  our  restrictive  system, 
like  a  frost,  a  bitter,  biting  frost,  passed  over  her 
dominions,  chilling  all  her  hopes  and  blasting  all 
her  prospects,  that  she  no  looger  yields  her  ac- 
customed tribute,  and  that  our  Treasury  shares 
in  all  her  distresses? 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Rob- 
bbtb)  has  remarked  that  these  petitioners  stand 
before  us  confessedly  guilty ;  that  they  sue  not  for 
grace,  but  for  pardon.  And  are  we  really  sitting 
Eere,  sir,  clothed  with  one  of  the  highest  attributes 
of  sovereignty,  not  to  grant  freely,  but  to  sell, 
pardon  to  the  humble,  guilty  supplicant?  Is 
there  a  price  in  this  House  for  the  pardon  of 
crimes?  The  merchants  are  guilty.  Of  what, 
air?  Of  brtngtng  into  our  country  twenty  millions 
of  capital?  Of  rescuing  twent]r  millions  from 
the  hand  of  our  enemies?  Of  brinfffng  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  into  our  exhausted  Treasury  ?  If 
these  things  be  crimes,  let  us  forgive  freely:  in 
the  name  of  Heaven,  let  us  not  dihgrace  ourselves 
and  I  he  nation  by  selling  pardon  for  such  offences. 
I  was  at  first  struck  with  the  peculiae  manner  in 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  ex- 
pressed bimself.  They  sue  not  for  grace,  but  for 
pardon.  I  wat  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  his  precise 
meaning;  for  I  had  always  thought  pardon  was 
an  act  of  grace.  But  I  find  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman thinks  difierently,  and  understands  pardon 
not  to  be  a  matter  of  grace,  but  an  article  of  sale. 
He  is  willing  to  ^rant  these  merchants  a  pardon, 
provided  they  will  give  all  their  profits  as  the 
price  of  it. 

It  was  with  extreme  regret,  that  I  heard  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  remark  that  this 
was  a  question  between  the  merchants  and  the 
other  classes  of  the  community ;  because  if  the 
question  is  understood  to  be  such  by  this  House 

Senerally,  I  fear  the  case  of  these  petitions  is  a 
esperate  one.  I  begin  to  perceive  that  merchants 
are  no  favorites  here.  If  the  other  classes  of  the 
community  are  understood  to  have  an  adverse 
Interest,  tney  must  expect  no  favor  from  this 

auarter.    I  fear,  sir,  they  are  not  ceruin  to  obtain 
are  justice. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
says,  these  mercbanu  have  no  equitable  claims, 
because  a  great  part  of  the  goods  imported  have 
been  purchased  since  the  repeal  of  thf  Orders  in 
Council.  Sir,  I  apprehend  the  ffentleroan  is  mis- 
taken, both  in  the  fact  and  in  the  conclusion  he 
draws  from  it.  In  order  to  establish  his  fact,  the 
gentleman  begins  by  attacking  the  testimony 
which  has  been  laid  before  us.  He  complains 
that  the  witnesses  were  examined  before  the  Com- 
miuee  of  Ways  and  Means,  bv  the  Chairman  of 
that  committee,  with  great  ability,  and  all  the 
facts  that  could  be  favorable  to  the  petitioners 
drawn  out ;  while  the  cross-examination  was  not 
sufficiently  minute  to  draw  out  the  facts  that 
might  be  unfavorable  to  the  petitioners.  He  also 
nys,  he  was  not  disposed  to  give  the  witnesses 
mttcli  credit,  either  tor  their  candor  or  fairAass; 


and  that  he  had  not  much  confidence  in  their  tes- 
timony.   Sir,  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  himself  one  of  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  who  made  this  re- 
port ;  and  that  its  language  must  be  considered 
as  emphatically  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
himself.    It  will  be  also  remembered^  that  the  re- 
port was  made  before  debate  had  excited  any  sen- 
sibility on  this  subject.    And  what  is  the  language 
of  ihat  report?    Why,  that  the  staiementa  were 
made  by  the  gentlemen  who  were  examined  afh- 
jMrently  with  so  muck  candor  and  faimeM  a» 
induced  the  committee  to  give  much  credit  to 
them.    Now,  sir,  1  submit  it,  whether  the  honor- 
able gentleman  is  to  be  heard  to  contradict  his 
own  report  ?    What  do  the  witnesses  say  ?    The 
committee  from  New  York  state  expressly  that 
the  great  mass  of  purchases  were  made  before 
the.  2d  February,  1811,  and  their  testimony  is 
confirmed  by  all  the  other  witnesses.    The  gea> 
tleman  says,  that  the  purchases  made  before  the 
2d  of  November,  1811,could  not  have  amounted  to 
any  considerable  quantity :  because  our  importa- 
tions from  Great  Britain  in  the  Fall  and  Winter 
of  1810  were  very  large.    It  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected that  the  former  non-importation  act  expired 
in  May  1810;  that  our  exports  to  Qreat  Britain 
from  the  first  day  of  October,  180^,  to  the  30th 
of  September,  1810,  amounted  to  more  than  twen- 
ty-two millions  of  dollars;  that  our  exports  to  Spain 
and  Portugal  in  the  same  period  amounted  to  more 
than  eleven  millions^  and  that  at  least  three-fourths 
of  our  exports  to  Spain  and  Portugal  were  returned 
in  bills  drawn  upon  England.    Is  it  to  be  wondered 
then  that  our  importations  from  England  in  the 
Fall  and  Winter  of  1810  were  very  large  ?    Does 
the  gentleman  believe  that  all  our  exports  were  re- 
turned in  those  importations?    It  is  impossible. 
But  to  prove  that  most  of  the  goods  lately  im- 
ported were  purchased  since  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  the  gentleman  adduces  the  testi- 
mony of  the  English  merchants  and  manufactu- 
rers.   It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  he  expresses 
no  doubt  as  to  the  fairness  and  candor  of  their 
statements,  and  thus  he  seems  to  have  full  confi- 
dence in  their  testimony.    But  what  do  they  say  ? 
Why,  that  they  had  conditional  orders  for  the 
shipment  of  goods.    Grant  that  they  had^  and 
that  all  these  goods  were  shipped  in  consequence 
of  such  orders.    How  can  that  circumstance  alter 
the  equitv  of  this  case,  when  it  is  well  knowji 
that  the  runds  which  were  to  pay  for  those  goods 
were  already  in  England,  and  could  be  withdrawn 
in  no  other  way  than  by  those  importations.    la 
my  opinion  it  makes  no  difference  in  the  equitr 
of  this  ca.se  whether  the  goods  were  purchased 
before  the  2nd  of  ^February,  1811,  or  between  that 
time  and  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  or 
since  the  repeal  of  those  orders.    When  the  mer- 
chants show  me  that  these  goods  were  purchased 
in  consequence  of  orders  given  previous  to  the  de- 
claration of  war,  and  were  paid  for  by  funds  already 
in  England,  they  show  me  a  case  with  the  equitr 
of  which  I  am  perftfctly  satisfied.    But  I  shall 
say  more  of  this  hereafter. 
i  aoa  o|iposed  to  this  resolution  for  Tacioos 
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reasons.    The  ProsidgBt  in  his  Miwige  has  re- 
commended this  subject  to  our  eoosideration. 
The  case  is  belbre  us.    The  facrs  are  uaderstood. 
We  are  compeCeal  to  decide.    It  is  io  our  power 
to.  do  speedy  justice,  and  it  is  a  good  objectioo  to 
thia  resolatioQ  that  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  adopt  it.    What  are  the  simple  facts  before 
us?    Oa  the  Sod  day  of  February,  1811,  an  act 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  goads  into 
this  country  went  into  operation.    The  object  of 
the  law  was  by  distressing  the  annufaotures  of 
€b*eat  Britain  to  compel  her  to  relinquish  her  Or- 
ders in  Cocincil.    It  is  to  bo  presumed  that  our 
GoFernment  had  fall  faith  in  tbeeffioaey  of  this 
measure ;  af&d  it  was  repeatedly  and  expressly  de- 
clared that,  whenever  the  Orders  in  Council 
should  be  repealed,  the  non«im{K>rtation  act  should 
-cease  to  operate.    1  pnaume  it  will  not  be  held 
to  be  a  crime  in  our  merchant^  to  have  hoped  that 
the  non* importation  aet  would  aaswcr  its  object, 
'uad  that  the  Orders  in  Conaeil  would  at  some 
tima  be  repealed.    Nor  will  they  be  deepied  crim* 
jnal  in  believing  the  deelarattons  of  onr  Qovem* 
ment  that,  when  the  Orders  in  Council  should  he 
repealed,  the  niMi-imponation  act  should  be  sus* 
pended.    They  did  so  hope,  they  did  so  believe, 
and  in  the  ordinary  course  m  commerce  went  on 
to  purohase  English  goods,  and  to  vest  their  pro- 
perty m  funds  ready  to  purchase  English  goods, 
giving  th«r  agents  directions  to  ship  the  goods 
as  soon  as  it  might  be  lawful  so  to  do.    To  what 
amount  the  property  of  our  merchants  might  have 
accumulated  in  Eoglsnd  at  the  time  the  Orders 
in  Couocil  were  repealed,  cannot  be  ascertained 
probably  with.mueb  preciaion.    Som«  .estimate 
may  however  be  formed  from  the  amount  of  our 
exports  to  that  country  since  the  non-importation 
aet  went  into  operation. 

The  amonnt  of  sxports  to  Great  Britdn  from  Oeto- 
her  ly  1810,  toSeptamber  80, 1811,  was  -  f30,808,Sll 
Our  exports  to  Spain  and  Portngsl  during 
the  same  pwtpd  amenoAed  to  $18,886;- 
468.  It  is  calcnUtad  that  at  least  thtee- 
Iburtbs  of  our  exports  to  Spain  and 
Poctugal  were  retnrnsd  in  bills  drawn 
on  England^  wo  may  tharslbre  add  on 
this  account       .       •       •       •       • 


But  onr  exports  are  estimated  by  the  vslne 
of  the  articles  in  our  own  ports,  and 
most  amount  to  considerably  more  in  a 
foreign  market.  I  am  informed  by  mer- 
cantUe  men  of  great  respectability  that 
the  freight,  insmrance,  and  other  charges 
of  transportation  at  a  very  moderate  od- 
'  cnlation  must  smoont  to  at  least  twen- 
ty per  cent,  upon  the  vaiae  hare.  We 
may  thentes  add  en  that  aeoonnt      « 


18,698,848 
34,008,059 


6,801,811 
#40,800,670 


From  the  1st  of  Oclober,  1810,  to  the  2d  d8jr  of 
February,  l&ll,  there  was  no  non-imporiauon 
act  iu  force.  But  if  we  may  suppose  that  our 
exports  to  Spain,  Portugal,  and  England,  from 
October  JL,  iSll,  jto  AjpcU  5. 1813,  (whou  the  Im 


emburgo  was  laid,)  amounted  to  as  much  as  thar 
did  fVom  October  1,  1810,  to  February  2, 1811, 
and  it  is  believed  they  did  to  morci  we  may  safely 
calculate  that  our  merchants  have  sent  to  Bog- 
land  property  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  at  least  since  the  2d  February,  18 LI.  On 
the  23d  of  June,  1812,  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  revoked.  The  question  then  arose  among 
the  agents  of  the  merchants,  whether  they  might, 
in  pursuance  of  their  orders,  lawfully  ship  goods 
to  this  country.  In  makiog  up  an  opinion  upon 
this  question,  they  did  not  rely  upon  their  own 
views  of  our  laws;  they  applied  to  Mr.  Russell, 
the  agent  of  this  GoTernment,  for  advice.  Mr. 
Russell  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  shipments 
might  be  made  with  safety.  They  accordingly 
shipped  large  quantities  of  goods  to  this  country. 
The  goods  arrived,  and  were  seized  by  the  €bf- 
eminent  for  the  violation  of  the  non-importation 
act.  These  are  the  naked  facts,  and  they  present 
to  our  consideration  a  question  .as  nov0l  as  it  Is 
important.  Shall  we  coufiscate  these  goodaT 
Or,  in  other  words,  shall  we  enforce  the  pajruent 
of  these  bonds?  There  Is  a  nrinciple  in  the 
maritime  iurisprudeaoe  of  England,  and  I  be- 
lieve of  all  other  nations,  which  seems  to  me  to 
be  applicable  to  this  case.  In  order  to  illustrate 
it,  I  will  suppose  that  some  of  these  goods  were 
seized  and  libelled  by  the  Government  on  tho 
ground 'that  they  were  found  in  a  trade  between 
this  country  and  England  after  a  declaration  of 
war.  if,  upon  trial,  the  Government  would  shoiiir 
(that  they  were  shipped  on  account  of  an  Ameri- 
can merchant  after  war  was  deelared,  by  a  well 
settled  rule  of  the  law  of  nations,  they  would  pri^ 
fna  facie  be  liable  to  condemnation.  But  if  the 
importer  could  show  that  the  goods  were  shipped 
in  consequence  of  orders  given  before  the  declaaa- 
tion,and  that  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  coun- 
termand the  shipment^  it  would  be  a  good  defence, 
and  the  goods  must  be  cleared.  The  principle  of  thia 
defence  rests  upon  the  innoeenceuf  the  importer. 
So  in  the  case  before  us ;  these  petitioners  show 
themselves  to  be  entirely  innocent.  These  gooda 
were  shipped  lo  thia  country  in  eonsequenee  Ot 
orders  that  were  innocently  given;  they  waae 
shipped  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  ottr 
merchants.  And  can  anybody  say  that  they  axe 
guilty  of  a  wilfhl  violation  of  the  non-importar 
tiott  act,  and  shall  forfeit  their  goods  1  No  guUc 
ean  be  imputed  to  them  unless  you  impute  the 
guilt  of  their  agents.  I  think  you  are  estopped 
to  do  that.  Because,  the  same  rule  that  would 
make  them  liable  for  the  doings  of  theif  aguolSi 
ought  to  make  ua  liable  for  the  doings  of  onr 
a^ent.  .If  the  a^^eiits  of  those  importeia  have 
violated  the  noarimportation  act,,  our  agent,  hfr* 
Russell,  has  been  at  least  an  acoessnry  before  the 
fact.  I .  ai4,  therefore,  elearlv  of  opinion,  that 
we  ought  instantly  to  cancel  all  bouda  that  have 
been  given  for  property  bona  fide  American.  I 
thiuk  both  justice  and  equity  require  it. 

It  seems  to  he  admiaed,  on  ail  hands,  that  the 
bonds  given  for  goods  purchased  before  the  Sd 
February,  1811,  ought  to  be  remitted.  I  appra- 
Imudituaa  budemoimratwl  that  bond*  girau  for 
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the  |[ood8  purchased  sinee  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders iQ  Council,  with  funds  already  in  £nj;land, 
are,  in  principle,  equally  entitled  to  remission. 
Why  are  bonds  in  the  first  class  of  cases  entitled 
to  remission  ?    If  I  understand  gentlemen,  it  is 
because  the  goods  were  innocently  purchased, 
the  orders  for  their  shipment  were  iDnocent,  and 
they  were  imported  through  an  innocent  mistake 
of  the  law.    The  principle  rests  upon  the  entire 
innocence  of  the  importers.    The>  truth  is,  sir. 
the  facts  in  this  class  of  cases  are  too  plain  and 
aimple  to  be  misunderstood,  and  the  justice  of 
the  claim  too  powerful  to  be  resisted.    For  such 
is  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  that  prejudice 
itself  cannot  prevail  against  insttce,  unless  the 
contest  be  in  the  dark.    I  will  now  endeavor  to 
show  that,  in  principle,  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween  these  two  classes  of  cases.    The  non-im- 
portation act  forbade  all  persons  to  import,  or  to 
put  on  board  any  ship  with  intent  to  import  from 
Great  Britain  to  this  country  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise  whatsoever.  In  alt  other  respects, 
it  left  the  commerce  of  the  country  free  and  uo- 
■hackled.    Our  Merchants  were  at  liberty  to  ex- 
port the  surplus  produce  of  the  country  to  any 
part  of  the  world,  and  to  dispose  of  it  as  they 
pleased.    They  had  a  right  to  receive  for  that 
produce  bills  of  exchange  upon  England,  or  spe- 
eie;  and  when  they  received  specfe,  they  had  a 
riffht  to  brinff  it  into  this  countrv,  and  here  pur- 
chase bills  ofexchangip  upon  England  with  it,  or  re- 
nit  the  specie  itself  to  England.    Indeed,  they  were 
ID  some  measure  compelled  to  place  their  funds 
is  England,  or  abandon  commerce  altogether.    It 
it  impossible  an^r  man  should  be  so  wild  and  vis- 
ionary in  his  politics,  as  to  suppose  that  the  whole 
surplus  produce  of  this  country  could  be  carried 
lo  a  foreign  market  and  there  sold  for  specie.    To 
eonfioe  our  produce  to  such  a  sale,  would  be  in 
aorae  measure  to  denf  it  a  market,  and  it  must 
ioevitably  rot  in  our  warehouses,  and  thereby 
distress  our  own  country  ten  times  as  much  as 
the  moa  enthusiastic  votary  of  the  nonimporta- 
tion act  could  hope  that  act  Would  distress  Great 
Britain.    Individuals  not  engaged  in  our  export 
trade  had  a  right  also  to  vest  their  money  in  bills 
•f  exchange  upon  Eoglsnd,  or  remit  their  money 
to  England  in  any  manner  they 'pleased.    And, 
in  doing  all  this,  they  sinned  neither  against  the 
letter  nor  the  spirit  of  the  non-importation  act, 
but  innocently  pursued  the  ordinary  course  of 
trade.    It  is  true,  that  those  who  have  purchased 
goods  since  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
with  funds  already  in  England,  might  have  sent 
those  funds  there  with  an  intent  ultimately  to 
psrchase  British  goods;    but   they  cannot  be 
chai^ged  with  an  intent  even  to  purchase,  till  it 
might  be  lawful  to  ship  goods  to  this  country. 
The  object  of  the  non-importation  law  was  to 
distress  the  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain,  and 
thereby  coiripel  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Surely  the  simple  act  of  placing  funds  in  England 
bad  no  tendency  to  counteract,  but  rather  to  aid 
that  object.    For  if  the  manufacturers  were  really 
distressed,  to  know  that  the  funds  were  ready  in 
the  coaotry  to  pttrchase  their  goods,  nad  itmf ' 


them,  and  that  a  pertinaeiovs  adherence  of  tb€tr 
own  Government  to  the  Orders  in  Council  was 
the  only  cause  why  their  goods  were  not  iii- 
stantly  purchased,  would,  tend  to  increase  their 
clamor  and  discontent,  and  in  fact  to  aggravate 
their  distress.  I  therefore  consider  the  position 
as  incontrovertible,  that  it  was  as  innocent  an  act 
to  place  funds  in  England  after  the  2d  February, 
1811,  as  it  was  to  purchase  goods  before  that  time. 
The  orders  given  by^the  merchants  to  their  agents, 
were  in  substance  the  same  in  both  classes  of 
oases.  The  goods  purchased  before  February  2, 
1811,  were  ordered  to  be  shipped  as  soon  as  it 
might  be  lawful  so  to  do.  The  funds  were  or- 
dered to  be  vested  in  goods,  and  those  goods  seat 
to  this  country  as  soon  as  it  might  be  lawful  so 
to  do.  It  only  remains  to  be  shown  that  goods 
purchased  after  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Ooun* 
cil,  might  be  as  innocently  shipped  to  this  country 
as  goods  purebred  before  the  2d  February,  1811. 
To  purchase  goods  in  England  was  nor  prohibited 
^by  the  non-importation  act,  though  it  was  not 
made  penal  to  purchase  British  goods  in  this 
country,  knowing  them  liable  to  be  seieed  under 
that  act.  Those,  therefore,  who  purchased  goods 
after  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  did  not 
thereby  violate  any  law  of  this  country.  To  have 
purchased  goods  before  the  repeal  of  those  orderS| 
sod  while  the  non-importation  act  was  in  opera- 
tion, might  be  thought  to  have  a  tendency  to 
counteract  the  object  of  that  act,  by  relieving 
British  manufacturers.  But  surely  after  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  repealed,  and  the  only 
avowed  object  of  the  non-importation  act  ob- 
tained, an  American  merchant  might  very  inno- 
cently suppose  that  h^  did  not,  by  purchasing 
English  goods,  do  an  act  that  had  any  tendency 
whatever  to  counteract  the  views  of  his  owa 
Grovernment.  I  think  I  may  safely  affirm,  then, 
that  these  goods  were  innocently  purchased. 
Where  then  m  the  difference  in  the  two  classes 
of  cases  with  regard  to  the  shipment  of  the  goods? 
I  see  none.  Both  were  shipped  under  an  idea 
that  it  was  lawful  to  ship  goods  to  this  country  ; 
both  were  shipped  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  Mr.  Russell;  both  Irere  shipped  against  the 
letter  of  the  law,  and  under  the  same  misappre- 
hension of  the  law.  How  then  is  the  importer 
in  the  one  case  innocent,  and  in  the  other  not  1 
It  cannot  be — there  is  in  principle  no  distinction 
between  them. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  compare  the  case  of 
goods  purchased  between  February  2, 1811,  and 
June  2, 1812,  with  that  of  goods  purchased  previ* 
ous  to  February  2, 1811.  The  only  difference  be- 
tween this  class  of  cases,  and  th«t  of  goods  pur- 
chased after  June  23, 1812,  is  in  the  single  cir- 
cumstance of  the  time  of  purchtse ;  and  the  same 
remarks  which  have  been,  applied  to  that  class  of 
goods,  are  in  all  other  respects  applicable  to  this. 
The  question  is.  ought  that  circumstance  to  make 
a  difference  7  it  may  be  admitted,  that  to  pur- 
chase goods  in  England  after  the  non-importation 
set  dame  into  operation,  and  before  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  repealed,  had  in  some  degree  a  ten- 
diacy  10  eousteact  the  views  of  this  €k>yernmeat. 
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But,  sir,  I  hold  it  to.be  a  pftaiD  and  obrioas  mix* 
im,  that  io  a  free  State  nooiiizei^  is  boond  to  take 
notice  of  the  views  aod  policy  of  the  Qovern- 
meoc,  any  farther  thao  those  views  aod  that  pol- 
icy are  clearly  aad  plainly  expressed  io  the  laws 
of  the  laftd.  To  punish  a  man  for  an  act  done 
not  contrary  to  law,  but  to  the  8i»pposed  views 
and  policy  of  the  Qovernment,  would  be  the  very 
essence  Qf  tyranny,  To  the  laws,  and  the  laws 
only,  are  our  citizens  to  look  for  our  policy;  so 
far  as  the  laws  go.  so  far  are  they  bound  to  obey, 
but  no  farther.  Adopt  any  -other  rule,  and  we 
have  fought  in  vain— «in  Tain  have  we  bled  for 
freedom -^our  Government  is  essentially  tyranni- 
cal. What  could  our  citizens  find  in  our  laws  on 
this  subject?  Why, sir,  they  could  find^  that  it 
was  unlawful  to  import  from  Qreat  Britain  to  the 
United  States  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
whatever;  that  it  was  unlawful  to  ship  them 
with  an  intent  to  import  them  into  the  United 
States;  and  that  it  was  unlawful  to  purchase  in 
this  country  any  goods,  wares,  and  mercbandi&e, 
imported  into  this  country  contrary  to  la^,  know* 
ing  them  to  be  so  imported.  This  is  all  they  could 
find.  They  found  no  prohibition  against  the  pur- 
chase of  goods  in  England,  with  an  intent  to  ship 
them  to  ihisoouDtry  as  soon  asit  might  be  lawful 
to  ship  them.  They  were  not,  therefore,  bound  to 
take  notice  that  sueh  an  act  would  remotely  tend 
to  thwart^  the  views  of  this  Qovernment,  This 
is  the  only  circumstance  that  can  make  any  dif- 
ference in  principle,  between  this  class  of  eases 
and  the  other  two.  Unless  then  a  rule,  which  is 
in  itself  moet  tyrannical  and  oppressive,  is  to  be 
applied  to  this  class,  I  may  safely  conclude  thnt 
the  three  classes  are  in  principle  substantially  the 
same,  and  that,  unless  we  are  false  to  our  own 
principles,  if  we  remit  io  one  case  we  shall  remit 

in  all. 

With  regard  to  bonds  given  for  merchandise 
shipped  entirely  on  British  account  I  say  noth- 
ing. I  stand  not  here  the  advocate  or  any  Briton; 
I  plead  only  the  cause  of  the  honest  American 
merchant.  Do  with  the  subjects  of  Great  Brit- 
ain as  you  please;  but  spare,  1  implore  you, spare, 
your  own  citizens. 

Qood  policy,  in  my  opiDion,  requires  that  we 
should  freely  remit  in  all  cases  that  are  boimfide 
American.  The  merchants  are  a  powerful  class 
of  the  commuoity,  and  ought  at  this  crisis  to  be 
conciliated.  At  least  we  ought  not  to  irritate 
them  by  reading  to  them  the  bloody  book  of  tlie 
law  in  the  bitter  letter.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  our 
decision  will  be  considered  as  evidence  of  our  dis- 
position towards  commerce.  These  petitioners 
are  comparatively  few  in  number,  but  the  mer- 
chants will  consider  it  as  a  common  cause. 

These  importers  have  placed  an  honorable  confi- 
dence in  the  justice  of  their  Government.  They 
refused  the  aid  which  our  privateers  offered,  to 
enable  them  to  evade  our  laws ;  conscious  of  the 
uprightness  of  their  intentions^  they  have  openly, 
and  in  the  face  of  day,  brought  these  goods  into 
the  country,  aad  placed  them  in  our  hands,  trust- 
ing that  their  own  Government  would  not  rob 
them  of  goods,  whioh  even  an  enemy  had  spared* 


Sir,  it  would  be  disgraceful  to  betray  a  confidence 
so  honorably  and  freely  placed  in  us.  But  if  gen- 
tlemen still  think  that  we  want  money;  that  we 
ought  to  enforce  tke  payment  of  these  bonds,  be* 
cause  we  have  the  power  to  do  it,  I  have  only  to 
beg  them  to  remember,  that  it  is  excellent  to  have 
a  gient*8  strength,  but  it  is  tyrannou/i  to  use  it  like 
a  giant. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  said,  that  he  had  participa* 
ted  with  the  Committee  in  the  pleasure  which 
they  must  have  derived  from  the  splendid  exhi- 
bition of  elocjuence  made  by  the  gentleman  frook 
South  Carolina  fMr.  Chbvbs.)  He  wished  it 
had  been  unmingled  with  r^ret.  But  when  he 
saw  the  honorable  gentleman  assailiag,  with  his 
powerful  talents,  what  he  deemed  an  essential 
system  of  policy,  he  felt  constrained,  however  in* 
competent  to  the  task,  to  attempt  its  vindication. 
The  gentleman  appeared,  indeed,  to  arraign  the 
whole  oT  the  measures  pursued  by  this  Govern- 
ment for  several  years  past,  in  reference  to  for- 
eign- Powers,  though  he  knew  his  private  senti- 
ments to  be  in  favor  of  the  embargo.  [Here  Mr. 
CnEVfis  stated  that,  in  speaking  of  the  restrictive 
system,  he  did  not  mean  to  include  the  embargo, 
which  he  always  thought  a  wise  measure.]  Mr. 
Clat  thought  a  concession  in  its  faTor  admittca 
the  propriety  of  the  law  of  non-im porta tton. 

What  is  the  principle  of  these  restrictive  mea- 
sures? It  is  to  create  such  a  pressure  on  the 
foreign  nation  as  would  compel  it  to  revoke  its 
anti-neutral  edicts.  The  embargo  aimed  to  ac- 
complish this  purpose,  by  not  only  withholding 
supplies  of  the  first  necessity,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  shuttinff  up  our  market  against  the  manu- 
factures of  the. aggressors.  The  act  of  non^in- 
portation  was,  upon  certain  contingencies,  substi- 
tuted for  it,  and  it  left  the  export  trade  free,  whilst 
it  pressed  upon  the  foreign  nation,  by  an  exclu- 
sion of  her  manufactures.  In  this  respect,  he 
thought  it  a  measure  fraught  with  more  wisdom 
than  the  embargo,  which^  however,  he  had  no 
doubt  would  have  nroduced  its  efiect,  if  it  had 
been  persisted  in.  Neither  was  designed  to  im- 
pair commercial  enterprise.  Far  from  it.  The 
friends  oi  both  contemplated  the  emancipation  of 
commerce  from  its  unjust  shackles.  Commerce 
was  suspended  for  the  moment,  that  it  might  re- 
vive with  diore  freedom  and  energy.  The  bow 
was  unstrung,  that  it  might  acquire  fresh  vigor 
and  new  elasticity.  And  he  considered  that  the 
proudest  triumph  which  the  friends  of  the  restric- 
tive system  could  cf'njoy,  was  the  recent  revoca- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council — a  revocation  which 
neither  regard-  for  the  laws  of  nations,  nor  a  de- 
sire to  preserve  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
two  countries,  could  effect,  but  what  that  Tory 
pressure  produced  by  the  law  of  noo-imporiation 
had  achieved.  Yes,  the  distress,  the  cries  of  the 
manufacturers — their  haggard  looks,  produced  bf 
the  operation  of  that  law,  bad  at  length  ascended 
to  a  corrupt  Ministry,  and  occasioned  a  reluctant 
abandonment  of  those  orders.  Every  deposition 
given  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  late  ex- 
amination before  that  body^  on  this  subject,  was 
e  pancf  f  sip  on  our  iffetecdioiioB  of  British  maan* 
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ftfetiifet.  He  woold  trouUe  th%  eomiiiict«e  with 
erne  which  be  had  jnsc  laid  his  hands  Qpon*  [Her^ 
lif  r.  C.  read  the  de|M»ition  of  W.  Tbompsoo.] 
And  yet  v(te  are  now  calied  upon  to  abandon  this 
system!  We  wanted  firmness.  We  are  deficient 
in  the  rirtnes  of  patience  and  perseverance.  The 
embargo  would  nave  attained  its  object.  It  was, 
in  a  moment  of  panicj  prematurely  abandoned. 
And  now,  that  the  non^iroportation  law  has  been 
demonstraied,  by  unerring  experience,  as  capable 
of  effecting  its  original  design,  we  are  asked  to  re- 
lin<}uish  that  also.  He  feared  we  should,  in  the 
same  manner^  get  tired  of  the  war.  He  viewed 
th«  restrictive  system  as  a  powerful  auxiliary  of 
the  war.  You  may  be  defeated  by  sea  and  land. 
Tour  northwestern  army  may  be  iogloriously  sur- 
rendered, (it  did  not  become  him  here  to  say  from 
what  causes.)  In  another quarteroftheUnion  your 
army,  by  fraud  and  chicanery,  may  be  robbed  of 
ita  recruits.  The  physical  force  of  the  country 
may  be  withheld,  upon  novel  and  dangerous  con^ 
atrtictions  of  the  Constitution,  menacing  the  total 
subversion  of  Gk>vernmene.  Opposition,  trans* 
eending  all  legitimate  bounds,  may  be  carried  to 
the  very  confines,  themselves,  of  treason.  That 
base,  degenerate  spirit  may  exist,  which,  inca- 
nltble  of  patriotic  struggles  itself,  qnestions  and 


standing 

honorable  colleagues,  because  they  exhibited  the 
more  than  Roman  example  in  shouldering  their 
mnskets  and  flying  to  the  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers, against  a  most  savage  alliance.  But  if  you 
clinff  to  the  restrictive  system,  it  is  incessantly 
WfMrking  in  your  favor. 

But  his  friend  from  Bontfi  Carolina  had  con- 
tended that  we  had  thrice  this  session  decided 
against  this  system,  by  refusing  to  entertain  the 
proposition  for  an  embargo.  Mr.  C.  could  not 
agree  with  him.  He  admitted,  that  a  trade,  in 
exportation  onfy,  could  not  subsist  without  a  cor- 
r^pooding  import  trade,  either  in  specie  or  com- 
modities. But  he  deniea  that  it  must,  necessarily, 
be  in  the  forbidden  fruit — English  manufectnres. 
He  was  free  to  declare  that  the  exact  limit  to 
which  he  wished  to  see  the  export  trade  carried 
(until  our  rights  are  acknowledged)  was  the  specie 
and  commutables,  other  than  British^  ioto  which 
its  proceeds  could  be  converted.  What  that  limit 
Was,  Congress  must  determine.  It  must  be  left 
to  regulaie  itself.  He  was  opposed,  therefore,  to 
the  embargo  recently  proposed.  He  was  desir^ 
ous  that  the  merchants,  acquiescing  in  the  policy 
of  their  Gfovemment,  should  not  continue  heed- 
lessly taking  in  payment  for  their  cargoes  to  the 
Peninsula  bills  on  London — thus  placing  their 
capital  in  the  power  of  the  enemjr.  If  they  per- 
sisted in  it,  he  was  for  their  doing  it  at  their  peril. 
Takinff  nothing  but  specie,,  or  merchandise  other 
than  of  British  production,  the  restrictive  s^'stem 
wonld  distress  the  enemy,  not  onW  by  closing  an 
iitiportant  market  fot  his  manufactures,  but  by 
exhausting  his  specie.  For  whilst  he  xeeps  up 
Iris  large  armies  upon  the -Continent,  subsistence 
VOM  be  obtained  for  iheea  at  any  sacrifice,  and 


if  bills  will  not  procure  It,  specie  must  be  era- 
ployed.  A  stream  of  specie,  equal  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  the  estimated  amount  of  our 
exports  to  the  Peninsula,  continually  flowing- 
from  any  country,  would  soon  exhaust  it  of  the 
precious  metals.  Much  less  than  this  wonld  en- 
danger the  stability  of  the  paper  system  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  says, that 
the  manufacturing  class  in  that  country  is  incon- 
siderable-^that  the  American  consumption  is  not 
more  than  one-sixth  of  the  exports  of  British- 
manufactures.  My  friend's  error  consists  in  8e|>- 
arating  that  class  from,  and  carrying  it  ag^aibst, 
the  whole  mass  of  British  population.  It  is  un- 
fair/ in  estimating  its  consequence,  to  look  only 
to  the  dirided  eireet  of  which  it  is  capable,  it 
ought  to  be  viewed  as  a  co*operating  portion  of 
opposition.  In  that  country  there  will  always 
exist  an  opposition.  And  the  question  is,  what 
quantum  or  weight  will  be  thrown,  by  the  dis- 
contents of  the  maloUfacturers,  into  the  scale  of 
that  opposition,  which  is  made  up  of  the  friends  of 
Irish  emancipation,  the  friends  of  parliamentary 
reform,  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  Continental 
war,  and  that  system  of  corruption  and  borden 
of  ittrea  existing  id  that  country.  He  believed, 
if  persisted  in,  the  restrictive  system;  aiding  the 
war,  would  break  down  the  present  Ministry,  and 
lead  to  a  consequent  honorable  peace. 

The  gentleman  deplores  the' gloom  and  distress 
which  hover  over  our  cities,  and  which  he  attri- 
butes to  the  restrictive  system.  Indeed  had  a 
stranfter,  nnaeouainted  with  their  actual  eondi- 
tidn,  heard  his  lamentations,  he  would  have  con- 
cluded that  the  melancholy  state  of  ruin  which 
they  present  is  but  little  short  of  that  of  the  famed 
Balbec  and  Palmyra.  But  what  is  the  faott 
Their  growth  and  prosperity  are  without  exam- 
ple. Where  are  to  be  found  your  magnificent 
palaces-^your  splendid  equipages,  your  sumptu- 
ous villas— ^11  the  luxury  or  wealth  ?  In  these 
same  pining,  desolated  cities,  and  their  viciuitiea. 
It  was,  however,  due  to  candor  to  say,  that  per- 
haps, next  to  New  Orleans,  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton (of  which  his  friend  was  the  representative) 
has  suffered  more  than  any  other  by  the  shackles 
upon  commerce.  But  he  denied  tnat  it  resulted 
from  the  measures  of  our  Government.    No,  the 

fentleman  has  mistaken  the  cause  of  the  disease, 
t  flowed  from  the  anti-neutral  edictsw  It  prcK 
ceeded  from  cutting  ofiT  the  market  for  the  staple 
commodity  of  South  Carolina.  If  it  be  true,  as 
he  has  already  admitted  it  was,  that  an  export 
trade  could  not  exist  without  an  import  trade, 
the  converse  of  the  proposition  was  no  less  on- 
deniable.  Suppose Hhen  the  non-importation  law 
not  to  have  existed,  how  would  Charleston  or 
South  Carolina  have  been  able  to  sustain  a  trade 
in  importation  only?  Cut  off  as  she  has' been 
from  a  market  for  her  cotton,  where  wonld  she 
have  found  the  means  to  pay  for  foreign  articles  ? 
Theimmntabte  laws  of  trade  would  have  created 
for  that  State  a  natural  non-importation,  if  the 
Legi^ture  had  not  prescribed  it.  If  it  be  urged 
thai  aha  basi  enjoyed,  ia  ^hsr  >hie  and  iadlgoy 
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(though  the  culture  of  this  latter  article  has  al- 
most ceased,)  some  export  trade,  it  i$  no  less  true 
that  she  has  had  the  benefit  of  a  corresponding, 
and  probably  an  equivalent  trade  in  importation 
from  other  countries  than  Great  Britain. 

It  was  remarkable  to  observe  the  inconsistency 
of  the  opponents  of  the  restjictive  system.  Some- 
times it  was  said  to  operate  ezelasively  on  the 
mercantile  class.  Then  it  was  the  agricultural 
class  that  bore  its  whole  burden.  He  admitted 
that,  if  the  export  trade  were  limited  in  the  man- 
ner he  had  suggesied,  this  system  would  ulti- 
mately react  upon  agriculture.  It  was,  however, 
bat  a  temporary  sacrifice,  which  that  class  was 
prepared  to  make  for  the  permanent  freedom  of 
trade.  We  bad  heard  of  no  complaints,  received 
no  petitions  from  that  quarter.  The  ffreat  agri- 
cultural State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  other  similar 
sections,  were  patient  and  patriotic.  The  time 
when  it  was  proposed  to  relinquish  this  system, 
was  not  less  impolitic  than  the  proposition  itself. 
If  the  benefits  expected  from  it  were  even  doubt- 
ful, this  certainly  was  the  period  best  calculated 
to  test  its  value.  Perhaps,  at  this  moment,  the 
fate  of  the  North  of  Euro|)e  is  decided,  and  the 
French  Emperor  may  be  dictating  the  law  from 
Moscow.  The  British  trade  shut  out  from  the 
Baltic,  excluded  from  the  continent  of  Europe, 

S>ssibly  expelled  the  Black  Sea,  perishing  in 
outb  America,  its  illicit  avenue  to  the  United 
States,  through  Canada,  closed ;  was  this  the 
period  for  throwing  open  our  market^  by  aban- 
doning our  restrictive  system  ? 

He  would  next  proceed  to  examine  the  claim 
of  the  petitioners  to  relief.  And  here  he  felt' 
himself  constrained  to  acknowledge  that  he  bad 
never  been  more  embarrassed  in  the  considera- 
tion of  any  subject  whatever;  he  was  impelled, 
on  the  one  hand,  by  an  almost  irresistible  dispo- 
sition to  grant  the  relief  asked  for  ^  and,  on  the 
other,  he  had  the  strongest  conviction  of  the 
utility  of  the  restrictive  system,  and  the  necessity 
of  clinging  to  it.  The  difficulty  lay  ia  reconcil- 
ing an  act  of  liberality  to  individuals  with  the 
public  interest.  Their  case  undoubtedly  present- 
ed powerfulpretensions  to  the  Kenerositv  of  Gov- 
ernment. What  was  it?  Tne  repeal  of  our 
non-importation  law  had  been  made  to  depend 
upon  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
If  they  were  so  revoked,  or  so  modified  as  that 
they  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  the  Pres- 
ident was  required  to  declare  the  fact,  by  his 
proclamation,  and  then  our  law  ceased.  It  was 
immaterial  whether  Qreat  Britain  repealed  or 
modified  her  orders.  It  was  immaterial  what 
was  the  manner  of  repealing  or  modifying  them. 
All  that  our  law  demanded  was,  whether  the  one 
or  the  other,  in  whatever  form  the  repeal  or  mod- 
ification was  ordained,  the. repealing  or  modifying 
instrument  should  produce  a  given  effect.  It, was 
not  to  be  denied  that  the  order  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, of  the  23d  June  last,  would  have  produced 
this  'effect.  It  satisfied  our  law.  It  was  quite  a 
different  question,  whether,  independent  of  the 
law,  it  was  such  an  abandonment  of  their  system 
as  he  would  require.    He  eutertained  no  doubt 


that  it  would  have  been  the  bounden  duty  of  tha 
Chief  Magistrate,  if  the  two  countries  had  re- 
mained at  peace,  to  have  issued  the  proclamatioQ 
enjoined  by  our  law.  He  would  have  had  no 
discretion  upon  the  subject.  He  had  only  to 
look  at  the  operation  of  the  Prince  Regent's  or- 
der, and  it  was  such  as  our  law  bad  required. 
Mr.  C.  did  not  doubt  that  the  British  Government 
intended,  by  tbe  condition  with  which  it  was 
coupled,  to  ur^e  hereafter  our  implied  consent  to 
those  Orders  in  Council,  whenever  it  might  de- 
termine to  revive  them.  But  the  President  could 
not  have  been  restrained,  by  anv  such  sinister  de- 
sign, from  the  performance  ot  a  positive  duty. 
In  the  case  of  the  arrangement,  first  with  Mr. 
Erskine,  and  afterwards  with  the  French  Gov- 
ern men  t,  the  manner  in  which  the  aggressive 
edicts  of  the  respective  countries  was  discontinu- 
ed, was  far  from  beinz  unexceptionable.  The 
President,  however,  looking  to  tne  substance  of 
things,  issued  on  both  those  occasion^  his  orocla- 
mation,  and  he  was  right  in  doing  so.  Whether, 
therefore,  the  American  merchant  or  his  agent  in 
England,  prior  to  a  knowledjg^e  there  of  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  adverted  to  the  terms  of  the  law, 
the  practice  of  our  Government,  on  similar  occa- 
sions, or  the  corresuondence  between  Mr.  Monroe 
and  Mr.  Foster,  he  would  have  been  equally 
brought  to  the  conclusion  that  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Conncil  in  England,  would  have 
been  followed  by  the  repeal  here  oi  our  non- im- 
portation law*  Under  these  circumstances  ship- 
ments were  made.  And,  what  puts  the  question 
beyond  dispute,  is.  that  the  President,  in  the  Mes- 
sage delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  present  sessioui 
has  said  that  the  order  of  revocation  was  suscepti- 
ble of  explanations  satisfying  this  Gtovernment. 

Mr.  C.  thought  that,  in  all  cases,  where  the  de- 
parture of  the  vessels  from  British  ports  was  prior 
to  a  knowledge  there  of  the  war,  relief  ought  to 
be  afforded.  Official  information  of  that  event, 
it  appears,  was  received  on  the  lOlh  of  August. 
The  shipments  made,  prior  to  that  time,  were  made 
when  the  repeal  of  our  law  might  have  been  fairly 
anticipated,  and  under  ignorance  of  its  contini^ed 
existence.  A  still  stronger  class  of  cases,  is  that 
which  consists  of  purchasers  prior  to  the  2d  of 
February,  1811.  They  bought,  when  the  trade 
was  unrestricted,  and  of  course  violated  neither 
the  prohibitory  provisions  of  the  law,  nor  the 
policy  of  the  Uovernment.  When,  by  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  of  the  2d  day  of  November, 
1810,  it  became  unlawful  to  introduce  their  goods 
subsequent  to  the  2d  of  February,  they  abstained 
from  their  introduction.  While  they  ordered 
their  goods  not  to  be  shipped  from  Great  Britain, 
and.  thus  abided  by  and  conformed  to  the  law,  as 
good  citizens,  others  violated  the  law  and  intro- 
duced their  goods  after  the  2d  of  February,  1811. 
These  were  relieved  from  the  forfeitures  and  pen- 
alties which  they  had  incurred  by  the  law  of  the 
ensuing  month,  prescribing  as  the  rule  the  time 
of  departure  from  the  British  ports,  and  not  the 
arrival  in  America  of  the  vessel.  Shall  we,  then, 
thus  suffer  the  violators  of  the  law  to  escape,  and 
punish  its  observers  ? 
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With  regard  to  all  who  shipped  after  the  Istof 
August,  the  plea  of  ignorance  of  the  continuance 
of  the  non-importation  cannot  be  urged.  They 
knew  they  were  acting  contrary  to  &w.  They 
were  fully  apprized  of  the  fact,  too«  that  this 
House  had  refused,  before  the  declararion  of  war, 
to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  law.  They  were, 
^  probabljr,  also  informed  that,  after  that  event, 
.propositions  to  repeal  and  modify  it  were  reject- 
'^d.  The  state  of  war  itself  rendered  the  trade 
unlawful.  It  was  in  vain  to  say  they  did  not  in- 
tend to  violate  the  law.  It  was  a  palpable,  wilful, 
undisguised  violation.  Remit  the  forfeitures  in 
their  case,  and  your  law  is  virtually  repealed. 
What  is  the  present  course  of  the  trade,  said  Mr. 
C,  to  the  Peninsula?  It  is  to  place  American 
capital  in  Great  Britain,  which  is  constantly  ac- 
cumulating.there.  Its  return  can  only  be  efiected 
in  iiritish  commodities.  Having  said  to  one  class 
<it  shippers,  after  the  war,  that  they  shall  be  ex- 
onerated, bow  will  you  hereafter  refuse  another 
'when  they  shall  present  themselves  before  you? 
Precedents  are  dangerous.  The  human  mind,  in 
astateofdiflSculty  and  embarrassment,  was  prone 
to  take  refuge  under  them.  Remit,  in  all  cases, 
as  had  been  contended  for,  and  you  let  in  a  flood, 
'  deluging  the  empire  of  the  law.  against  which 
your  utmost  wisdom  and  sagacity  will  be  unable 
to  provide  a  competent  embankment. 

As  to  the  terms  on  which  relief  was  to  be  af- 
forded or  withheld,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  conditions.  The  law 
ought  to  be  enforced  or  not.    He  thought  a  com- 

fTomise  in  the  case  dangerous  and  undignified, 
ndeed  he  felt  shocked  at  the  idea  of  an  equiva- 
lent. Already  are  our  laws  too  openly  violated 
or  fraudulently  eluded.  Shall  we  degrade  them 
still  further  by  carrying  them  into  tne  market^ 
and  fixing;  a  price  upon  their  violation  ?  Extend 
the  principle  of  an  equivalent  from  cases  of  pro- 
hibition merely  to  instances  of  moral  turpituae — 
to  felony  and  homicide — and  every  gentleman 
will  see  its  enormity.  No.  sir,  let  us  not  pollute 
our  hands  with  this  weltgild. 

The  proposed  equivalent  contemplates  taking 
from  the  merchant  his  extraordinary  profit,  leav' 
inghim  the  ordinary  profit;  fixing,  therefore,  a  rule 
for  future  violations.  Now,  the  ordinary  profit 
is  exactly  that  with  whrch  the  merchant,  in  a 
regular  course  of  trade,  will  be  contented.  He 
will  trade  with  alacritv  under  the  firm  of  the 
United  States  &  Co.,  it  you  will  leave  him  his 
customary  profits,  taking  only  the  excess.  But 
he  would  ask.  if  the  firm  gets  into  complete  oper- 
ation, what  would  become  of  the  extra  profit? 
Holding  the  opinion  that  he  did  in  favor  of  the 
law  of  non-importation,  he  felt  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  defending  it  no  less  against  the  open 
assaults  of  its  avowed  enemies,  than  tlie  efiects 
of  the  principle  contended  for  by  its  professed 
friends.  He  was  alone  the  solitary — he  feared 
feeble — advocate  of  the  law.  The  consequence 
of  a  general  remission  of  the  forfeitures  was  its 
virtual  repeal.  The  consequence  also  of  the 
equivalent  contended  for,  by  fixing  as  a  standard 
the  extraordinary  profit,  was  its  virtual  repeal 


He  was  for  a  remissipo  io  the  specified  cases, 
where  remission  appeared  to  him  to  be  due.  He 
was  for  an  enforcement  of  the  law  in  all  other 
cases.  He  was  opposed  to  the  establishment  of 
a  principle  which,  if  practised  upon,  and  he  did 
not  see  how  it  was  not  to  be,  if  once  adapted,  under 
the  delusive  idea  of  taking  the  extraordinary 
profit,  most  completely  prostrated  the  law. 

But  this  principle  of  an  equivalent  was  unjust, 
or  impracticable  in  operation.  One  merchant 
has  imported  a  gainful  cargo,  another  a  losing 
one.  The  same  merchant  has  imported  one  par- 
cel of  merchandise  on  which  he  has  made  profit, 
and  another  on  which  he  has  sustained  a  loss; 
will  you  estimate  the  profit  only,  or  take  into 
view  both  profit  and  loss?  How  can  you  adapt 
any  general  rule  to  this  variety  of  cases  ?  Again : 
The  extraordinary  profits  made  upon  the  late  im- 
portations result  from  the  demand  being  greater 
than  the  supply.  They  will  be  divided  between 
the  importer,  the  jobber,  and  the  retailer.  Will 
each  be  compelled  to  relinquish  his  portion? 
And  if  not.  upon  what  principle  of  equality  can 
YOU  take  from  the  one  and  not  the  other  ?  If  it 
be  urged,  that  the  imnorters  only  have  violated 
the  law,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the  others  are 
in  the  condition  of  accessaries  after  the  fact. 

He  would  touch  an  incidental  question  which 
had  been  started,  and  cease  with,  he  feared,  his 
unprofitable  discourse.  It  had  been  questioned, 
whether  Congress  had  the  power  to  remit  the 
moiety  of  forfeitures  claimed  by  the  officers  mak- 
ing the  seizure.  The  law  which  creates  the  for- 
feiture, reserves  the  unqualified  power  of  remit- 
ting the  whole  or  any  part.  It  is  true,  that  it 
has  vested  that  power,  for  convenience  sake,  in 
the  Secretary  of^  the  Treasury.  Congress  may, 
however,  abolish  that  office  entirely,  and  place 
ail  its  functions  in  some  new  institution,  or,  with' 
out  abolishing  the  office,  it  may  transfer  the  re- 
mitting power,  or  resume  it  themselves.  In  all 
these  instances,  it  would  be  a  mere  change  of 
tribunaL  The  principles  which  would  guide  in 
a  decision  of  the  question  of  remission,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  would  be  those  of  justice,  and  that 
is  all  the  parlies  affected  have  a  right  to  expect. 
If  there  be  cases  in  England,  where  the  Crown 
is  supposed  not  to  be  authorized  to  remit  the  in- 
former's part  of  a  penalty,  he  apprehended,  on 
investigation,  it  would  be  found  to  proceed  from 
the  power  of  remission  not  being  reserved  lo  the 
Government  in  the  law  denouncing  the  penalty, 
as  it  is  in  our  laws.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  submit- 
ting the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  as  far  as  respects  the  case  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  who  purchased  goods,  wares* 
and  jnerchandise,  the  growth,  production,  or  manufac- 
ture of  Great  Britain,  prior  to  the  2d  of  February, 
1811,  and  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  shipped 
similar  goods  between  the  23d  day  of  iuue  and  the 
first  day  of  August,  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  re- 
lieved by  a  remission  of  the  forfeitures  and  penalties 
which  they  have  incurred,  upon  payment  of  legal 
costs ;  and  that  on  alt  other  cases  of  the  petitioners,  a 
recovery  of  the  (brfeitarea  and  penalties  incurred  ought 
to  be  enforced. 
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Mr.  McKiM  saicL  I  beg  the  iodalgeoce  of  the 
committee,  while  1  offer  a  few  observations  on 
the  subject  uoder  consideration.  I  would  not 
have  troubled  the  Committee  with  any  remarks 
on  the  subject  that  has  already  been  fully  and 
ably  discussed,  did  I  not  see  principles  contended 
for  that,  in  my  judgment,  must  lead  to  an  erro« 
neous  decision.  Under  these  impressions.  I  deem 
it  a  duty  I  owe  my  constituents  not  to  suffer  a 
question  to  be  taken  iti  which  their  interests  are 
so  deeply  concerned,  without  presenting  my  views 
to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman, in  considering  the  question  im- 
mediately before  the  Committee,  whether  we  will 
adopt  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  refer  the  petKioners  back  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  the  whole  merit  of  the 
petition  is  brought  into  view;  and  another  ques- 
tion is  presented  to  the  mind,  namely — whether, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  peti- 
tioners have  committed  such  an  offence  against 
the  laws  as  will  authorize  an  exaction  of  the  pen- 
alties? and  to  this  point  my  observations  will 
principally  be  directed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  view  I  take  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  discard  all  calculations  on  the  profits  of  the 
petitioners,  as  having  no  beai'in^  on  the  question  to 
be  decided.  The  profits  go  with  the  ownership 
of  the  goods  that  produce  them;  and,  whether 
the  profits  were  great  or  small,  it  can  have  no 
effect  in  deciding  a  question  of  right  between  an 
individual  and  the  Government.  It  has,  indeed, 
been  intimatod,  'that  the  extraordinary  profits 
made  by  the^  petitioners  on  these  goods,  accrued 
from  the  existence  of  the  non-importation  law, 
which  precluded  any  serious  competition  in  the 
market;  and  therefore  it  is  reasonable  that  the 
petitioners  should  yield  up  to  the  Government  the 
extraordinary  pronts  so  accruing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  does  not  appear  to  me  a  cor^ 
rect  view  of  the  subject.  The  law  was  not  passed 
or  the  benefit  of  the  petitioners,  but  for  the  pub- 
lic good;  and  ifiodividuals  have  accidentally  de- 
rived ap  extraordinary  profit  from  the  existence 
of  a  law  pa:«sed  for  the  public  good,  they  are  en- 
titled to  hold  it.  But  the  rule,  to  be  good,  must 
work  both  ways.  If  it  be  just  to  take  from  the 
petitioners  the  increased  profits  that  have  accrued 
frora  the  existence  of  one  restrictive  law,  then  it 
will  be  just  to  indemnify  them  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  operation  of  other  restrictive  laws  ; 
and,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  balance  will 
be  largely  against  the  Government.  I  cannot  de- 
cide this  question  by  the  counting-house  princi- 
ple of  profit  and  loss ;  but  by  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice, and  of  national  policy,  it  roust  be  all  or  noth- 
iog-^ihere  must  be  a  forfeiture  or  a  release. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  petitioners  come  before 
Congress  as  violators  of  the  law ;  they  confess 
that  they  have  imported  goods  that  were  prohibited 
by  law ;  and,  unless  circumstances  can  be  shown 
that  will  bear  their  case  out  of  the  general  prin- 
ciple, the  penalties  of  the  law  must  be  inflicted. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  pass  an  act  of  grace  in  their 
xavor,  ii  they  be  guilty.  But  if  they  have  inbur- 
ed  penalties  without  guilt,  I  am  ready^aa  far  as 


my  vote  will  go,  to  relieve  tbem.  What,  thea» 
were  the  circumstances  under  which  the  petition- 
ers imported  these  goods?  and  what  were  the 
motives  that  induced  them  to  import  goods  pro- 
hibited by  law? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  answer  this  question  by  a 
concise  history  of  the  transaction  :  The  petition- 
ers had  their  property  in  England  to  a  large 
amount — to  an  amount  that  in  many  instances,  if 
lost,  would  be  ruinous  to  them — a  war  with  Eng- 
lana  was  confidently  expected  to  be  on  the  point 
of  breaking  out.  Tne^  saw  their  properly  in  dan- 
ger of  confiscation  if  it  remained  in  the;  enemy's 
country ;  and  if  not  confiscated,  that  it  muiit  re- 
main there  during  the  period  of  the  war.  In 
either  case  they  could  see  nothing  but  ruin.  And 
if  they  brought  their  property  home  in  the  face 
of  the  law,  it  could  not  be  wors^e  with  them— it 
could  only  be  ruin.  In  this  diflSculty  and  choice 
of  dangers-,  the  property  was  shipped ;  the  petin 
tioners  chose  rather  to  rely  on  their  owp  Govern- 
ment for  favor  and  indulgence  than  on  the  enemy. 
These  goods  had  been  ordered  upwards  of  two 
years  ago;  and  remittances  made,  in  payment  of 
a  large  portion  of  them,  when  it  was  lawful  to 
order,  and  to  pay  for  goods  in  that  country:  but 
they  were  prevented  irom  getiins;  them  home  by 
the  non-importation  act.  On  the  23d  of  June 
last,  the  British  Orders  in  Council  were  revoked; 
and  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  non  im- 
portation act  would  cease  with  such  revocation. 
The  case  was  pressing  with  the  petitioners;  the 
apprehension  of  war  was  great ;  and  the  agents 
of  the  petitioners  in  England,  without  waiting  to 
know  whether  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  was  satisfactory  to  this  Governmeni, 
shipped  the  goods;  but,  before  they  arrived,  war 
bad  intervened ;  the  non^importatjon  act  was  not 
repeated,  and  the  goods  were  seized  on  their  arri- 
val in  this  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  goods,  while  in  England, 
were  in  the  hands  of  agents  tnere,  and  subject  to 
their  disposal ;  they  were  out  of  the  power  and 
control  of  the  American  owners.  The  owners 
had  po  agency  in  giving  them  that  direction  that 
wrought  the  forfeiture  contended  for;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  American  owners  (the  petitioners)  did 
everything  that  was  in  their  power  to  prevent  a 
violation  of  the  law.  Their  uniform  instructions 
to  their  agents  were,  not  to  ship  their  goods  to  this 
country  while  the  Orders  in  Council  remained  in 
force ;  for,  as  I  have  already  said,  it  was  understood 
that  the  non-importation  law  would  cease  with  the 
revocation  of  these  orders.  In  addition  to  the 
testimony  referred  to.  by  the  Committee  in  their 
report,  going  to  prove  the  respect  for  the  laws, 
that  governed  the  conduct  of  the  petitioners  in 
this  transaction,  I  beg  leave  to  read,  frpm  a  report 
of  the  examinations  in  Parliament  on  the  subject 
of  the-  Orders  in  Council,,  sundry  letters  from 
American  merchants,  all  which  forbid  the  ship- 
Inent  of  their  goods,  until  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  repealed.  These  letters,  written  without  any 
view  to  have  a  bearing  on  the  cjuesiion  before  this 
Committee,  brought  forward  in  another  country, 
and  for  another  purpose,  is  evidence  of  a  high 
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drartetpr ;  and,  xo  far  as  it  goes,  tends  to  acquit 
the  petitioners  of  *hinv  intentioD  to  introduce  these 
goods  in  Tiolaticn  or  the  laws  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  these  goods  were  not  attempted 
to  be  smuggled  into  the  country ;  no,  they  came 
boldly,  in  confidence  that  the  prohibition  of  Brit- 
ish manufactures  had  ceased  with  the  rcTocation 
of  the  Orders  in  Council;  and  in  eonfidence,  that 
if  the  prohibition  had  not,  by  any  formal  act,  been 
repealed,  their  foods,  fleeing  from  the  grasp  of 
the  enemy,  would  not  be  confiscated  on  entering 
their  own  country.  Was  it  a  crime  for  the  petition- 
ers thus  to  wicharaw  their  property,  on  the  event 
of  a  war,  from  the  enemy's  country,  where  it  was 
lU  such  danger  of  being  lost  to  the  owners ;  where 
it  might  have  been  employed  by  the  enemy  to 
carry  on  a  war  against  us;  and  to  place  it  ia 
their  own  country,  where  it  has  yielded  a  hand- 
some revenue  to  the  Qovernment;  and  where  it 
may  otherwise  be  usefully  employed  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  nation  7  Surely  this  was  not  a  crime. 
And  I  would  ask,  is  there  an  honorable  gentleman 
in  this  House,  that  would  not  have  pursued  the 
same  course,  under  similar  circumstances  ?  And 
shall  we  punish  others  for  what  we,  under  similar 
circumstances,  would  have  thought  it  right  to 
have  done?  I  hope  not.  There  is  in  the  whole 
of  this  transaction  a  want  of  that  intention  to 
comnrit  a  crime  that  is  essential  to  the  very  na- 
ture of  guilt ;  and  without  guilt,  I  hope  the  Ameri- 
can Government  will  not  set  the  example  of  in- 
flicting punishment.  It  is  the  intention,  or  mo- 
tive, that  marks  the  character  of  an  act ;  and  not 
the  act  itself.  If  I  break  into  a  house  with  in- 
tention to  commit  a  crime,  (say  murder  or  rob- 
bery,) the  very  act  of  breaking  into  the  bouse  is 
a  crime  punishable  by  the  laws,  although  the 
murder  or  robbery  was  noi  committed.  But  if 
the  house  be  on  fire,,  and  I  break  in  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saving  the  family,  or  to  prevent  the 
apread  of  that  destructive  element,  h  will  be  no 
crime;  no  punishment  will  be  inflicted,  because 
there  was  no  intention  to  do  a  oh'minal  act.  And 
the  petitioners  appear  beforethis  committee  under 
circumstances  equally  free  from  guilt,  and  equally 
entitled  to  be  exempt  from  punishment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  true  that  the  letter  of 
the  law  has  been  broken,  goods  have  been  brought 
into  the  country  contrary  to  its  provisions ;  but 
under  such  circumstances  of  necessity,  such  ap- 
prehensions of  ruin  to  the  owners,  if'  they  were 
not  brought;  and  with  such  purity  of  intention 
on  their  part,  as  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  avoid 
the  penalties.  The  case  of  the  American  ship 
Horizon  will  be  remembered.  At  a  time  when 
British  manufactures  were  prohibited  in  France, 
this  ship,  laden  with  British  manufactures,  was 
thrown  on  the  coast  of  France  by  an  act  of  Provi- 
dence— where  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  confis- 
cated, under  the  prohibitory  decree.  Gentlemen 
wUl  remember  the  universal  indignation  that 
was  excited  by  this  inhuman  act.  It  is  true  that 
the  goods  were  not  brought  into  this  country  by 
an  act  of  Providence;  but  the  owners  generally 
had  as  little  agency  in  bringing  them  in,  as  the 
owaer*  of  the  Hori2on  had  in  casting  that  ship  on 


the  coast  of  France.  I  hope  the  American  Gov* 
ernment  will  not  sanction  a  procedure  so  nearly 
assimilated  to  one  on  which  we  have  bestowed 
80  much  censure. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  ask,  what  is  there  in  this 
transaction  that  will  warrant  a  forfeiture  of  the 
petitioners'  property,  thus  brought  into  the  coun- 
try, notwithstanding  the  non-importation  law 
was  not  repealed  ?  The  whole  or  the  business 
was  transacted  by  agents  in  England,  over  whose 
acts  the  American  owners  could  have  no  control. 
No  fraud  was  intended,  no  crime  was  committed, 
no  injury  was  done  to  the  public  or  to  individ- 
uals— both  were  benefited.  But  the  law  was 
broken.  How?  By  the  entry  into  our  ports  of 
goods,  American  property,  drawn  from  the  ene- 
my's country  on  the  eve  of  war,  under  appre- 
hensions of  seizure,  and  fleeing  as  it  were  from 
the  grasp  of  the  enemy.  These  goods,  if  they 
had  remained  in  the  enemy's  country,  might  have 
been  turned  against  us,  they  might  have  been 
converted  into  a  means  of  carrying  on  the  war. 
They  have  been  brought  home,  and  have  yielded 
a  lar^e  sum  to  the  revenue;  and  otherwise  have 
contributed  to  the  convenience  and  resources  of 
the  public  and  of  individuals;  and  shall  property 
brought  into  the  country,  under  circumstances 
of  such  necessity,  and  apprehension  of  danger,  be 
forfeited?  I  hope  not.  I  hope  the  Representa- 
tives of  a  free  people  will  never  sanction  a  pro- 
cedure so  cruel,  not  to  say  unjust. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  may  oe  asked,  what  objection 
can  there  be  to  a  reference  of  this  case  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  existing 
law  empowering  him  to  mitigate  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  as  proposed  by  the  Committee  or 
Ways  and  Means?  Although  I  have  the  highest 
respect  for  the  honorable  Secretary,  and  no  gen- 
tleman, I  am  siire,  has  greater  confidence  in  his 
integrity  and  talents  than  I  have,  yet,  as  he  has 
declinea  to  act  in  the  business,  and  the  petition- 
ers have  thought  proper  to  bring  their  case  be- 
fore Congress,  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  their  complaint,  and  refer  them 
back  to  the  Secretary  or  to  any  other  tribunal. 
I  am  disposed  to  decide  on  their  case.  I  do  not 
think  it  wise^or  compatible  with  the  principles 
of  our  civil  institutions  to  leave  cases  of  such 
magnitude  to  the  decision  of  one  man,  however 
wise,  capable,  and  virtuous,  he  may  be;  he  may' 
err ;  a  degree  of  imperfection  attaches  to  human 
nature  in  its  best  and  most  improved  state.  In 
most  of  the  States,  it  has  been  thought  expedient 
to  limit  the  sum  on  which  an  individual  might 
legally  decide  to  a  mere  trifle.  Few,  if  any,  of 
the  States,  suffer  the  amount  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars to  be  decided  on,  without  a  jury  of  twelve 
men  ;  and  will  this  Committee,  in  a  case  amount* 
iog  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  involving 
the  fate  of  an  entire  class  of  citizens,  turn  it  over 
to  the  decision  of  one  man  ?   I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  distinction  has  been  set  up 
between  cases  or  goods  shipped  before  a  know- 
ledge of  the  war  in  England,  and  those  shipped 
after  a  knowledge  of  that  event.  To  my  view 
there  is  little  difference  between  these  classes ; 


30» 


mSTORT  OF  OOKGUtBSB. 


aio 


Decbmbbh,  1818". 


IL#vR. 


snA  the  latter  clan  appears  to  die  fke  oiott-eiili- 
tied  to  iadiilgeoce.  Tlie  principal  rtasen  for  a 
release  of  the  penalties  ia  tbe  former  ease,  is  the 
apprehension  of  danger,  under  which  the  ^oods 
were  shipped ;  and  this  danger  was  not  dimin- 
ished by  a  knowledge  that  war  had  taken  flaco; 
on  the  contrary  it  was  increased  5  what  was  ap* 
prebended  in  the  former  ease,  was  realised  in  the 
latter;  war  had  broken  oat,  and  the  petitioners' 
property,  lyinff  in  the  enemy's  country,  was  ex- 
posed to  all  the  dangers  that  result  from  a  state 
of  w^r.  I  cannot  agree  to  this  distinction  as  a 
principle  of  decision.  If  a  disltnctton  is  to  lie 
made,  it  onght  to  operate  00  pnrehases  made  after 
a  knowledge  of  the  war,  and  not  on  the  shipment. 
Bot  I  do  not  think  a  line  can  well  be  drawn* 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  intimnted  that  tbe 
petitioners  hare  coTered  the  forfettores  in  the 
sales  of  their  goods ;  that  they  have  sold  at  prices 
that  will  enatMe  them  to  pay  the  forfeitures  f  chat 
they  have  in  this  indirect  manner  levied •  tax  on 
the  consumers,  in  the  amonnt  of  their  respective 
proportions  of  the  forfeiture,  and  that  it  would  be 
nnjust  to  remit  the  forfeitures  to  the  petitioners, 
and  again  tax  tbe  consumers  fbr  nsoney  to.  meet 
the  expenses  of  tbe  Qovernment.  I  do  not  think 
that  statement  correct ;  I  do  not  think  the  forfeit* 
ores  have  generally  been  covered  by  the  sales ; 
but  if  they  were,  I  would  observe,  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  also  consumers,  that  they  live  gene- 
rally in  commercial  cities,  that  they  raise  noth-* 
ing  from  the  soil  for  the  clothing  or  provision  of 
their  famiKes,  and  of  coarse  consume  largely  of 
imported  articles,  and  as  eonstrmers  have  borne 
their  full  proportion  of  tbe  forfeitures,  and  will 
participate  on  equal  terms  with  others  in  any  new 
tax  that  may  be  laid. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  observed,  that  a  re- 
lease dl  the  penalties  in  this  case  would  break 
down  the  restrictive  system  on  which  so  much 
reliance  has  been  placed.  That  we  could  not, 
after  such  release,  exact  penalties  from  others 
who  may  hereafter  contravene  the  laws.  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  see  the  force  of  this  objectton  ;  the 
petitioners  have  a  claim  to  indulgence  that  can- 
not agafn  be  set  op  ;  their  goods  were  brought 
into  the  country  under  an  impression  ot  an  im- 
mediate war,  to  get  them  out  of  the  enemy's 
Eower,  and  under  a  persnision  that  our  pro- 
ibitory  law  bad  ceased  to  operate. ,  These  are 
circumstances  that  cannot  again  happen,  and  that 
plead  loudly  in  favor  of  the  petitioners  ;  the  dan* 
ger  is  now  known;  none  can  fall  into  it  unawares; 
none  can  hereafter  plead  a  like  necessity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  under  every  view  I  have  been 
able  to  take  of  the  subject,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  petitioners  are  certainly  entitled  to  relief,  and 
under  this  impression  I  am  disposed  to  give  my 
vote  against  the  report  of  the  committee,  an.d'if 
the  proposition  mentioned  by  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  that  committee,  for  a  general  release  in 
all  eases  of  American  property,  shall  be  bronght 
forward,  I  will  give  it  my  firm  support: 

At  3  o'clock  tiie  Committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjournedk 


TuBSOAT,  December  6^ 

Another  member,  viz :  from  Virginia,  Williah 
Ai  BcRWicLi^  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Cbeveb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  wbom  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^  making  an  appropriation 
to  defray  expenses  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred, 
under  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  de- 
tachment from  the  militia  of  the  United  States," 
reported  tbe  agreement  of  the  committee  to  the 
said  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  then  read,  and  concur- 
red in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKee,  the  letter  from  the ' 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  3d  of  July,  1812,  enclo- 
sing his  report  on  the  memorial  of  William  Lam- 
bert of  Virginia,  relating  to  a  first  meridian  for  the 
United  States,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise.  Mr. 
Mitchill,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Setbert,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kee, and  Mr.  Calhoun,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poinoexter,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what,  amendments  are  necessary  to  the  acts  ex- 
tending jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Su- 
perior Courts  of  the  several  Territories  of  the ' 
United  States,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise ;  and  Mr.  Poindexter,  Mr.  Iiyneman, 
and  Mr.  SutroeSi  were  appointed  the  committee. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbbveo,  the  House  agaiti 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
on  the  merchants'  petition. 

Mr.  WiOGERT. — Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been 
several  days  on  this  business  of  tbe  bonds^  and 
the  ehief  of  your  time  has  been  taken  up  ra  an 
investigation  of  the  merchants'  accounts,  and  ex- 
amining letters,  to  prove  their  loss  and  gain;  this 
appears  to  me  to  be  raising  a  phantom  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  our  valor  in  fighting  it.  What 
possible  bearing  can  this  calculation  have  on  the 
question  before  the  House,  except  to  ascertain 
how  much  the  merchant  could  afford  to  give  to 
be  let  off,  dnd  thence  by  establishing  the  price  for 
the  crime  of  which,  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  say, 
the  merchant  is  guilty.  Sir,  are  you  willing  to 
take  seven  years,  and  average  the  Joss  and  gain ; 
are  yon  willing  to  restore  to  wealth  and  affluence 
tbe  thousand  merchants  who  have  become  bank- 
rupt by  venturing  to  sea  ?  The  answer  will  be, 
No— and  A  very  proper  one.  Government  ought 
to  have  nothiag  to  do  with  the  loss  of  the  mer- 
chant; in  this  all  will  agree.  Will  not  the  same 
reasoning  apply  as  to  his  gain  ?  It  appears  to  me 
it  will.  What  assistance  does  Oovernment  give 
the  merchant  now?  Not  a  single  convoy,  even 
aloi)^  shore  ;  not  in  a  single  instance  have  their 
vessels  or  property  been  convoked  ;  they  are  left 
to  their  fate.  They  launch  off  into  an  ocean  of 
uncertainty;  their  adventures  have  given  you 
five  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  without  which 
you  must  have  resorted  to  a  land  tax  to  support 
^  your  war.    The  honorable  Speaker,  yesterday^ 
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when  on  the  floor,  alihoatfh  hr  rentftttn^  in  part, 
thought  he  most  be  in  fasbion,  and  give  the  mer- 
chants  a  shot,  as  he  passed.  In  answer  to  the 
gentiemaa  from  South  Carol iqa,  who  had  men- 
tioned the  distress  of  the  seaports,  he  pointed  you 
to  their  rich  furniture  and  costly  equipage.  Here, 
I  thought,  the  honorable  Speaser  had  forgotten 
himself,  for  if  that  was  to  be  the  criterion  by 
which  to  squeeze  money  from  the  citizens,  the 
Bpeaker  would  be  squeezed  ver^  hard,  for  I  know 
of  no  man  who  rolls  on  the  wheels  of  luxury  in 
more  magnificent  style  than  does  the  honorable 
Speaker.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  when 
the  question  was  brought  before  the  House,  to 
allow  the  importation  of  British  goods,  I  was  op- 
posed to  it,  because  I  then  thought  it  was  impolitic 
in  the  extreme  to  relieve  England  in  a  case  which, 
of  all  others,  most  distressed  her,  that  of  confining 
her  maoufacUires  at  home.  In  the  present  case 
the  goods  are  here,  and  whether  you  take  the  ad- 
Tanta^e  of  the  bonds  or  not,  remit  or  not,  it  is  im- 
material to  the  British  manufacturer ;  he  has  got 
pay  for  them ;  no  advantage,  therefore,  which 
you  may  take  of  the  bonds  can  injure  your  ene- 
my, except  in  those  instances  where  the  British 
merchant  mav  have  coo sij^ned  to  orders,  in  which 
case,  1  am  willing  to  admit,  they  are  British  foods 
until  delivered,  if  shipped  by  a  British  subject. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  wa&  up,  in 
support  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  after  he 
had  read  over  many  letters  from  the  merchants' 
counting  nooms  and  compared  them,  and  attempt- 
ed to  show  their  disagreements,  but  to  no  porpoae, 
from  the  goodness  of  his  heart  he  was  pleased  to 
carry  the  merchants  into  a.  court  of  chancery  to 
examine  their  errors,  in  a  case  that  could  have  no 
possible  bearing  on  the  question  before  the  House. 
Sir,  I  ask  for  the  merchant  no  such  favor;  lam  wil- 
ling they  should  be  tried  by  the  rigid  rules  of  law, 
not  the  mere  letter  of  the  law, 'but  according  to 
the  spirit  and  true  meaning  thereof;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  I  am  willing  to  take  the  highest  crime 
the  law  knows  of^  homicide :  A  man  is  found 
dead  in  the  street,  a  coroner's  jury  js  summoned 
to  inquire  how  the  man  came  by  his  death,  they 
bring  in  a  verdict  for  wilful  murder,  the  perpetrar 
tor  is  taken,  the  grand  jury  indict  for  wilful  mur- 
der. Here,  then,  were  no  further  pnweeding  to 
be  had  in  the  case,  the  perpetrator  must  receive 
sentence  of  death.  Both  these  juries  have  acted 
according  to  the  letter  of  the  law.  But  he  has 
another  chance  for  his  life  before  an  impartial 

i'ury,  where  he  has  a  right  to  cballen|e  all  whom 
le  may  think  has  aught  against  him,  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-four,  without  giving  a  reason, 
and  as  many  men  as  he  can  give  to  the  court 
good  reasons  for  challenging.  Sir,  I  think  if  the 
merchants  had  the  same  right  here,  it  would  leave 
a  very  thin  House. 

The  jury  is  empannelled — this  jury  is  to  tty 
the  cause,  according  to  law  and  the  evidence 
given  them.  This  1  call  the  spirit  and  intention 
of  the  law.  In  this  action  the  jury  may  give 
either  of  their  verdicts — if  the  killing  was  with- 
out excuse,  they  may  give  a  verdict  of  guilty  ;  if« 
though  violently  atucked,  it  appears  to  the  jury 


that  the  prisoner  miffbt  ha va  escaped  without  kill- 
ing his  aaaaHant,  tney  may  give  a  verdict  for 
manslaugbierf  or,  if  necessary  to  the  saving  his 
own  life,  the  prisoner  killed  his  assailant,  they 
may  give  a  verdict  of  not  guihy :  it  being  what 
the  law  calls  excusable  homicide.  And  this  doc- 
trine of  exentable  homicide  has  been  carried  much 
further.  If  a  man  in  the  street  is  pursued  hj  a 
person,  who,  he  thinks,  has  a  design  to  kill  or  in- 
jure him,  he  may  turn  and  kill  his  pursuer  $  and, 
Miough  OB  trial  it  turns  out  in  evidence  that  the 
pnrsner  was  innocent,  if  it  appears  to  tlie  jury 
that  ^y  circumstance  or  situation  in  whlcii  the 
prisoner  stood,  immediately  antecedent  to  the 
Killitt|[^  be  had  good  grounds  or  reason  for  his 
suspicion,  they  may  give  in  their  verdict  not  guil- 
ty .*-  this  being,  according  to  the  spirit  of  thelaw, 
excusable  homicide.  This  last  case  will,  1  appre- 
hend, be  thought,  by  somoW  my  hearers,  a  very 
ettraordiaary  one ;  but  I  will  put  a  case  which, 
in  a  moaient,  will  convince  them :  A  man,  hav- 
ing lon^  blaok  hair,  paints  himself  like  an  Indian, 
to  prevent  their  shootinff  him  as  he  passes  them 
in  ambush ;  in  his  travelling  through  a  wood,  he 
hears  an  Indian  yall;  he  starts:  in  his  flight  is 
discovered  by  a  white  man  ahead,  who^  thinking^ 
hinucJf  pursued  by  an  Indian,  shoots  him  dead  on 
the  spot }  will  not  every  man  excuse  hioi  ? 

Will  tiiis  Committee  refuse  the  merchant  as 
fair  a  chance  as  they  would  give  to  a  man  indict- 
ed foe  aourder?  Kind  Heaven,  forbid  it!  It 
cannot  be  eo^ — this  Temple  of  Freedom  cannot  so 
soon  be  thus  polluted.  Sufier  me,  then,  to  state 
the  case  of  the  merchants;  and  to  show  to  this 
Commitlee  that  they  are  not  guilty  of  those  fac- 
tious and  treasonable  actions,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  was  pleased  to»  men- 
tion on  Saturday,  in  the  course  of  iiis  observa- 
tionSb  But  here  I  would  remark  that  the  gentle- 
mim  from  Pennsylvania  acknowledges  himeelf  to 
have  been  in  an  error  last  session,  in  voting  to  ad- 
mit British  goods,  and  has  asked  pardon  of  his 
coBstitoents  for  the  6rror  he  has  committed.  I 
have  BO  doubt  the  gentleman  then  acted  from  the 
purest  motives,  and  was  as  sure  theq  that  he  was 
doitig  ri^ht,  as  he  is  now ;  but,  having  detected 
himself  in  an  error  last  session^  he  ought  to  rec- 
ollect that,  what  has  been  maybe  again;  and, 
however  sanguine  tbeg^ntleman  may  now  be,  that 
he  is  right,  in  thie  opinion  he  has  formed  against 
the  merchants,  let  him  remember  that  the  apostle 
Paul,  through  his  over-zeal,  thought  he  was  doing 
God  service  when  he  persecuted  the  church  of 
Christ.  I  mention  these  things  to  show  how  lia- 
ble mankind  are  to  ierr,  and  how  careful  we  ought 
to  be  when  deciding  on  cases  of  great  magnitude 
—we  ought  to  divest  ourselves  of  all  interested 
motives,  hear  patiently,  and  decide,  with  candor. 
The  tax  of  the  planter  ought  never  to  have  been 
brought  into  this  debate.  These  are  considera- 
tions foreign  from  the  question  before  the  House. 
The  real  question  before  the  House  is,  has  the 
merchant  violated  the,  true  spirit  and  meaning  oi 
the  laws  of  his  country  ?  I  wish  to  be  understood 
as  meaning  those  only  who  are  American  citi- 
zens, and  who  imported  only  their  own  properly  j 
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for  those,  I  plead  not  guilty.  I  will  endeafor  to 
shovir  that  they  are  as  innocent  as  the  man  who 
killed  his  pursuer.  As  to  a  ▼iolatioo  of  the  Don- 
importation  law — if  such  a  law  eiisted — sir,  the 
oon-importatiOD  law  wds  made  to  injure  Eag- 
land,  and  to  compel  her  to  do  us  justice  without 
resorting  to  arms — it  did  not  answer  the  purpose 
— we  were  obliged  to  declare  war,  and,  in  the  act 
declaring  war,  T  am  of  opinion  that  the  non-im- 
portation law  was  absorbed  or  merged.  If  so^ 
there  can  be  no  Tiolation  of  a  dead  letter.  To 
import,  means  to  bring  in ;  the  law  allnded  to  was 
made  to  preTent  the  bringing  In  British  maoo- 
factured  goods.  When  you  declared  war,  efery 
armed  ship«  public  and  private,  had  a  right,  by 
the  laws  of  urar,  to  bring  in  all  kinds  of  goods 
maDufaetot'ed  in  Great  Britain  or  her  .dependen- 
cies;  and,  unless  you  can  show  that  the  non-im- 
portation law  Is  saved  by  some  clause  in  the  act 
declaring  war,  it  is  superseded  $  and,  if  so,  the 
citizens  nave  a  right  by  treaty  to  bring  in  their 

F roper ty  for  a  given  time  after  the  war.  But,  sir, 
will  consider  the  case  in  another  point  of  view  \ 
and,  if  you  please,  say  the  war  did  not  do  away 
the  non-impK>rtation  law,  which  was,  as  I  before 
observed,  made  to  injure  England.  Would  she 
be  injured  by  buying  her  goods,  and  paying  for 
them,  and  leaving  them  within  her  reach,  that 
she  might,  after  being  once  paid,  seize  them,  and 
thus  make  a  double  advantaged  Certainly  not. 
It  would  be  more  in  compliance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  non-importation  law,  to  bring  them  off, 
and  in  strict  comnliance  with  the  laws  of  war. 
But  it  baa  been  said  the  merchant  broke  or  vio- 
lated your  laws,  while  in  England.  Sir,  a  mer- 
chant from  this  country  has  a  right  when  in  Eng- 
land, or  any  other  conntry,  to  trade  in  any  article 
of  merchandise,  not  contrary  to  the  law  of  the 
nation  with  whom  he  resides ;  he  is  without  yoar 
jurisdiction ;  yoqr  law  cannot  reach  him  for  any- 
thing done  there,  unless  you  prove  the  intention, 
and  that  he  carries  it  into  effect.  Hence,  I  con* 
elude  that  a  man,  when  he  buys  tfoods,  has  as 
good  a  right  to  store  them  in  bis  ship  as  in  any 
other  place.  Nor  will  either  the  purchase  or  the 
patting  them  on  board  the  ship,  in  another  coun* 
try.  prove  that  he  had  any  intention  to  injure  or 
Tiolate  the  laws  of  bis  own  country;  all  thisj 
Blight  be  done  with  an  intention  to  send  them  to  | 
tome  other  place,  and  not  to  come  home.  Or, 
having  stock  in  Eorgland,  be  chose  to  purchase 
goods  and  lay  them  by  in  order  to  be  ready  for 
the  first  market  at  home,  when  his  country  should 
admit  them.  In  all  this,  nobody  will  pretend 
there  is  any  violation  of  our  law.  It  is  tne  way 
in  which  he  has  been  bi^ouffht  up,  and  which  he 
follows  for  the  support  of  his  family.  Having  a 
quantity  of  goods  on  hand,  he  waits  patiently  for 
the  time— at  length  it  arrives — the  Orders  in 
Council  are  revoked — he  now  leaps  for  joy— he 
looks  into  the  non-importation  law  of  the  United 
States,  and,  by  the  second  section,  he  finds  it  en- 
acted: 

"  Thai  in  case  Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  mod* 
iSf  her  ediela  at  that  they  shall  oeaee  to  violate  the 
aaatnl  cammeNa  of  the  UaiM  States^  the  Ftmdam 


of  tba  Uailed  autee  shall  dsdare  the  fact  by  procla- 

mataoOt  and  such  proclamation  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence,  and  no  other  evidence  shall  be  admitted  of 
attch  revocation  or  modification,  in  any  suit  or  prose- 
cution which  may  be  instituted  under  the  direction  of 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement.  And  the  re- 
strictions impoeed,  or  which  may  be  imposed,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  act,  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclama- 
tion, cease  and  be  discontinued." 

By  this  section  of  the  law  it  is  clear  that  the 
President  was  expected  to  revoke  the  law.  The 
word  ^'sbalP  is  imperative  on  him.  The  law 
commands  him  to  proclaim  it,  and  Mr.  Monroe's 
letter  of  July  26lh,  1811,  to  Mr.  Foster  fully 
proves  the  President  intended  so  to  do.  It  cannot 
be  misunderstood,  for  heaays: 

If  Great  Britain  will  eease  to  violate  tha  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  Stales,  by  revoking  her  Orders  in 
Oouncil,  on  which  event  alone  the  President  has  the 
power*  I  am  iastraeted  to  in£»rm  you,  that  he  will, 
without  delay,  exercise  it  by  terminating  the  operation 
of  this  law." 

Sir^  they  were  so  revoked,  and  she  did  cease  to 
violate  our  commerce,  but  the  declaration  of  war 
prevenled  the  President  from  exercising  the  pow- 
er^ had  there  been  no  other  obstacles  in  the  way. 
Sir,  we  are  to  take  mankind  as  we  find  them. 
Every  man  is  not  a  lawyer^  nor  every  merchant 
a  staieaman.    A  man  who  is  continually  busy  in 
his  mereaatiie  affairs,  cannot  be  expected  to  un- 
derstand ail  the  minute  cirenmstances  which  may 
occur ;  he  understands  the  law  just  aa  it  reads  ; 
he  knows  nothing  of  the  war;  and  his  reason  tells 
him,  aft^r  looking  into  the  second  section  alluded 
to,  and  looking  into  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  that,  be- 
fore be  can  possibly  get  home  with  his  goods,  the 
non«importation  Jaw  will  he  off    Notwithstand- 
ing all  this  bordan  of  proof  in  his  favor,  be  goea 
to  Mr.  Russell,  and  advises  with  him ;  he  telle 
him  to  ship  his  goods ;  that  ha  has  no  doubt  of 
the  revocation  of  our  law,  by  tne  President's 
proclamation,  before  they  can  possibly  get  home* 
And  one  other  proof  is  given  in  their  ooraiuji^ 
with  their  goods,  and  delivering  them  to  oof  oft> 
eera,  which,  in  ny  opinion,  is  as  strong  as  anj 
proof  can  be,  in  their  fitvor ;  for  no  man  in  fan 
riffht  mind  would  aet  out  from  England  to  brinj| 
all  he  was  worth  with  him,  and  deliver  it  here,  if 
he  expected  the  Govern  men  t  would  take  it  from 
him.    Is  it  possible  that,  with  all  this  press  of 
evidence  in  favor  of  a  revocation,  any  man  could 
disbelieve  it  1   I  think  not«    Has  he  not  as  strong 
ground  for  hta  belief  as  the  man  who  killed  hia 
parauer  1    It  was  hia  heltef  that  made  it  excusa- 
ble in  him.    Here,  then,  is  the  evidence  on  which 
the  merchant  founded  bis  opinion.    Yon  cannot 
get  clear  of  it.    If,  then,  you  believe  he  had  just 
ground  on  whieh  to  form  such  an  opinion,  it  b 
your  duty,  acting  according  to  the  true  apirit  of 
the  law,  to  excuse  him«    Should  the  decision  be 
otherwise,  I  shall  be  obliged,  in  spite  of  myself,  to 
believe  the  merchants  have  not  so  many  frienda 
in  this  House  as  I  thought  they  had.    With  me, 
it  is  impossible;  I  never  can  consent  toeondema 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty;  it  is  contrary  both 
to  tha  law  of  God  and  man. 
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Mr.  CALBCKiN.-^Mr.  ChatraHiB,  tbe  aobJMt 
BOW  under  discassion  was  first  broaght  under  the 
notice  of  Congress,  hj  nhe  following  paragraph 
in  the  President's  Message  at  the  commencement' 
of  the  present  session :  **A  considerable  number 
'of  American  vesseb,  which  were  in  England 
'  when  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
'  took  place,  were  laden  with  British  manufactures, 
*  under  an  erroneous  impression  that  the  non-im- 
'  portation  act  would  immediately  cease  to  oper- 
'  ate,  and  have  arrived  in  the  United  States.  It 
'  did  not  appear  proper  to  exercise,  on  unforeseen 
'  cases  of  such  magnitude,  the  ordinary  poweir 
'  vested  in  the  Treasury  Department  to  mitigate 
'  forfeitures,  without  previously  affording  to  Uon- 
'  gress  9n  opportunity  of  making  on  the  subject 
'  soeb  prdvifioo  as  they  may  think  proper,  ia  their 
'  decision  they  will  doQbtl«at  equally  conaQlt  whst 
^  is  due  to  equitable  eoamderatioDs  mad  the  poMic 
'  intereat."  So  much  of  the  Meaaage  te  baa  be«D 
just  read,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  Their  report  constitutes  the  subject 
of  our  preseBt  deliberation,  and  of  whioh  tiiafol- 
lowing  is  the  material  p^rtt 

'<That  on  the  view  of  the  whole  tabject,  the  Coia- 
mittea  are  of  opinion  that  the  Secifetaiy  6f  the  Treas- 
ury has  foU  power  to  remit  or  mitigate  tbe  penaltiee 
and  forfeitures  ineurred,  alumld  an  itttavpoaitioii  in 
either  way  be  called  for  by  the  dreumstanoea  of  the 
eaae;  and,  ^erefore,  reeoauBead  tbat  it  be 

<<  Rnoktdf  That  it  is  inexpedieBt  to  lagialala  Bpon 
the  sttbjedy  and  that  the  patitaona  with  the  aeoompaBy- 
ing  documeBts  be  reftnad  to  the  Becrataiy  ef  the 
Treasury." 

My  object  in  preaentiBg  to  the  viaw  of.  tbis 
Committee  the  Praaidant's  Meaaage  bb4  the  re- 
port, is  to  call  their  atteutioB  to  a  total  want  of 
Booordaoce  between  them.  It  is  almost  au  abuae 
of  language  to  call  it  a  report.  A  report  ought  to, 
eomproh'end  the  aobject  of  refereaea,  and  bo  to  it 
aa  a  oondlisioB  ia  to  i^  pfenliaeBi  On  readiog 
the  report  only,  the  natural  conelnsioBa  would 
be,  that  we  were  ooBsulted  aa  lawyen  aod  aot  aa 
acateameB ;  that  tbe  polBt  of  doubt  in  the  Bxee»- 
five  Blind  turn^  on  the  eoBstraction  of  oar  aela, 
«Bd  not  OB  what  justice,  hamaoity,  and  aoBad 
^liey  doBBBBd.  The  toport  ioforma  va,  that 
the  BeeretBTv  of  the  Treasury  has  power  to  romit 
Off  mttsflBte  the  peoaltiea  incufped,  add  from  tbis 
laet  it  diaws  that  negative  propoaitloa  ob  wkich 
we  are  now  deltbarating*  It  is  not  ajittle  euri-' 
one  to  observe  bow  formally  aod  fullv  tbe  Com* 
mittee  have  decided  ob  thia  power  ot  the  Treaa- 
vy  Departmeat,  doubted  oeither  by  tbe  Praaideat 
or  Secretary,  aor  indeed  by  any  oae ;  while  they 
overlook  those  iBtereatingcoasideratioos,  towards 
which  tbe  Bxeoutive  has  directed  the  atteatioa 
of  Congreas,  '^what  is  doe  to  equtuMe  oonaidera- 
tions  aod  to  tbe  public  interest,"  ia  relatioa  to 
^anforeaeen  cases  of  sue h  magnitude.''  They  are 
in  trutb  casea  of  magnitude.  Twenty  millioBa 
of  property  await  your  deeiaioot  b  sum  equal  to 
Boarly  half  of  the  annual  export  of  this  country, 
and  quite  equal  to  the  entire  export  in  the  best 
years  of  the  whole  country  betweea  Washiagtoo 
and  New  Orleans.    It  ia  diiicait  to  leaiixa  mag^ 


aitude  wbeB  expresaed  in  numbers  only*  To 
form  a  just  conception  we  must  aggregate  tbe 
whole  annual  prouucts  of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobac- 
co, with  a  large  proportioa  of  the  breadstufifs  of 
thia  country.  I  would  be  happy  to  know  on  what 
principle  of  policy  or  reason  so  \9jfe  an  amount 
la  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  any  individuaK  Is 
more  wisdom,  more  virtue  or  public  confidence, 
to  be  foui|d  in  the  Treasury  Department,  than  in 
the  assembled  Representatives  of  the  nation  ? 

What,  sir,  constitutes  a  feature  in  this  report 
still  mora  extraordinary  and  objectionable,  is  the 
apparent  understanding  between  the  Committee 
aod  the  Treasury  Department.  They  coyly  re- 
fuse to  recommend  any  positive  act  of  legislation, 
while  they  indirectly  intimate  what  they  wisb 
and  expect  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  do ; 
OTf  in  other  words,  we  are  called  on  really  and 
virtually  to  lagislate,  while  we  are  informed  that 
it  is  improper  so  to  do.  For,  among  the  docu- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  forming  tbe  basis  of  their  opinion,  is  a 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  23d 
of  J^ovember,  which  contains  the  following  para- 


*•  would  otherwise  fall  to  the  collectors  ought  to 
'  be  Remitted  \  but  that  with  respect  to  the  one- 
'  half  belonging  to  the  United  States,  justice  to  the 
^community  requires,  that  when  remitted,  at  least 
Van  equivalent  may  be  secured  to  the  public  Cor 
'  tbe  extra  profit  beyond  that  on  common  export- 
'  atioas,  which  arises  from  the  continuation  of 
'  the  non 'importation  act."  Here,  sir,  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Secretary  is  explicitly  stated  relative 
to  these  unforeseen  cases  of  such  magnitude,  and 
tbe  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  the  Committee 
in  referring  them  to  his  decision  must  bare  ap- 
proved of  It. 

The  true  ouestlon,  then,  before  the  Committee, 
ia  not  to  be  found  ia  that  negative  resolution  re- 
ported by  tbe  Committee,  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  legislate  on  these, cases  \  but  in  that  part.of  the 
letter  of  tbe  Seccet^ry  of  tbe  Treasury  which  I 
have  just  read.  Yes,  we  axe  aow  deliberating, 
IB  effect,  whether  it  is  proper  to  exact  of  the  mer- 
cbanu  their  extra  profit ;  and  whether  tbia  ought 
to  be  done  through  tbe  agency  of  the  Tre...^urg 
Department.  I  presume,  the  truth  of  tbis  opinion 
will  not  be  controverted ;  should  it,  however,  am- 
ple proof  will  be  found  in  almost  every  sentence 
of  the  report  and  the  speeches  of.  the  gentlemen  in 
support  of  it.  They  are  literally  compounded  of 
laborious  investigations  to  ascertain  the  extra 
profit  of  the  merchants  on  their  late  importatioqa. 

Now,  sir,  without  pretendinff  to  controvert  tbe 
policy  of  taking  the  extra  profit,  I  do  assert,  that 
it  cannot  be  legally  effected  through  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury,  It  exceeds  bis  powers.  Tbe 
non-importation  law,  under  which  the  forfeiiurea 
accrued,  refers  to  the  act  of  1797  to  ascertain  tbe 
powers  of  tbe  Secretary  in  relation  to  cases  of 
tbis  kind.  On  reference  to  that  act,  bis  power 
will  be  found  to  be  atrictly  a^^itigating  and  re- 
nittiBf  powor^and  baa  for  m  oloeoi  tbe  xoBacdg 
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of  aQ  imperAsction  ineideatal  to  all  boman  laws. 
The  best  worded  ac(  must  eomprebeod  many 
cases  within  the  letter,  that  are  not  within  its 
spirit  or  iDtention.  Id  every  well  regalated  gov- 
ernmeot,  an  equity  exists  somewhere  to  remedy 
thin  object  i  to  mitigate  the  rigor  of  the  law.  The 
act  of  ^,  for  greater  security  of  the  reTeouei  vests 
this  power  in  relation  to  oar  revenue  laws  in  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  real  ob- 
ject of  those  laws  is  to  puoish  only  the  oegUgeot 
or  wilful  violators ;  but.  like  other  penal  acts,  they 
are  couched  in  general  terms,  and  compreheDd 
those  who  by  necessity  or  iffnorance  violate 
them.  That  tbe  Treasury  might  be  secured  and 
the  law  at  the  same  time  administered  in  its  spirit 
and  intention  only,  and  not  its  letter,  thia  power 
was  delegated  to  the  Secretarir  of  the  Treasury. 
To  establish  the  correctness  ol  this  exposition,  I 
will  read  the  act  of '97: 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  tke  apL] 

Now,  sir,  though  I  admit,  with  the  report  'Ubat 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lias  power  to  oMt- 
i^ate  or  remit,"  I  do  most  unequivocally  deny, 
that  he  has  legal  power  to  effect  what  ia  proposed 
to  be  done  by  the  Committee,  to  levy  the  extra 
profit.  The  two  powers  are  most  essentially  dif- 
ferent. The  one  is  of  a  judicial  and  equitable 
character,  and  has  for  its  object  guilt  or  inno- 
cence; the  other  that  of  assessment  or  taxation, 
and  has  for  its  object  not  guilt  or  innocence,  but 
profit.  The  latter  is  strictly  a  moneyed  transac- 
tion ;  the  former  relates  to  the  admini8tratu>n  of 
the  penal  laws  of  tbe  country.  The  one  is  ad- 
ministered in  perfection,  when  due  regard  is.  had 
to  all  tbe  circumstances  as  they  constitute  guilt 
or  innocence,  and  the  law  applied  accordingly ; 
the  other,  when  proper  and  correct  estimate  is 
made  of  the  usual  profits  of  trade  and  that  on  the 
late  importation;  and  the  difierence  only  levied. 

The  power  of  the  Secretary  under  the  act  of 
1797  is  not  arbitrary,  to  be  exercised  or  not,  ac- 
cording to  his  pleasure ;  but  he  is  bound  to  exer- 
cise it  according  to  the  rules  of  a  sound  discre- 
tion :  if  guilt  appears  he  cannot  withhold  -  the 
law;  if  innocent  he  cannot  apply  it.  The  effieets 
of  the  two  powers  strongly  mark  their  contrarie- 
ty. When  circumstances  of  guilt  or  innocence 
only  govern  the  Treasury  in  the  exefcise  of  this 
power,  the  consequence  is  love  and  reverence  for 
the  laws;  but.  iC  they  are  neglected,  and  the  prof- 
it of  the  mercnants  only  r^arded«  ia  the  place  of 
those  sentiments  will  be  disgust  and  hatreo*  You 
tnmjf  indeed,  have  a  full  Treasury,  but  you  will 
fiaa  empty  affections.  More  need  not  be  said,  1 
hope,  to  prove  that  the  extra  profit  caanoi  he 
taken  from  the  merchants  under  the  power  of  the 
Treasury  Department  to  mitigate  or  .remit  for- 
feitures. It  IS  essentially  a  taxation;  and  not 
only  is  not  delegated  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  by  the  act  of  1797,  but  cannot  be  by 
any  act  of  ours.  It  is  a  power  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  sacredly  deposited  ia  Congress.  It 
is  incommunicable'  I  not  awace,  that  the  extra 
profit  may  be  taken  a nder^(he  semblance  of  the 
mitigating  power;  thkt  tbe 'forfeiture  may  be  re- 
duced to  it.    Bat  thia  cannot  chai^  the  aatuie 


of  the  transaction.    The  question  will  still  be,  is 
it  a  moneyed  transaction,  or  a  fairadmi/iistration 
of  the  penal  laws  of  the  country  ?    Is  tbe  objeet 
profit,  or  the  execution  of  the  laws?    The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  will  readily   decide  its 
character.    Profit  and  justice  are  not  easily  con- 
founded*   It  is  not  an  unusual  thing  for  power  to 
assume  a  ^uise;  and  even  to  appear  to  be  tbe 
very  opposite  to  what  it  reallyis.    I  impute  no 
blame  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
They  have  overlooked  the  character  of  the  pow- 
er which  they  wish  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  exercise.    It  is  an  act  of  inadvertence,  but 
is  not  the  less  on  that  account  to  be  resisted.    Pre- 
cedent is «  dangerous  thing ;  and  it  is  not  unu- 
sual for:executive  power,  even  nnkoown  to  thoee 
who  exercise  it,  to  make  encroachments  of  this 
kind.    What  has  been  the  end  of  all  free  goi^rn- 
ments,  but  open  force,  or  the  gradual  undermin- 
ing of  the  legislative  by  the  executive  p»wer  1 
The  peculiar  construction  of  ours  by  no  means 
exempts  us  from  this  evil ;  but,  on  the  oontrarr, 
were  it  not  for  the  habits  of  the  people,  womo 
paturally  tend  that  way.    The  operation  of  this 
Qovernment  is  an  interesting  problem.    I  wish 
to  see  the  whole  in  full  possession  of  its  primitiiw 
power,  but  all  of  the  parts  confined  to  their  re- 
spective spheres.    These,  sir,  are  my  reasons  for 
rejecting  tbe  report  of  tbe  committee. 

I  know  it  will  be  said,  that  it  is  much  easier 
to  censure  than  to  advise;  to  reject  the  report 
than  to  point  out  what  ought  to  be  done.  I  am 
ready  to  acknowledfpe  ix,  and  to  6onfess,  that  I 
have  felt  n^uoh  solicitude  and  difficulty  on  this 
subject.  But  the  view  which  tbe  committee  hM 
presented  haa  constituted  no  pari  of  my  embar- 
rassment. I  am  entirely  adverse  to  taking  any 
part  of  the  extra  profit,  whether  through  toe 
agency  of  the  Treasury  Department  or  this  House. 

If  our  merchjints  are  innocent,  they  are  welcome 
to  their  good  fortune;  if  guilty,  I  scorn  to  parti- 
cipate in  its  profit.  I  will  never  eon^nt  to  joaake 
our  penal  code  the  basis  of  our  ways  and  aaeans ; 
or  to  establish  a  partnership  between  the  Trea- 
sury «ad  tbe  violators  of  the  non-importation  lair* 
The  neoesftity'Of  oausiaji;  our  reetrietire  syatett 
to  be  respected,  while  in  exiateoce,  and  tbe  dif- 
fieultjr  of  applying^  its  penalties  to  "  caaca  of  aueh 
magnitud^'^  constitute  my  embariassuMaL  On 
the  one  band  if  the  law  should  bo  eoforeed,  than- 
sands  will  be  involved  in  ruin;  on  the  oiberyif 
an  act  of  j^cace  should  be  done,  your  rastrtctiTe 
system  will  be  endangered.  Had  the  conduel  of 
ihe  nterehnnu  been  dictated  by  any  open  eoateaapt 
.of  the  laws,  or  it  had  been  entirely  free  from 
blmve,  our  course  would  have  been  plain.  None 
would  have  hesitated  in  the  one  case  to  have  let  the 
vengeance  of  the  law  fall  on  ihe  guilty ;  or  in  the 
other  to  extend  its  proteeiion  to  the  innoeent.  I 
am  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  the  importers  were 
not  sufficiently  circumspect  and  guarded.  The 
nature  of  the  restrictive  systena,  the  posture  of  af^ 
fairs,  tbe  recent  decision  of  this  House' on  a  mo- 
tion to  repeal  the  non-importation  adt,  oiight  to 
have  put  ihem  on  their  (cuard.  Candor  also  com- 
pels ma  to  aut^  thai  f  cannoi  admii  any  ugn- 
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ments  on  tjhn  question  to  profe  the  irapolray  of 
the  Don-im porta tiofi  aet ;  or  the  advantacres  to  the 
eommuDity  from  the  late  importation.  I  can 
never  admit  as  apolog^y  for  the  violation  of  the 
law,  what  was  considered  as  an  insufficient  rea- 
son for  its  suspension,  and  cannot  doubt  that  even 
the  worst  of  laws  ought  to  be  resnected^ 

But,  sir.  the  difficuhy  on  the.otner  side  appears 
to  me  more  formidable.  An  indiscriminate  for- 
feiture would,  1  fear,  not  be  considered  as  punish- 
ment. It  would  be  thought  oppression.  Puoi^^h* 
ment,  by  the  infliction  of  a  partial  evil,  proposes 
to  avoid  a  greater;  by  malting  some  the  subjects 
of  its  pains,  to  ma|i:6  all  of  its  terror.  The  cul- 
prits in  this  case  are  too  numerous  for  example; 
Sartiouiarly  as  the  infraction  of  the  law  is  of  a 
oubtfttl  character.  This  is  by  no  means  an  un- 
preeedented  case;  numbers  have  often  brought 
impunity.  It  is  so  in  the  worst  of  crimes ;  even 
in  treaB<m,  wherein  some  instances  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  community  is  involved.  Some 
gentlemen  who  have  felt  this  embarrassment,  have 
proposed  to  distinj^uish  for  punishment  the  head 
and  leaders  of  tins  infraction  of  the  law.  My 
friend  from  Kentucky  (the  Speaker)  has  made 
two  favored  classes;  the  purchasers  of  British 
goods  before  the  24  of  February,  1811,  and  the 
ahippers  before  the  1st  of  August-  last ;  that  is.  be- 
fore the  declaration  of  war  was  heard  in  England. 
The  first  class  is  favored  from  a  supposed  inno- 
eenee  of  purchase  ;  the  other  from  innocence  of 
shipments.  It  is  not  necesNary  to  prove  the  error 
of  this  discrimination.  If  true,  it.  does  not  extend 
ns  far  as  it  ou^ht  to  do.  For,  if  innocence  of 
purchase  isa  sumcient  reason  for  exemption,  how 
can  we  condemn  the  goods  purchased  before  the 
1st  of  August  1  For  if  shipments  might  be  made 
before  thar  period,  surely  purchase  might;  and 
if  the  last,  then,  according  to  the  distinction  in 
favor  of  purchasers  before  ihe  2d  of  February, 
tliey  also  ought  to  be  exempted  from  the  forfeit- 
nres.  The  eases  t£en  are  too  unifbrm  for  dia- 
crimiaation ;  and  nothing  remains,  but  to  con- 
demn or  acquit  the  whole.  I  feel  myself  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  the  magnitude  of  the  case.  I 
cannot  find  it  in  me  to  reduce  thousands  to  beg- 
fUTj  by  a  sioffle  stroke ;  nor  do  I  suppose  there 
19  one  in  this  House  in  favor  of  so  stern  a  policy. 
I  am  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  an  act  of  grace 
will  weaken  the  nonimportation  kw ;  but  that 
is  a  less  evil  than  the  alienation  of  the  whole 
mercantile  class.  It  is  left  to  us  to  regret,  that 
the  wise  foresight  of  my  two  honorable  friends 
and  colleagues  was  not  adopted  the  last  sessioii. 
It  was  then  proposed  to  suspend  the  law  for  the 
intf oduetion  of  this  yery  property ;  but  it  wts 
borne  down  by  the  clamor  of  the  day.  Had  that 
been  done,  we  would  not  have  been  reduced  to 
the  present  state.  Our  laws  would  have  been 
saved  and  our  merchants  contented. 

A  subject,  not  necessarily  involved  in  that  un- 
der discussion,  has  been  introduced  by  those  who 
have  preceded  me. in  the  debate.  In  imitation  of 
the  example,  I  will  be  excused,!  hope,  in  offering 
my  sentiments  on  the  restrictive  system.  It  is 
known  that  1  have  not  been  a  friend  to  that  sys* 


tern  to  the  extent  to  whtch  it  has  been  carried. 
My  objection,  however,  is  neither  against  the  in- 
equality, or  the  greatness  of  its  pressure.  It  is 
the  duty  of  every  section '  to  bear  whatever  the 
general  interest  may  demand;  and  I,  sir,  am 
propd  in  representing  a  people  pre-eminent  in  the 
exercise  of  this  virtue.  Carolina  makes  no  com- 
plaint about  the  difficulties  of  th^  times.  If  she 
feets  embarraraments,  she  turns  her  indignation 
not  against  her  own  Government,  but  against  the 
eoirimon  enemy.  She  make  no  comparative  es- 
timate of  her  sufferings  with  the  other  States. 
She  would  be  even  proud  to  be  pre-eminent  in 
suffering,  if  by  that  the  general  good  coald  be 
promoted,  and  this  day  she  presents  the  magnan- 
imity of  gaioii^g  union  and  energy  bv  the  pres- 
sure ;  and  so  far  from  growing  tired  or  the  restric- 
tive system,  or  war,  as  intimated  by  the  p^entleman 
from  Kentucky,  that  she  would  willingly  bear 
a  superadded  embargo,  if  the  public  interest  should 
demand  it.  But,  sir,  my  objections  are  of  a  gen- 
eral and  national  character.  Your  character, 
your  Gk)viernment,  and  country,  forbid  a  resort  to 
this  system  for  a  redress  of  wrongs.  It  requires 
a  sternness  of  execution  approaching  despotism. 
k  first  creates  a  vast  preniium  for  its  violation  ; 
and  then  has  to  combat  with  the  speculation,  the 
eu.pidity,  and  capital,  of  the  whole  mercantile 
class.  To  render  its  execution  perfect,  vou  must 
not  only  repress  the  fraud,  but  the  speculatioas  of 
the  merchants ;  particularly  that  which  ts  founded 
on  the  course  of  political  events.  The  sublet 
before  us  is  in  point ;  and  you  will  from  the  same 
cause  be  involved  in  thie  verv  dilemma  annually, 
even  more  frequently,  should  the  Treasury  par- 
ticipate in  the  profit.  To  render  voor  system 
perfect,  you  must  imitate  its  suocessnil  execution 
tn  another  countrv.  Bonaparte  is  the  only  man 
who  has  a  perfect  Knowledge  of  its  genius.  Burn- 
ing and  confiscation  are  the  only  effectual  secu- 
rities. A  partial  execution  involves  the  mo3t  per- 
nicious consequences.  The  conclusion  is  irresis- 
tible. The  system  does  not  suit  you.  You  are 
too  enterprising— too  free — and  your  coast  too 
extended,  with  too  many  indentations  of  rivers, 
baysy  and  harbors.  The  effects  of  a  few  years' 
operation  will  change  your  mercantile  charae^er. 
In  such  a  state  of  things  the  honest  merchant  must 
retire.  He  cannot  live.  His  place  will  not  be 
unoccupied.  The  desperate  adventurer  and  the 
MSUggler  wilt  succeed.  Unaided  by  the  virtue  of 
the  citizens,  ni^law,  however  severe  its  sanction, 
will  be  able  to  stem  the  torrent.  There  is  indeed 
one  species  of  restrictions,  which,  in  a  British 
war,  ought  never  to  be  neglected.  Whatever  pres- 
sure can  be  produced  on  her  manufacturing  and 
commercial  interest  through  heavy  duties  ought 
to  be  Reeled.  The  reason  is  obvious — it  is  both 
restriction  and  revenue.  Bo  much  of  the  capital 
of  this  country  is  turned  towards  foreign  com- 
merce, that  you  cannot  safely  neglect  this  source 
of  revenue.  Nor  is  its  restrictive  character  in- 
considerable. The  assertion  may  seem  strange ; 
but  I  believe  it  to  be  the  highest  practical  and 
continued  pressure  that  can  be  produced.  To 
any  nothing  nf  the  perpetual  violation  of  an  en* 
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tire  prohibrtioD  by  sma^gltng,  it  is  subject  to  oe- 
casioDal  relaxations,  by  which  the.  country  be- 
comes iooadated   with  British  goods.'  At  'the 
end  of  the  last  session,  I  recommeDded  higfh  duties 
as  a  substitute  for  the  non -importation  act;    Un- 
der that  system,  the  quantity  of  goods  imported 
would  not  bare  been  greater  than  it  now  is ;  bat 
your  Treasury  would  have  been  much  better  re- 
plenished.   If  or  should  we  have  had  the  present 
contest  about  extra  profits..  It  would  hare  passed 
into  the  Treasury  under  the  shape  of  dtlties: 
High  duties  have  no  pernicious  effects;  and  are- 
consistent  with  tbe  genius  of  the  people  and  the 
institutions  of  the  country.    It  is  thus  we  would 
combine  in  the  greatest  degree  the  actiteresouroes 
of  the  country  with  pressure  on  the  manofhctur^ 
of  the  enemy.    Tour  Army  ant)  Navy  would  feel 
the  animating  effect.    Ther  war  would  not  sicken 
the  patriot's  hope,  and  defeat  soine  of  its  most 
raluable  anticipated  consequences.    You  would 
have  the  means  of  filling  the  ranlvof  the  regu- 
lars; and  would  no  longer  rely  on  the  hazardous 
aid  of  volunteers  and  militia.    Victory,  peace, 
and  national  honor,  I  wi^s  going  to  say  glory,  but 
experience  has  taught'  me- how  that '  word. is- re- 
ceived in  this  House,  would  be  the  welconed  re- 
sult of  a  yigoroiis  war.    But.  sir^if  we  taust  have 
one  or  the  other,  either  all  war  oral!  restriction, 
I  would  prefer  th6  former.    Suppose  either  would 
bring  th^  enemy  toour  terms;  even  in  their  vie- 
tory  they  are  unequal.    By  restriction  yoti  have 
nothing  but  the  success ;  but  the  assertion  of  onr 
national  rights  by  arins  creates  those  qualities 
which  amply  coinpensate  for  the  privation  and 
etpense  incidental  to  that  state.    Admit  that  the 
Tripolitans.copid  have  been  coerced  to  terms  by 
non-importiition  acts,  and  that  we  had  resorted 
to  restriction  rather  than  arms ;  couM  ire  have 
this  tlay  boasted  of  our  naval  vietoriea  ?    The 
Mediterranean  war  was  the  school  of  our  p&vai 
virtue,    ft  has  ele'vated  the  hopes  of  bur  cbuntry. 
We  may  now  look  forward  to  the  day  with  too- 
fidenee,  when  we  shall  be  no  longer  insalted  and 
injured  on  the  high  road  of  nations  with  impCN 
nity.    Besides,  the  non-importation,  as  a  redress 
of  wron^  is  radically  defective.    You  may  meet 
commercial  restrictions  With  comiiierciAl  rtslrie- 
tions ;  but  you  cannot  safely  confront  premedi- 
tated insult  and  injury  with  commercial  -restrib- 
tions  alonew    I  utter  not  this  from  the  f error  of 
my  feelings,  but  it  is  the  deliberate  result  of^f 
best  judgment.    It  sinks  the  nation  in  it^  own 
estimation^  it  counts  for  nothing  what  is  nlti- 
autely  connected  with  our  best  hopes-^the  union 
oFth«se  States.    Our  Union  eapnol  safely,  stand 
on  the  cold  calculation  of  interest  alone.    It  is 
too  weak  to  withstand  political  convulsions^    We 
cannot  without  hazard  neglect  that  which  makes 
man  live  to  be  a  mem  her,  of  ah  extensive  com- 
munity-^the  love  of  greatneis*-the  consciousness 
of  strength.    So  long  as  an  American  is  a  proud 
name,  we  are.safe ;  but  that  day  we  are  ashamed 
of  it,  the  Union  is  more  than  half  destroyed. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported'  progress  and  ob- 
tained teave  to  sit  ogain.  And  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

i2th  Cor.  Sd  Skss. — 11 


WEBNEsOAr,  December  '9. 
BONDS  OF  THE  MERCHANTS. 

"The'  House  aa^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Corm* 
mittee  of  Waysaad  Means,  oni.the  subject  of  mer- 
cbaots'  bonds. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  He  was  sensible  of  the  unfavor- 
able circumstances^  both  in  relation  to  himsdf 
personally  and  to  the  Committee,  under  which  he 
should  endeavor  to  present  his  yiews  of  the  sub- 
ject before  them.    His  strength,  enj^bled  aft  it 
was,  would'  not  enable  him  to  discuss  Ih^  ques- 
tion in  the  manner,  aiid  to  the  extent  he  desired; . 
nor,  considering  the  time  already  Occupied  in  de- 
'bate^  could  he  be  unmindAil  of  the  regpard  which 
was  due  to  the  patience  of  that  body.    But,  be- 
ing: a  member  <^  the  Committee  of  Way 9  and 
Means,  and  concurring  in  their  report,  it  became 
his  duty  to  aid  in  iU  defence  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability.    Yes,  I  did  concur  in  this  report ;  a  re- 
port which  bis  been  denounced  as  unprecedented 
and  alarming;  as  vesting  legislative  powers  ia 
the  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury  over  forty  mil- 
lions of  property ;  as  degrading  tp  the  parties 
whose  interests  are  concerned ;  and,  as  calculated 
to  aHenate  the  afi^ctions  of  one  third  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.    Sir,  I  admire  the  eloquence 
\rith  which  the  reptfrt  has  been,  asakiled;  but 
neither  the<  ai^mentf  nor  the  temper  in^ which 
they  have  been  urved,  are  calculated  to  convince 
or  to  conciliate.    While  gentlemen  demand  the  < 
rejeistion  of  the  report,  upon  the  ground  of  oon-  . 
ciUation  more  than  for  any  'other  reason,  they 
present  a  spectacle  too  often  witne88ed-'--precept 
and  example  at  War  with  «ach  other.    The  in- 
terest of  y^r  eitixena  residing  on  the  seacoast 
are  arrayed  againsi  those  of  th^  people  of  the 
interior,  and  tne  Representatives  of  the  nation 
are  ehaived  with  having  sacrificed  the  one  for 
the  betaefit  of  the  other.    We  are  told  of  the  im- 
positton  of  double  duties  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  withdnt,  at  the  same  time,  ^porting 
to  internal  taxes ;  and  it  is  said,  that  as  th^  peo- 
ple on  the  seabqtrd  pay  mur^  than  their  propor- 
tion! the  operation  of.  this  species  of  tasatloa  ia 
ime^nnl  nod  unjust;    Adniitttng  that,  in  proper 
tion  t^  population,  more  of  foreign  artitiea  are 
eoB^omed  ia  your  seajMrt  towns  and  their'viciot- 
ties,  and  of  course  a  greater  proportionate  atnount 
of  the  duties  paid  than  ia  the  interior,  yet  when, 
we  inquire  for  whose  imiaediate  benefit  the  rev- 
enue thus  collected  Is  expended,  the  subject  as- 
sjumes  a  different  aiipect.    For  whose  immediate 
liethei&t,  let  me  ask,  are  the  millions  annually  ex- 
pended- on  fortifications,  shipa^  Ad    Is  it  for  the 
defehqe  of  the  people  pf  th«  interior?    No,  sir$ 
and  yet  they  never  have  complained.    I  am  ua* 
willing  to  pursue  these  unpleasant  distitaetionS) 
but  I  assert^  as  a  fact  which  cannot  be  control 
verted,  that  if  the  relative  proportions  of  dotiea 
paid  by  th«  different  distrieu  of  the  eountrjr  Im 
fairly  estimated  and  compared,  with  the  objeetv 
of  the  public  expenditures,  your  ciiisens  od  the 
seaboard  wonl^  be  debtors  to  a  very  large  aroouot. 
Bat.  says  Uia  gentleaMMi  fin>iii  Maaaaehmatia, 
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(Mr.  RiCBARoaON,)  the  National  Legislature  has 
been  pouring  out  vials  of  wrath  upon  the  mer- 
chants, while  the  plaater  and  the  farmer  have 
been  prosperoua  and  happy.  The  interest  of  the 
merchant  alone,  he  contends,  has  been  disregarded 
and  abandoned.  ,  Does  the  gentleman  recollect, 
that  we  are  at  war,  and  for  what  we  are  at  war? 
Are  the  interests  of  the  merchants  not  concerned 
in  the  contest  we  are  prosecuting?  For  what, 
object,  and  for  whose  immediate  benefit.  I  ask, 
do  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation  at  this 
iDom<*nt  flow?  For  the  maintenance  of  our  na- 
tional rights  on  the  ocean;  for  the  immediate 
benefit  of  the  merchant.  With  such  evidence 
before  them,  the  charge  of  hostility  to  commerce 
will  not  be  believed  by  the  American  people. 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  exam- 
ine the  question  which  is  directly  before  the  Com- 
mittee. I  shall  endeavor  to^show  that  the  repprl 
upon  yout  table  involves  no  new  principle;  y^sts 
no  new  powers  in  the  Secretary i>r  the  Treasury; 
affords  no  reasonable  ground  of  complaint  to  the 
|>artiet  whose  interests  are  concerned ;  and  that 
tt  proposes  the  proper  andonly  practicalMa  mode 
of  attaipiog  the  purposes  of  justices 

To  make  out  this'case,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
recapitulate  the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 
For  Tears  past,  the  iodi<tputable  righto  of  the  na- 
tion have  been  habitually  violated  by  the  bellige- 
reoto  of  Europe.  As  a  means  of  security  and 
reUliatiofi,  the  restrictive  system  was  adopted, 
#and.ba&«beei^  pursued  under  different  modi  fica- 
tioas.  The  non-ilnportation  act  is  now  in  oper- 
ation. The  penalty  annexed  to  the  violation  of 
ito  provisions,  is  a  forfeiture  of  the  ve/»el  aoid 
carge^Md  treble  their  value..  The  President  wHs 
anthoriz<»d  to  discdntinue  the  act  whenever  Qreat 
Britain  should  revoke  or  ao  modify  her  edicts,  as 
that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  Semites,  Such  was  the  exr 
tent  of  distress  produced  by  this  excluaioB  of 
Britiah  merchandise  from  the  American  market, 
that  on  the^d  of  June  last,  the  Orders  in  Coin- 
cil  were  so  modified  as  that  thay  would  hate 
ceased  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  otf  tkia 
country.  But  war  having  been  prevlo^ly  de- 
clared against  Great  Bdtain,  and,  consequently, 
bemg  no  longer  a  neutral  nation,  the  authority, 
formerly  vested  in  the  Executive  to  put  an  end 
to.  the  r^rictive  system  had  censed  to  exist, 
hnmediately  after  the  modification  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  however,  merchandise  to  a  very  large 
amount  was  shipped  from  Great  Britain,  and  has 
arrived  within  the  ports  of  the  United  Sutes. 
Such  merchandise  w»s  seized  and  libelled  by  the 
eollectors  in  conformity  to  law,  but  has  been  re- 
stored to  the  claimants  hy  the  courts,  on  t|ieir 
giving  bonds  for  its  appraised  value.  In  this  sit- 
uation, the  importers  ask  of  Congress  a  total  re- 
mission of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  they  hare 
incurred.  Those  whose  goods  left  England  before 
the  declaration  of  war  was  known  there,  urge,  as 
an  equitable  consideration  in  their  favor,  the  ab- 
sence of  intention  to  violate  the  law.  Those  w:ho 
shipped  afterwards  rely  solely  on  the  mercy  of 
CongresB.    I  readily  admit,  sifi  that  there  are 


extenuating  circumstances,  .which  may  be  plead 
in  behalf  of  the  first  class ;  but  the  plea  of  no  in- 
tention to  violate  the  law  caanot  be  sustained, 
except  upon  the  ground  of  ignorance  of  the  law, 
which  is  at  all  times  inadmissible,  and  which 
eiipecrally  cannot  be  presumed  in  the  present  case. 
The  statute  providea,  that  whenever  Great  Brit- 
ain should  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,,  as  that 
jt^ey  should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  the  President  should 
declare  the  fact  by  proclamation,  and  the  non- 
iipp6rt4tion  act  should  cease  and  be  discontinued, 
(not  from  the  time  of  the  modification  or  revoca- 
tion of  the  British  edrcts,}  but  "from  the  date  of 
such  proclamation."  The  law  also  provides  that 
the  putting  merchandise  on  board  any  vessel  in 
a  British  port,  with  intent,  to  import  the  same, 
shafi  subject  the  party  to  all  its  penalties.  '  It  is 
obvious,  therefore,  that  as  the  merchandise  lately 
imported  was  shipped  from  a  British  port  before 
intelligence. could  reach  this  country  oi  the  modi- 
fication of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  conse- 
quently before  the  President  eould  issue  his  proc- 
lamation, no  rational  expectation  could  be  enter- 
tained that  the  importations  would  be  lawful. 

Such  an  expectation  would  have  had  for  its 
foundation  an  impossibility.  Yet,  there  was  rea- 
sonable ground  to  expect  that  the  ATodificatton 
of.  the  Orders  in  Council  would  produce  a  cor- 
resppnding  d^p^rture  from  our  restrictive  system, 
ana  that,  having  ettained  ito  object,  the  .Govern- 
ment would  rcMily  remit  all  forfeitures  and  pen- 
alties that  might  be  incurred.  ^  On  this  part  of 
the  subject,  however,  I  shall  speak  hereafter.  The 
law  which  has  been  thus  violated  by  the.  petition- 
era,  gives  discretionary  power  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  remit  or  mitigate  all  penal liea 
and  forfeitures  which  should  be  incurred  under 
it,  ifv  unaccompanied  with  fraud  or  wilful  negli- 
gence. The  same  power  was  ^eit^A  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  under  the  Administration  of 
Cieneral  WAeHijiOTON,  in  relation  to  all  vioU* 
tiotts  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  it  has  been  con* 
tinned  ever  since.  In  coiMequence,  however,  of 
the  maffoitnde  of  the  present  case,  the  Secretary 
nf  the '  Treasnry  thought  proper  to  SsUspend  the 
exercise  of  hii  authority,  until  an. opportunity 
should  be  afforded  to  Congress  of  givi^  the  8al>- 
ject  whatever  direction  they  pleased.  Your  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  afterahe  most  fan- 
tnre  deliberation,  have  submitted,  as  their  report, 
that,  "on  a  view  of  th$  whole  subject,  the  Sec* 

*  tetary  of  the  Treasury  has  full  power  to  remit  or 

*  mitigate  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred, 
'  should  an  interposition  in  either  way  be  called 
^  for  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  and  that  it 
^  is  inexpedient  to  legislate  upon  the  subject." 
This  coiirse  of  proceeding,  so  far  from  being  un- 
precedented or  novel,  is  sanctioned  by  the  uni- 
form practice  under  every  Admioisiraiion.  Soon 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Gh>vernment,  it 
was  found  indispensable  to  vest,  somewhere,  the 
power  to  remit  or  mitigate  forfeitures  and  penal- 
ties incurred  under  theixe venue  laws,  according 
to  the  extenuating  circumstances  of  the  case;  and 
that  power  has  been  vested  in  the  Secretary  of 
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the  Treii«ary.  From  the  oaiare  of  his  daties,  he 
necessarily  becomes  acquainted  wjth  the  arts  em- 
ployed to  elude  the  lavs,  who^e  execution  he 
superiotends;  he  is,  thejefore,  the  better  quali- 
fied ta  detect  the  motives  which  may  have  led 
to  a  violation  of  those  laws,  and,  consequently,  to 
determine  correctly  in  wba^  cases  relief  ought  to 
be  extended.  Another  advantage  is  attained 
which  is  highly  importaat  in  ail  cases  affecting 
private  rights — uniformity  of  decision.  Under 
this  system,  your  laws  have  hitherta  been  exe- 
cuted without  objectioos  or  complaint*  And  are 
term«  to  be  so  perverted  now,  that  the  power'  to 
remit  or  mitigate  a  penalty  legally  incurred,  is  to 
be  construed  into  an  odious  species  of  legislative 
power  over  the  property  of  your  citizens?  Sir,  it 
possesses  no  more  the  character  of  a  legislative 
power  than  does  the  pardoning  power  vested  in 
the  Executives  of  the  respective  States,  nor' in 
any  j)oint  of  view  is  it  more  objectionable.  In 
both  instances,  t)ie  power  is  vested  in  an  individ- 
nal,  and  surely  the  principle  cannot  be  varied  by 
the  title  of  the  officer.  Gkntlemea  appear  to  have 
forgotten  the  acknowledged  fact,  that  the  peti- 
tioners are  violators  of  law,  and  have  incurred  its 
penalties;  and  they  blend  the  discretionary  an* 
thority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit 
or  mitigate  those  penalties,  with  the  power  to  in- 
flici  punishment,  which,  in  its  nature  and  object^ 
is  totally  distinct.  U  is,  however,  contended,  that, 
notwithsiandiag  the  power  of  remission  and  mit- 
igation has  been  vested  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment under  all  admioistratipns,  yet  the  law  giv- 
ing this  general  authority 'never  contemplated 
cases  like  the  present.  Permit  me  to  remark, 
that  the  fallacy  of  this  suggestion  is' proved  by 
the  fact,  that  a  provision  of  the  very-statute  which 
ihe  petitioners  have  violated,  does,  in  express 
terms,  delegate  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
the  same  rpmitting^  power  over  fines,  forfeitures, 
and  penalties,  incurred  under  it,  with  which  he 
is  clothed  by  a  permanent  law  in  relation  to  vio- 
iations  of  the  revenue  laws  generally.  It  is  true, 
as  has  been  said,. that  the  President  has  referred 
this  case  to  Congress ;  but  what  does  he  say  1 
"  A  considerable  number  of  Aoierican  vessels, 

*  which  were  in  England  when  the  revocation 
'  of  the  Orders  m  Council  took  place,  were  laden 
/  with  British  manufactures  under  an  erroneous 
^  impression  that  the  non-importation  act  would 
<  immediately  cease  to  ooerale..  and  have  arrived 

*  in  the  United  States.    It  did  not  appear  prpper 

*  to  exercise  on  unforeseen  cases  of  such  magni- 

*  tude  the  ordinary  powers  vested  in  the  Treas- 

*  liry  Department  to  mitigate  forfeitures,  without 
'  previously  affording  to  Congress  an  pjpportuuity 
'  of  making  on  the  subject  such  provision  as  they 
'  may  think  proper."  Here  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  over  the  case  is  admit- 
ted, -and  it  i^  distinguished  from  other  cases,  not 
by  a  diSerenoe  of  principUi  but  by  its  unforeseen 
macniinde  alone. 

No  opinion  is  expressed,  or  foirly  deducible, 
that  we  ought  to  legislate  upon  the  sttbject.  The 
President  has  only  said  that,  for  the  reason  as- 
signedj  he  deemed  it  respectful  to  the  Represent- 


atives of  the  nation  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  the 
authority  vested  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
No  obligation  is  imposed  on  this  body,  other  than 
to  determine  whether  or  not  it  be  expedient  to 
adopt  auy  new  provisions  for  the  case ;  and,  in 
deciding,  that  question,  we  ure  left  to  th^  dictatea 
of  our  own  judgments.  The  unforeseen  magni- 
tude of  the  case  mav  have  justified  the  course 
pursued  by  the  President,  and  yet  furnish  no  sub- 
siantiiQ  argument  against  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. Because  the  Executive  has  thought 
E roper  to  manifest  his  respect  for  tbe.  will  of  the 
legislature,  it  does  not  follow,  therefore,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be  divested  of 
the  power  he  has  so  long  possessed,  and  which 
bas  been  exercised  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  par-* 
ties.  We  are  not  called  oppn  to  decide  whether 
the  President  ought  to  have  referred  the  subject 
to  Congress,  nor  should  the  fact  of  his  having 
done  so  influence  out  decision.  He  determinea 
what  was  his  duty,  and  we  are  the  judges  of  ours* 
Without,  therefore,  questioning  the  propriety  of 
his  conduct,  the  committee  have  submitted  the 
opinion,  thatthe  present  case  should  take  the  course 
which  uas  ^een  uniformly  given  to  all  others  of  a 
like  nature.  We  consider  the  rights  of  an  individual 
as  sacred  as  the  rights  of  thousands ;  the  prop* 
erty  of  the  one  entitled  to  as  much  security  aa 
the  property  of  t|^e  many.  We  say  the  magni- 
tude of  (he  case  does  not  vary  the  principle — uni- 
formity of  decision  is  essential  to  the  purposes  of 
justice.  If,  therefore,  it  be  no  invasion  of  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  that  the  power  vested 
m  the  Treasury  Department  U  exercised  in  rela- 
tion to  violations  of  law  committed  by  one,  the 
number  cannot  make  it  otherwise.  And,  allow 
me  to  add  that,  if  any  further  evidence  of  the 
correctness  of  the  report  cotlld  have  been  desired, 
it  has  been  fully  supplied  by  thediscussioa  in  which 
we  are  engajg^ed.  Qenilemeti  urge  the  necessity 
of  taking  this  case  from  the  established  tribunal ; 
and  yet,  if  they  shall  succeed,  ^carcel^  any  two 
agree  how  it  should  be  decided.  It  is  obvious, 
therefore,  that  a  majority  cannot  be  had  in  favor 
of  any  decision  which  conforms  to  their  ideas  of 
justice  individually,  or  which  is  not,  according 
to  their  respective  views  of  the  subject,  necessa- 
rily compounded  of  right  and  wrong;  I  am,  in- 
deed, astonished  that  this  debate  alone  has  not 
produced  the  conviction  that  a  legislative  body 
IS  not  calculated  for  the  investigation  and  deter* 
mination  of  cases  like  the  present.  If,  howeveri 
we  are  to  investigate  in  this  way  on  the  estab- 
lished usages  of  the  Qovernment.  it  is  apparent 
that  our  session  must  be  perpetual;  and  that  the 
enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  so  far 
from  being  directed  by  any  uniform  rule,  will 
depend  on  the  party  feelings  and  party  circum- 
stances of  the  day.  From  the  extraordinary  di- 
versity of  sentiment  exhibited  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, we  Dday  infer  what  would  have  been  the 
situation  of  Congress,  had  they  undertaken  to 
decide  the  numerous  cases  of  a  similar  nature 
heretofore  determined  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. And  yet  those  oases  have  been  decided, 
unquestionablyi  by  some  uniform  rule,  and,  car- 


S27 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS. 


828 


H.  OP  R. 


MerchantB*  Bonds. 


Deoembbr,  1812. 


Uinlf,  without  murmur  or  complaint.  But,  sir, 
it  is  contended  by  the  gentleraanr  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  that  the  reference 
proposed  oy  the  report  is  to  yest  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  with  unconstitutional  legis- 
lative power  to  levy  a  tax.  If  I  understood  the 
course  of  his  argument,  it  was  this-^that,  on 
application  bv  a  party  who  has  incurred  fines, 

Penalties,  or  rorfeitures,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Veasury^  he  is  authorized  to  tn!r]uire  only  in|o 
the  fact  whether  there  be  wilful  negligence  or 
fraud;  and  to  decide  accordingly ;  that  he  is  to 
look  at  th<;  character  of  the  violation  of  the  law, 
and  not  at  its  consequences  upon  the  community. 
The  gentleman  infers  from  the  points.particular- 
ly  investigated  by  the  Cotdmittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  that  com- 
mittee, that  the  question  of  fraud  or  wilful  negli- 
gence constitutes  no  part  of  the  inquiry ;  that  ihe 
question  appears  to  be,  what  extra  profits  have 
accrued  to  the  petitioners  in  consequence  of  the 
existence  of  the  law  they  have  violated ;  that  it 
is  in  the  nature  of  the  assessment  of  a  tax,  and, 
therefore,  belongs  exclusively  to  the  Legislature. 
I  must  be  permitted.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  deny  the 

{^remises  and  the  conclusions  of  tlie  gentleman 
rom  South  Carolina,  and  I  shall  be  sustained  by 
the  statute  delegating  the  power  of  remission  to 
the  Treasury  Department.  After  directing  the 
mode  in  which  cases  may  be  brought  before  that 
tribunal,  it  provides:  '*who  (referring  to  the  Sec- 

*  retary  of  the  Treasury)  shall  thereupon  have 
'  power  to  mitigate  or  remit  such  fine,  forfeiture,  or 
'  penaltjK,  or  remove  such  disability,  or  any  part 

*  thereof,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  shall  have 

*  been  incurred  without  wilful  negligence  or  any 
'  intention  of  fraud  in  the  person  or  personsincur- 

*  ring  the  same.^  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  plain,  ob- 
Tious  construction  of  this  provision  ?  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  vested  with  a  conditional 
pardoning  power.  .He  is  authorized  tq  exercise 
in  the  first  place  the  judicial  function  of  deter- 
mining from  the  facts  and  circumstianqfs  whether 
there  has  been  wilful  negligence  or  any  intention 
of  fraud;  and  upon  the  decision  of  that  question 
depends  his  subse|qoent  authority.  Ifhe  believes 
there  has  been  wilful  negligence  or  fraud,  he  has 
no  power  under  the  law  to  remit  or  mitigate ; 
and  it  is  in  the  absence  of  thesp  only  he  is  per- 
mitted to  extend  relief.  The  expression  of  wiN 
ful  negligence  or  fraud,  which  is  so  construed  as 
to  constitute  the  delegation  of  power,  is  in  fapt  a 
limitation  tipon  the  power  which  would,  have 
been  given,  had  that  expression  been  omitted.  To 
prove  this  position,  I  will  recur  to  the  law. 
"  Who  (referring  to  the  Secretary  of  tjie  Treasu- 

*  ry)  shall  tbereupon  have  power  to  mitigate  or 

*  remit  such  fine,  forfeiture,  or  penalty,  or  remove 
'such  disability  or  any  part  thereof.'*  Here, 
there  is  unquestionably  the  delegation  of  an  un- 
qualified, unlimited  power  of  miti^tion  or  remis- 
sion ;  and  the  following  concludinf^  part  of  the 
sentence  imposes  a  restriction  upon  it:  ^  If  in  his 
'  opinion  the  same  shall  have  been  incurred  with- 

*  out  wilful  negligence  or  any  intention  of  fraud 
'  in  the  person  or  persons  incurring-  the  same.''  I 


say,  therefore,  that  the  construction  which  has 
been  giveti  to  the  law  is  perfectly  inconsistent 
with  Its  provisions ;  that,  so  fat  from, the  fact  of 
wilfu)  negligence  or  fraud,  or  the  character  of  the 
oflence,  constituting  the  only  question  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry in  the  exercise  of  his  pardoning  power — 
that  power  does  not  commence  until  after  the 
ascertainment  of  that  fact.  -  II  being  ascertained 
that  the  party  who  has  incurred  a  penalty  is 
not  guilty  of  wilful  negligence  or  fraud,  then 
^he  condition  of  the  discretionary  .authority  vest- 
ed in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  fulfilled^ 
and  he  ^*  shall  thereupon  have  power  to  miti- 
gate or  remit,^'  dbe.  Then  tt  is  he  has  the 
^*power"  of  pardon,  but  is  still  the  judge  whether 
it  shall  be  exercised  at  all,  and  to  wha|  extent. 
If  jt  were  intended  that  in  the  absence  of  wilful 
negligence  and  fraud  he  should  have  no  discre- 
.  tion,  the  words  of  the  law  would  have  been  im« 
perative.  Instead  of  giving  *'the  power,''  they 
Would  have  directed  under  such  circumstances  a 
remission  of  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties  In- 
curred. So  very  different;  however,. is  the  provi- 
sion of  the  law,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  not  only  the  judge  whether  he  will  inter- 
pose his  merciful  authority  at  all ;  but  whether 
It  shall  be  exercised  in  the  form  of  total  remis- 
sion or. of  mitigation.  This  latter  discretion  is 
inconsistent  with  the  idea,  that  in  the  absence  of 
wilful  neg^li^ence  or  fraud  he  is  bound  to  remit. 
In  determining,  therefore,  on  the  extent  of  relief 
which  shall  be  afforded^  it  is  not  only  his  right^ 
but  his  bounden  duty,  to  examine  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  in  all  these  relations. 

Sir,  neither  the  inquiries'  of  a  committee  nor 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Oailatih  can  affect  the  provi- 
sions \>f  your  statute.  The  Secretary  has,  or  he 
has  not,  a  discretionary  power  under  the  statute^ 
and  that  must  be  decided*  by  the  provisions  Of  the 
statute  alone.  If  I  have  shown  that  the  pardon- 
ing power  is  vested  in  the  Treasury  Depaitment 
in  eases  only  Where  the  parties  have  not  been 
l^uiliy  of  wilful  negligence  or  fraud,  and  that  it 
IS  a  discretionary  power,  it  follows  conclusively 
that  the  chura/cter  of  the  offence  is  not  the  only- 
subject  for  consideration ;  but  that  the  benefit  the 
ofibnder  has  derived  from  his  offence,  and  its  con- 
sequences upon  the  community,  are  to  be  regard- 
ed.' The  object  of  punishment  is  the  prevention 
of  crimes;  and  it  is  essential  to'  that  object  that 
the  pardoning  power  should  not  be  so  exercised 
as  to  make  the  viol»tion  of  a  law  profitable  to  the 
offender.  To  avoid  this,  it  necessarily  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  mitigating  power,  to  have  refer*' 
e nee  to  the  profits  which  the  party  has  gained 
from  his  disobedience.  The  distinction  which 
has  been  drawn  between  this  case  and  others  6f  a 
like  nature,  by  thd  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, in  consequence  of  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  is  fairly  resolva- 
ble into  this:  that  the  Secretary  of  th^  Treasury 
may,  or  may  not,  remit  or  mitigate  as  he  shall 
think  proper,  provided  his  decision  be  influenced 
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by  a  particular  train  of  reasoniDff ;  that  the  legal- 
ity or  rather  constitatiomility  <h  the  act  of  remit* 
ting  or  refueiog  to  remit  depends  on  the  precise 
-coarse  of  reasoning  which  the  Secretary's  nnind 
happens  to  employ  ;  that,  because  the  present  pe- 
titioners have  made  enormous  profits,  amounting 
to  a  heavy  tax  on  the  people,  in  consequence  of 
the  existence  of  the  law  which  they  have  viola- 
ted^ therefore  the  Secretary  is  boood.to  leixUt  the^ 
penalties  they  have  incurred.. 

Sir.  the  distinction  oi  the  gentleman  is  in  my 
appr^ension  utterly  without  foundation.  The 
question  is,  have  these  violations  of  law  been  the 
result  of  wilful  negligence  or  frajud  ;  if  they  have 
not  (^and  it  is  on  this  plea  that  the  cabse  of  the 
petitioners  19  defendedV  then  their  case  is  fairly 
tiefore  the  Treasury  J3epattment;  is  precisely 
auch  a  case  as  i9  contemplated  hj  the  statute  to 
which  I  have  referred,  and  is  dtstmguished  in  no 
way  (except  by  the  number  of  individoaU  con- 
cerned) from  hundreds  of  oases  which  have  been 
decided  by  that  tribunal.  On  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject Mr.  Chairman,  I  moat  be  permitted  to  go 
further.  I  contend,  not  only  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  fuU  powers  over  this,  case; 
but  that  Congress  have  not,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  legislate  upon  it  The  revenue  laws  and 
the  act  of  non-importation  vest  one-half  of  the 
fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  incurred  under 
them,  in  the  persons  who  shall  give  information 
of  their  infraction,  and  in  certain  officers.  That 
half,  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  is  beyond  the  legi- 
timate control  of  the  National  Legislature.  In 
England  the  King  has  the  general  powf  r  of  par- 
dontnffy  and  yet  l^e  cannot  remit  that  part  of  any 
fine,  forfeiture,  or  penalty,  which  is  to  accrue  to 
informers.  It  is  a  principle  of  the  common  law« 
that  the  party  giving  information  acquires  a  pri- 
Tate  property  in  the  reward  offered  by  penal  stat- 
utes, and  it  IS  this  principle  alone  which  limits 
the  pardoning  power  of  the  King  in  relation  to 
4be  rights  of  intormera.  The  doctrine  is,  that  "he 
f  cannot  pardon  an  offence  against  a  popular  or 
'  penal,  statute  after  inlormatlon  broogtit,  far 
'  thereby  the  infornier  has  accmired  a  private  pro<- 
*  perty  in  his  part  or  penalty/^  Shall  it  be  said 
that  private  rights  are  less  protected  in  this  coun- 
try than  in  England  7  The  correctness  of  the 
doctrine  in  its  fullest  extent  has  been  admittedby 
the  Speaker  and  the  gentleman  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, (Mf.  Chsves,)  but  they  have  urged  distTn- 
guishing  circunastances  which,  in  their  apprehen- 
sion, render  it  inapplicable  to  the  present  ease. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  contends 
that  it  is  distiogaished  from  the  cases Jn  which 
the  Crown  can  not  remit  the  informer's  *part,  by 
the  circumstances,  that  the  penahiles  in  this, case 
are  to  be  recovered  for  the  United  States  in  the 
names  of  their  officers,  and  that  it  is  only  in  .the 
«vent  of  absolute  recovery  they  acquire  any  pro- 
;perty.  If  the  gentleman  will  refer  to  ^he  statute 
he  will  find  .proteeutions  are  not  coi^fined  .to  the 
officers  of  Qovernment,  but  that  they  may. be  in- 
4itituted  4t  the  instance  of  informers.  And  if 
they  w«re  so  confined,  I  know  of  no  principle  of 
iaw  or  reason  which,  UAdei  aiich  circumatane^s, 


would  make  a  distinction  between  the  ryhts  of 
an  officer  and  an  informer.  The  form  of  prose- 
cution prescribed  by  the  statute  eannot  affect  the 
question.  The  {act  that  the  right  of  property  in 
the  proportion  of  fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitureiL 
accruinjp  to  infprmers  or  collectors,  i«  not  perfected 
until  alter  absolute  recovery,  so  ,far  from  being 
a  distinguishing  circumstance,  is  necessarily  the 
case  unacr  all  penal  statutes,  whether  in  England 
or  in  this  country.  But  it  does  not  follow  that 
because  the  right  of  property  is  not  perfect  ijntil 
the  prosecution  is  concluded^  no  right  accrues 
from  its  commencement.  Nor  will  it  be  contend- 
ed that  a  citizen  can  be  arbitrarily  divested  of  a 
qualified  right  with  more  propriety  than  of  a  per- 
fect right.  But,  says  the  gentleman,  if  the  power 
of  Congress  is  not  complete,  why  delegate  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  disposition  of  that 
half  of  the  penalties  accruing  to  the  United  States. 
Sir,  we  do  not  propose  to  delegate  any  authority 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  we  barely  say 
it  is  ioexpedient  ,to  take  froln  him  that  which  he 
already  possesses. 

In  our  turn^  we  ask,  why  take  the  case  from 
the  established  tribunal  which  alone  has  compe- 
tent and  ample  jurisdiction,  when  your  authority 
is  thus  limited?  It  is  sal^  by  the  honorable 
Speaker  that,  in  England,  the  Crown  cannot  re- 
mit the  informer!s  part  of  a  penalty,  because  the 
power  of  remission  is  not  reserved  in  the  law  de- 
nouncing the  penalty,  but  that,  in  our  lawsj  the 
power  is  reserved.  This  is  an  admission  that  the 
persons  claiming  one-half  of  a  penalty  or  forfeit- 
ure do  acquire  a  private  property  from  the  com- 
mencement of  prosecution,  and  that  there  is  no 
power  to  divest  them  of  it,  except  what  is  re- 
served, by  our  laws.  The  question,  therefore, 
which  we  have  to  examine  is  brought  within  very 
narrow  limits — Whal  power  is  reserved  bv  our 
laws?  It  is  found  in  the  provision  which  I  have 
already  had  occasion  to  notice  in  the  course  of 
my  remarks,  h  is  the  provision  which  delegates 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  power  to 
remit,  in  whole^  or  in  part,  all  fines,  forfeitures, 
and  penalties,  "  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  shall 
have  been  incurred  without  wilful  negligence 
oi^any  intention. of  fraud  in  the  person  or  persona 
incurring  the  same."  The  statute,  of  which  this 
provision  is  a  part,  previously  directs  the  mode  by 
which  cases  shall  be  broqght  before  the  Treaftury 
Department,  and  guaranties  to  the  parties  in 
whom  one-half  of  ^uch  penalties  is  vested,  the 
right  of  being  heard.  An  opportunity  is  afforded 
them  of  flrhowing  "  thai  there  has  been  wilful  neg- 
ligence or  fraud  >"  and  jf  they  establish  that  fact, 
their  right  to  the  proportion  allowed  them  by  law 
is  consummated..  There  being  no  power  of  re- 
mission reserved  in  cases  where,  in  the  opinion 
of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there  has  been 
fraud  or  wilful  negligence,  it  results,  according  to 
the  admission  of  gentlemen,  that,  in  such  cases, 
to  remit  would  be  to' invade  the  sanctity  of  pri- 
vate rights.  The  position  I  take  Is  this:  that  ao 
soonns  an  informer  gives  information  of  the  vio- 
lation of  a  penal  statute,  he  acquires  an  inchoate 
right  to  hia  proportion  of  the  fine,  forfeiture,  or 
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peDaltT  ioeurred,  subject  only  to  the  qualified 
controiiiDg  authority  vested  in  the  Treasury  De- 
]Mirtment;  he  commences  hts  claim  under  the 
then  ezistinjr  laws  of  the  land  and  protected  by 
their  provisions;  and  no  new  conditions  impair- 
ing that  claim  can  be  imposed  on  the  prosecution 
of  his  right,  without  being  ex  post  facto  in  their 
nature  and  operation.  His  right  to  the  legal  pro- 
portion of  the  penalties  incurred  by  the  petition- 
ers is  perfect  against  all  persons  or  authorities 
whatsoever,  except  the  conditional  power  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. '  But,  yays  the  hon- 
orable Speaker^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
a  mere  Executive  officer,  and  whatever  Congress 
can  do  by  him  they  mav  do  themselves.  It  is 
true  that  Congress  may  aoolfsh  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, or  6iay  direct  the  duties  to  be  perform- 
ed by  whomsoever  and  in  any  manner  they  may 
? lease,  provided  they  legislate  prospectively;  but 
deny  the  correctness  of  the  position,  as,  in  tended. 
to  be  understood.  Whether  he  be  an  Executive 
officer  is  not  material,  inasmuch  as  the  character 
of  the  officer  neither  increases  nor  diminishes  the 
controlling  power  of  Congress.  In  relation,  how 
ever,  to  the  subject  now  before  U5,  he  presents 
himself  in  the  twofold  character  of  Judicial  and 
Executive.  He  is  authorized  to  judge  whether 
there  has  been  wilful  negligence  or  fraud,  and,  in 
their  absence,  to  exercise  the  power  of  pardon. 
He  derives  bis  appointmeut  from  the  stme  source 
whence  the  judges  receive  theirs,  and  the  control 
of  Congress  over  each  is  the  same.  What  would 
be  said  of  a  pitiposition  submitted  to  this  Hobse 
for  taking  froiki  the  courts  of  law  any  depending 
cause  embracing  the  case  of  individuals,  for  the 
purpose  of  deciding  it  ourselves  ?  And  1  humbly 
conceive  there  is  no  substantial  distinction  be- 
tween such  A  case  and  the  present,  whether  you 
Tegard  the  power  of  Congress  or  the  private 
tights  of  the  citizen.  If.  under  the  idea  of  the 
power  to  do  ourselves  what  we  can  do  by  others, 
retrospective  laws  can  be  enacted,  disregarding 
Tights  already  accrued ;  then,  indeed,  is  private 
propertjr  sutnect  to  the  whim  and  caprice  of  every 
aucceeding  Congress.  Can  It  be  said  that  it  is  a 
mere  change  of  remedy  and  not  of  right,  to  take 
this  case  from  the  Treasury  Department,,  when, 
in  your  investigation,  or  rather  decision  without 
investigation,  the  parties  who  have  acquired  a 

Property  in  the  matter  to  be  decided,  have  not 
een  heard?  No,  sif,  it  is  to  deprive  them  of  all 
remedy,  and  consequently  to  destroy  their  right. 
So  far  as  we  are  furnished  with  precedents  in  the 
Iwslatioo  of  this  country,  they  confirm  the  view 
of^thls  subject  I  have  endeavored  to  present.  On 
«n  examination  of  our  statute  book,  it  will  be 
found  that,  in  every  act  which  has  been  passed, 
"Where  the  only  object  of  le([islation  was  the  re- 
mission of  fines  and  penalties,  the  rights  of  in- 
formers are  expressly  recognised.  It  is  true,  as 
was  stated  by  the  Speaker,  that  certain  acts  have 
passed  repealing  penal  statutes  generally,  and 
which  contained  a  clause  remitting  all  penalties 
incurred  under  them,  without  expressly  reserving 
whatever  rights  might  have  accrued  to  infof m- 
•  era.    Thoae  statutes^  however,  had  been  of  shott 


duration,  and  it  is  not  known  that  any  violations 
had  -taken  place,  without  which  no  nglits  could 
have  accrued.  But,  while  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  examples,  to  which  I  have  referred,  are 
indicative  of  the  regard  paid  to  private  rights  by 
our  predecessors,  the  honomble  Speaker  cannot 
seriously  urge  his  cases  as  precedents  upon  the 
subject.  He  b  too  well  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances which  are  essential  to  give  authority 
to  precedents,  and  too  well  convinced  that  they 
do  not  exist  in  the  examples  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred, to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  draw  the 
proper  distinctions. 

But,  Mr.  Cbairfnan.  gentlemen  have  Jnferred, 
from  circumstances,  vvhat  will  be  the  decision  of 
this  case,  if  lef\  to  the  ordinary  tribunal ;  and,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  their  real  objection  applies  to 
the  nature  of  that  decision,  rather  than  to  the  ref- 
erence proposed  by  the  Committee.  If  it  were 
understood  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
would  remit  ufaconditionally  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures  that  have  been  incurred,  I  apprehend, 
the  report  would  have  been  considered  perfectly 
proper  by  some  of  those,  at  least,  who  are  now 
most  opposed  to  it.  Is  this  a  sufficient  reason  for 
wresting  the  case  from  the  established  tribunal, 
and  especially  when  scarcely  any  two  agree  pre^ 
cisely  how  it  should  be  decided  1  As  well  might 
any  party,  having  a  cause  depending  before  a. 
court,  claim  the  right  tQ  be  tried  by  some  other 
tribunal,  bedause,  he  apprehends,  the  honest  opin- 
ion of  the  judge  is  not  so  favorable  to  his  yiews 
as  he  could  desire.  If  gentlemen  have  anticipated 
correctly  what  will  be  the  decision  of  the  Treas>- 
ury  Department,  I  confess  it  is  more  favorable  to 
the  petitioners  than  would  be  my  decision,  if  I 
should  be  called  upon  to  decide.  But  that  being 
the  tribunal  to  which  the  case  properly  belongs, 
and  it  being  competent,  in  every  way,  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  parties  concerned^  I  will  not  consent 
to  change  it. 

<  The  alarm  which  has  been  excited  by  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph,  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Gallatin  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
1  consider  totally  grounrdless.  In  speaking  of  the 
forfeitures  aud  penalties  incurred  by  the  petition- 
ers, he  remarks  that : 

"  With  respect  to  the  one-half  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  justice  to  the  community  requires  that, 
when  remitted,  at  least  an  equivalent  may  be  secured 
to  the  public  for  the  extra  profit  beyond  that  on  com- 
mon importations  which  arises  from  the  continuance 
of  the  non-importation  act." 

The  word  ^equivalent"  has  been  construed  to 
imply  a  loan  of  money  to  the  Government,  and  it 
is  odipos  and  abominable.  Whether  the  inter- 
pretation'be  correct,  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine; 
but,  supposing  it  to  be  so.  it  does  not  folloir  that 
there  exists  any  foundation  for  the' degrading  im- 
putations which  have  been  so  lavishly  bestowed. 
The  annexation  of  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties, 
to  the  violation  of  law,  is  aotbbrived  by  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  society,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  practice  of  all  Qovernments ;  it  is  intended 
to  prevent  the  commission  of  offences.  .  The  rea- 
ervalioil  of  a  power  to  renit  or  mkigtte,  ecoord- 
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in|f  to  extettoafiog  c^renmstaiicei,  has  also  been 
found  expedient.    Ib  the  preseia tease,  the  parties 
have  ioeurred  the  penalties  of  a  law  not  of  an 
ordinapf  eharaijlter ;  of  ^  law  which  appeals  to 
the  patriotism  of  the  eoantiy,  which  was  enacted 
y^iih  the  sole  object  of  aieeting  the  int^e^t  of 
the  enemy,  and  thereby  ealbreiogdQe  respect  for 
the  righta  of  the  natioib    The  petitioners  plead 
exteooating  circamstances ;  bat,  the  fact  is  incon- 
trovertUile  that,  by  their  Tioiation  of  yoor  law, 
the  diatiress  it  was  iodtctin^  on  the  enemy  has 
beeo  alleviated,  and  tiiey  enriched  to  an  voezaro- 
pled  extent.    The  qoestion  is,  shall  they  be  re* 
lieTed  from  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  thejr 
have  incurred/  eilner  in  whole  or  .in  part  ?    It  is 
admitted  by  all,  that  there  is  nothing  dishonora- 
ble  or  unJQst  in  the  id^  of  mitigation ;  or,  in 
other  words,  of  remitting  only  a  part  of  the  legal 
punishment ;  and,  indeed,  the  statute  giTitig  the 
pardoning  power  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, provides'  for  cases  in  which  justice  may  re- 
quire that  a  part  of  a  penalty  should  be  remitted, 
but  not  the  whole;  he  has  the  discretion  of  re- 
mitting, or  mitigating,  or  removing  disabilities,  in 
whole  or  in  part.    To  mitigate  a  penalty  legally 
incurred ;  to  require  the  payment  of  a  sum  less 
than  what  is  legally  doe,  is  a  relaxation  Of  strict 
right,  which  may  be,  and  often  is,  called  f6r  by 
extenuating   circumstances,  which  would   ren- 
der  the  enforcement  of  the  whole  penalty  op- 
pressive. 'Having  determined  what  part  in  justice 
and  equity  you  ouebt  to  exactj  the  changing  of 
the  sum  which  it  has  been  determined  right  to 
demand,  for'the  ioan  of  ^  laVger  .sum,  (leaving  it 
optional  to  the  party  to  pay  the  one  or  lend  the 
other,)  is  only  the  continuation  of  the  same  prin- 
ciple.   It  is  money  in  one- shape  for  money  in  an- 
other shape.    It  is  not  the  commutation  of  a  for- 
feited life  for  money ;  it  is  not  the  substitution  of 
a  punishment  of  K  different  nature ;  it  is  only  one 
of  the  modificatiotos.of  which  the  same  punish- 
ment is  susceptible.    The  whole  of  the  argument 
on  either  side  rests  on  the  justice  or  injustice  of 
exacting  any  portion  of  the  penalties  and  forfeit- 
ares  incurred.    Admit  that  we  have  a  right  in 
eqoitj^o  the  whole  or  a  part,  and  the  commuta- 
tion of  the  sum  thus  equitably  due  for  ^h^  loan 
of  a  larger  sum,' (at  the  option  of  the  V^rty.)  it 
nothing  more  nor .  less  than  an  extension  or  the 
mitigating  principle ;  it  is  a  further  relaxation 
and  not  an  act  of  oppression.    Where,  then,  I 
ask,  is  the  foundation  for  the  abominable  charac- 
ter which  has  been  attributed  to  thesuppoised  idea 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  ?    Is  there  any 
analogy  between  such  a  course  of  proceeding  and 
the  oppressions  of  theavaricioua  fienrv  Ylt,  and 
bit  vile  instraments,  Bmpson  and  Dudley?  Were 
the  compositions,  during  his  reign,  not  the  resoU 
of  iHegiTl  and  oppressive  prosecutions?    Is  the 
possession  of  money  the  only  offbnce  of  Which 
the  present  petitioners  are  guilty?    Rave  they 
violated  no  law  constttntionally  passed,  and  in-^ 
curred  no  penaltie!^  ?    Have  th\ey  been  prosecuted 
without  \he  sanctiob  of  statute,  and  for  the  sole' 
parpose  of  exacting  compositions  ?    The  intelli- 
gent mind  of  the  gentleman  from  BotHh  Carolina 


(Mr.  Canvna)  cannot  fail  to  perceive  the  dibtinep 
tion ;  and  I  rely  on  his  candor  for  a  correction  of 
the  unnatural  association  he  has  presented  to  the 
House. 

Sir,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  that,  in  the  exercise 
ofconseientious scruples,  gentlemen  have  forgotten 
the  rights  of  all  except  the  violators  of  your  law. 
The  spirit  of  the  Conatitution  has  been  invoked  in 
their  behalf,  and  yet,  in  grantiniir  them  a  total  re- 
mission of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  they  have 
incurred,  no  Constitutional  difficulties  are  felt  i|^ 
relation  to  the  riffhts  of  the  comnumily.  The 
very  gentlemen  who  denied  the  authority  of  Cobp 
gress,  on  a  former  occasion,  to  grant  a  bank  char- 
ter, on  the  ground  of  its  beio^  a  monopoly,  and 
of  monopolies  not  being  sanctioned  by  the  Coi»- 
stitutton,  win,*  by  the  unqualified  remission  they 
propose,  constitute  the  petitioners  monopolists  to 
all  intents  and  |»ucposes.  A  law  is  in  operatioa 
forbidding  the  imporution  of  British  merchan- 
dise ;  n  ^w  merchants  import  such  prohibited 
merchandise,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  exclusion 
of  competition  by  the  law,  demand  what  pricca 
they  please,  and  obtain  what  they  demand.  Now, 
if  Congress  shall  sanction  their  act,  by  givin|r 
them  the  enjoyment  of  their  gains,  they  will 
have  granted  a  monopoly  in  every  sense  of  tha 
letm.  Snppo^e  a  proposition  had  been  made  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  give  the  petition- 
ers the  exclusive  rifht,  f^r  a  limited  time,  to  liar 
port  British  goods,  is  there  a  man  who  would  not 
nave  said  it  is  unconstitutional  ?  If  it  would  have 
bean  bnepnatitutional,  then,  to  grant  A  monopoly, 
it  must  be  equally  so  to  sanction  it  now.  There 
can  be  no  rational  distinction  between  granting 
it  befordiabd,  and  sanctioning  it  alter  the  fact. 
The  Constitution  expressly  forbida.  any  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  which  shall  aive  a  prcferenoa 
to  the  ports  of  ote  State  over  those  ol  another, 
and  the  spirit  of  that  instrument  equally  forbida 
any  preference  to  one  class  of  merchants  ov<ir 
another*  Should  the  late  importations  be  legale 
ixed^  yon  do  sanction  a  preference  to  the  porta  of 
one  State  over  those  or  antither,  in  the  pseciae 
proportion  that  the  importations  to  such  porta 
nave  been  greater  relatively  to  other  ports  than 
they  would  have  been,  had  your  prohibitory  stat- 
ute not  been  in.  force.  Unquestionably  you  wiU 
haye  secured  to  a  few  individuals  the  benefits  of 
a  trade  from  which  'the  rest  of  the  nation  is  exp 
eluded,  and  by  which  exclusion  those  benefits  art 
greatly  enhanced. 

SiT)  there  is  another  view  of  this  question,  to 
which  1  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee.  The  total  retaissioa,  which  has 
been  so  eloquently  urged,  involves  a  new  princi- 
ple, unheard  of  in  the  history  of  any  country  $  n 
principle  hostile  to  the  primarv  objects  of  Gbvern* 
ment,  and  subversive  of  the  best  interesu  of  so- 
ciety. It  is  not  to  pardon  the  offenders  only,  bat 
to  give  them  a  premium  for  their  disobedience ; 
to  place  them  in  a  better  situation  than  they 
would  have  been,  had  they,  like  other  citizena^ 
obeyed  the  law.  Although  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion exists  as  to  the  extent,  yet  It  is  admitted  by 
the  petitioners  themselves  that  their  proftu  iiava 
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bcfen  eDhftoced  in  cooseqoeoee  of  the  existepee  of 
the  law  they  bare  violated.  To  allow  them  tlie^e 
prpfits  is  ail  alarmiog  inDorattOD  op  tlie  ordinary 
principles  of  pardon  ;  it  in  to  make  it  the  interest 
of  eTcry  man  to  disobey  the  laws  of  bis  eountry. 
Ton  cannot  pursue  thie  cotiirse  wiihoat  abandon- 
isg  the  rights  of  th^  community, ^nd  endanger- 
ing the  inajesty  of  the  laws.  , Either  rraeal  the 
noa^'importation  act,  or  do  not  permit  a  few  indi- 
Tidaals  to  disobey  its  express  provisions  with  im- 
punity, and  then  eonyiert  that  disobedience  and 
the  continuance  of  th;»  prohibitory  statute  ipto  a 
Bono  poly  in  their  favor. 

It  i$  not  nrf  iniention.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  exam- 
ine the  evidence  which  nas  been  presented  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  That  task  has 
been  performed,  and  ably  performed,  by  the  two 
members  of  the  committee  (Messrs.  Johnboit 
and  RoBBRi^a)  who  have  preceded  me.  I  cofir 
aider  the  i^itrodnction  of  any  testimony  wholly 
unnecessary;  hut,  if  it  be,  necessary,  that  which 
iias  boen  collected  ii  totally  Insufficient, 'aad 
•ooght  to  hare  no  wej^ht  in  support  of  the  pre* 
taittions  of  the  petitioners*  To  determine  the 
proposition  of  the  committee  for  referring  the 
«a8e  $0  the  decision  of  the  ordinary  tribunal}  I 
cannot  perceire  the  possible  necessity  of  evideiioe 
4»f  amy  sort,  but  if  It  be  material  I  protest  a^^in^t 
that  which  is  now  before  you.  I  assert,  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  such  testimony 
iMTer  was  admitted  in  a  case  of  private  right 
Vafbre  any  tribtfnai  whatsoever.  In  w4iat  does  it 
oottsist  ?  The  statements  of  the  petitioners  and 
flf  parties"  interested,  many  of  whom  were  not 
•¥en  sworn,  l  personally  attach  as  much  credit 
fo  those  stataments  aar  1  would  to  the  statein^ls 
of  respectable  men  generally  under  similar  cir- 
enmstancfes.  But  no  ope  of  any  experience  can 
be  ignorant  of>  the  imperfbctions  of  human  na* 
ture,  and  of  the  powerful  influence  of  interest 
orer  the  minds  oi  the  beat  of  men.  The  anal- 
ogy which  has  been  drawn  by  th^  gentlemaa 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr«  0hbtb8)  frood  the 
testimony  lately  taken  before  a  committee  of  the 
Hous^  or  Commons  in  Bngland,  on  the  subject 
af  the  Orders  in  Council,  cannot  be  sustained. 
What  was .  the  nature  of  that  ease,  and  of  the 
avidenee  taken?  The  Orders  in  Counoil  had 
been  adopted  as  a  measure  ^f  great  national  con* 
oernment  and  k  became  a  question  whether,  as 
m  measure  of  policy,  its  efiecis  were  benefioial  or 
injurious  to  the.  nation.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  4he  subject,  and.  in  the  per- 
foroMnice  of  their  duty  they  look  the  testimony 
under  oath  of  persons  resiuing  in  (iifferent  parts 
of  -the  Kingdom,  and  particularly  of  that  class 
whose  interests  had  been  said  to  be  most  affected, ' 
and  who  consequently  could  afford  the  moa^ac- 
earate  information*  What  is  the  case  of  the  peti- 
tioners 1  They  are  not  called  upon  to  give  infhr«K 
mation  of  the  operation  of  anv  national  measpre 
on  the  respective  portions  oi  country  in  which 
Ihey  reside.  Far  different  is  the  case  in  which  their 
testimony  has  been  taken ;  it  is  a  case  on  the  decis- 
ion of  which  their  immediate  interest  depends;  it  is 
a  qneattiMt  of  private  right— of  private  piopertf . 


The  distinction  is  so  clear,  so  irresistible,  that  I 
am  persuaded  further  illustration  would  be  super- 
fliious.    I  night  here,  Mr.  Chaisman^  close  m| 
defence  of  tl^  report  of  the  .committee;  bat  as 
other  gentlemen-  have  diseussed  the  questioa 
whether  the.pe|itionefs  are  entitled  to  rislief,  and 
the  extent  of  such,  relief,  I  may  be  peraiitied 
to  ezpresa  my  opinion  aWa    I  have  Ij^fore  ad- 
mitted that  the  shipment  of  m^rchaadiae  frota 
Boglalid,  after  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  id  Cona* 
cil,  and  before  a  knowledge  of.  the  war.  was.  ua- 
der  aU  the  circumstanees,  ao  act  of  ratiooal  spee- 
ttlation ;  that,  althougb  the  parties  caolioc  plead 
the  absence  of  intention  to  violate  the  law,  aad 
are  not  guiltless,  yet  that  they  may  plead  proba- 
.bin  around  for  the  impression  that  the  polieyof 
the  Taw  was  attained,  and  that  ihey  would  be  re* 
leased  from  its  penaltiei.    It  should  be  remarkei 
however,  that  this  act  of  specolatioa  was  not 
without  known  risk,  because  the  procaedtogs  ef 
the  lasi:  session  of  Congreav.  from  its  coi&meBce- 
ment^  were  of  such  a  character  as  at  least  lo  rea- 
der war  iM>t  an  improbable  events    And  Uie  re- 
fusal at  that  tinae  to  permit,  the' in trodiietion  of 
Ameri(;an  fuads  said  to  be  in  aBnglaaU,  was  a 
ck^r  manifestaUoB  that  in  such  an  avent  the 
AonHmportation  act  would  he  eoniinuad.    Tke 
intervention  of  war,  and  the  continuaiiee  of  that 
act,  have  disappointed  the  eipectationa  of  tbs 
petitiooera,  and  at  the  same  time  eolMDaed  the 
value  of  the'  articles  they  have  imported ;  the 
distress  of  the  enemy  has  been  alleviated,  and 
the  war  probably;proloaged^    Under  these  cir- 
cttmstances,.shool<jl  Conaress  undertake  to  decide, 
(which  |.  hope  they  will  .not.)  we  are  boaadfia 
the  language  of  the  President,  to  ^  conaojt  eqoai- 
Iv  what  is  due  to  equitable  eonsideratioDs,  and  to 
the  public  inierest."    With  that  view»  I  would 
'ffrant  indemnity  to  the  petitioners;  I  would le* 
Onquish  to  them  the  original  cost  of  their  raer- 
chandise^and  the  chargea  thereon,  and  I  would 
rigidly  exact  the  payaieat  of  the  difleienee  be- 
tween that  sum  and  the  vakie  of  the  articles  ia 
this  country.  .  The  principle  I  adopt  is  this:  that 
whatever   extenuating   circumstances    may  be 
urged  in  behalf  of  the  late  violation  oi  law^  they 
cannot  render  it  a  meritorious  act,  and  therefore 
it  ought  not  to  be  rewarded;  that  to  r^mir  the 
profits  of  such  violation,  would  be  to  gitB  a  pn» 
ipium  to  the  parties  fpr  their  disobedience,  by 
placing  them  in  a  better,  ^(nation  than  if  tliey 
had  obeyed  the  law.    Sir,  neither  ft  liberal  aplrit 
of  conciliation,  nor  any  injunction  of  equity,  caa 
demand  for^he  petitioners  more  than  indemnity; 
beyond  that,  justice  to  the  oommuoily  forbids 
you  to  go*    With^  respect  io  those  who  shipped 
after  a  knowledge  of  the  war,  they  are  without  a 
rational  excuse,  and  merit  the  penalties  of  the 
law.    The  refusal  of  Congress  at  its  last  sessioa 
to  repeal  or  suspend  the  oon-imporriatioa  act.  he- 
fore  and  after  the  declaration  of  war.  was  suffi- 
cient warning  of  the  policy  4hat  would  be  pur- 
sued during  the  war;  and,  therefore,  they  have 
knowingly  violated  the  provisions  and  the  policy 
of  the  law.    They  plead  the  fear  of  a  confisca- 
lioo  of  their  .prepeity,  had  it  reqiaiaed  m  £og- 
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land,  nd   jmt  Ike  vewlMato.  an  dtily  proseea- 

tin^  a  trade  bf  wbieh  tbeir  fuada  are  aecaoHila* 

tio^  in   that  eoaatryi    No  man  believes  tbat  a 

naUooy.<soniaiereial  as  is*  England,  will  set  the 

ezaoipie  of  confitc^aUoo ;  nor  has  it  ever  been 

her  ooome  of  policy,  to  do  to.    Release  this  plass 

of  importers  now,  and  yon  eannot  consistently 

refuse  the  sane  measure,  to  tboee  wboHoay  im« 

port  hereafter;  baring  been Testraioed  by  respect 

for  law  until  after  yonr  decision,  they  will,  in 

equity,  have  a  stronger  claim  on  the  merciful  in- 

terp^sitton    o<  Congress.    In  this  way  you  will 

be  forced  to  fbaadoir  the  restrieti re  system.  The 

advocates  for  nnqualified  rerndssioSy  aware  of 

this  eonstquepee,  and  ^ring  its  iofloeneaon  the 

minds  of  a  majority  of  tbis  body,  bare  asmiled 

the  sy steal  with  unasnal  acrimony.    It  .is  repre* 

nentad  na  opesattog  with  more  sererity  upon  our* 

selTes  than  upon,  the  enemy,  as  more  terrible  to 

the  Aneriean  people  than,  pestilence;  more  per- 

nieiona  thaA  the  plagues  of  Bgypt* 

Sir,  is  it  tba  poliey  of  this  Goyemment  to  be 

forced  into  an  abandonm^nt.of  a  measure  or^reat 

naiionai  eonc^nmnpt  by  a  few  indiridi^als,  wbo» 

inflaeoced  by  motires  of  prirate  interest,  bare 

anbaerred  the  views  of  the  enemy  ?    This  House 

has  deteraninedt  .orer  and  orer  agaioi  ibat  tbey 

would  not  abandon  the  system,  and  now  we  are 

called  upon  to  do  so,' in  pomt  of  fact,  undep  com- 

pal»ioB«    I  say  the  petitmneia  have  subeerved  the 

Ttews  of  I&ngland.  •  Why,  in.  shipping  British 

maaoiiaetttres  to  this,  coon tey,  after  a  knowled^ 

of  the  war,  were  tbey  furnished,  with  licenses  pro? 

testing  them  from  British  capturea?    Was  this 

an  aat  of  British  moderation;  of  British  justice  ? 

No*    It  was  dictated  bv  her  ijiterest;  it  was  to 

alleviate  the  miseries  of  their  starring  manufac* 

tarera.      Of  the  effects  of  the  non-impbrtatioki 

net  upon  the  enemv  and  on  the  country,  I  need 

to  say  but  litUe.    That  topic  has  been  ably  and 

eloquently  discussed  by  the  boporable  Speaker. 

He  has  presented  facts  and  circumstances  which, 

while  they  prove  indisputably  that  this  act.  has 

carried  misery  and  wretchedness  into  the  he^rt  bf 

the  British  nation,  it  is  not  the  cause  of  the  pfirtial 

dialresB  which  is-  felt  in  the  United  States.    He 

has  shown  that  the  effects  here,  which  are  attrth- 

uted  to. the  restrictive  mtem.  nave  resulted  from 

the  ^unjuat  measures  of  England,  aipainst  which 

that  system  has  been  directed.  But,  in.  what  doer 

the  distress  of  tne  people  of  this  country  .consist  ? 

D(>  your  cities  present  tUbosaods  o£  poor  wretches 

begging  eoiployment;,  begging  a  little  food  to 

prevent  their  starving  in  the  streets?    No.  sir% 

And  is  such  not  the  unhappy  condition  of  bun? 

dreds  of  thousands  of  the  people  of  England  ?  The 

fact  is  undeniable.    But,  says  the  ^ntlemanfrom 

South  Caroiina>  (Mr*  Canvne,)  this  uoprecedent* 

ed  distress  in  England  is  not  owing  to  the  restrict- 

I       ive  system;  the  United   d^les  never  received 

I       mora  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole,  exports  of 

.       British  roanuiactures,  and  therefore  the  distress 

I       must  have  resulted  from  other  causes.    Sir,  the 

,      gentleman  should  recollect  that  England  is  now 

.      deprived  of  her  other  customers :  and  that,  al- 

I      though  the  loss  of  our-  marJket,  during  the  exist* 


eace  of  ber  former  prosperity,  might  not  have 
been  so  distressing,  yet  that,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, it  may  be  ruinous.  To  a  man  who 
has  an  abuodance  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts 
of  life  about  him,  partial  losses  are  unimportant ; 
but,  take  from  him  who  is  reduced  to  rare  sab- 
sistenee,  and  his  situation  becomes  deplorable. 
The  market  of  the  United  States  is  at  this  mo- 
ment to  England  what  bread  is  to  a  starving  man. 
On  tbis  point  it  was  my  intention  to  have  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  a  view  of  the  testimony 
lately  taken  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  which  is  now  in  my  possession, 
proving  the  injurious  operation  of  our  act  of  lion- 
importation  upon,  the  enemy.  But  my  strength 
is  exhausted,  and  I  will  only  recapitulate,  verr 
briefly,  some  of  the  facts  which  were  establishea. 
It  waa  proved,  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
witnesses  called  from  different  parts  of  the  king- 
dom,'that  the  distresses  of  the  people  are  unpre- 
cedented and  alarming ;  that  the  manufacturing 
poor  are,  to  a  great  extent,  without  employment 
and'  tolerable  subsistence,  and  that  the  effects  of 
hunger  were  visible  in  their  countenances ;  that 
those  who  had  gfven  employment  to  thousands 
from  motives  of  humanity  alone,  wer^  anxiously 
awaiting  the  decisipn  of  Parliament ;  and  if  that 
should  be  in  favor  of  continuing  the  Orders  in 
Council,  they  would  be  compelled  to  abandon 
them  to  their  fate — inevitable  starvation ;  that 
this  awful  sute  of  things  was  owing  principally 
to  the  American  non-importation  act,  and  would 
be  removed  if  the  American  market  could  be 
again  opened  to  them.  It  was  also  proved  that 
South  America  had  been  tried  as  a  substitute  for 
the  American  market,  but  that,  in  every  instance, 
it  was  a  losing  business;  that  experiments  had 
been  made  of  Amelia  Island  and  Canada,  in  the 
hope  that  their,  manufactures  might,  by  smug- 
gling, find  their  way  into  the  United  States,  and 
that  such  adventures  never  returned  their  original 
cost. 

Sir,  the  consequence  of  this  testimony  was  the 
annnlment  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  as  to  meet 
the  provisions  of  your  statute  directing  the  Pres- 
ident, in  such  an  event,  to  discontinue  the  non- 
iibportation  act.  It  is  true,  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
announceing  this  annulment,  pretends  to  make  it 
a  consjqueoce  of  an  act  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, declaring  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  at 
an  end  so  far  ks  they  related  to  the  United  States. 
But  this  is  proved  to  be  a  mere  pretext  by  the 
b6Eicial  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent  himself 
in  April  last,  in  which  he  pronounces,  that  be- 
fore the  Orders  in  Council  snould  berepesled  or 
modified}  France  must  revoke  her  edicts  in  rela- 
tionto  all  the  world ;  that  to  revoke  them  in  rela- 
tion to  the  United  States  only  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient.. In  the  same  monih  (Jun^  l^ist)  in  which 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  modified,  the  British 
Minister  here,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  expli- 
citly declared;  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of 
his  Qovernment,  that  such  were  the  obligations 
by  which  the  Regent  was  bound  to  bis  allies,  that 
he  must  and  would  continue  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil in  full  force,  until  th^re  was'  a  general  and 
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uoqaalified  repeal  of  the  French  edicts. ,  There 
has  been  no  such  repeal,  and  yet  the  Orders  in 
Council  are  modified,  and  that,  too,  immediately 
after  the  testimony  to  which  I  have  alluded  was 
taken.  With  such  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of 
your  restrictive  system,  to  repeal  it  directly,  or  to 
do  that  which  will  lead  to  its  f-epeal,  would  be',  in 
my  opinion,  an  act  of  unexampled  imbecility  and 
folly.  Prosecute  the  war  vigorously,  add  non« 
exportation  and  non-importation,  and  1  do  verily 
believe  you  will  haVe  an  honorable  peace  before 
the  end  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  LowiVDEs  said,  that  he  should  not  at  so 
late  a  period  engage  in  debate,  if  he  did  not  sop* 
pose  toat  some  views  of  the  subject  had  been 
nitherto  unnoticed,  which  although  less  interest- 
ing than  those  taken  by  the  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him.  were  perhaps  not  entirely  onwor* 
thy  of  attention.  But  he  concurred  in  so  many 
of  the  arguments  of  his  colleagues,  that  ra  rising 
after  them  he  should  not  encroach  much  upon 
the  time  of  the  Committee.  Before  he  enteredi 
however,  upon  the  consideration  of  the  ^e8ohl^ 
tion  immediately  in  question,  he  begged  to  be  al-' 
lowed,  in  imitation  of  those  who  had  addressed 
the  chair  before  him,  to  say  something  on  the 
general  policy  of  the  non-impoi'tation  liiw. 

The  effect  expected  from  this  law  must  hare 
been  a  loss  of  employment  at)d  of  income  to  those 
manufacturers  of  England  whom  the  American 
i^arket  previously  maintained.  No  restrictions 
were  imposed  upon'  the  sppply  of  that  country 
with  the  productions  of  this,  and  the  framers  of 
the  law  must  have  calculated  upon  our  mer- 


chants continuing  to  sell  in  England  a  consider- ^  thesobstitoteof  war^bot  itaaoxtliary«   His  friend 


able  proportion  of  the  abundant  exports  of  the 
United  States.  But  of  this  state  of  trade  the  ac- 
cuihulation  of  American  property  in  England 
was  the  necessary  consequence.  The  inconve- 
nience which  we  should  feel  from  losing  the  em- 
ployment of  our  capital  must  have  been  foreseen, 
nut  it  was  supposed  to  be,  and  it  was,  less  to  us 
than  the  injury  to  England  from  .the  loss  of  a 
considerable  part  of  her  mahufucturing  income. 
But  it  was  obvious  that  the  proposition  between 
the  injuries  sufiered  by  the  two  Countries  under 
this  system  must  continually  change.  However 
long  the  system  might  continue,  the  loss  to  Eng- 
land could  in  any  one  year  be  only  the  loss  of  that 
income  which  a  year's  sales  of  her  maikofactures 
here  would  have  procluced.  To  America,'  th€ 
Joss  depending  upon  the  detention  of  her  capital 
must  increase  in  nroportion  to  its  accYtmulation. 
This  result  must  have  been  expected  by  the  fra- 
mers of  the  law.  Tbev  must  have  seen^  that  if 
it  continued  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  the  mere  in- 
terest on  our  capital  detained  might  at  lenspth 
equal  or  exceed  the  value  of  English  manulac- 
tures  of  which  it  prevented  the  sale.  They  mtjst 
have  se^n  that  if  peace  continued  to  permit  their 
accustomed  direction  to  our  exports,  this  change 
in  the  relative  effect  of  the  law  on  the  two  coun- 
tries must  in  time  produce  either  its  modification 
or  suspension.  And  after  this  time,  if  it  cooitinued, 
its  injurious  effect  on  Ensland  mtisi  have  been 
jexpected  to  result  chiefly  frodi  that  irregular  ac* 


tion  on  her  commeree  Had  mnnafaccares  (of 
which  his  colleague  had  spoken  during  the  last 
session)  which  an. alternate  execution  and  tuspen- 
sion  of  it  was  calculated  to  produce.  The  man- 
afacturer,  it  might  be'  expectfd,  would  coiKtane 
to  view  with  anxiety  and  interest  a rmarket  which 
he  would  occasionally  enjoy,  and  would  eoodemn 
the  impolicy  of  his  own  €k).vernmeBt  in  denying 
him  its  regular  and  beif'efioial  custom.  But  if 
the  temporary  suspension  of  the  law  might  have 
been  supposed,  even  rf  peace  had  continued,  nol 
entirely  to  impair  Its  utility,  much  less  would  the 
i^mis&tosi  of  the  penalties  wbioh  the  committee 
were  considering  Impair  it.  The  fotare  aceumH* 
lation  of  our  capital  in  England  woold  be  pre* 
vented  by  the  laws  and  circumstances  of  war. 
Those  who  should  hereafter  place  their  funds 
there  coiild  have  no  cltim  to  our  interposition  in 
their  favor* 

The, honorable  Speaker,  Mr.  L.  acid*,  had  yes- 
terday introduced  his  observations  by  a  ^neral 
panegyric  on  what  he  called  the  reatrictive  ays- 
tern.  But  what  was  this*  system?  He  had 
supposed  it  in  all  its  different  ahapes  of  noa-im* 
portation,  non-intercoufae,  and  eflOibargo,  to  be  an 
•expedient  to  ooerCe  foreign  nations  without  the 
employment  of  military  lorce.  An  exclusion  of 
the  manufactures  of  an  enemy  migbt  indeed  be 
resorted  to  in  war.  He  did  not  deny  that  it  might 
be  right  that  weahonld  exclude  those  of  England 
now.  But  sttcfk  an  exclusion  is  a  part  of  a  rery 
difFeripnt  aystem  from  that  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  applioda.  It  does  not  prevent  the 
employment  of  the  force  of  the  nation.    It  ia  not 


from  Kentucky  was  indeed  the  zealoaa  and  elo- 
.quent  advocate  of  a  system  which  in  common 
with  a  inajority  of  the  House  he  had  abandoned, 
fn  respect  to  the  subject  immediately  before  the 
Committee,  Mr.  L.  said,  that  the  'first  question 
seemed  to  be,  whether  the  act  of  importing  mer- 
chandise prohibited  by  oUr  laws  was,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  petitioners,  such  as  to  ju»> 
tify.its  confiscation.  To  decide  whether  there 
ooglit  to  be  a  forfeiture  it  seemed  necessary  to 
inquire  had  there  been  a  crime  ?  Bat  the  Speaker 
had  anticipated  nearly  all  that  he  could  have 
been  disposed  to  say  upon  this  subject.  He  had 
shown  conclusively  the  injustice  of  punishing 
those  whose  property  had  left  England  before 
our  declaration  of  War  |ras  known  there.  But 
the  same  principles  applied  to  the  property  which 
had  left  England  since,  and  the  numerous  ciase 
of  petitioners  .interested  ia  this  property  would 
^ave  had  at  least  the  argument  of  the  Speaker,  if 
they  could  not  have  his  vote. 

What  wits  the  justification  of  those  whose  pro- 
perty was  ^shipped  before  a  knowledge,  of  war? 
That  h  waa  in  general  the  act  of  their  agents— 
that  their  instructions  were  to  ship  only  when  it 
should  be  legal — that  they  had  reason  to  expect  the 
suspension. of  the  non-importation  law— that  their 
shipofients  were  made  by  the  advice  of  our  high- 
est diplomatic  a^ent  in  England.  Every  one  of 
these  considerations  applies  to  thei  cases  which 
the  'Speaker  excludes  from  reoaiaatoiir.    It  waa 


341 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


842 


Decembgb,  1812. 


Merchants*  Bonds: 


H.  OF  R- 


indeed  said  by  Mr.  Rassell  that  after  war  the  K- 
peal  of  the  Don-importatioa  law  was  do  longer 
expected.  But  he  stiiradvised  the  shipment  of 
American  property.  It  was  still  his  opinion 
^'thdtsueh  shipments  might  be  made  with  safety;'' 
'*  that  if  the  law  should  not  be  aDaulled,  the  spe- 
'  cial  circumstances  under  which  the  snipments 
'  were  made  would  entitlethem  to  an  exemption 
'  from  its  penalties."  Here  was  the  opinion- of  a 
man  with  the  best  information  to  direct  his  judg- 
ment, with  no  interest  that  has  been  suggested  to 
prevent  it.  In  saying  that  the  property  shipped 
after  war  would  be  exempt  from  the  ^nalties  of 
the  non-importation  law,  Mr.  Russell  said  sub- 
stantially that  the  law  would  be  suspended  as  to 
that  property.  On  the  probability,  and  still  more 
upon  the  occurrence  of  wi^r,  the  merchants  of 
every  country  are  accustomed  to  receive  with, 
deference  the  instructions  even  of  their  Consuls. 
They  confide  in  theit*  opinions  without  expecting 
to  learn  their  precise  grounds,  and  i\  would  not 
be  the  least  of  the  evils  whtcb  woohl  grow  out 
of  the  proposed  policy  that  your  citizens  in  for- 
eign coonCries  could-  no  longer  be  expected  to 
confide  in  the  instructions  of  the  foreign  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation. 

But  not  only  the  cases  of  those  whom  the 
Speaker'  would  consign  to  unmitigated  forfei- 
ture appeared  to  me  (Mr.  L.  said)  to  be  enti- 
tled to  equal  favor  with  those  classea  of  cases 
which  he  had  proved  tobe  ionocetat;'bttt  if  there 
were  any  room  for  discrimination,  the  shipments 
which  had  been  made  after  knowledge  of  war,  he 
thought  more  susceptible  than  any  other  of  strict 
justification. 

Was  the  property  Which  an  American  eitiz^eo 
had  acquked  in  England  in  violation  of  none  of 
your  laws  to  be  sacrificed  without  any  possible 
advantage  to  his  country?  When  he  could  no 
longer  himself  remain  in  Bn^laiid  consistently 
with  his  allegiance,  waa  he  to  intrust  his  fortune 
to  agents  over  whom  he  could  have  no  superin- 
tendence or  control  ?r-agAiust  whom  by  law  he 
could  not  maintain  a  suit  ?  And  if  he  were  ob- 
liged to  leave  England  with  his  property,  what, 
other  ports  in  the  civilized  world  hut  ours  could 
have  been  expected  to  admit  him  ?  Wherever 
else  he  had  gone,  his  a^rgo  .woul(t  have  been  con- 
fiscated as  American  propertv,  or  but'oed  as  Eng- 
lish merchandise.  Suppose  nim  to  have  known 
that  by  the  letter  of  ^ur  Uw  his  property  would 
be  liable  to  confiscation  when  brought  into  your 
country  ?  By  the  letter  of  English  law  it  was  no 
less  liable  to  confiscation  while  ft  remained  there. 
To  the  mercy  of  one  or  the  other  Government 
he  was  obliged  to  trust.  To  which  should  he 
have  trusted  1  To  a  declared  enemy,  or  to  his 
natural  protector — his  own  Government? 

Tboae  who  shipped  before  war,  shipped,  as  the 
Speaker  contended,  on  the  reasonable  expectation 
that  their  voyage  and  their  profits  would  be  law- 
ful. But  with  those  who  shipped  after  war  it 
was  not  merely  th^  expectation  of  lawful  profit. 
It  was  their  onlv  refuge  from  ruin. 

Mr.  L.  said^  that  he  already  fouud  himself  fa- 
tiguedy  and  shoaki  be  able  to  give  tittle  more  than 


an  outline  of  the  further  viet^s  which  he  had  in- 
tended to  offer.  With  the  exception  of  the  Speak- 
er, the  opponents  of  unconditional  remission  ap- 
peared none  of  them  to  wish  the  exaction  of  the- 
whole  amount  o(  any  of  the  bonds.  Hence  the 
inquiry  into  the  usual  rate  of  mercantile  profit, 
into  the  tine  which  the  merchants  might  afford 
to  pay,  and  yet  make  a  reasonable'  profit  on  their 
violation  of  the  law.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, who  first  spoke,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  appear  entirely  to  coincide  in  the 
wish  that  the  merchant  may  not  be  a  sufferer 
from  his  importation ;  but  cautiously  to  abstain 
from  rendering  the  situation  of  him  who  violates 
worse  than  of  him  who  obeys  the  law,  is  a  policy 
bet'ter  calculated  to  procure  than  to  prevent  its 
violation.  Let  the  enforcement  of  la  ws  once  cease 
to  be  the  object  for  which  penalties  are  intended, 
and- those  penalties  become  in. principle  a  tax. 
The  ^*  sacred  principle'*  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  so  devoutly  maintains,  of  exacting 
the  extraordinary  profits  of  the  merchants,  is  the 
principle  of  filling  the  Treasury  as  conveniently 
as  possible,  and  cannot  (whatever  its  advocates 
may  mean;  be  considered  as  that  of  injuring  the 
enemy  or  enforcing  the  law.  He  would  dismiss 
therefore  the  subject  of  adherence  to  law,  ajid  in- 
quire for  a  few  moments  into  the  propriety  of 
exacting  the  extraordinary  profits  of  the  mer- 
chants  on^  the  principle  of  a  tax. 

To  render  a  tax  on  importation  fair,  it  seems 
essential  that  the  time  of  laying  it,  and  the  rate, 
should  be  such  as  to  allow  the  merchant,  to  in- 
demnify himself  from  the  consumer.  Although 
half  of  the  goods,  of  which  he  was  sneaking,  had 
been  sold  by  the  importer,  this  would  not  prevent ' 
the  tax  from  raising  their  price  upon  the  farmer — 
but  it  would  be  raised  not  so  as  to  indemnify  the 
importing  merchant,  but  to  enrich  the  intervening 
purchaser. 

It  bad  been  said  by  the  tw^o  gentlemen  who  first 
spoke  against  remission,  that  the  extraordinary 
profits  of  the  tnerchants  were  a  tax  upon  the 
country,  and  that  the  Government  ought  at  least 
to  share  in  its  receipt.  But  surely  the  importa- 
tions of  the  last  Fdll  were  not  so  much  a  lax,  as 
the  remission  of  a  tax  upon  the  people.  Had 
they  not  been  made,  we  should  have  paid  much 
more  for  the  articles  we  purchase,  than  we  now 
do.  Hfs  friend  from  Georgia,  however,^contended 
that  every  tnonopoly  was  a  tax  upon  the  com- 
munity'. It  w^s  less  so,  however,  than  an  entire  ' 
exclusion  of  the  article.  But  there  was  nothiuff 
like  monopoly  in  these  importations.  If  the  bold 
speculator  had  imported,  and  the  cautious  regular 
merchant  refrained,  there  would  have  been  some 
room  for  the  observation.  But  the  urgency  of 
the  case,  and  the  advice  of  your  Minister,  forced 
the  most  timfd  to  ship.  Had  notice  been  received 
of  a  suspei^ion  of  the  law,  they  could  only  have 
loaded  suoh  American  ves^ls  as  happened  to  be 
in  port,  and  this  they  had  done.  An  advance  in- 
deed in  freight  would  have  been  the  result  of  such 
a  suspension,  and  a  deduction  from  the  profits  of 
the  importers;  and  an  advance  was  the  result 
I  of  that  general  exertion  of  the  merchants  to-bring 
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home  their  property,  which  coald  not  hare  beeo 
greater  though  our  act  had  been  •iispeoded. 

Id  respect  to  the  calculatioDfi  which  hare  been 
made  of  the  eztraragant  profits  of  oar  merchants, 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  could  hardiv  be 
expected  to  their  details,  but  it  might  be  to  their 
prmciples.      ^ 

The  two  gentlemen  who  first  argued  against 
remission,  contended  that  in  the  estimate  of  the 
profits  of  the  importing  merchant^  those  derived 
from  the  state  of  ezchaoffe  were  fairly  to  be  added 
to  those  on  the  sale  of  tne  imported  good^  But 
the  profit  on  bills  of  exchange  is  a  distinct. mer- 
cantile speculation,  which  has  its  risks  and  ought 
to  have  its  profits.  If  an  importing  merchant, 
instead  of  obtaining  funds  in  England  by  bills  of 
exchange,  efiected  the  same  purpose  bv  the  ex- 
portation of  produce,  is  there  any  man  who  would 
propose  to  combine  the  profits  of  the  two  adven- 
tures, and  carry  hoth  to  the  account  of  the  last? 
The  exporters  of  some  of  our  produce  would 
show  you  that  the  losses  on  the  cargoes  which 
they  have  shipped  to  Europe,  consume  much  of 
the  profits  on  their  recent  im porta tipns. 

In  respect  to  the  policy  of  the  exaction,  in  the 
cursory  Yiew  of  the  question  to  which  he  was 
obligea  to  confine  himself,  he  would  say  little ; 
and  nothing  of  its  effect  on  the  attachment  and 
confidence  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  our 
citizens  in  their  Government.  He  did  not  believe, 
howevier,  that  the  interest  of  the  Treasury  would 
.be  permanently  advanced  by  such  an  ex[)edient. 
Were  these  eighteen  millions  a  sum  which  the 
mercantile  capital  of  the  cornnry  could  spare, 
would  thpf  be  withdrawn  from'commerce  even 
without  this  exaction  1  There  could  on  this  sup- 
position be  no  doubt  but  that  the  merchants,  who 
cquld  not  otherwise  employ,  would  readily  loan 
them  to  the  GK>vernment.  But  if  they  were  not 
a  surplus  beyond  the  amount  of  capital  required 
for  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  how  im- 
provident must  be  the  policy  which,  to  obtain 
eighteen  millions  for  the  exigencies  of  the  present 
year,  would  sacrifice  that  regular  income  of  four 
or  five  millions  which  their  employment  iq  active 
commerce  would  otherwise  produce.  If  the  mer- 
cantile capital  of  the  nation  belonged  not  to  pri- 
rate  citizens,  but  to  the  Qovernment,  the  most 
speculating  financier  could  not  invest  it  in  a  mode 
which  would  yield  to  the  Treasury  half  the  in- 
come which  the  duties  on  that  capital  now  pro- 
duce, and  the  politician  who  shoold  impair  this 
capital  would  exhaust  in  its  source  the  future 
revenue  of  his  country. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  he  had  attempted  to  show  that, 
eten  in  the  class  of  cases  which  the  House  was 
perhaps  least  disposed  to  favor,  the  error  of  the 
petitioners  could  not  justtify confiscation,  and  that 
if  the  plan  of  confiscation  and  of  a  rigid  execu- 
tion of  the  law,  were  dismissed,  no  just  principles 
of  policy,  and  not  even  the  interest  of  the  Treas- 
ury could  sanction  an  exaction  which  would  re- 
solve itself  into  a  tax.  But  whatever  disposition, 
of  the  property  of  these  merchants  might  be  right 
^-^-whether  exaction  or  remission,  or  discrimina- 
doQ-^he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  power  of 


taxing  or  fining,  any  portion  of,tha  community, 
to  an  amount  oT  eighteen  milltonsi  should  be  left 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  Legisla- 
ture, which  prescribes  the  rule,  properly  leaves  to 
the  Executive  the  power  of  relieving  from  the 
penalty  in  particular  eases,  distinguished  by  pe- 
culiar circumstances  from  toatclass,  within  which 
they.are  included  by  the  general  terms  of  the  law. 
But  when  not  separate  cases  too  minute  for  legis- 
lative io(]uiry  or  interposition,  but  a  large  class  of 
eases  is  involved*,  embraced  by  the  ^neral  terms 
of  the  law,  but  distinguished  by  circumslnnces 
which  could  not  have  Wn  foreseen  at  its  passage, 
the  rule  which  is  to  relieve  or  condemn  them 
should  be  prescribed  by  the  power  which  can  alone 
be  safely  intrusted  whh  a  control  over  the  finan- 
ces of  tne  State.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl« 
vnnia  had  indeed  said  that  the  amount  did  not 
▼ary  the  principle.  But  in  politics  this  was  a 
strange  opinion*  Was  it  in  principle  quite  as  prn- 
dent  to  intrust  the  decision  of  a  question  of  eigh- 
teen millions  of  dollars  to  the  uncontrolled  dis- 
cretion of  one  man,  as  a  ouestion  of  a  hundred 
or  a  thousand  dollars '7  Was  it  in  principle  not 
more  objeetionable  to  give  to  one  man  the  com- 
mand of  a  standing  army  of  a  hundred  thousand 
soldiers,  than  of  a  company?  In  politics,  the 
most  important  o(  ail  principles  was  not  to  give, 
without  necessity,  even  to  the  Best  man,  a  power 
which  in  the. hands  of  the  worst  could  be  danger- 
ous to  public  hberty.  But  it  was  evident  from 
nearly  the  whole  tenor  of  the  debate,  that  gen- 
tlemen considered  this  measure  as  an  importnnt 
financial  resource.  If  it  be  so,  the  plainest  prin- 
ciple of  our  Gonstitution  requires  that  it  should 
be  determined  by  the  Legislature.  The  power  of 
providing  for  the  financial  support  of  Qovern- 
ment|  exclusively  exercised  by  a  popular  assem- 
bly.- IS  ^he  only  adequate  security  for  freedom, 
woich  the  genius  of  man  has  yet  discovered. 
This^  power  of  remitting  penalties,  even  in  the 
limitea  operation  which  could  alone  have  been 
reasonably  expected  from  it,  at  the  passage  of  the 
first  law  upon  the  subject,  was  seen  with  suspicion 
and  alarm  by  many  of  the  ablest  advocates  of  pub- 
lic liberty  in  that  House.  Among  those^  whom 
an  aversion  to  arbitrary  power  induced  to  vote 
against  the  law,  was  the  pj^esent  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury  himself.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  this 
gentleman  can  undertake  without  reluctance  «nd 
pain  the  exercise  of  a  power,  over  eighteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  which  he  thought  too  great  to  be 
prudently  intrusted  to  any  man,  when  its  proba- 
ble operation  was  perhaps  expected  to  be  confined 
to  a  few  thousands  9  The  exaction  of  any  por- 
tion of  these  bonds  on  any  of  the  plans  proposed, 
could,  on  no  fair  principle,  be  discriminated  from 
a  tax,  and  he  would  not  vote  to  delegate  to  any 
department  of  Administration  the  most  Yalunble 
prerogative  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Stow. — Mr.  Chairmai^ :  I  always  find  my- 
self cbttsiderably  embarrassed  when  I  attempt  to 
address  this  House ;  and  in  the  present  case  that 
embarrassment  is  much  increase)  by  a  full  sense 
of  the  iipportance  of  the  subkct,  and  of  the 
splendor  or  the  .talents  which  have  .gone  before 
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me.  If  the  views  which  hkre  be^n  presented  by 
others  had  appeared  satisftctory  to  me,  I  would 
not  for  one  moment  trespass  on  your  patience, 
or  that  of  the  Hoiise ;  or,  had  this  been  like  the 
ordinary  subjects  which  come  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, which  relate  to  future  actions  to  be  done  or 
not  done,  and  whether  t,he  law  be  wise  or  foolish, 
the  subject  may  guard  himself  accordingly.  I 
say,  sir,  if  it  had  been* of  this'  kind,  I  wool^  not 
have  spoken ;  bat  in  the  present  ease,  I  fed  my- 
self acting  not  30  much  in  the  character  or  a 
legislator,  as  that  of  a  juror,  sword  to  pass  be- 
tween mj  eduntry  and  certain  indiyiduals  in  a 
cause  of  immense  magnitude.  , 

When,  h  was  first  presented  to  me,  I  thought 
the  case  a  simple  one;  but  when  I  observed  this 
wide  range  taken  by  the  respective  speakers,  I  be- 
gan to  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  opinion,  and  T 
examined  it  again  and  again.  From  these  ez- 
ftintnations,  and  from  a  careful  consideration  of 
what  has  been  said,  I  am  confirmed  ;n  the.  truth 
of  my  first  impressron.  And  here  let  me  remark, 
that  the  ver^*  Yariant  opinions  which  hare  been, 
maintained  m  this  House,  become  in  themselves 
an  argument  in  .favor  of  the  ground  I  shall  take. 
What,  sir,  is  the  question  before  nsl  Not  about 
the  efficacy  or  non-efficacy  of  the  emimrgo,  for 
that  has  long  sin<;e  passed  away.  Not  whether 
the  restrictive  system  ought  to  be  pursued  or 
abandoned.  It  is  not  an  inquiry  whether  Great 
Britain  profits  much  t)r  little  by  out  reception  of 
her  goods.  The  -goods  are  actually  bere^  and  1 
presume  no  man  proposes  to  serin  them  back; 
nor  ought  it  to  be  an  inqdiry,  whether  the  mer- 
chants have  made  innch  or  tittle  by  the  transac- 
tion. What,  theuj  is  the  inquiry?  It  is  simphr 
this:  Under  certam  circumstances, twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  worth  of  good$  have  been  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain  ;  the  question  is,  Who 
owns  them,  (or  the  bonds  which  have  been  taken 
in  lieu  of  the  goods,)  the  United  States  or  the 
importers?  What,  then,,  is  our  title?  I  have 
heard  three  distinct  claims  set  up:  Ist/that  they 
#ere  forfeited  as  a  penalty ;  2d,  that  ^  part  was 
fairly  ours  hi  consequence  of  an  unusual  profit, 
growing  ont  of  our  restrictive  laws;  3d,  that 
policy  required  that  we  should  seize  tipon  them 
to  preserve  the  non-importation  laVr;  and.  lastly, 
the  most  difficult  to  convince  or  persuade — the 
most  tenacious  of  all  claiitoants — are  those  who 
found  their  right  on  no  one  title  in  particular,  bcrt 
on  all  together.  Sir,  let  me  address  a  few  words 
to  this  class  of  persons  first ;  let  me  urge  them  to 
examine  their  own  brea^ts^  and  see  if  selfishness 
does  not  lurk  there;  let  me  warn  them  a^inst 
being  awaved  by  a  principle  alike  destructive  of 
Hberty  and  justice:  against  using  a  weapon  to 
which  they  themselves  may  one  day  fall  the  vic- 
tims. Let  us  not  array  our  prejudices  against 
the  merchants — the^  fruits  of  their  toils  ar^  as 
dear  to  them  as  ours  are  to  us.  They  have  fam- 
ilies, wive^,  and  children  whom  they  love,  and 
are  oonnd  to  provide  for-r>they  are  men  like  our- 
selves. 

But,  sir,  to  return  to  the  specific  grounds  on 
whieh  this  sum  is  eialmed-^oeaf  it  not  reat  on 


this,  that  they  have  violated  a  law?  Is  this, 
then,  a  fact?  I  will  not  spend  a  mOment  in 
guardioff  gentlemen  against  so  absufd  a  construc- 
tion of  mw,  as  would  subject  a  person  to  its  let- 
ter regardless  of  its  spirit;  such  a  construction 
would,  under  the  law  of  Rome  to  prevent  assas^ 
sination?,  which  denounced  death  to  the  person 
who  should  draw  blood  in  the  street,  have  exe- 
cuted the  surgeon  who  bled  a  man  dangerously 
bruised !  A  person  who  violates  a  penal  stat- 
ute, I  admit,  justly  incurs  its  forfeiture ;  but,  sir. 
I  deny  that  the  persons  before  you  have  violateu 
any  law  of  therr  country.  Their  property  was 
in  England,  and  knowing  the  terms  of  the  non- 
importation law,  and  the  course  which  has  been 
taken  with.  France,  they  could  not  have  enter- 
tained a  doubt  of  its  becoming  imperative  after 
the  British  revocation  of  the  23d  of  June.  To 
milike  a  penalty  jost,  there  must  be  a  crime.  Are 
there  any  evidences  of  a  crime  in  this  case?  fs 
it  to  be  found  in  keepings  the  goods  so  lone  ia 
England  lest  they  should  violate  the  law  ?  Is  it 
in  coming  openly  to  the  bosom  of  their  country? ' 
Look  at  the  men — many  of  them  the  most  re* 
spectable  merchants  in  your  ceuhtrv.  Their 
agents  in  England,  instructed  not  to  ship  goods 
so  as  to  contravene  any  law  of  their  country. 
These  and  others,  the  most  intellfgent  men  in 
Bnglan'd,'Mr.  ROssell,  the  American  Minister,  all 
uniting — ^for  wbat  ?  To  commit  a  crime  ! — a 
crime  deserving  the  forfeiture  of  twent^r  tnil- 
lions ! .  Gracious  Heavens !  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible. I  ask  any  gentleman  in  this  House  to  put 
himself  in  the  situation  of  the  merchant,  and  lay 
bis  hand  on  his  heart,  and  say  if  he  would  not 
have  done  the  same  ?  I  am  sure  he  will  answer 
yes.  And  is  everj  man  in  this  House  ready  to 
acknowledge  to  himself  that  he  would  be  guilty 
of  a  crime?  Most  certainly  not.  How^  then, 
can  be  consent  to  punish  that  as  a  cnme  in 
apother.  whieh  he  is  conscious  be  would  have 
done  himself?  Suppose,  instead  of  a  forfeiture 
of  goods,  the  Legislature  had  made  the  siinction 
of  this  law  corporeal  punishment,  what  would 
the  advocates  of  forfeiture  have  sa|d  then  ?  Is 
there  a  man 'in  this  Houdewho  would  have  seen 
his  neighbor  imprisoned  or  whipped  for  what  h^ 
has  done  ?  ''  Certainly  nat.  Then,  sir,  how  hap- 
pens it  that  so  manf  ate  ready  to  infiict  a  pecu- 
niary ponishmeni?  Hav^  we  not  reason  to  fear 
that  it  does'  not  spring-  so  mueh  from  eacred  re-, 
gard  to  the  law,  as  froib  the  love  of  that  which' 
wa»  long' ago  declared  to  be"  the  root  of  all  evil?* 
'  Perhaps  it  may  be  urged,  that  all  persons  are 
Sound  to  know  the  law^thftit  may  be  general lyv. 
true;  but  they  are  not  boiiad-to  know,^that  a  \bW 
passed  with  fefetence  to  one  setof  circumstaneea 
IS  to  applf  to  a  ease  where  tbecirctimdtancesare 
entirely  different.  They  are  bound  in  such  a  case 
to  follow  the  principles  of  general  law  and  the  dic- 
tates of  sound  sense.  These  will  be  plain  in  many 
oases — they  are,- as  I  may  sir,  engraved  by  the 
hand  of  nature  in  the  heart  of  man.  Was  this 
such  a  ease  ?  Was  the  merchant  bound  to  know 
tha^  to  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  secured  br 
ireatY  of  removing  prvperty  from  aa  enemy's 
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country  was  a  crime?  By  whit  force  of  reasoa- 
ing — by  what  magic — could  an  American  crti- 
zen  in  kogland  learn,  that  briogiog  away  his  own 
properly — things  much  wanted  at  home — was 
enriching  ))is  enemy,  and  ruining  his  country? 
How  could  he  comprehend  that  it  was  wise  and 
lawful  to  6t  out  privateers  at  a  vast  expense  to 
talce  British  goods  on  board  a  sh^tp,  and  yet  thi^t 
it  WQuld  be  injurious  to  his  country,  and  highly 
penal  to  take  fur  nothing  goods  from,  the  ware- 
bouse  ?  How  could  he  Icnow,  that  if  the  priva- 
teer take  ffoods  from  a  store  it  is  commeddahle; 
but  that  if  the  citizen  should  take  his  own  frotn 
the  same  store,  it  would  be  criminal  ?  It  would 
be  hard,  indeed,  to  punish  the  citizen  for  not  per- 
ceiviog  what  is  only  perceived  in  this  House,  for 
nowhere  else  does  such  sublime  philosopliy  pre- 
Taii !  No  person,  who -has  learned  tp  reason  gut 
of  the  restrictive  school,  can  clearly  comprehend 
that  the  taking  away  from-  an  individual,  or  a 
nation,  enriches  the  individual  or  the  nation ; 
and,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  highly  unlawful 
Co  enrich  Great  Britain  i>y  bringing  away  her 
goods.. 

.  Bat,  sir,  there  has  been  an  attempt  to  show  that 
those  who  shipped  aAer  the  declaration  of  war 
was  known  were  criminal,  although  the  other 
classes  were  no|.    As  the  question  here  is  about 

gunishing  most  severely^and  which  can  ^e  Jasii- 
able  only  where  the  law  is  clj(;ar^  perhaps  it 
would  be  a  sufBicient  objection  to  any  9uch  dis- 
crimination to  say,  that,  to  perceive  the  distinc- 
tion required  all  the  acuteness.of  intelleci  which 
distinguishes  the  honorable  Speaker,  ai^d  which 
enables  him  to  preside  over  thts  {lou^e  with  so 
much  reputation.  Spme,  by  fine-spun  reasonings, 
have  thought  they  had  made,  out  one  cUss  more 
guilty,  and  some  another.  .  The  obvious  infer* 
eiice  from  this  is,  that  none  are  guilty  in  such 
ft  manber  as  tp  deserve  a  severe  punishment.  To 
subject  a  maa  to  this,  the  law. ought  to  be  so 
pUin,  *'  that  he  who  runs  may  read.''  It  cannot 
be  a  rule  of  conduct,  the- discovery  of  which  re- 
quires the  aid  of  ihe  most  subtl^  metaphysics  j 
one  about  which,  as  we  have  seea,  the  ablest 
speakers  differ,  and  sometimes  lose,  or  change 
the  thread  of  their  own  reasonings.   ' 

I  shall  pass  over  the  claims  set  up  ta  a  part  of 
the  profits,  because  what  I  have  saidgoea  to  show 
thai,  if  we  have  aBy  title,  it.  is  founded  on  for- 
feiture, in  consequence  of  a  crime,  and  therefor^ 
'is  applicable  to  the  whole,  if  any:  and  bervttse 
4be  unpolioy  and  absurdity  of  the  United  States 
becoming  partners  in  trade,  and  allowing  their 
laws  to  be  violated  as  part  of  the  stocky  have  been 
BO  fully  exposed  by  yourself  and  otheis,  that  I 
"can  add  nothing  to  the  clearness  of  the  subject. 

If,  sir,  I  have  been  correct  in  my  reasoning 
relative  to  the  penalty,  little  will  need  be  said  as 
to  the,  policy  of  taking  the  floods  or  money,  be- 
cause' nothing  can  be  politic  which  is  unjust. 
But,  say  some,  if  these  goods  .are  allowed  to  es- 
cape, it  is  setting  a  precedent  for  all  other  viola- 
tions of  the  law,  and  giving  up  the  restrictive 
system  at  once.  Sir,  it  can  be  ao  precedent  but 
for  liibi  caaes}  ftttd  lo  aaake  a  like  casej  theit 


must  be  millions  of  American  property  in  Eng- 
land ;  there  most  be  a  repeal  of  orders  known 
there,  to  be  unknown  lo  the  Legislature  here; 
and,  last  of.  all,  a  war  which  will  oblige  the  citi- 
zen to  remain  with  his  property  ip  an  enemy's 
country — to  return  penniless  to  his  own,  or  to 
trust  himself  and  his  property  ta  the  magna- 
nimity of  his  country.  When  all  these  things 
shall  have  happened,  the  case  will  be  like,  and 
the  men  who  shall  conduct  like  your  petitioners 
will  be  innocent.  And;  «ir,  who  is  there  that 
would  punish  an  innocent  man  for^  fear  that  at 
some  future  time  one  might  •  become  guilty  ? 
Such  an  idea  shocks  every  feeling  of  justice — it 
would  become  an  infernal  rather  than  a  man. 

.The  seizing  of  these  goods  is, highly  impolitic 
isanother  point  of  view.  It  is  this:  Your  enemy 
calcttlaies  better  than  any  other  nation  the  dura- 
lion  of  the  resources  of  her  enemy.  Will  she 
believe  you  in  earnest,  and  come  to  just  and  hon- 
orable terms,  while  she,  sees  you  shrink  from  lay- 
ing a  broad  and  solid  basis  for  revenue,  and  re- 
sorting to  such  Betty  expedients  as  fines  and  for- 
feitures, with  wnich  to  carrv  on  war  ?  Certainlr 
^ot.  We  ooffht  to  show  to  her  and  to  the  world, 
that  we  are  aole  and  willing  to  carry  on  the  war 
till  we  can  obtain  ample  justice.  We  are  at  the 
beginning  of  an  Arduous  contest — a  contest  in 
which  we  want  the  whole  ei^rgies  of  the  coon- 
try.  Is  it  llbeo  a  time  to  plunder  one  class  of  our 
fellow-citizens  and  '  alienate  their  afiections  1 
Surely  not.  But,  iiay  some,  the  merchants  are 
alienated  already;  they  will  do  nothing  for  their 
coujDtry.  Away  with  these  dictates  Of  prejudice. 
They  are  totally  unfounded.  True  it  Is,  that 
when  driven  from  their  livelihoods,  they  have 
shown  a  restlessness  which  all  men  would  show; 
but  they  are  as  upright,  as  patriotic,  aa  their  fel- 
low-citizens. They  are  ready  tp  join  yon  for  the 
honor  of  their  country — to  lend  you  money,  and 
furnish  every  means  in  their  power.  They  only 
beg  of  you  to  receive  them  as  brethren,  aad  not 
to  plunder  them  as  enemies.  Besides,  what  will 
you  get  bir  the  attempt  ?  The  inforiujers  get  fifty 
per  cent.,  leaving  you  but  fifty ;  the  duties  amount 
to  as  much  as  to.  leave  but  fifteen  per  cent.  And 
for  this  paltry  sum  you  are  about  to  give  up  the 
duty  hoods,  and  attempt  the  collection  or  the 
penalty  bonds.  Mark  my  words,  sir,  you  trill 
not  ffet  near  as  much  by  way  of  penalty  as  yon 
would  by  duty. 

Again,  what  an  extraordinary  spectacle  does 
our  Government  exhibit  on  this  occasion  I  The 
President  (who  is  to  be' considered  as  speaking 
the  united  counsels  of  the  Cabinet)  recommeodis 
the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature 
•for  their  decision.  On  the  other  handi  according 
to  the  friends  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
he  stands  with  eager  eyes,  saving,  ^'let  me  have 
it — let  me  have  it."  And  will  you  transfer  what 
is  your  duty  to  any  other  hands?  Will  yon  de- 
liver over  hundreds  of  your  fellow-citizens  to  re- 
ceive their  doom  at  the  hands  of  any  individual? 
Suppose  an  analogous  case  had  occurred  in  fede* 
ral  limes,  and  suppose  the  applicants  had  been 
fhrmers^  would  you  have  endured  it?  No;  the 


349 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


S50 


DSCEMBBB,  1813; 


Imtpri9onmM  of  American  Seamen. 


H.  OP  R. 


country  woald^  have  been  id  a  flame,  from  Georgia 
to  New  Hampshire,  and  justtr  so.  Does  ,the 
Secretary  want  such  a  tremendous  power  over 
his  feilow-eitizens?  That  of  itself  would  be  to 
me  a  sufficient  reason  for  wi<hholdiogr  it.  Does 
he  shrink  from  it,  as  1  trust  he  does  ?  I  would 
not  ask  him  to  perform- ao  act  which  will  send 
him  down  to  posterity  loaded  with  the  curses  of 
his  fellow-citizfgns.  « 

Sir,  this  is  sot  a  que^ition  about  future  policy, 
but  one  of  property.  The  inquiry -is,  do  the  mer* 
chants  own  these  ^oods,  or  does  the  nation  ?  The 
oqIv-  title  we  bare  to  them  is  that  of  penalty.  To 
make  a  penally  just,  there  muet  har-e  been  a 
crime;,  but  here  there  has  b^en'nd  crime.  They 
have  done  what  all  prudent  men  would' have 
done,  and  now  rely  wi|h  maoiy  confidence  on  th^ 
justice  aad  maimanimity  of  their  country. 

When  Mr.  Stow  ha'd  coneluded,  the  Cbm- 
mittee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained*  leave 
to  sit  again.  >  '     ,       '  ' 

IMPRISONMENT  OF  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  offered  to  tie  House  4he  folio  whig 
resolution: 

Whereaa,  It  is  rspiesented,  that  Great  BHtain  has 
seised  sondry  persona  lighting*  under  the  Amerioan  flag, 
kyiag  claims  te  them  alike  ineompatiUe  with  justioe 
and  the  ligbtaof  the  United  Stages  as  an  iffdepeodesit 
nations 

Reti^hed,  Thai  the  President  be  requested  to  {ay 
before  this  Houae^the  infoifinatton  he  has/eoeitBd  on 
that  sabject,  and  the  meaajores  taken  to  redress  an  evil 
which  YtOlatea  th9  rights  and  ioterests,  and  outrages 
the  feelings  of  a  free  and  independent  people. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  stated  that  'seYeral  caies  bad 
come  to  his  knowledge  in  which  the  Brttishnaral 
eommanders  had  seized  persons  taken  on  board 
of  Aiiierican  armed  vessels,  and  confined  them,  in 
one  iostance^  in  irons,  and  in.  another  had  traaa* 
ported  them  to  Bngbiod  for  tfia)..  It  was  not  his 
intention  now  to  go  into  an  examination  of  these 
eases*  Such  an  ezami«ation  was  not  neeessary 
to  authorise  the  House  to  call  f<v  the  Information 
required.  He  had  given  its  present  form  to  the 
motion  he  had  offered,  because  ita  adoption  would 
go  to  show  thai  the  CoanoiU  of  the  nation  were 
not  indifereot  to  this  subgeet.  It  wobid,  he  fitisted, 
farther  enable  tha  S^cnti  ve  to  show;  tJiat  it  never 
slumbered  on  aj||r.oeensiba  in  whieii  the  righta 
of  the  pedple  were  coacerned ;  aad  he  bad  no 
doobt  the  inforaaatiiMi  to  bereeei^ed  Would  ahow 
it.  When  it  was  received,  the  House  might  take 
what  coorseit  pleaised;  perhaps  no  legislative  act 
would  grow  out  of  it.  -  But  it  was  proper,  in.aUy 
event,  that  the  HoitsB  should,  be  in  possession  of 
informaiioo  required. 

Mr.  Aitt^OB.said  be  had  no  obgeotion  tothe 
call  for  information,  but  he  ezceptad  to  the  form 
of  the  resolution,  for  two  reasons."-  It  was  pre- 
faced by  a  preamblCi  which  was  not  usual  in  audi 
cases,  which  preamble,  moreoveri  assumed,  as  fact, 
circumstances  of  which  the  H<yise  had  no  official 
or  authentic  information.  Hn  other  objection 
was,  that  it  ezpresaad  au  opinion  on  a  point  on 
which  be  was  not  ready  to  axpitat  one.    Mr*  M. 


said  he  knew  not  the  ezteot  of  the  evil  of  which 
the  gentleman  complained.  If  it  was  merely 
that  Ureat  Britain.laid  claim  to  her  own  subjecu 
fighting  our  battles  against  her,  he  wwuld  at  least 
not  say  .that  this  was  an  act  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  deserving  all  thdse  severe  epithets  which 
ilie  gentleman  bad  thought  proper  to  attach  to  it. 
The  resohition  stated  facts  not  before  the  House, 
and  ez pressed  an  opinion  on  an  act  the  degree 
of  enormity  of  which  depended  on  the  circtim* 
stances  respecting  which  it  was  proposed  (o  ask 
for  information.  Mr.  M.  wished  that  the. House 
should' not  lightly  be  compelled  Into  a  discossion 
of  this  subject,  and  especially  as  the  gentleman 
bad  intimated  the  probability  that  no  legislative 
act  was  to  grow  out  of  the  information  called  for. 

,  Mr.  Sbybbbt  said,  as  his  colleague's  principal 
objection  to  the  .motion  appeared  to  be  a.difficulty 
as  to  facts,  he  hoped  to  procure  his  Vite for  Its 
adoption  by  stating  at^least  one  which  had  come 
to  his  knowledge^  T,  said  Mr.  S..  had  the  honor 
to  have  a  nephew  on  board  the  ship  Wasp.  He 
informed  me  this  morning  that  aifter  they  had 
beeok  carried  into  Bermuda  several  of  their  crew 
lifere  taken  and  confined  in  irons;  that  he  saw 
them  in  that  situation;  aad  that  their crimd  was, 
^having  fought  the  battles  of  our  country.  What 
may  be  tny  eolleaguo's  feeliagw  on  this  oocasioo, 
I  know  not— I  hope  they  are  honorable  to  him." 
self  and  the  House— -for  myself  I  wish  the  subject 
ittvestigrated.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by.  expressing 
his  hope  that  the-. resolution  weuid  pass. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  was  anziou^  to  obtain  in- 
formation on  this  subject,  but  doubted  the  jpro* 
priety  of  the  preamble.  After  tha  taformation 
was  received  it  would  be  time  enough-  to  ezpresa 
an  -opinion  on  tbe  subject.  He  had  no  doubc 
that  We'  must  at  last,  come  to  the  determination 
to  protect  every^man  that  is  on>board  of  a  ship  of 
the  Uniud  States.  It  is  what  Qreat  Britain  her* 
self  does ;  and  In  this  respect  we  ought  to  follow 
her  example;  If  these  people  undertake  to  fighl 
our  baules  we  onght  to  protect  them^  Mr.  M. 
said  he  was  opposed  to  the  p^eamble;  because  he 
did  not  wish  to  give  Teasons  to  the  departmdnta 
of  the  Governtnent  for  any  call  foe  ioformatiion 
the  House  thought  proper  to  make ;  it  was  enough 
ifant  the  Ho!uso  ahoold.  ask  for  it,  nnd  the  Presi- 
dent ahotiid  give  or  withhold  iL  The  pcnotica 
heretofore  was  against  the  course  now  pursued. 

Mr.  BioBLow  said  be  had  no  objection  to  the 
call  for  information^  divested  of  the  pre^nbfo  and 
the  opinion  expressed  in  i»,  ezcept-ihat  it  did  not 
go  far  enough.  He  propos»ed  to  amend  it  by  add^ 
ing  thereto  tbe  fbjlowing  words,  **  accompanied 
'  with  all  the  evidence  in  his  possession,  which 
^  will  tend  to  show,  whether  such  persons  are 
^  American  citizetts  or  British  sabiects." 

Mr.  BAsanrr  said  he  was  indineteot  as  to  the 
form,  provided  he  obtained  tbe  sabsiance;  he, 
therefore,  should  submit  to  such. modification  aa 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  should  think 
proper  to  make.  But,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  it  has  been 
said  that  there  is  i^o  information  before  the  HousCi 
I  state  that  I  under^^taod  «ad  it  is  my  belief  that 
alx  nea  of  the  craw  oi  tha  Unitad  Stntna  brig 
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Naatiliis,  were  detained  and  sent  to  Bogland  for 
trial;  and  that  Commodore  Rodgers  had  detained 
as  hostages  for  their .  safety  twelve  British  sab- 
jeets.  I  state  also  to  the  Hoase  that  I  onderstaad 
and  believe  that  six  seamen  of  another  armed 
▼essel  hav«  been  detained,  and  that  General 
Plnckney  had  detained  a  like  number  of  British 
subjects.  I  state  that  I  have  received  infbrmatioa 
that  the  boatswain  of  the  Wa«p  had  been  put  in 
irons  after  she  was  taken.  These  violatiops  of 
humanity  and  the  law  of  nations  I  believe  to  re- 
quire retaliation.  When  I  voted  against  a  bill 
on  this  subject  (Mr.  W«iOHf 'a)  it  was  not  be- 
cause I  was  opposed  to  retali«tion«  No,  sir;  re- 
taliation in  war  is  often  rtiercy— it  Tiute  an  end 
to  thos^  cruellies  which  would  otherwise  fro- 
quenily  disgrace  parties  at  waj,  and  is  iadiapeo- 
sable  in  the  conduct  of  hostilitiei. 

Mr.  B.  having  withdrawn  his  motion,  it  was 
substituted  by  the  followiag,  offered  by  Mr. 
Maoon: 

'<  lUBobfed,  That  Uie  President  o(  the  United  States 
he.  requested  to  eause  to  be  laid  before  this  Hpuse  any 
infi>rmatioB  which  may  be  in  his  potsession  touching 
the  eonduct  of  British  officers  towards  persons  taken 
in  Anfterican  armed  ships.'* 

Mr.  Rambolfb  said  he  truatod  that  the  resolii^ 
tion  rtow  before  the  House  would  meet  with  no 
objeciioa ;  aithoHgk  againai  the  molution  as  first 
aroposed,  he  must  have  voted  for  it, abtwithstand* 
ing  all  tbe  odium  which  might  have  attac&ed  ta 
stteh  a  vote.  He  hoped,  h«  said,  ihat  rigorous 
rataliatiop  would  take  place  if  oar  eottatrymep 
found -in  atms  had  been  treated  fis  eriffliaars  and 
aot  as  prisoners  of  war.  'He  hoped  we  ah.oald 
liave  ample  atonement  for'  every  drop  oC  Ameri* 
aaa  blood  which  sholild  be  spilt  ia  ttck  'manner. 
Having  taken  oecaaioB  to  pa3^  a  handsome  com- 
plimeat  to  ihe  gallaatiy  of  o^r  Navy»  whioh  waa 
Bot  heard  with  aaffieiear  dMnctness^to  be  ra- 

Crted,  Mr.  R«  eoneluded  by  hoping  the^  would 
no  objeetioo  to  the  resqlalkm. 
Mr»  MiLNOR  said  he  thought  it  due  tothe  ge»> 
tleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Baeaarr)  to  acata 
that,  awing  to  the  noise  which,  weaailed.  in.ibe 
Hoase,  he  had  iK>ft  before  heard  the  ataftemeat 
wfaith  the  ffeatlemaa  had  aaw  beea  kiN  eaoagh 
to  make.  He  had  heard  of'  im  aaeh  eaee  as  thai 
alluded  to  bjr  his  oolleajsue;  hat  he^uaatad  he 
had  been  sumeienily  guarded  not  la  aonuajt  him- 
ael^  evea  to  tha  most  in vidioae  eoaatractioB,  as 
opposed  to  a  proper  iav^tigatioa  of  this  aubject. 
To  the  present  motion  he  yielded  bis  pcrfcet  aa- 

Suieaeence*  Mr.  M.  said  he  trusted  that  ia  aajr- 
^ing  that  related  to  the  hoaor  of  the  country  in 
the  contest  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  what- 
ever might  have  bec!n  hie  opinion  of>the  pcapriety 
of  entering  into  it,  heVshould  aot  he  found  mare 
backward  than  other  gentlemen  in  suataioiiiglha 
just  rights  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Sbbpfbt  said,  if  American  eitiaens  had 
heea,  treated  in  the  manner  repreteoted,  he  was 
dearly  of  opinion  that  severe  recitation  pagbt  to 
follow.  But  did  gentlemen  pretend  that  a  Brit- 
ish auhject,  raantug  away  froni  a  British  vessel, 


and  found  on  board  of  one  of  ours,  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  Entitled  to  be  treated,  as  a  prisoner  of 
war?  Could  this  docuine  be  asserted  by  any 
gentleman  1  He  presumed  not.  The  resolution, 
as  it  now  ^tood,  would  not. elicit  the  facts  mate- 
rial, as  to  this  point.  He,  therefore,  moved  to 
amend  it,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "persons," 
the  words  ^  other  tlian  British  subjects." 

Mr.  S^VBERT  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  the 
declaration  last  made  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Mii^ 
NOR.)  Ha  hoped  the. amendment  first  offered 
would  be  rejected  with  disdain.  [The  Bprakbr 
declared  that  such  language  was  not  proper  in 
debate,  the  expression  being  too  strong,  and  such 
M  -someiimee  led  to  a  tMrsonal  altercation,  al« 
UNI ys  to  be  avoided.]  Mr.  8.  thanked  the  Soeaker 
ibr  hie  eaution;  he-meaat  no  persoiiality  s  W  he 
thought  it  did  not  become  thia  House  to  debate 
whethev  the  peraoaa  ii|  quaatioa  were  British 
sttbjecta  Of  aot,  when  they  bad  been  pat  in  irons 
for  ^htiog  the  battles  of  the  country.  Let  the 
proof  rest  on  the  ,aggressoron  nrational  law  And 
the  violator  of  the  rules  of  war.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  without  heaitatioh  reject  tha  amend- 
ment. 4  may  go  too  far,  said  he,  bjr  stating  too 
ttuch^  bat  1  wiir  .say  thus  mu<^  without  risk  of 
ooairadiotiaai  that  the  boats  wain  of  the  Waap.  a 
warrant  offiaar  of  the  United  Btatea,  had  fa«ea 
.  tardive  yeara  within  the  Uaited  Statea  and  has 
i  wife  and  children  here.  These.  I  hope,  are 
saffielent  characteristiesto  iaaure  him  oor  sup- 
port: J  will  give  him  mine,  and  have  no  doubt 
the  House  will  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Rahdolph  said,  that  the  proposed  amend- 
ment brought  stron^^v  to  view  the  impropriety 
of  the  H «tise^  <»•  <b«  rude  auggeatiaasOf  any  naam- 
ber,  committing  itself  hastily  i»y  a  definite  dater- 
minatioa  whieh  to-oiorrbw  they  might  be  dis- 
posed to  retract;  He  believed  this  was  one  of 
those  aasaa  in  which  there  was  ao  naoaasicy  for 
haate.  -  Tha  Uouaa  would  be  as  eompetaat.to^mor- 
raw,  to  daaidaaa  the. subject  .of  the  reaokitioa 
aad  tha]^opai(ed  amandfoant,  ahd  in  ^  aaannar  to 
nedoaad,  at  least,  as  maeh.lo  the  credit  of  tha 
House  aad  Iheaatiaaalgaod,  as  aow«  With  regard 
to  hiaawn  opiaioos,  if  they  were  of  aay  imftortanoa 
wftkhk  ararihri^  eoHcagaa,  he  wotild  at  oaae  say 
they  arereoa  thiasttbjeai  tike  opiaioiMof  that  oian, 
Irom  whom  he  aever  did  disseat  bot  npoa  one 
quaatioa,  without  beiag  wroa^— that  man  who 
«%8  eaaphatieailv  oalkd  for  eight  veara  bar  Qom- 
maader-ia^hiei— the  founder  or  this  nation*^ 
tha  autlMt  of  tha  Coostitotioa^^ur  first  Presi- 
daat-^the  man  who  was  made  for  the  office,  and 
Uie  c^e  for  him— *tha  man  who  dtsehargcd  aii 
iu  duties  so  perfeetlf ,  as  if  it  had  been  only  to 
show  tho^  who  come  after  him  their  ineompe- 
taacy.  Mr.  ,R.  said. ha  woilld  aak  hia* worthy 
'  eolieacu^,  what  heaupppsadwould  have  been  the 
lata  of  a  certaia  Benedict , Arnold,  had^  he  been 
brought  alive  to  tha  Adnerioan  camp,  after  hia 
deaertioB  from  tt?  On  that  aobjeet  there  can 
be  but  cine  opinion;  On  another  question,  if 
his  opinion  was  or  any. value,  he.would  statu  it* 
It*  was  aot  a  iooee  thought,  taken  upon  the  ina* 
polsa  af  tha  momant)  bat  the  result  of  meditn- 
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tion  and  reflection.  As  long^  as  foreigners,  nat- 
uralized by  our  laws,  remain  on  our  soil,  he  was 
ready  to  throw  over  them  the  mantle  of  the 
Constitution — he  would  protect  them,  as  he 
would  protect  the  native  citizen,  at  the  hazard 
of  the  last  shiltinff  of  the  public  revenue,  and  the 
last  drop  of  the  blood  of  our  people.  But,  when 
they  go  abroad  on  the  high  seas ;  when  they  come 
to  this  country  to  acquire  a  neutrality  of  charac- 
ter, now  indeed  no  longer  to  be  found  here; 
when  they  come  here  only  to  neutralize  eroods  in 
the  Baltic,  at  Heligoland,  in  the  Black  Sea,  the 
White  Sea,  and  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  passing  to 
and  fro  on  the  highway  of  nations;  if  it  please 
God,  their  old  Inaster  Georg^e  the  Third,  or  Napo- 
leon, or  Alexander  of  Russia,  should  Uy  his  hand 
on  them,  they  were  welcome,  Mr.  R.  said,  for 
bim.  He  would  not  spend  one  shilling,  one  drop 
of  American  blood,  to  redeem  such  a  man ;  much 
less  would  he.  bare  retaliation  etecuted  on  sub- 
jects of  the  nation  claiming  him,  with  whom  we 
should  happen  to  come  in  collision,  which  might 
have  to  be  expiated  by  the  native  blood  of  these 
States.  I  would  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  have  the  New 
Bngland  man  or  old  Virginian  executed  by  any 
despot,  limited  or  unlimited  iuAuthprity,  inorder 
to  secure  to  as  the  worthless  property  in  the  man 
who  is  a  Christian  in  Christendom  and  a  Mus- 
sulman in  Turkey.  But^  Mr.  R.  asked,  did  not 
this  qijestion  assume  a  different  shape,  when  this 
man  was  not  going  to  and  fro  on  the  high  seas 
in  search  of  plunder,  which  he  calls  patriotism, 
but,  when  he  is  found  in' a  publii;  ship  of  war  of 
the  United  States'?  On  that  subject— for  it  was 
a  new  question^— he  was  not  prepared  to  decide. 
It  was  6ot,  Mr.  R.  said,  and  the  House  might 
rely  on  it,  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  these 
States — ^ic  might  be  of  some  comparatively  small, 
and  therefore  only  insignificant  section  of  the 
commonitv — that  we  should  enter  into  a  contes- 
tation with  France  and  England  for  property  in 
their  subjects. 

Mr.  R.  here  drew  a  comparison  between  the 
practice  of  harboring  slaves  in  some  of  our  North- 
ern cities,  Philadelphia  for  instance,  and  the  coun- 
tenance given  in  this  country  to  Eoropean  emi- 
grants. As  to  these  foreigners.  Mr.  II.  sard  he 
owed  them  nothing.  He  was  soirry  they  had  ever 
found  refuge  here — he  wished  we  had  driven  them 
from  our  shores — or  have  permitted  them,  as  M^e 
have  the  ^  merchants,  to  go  otit  where  they 
pleased,  without  attempting  to  protect  them. 

Mr.  dtriNCY  rose,  he  said,  simply  to  express 
his  reffret,  that  a  debate  in  this  form  and  manner 
should  have  arisen.  The  question  which  had 
been  touched,  was  one  which  required  all  the  in- 
formation and  light  which  could  be  shed  on  it. 
The  principles  connected  with  it  were  so  nume- 
rous and  critical,  that  it  required  all  the  reflection 
of  which  gentlemen  were  capable,  to  enable  them 
to  discuss  and  decide  it  in  a  proper  manner.  He 
rose  also  to  express  his  regret  that  a  motion  for 
amendment  should  be  made,  by  a  gentleman  with 
whom  he  frequently  coincided  in  opinion,  which 
Went  to  exclude  information  of  the  manner  in 
which  officers  treated  persons  other  than  British 
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subjects.  He  could  not  vote  against  receiving 
information  of  any  kind — particularly  on  a  sub- 
ject so  interesting.  Mr.  Or.  was  proceeding  in 
his  remarks,  when — 

Mr.  Sbefpby  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  explained  his  ideas  of  expatria- 
tion. He  would  not  protect  the  man  who  had 
left  the  country  with  an  intention  not  to  return, 
dbc,  but  he  would  protect  the  man  who  went  oat 
to  fight  the  battles  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving 
an  amendaaent.  He  adverted  to  the  language  of 
the  resolution^  and  drew  a  distinction  between 
the  character  of  privateers  and  of  our  public 
armed  vessels.  Was  it  competent,  he  asked^to 
the  Government  to  receive  as  testimony  the  state- 
ment of  the  commander  or  crew  of  an  American 
corsair?,  It  wa^  welt  known  too,  he  remarked, 
that  the  high,  wages  which  had  been  paid  to  the 
crews  of  thb  privateers,  was  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  American  Navy  was  in  some  degree  un- 
manned. And,  was  it  not  a  different  question, 
whether  we  should  interpose  our  authority  be- 
tween the  subject  of  a  foreign  nation  and. his 
Government,  when  that  subject  is  fighting  jovtc 
battles,  bleeding  on  the  deck  of  vour  public  ship, 
at  twelve  dollars  a  month,  and  when  he  is  decoyed 
into  a  .corsair  by  the  temptation  of  ^igbtv,  fifty, 
or  forty  dollars  a  month  ?  There  is  a  difference^ 
sir.  said  Mr.  R.  I  trust,  said  he,  if  we  receive  this 
information  we  are  about  to  ask,  we  shall  get  U 
from  a  pure  and  authorized  source,  such  as  no 
man  can  question.  I  mean  the  commanders  of 
our  public  ship  of  war.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by 
movin]^  ta  strike  out  "American,"  and  insert 
'*  publicJI'.so  as  to  read  '^  poblic  armed  ships." 

Mr.  WioGERT  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  ra- 
rious  expedients  resorted  to,  to  embarrass  this 
question;  and  hoped  this  would  have  the  same 
fate  as  the  other.  He  said  he  could  tell  the  gentle- 
man that  many  privateers  had  been  manned  with- 
out a  cent  of  wages.  But,  suppose  they  had  hecJi 
manned  in  other  /Ways,  were  not  privateers  as 
useful  in  annoying  the  enemy  as  public  ships?  No 
man  that  knew  anything  about  maritinle  affairs 
would  deny  it.  Wherever  our  privateers  had 
come  across  an  armed  vessel  of  the  enemy,  of  any- 
thing like  equal  force,  they  had  done  their  dotv* 
like  American  tars.  We  are  at  war,  Mr.  W.  said, 
and  ought  to  check  the  enemy  wherever  we  come 
in  contact  with  them.  .  He  believed  the  privik- 
teering  carried  on  had  been  of  great  advantage 
to  us  and  injury  to  our  enemy.  As  to  the  objeo- 
tion  which  had  been  offered  to  receiTing  the  state- 
ment of  their  commanders,  what  were  gentlemen 
afraid  of?  No  disparagement  to  the  comman- 
ders of  the  Navy,  (for  he  respected  them  all,)  be 
knew  gentlemen  commanding  privateers  whose 
opinions  were  entitled  to  as  great  respect  as  that 
of  any  other,  and  wliose  word  could  not  be  quea- 
trgned. .  In  relation  to  the  cases  referred  to  in  the 
resolve,  particularly  that  of  the  boatswain,  Mr. 
W.  said  we  were  bound  by  every  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations  to  support  him  to  the  last  cent  of 
our  money,  more  especially  as  be  had  a  warrant 
under  the  seal  of  the  United  States.    The  con- 
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duct  of  our  enemy  was  the  less  justifiable,  at  she 
manped  her  owd  irhips  with  people  of  ail  natioDs. 
Mr.  Randolph's  proposed  amendihent  was 
Degatived  by  a  larf^e  majority;  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to  without  further  debate  or  oppo- 
aition. 


Tbursdat,  December  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harpeb,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  adopting  an  elementary  treatise 
for  the  discipline  of  the  Army  and  miJitia  of  the 
United  States. 

MERCHANTS*  BONDS. 

Tbe  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  ibe  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  aubject  of  merr 
chants'  bonds. 

Mr.  QavNnY  observed,  that  it  was  not  bis  in- 
tention to  enter  into  a  minute  and  detailed  exami- 
nation of  the  subject ;  it  was  the  duty  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
do  so,  and  they  had  certainly  performed  it  in  a 
manner  highly  satisfactory  to  the  House.  There 
were, however, some  general  princifiles  involved  in 
this  discussion,  on  which  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion must  ultimately  depend ;  to  these  he  should 
confine  the  remarks  which  he  was  about  to  make, 
except  so  far  as  a  reply  to  the  observations  of  oth- 
ers, from  whom  he  differed  in  opinion,  might  be 
deemed  necessary.  What,sir,  is  thetrae  chariJcter 
of  the  ouestion  before  you  ?  and  who  are  the  men 
who  ask  relief?  The  answer  is' an  obvious  one: 
by  the  violation  of  the  penal  laws  of  the  country, 
the  sum  of  twenty  millions  o(  dollars  has  been 
forfeited  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
infractors  of  the  laws  (acknowledged  to  be  such 
by  the  very  act  of  petitioning)  now  ask  an  entire 
remission  of  the  penalties  incurred.  Before  this 
is  done,  you  will  certainly  look  at  that  course  of 
policy  which  the  Qovernment  has  pursued  in  re- 
latioB  to  this  subject^  as  well  as  the  conduct  of 
the  petitioners.  To  show  the  first,  we  need  only 
look  to  the  occurrences  of  last  session:  at  an 
early  period,  a  proposition  to  suspend  the  non-im- 

SN'tatipn  act  was  made  by  a  jgentleman  from 
outh  Carolina;  after  a  full  discussion,  ic.  was 
cither  abandoned  by  the  proposer  or  negatived  bv 
the  House.  To  .permit  the  eotrv  of  the  British 
manufactured  articles  of  w^ich  the  late  importa- 
tions consist,  was  the  avowed  object.  Som^  time 
afterwards,  an  attempt  to  modify  the  law,  so  as 
to  effect  the  same  object|  was  made ;  this  was  also 
disapproved  of.  After  the  declaration  of  war,  a 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ricbabd- 
con)  moved  an  entire  repeal  of  the  restrictive 
system  i  this  met  the  fate  of  the  two  former  pro- 
positions. Thus  did  this  House,  on  three  differ- 
ent applications,  declare  that  the  non -importation 
act  should  remain  the  law  of  the  land,  and  per- 
haps no  case  has  ever  occurred  upon  which  this 
House  pronounced  so  decisive  an  opinion ;  for 
the  subject  was  presented  in  every  shape  of  which 
it  was  susceptible,  and  the  result  was  the  same. 
Wha^  sir,  has  followed?    The  petitioners  have, 


in  point  of  fact,  reoealed  the  law  which  you  re- 
fused to  repeal  ;  tney  have  trodden  under  foot 
that  policy  which  you  declared  should  be  pre- 
served as  sacred  ;  and  they  now  ask  you  to  give 
an  after  sanction  to  their  conduct.  You  had 
their  cases  as  fully  before  you  at  the  last  session  asat 
present;  for  all  remember,  that  your  table  groaned 
beneath  the  weight  of  their  petitions.  Afiec  a 
full  examioatiouj  you  rejected  their  applications; 
and  if  the  prayer  of  these  petitioners  is  now  grant- 
ed, may  it  not  be  said,  with  truth,  that  these  men 
have  overruled  the  law  and  thelawmakers?  This, 
sir,  is  a  state  of  things  which  in  a  Republic  can 
never  be  permitted.  We  justly  boast  this  is  a 
Government  of  laws;  and  unless  you  cause  the 
laws  to  be  respected,  and  thjs  will  of  the  people  to 
be  regarded,  when  expressed  through  the  medium 
of  their  legitimate  organs,  there  is  no  way  by 
which  the  refractory  members  of  the  community 
can  be  kept  within  ^e  proper  limits,  and  pre- 
vented from  disturbing  the  harmony  of  society,  as 
well  as  the  just  and  necessary  policy  of  the 
country. 

Let  us  nx)w  inquire,  what  has  been  the  conduct 
of  the  neiitioners  and  hbw  far  that  entitles  them 
to  the  favorable  interposition  of  this  House  ?  The 
non-importation  law  was  adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  Great  Britain  to  a  sense  of  justice.  It 
was  intended  that  its  operation  should  be  felt  bv 
the  subjects  of  that  nation,  and  that,  by  their  suf- 
ferings, the  Ministr)r  should  be  brought  to  yield 
to  our  just  claims;  in  fact,  the  great  object  was 
to  produce  a  pressure  upon  the  manufactures  of 
that  nation,  aqd  thereby  produce  a  change  of 
measures  towards  us.  How  was  this  to  be  effect- 
ed? Only  in  one  way:  which  was  by  prevent- 
ing as  far  as  possible  the  purchase  of  British  man- 
ufactures ;  for  it  was  in  making  the  purchase  and 
payment,  that  the  relief  was  afforded,  which  was 
intended  to  be  withheld.  In  attaining  this  object, 
our  Government  was  compelled  to  consult  the 
means  within  its  power.  To  have  declared  it 
penal  to  nnrchase  British  manufactures  in  Eng- 
land would  have  been  idle;  the  law  would  have 
been  inoperative  j  to  say  nothing  of  tho  doubful- 
ness  of  the  questiop,  how  it  is  competent  in  a  na- 
tion to  punish  an  iict  which  has  taken  place  be- 
yond its  limits  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
distinct  independent  sovereignty.  lii  practice, 
I  the  effect  of  such  a  law  would  have  been  defeated 
I  by  the  remoteness  of  the  place  at  which  the  act 
was  committed,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
testimony.  There  was  then  left  that  method  only 
which  was  adopted,  to  declare  by  law  that  those 
articles  should  not  be  imported  to  this  country,  as 
the  means  by  which  to  prevent  (heir  purchase  in 
England.  I  have  stated,  and  no  reflecting  man 
will,  I  am  sure,  controvert  it,  that  to  produce 
a  pressure  upon  the  manufactures  in  England 
was  the  object  of  the  law,  and  every  commercial 
man  so  understood  it.  How  far  have  the  peti- 
tioners co-operated  with  their  own  Government  ? 
Sir,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  give  efficacy  to  your 
measures,  they  have,  froip  the  day  when  you  de- 
signed that  the  effects  of  this  law  should  be  felt 
by  the  eoem  y,  been  engaged  .in  vesting  their  capital 
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ID  British  maoufactares,  and  thereby  furnishiog 
that  relief  which  was  intended  by  this  Govern- 
meot  to  be  withheld.  This  fact  is  fully  mani- 
fested upon  the  face  of  their  own  petitions.  Do 
the  circa mstaoces  present  the  applicants  in  such 
a  point  of  ?iew  to  this  body  as  to  Entitle  theni  to 
the  relief  claimed  by  them  1  Not  content  with 
that  profit  which  the  fairmerehaot  gains  in  times 
of  peace  and  unembarrassed  trade,  they  ask  per- 
mission to  enjoy  that  extraordinary  profit  which  is 
produced  by  iher  having  violated  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  thereby  procured  a  monopoly  in  the 
market.  If  the  non-iipportation  law  had  noL.ez- 
isted,  instead  of  the  value  of  twenty  millions, 
Jiear  three  times  that  amount  would  hare  been 
imported.  Of  course  the  quantity  being  greater, 
ll^e  competition  among  the  importers  would  have 
been  increase^d,  and  the  profits  on  any  given  sum 
would  be  Ies8« 

It  is  required  of  us,  not  only  to  give  to  these 
men  their  capital  invested  in  British  i;oods,  linder 
the  circumstances  I  have  named,'  with  the  ordi- 
nary profits  of  trade,  but  we  are  asked  to  give 
them  a  bwntif  for  their  transgressions.,  In  short, 
they  solicit  permissioD  to  ui  the  communilr  at 
discretion,  and  this  priTilege  is  to  be  beistowed  oi^ 
them  for  the  sole  reason,  that  they  have  Violated 
the  lairs  of  their  country.  That  the  importers, 
who  have  already  made  s^les,  have  lai^  an  un- 
reasonable and  unprecedented  advance  on  the 
^me  cost  of  every  article  is  admitted,  and  that 
those  who  have  not  sold  will  have  it  cdmpletely 
in  their  power  to  do  so,  no  inan  can  controvert. 
I  wisb  gentlemen  to  reflect  who  is  to  pay  this 
hiiherto  unheard  of  profit  of  the  importer.  The 
consumers,  we  all  know,  pay  this  irhen  they  pur^ 
chase  of  the  retailers.  Already  then  has  the  com- 
munity been  taxed  to  a  considerable  amount^  and 
these  petitioners,  if  this  hill  shall  pass,  are  to  haye 
the  whole  benefit. 

Suppose,  as  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Mitcbill)  has  stated,  "  That  had  the 
Orders  in  Council  been  repealed,  and  the  intelli- 

Senee  had  reached  this  country  before  the  18th 
ay  of  June  last,  that  war  would  not  have  been 
declared,"  I  ask,  whether  it  may  not  fairly  be  in- 
ferred from  occurrences  which  have  taken  place, 
but  that  for  the  relief  afforded  bj  the  American 
merchants  to  the  manufacturers  m  Bngland,  the 
Orders  in  Council  would  have  been  repealed  at 
at  an  earlier  period  and  of  course  the  war  would 
not  have  been  declared.  '  It  should  be  recollected, 
for  the  evidence  taken  in  the  House  of  Commons 
clearly  proves  it,  (and  it  is  presumed  that  each 
member  has  exammed.  that  testimony,)  that  the 
Ministry  of  England  did  not  abandon  their  Orders 
in  Council  voluntarily,  but  were  compelled  to  do 
to  bv  the  sufferings  of  their  own.  people,  and  sure- 
ly that  distress  which  at  last  produced  their  re- 
peal wodld  have  operated  so  as  to  produce  the 
effect  at  an  earlier  period,  had  no  supplies  been 
furnbhed  from  this  country.  If  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  be  correct  in  his  hypothesis,  1 
do  not  think  it  too  harsh  to  say  that  the< conduct 
of  the  petitioners  and  others  la  similar  circum- 
stances has  pioduced  this  war.    Let  it»  UowereT} 


be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  differ  entirely 
from  that  genlleman  in  the  opinion  by  him  ex- 
pressed, "that  the  Orders  in  Council  were  the 
only  cause  of  war."  Independent  of  them,  there 
were  other  great  causes  which  demanded  an  as- 
sertion of  our  rights  by  force,  causes  which  still 
exist  and  require  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war — ^^but  this  is  not  a  proper  time  to  go  into  a 
discussion  of  the  points  in  difference  between  the 
two  nations,  and  I  therefore  forbear  to  detain  the 
House  by  an  examinatioQ  of  them. 

Gentlemen  have  assumed  a  strange  hiffhminded 
position  in  this  argument,  the  force  of  which  I 
confess  is  beyond  my  comprehension.  They  say 
.you  mu^t.  remit  the  whole  of  these  forfeitures, or 
exact  the  utmost  farthing,  or  the  consequence 
will  be,  that  you  prostrate  the  dignity  of  your 
laws.  I  appeal  to  you,  sir,  whether  it  be  not  pos- 
sible to  mingle  justice  and  mercy  together.  Can 
you  not  punish  without  destroying?  Can  you' 
not  save  from  ruin  while  you  do  away  the  mo- 
tives to  a  repetition  of  an  offence?  And  on  the 
score  of  preserving  your  laws  from  fiiture  viola- 
tions, which  is  most  likely  to  succeed,  the  inflic* 
tionof  a  mild  punishmeqt,  or  none  at  all?  A 
man  of  plain  conimon  sense  would  answer,  with- 
out hesitation,  the  former.  In  the  event  of  an 
entire  remission  of  the  forfeitures,  you  inyitei 
nay  more,  you  hold  out  a  strong  temptation  to 
others  to  violate  the  non-importation  law.  But, 
if  you  enforce  the  penalties  to  a  certain  extent, 
you  deprive  them  of  the  prospect  of  gain,  and 
of  course  leave  no  inducement  for  either  the  pe- 
titioners or  others  to  act  in  a  similar  manner.  Sir, 
let  us  examine  the  nature  of  the  claim  which 
these  men  affect  to  have  on  the  Gk>vernment. 
They  allege  that  they  had  funds  in  England  ;to 
the  amount  of  the  prime. cost  of  the  goods  iip* 
ported,  and  that  it  was  not  possible  to  withdraw 
these  funds  in  specie.  Be  it  so.  If  the  specie 
could  have  been  procured,  no  argument  in  their 
favor,  it  is  admitted  by  their  advocates,  could 
have  been  urged  with  propriety.  How,  then,  does 
the  subject  present  itself  for  a  fair  decision  ?  The 
petitioners  have  funds  in  England ;  they  desir6 
to  get  them  to  their  own  country,  but  cannot  do 
so  without  introducing  articles  prohibited  by  law; 
the^  do  import  goods  forfeited  the  moqaeot  they 
arrive  in  an  American  port;  the  Government 
seizes  them,  but  says  to  the  importer,  although 
the  whole  of  this  property  13  lorfeited  to  the 
American  people,  yet  the  amount  in  specie  which 
you  had  in  England  shall  be  restored  to  you,  but 
you  shafl  not  lay  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
under  contribution.  You  may  enjoy  yout  capi- 
tal unimpaired,  but  both  the  extraordinary  and 
ordinarjr  profits  shall  be  withheld  frpm  you.  By 
acting  in  this  way,  you  guard  your  laws  from 
future  infractions ;  -you  teach  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  act  improperly,  that  they  cannot  profit 
by  it.  I  entreat  those  who  are  friendly  to  the 
non  i^^)ortatio.n  law  to  look  at  the  consequences 
which  must  follow  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It 
is  stated  by  the  New  York  committee,  that  Amer- 
ican property,situated  precisely  like  that  on  which 
we  are  legislating,  stUf  remains  in  England.    If 
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the  present  petitioners  succeed,  bow  can  yoa  re* 
fuse  the  same  thing  to  others  equalljr  deserving 
the  indulgent  consideration  of  the  Housec?  Tlie 
arguments  of  those  who  hereafter  import  will  be 
stronger,  because,  in  addition  tothose  now  used, 
they  can  urge  the  decision  on  this  bill  as  a  pre- 
cedent in  their  favor,  and  under  the  pretext  of 
property  purchased  in  England  by  American  citi- 
zens^ British  goods,  (I  mean  goods  belonging  (o 
British  subjects,)  will  be  brought  to  tl{is  country 
equal  to  the  demand  in  the  market;  and  let  not 
gentlemen  imagine  they  can  prevent  this  by  re- 
quiring  evidence  of  the  time  of  purchase.  Men 
in  England,  starving  for  want  of  employment, 
will  find  testimony  to  help  them  to  a  maiket ;  and 
I  am  sorry  to  admit  it,  but  the  fact  is  so.  they  will 
find  men  in  this  country  disposed  toassi^t  them. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  (Mr.  Cal- 
BOUN,)  for  whose  opinions  no  ndember  on  this 
floor  entertains  a  higher  opinion  than  I  do,  has 
aaid  that,  by  not  passing  this  bill,  we  are  author- 
izing the  Seereta;ry  of  the  Treasury  to  impose  a 
tax  on  these  men  at  his'discretion.  Sir,  this  view 
of  the  subject  is  a  mistaken  one,  if  I  know  any- 
thing of  the  principles  of  taxation.  It  may  be 
considered  as  the  assessment  of  a  sum  of  money 
Upon  the  community,  or  particular  portions  of  it, 
without  regard  to  their  past  conduct;  it  falls 
alike  upon  the  virtuous  and  vicious;  upon  those 
who  liave  observed,  as  those  wbo  have  violated, 
the  laws  6f  the  country;  the  past  is  not  regarded, 
it  operates  prospectively  altogether.  Par  differ- 
ent in  the  case  before  you ;  here,  the  property  has 
already  been  forfeited,  and  has^  under  existing 
Jaws,  been  vested  in  the  American  people,  and 
the  attempt  made  by  those  who  are  opposed  to 
the  remission  is  not  to  clothe  the  Secretary  with 
any  new  powers,  but  to  prevent  these  men  from 
deprifing  the  community  of  that  whidi  is  at  this 
time  public  property. 

The  law  vesting  the  Secretary  with  the  power 
to  remit  fitoes  and  forfeitures  is  strangely  misun- 
derstood. It  is  represented  as' a  law  of  rigor  and 
severity— this  is  not  its  true  character.  It  con- 
tains those  provisions  only  which  are  calculated 
to  mitigate  the  punishment  inflicted,  by  penal 
laws.  No  man  lis  bound  to  apply  to  the  Secre- 
tary;  if  he  chooses  to  submit  to  the  operation  of 
the  laws,  he  can  do  so.  It  is  only  in  cases  where 
the  party  is  of  opinion  that  the  laws  ought  not  to 
be  enforced  to  their  full  extent,  that  an  applica- 1 
tion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasgry  for  aremis^' 
sion  or  mitigation  is  contemplated,  and  this  power 
of  softening  the  rigor  of  the  laws  in  every  well- 
regulated  society  exisU  in  some  department  of 
the  Qovernment 

This  law  is  now  complained  of  as  being  tyran- 
nical in  its  principles,  but  gentlemen  have  cer- 
tainly failed  to  prove  this  in  argument ;  it  rests 
on  assertion  only.  On  the  other  hand,' it  has  the 
strongest  reasons,  in  its  favor.  It  was  passed  in 
Federal  times.  This  should  give  it  the  sanction* 
of  a  certain  class  of  politicians.  No  attempts 
were  made  to  repeal  it  when  the  Republicans 
came  into  power ;  so  far  from  it,  they  have  ae- 
^uieaeed  and  practised  under  its  provisiooi  for 


twelve  years,  and  never  before  the  present  session 
has  a  complaint  been  heard.  GeoAlemen,  I  ap- 
prehend, on  reflection,  do  not  find  much  cause  for 
exultation  in  having  discovered  that  the  present 
Secretary  cf  the  Treasury  voted  against  this  law 
whea  a  member  of  Congress,  and  having  urged 
that  as  a  reason  why  he  was  an  improper  person 
to  act  under  it.  True,  this  disclosure  excited  a 
kmile  on  the  countenances  of  some^  but  it  was 
evident,  that  it  was  not  the  smile  of  benevolence 
or  ^ood  hunior,  but^  proceeded  from  very  different 
feelings.  What,  sir,  does  all  this  amount  toi 
Mr.  Gallatin,  when  a  member  of  Congress,  voted 
against  a  particular  bill;  it,  however,  became  a 
law.  Several  years  afterwards  he  is  called  to  an 
important  office,  the  duties  of  which  require  him  to 
execute'  this  law.  It  certainly  does  not  follow, 
that  because  he  voted  acainst  tlie  law,  that  ^e 
will  not  executef  it  faithfully.  Might  it  not  with 
pauch  more  propriety  be  urged,  that  he  who  voted 
against  a  declaration  of  war,  should  not  be  trusted 
with  the  sword  of  his  country  under  any  circum- 
stances? Or,  that  he  who  voted  against  any  in- 
crease of  the  Navy*,  should  never  be  permitted  to 
fight  for  bis  country  6n  the  ocean  1  Or,  that  the 
member  of  a  Legislature  wlio  bad  voted  against 
any  important  measure  which  bad  to  he  enforced 
by  the  judiciary,  should  never  sit  as  a  judge 
when  questions  under  such  a  law  were  to  be 
decided  on? 

The  ffentleman  to  my  right,  (Mr.  LowNDsaj) 
had,  without  well  considering  the  import  of  what 
he  was  saying,  declared,  that  the  Government 
wilLprofit  more  by  returning  this  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  to  the  merchants  than  by  retaining  it, 
and  appears  to  have  convinced  himself  that  we 
shall  annually  get -five  millions  in  duties  from, 
them  for  this  twenty  millions.'  If,  sir,  I  could 
believe  this,  I  would  certainlv  vote  with  him; 
and'  not  only  would  I  do  this,  but  I  would  be  in 
favor  of  borrowing  to  the  full  amount  of  the  na- 
tion's credit,  and  give  it  to  the  merchants.  We 
could  no  doubt  borrow  at  eight  per  cent.,  and  if 
we  could  then,  by  giving  it  away  to  that  class  of 
men  who  se%m,  in  tte  opinion  of  somie  gentle- 
men entitled  to  all  favor,  obtain  twenty-five  per 
cent.,  the  war.  and  all  tbe  expenses  of  the  €k>T- 
emraent,  would  not  be  felt.  But,  8ir,4his  plan  of 
making  money  is  too  favorable  to  be  well-founded, 
and,  before  I  can  accord  with  it,  my  judffmeat 
must  be  better  satisfied.  I  am  afraid  to  make  the 
experiment. 

We  are  told,  if  a  remission  does  not  take  place, 
great  dissatisfaction  will  prevail  among  ihe  mer- 
chants; they  will  not  lend  their  money,  and  will 
embarrass  you  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
Sir,  believe  me,  it  is  not  by  doing  injustice  to  the 
rest  of  the  community,  in  order  to  keep  the  mer- 
chants in  good  humor,  that  you  will  be  enabled 
to  get  on  in  the  war  advantageously.  As  to  ob- 
taining monev  on  loans,  make  it  the  interest  of 
the  money-holder  to  lend  to  the  Government,  and 
b^  will  do  60  i  and,  when  be  is  deliberatine  on  the 
subject,  the  great  inquiry  generally  is^  whether 
this  is  the  most  profitable  way  of  disposiog  of 
his  capital. 
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Were  I  dimosed  to  iDtimldaie  geademen  oo 
this  oecasioo,  I  could  teU  them  of  another  class 
of  citizens  who  have  an  interest  in  this  question. 
A  class  of  men  composing  nine-tenths  of  the 
community,  who^  when  they;  do  speak,  will  and 
most  be  beard  with  effect. 

Mr.  Boyd,  Mr.  Rbea,  and  Mr.  Ci«at,  spoke  in 
opixisitioB  to  a  tout  remission  of  the  bonds — ^each 
however  advocating  a  partial  remission  of  a  cer- 
tain description  of  the  bonds. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


I^RiDAT,  December  11. 

Mr.  PouvDBXTSU  presented  petitions  of  the  Leg- 
isiatore  of  the  Misstrsippi  Territory,  praying  that 
farther  time  may  be  granted  to  complete  the  pay- 
ments foe  public  lands;  that  the  Indian  title  to 
certain  lands  in  that  Territory  may  be  extinguish- 
ed ;  and  that  a  divisio  of  that  Territory  may  not 
take  place.  The  first  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee ot  the  Whole,  tiie  seeoad  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  the  third  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  Cotaimiitee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  was  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
by  law  for  placing  beacons  and  buoys  on  two 
rocks  in  or  near  the  harbor  of  New  Haven,  in  Con- 
ntcticui* 

MACEDOmAN  ANB  FROLIC. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREBIDSNT  OF  TBB  UNITED  StaTES: 

To  the  SenmU  and  House  of 

EepreaeniaHvee  of  the  United  Statu  .• 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  to  the  8eo* 
xetarj  of  the  Navy,  from  Captain  Decatur,  of  the  fHg- 
ate  "  United  States,"  reporting  his  combat  and  cafKy 
ture  of  the  British  frigate  Macedonian.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  that  officer  and  his  coni- 
panions  on  board,  for  the  consummate  skill  and  con- 
•pieoons  valor  by  whieh  this  trophy  has  been  added  16 
the  naval  arms  of  the  United  Statse. 

I  transmit,  also,  a  letter  iiom  Captain  Jones,  who 
commanded  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  reporting  his  ea^ 
tore  of  the  Britbh  sloop  of  war,  the  Frolic,  after  a 
dose  action,  in  which  other  brUliant  titles  will  be  seen 
to  the  public  admiration  and  praise. 

A  nation  feeling  what  it'  owes  to  itself  and  to  its 
ciliiene  ooold  never  abandon  to  arbitral^  violence  on 
the  ocean,  a  dass  of  them  which  gives  such  examples 
of  capacity  and  courage,  in  defending  tlieir  rights  on 
that  element ;  ezamplee  which  ought  to  impress  on  the 
enemy,  however  brave  arid  pewwfhl,  a  preference  of 
justice  and  peaoe,  to  hostility  against  a  country  whose 
protperous  career  laay  be  accelerated,  but  cannot  be 
prevented,  by  the  aasauUs  made  on  it. 

JAMES  MADISON, 

Wasbxvotov,  Deeemher  11,  \%\%» 


U.  8.  saip  UiriTn  States,  at  sba, 

O^ioAer  80,  1812. 
8tn :  I  have  the  honor  to  infenn  yon  thatt  on  the 
35th  instant,  being  in  the  latitude  29®  north,  longitude 
39®  30  vr«st,  we  fell  in  with»  and,  after  an  action  ai 
one  hour  and  a  half,  captured  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
•hip  HacedoniaUf  commanded  by  Cafitain  John  Cam- 


den, and  mounting  forty-nine  carriage  guns»  (the  odd 
gun  shifting.)  She  is  a  iVigate  of  the  largest  class,  two 
years  old,  four  months  out  of  dock,  and  reputed  ono 
of  the'  best  sailers  in  the  British  serrice.  The  enemy 
being  to  windward,  had  the  advantage  of  engaging  us 
at  his  own  distance ;  which  was  so  great  that,  for  the 
fint  half  hour,  we  did  not  use  our  carronades,  and  at 
no  moment  was  he  within  the  complete  effect  of  our 
musketry  or  grape.  To  this  circumstance,  and  a  heafy 
swell  which  was.  on  at  the^  time,  I  ascribe  the  unusual 
length  of  the  action. 

The  enthusiasm  of  every  officer,  seaman,  and  marine^ 
on  board  this  ship,  on  discovering  the  enemy,  their 
steady  conduct  in  battie,  and -the  precision  of  their  fire» 
could  not  be^  surpassed.  Where  all  have  met  my 
fullest  expectations  it  would  be  unjust  in  me  to  dis- ' 
criminate,  permit  me,  however,  to  recommend  to  your 
particular  notice  my  first  lieutenant,  William  H.  Allen 
he  has  served  with  me  upwards  of  five  years,  and  to  his 
unremitted  exertions  in  disciplining  the  crew  is  to  be 
imputed  the  obvious  superiority  of  our  gunneiy  exbib* 
itisd  in  the  result  of  this  contest. 

Subjoined  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
both  sides.  Our  loss,  compared  with  that  of  the  ene> 
my,  will  appear  smsil.  Amongst  our  wounded  yon 
will  observe  the  name  of  Lieutenant  Funk,  who  oied! 
a  few  hours  after  the  action ;  he  was  an  officer  of  great 
gallantry  and  promiM,  and  the  service  sustained  a  s^ 
vere  loss  in  hb  death. 

■  The  Macedonian  lost  her  mixsenmast,  fore  and 
main-topmastsy  and  main-yard,  and  was  much  cut  op 
in  her  hulL 

The  damage  sustained  by  tbis  ship  was  not  such  as 
to  render  her  return  into  port  necessary ;  and  had  I 
not  deemed  it  important  that  we  should  see  our  prixe 
in,  should  have  continued  our  cruise« 

WiUi  the  highest  conside^ration  and  respect,  I  am» 
sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant. 

STEPHEN  DECAf  UR. 

Hon.  Paul  Haxiltov. 

Ltfff  of  kilied  and  toounded  on  board  the  United 

States.  ^^ 

Thomas  Brown,  New  York,  seaman ;  Henry  8hep> 
herd,  Philadelphia,  seaman ;  William  Murray,  Boston^ 
bov;  Michael  O'Donnel,  New  York,  private  marine; 
John  Roberts,  private  marine — kilkd* 

John  Mercer  Funk,  Philadelphia,  lieutenant,  (since 
dead  ;)  John'  Archibald,  New  York,  carpenter's  crew ; 
Christian  Clark,  ditto,  seaman ;  George  Christopher, 
ditto,  ordinary  seaman :  George  Maluir,  ditto  ditto ; 
William  James,  ditto  ditto ;  Jjohn  Laton,  ditto,  private 
marine — wounded.    '  '    ' 

On  board «  the  Macedonian  there  were  thirty-six 
killed,  and  sixty-eight  wounded;  among  the  forn^er, 
were  the  boatswain,  one  master's  mate,  and  the  school* 
master;  and  ^f  the  latter  were  the  first  and  third  lieu- 
tenants, one  niaster's  mate^  and  two  midshipmen^ 


Nx w  YoKK  November  34, 1 8 1 3.  ■ 
Sim:  I  here  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  of 
informing  yoii  of  occurrences  of  our  cruise,  which  ter- 
ininated  in  the  capture  of  the  Wasp»  on  the  18th  of 
October,  by  the  Poictien^  of  seventy-four  guns,  while 
a  wreck  from  damages  received  in  the  engagement 
with  the  British  sloop  of  War  Frolic,  of  twenty-two 
guns,  sixteen  of  them  thirty-two-pound  carronades, 
four  twelve-pounders  on  the  main  deck,  and  two  twelve- 
pound  canonades  on  the  top-gallant  forecastia;  makini^ 
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her  tuperior  in  ibree  to  ot  by  fimr  tw^lve-pounden. 
Tlie  Frolic  bad  struck  to  at,  md  was  taken  jMssesiioD 
of  two  hours  before  our  Burrendering  to  the  Poictiers. 
,  We  had  left  the  Delaware  on  the  13th ;  the  10th 
had  a  heainr  gale,  in  which  we  lost  oor  jib-boom  and 
two  men ;  half  past  eleTen  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  in 
latitude  87  degrees  north,  and  longitude  66  degrees 
west,  we  saw  sereral  sail,  two  of  them  appearing  verj 
large ;  we  stood  for  them  for  some  time,  then  short- 
ened sail*  and  steered  the  remainder  of  the  night  the 
course  we  had  perceired  them  on.  At  day-light,  on 
(Sunday  tiie  18th,  we  saw  them  ahead ;  gave  chase, 
and  soon  disooTcred  them  to  be  a  convoy  of  six  sail, 
under  the  protection  of  a  sloop  of  war ;  four  of  them 
large  ships,  mounting  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  guns. 
At  thirty -two  minutes  past  eleven  A.  M.,  we  engaged 
the  sloop  of  war,  having  first  received  her  ^m  at  the 
distance  of  filly  or  sixty  yards,  which  space  we  grad- 
ually lessened  until  we  laid  her  on  board,  after  a  well 
supported  fire  of  forty-three  minutes ;  and  although  so 
near,  while  loading  oor  last  broadside,  that  onir  ram- 
mers were  shoved  against  the  side  fA  the  enemy,  our 
men  exhibited  the  same  alacrity  which  they  bail  done 
during  the  whole  of  the  action.  They  immediately 
anrrendered  upon  our  gainbig-  their  forecastle,  so  that 
no  loss  was  sustained  on  their  side  after  boarding. 

Our  maintop-mast  was  shot  away  between  four  and 
five  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the  filing, 
and  falling,  together  with  the  maintopsail-yard,  across 
the  larboard  fore  and  fore-topsail  braces,  rendered  our 
head-yards  unmanageable  the  remaind^of  the  action. 
At  eight  minutes,  the  gaff  and  minen  topgallant-mtet 
came  down,  and  at  twenty  minutes  ftt>m  the  begin- 
ning of  the  action  eyeiy  brace  and  most  of  the  rigging 
was  shot  away.  A'  few  minutes  after  separating  from 
the  Frolic  both  her  masts  fell  uoon  deck ;  the  main- 
mast going  dose  by  the  deck,  ana  the  foremast  going 
twelve  oc  fifteen  feet  above  it 

The  courage  and  exertions  of  the  officers  and  crew 
ftilly  answer^  my  expectations  and  wisbes.  Lieuten- 
ant fiiddle'a  aolive  conduct  oantribnted  mnoh  to  our 
aucceas,  by  the  exact  attention  paid  to  every  depart- 
mjmt  during  the  engagement,  and -the  animating  ex- 
ample he  afforded  the  drew  by  his  intrepidity.  Lieu- 
tenants Rogers,  Booth,  and  Mr.  Rapp,  showed,  by 
incessant  fire  from  their  divisions,  that  they  wfere  not 
to  he  surpassed  in  resolution  or  skilL  Mr.  Knight, 
and  every  other  officer,  acted  with  a  courage  and 
promptitude  highly  honorable,  and  I  tniit  have  given 
assurance  that  th^  may  be  relied  on  whenever  Uieir 
•errices  may  be  required* 

I  could  not  ascertain  the  exact  loss  of  the  enemy,  as 
many  of  the  dead  lay  buried  under  the  masts  and  spars 
that  had  fallen  on  deck,  which  two  hours'  exertion  had 
not  sufficiently  removed.  Mr.  Biddle,  who  had  charge 
of  the  Frolic,  sUtes  that,  from  what  he  saw,  and  from 
information  from  the  officers,  the  number  killed  must 
have  been  about  thirty,  and  that  of  the  wounded  about 
forty  or  fifty ;  of  the  killed,  is  her  first  lieutenant  and 
aailing-maatar ;  of  the  wounded.  Captain  Winyates, 
and  the  second  lieutenant. 

We  had  five  killed  and  ^^t  wounded,  as  per  list : 
this  wounded  are  recovering.  Lieutenant  Claxton, 
who  was  confined  by  sickness,  left  his  bed  a  little  pre- 
vious to  the  engagement,  and  though  too  weak  to  be 
at  his  division,  remained  on  deck,  and  showed,  by  his 
composed  manner  of  noting  its  incidents,  that  we  had 
lost  by  his  illness  the  services  of  a  brave  officer. 
I  am,  respectfully,  dec.  JACOB  JONES. 

•Hon.  Pav£  Haxiltov. 


TheMesaage  anddoeuments  baviog been  read— > 
Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  they  were  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with 
iostractions  to  rebort  a  aaitable  expres^on  of  the 
Legislative  approMtion  -of  the  services  detailed. 
Mr;  R.  said  he  did  not  wish  by  this  motion  to 
limit  xthe  Committee  to  reporting  areaoluiion; 
or  to  preclude  them  from  ezpreasing  approbation 
in  a  more  snbsiantial  manner. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS 

The  House  again  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  this  subject. 

After  some  debate-— 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  resolution  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  ia  the  following 
words :  n 

*  Reiohed,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  legklato  npon 
the  subject,  and  that  the  petition,  with  the  aeeompany- 
ing  documents,  be  referred  to  the  SeereCaty  of  the 
Treasttiy" —  * 

And  negatived :  for  the  reaoiotioa  49,  against 
it  52. 

"Several  motions  wera  then  offered  by  different 
gentlemen,  in  accordance  with  the  ideaa  advanced 
by  them  in  debate,  and  negatiyed. 

Mr.  pBBVBS  proposed  the  following  reaoliitioa 
to  the  Committee. 

**  Reaolvedt  on  viewing  all  the  fhets  which  have  been 
presented,  and  oonsidaBng  them  in  connexion  with 
the  proper  policy  of  a  just,  free,  enlightoned,  and  con- 
sequently lenient  Government,  under  the  circumstan- 
.  ces  of  this  country  at  this  crisis,  that,  in  all  fair  cases 
of  bona  fide  American  property,  the  penaltiea  and  fat* 
feitures  incurred  by  the  late  importers  of  British  man- 
ufactures be  unconditionally. remitted.*' 

This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of 
eight  votes. 

Mr.  H.  Clat  then  proposed  the  foUowiog  reso- 
lution : 


*^]UM0l9ed^  Thai  so  far  aa  lespecto  the  cmo  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  who  purchased  goods,  wares» 
and  merchandise,  the  growth,  production  or  manolac- 
ture  of  Greet  Britain,  prior  to  the  3d  Fehraaiy,  1811, 
and  of  citiaens  of  the  United  Status  who  stupped  sim- 
ilar goods,  between  the  S8d  day  of  Jane  and  &nt  of 
August,  1812,  on  board  of  veasels  which  actually  cleared 
out  of  British  porte  prior  to  the  said  first  daj  of  Au- 
gust, the  petitionen^ught  to  be  seiieved  by  a  remiaaion 
of  the  ferfeitnres  and  penalties  which  they  have  in- 
euired  npen  nayment  of  legal  oosto;  and  that  in  all 
other  eases  ot  the  petitioners,  a  reoovecy  of  the  for* 
feitures  and  penalties  incarred  ought  to  be  eafeiccML" 

Mr.  Rbba. moved  to  amend  the  sama  by  strik* 
ing  out  all  the  resolution  to  the  words  ^  prior  to,'* 
and  iosertiog  the  following  words  in  place  there- 
of,  viz : 

"To  the  second  Aiy  of  March,  1811 — the  petitionera 
ought  to  be  relieved,  by  a  remission  of  the  forfeitarea 
and  penaltiee  which  they  have  incurred,  upon  payment 
of  legal  costa^  and  that  on  all  other  cases  of  the  peti- 
tioneva  a  reeevery  ef  Ihe  ferfeitures  and  penaltiea  onglit 
to  be  enfeNed." 

Mr.  RsBa'a  amen^mettta,  and  afterwarde  Mr. 

CLAv'amotion.  were  negatived  by  large  majorities. 

Mr.  Hall  trat  offered  a  resolQikm  declarijig* 
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tbat  tke  kw  ooghl  to  be  ligMf  e&foreed ;  which 
motion  also  was  negaiivod,  seTeateen  membeia 
only  risiDg  io  Ibyor  of  it.  ^ 

The  Commjtte'a  tbeo  roteati  reported  their 
diMgreement  to  the  report  of  the  Oonmittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  withont  having  eoine  to  any 
other  determination. 


Monday,  Decemb^  14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BieasTT,  the  resoltttion  ex- 
prenive  of  the  sense  of  the  Hoose  on  the  suhject 
of  the  captare  of  the  Querrtere  hy  the  Uni* 
ted  States  fri^te  Constitutioa,  wai  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Na?al  Afiairs,  with  a  view 
to  incoroorate  therewith  tke  oases  of  capture  of 
the  Frolic  and  Macedonian,  referred  to  their  con- 
sideration on  Friday  laat. 

MJSRCHANTS'  BONDS. 

The  SpBAKEa  annoanced  the  order  of  fhe  day 
on  the  rrpbrt  of  the  Committee  of  th^  Whole  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  sabjecl  of  ti»e  merchants'  bonds. 

Mr.  Bacon,  after  adverting  to  the  bill  before 
the  Senate,  whi<;h  would  probably  in  a  day  or 
two  place  the  subject  now  under  consideration 
more  definitdy  before  the  House,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  rq»ort  to 
Wednesday. 

Mr;  Bibb  opposed  the  motion.  He  said  that 
the  decision  of  the  House  on  the  report  now  be- 
fore  them  would  not  prechide  them,  from  again 
aetinfp  on  the  subject,  if  brooght  before  them  in 
any  other  form.  • 

The  motion  to  poatpohe  the  report  was  nega* 
tired— M  to  46. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  concurriog  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  resolution  Te'ported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ware  and  Means. 

Mr.  NaWTON  said  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, in  his  opioioD,  occupied  but  little  space;  and 
that  he  should,  in  the  observations  he  had  to  oifer, 
be  ma  concise  aa  possible.  To  keep,  within  the 
rule  which  he  had  laid  down, for  his  observance^ 
he  should  aroid  entering  into  an  examination 
and  compariaoo>  of  invoicea;  nor  sfaeuld  he  in- 
qaire  what  were  the  profits  or  losses,  which^  the 
meivbants  had  made  or  solfered^  With  due  def- 
ereneo  tot  the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen,  he 
could  sol  perceive  the  bearing  such  subjects  had 
on  the  resofcutioa  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Means.  That  resolution  reeom'menda 
to  the  Hoiise  a  plain  conrfee,  not  to  legislate  on 
the  cates  of  the  merchants.  Mr.  N.  thouffht  the 
report  stood  OB, film  grounds.  1  am,  said  Mr.  N., 
of  opinion  that  as  the  law  baa  provided  a  proper 
tribunal  for  the  decision  of  such  cases,  they  should 
be  left  to  the  ordinanr  course  of  law.  This  opin- 
ion was  the  result  of  conviction  on  an  investi^a- 
tioa  of  the  subject.  I  find  that  the  law  which 
authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  miti- 
gate orri^mit  forfeiHires,  penalties^  4be^  incorred 
m  certain,  casee,  paattd  ta^  3d  of  March,  1797, 
under  tho  Adfluaist»ti«i*of  the  illiutctotts  Wasb- 


iNOTONi  that|  under  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Adamb,  it  was  made  perpetual;  and  that  it  has, 
to  this  day,  without  any  modification  whatever^ 
continued  in  operation*    The  power  of  raitiga* 
ting  or  remitting  forfeitures  and  penalties  incur- 
red under  the  law  regulating  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage;  under  the  law 
laying  an  embargo,  and  the  supplemental  acta 
when  in  force;  under  the  late  non- intercourse  law^ 
and  under  the  pi^esent  oon-rmportation  act;  haa 
been  constantly  exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  '  For  sixteen   years  this  power  haa 
been  exercised  by  (be  different  Becretaries  of  tha 
Treasury  Department,  without  any  complaibt$ 
even  the  merchants  during  that  period  ot  time 
have  acquiesced  in  the  exercise  of  it,  withont 
ever  ntteriilg  the  feeblest  note  of  dinatisfaetion ; 
and  the  members  of  Congress  never  attempted, 
until  the  present  session,  to  take  from  the  juria-' 
diction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  soli- 
tary case.    During  the  period  of  sixteen  years 
the  diffefjent  Secretaries  have  decided  on  cases, 
in  which  forfeitures  and  penalties  have  been  in- 
curredt  amounting^  as  to  the  value  of  the  property^ 
to  about  fifty  millions  of  dollars.    Individual 
casj»  of  forfeitures,  during  that  periocL  not  on- 
frequently  occurring,  as  to  the  value  of  the  pro- 
perty, equal  to  any.case  in  the  data  of  Oases  now 
under  consideration.    TIm  inrestiture  of  this  ex- 
traordinary, .eqiii  table  jurisdiction,  in  the-  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  was  designed  by  the  Na« 
tional  Legislature  to  prevent-niespateh  being  an 
all*im portent  consideration  in  the  decision  of 
mercantile  and  revenue  Ewees— ^that  delay  ift  tha 
proceedings  of  the  courts,  too  often  and  too  justly 
complained  of.    The  courts,  jealous  of  encroach- 
ments of  their  ^risdictions,  Jiave  never  con6id<* 
ered  the  power  of  mitigating  or  remitting  for- 
feitures, Ao.^  as  being  unconstitutionally  invested 
in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    They  hare 
uniformly,  in  prosecutions  pending  before  them, 
for  forfeitures,  dbc,  incurred,  received  the  re* 
leasee  of  those  forfeitures  executed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  legal  acts,  have  directed 
them. to  be  read  and  entered  of  record,  aad  hare 
ordered  the  prosecutions  to  be  forthwith  dis* 
missed.    This  view  which  I  have  taken,  said 
Mr^  N.,  of  the  subject  under  consideration,  prorea 
to  the  satisfaction  of  my  mind  that  the  power  of 
mitigating  or   remitting  forfeitures,  dtc,  ia  a 
^ower  legally  belonging  to  the  Secretary  of  tha 
Treasury,    i  am  not  a  Itttle  astoniahed  to  see  an 
effort  made  to  wrest  from  the .  Secretary  of  tha 
Treasury  the  power  which  the  liaw  has  coi^erred 
on  hiiOj  to  take  cognizance  of  the  casea  which 
hare  ansen  under  the  non-importation  act.    Dif- 
ferent grounds  hare  been  taken  by  diffrren^ 'gen- 
tlemen ;  some  objections  hare  been  made  to  tha 
reference  of  the  caaas  now  before  the  House  to 
the  Secratary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  ground 
that  the  law  does  not  gire  anjr  joriadictioa  orer 
them.    This  position,  I  think,  is  not  tenable. 

The  argument  of  my  ingenious  friend  (Mr, 
Bibb)  is,  according  to  my  apprehension,  not  only 
sound  but  condusire. 
"  Tha  law  declaiea  ""  that  tka  Searetary.of  tka 
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*  Treasury  shall  bare  power  to  mitigate  or  remit 

*  tocb  fine,  forfeittire,  or  penalty,  or  reroove  sneh 
-*  disability  or  any  part  thereof,  if^  in  his  opioion, 

*  the  same  shall  have  been  incurred  without  wil- 

*  ful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of  fraud  in  the 
^  person  or  persons  incurring  the  same.'' 

My  friend  (Mr.  BibB)  Tery  justly  contended, 
in  his  exposition  of  the  law,  that  no  limits  are 
assigned  to  the  exercise  of  a  soimd  discretion, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  over  forfeitures 
incurred,  except  such  as  the  acts  of  the  parties  con- 
oemed  may  have  assigned  to  it.  If  it  be  apparent 
that  persons  have  incurred  forieitares  thi^ugh 
wilful  negligence,  or  by  a  clear  and  manifest 
commission  of  fraud,  the  Secretary  cannot  grant 
relief.  But  if  forfeitures  be  incurred  through 
omissions  or  mistakes,  in  which  not  the  slightest 
shade  of  fraud  is  risible,  or  from  circumstances 
not  foreseen  and  in  their  nature  unavoidable,  the 
power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  extend 
relief  has  no  limitations.  Another  answer  to  the 
objections  already  stated,  and  in  itself  eonclusive, 
is,  that  the  non- importation  act  gives  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  same  power  over  forfeit- 
ures under  that  law,  that  he  has  over  forfeitures 
incurred  under  the  law  regulating  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imposts  and  tonnage.  I4ike  to  see, 
said  Mr.  N.,  stability  in  whatever  appertains  to 
jurisprudence*  The  standard  of  justice  should, 
at  ail  times,  be  the  same;  it  sbouul  not  vary  ac- 
cording to  ciroumstances.  The  same  measure 
should  be  meted  Alike  to  alL  high  and  lo^,  rich 
and  poor.  Unless  this  rule  be  observed  and  in- 
flextbty  adhered  to^  a  Republiean  Qovernment 
loses  ono  of  its  best  characteristics,  that  of  being 
a- just  guardian  of  the  rights  of  the  citixens.  The 
rich  and  magnificent,  bv  a  relaxation  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  ought  to  be  invariably  observed  in 
the  dispensation  of  justice,  would  have  the  cer- 
tainty of  impunity  for  all  their  aets;  their  op- 
pressions  of  the  laborious  davses  of  soeieW  would 
be  without  limitation  or  restraint ;  and  althoagh 
the  legal  forms  of  prosecutions  mar  be  preserreid, 
yet  against  such  offenders  the  trial  would  end  in 
a  mockerr  of  everything  like  substantial  justice. 
My  friend  f  Mr.  OBBrns)  has  said  that  the  re- 
ference of  toe  cases  of  the  merchants  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  would  be  highly  impro- 
per; that  it  would  be  striking  at  the  foottdaMon 
of  the  Goreroment  to  refer  such  matters  to  that 
officer;  and  that  it  would  be  takiiig  the  eases 
from  the  cognizance  of  the  proper  tribunals.  To 
these  objections  I  answer  that  the  tribunals  of 
law  are  open  to  the  parties,  they  have  it  in  their 
choice  to  go  into  the  courts  for  redress,  and  eren 
pending  the  actions  at  law  to  apply  to  the  Treas«i 
ory  for  a  mitigation  or  remission  of  the  forfeit- 
ores  incurred.  Should  he  refuse  to  mitigate  or 
remit  the  forfoitures  which  bare  t>een  incurred 
under  the  non-importation  act,  the  cases  of  the 
merchants  would  then  be,  in  the  last  resort,  de- 
cided by  the  judiciary.  If  the  course  of  procedure 
recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  be  levelling  a  fatal  blow  at  the  principles 
of  a  SUpublican  Qovernmentj  I  hesitate  not  to  i 
say  that  the  blow  has,  long  smcci  been  struck  I 


and  that  the  Goremment'  has  surrired  it,  and  is 
flourishing  in  health  and  rigor.  The  reference 
of  cases  every  w^y  similar  to  these,  now  before 
the  House,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
under  the  successive  Administrations- of  a  Wash- 
ington, of  an  Adams,  of  a  Jefferson,  and  of  a 
Madison,  prove  clearly  to  my  mind,  that  no  dan- 
gerous consequences  can  possiblv  ensue  by  giving 
to  the  present  cases  the  same  oirection.  I  can- 
not, said  Mr.  N.,  persuade  myself  that  these  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrates,  that  OonffreSs,  and  that  the 
people,  the  iotelligeot  people  of  the  United  Statee, 
would  hare  so  long  acquiesced  in  soieriag  a  law 
to  exist,  to  be  erery  day  in  action,  which  should 
threaten  the  subrersion  of  the  Gorernmept. 

The  most  fatal  blow  that  could  be  struck  at  a 
Republican  Qovernment  would  be  that  which, 
should  destroy  the  principles  which  insure  ei  cor* 
rect  and,  impartial  administration  of  justice.  The 
principles  of  impartial  justice  will  never  sanction 
a  practice,  which,  while  it  subjects  the  poorer 
classes  of  society  to  the  rigorous  applicattoa  of 
the  penal  laws,  allows  relaxations  and  suspensions 
of  those  laws  in  favor  of  those  classes  whose  pros- 
pects are  prosperous  and  splendid. 

Whenever  discriminations  take  place  in  the 
distribution  of  justice,  the  Republic  is  demolished. 
I  am,  sir,  in  favor  of  giving  to  all  parties,  be  theic 
circumstances  prosperous  or  adverse,  the  like 
remedy,  the  same  redress.  If  equal  justice  be 
readered  to  all  persons^  this  vital  and  animating 
principle  of  a  Republican  Gtorernmeot  will  pre- 
serre  to  it  rigor  aiid  duration,  and  insure  to  the 
Adoainistration  thereof  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple. Opinion,>sir,  in  a  popular  Gorernment,  is 
a  desidemtum  of  mu<;|i  moment.  Let  us  not  forfeit 
its  support  by^a  departure  from  those  principles 
which  it  delights  io  honor  and  to  cherish.  Opin- 
ion carefolly  nurtured  is  political  strength. 

To  the  Constitbtion  it  will  give  subility ;  to 
the  magisterial  arm,  nerve ;  to  the  laws,  energy  ; 
and  to  the  execution  of  them,  promptitude  and 
certainty. 

I  am  therefore,' Jor  these  reasons,  unwilling  to 
withdraw  the  eases  of  the  merchants,  which  have 
arisen  trader  the  non-importation  act,  from  the 
direction  which  the  law  has  given  them. 

1  am  not,  sir,  tdarmisd  for  the  issue;  lam  fully 
persuaded  that  every  mitigating  circumstance 
willreeetve  due  attention  and  consideration,  and 
that  staeh  a  decision  will  be  made  as  shall  coni<- 
port  with  the  public  good-*such  a  decision  as  the 
most  refined  and  enlightened  equity  can  dictate. 
'  The  debate  on  the  resoluiioo  belbre  Ihe  House, 
has  been  extended  to  other  subjects,  supposed  to 
have  some  oonnexion  with  it.    As  the  part  which 
I  have  taken,  however  humble  it  may  haive  been, 
in  bringing  those  subjects  to  notice,  has  been  hon-' 
ored  with  some  attention,  and  has  given  rise  to 
some  remarks,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  rindicate 
the  opinions  which  I  expressed  in  support  of  the 
proposition  which  did  not  originate  with  me,  as 
well  as  that  of  which  1  was  the  mover. 

Sooa  after  the  commeneeoaent  of  the  present 
session,  my  fiiend  (Mr.  Habpcr)  moved  a  resolu- 
tion, directing  the  CnmoBiliae  of  Comnerce  and 
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Masofsetarcai  to  inqaire  iaio  the  policy  aid  ex- 
pediency  of  probibUiDg  the  exportation  of  pro- 
yiatODs.    Some  time  after  the  decision  of  the 
House  on  that  resolution,  which  expired  at' the 
instant  of  its  birth,!  did  myself  the  honor  of  pre* 
seoting  a  resolution,  which  is  still  reposing  on  the 
table,  directing  the  same  committee  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  restraining 
under  certain  conditions  the  exportation  in  resseU 
belonging  to  nations  in  amity  with  the  United 
States  of  provision  and  all  such  articles  as  came 
under  the  denomination  of  military  stores,  and 
which  might  be  considered  as  useful  and  neces- 
sary for  naval  equipments.     These  resolutions 
were,  by  my  friend  (^Mr.  CHBvas,)  for  whose  in- 
telligence and  patriotic  worth  I  entertain  a  sin- 
cere respect  and, esteem,  cob^ pared  to  a  comet 
with  a  long  tail,  alarminff  and  threatening  the 
nation  with  calamities  and  afflictions  dire.    The 
enlightened  citizens,  sir,  of  these  United  States 
are  not  to  be  dismayed  or  terrified  at  real  disas* 
ters)  moch  less  is  it  to  be  apprehended  that  the 
equanimity  of  their  minds  will  be  disturbed  by 
the  appearance  of  such  signs  and  portents  as  have 
of  late  been  visible  in  the  political  horizon.    To 
the  revival  of  letters  and  the  arts,  man  owes  bis 
regeneration— enlightened  b^  their  cultivation, 
he  feels  with  pride  his  liberation  from  the  domin- 
ion of  ignorance  and  superstition.    No  longer 
does  he  tremble  oj  quake  with  fear  at  the  predic* 
tions  of  aoffurs,  or  the  infuriate  ravings  of  a  Par- 
ish or  an  Osgood.    He  cares  not  now,  whether 
sacred  chickens  feed  kindly  or  not ;  nor  does  he 
deign  to  look  whether  the  crow^  ia  thei»  flight 
take  a  direction  to  the  East  or  to  the  We&t.  ' 

For  the  pious,  modest  and  meek  expositor*  of 
the  Gospel,  he  feels  awe,  reverence,  and  love ; 
their  examples  illustrate  and  give  force  to  their 
precepts }  and  they  are  justly  viewed  as  the  bea- 
e&ctors  of  the  human  race.  But  for  the  apostles 
of  anarchy  and  civil  war«  enlightened  and  civil* 
ized  man  feels '  unutterable  contempt-rapostles 
who  prostitute  and  pollute  the  altars  of  the  just 
and.  living  God,  to  promote  the  low  and  -petty 
purpoees  of  ambition :  such  apostles  are  not  of  the 
right  stock ;  they  are  of  the  stock  of  Judas  Isca- 
riot,  and  like  him  are  ready  to  betray  their  Saviour 
and  their  country.  In  the  acquisition  of  wisdom, 
man  finds  an  ^accurate  standard,  according  to 
which  he  forms  a  just  appreciation  of  the.  things 
of  this  world ;  in  the  exercise  of  fortitude^  a  ref- 
uge from  the  calamities  and  adversities  of  this 
life  i  and  in  bis  courage — when  his  .conscience 
does  not  prooeunce  him  a- criminalize  shield ! 

Taking,  sir,  a  different  view  of  the  state  of 
public  affairs,  from  that  taken  by  my  worthy 
friend,  (Mr.  CBBVBs,)r  I  am  apprehensive,  that 
the  resolu tions, ^hieh  he  oompAred  to  a  comet  . 
foreboding  ill,  have  disappeared  from  the  horizon  < 
too  soon  lor  the  speedy  restoration  of  peace  and 
the  future  prosperity  of  this  nation. 

The  calamities  and  afflictions  which  those  re»- 
olutions  portended,  and  with  which  they  were 
supposed  to  be  fraught,  would  have  fallen  on  the 
heads  of  our  enemies  and  oppressors*  1  wish  to 
GM  I  was  endued  with  the  powec  of  crefiting 


a  cooiet— that  I  was  potent  enough  to  z^r%  '^ 
impetus  and  to  direct  its  course.  The  prostrate 
natrons  of  the' earth  should  rise  and  greet  it  as  the 
sign  of  their  deliveraoce.  Warmed  and  enlivened 
by  its  rays,  joy  and  prosperity  should  again  glad- 
den those  regions  which  ambition  and  the  insa* 
tiate  spirit  of  mercantile  mpuopolies  have  de-* 
spoiled  of  their  wealth,and  delujred  with  the  blood 
of  their  unoffending  people.  The  plaintive  cries 
of  misery  no  more  should  agonize  the  heart.  No 
more  should  tears  bedew  the  pallid  cheeks  of  the 
widow  or  the  orphan.  No  more  should  ruthless 
and  savage  i^ar  and  piracy  roam  over  earth  and 
seas  in  quest  of  victims — in  every  direction  spread- 
ing devastation  and  ruin. 

Anthems  and  songs  should  announce  the  re- 
turn and  restoration  of  the  empire  of  peace,^  Man 
should  be  permitted  to  manage,,  in  his  own  way, 
his  own  concerns.  Without  care  he  should  sow 
and  reap,  with  a  countenance  speaking  gratitude, 
the  harvest  of  his  labor.  These,  sir,  are  the  bles- 
sings that  a  comet,  of  my  creation,  should  dis- 
pense. 

In  the  smiles  of  nations  1  should  feel  (he  con- 
scious luxury  of  doing  good. 

But,  sir,  let  me  not  presume  to  claim  the  praise 
of  originality  for  resolutions  which  my  worthy 
friend  (Mr.  CBBVBa)  compared  to  a  comet— jus- 
tice and  truth  forbid  it — to  wiser  heads  the  inven- 
tion is  due.  Signs  and  portents,  like  these,  are 
coeval  with  the  independence  of  this  nation. 
The  throea  which  gave  bir^h  to  the  Revolution 
of  America — to  liberty,  exiled  from  every  region 
of  the  globe,  an  asylum — and  to  an  oppressed  and 
insulted  people,  freedom — the  same  throes  gave 
existence  also  to  such  legislative  acts  as-  have 
been  dignified  with  the  appellation  of  comets. 
The  Revolutionary  Copgress,  composed  of  men. 
I  ought  to  have  said  a  galaxy  of  worthies  antl 
patriots,  such  as  the  astonished  and  admiring 
world  never  before  saw — worthies  whose  wisdom 
and  valor  fitted  them  to  be  the  saviours  and  deliv- 
erers of  a  young  p<^ple,  from  the  blighting  op- 
pression of  an  Egyptian  bondage— those  worthies, 
at  that  new  and  eventful  era,  did  not  disdain  to 
create  en  eh.  legislative  comets,  and  make  th^oa 
efficient  orbs  of  their  political  system. 

liiA  not  those  illustriouss  statesmen  recomftnend 
the  non-importation  and  non-^onsumptionof  Brit- 
ish manufactures — at  a  time,  too,  when  tbesupplies 
of  the  American  people  were  drawn  wholly  irom; 
Great  Britain — at  a  time  when  the  natjon  could 
boast  of  no  established  manufactories — when  the 
na|ioa  was  destitute  of  military  resources,  and 
when  war  was  raging — and  even  at  a  time  when 
the  Treasury  of  the  Union  had  not  a  dollar  at 
cominand.  At  that  eventful  and  ever  memo- 
rable period  of.  our  history,  Congress  recom- 
mended, for  the  power  of  coercion  did  not  belong 
to  C^ngreas,  the.  noa- importation  and  non-con- 
sumption of  British  manufactures — the  pem>le 
heard  the  voice  of  Congress,  and  with  cheerful- 
ness and  alacrity  obeyed  it.  Like  men  insj^ired 
with  a  high  and  dignified  sense  of  national  rights 
and  national  honor,  they  magnanimously  suffered 
in  their  coualry's  cause  every  privation. 
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CtD  I  eiTf  sir,  is  it  possible  for  me  to  err,  wlien 
for  my  polar  star  t  follow  such  illustrious  exam* 
ptes  of  wisdom  and  patriotism  7 

My  friend  (Mr.  Cbevea)  has  expressed  with 
warmth  and  energy  his  opposition  to  the  non*im- 
portatiott  act,  and  to  every  sort  of  restriction. 
lie  considers  the  non-importation  act  a  system  of 
seif-torture,  producing,  by  its  paralyzing  effects, 
in  our  cities,*  a  gloomy  stillness,  such  as  tliat 
which  is  produced  by  the  yisitation  of  a  pestilence. 
Such  a  description,  deriving  no  little  advantage 
from  the  graces  of  elocution,  would  naturally  fi-l! 
the  mind  with  apprehensions,  and  infuse  into  it 
a  belief  that  nature  herself  was  brought  to  an 
awful  pause,  the  aspect  of  ihings  4porteoding  dis- 
solution— ^''the  wreck  of  matter,  aad  the  crush  of 
worlds !" 

Recovering  from  the  despondency  Into  which 
I  was  thrown  by  the  animated  speech  of  my 
friend,  I  was  pleased  beyond  description  to  behold 
so  manv  cheerful  countenances,  so  many  torne- 
quivocai  signs  of  content^  self-eomptaeency,  and 
composure. 

As  our  fiitt^tem  brethren'  ai^  the  bitterest  ene- 
mies that  the  non-importatioti  act  has,  as  their 
lamentations  have  been  loud  and  Sncessant  since 
th^  first  restrictiy^  measure  was  adopted,  my  im- 
agination has  been  constantly  picturing  the  efi^t 
which  real  and  corroding  grief,  long  sOflfered, 
would  have  on  their  minds  and  bodies.  I  wis 
trembingly  alive  for't^ieir  temporal  happiness.  I 
expected  to  see  them  pale,  emaciated,  mere  mov- 
ing skeletons — a  bare-bones  Parliament.  But 
how  agreeably  am  I  disappointed  f  the  reverse  of 
this  picture  is  the  true  representation.  From  the 
constant  -exercise  which  they  have  been  ^taking 
on  the  electioneering  hobby-horse,  the  restrictive 
system,  they  have  grown  sleek,  nrddy;  and  robuSf, 
so  plethoric  that  the  skilful  physician,  if  consulted, 
would  without  doubt  recommend  either  absti- 
nence or.  depletion. 

The^iower  of  imagination  improperly  exercised, 
or  artificially  stimulated,  brin^,  on  individuals 
as  well  as  on  bodies  politic,  evils  which  are  In-' 
calculabiy  mischievous. 

But  to  the  point.  The  observations  of  my 
friend  (Mr.  Cbbveb}  have  constrained  me,  con- 
trary to  my  wish,  to  take  a  concise  view  of  the 
causes  which  have  depressed  commerce.  I  trust 
I  shall  be  enabled  fo  show  that  the  dtpressioa  of 
our  commerce  is  not  fairly  attributable  to  the 
operation  of  the  restrictive  system,  nor  to  any 
other  act  of  the  €k>vemmeiit  of  the  United  States. 
A  plain  succinct  statement  of  historic  facts,  Will 
place  this  subject  in  its  proper  light.  . 

When  Qreat  Britain  In  the  year  1793  took  the 
attfinde  of  a  belligerent  Power  opposed  to  France, 
her  commerce  became  of  course  eircamscribed. 
The  tlnited  States  cbntinuing  neutral,  had  opened 
to  them  a  more  extensive  trade  than  that  which 
they  had  heretofore  enjoyed,  f  he  expectation  of 
enjojing  the  advantages  of  a  neutral  jposUion  was 
not  in  all  instance  realized. '  The  British  Gov- 
ernment, intending*  to  starve  the  new  Republic 
of  France  into  a  compliance  with  its  views,  pro- 
hibited the  exportation  (»f  prorinons.  to  that  eoan- 


try.    That  Government  succeeded  in  instigatingf 
the  Russian  and  other  Governments  to  pursue 
the  same  policy.    American  vessels  performing 
their  voyages  to  France-were  by  the  orders  of 
the  British  Government  captured  and  carried  into 
British  ports  and  those  of  her  allies,  thereby  de- 
priving the  United  States  of  the  best  market, 
which  was  France,  for  the  sale  of  their  produc* 
tions.  .  The  events  of  the  war  changing  the  rel- 
ative state  of  the  nations  of  Europe  as  to  each 
other,  Spain,  Holland,  and  other  Powers,  succes- 
sively became  parties  in  the  war  against- Great 
Britain.    The  change  of  attitude  amon^  the  Pow- 
ers of  the 'Continent,  heretofore  supplied  by  the 
British  with  their  manufactures  in  their  own  bot- 
toms, opened  a  trade  to  the  United  States  in  every 
respect  extenpive  and  lucrative.    Our  merchants 
availed  themselverof  it,  but  the  embarrassments  it 
had  to  encounter  were  great,  as  the  British  Gov- 
ernment pretended  that,  according  to  the 'rule 
which  that  Gbvemment  had  adopted  in  the  year 
1756,  neutral  vessels  were  liable  to  capture  if  they 
were  engaged  in  carrying'  on  a  trade  from  the 
colonies  directly  to  the  mother  country,  and  from 
the  mother  country  directly  to  the  colonies.     In 
other  words,'  that  a  trade  not  allowed  in  peace 
could  not  be  prosecuted  during  war.    This  dec- 
laration Was  made  in  direct  contravention  to  the 
practices  of  that  Government,  which  never  fails 
to  relax  the  rigor  of  the  navigation  acts  during 
war,  to  procure  through  neutrals  from  the  ene- 
mier  country  articles  necessary  for  their  manufhc- 
tories.    This  conduct  of  the  British  Govern menc 
eaused  the  cspture  ahd  condemnation  of  maay 
American  vessels  and  cargoes.    The  Government 
of  the  United  States  protested  against  this  proce- 
du're ;  negotiations  were  resorted  to,  explanations 
took  place,  and  the  British^  Government  at  last 
Conceded  that  the  right  belonged  to  the.  United 
States,  as  a  neutral  Power.' to  import  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  produce  or  enemies'  colonies,  and 
to  re-export  the  same  to  the  mother  country,  and 
also  to  import  into  the  United  States  the  manu- 
factures or  the  mother  country— ^nd  to  re-export 
the  same  to  the  colonies.    This  trade  wtts  lucra- 
tive, ii  gave  activity  to  commerce,  and  immense 
profits  to  the  American  merchants.    They  sop- 
plied  the  most  wealthy  nations  of  the  Continent 
of  Europe  with  the  productions  of  the  West  In* 
dia  ishiods  and  South  America,  and  also  with  the 
costly  manufactures  6f  the  Bast  Indies. 

The  colonies  of  France  and  Spain  were  eup« 
plied  with  whatever  they  required'  by  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment did  not  foresee  the  effect  this  concession 
to  justice  and  neutral  enterprise  would  produce. 
The  moment  it  discovered  the  great  advantagea 
arising  from  the  concession,  then  its  jealous  and 
selfish  policy  became  aUrmed.  As  a  rival,  this 
nation  ts  treated  and  dreaded.  If  opportunities 
do  not  spontaneously  occur,  they  are  artificially 
produced,  to  justify  acts  with  no  other  object  in 
view,  but  Cp  contract  or  to  cireomsoribe  within 
the  narrowest  compass  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  To  do  away  all  advantages  accruing 
to  the  United  States  ftom  f  heconeeasiotm  alluded 
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to,  tiie  Britiah  Qoveniineot,  froitfol  io  devieef, 
but  not  always  successful  in  eoncealiDg  the  in  jus- 
tice they  are  designed  to  sanction,  pretended  that 
the  trade  from  the  United  States  in  the  prodoc* 
ti'ons  of  enemies'  colonies,  eouid  not  be  considered 
in  any  other  lights  than  a  direct  Tiwage  (making 
a  dcTiation  to  save  appearances)  trom  the  ene* 
mies'  colonies  to  the  United  States,  and  from 
thence  to  the  mother  couatry.  This  change  of 
policy,  unworthy  of  an  honest  and  enlightened 
Gbvernroeot,^  was  made  in  violation  of  the  coneee* 
sion-  already  mentioned,  and  which  bad  been  of- 
ficially notified. to  Mr.  King,  our  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London,  as  a  concession  made  with  de- 
liberation by  the  British  Government.  When 
the  British  cabinet  altered  its  views,  in  respect 
to  iieotrai  trade,  4he  merchanta  of  the  United 
States  had  afloat  on  the  ocean  merchandise 
to  an  immense  amount.  This  property,  in  pur- 
sMUiee  of  British  orders,  was  cajmired  by  British 
cruisers  and  condemned  by  British  courts  of  ad* 
miralty.  The  Berlin,  decree  of  No^mber  1806, 
WB^  issued  to  retaliate  on  the  British  Oovamment,- 
for  the  blockade  which  that  Qovernment  had 
ordered  of  all  the  coast  and  porta  from  the  river 
£lbe  to  Brest  indnatve,  in  the  early  part  i>f  the 
year  1806^  The  :British  Order  in  Council  of 
Novenaber,  1800,  waa  iakned  in  retaliation  for  the 
Berlin  decree,  and  the  Milan  decree  of  the  31st 
of  December,  1807,  was  issued  in  retaliatiott  for 
the  Orders  in  Council. 

Theae  ordera  and  decree  put  on  neutral  com- 
merce a  seal ;  the  execution  of  them  (iroved  fatal 
to  the  American  trade.  Is  trade,  foreign  trade, 
at  a  atand?  Doea  a  gloomy  stillneaa  prevail  in 
our  cities?  Is  the  merchant  diseonsoljate ?  If 
these  misfortunes  have  fallen  to  our  lot,  the  sources 
of  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  atrocious  policy 
of  the  belligerent  Powers  towards  neutral  nations, 
particularly  towards  the  Uatfed  States  of  Amer- 
ica, In  the  acta  of  foreign  Oovemmenu  just 
eoumefated,are  to  be  found  the  inatruments  for 
torturing  commerce-^instruments  which  have 
pierced  it  to  its  vitals.  Task,  with  what  region 
of  the  earth  can  trade  be  prosecuted  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  or  to  any  advantage  ?  1  boldly 
assert,  for  years  past,  with  no  nation  on  the  globe. 

We  cannot,  sir,  justly  appreciate  the  lot  of  this 
nation  but  by  comparing  it  with  that  Which  has 
fallen  to  other  nations.  If  an  Atheist,  who  as- 
cribes all  thii»ga  to  the  production  of  a  blind  fatal- 
ity^  were  to  talce  a  viewof  the  situation  and  oon-^ 
diiiion  of  every  State  and  Empire^  and  make  a 
just  estimate  of  the  faculties  and  facilities  ofeach, 
m  administering  to  the  happiness  of  man  ;  on  the 
one  hand  he  would  behold  AsU  apd  Africa,  and 
JSorope,  and  the  countries  subjected  to  the  dom- 
ination of  fiurope,  afflicted  with  calamities  and 
miseries  seldom  suffered,  and  never  before  sur- 
passed ;  on  the  other  he  would  behold  the  Uni- 
ted  States  of  America,  though  suffering  severdy 
from  the  war  raging  in  Burope,  under  the  wn* 
piece  of  a  Government  that  consults  better  than 
any  political  institution  ever  kncTwn  or  extant, 
the  happiness  of  man  ;  agriculture  flohrishing— > 
a  oooi;try  abounding  in  every  things  that  can  pro* 


mote  ease  and  comfort^-nlanufiietarea  spriogini^ 
up  and  furnishing  articles  which  but  tne  other 
day  were  imported  soleljr  from  foreign  countries-" 
their  capacity  for  furnishing  supplies  daily  en- 
larging and  extending ;  the  raw  materials  eaaen- 
tiai  to  keep  them  in  operation  the  products  of  the 
land,  and  new  resources  explored  and  constantly 
increasing  the  means  of  internal  prosperity  and 
national  force  and  energy.  These  multiplied  ad- 
vantages, enjoyed  bv  no  nation  but  this,  would 
strike  his  mind  with  force,  and  ltberaie.it  as  by 
a  charm  from  the  contraction  of  prejudices  and 
pre-conceived  errors.  Under  the  influence  of  new 
and  enlightened  impressions,  he  would  abandon 
his  creed  of  a  blind  fatality,  and  acknowledge 
that  the  beneficent  providence  of  Qod  presides 
over  the  destinies  of  this  natibo. 

Oh  fortunate  people,  if  you  but  knew  your 
happy  Iqt ! 

The  American  Ooyeminent^  anxious  to  succor 
the  suffering  merchants,  and  instigated  by  them 
to  obtain  redress  for  the  wrongs  they  had  suffered 
and  were  suffering,  commenced  a  system  of  re* 
strictive  measures  on  the  eommerce  of  Qreat 
Britain  and  France. 

The  history  of  the  variooa  restrictive  meaaures 
adopted  by  Congress,  and  the  manner  in  which 
their  efficacy  have,  been  defeated,  is  too  well 
known  to  require  ehieidation.  Have  the  reatrio* 
tive  meaanrea  foiled? 

If  they  have,  of  the  complete  effect  intended  to- 
be  produced,  let  the  opposition  maehalled  against 
them  in  the  Bast  answer  for  the  consequencea  of 
their  failure.  Had  one  mind  actuated  the  citizena 
of  the  Unit^  States,  those  measures  Would  have 
inanred  to  this  nation  peace,  and  the  fruition  of'all 
the  blessingt flowing  from  it.  tThereatrtctive  aya* 
tem  failing,  from  the  causes  mentioned,  war. waa 
resorted  to  with  reluctance,  as  the  last  sad  alter- 
native ;  a  state  of  things  forced  on  the  national 
Government  from  the  want  of  union.  The  non- 
importation act,  although  it  has  had  every  disad- 
vantwe,  every  difficuhy  to  eneouuter^  baa  pro* 
duceda  aensation  through  the  British  .Empira, 
never  before  felt.  The  merchants  and  oiiaoufao- 
turers  of  Qreat  Britain  are  in  a  condition  leaa  to 
be  envied  than  .that  of  any  other  people.  To 
them  the  prospective  i»  gloomy  beyond  concep* 
tion.  I  vrill  not  go  further  into  this  subject. 
You,  sir^  (Mr.  Clat,  the  Speaker,)  have,  in  a 
strain  of  impressive  eloquence,  shown  the  distreaaea 
of  that  nation.  The  evidence  delivered  to  the 
House  of  Commons  proves  beyond  doubt  how 
much  the  merchants  and  mana£acturera  have  suf- 
fered bv  its  operation. 

You  have  done  ample  justice  to  the  subject.  My 
hmnble  aid  is  not  required  to  suiltaifi  the  ckarae- 
tcr  of  the  non^imponation  act,  or  the  efficacy  of 
that  and  other  restrictive  measures,  when  in  you 
they  have  found  an  Atlas. 

With  you,  sir,  (Mr.  Clat,  the  Speaker,)  I  had 
the  satisfaction  of  agreeing  in  opinion,  as  to|ha 
efficacy  of  the  deapised  aon-importetion  act,  and 
alaO  aa  to  the  neoeasity  of  continuing  it  in  opera* 
tion  as  a  measure  very  iniurioos  to  the  enemy* 
It  ia  wath  no  little  regret  that  i  find  you  oppoaed 
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at  this  (ime,  to  ao  embargo,  prinei pally  for  this 
reason,  that  an  emba^^o  would  |Nreveot  the  im- 
portatioD  into  the  Untied  States  of  specie  from 
Great  Britain,  through  Spain  and  Portugal.  The 
manner  in  which  yoa  supported  this  position  was 
iageoioas  and  speoiousr— the  theory  has  elegance 
and  symmetry,  but  I  am  apprehensive  it  will  in 
no  respect  be  foond  susceptible  of  execution. 

Permit  me  to  examine,  to  analyze  the  position ; 
to  explore  the  resources  of  the  British  Empire. 

Noobjeciion  is  entertained  againsi an  embargo, 
but  the  prevention  it  would  interpose  to  the  im- 

S station  of  specie.  Yoa  observed,  that  Great 
ritain  would  be  compelled  to  maintain  an  army 
in  the  Peninsula,  and  that  this  object  could  no 
ways  be  effected  but  by  purchasing  provisions, 
with  specie,'  of  the  Americans. 

I  entertain,  with  due  deference,  the  opinion  that 
Great  Britain  cannot  furnish  the  specie.  My 
reasons  in  support  oCthis  opinion  are  derived  from 
the  condition  of  that  country.  The  resources 
of  the  British  Empire  depend  jqtl  commerce. 
When  trade  flourished,  the  precious  metals  were 
drawn  from  a  thoasand  sources,  and  were  to  be 
found  there  in  ^reat  abundance  (  but  the  dura^^ 
tton  of  the  war,  in  which  that  Empire  has  been 
and  is  still  engaged,  has  produced  such  a  muta- 
bility in  human  affairs,  so  many  revolutions  in 
the  actual  and  relative  state  of  nations,  in  respect 
to  each  other,  that  commerce  at  this  day  has  no 
netivity,  nor  can  it  flourish  and  acquire  the  ne- 
cessary momentum,  while  the  belligerent  Powers, 
disagreeing  in  everything,  agree  in  the  proscrip- 
tion  of  every  principle  on  which  the  support  of 
it  depends.  The  commerce  of  the  world  is  re- 
dnced  almost  to  a  mathematical  point.  The  clam* 
ora  and  afflictive  cries  of  British  manufacturers 
and  merchants  are  heard  in  this  hemiaphere.  The 
precious  metals,  we  are  told,  have  nearly  van- 
ished  irom  Great  Britain ;  and  the  paper  medium, 
the  substitute  for  them,  has. depreciated  so  m«»ch, 
that  a  guinea  is  equal  in  value  to  one  pound  ten 
shillings  in  paper  currency.  Gloomy  as  things 
appear,  the  prospective  is  still  worse.  The  com* 
meree  of  the  British  Empire  is  rapidly  sinking  to 
the  last  point  of  depression # 

The  armament  which  was  sent  sojme  years  ago 
to  the  island  of  Waleheren,was  designed  to  have 
been  employed,  if  accounts  be  credited,  at  a  dis- 
tant point  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  to  the 
north  of  Walcheren ;  but  that  object  could  not  be 
effected  for  the  want  of  specie,  to  furnish  it  with 
necessary  supplies. 

Since  that  expedition,  the  face  of  things  has 
changed,  sreatiy  for  the  worse ;  nor  is  it  within 
the  ken  of  man  to  say  when  the.adverse  tide  in 
human  affairs  will  slack,  will  stop,  and  when 
again  it  will  take  a  prosperous  turn.  This  pic- 
tare,  sir,  is  not  too  highly  colored — it  exhibits  a 
dreary  prospect  of  getting  money,  for  the  wheat 
and  flour  .of  the  United  States,  from  Great 
Britain. 

I  will  now,  sir,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit 
that  the  British  Government  has  the  command 
of  specie ;  and  yet  I  will  be  so  b'sid,  in  the  very 
teeth  of  this  adimis8ioa,.as  to  contend  that  the 


chance  of  getting  it  will  be  no  better  than  it  is 
at  present.  The  British  Government  may  per- 
mit the  grain  and  flour  of  the  United  States  lo 
be  imported  into  Spain  and  Portugal  in  Ameri- 
can vessels ;  but  it  will  never  suffer  them  to  ex- 
port from  those  countrtea  specie,  during  the  exia- 
tence  of  war.  The  only  effect  which  this  trade 
will,  produce,  is  to  nurture  discontent  and  disqui- 
etude. The  merchants,  instead  of  receiving  spe- 
cie, will  be  obliged  to  take  bills  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ghreat  Sritain.  They  must  take  bills  or 
nothing.  These  bills  are  to  be  paid  in  Great 
Britain.  The  eonseqoenee  will  be  that  the  mer- 
chants will  have  the  amount  of  their  cargoea 
locked  up  there,  as  the  war  interdicts  all  trade 
with  the  British  Empire.  The  want  of  those 
funds,  or  the  apprehension  that  they  may  lose 
them,  by  the  happeninff  of  some  inauspicious 
event,  which  is  within  the  chances  of  a  fair  cal- 
culation, will  produce  machdiBsatisfa9tion  againaC 
and  opposition  to  the  GK>vernment. 

I  cannot,  with  all  the  deliberation  1  have  given 
to  this  subject,  discern  the  wisdom  of  that  policy 
which  maxes  it  the  interest  of  men  to  obstruct 
the  progress  of  the  Government,' while  assertinsr 
and  mattttaiaing  the  national  rights.  Nor  can  1 
perceive  the  wealth  to  be  derived  from  a  trade  to 
the  Peninsula.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  in  my  opin- 
ion a  losing  trade.  No  return  cargoes  are  received. 
The  capital  of  this  country  is  employed  to  supply 
the  enemy.  The  merchant,  from  hu  own  funds, 
or  the  money  he  obtains  on  loan  from  the  banks, 
purchases  provisions  which  are  exported  to  Spain 
and  Portugal^  and  wl|ich  are  sold  for  bills  on  the 
British  Government.  The  money  for  these  hilla 
cannot  be  obtained,  and  the  war  prevents  the 

fnrchase  of  British  manufactures  with  the  bills, 
n  the  manner  in  which  this  trade  is  carried  on. 
the  enemy  may  be  said  to  obtain  a  beneiciai 
credit  from  our  merchants.  This  trade  places 
the  Britisb  Government,  although  the  debtor, 
upon  better  ground  tbah  the  American  merchant, 
inasmuch  as  it  has  the  power  of  eonfisoating  the 
bills  as  enemies'  property,  if  it  chooses  so  to  do. 
But,  sir,,  all  our  hopes  are  visionary,  if  an  expec- 
tation be  indulged  that  American  vessels  will  be 
employed  in  this  intercourse.  This  trade  will  be 
carriea  on,  not  in  American,  bat  British  bottoms, 
under  cover  of  the  Swedish,  Spanish,  and  Portu- 
guese fiMig^*  The  navigation  of  Great  Britoia 
profit^  by  this  order  of  things.  The  war  givea 
a  security. 

I  will  now  take,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, %  birds-eye  view  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  of  ,the  commercial  harvest,  if  any,  that  can 
benathered  or  ffleaned  in  those  regions..  Spain, 
is  the  theatre  of  a  war,  marked  with  all  the  char- 
acteristics of  cruelty,  and  devastation^  and  ruin. 
The  greatest  disorder  and  confusion  prevail  in 
that  country ;  the  Government,  if  it  has  one,  can 
boast  of  no  energy ;  and  no  temptation  whatever 
is  held  out  to  commercial  enterprise.  The  rev- 
olution which  is  progressing  in  South  Angierica 
will  terminate,  and  God  grant  it,  in  the  indepen- 
dence of  that  coantry ;  the  consequences  are  ev- 
ident.   The  streams  which,  flowing  from  Peru- 
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Tian  and  Mezicao  sources,  have  heretofore  poored 
into  the  bosom  of  Spain  golden  treasures,  are  re- 
turoiog  to  their  natural  channels.  The  agricul- 
ture and  commerce  of  those  rich,  eztensiTe,  and 
fertile  regions,  will  acquire  by  this  flow  of  things, 
in  the  course  which  nature  herself  ordains,  reno- 
rated  life,  activity,  and  vigor. 

The  war  has  reduced  Portugal  to  a  condition 
equally  deplorable  with  that  of  Spain.  In  her- 
self, Portugal  has  no  resources.  To  Brazil,  Por- 
tugal looks  in  vain  for  succors.  The  Court  of 
Brazil,  destitute  of  the  knowledge  of  political 
economy,  and  of  method  and  sagacity  in  its  fiscal 
operations,  finds  the  resource  of  that  country  in- 
Gommensurate  to  its  wants.  It  would  be  a  happy 
circumstance,  if  the  mbfortunea  of  the  kingdom 
of  Brazil  originated  in  the  want  of  enlightened 
policy  in  the  Qovernment;  the  hope  and  expec- 
tation of  rt'formartion  in  the*  abuses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment might  prevent  the  despair  and  despon- 
dency of  the  nation.  This  consolation  is  not  for 
them  to  indulge.  On  that  iih  fated  country,  Brit- 
ish influence  and  intrigue  have  shed  their  maK 
edictioas;  the  throne  totters,  and  the  spirit  of 
disaflfection  and  disorganization  threatens  its  total 
subversion.  Thus,  sir,  I  have  shown,  after  my 
manner,  that  the  merchants  of  the  Uuited  States 
cannot  cherish  even  a  hope  of  receiving  specie, 
at  the  markets  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  for  the 
productions  of  this  country,  either  from  tne  Span* 
iards  or  Portuguese,  or  from  the  agents  or  the 
British  Qovernment.  This  commerce  is  there- 
fore productive  of  no  advantage.  It  is  detri- 
mental, inasmuch  as  it  contributes  greatly  to  the 
relief  of  the  enemy. 

It  enabled  him  towage  war  wi^  less  expense, 
and  renders  his  means  of  annoyance  much  greater 
than  they  would  be  with  it.  To  increato,  to 
double  the  expenditures  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment at  this  time,  when  its  resources  by  the  loss 
or  circumscription  of  the  trade  of  the  British 
Empire  have  been  greatly  diminished,  and  are 
daily  diminishing,  would  soon  bring  to  a  success- 
ful termination  the  war  we  aire  coiUpelled  towage 
for  national  rights  and  privileges.  From  the 
present  condition  of  trade,  an  emb«r|ro,  in  my 
opinion,  could  produce  no  injury  to  this  country, 
but  on  the  contrary  would  be  the  strongsst  mea- 
sure that  Congress  could  idopt  to  give  enemr 
•and  effect  to  the  war.  The  state  of  the  Britisn 
Empire  is  such  as  to  make  it  a  ineasure,  in  what- 
ever light  it  may  be  viewed,  well  adapted  to  in- 
crease and  multiply  the  difficuliies  and  pressures 
which  the  enemy  has  to  contend  with.  JPoreign 
supples  of  grain  are  required  for  the  support  of  a 
numerous  population,  and  which  necessary  ar- 
ticle can  at  this  time  be  famished  by  no  other 
nation  than  this.  To  ndake  this  dear  and  evi- 
dent, I  beg  leave  to  read  a  passage  from  a  late 
English  author  of  ereat  celebrity.  Malthos,  on 
Popuktion,  makes  the  following  pointed,  impres- 
sive, and  judicious  observations : 

*•  That  we  can  readily  turn  oursillves  from  an  im- 

f>rting  to  an  exporting  nation,  in  the  article  of  com, 
wouM  by  BO  mesns  pretend  to  say ;  but  both  theory 
and  tlia  experisnee  of  the  first  half  of  the  last  eaatury 


warrant  us  in  concluding  it  practicable,  and  we  can- 
not but  allow  that  it  is  worth  the  experiment,  as  the 
permanence  of  our  national  prosperity  may  depend 
upon  it.  'If  we*  proceed  An  onr  present  course,  let  ns 
but  for  a  moment  reflect  on  the  probable  consequences. 
We  can  hardly  doubt  that  in  the  eonne  of  some  yean 
we  shall  draw  £rom  America  and  the  nations  bordering 
on  the  Baltic,  as  much  as  two  milliong  of  quarters  of 
wh^at,  besides  other  com,  the  support  of  above  two 
millioos  of  people.  If,  under  these  circumstances,  any 
commercial  discussion  or  other  dispute,  were  to  arise 
with  these  nations,  with  what  a  weight  of  power  they 
would  negotiate  I  Not  the  whole  of  the  British  navy 
could  ofier  a  more  convincing  argument  than  the  aim* 
pie  threat  of  shutting  all  their  ports.  I  am  not  un- 
aware that  in  general  we  may  securely  depend  upon 
people's  not  acting  directly  contrary  to  their  interest. 
But  this  consideration,  aH  powerful  as  it  is,  will  some- 
times yield  voluntarily  to  national  indignation,  and 
is  sometimes  forced  to  yield  to  the  resentment  of  a 
sovereign.  It  is  of  sufficient  weight  in  practice  when 
applied  to  manniactures ;  because  a  delay  in  their  sala 
is  net  of  such  eoasequenee,  and  from  their  smalier  bulk 
they  are  easily  smuggled.  But,  in  in  the  ease  of  com, 
-a  delay  of  three  or  i^nr  months  may  produce  the  most 
complicated  misery ;  and*  from  the  great  balk  dI  corA» 
it  wULgenerally  be  in  the  power  of  a  sovereign  to  ez^ 
cute  almost  completely>his  resentful  pmpose.  Small 
commercial  States  which  depend  nearly  for  the  whole 
of  their  supplies  on  foreign  Foweis  will  always  have 
many  friends.  They  are  not  of  sufficient  consequence 
to  excite  any  general  indignation  against  them,  and 
if  they  cannot  be  supplied  from  one  quarter,  they  will 
from  another.  But,  this  is  by  no  means  the  case  with 
such  a  country  as  Great  Britain,  whose  commercial 
ambition  is  peculiarly  calculated  to  excite  a  general 
jealousy,  and,  in  &ct,  has  excited  it  to  a  very  great 
degree. 

«If  our  commerce  continue  increasing  for  a  few 
years,  and  our  commercial  population  with  it,  we  shall 
be  laid  so  bare  to  the  shafts  of  fbrtune  that  nothing  bnt 
a  miracle  can  save  us  from  being  struck.  The  period- 
ical return  of  such  seasons  of  dearHi,  as  these  which 
we  have  of  late  experienced,  I  consider  as  absotutely 
certain,  upbn  onr  present  im|iorting  eystem ;  but,  «z- 
olttding  firom  the  qaestion  at  present  the  dneadfid  dia- 
liess  that  they  eceasien,  which,  however,  no  man  af 
humanity  can  long  banish  fixHn  his  mind,  I  would  ask» 
if  it  is  politic,  merely  with  a  view  to  our  national  grea^ 
neas,  to  render  ourselves  thus  dependent  upon  others 
for  our  support,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  combina- 
tion against  us,  to  diminish  our  population  two  mil- 
lions. 

These  -observations,  enforced  as  thay  are  by 
weighty  and  strong  reasons,  render  icannecessary 
for  me  to  make/^  single  comment.  They  ate 
replete  with  good  sense ;  they  are  the  result  of 
deep  reflection.  Who  will  venture  to  say  that  the 
time  for  that  verification  and  fulfilment  has  not 
arri'ved  ?  If  a  peace,  speedy  and  honorable  to 
thie nation,  bean  object  of  desirabie  attainment, 
it  cannot,  I  will  boldly  assert,  be  obtaiaed  but  by 
a  vigorous  proseouiion  of  the  war.  The  whole 
strength  of  the  nation  should  be  put  forth.  It  is 
the  wisest  policy.so  to  act.  It  will  not  only  pre- 
veUt  the  effusion  of  much  blood,  but  it  will  be 
found  to  coaaport  best  with  a  regard  to  economy, 
in  tiie  expenditura  of  the  publio  ^eaaare.    No 
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measure  within  the  compass  of  CongressioDal 
powers,  if  mv  judgment  be  correct,  aod  it  is  sup- 
ported by  able  authoritf,  is  so  likeif  to  give  th« 
requisite  vigor  to  the  war,  and  thereby  bring  it  to 
a  happy  termination,  as  that  of  an  embargo.  I 
hare  deemed  it  proper,  in  justice  to  mtself,  to 
make  these  olnervations.  I  have  not  taken  this 
stand,  I  trust,  for  reasons  light  and  trivial,  i 
could  enlarge  on  this  subject,  out  1  will  not  tres- 
pass longer  on  your  patience  and  politeness.  I 
may  err;  I  am  sensible  of  my  frailties  and  weak-* 
ness ;  but,  in  sustaining  this  opinion.  1  am  per- 
suaded you  will  allow  me  the  credit  or  acting'  in 
obedience  to  my  conviction  and  sober  judgment. 

Mr.  Brioham  said :  Mr.  Speaker^  the  subject 
of  the  merchants'  bonds,  now  under  considera- 
tioD,  is  of  serious  consequence,  and  has  been  ably 
discussed.  It  is  a  question  of  f^reat  magnitude, 
and  involves  the  riglits  and  the  loteresta  of  a  re- 
•peetable  aod  intelligeat  elase  of  oar  fellow-eiti- 
seas,  who  have  as  much  reputatifMi  for  their  ia- 
daetry  aod  integrity  as  any  otkar  class  |n  the 
eommuotty. 

Bat  the  hooonbla  Commhtee  of  Weys  tod 
Means  have  reported  to  the  Hoose  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  legislate  ou  the  subject,  a^d  that  it 
should  foe  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 

801J. 

Sir,  this  is  a  subject  of  too  much  importance  to 
be  submitted  to  the  decision  of  any  one  individ- 
ual. The  question  is  now  before  the  proper  tri- 
bunalj  and  it  is  incumbent  on  this  House  to  de- 
cide; we  have  a  duty  to  perform,  and  I  hope  that 
the  House  will  have  the  satisfaction  resulting 
from  a  conscientious  dischar|i;e  of  it. 

Mr.  B.'said  that  the  chief  duty  and  cause  of  all 
^Ooveroments  was  to  protect  the  right;i  of  proper- 
ty ;  that  personal  security  was  the  prime  mduce- 
ment  for  men  to  institute  civil  Government;  that 
our  Constitution  provides  expressly  for  the  pro- 
leotioR  of  person  and  property,  and  we  are  sworn 
to  support  ihe  Coostitutioo ;  and,  io  his  opinion, 
the  House  were  as  much  bound,  aod  by  as  high- 
aoleaiatty,  to  decide  io  this  oaee^  and  to  decide 
eprreotly,  as  efv«r  a  jary  of  the  coimtry,  in  a  eoovt 
of  law,  were  holden  to  do  joetiee  between  party 
and  party. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  heard  no  satisfaetorv 
reason  offered,  why  this  Hoose  should  avoid  this 
question  and  throw  the  responsibility  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  Could  he  better  distin- 
guish between  right  and  wrong ;  between  justice 
and  injustice,  than  this  House  ?  It  will  not  be 
•dmitted.. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  are  the  confidents  of  our 
conatitueots,  and  we  ought  to  protect  them  in 
their  rights,  and  to  convince  them  by  our  acta  of 
justice  toward  them,  that  we  are  worthy  of  their 
confidence  ;  and  make  it  manifest  to  the  world 
that  we  are  really  and  practically,  what  we  are 
Bominaliy,  an  iaitelligentj  a  just,  and  a  deliberate 
bod]|r;  a  terror  only  to  evil-doers;  and  that  we 
ponish  none  hot  the  guilty,  and  those  who  de« 
aerve  it. 

Sir^  this  is  a  question  of  property.  The  real 
questioo  la,  whathtc  the  goods,  that  are  boadtdi 


are  the  property  of  the  Gbvernmeut  or  the  prop- 
erty of  tho«e  individual  merchants,  by  whose 
labor  and  enterprise  and  at  whose  expense  they 
were  imported? 

Sir,  the  Government  claim  this  property  under 
the  operation  -of  the  non-importation  law,  and 
their  claim  can  arise  on  no  other  ground ;  and,  to 
make  out  their  case,  they  allege  that  the  import- 
ers of  these  goods  nave  violated  this  law,  and 
forfeited  the  property  into  the  hands  of  the  Gh>v- 
eminent;  and  we  are  to  say  whether  they  are 
guilty  or  {not  guilty.  Before  we  decide  on  this 
question,  let  us  examine  into  the  transaction  and 
into  the  authority  under  which  the  merchants  be- 
lieved they  wete  actiog«  and  also  into  the  provis- 
ions and  character  of  the  non-imporution  law. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  non-importation  law  was  intro- 
duced avd  enforced  as  a  retaliatory  measure,  to 
retaliate  on  the  British  Qovernment  for  her  ob- 
noxious Orders  in  Council^ and  was  intended  to 
be  coextensive  with  those  orders,  and  when  those 
orders  ceased  to  'operate,  the  demands  of  these 
laws  were  satisfied,  and  no  longer  to  be  in  force. 
This  appears  from  the  special  provision  which 
was  macie,  authorizing  the  President,  on  th«  event 
of  the  'revocation  of  the  Orden  in  Council,  to 
isstie  bis  proclamation  declaring  the  fact,  and  to 
set  aside  the  operation  of  the  law. 

Mr.  B.  said  thm  he  iiad  supposed  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  President,  on  receiving  ofllcial  in- 
formation of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  to  have^  issued  his  proclamation,  and  to 
have' exercised  the  power  vested  in  him  withoat 
delay.  The  merchants  considered  the  power  del- 
egated to  the  President,  as  a  pledge  of  the  repeal 
of  the  non«importatioo  law,  whenever  those  Or- 
ders in  Council  should  be  revoked;  and  they  just- 
ly supposed  that  they  might  with  safety  ship  their 
goods. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.)  this  is  not  all;  these  merchants 
have  other  public  record  evidence  that  this  law 
would  be  repealed  on  the  revocation  of  those  or- 
ders. The  So^retary  of  State,  July  fiO,  1811,  in 
h4s  correspondence  of  that  date  with  Mr.  Foster, 
the  British  Minister,  states  expressly,  ^  that  it  was 
*  in  the  power  of  the  British  Government,  by  one 
'  single  act  of  justice,  to  enable  the  President  Of 
^  the  United  States  to  set  aside  the.  operation  of 
'  the  non-importatton  law ;"  and  lie  told  Mr.  Fos- 
ter what  this  act  of  justice  was,  nainely,  that  if 
the  British  <3overnment  woujd  cease  to  violate 
our  neutral  rights,  by  revoking  ber  Orders  in 
Council,  the  President  alone  had  the  power;  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  said,  that  he  was  insUoet- 
ed  to  inform  him  that  the  President  would  exer- 
cise this  power  without  delay,  and  terminate  the 
non-ienportation  law. 

-  Sir,  under  these  eireomstanees  and  with  tliis 
information,  the  merchants  had  a  right,  on  the 
revocation  of  the  Ordera  in  Council^  to  believe 
that  they  should  be  safe  and  justified  m  shipping 
their  goods  from  an  enemy's  countrv  to  their 
own.  They  were  scrupulous  and  careful  not  to 
resist  the  laws  of  their  Gk>vernment,  and^ave  no 
direction  to  have  their  goods  shipped  until  those 
Ordoca  in  Connoil  ahould  be  rcvMtedi  and  when 
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they  were  rerokBd,  they  eonsvlted  Mr.  Russell, 
our  Cbarg^  des  Affaires  at  the  Court  of  Great 
Britaio,  who  gave  them  hU  opiaioa  that  it  would 
be  safe  for  them  to  ship  their  goods,  that  no  pen- 
alties could  he  demanded  under  the  non-iraporta- 
cioo  law ;  indeed,  he  advised  them  to  ship  their 
goods,  and  carry  their  property  home ;  and  now. 
shall  they  be  punished  for  it?  What  else  would 
they  have  done,  unless  they  had  abandoned  their 
property  and  left  it  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy? 
There  can  be  nothing  wrong  ia  the- importers' 
shipping  their  goods  from  an  enemy^  country. 
.  Mr.  B.  said  that  there  was  no  fraud  or  blame 
attach^  to  the  merchants  for  shipping  their 
goods ;  that  it  was  their  duty,  a  duty  which  they 
owed  to  themselves  and  to  their  country.  He 
could  not  understand  how  the  petitioners  Wf^re 
guilty  of  any  offence,  nor  chargeable  with  aay* 
thing,  but  giving  their  confidence  to  the  Qovern- 
ment;  to  the  highest  authority  of  the  nation ;  and 
certainly  that  could  be  no  [crime,  and  we  should 
not  inflict  the  penalties  of  poverty  oa  the  inno- 
cent. The  want  of  monev  can  giv^  us  no  cUiro 
to  this  property.  The  high-souiKling  sum  of 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  nay  increase  the  inr 
clioation  to  get  it,  bat  aever  can  increase  out  right 
to  take  it.    / 

Mr.  B.  said,  be  hoped  that  the  Hoose,'  on  this 
important  question,  would  be  governed  by  a  nng* 
sanioaous  and  just  policy,  cencel  the  merchants' 
bonds,  gain  respeotabilitjr  to  themselves,  and  af- 
ford comfort  and  protection  to  the  petitioners.'- 

Mr.  QrUiNOT  said,  that  in  listening  to  the  debate, 
what  had  impressed  his  mind  the  most  forcibly 
was  the  simplicity  of  the  question.  He  was  l^s 
surprised  at  the.  arguments  which  were  arg^. 
than  that  any  argument  wi^  necessary.  A  mere 
autement  of  the  case,,  be  should  have  thought 
would  have  settled  the  question.  Twenty  miK 
lions  of  dollars  were  said  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States;— an  amount .  equal,  to  ooe-thtrd 
of  the  whole  national  debt.  This  sum  wa^  al- 
leged to  be  due,  from  comparatively  a  small  class 
of  men,  in  particular  sections  of  the  country,  i a 
the  cities  and  oa  the.  seaboard.  It  was  distributed 
among  the  individuals  of  that  elaas,  ia  various 
proportions.  To  every  one  of  them,  the  amount 
demanded  i%  material.  The  gieater  part  of  the 
fortunes  of  some,  is  at  stake.  To  others  it  is  a 
simple  question  of  prosperity  or  ruin.  The  prin- 
ciples arising  out  of  the  case,  and  connected  with 
a  decision,  are  in  their  nature. so  complicated 
and  delicate,  that  scarcely  twH>  mea  can  be  found 
on  the  floor  of  Congress  who  can  agree  by  what 
scale  remission  sbul  be  graduated,  if  remitted 
at  all.  A  case  of  this  magnitude,  so  important 
to  the  public,  so  critical  to  the  individuals,  so 
dubious  in  point  of  principle,  and  so  coBsequen*- 
tiai  in  sectional  alarm  and  interest,  it  is  seriously 
contended  should  be  referred  to  the  decision  of 
a  single  individual*— that  one  man  should  be  in- 
TestM.  with  the  power  to  decide  the  fates  of  mul- 
titudes of  his  fellow-cititens,  and  decree  riches 
or  property ;  not  by  any  known  rule  or  standard, 
but  aecordiag  to.his  absolnte  will  and  discretion  t 
Such  14  the  powtr  seriooaif  contended  for,  ia  a 


. 


coantry  catling  itself  free,  by  men  who  pretend 
to  understand  the  nature  of  civil  liberty,  and  to 
venerate  its  principles.         ^ 

Mr*  ^.  said,  that  the  nature  of  the  proposition 
was  not  more  astoni&bing,  than  the  main  reason 
urged  in  its  support.  Ai^  this  was,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  possessed  this,  power  al- 
ready ;'  that  the  law  now  placed  it  in  his  hands. 
As  if  the  greatness  of  a  power,  and  its  ej^ceeding 
the  trust  which  any  man  ought  to  possess,  and 
its  irreconcilableness  with  the  settled  principles 
on  which  public  safety  in  a  free  country  depends, 
were  not  conclusive,  either  that  no  such  fxiwer 
ever  was  invested,  or  that  the  possessor  ought  (o 
be  deprived  of  it. 

Mr.^  then  proceeded  to  investigate  the  geaeral 
powers  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  mitifptioo,  or  remission  of  fines,  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures.  He  contended  that  no  such 
power  was  invested  in  the  Head  of  that  Depart- 
ment, as  the  Secretary  had  asserted  in  his  letter 
to  the  Committee  oi  Ways  and  Means.  In 
this  letter,  the  Secretary  asserts  that— ''the 
'  power  to  remit  the  share  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  of  all  other  persons,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
'  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be 
*  deemed  reasonable  and  just,  is  bv  law  vested  in 
^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.''  Mr.  ft.  said, 
that  this  was  nothing  less  than  the  assertion  of 
an  absolute  discretion  in  relation  to  the  snbjeet- 
matter.  A  discretion  without  limit  or  principle, 
or  measure  of  control,  or  rule  of  decision,  ^ateept 
the  sovereign  will  and  pleasure  of  the  individual 
possessing  it.  For  he,  who  can  do  in  relation  to 
any  matter  or  things  in  the  whole  or  in  the  part, 
and  fix  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may 
deem  reasonable  and  just,  has  as  absolute  an  au- 
thority, in  that  matter  or  thing,  as  heart  can  de- 
sire.'  And  if  by  any  general  Taw  such  power  be 
invested  in  any  person  whatsoever,  we  have  not 
much  to  boast,  in  this  respect,  eitber  of  the  wis- 
doea  or  of  the  freedom  of  our  laws. 

The  qoestton  then  is,  whether  this  powei*,  thas 
asserted  to  exist  ia  himself,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  be  Tested  in  him  by  law.  Mr.  d. 
said  that  he- confessed,  that  on  the  first  reading  of 
the  statute,  being  under  the  infineaoe  of  theopin* 
ton  thas  nnequivooally  expressed  by  the  Seereta- 
ry,  and  not  at  once  perceiving  how  the  terms  of 
law  had  been  wrested  to  the  purposes  of  offioial 
eoiistructioa,  he  yielded  a  momentary  and  reluc- 
tant assent  to  the  claim  of  the.  Secretary.  Re- 
cdleo ting,  however,  what  a  fajtcinatlag  thing  ab- 
solute power  is,  and  how  little  implicit  ftUh  any 
man  has  a  right  to  claim,  in  a  case  where  the 
degree  of  his  power  is  dependent  upon  his  own 
constraction ;  recolleoting,  also,  the  character  of 
the  men,  who,  in  the  year  1797,  when  the  law  in 
question  was  passed,  had  the  reins  of  power,  he 
began  to  doubt  of  the  construction,  and  set  him- 
self carefully  to  investigate  on  what  groands  this 
arbitrary  discretion,  thus  obtrosivelv  asserted  by 
the  Secretary  as  existing  in  himself,  was  founded. 
He  said,  that  the  men  who,  at  the  time  when  the 
law  in  question  was  passed,  presided  over  the 
eooatnietioB  of  oar  Jaws,  weve  not  only  learned 
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and  able  mto,  and  true  lovers  of  their  coaatry, 
bui  tbey  were  men,  also,  deeply  vested  in  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty  j  they  were  natives  of 
the  soil,  and  had  been  educated  in  the  arbitrary 
doctrines  of  the  civil  law,  but  had  drank  in  the 
essential  principles  of  the  ancient  Saxon  common 
law,asitwere^with  their  mothers' milk.  Such  men 
were  not  likely  t»  grant  so  enormous  a  power,  by 
any  general  terms,  even  in  an  unguarded  moment. 
For  had  reason  tailed  them  in  a  case  of  this 
nature,  instinct  would  have  come,  to  their  aid. 
He  determined,  therefore,  to  investigate  this 
question,  lUoof  from  the  prejudices  which  the 
assertion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  corroborative  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  created,  and  set  himsel 
jto  examine  what  were  those  essential  principles 
of  civil  liberty,  which  lay  as  it  were,  at  the  base 
of  all  statutes  of  this  kind,  and  which  were,  in 
their  nature,  so  predominant  and  inherent,  that 
DO  friend  of  freedom  could  possibly  forget  tiic|u, 
when  framioff  such  a  statute. 

Mr.  QL  said,  that  on  turning  this  subject  in  his 
mind^  he  had  found  two  priaoipies  of  the  nature 
which  he  sought.  The  first  was,  that  the  inno- 
cent should  never  becoafounded  with  the  fuilty. 
Of  consequence,  that  the  law  must  have  been  in- 
tended to  be  so  constructed  as  that,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible* the  former  should  always  escape,  and  the 
latter  should  always  be  punished^  The  secand 
was,  that  the  object  of  the  penalty  was  only  the 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  law.  Of 
consequence,  that  when  this  object  was  attained, 
there  ought  to  be  an  end  of  the  penalty  a'hich 
was  ever  to  be  oonsidpred  as  the  sanction,  or  Vin- 
dicatory branch  of  the  law,  and  never  be  pervert- 
ad  to  the  purposes  of  the  ways  and  means  of  the 
Treasury.  When  the  terms  of  the  statute  un- 
der consideration,  were  considered  in  teference 
to  tk^ne  principles,  all  doubts  as  to  its  true  eon- 
struatioD  vantahed.  The  character  of  the  fnn- 
ers  of  the  law  was  vindicated.  No  such  power 
as  that  asserted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  peoalties,  was 
vested  in  him.  On  the  contrary,  the  real  grant 
of  power  was  precise,  limited,  and  perfedly  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  civil  liberty. 

The  law  contained  two  clauses,  which  com- 
prehended all  the. powers  relative  to  this  subject 
vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
words  are  these:    After  prescribiaj^  the  modes 

»  which  testimony  concerning  the  eircumsta noes 
the  case  shall  be  collected  and  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  statute  pro- 
ceeds:'*  Who  shall,  thereupon,  have  power  to 
'  mitigate,  or  remit  such  fine,  forfeiture,  or  pen- 
'alty,  or  remove  such  disability,  or  any  part 
thereof,  if,  in  bis  opinion,  the  same  shall  have 
'  been  incurred  without  wilful  negligence,  or  any 

*  intention  of  fraud  in  the  person  or  persons  in- 
^  curring  the  same ;  and  to  direct  the  prosecution, 

*  if  any  shall  have  been  instituted  for  the  recov- 
'  ery  thereof,  to  cease  and  be  discontinued,  upon 
'  such  terms  or  conditions,  as  he  may  deem  rea- 
'  soaable  and  just." 

Fiona  these  clauaes  in  the  statute,  if  isom  afty^ 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  derives  that  un- 
limited discretion,  which  he  asserts,  in  his  report 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  be 
vested  in  his  department.  Now,  these  clauses 
are  distinct  and  substantive,  having  relation  to 
two  objects,  also  distinct  and  substantive.  The 
first  clause  relates  to  the  penalty  incurred.  The 
second  to  the  prosecution  commenced. 

As  to  the  first  clause,  relative  to  the  penalty, 
fine,  Of  forfeiture  incurred,  so  far  from  vesting  aa 
unlimited  discretionary  power,  it  vesu,  strictly 
speaking,  no  discretion  whatever.  It  is,  in  truth, 
a  power  to  mitigate,  remit,  or  remove,  according 
lo  a  stated  and  specified  statute  standard.  This 
authority  is  to  exercise  his  jud|;ment,  upon  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  touching  the  existence 
or  non  existence  of  either  of  two  particulars  sta- 
ted in  the  statute — wilful  negligence,  or  fraud.  If 
neither  exist,  he  has  the  power  to  remit.  If  either 
exist,  but  in  a  partial  degree,  he  has  the  power  to 
graduate  the  penalty,  fine  or  forfeiture,  to  the  de- 
gree of  enilt.  And  this  is  his  whole  power  re- 
sulting mm  this  clause.  The  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  a  mere  tribunal  to  decide  whether  the 
statute  guilt  has  been  incurred,  or  any  part  of 
it,  and,  according  to  that  judgment,  to  graduate 
the  fi^ne,  penalty,  or,  forfeiture.  If  there  be  do 
guilt,  his  power  of  mitlgatioo,  that  is^  of  gradua- 
tion, is  at  an  end.  In  such  case  it  cannot  be  ex- 
ercised. The  single  auihofity  be  has,  is  to  re- 
mit altogether^  He  has  no  more  right  to  talk  of 
^  profits,"  or  **<sxtra  profits"  or  '*  equivalents,"  or 
to  intimate  boons  or  "  loans,"  as  the  grounds  of 
remission,  than  be  has  to  decree  the  whole  pen- 
alty into  nis  own  pocket  for  his  private  use.  The 
plain  purpose  of  tne  law  is,  that  guilt  should  suf- 
fer, and  that  innocenee  should  escape.  And  by 
guilt  and  innocence,  is  only  meant  statute  guilt, 
or  statute  innoeeace.  Whatever  is  either  wilful 
negligence  or  fraud,  is  statute  guilt.  Whatever 
is  neither  one  nor  the  other,  is^  innocence.  It  is 
easy  to  see  how  perfectly  reconclleable  this  is  to 
the  established  principles  of  civil  liberty.  Instead 
of  a  sharp-scented  statesman,  invested  with  pow- 
ers ^o  hunt  among  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures, 
for  the  ways  and  means  of  the  Treasury,  we  find 
only  a  beaigoaat  and  wisely  constituted  tribunal, 
wim  power  to  J4|dge  upon  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  how  far  any  statute  guilt  has  been  in- 
curred, and  to  grad«ate%uffering,  accoraing  to  the 
degree  which  shall  appear; 

As  to  the  second  clause,  relative  to  the.  proSe- 
cat'ion  commenced,  there  is.  indeed,  a  discretion 
invested  'in  the  head  of  the  Treasury ;  but  it  is  a 
discretion  extremely  limited  in  its  nature,  arising 
out  of  the  necessity  of  the  case,  extending  only  to 
very  subordinate  considerations,  and  In  exercise 
of  which  there  is  little  or  no  temptation  to  abuse. 
It  relates  only  to  the  terms  and  conditions  on 
which  he  may  direct  the  prosecution  to  cease. 
These  he  is  permitted  to  fix  *^  as  he  may  deem 
reasonable  and  just."  That  sqch  a  power  is  ne- 
cessary isobvious,  because,  although  the  innocent 
has  a  right  to  be  free  from  the  imputation  and 
penalty  of  guilt,  yet  the  costs  and  expenses  which 
have  bean  iaetirred-is  a  IobBi  which  must  fall 
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somewhere.  The  nature  of  things  has  'thrown 
it  upon  him,  and  no  principle  of  justice  can 
transfer  it  to  another.  But  the  discretionary 
power  here  giVen  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  ex- 
tremely limited,  and  extends  onlv  to  those  par- 
ticulars, which  are  incident  to  the  prosecution, 
to  costs,  expenses,  and  sometimes  compensation 
to  custom-house  officers  for  services  rendered, 
either  in  their  seizure,  or  in  the  care  of  the 
property.  It  is  obvious,  also,  that  rn  exercising 
sucB  a  discretion  the  da^bger  of  abuse  is  limited, 
not  only  from  the  circumscribed  nature  of  the 
sphere,  but  from  the  circumstances  in  which  it 
is  exercised.  He  has  no  official  inducement  to 
abuse  his  power.  The  particulars  which  are  in- 
cident to  a  prosecution  are  distinct,  notbrious, 
and  easily  to  be  ascertained ;  and  as  to  compen- 
sation due  to  the  custom-house  officer,  the  Secre- 
tary havin|r,  by  no  possibility,  any  interest,  per- 
sonal or  official,  in  the  decision,  may  safely  be 
intrusted  with  it ;  and  ought  to  be,  out  of  regard 
to  the  indemnification  of  the  officer.  Here,  again, 
there  is  no  interference  with  the  established  prin- 
ciples of  civil  liberty.  The  question  relative  to 
the  causing  the  prosecution  to  cease,  has  no  con- 
nexion with  guilt  or  innocence.  It  is  merely  as- 
certaining the  inevitable  loss,  which  he  must 
bear,  on  whom  the  bott  of  Heaven  has  fallen.  If 
a  compensation  is  decreed,  it  is  for  the  custom- 
house officer,  and  not  the  Treasury.  It  is  de- 
creed not  as  a  part  of  the  penalty,  for  this  is  in- 
curred only  in  consequence  of  guilt,  which  is  in 
this  case  out  of  the  question  ;  but  is  decreed  only 
as  part  of  that  inevitable  loss,  which  some  one 
must  bear,  and  of  course  he  on  whom  the  lot  is 
cast. 

When  the  statute  is  considered,  it  will  easily 
be  seen  what  are  the  means  by  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  grasps  at  this  unlimited 
ana  arbitrary  discretion,  which  he  asserts  in  his 
letter  to  the  committee.  It  Is  by  confounding 
what  is  distinct,  and  associating  what  are  separ- 
ate. By  a  sort  of  Treasury  amalgam,  he  con- 
solidates both  clauses  of  the  statute  into  one,  and 
attaches  the  power  of  annexing  ^  terms  and  con- 
ditions which  he  shall  deem  reasonable  and  just." 
to  the  clause  which  has  relation  to  the  penalty, 
Instead  of  restricting  it  to  the  clause  which  has 
relation  to  the  prosecution.  This  may  be  a  very 
happy  construction  for  the  Treasury,  but  it  is  a 
very  ruinous  one  for  the  eftizen.  At  least  so  it 
is  likely  to  prove,  judging  by  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration. 

If  any  one  asks  why  these  powers  are  to  be  con- 
strued as  though  distinct  and  substantive,  instead 
of  amalgamated  and  consolidated,  I  answer,  on 
four  plain  and  solid  grounds :  The  terms  of  the 
law — the  policy  of  the  law — the  nature  of  the 
thing'-and  the  established  principles  of  civil 
liberty. 

The  terms  of  the  law  are  select  and  appro- 
priate. Those  connected  with  the  remission  or 
mitigation,  in  whole  or  in  part,  not  only  give  the 
power,  but  limit  the  exercise  of  it,  by  an  express 
statute  standard :  He  is  to  do  the  one  or  the  other, 
according  to  the  non-existence,  or  the  degree  of 
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existence^f  "wilful  negligence,  or  intention  of 
fraud.**  Those  connected  with  the  causing  the 
pro^cution  to  cease,  are  equally  precise.  The 
power  of  annexing  terms  and  conditions,  such  as 
he  may  deem  reasonable  and  just,  relates  to  that 
object,  (the  causing  of  the  prosecution  to  cease,) 
and  nothing  else. 

The  policy  of  the  law  is  not  less  corroborative 
of  this  construction.  It  is  a  remedial  statute — as 
such,  it  must  be  construed  liberally.  Its  policy  is, 
to  suffer  all  the  innocent,  and  none  of  the  guilty, 
to  escape.  For  this  purpose,  it  has  set  up  a  stat- 
ute standard,  by  which  the  Secretary  is  to  de- 
cide who  is  innocent,  and  the  degree  of  inno- 
cedce,  and  graduate  the  penalty  accordingly. 
Therefore  it  is,  that  the  power  of  affixing  con- 
ditions is  not  annexed  by  the  terms  of  the  law 
to  the  power  of  mitigating  and  remitting.  To 
the  degree  of  statute  ^ilt  which  a  man  has 
incurred,  the  Secretary  is  morally  bound  to  pun- 
ish. Bat  when  of  this  degree  there  is  none,  he 
is  then  morallv  bound  to  acquit.  Of  '^'terms 
and^conditions'^here,  there  is  no  use.  For  guilt 
must  be  punished  according  to  its  degree,  and 
innocence  must  escape.  Now  the  law  permits 
ho  "terms  or  conditions'*  to  be  made  with  the 
innocent;  no  ''equivalent'*  is  asked  for  not  con- 
founding them  with  the  guilty.  It  is  the  pol- 
icy, it  is  the  delight  of  the  law,'  that  they  should 
go  free  and  unspotted,  according  to  their  innate 
purity. 

The  nature  of  the  thin?  shows  also  that  the 
power  of  annexing  such  "  terms  and  conditions 
as  he  may  deem  reasonable  and  just,"  exclusively 
belongs  to  the  power  of  causing'the  prosecution  to 
cease.  For,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  the 
question  concerning  causing  the  prosecution  to 
cease,  is  subordinate,  in  point  of  importance,  and 
secondary  in  point  of  time,  to  the  question  con- 
cerning mitigating  or  remitting  the  penalty.  For, 
whether  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  be,  guilty 
of  a  part,  or  noi  guilty  at  all,  the  Secretarjr's 
power  is  in  the  same  state.  The  degree  of  guilt 
or  innocence  is  ascertained.  The  penalty  is 
remitted^  or  graduated.  The  only  remaining 
prerogative  of  the  Secretary  relates  to  the  pros- 
ecution. Here  he  possesses  the  discretion  before 
noticed.  But  tt  is  a  power  which,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing,  cannot  retroact,  and  bring  again 
innocence  or  guilt  into  view.  That  is  already 
fettled,  at  least  in  principle,  and  must  be,  before 
the  question  eonceraing  the  prosecution  can  be 
agitated. 

But  there  isa  stronger  argument fhan  all  these, 
resulting  from  the  established  principles  of  civil 
liberty.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  proud  t:on- 
sciousness,  which  freemen  ftel  and  delight  to 
acknowledge;' and  of  what  stuff  is  it  composed? 
What  is  it^  but  the  certainty,  with  which  eacl> 
individual  is  inspired,  that  he  holds  life,  liberty, 
and  property,  subject  only  to  known  laws,  and 
aloof  from  the  will  of  any  individual?  So  long 
as  he  IS  innocent,  he  has  no  compromise  to  make, 
no  equivalent  to  offer,  no  truckling  to  assume. 
He,  on  whom  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  of 
the  collection  law  has  fallen,  by  any  mischance 
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or  by  the  act  of  God,  has  as  mach  right  to  pos- 
sess this  coDscioosness  as  the  proudest  mortal  of 
us  all.  He  stands  before  the  tribunal  o{  the  Sec- 
retary, not  to  chaffer  for  a  pardon. ,  He  is  iono- 
cetit.  If  there  be  any  portion  of  the  statute  guilt, 
graduate  the  punishnaent ;  but  if  there  be  Done| 
cruel,  wicked,  despotic  is  tliat  construction,  which 
obliges  him  to  compound  for  his  escape,  from 
a  statute  framed  only  to  punish  ffoilt;  to  pay 
'^profits;"  to  make  '^  forced  loans ^'  to  promise 
"equivalents!"  For  what?  Why,  truly  that, 
though  innocent,  he  should  not  partake  tne  fate 
of  guilt. 

When  I  speak  of  innocence  and  guilt,  I  mean 
always  statute  innocence,  or  statute  guilt.  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  money  dreams  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  nor  with  the  day 
dreams  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Grdndy.)  He  did  not  pretend,  no  man  has  pre* 
tended,  no  man  can  pretend,  that  there  was  any 
intention  of  fraud,  or  any  wilful  n^ligence'  in 
the  merchants,  whose  caiie  is  now  before  the 
House.  But  he  told  us  at  one  time,  that  their 
crime  consisted  "  in  purchasing  in  Great  Brit- 
ain;" at  another,  that  it  consisted  ''in  not  co- 
operating with-  the  policy  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment?' Grant,  for  argument  sake,  all  the  guilt 
these  charges  include :  Is  that  wilful  negligence, 
or  intention  of  fraud  ?  Free  of  thii^  are  they  not 
innocent  ?  Innocent,  are  they  not  entitled  Co  ea-^ 
tire  remission? 

This  construction,  for  which  I  contend,  I  think 
I  can  safely  state,  is  conformable  to  the  practice 
of  the  Treasury,  antecedent  to  the  accession  of  the 
present  Secretary.  At  least  so  it  appears  from 
the  book  of  abstracts  of  the  Treasury,  enjtirely  to 
my  satisfaction.  Yet,  upon  this  point,  I  would 
not  be  considered  as  expressii^  myself  with  ab- 
solute certainty,  as  I  have  not  had  an  opportuni- 
ty to  examine  the  original  records  of  the  cases, 
nor  yet  to  converse  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  although  I  have  been,  twice  at  his  of- 
fice for  that  purpose.  The  abstiacta  of  the  Trea- 
sury, antecedent  to  that  period,  do  not  indicate 
anything  like  a  compromise  with  innocence,  for 
the  sake  of  profit  to  the  Treasury.  The  judg- 
ments suted  are,  "remission,"  or  ^'mitigation,"  on 
payment  of  fees,  or  duties  on  eoau,  and  some- 
times of  a  aum  ceruin :  fifty  or  an  hundred  dol- 
lara  to  the  revenue  officers  or  to  parties,  other 
than  the  United  States.  Although  I  do  not  con- 
ceive the  former  practice  of  the  Treasury  very 
naaterial  on  the  point,  yet  it  is  some  satisuction 
to  state,  that  the  early  decisions  to  which  I  al- 
lude seem  to  be  guided  by  this  principle:  that 
the  Treasury  should  never  gain  anything  from 
fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  except  in  case  of 
guilt.  The  first  case  I  could  find,  although  there 
mav  have  been  others  antecedent,  was  that  of 
Robert  Gillespie,  in  June,  1802.  It  was  the  case 
of  an  importation  of  porter  in  casks,  of  less  capa- 
city than  those  required  by  law.  The  judgment 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was :  no  wilful 
negligence  or  fraud — claim  of  the  United  Spates 
released  on  payment  of  costs  and  one-fourth  net 
proceeds. 


Another  case  was,  thatof  Tiieodoric  Armisteads 
decided  in  February,  1812.  Brandy  had  been 
imported  in  casks  of  less  capacity  than  required 
by  law.  The  judgment  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was :  No  wilful  negligence  or  fraud — 
claim  of  the  United  States  released  on  payment 
of  ^osis  and  charges,  and  two  cents  per  gallon 
for  the  United  States.  And  this  levy  is  express- 
ly stated  to  he  in  addition  to  the  duty  established 
by  law.  Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  a  principle  is 
this?  A  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  declares,  in 
so  many  words,  that  the  guilt  specified  in  the  stat- 
ute, to  which  the  penalty  is  annexed,  does  not 
exist,  yet  mulcis  the  individual  at  his  discretion, 
as  the  condition  on  which  innocence  is  not  made 
subject  to  the  penalty  I  If  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  6an  lay  a  tax  of  "two  cents  per  gtllon," 
why  not  of  twenty ;  if  he  can  take  *'ooe-fourth  of 
the  proceeds,"  according  to  his  arbitrary  will, 
why  not  the  half,  or  the  whole?  In  these  cases 
what  has  become  of  that  essential  principle  of 
civil  liberty,  that  innocence  and  guilt  shall  never 
be  confounded  ?  Both  Gillespie  and  Armistead, 
though  dear  by  the  statute,  have  gone  a  way  from 
the  legal  tribunal  taxed  by  the  Secretary.  I  dare 
say  it  will  be  said,  they  were  both  satisfied. 
Poubtless,  sir,  the  Secretary  had  resolved  him- 
self into  an  arbitrary  tribunal;  and  what  private 
individual  dare  question  the  opinion  of  the  Sec- 
retary.? But  it  IS  the  business  of  the  Legislature 
to  consider  subjects  in  their  principles  and  con- 
sequences, and  not  by  the  convenience  of  this  or 
that  individual.  The  importance  of  withstand- 
ing the  beginnings  of  oppressive  encroachments 
could  never  better  be  illustrated  than  by  the  in- 
stances before  us.  These,  and  cases  like  these, 
were  the  nest  eggs  of  the  Treasury ;  and  now  we 
see  what  a  monstrous  brood  is  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced. The  Secretary  has  gone  on  year  after 
year,  exercising  an  arbitrary  discretion  in  cases 
of  small  amount,  and  affecting  individuals  only, 
till  at  least  he  starts  up  a  gigantic  power,  author- 
ized to  carve  what  he  pleases  out  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  to  settle  the  destinies  of  a 
whole  class  of  citizens!  If  doctrines  and  con- 
structions like  these,  are  to  receive^  the  sanction 
of  this  Legislature,  come  Bonaparte  as  soon  as 
thou  wilt  and  thou  shalt  find  Cabinet  principles 
suited  to  all  thy  purposes. 

I  have  hitherto  considered  the  esse  of  the  mer- 
chants' honde)  as  though  it  were  strictly  within 
the  principle  of  the<:oIleclion  laws.  And  the  bear- 
ing of  my  argument  has  been  this:  that  if  no 
such  power,  as  is  asserted  by  the  Secretary,  is 
truly  vested  in  him,  in  the  cases  of  the  ordinary 
revenue,  that  niuch  less  ought  he  be  permitted  to 
exerci»e  this  most  dangerous  power,  in  cases  of 
so  much  magnitude;  uid  in  all  respects  so  criti- 
cal, as  are  those  uqder  consideration.  But  is  it 
true  that  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  ac- 
cruing under  the  restrictive  system,  have  no  other 
claims  for  relief,  than  those  general  ones,  which 
arise  under  the  collection  laws?  Alasl  sir.  The 
nature  of  these  laws  are  80ch«  as  to  make  those 
claims  far  irigher  and  more. impressive. 

1  shall  toneh  this  subject  of  iihe  restrictive  sys- 
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tem,  with  as  mueb  delicacy  as  possible.  I  wish 
sot  to  offend  any  prejadiees..  I  koow  that  thje 
zeal  and  ardent  affection,  which  some  gentlemen 
show  for  this  restricuve  system,  very  mueh  re-* 
seoible  the  lores  of  those,  who^  according  to  an- 
cient legends,  had  taken  philtres  and  lore  pow* 
ders.  The  ecstacy  of  desire  is  jost  in  proportion 
to  the  deformity  of  the.  object.  I  shall  not,  how* 
erer,  meddle  with  that  topic,  any  liirther  than  it 
is  connected  with  the  subject  l>^iore  the  House. 

A  great  deal  is  said  about  the  poliej  of  the  re- 
strictive system^  and  the  necessity  of  a  rigorous 
enforcement  of  it.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  desire-to  make  this  system  efflsctoal  ought  to 
induce  the  release  of  these  bonds,  and  not  their 
enforcement.  The  object  of  the  restrict ive  sys- 
tem is  averred  to  be,  to-  produce  a  change  in  the 
measures  of  the  British  cabinet,  by  the  suffering 
which  the  losaof  our  commerce  occasions  to  her 
citizens.  If  this  be  the  policy,  then  those  meas* 
ures  are,  beyond  all  question,  tiie  best  calculated 
to  insure  its  success,  whose  teiidency  is  to,  dimift* 
ish  the  suffering,  as  far  as  poesible,  of  the  ciiizens 
of  your  own  country.  The  best 'chance  for  suc- 
cess must  necessarily  be,  by  convincing  the  think- 
ing part  of  the  community  in  Qreat  Britain,  that, 
while  they  suffer  much,  ve  suffer  little  or  noth- 
ing. Were  such  the  case,  then  indeed  the  sys- 
tem might  hare  some  hope  of  a  prosperous  result. 
But,  when  suffering  there  is  found  to  be  attended 
with  suffering  here,  then  the  whole  potency  of 
the  restrictive  system  results  in  this  question — 
which  can  suffer  the  most,  or  which  can  bear  suf- 
ferine  the  best'?  And  what  iudgment  will  the 
pteople  of  that  ooantry  be  likely  to  form  in  rela- 
tion to  the  degree  this  people  suffer,  or  their  ca- 
pacity to  endure,  when  a  sweep  of  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  is  seriously  advocated  by  some,  and 
when  a  majority  seem  inclined  to  turn  the  pen- 
alties of  the  restrictive  svstem,  not  into  a  means 
of  punishment  of  fraud  blent  or  wilful  violations, 
but  into  an  instruiqent  of  ways  and  means  x>f  the 
Treasaij  ?  Does  it  need  any  ghoet  from  the  dead, 
or  seer  from  the  skies,  to  tell  the  people  of  Great 
Britain^  that,  in  a  free  cooatrr,  such  a  syatem  of 
oppression  must  be  short-lived,  and  that  its  sop- 
porters  most  soon  become  detested  ?  So,  that,  if 
the  policy  o(  tho  system  be  constitted,  it  requires 
that  its  rigor  should  be  soAened  as  it  respects 
yoor  own  oitlzen!i. 

Bat,  are  there  not  other  considerations  mate- 
rially distinguishing  the  character  of  the  restrict- 
ire  system  Iromthatof  yecireolleetioa  laws,  and 
requiring  a  corresponding  mildness  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  laws  reiativeto  the  for^Mr,  which 
the  latter  cannot  claim'?  -Concerning  the  Con- 
stittttional  power  of  the  National  Legiatature  to 
pass  th^  laws  of  eollectioo,  thera  never  was  any 
qaestioo;  but,  concerning  its  power,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  pass  such  a  body  of  laws  as  those 
which  compose  the  restrictive  system,  there,  al- 
.ways  has  bN^a,  there  is,  and  ever  will  be,  ft  q^es- 
'tion.  A  very  great  majority  in  all  the  commer- 
cial States  always  hare  denied  that  the  power  of 
reffolating  commerce  included  the  power  of  an* 
ninilatmg  it  altogeChcr.    Th«y  beliere  nothing 


in  the-  project,  and  they  beliere  as  little  in  yonr 
right  taconrert  their  only  means  of  prosperity  to 
the  purposes  of  hostility.  They  erer  will  deny 
that  any  power  is  rested  in  this  or  any  other  body 
of  men,  to  bring  down  direct  and  certain  ruin  on 
the  whole  coQimercial  section  of  the  country, 
under  pretence  of  producing  an  indirect  and  un- 
certftin  pressure  upon  a  foreign  nation.  Sorely 
this  is  a  reason  for  a  mild  exercise  of  the  power 
arising  under  these  restrictire  laws.  If  a  right 
be  dubious,  the  exercise  of  it  ought  not  to  be  made 
more  obnoxious  by  oppression. 

Not  only  the  authority  is  dubious,  bat  the  pro- 
risioos  of  the  law  outrage  erery  received  notion 
of  Legislatire  prudence  and  foresight.  They 
"  out-Herod  Herod."  In  six  years.  Congress  hare 
passed  twenty  laws,  creating  at  least  one  hundred 
new  offences  1  These  offences  are  oonstituted  of 
acts,  prerionsly  not  only  innocent,  but  laudable ; 
not  only  laudable,  but  they  were  the  most  com- 
mon and  njseessary  acts  of  whole  sections  of  conn-* 
try,  aad  whole  classes  of  men.  These  new  offen- 
ces subject  the  offenders  to  the  most  grieroua 
penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  known  to  the  rer- 
enue  laws;  and  are  inrolred  in  such  a  complex- 
ity of  enactment*,  re-enactments,  prortvioos,  proc* 
lamations. whole  rerocatioos^  and  half  rerocations, 
that  no  man  under  hearen  can  tell  when  he  is 
safe,  or  how  or  where  to  steer  his  course,  without 
being  meshed  in  the  web  spread  for  him  bf  your 
statutes.  Some  idea  may  ne  had  of  the  degree  of 
oppression  added  to  these  penal  laws  by  the  re- 
strictire system,  from  comparing  the  applications 
for  remission,  antecedent  to  the  commencement 
of  that  system,  with  those  subsequent  to  it.  An- 
tecedent to  the  19th  of  April,  1806,  when  your 
risstrictire  system  commenced,. all  the  applica- 
tions for  remission^  in  the  fifteen  prerious  years, 
amounted  to  somewhat  short  of  thirteen  hundred. 
In  the  six  years  the  restrictire  system  has  been 
in  operation,  there  hare  been  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-four;  and  if  to  these  be  added  those  knows 
at  the  Department,  and  not  yet  aeted  upon,  the 
whole  number  exceeds  one  thonsand*  So  that 
the  annual  average  of  applications  for  remission 
since  the  restnOtirii  system  is  double  the  an  anal 
arerage  of  applications  antecedent  to  that  period. 
In  other  words,  you  hare  doubled  the  number  of 
the  snares  of  the  law,  and  the  cries  of  iu  rictima 
are  heard  in  a  donble  proportion.  Do  yon  think, 
that  when  the  web  or  the  law  is  thus  extended, 
beyond  all  reason  and  precedent,  that  yon  can 
strain  its  penalties  to  the  extremest  rigor  of  the 
statute,  without  public  sentiment  rerolting  aninst 
yon  ?  Is  it  in  human  nature  to  see  its  fellow 
struggling,  innocently,  in  the  toils  of  unnatural 
laws,  without  coming  to  its  aid,  and  taking  ven- 
geance on-  its  persecutors  1 

I  kaow  it  will  be  said,  that  it  is  not  proposed  to 
confiscate  the  whole,  but  only  a  part.  In  other 
words,  you  will  take  not  all  that  you  vrant,  but 
all  that  you  dare.  To  this,  i  reply,  you  hare  no 
right  to  a  single  dollar--*npt  to  a  eeot.  The  mer« 
chants  are  free  of  all  leffal  taiot— they  are  free 
from  all  statute  fuilt.  There  is  in  the  ease  neither 
?  wilfol  negligence  nor  tend^^-^tht  Seeteury  of 
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the  Treasury  does  not  pretead  ekher — ^bot  this  is 
his  sitQfttioD,  and  this  is  the  secret  of  his  appli^ 
cation  to  Congress,  for  their  saootion  to  his  ezer* 
cise  of  t  his  ffreat  discretionary  power.  Confiscate 
tfa'e  whole  of  this  immense  amount. — ^roin  hundreds 
and  thousands,  on  account  of  a  breach  of  the  hetter 
of  a  penal  statute !  He  dare  not;  Mitigate  upon 
any  principle  which  would  aid  the  Treasury  in  its 
necessities  !  He  could  not.  He  therefore  trans- 
fers the  whole  matter  to  the.  broad  shoulders  of 
the  Legislature ;  talks  about  "  the  magnitude  and 
unforeseen  nature  of  the  case;"  asserts,  roundly, 
an  unlimited  discretion  existing  in  his  Depart- 
ment; tells  of  ''profits  and  extra  profits"  made 
by  the  merchants :  of  the  "tax  levied''  by  them  on 
toe  community ;  and  sums  op  the  whole  matter 
with  a  bint  that  '*  it  was  thought  proper  not  to 

*  exercise  his  authority  until  Congress*  had  taken 

*  the  subject  into  eonsidentioo,  and  prescribed,  if 
'  thev  thought  proper,  the  course  to  be  pursued." 
Well,  sir,  and  what  do  we  witness,  now  thftC  the 
subject  is  before  Congress  ?  Why,  we  see  every 
friend  of  the  Secretary— every  man  who  is  sup- 
posed to  be  in  his  partienlar  confidences-advo- 
cating that  Congress  *' should  think  proper  to  pre- 
scribe no  course  whatever  to  be  ptur^ned,"  but 
refer  the  whole  to  the  absolute  discretion  of  the 
Secretary.  Can  any  man  witness  all  this,  and 
not  understand  the  meaning  ?  To  my  ear,  it  is  as 
plain  as  though  he  uttered  it  in  so  many  words 
on  this  floor.  "  The  poverty  of  the  Treasury,  and 
not  my  will,  consents.  If  Congress  will  take  the 
odium  and  the  risk,  I  will  take  the  knife  and  the 
flesh ;  and  I  will  cut  where  and  just  as  much  as 
you  shall  authorise." 

I  shall  not  be  able  to  speak  upon  this  subject, 
I  fear,  without  ofiendinff  the  nice  seosibiUties  of 
eome  gentlemen  in  the  Hoose^  Of  late,  an  opin- 
ion seems  to  be  gaining  ground  upon  this  floor, 
that  a  member  cannot  denominate  a  doctrine  or 
jMrineiple  to  be  base  or  wicked,  without  aitribut- 
Mg  those  qualities  to  those  who  may  have  hap- 
pened to  advocate  such  doeirtne  or  priaeiple ;  and 
this,  too,  notwithstanding  he  expressly  declares 
that  he  has  no  intention  of  applying  attributes  to. 
flttoh  persons,  or^ even  intiouting  that  their  views 
are  the  same  with  his  own  upon  the  subject.  I 
protest, sir,  against  such  a  restriction  on  the  rights 
of  debate,  as  totally  inconsistent  with  tiie  neces- 
sary freedom  of  public  investifation*  It- is  not 
only  the  right,  but  it  is  the  duly,  of  every  man, 
to  whose  moral  perception  anything  proposed  or 
asserted  seems  base  or  wic^ced,  to  brand  such  prop- 
osition or  assertion  with  its  appropriate  epithet. 
He  owes  this  duty  not  only  to  the  public,  btit  to  the 
individual  who  has  been  unfortiroate  or  mistaken 
enough  to  advocate  such  an  opinion,  or  make  such 
assertion.  And,  provided  he  does  this,  as  the 
state  of  his  own  perception  on  the  subject,  and 
without  attributing  motives  or  similar  peroepiions 
of  the  thing  to  others,  not  only  there  is  no  rea- 
sonable ground  of  offence,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
such  a  course  is  the  only  one  reconcilable  with 
doty.  How  else  shall  the  miseuided  or  mistaken 
be  roused  iirom  their  moral  lethargy  or  blindn^s, 
to  a  senseof  the  real  condition  or  nature  of  things  ? 


What  mortal  has  an  intellect  so  clear,  as  not  some- 
times to  have  his  view  of  things  doubtful  or  ob- 
scure? Whose  moral  standard  is  so  fixed  and 
perfect,  as  that  it  never  fails  him  at  the  moment 
of  need  1  If,  after  these  explanations,  any  person 
takes  an  exception  at  the  statement  of  my  per- 
ceptions on  this  subject,  and  any  hot  humor  should 
fly  out  into  vapor  upon  the  occasion,  it  has  its 
lioerty.  I  shall  reg^ard  it  no  more  than  '^  the  snap- 
ping of  a  chestnut  in  a  farmer's  fire»" 

I  say,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  to  my  view— let 
it  be  understood,  sir,  I  do  not  assert  that  it  is  even 
the  trtie  view,  much  less,  that  it  is  the  view  of 
any  gentleman  who  advocates  an  opposite  doc- 
trine— I  say,  that,  to  my  view,  and  for  my  single 
self.  1  would  as  soon  be  concerned  in  a  highway 
robbery,  as  in  this  Treasury  attempt.  Sir,  I  think 
a  highway  robbery  a  little  higher  in  point  of 
courage^  and  a  little  less  in  point  of  Jniqoity.  la 
point  or  courage,  there  is  obviously  no  compari- 
son;  in  point  of  the  quality  of  the  moral  purpose, 
the  robber  who  puts  his  pistol  to  your  brei^t,  only 
uses  his  power  to  get  your  property — he  attacka 
nothing  but  your  person — but,  in  this  Treasury 
attempt,  the  reputation  of  the  victim  is  to  be  at- 
tacked, to  make  an  apology  for  confiscating  his 
property.  Quilt  is  alleged-*9ttilt,  of  whi^h  he  is 
clear  by  the  terms  of  the  law<— for  the  purpose  of 
making  him  (though  innocent)  compound,  for 
escaping  the  penalty.  What  is  this,  but  maidng 
calumny  the  basis  of  plunder? 

But,  this  is  not  the  view. of  a  solitary  individ- 
ual; I  hav^ letters  on  this  subject  from  men — not 
merchants,  noCt  ^  ^  ^^  api^rized,  particularly 
conneeted  with  the  mercantile  class — whose  lan- 

fuage  is  perfectly  similar  to  that  I  have  expressed, 
ndeed,  sir,  some  exceed  even  these  expressions, 
in  bitterness  and  iadignatiou.    Men  look  very  dif- 
ferently at  a  question  of  this  kind,  when  they  are 
removed  a  thousand  miles  from  the  sufferers,  and 
see  tbeiprineiple  through  the  fascinating  medium 
of  Treasury  relief,  than  when  they  stand  by  the 
side  of  the  victims,  and  see  distress  and  ruin  en- 
tailed upon  innocence ;  or— what  in  a  moral  view 
is  worse— witness  ianoeeoce  compelled  to  com- 
pound for  aaerey.  as  though  it  were  guilt ! 
'  I  have  been  told,  sir,  that  this  slate  of  opinion 
ought  to  be  eoooealed— that  it  was  calculated  to 
omal.    I  hajre  been  also  told,  that  we,  on  thia 
side  of  the.House,  ought  not  to  take  any  part  iu 
this  debate— that  a  party  current  would  be  made 
tosei.apoa  the  qucation — and  this,  to  the  mer- 
chants, was  iaevtta|i>W  ruin.    To  all  this,  I  have 
but  one  answer ;  My  sease  of  duty  allows  no  com- 
promise on  this  occasion,  nor  any  concealment* 
I  stand  not  on  this  floor  as  a  commercial  agent, 
huckstering  for  a  bargain.    As  one  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives-of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  I  main- 
tain the  rights  of  these  men,  not  because  they  are 
merchants,  but  because  they  are  citizens.    The 
standard  by  which  their  rights  are  proposed  to  be 
measured,  may  be  made  the  common  standard  for^ 
us  alL    There  will  soon  be  no  safety  for  any  man,' 
if  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  be  once  estab- 
lished as  the  ways  and  means  of  the  Treasury. 
If  I  could  Wish  that  evil  might  be  done,  that 
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good  might  result,  I  ahoold  hopo  that  y^io  would 
'Confiseftte  the  property  of  th'He  merefaaota.  if 
such  a  dispoaitioo. really  prevails  in  the  National 
Leginlacure  towards  this  claes  of  men,  il  is  desira- 
ble that  it  shottld  be  koowv.  Act^out  your  wbote 
charaeter<— show  the  temper  which  is  ia  you«— 
the  sooner  will  the  peopleof  the  eommercial  States 
uaderstand  what  they  owe  to  themselves,  and  to 
tbeir  section  of  oountry,  when  there  is  no  longer 
any  veil  over  the  purposes  of  the  Cabinet  and  its 
sapporters. 

But,  it  will  beiBsked,  what  will  become,  in  the 
«neantime,  of  the  indrviduals  whose  fortunes  are 
at  suke?  Trembling  for  the  prospeou  of  them- 
selves and  their  families,  ihey  stand,  like  thrice- 
knouted  Russians,  before  the  Treasury  Czar  and 
Autocrat!  I  say,  sir,  let  them  be  true  to  them- 
selves,  and  be  true  to  their  class,  and  true  to  their 
isouatry,  and  they  have  nothing  to  fear.  Let 
them  remember,-  that  it  is  under  the  pretexts  of 
law  that  tyranny  makes  its  advances.  It  bribes 
the  avarice  of  the  many  to  permit  it  to  oppress 
the  few.  It  talks  of  neeesshy^^ueeessity  I^the 
beggar's  eloak— »the  tyrint's  plea.  Let  the  mer- 
chants reflise  all  compromise,  whether. in  the  shape 
of  loans,  or  of  equivalents,  or  of  commutation  for 
extra  profits.  Let  them  scorn,  while  innoeent,  to 
pfty  any  part  of  a  penalty  which  is  due  oniv  in 
•case  of  guilt— Ay  to  the  Stales,  and  claim  their 
Constitutional  interposition—- interest  their  hu- 
manity, to  afibrd  a  shield  against  so  grievous  a 
tyranny  I  Above  all,  let  them  throw  themselves 
upon  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  oommwiity, 
which  will  never  countenance,  when  once  made 
to  realize  the  nature  of,  the  oppression.  And  let 
this  be  their  consolation,  that,  as  in  the  natural, 
so  it  is  often  in  the  moral  and  political  world^- 
the  darkest  hour  of  the  night  is  4bat  which  pre* 
•cedes  the  first  dawning  of  the  day. 

Mr.  WiDOBBT  followed  next,  in  favor  of  rcmis- 
dioo. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  15. 

Mr.  LnwiB  pr^^nted  a  petition  of  auadrv  in- 
habitants of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  an  act  of  incorporation  to  open 
and  turnpike  a  road  from  Alexandria  to  the  Lit- 
4le  river  turnpike  road. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia.    . 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Ho^se 
that  the  Senate  hitve  passed  a  bill  *^  to  increase 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States;"  and  a  bill  ^*  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit 
^nes,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  in  certam  esses  5" 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  GBOLflON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  fo^^the  relief  of  John  Dixon  and 
John  Murray ;  whush  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Comioittce  of  the  Whole  00.  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  Kbua,  from  the  Committee  on  the  P^t 

<)ffice  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize   ^ , .  - 

the  President  of  the  United  States  to  estaUifih  J  ma^»  shall  be  eatitM  to  the  benefit  of  this  act. 


post  routes  in  certain  cases  (express  mails  during 
the  war) ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to*morrow. 

Mr.  R^asETT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  made  a  report  in  relation  to 
the  brilliant  achieremeots  of  Captains  Hull,  De- 
catur, and  Jones,  embracing  a  resolution  in  the 
form  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses ; 
which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Jennings  rej)orted  a  bill  prohibiting  the 
Judges  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States 
from  holding  certain  offices,  and  regulating  the 
qualifications  of  delegates  to  the  Congress  of-the 
United  States  from  the  several  Territories. — 
Twice  read  and  committed. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
that  part  of  the  Message  from  the  President  which 
relates  to  the  late  importations  from  Great  Britain. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  after 
some  conversation ;  and  the  following  bill  from 
the  Senate  was  twice  read : 
A  BiJX  direeth^  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treamry  to  rt' 
nUtfineMyfoTfiitwreBf  andpenaUieB,  in  certain  c(ue9* 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That .  in  all  cases  where  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  owned  by  a  citixen  'or  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  hare  been  impofted  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  the  United  Kingdom  of  Gveat  Britain 
and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  which  goods, 
wares,  and  merefaandise,  were  shipped  and  departed 
thereftom  between  the  SSd  day  of  June  last*  and  the 
16th  day  of  September  last,  and  the  person  er  persons 
interested  in  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or 
•concerned  in  the  importation  thereof  have  thereby  in- 
curred any  fine,  penalty,  and  forfeiture,  on  such  per- 
son or  persons  petitioning  for  relief  to  any  judge  or 
court  proper  to  hear  the  same,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  ihe  act,  entiUed  *<  An  act  to  provide  for  mit- 
igating or  remitting  the  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties, 
in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned,"  and  on  the  fkelb 
being  shown,  on  inquiry  bad  by  said  judge  or  couit» 
slai^  and.  tiansmitted  as  by  said  act  is  requizedy  to 
the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury  na  all  such  cases,  where- 
in it  sheU  be  proved  to  hii  satisfiwiion  that  said  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  at  the  time  of  their  shipment 
were  6ofia  Jide  owned  by  a  dtisen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  8hip^ed»  and  did  depart  from  some 
port  or  place  in  the  United  JBingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  or  the  dependencies  thereof,  owned  as 
aforesaid)  between  the  33d  day  of  June  last,  and  the 
16th  day  of  September  last,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuij  ia  hereby  directed  to  remit  all  fines,  penalties, 
and  forraitnres,  that  may  have  been  incurred  in  conse- 
queuee  of  such  shipment,  importation,  or  importations* 
and  also  to  direct  the  prosecution  or  prosecutions,  if 
any  shall  have  been  instituted  for  the  recovery  thereof, 
to  cease  and  be  discontinued,  upon  the  costs  and  charges 
that  have  ariaen  or  may  arise  beingv  paid,  and  the  do- 
tieepajfable  on  such  goods^  waiusj  and  nerohandiae, 
being  paid,  or  secnred  to  be  paid,  agreeable  to  law. 
Frmoidtdne!QtHMt$»^  That  no  caea  in  which  the  imiiw 
chase  of  saeh  goods,  waaas^  and  merehandiM,  was 
known  to  exist  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain*  at  the  port  or  place  where  such  purchase  was 
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Mr.  Bibb  moted  that  the  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definltelv. 

Mr.  Gfi OLSON  moved  to  amend  the  motioo,  so 
as  to  include  in  it  also  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLUMS  said,  he  had  intended  to 
take  no  part  in  the  present  debate,  nor  should  he 
have  now  risen,  at  so  late  a  stage  of  it,  but  for 
the  declaration  made  by  a  ffentlemen  yesterday 
in  his  place.  If  he  could  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  House,  he  would 
promise  to  trouble  it  as  short  a  time  as  possible. 
tie  understood  a  gentleman  to  state  that,  ever 
since  the  present  Administration  came  into  pow- 
er, it  had  been  its  practice^  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
lay  taxes  on  the  mercantile  intereat,  under  an  en- 
tire new  construction  of  the  law  of  1797,  which 
provides  for  mitigating  and  remitting  forfeitures, 
penalties,  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain 
cases. 

Mr.  W.  was  here  interrupted  by  Mr.  QomcY, 
who  said  that  the  bearing  of  his  argument  was 
wholly  mistaken  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.  Mr.  Ql  then  proceeded  to  recapitulate 
the  general  points  of  his  argument. 

Mr.  Williams  expressed  his  satisfaction  that 
Ihe  gentleman  had  explained;  that  he  was  not 
aufifered  to  argiie  against  a  decimation  which  the 
gentleman  denies,  which  every  person  near  him, 
m  common  with  himself,  underetood  was  made; 
but,  sir,  if  the  geatleraaa  will  search  the  records 
with  half  the  industry  he  is  capable  of,  he  will 
find  himself  mistaken,,  in  sopposing  the  powers 
which  have  been  exercised  by  the  nresent  Secre- 
tary, under  the  act  of  1797,  are  novel,  and  founded 
on  a  different  construction  of  the  law,  from  that 
which  had' been  given  to  it  prior  to  1801;  the  fact 
is  not  so. 

Mr.  dui^tCY  declared  it  was  his  intention  to 
move  for  such  an  inquiry  as  soon  t^^  the  present 
Question  was  settled. 

Mr.  Williams  was  positively  e«rtat»,  let  the 
ffentleman  institute  what  inquiry  he  pleases;  let 
the  whole  office  transactions  of  the  Treasury  he 
laid  open  to  him ;  the  more  it  was  examined,  the 
more  clearly  would  it  be  demonstrated  that  he  is 
wholly  mistaken;  there  has  been  ao  ne#  eon- 
structions  of  the  law;  even  the  verv  cases  ivhich. 
the  gentleman  has  cited,  are  amply  justified  by 
precedents  under  former  Secretaries.  The  error 
which  he  has  fallen  into  consists  in  this,  he  has 
examined  onl3r  the  register  of  the  cases  which  ^ 
have  been  remitted  or  mitigated,  and  not  the  doc- 
cuments  relative  to  them,  or  he  could  not  have 
formed  an  opinion,  in  any  way  approximating  to 
that  which  he  has  advanced.  The  construction 
of  the  law  has  not  been  novel  on  the  part  of  the 
pecsent  inettaabent;  he  contended  that  no  other 
<liacretiott  had  been  exercised,  but  that  which  the 
Ww  warrants,  and  which  had  been  pre viotisly  prac- 
tised on.  The  very  first  ea.«e  on  the  register  is 
one  mitigated  by  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
urer* Itow  does  the  gentleman  snstain  the  accu- 
aation,  that  the  merenants  have  been  prostrated 


at  the  feet  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  vital  princi- 
ples of  free  Gtoverament  been  endangered  ?  by 
citing  the  cases  of  GKilespie  and  of  Arroistead* 
What  are  those  cases?  The  law  prohibits  the 
imports tiens  of  porter  in  casks  under  a  certain 
sise,  for  reaeons  too  obvious  to  mention ;  the  cus- 
tom-hoase  officers  seized  a  quantity  of  porter,  im- 
ported by  Qiilespie,  in  vessels  other  than  of  the 
'description  warraBted;  the  law  was  executed 
and  the  porter  sold.  Gillespie  petitioned  the  Sec- 
retary for  relief;  it  was  granted  on  the  condition 
of  his  paying  one-fenrth  the  amoout  of  sales ;. 
one-half  of  which  was  distributed  among  the 
custom-house  officers  agreeably  to  law ;  the  other 
half  was  received  in  discharge  of  tha  duties, 
w)iich  otherwise  would  have  been  lost  to  the 
Groveroment.  Can  any  man  feel  so  much  solici- 
tude to  criminate,  as  to  deny  that  the  duties  ought 
to  have  been  received;  that  the  officers  of  the 
customs  ought  to  have  been  9G  rewarded ;  or  that 
the  decision  was  made  agreeably  to  law?  He 
hoped  not. 

The  caae  of  Arknistead  was,  if  possible,  still 
meve  clear;  it  came  before  Congress  at  the  ses- 
sion when  he  first  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  iu 
He  was  surprised  that  the  gentleman,  who  was 
then  a  member,  should  have  alluded  to  it;  the 
'Chairman  of  the  Commitiee  ef  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  who  presented  the  case,  would  cor- 
rect him  if  he  should  state  it  inoorrectlv.  A 
vessel,  belonging  to  Mr.  Armistead,  sailed  mm.  a 
port  in  Europe,  \ound  to  onein  the  West  Indies; 
when  near  the  port  of  destination,  the  Captaiu 
ascertained  that  intercourse  with  the  port  bad 
been  interdicted  by  the  British  Qovernment;  that 
to  proceed  would  be  at  the  hazard  of  vessel  and 
tKtq^.  He,  therefore,  altered  his  voyage,  and 
arrived  at  ^  Norfolk.  Unfortunately  for  w.  Ar- 
mistead,  a  part  of  the  cargo  consisted  of  French 
himndy  inaeast^oAtts;  the  law  is  imperative;  the 
brandy  was  forfeited,  because  it  was  imported  ia 
vessels  less  than  the  size  which  the  law  allows. 
Mr.  Armistead  petitioned  Congress  for  relief^ 
after  much  difficulty,  a  bill  passed  this  House, 
but  it  was  rejected  in  the  Senate — the  power  to 
relieve  being  already  by  law  vested  in  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  There  certainly  was,  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  A.,  neither  fraud  nor  wilful  ne- 

Slect ;  his  vessel  had  arrived  within  the  United 
•tates  contrary  to  his  orders.  The  Secretary,  oa 
application,  mitigated  the  case,  oa  condition  that 
the  duties  should  be  paid,  and  two  cents  per  gal- 
lon to  enforce  the  law,  by  establishing  a  differ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  legal  over  the  illegal  impor- 
tations. Can  any  man  doubt,  much  less  deny, 
that  the  duties  which  would  have  accrued  on  the 
brandy,  had  it  been  imported  ia  vessels  of  the 
legsl  size,  ought  to  be  psid?  And  wherefore^ 
then,  where  it  was  relieved  from  forfeiture,  ought 
they  not  to  be  received  ?  Assuredly,  it  would  be 
admitted,  that  iiiiportations  contrary  to  law  ought 
not  to  be  placed  on  better  terms  than  those  made 
in  conformity  to  it.  Here  it  will  be  perceived, 
there  was  nothing  retained  for  the  officers  of  the 
customs;  they  deserved  nothing;  there  was  no- 
attempt  to  smuggle,  and)  of  course,  no  detection* 
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If  the  Betn^rf  ktm  not  legMy  the  ^seretmi 
exercised ;  if  he  e»n  only  mitifate  where  there  is 
f read  aod  wilfnl  aegligf  nee,  «ceordiDg  to  the  gea- 
tleman's  eoDstruetion,  it  is  palpable  that  the  inno- 
cent^ at  in  the  ease  of  Armisitead,  most  suffer  the 
rig^r  of  the  law,  while  he  who  is  guilty  of  fraud, 
or  witfal  negligence,  shall  alone  he  relietred  from 
iL  is  not  this  absurd  9  Can  these  eases  (eon- 
tinned  Mr.  W.)  present  to  a  eandid  roiad,  anything 
like  an  asaomption  of  power  nerer  before  prac* 
tised  on  1  Do  they  indicate  a  power,  as  has  been 
alleged,  calcnlated  losggrawdise  the  TMa^ory  by 
hnmbiing  the  merehanta  at  its  fe^t?  Is  it  possi- 
ble to  diseover  in  them  the  remotest  danger  to 
the  vital  prineipies  of  free  GoTeffvinent?  Me 
thought  not. 

The  gentleman  might  have  foond  cases  on  the 
same  register,  much  more  analogous  to  the  sub- 
ject in  hand,  than  tbose  he-  has  referred  to,  and 
which  have  grown  out  of  the  non-importation 
law.  Owing  to  the  various  suspensions  and  re- 
eoaetion  of  that  law,  it  was  bardly  possible  for 
merehams  to  pursue  even  a  regular  course  of 
trade,  wiibont  being  exposed  by  iisvariooecbanges 
and  penalties.  It  will  be-foand,  on  ezaminttion, 
that,  in  many  eases  of  Ibriahure  under  the  law, 
the  nMrchants  have  been  relieved,  by  paying  du- 
ties on  the  goods  as  imported^  pro|>ortioned  in 
amount  to  the  eircumstan^ee  of  their  cases,  re- 
spectively, none  ezoeeding  double  duties.  In  all 
such  cases  of  mitigation,  tne  whole  propertv  wa£ 
forfeited.  Is  it  not  st'raiwe,  the  gentleman  snoold 
not  bave  discovered,  ir  the 'Secretary's  object 
had  been  to  repleoieh  the  Treasury,  he  had  mis- 
taken the  means?  for,  as  ia  all  the  mitigated 
cases,  be  would  not  discharge  altogether,  he  had 
only-to  refuse  to  mitigate,  also,  and  the  whole 
share  of  the  United  mates,  in  the  forfeited  arti- 
cles, would  have  obmeinto  the  Treasury,  instead, 
as  was  (he  fact,  of  an  amount  only  about  equal  to 
the  doties.  So  far  from  the  power  being  exerted 
to  humble  or  injure  the  merchants,  it  has  been 
used  for  their  protection  and  relief,  without  Which 
they  would  have  been,  in  many  instances,  ruined. 
Ijct  hiflti  examine:  he  will  find  thatj'ooiwithstand- 
ing  the  vast  increase  of  commerce,  the  register  to 
which  he  has  resorted  proves,  on  a  comparison 
of  years,  thai  the  powers  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  bave  been  exereiied  with  more 
moderation,  by  thej>reBent  incumbent,  than  by 
his  predecessors*  From  August,  1790,  to  June, 
1796,  there  were  219  eases  relieved,  on  payment 
of  costs ;  83  mitigated  ;  and  34  rejected.  From 
August,  1801,  to  June,  1806,  there  were  254  cases 
relieved,  on  payment  of  costs ;  65  mitigated ;  and 
16  rejected ;  and  yet  the  gentleman  talks  of  moral 
turpitudOjOf  an  assumption  of  power  never  before 
practised,  of  a  novel  construction  of  the  law! 
The  powers  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury^ by  the  law  of  1797,  are  absolutely  neeessarv. 
indispensable;  without  tbeip,  the  merchant  woora 
be  ooDStantly  exposed  to  vexations,  to  hardships, 
to  ruin.  Your  revenue  laws  must,  of  necessity, 
be  so  general  and  rigid  in  the  penalties  and  for- 
feitures they  Impose,  some  alleviating,  mitigating 
power,  kidged  somewhere,  is  indispensable  to  the 


just  execution  of  theaa.  By  a  principle  of  the 
law,  the  ship  is  forfeited,  whose  captain,  mate, 
or  passeagers,  shall  smuggle  into  the  United 
States  dutiable nrticles  to  the  amount  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  and,  yet,  the  forfeiture  may  arise 
from  circumstances  very  dhitinct.  If  the  captain ^ 
matCj  or  passengers,  shall  so  smuggle,  as  the 
agents  of  the  ship's  owners,  or  with  his  knowl- 
edge, it  would  constitute  a  case  of  fraud ;  if  the 
character  of  the  captain  is  notoriously  base  and 
villanous,  as  in  many  instances  during  the  em* 
bargo,  the  cirenmstanee of  wilful  neglect  attaohca; 
but  should  the  revenue  be  defrauded  to  the  stip- 
ulated .  amount,  without  any  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  owner,  the  ship  is  as  much  for^ 
felted  by  the  law,  notwithstanding  his  personal 
innocence,  as  if  he  were  absolntdy  guilty.  Is  it 
not  wholesome,  is  it  nqt  iust,  there  should  be  a 
sound  discretion  exercised  in  discriminating  be- 
tween and  mitigating  these  cases  1  To  1^  just 
to  the  Qovernment  and  to  the  merchant,  it  Is  ne- 
.cessary  he  should  be  made  to  pay,  in  one  case, 
only  joti  so  much  as  will  make  him  sensible  that 
he  is  always  answerable,  so  far  as  the  revenue  is 
concerned,  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  persons 
he  employs,  while  in  the  others,  he  ought  to  sof-^ 
fer  severely.  One  word  more  about  the  law  of 
1797 ;  he  round  Written  over  the  title  of  the  law, 
in  the  volume  which  he  held,  these  woids,  '<  Qal- 
latin  voted  against  this  law."  Why  he  did,  said 
Mr.  W.,  I  shall  not  inf  ^ire,  for,  no  matter  how 
he  voted,  or  by  what  r^sons  he  was  induced,  it 
is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  he  is  just  as  much 
^boaad  to  obey  it,  as  if  he  had  voted  for  it.  This 
circumstance  reminded  him  of  the  argument  of 
his  worthy  colleague,  when  he  referred  to  the 
Journal  for  the  vote  of  the  Secretary  on  the  law ; 
he  was  sorry,  on  that  occasion,  to  see  his  friend 
descend  from  a  staad  he  can  occupy  with  so  much 
credit  to  himself,  to  see  him  abandon  the  pinions 
on  which  he  can  soar  against  tbe  blaze  or  every 
argument,  to  assume  the  situation  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Ciroltna;  he  should  ever  protest 
against  any  other  person's  thumbing  the  Journals 
for  the  votes  of  1798,  except  the  geatleman  from 
North  Carolina. 

The  subject  now  immediately  before  us,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  W.,)  thooffh  very  important  as  to 
amount,  was  to  his  mind  very  cimumscribed  as  to 
its  real  merits ;  it  is  simply  what  is  tbe  proper 
tribunal.  Shall  the  petitions  of  the  importers  of 
British  manufactures  be  decided  by  Conrress,  or 
by  the.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ?  He  had  con- 
sidered it  material  to  a  jast  decision,  to  satisfy 
his  miad^  and  he  thought  it  equally  incumbent 
on  others— how  came  the  property  in  England? 
With  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  of  the  mer- 
chant, he  conceived  we  had  nothing  to  do;  it  illy 
comports  with  the  dignity  of  this  body,  nor  was 
it  necessary  that  we  should  inquire  what  were 
his  ordinary  or  extraordinary  profi«i,  unless  in- 
deed, we  contemplated  going  back  to  the  first 
embarrassments  aod  subsequent  losses,  tbe  neces- 
sary measures  of  Government  had  occasioned 
him.  How«ame  the  property  in  England  7  Did 
it  get  there  eontrary  to  any  statutory  provision  7 
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Was  there  aoy  prohibition  whatever  on  exports 
to  Great  Britain  ?  Was  it  at  all  contrary  (o  the 
policy  of  the  GoTemment?  He  answered  no. 
When  you  unforlunately  rejected  the  embargo^ 
when  yoa  thereby  abandoned  the  policy  of  non- 
exportation,  for  a  system  of  non«importation,  the 
right  to  export  was  as  free  and  as  perfect  as  it 
-ever  had  been.  The  merchant  who  exported  the 
produce  of  the  soil  to  Great  Britain,  was  not  less 
patriotic  in  so  doing,  than  was  the  aericultorist 
who  so^d  it  to  him,  knowing  it  was  destined  for^ 
that  market;  it  was  therefore  exported  neither 
-contrary  to  law  nor  policy,  and  was  there  as 
fairly  as  it  could  hare  been  anywhere.  In  what 
aitoation,  then,  did* the  merchant  find  himself,  on 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council  t  He 
saw  the  obitoxioua  system,  which  had  so  injured 
bis  country,  abandoned,  for  the  suapenaion  of 
which  he  knew  his  Government  had  exerted 
every  nerve,  and  the  faith  of  which  be  saw 
pledged  for  the  repeal  of  the  non-imf>oitation 
law.  If  the  course  which  had  been  adopted  by 
the  Administration,  and  approved  everywhere,  on 
Erskine^a  arrangement,  on  the  repeal  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees,  was  nota  just  ground  for 
calculating  that  the  law  would  be  repealed,  the 
advice  of  the  Gtovera meat's  Representative  at 
the  Court  of  London,  and  their  reiterated  prom- 
ises, moat  assuredly  were.  Did  the  merchant 
who  shipped,  after  a  knowledge  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  act  less  reasonably  ?  Not  only  his 
property,  but  his  person  was  in  danger;  confis- 
cation and  imprisonment  hung  over  him ;  was 
he  to  remain  in  England  under  such  cireum- 
sunees  1  Where  cotud  ha  ^o  but  home  ?  All 
the  rest  of  the  world  was  ocdoded  to  him.  His 
leaving  England,  then,  was  tbe  effect  of  inevita- 
ble necessity,  rather  tbaa  of  choice.  Could  he 
apprehend  less  kindness  from  his  owa  Gk>vern- 
meat,  than  had  been  shown  by  that  very  Ctov- 
•rnment  to  the  .aubjeets  of  its  declared  enemy  ? 
He  could  not  but  l!elieve,  from  its  known  char- 
acter, at  least  the  aame  ieniencv  would  be  ex- 
ercised toward  him.  More,  sir;  he  knew  that  a 
permanent  article  of  the  Treaty  of  '94  had,  by 
wise  forecast,  been  provided  for  hia  case ;  he 
knew  the  faith  of  the  two  Governments  bad 
been  mutually  p]edc[ed  to  suffer  the  departure  of 
the  citizens  and  subjects  of  both,  on  the  breaking 
out  of  a  war ;  he  knew  that  Congress  had,  at  the 
last  session,  passed  a  special  act,  permitting  the 
departure  of  all  British  subjects  wjth  their  prop- 
erty. Was  it  possible  he  could  imagine  bis  own 
Government  would  thus  secure  the  benefits  of 
the  treaty  provision  to  Briiish  aubjeets.  and  deny 
it  to  American  citizens?  He  coul^  not^^e 
ougl|t  not.  He  wished  not  to  be  misunderstood 
on  this  paint;  he  contended  that  that  class  was 
eintitled  to  relief,  not  because  the  property  was 
in  England  simply,  but  that  it  was  there  at-  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war;  the  house  was  in  flames, 
it  must  escape  or  perish.  Can  the  intention,  then, 
with  which  the  goods  were  imported,  he  of  an 
improper  character  ?  Was  there  any  attempt  to 
deceive  the  revenue  officers  ?  Was  the  impor- 
ation  attempted  to  be  made  in  a  claoftescine  maa- 


ner  ?  No,  sir.  The  OMtchant  then  found  him* 
self,  at  the  declaration  of  war,  in  England,  witli 
his  propertjr ;  he  must  lose  it  or  bring  it  off;  pray- 
how  could  it  be  brought,  except  by  vesting  it  in 
British  manufactures  ?  Specie  was  out  of  the 
queation.  Is  there  any  article  of  export  from 
thence,  in  which  it  oould  have  been  vested,  other 
•  than  British  7  Look  to  the  testimony  on  file; 
even  heirs,  here,  resort  to  the  same  medium 
through  which  to  receive  the  property  they  are 
entitled  to  by  the  demise  of  relations  there.  If, 
then,  the.  projperty  which  was  in  England  at  the 
revocation  ot  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the 
» breaking  out  of  the  war,  hat!  been'  accumulated 
in  a  faiv  course  of  tradc^  not  contrary  either  to 
your  laws  or  policy ;  if  its  importation  here  was 
warranted  by  a  reaaooabte— a  moral  certainty — 
that  the  law  would  be  repealed  in  the  one  case, 
and,  in  the  other,  was  the  dHfect  of  heoesaity  grow- 
ing out  of  the  war;  if  there  is  no  trace  of  guilt, 
nor  of  an  intention  to  violate  the  law,  can  it  be 
possible  that  this  Houae  will  attempt  to  exaet 
any  portion  of  the  )yenaltiea?    He  hoped  not. 

He  did  not  believe  that  a  diaeharga  of  the 
bonds  involved  the  propriety  of  repealing  the 
ftoa-importation  law.  No  future  ease  eoald  ariae 
siaM.lar  (o  those  under  discussion ;  uoleas,  indeed, 
there  should  be  another  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  there,  and  another  declaiatiou  of  war 
here ;  without,  there  can  be  no  similar  reasons 
for  relief.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  a  repeal 
of  the  non^mportatioa  law.  What  if  it  had 
been  resorted  to  ps  a  aubatitute  for  war,  when  we 
were  anxious  to  avoid  it,  was  that  a  reason  for 
repealing  now  .that  war  was  made?  If  experi- 
ence had  proved  the  svstem  is  injurious  to  tbe 
opposition^  it  was,  theretore,  the  more  necessary 
,  to  retain  it,  in  all  its  viffor,  now  it  had  beeoiDe 
our  duty  to  do  him  all  the  harm  in  our  power. 
That  it  ia  a  powerful  instrument  in  our  haads,  is 
no  longer  doubtful^^tbe  fact  stands  confessed. 
Th<;  law,  too,  has,  m^uch  to  the  credit  of  the  mer- 
chants, been  enforced  and  can  continue  to  be,  all 
the  predictiona  to  the  contrary  notwithstonding. 
It  was  surprising  to  hear  gentleaaen  contend 
against  tbe  practicahtlity  of  enforcing  the  law. 
at  the  same  time,  they  quote  the  exammation  be^ 
fore  the  House  of  Commona  aa  a  proof  of  its 
efficacy.  Yes,  sit]  the  law  has  been  enforced; 
the  English  manufacturers  have  eorely  felt ;  its 
pressure  .upon  them  haa  catised  a  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  for  one,  he  never 
would  consent,  while  we  Were  at  war,  to  throw 
away  ao  powerful  a  weapon  with  which,  stand- 
ing OB  our  soil,  we  could  reach,  at  three  thousand 
miles  distance^  the  vitals  of  our  enemy. 

The  policy  of  the  course  recommended  he 
could  not  approve ;  the  subject  bad  been-  brought 
to  our  consideration,  not  only  by  the  petitioners, 
but  the  Executive;  it  has  become,  therefore,  our 
duty  to  decide;  the  responsibility  of  the  deci- 
sion ought  to  be  with  the  House,  rather  than  bur- 
dea  any  iadividual  with  iu  He  could  not  con- 
sent so  great  a  caus»-^ao  miny  milliona— should 
be  placed  at  tbe  diaceation  of  any  man.  The 
Secretary  of  ibe  Tceasury  wtaa.worcbj^of  aUthe 


401 


HIST0B7  OF  G0NQS88& 


402 


DECEMBeR.  1818; 


MtrckanU^  Bemdf. 


H.  OP  R. 


con6dence  we  ought  to  bestow;  he  could  ootbat 
feel  proud  of  the  institutions  of  hts  country,  wben- 
eyer  he  contenrplated  hi9  present  elevation  ;  he 
was  an  illustrious  example  that,  practicallv;  the 
rich  and  the  poor  have  the  same  arenues  to  nonor 
and  renown  equally  open  to  them ;  under  every 
disadvantage  he  bad  oeen  the  architect  of  his 
fame ;  be  landed  on  your  soil  penniless ; — no, 
air,  he  was  robbed  the  first  night  after  he  touched 
it  of  every  cent.  Could  he  expose  such  a  man  to 
the  rage  of  the  whole  community?  No, sir;  the 
patronage  was  too  great — the  discretion  was  too 
mluch.  He  would  not  refer  it  even  to  his  worthy 
friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon.) 

If  be  had  not  already  engrossed  tou  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  he  would  exhort  it  to  be- 
ware of  irritation,  which  bad  been  attempted  to 
be  excited  ;  he  conjured  the  majority  not  to  suf- 
fer its  indignation,  so  strangely  and  unneces- 
sarily provoked,  to  get  the  better  of  its  discre- 
tion. A  pefiiniary  considenition  of  the  subject 
had  also  been  pressed  on  the  House ;  if  it  must 


be  viewed  in  thsit  light  he  had  not  the  least  doubt    temptii&ff  to  enforce  the  penalties,  he  eould  not 


the  Treasury  would  receive  much  more  by  (he 
duties  than  bv  a  forfeiture  of  the  bonds.  Both 
was  impossible ;  the  first  wonld  be  paid  cheer- 
fully, the  ktter  only  by  extortion;  prosecute 
them,  you  will  not  reeover  one  in  an  hundred  ; 
every  admntafle  will  be  taken.  Can  you  expect 
a  merchant  will  expose  his  family  to  want,  when 
in  hie  power  to  prevent  it?  For  soeh  nn  object 
they  will  not  be  over-scrupnlous  about  the  means. 
Will  you  apnea)  to  the  law  ajjfainst  the  whole 
of  a  great  ana  influential  part  of  the  community, 
when  it  will  scalrcely  be  possible  to  find  a  jury' 
not  interested  against  you. 7  Begin  the  prosecu- 
tion when  you  please,  the  lawjrer  on  your  si<]e, 
the  juior  your  enemv,  you  will  be  cast.  Can 
yott  doubt  the  merchants  will  make,  common 
cause  against  you  ?  Who  are  the  most  injured 
by  these  imporutions?  Indisputably  the  pren- 
oua  holder  of  British  manufactures.  If  the  great 
auppHes  of  these  articles  have  yielded  extraordi- 
nary profits,  as  gentlemen  eon  tend,  how  mdeh 
greater  would  have  been'  his  profits^ who  held 
these  artieleSj  had  not  these  importations  been 
made  ?  These,  then,  are  the  persons  who  suffer 
most--^wbo  have  the  greatest  cause  to  complain-— 
and  yet  there  fs  not  the  sii^hfest  murmur  amonf 
them.  Nor  did  he  believe  that  the  bonds  could 
be  collected  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union,  be- 
cause be  recollected  how  impossible  it  had  been 
to  execute  the  law  prohibiting  the  trade  in  Afri- 
cans ;  obnoxious  as  is  that  traffic,  it  had  never 
been  put  down,  for  even  where  the  forms  of  the 
law  in  some  places  were  complied  with,  its  spirit 
was  not.  He  knew  a  fine  ship  about  three  hun- 
dred tons  libelled,  condemned,  offered  at  public 
auction  by  the  marshal,  and  bid  off  by  the  for^ 
mer  owner  at  five  dollars.    You  can  have  indisr 

gutable  proof  that  a  hogshead  of  glass,  of  the 
kte  importations,  has  been  appraised  at  eight 
dollars,  the  first  article  oat  of  whieh  sold  for 
twelve !    Can  yon  aucoeed  under  such  circum- 
stances in  recovering  SdOjOOOjOOO  ?    Impossible. 
Borne  gentlemen  have  atteokplied  to  persuade  I 


the  House  it  ought  not  to  be  initienced  by  the 
great  amount  of  property  at  stake,  but  should 
decide  on  it,  as  if  it  was  onljr  the  case  of  A  or 
B.  This  was  correct  eaough  in  the  general,  but 
why  do  the  same  gentlemen  shrink  from  it  them- 
selves? The  importations  being  made  contrary 
to  law,  are  forfeited;  if  the  amount  is  not  to  be 
considered,  why  is  it  that  we  hear  of  exacting 
only  the  extraordinary  f>rofit8?  for  even  his  wor- 
thy friend  from  Georgia,  (Mr«  Bibb,)  with  all 
his  zeai  in  the  cauee,  asn  for  no  more.  The 
amount,  in  his  judgment.  wa9  ail  important; 
nothing  was  more-  to  be  deprecated  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  than  to  excite  disgust  and  irritation 
in  the  community ;  surely  tbe^e  would  be  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  amount  of  proper t]f  forfeited. 

When  he  considered  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  cmte;  the  retsonable  ground  the  merchant 
bad  to  ealenlate  on  a  repeal  of  the  law ;  the  ne* 
cessity  he  was  exposed  to  of  leaving  Sogland 
with  his  property ;  the  extreme  novelty  and  dan* 
ger  of  the  policy,  and  the  inexpediency  of  at* 


refrain  Rom  votii^  to  discharge  all  fair  cases  of 

bona  fide  American  property. 

After  cbnaiderable  4<6bftto  in  which  Messrs. 
Williams,  QuiMcy,  Randolph,  Stan pobd,  and 
Macon,  took  part,  the  House  adjourned  without 
coming  to  any  decision. 


Wednesday.  December  16. 

Mr.  Bond  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  Illinois  Territorv,  prajriug  that 
a  Land  Office  may  be  established  in  said' Terri- 
tory, and  for  pre-emption  rights  to  the  tracts  of 
land  on  which  they  have  settled  respectively.^ — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  duiNCT  rose  to  make  a  motion.  He  pre- 
faced it  by  some  general  observations  favorable 
to  the  policy  o^  conferring  honorary  rewards  for 
bravery  atid  noble  conduct;  and  certainly,  he  re- 
marked, no  class  of  men  more  justly  deserved  the 
meed  of  honor  than  those  attached  to  our  gallant 
little  Navy.  But,  as  it  was  a  part  of  the  doty  of 
this  House  to  pass  such  votes,  it  Was  also  tneir 
duty  to  see  them  carried  into  axeeution.  He  ap- 
plied these  remarks  to  the  vote  by  Congress  of  a 
gold  medal,  sword,  dbc.  to  Commodore  Preble  and 
his  companions  in  arms,  for  tbeir  spirited  exer- 
tions betore  Tripoli.  He  stated,  also,  that  an  ap- 
propriation of  9^0,000  had  been  made  and  ex- 
pended to  carry  this  vote  into  effect;  and  yet  he 
said  be  believed  no  officer  concerned  had  received 
the  swords  voted  to  them—if  they  had,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  hear  of  one.  As  to  the  medal 
voted  to  Commodore  Preble,  and  the  month's  pay 
to  the  seamen,  his  knowledge  did  not  extend. 
But  if  the  swords  were  given,  as  the  resolution 
directed,  to  those  who  had  distinguished  them- 
selves on  that  occasion,  it  was  as  necessary  to  the 
object  of  the  vote  that  their  names  should  be 
known  as  that  the  swords  should  be  received. 
He  therefore  proposed  a  resolution  as  follows: 

'^Be$ohfi4y  That  the  Pretident  of  ^e  United 
.States  be  re^neetsd  to  cauaa  to  ha  laid  before  this 
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Htose  a  statement  of  the  proeeediB(^  wliieh  ha^e 
been  had  coder  the  resolutioo  of  Coof  reee  of  the 
3d  of  Mareb,  1805,  whereby  the  Presldeot  of  the 
United  State*  was  requested  to  eaasea  gold  medal 
to  be  presented  to  Commodore  Bdward  Preble. 
and  a  sword  to  each  of  the  officers  and  midship^ 
men  who  distingnished  themselres  in  the  attack 
on  the  town,  batteries,  and  naval  force,  of  Tri* 
poll ;  and  that  he  be  also  requested  to  state  the 
names  of  the  officers  who  hare  receired  swords 
bf  virtue  of  the  aboTe*meationed  resolution,  ac- 
companying the  same  with  an  account  of  the  ea- 
penditure  of  the  approptlation  of  twenty  thou* 
sand  dollars,  nude  for  those  objects,  and  specify* 
log  the  objects  to  which  the  unexpended  balance 
of  said  appropriation,  if  there  were  any  such, 
have  been  applied.'' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Qoinot 
and  Mr.  King  were  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
sent the  resolution  to  the  Presideat. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  in^Breaaa  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States"  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on'thf  bill 
of  this  House  to  increase  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
remit  fines  and  penalties  fn  certain  cases. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  motion  yesterday 
made  by  Mr.  Gholbon  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  question  recurred  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment orthe  bill ;  which,  after  a  few  remarks  from 
Mr.  Rbea  in  favor  of  the  motion,  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  as  follows: 

TsAS — Williem  Anderaon*  Stevenson  Archer,  Dsn* 
iel  Aveiy,  William  Burnett,  David  Bard,  Barwell  Bae- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  Wu- 
liam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn«  Felix  Gmndy,  Boiling  HsU,  Obcd 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Ayletf  Htwes,  John  M.  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  AVner  Laeoek,  Peter  Little, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Oeerge  €.  Maxwell,  Tbenas  Meora,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Suanel  McKee,  Araneh  Metcali;  Junes 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrew,  Aalbony  New,  Thomas 
Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  Bei^amin  Pond,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  EbenesSr  Sage,  Leasuel 
Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Geocge 
Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaftno, 
Geoige  M.  Troup,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Richard 
Winn— 61. 

Nats-— Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Francis  Carr,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Chav- 
es, Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Dav- 
enport, jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Jeaeph  Kent,  William  R.  Iraig,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  WUliam  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  MeKhn,  James  Mihior, 
IBamnel  L.  MitcfaiU»  Jonathan  0.  Measly,  Hugh  Kel* 


soa,  Thomas  Newbodid,  Joeeph  Peaisoa,  Tunothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah 
QnincT,  William  Reed,  WUliam  M.  Richardson,  Henry 
M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturge^,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Tamer,  jun.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  I«aban  Wheaton, 
Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgery, 
and  Thomas  Wilson— 63. 

So  it  was  determined  that  the  bill  should  not 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

It  was  then  moved,  by  Mr.  Robebts,  that  the 
bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  consider  thereon. 

A  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  superseded  that  potion.  The  motion 
to  refer  the  bill  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  negatived — 64  to  59;  and  the  bill  was  then 
referreato  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

NAVY  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  foliowiuff  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, which  bad  beei^  preyiously  twice  read  in  the 
House:. 

A  billtoinereaMe  ike  i»My  ofJke  IMiedJStatee. 

Beiienaekd^  4e.,  ThattheFMsdantof  the  United 
Stalsa  shaU  ha,  and  he  hereby  is,  muhewed  forthwith 
tp  cause  lo  be  bail^  efutppadi  end  emp^yed»  lour  ships 
to  lale  not  less  than  soventy«lour  guns,  and  six  shifie 
to  rate  forty-four  guns  each. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  thero  shall 
be  employed  on  board  of  each  of  the  said  ships  of  sev- 
enty-four guns  each,  one  captain,  six  lieutenants,  one 
first  lieutenant  and  one  second  lieotenant  of  marines, 
one  surgeon,  one  chaplain,  one  purser,  and  three  sur- 
geon's mates. 

Ssc.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatthers  shall 
be  employed  in  each  of 'the  said  diips,  canying  seven* 
ty-lbur  guns,  the  following  warrant  offioers,  ^o  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
one  master,  one  second  masler,  three  master's  mates, 
one  boatswain,  one  gunner,  one  caipenter,  one  sail* 
maker,  and  twenty  midshipmen ;  and  the  fiiUowiag 
pet^  officers,  who  shall'  be  appoinled  by  the  captaias 
of  the  shipe,  vsspecttvely,  in  which  they  are  to  be  em- 
ptied, via :  one  armorer,  six  boatawain*s  mates,  three 
gunner's  mates,  «two  carpenter's  mates,  one  saUmaker's 
mate,  one  cooper,  one  steward  one  master  at  arms,  one 
cook,  one  coxswain,  one  boatswain's  yeoman,  one  gun- 
ner's yeoman,  one  carpenter's  yeoman,  ten  quarter 
gunners,  eight  quartermasten,  one  clerk,  and  one  school- 
master,, also  to  be  appointed  by  the  captain. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  crevrs 
of  each  of  the  said  ships  of  seventy-fotir  guns  shall 
consist  of  two  hundred  able  seamen,  three  hundred  or- 
dinary sesmen  and  boys,  three  sergeants,  three  cor- 
porals, one  drummer,  one  fifer,  and  sixty  marines. 
'  Sic.  6.  And  be  itfkuriKet  enacted,  That  the  pay  of 
the  schoolmaster  shall  be  twenty-five  dollars  per  montii 
and  two  ratiena. 

Sbc.  6.  Andbeii  fariker  enaOed,  That  the  sum  of 
two  miUioas  five  hundred  thoosand  dbllaia  be  and  die 
same  Is  hereby  appropiMted,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treesuiy^^oot  otherwiae  appropriated,  tor  the  buUding 
and  equipping  of  the  albresaid  ships  of  war. 

Mr.  Sawtmi  mada  a  motion  to  add  the  word 
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"  teen"  to  ^  foar,''  so  as  to  make  it  foorieen  74- 
gUQ  ships. 

Mr.  S.  tboogbt  it  a  proper  occasion  to  try  the 
qaestioD,  whether  we  were  to  hare  a  Nary  or 
not  7  He  took  the  occasion  to  congratulate  the 
House  upon  the  repeated  victories  of  oOr  little 
navy  over  the  enemy ;  and  of  the  gratefol  pros- 
pect of  a  speedy  termination  to  the  despotism  of 
the  seas,  ffational  piracy  is  about  to  be  extermi- 
nated, and  all  nations  permitted  to  traverse  ,their 
great  highway  in  safetv.  The  thins  can  be  done ; 
and  if  we  say  so^  with  the  will  ot  God,  will  be 
done.  The  experiment  upon  which  the  proof 
hangs  has  been  made.  British  arms  cannot  with- 
stand American  upon  the  sea.  The  boUy  has 
been  disgraced  by  an  infant :  and  fear  shall  no 
longer  restrain  an  abject  world  from  vindicating 
its  long  Tiolated  rights.  Give  us  but  a  respecta- 
ble fleet,  and  it  is  all  we  ask.  But  what  can  we 
do  with  four  seventy-fours?  They  are  a  mere 
mockery.  If  we  do  mean  to  make  a  serious  stand 
upon  the  ocean,  such  a  force  most  be  out  of  all 
character.  If  we'  mean  merely  to  atanoy  her 
trade,  (and  h^  trusted  we  meant  more,)  frigates 
will  do ;  but,  to  make  any  serious  impression  that 
way,  we  most  have  a  rofpectable  fleet  \  at  least, 
in  his  opinion,  fourteen  sail-of*tbe-tine.  That 
would  giye  us  a  preponderance  on  our  owii  coast, 
and  enable  us  to  bring  in  our  prizes  with  safety. 
Who  can  bear  the  idea  of  our  beiof  obliged  to 
burn  or  sink  all  the  ships  we  may  take  from  the 
enemy,  for  fear  of  their  being  recaptured  ?  He 
thought  we  should  save  enough  by  tne  protection 
they  would  afibrd  to  our  prizes  to  support  the  ex- 
pense of  them.  We  can  easily  support  such  a 
force.  The  expense,  distributed  over  our  widely 
extended  population,  would  be  less  than  a  dollar 
a  head ;  and.  where  is  the  American  who  wodid 
grudffe  such  a  sum  for  such  an  object?  The 
])eople,  I  am  confident,  wilt  cheerfully  pay  it,  be- 
cause we  are  now  at  war,  and  i  navy  is  found 
the  most  efficient  weapon  in  our  hands  against 
the^nemy.  He  therefore  trusted  that  if  it  was  the 
disposition  of  the  House  to  have  a  navy,  they 
would  establish  such  a  one  as  would  answer  some 
purpose. 

Mr.  SeYbebt  said,  he  did  not  anticipate  that 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  would  have  hetn  called 
for  to-day  by  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee ;  notwithstanding  he  had  bestowed  some 
attention  on  the  subject,  he  confessed  bis  renkarks 
would  be  made  in  a  manner  not  entirely  satisfac- 
tory to  himself^  he  would,  however,  proceed  with 
them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  he,  I  wish  ft  was  as  easy 
to  buMd,  equip,  and  man  the  seventy-fours,  ^s  it 
will  be  to  add  the  word  ^'  teen"  to  ^  four,"  as  is 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caroliofi. 
So  fiar  from  adding  to  the  number  of  these  ships, 
contemplated  by  the  bill,  he  had  intended  to  move 
that  no  seventy-four  cnm  ships  should  be,  at  this 
time,  authorized  by  tat  Leffislaiure. 

On  a  former  occaiiion,  A£r.  S.  continued,  when 
a  naval  establishment  was  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, he  stiatd  at  length  his  reasons  for  op- 
posing the  propdMtions  before  the  Honse.    The 


opinions  wbi^h  he  then  advanced  eoBcemiag  an 
extensively  permanent  naval  establishment  for 
the  United  Slates  were  still  believed  to  be  well 
grounded.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  his  in- 
tention, at  this  time,  and  under  the  pressure  of 
present  circumstances,  to  yield  much  to  general 
feelings,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  nation ;  never- 
theless, he  should  guard  against  being  carried  too 
far  by  the  current  of  popular  opinion.  It  is 
equally  my  doty,  said  he,  to  keep  in  view  what  is 
conceived  to  be  the  permanent  and  vital  national 
interest.  He  declared  a  uniform  opposition  to 
that  establishment,  which  could  not  be  brought 
within  the  means  and  resources  of  the  nation  to 
maintain  it.  We  have  made  war,  said  he,  to 
guarantee  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  na- 
tion, as  well  as  for  the  support  of  the  just  rights 
of  our  citizens;  with  these  objects  in  view,  he 
bad  consented  to  authorize  a  regular  force  of 
25,000  men,  and  advocated  one  more  numerous, 
though  in  principle  he  was  opposed  to  standing 
armies.  I^  then,  a  great  portion  of  my  fellow- 
citizens  deem  an  increase  of  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment essential  to  promote  the  great  work,  why 
should  it  be  refused  on  my  part?  ^  No  jopposition 
would  be  made  by  him  to  the  princtpla  or  spirit 
of  the  bill  before  the  House,  though,  he  confessed, 
he  did  not  approve  the  provisions  as  to  the  kind 
of  force  therein  contemplated. 

Mr.  S*  continued.^At  this  time  our  principal 
object  should  be,  to  authorize  that  species  of 
force  which  can  l>e  furnished  in  the  shortest  pe- 
riod, and  which  promises  to  be  the  most  efficient 
in  the  present  contest.  If  the  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment were  not  now  confined  to  the  present 
war,  he  considered  it  inexpedient  to  build  public 
ships,  It  was  necessary  that  the  revenue  should 
be  cautiously  applied.  Ifjt  be  employed  so  as  to 
carry  on  the  war  with  vigor,  he  would  not  shrink 
from  any  appropriations  which  could  tend  to  pro- 
duce that  effect ;  by  protracting  the  contest  for 
the  want  of  means,  expense  will  be  accumulated, 
and  we  should  achieve  nothing. 

Mr.  8.  would  not  assent  to  an  increase  of  tbie 
Navy,  with  a  vievr  to  reiconciie  other  measurert6 
the  oppositioU'^to  him  that  vote  promised  no 
such  result.  Our  political  opponents,  continued 
he,  will  tell  nsj  as  r^rds  the  Navy,  you  are  do- 
ing right  to  add  to  it ;  thus  far  we  will  go  with 
you ;  we  always  nlaintained  this  to  be  the  proper 
course ;  as  to  your  golden  dreams  in  Canada,  we 
will  abandon  them  to  jrourselves  exclusfvelv. 
Such  were  his  present  impressions;   it  would 

Satify  him  to  find  himself  to  have  been  mistaken, 
e  declared  .his  intention  to  oppose  the  building, 
of  74's,  or  double-decked  ships,  and  to  advocate 
a  greater  number  of  the  largest  clase  frigates.  If, 
however,  his  statements  should  not  prove  satis- 
factory to  the  House,  he  declared  the  failure 
would  not  induce  him  ultimately  to  vote  against 
that  species, of  force  which  a  majority  might 
deem  expedient. 

If.  said  Mr.  S.,  the  great  reason,  for  now  laying 
the  keels  of  the  double-decked  ships,  be  (as  w^s 
lately  acknowledged  elsewhere  by  high  authority) 
to  teat  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  as  to  a 
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permBDent  nayal  establish  meat,  he,  for  one,  de* 
ciared,  be  would  not  thus  be  tested,  nor  could  he 
be  thereby  induced  to  70te  in  favor  of  the  propo- 
sition; he  would  always  be  governed  by  circum- 
stanees. 

The  declaration  of  the  committee,  that  it  was 
proper  to  meet  'Wike  with  like,"  or,  in  other 
words,  because  the  British  have  seventy-four  gun 
ships,  the  United  States  shouid  have  them  of  the 
same  class,  would  have  no  effect  on  him.  We 
might  as  well  say,  because  there  are  ships  in  the 
British  service,  which  carry  one  hundred  and 
twentjr  guns,  we  should  also  have  such.  This 
reasoning  is  fallacious.  No  one  has  attempted  to 
advocate  the  latter  proposition.  Admitting  that 
you  had  four  seventy-four  gun  ships  on  your 
JNavy  list,  he  maintained,  they  would  answer  no 
good  purpose.  In  the  course  of  the  following 
year,  their  number  will  be  more  than  doubled  and 
treble4  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  The  conse* 
quence  would  be.  that  your  most  expensive  ships 
must  either  combat  under  very  unpromising  cir- 
cumstances, or  they  would  be  blockaded  In  your 
harbors,  and  then  be  worse  than  useless  j  they 
must  be  kept  at  a  heavy  expense,  and  their  crews 
would  deprive  other  ships  of  the  men  necessary 
for  their  equipment.  He  said,  the,  opinions  which 
he  had  just  advanced  were  not  the  result  of  idle 
speculations  at  the  fireside ;  they  were  supported 
by  intelligent  commanders,  and  lasted  upon  the 
firm  base  of  experience;  they  were  confirmed  by 
the  conversations  of  some  whose  splendid  achieve- 
ments adorned  the  pages  of  .our  Revolutionary 
.  history,  and  by  others,  who  rank  as  heroes  of  the 
present  war.  He  asked,  why  need  we  resort  to 
other  authority,  when  that  of  the  bead  of  the  Na- 
yal  Department  can  be  brought  to  bear  testimony 
IP  favor  of  the  propositions  laid  down  ?  In  the 
year  1790,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informed 
the  House  that  twelve  seven ty-fouts,  as  many 
frigates,  and  twenty  or  thirty  smaller  vessels 
^  would  probabljr  be  found  sufficient  to  insure  our 
future  peace  with  the  nations  of  Europe.''  In 
1811,  it  was  declared  that,  '*  twelve  sail  of  sef»en- 
ty-fours  and  twenty  well-constructed  frigates, 
with  our  smaller  vessels,"  were  necessary  to  an- 
noy the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  guard  our 
coasu.  To  this  he  added  that,  m  the  year  1811, 
duriog  a  state  of  peace  with  the  United  States, 
the  British  had  seven  shiDs-pf-the4ine  on  the 
American  stations,  indepenaent  of  fifties,  frigates, 
and  smaller  vessels ;  at  the  same  time,  they  had 
thirty-nine  ships-of-the-line  on  the  stocks !  Tell 
me,  said  he,  what  is  to  keep  a  great  proportion  of 
them  from  your  coaist  in  1813  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  proceeded  Mr.  S.,  I  am  disposed 
to  doubt  your  having  the  timber  in  your  yards, 
which  will  be  necessary  for  the  frames  of  the 
double-decked  ships,  conteipplated  by  the  bill.  A 
ahip  of  this  description  requires,  for  the  frame, 
30,000  cubic  feet  of  timber,  and  60^00  cubic  feet 
additional  for  plank,  wales,  dec. !  The  purchase 
of  (he  timber  supposed  to  be  on  hand  was  author- 
zed  by  an  act  passed  in  the  month  of  February, 
1799.  My  information  on  this  subject  states,  that 
from  the  years  1800  to  1802,inclasiye,the  timber 


originally  designed  for  the  seventy-fours,  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  was  deposited  in 
the  several  navy  yards,  as  follows:  At3os(on,40,- 
036  cubic  feet;  at  Portsmouth  (New  Hampshire) 
18,706  feet;  at  New  York  18,676  feet;  at  Phila- 
delphia 20,426  feet;  at  Norfolk  18,542  feet;  ma- 
king a  total  of  116,386  cubic  feet.    It  is  generally 
admitted,  that  of  the  timber  originally  procured, 
as  much  as  is  required  for  two.of  the  ships  has 
been  necessarily  applied  to  other  purposes ;  so  that 
we  must  deduct  60,000  cubic  feet  from  the  quan- 
tity delivered,  this  leaves  a  balance  of  56,386  cu- 
bic feet,  a  quantity  scarcely  sufficient  for   the 
frames  of  two  such  vessels !    He  could  not  satisfy 
himself  how  the  timber  for  the  other  two  frames 
was  to  be  procured  in  time ;  it  will  require  months 
for  its  selection,  cutting,  and  seasoning ;  if  you 
fail,  to  fell  it  before  the  end  of  February,  you  hazard 
much  as  to  its  durability;  twelve  months  are  re- 
quired to  build  a  seventy-four,  after  the  materials 
shall  be  ready  in  the  yard.    The  timber  for  the 
larger  ships  can  onljr  be  procured  from  the  South, 
say  Georgia,  Louisiana,  and   Florida;  consider 
the  risks  attending  its  transportation  by  sea ;  will 
you  pretend  to  insure  its  arrival?    TUese  are  all 
important  considerations  at  this  time. 

He  further  objected  to  the  tonnage  allowed  by 
the  committee  for  the  seventy -fours.  Ther  were 
rated  at  1,620  tons.  Experienced  and  intelligent 
naval  architects,  pronounce  this  much  too  little. 
Mr.  Humphreys  of  Philadelphia,  well  known  for 
bis  knowledge  and  skill  in  ship-building,  says, 
double-decked  ships  should  not  be  less  thaa  2,000 
tons;  the  statements  of  your  committee  as  com- 
ing from  this  gentleman,  were  draughted  when  he 
was  not  .allowed  to  ^ive  8cop^  to  his  views. 
Tour  larger  class  of  frigates,  which  have  proved 
so  serviceable,  measure  1,444  tons,  and  rate  as 
forty-fours.  Is  it  probable,  that  the  addition  of 
176  tons  to  their  dimensions  will  enable  a  vessel 
to  carry  thirty  additional  pieces  of  ordnance, 
much  more  weighty  than  those  already  in  use? 
This  to  him  appeared  to  be  impossible.  .  If  it  be 
intended  to  have  the  ships  of  the  higher  rates,  be 
hoped  they  would  not  be  cramped  in  their  di- 
mensions— that  to  him  was  false  economy.  Give 
to  them,  said  he,  their  full  tonnage,  and  you  will 
find  your  account  in  so  doing.  Formerly  the 
British  ships  were  limited  in  their  tonnage;  the 
French,  by  extending  the  dimensions  of  their  line 
qf  battle  ships,  have  carried  the  British  from 
their  ancient  usages;  shall  we  remain  stationary, 
and  continue  the  exploded  errors  of  other  naval 
Powers?  Certainly  not — adopt  the  advice  of 
Humphreys,  do  not  remain  behind ;  take  a  bold 
lead ;  give  bent  to  the  genius  of  your  naval  con- 
structors; and  force  the  people  of  Europe  to  imi- 
tate you  in  dimensions, as  they  have  already  done 
in  regard  to  the  beautiful  forms  of  your  ships. 

Suppose,  then,  that  the  timber  originally  pro- 
cured lor  the  seven ty^fours  shall  only  be  adapted 
for  those  of  1,620  tons,  i\  will  be  advantageous  to 
redttce.it  to  dimensions  pritkper  for  forty-lour  gun 
ships.  By  this  reduction  you  will  suffer  a  Toss 
of  one  eighth,^  say  for  the  two  frames  ten  thou- 
saqd  dollars  J  this  he  considered  as  trifiing  com* 
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pared  with  the  consequences  which  must  follow 
an  ill  founded  precedent.  Last  year,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, it  was  admitted  this  timber  might  be 
used  for  frigates. 

I  do  not  doubt,  Mr.  Chairman,  eoatinued  Mr. 
S.,  but  that  I  have  already  fatigued  the  Com- 
mittee with  my  dry  calculation— it  is  hoped  they 
will  indulge  me  with  their  attention  to  a  few  re- 
marks concerning  frigates.    I  am  desirous  to  add 
a  respeefable  namlier  to  those  already  authorized, 
sa^  from  twelve  to  fifceen-of  the  first  class;  this 
will  give  you  more  additional  guns  than  the  bill 
contemplates.    Your  forty-fours  are  superior  to 
any  of  the  British  frigates ;  if  you  doubt'  this, 
ask  Captains  Daores  and  Carden,  they  will  not 
deny  it.    When  the  enemy  is  lb  search  of  your 
forty-fours,  if  he  acts  with  his  frigates,  you  may 
be  sure  of  being  victorious :  if  for  this  purpose  ha 
selects  a  higher  rate  of  vesseH  he  will  incur  a 
great  additional  expense,  and  give  you  the  chance 
of  oQt-sailing  him,  or  you  will  force  him  to  change 
his  present  system,  and  add  a  new  class  ofvessm. 
to  those  which  he  has  already  adopted.    Under  a 
stifi'  breeze,  your  frigates  will  run  from  the  shipa* 
of-the-line;  in  boisterous  times,  a  seventy-four 
may  be  forced  to  close  her  lower  ports,  then  with 
your  heavy  frigates  you  might  hazard  a  combat. 
The  divided  form  in  which  this  force  will  appear 
on  the  oceau,  will  enable  you  to  annoy  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy ;  to  capture  his  frieates  and 
carry  his  squadrons  from  your  coast  ana  harbors. 
If  omr  8hip»  are  coDceatrated  in  squadrons,  the 
enemy  will  seek  you  with  a  force  far  superior; 
you  must  then  combat  under  disadvantages  or 
endeavor  to  make  Vour  ports  for  safety,  and  there 
you  will  be  blockaded.    By  adding  to  the  present 
number  of  forty-fours,  you  give  an  uniformity  to 
your  system,  which  in  the  end  will  prove  verv 
economicai,  the  work  will  be  sooner  and  mucn 
better  executed;  every- surplus  of* materials  will 
answer  equally  well  for  any  one  of  the  ships ;  in 
case  a  vessel  shall  be  injnred  by  the  tempest  or 
he  disabled  in  action,  she  will  be  much  sooner  fit- 
ted for  service,  as  you  will  be  prepared  with  a 
surplus  of  masts,  spars,  and  other  equipments. 
Under  such  regulations  yon  need  not  multiply  ex- 
pense by  keeping  a  numeroua  crew  in  port,  idle 
for  weeks,  until  a  mast  can  be  procureo;  by  ad- 
ding the  number  proposed  you  will  have  a  re- 
spectable class  of  efllcient  ships.    Such  ships,  sir, 
will  enable  you  to  confirm  and  perpetuate  the 
splendid  victories  of  Hull,  Jones,  and  Decatur; 
these  heroes  have  alretfdv,  in  five  months  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  destroyed  ■  the  charm  of 
British  invincibility  on  the  ocean ;— their  deeds 
surpass  any  whieh  the  British  naval  annals  can 
boast;  they  have  humbled  British  pride.    These 
actions  will  have  a  great  efiect  oti  the  Powers  of 
Rurope  ;  your  flag  will  hereafter  be  respected  as 
a  friend,  as  an  enemy  it  will  be  feared  >«*beliieve 
me.  sir.  Great  Britain  has  lost  more  in  glory  than 
had  yoil  conquered  the  Canadas.    Mr.  Brougham 
has  Dceo  taught  that  your  *^ assembled  navies" 
can  do  more  than  **  lay  siege  to  an  English  sloop 
of  war." 
Mr.  BiBSBTT  said  he  was  placed,  thinking  as 


he  did,  in  an  awkward  sitnation  by  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  for,  by  vo- 
ting for  it,  he  should  unquestionably  gain  largely, 
and  yet  under  circumstances  he  was  oblig^  to 
vote  against  it.  He  was  not  prepared  now  to 
enter  into  any  lengthy  argument  on  this  subject; 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  speech  of  his 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  was  favorable  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  he  had  passed 
It  over  and  attacked  the  details  of  the  subject. 
On  this  head  Mr.  B.  said  be  must  confess  he  was 
not  able  to  present  his  -information  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  as  aulhoritativa  a  way  as  he  could  wish  ; 
but,  it*  would  be  recollected  that  as  long  ago  as 
last  year,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  stated 
that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  timber  necessary 
for  seventy-fours  was  at  this  time  provided  aod 
deposited  in  the  navy  yards.  The  committee 
(of  which  Mr.  B.  is  chairman^  were  not,  he  said^, 
authorized  to  say  that  thrwhole  of  the  frames  for 
four  seventf-foofsare  in  readiness.  He  believed 
th'e  fact  to  be  otherwise ;  but  more  than  two-thirds 
of  these  frames,  the  important  part  of  ^a  vessel  of 
war,  were  ready,  and  were  distributed  at  four  dif- 
ferent yards  in  readiness  for  uee.  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
that  a  larger  tonnage  would  be  preferable  for 
seventy-fours  than  1,600  tons ;  and'  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  a  larger  would  be  adopted,  and 
that  the  toanage  of  a  seventy -four,  to  carry  eighij- 
six  guns,  would  be  from  17  to  1800  tons.  As  far 
as  he  could  learn  from  naval  men,  Mr.  B.  said, 
the  most  efficient  ship  now  in  service  was  a  ves- 
sel of  eighty-six  guns.  He  thought  none  of  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
went  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  They  had  bet- 
ter take  it  as  it  was,  amend  it  as  they  chose,  and 
authorize  the  building  of  so  many  vessels  as  our 
resources  were  now  equal  to.  There  were  a  va- 
riety of  general  views  of  this  subjeet  which  might 
be  presented  to  the  House,  but  whieh  he  would 
reserve  until  the  bill  was  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  MoKeb  said,  he  had  not  expected  this^anb* 
ject  would  havQ  been  taken  up  to-day,  or  to  say 
anything  on  it  when  it  should  be  taken  up;  But, 
said  he,  for  what  purpose,  I  {et\  impelled  to  ask, 
are  yon  going  to  birild  these  vessels  ?  Are  you 
to  spend  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars,  in  addi* 
tioQ  to  your  present  extraordinary  expenditures,, 
to  protect  commerce  9  Will  this  old  argument, 
in  favor  of  a  navy,  now  be  used,  which  we  have 
so  often  heard  heretofore?  Sir,  wnere  is  your  com- 
merce now  to  protect  ?  -Will  you  protect  that 
clandestinely  destined  to  Great  Britain  1  No, 
surely.  Will  you  protect  that  destined  to  the 
ootst  of  France  ?  -  Let  us  reflect  what  commerce 
you  can  carry  on  with  France.  None  worth  pro* 
tection,  or  of  any  moment  to  the  great  body  of 
the  American  people.  Does  France  purchase 
your  tobacco  or  cotton,  which  heretofore  have 
found  a  market  there  1  6Jie  has  never  been  a 
purchaser  of  provisions  or  breadstuffs*  What  is 
the  state  of  trade  between  us  ai|d  Fraace  ?  Your 
cotton,  in  France,  is  uxed  with  enormous  duties. 
No  man  who  is  not  under  the  influence  of  the 
moon  wooU,  at  this  time,  think  of  makiaga  ahip^ 
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m«nt  Ui«re.  Woald  yon  ship  your  eommerce 
there  merely  to  surrender  so  much  property  into 
the  grasp  or  the  Emperor  ?  It  would  be  the  ex- 
treme of  foUy.  Where,  then,  will  tou  protect 
your  commerce?  To  the  Beltic,  sir?  You  caa 
carry  on  in  that  quarter  no  eommerce  at  all  in* 
teresting  to  the  great  body  of  the  American  peo- 
pie.  In  what  does  your  export  to  that  region 
consist  ?  In  articles  of  colonial  produce ;  not  in 
articles  the  produce  of  your  soil.  Will  you  tax 
the  great  agricultural  community  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  this  extraneous  eokameree?  I  ask 
if  the  people  of  the  West,  the  Atlantic,  of  the 
Middle  States,  or  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
American  people,  will  be  content  to  be  taxed  to 
support  a  navy  for  the  protection  of  a  commerce 
in  foreign  produoe^  bv  which  but  few  individuals 
in  the  nation  can  be  bei^fited  ?  There  is  QOweoro<? 
xnerce  to  protect,  unlessit  be  that  which  exchan^ 
gee  specie  for  the  productions  of  the  East  Indies, 
and  benefits  no  part  of  the  oommuirity.  Having 
no  valuable  eommerce  now  to  protect,  the  object 
of  adding  vessels  to  your  navy,  muit  be  to  nght 
yonr  battles  at  sea. 

If  you  wooid  propose  a  navy  as  a  means  of 
carrying  on  war,  bend  Your  resonroes  to  that  ob- 
ject. We  have  been  told  that  the  trident  of  Nep- 
tune is  passing  into  our  hands.  But,  sir,  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  ocean  is  not  to  be  acquired  by  four 
ships-or-the-line  and  five  or  six  frigates.  You' 
can  have  no  l^itimate  object  in  btmding  tfUeh 
v^essels  as  proposed,  unless  it  be  to  carry  on  the 
war.  If  that  be  your  object,  make  your  means 
^sommensurate  to  the  end  you  have  in  view. 

Do  you  yet  contend  that  the  object  is  to  pro« 
tect  commerce  ?  Yonr  commerce  is  not  worth 
tbecost.  And  who  would  pay  it?  The  merchanu? 
No,  sir.  They  will  pay  only  their  proportion.  I 
recollect,  when  a  boy,  to  have  seen  a  little  book, 
in  which  lad mi«ed  the  pictures  more  than  the 
reading,  in  which  were  the  representattot»e  of  a 
king,  a  priest  a  soldier,  and  a  farmer ;  a  label  is- 
suing from  tne  mo»th  of  eaqh  contained  these 
words:  The  King  8a3r8,  ''I  govern  all;''  the 
pnest,  <«  I  pray  for  all  f  the  soldier,  '*  I  fight  for 
all  $"  and  the  farmer,  <'  I  pay  for  all"  This,  sir, 
is  perfectly  true  as  regards  the  American  farm- 
er*  they  pajr  for  all.  And  what  advantage  do 
they  derive  from  it  7  What  advantage  are  ay 
constituents  to  derive  from  iheexpendH4reof  this 
money  ? 

I  know  it  wiH  be  said  our  naval  officers  have 
fought  well.  They  have  so;  but  in  no  instance 
have  they  done  more  than  was  expected  from 
them.  It  was  always  expected,  when  they  came 
in  contact  wkh  an  enemy,  that  they  would  either 
conquer,  or  make  a  gooo  fighL  I  foresaw,  at  the 
list  session,  whether  our  navy  was  sncceasfal  or 
not,  that  it  was  a  necessary  consequence  Of  the 
war,  that  we  should  hav«  a  navy.  If  they  had 
been  unsuccessful,  they  would  have  fought  well. 
The  argument  in  that  case  would  have  beent 
"  Here  are  your  seamen  captured ;  your  flag  pros- 
trate on  the  main ;  will  you  not  stretch  forth 
your  hand  to  relieve  them  from  disgrace?"  I 
siearoeiy  know  how  I  eatild  have  resisted  such  an 


argument.  No  man  doubted,  but  every  portion 
of  the  American  people,  fighting  in  the  cause  of 
their  country,  would  fight  bravely.  They  are 
brave ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  our  great  agri- 
cultural interest  should  be  taxed  for  the  interest 
of  merchants  trading  with  specie  to  Abyssinia  or 
China.  The  American  agriculturists  must  pay 
nine-tenths  of  the  tax  whica  this  expenditure 
will  create.  Do  they  derive  equal  advantage 
from  it  with  the  merchanu  ?  No.  Of  what  ad- 
vantage is  it  to  the  people  of  the  Middle  States, 
whethei"  a  ship  loaded  with  Spanish  milled  cast- 
ings is  taken  or  gets  safe  to  her  place  of  destina- 
tion ?  The  loss  is  of  so  much  capital,  but  adds 
nothing  to  the  ptofit  or  prosperity  of  the  agricul- 
tural interest,  any  more  than  as  the  gain  of  an 
individual  promotes  the  general  prosperity.  It  is 
unjust  to  tar  the  people  of  the  West  to  build 
ships  of  war  to  protect  the  coast.  Bach  portion 
of  the  United  Sutes,  the  Atlantic,  the  Western, 
and  Middle  States,  have  their  rights ;  and  we  have 
nO  right  to  tax  one  for  what  can  be  of  no  benefit 
to  it.  Then,  sir,  if  these  vessels  are  to  be  used  as 
means  of  carrying  on  war,  erect  an  establishment 
adequate  to  the  object.  It  will  be  said,  perhaps, 
we  have  not  money  to  build  fourteen  frigates. 
Our  present  expenses,  we  find,  requires  a  loan  of 
twenty  millions.  The  passage  of  thia  bill,  it  is 
said,  will  only  make  it  twenty-five  millions.  The 
building  of  fourteen  ships-of-the-line  instead  of 
four,  will  only  add  ten  millions  to  that  sum ! 

It  would  be,  indeed,  an  interesting  object  to 
the  people  of  this  country  to  see  Great  Britain 
humbled  at  our  feet.  Yon  are  not  to  do  it,  sir,  by 
four  sbips-of-tfae-line,  though  you  may  do  much 
wijth  fourteen.  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  do  not  mean  to  vote  for  any  increase 
of  our  navy  ;  but,  if  it  is  increased,  I  should  be 
in  favor  ot  fourteen  ships^f-the-line.  I  wish  it 
also  to  be  understood  that,  at  the  last  sessioo,  I 
Gommitted  myself  to  lay  Uxes  to  carry  on  the 
wan  I  consider  myself  bound  to  vote  tor  them. 
But,  if  you  thus  expend  money  on  these  chimer- 
ical objects,  I  atate,  di«tiaotly,  I  will  not  vote  for 
takes.  Other  gentlemen  may  do  as  they  please; 
but  I  will  not,  in  such  case,  vote  for  the  taxes,  be- 
cause I  never  will  tax  my  constituents  to  defend 
commerce  on  the  ocean.  If  it  be  not  coikipeCent 
to  its  own  defence,  it  is  high  time  to  give  it  op. 


Mr.  MoKtM  rose  to  set  hit  friend  from 
tueky  right  as  to  one  or  two  points.  The  ships 
to  be  built  are  not  for  the  protection  of  commerce, 
but  to  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  Ctovern- 
fnent,  to  protect  our  rights  on  the  ocean,  and  also 
to  aid  ia  the  security  ,of  our  territorial  righui 
They  will  be  employed  in  convoying  our  com* 
merce,  in  repelling  s^fipa  of  war  from  our  harbors; 
in  destroying  the  coinmerce  of  Britain  on  the 
ocean,  in  order  to  force  her  to  come  to  terms  with 
us.  They  will  be  so  employed  as  the  Gk>vern- 
ment  conceives  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  re- 
quire. The  gentleman  has  drawn  a  distinction 
between  comnierce  and  agricultttre.  In  my  opin- 
ion, said  Mr.  McK.,  they  have  a  common  interest. 
Agriculture  will  flourish  if  commerce  be  protect- 
ed.   Whdevet  diiws  a  diatinotlon  between  these 
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interests,  as  to  mQiaai  coaoetioa  and  the  DBcessi* 
ty  of  geDeral  procection/does  Dot,  in  my  opinion, 
view  (he  subject  in  a  true  lighu  There  is  an  in- 
separable* coo  nezioa,  and  commerce  cannot  be 
protected,  if  agriculture  be  trampled  upon.  True, 
sir,  we  have  bat  little  commerce  at  present;  and 
I  have  no  idea  that  it  will  be  worth  while  to  em- 
ploy our  ships  to  convoy  the  trifling  trade  we 
have  DOW,    It  is  future  interest  that  is  in  view. 

As  to  France,  who,  being  engaged  in  a  very  de- 
structire  war,  has  thought  proper  to  adopt  (as  we 
have  done)  commercial  restrictions  as  a  measure 
of  waging  it  with  effect,  we  can  have  but  little 
trade  with  her.  But  1  will  observe  to  the  gentle- 
man, from  the  little  knowledge  I  have  of  the  sub- 
ject, that  one  article,  an  important  staple  of  our 
country,  does  well  there.  I  allude  to  cotton ;  it 
is  one  of  the  permitted  articles^  and  latterly  has 
been  a  beneficial  article  of  export,  and  large  profits 
kave  been  made  upon  it. 

It  would  appear,  sir,  as  if  the  gentleman  sup- 
posed that  the  wnole  expense  of  building  and 
navigating  these  ships  is  to  be  derived  from  the 
Western  people.  If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the 
bills  presented  at  the  last  session  for  laying  taxes, 
they  will  discover  that  a  large  proportion  of  them 
were  intended  to  be  drawn  from  the  commercial 
cities;  that  the  country  part  does  not  bear -more 
than  its  proportionate  share  of  those  taxes. 

The  gentleman  says,  if  we  are  to  have  a  nitvy, 
it  shotild  be-large,  adequate  to  the  object  contem- 
plated. I  approve  of  his  desisn,  sir ;  but  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  United  States,  now  with- 
out a  navy,  can  at  once  build  one  up.  My  opia- 
ion  is,  that  the  bill  contemplates  as  great  an  in- 
crease of  force  as  is  withinour  power  within  the 
present  year,  and  the  next  session  will  be  time 
enough  to  provide  for  more.  Rome  was  not 
built  in  a  day,  is  a  common  adage.  A  powerful 
navy  cannot  be  expepted  to  be  built  at  once;  and 
the  beat  way  is  to  advance  step  by  step,  but  in 
detail,  as  the  rasources  and  convenience  of  the 
United  States  will  admit.  Mr.  McK.  concluded 
by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  amendment  will 
not  pass. 

Mr.'MiTOHiLL  made  a  few  observj|tions  favorable 
to  the  bill,  and  against  amending  it.  He  remark* 
ed  that  moch  of  the  timber  was  already  prepared, 
that  guns  had  heretofore  been  east  and  yet  re> 
mained  on  hand  for  the  seventy-fours.  Perhaps 
seventy-fours  were  not  the  best  description  of 
vessels;  bat  he  would  take  the  bill  as  it  stood,  in 
preference  to  risking  its  loss  by  attempting  to 
amend  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  SAWTsa'a 
motion  and  negatived;  and  the  Committee  rose. 


Thursday,  Qecen^ber  17, 

Mr.  Bacon  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Springfield,  in  Masioi- 
chusetts,  employed  in  the  public  armory  in  said 
town,  and  residing  on  the  lands  ceded  by  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  to  the  United  States,  stating 
that,  owing  to  their  residence  on  the  said  lands, 
the  Supreme  Coo;rt  of  that  State  have  decided 


that  they  are  not  citizens  of  the  sfiid  State,  and 
that  they  have  no  riffht  as  electors ;  and  praying 
that  their  case  may  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  such  relief  granted  as  may  appear  to  be  pro- 
per.— Referred  to  a  select  committee;  and  Mr. 
Bacon,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Ely, 
and  Mr.  Sturqes,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Commercial  Company  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington; which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a. 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners in  the  Western  District  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans;  now  State  of  Louisiana. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "approving 
*  the  report  of  the  Comissioners  appointed  by  the 
^  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  ex- 
'  terior  line  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  in 
'  the  State  of  New  York;"  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

INCREASE  or  THE  NAVT. 

The  House  a^ain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Seybert  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  by  striking  out  ^^four  seventy-fours 
and,"  so  as  to  eras^  the  provision  for  building 
vessels  of  that  description. 

Mr.  Gold. — The  provision  in  the  bill  to  introduce 
ships-of-the-line  into  the  Navy,  I  consider,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  fixing  the  great  policy  of  a  navv 
under  this  Government.  Frigates  we  have  had, 
butjn  common  with  petty  nations;  for  the  Bar- 
bery Powers  have  frigates;  the  provision  now 
offered  rises  higher  and  promises  something  wor- 
thy of  the  Constitution,  something  honorable  to 
the  Government.  I  rejoice,  Mr.  Chairman,  at  the 
favorable  circumstances  and  hail  the  auspices  un- 
der which  we  now  meet  this  question;  we  are 
no.  lonp[er  left  to  erring  speculations,  to  uncertain 
reasoning,  but  have  under  our  e^es  the  sure  and 
infailible  test  of  experience,  of  practice  in  war 
with  a  naval  f6rce.  Within  a  few  weeks  our 
tars  have  thrice  grappled  with  the  enemy,  and 
thrice  have  they  triumphed  in  combat;  the  suc- 
cess has  swelled  the '  American  bosom  with  joy 
from  Orleans  to  Maine— ^11,  without  exception  of 
party,  vie  in  demonstrations  of  joy  and  in  the  be- 
jstowment  of  honors  upon  the  victors. 

While  such  a  scene  is  presented  here,  gloom 
and  dissatisfaction  prevail  in  the  metropolis  of 
Great  Britain — those,  who  have  been  so  long  ac- 
customed to  conquer,  receive  the  capture  of  the 
Guerriere  with  as  much  astonishment  as  they 
would  behold.a  suspension  of  the  laws  of  nature. 
A  strange  event  to  Britons  ! 

How  often,  sir,  has  it  been  echoed  and  re- 
echoed within  these  wails,  that  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  anything  with  a  ndvy  against 
Great  Britaiuj  uolesa  we  could  bring  ship  to  ship 
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•nd  man  to  man — oould  equal  our  enemy  on  the 
ocean.  How  much  mistaken  have  gentlemen 
been ;  bow  vain  is  human  reason  I  The  earliest 
stage  of  the  fii^t  war  under  the  GoTernment  has 
yielded  a  clear,  full,  and  incontestable  refutation 
of  the  argument.  While  the  American  arms 
have  sulSered  disgrace  upon  disgrace  on  what 
was  deemed  the  natural  and  proper  theatre  for 
the  display  of  our  power;  while  by  land  alt  is 
gloomy  and  comfortless,  and  the  heart  sickens 
under  the  past,  our  little  Nary,  a  handful  of  men, 
has  nobly  sustained  us  upon  the  ocean,  and  ban- 
ished that  despondency  which  our  disasters  by 
land  must  have  otherwise  produced. 

If,  sir,  under  such  auspices,  such  overwhelming 
evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  a  navy,  this  question 
is  to  be  put  by,  I  shall  despair  of  a  navy ;  we 
mav  rank  with  Algiers  in  a  force  of  frigates,  but 
shall  do  nothing  worthy  of  a  communitv  of  ei^ht 
millions  of  »ouls,  placed  by  Heaven  m  a  situa- 
tion most  favorable  to  commerce  and  naval  power. 

The  objections,  sir,  to  a  navy  are  not  a  little 
amusing.  Do  you  move  the  Question  in  peace, 
it  is  objected,  that  commejce  nourishes  and  you 
want  not  protection ;  at  another  time  it  is  said 
not  to  be  worth  ihfi  expense  of  a  navy,  and  lastly 
a  navy  will  draw  America  into  the  European 
vortex  and  involve  us  in  a  war.  Now  that  we 
are  in  war,  a  new  book  of  logic  is  opened,  and  it 
is  objected,  that  you  have  not  time  to  build  a  na- 
vy, the  war  will  be  over  before  ships  can  be  fin- 
ished. It  is  thus,  sir,  thatthe  arguments  against 
a  navy  are  made  to  answer  and  refute  them- 
selves; nay,  more,  the  argument  in  war  is  a  sa* 
tire  and  reproach  to  the  objection  in  peace. 
'*  There  is  not  now  time  to  build  a  navy,"  re- 
proaches us  for  not  having  passed  the  requisite 
Jaws  at  the  last  session. 

I  have  always  considered  the  great  policy  of 
a  navy  settled  by  the  Constitution :  need  I  spend 
time  to  show,  that  no  great  specific  power  was 
delegated  to  tne  Greneral  Government  unless  it 
was  deemed  necessary ;  not  necessary  for  a  dor- 
mitory, but  to  be  executed  for  the  general  protection 
and  welfare.  This  was  the  polar  star — the  test  apd 
criterion  that  governed  in  the  delegation  of  pow- 
ers by  the  Siates-^-powers  not  necessary  to  be 
exercised  for  the  general  good  were  retained  by 
the  several  States.  What  greatly  strengthens  the 
arguihent  is,  the  power  to  provide  a  navy  Is  not 
only  given  to  the  General  Government,  but  taken 
away  or  denied-  to  the  several  States.  In  adopt- 
ing the  Constitution,  this  question  was  consider- 
ed at  rest,  and  a  navy  was  deemed  the  necessary 
consequence  of  this  pawer;  in  the  Virginia  Con- 
Tention,  where  great  talent  and  ing^enuity  was 
displayed  in  the  debate,  the  point  was  so  consid- 
ered, and  the  objection  rested  on  that  ground; 
the  consequence  of  adoption  was  supposed  to  be 
an  unequal  strengthening  of  the  commercialparts 
of  the  Union.  So  deeply  impressed  was  Presi- 
dent Washington  with  the  importance  of  a  na- 
vy, and  so  true  to  his  duty  and  just  claims  of 
commerce  for  protection,  that  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  quit  his  high  station  in  the  public  coun- 
cils without  placing  on  record  his  sentiments  for 


the  good  of  his  country — this  he  did  in  his  speech 
to  the  Fourth  Coqgress  (second  nession)  in  lan- 
guage that  well  attasts  his  wisdom  and^  paternal 
care  and  solicitude  for  his  country.  He  recom- 
mended and  urged  the  policy  of  a  navy  in  the 
strongest  terms,  and  I  will  not  believe  that  the 
parting  lesson  of  that  great  and  good  man  will 
be  lost  to  his  country — there  is  certainly*  too  much 
respect  for  his  memory  to  disregard  his  solemn 
advice  and  counsel  on  any  subject.  In  this  pol- 
icy Mr.  Jbpfbrbon  also  concurred  at  a  period 
most  auspicious  to  fair  inquiry  and  dispassionate 
judgment;  it  was  before  the  tempest  of  party 
arose,  to  obscure  the  great  luminary  of  truth  and 
blacken  the  political  horizon. 

But  it  is  now  said  that  agriculture,  the  farm- 
ing interest,  is  not  concerned  in  the  question  of 
a  navy;  that  it  can  receive  no  benefit;  that  we 
have  no  commerce  to  protect.  This  is  strange 
language.  Need  I  here,  sir,  refer  to  first  princi- 
ples, common  tilaxims,  to  show  how  inseparable 
are  commerce'  and  agriculture';  that  they  are 
embarked  ici  one  common  bottom  and  mast  stand 
or  fall  together?  How  is  it  possible  that  the  rich 
tide  of  commerce  should  not  reach  and  eladden 
our  fields  ?  What  barrier  iff  to  oppose ;  what  par- 
tition wall  to  separate  1  How  i^  the  sun  of  pros* 
perity  to  shine  on  one  portion  of  the  community 
and  not  on  the  other?  Commerce  multiplies 
your  towns  and  cities,  and  your  towns  and  cities 
both  consume  and  export  the  products  of  the  soil. 
History,  from  the  earliest  period,  and  in  all  coun- 
tries, attests,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken,  the 
influence  ot  commerce.  Surely,  sir,  commerce 
can  never  be  indiflferent  to  the  farminff  interest. 
What  have  we  sebn  in  this  Hall  witnin  a  very 
few  days  ?  A  proposition  to  restrict  the  expor 
trade  was  rejected  once,  again  and  again,  and  by 
whom  ?  I  answer,  by  iTarmers.  It  is  impossible 
to  mistake  the  springs  of  action,  which  move 
everything  and  pot  everything  in  opposition  to 
rest.  What  may  be  the  sentiments  ot  farmers  in 
the.gentlemain's  State  (^r.MoKBE)'I  cannot  say, 
but  the  farmers  of  New  York,  not  a  little  exceed- 
ing in  numbers  and  falling  not  short,  I  trust,  in  a 
knowledge  of  their  interests,  call  loudly  for  a  na- 
vy; they  insist  on  naval  protection  as  pledged  to 
them  by  the  compact ;  thev  claim  the  bond  of 
you;  they  strenj^then  the  claim  by  pointing  to 
the  heavy  contribution  to  your  Treasury ,  from 
the  port  of  New  York,  amounting  for  several 
years  past,  to  about  one-third  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  Union — a  revenue  they  would  never 
have  yielded  to  this  Government  hut  from  the 
fullest  confidence  that  the  tax  on  commerce 
would  be  applied  to  its  proteetion.  Had  the  im- 
post of  Ne\;v  York  been  retained  by  that  State, 
the  State  would,  before  this,  have  been  able  to 
build  a  navy  superior  to  the  present  naval  force 
of  the  Union,  and  the  known  sentiments  of  her 
citizens  would  have  imparted  to  the  Government 
the  necessary  disposition.  It  is  impossible  not  to 
see  that  could  that  State  have  foreseen  the  course 
of  the  Gt)Vernment  in  relation  to  a  navy,  the  ob- 
jection to  a  relinquishment  of  the  impost  would 
have  been  greatly  strengthened,  and  tne  adoption 
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of  tbe  CoDstitation  put  id  great  jeopardy.  It  was 
best  perhaps  that  the  future  was  hiddeo  from 
them;  tbe  advocates  of  the  Conittitution,  great 
aod  powerful  as  they  were,  had  sufficient  obsta- 
cles to  contend  with.  But  it  is  objected,  that  our 
ships-of-the-iine,  few  in  number,  will  be  over- 
whelmed by  the  British  Navjr.  I  answer,  are  not 
our  frifi^ates  equally  exposed  f  A  re  not  our  ships- 
of-the-Iine  as  well  naatched  against  theirs,  the 
battle  <is  equal  and  fair,  as  between  our  frigates 
and  theirs?  If  such  are  the  best  arguments 
against  this  bill,  weak  indeed  must  be  the  defence: 

It  is  jfurther  objected,  that  there  is  not  sufficient 
seasoned  timber  on  hand  for  four  seventy-fours. 
On  this  point  every  gentleman  must  satisfy  him- 
self; my  information,  derived  from  a  source  en- 
titled to  credit,  leads  me  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  deficiency  of  timber  will  not  be  considerable, 
and  that  the  building  of  the  ships  may  with  pro- 
priety be  commenced,  and  that  what  little  is 
wanted  may  be  procured  in  the  progress  of  the 
work.  It  is  obvious  that  this  objection  is  urged 
not  for  its  appropriate  effect,  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  ships  to  the  quantity  of  timber,  but  to 
defeat  entirely  the  object  of  the  bill  as  to  the 
ships-of-the-liae;  the  objection  flows  from  a  source 
far  beyond  the  alleged  cause  or  justiBcation. 

I  will  dot,  sir,  longer  trespass  on  the  patience 
of  the  Committee;  if  gentlemen  are  not  satisfied, 
that  the  objections  and  argument  heretofore  re- 
lied on  against  a  navy  are  invalid  and  groundless; 
that  ihey  are  swept  away  by  the  events  upon  the 
ocean  of  the  last  three  months,  nothing  which  I 
can  say  can  remove  those  objections.  If  the  mo- 
tion to  expunge  the  provision  for  shipsof-tbe- 
iine  from  tne  bill  shall  prevail,  we  must  kiss  the 
rod,  hard  as  it  may  be  on  the  commercial  States. 

Mr.  WiDOBBT. — Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  rec- 
ollected that  I  was  last  session  of  Congress  dp- 
posed  to  the  building  of  seventy -fours,  until  we 
bad  got  more  frigates.  I  have  been  rather  op- 
posed to  them  in  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs, 
not  because  I  was  opposed  to  an  augmentation  of 
the  Navy,  but  because  I  thought  it  more  to  the 
advantage  of  the  country  to  build  friflrates  and 
sloops  of  war  at  present;  and  if,  hereaHer,  when 
we  have  sailors  plenty  to  man  the  large  ships  with, 
it  should  be  thought  best  to  have  larger  ships,  it 
may  be  very  well  to  build  them ;  but,  at  present, 
our  resources  are  inadequate  to  build  the  seventy- 
fours  and  the  ten  frigates,  and  say  eight  or  t^o 
sloops  of  war,  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  our  seacoast,  in  order  to  keep  off 
tbe  British  gun-brigs  or  privateers.  Tbe  ships- 
of-the-line  will  not  answer  this  purpose,  when 
they  are  at  sea  ;  they  must  keepdiep  water ;  they 
cannot,  with  safety,  follow  in  under  the  land 
those  small  vessels  which  annoy  our  coasters,  and 
capture  them  all  along  shore.  Within  a  few  days, 
I  have  accounts  of  a  small  privateer,  of  eight  guns, 
having  captured  twenty  or  thirty  sail  of  coasting 
vessels.  Sir  it  is  a  sight  to  see  a  public  armed 
ship  of  the  United  States  anywhere  on  our  shore 
to  the  eastward  of  Boston — a  seacoast  of  200 
miles — when  the  enemy  can  take  everything  that 
passes  out  to  sea,  and  a  coooti^  in  which  there 
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are  the  best  of  ship-harbors,  where  they  might 
cruise  with  safety,  always  having  a  harbor  handy 
to  run  into.  I  cannot  feel  willing  to  build  sev« 
enty-foors,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  smaller  ships, 
of  which  we  are  so  much  in  want  at  this  time. 
If  you  had  the  money  in  your  chest,  and  all  ready 
for  the  building  four  seventy- fours,  and  all  the 
timber  in  the  yard — which  yon  have  not — still  I 
should  have  doubts  on  my  mind  as  to  tbe  propri- 
ety of  those  heavy  ships.  Say,  if  you  please,  that 
you  had  those  ships  built,  could  you  send  them 
to  sea?  I  presume  not,  if  at  war  with  England, 
because  she  would  always  blockade  your  harbors 
wherever  they  were ;  and  if  you  sent  them  out, 
perhaps  you  would  never  have  to  man  them  again; 
not  because  our  ships  in  single  combat  are  not  a 
match  for  her's,but,  because  they  have  more  ships 
than  they  know  what  to  do  with;  they  would 
always  outnumber  yoq  at  sea,  and  they  would  be 
able  to  come  up  with  and  capture  your  four  ships. 
But,  for  what  purpose  are  you  to. send  them  out? 
Certainly,  not  to  take  merchantmen.  They  are' 
not  calculated  for  that  purpose,  unless  tou  had 
more  than  four  of  them.  In  case  you  hao  a  nnm* 
her  sufficient  to  intercept  their  £Sast  India  fleet, 
which,  generally,  tfre  under  strong  convoys  or 
heavy  5hips,  then  it  might  be  an  object  to  send 
them  to  sea.  If  you  are  to  keep  them  in  port,  for 
the  purpose  of  harbor  defence,  you  must  always 
keep  th«m  manned;  it  will  be  too  late  to  maa 
them  after  the  enemy  comes  in  sight.  And  there 
is,  in  my  mind,  another  difficulty :  In  the  man- 
ning these  heavy  ships,  you  will  have  to  impress 
men  to  go  on  board  of  them,  or  raise  the  wages 
up  to  what  is  given  in  a  merchant  ship;  because 
the  sailors  will  not  be  willing  to  go  on  board  large 
ships,  when  they  have  no  chance  for  prize  money. 
On  the  other  blind,  they  will  be  very  willing  to 
enter  on  board  crnising  ships,  such  as  frigates  or 
sloops  of  war,  in  hopes  of  talcing  prizes;  and  yoa 
have  not,  at  present,  a  sufficient  number  of  sail* 
ors  to  man  what  smaller  vessels  we  want.  If  yoa 
build  frigates  and  sloops  of  war,  they  can  be  fur- 
nished without  your  advancing  tbe  money ;  the 
merchants  will  build  them,  and- loan  them  to  the 
Government.  Tbe  frij?ates  and  smaller  vessels 
can  be  put  afloat  in  six  mouths  from  the  time 
thev  are  agreed  for;  and  your  ships-of-the*line 
will  not  be  finished  in  less  than  two  years;  and 
if  they  do  not  cost  30  per  cent,  more  than  ther  ' 
are  calculated  at-,  I  will  dare  pay  all  I  am  worth 
towards  them  for  nothing.  I  am  willing  to  go 
for  almost  any  n amber  of  frigates,  because  I  know 
ypu  can  have  them  built  without  advancing  a 
dollar  until  they  are  ready  for  service,  and  because 
I  am  convinced  thev  are  most  for  our  interest. 
Popular  opinion,  I  know,  has  gteat  weight  at 
times;  let  us  not  be  c|irried  off  on  the  wings  of 
enthusiasm ;  we  are  at  present  at  very  great  ex- 
pense, and  we  ought  to  act  prudently  with  oar 
finances,  or  they  will  soon  become  low.  At  the 
same  time,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentlemaa  ' 
from  Kentucky,  who  says  he  is  opposed  to  any 
augmentation  of  the  Navy,  and  asks  if  you  are 
willing  to  tax  the  planters  tor  the  building  a  navr 
and  the  protection  of  the  merehant?    Sir,  will 
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not  the  tame  reaaooiog  appljr  agaiost  the  mari- 
time towns  being  taxed  to  support  the  army  of 
10,000  men  in  the  West?  Gentlemen  say.  stay 
on  shore,  and  you  will  be  safe.  Sir,  hiay  we  not, 
io  return,  say  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  settling 
the  cheap  lands  of  the  interior,  keep  among  us; 
go  not  into  the  Indian  country;  we  cannot  be 
taxed  to  defend  you.  This  reasoning  will  apftly 
with  as  much  force  against  the  interior  as  theirs 
does  against  the  Atlantic  towns.  Sir,  we  are  all 
one  people,  and,  in  order  to  remain  so,  we  mast 
be  willing  to  defend  at  all  points. 

Mr.  Bassett  spoke  several  times  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.    The  following  is  the  substance  of 
the  whole  of  his  remarks : — He  said,  on  rising, 
that  it  was  with  no  feigned  diffidence  that  he  ad- 
dressed the  House.    I  shall,  said  he,  have  credit 
with  erery  one  in  the  assertion  that  I  am  most 
anxious  that  the  proposition  I  hare  made  should 
aucceed.    Must  I  not,  then,  deplore  the  feebleness 
of  voice,  the  want  of  force,  of  manner,  and  prompt- 
ness of  mind  and  thought,  which  limit  me  7  But 
I  shall  feel  compensated  if  the  House  will,  in 
heart,  join  me  in  regretting  tha't  a  cause  worthy 
of  the  first  of  advocates  has  fallen  into  such  puny 
hands.    For  the  caute^  then,  will  they  hear  me, 
and  for  their  countrv's  good  will  they  improve 
each  hint  I  may  let  fall,  bv  their  better  judgment. 
It  is  true,  sir,  we  have  little  experience — I  cannot 
boast  of  naval  knowledge  in  our  land — but,  yet,  we 
are  not  quite  deficient.    Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  it  is  on  the  first  principles  that  we  are  to  de- 
cide ;  that  we  are  to  mark  the  outlines  oolv,  which 
depend  much  on  general  reasoning,  and,  in  doing 
which,  we  may  resort  to  the  experience  of  others. 
I  will  follow  (though  with  unequal  step)  the 
course  taken  by  my  predecessor  last  year, and,  on 
the  question  to  fill  this  blank,  bring  the  whole 
aubject  before  the  Committee.  It  will  be  assumed, 
aa  then  proved,  that  protection  is  due  to  every  na- 
tional riffht.  which  cannot  be  estimated  by  pecu- 
niary calculation,  but  must  be  tested  by  national 
ability  only  to  defend  and  protect  them.    To  the 
mode  of  effecting  so  desirable  an  object,  I  shall 
confine  myself.     The  report  has  assutned  it  as  a 
principle  almost  of  instinct  to  oppose  like  to  like, 
and  80  says  the  history  of  man,  whom  we  find 
ever  availing  himself  of  the  improvements  of  his 
assailant  for  self-defence.    Hence  has  the  art  of 
war  become  to  all  nations  the  most  interesting 
aeience,  and  no  citizen  is  more  estimable  than  he 
who  can  direct  the  national  force  with  most  effi- 
ciency.   The  importance  of  a  naval  force  is  am- 
ply attested  on  record.    I  will  first,  sir,  poiqt  you 
to  the  conflicts  between  the  rival  Republics  of 
Rome  and  Carthage,  and  ask  you  to  remember 
the  agency  that  their  vessels  had  in  them.    Had 
the  Romans  confined  themselves  to  the  land,  never 
had  Carthage  been  destro)*ed.     The  history  of 
Europe,  from  Venice  to  Great  Britaii^  is  too  fa- 
miliar to  all  who  hear  me,  to  require  reference  to 
liarticulars.    It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  effect  of  naval  power,  as  it  passed  from 
nation  to  nation.    What  was  the  power  of  Ven- 
ice and  Genoa  when  they  led  the  van  of  naval 
power  ?    How  quickly  did  the  sceptre  of  Portu- 


gal rise,  as  she  assumed  a  station  on  the  ocean  L 
how  sink  as  she  lost  her  naval  preponderance ! 
How  did  a  navy  once  support  the  United  Prov- 
inces! and  how  is  it  now  the  salvation  of  Great 
Britain  I  Ic  is  then  a  fact,  that  a  naval  armament 
gives  effect  to  the  power  of  a  nation,  as  does  the 
musket  and  bayonet,  the  cannon  and  the  mortar. 
And  bow,  sir,  is  it  attempted  to  rebut  this  fact? 
By  showing  a  physical  disability  in  the  country 
to  avail  itself  ofthis  force  ?  No.  For  then  would 
they  be  rebutted  by  the  extent  of  our  coasts,  by 
the  materials  for  ship-building,  (so  ample,)  and 
the  known  habits  and  genius  ot  our  countrymen. 
as  each  day  is  evincing.  And  here,  sir,  1  wish  I 
could  follow  up  the  beautiful  figureof  my  friend, 
who,  on  a  former  occasion,  showed  you  our  Con- 
tinent, extending  to  eithdr  ocean,  with  the  finger 
of  Munificence  pointing  to  the  goodly  heritage. 
We  have  then  these  facts :  that  a  navy  is  a 

{lowerful  means  of  national  operation;  that  our 
ocal  situation  is  fitted  for  its  use ;  and  that  we 
have  the  necessary  materials.^  To  which  ic  is 
objected  that  your  infant  Navy  must  be  opposed 
to  one  which  has  reached  the  full  manhood  of 
power  on  the  ocean.  I  admit  it.  But  shall  we 
therefore  abiindon  the  ocean,  yield  our  birthright^ 
our  goodly  heritage,  without  a  struggle?  Or, 
shall  we  not  rather,  deducing  argument  from  ex- 
ample, like  the  gallant  Captain  Hull,  avoid  their 
fleets  and  capture  their  single  ships. 

I  am  aware  that  habit  impels  some  to  be  fear- 
ful on  this  subject,  and  the  experience  of  the 
past  will  not  convince  them.  With  diffidence, 
therefore,  do  I  refer  to  the  efficiency  of  twelve 
ships-of-the-line  and  twenty  frigates,  as  demon- 
strated last  session.  Let  roe  ask  of  gentlemen 
who  thus  think,  who  thus  feel,  to  examine  the 
extent  of  their  argument.  Does  it  not  go,  not 
only  to  the  abandonment  of  the  ocean,  but  to  the 
seacoast  also  ?  I  shall  trust  to  former  statements 
fur  the  magnitude  of  this  sacrifice,  with  the  ob- 
servation, that  abandoning  the  ocean  involves  the 
loss  of  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  tons  of 
shipping;  and  that  in  giving  up  the  coasts,  yon 
lose  a  valuable  portion  of  your  soil,  and  some  of 
your  fairest  cities.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  mag- 
nitude of  this  sacrifice,  because  I  cannot  believe 
that  Americans  will  abandon  any  right  which 
there  is  a  prospect  to  maintain^  I  cannot,  I  ad- 
mitj  answer  as  conclusively  the  objection,  that 
much  time  will  be  passed  before  this  force  can 
be  procured ;  yet,  I  believe,  that  a  mind  which  re- 
lied on  that  objection,  might  be  satisfied  that  late 
preparation  is  better  than  none.  Nor  could  a 
mind,  so  circumstanced,  fail  to  see,  that,  while 
makinff  preparation,  you  come  every  day  nearer 
your  object;  in  neglecting  it,  you  are  every  day 
further  from  it.  and  you  are,  in  neglecting  it, 
blending  ultimate  loss  with  temporary  sacrifice. 
Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  for  an  infant  nation,  or  a 
popular  Government,  to  be  deterred  by  the  want 
of  preparation?  What  is  it  that  the  youth  has 
not  to  prepare,  or  when  was  it  that  a  papular 
Government  taxed  itself  with  previous  prepara- 
tion? But  why  this  argument  of  despair?  What 
were  your  preparations  for  the  Revolutioaarj 
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war,  and  when  made?    After  an  arm f  was  in 
your  country.    Tet  were  they  then  made,  and 
effectually  made.    By  the  hraverf  of  oar  fathers 
car  soil  was  secured ;  on  us  it  rests  to  secure  our 
rights  on  the  water,  common  to  every  independ- 
ent nation,  and  as  clearly  ours  as  they  are  essen- 
tial to  our  interests.    What  is  this  argument  of 
infanc^r?    Had  not  the  Nary  of  Great  Britain  a 
beginning?    Yes.    There  was  a  time  when  Brit- 
ain had  no  ship.  What  then?  She  was  invaded, 
and  more,  she  was  conquered.    At  this  day  her 
wooden  walls,  as  they  are  proverbially  called, 
are  her  defence  and  protection.    Is  it  admitted 
that  the  British  fleet  secures  her  from  attack  ?    If 
so,  would  not  a  fleet  secure  us  from  attack  also? 
But  we  have  it  not    Is  it  not  then  our  duty,  as 
guardians  of  the  public  jnterest,  to  provide  this 
powerful,  this  necess&ry  means  of  defence?    But 
Bome  are  alarmed  at  the  cost.    Permit  me  to  re- 
enr  to  the  calculation  of  the  last  year.    And  first, 
as  to  the  information  derived  from  British  expe- 
rience, whose  example  may  be  taken  as  prece- 
dent on  maritime  subjects ;  at  least  they  make  a 
powerful  argument,  where  they  are  rejected  as 
full  proof,    in  recurring  to  British  estimates,  it 
certainly  was  unexpected  to  the  American  eye  to 
see  the  same  sum  charged  for  a  soldier  as  for  a 
sailor,  viz: dollars  per  month;  and  as  unex- 
pected, on  investigating  the  British  expenditures 
for  a  series  of  yearS;  to  find  that  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  Navv  are  found  less  than  those  for 
the  Army,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
Annual  Register.    In  corroboration  of  this  is  our 
own  history,  as  appears  from  the  calculations 
made  by  my  predecessor,  of  which  I  will  avail 
myself. 

Is  it  not  then  demonstrated  by  foreign  and  do- 
mestic experience,  that  a  naval  force  is  the  cheap- 
est the  nation  can  resort  to  for  defence  and  pro- 
tection? Is  it  not  also  proved,  that  a  force 
believed  to  be  competent,  might  be  obtained  at  a 
aom  greatly  within  the  means  of  the  Govern- 
ment— say  twelve  millions  of  dollars — or  a  fourth 
less  than  the  ordinary  amount  of  revenue  Jbr  a 
year  in  good  times  ?  Test  this  subject  in  another 
•way.  The  cost  of  your  Navy,  twelve  millions; 
^ive  up  the  ocean,  and  you  lose,  for  one  item,  one 
million  four  hundred  thousand  tons  of  shipping, 
which,  at  fifty  dollars  the  ton,  would  be  worth 
live  times  the  sum.  Yet  that  would  unquestion- 
ably be  the  least  item  In  the  account,  because 
that  would  be  but  one  loss,  while  that  of  your 
coasting,  and  other  trade,  would  swell  into  a 
great  annual  amount,  and  be  as  great  a  sacrifice 
of  convenience  as  profit.  Nor  is  such  a  conclu- 
sion the  less  to  be  deprecated,  because  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  foresee  all  the  evils  which  must  result 
from  the  abandonment  of  one  essential  right  of 
an  indepeiident  nation.  I  know  it  may  be  said 
by  those  who  view  this  subject  differently  from 
me,  that  they  do  not  mean  to  abandon  the  ocean. 
It  is,  then,  for  them  to  show  the  difference  be- 
tween not  abandoning  a  right,  and  not  defending 
it;  for  I  cannot  believe  that  any  gentleman  will 
contend  that  the  national  defence  shall  be  left  to 
privateers.    They  have  most  justly  been  consid- 


ered an  aid  to  the  national  arm,  but  Heaven  fot^ 
bid  that  they  should  be  relied  on  as  principal.  A 
private  arm,  with  power  to  shield  the  nation,  is 
what  I  could  not  contemplate  without  terror.  I 
cannot  believe  it  necessary  to  pursue  this  argu* 
ment. 

To  return  then :  The  force  adequate  to  the  de- 
fence of  our  seas  would  cost  twelve  millions.  I 
will  not  say  that  this  whole  expense  ought  to  be 
incurred  in  one  vear;  indeed,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
marked, that  of  the  twenty  frigates,  nearly  eight 
are  ready  for  service.  Let  the  principle  be 
yielded,  and  we  can  then  enter  on  the  calculation 
as  to  the  portion  which  mav  be  procured  each 
year.  The  decision,  too,  would,  in  my  judgment, 
be  the  strongest  inducement  to  the  enemy  to 
make  peace  when  the^r  saw  that  yon  were  pro- 
gressing to  a  force  which  they  could  not  meet. 
If,  indeed,  the  force  which  has  been  named  was 
not  altogether  adequate  to  the  object  of  defend* 
ing  your  own  waters,  you  would  find,  having  that 
force,  that  you  could  make  any  small  addition 
that  was  requisite  without  difficulty.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  opinions  of  others,  in  some  raeasare, 
did  the  select  committee  determine  on  the  nam-^ 
her  of  ships,  and  their  force,  to  be  procured  this 
year.  Thus,  if  the  first  blanks  are  filled  with 
four  seventy-six-gun  ships,  they  cost,  per  esti- 
mate. $333,000,  and  will  require  an  appropriation 
of  81,332.000.^    If  the  other  blank  be  filled  with 


six  thirty-eight  gun  ships,  which,  by  estimate,  cost 
$220,000,  the  requisite  appropriation  for  them 
will  be  $1,320,000.  For  the  sloops  of  war,  the 
last  blank  I  have  calculated  at  61,200,  which 
would  require  an  appropriation  of  $367,^00; 
which,  with  the  necessary  appropriation  for  the 
four  frigates  ordered  to  be  rebuilt  last  year,  viz : 
the  Philadelphia.  New  York,  (General  Greene, 
and  Boston,  will  amount  to  $3,500,000.  This 
would  give  you  four  seventy-sixes  and  eighteen 
frieates,  mostly  of  the  best  size.  Compare  the 
efficiency  of  that  force  with  the  interest  of  three 
millions  and  a  half,  the  cost,  and  yon  cannot  but 
be  gratified  with  the  result.  I  say,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  interest ;  because,  though  it  was  not  in 
the  province  of  the  select  committee  to  look  oat 
the  ways  and  means',  yet  was  it  so  interested  as 
to  their  object,  that  they  eoald  but  ask  how  was 
the  money  to  be  had;  and  they  were  satisfied 
that  three  millions  and  a  half  could,  with  facility, 
be  loaned  for  Navy  purposes.  I  state  this  with 
no  view  to  limit  .the  ways  and  means,  but  only 
that  until  the  subject  is  given  them  to  provide 
for,  the  House  might  not  be  embarrassed  with 
the  difficulty  of  money. 

With  the  hambie  hope  that  the  views  of  tha 
committee  have  been  shown  to  be  at  least  most 
reasonable,  if  qot  most  correct,  I  beg  leave  to  say 
a  few  words  as  to  the  different  kinds  of  vessels* 
proposed.  I  will  not  ask  that  the  Clerk  should 
read  that  excellent  letter  from  Captain  Stewart^ 
because  I  presume  every  gentleman  who  wishea 
information  has  read  it  more  than  once.  From 
that,  and  the  other  documents,  the  committea 
thought  themselves  warranted  in  recommending 
four  seveaty-sii-gon  ships.    In  addition  to  the 
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aufficient  retsons  offered  therei  that  a  large  ship,  | 
with  fewer  men  and  a  lest  cost,  will  be  more  effi- 
cient than  small  ooes,  by  the  table  A  it  is  most 
conclusively  evinced,  that  a  seventy-six.  at  one 
xoond,  throws  on  the  enemy  four  pounds  fourteen 
ounces  of  ball  for  each  man ;  whereas,  the  gun- 
boat throws  only  ten  ounces.  1  only  give  the 
extremes,  that  the  argument  may  be  the  more 
readily  taken.  Here,  too,  we  have  the  fact,  that 
aix  hundred  and  fifty  men  are  sufficient  for  a  sev- 
enty-six, while  four  hundred  and  twenty  are  re- 
quired for  a  frigate.  The  annual  expense  is.  for 
the  lar^e  shij),  $202.110 ;  for  the  frigate,  $110,000. 
While  m  action,  the  larger  ship  is  equal  or  supe- 
rior to  three  frigates.  To  support  this  calcula- 
tion by  figures,  we  have  the  opinions  of  Captains 
Hull,  Stewart,  and  Morris;  and  Mr.  Hamilion 
says,  that  all  the  officers  in  service  concur  in  the 
opinion ;  and  1  am  told  that  such  is  the  real  his- 
tory of  naval  ccmflicis.  Mr*  Hamilton  mentions 
one,  and  Captain  Stewart  mentions  another,  of 
four  French  frigates  attacking  a  British  seventy- 
four,  of  which  one  was  sunk,  two  taken,  and  the 
other  run  off.  I  fiod,  in  the  British  Armual  Beg- 
ieter^  two  cases,  which  I  will  read. 
.  I  owe  it  to  the  House  to  say,  that  I  am  told, 
that,  in  the  East  Indies,  there  was  a  novel  in- 
stance wherein  two  French  frigates  did  attack  a 
seventy-four,  and  carried  her;  but  as  accident 
sometimes  decides  the  fate  of  conflicts,  I  would 
suppose  it  miut  have  been  ao  then.  It  is.  to  say 
the  least  of -it,  a  decision  against  physical  force. 
The  other  cases  are  in  confirroatioii  of  the  phy- 
sical power.  The  like  result  was  evinced  in  the 
affair  between  the  President  and  the  Little  Belt, 
and  in  the  contest  between  the  Bssex  and  the 
Alert.  I  am  aware  that  some  most  respectable 
opinions  are  in  favor  of  frigates;  but  why  are 
they  in  favor  of  frigates  7  Because  ihey  say  that 
they  are  the  best  cruisers ;  and  to  that  opinion  I 
subscribe ;  and,  in  conformity  with  that  opinion, 
bare  those  who  have  thought  most  on  the  sub- 
ject ^^^^J*  recommended  a  targe  proportion  of 
frigates.  The  present  system  contemplates  eight- 
een to  four;  certainlv  a  sufficient  proportion  to 
avail  yourselves  of  all  the  advantages  of  cruising; 
while,  by  taking  the  four  seventy-sixes  into  your 
service,  you  provide  a  physical  lorce  eqoal  in  all 
to  thirty  frigates.  Lcanno^  but  think  that  it  is 
demonstrated  that  this  gives  a  force  equal  to 
thirty  frigates.  Moreover,  for  the  seventy-sixes, 
we  have  the  frames  nearly  for  four,  apd  they  can, 
I  have  been  told,  be  got  ready  for  sea  sooner  thun 
frigates. 

Suppose,  however,  that  our  caknlationa should 
prove  incorrect,  what  will  be  the  loss  of  a  million 
or  two  of  dollars  ?  whereas,  if  it  fives  partial  se- 
curity to  our  waters,  the  gain  wiu  be  many  mil- 
lions; if  it  brings  us  peace  one  year  sooner,  the 
jfreater  still  will  be  your  gain;  and,  my  word  for 
It,  the  ordering  only  of  these  large  skips  will  be 
the  strongest  neafce  argument  you  can  sound  into 
the  ears  of  the  British  Ministry.  I  feel  most 
sensibly  the  ioAnence  of  the  argument  that  if  we 
had  these  ships  now  there  might  be  no  objection 
to  the  experiment  i  b.«t  before  we  could  bnUd 


them,  peace  will  take  place^  and  they  will  be  use* 
less.  Good  Heaven  !  and  is  the  peace,  the  secu* 
rity  of  our  country,  to  be  thus  placed  on  the  haz- 
ard of  the  time  when  it  may  please  our  enemy  to 
^i  ve  us  peace.  This  was  the  argument  last  year  ! 
IS  now  used,  and  will  be  brought  up  again  and 
again,  until  the  guardian  genius  of  America  shall 
dispel  the  enchanting  influence  of  habit,  and  re- 
store to  the  natural  laws  of  physical  force  ibeic 
due  weight  in  the  minds  of  Congress.  It  is  true 
that  it  will  take  time  to  build  ships,  but  if  we 
have  shown  you,  as  I  trust  we  have,  the  necessity 
and  use  of  these  ships,  the  argument  ought  to  be 
the  stronger,  the  sooner  ought  you  to  be  preparing 
them.  The  time  when  is  certainly  n^ost  important, 
and  I  find  the  opinions  of  experienced  men  to  be, 
that  the  frames  of  the  seventy-sixes  being  al- 
ready seasoned,  they  ntay  -be  built  in  twelve 
months:  that  tlie  frames  for  the  large  frigates 
not  being  ready,  they  could  not  be  built  under 
eighteen  tnooths ;  for  the  sloops  of  war,  it  is  cal- 
culated that  they  might  be  procured  on  con  tract, 
and  that  our  large  towns  would  supply  good  ma- 
terials for  them,  and  from  six  to  ten  months  will, 
it  is  hoped,  put  them  to  sea.  This  view  is  cor- 
roborated by  a  memorandum  taken  by  a  man  of 
experience  from  the  British  dockyards.  It  was 
suggested  to  the  select  committee,  that  one,  two, 
or  more  of  the*  frigates  mi^ ht  be  contracted  for. 
It  was  thought  unwise  to  limit  the  Government, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  purchase  no 
old  vessel,  unless  it  be  under  very  particular  cir- 
cumstances indeed,  and  when  they  build  by  con- 
tract that  they  will  do  it  under  the  inspection  of 
an  a^ent. 

It  IS  cause  of  some  exultation  to  me,  that  our 
na  val  men,  where  the  opportunity  is  afforded  them, 
give  the  example  to  prove  our  theory.  As  I  am 
told,  orders  were' sent  from  Washington  in  Sep- 
tember to  Captain  Chaunoey,  then  at  New  York^ 
who  made  his  preparation,  took  his  workmeik 
with  him  to  the  Lakes,  and  some  days  since  we 
had  the  account  that  he  had  built  and  launched, 
before  November  was  out,  a  frigate  of  twenty-six 
guns.  The  gallant  Chauocey  enables  me  to  pre- 
sent an  argument  that  would,  could  I  do  it  justice, 
I  am  sure,  have  mudi  weighL  Will  any  gentle- 
man regret  that  this  twenty-six  gun  ship  has  been 
built,  though  the  mastery  of  the  Lakes  has  been 
acquired  without  it?  Neither  shall  we  regret 
the  building  the  seventy -sixes,  though  peace, 
which  God  send,  should  come  before  they  are 
launched.  There  is  yet  one  other  objection  too 
important  to  be  passed  over,  though  it  was  on  a 
former  occasion  so  ably  canvassed.  It  is  the  dif- 
ficulty of  getting  seamen.  That  difficulty  exists, 
1  do  admit.  Yet  is  not  the  difficulty  insurmount- 
able. Here  a^in  I  avail  myself  of  the  illustra- 
tions of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina. 

Let  me  add  that  it  is  an  admitted  fact,  that  oar 
ships  are  better  manned  than  the  British,  and 
though  the  high  price  of  seamen's  wage«  may  be 
a  cause  of  temporary  difficulty,  yet  it  will  have  a 
twofold  operation.  In  a  country  like  ours,  where 
at  least  thirty  thousand  men  are  yearly  growing 
into  service,  the  temptation  of  thirty  and  forty 
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dollars  per  moatb,  wkilsc  otdiatrjr  labor  is  seven 
or  eigiit,  will  soon  swell  the  list  of  yonr  seamen 
to  eqaal  any  demand,    it  m  to  be  remarked,  that 
«ble  seamen  make  all  ihe  diflieirftv,  and  the  pub- 
lie  serviee  alone  in  the  eourse  of  the  fear  greatly 
lemoTet  the  difficulty,  a<  many  who  enter  as  or« 
dinary  seamen  will  in  that  time  be  abl»  seamen. 
It  appears  from  the  documents^  thtit  in  1798-^  and 
1800,  that  you  had  in  serriee  four  thouaand  aMe 
seamen, ,  Taking  them  at  one-thJrd.  and  it  gi^«s 
yoQ,  in  twenty*two  thousand,  the  deficit  of  one 
thoQsand  able  seamen  only,  for  manmiog  twelve 
seventy-sixes  and  twenty  frigates,  a  deficiency 
which  every  one  will  see  must  be  more  than  made 
up  when  compared  with  the  increase  of  Ameri- 
ean  tonnage  since  1796,  or  on  comparison  with 
the  increase  of  population,    it  is  due  -to  this  sub- 
ject also  Ko  observe,  that  though  there  be  now  a 
difficulty  in  getting  seamen,  it  is  the  result  of  the 
number  oi  privateers  that  have  fitted  out,  and 
which  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  may  be 
supposed  to  lessen.    With  some  little  delay  we 
have  hitherto  manned  our  ships,  and  as  said  be- 
fore, better  than  the  British.    But  what  1  trust 
will  be  conclusive  on  this  part  of  the  argum^ent 
Is,  that  not  the  fact  but  presumption  is  brooght 
against  us,  and,  where  so  great  an  interest  is  at 
hazard,  I  will  not  suppose  that  surmise  or  doubt 
will  be  allowed  to  defeat  the  best  digested  plan. 
8pch  I  must  be  allowed  to  consider  that  presented 
to  the  view  tff  the  House  and  the  nation  by  my 
friend  from   South  Carolina.    I  would  ask  of 
those  who  diffifrr  with  me  on  this  subject,  to  look 
well  to  the  issue  at  stake.    To  abandon  the  ocean 
sweeps  by  the  board  9J\  the  fishing  and  shipping 
interests  of  America,  and  ^ill  wither  the  luxu- 
riant tendrils  of  Bastern  manufactures,  to  whose 
growth  and'tirength  the  fiacility  of  transportation 
IS  so  fssetatial.    More  than  half  the  product  of 
tbefarnier  is  gone,  if  his  heavy  productions  can- 
not be  water-borne  to  market.    The  cotton  of  the 
South  depends  muc|i  on  the  facility  of  carriage 
for  itsTaiue.    The  susar  of  Louisiana,  but  for 
the  highway  of  the  Atlantic,  would  reach  Us  at 
the  most  heavy  cost,  if  at  all.    Our  ships  being 
gone,  what  need  will  there  be  for  the  hemp  or 
eanvass  of  Kentnekv  ?    Thus  East,  West,  North 
and  South,  will  feel  as  if  the  palsy  was  on  them 
the  moment  you  abandon  the  ocean.    If,  then. 
there  was  onlv  a  hope  that  the  plan  ofiered  woolu 
secure  this  rignt,  I  would  entreat  of  the  |)atriotism 
of  the  American  Congress  not  to  take  away  even 
that  hope.    How  much  better  it  is  than  hope, 
let  the  earnest  we  have  in  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captains  Hull  and  Jones,  and  the  well-directed 
fire  of  the  Prestdent  and  the  Bssex,  declare.    The 
physical  force  is  placed  beibre  yon ;  it  is  yours, 
ye  guardians  of  the  American  people,  to  provide 
the  force.    The  Constitution  has  placed  the  di- 
rection in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  and  the 
.  «vent  is  in  the  hands  of  Heaven*    The  first  dntv, 
then,  is  ottrs  to  provide  the  force ;  and  I  should 
think  myself  most  fortunate,  eouid  I  be  the  instru-> 
Bient  to  gain  so  much  for  my  country  as  an  un- 
divided vote  on  this  question.  And  why  ?  Would 
it  be  tlie  pride  of  persooal  or  national  corret^nets  1 


Neither:  from  a  higher  source  would  my  plea- 
sure be  drawn.  It  is  the  knowledge  of  the  weight 
that  such  a  vote  would  give  my  conn  try  in  allits 
foreign  intercourse;  and  that  whether  it  be 
viewed  in  relation  to  the  nation  now  our  enemy, 
or  whether  you  view  it  in  relation  to  future  ami 
possible  conflicts  with  the  Qallican  chief;  or  if, 
descending,  you  look  only  to  the  pigmy  Power 
who  the  other  day,  in  the  person  of  your  offieeri 
so  grossly  insulted  you'-^in  any  or  all  these  views, 
an  undivided  vote  to  prepare  a  force  as  efficient 
as  that  now  presented  you,  would  keep  your  peace 
or  dc€end  you  at  war — would  save  you  from  ia- 
sult,  or  chastise  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  said, 
this  was  taking  a  fatal  leap.    I  would  ask,  Mr. 
Chairman,  why  fatal  ?    Is  it  fatal  because  most 
effieient.against  your  enemy,  or  is  it  fatal  from 
the  amount  of  the  cost,  that  is,  two  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars  1  or  is  it  fatal  because  it  is  the  moit 
rep«hlicaa  force,  or  because  it  excludes  from  your 
seaports  and  seacoasts  the  bristling  rampart  of 
bayonets  7    Tb  my  mind,  no  political  axiom  is 
more  true  than  thatrepublicaa  safety^  can  be  rather 
trusted  to  a  naval  than  a  land  force,  to  sevent^- 
fburs  than  regiments.    The  gentleman  his  again 
referred  to  the  difficulty  of  manning  your  ships, 
and  deems  impressment  indispensable.    Sir,  I  ad* 
mit  the  weakn«ss  of  our  nation,  and  lament  it 
too.    Yet  i  cannot  believe  that  tne  hard  handef 
tyranny  is  essential  to  their  well-being;  and  I 
legret  that  in  an  assembly  of  freemen,  that  this, 
the  most  if  not  the  only  detestable  example  Eng- 
land has  set  us  as  to  a  navy,  should  be  so  much  re- 
lied on.    Look  to  the  fact,  that  in  five  years  forty- 
two  thousand  seamen  deserted  from  the  British 
navy.    Look  to  the  fact,  that  their  prisoners  re- 
quire to  be  committed  to  return  to  their  own 
country.    It  is  with  no  little  pride  that  I  call  the 
Attention  of  the  gentleman  and  the  committee  to 
our  gallery.    Did  a  British  gallerv  ever  exhibit 
such  a  spectacle  1    No,  a  seamen  there  is  a  shivei 
and  seldom  puts  his  foot  on  shore  but  under  the 
^uard  of  an  officer.    Let  us  therefore  bccautloaa 
in  admitting  that  though  Great  Britain  has  been 
most  successAil,  that  she  owes  it  to  the  hard,  to 
the  iron  hand  of  impressment.    It  would  not  be 
difikolt  to  find  in  her  naval  institutions  other 
principles  to  which  the  mind  would  delight  to 
attribute  her  superiority,  rather  than  that  from 
which  we  cannot  but  turn  in  disgust. 

Mr.  Stow  said  be  should  not  consider  the  mo- 
tion made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Sbtbert)  as  going  to  defeat  the 
main  object  of  the  bill,  which  was  a  libeml  In- 
crease of  the  Navy,  because  he  understood  his 
intention  to  be  to  move  a  larger  number  of  frig- 
ates if  the  clause  for  seventy-fours  should  be 
stricken  out.  The  question  then  he  should  con- 
sider as  simply  whether  it  was  best  at  present  to 
build  any  ships-of-the-line,  or  to  confine  our  exr 
ertions  to  frigates  only  1  He  said  his  own  opin- 
ions had  leaned  pretty  strongly  to  the  latter  side 
fill,  as  a  member  of  the  Navy  Committee^  he  had 
been  led  to  a  more  careful  examination  of  the 
subject ;  andiie  confessed  that  that  examinatien 
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bad  fully  COD rineed^bim  of  the  utility,  and  he 
might  say  Decessity,  of  buildioc  some  line  of  bat- 
tle ships.  The  propriety  of  baildiog  theroi  as 
well  as  a  proportion  of  lighter  ships,  grew  out  of 
the  different  objects  to  which  they  were  to  be 
applied.  There  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  superior 
adfantages  of  frigates  and  sloops  of  war  when 
employed  in  cruising  against  our  enemy's  com- 
merce, but  whenever  the  object  is  to  repel  a  pow- 
erful force,  sbips-of-the-line  ought  to  be  resorted 
to.  They  form  batteries  infinitely  more  effective 
in  proportion  to  their  expense  than  friffates.  To 
illustrate  this — the  cost  of  a  seventy-four  is  less 
than  one-third  more  than  that  of  a  forty-four  gun 
frigate,  yet  the  force  is  as  three  to  one,  or.  accord- 
ing to  the  lowest  estimate  I  have  heard,  as  two 
to  one.  This  is  easily  explained  when  we  con- 
aider  that  to  make  a  seventy-four  is  little  more 
than  adding  another  deck  to  a  large  frigate.  It 
would  then  appear  evident,  that  unless  we  resorted 
to  this  kind  of  force,  we  should  fight  our  enemy 
on  the  most  unequal  terms.  She  could  at  aay 
time  lay  a  few  heavy  ships  at  the  months  of  our 
harbors  and  in  our  narrow  waters,  and  thus  ef- 
/eetually  destroy  not  only  our  foreign  trade,  but 
what  was  of  infinitely  more  importance,  shreould 
destroy  the  whole  or  our  coastiiyi^  trade. 

Further,  said  Mr.  S.,  knowing  that  we  have  no 
powerful  ships,  she  can  easily  protect  by  convoy 
«11  her  valuable  fleets ;  but  if  we  had  four  sbips- 
of-the-line  she  would  be  driven  to  the  enormous 
expense  of  convoying  every  fleet  of  merchantmen 
aailing  to  any  part  of  America  by  flve  or  six 
aeventy-fours,  or  they  would  be  exposed  to  cap- 
ture by  bur  fleet 

But,  said  Mr.  S.,  it  is  ob^ted  that  they  would 
be  blockaded.  This  objection  was  ecjually  against 
frigates,  but  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  put  it 

•  upon  that  ground,  that  Great  Britain  would  at- 
tempt to  blockade  them.  What  then  would  be 
the  case  7  She  must  employ  six  blockading  ships, 
aupported  at  an  enormous  expense,  at  such  a  dis- 
tance ;  and  as  had  been  fully  shown  by  th^  gen- 
tiemaa  from  South  Carolina,  (.Mr.  Chbveb,)  last 
year,  six  more  ships  at  least  must  be  occupied  in 
preparing  and  sailing  to  replace  the  first  six— thus 
employing  twelve  ships  to  four.  And  after  all, 
the  attempt  to  confine  our  ships  would  frequently 
be  rendered  abortive  by  storma.  Again,  it  has 
been  objected  that  we  had  no  harbors  south  of 
Montauk  Point,  in  which,  if  pqrsued,  ojir  ships 
eould  take  shelter.  If  by  this  was  meant  barely 
that  we  had  no  harbor  properly  fortified,  be  aa- 
mitted  it  was  true  ;  and  it  was  also  equally  true 
«s  applied  to  our  heavy  frigates ;  but  if  it  was 
meant  that  there  was  no  harbor  in  which  ships 

'  eould  enter  that  was  capable  of  beioff  properly 
defended,  it  was  entirely  err^oneous.  For  many 
auch  there  were,  and  where  sufficient  works  could 
be  erected  in  a  few  months. 

Mr.  S.  said  a  strong  reason  for  building  seventy^ 
fours  and  to  which  he  partianlarly  requested  the 
attention  of  the  Committee,  grew  out  of  the  state 
of  our  preparation.  We  have  timber  for  four 
aeventy-fours,  seasoned  and  ready  for  use,  which 
could  not  be  applied  to  frigates,  without  great 


loss.  And  this  axpkined  the  iaet,  that  we  could 
build  seventy-fours  sooner  than  frigates,  unleaa 
the  timber  thus  provided  should  be  cut  up,  which, 
after  years  of  deliberate  preparation  for  seventy- 
fours,  would  appear  like  children's  play.  lie 
said  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  he  thought  great  re- 
spect was  djue  to  experience.  That  many  years 
a|to  all  the  ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  natioua 
of  Europe  were  small,  but  that,  without  one  ex- 
ception, they  had  resorted  to  a  certain  proportion 
of  heavy  ships.  From  this  circumstance,  as  well 
as  from  the  uniform  opinion  of  our  own  ofiieersy 
he  inferred  that  these  weie  the  most  conclusive 
reasons  in  favor  of  them. 

The  question  waathen  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  seventy-fours,  and  negatived.  The 
Committee  lose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


FnioAT,  December  18. 

Mr.  Lbwib,  from  the  Commattee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  presented  a  bill  authorizing 
an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
Washington }  which  was  read,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, approbatory  of  the  conduct  of  the  General 
Qovernment  in  declaring  war  against  Qreat  Brit- 
ain.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting the  estimates  of  appiopriations  necessary 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1813;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means* 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  approving  the  re- 
.port  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  See- 
retary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  eet^  the  exterior 
lioe  of  the  public  land  at  West  roint,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,''  was  read  twice,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

REMISSION  OF  FINES,  &c. 

Mr.  QuiNOY  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  the  other  day  on  the 
subject  of  the  Merchants'  Bonds,  he  had  ukea 
occasion  to  advert  to  the  principles  adopted  by 
the  Treasury  Department  in  relation  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  auChorizing  the  remission  of 
certain  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures.  He  bed 
then  stated  that  he  considered  those  principlee 
not  to  be  justified  by  the  terms  of  the  law,  and  to 
be  essentially  opposed  to  the  principles  of  liberty 
and  the  safety  of  the  citizen.  A  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  taken  occasion  to  controvert 
the  provisions  laid  down,  and  to  doubt  whether 
further  examination  would  not  prove  an  error  ia 
the  statement.  Mr.  ft.  said  he  had  then  pledged 
himself  to  the  House  to  bring  forward  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  inquiry.  To  redeem  that 
pledge,  he  now  proposed  to  introduce  a  resolution* 
but  that  pledge  was  not  his  sole  inducement. 
Without  such  a  pledge,  he  said,  it  had  been  his 
intention  to  have  moved  a  resolution  for  siteh  aa 
investigation  of  this  sjubject  as  the  nature  of  it 
appeared  to  him  to  require*    As  the  House  were 
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alreadjr  tpprized  of  his  ticws,  he  Mtd  he  would 
noi  farther  intrude  oa  their  petieDce  tbaa  to  in- 
croduce  the  foUowiDg  resoiation : 

Ruohtdt  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  principles  and  practice  adopted  by  the  Treae- 
Qiy  Department  in  relation  to  the  revenue  lawi,  and 
to  the  mitigating  or  remitting  the  finee,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  accruing  under  the  same,  and  that  they  be 
instructed  to  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Blackledob  observed  that  the  whole  bear- 
ing of  a  resoiation  coald  not  be  at  once  eoopre- 
hended  by  hearing  it  read  from  the  Chair;  out, 
from  his  understanding'  of  this  resolre,  the  com- 
mittee to  be  appointed  under  it  would  perform 
their  duty  by  simply  stating  the  priocipfes  now 
practised  on,  without  going  back  to  the  practice 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government. 
As  the  object  of  the  gentleman's  observations  the 
other  day  appeared  to  be  to  impress  the  House 
with  a  belief  that  the  practice  recently  adopted 
at  the  Treasury  varied  from  that  originally  adopt- 
ed in  that  department  $  and  as  it  was  his  wish. 
Mr.  B.  aaid,  to  have  both  brought  before  the  pub^ 
lie,  he  wished  the  gentleman  to  permit  this  reso- 
lotioo  to  lie  on  the  table  until  to-morrow,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  the  sub- 
ject, and  make  the  motion  broader  than  it  now 
appeared  to  him  to  be. 

Kf  r.  QrUiNCY  said,  if  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
was  to  make  this  resolution  broader  he  should 
not  object  to  its  lyioff  on  the  table.  He  would 
make  but  a  single  observation  in  f^ply  to  the 
gentleman.  His  intention,  Mr.  d.  said,  had  been 
totally  mistaken  if  it  was  supposed  that  he  con- 
sidered the  circumstance  of  the  deviation  from 
the  old  construction  as  very  materia).  He  had 
stated  that  it  had  been  proved  to  bis  own  satis- 
Action  that  a  new  practice  had  taken  place  in 
the  Treasury  Department.  But,  new  ^r  old,  it 
was  a  practice,  let  it  have  been  adopted  when 
and  by  whom  it  will,  essentially  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty. 

The  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

INCREASE  or  THE  NAVY. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  in  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the*biU  to  increase  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Habpbr  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  **four"  and  inserting  ^'two**  ships-of-ihe- 
line,  with  a  view  thereafter  to  move  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  provide  for  two  additional  frig- 
ates and  six  sloops  of  war. 

Mr.  WioGERY  again  spoke  against  the  yeventy- 
fpurs,  and  in  favor  of  frigates  and  sloops  of  war. 

Mr.  Harper's  motion  was  negatived. — For 
the  amendment  45,  against  it  51. 

Mr.  Ci7TTS  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  seventy- 
fours,  with  a  view  to  increase  the  number  of 
frigates  to  be  biiilt  to  ten,  and  to  add  a  number  of 
sloops  of  war. 

Mr.  C.  i^ke  at  considerable  length  In  support 
of  his  motion,  and  in  favor  of  frigates  and  sloops 
of  war  in  preference  to  seventy-four  gun  ships. 


Mr.  SsTftBRT  spoke  again,  questioning  the 
correctness  of  the  estimates  for  seventy-fours. 
He  was  a  friend  to  a  gradual  increase  of  the 
Navy,  and  it  was  by  a  gradual  increase  only  that 
we  could  become  a  naval  power. 

Mr.  Bassett  spoke  at  great  length  in  support 
of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cutts's  remarks 
and  objections  to  the  seventy-fours. 

Mr.  CoTTB  replied. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  provision  respecting  seventy-fours,  and  was 
carried. — For  the  amendment  56,  against  it  53. 

Mr.  CuTTB  moved  an  amendment  authorizing 
the  building  of  ten  ships  of  war,  of  forty-four 
guns,  and  ten  sloops  of  war. — Motion  lost  by  a 
great  majority. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  proper  mode 
of  .proceeding  in  this  case^  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Bacon  then  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  considera^ 
tion  of  this  bill,  with  a  view  to  refer  it  to  the 
Naval  Committee. 

Before  the  question  was  decided,  however,  the 
House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNDAYi  December  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbett,  the  petitions  of 
J.  A.  Chevallie,  attorney  of  Amelie  Eugene  de 
Beaumarchais,  presented  on  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1805,  and  2J  of  April,  1806,  together  with  all 
the  documents  concerning  the  said  claim,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
amount  of  duties  and  drawbacks  on  goods  im- 
ported into,  and  exported  from,  the  United  State^ 
during  the  years  1809,  1810,  and  1811;  whick 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waye 
and  Means. 

A  message,  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  au- 
thorizing the  admission,  under  certain  eircum- 
stances,  of  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Uni>> 
ted  Slates  of  America,  with  their  cargoes,  from 
British  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope;" 
in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The^SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  lettet 
from  the  Secretarv  of  State  of  Louisiana,  en- 
closing copies  of  the  credentials  of  Thomas  BL 
Robertson,  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  presenttand  succeeding Congrresft 
from  that  State.— Referred  to  the  Committee  <rf 
Elections. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re^ 
olution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  ratifying  and  confirming  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Congress  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  Slates*,  respecting  the  acceptanceL 
on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ^ 
titles  of  nobility  or  honor  from  anv  foreign  Pow- 
er ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 
table. 
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CAPTURB8  AND  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Nafal  EstablishmeDt,  preseoted  a  bill  rehiif di;  to 
captures ;  which  Was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
Dext.    The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bill  relating  to  captures. 
Be  it  enaetedy  4^.,  Thitt  where  anj  ship  or  vessel  in 
tbe  serrice  of  the  United  States  shall  have  captured, 
or  maj  hereafter  capture,  a  ship  or  yessel  belonging  to 
'  an  enemy,  of  equal  or  inferior  force,  and  it  shall  be- 
come necesssiy  to  destroy  such  prize  to  prevent  her 
^Uing  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  for  the  security 
«f  such  ship  or  vessel  so  in  the  service  of  the  United 
€Kates,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  required 
4o  issue  his  commission  to  one  or  more  fit  person  or 
l^eraons,  who,  on  the  best  evidence  that  can  be  pro* 
«ared,  shall  proceed  to  estimate  the  value  of  such  ship 
«r  vessel,  priie  as  aforesaid,  in  the  port  intcwhioh  the 
capturing  vessel  shall  first  enter,  and  ma^e  return  on 
Oath  of  said  estimate  or  valuation  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  shall  thereon  proceed  to  spportion 
tbe  sura,  which  shsll  be  equal  to  one-half  the  said 
▼aluation  or  estimate,  as  prize  money,  among  the  offi- 
oen  and  crew  making  such  capture,  and  cause  the 
aame  to  be  paid  to  them  accordingly. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  oom- 
ftisaioned  officer  shall  receive  six  dollars  per-day  for 
fach  day  he  shall  be  employed  in  making  the  aforesaid 
Ostimate:   Provided,  His  compensation  shall  in  no 

ease  exceed dollars. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every  cap- 
tain or  commanding  officer  of  any  vessel  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  immediately  on  bis  comini^ 
into  port,  after  having  captured  a  ship  or  vessel  of 
oqual  or  superior  force,  shall  make  report  thereof  to 
^e  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  describing  particularly  the 
aiu  and  equipment  of  the  ship  or  vessel  so  destroyed, 
4aAd  the  nature  an^  extent  of  the  damage  done  her  in 
the  action,  as  also  the  causes  and  inducements  for  de- 
stroying his  prize,  which  report,  in  part,  shall  be  re- 
oaived  as  evidence  1^  the  eommissioners  aforeaaid. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
latary  of  the  Navy  shall  cause  the  account  of  Uie 
■UMiey  so  by  him  ordered  to  be  paidi  to  be  settled  at 
the  end  of  one  year,  and  all  the  unclaimed  dividends 
he  i^aU  cause  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Navy  Hospital 
Fund.  , 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
presented  a  bill  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on 
Doard  private  armed  ships;  'which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next.  The  bill  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

▲  Bill  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  .board  private 

armed  ships.    ^ 

Be  U  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  two  and  a  half  per 
Oentum  reserved  in  the  bands  of  the  Collectors  i^nd 
Consuls  by  the  .  act  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
'tweltrey  entitled  <'An  act  concerning  letten  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  prize  goods,**  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury, under  the  like  regulations  provided  for  other  pub- 
tic  money,  and  shall  constitute  a  fund  for  the  purposes 
of  thi«  act,  and  such  other  purposes  as  Congress  may 
Axect,  for  the  aid  and  comfort  of  the  seamen  of  the 
United  States. 


Sic.  3.  And  is  it  fwfihtr  enacted.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Na%y  be  authorized  and  required  to  place 
on  the  pension  list,  under  the  like  regulations  and  re- 
strictions as  sre  used  in  relation  to  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  any  officer  or  seamen  who,  on  board  of 
any  private  armed  ship  or  vessel,  bearing  a  eommissioift 
or  letter  of  rasrque,  shaU  have  been,  in  ^e  line  of 
doty,  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled ;  if  an  officer, 
allowing  Mm  one-hsif  his  monthly  pay  for  the  greater 
disability,  and  eo  in  proportion ;  and  if  a  seaman,  or 
acting  as  a  marine,  tne  sum  of  six  dollars  per  month 
for  the  greater  disability,  and  so  in  proportion ;  which 
several  pensions  shall  be  paid,  by  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  out  of  the  lund  above  provided. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  com- 
manding officer  of  every  vessel  having  a  commission, 
or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  shall  enter  in  his 
journal  the  name  and  rank  of  any  officer,  and  the 
name  of  any  seamen  who,  during  his  cruise,  shsll,  in 
the  line  of  his  duty,  have  been  wounded  or  disabled, 
describing  the  manner  snd  extent,  as  for  as  practica- 
ble, of  such  wound  or  disability. 

Sac.  4,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  col- 
lector shall  transmit  quarteriy  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  a  transcript  of  snch  journals  as  may  have  been 
reported  to  him,  so  far  as  tney  giv/»  a  list  <»  the  officers 
and  crew,  and  ihe  description  of  wounds  and  dieabili- 
ties,  the  better  to  enable  the  Secretary  to  decide  on 
eUime  for  pensions.   . 

DUTIES  ON  PRIZE  GOODS. 

Mr.  Cbbvbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Wafa 
and^Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury  to  remit  eertain  fines,  penalties  and  forfeit- 
ures, ret>orted  ihe  same  with  amendmenta,  the 
principal  one  of  which  is  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  and  the  dependencies  thereof,"  so  as  to  ezclade 
from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  the  cases  of  goods 
brought  in  from  Canada,  dbc. — The  bill  was  re- 
ferred toii  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  also  introdaced  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  were 
referred  so  much  of  the  petition  of  the  owners  and 
agents  of  sundry  t>rivste  armed  vessels  fitted  out  of  the 
port  of  New  York,  ss  prays  the  reduction  of  the  dotiee 
on  prise  goods,  and  the  petitions  of  sundry  owners  of 
privste  armed  vessels  fitted  out  of  the  port  of  Boston* 
and  of  sundry  owners  of  like  vessels  fitted  out  of  the 
ports  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  also  pnj- 
ing  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  prise  goods,  report : 

That  a  letter  fi^m  John  Ferguson  and  John  L.  Lau- 
rence, agents  for  the  petitioners  from  New  York,  and  a 
letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  both  address- 
ed to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  which  ac- 
company this  report,  contsin  all  the  facts  and  views 
which  will  probably  be  found  material  in  the  examina- 
tion and  consideration  of  this  subject ;  and  that  this 
committee,  having  maturely  considered  them,  are' of 
opinion,  that  a  reduction  of  the  duties  on  prize  goods, 
without  embracing,  at  the  same  time,  all  importations 
made  in  the  prosecution  of  the  ordinary  commerce  of 
the  country,  cannot,  consistently  with  sound  policy  and 
rational  legislation,  be  made,  and  that  s  general  reduc- 
tion would  diminish  a  revenue,  where  it  does  not  distress 
the  consumer,  and  would  not  produce  any  material  in- 
crease of  gain  to  the  captors.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, reconiaend  the  following  reaolve : 
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Riiohed,  That  it  w  indaqptdiMt  49  goal  iUfMsyvr 

of  th0  petitionen. 

DoeummU  referred  to  inihe  ohwe  report, 

WASHiiroTOir,  Nov,  2S,  18  IS. 

8im :  We  take  Uie  Jiberty  of  eadoeiiig  to  yon,  for 
the  inapection  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
snndry  papers  connected  with  the  application  by  the 
owners  of  privateers  in  New  York,  for  a  reduction  of 
duties  on  prise  goods.    They  are  as  MtotOr : 

No.  1,  exhibits  the  proceeds  of  the  schooner  Venns 
and  cargo,  captured  by  the  privateer  Teazer. 

No.  3,  is  a  statement  of  the  coit  of  the  privateers 
General  Armstrong  and  Goyernor  Tompkins. 

No.  8,  contains  extracts  of  letters  from  several  pri- 
vmteer  agents. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  are  (including 
the  accompanying  documents)  in  possession  of  three 
statements  of  prise  sales,  where  the  property  was,  in 
each  case,  of  a  different  character  from  the  others.  The 
cargo  of  the  New  Liverpool  consisted  (contrary  to 
our  impressions  when  befbfe  the  committee)  altogether 
of  wine^  amoonting  to  27,969  gallons,  whereon  the 
dirty  was  46  cents  per  gallon,  which  consamed  more 
thnn  ono-half  of  the  proceeds  of  vessel  and  cargo^  and, 
osanacted  with  die  other  charges.  Ml  the  owners  of  tho 
privateer  about  one-aisth  of  the  captured  property. 
The  Industry  was  kden  with  16S  bbls.*  saknon ;  and  tho 
benovoloDlintenttODs  of  the  privateenaMD  to  restore  to 
an  indigent  owner  tho  amount  of  her  loss,  terminatod, 
Jn  ooBaeqaanoe  of  tho  high  duties  and  chatges,  in  an 
inability  to  present  her  with  more  than  a  paltiy  sum, 
scarcely  worth  her  acceptance^  The  Venns  had  a 
eaigo  of  rum,  sugar,  firuit,  and  preserves,  which  pro* 
dnced  $17,637  68,  and  was  charged  with  duties 
amounting  to  $8,887  63.  The  vessel,  beinc  well  cal- 
culated for  a  privateer,  was  bought  in  by  iLo  captors 
f»r  that  business.  But,  experience  teaching  them  that 
the  pTo6u  of  private  naval  warfare  are  by  no  means 
equivalent  to  the  hasard,  they  have  abandoned  that 
intention,  and  are  now  offering  the  Venus  for  sale  in 
the  poMie  newspapers,  but  cannot  And  a  purchaser. 

Wo  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  that  great  anxiety  exuts  in  New 
York,  that  Congress  may  give  the  question  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  prise  duties  a  nwedy  decision ;  which,  if  favor- 
•blo,  wilt  revive  tho  spirit  and  seal,  now  expiring^  with 
which  priFateoring  was  undertaken  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war ;  and,  if  unfovorable,  'will  prevent 
thoeo  who  have  pntchased  vessels  for  warfike  enter- 
prises, in  which  tbev  cannot  now  dispose  of  any  intor- 
eat,  from  incurring  losses  acenmulated  under  fruitless 
expectations. 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  reminding  the  eom- 
mittee  that  no  naval  force  of  any  efficiency  can  be  sup- 
ported by  the  Government  but  at  an  expense  far  greater 
than  the  amount  of  the  duties  of  which  we  pray  the 
remission ;  and  that  there  is  probably  no  other  spedes 
of  naval  armament  half  so  destructiTs  as  privateers  to 
the  commerce  of  an  enemy. 

The  employment  of  a  great  number  of  experienced 
masters  of  vessels  and  seamen  necessarily  engaged  in 
them,  whose  services  could  not  probably  be  obtained  in 
sny  other  way,  and  whose  skill  and  intrepidity  produce 
so  much  honor  to  the  country,  forms  another  important 
eonsideration. 

To  these  may  be  added,  that,  in  no  other  way,  can, 
the  mercantile  interest  be^so  effectually  united  in  the 
support  and  prosecutioa  of  the  war,  as  by  oflering  in- 
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ducemen^  to  the  invostments  of  its  otherwise  unam~ 
ed  capital  in  such  enterprises, 
e  are,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vants, JOHN  FERGUSON, 

JOHN  L.  LAWRENCE. 

Hon.  L.  CaBTXs,  CKawmant  4re* 

TnsASUBT  BspAMTMsvT,  jDec.  8,  1818. 

• 

Sim :  The  documents  in  the  Treasury  do  not  yet 
aflbrd  any  satisfactory  information  reroeoting  the  value 
of  the  prizes  mai)e  by  private  armed  vessels,  or  the 
amount  of  duties  derived  from  that  source.  In  answer 
to  Uie  inquiry  of  the  comnuttee  respecting  the  proprie- 
ty of  diminishing  the  duties  on  priae  goods,  I  can  only 
take  an  abstract  view  of  the  subject. 

No  part  of  the  duties  on  prise  goods  ultimately  falls 
on  the  captors.  The  duties  on  importations  are  paid 
by  the  consumers,  whether  the  merchandise  be  ca^tur^ 
ed  by  privateers,  or  rognlarly  imported  by  merchants. 
There  may  be  accidental  exceptions,  arising  from  such 
a  superabundance  of  a  particular  article  as  will  sink 
its  price  below  the  prime  cost  and  charges.  It  is  not 
believed  that  this  is  now  the  case,  and  it  is  very  im- 
probable that,  during  the  war,  this  should  be  the  case, 
with  respect  to  any  species  of  foreign  .merchandiao 
whatever.  Co£be,  which  is  the  most  abundant  article, 
p^s  a  duty  of  ten  cents  a  pound.  The  price  for  ex- 
portation, in  which  case  no  duty  is  paid,  laabout  six 
cents ;  and  the  price  for  homo  oonsnmption  is  at  least 
sixteen  cents. 

Indeed,  it  is  evident  that  a  reduction  of  duties  will 
be  of  no  use  to  the  privateers,  unless  the  met cbandise 
continues  to  be  sold  at  the  same  price  as  if  the  duties 
had  not  been  reduced.  In  order  to  render  the  reduc- 
tion beneficial  to  the  captors  of  prize  goods,  the  consu- 
mers must  still  pa^  the  same  price  as  heretofore ;  the 
only  difference  bemg,  that  the  duty  thns  levied  upeo 
them  would  be  paid  to  the  captjiirs^  instead  of  being  paid 
into  the  Treasury. 

The  question,  therefore,  is  simply,  whether  it  be  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  pay  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
privateers  a  bounty  squaJ  to  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties  on  prise  goods,  asked  for  by  the  peti- 
tioners? 

The  argument  probably  urged  in  favor  of  that  meas- 
uro  is,  that  .the  bounty  would,  bv  incraasing  the  num- 
ber of  privateers,  have  a  tenuency  to  increase  the 
amount  of  captures.  Thus,  supposing  that  a  reduc- 
tion of  duties  to  one-half  of  their  present  rate  ahould 
produce  a  double  number  of  captures,  the  enemy 
would  be  annoyed  to  a  double  extent,  without  any  loss 
to  the  Treasury.  But  it  is  not  believed  that  the  in- 
tended effect  would  be  produced,  at  least  to  a  degree 
sufficient  to  compensate  for  the  loss  on  the  revenue,  or 
to  outweigh  another  forcible  objection,  to  this  measure* 

In  order  to  justify  the  payment  of  a  bounty,  it  must 
be  assumed,  either  that  the  price  at  which  some  cap- 
tured articles  can  be  sold  is  so  low  as  not  to  render  it 
worth  the  risk  to  send  into  port  vessels  laden  with  such 
articles ;  or  that  the  bounty  is  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  the  fitting  out  of  a  number  of 
armed  vessels  sufficient  to  capture  all  the  enemy's  ves- 
sels which  can  be  taken  by  privateers. 

The  first  position  is  not  believed  to  be  correct  There 
are  not  any  articles  constituting  the  mass  of  enemies' 


pays  the  highest  proportionate  dutj,  and  the  value  of 
which  is  most  radnced,  is  worth  six  cents  a  pound,  or 


436 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


436 


H.  OP  R. 


Fnerease  of  th€  Naty. 


Dbcbmbes,  1812. 


one  hondred  and  twenty  dolUn  per  ton.  Bnt,  if  the 
fiet  was  true,  the  true  remedy  would  he  to  dtminieh 
the  duty  generslly,  and  nottoj^veanexelutive  bounty 
to  the  owners  and  crewi  of  priTateera.  For  if  the 
article  be  not  worth  sending  in  after  capture,  it  muit 
be  altogether  impoaaible  for  the  importing  merchant  to 
pay  ita  prime  ooct,  freight,  and  insurance ;  and,  with 
those  charges,  to  import  such  an  article  without  con- 
•iderable  lose.  As  the  last  positibn  reata  on  conjec- 
ture, it  is  less  sttscepUble  of  being  conclusiyely  refuted. 
It  appears,  howeyer,  highly  probable,  that  a  greater 
number  of  privateers  has  been  and  will,  without  any 
bounty,  continue  to  be  employed  than  is  necessary  !br 
the  greatest  possible  annoyance  to  the  enemy's  trade. 

All  common  regular  occupations  will  generally  find 
their  own  level ;  and,  if  left  to  themselves,  the  Oapital 
and  labor  employed  on  each  will  regulate  themselves 
so  as  to  leave  a  moderate  but  adequate  profit  to  the 
persons  respectively  engaged  in  each  branch.  Some 
occupations,  important  to  the  community  at  large,  may 
be  so  unprofltabie  as  not  to  be  pursued  to  the  extent 
required  by  the  pubHc  interest.  These  form  an  excep- 
tion, and  may  require  an  extraordinary  encouragement 
from  Government  But  experience  shows,  that  the  oc- 
oupations  where  profit  depends  wholly,  or  in  a  great 
degree,  on  hazard,  are  generally  overstocked  and  attract 
a  considerable  capital,  although  there  be  a  certain  losa 
in  ^e  aggregate.  This  is  dally  exemplified  in  the  case 
of  lotteries,  which  are  filled  although  there  is  a  certain 
and  acknowledged  loss  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  amount  of  capital  thus  laid  out  by  the  adventu- 
rers. The  hope  of  a  prixe,  the  uncertain  and  improb- 
able chance  of  an  easy,  prompt,  and  great  profit,  are 
anflieient  inducements  to  produce  that  effect  The  oo- 
cupation  of  privateers  is  precisely  of  the  same  species 
with  respect  to  hazard  and  to  the  chance  of  rich  prizea, 
and  is,  at  this  moment,  still  more  encouraged  by  the 
want  of  employment  for  the  capital  and  seamen  here- 
tofore engaged  in  ordinary  commercial  pursuits.  . 

If  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  it  necessarily 
follows  that  a  bounty  may  indeed  still  more  increase 
the  number  of  privateers,  but  without  increasing  in  any 
proportionate  degree  the  number  of  captures ;  that  of 
existing  privateers  being  already  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  quantity  of  food  affordea  by  the  enemy's  trade. 
The  only  probable  efiect  will  therefore  be  a  diminution 
of  revenue,  which  must  be  supplied  by  another  tax, 
and  an  unprofitable  application  of  the  national  capital 
and  labor,  without  inflicting  any  additional  sensible  in- 
jury on  the  enemy. 

Should,  however,  the  opinion  thus  formed  be  consid- 
ered as  erroneous,  there  is  another  forcible  objection  to 
the  mode  now  proposed  of  giving  an  encouragement  or 
bounty.  I  allude  to  the  tempUtion  and  facility  which 
the  vicinity  of  the  British  colonies  affords,  of  making 
collusive  or  pretended  captures  of  British  prohibited 
merchandise.  It  has  been  suggested,  -from  a  source  in 
which  confidence  may  be  placed,  that  arrangements 
were  already  made,  or  at  least  contemplated,  for  that 
object  A  reduction  of  duties,  by  increasing  Uie  profit, 
would  operate  as  an  insurance  on  the  risk,  and  assist 
in  defraying  the  expenses  attending  the  transaction.  It 
seems  that,  even  supposing  some  additional  encourage- 
ment to  be  neceasary,  it  would  be  preferable  to  give  it 
in  some  other  shape,  which  should  not  be  calculated  to 
promote  those  fraudulent  operations. 

It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  state  that,  it  is  doubtful 
whether,  by  the  existing  laws»  private  armed  vessels 
and  their  prizes  aw  liable  to  the  payment  of  tonnage 


duty,  and  that  the  aaftmett  thus  employed  are  eertainly 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  hospital  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reqpect,  air,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  L.  Chxvss,  Chairman.  4rt* 

The  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  depending  on  Friday  at 
the  time  of  adjournment,  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from ^  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  of  this  House,  and  of  tha 
bill  of  the  Senate,  "  to  Increase  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States^"  and  that  the  said  bills  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment— when,  Mr.  Bacon  withdrew  his  said  mo- 
tion, and  the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bills. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  HAaPsa  to  recon- 
sider the  motion  for  striking  out  the  aeventyo 
fours.  He  made  this  motion  beeauae  he  was  a 
friend  to  an  increase  of  the  Nary,  and  would 
agree  to  build  sefenty-fonra,  if  be  eould  Dot  ob- 
tain other  descriptioni  of  reasels* 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  was  agreed 
to— 54  to  41. 

Mr.  Bacon  spoke  against  this  motion.  Though 
in  faror  of  an  rocrease  of  the  Nary,  he  was  op- 
posed to  seventy-fours. 

Mr.  Basbitt  spoke  in  reply,  at  considerable 
length. 

Mr.  Gholson  spoke  generally  in  favor  of  an 
increase  of  the  Nary,  and  in  faror  of  the  biU 
from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stow  followed  in  support  of  serenty- 
fours. 

Mr.  Troup  also  spoke  in  faror  of  seven ty-fouf- 
guu  ships,  which  he  warmlv  advocated,  as  well 
as  a  general  ioc^ase  of  the  Nary. 

Mr.  H,  Clay  explained  the  reasons  why, 
though  decidedly  in  favdr  of  an  increase  of  the 
Navy,  be  was  opposed  to  seven ty-four-gon  ships. 

Mr.  WiDOfiRT  again  apoke  on  the  same  side  of 
the  questiob. 

Mr.  Calboon  spoke  at  some  length  in  faror  of 
an  increase  of  the  Navy  on  general  principles, 
and  of  even  a  larger  force  than  was  proposed 
now  to  be  added  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  RoBBRTs  spoke  in  faror  of  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  subject,  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
further  information  on  the  subject  of  the  proba- 
ble cost  of  the  proposed  increase,  dbe. 

Mr.  Pleasants  spoke  decidedly  iii  faror  of 
an  increase  of  the  Nary,  and  of  the  force  now 
proposed  to  be  erased  from  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  oat 
the  serenty-fours,  and  negi^tired — For  the  amend- 
ment 52;  against  it  58. 

Mr.  H.  Clay  proposed  then  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  word  ^  forthwith,"  and  sub- 
stituting the  following  clause :  *^As  soon  as  sati- 
able materials  can  be  prorided  therefor ;"  so  that, 
if  the  materials  were  on  hand,  these  ressels  might 
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be  built ;  and,  if  not,  that  tbe  materials  should 
be  first  procured.  This,  he  said,  woald  remove 
a  great  objection  iu  his  miod  to  the  bill,  arising 
from  the  doubt,  whether  suitable  materials  w^ere 
on  hand  forthwith  to  build  these  vessels. 

Tbe  moiioQ  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  thea  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  with  the  amendment,  whieh,  after  some  ob- 
jections to  it  as  unnecessary  from  Mr.  Rbeu,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur* 
tber  consideration  of  the  report  to  tne  first  Mon- 
day in  January,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  an  of- 
ficial report  on  the  subject  of  the  timber,  and  the 
probable  cost  which  will  result  from  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WinoBBY  opposed  it,  and  Mr.  Macon  sap- 
ported  it. 

The  question  was  th%n  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone, '  and  decided  in  the  nefrative  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follow — yeas  45,  nays  T7: 

Ybas — Daniel  Avaiy,  David  Bard,  William  Bamett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  William  BoUer, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton^  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Roger  Davit,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnel 
Dinsmoor,  £Usa  Earle,  WiiUam  Findley,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Felix  Grundy,  ISoUing  HaU,  Obed  HaU, 
Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hjneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Abner  Laoock,  Aaron  Lvle,  Nathanial  Macon,  George 
0.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  Samnel  McKee,  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
PiclMns,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Bbenezer  Sage, 
Samuel  8haw,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
Strong,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  and 
David  R.  WUIiams. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  Abijdbi  Big- 
elow,  William  Blaekledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  f'raneis  Carr,  Epaphroditos  Cham- 
pion, Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas 
0.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condict,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Charies  Ckildsborongfa,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Joseph  Kent,  William 
R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Archibald  McBivde,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Alexander  McKim,  James  Milnor*  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newboid,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jnn.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Jonah  Qoincy,  WiUiam  Reed,  WiUiam  M.  Richard^ 
son,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas 
Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Heybert,  Daniel  Shef- 
fey,  George  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Geori^e  M.  Troop,  Pierre 
Van  Cordandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
William  Widgsry,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  CuTTB  then  renewed  the  motion  he  had 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  ont  the  provision  respecting  sev- 
enty-fours, and  inserting  ten  frigates— 

When  B  motion  was  Baade,  and  carried,  to 

BdjOHTD. 


TuBBDAT,  December  82. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  ad- 
mission^  under  certain  circumstances^  of  vessels 
owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, with  their  cargoes,  from  British  ports  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  was  read  twice,'  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  resolution  moved  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr. 
duiNCT,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  mode  of  adminis- 
tration of  our  revenne  laws  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, was  taken  up  and  agreed  to;  and  Mr« 
duiNCTjMr.  WiLLiAM8,Mr.  Bibb, Mr.  McBRyni, 
and  Mr.  Blaoklboqe,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Grcndy,  moved  (he  following  resolution : 

JUMohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  timber  prepared  for  ship  building  now  on 
hand,  and  also  the  places  at  which  the  same  is  depos- 
ited, and  the  quantum  and  kind  of  additional  timber 
which  may  be  requisite  to  complete  four  seven ty-foar 
gnn  ships ;  and  his  opinion  of  the  time  in  which  such 
ships  can  be  prepared  for  service. 

On  this  resolution,  and  an  amendment  thereto 
proposed  by  Mr.  Rbbo,  a  discussion  of  some  length 
took  place,  as  well  on  the  policy  of  increasing  the 
Navy,  as  on  tbe  proposition  before  the^House ;  in 
which  Messrs.  Reed,  Blackleoge^  Gbundt, 
Tallmadge,  Robbrts,  Cuttb,  and  Bassett, 
took  part. 

Mr.  CiTTTS  moved  that  the  resolution  and 
aihendment  lie  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Widoe^y,  and  o()posed  by  Mr. 
Alston,  on  the  ground  that  the  friends  of  naval 
augmentation  would  have  their  views  furthered 
by  the  inquiry  proposed,  rather  than  embarrassed. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Cutts's  motion  was 
takep  and  carried — ayes  51,  noes  44,  and  the  rea- 
olutfon  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  accordingly. 

IMPRISONMENT  OF  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

The  SPEA.KBB  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing Message  from  the  President  of  tee  United 
States : 

To  ike  Home  of  Repreeeniativee  of  the  Vhiied  Siatee  .• 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  axeport 

of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complyiag  with  their  reaoln- 

tion  of  the  9th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
DxcxxBia  21, 1812. 

DxPAmTXsirT  op  Statx,  Dee.  19,  1812. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  ef  the  House  «€  Representatives  of  the  9th 
instant,  leqnesting  information  touching  the  oondnct 
of  British  officers  towards  persons  taken  in  Am^can 
armed  ships,  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President 
the  accompanying  papers  marked  A,  B,  C,  from  which 
it  appears^  thet  certain  persons,  some  of  whom  are  said 
to  be  native,  and  others  naturalised  dtixensof  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  being  parte  of  the  crews  of  the  United  States' 
armed  vessels  the  "Nautilus"  and  the  *<Wasp,"  and  of 
the  private  armed  vessel  the  ''Sarah  Ann,"  have  been 
seised,  vnder  the  pretext  of  their  being  Biittsh  sub* 
jeets,  by  British  ofBcers,  for  the  avowed  purpose,  as  is 
nndeistood,  of  having  them  brought  to  trial  for  their 
Uvea,  and  that  others,  being  part  of  the  crew  of  the 
Nantilns,  have  been  taken  into  the  British  service. 
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The  Secretary  of  State  bega  laave  alio  to  lay  before 
the  President  the  papeza  marked  D  and  £.  From 
theae  it  will  be  aeen,  that  wbilit  the  Britiih  naval  offi- 
cers arrest  as  criminals  such  persons  taken  on  board 
American  armed  vessels  as  they  may  consider  British 
subjects,  they  claim  a  right  to  retain  on  board  British 
ships  of  war  American  citiiens  who  may  have  married 
in  England,  or  been  impressed  from  on  board  British 
merchant  vessels ;  and  that  they  consider  aii  impressed 
American,  when  he  is  discharged  from  one  of  their 
ships  as  a  prisoner  of  warr  All  which  is  respeetftiUy 
•obmitted.  JAMES  MONSOE. 

(A.) 

Sir  John  Borkue  Warren  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

Halt»ix,  September  30,  1818. 

Sib:  Haying  received  information  that  a  most* un- 
authorized act  hss  been  committed  by  Commodore 
Bodgers,  in  forcibly  seizing  twelve  British  seamen, 
prisoners  of  war,  late  belonging  to  the  Guerriere,  and 
taking  them  ont  of  the  Englirfi  cartel  brig  Endeavor 
on  her  passage  down  the  harbor  of  Boston,  after  they 
had  been  regularly  embarked  on  board  of  her  for  an 
exchange,  agreeable  to  the  arrangementa  settled  be- 
tween  the  two  countries,  and  that  the  aaid  British  sea- 
men, ao  aeiied,  am  now  detained  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate  President  as  hostages;  I  foel  myself 
called  apon  to  request,  sir,  your  most  serious  attention 
to  a  measure  so  fraught  with  mischief  and  inconve- 
nience, destructive  of  tha  good  faith  of  a  flag  of  truce 
and  the  sacred  protection  of  a  cartel. .  I  should  be  ex- 
tremely aorry  that  the  imprudent  act  of  any  officer 
should  involve  consequences  so  particularly  severe  as 
the  present  instance  must  naturally  produce,  if  repeat- 
ad  ;  and  although  it  is  very  much  my  wish,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  *diffi)rences  existing  between  the 
two  countries,  to  adopt  every  measure  Uut  might  ren- 
der the  effect  of  war  less  rigorous,  yet,  in  another  point 
of  view,  the  conviction  of  the  duty  I  owe  my  country 
would,  in  the  event  of  such  grievances  as  I  have  alrea- 
dy stated  being  continued,  not  admit  of  any  hesitation 
in  retaliatory  decisions ;  but  aa  I  am  strongly  persnad* 
^d  of  the  high  liberality  of  your  aentimenta,  and  that 
the  act  complained  of  has  originated  entirely  with  the 
officer  who  committed  it,  and  that,  it  will  be  as  censur- 
able in  your  consideration  as  it  deserves,  I  rely  upon 
your  taking  auch  steps  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
epnduct  ao  extremely  reprehensible  in  every  ahape. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  hlgheat  considera- 
lion,  air,  your  moat  obedient  and  most  faithful  humble 
aervant,  JOHN  fiORLASE  WARREN, 

AdminLlofthe  Blue^  Comfnander-m'Chief,  4^ 

Jahxs  Movbob,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Sir  John  Borlan  Warren, 

Dbfabtmsvt  or  Stats,  Oct.  36,  ISIS. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
(he  30th  September,  complaining  that  Commodore  Rod- 
gara,  eommanding  a  squadron  of  the  United  States* 
Mavy  at  the  port  of  Boston,  had  taken  twelve  British 
aeamen,  lately  belonging  to  Hia  Britannic  Majeat/s 
■hip  the  Guerriere,  from  a  cartel  in  the  harbor  of  Boa- 
ton,  and  that  be  had  detained  them  on  board  the  Prea- 
ident,  a  frigate  of  the  United  'Statea,  aa  hostages. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  yon,  that  inquiry  shall  be 
Made  into  the  eircumatances  attending,  and  the  causes 
which  produced  the  act,  of  which  you  complain ;  and 
that  auch  measures  will  be  taken,  on  a  knowledge  of 
them,  aa  may  comport  with  the  rights  of  both  nationa, 
•ad  may  be  proper  in  the  case  to  which  they  relate. 


I  beg  you,  air,  to  be  assured  that  it  is  the  sincere  de- 
sire of  the  President  to  see  (and  to  promote,  so  far  as 
depends  on  the  United  States)  that  the  war  which  ex- 
ists between  the  two  countries  be  conducted  with  the 
utmostregard  to  humanity.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Sir  JoHv  B.  WiBBBir,  Admiral  of  the  Bluet 
Commander'tn^Chief  4*^. 

(B.) 

WisHiiroToir,  Dee,  17,  1812. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  annex'  a  list  of  twelve  of 
the  crew  of  the  late  United  States'  sloop  of  war  Wasp» 
detained  by  Captain  John  Bereaford,  of  the  Britbh 
ship  Poictiers,  under  the  pretence  of  their  being  British 
subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfhlly,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant 

GEORGE  S.  WISE,  Puroer. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  Seer'y  Navy. 

[Herti  follow  several  other  documeotsi,  not 
deemed  of  material  importance,  except  the  fol- 
io wing  :J 

(C.) 

Extrmet  of  a  UiUt  from  MtUoir  General  Pinofmey  te 
the  Seeretary  of  War,  dated 

HxAB^VArnxxsa,  Ctf  AHiasToir, 

l^ovember  4, 18  IS. 
**  Information  having  been  given  upon  oath  to  Liea- 
tenant  Otandison,  who  at  present  commands  in  the 
Naval  Department  here,  tliat  six  American  seamen, 
who  had  been  taken  prisoners  on  board  of  eur  priva- 
teers, had  been  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as  British 
sttljeats  for  treason,  he  called  upon  the  marshal  *to  re- 
tain cjottble  that  number  ofBritith  seamen  as  hostages. 
The  marshal,  in  consequence  of  instructions  from  the 
Department  of  State,  asked  my  advice  on  the  subject, 
and  I  have  given  my  opinion  that  they  ought  to  be 
detained  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  shall  be 
known.  The  testimony  of  Captain  Moon  is  herewith. 
I  hope,  sir,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  have  this 
business  put  in  the  proper  train  to  have  the  Pieaident'a 
pleasure  on  this  subject  communicated  to  the  marshal." 

The  Message  and  documenta  were,  od  motion, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

INCREASE  OP  THE  NAVY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  for  increasing  the  Nary  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr%  Roberts  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
provision  of  the  bill  for  buildiog  seventy-four  gun 
ships;  which  was  decided  in  the  negaiive  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  For  the  motioo  57, 
against  it  65,  riz : 

Tais — Daniel  Avery,  ^zekiel  Bacon,  David  Baid* 
William  Barnett,  WilKam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WilKam  Butler,  Bpa- 
phroditus  Champion,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Wiltiam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  JoMph 
Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  Ja6ob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Ridiard 
M.  Johnson,  Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Geoige  iX,  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William 
McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Jamea  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  NewboM,  Bta^bmt 
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Ormsby,  Ifrael  Pick60%  Benjamin  Pond,  JSlisbm  R. 
Potter,  John  Rhet,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta, 
William  Rodman,  Ebaneser  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samnel  Shaw,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Strong, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUiama,  William  Wid- 
gei7«  and  Richard  Winn— 57. 

Najb — Willis  AWton,  junior,  William  Andenon, 
John  Baker,  Burwell  Baaaett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wil- 
liam  Blackledf  e,  HarmanuB  Bleecker,  Jamea  Brecken- 
ridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Cair, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chiftenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condict,  John  I)aveni$ort, 
junior,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charlea 
Goldsborough,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Rich- 
ard Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Ssmuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Jo- 
aiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Sevier, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Philip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tra- 
cy, George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomaa  Wilson->65. 

Mr.  RoBgBTB  theo  moyed  a  new  section  Co  the 
bill,  providing  for  the  eqaipiaeBt  fortbwitb,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill,  of 
six  sloop»  of  war. 

This  motion  was  also  Desatived — ayes  44. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

MERCHANTS'  BOND& 

The  HoDse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  oo  the  bill  from  the  Sedate  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  to  remit  fines, 
forfeitores,  and  penalties,  in  certain  cases,  ana 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  severally  agreed  to  > 
when 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  strike  oatthefir^t  sec- 
tion, with  a  view  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  object  and  prineiples  of  the  bilL 

This  motion  ^ave  rise  to  considerable  debate, 
In  which  Mr.  Robbrtb  advocated  his  motion, 
and  argued  against  the  object  of  the  bill;  who 
was  replied  to  by  Messrs.  Gold  and  Chbvss. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion, 
and  loet — ayes  50,  noes  56. 

Mr.  H.  Clat  renewed  a  motion,  made  bv  him 
some  days  ago,  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  eame  subject,  which  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill,  with  the  amendments  to  the 
House ;  and  the  House  proceeded  to  consider 
the  itame. 

Mr.  GnoLaoir,  after  some  introductory  remarks, 
made  a  motion  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the  words 
15th  day  of  Beptember/'  and  insert  "  let  day  of 
August." 


This  motion  was  debated  at  considerable 
lenjilftb ;  Mr.  Gbolson  advocated,  aud  Messrs. 
Cbev£8  and  Gold  opposed  It. 

The  question  on  the  motion  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  lost,  as  follows : 

Ya4S — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Daniel 
Avery,  David  Bard,  William  Bamett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd» 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Bntler^ 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  WU* 
liam  Crawford,  Roger  Dans,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samnel  Dinsmoor,  Elian  Barle,  William  Find* 
ley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Grholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Felix  Gnindy,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Peter  Littie, 
Aaron  Lvle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Maxwell, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  James  Morgan,  Jere« 
miah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Orrasby, 
Israel  Piekins,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser 
Sage,  Samnel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Wil- 
liam  Strong,  John  Tsliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Rik 
bert  Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn--6S. 

Nats— Esekiel  Bteon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bige- 
low, Hsirmanns  Bleecker,  James  BredEenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Epaphro* 
ditns  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chitten- 
den^ Matthew  Clay,  Thomas  B.  Coc^e,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,.  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Tho- 
mas R.  G6ld,  Charles  Goldsbomugh,  Edwin  Gmy, 
Boding  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Jo* 
seph  Kent,  Abner  Laoock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jun.,  William  Lowndes,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Wm. 
Reed,  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Wm. 
Rodman,  Thos.  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Daniel  Sheffey,  Ridiard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge, Uri  Tracy,  Gharlbs  Turner,  junior.,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheatoni  Leonard  White, 
William  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson— 63. 

Mr.  Little,  after  some  prefatory  remarks, 
moved  that  the  words  **  ordered  and  placed  at 
the  risk  of  American  cttizeos  prior  to  the  2d  day 
of  November,  1810,"  be  inserted  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nblson  rose,aad  in  a  speech  of  some  len^h 
entered  ioto  an  animated  discussion  of  the  policy 
of  the  bill ',  in  which  he  declared  himself  in  favor 
of  extending  relief  to  the  merchants,  and  against 
any  discrimination. 

Several  motions  to  adjourn  were  made  with* 
out  success. 

The  question  on  Mr.  {jITtlb's  motion  was 
taken  and  lost — ayes  45. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
pays,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and 
carried — 62  to  58,  as  foUows : 

YsAs-.~Wil]l8  AlstMi,  junior,  Exekial  Baeon,  Joha 
Baker,  Abijah  ■  Bigetow,  HaraMUitis  Blaecker,  Jamea 
Breekeniidge,  Elijah  Brigham.  William  A.  Burwell, 
John  C.  Calheoii,  Francis  Carr,  Epaphroditns  Cham* 
pion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  lliomaa 
£L  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  £ly» 
Jamae  Enott,  Jamea  Fisk,  Asa  Fitdi»  Thmm  R. 
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Gold,  CKariei  Goldaboroufh,  Edwin  Ony,  IiaUh  L. 
Green,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackeon,  junior,  Joseph 
Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lewis,  junior,  William 
liowndee,  Archibald  MoBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
Jamea  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Mooe* 
ley,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Joeeph  Peanon,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Jamea  Pleaeanta,  junior,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Jo- 
aiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardaon, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Thpmae  Sam* 
mons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheflby, 
Richard  8un(brd»  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B«  Starges, 
Samuel  Taggvt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charlea  Turner,  junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Laban 
Wheeton,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  Williams,  Wil- 
liam  Widgery,  and  Thomas  WiIson<^63. 

Nats— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William 
Bamett,  Burwell  Basaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blacklcdge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Lewb  Condictv  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M*  Hyne- 
man,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
George  C  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormeby,  Israel  Pickens, 
Benjamin  Pond*  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  WhitehiU, 
and  Richard  Winn. 


Wednbsdat,  December  23. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Louisiana,  Tho- 
MA.B  BoLLiNQ  RoBERTsoN,  appeared,  produced  his 
credeatiais,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hodgson, 
Draying  indemnification  for  a  loss  sustained  by 
ore  of  a  building,  at  the  time  (1800)  occupied  by 
the  War  Department.  [The  report  declares  the 
petition  reasonable,  and  that  it  ought  to  begrant- 
ed.]    Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increaae  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time;  and 
the  question  beine stated,  "Shall  the  bill  pass?'* 

Mr.  McKeb  spoke  at  considerable  length  against 
its  passage,  and  concluded  by  moving  to  postpone 
it  to  Monday,  with  a  Tiew  to  obtaining  further 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  materials,  dbc. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Albton  and  Mr.  Seybbrt,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
MiLNOR,  Mr.  Bassbtt,  and  Mr.  Widoert.  The 
votes  were  for  postponement  51,  against  it  73,  as 
follows : 

YiAS«— Willb  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Daniel 
Atoij,  David  Bard,  William  Bamett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  BCatthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  WiiUam  Craw- 
lord,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Deaha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Eliaa  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix  Grundy*  BolUmr  Hall, 
Ob«i  Hail,  Jacob  HnAy,  Jolui  M.  HyiMsuui,  lichaid 


M.  Johnson,  Abner  Laeoek,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Wm.  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
larael  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Randolph,  Tho- 
mas B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Ebenexer 
Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, WiUiam  Strong,  and  Robert  Whitehill— 41. 

Nays — ^Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Burwell  Has- 
sett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanas 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Ely  ah  Brigham,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condict,  John  Daven- 
port, Jan.,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  George  C. 
Maxwell,    Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander    McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moee- 
1^,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joeeph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Ellsha  R.  Potter,  Jo- 
siah  Quinqr,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smith, 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewi»  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  John  TaKaierro^  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uti 
Tracy*  George  M.  Troup,  Charlea  Turner,  jr.»  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Wil- 
liam  Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Wian^TB. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 
The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  - 

Mr.  PoTTBR  said,  as  he  represented  a  commer- 
cial State,  and  his  constituents  at  present  were 
very  anxious  for  a  nary,  he  felt  it  his.  duty  to  as- 
sign his  reasons  for  the  vote  he  waa  about  to  give. 
He  said,  when  he  saw  his  political  friends,  with 
only  one  exception,  in  faror  of  the  bill  under  coo- 
sideration,  ana  the  anxious  solicitude  of  the  sen* 
tleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  for  its  fate, 
he  felt  himself  much  embarrasaed ;  but  while  he 
was  by  his  feelings  at  times  almost  impelled  to 
?ote  in  its  favor,  his  judgment  compelled  him  to 
vote  affainst  it. 

Mr.  P.  said,  his  objections  to  a  navv  were  that 
it  would  cost  more  than  ever  it  would  be  worth 
to  the  nation ;  that  we  could  not  build,  man.  and 
support  the  ships  contemplated,  in  addition  to  our 
present  establishment,  without  resorting  to  the 
same  m^ans  for  their  sppport  as  other  maritime 
nations  had  done  I  that  it  must  be  supported  by 
Impression  or  oppression ;  we  must  either  impress 
our  citizens  to  man  our  Navy,  and  compel  them 
to  serve  against  their  wills  for  almost  nothioff, 
or  oppress  the  nation  with  taxes  not  to  be  endured, 
to  enable  the  Gkivernment  to  give  such  wages  as 
would  induce  our  seamen  to  enter  voluntarily  into 
our  service.  He  said  it  had  been  observed  by  the 
frieods  of  the  bill,  and  particularly  by  his  friend 
from  PeuDsylTania,  (Mr.  Milnor,)  that  the  Navy 
was  at  this  time  very  popular  with  all  parties,  in 
this  House  and  the  nation;  that  they  had  done 
honor  to  themselves  and  to  their  couutryi  while  oor 
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Army  had,  in  almost  every  iostanee^been  defeated 
and  disgraced.  Mr.  P.  said  we  bad  beeD  very  un- 
fortuoate  io  the  selectioo  of  some  of  oureomroaad- 
ing  officers,  who  had,  as  it  would  seem,  been  ap- 
pointed more  because  they  wanted  office,  than 
oecause  they  were  qualified  for  it ;  some  of  them 
were  too  old,  and.  others  too  youog ;  but  he  be- 
lieved we  had  as  good  officers  in  our  Army  as  we 
had  in  the  Navy,  and  whenever  the  time  should 
arrive  that  would  afford  them  a  fair  opportunity, 
that  they  would  equally  distinguish  themselves. 

Mr.  P.  said  there  was  a  kind  of  popular  delu- 
sion at  this  time  about  a  Navy,  that  he  found  dif- 
ficult to  oppose.  He  said  it  was  at  least  popular 
with  ail  those  who  expected  to  make  money  out 
of  it,  and  with  many  from  ihe  most  Uooorabte 
motives.  But  he  believed,  when  the  people,  who 
were  to  pay  all,  and  receive  nothing,  come  to  see 
that  we  had  spent  for  them  the  last  year  upwards 
of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  notwith- 
atanding  all  the  moneys  we  had  received,  by 
double  duties,  and  otherwise,  that  we  had  in- 
creased the  national  debt  in  that  year,  ten  millions 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  we  want, 
for  the  expenses  of  the  present  year,  agreeably  to 
the  report  of  the  Seci^tary  of  the  Treasury,  $31,- 
925,0002  exclusive  of  the  expense  of  the  contem- 
plated increase  of  our  Navy,  and  for  losses  and 
war  contingencies — that  when  they  should  put 
those  sums  together,  aod  apportion  them  to  the 
several  States,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution,  and 
see  that  but  lew  individoals,and  not. many  States, 
would  have  personal  pro[»erty  sufficient  to  pay 
their  proportions — that  this  delusion  as  to  those 
who  have  eventually  all  this  money  to  pay  would 
at  least  vanish.  Mr.  P.  said,  that  his  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Mjlnob)  had  no  doubt  but 
money  could  be  borrowed,  for  the  purposes  of  a 
navy,  and  in  his  anxiety  for  the  fate  of  this  bill 
seemed  almost  willing  to  guarantee  to  that  extent, 
but  would  not  extend  his  guarantee  farther.  Mr. 
P.  said  it  was  for  the  interest  of  those  who  bad 
money,  to  loan  it ;  they  expected  their  interest 
annually,  and  their  principal  according  to  agree- 
ment ;  Jiot  so  with  tbose  who  will  have  to  repay 
all  those  loan^  by  taxation,  they  expect  neither 
interest  nor  principal  again.  He  said  that  this 
business  of  borrowing  money  to  answer  all  the 
purposes  of  the  Government,  to  builid  a  navy, 
raise  and  support  an  army,  and  carry  on  war, 
without  regard  to  the  sum,  and  without  provid* 
ing  in  the  least  degree  the  means  of  repayment, 
either  principal  or  interest,  made  him  think  of  a 
man  who  sent  an  agent  to  purchase  some  property 
for  him,  who  on  his  return  began  to  talk  about 
the  price ;  the  man  became  impatient,  and  said  he 
did  not  want  to  hear  about  the  price,  the  only 
thing  he  wanted  to  know  was,  whether  the  man 
would  trust  him  and  take  hla  note.  It  would 
seem  that  we  were  going  upoil  the  same  princi- 
ples; we  do  not  considerlJiwhether  the  people 
would  be  willing;  to  pay  t|i<^ums  contemplated 
for  the  objects  m  view;  iS>'ooly  question  that 
seems  to  present  itself  is,  can  we  borrow  the 
money  ? 

It  bad  been  said  that  in  certain  parts  of  the 


United  States  that  not  only  the  recruiting  service, 
but  loans  to  the  Government,  for  the  purposes  or 
carrying  on  the  war,  had  been  discouraged.  Mr. 
P.  said,  if  all  tbose  who  had  money  were  desirous 
to  lend  it,  as  was  generally  the  case,  we  should 
find  that  the  unemplpyed  capital  in  the  United 
States,  had  been  very  much  overrated,  as  well  as 
the  strength  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  a  war ;  that  there  were  many  rich 
men  in  the  United  States,  but  their  property  con- 
sisted in  lands,  houses,  stores,  wharves,  and  ships, 
which  were  now  of  little  value,  compared  with 
their  former  valuations.  But  why,  said  he,  com- 
plain of  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  war. 
and  who  suffer  the  moat  by  it,  because  they  will 
not  lend  their  money  to  carry  it  on  ?  It  would 
have  seemed,,  before  the  war  was  declared,  from 
addresses  from  States  and  public  meetings,  pled|^- 
ing  and  promising  their  support  to  the  Adminis- 
tration, that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  were  in 
favor  of  the  war;  why  don't  they  now  come  for-* 
ward  and  make  good  their  promises,  and  help 
thetn  along  with  it,  and  not  depend  upon  the  pe- 
cuniary aid  of  those  opposed  to  it  ? 

It  was  likewise  said  that  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
demanded  this  increase  of  our  Navy.  He  remem- 
bered very  well  that  it  was  so  said  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  that  the  finger  of  Heaven  pointed 
to  war,  but  it  was  very  soon  found  that  the  finder 
of  the  people  pointed  to  peace.  It  was  then  said, 
as  it  is  now  said,  that  we  were  a  divided  people, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  convince  foreign  nations 
that  we  would  support  our  own  Government. 
The  then  Executive  was  addressed  from  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  with  pledges  of  life,  fortune, 
and  sacred  honor,  id  support  of  what  he  had  done, 
or  should  do.  This  was  intended  to  correct  the 
error  abroad  as  to  our  being  a  divided  people,  and 
for  no  other  purpose.  Its  object  was  entirely  mis- 
understood by  the  then  President.  He  thought 
they  were  uneaaf  and  wanted  something  to  steady 
them.  An  army  was  raised,  and  taxes  laid  for 
their  benefit; — a  navy  was  provided  which  did 
honor  to  themselves  and  the  nation,  that  protected 
our  commerce,  and  caused  our  flaff  to  be  respected 
in  every  sea,  in  consequence  of  which  our  revenue 
continued  to  increase,  notwithstanding  all  the 
depredations  committed  on  our  commerce,  and 
the  nation  appeared  to  be  prosperous  and  happy ; 
but  when  the  people  were  called  upon  to  test  the 
sincerity  of  their  pledges  and  promises,  by  the 
payment  of  a  tax  of  only  two  million&of  dollars, 
they  said  they  had  been  entirely  misunderstood, 
that  those'  pledges  were  intended  to  have  an  in- 
fluence abroad,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  trouble 
at  home,  and  that  they  would  not  pay  taxes  to 
support  a  navy  or  army ;  and,  th^  first  opportunity 
they  had,  they  changed  the  Administration.  If 
they  would  not  then  pay  two  millions  of  dollars, 
to  support  that  Administration,  can  they  be  ex« 
pected  to  pay  nearly  fifty  millions  for  the  support 
of  this,  for  the  same  purposes  ? 

Mr.  P.  said,  this  Administration,  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  was  addressed  from  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  from  many  of  the  States 
in  their  legislative  capacities,  promislog  to  aup- 
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Sort  them  with  tbeir  lives,  furtuoes,  and  sacred 
oaors,  in  connnoD  form.  Tliis  perhaps  was  to 
have  its  ioflueDce  abroad.  The  Admiaistratioa, 
believing  them  sincere,  have  been  induced  to  de- 
clare war,  and  are  left  to  carry  it  un  without 
money.  They  find  that  those  pledges  and  prom- 
Jses  cost  but  little,  and  are  worth  nothing;  and 
the  consequence  will  be,  that  when  the  people  are 
called  upon  to  pay  those  enormous  expenses,  the 
present  Administration  will  share  the  same  fate 
from  them  as  the  former  did. 

Thegentleman  from  Massachusetts ^Mr.CuTTfl) 

'said  the  expense  of  this  Navy  woula  swamp  the 

present, as  it  had  done  a  former  Administration; 

.  that,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  a  business  of  th«r  own,  it 
was  no  concert  (if  his;  bat  if  with  their  means 
they  could  not  manage  the  affairs  of  the  nation, 
witn  their  present  experience,  having'  seen  the 
rock  on  which  a  former  Administration  split^ 
they  would  richly  deserve  it ;  his  only  object  was 
to  keep  his  constituents  from  being  mired  down 
with  debt  and  taxes. 

One  reason  for  this  Navy  was,  thit  it  was  to 
protect  our  commerce.  Mr.  P.  said  we  had  none 
that  was  worth  having,  except  direct  to  our  ene- 
my, and  that  needed  no  protection;  our  com- 
merce to  France  was  not  worth  having,  nor  had 
many  vessels  gone  there,  and  only  one  returned 
for  some  time  past,  and  that  may  have  been  per-* 
mitted  to  make  a  good  voyage,  and  return  to  de- 
coy others,  and  as  soon  as  the  £mperor  had  pro- 
perty in  his  possession  to  make  it  worth  bis  while 
to  make  a  decree  to  confiscate  it,  we  may  expect 
to  hear  of  one  dated  at  Moscow,  or  wherever  he 
may  happen  to  be,  and  that  will  be  the  last  we 
may  expect  from  it.  As  to  our'  commerce  to 
Spain  and  Portugal,  it  may  be  pretended  that 
those  places  were  neutral ;  he  said  they  were  as 
much  in  the  possession,  and  under  the  control  of 
the  English,  as  Holland  was  under  France ;  and 
what  said  he,  was  the  fact — vesseb  were  clearing 
out  from  Alexandria,  and  other  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted Staiet,  according  to  law,  direct  for  Lisbon, 
with  bread  stuffs,  to  feed  the  Boglish  fleet  and 
army,  when  it  was  very  much  wanted  for  the 
consumption  of  the  people  of.the  United  States ; 
and  when  he  believed  it  cost  only  five  per  cent, 
to  insure  to  Lisbon,  when  it  was  worth  twenty 
to  insure  to  the  Eastern  States;  the  consequence 

,  was  that  the  English  could  supply  Halifax  with 
flour,  hy  the  way  of  Lisbon^  Cheaper  than  the 
Eastern  States  could  be  furnished.  He  said,  al- 
though opposed  to  restrictions  in  time  of  peace, 
he  was  in  favor  of  them  in  time  of  war,  and  at 
any  rate  he  never  would  lend  his  aid  to  support 
a  policy  that  would  starve  ourselves  and  feed  our 
enemies. 

Mr.  P.  had  heard  it  said,  that  we  were  to  ope- 
rate upon  the  British  Government  through  their 
manufactures,  and  he  said,  they  in  their  turn  were 
now  operating  upon  our  Gk)vernment  through 
our  great  wheat-raising  States;  foriftheGk>vero- 
ment  dare  not  prevent  thet^e  people  from  selling 
their  flour  and  corn,  to  go  directly  to  feed  the 
fleets  and  armies  of  our  enemies,  for  fear  of  po- 
litioftl  consequences)  if  they  will  bear  no  restraint 


in  that  reepect,  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  neither  b^r  privations,  or  pay  taxes 
to  support  the  Administration  in  the  content,  they 
will  have  found  out,  when  too  late,  that  they 
have  been  deceived,  and  had  better  not  have  made 
war,  and  that  they  had  better  get  out  of  it  as  soon 
as  they  can — as  it  would  now  seem  to  appear  ibat 
the  people  have  less  of  the  hostile,  and  more  of 
the  Christian  spirit,  towards  the  English  since 
the  war,  than  before,  at  least  as  far  as  the  injuQe* 
t ion  to  feed  their  enemies  would  go. 

Another  reason  for  the  increase  of  the  Navy  at 
this  time,  was  to  carry  on  the  war  in  which  we 
are  en^ged.  Mr.  P.  said,  many  of  the  causes  of 
irritation  between  the  two  nations  had  been  done 
away  long  since^  and  the  principal  cause  of  war 
renioved,  about  the  time  it  was  declared.  He 
said,  that  our  diffieulries  with  the  English,  as  well 
as  he  could  remember,  had  been  four — the  carry- 
ing trade,  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  Orders 
in  Council,  and  the  impressment  of  our  seamen. 
The  first  nas  been  done  away,  as  the  English 
have  taken  all  the  colonies  of  their  enemy.  The 
second  has  been  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Administration  long  since,  and  very  lately  that 
foul  stain  on  the  American  fla^  and  character  has 
been  wiped  off  by  our  Navy,  m  a  manner  honor- 
able to  them,  ahd  satisfactory  to  the  nation.  As 
it  respected  tb6  Orders  in  Council,  which  he  con- 
sidered the  principal  cause  of  the  war,  he  be- 
lieved there  were  not  many  gentlemen  who  would 
say,  if  the  neWs  of  repeal  had  reached  this  coun- 
try before  the  declaration  of  war,  but  that  we 
should  now  have  been  in  peace;  if  then  m  ma- 
jority could  not  be  found  to  declare  war  for  the 
present  existing  cause,  why  continue  it,  when 
the  principal  cause  is  removed  ?  , 

it  now  remains  for  the  nation  to  determine, 
whether  they  will  impress  their  own  eilizens  to 
go  into  the  Navy,  add  araught  them  to  go  into  the 
Army,  and  to  oppress  all  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  fight 
Great  Britain  until  she  will  relinquish  a  right 'she 
claims  to  search  our  merchant  vessels,  to  take  out 
her  own  subjects,  to  help  her  to  fight  her  own 
battles.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  was  willing  to  protect 
those  people^  as  long  as  they  would  remain  within 
our  territorial  jurisdiction,  where  we  hare  the 
means  to  do  it,  but  as  soon  as  they  went  beyond 
that,  and  went  where  their  old  master  was  prow- 
ling in  every  direction,  if  they  got  taken  he  would 
not  go  to  war  for  them,  nor  be  at  the  expense  of 
one  cent,  to  reclaim  the  whole  of  them. 

Many  gentlemen  support  this  bill  upon  the 
principle  that  this  settles  the  question ;  that  we 
are  to  become  a  great  naval  Power,  and  to  have  a 
permanent  Naval  Establishment ;  to  this  Mr.  P. 
said,  he  objected  for  the  reasons  he  had  assigned; 
be  said,  he  had  found  mankind  much  the  same: 

five  them  power,  and  they  would  not  only  use, 
ut  abuse  it — give  them  money  and  they  will 
spend  it,  and  want  to  borrow;  and,  he  said,  if  an 
Administration  like  the  present,  without  money, 
without  an  army,  of  navy,  would  plunge  this 
country  so  unprepared  into  a  war,  and  continue 
it  for  toe  present  existing  cause,  and  extend  their 
views  of  conqveat  to  the  Floridaai  the  Canadai^ 
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Quebec,  Halifax,  and  Nova  Scotia,  whenever 
they  should  have  money,  an  army,  aod  ships;  the 
next  thing  they  would  want  colonies,  as  other 
nations  had  done,  and  that  Bermuda  and  New 
Providence  would  be  ip .our  way;  and  We  mast 
liave  Jamaica  to  get  good  rum  and  sugar.  And 
instead  of  this  country  enjoying  peace,  wfaicb- 
is  above  all  things  the  most  desirable,  we  should 
be  involved  like  other  nations  iu  per^^tual  war. 
Mr.  P.  said,  that  although  many  things  had 
taken  place,  that,  at  the  time,  he  considered  against 
the  true  intel'est  of  thi^  country,  yet  he  now 
considered  them  as  operating  for  our  good;  and 
that  he  could  not  believe  that  we  were  now  as 
we  had  been,  the  peculiar  favorites  of  Heaven ; 
he  considered  it  unwise  in  Cdngress  when  they 
refused  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  double  its  capital,  and  equally  so,  in 
not  repealing  the  non-importation  act,  but  he  be- 
gan to  think  that  these  two  measures  would  turn 
out  ultimately  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  The 
repeal  of  the  law  would  not  only  have  giveo  our 
merchants  an  opportunity  to  get  home  their  pro- 
perty, bought  and  paid  for,  f whicb  ihey  have 
'done  without  a  repeal.)  but  to  nave  ^ot  credit  to 
a  large  amount,  which  would  have  given  the  Ad- 


McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan 
0.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph 
Peanon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jua.» 
Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richard- 
son, Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  B. 
Robertson,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam 
Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  George  Smith,  John  Smithy 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Samuel 
Tagg^rt,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uii 
Tracy,  George  M.  Tronp,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
William  Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson^70. 

NATs^-Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
WUliam  Barnett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd.  Ro- 
bert Brown,  William  A.  Borwell,  WUliam  Butler, 
Epaphroditas  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coch* 
ran,  John  Clopton,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  )3olling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Ridiard  M.  Johnson,  Abner  L»- 
cock,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  Max- 
weU,  Thomas  Moore,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Jamea  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  <Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
Benj'n  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Joha. 
Rhea*  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam  Rod- 
.   .-       .  .        "  ^""'"  "»^«  f  ^«°  ^?l  ^«-  I  man,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seavcr,  Samuel  Shaw, 

ministration  such  a  revenue,  together  with  the    Rj^hard  Stanford.  William  Strong.  Robert  WhitehUI, 


management  of  such  a  bank  capital,  that  it  would 
have  enabled  them  to  build  ships,  raise  armiea, 
aod  to  have  continued  this  war  for  sometime,  in- 
dependent of  the  people,  and  they  not  baveknow^ 
the  danger  they  might  have  been  in  until  too  late, 
in  consequence  of  a  large  standing  army  with  an 
aaibitious  military  chief  at  their  head,  and  who 
they  would  find  more  difficulty  in  removing  than 
they  did  the  members  of  that  House,  by  exerci- 
siog  their  Constitutional  privileges  atan  election." 

Mr.  P.  said  the  Chairman  otthe  Naval  Com- 
mittee deserved  much  for  bis  perseverance  and 
zeal  in  favor  of  the  bill  under  consideration ;  he 
said  he  wished  he  cpold  reconcile  it  to  his  judg- 
ment and  sense  of  duty  to  vote  for  it,  but  as  it 
woald  incr^as^  very  much  the  sums  of  money 
wanted  for  the  purposes  of  the  Qoverument  for 
this  year,  and  as  he  had  been  opposed  to  the  war 
from  its  commencement,  and  did.  not  intend  to 
vote  either  for  loans  or  taxes  to  carry  it  on,  or  to 
help  them  in  their  pecuniary  concerns,  he  would 
not  Yote  for  any  thing  that  would  embarrass  or 
increase  them. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow.-^Liost. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  aa  follows i  . 

YsAS — Willia  Alston,  jr.,  WUliam  Anderson,  John 
Baker,  Burweil  Baasett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wm.  Black- 
l«dge»  Harmaniu  Bleeder,  Jftmes  Breckenridge,  Eli- 
jah Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Lang- 
Jon  CiMves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke, 
Lewifl  Condict,  Richard  Cutis,  John  Davenport,  Jan., 
John  Dawson,  Williarm  £ly,  James  Emott,-A8a  Fitch, 
Thomas  G^plson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbo- 
roagrhi  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Joseph 
Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Feter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Archibald   McBryde,  Alexander 

12ib  Coir.  )ed  Sxs8.-al^ 


David  R.  WiUiams,  and  Richard  Wmft--66. 
So  the  hill  was  passed. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitnres,  in  certain  cases,  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and  the  question,  being  stated,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 

Mr.  Cheves  stated,  that  a  doubt  had  arisen  in 
ihe  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  and  a  communi- 
ciition  bad  heed  received  from  the  proper  ofl^cer 
of  the  Government  on  the  subject,  whether,  as  the 
importations  bad  been  contrary  to  law,  the  pay* 
mentof  the  duties  thereon  could  be  enforced  after 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  therefore  proposed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Wayt 
and  Means,  to  amend  the  bfll  by  striking  out  there- 
from the  words  ''and  the  duties  pajrable  on  such 
gooda,  wares,  aod  merchandise,  being  paid  and 
Mcured  to  be  paid,  agreeably  to  law,"  and  insert- 
ing the  words  ''on  payment  of  the  duties  which 
would  have  been  payable  by  law,  had  such  goodsL 
wares^  and  merchandise,  been  legally  imported." 

Thia  ameadment,  at  thia  stage  of  the  bill's  pas- 
sage, requires  uiHinimoos  consent,  which  waa 
accorded  by  the  House,  after  a  few'  observationa 
from  Mr.  Bibb,  who  suted,  that,^  aiihough  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad  Means  were 
opposed  to  the  bill,  they  had  unanimously  con- 
curred in  the  proposed  amOndm^nL 

Mr.  Roberts  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
as  well  on  account  of  its  general  priociples,  at 
of  the  difficulty  of  legislatiog  on  it. 

Mr.  Cbeves  replied. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  final  paa- 
sage  of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  followa: 

Ybas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Ba« 
ker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanoa  Bloeckar,  Jas,  Breck- 
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enridge,  Elijah  Biigham,  Willitm  A.  Burwell,  John 
O.  Calhoon,  Francis  Carr,  Epaphroditua  Champion, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thos.  B.  Cooke, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Aia 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Qoldsboroogh,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson, 
junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
William  Lowndes,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alex'r  McKim, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas 
B.  Robeitson,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Baniel  Sheffey,  Rich- 
•rd  SUnibrd,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benj'n  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
Chas.  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  Bavid  R.  Williams,  WUliam 
Widgery,  and  Thomas  Wilson — 64. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  Daniel  Avery,  David 
Bard,  William  Barnett,  BuiweU  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John 
Glopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  SamU  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findlev,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Wm.  R.Xing,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  U.  MaxweH,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,*  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Reaiie,  Jonathan 
Roberts^  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  and  Robert  White- 
hill— 61. 

So  it  was  determined  th^t  the  bill  shall  pass. 

MEDAL  TO  COMMODORE  PREBLE,  dec. 

.  The  followiDg  Me^saf^e  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  House  of  EepreMcntaHvee  of  the  Untied  Statee,- 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  leport 
qf  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  complying  with  their  res- 
oiution  of  the  16ih  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

DXCBMBIB  23,  1812. 

The  following  ia  the  report  referred  to  ia  the 
above  Message: 

Natt  DspimTirairT,  Det.  21, 1812. 

Sib  :  On  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  honor- 
able the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  16th  instant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that,  in  pursuance  of  the 
naoltttion  of  Congress  of  the  8d  March,  1806,  a  gold 
medal,  emblematical  of  the  attacks  on  the  town,  batte- 
ries, and  naval  force,  of  Tripoli,  by  the  squadron  under 
Commodore  Preble's  command,  was  presented  to  Com- 
modore Preble,  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  enclosed 
letter,  dated  May  17, 1806 :  That  one  month's  pay  waa 
allowed,  "  exclusive  of  the  common  allowance,  to  all 
the  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  squad- 
ron, who  so  gloriously  supported  the  honor  of  the  Amer- 
ican flag,  under  the  orders  of  their  gallant  commander, 
fa  the  several  attacks  :*'  That  no  sword'has  been  pre- 


sented to  either  of  the  commissioned  officers  or  mid- 
shipmen, who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  several 
attacks :  And  that  it  is  not  known  to  this  Department 
that  there  ever  was  made  by  Congress  a  specific  appro- 
priation of  $20,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  resolution  referred  to. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which 
requests  the  President  to  cause  a  sword  to  be  presented 
to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers  and  midshipmen 
who  distinguished  themselves,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
Preaident  saw  what  to  his  mind  appeared  difficulties  of 
great  delicacy,  from  the  peculiar  language  of  the  res- 
olution. By  the  resolution,  he  was  requested  to  pre- 
sent swords  to  such  only  as  had  diatinguished  them- 
selves ;  and  all  having  been  represented  to  him  as  hav- 
ing acted  gloriously,  he  could  not  in  justice  draw  with 
precision  a  line  of  discrimination.  He  felt,  it  i^  presumed, 
a  repugnance  to  the  making  of  a  selection,  which,  by 
implication,  would  necessarily  have  cast  an  unmerited 
reproach  upon  all  not  therein  included.  A  degrada- 
tion of  that  kind  might  have  greatly  injured  the  ser- 
viee,  and  could  not  possibly  have  been  grateful  to  the 
honorable  feelings  of  the  favored  offioers< 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  PAUL  HAMILTON. 

To  the  Pbisidbbt. 

Natt  Dbpabtxbkt,  May  17, 1812^ 

Si«  (  In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  3d  March,  1805,  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  em- 
blematical of  the  attacks  on  the  town,  batteries,  and 
naval  force,  of  Tripoli,  by  the  squadron  under  your 
conlmand,  and  to  present  it  to  you  in  such  manner  as 
in  his  opinion  would  be  most  honorable  to  you,  the 
medal,  which  will  herewith  be  delivered  to  you  by  Lien- 
tenant  Jones,  has  been  struck.  You  will  receive  it,  nr, 
as  a  testimony  of  your  country's  estimation  of  the  im- 
jiortant  and  honorable  services  rendered  by  you ;  and 
you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  an  assurance  of  the  great 
pleasure  I  have  in  the  honfor  of  presenting  it  to  yon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  R.  SMITH. 

To  Com.  EowABD  Pbbb&b. 

From  the  records  of  the  Navy  Department. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

After  some  COD  versa  tioD  as  to  the  proper  coarse 
for  this  business  to  take,  it  wat>  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  seren  members,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  QuiNCY.  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Roamb.  Mr. 
Lacock,  Mr.  Trodp,  Mr.  Bhott^  and  Mr.  Diiis- 
MOORj'were  appointed  the  committee. 


TquRftDAT,  December  24. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Puh- 
lic  Lands,  presented  a' bill  concerning  the  lead 
mines  ia  the  Territorjr  of  Missouri ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  presented  a  bill  in  addiiioD  to  the 
act,  entitled  *'Ao  act  to  raise  an  additioDal  mili- 
tary force,"  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams^  from  the  same  committee,  also 
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preseated  a  biJl  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
^'An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States;-'  which  was  read 
and  coramitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  'Tn  addition  to 
the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and 
prize  goods,"  with  an  amendment ;  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traQsmittiog  his  re- 
port in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act  for 
arming  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  made  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  ibe  seventh  instant; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

[It  ajypesrs  from  the  report  that  stands  of  arms  have 
been  issaed  to  the  following  States,  vhs :  to  New  Hamp- 
shire 1,000;  to  Vermont,  2,500;  Rhode  Island  1,000; 
JSew  Jersey,  1,000 ;  Delaware  500 ;  North  Carolina 
3,130;  South  Carolina  3,000;  Georgia  1,000;  Ohio 
1,600;  Kentucky  1,500;  Tennessee  1,500;  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory 216;  Louisiana  Territory  25Q;  in  all  16,096 
stands ;— and  that  there  have  lieen  loaned,  as  follows : 
to  Rhode  Island  250;  Delaware  666;  Ohio  3,500; 
Biatrict  of  Colombia  2,200.  Contrafts  have  been 
made  under  the  law  for  85,200  standi  of  whieh  58,560 
had  been  delvered  by  the  contiaetms  on  the  7th  Octo- 
ber, 1812.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Utilted 
States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to 
belaid  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  merchandise  or  other  articles  purchased  for 
and  furnished  the  Indians,  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs,  in  the  looiana  Territory,  sub- 
sequent to  the  first  day  of  January,  1803,  and 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1812;  distioguish- 
ing  the  different  dates  of  the  purchases,  of  whom 
and  by  whom  purchased^  and  for  what  tribe  or 
tribes  of  Indians. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jbnninqb  and,  Mr.  Bond 
be  a  committee  tir present  the  said  resolution  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^*  in 
addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque, 
prizes,  and  prise  goods,''  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  riavai  Affairs.' 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Randolpe, 

Resoived^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  United  States,  from 
th^  commencement  of  the  Federal  Qovernment 
until  the  present  time;  distinguishing  the  amount 
received  from  the  duties  on  imports  aod  tonnage; 
after  deducting  therefrOm  the  amount  which  may 
in  any  year  have  been  paid  on  account  of  deben- 
tures ;  irom  infernal  taxes,  from  direct  taxes,  from 
aal^  of  lands,  and  from  all  other  sources.  Also 
an  account,  within  the  same  period,  of  the  annual 
expenditures  on  account  of  the  Army,  distinguish- 
ing the  amount  of  expense  of  the  Indian  Depart- 
nieot,  the  Navy,  foreign  intercourse;  distinguish- 
iogr  the  amount  on  account  of  Barbary  Powers. 
and  of  other  ciril  expenses  on  account  of  the  oivil 
list. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  un  the  resolution  expreissive  of  the 
sense  of  the  House  of  the  gallantry  aod  good 
conduct  of  Captains  Hull,  Jones,  and  Decatur, 
and  their  respective  crews,  in  their  late  conflicts 
with  the  enemy. 

The  resolution  was  amended,  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Randolph,  on  whose  suggestion  the  phrase* 
ology  of  the  resolve  had  been  amended  in  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  moved  now  to  recommit  it 
to  a  select  committee. — Motion  negatived. 

The  House  adjoamed  to  Monday. 


Monday,  Decembeir  28. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
iababitants  of  the  Illinois  Territory  ;  which  was 
read:  When  Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, presented  a  bill  giving  a  right  of  pre-emp* 
tion  to  certain  settlers  on  public  lands  in  the  Illi- 
nois Territory ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com* 
mitted  to  a  Cfoiamittee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution  of  approbatioa 
and  thanks  to  our  naval  heroes,  Hull,  Decatur, 
and  Jones,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the  bill  to  amend 
the  naturalization  laws  of  the  United  States  was 
recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for 
the  purpose  of  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhba,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  establish 
post-roads  in  certain  cases.  [Between  the  seat 
of  Government  and  the  headquarters  of  the  ar- 
mies, &c.] 

Some  objections  were  made  by  Mr.  Tallm ador 
to  ihe  indefinite  phraseology  of  the  bill,  aod  re- 
plied to  by  Mr  Rbra,  but  no  motion  for  amend* 
ment  was  made. 

The  bill  waa  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  BAflSRTT  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  the  bill 
providing  for  navy  pensions  in  certain  cases; 
which  was  reported  to  the  House  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  lor  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  oo  the  second  instant,  respect- 
ing an  extension  of  the  time  limited  by  law  for 
the  payment  of  lands  purchased  of  the  United 
States. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  following  reso- 
lutions, the  adoption  of  whieh  the  Committee 
recommend : 

«<  Resolved,  That  snch  part  of  the  taws  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  as  allow  a  eredit  on  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  be  repealed ;  ani  that  the  price  at  which 
hndfl  shall  be  offered  in  futare  shall  be  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  aero. 
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**  Raolvedt  That  in  future  sales  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  be  offered  in  tracts  of  eighty  acres. 

'*  Resohed,  That  two  years  be  given  in  addition  to 
the  time  allowed  by  law  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  whose  time  of  payment  shall  have  or  may  expire 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1814,  on  condition 
.that  all  the  interest  that  has  accrued  or  duty  accrue  on 
or  before  the  Iddi  day  of  March  next»  shaU  be  paid  at 
that  day,  and  the  interest  that  may  become  due  there- 
after shall  be  paid  at  the  day  on  which  the  time,  ac- 
eoitling  to  existing  laws,  shall  expire  for  making  pay^ 
ment''^ 

Considerable  desultory  debate  took  plaee  on 
these  propositions;  bat  the  Committee  rose  with- 
out coming  to  any  decision  thereon,  and  obtained 
lea?e  to  sit  again.^ 


TnssDAT,  December  29. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Columbian  insurance  Company,  in  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Colombia;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  irom  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  presented  a  bill  making  provision  for 
an  additional  number  of  General  officers;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  *' An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organ- 
isation of  thef  Army  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  raise  an 
additional  military  force,"  and  for  other  purposes, 
were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  bill,  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

IMPORTATIONS  FROM  INDU. 

Mr.  Chbvbs,  from  the  Committlee  of  WaysaUd 
Meant,  to  whom  w^re  referred  the  petitions  of 
Simon  Forrester,  David  D.  Puisifer,  and  Board* 
man  and  Pope,  and  others,  importers  oi  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  from  British  settlements 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Mope,  praying  to  be 
permitted,  on  securing  the  duties  payable  on  soch 
goods,  whren  legally  imported,  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  them,  and  so  forth ;  aiso,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, embracing  the  caaea  of  the  petitiouert,  re- 
ported the  said  bill, 'with  sundry  amendments; 
also,  sundry  documents  explanatory  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  which  were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  documents  are  as  follow : 

TasAsvRT  DxPAHTxxvT,  Dec.  10, 1813. 

Bim :  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  wiUi  the  re- 
quest of  the  Committee  of  Ways  sjid  Means,  to  sub- 
mit sach  information  as  appears  fo  have  been  received 
at  this  office  concerning  the  importations  from  any  of 
the  ports  of  India,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
operation  of  the  aon*importation  act. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  all  the  Tessels  which  had 
cleared  from  the  United  States  for  any  port  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  prior  to  the  10th  of  November, 
1610,  were,  by  the  non-importatioa  act,  of  3d  March^ 


1811,  exempted  from  its  general  proTisions,  and  per- 
mitted to  import  their  return  cargoes.  Of  those  car> 
goes,  as  they  were  entered  withoat  difficulty,  no  par» 
ticular  account  has  been  leosiTed ;  and  it  is  presumed 
that  they  were  not  intended  to  be  embraced  by  the  ia- 
qniry  of  the  committee. 

It  IS  also 'possible  that,  on  the  subject  of  some  of  the 
importations,  not  permitted  by  the  act  aboye-mentioned, 
letters  may  have  been  received  from  the  parties,  and 
that  their  names,  not  being  recollected,  and  no  regu- 
lar application  for  a  remission  of  the  forfeiture  having 
been  made,  some  of  the  cases  thus  communicated  may 
now  be  accidentally  omitted.  Nor  is  it  probable  that 
application  should  havs  generally  been  made  to  the 
Treasury  respecting  vessels  admitted  to  entry  by  yir- 
tue  of  the  act  of  6th  of  July  last,  sin<ft  it  was  evident, 
by  the  tenor  of  that  act,  that  the  ultimate  diepodtioa 
of  the  cargoes  depended  on  a  future  act  of  Congress, 
and  not  in  any  degree  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. Indeed,  it  is  known,  from  report,  that  two  ves- 
sels of  that  description  have  arriveo,  of  which  no  offi- 
cial information  has  been  received. 

The  following  cases  have  been  offietally  coamuni- 
catedt  viz: 

The  ship*' Amiable"  sailed  from  Philadelphia  for 
the  Isle  of  France,  on  the  SSd  of  Deoember,  1810; 
cirived  at  that  place  subseqaent  to  its  eapture  by  the 
British,  and  rstnmed  to  Philadelphia  in  August,  1811^ 
with  a  eargo,  the  produce  of  that  islaad.  On  apphca^ 
tion  to  the  Treasury  for  a  remission,  it  being  certified 
by  the  district  judge  that  the  capture  of  the  Isle  of 
France  by  the  British,  whidi  ^ook  place  early  in  De- 
cember, 1810,  was  not  known  at  Philadelphia  till  the 
8d  of  April,  1811,  the  forfeiture  was  unconditionally 
remitted. 

The  shin  "  Lark"  also  sailed  for  Isle  of  France  on 
the  3d  of  January,  1811 ;  arrived  there,  and  returned 
to  Philadelphia  a  few  days  after,  and'  under  the  Mmo 
circumstances  as  the  ship  "Amiable,"  with  the  excep- 
tion of  her  having  brought  a  small  parcel  of  merchan- 
dise, presumed  to  be  manufactures  of  British  India, 
and  which  had  been  originally  shipped,  at  the  Isle  of 
France,  on  board  of  another  vessel,  bound  to  Phila- 
delphia, as  eariy  as  October,  1810,  but  was  detainsd  in 
port  by  reason  of  the  attack  and  capture  of  the  island 
by  the  British.  On  application  to  the  Treasury  for  a 
remission,  the  forfeiture  was  unoonditienaily  remitted, 
^'except  so  for  as  relates  to  any  artidse  of  the  praduoe 
or  manufacture  ot  any  British  poeeesnoiie,  other  thaa 
the  Isle  of  France^  which  may  nave  been  imported  in 
the  said  vassel,  the  decision,  in  relatian  to  such  arti- 
cles, being  for  the  present  suspended."  It  is  not 
known  whether  that  merchandise  has  been  condemned, 
as  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  the  place  where  manu- 
factured ;  but,  if  condemned,  a  remission  will  probably 
be  granted  on  terms  at  least  as  favorable  as  in  the 
case  of  the  ''South  Carolina,"  hereafter  mentioned. 

The  brig  «  South  CaroUna"  saUed  from  Philadelphia 
for  Calcutta,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1810,  with 
about  $23,000  on  board,  stated  to  have  been  shipped 
for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  expenses  of  the  voyage, 
in  case  of  a  disappointment  in  the  object  of  the  said 
voyage,  which  was  undertaken  in  order  to  bring  frona 
Calcntta  the  proceeds  of  ftinds,  wholly  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  which  were  in  Brit- 
ish India  prior  to  the  President's  proclamation  of  the 
2d  of  November,  1810.  The  vessel,  with  a  return 
cargo,  (purchased  with  the  said  funds  aod  outward 
cargo,)  sailed  from  Calcutta  in  October,  1811,  bound 
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to  Philadelphia.  The  owlien  expecting  the.  Teaiel, 
■and  finding  the  non  importation  act  still  in  force,  em- 
ployed pilots  in  the  hay  of  Delaware,  for  the  purpose 
•of  warning  the  Teasel  not  to  enter  into  the  waters  of 
the  United  States;  but  the  vessel  was  compeUed,  by 
stress  of  water,  to  enter  the  port  of  Charleston,  (where 
flhe  arrived  on  the  27th  of  January,  1912,)  instead  of 
proceeding  to  Philadelphia.  On  application  to  the 
Treasury  for  a^  remission,  and  the  above-mentioned 
facts  being  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district 
Jodge,  and  stated  by  him  to  be  correct  and  true,  the 
ibrfeitures  were  remitted,  on  condition  <*  that,  from  the 
proceeds  of  sale  of  the  cargo,  the  costs  and  double  du- 
ties, as  fixed  by  the  act  of  first  of  July,  1812,  riiould 
be  deducted ;  that  the  residue,  if  not  exceeding  the 
prime  cost,  freight,  and  charges,  of  said  cargo,  should 


count,  of  the  American  shippers,  who  are  bound  for 
the  amount  borrowed.  The  Aurora  arrived  at  Phila- 
delphia on  the  16th  of  June,  1812,  and  an  application 
has  been  made  to  the  Treasury  for  a  remission.  No 
decision  has  taken  place ;  but  the  owners  of  the  cargo 
have  been  verbally  informed  that  the  voyage  from  Cal- 
cutta, having  been  undertaken  by  them  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  non-importation  act,  and  without  even  the 
plea  of  having  funds  in  India,  which  they  wanted  to 
bring  to  the  United  States,  the  transaction  appeared^ 
on  their  part,  in  the  light  of  a  direct  and  voluntary  in- 
fraction of  the  law.  As  the  cargo  had  not,  however, 
been  landed  when  the  act  of  6th  July  passed,  and  as 
that  act,  vritfaout  reference  to  the  time  of  arrival,  or  to 
any  of  the  circumstances  of  the  voyage,  admits  to 
entry  all  American  vessels  previously  laden  in  India, 


-be  returned  to  the  owners;  but,  in  case  of  excess,  so    f<Qtr  the  landing  of  whose  cargoes  in  Uie  United  Statee 


mueh  only  of  the  said  residue  as  would  be  equal  to 
the  said  prince  cost,  freight,  and  charges,  should  be  re- 
turned to  the  owners ;  and  that  the  balance,  or  sur- 
plus, should  be  divided  in  the  same  manlier  as  the  for- 
feiture would  have  been."  The  result  of  the  saler  is 
not  known  at  the  Treasury ;  but  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  they  have  not  produced  any  surplus,  and 
that  the  effscts  of  the  decision  have  only  been  the  pay- 
ment of  double  duties,  and,  in  every  other  respect,  an 
unqualified  remission  of  the  forfeitures. 

The  brig  «  Ellen  Maria"  sailed  on  the  10th  of  Jan- 
nary,  1812,  from  Providence  for  the  Isle  of  France, 
then  a  British  colony,  and  thence  bound,  as  is  stated, 
^r  Smyrna.  On  her  return  voyage,  and  being  in- 
^irmed  at  sea  of  the  declaration  of  war,  she  proceeded 
to  Boston,  where  she  arrived  prior  to  the  I6tli  of  Sep- 
tember, 1812.  No  bond  having  been  required  at  the 
Isle  of  France  to  land  the  cargo  in  the  United  States, 
the  vessel  is  not  embraced  by  the  provisions  of  the  act 
ol  5th  July  last.  The  owners,  from  vrhom  this  state- 
ment of  facts  is  obtained,  have  been  informed  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  no  authority  to  grant 
T«lie(  excq>t  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  laWf  vis :  on 
applieation  for  remiWon,  presented  through  the  dis- 
trict judge,  on  whose  statement  of  fiusts*  alone,  the 
*49ecretaiy  of  the  Treasury  could  take  the  subject  into 
consideration.  No  application  has,  aa  yet,  been  le- 
oeived. 

The  brig  «" Aurora"  sailed  in  July,  1809,  firom  New 
York,  being  cleared  for  Braail  alone,  but  with  instruc- 
•tions  to  the  captain  to  proceed  thence  to  the  South 
aea,  and  ultimately  to  Canton  or  Manilla.    The  vessel 
-not  being  cleared  for  a  port  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  is  not  embraced  within  the  exception  made  in 
-£ivor  of  such  vessels  by  the  act  of  2d  March,  1811. 
The  Aurora,  after  a  long  and  circuitous  voyage,  ar- 
rived at  Calcutta  in  September,  1811.    She  was  char- 
tered there  on  the  26th  of  December  following,  by  citi- 
xens  of  the  United  States,  who  had  knowledge  of  the 
non-importation  act,  but  who  seem  to  have  presumed 
that  the  vessel,*  having  sailed  from  the  United  States' 
prior  to  the  lOth  of  November,  1810,  would,  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  2d  March,  1811,  be  per- 
mitted to  bring  a  return  cargo  from   British  India. 
The  same  citizens  purchased  at  Caleutta,  and  shipped 
on  bosord  of  the  Aurora,  a  cargo  of  India  goods ;  and, 
to  aecemplish  the  purchase,  borrowed  the  necessary 
anm  from  a  British  houee  in  that  place.    The  policies 
of  insurance  were  pledged  to  the  lenders;  and,  by  the 
4erms  of  the  agreement,  the  cargo  was,  hn  fact,  on  their 
dek»  while  at  sea ;  but,  firom  its  arrival  into  the  United 
'States,  the  mmichandise  was  at  the  risk,  and  on 


bond  had  been  given,'  it  appears  that  the  Aurora  is 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  that  act;  and  it  is  belieTed 
that  the  owners  of  the  cargo  have  availed  themselveB 
of  its  provisions,  and  that  the  eargo  has  been  accord- 
ingly entered,  and  remaina  sulgeet  to  the  dispositien 
of  Congress.  With  respect  to  the  vessel,  a  remiasion 
wUI,  if  necessary,  be  granted  by  the  Treasnryt  the 
owners  havinc  bad  no  -concern  in,  or  control  over,  the 
illegal  part  or  her  empioyment* 

The  ship  *<  American  Hero"  sailed  on  the  17th  Jaa* 
uaiy,  1811,  from  Boston.  The  master  sold  her  cargo 
at  die  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the  Isle  of  France ; 
and  having  taken  in  payment  bills  of  exchange  on 
Madras  and  Calcutta,  proceeded  there  and  purchased 
a  cargo,  for  the  landing  of  which,  in  the  United  States, 
bond  was  given.  In  conformity  with  orders  from  the 
owners,  he  thence  went  to  Brazil,  where  he  was  not 
permitted  to  sell  his  cargo ;  and,  after  having  waited 
several  months,  hearing  of  the  last  American  emha»* 
go,  and  apprehending  war,  he  left  Braiil,  and  broni^ 
the  vessel  and  cargo  to  Providence,  where  ehe  arrived 
prior  to  September  last. 

Th«  ''Atalanta"  arrived,  prior  to  the  8th  of  Novem* 
her  last,  in  Philadelphia,  ftom  Calcutta,  via  Rio  Janei- 
ro, with  a  valnahle  cargo^  The  circumstances  of  the 
vQ^ge  have  net  been  communicated  to  the  Treasury. 

The  two  last  eases  being  clearly  embraced  by  the 
aet  of  6th  July,  1812,  the  parties  have  been  informed 
that  the  cargoes  mnat  neoessari^  remain  subject  to 
the  di^ositioo  of  Congiees,  and  that  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treaauiy  had  no  power  to  interfere. 

Another  case  has  hsen  mentioned,  which,  although 
no  impgrtatjon  has  taken  place,  ought,  perhaps  to  be 
stated. 

The  hrig  « Daphne"  sailed  from  Philadelphia,  for 
Calcutta,  in  the  Spring  of  181 1.  According  to  orders, 
.  and  in  order  not  to  infringe  the  law,  the  vessel,  with 
her  return  cargo,  proceeded  to  St  Bartholmew's,  Be- 
ing there  when  the  declaration  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  took  place,  and  the 
act  of  5^th  July  last  not  being  known,  the  cargo  was 
landed,  and  the  vessel  discharged.  By  the  provisions 
of  the  said  act,  the  cargo  is  not  admissible  to  entry, 
unless  brought  in  the  veseel  on  board  of  which  it  was 
laden  in  India ;  and  the  pwners,  who  cannot  now  im- 
port it  legully,  are  placed  in  a  worse  situation  than 
those  who  have  infringed  the  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sur,.ycNir 
'Obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  LAjronoir  Cbxtxs, 

Chairman  of  Committee  of  Wajfs  ♦  Mutm. 
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Extract  from  •  regulation  far  the  conduct  of  the  trade 
of  foreign  nations,  with  the  porta  and  aettlementa  of 
the  British  nation,  in  the  £ast  Indies,  and  fur  de- 
fining the  duties  to  which  such  trade  shall  be  sub- 
ject at  such  of  die  said  ports  and  settlements  as  are 
immediately  dependent  on  the  Presidency  of  Fort 
William.  Passed  bj  the  Vice  President,  in  Coun- 
cil, on  the  30th  April,  1811. 

Abticlb  S. — First  Foreign  Buropoan  ships,  be- 
longing to  countries  having  no  establishment  in  the 
£ast  Indies,  and  ships  bekmging  to  the  United  States 
of  America,  may,  (when  those  countries  and  States, 
respectively,  are  in  amity  with  His  Majesty)  in  like 
manner,  [as,  in  article  two,  is  granted  to  the  ships  of 
nations  having  settlements  in  the  East  Indies]  freely 
enter  the  British  seaporls  and  harbors  in  the  East  In- 
dies ;  they  shall  be  hospitably  received  there ;  ;aad 
have  free  liberty  to  trade  in  imports  and  exports^  ooa- 
Ibrmably  to  the  regulations  of  the  place;  provided, 
always,  that  they  proceed  from  their  own  ports  direct 
to  tbus  said  British  territories,  without  toaebing  at  any 
port  or  place,  whatever,  on  the  voyage  out,  except 
from  neeessity,  and  merely  to  procure  refreshmenls  or 
lepairs,  in  case  of  dietre«  or  acddeots  in  the  course  of 
inch  voyage,  the  burden  of  the  proof  of  which  liecee- 
«ty  to  rest  upon  the  parties. 

Second;  The  vessels  of  the  said  European  Powers, 
lest  aforesaid,  and  of  the  United  Statte,  shall  not  carnr 
any  of  the  articles  exported  by  them  from  said  British 
territories,  to  any  port  or  place,  except  to  some  port  or 
place  in  their  own  countries,  respectively,  where  the 
same  shall  be  unladen.  The  said  ships  shall  not  be 
deared  to  carry  on  the  coasting  trade  in  India ;  but 
vessels  geing  with  their  original  cargoes,  or  part  there- 
of, from  one  British  port  of  discharge  to  another  Brit- 
ish port,  eve  net  to  be  eonsidered  as  carrying  on  the 
«oeeting  trade. 

Third.  The  said  vessels  shall  not  be  allowed  to  pro- 
'eeed  either  with  or  without  return  cargo  from  the  said 
British  territories  to  the  settlements  or  fiictories  of  any 
foreign  European  nation  in  India,  or  to  the  territory 
of  any  Indian  or  Chinese  potentote  er  power,  exeept 
from  the  like  necessity,  as  is  before  described,  of  which 
the  proof  shall  rest  with  them.  Nor  sheU  the  said  ves- 
sels be  allowed  to  enter  the  river  in  iktMt  port  of  the 
Brittah  territoty  situated  in  Bengal,  for  any  other  puir- 
pose  than  that  of  proceeding  to  the  port  of  Calcotti^ 
ibr  trade,  refreshment,  or  repairs. 

Fourth.  In  clearing  out  for  their  respective  couur 
tries,  the  clearance  shall  be  a  direct  one  to  the  coun- 
try, European  or  American,  to  which  the  vessel  be- 
longs, and  to  no  other  whatever;  they  are  to  give 
bond,  with  the  security  of  a  resident  in  the  country, 
that  they  will  deliver  the  cargo  at  the  port  for  which 
the  clearance  is  made,  and  such  bond  is  to  be  cancelled 
when  a  certificate  from  a  British  Consul,  or  two  known 
British  merchants,  resident  at  such  port,  is  produced, 
of  the  bona  fide  delivery  of  the  cargo  there. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  ComiDittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  '*  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,"  and  on  the  bill  ''  in  addiiioo 
to  the  act  for  raising  an  additional  military 
force." 

The  bills  having  been  read  through,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  David  R.  Williams  to  fill  (be 


blanks  in  the  first  bill,  for  the  amount  of  bounty, 
&c..  and  the  question  hUTing  been  stated—- 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said,  the  embarrassmeiiC 
which  he  felt  on  the  present  occasion,  was  not  of 
an  ordinary  kind  ;  he  was  so  solemnly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  subject'  before  the 
Committee;  he  was  fearful  its  success  might,  ia 
some  dei^ree,  depend  on  his  efforts  to  sustain  it;, 
and,  feeling  that  the  interest,  perhaps  the  charac- 
ter of  his  country  might  be  committed  by  the 
decision,  he  was  humbled  that  its  cause  could  not 
by  him  be  more  ably  supported.  He  felt,  how- 
ever, some  confidence  from  the  circumstance  that 
the  Military  Comoiiltee  was  entitled  to  the  can- 
dor of  the  House,  because  it  had  not  presented 
ipere  fragments,  to  be  acted  on  in  detail,  but  a 
system  on  which  to  rest  the  future  prosecution  of 
the  war.  An  explanation  of  its  merits,  from  the 
relation  in  which  he  stood  to  that  Committee, 
was  probably  expected  of  him. 

Without  ffoing  back  to  th^  unayoidable  and 
just  causes  of  the  war  in  which  we  were  engaged, 
he  would  presume  it  was  the  object  of  all  to  ter- 
minate it  successfully,  and  that  there  now  re- 
mained no  other  mode  than  to  call  into  the  field 
a  force  adequate  to  the  command  of  every  honor- 
able object.  The  force  was  abtindant  throughout 
the  community,  to  secure,  if  directed  with  skilf, 
spirit,  and  enterprise,  our  defence  everywhere;, 
and,  6y  ofience,  to  make  the  enemy  feet  It  had 
become  bis  interest  to  abstain  from  plunder  and 
oppression. 

To  efiect  the  first  great  object,  defence  of  the 
exposed  partS|  it  strUck  him  as  of  primary  import- 
ance, that. the  whole  jurisdictional  limits  or  the 
United  States  should  be  divided  into  military  dis- 
tricts, that  the  command  of  each  should  be  inirusir 
ed  loan  ioftelligent  officer,  who  should  have  under 
his  command  certain  portions  of  artillery  and  iu- 
fantry  of  the  regular  army ;  that  in  each  district 
there  ishoold  he  a  sufficient  number  of  eannoa 
mounted  on  travelling  carriages,  which  could  be 
rapidly  directed  to  such  parts  as  may  be  threat- 
ened ;  and  an  engineer  to  devise  the  plans  and 
superintend  the  erection  of  such  works  of  de- 
fence as  may  be  necessary.  Tbese  would  form 
the  rallying  points  of  defence  in  periods  of  dan- 
ger, and  will  be  sure  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
the  whole  country.  When  it  shall  have  placed 
before  it  proofs  that  the  protecting  arm  or  Gh)V- 
ernment  is  everywhere  extended,  it  will  bestow, 
in  return,  its  confidence  and  attachment.  For 
this  object,  also,  the  care  of  the  Qovernment  can- 
not be  too  early  directed  to  the  East  Florida  fron- 
tier ;  there  danger  already  exists.  ,  In  its  present 
state  it  is  improvable  by  the  enemy  to  our  essen<- 
tial  injury:  it  is  perfectly  within  his  control  for 
every  military  purpose  he  mav  contemplate,  and 
will  require  an  equal  force,  whether  oceupied  bf 
the  United  States  or  not.  He  would  exemplif]^ 
more  in  detail  his  views  on  the  subject  of  defence, 
by  enumerating  the  military  distrkis  and  the 
least  number  of  troops  which  ought  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  each.  If  the  Representativea  from 
those  districts  shall  object,  that  the  number  of 
troops  allotted  to  each  was  too  small,  and  he  fek 
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eonfident some  of  them  would;  he  reph'ed,  such 
objection  served  only  to  strengthen  his  argument, 
and  the  more  satisfactorily  proves  the  present 
military  establishment  insufficient,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  increased.  He  requested  it  might  be 
recollected,  his  observations  were  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  all  the  bills  or  system  he  had  reported,  be- 
cause they  were  all,  in  some  measure,  pendent  on 
the  success  of  the  present  motion.  To  Boi^ton 
district,  including  Portsmouth  and  the  whole 
State  of  Massachusetts,  600;  to  Newport,  in- 
cluding the  States  of  Conaecticut  and  Rnode 
Island,  600 ;  to  New  York,  inclusive  of  that  State 
and  New  Jersey,  1,000;  to  Philadelphia,  com- 
prising the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware, 
400 ;  to  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  Norfolk,  including 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  500;  to  Charleston,  in- 
cludioff  North  and  South  Carolina,  400 ;  to  Sa- 
vannah and  the  East  Florida  frontier,  2.000;  to 
New  Orleans,  comprising  Mobile,  West  Florida, 
and  Natchitoches,  2,500 ;  to  Detroit  and  all  the 
Western  frontier,  2,000;  making  an  aggregate  of 
10,000  regulars.  These,  taken  from  the  Estab- 
lishment already  provided  for,  leaves  a  force  of 
25,000.  The  difference  between  the  numbers  en- 
listed, and  effective  men,  is  very  material ;  in  no 
service,  however  actual,  is  it  estimated  at  less 
than  one-fourth,  with  new  levies  at  least  one- 
third  ;  deduct  onlv  10,000  from  the  whole  number 
Provided  for,  we  shall,  supposing  our  ranks  filled, 
ave  in  the  field  only  15.000  that  can  be  directed 
aeahast  Niagara,  Kingston,  Montreal,  Lower  Can- 
ada, and  Halifax.  Is  that  number  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  Qovernment?  This  must  de- 
pend upoa  the  number  and  quality  of  the  oppos- 
ing force.  It  ought  not  to  be  estimated  that  the 
regular  force  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  is  less 
than  12.000;  besides  these,  there  are  several  thou- 
sand militia,  and  at  Halifax  three  thousand  regu- 
lars. To  drive  this  force  from  the  field  you 
should  cross  the  St«  Lawrence  with  a  well  ap- 
pointed army  twenty  thousand  strong,  with  a  re- 
serve, always  desiraole,  with  raw  troops  indispen- 
sable, of  ten  thousand.  We  ou^ht  liot  to  calcu- 
late on  peace.  The  Administration  have  in  vain 
sued  for  it,  through  Mr.  Russell,  even  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  sarcastic  sneers  of  the  British  Min- 
ister ;  let  us,  then,  prepare  in  good  earnest  for  war. 
If  the  Spring  shall  not  brins  with  it  peace,  the 
campaign  must  open  in  a  style  of  vigor  and  force 
calculated  to  inspire  confidence  of  success  among 
ourselves,  and  awe  in  the  enemy.  The  result  of 
such  a  state  of  things  will  be  ais  favorable  to  us, 
by  depressing  the  spirits  of  the  adversary,  as  by 
making  our  own  troops  undaunted ;  nothing  must 
be  left  to  chance  that  is  within  the  compass  of  our 
means;  we  must  deserve  to  be  fortunate.  To 
be  successful,  our  movements  everywhere  must 
be  in  concert;  at  the  same  moment  we  move  on 
Canada,  a  corps  of  ten  thousand  men  should, 
from  the  province  of  Maine,  threaten  Halifax ;  as 
a  diversion,  it  will  indisputably  be  felt ;  such  a 
force,  if  disre^rded  by  the  enemy,  trusting  to  the 
supposed  difficulty  of  approach,  will  be  compe- 
tent to  the  reduction  of  Halifat. 
The  character  of  our  Qovernment  had  been  so  | 


depressed  in  Europe,  not  more  by  foreign  than 
domestic  misrepresentation,  as  much  even  within 
these  walls  as  without  them,  it  had  become  ne- 
cessary to  make  war  to  place  bur  backs  against  the 
wall  and  prove  to  European  marauders  there  is- 
a  point  beyond  which  we  will  not  recede.    Thi^ 
good  the  war  has  accomplished ;  but  it  hM  be» 
come  more  than  ever  necessary  to  prove  that  we 
will  not  only  declare  war,  but  can  prosecute  it 
with  energy  and  courageous  enterprise.    Th» 
honor,  the  character  of  the  nation  require  that 
the  British  power  on  our  borders  shall  be  demol- 
ished in  the  next  campaign— her  American  pro- 
vinces once  wrested  from  her,  every  attempt  to 
recover  them  will  be  chimerical,  except  through 
negotiation.    The  road  to  peace  then  lies  through 
Canada.    Wheti  we  shall  once  be  in  possession 
of  it,  peace,  honorable  peace,  the  sole  onject  of  ua 
all,  is  secured.    But  some  gentlemen  affect  a 
sympathy  for  the  Canadians — whv,  say   they, 
will  you  make  war  on  them?    Tney  have  not 
injured  us.    Nor,  sir,  has  the  British  tar  injured 
us,  although  he  is  the  instrument  of  plunder  and 
impressment.    It  is  to  conquer  the  sovereignty  of 
the  soil,  .to  raze  the  British  power,  to  reach,  by 
such  means,, her  profligate  and  unjust  ministry, 
that  war  is  waged  at  an— the  unarmed  will  never 
fall  on  American  bayonets;  it  is  not  against  the 
people  of  either  Canada  or  Great  Britain,  but 
against  the  English  subject  in  arms,  that  the  wair 
is  directed.    By  physical  force  then  alotie  can 
we  proceed.    Mr.  W.  here  recapitulated  at  some 
length  the  amount  of  the  force  provided  and  that 
which  was  necessary  for  the  various  objects  thalt 
should  be  accomplished,  showing  that  at  least 
twenty  thousand  additional  regulars  ought  to  be 
authorized.    How,  asked  be,'shall  this  deficiency 
be  supplied?    Shall  we  rely  on  the  militia? 
Sound  policy,  not  less  than  experience,  forbids  a 
draught  on  them  for  permanent  service.  However 
valuable  they  are  for  sudden  emergencies,  and  in 
this  way  too  much  reliance  cannot  be  placed  on 
them;  economy^  both  to  them  and  the  Govern- 
ment, forbid  their  use  for  other  purposes.    Their 
state  of  discipline  and  insubordination,  (except  in 
the  face  of  danger.)  circumstances  growing  out 
of  the  freedom  of  our  institutions;  the  waste  of 
public  nropertr,  which  he  could  illustrate  by 
strong  facts,  all  unite  to  dissuade  us  from  this  re- 
sort.   Call  them  out  on  short  terms  of  duty,  and, 
so  much  time  is  lost  in  marching  to  and  from 
the  places  of  rendezvous,  you  ar^  subject  to  pay 
nearly  double  the  force  necessary  to  maintain 
any  one  point;  make  the  term  or  service  long, 
and  you  disproportion  the  burden  of  the  war.   In 
short,  the  great  mass  who  form  the  militia  will 
find  it  eheaper  to  pay  regulars  than  fight  them- 
selves. 

Shall  we  any  longer  deceive  ourselves  by  a 
further  dependence  on  the  absurd  volunteer  acts? 
Experience's  equally  warning  on  them.  Though 
thousands  of  your  brave  countrymen,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, have  rushed  to  the  field  of  danger,  it  was 
certainly  not  under  the  volunteer  acts.  If  ever 
one  scheme  was  better  calculated  to  deceive  its 
authors  than  another,  this  surely  is  it.    To  say 
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nothing  about  its  unconstitutional  character,  it 
is  a  miserable  coDtri^ance,  perfectly  nugatory, 
except  to  accomplish  disappointment.    Without 
a  bead,  its  operations,  to  say  the  least  of  them, 
begin  at  the  wrong  end.    The  people  are  to  mhti- 
age  the  afTair— to  associate^— to  enroll  themselves 
— to  recommend  officers.    Organize  a  regiment, 
it  will  be  made  up  of  such  discordant,  insubordi" 
Date  materials,  strangers  to  and  ignorant  of  each 
other,  confidence  cannot  ezist  in  it;  but,  above 
«11,  the  volunteer  is  to  indent  himself  for  three 
years  for  the  performance  of  oae  year's  service. 
Kepeal  (hese  acts,  as  the  bill  proposes,  with  a 
reservation  of  the  rights  that  have  accrued  under 
<bem,  and  the  services  to  the  Gbverdment  of  the 
men  who  have  enrolled  themselves,  and,  in  their 
atead,  authorize  a  corps  of  20,000  roeii  of  an  efficient 
regular  character.     When  the  colonels  shall  have 
been  selected  for  their  virtues  and  influence,  give 
to  them  the  selection  of  their  officers — they  can 
better  judge  who  ou^ht  to  command,  and  who 
can  raise  men  in  their  own  neiffhborhood,  than 
the  President  or  the  Senate.    This  mode  will 
only  change  the  appointment  of  officers,  from  in- 
dividual members  of, Congress  to  the  colonel, 
who  certainly  will  be  more  scrupulous  who  he 
mssociates  with  him  in  danger  than  any  other  can 
be:  they  may  be  safely  intrusted  with  this  power 
under  the  approbation  ot  the  President*     With 
auch  a  provision  the  corps  can  be  raised  almost 
as  soon  as  the  officers  can  be  nominated  by  the 
President,  approved  by  the  Senate,  and  commis* 
aioned  by  the  Secretary  at  War.    The  term  of 
enlistment  is,  confessedly,  not  the  most  eligible 
to  form  soldiers;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  is  doubtful 
whether  you  can  set  a  force  sufficiently  strong 
on  a  long  period,  the  present  is  proposed.    Bttt 
for  the  gallant  and  brave  patriot  of  the  Revolution 
before  him  (Colonel  Stuart)  be  should  have 
omitted  to  add  this  mode  was  found  the  most 
efficacious  to  raise  men  during  the  Revolutionary 
war:  havinff  been  tested  by  experience  it  may  be 
again  relied  on. 

Hanng  shown  the  necessity  of  aujpmenting  the 
regular  forces,  it  was  equally  material  to  provide 
for  filling  the  ranks,  and  for  Keeping  them  at  their 
full  complement  when  filled.  With  this  view 
was  the  1st  section  introduced.  The  greatest 
evil,  incident  to  the  recruiting  service,  resulu 
from  the  number  of  persons  to  whom  th«  public 
money  was  necessarily  distributed ;  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  persons  with  whom  it  is  in- 
trusted, will  be  its  misapplication.  To  remedy 
this  it  is  proposed  to  appoint  officers  to  each  regi- 
ment, for  that  particular  purpose,  in  no  way  dif- 
ferent from  those  already  appointed,  who  shall 
be  employed  in  jecruitiog  for  their  respective 
regiments;  these  to  be  under  the  order  of  a  major, 
who  shall  receive  and  be  accountable  for  the 
issue  of  money  and  clothe.4  for  that  service.  The 
ranks  filled,  the  presence  of  all  the  officers  on  the 
present  estabjishment  will  be  indispensable,  as  in 
our  service  tlie  proportion  of  privates  to  the  offi- 
cers is  greater  than  in  any  other  service  whatever. 
The  new  organization  which  was  given  to  the 
Army  at  the  last  session  increased  the  number  of 


privates  in  each  company  without  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  officers.  If  two  lieutenants  were 
necessary  in  a  company,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cipline and  recruiting,  when  it  consisted  of. only 
sixty-four  privates,  assuredly  three  are  as  much 
so  now  it  is  raised  to  ninety.  The  recruits,  as 
fast  as  they  are  enlisted,  may  be  concentrated 
under  the  eye  of  the  major,  where  they  may  be 
exercised  and  drilled,  so  that  when  he  joins  the 
regiment,  they  will  be  qualified  to  enter  the  ranks 
and  face  th«  enemy. 

He  expected  to  hear  it  objected  that  these  ad- 
ditional officers  were  unnecessary,  seeing  the 
reffiments  were  not  full.  He  apprehended  this 
obiection  was  more  specious  than  solid.  Con- 
sidering  all  the  eircnmstanees  in  relation  to  the 
Army,  the  period  when  raised  and  how  officered, 
fie  believed,  supposing  the  regiments  only  half 
filled,  it  was.  indispensably  necessary  the  officers 
should  be  constantly  with  them.  lie  was  much 
mistaken  if  the  officers  were  not  as  raw  as  the 
private  soldiers — it  was  as  important  they  should 
be  familiar  with  those  duties  as  they  whom  they^ 
are  to  command.  It  would  be  nothing  short  of 
butchery  to  send  brave  men  into  the  field,  under 
such  circumstances,  wheh  in  our  power  to  avoid 
it.  *  AH  the  dollars  and  cents  you  will  save 
by  refusing  these  few  additional  officers  would 
not  be  worth  the  life  of  a  single  man,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  possible  slaughter  of  thousands 
without  the.m.  Of  necessity  our  officers  need  in- 
struction; they  should  be  devoted  to  it  during 
the  winter;  they  can  be  nowhere  so  beneficially 
employed  as  with  iheii  regiments  on  duty.  It  is 
the  quality,  not  the  number  of  the  troops,  that 
secures  aiia  improves  victory. 

One  other  objection  he  could  anticipate— per- 
haps those  who  can  sneer  at  the  disasters  and 
misfortunes  of  the  iate  campaign  may  obiect  that 
there  is  no  encouragement  to  vote  additional 
forces,  see  ins  those  which  have  been  already 
rai^d  have  been  so  illy  employed.  It  becomes 
us  all  to  be  equally  faithful  to  our  country,  whe- 
ther her  arms  are  victorious  or  not ;  it  is  in  times 
of  discomfiture  that  the  patriot's  resolution  and 
virtues  are  most  needed.  It  is  no  matter  by  what 
party  names  we  are  distinguished,  this  is  our  coun- 
try— we  are  children  of  the  same  family,  and 
ought  to  be  brothers  in  a  common  cause.  The 
mbfortune  which  befalls  one  portion,  should^sink 
deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  others  also.  What  tkiis- 
fortune  so  great  as  the  loss  of  character  ?  If  we 
shall  forset  our  impatience  under  disgrace,  and 
look  back  on  the  events  that  have  passed,  with 
only  as  much  candor  as  becomes  us,  this  objec- 
tion must  vanish.  Under  the  circumstances  in 
which  it  found  itself,  without  experience,  either 
in  itself  or  others  to  guide  it,  Administration 
ought  not  to  be  censured  for  the  bad  military  ap- 
pointments it  may  have  made,  however  much  it 
may  deserve,  if  it  shall  retain  men  in  employ, 
when  found  incapable  to  discharge  the  duties  in- 
trusted to  him.  lie  was  fearless  of  contradiction 
in  declaring,  all  our  disasters  sprung  from  a 
cause  which  no  man  in  the  nation  could  have 
anticipated.    It  was  next  to  impossible  any  hu- 
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mao  being  could  ha?e  foresaeii,  bhicIi  less  pro- 
vided agaiost  i.L  It  was  with  pain  and  reluctance 
be  felt  it  his  duty  to  speak  of  an  officer  fallen  and 
disgraced ;  be  wished  he  could  discover  any  cause 
for  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  less  heinous  than 
treachery  or  cowardice — between  them  he  saw 
nothing  to  choose.  Justice  wijl  hereafter,  if  party 
heat  denies  it  now,  pronounce  the  plan  of  the 
campaign,  as  intrusted  to  General  Hu|l,  easy  to 
be  accomplished  and  jutiicious  in  its  objects. 
The  conimandaot  was  furnished  with  every 
means  necessary  for  success — with  money,  men, 
provisions,  and  munitions  of  war,  in  abundance. 
What  better  mode  could  have  been  adopted,  (o 
prevent  Indian  hostility  and  intercept  British 
supplies  of  the  instruments  of  massacre?  That 
your  Army  had  not  been  protruded  beyond  the 
point  with  which  communications  could  have 
been  maintained,  is^ evident  from  the  events  which 
followed.  What  was  there  to  mar  success  1  The 
commandant  at  Maiden  needed  only  an  apology 
to  surrender !  What  if  the  other  Hull  had  com- 
manded? Everything  would  have  fallen  be- 
fore him — great  science  was  not  necessary  j  cour- 
age and  faithfulness  would  have  accomplished 
everything.  A  train  of  heavy  artillery  was  not 
required  to  batter  a  breach  for  the  assault;  it 
was  not  necessary  to  fire  a  single  guo«— not  a  cart- 
ridge need  have  been  -  expended — the  bayonet 
alone  was  adequate  to  have  taken  Maiden  at 
any  hour  from  the  moment  the  American  Army 
croBsed  into  Canada,  till  its  most  shatnefui  re- 
treat. The  fort  was  not  enclosed — one  entire 
side  was  open  to  assault.  Yes,  sir,  had  the  brave 
Hull,  who  bore  your  *^  thunder  on  the  mpuntain 
wave,"  directed  the  valor  of  the  Army,  he  would 
have  poured  the  storm -of  victory  resistless  on 
the  foe.  This  black  deed,  without  a  battle,  was 
consommated  in  the  eoUdtoue  surrender  of  the 
brave  corps  which  wera  hastening  to  his  relief; 
these,  too,  were  arrested  and  thrown  back  on  the 
community,  leaving  the  whole  Western  frontier 
exposed  to  savage  inroads  Hence  all  our  mis- 
fortunes I  After  this,  will  it  be  coi^tended  that 
the  accidental  appointment  of  an  improper  agent 
shall  cause  a  refusal  of  the  force  necessary  to 
drag  our.  drowned  honor  up  from  the  ocean  of 
infamy  into  which  il  has  been  plunged  ?  Im- 
possible !  i&conomy  of  life  and  treasure  call  for  a 
vigorous  campaign— away  with  lifeless  expe- 
dients; miserable  inertness  must  be  banished^* 
zeal  and  enercy  must  be  infused  everywhere. 
One  protracted  campaign  will  cost  twenty-fold 
more  than  the  expenditure  now  asked  for.  Let 
this  be  the  signal  for  f  esolntion— 4he  first  evidence 
of  energetic  policy.  Let  us  suppose  ourselves 
leading  the  forlorn  hope,and  assume  the  spirit  and 
vigor  characteristic  of  such  an  enterprise — the 
Army  will  feel  it— the  people  will  feel  it — dis- 
aster and  disgrace  will  then  disappear.  It  is  to 
save  the  public  treasure — the  people's  blood  ;  it 
is  for  the  reclamation  of  character,  I  ask  for  high 
bounties  and  premiums ;  and,  so  asking}  I  hope 
not  to  be  denied. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
several  blanks  in  tbefirst  bill,  and  carried. 


Mr.  H.Ci^Y  congratulated  thecotinnittee  and 
the  nation  on  the  system  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  their  consideration,  and  the  prospect  of 
prosecuting  the  next  campaign  with  a  visror 
which  should  insure  a  successful  result.  He 
rose  at  this  time,  however,  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  repeal 
so  much  of  former  laws  as  authorizes  a  bounty 
of  land  to  the  reeruiu.  ,  He  was  satisfied  that,  as 
respeeted  tbe  nation,  this  was  a  waste  of  its  capi- 
tal, without  producing  a  single  provident  result. 
As  to  the  recruitinff  service,  he  was  convinced, 
from  what  be  had  h^ard,  that  it  added  soarcely 
anv  inducement  to  the  recruit—that  it  had  not  ad- 
dea  an  hundred  men  to  the  Army.  He  confeiMed 
he  had  been  much  mistaken  as  to  the  effect  it  had 
been  expected  to  produce,  Ac.  Mr.  C.  added 
many  remarks  going  to  jiupport  his  positions^ 
stating,  among  other  things,  that  the  land  would 
in  the  end  get  into  the  hands  of  speculators, 
and  the  individuals  for  whose  benefit  it  wa^  in- 
tended would  derive  no  advantage  from  it.  Now, 
that  it  was  proposed  to  increase  the  bount]^  in 
money,  he  thought  it  would  be  a  proper  occasion 
to  repeal  so  much  of  the  exisiting  laws  as  allowed 
a  bounty  in  land,  on  which  the  recruits  set  gen- 
erally as  much  value  as  if  it  were  located  in  the 
moon.  Mr.  C.  eonclpded  by  making  a  motion 
to  that  ^eoc. 

Mr.  Taoup  and  Mr.  Bibb  stated  objections  to 
the  motion,  as  going  to  withdraw  what  was  cer- 
tainly, in  many  parts  of  the  eountry,  an  indqee- 
ment  to  enlistments,  at  a  time  when  every  means 
ought  to  be  called  into  action  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Cult's  motion  was  then  agreed  to  by  the 
Committee. 

The  other  bill  before  the  Committee,  going 
to  authorize  the  raising  an  additional  force  ot 
twenty  thousand  men  for  one  year,  was  then 
taken  up.  and  the  blanks  therein  severally  filled. 

Mr.  Pitkim;  adverting  to  the  provision  of  the 
bill  which  gives  the  appointment  of  officers  be- 
llow the  rank  of  colonel  to  tho  President  alone,  jn- 
qutred  the  reasons  why,  contrary  to  the  general 
usage,  the  Senate  were  precluded  from  concur- 
rence in  these  appointments  ? 

Mr.  WiLUAMB  stated  that  the  motive  of  the 
committee  in  profiosing  this  proviston  was,  to 
avoid  thcdelay  incidental  to  tne  minor  appoint- 
ments, which  could  be  much  more  easily  and  ef- 
fectually madeTby  the  colonels  of  the  regiments, 
respectively,  who  would  be  personally  acquainted 
with,  and  responsible  for,  the  good  conduct  of 
^hose  who  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  it  was  on  account  of  his  objec- 
tions to  this  provision  of  the  bill  and  for  other 
reasons  that  he  was  about  to  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise.  The  Hoose  had  just  been  presented 
with  the  plan  of  the  next  campaign  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Williams,) 
and  the  bills  for  increasing  our  present  regular 
force  to  fifty-five  thousand  men  had  been  to-day 
for  the  first  time  under  discussion.  He  confessed 
for  himself  that  he  wished  for  a  longer  time  to 
examine  them,  not  only  in  principle  but  in  detail; 
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he  hoped  that  two  days  at  leaat  wonld  be  spent  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  a  subject  so  all-im- 
portant to  the  vital  interests  of  the  nation.  Mr. 
r.  particularly  objected  to  the  provision  giitiof^ 
the  appointment  of  inferior  officers  to  the  Presi- 
dent eiclosively.  The  gentleman  had  told  the 
House  these  officers  were  in  fact  to  be  appointed 
by  the  colonels ;  and  that  if  they  were  virtuous 
the  power  would  be  well  lodged.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
P.,  has  liot  the  gentleman  this  day  told  yon  that 
one  of  vour  Gknerats  was  eithef  a  traitor  or  a 
coward  ?  Suppose  the  colonel  of  a  regiment  was 
such  a  roan,  could  you  trust  the  appointmenC -of 
your  officers  to  him  ?  You  would  not.  For  this 
reason  I  would  prefer  the  appointment  residing 
in  the  officers  heretofore  designated  for  the  pur- 
pose. There  may  not  be  so  nnich  despatch  as  io 
the  mode  now  proposed,  because  it  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  our  Government  to  be  rapid  in  its  move* 
anents.  Despatch  is  the  virtue  ofdespc^ism,  but 
caution  and  deliberation  are  the  virtues  of  Re- 
publican Gk)vernment.  Tl^ere  is  much  more  da a- 
^r  in  giving  the  President  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing miliiary  officers,  than  there  would  be  in  gir- 
iag  him  the  power  of  appointing  civil  officers. 
You  may  neit  say,  sir,  that  the. President  shall 
appoint  all  military  officers*  Oive  him  an  army 
of  an  hundred  thousand  men,  with  officers  of  bts 
appointment,  and  who  will  say  that  he  shall  sub- 
mit to  re-election  every  four  years  ?  The  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  has  now  more  power 
than  is  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of  Repub- 
lican Qovernment.  If  this  Government  ever  be 
wrecked,  it  will  be  on  the  rock  of  Presidential 
power.  I  am  not  for  arming  him,  who  already 
possesses  too  m(|ch,  with  more  powers.  It  is- the 
patronage  from  immense  standing  armies  that  I 
fear.  I  ask  the  gentleman,  whether  raising  such 
armies,  and  giving  power  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint  the  officers,  be  not  sap- 
ping the  foundation  of  the  Government  ?  It  is 
in  time  of  wars  and  convulsions  that  power  is 
improperly  vested  in  men ;  and  when  they  have 
thus  obtained  the  power,  it  has  been  found  diffi- 
cult in  peace  to  divest  theiii  of  it.  I  ask  if  a 
Burr,  or  a  person  of  like  disposition,  had  been  put 
at  the  head  of  this  immense  military  force,  with 
the  power  of  appointin|[  all  his  officers,  where 
would  be  the  liberties  of  this  people  ?  I  would 
stop  the  project  in  /t'mtne'— I  would  resist  it  at 
the  thresnold.  I  do  hope  the  Committee,  for 
this  and  other  reasons,  will  rise,  and  spend  at  least 
another  day  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
fhe  gentleman  talk  of  resisting  the  principle  at 
the  threshold.  This  principle,  Mr.  W.  said, 
was  not  new.  The  law  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  passed  in  the  year  1796^  gave  the  President, 
besides  the  power  to  commission  ofl^ers,  so  much 
objected  to  by  the  gentleman,  the  power  to  call 
into  service  and  commission  any  number  of  com* 
panics  he  thought  proper.  Mr.  W.  perfectly  ap- 
preciated (he  said)  the  observations  of  the  gen- 
tleman about  limiting  Executive  power;  but  he 
thought  the  gentleman  would  admic  that  in  a 


state  of  declared  war,  when  we  are  injdanger 
from  every  quarter,  it  is  not  expedient  to  delay, 
procrastinate,  and  interrupt  the  necessary  proFi- 
sioos  to  secure  our  safety.  We  were  not  in  179S, 
when  this  provision  was  adopted,  in.  a  state  of 
danger ;  we  assuredly  are  now,  and  it  cannot  be 
less  expedient  now  than  then.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
W.,  Eratostratus  got  himself  a  name  by  haviog 
destroyed  the  Athenian  temple ;  let  it  be  our  care 
that  by  our  delay  and  procrastination  we  do  not 
become  equally  notorious  in  the  destruction  of 
our  country. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  it  had  become  rery  fashiona- 
ble of  late  to  refer  to  the  Administration  of  John 
Adams  for  precedents  for  measures  of  the  present 
day.  The  measures  to  which  the  gentleman  has 
alluded,  together  with  many  other  things  of  that 
day,  did  not  meet  the  Bppro|)ation  of  Mr.  P.,  nor, 
he  apprehended,  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  whom.  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  he  had 
heard  inveigh  against  them.  He  considered  the 
case  the  gentleman  had  quoted  as  a  bad  prece- 
dent, and  would  not  pursue  it.  If  it  was  wrong 
then,  let  us  avoid  it  and  do  right  now.  Mr.  ^ 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise  and  ob- 
tain leave  to  sit  again*. 

Mr.  Little  opposed  the  motion.  The  subject 
was  as  well  understood  now,  as  it  could  be  tn 
two  or  three  weeks ;  and  the  gentleman  was  at 
liberty  to  propose  any  amendment  now  that  he 
thought  proper. 

Mr.  Rrba  conceived  that  the  wise  framers  of 
our  Constitution  had  intended  to  authorize  Con- 
gress to  place  the  power  of  appointing  these  offi- 
cers wherever  they  thought  proper ;  and  had  not 
contemplated,  in  a  case  of  great  emergency,  that 
any  such  appointments  should  await  the  slow 
process  of  going  through  the  Senate.  Mr.  R. 
could  not  conceive  a  greater  emergency  than  ex- 
isted at  present.  He  was,  therefore,  willing  to 
sanction  the  exercise  of  the  power,  and  was  op- 
posed to  postponement. 

Mr.  BioELOw  hoped  the  Committee  would  rise 
and  report  progress.  It  was  true  that  this  bill 
had  been  proposed  some  days  ago,  bv^t  it  was  onlj 
todav  that  the  iatentioq  with  which  the  addi- 
tional force  was  proposed  and  the  plan  of  the 
campaign  had  been  laid  before  them,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  examine  that  subject  correctly  with- 
out mature  deliberation.  He  expected  to  have 
heard  the  gentleman  fo  farther,  and  estimate 
the  probable  expense  of  the  force  proposed  to  be 
raised,  and  of  the  additional  officers  proposed  to 
the  present  army.  There  is  also  another  import- 
ant consideration,  said  Mr.  B.  I  was  glad  to  hear 
the  gentleman  sa3r  his  object  was  to  effect  a  peace 
with  Great  Britaifl.  If  that  be  his  object,  it  is 
proper  to  inquire  whether  this  be  the  most  prob- 
able mode  of  obtaining  peace.  I  believe  Great 
Britain  would  be  more  likely  to  make  peaee^  if 
she  were  satisfied  that  our  measures  were  adopted 
with  prudence,  caution,  and  due  deliberation. 
She  will  be  much  more  satisfied  of  your  ability 
to  maintain  your  rights  if  you  do  not  attempt 
more  than  you  can  effect.  Is  it  to  be  expected 
that  Gieat  mitai^i,  powerful  as  she  b,  is  to  be  in- 
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timidated  to  make  peace  hf  such  measures  as 
these?  Will  they  tend  to  give  her  a  air  greater 
idea  of  our  power  than  she  now  has?  '  I  appre- 
hend not^  sir.  I  apprehend  that  if  Great  Britain 
sees  we  are  adopting  wise  and  prudent  measures; 
that,  instead  of  mrdding  her  territories  our  care 
is  to  provide  for  events.  eUard  our  frontier  from 
attack,  and  attack  her  only  where  we  can  injure 
her,  she  will  be  much  more  likely  than  now  to 
suppose  our  war  will  be  effectually  prosecuted. 
These  are  important  considerations,  which  ought 
to  be  duly  weighed  before  we  go  out  of  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  this  subject.  For  these  rea- 
sons, sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  Committee's  rising, 
with  a  view  to  sit  again  on  the  subject. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  Committee's 
rising,  and  i»egatived— *51  to  43. 

Mr.  Tallmadgb  moved  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  which  directs  the  manner  in  which 
the  company  officers  shall  be  appointed.  He  said 
be  had  hofied  that  the  Committee  would  have 
risen  and  given  at  least  one  day  for  consideration  j 
that  they  would  have  maturely  weighed  and  de- 
liberately made  up  their  minds  on  this  question. 
It  is  true  that,  in  1798,  there  was  a  power  given 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint 
all  officers  for  ten  thousand  men  under  the  rank 
of  field  officers ;  but  the  appointment  of  all  field 
officers  was  retained  to  the  President  and  Senate. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  knew  how  perfectly  easy  it  was 
to  go  CD  step  by  step,  and  ytdd  power  till  it  all 
passed  out  of  our  hands.  The  argument  now  is 
a  plea  of  urgency.  What  was  the  case  in  1796? 
Not  the  same  as  now.  Congress  had  been  mak- 
ing preparations  on  the  contingency  of  war.  The 
language  of  the  law  which  has  been  referred  to 
is  to  this  effect :  in  case  of  war  being  declared 
by  any  foreign  Power,  or  the  country  actually 
invaded,  then  the  President  shall  have  the  power 
of  appointing  these  officers.  Such  a  provision 
was  very  different  from  that  now  proposed.  Mr. 
T.  was  also  opposed  to  this  section  in  the  bill,  be- 
cause be  would  not  pass  a  bill  going,  as  far  as  in 
the  power  of  this  House,  to  take  away  the  power 
of  appointment  from  the  Senate.  It  was  a  disre- 
spect he  would  not  offer  to  them,  to  call  upon 
tnem  to  ratify  a  law  depriving  themselves  of  a 
power  they  have  uniformly  possessed  and  exercised. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Tallmadob'b 
motion  to  strike  out  the  section,  and  lost. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  two  bills 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Weombsdat,  December  30. 

Mr.  CBiTTEicnEN  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Royal  Converce ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day next. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  containing 
the  result  of  the  assays  of  foreiffn  gold  and  silver 
coins  made  current  by  the  act  ofthe  16th  of  April, 
1806;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Way*  and  Meatts. 


ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House'  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  two 
bills  yesterday  considered.  The  first  bill  which 
came  under  consideration  was  the  following : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hhuee  of  RepreeentO" 
Uvea  of  the  United  State*  of  America,  in  Congren 
aeeembledj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  and  he  is  hereby  •nthorized,  by  and  with  the 
advice  snd  consent  cdT  the  Senate,  to  appoint  one  ad- 
ditional major  to  the  first  regiment  of  light  dragoons, 
the  regiment  of  light  artillery,  each  regiment  of  infan- 
try, and  the  rifie  regiment,  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  receive  the  like  pay»  rations,  forage, 
and  other  emoluments,  as  officers  of  the  same  grade 
and  corps  of  the  present  Military  Establishment 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  be 
appointed,  in  manner  aforesaid,  one  third  lieutenant 
to  each  troop  or  company  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  who,  if  of  cavalry  or  light  dragoons,  shall  re- 
ceive the  monthly  pay  of  thirty  dollare ;  and  if  of 
other  corps  twenty-three  dollan,  snd  be  sllowed  the 
same  forage,  rations,  and  other  emolumenta,  as  sec- 
ond liautonanU  of  the  same  corps  to  which  they 
belong. 

Smc.  8.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  there  be 
allowed  to  each  troop  or  company  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  one  additional  sergeant,  who  shall  re- 
ceive the  like  pi^,  clothing,  rations,  and  other  emol- 
omento,  as  seigeante  of  the  present  MiUtary  Estab- 
lishment. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  fisrther  enaetedf  That,  in  order 
to  complete  the  presenf  Military  Establishment  to  the 
full  number  authbrized  by  law,  with  the  greatest  po^ 
sible  despatch,  there  shall  be  paid  (in  lieu  of  the  boun- 
ty in  money  heretofore  allowed)  to  each  efiective  able- 
bodied  man  who  shall  be  duly  enlisted  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
or  during  the  war,  a  bounty  of dollars ;  but  the 

Sayment  of  twenty  dollars  of  the  said  bounty  shall  be 
eferred  nntil  he  shall  be  mastered,  and  have  joined 
some  military  corps  of  the  United  States  for  service; 
and  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  latad, 
as  heretofore  established  by  law. 

Ssc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  com- 
missioned officen,  who  shall  be  employed  in  the  re- 
cmiting  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  for  every 
efiective  able-bodied  man,  who  shall  shall  be  dnly  en- 
listed, by  them  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during  the 
war,  and  mustered,  and  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years,  the  sum  of  Jive  dollars:  Provided, 
nevertheieset  That  this  regulation,  so  iar  as  respecto 
the  age  of  recruits,  shall  not  extend  to  musicians,  or  to 
those  soldiers  who  may  re-enlist  into  the  service :  And 
provided,  also.  That  no  person  under  the  ageof  twea- 
tv-one  years  shall  be  enlisted  by  any  officer,  or  held  ia 
the  service  of  the  Unite4  States,  without  the  consent, 
in  writing,  of  his'paient,  guardian,  or  master^  first  had 
and  obtained,  if  any  be  have ;  and  if  any  officer  shall 
enlist  any  person  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean* 
ing  of  tluB  act,  for  every  sudbi  offiinco  he  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  amount  ofthe  bounty  and  clothing  which 
the  person  so  recruited  may  have  received  from  the 
pubUc,  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  and  emolomeat 
of  such  officer. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Commit- 
iee  went  to  repeal  so  much  of  former  acts  as  al- 
lows a  bounty  in  land  in  addition  to  the  bounty 
ia  noiiay. 
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The  conctorrenee  in  the  amendment  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  QBtmoT,  TALiArsBBO,  Find- 
UST,  Rhea*  Bibb,  Tboup,  and  Dbsha  i  SLod  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Stow  and  Bakbb. 

The  arguments  on  the  one  hand  were,  general- 
ly,  that  the  experiment  of  a  bounty  of  land,  eren 
if  of  doubtful  expediency,  bad  not  been  sufficiently 
tested  by  practice  to  autnorize  its  abandonment ; 
that  although,  as  had  been  stated,  it  might  not 
hare  operated  in  some  parts  of  tne  country  to 
encourage  enlistments;  in  others,  it  had  been  a 
main  inducement;  and  those  opposed  to  the 
amendment  deemed  it  proper  to  oner  erery  prae- 
ticable  facility  to  enlistments.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  said  that  this  bounty  in  land  was  no 
inducement  to  enlistments,  in  any  degree  com- 
pared with  its  intrinsic  value ;  that  it  was,  there- 
fore, an  improvident  expenditure  of  the  public 
resources,  especiallv  when  the  bounty  should 
have  been  increased,  as  it  probably  would  be,  to 
fortv  dollars. 

The  amendment  was,  in  the  end,  oegatired  by 
a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Pbabson,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
asked  for  information  on  the  subject  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  now  enlisted,  dbc. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB  said,  in  reply,  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiairs  had  been  furnished  with 
information  on  this  head  by  the  proper  Depart^ 
ment ;  but  had  deemed  it  would  be  prejudicial 
to  the  public  serrice  to  lay  it  in  detail  before  the 
public.  It  was,  howerer,  free  to  the  inspection 
of  every  gentleman  in  the  House  who  chose  to 
consult  the  documents. 

Mr.  Peabbon  said  it  was  because  the  informa- 
tion was  not  public,  and  he  wished  to  consult  the 
documents,  that  he  was  not  now  prepared  to  vote 
on  this  subject.  He  could  not  see  the  necessity 
for  appointing  additional  officers  to  the  Army, 
when  It  was  evident  miny  of  those  already  in 
service  had  not  men  to  command.  He  there- 
fore moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  Monday.  The  motion  was  nega- 
lived^ 

The  next  question  was  on  filling  the  blank  for 
the  increased  bounty  with  forty  dollars.  This 
question  was  decidecf  in  the  affirmative— yeas  69, 
nays  40,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Willis  Alston,  jon.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  £«ekiel  Bacon,  David  Baid,  WiUiam  Bsiw 
nett,  Biirwell  Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  WtlKam  A.  fiorwell*  Wil- 
Ham  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Ja«.  Cochran,  WiUiam  Craw- 
A>rd,  Richard  Cntts,  Roger  Davb,  Joyeph  Desha,  8am- 
nel  Dinsmore,  Elias  Earle,  WiUiam  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshaek  FrankKn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Gruntik,  BoUing  HaH,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawer,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie, 
WUtiam  McCoy,  Samuel  MeKee,  Aranah  Metcalf, 
Samuel  L.  MltcbOl,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Oimsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
James  Pleasants,  Jan.,  Benjamin  Pond,  WilUam  M. 
RichardaoB,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John'  Rhea,  John 
Roaae>  Jonathan  Roberts,-  Ebeneier  Sage,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samnel>  Muw, 


Geoige  Smith,  Silas  Slow,  William  Strong,  lohn  Tali- 
aferro, George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
WhitehUl,  David  R.  WUiUms,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and 
Richard  Winn* 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harm  anus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  junior,  WU- 
llam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Lyman  Law,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  George  C.  MazweU, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomss 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah 
Quincy  John  Randolph,  WilUam  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  WiUiam  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
Stanford,  PhUip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samnd 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlaodt, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  other  blanks  were  filled  by  the  words,  as 
inserted  in  ths  above  copy  of  the  bill,  in  italic. 

Mr.  Ely  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  three 
first  sections  of  the  bill,  for  the  reason  that  he 
could  not  see  the  necessity  of  appointing  addi- 
tional officers,  when  it  was  evident  that  more 
were  now  in  servicte  than  could  be  employed. 

Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Dbsba  replied  that,  as 
was  staled  yesterday,  these  officers  had  become 
necessary  for  the  recruiting  service,  as  the  ser- 
vices of  the  present  officers  would  be  necessary 
with  their  respective  regiments.  As  to  the  lieu- 
tenants, when  the  companies  consisted  of  no  more 
than  sixty-four  men,  two  lieutenants  had  been 
considered  necessary ;  and  now  that  the  compa* 
nies  were  increased  to  ninety,  no  objection  could 
be  made  to  a  third,  which  had  become  necessary. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROOOR  having  called  for  a  divis- 
ion of  the  question,  the  question  was  first  taken 
on  striking  out  the  first  section,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  34,  nays  75,  as  follows: 

TiAs — AbUah  Bigebw,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditus Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  WiUiam  Craw- 
ford, John  Davenportj  junior,  WilUam  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Jacob  Hally, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  ^o>0^  Lew- 
is, jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timotky 
Fitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah  Quin^Tr  WiUiam 
Reed,  WUUam  Rodman,  Daniel  fihefisy,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
TaUmadge,  Pierre  Vair  Cortlandt,  Labaa  Wheaton, 
Leonard  MThite,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and  Thomas 
Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel 
Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  WiUiam  Barnett, 
BurweU  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Black- 
ledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  William 
BuUer,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davis, 
Joseph  Deehk,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  WUliam 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Charles 
Goldsborouf  h,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Pehx 
Gmndy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
Uam R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peler  Little,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Geoige  C.  MazweU,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  WiUiam  McCov,  Samuel  McKee,  Ara- 
nah Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  MitdiiU,  Jereanali  Monow, 
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Anthony  New,  Stephen  Ormsbj,  Israel  Pickens,  Ju. 
Pleasancs,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond»  WiUiarn  M.  Richard- 
son, Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  B.  ^bertson,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Sevbert,  George  Smith,  SiJaa  Stow,  William  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner, 
jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiiUams,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

The  question  was  then  on  striking  out  the 
second  and  third  sections,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  42,  nays  66,  as  follows : 

Teas— John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
ETarmaniiB  Bleeeker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breekenridge, 
Elijah  Brigham,  WiiHam  A.  Bttrwell,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomae  B.  Cooke, 
William  Crawford,  William  Ely,  Jamee  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charlee  Goldsborongh,  Edwin 
Gray,  Jacob  Hnify,  John  M..  Hyneman,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis  jr.,  George  C. 
Maxwell,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tiipo- 
thy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  PoUer,  Jooiah  Quiacy,  John 
Randolph,  William  Reed,  William  Rodman,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B,  Sturges,  Samnel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

NjLTtf — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel 
Avery,  William  Barnett,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  Wm.  But- 
ler, John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Matthew  Clay,  Jas.  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Richard 
Cntts,  Roger  Davis,  Jos.  De^ha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  felias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  Jamee  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, leaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  €rmndy,  BoUing  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  flawes,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Little, 
Aaron  Lyle^  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBr^de,  WUIiam  MeCoy,  Samnel  MoKee,  Sam- 
nel L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  OrmsbT*  Israel  Pickens, 
James  Pleasantsjr.,  Benjanun  Pond,  Henry  M.  Ridge- 
ly, Thomas  B.  Robertson, .  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Lemnel  Sawyer.  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliafer- 
ro, George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  qoestion  was  then  taken  on  engroseaieat 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  passed  In  the 
affiroMUire— yeas  70,  nays  37,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Arciier,  Daniel 
Avery,  Baridel  Baoon.  David  Bard,  WiUiam  BameU, 
Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUltam  Blaofc- 
ledger  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calbonn,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
Cheves,.  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton, William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davis, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Charles 
Goldsborongh,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Laeodc,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  Me**oy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Samuel  L.  Mitdnll,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
Jmnea  PleaMyits,  Jan.,  Benjamin  Pond,  WiUiam  M. 


Richardson,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thos.  Sam- 
mons, John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith,  John 
Taliaferro,  Uri  Traey,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
William  Widgeiy,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleocker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  George  C.  Max- 
well, Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Jooiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  TaHmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leon- 
ard White,  and  Thomas  Wilson, 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  ^hoje 
on  the  other  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  enti- 
tled "  A  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force,  and  for  other  purposes"— 
the  first  section  of  which  is  as  follows : 

B^  it  enacted^  4e«>  That,  in  addition  to  the  present 
MUitary  Establishment  of  the  United  Sutes,  there  be 
raised  twenty  regiments  of  infantry,  to  be  enlisted  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

[The  remainder  of  the  bill  is  mere  detail ;  the 
bounty  on  enlistment  sixteen  dollars.] 

Mr.  Gold  said  this  was  a  bill  involving  quee- 
tions  of  great  importance,  as  well  in  principle  as 
in  its  details.  There  was  one  feature  especially  of 
the  bill  which  required  mature  consideration  ;  he 
alluded  to  the  limited  periodof  service  of  the  pro- 
posed additional  force.  There  was  no  pressing 
emergency  to  hurry  the  bill ;  and  he,  therefore, 
moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  it 
to  Monday. 

Mr.  QoiNcr  enforced  the  propriety  of  post- 
ponement. In  relation  to  the  bill  just  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  though  he  did  not  approve  of 
many  of  its  principles,  he  had  not  objected  to  it, 
not  being  disposed  to  be  unnecessarily  captious. 
But  ihe  bill  now  under  consideration  was  of  a 
very  different  character  from  that.  It  proposed 
to  augment  our  military  force  by  the  addition  of 
20,000  men.  It  would  not  be  pretended,  he  said, 
that  the  postponement  of  this  bill  for  a  week 
would  materially  affect  the  operations  of  the 
Qovernmeot.  It  could  not  be  pretended  that  the 
bill  wae  not  connected  with  the  great  relations  of 
the  country.  On-  the  contrary,  Mr.  d.  said,  it 
opened  the  whole  scope  of  the  argument  on  the 
great  questions  growing  oat  of  the  present  war, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been,' and  was 
proposed  to  be,  conducted.  '  He  said  that  to  prove 
It  he  need  only  refer  to  the  observations  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who  stated 
what  proportion  of  force  was  destined  by  the 
Qovemment  against  one  or  another  quarter— 
aninst  Halifax,  and  affainst  the  Ftoridas.  [Mr. 
Williams  explained,  that  he  had  spoken  not  of 
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the  Florida^,  but  the  Florida  frontier,']  Be  that 
as  ft  mi^bt,  Mr.  d.  said,  it  was  evident  that  this 
bill,  and  the  questions  resultiofi:  from  it,  were  ne- 
cessarily the  great  qujpstionsof  the  session;  that 
these  questions  touched  the  whole  course  of  the 
Administration  ;  that  they  had  relation  to  the 
present  character  and  future  prospects  of  the 
country.  The  bill  had  been  brought  on  the  tapis 
but  last  Monday,  and,  not  having  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  it,  be  was  for  one  unprepared 
to  act  9n  the  subject.  But  it  was  not  from  per- 
sonal considerations  that  he  asked  for  time,  but 
from  the  general  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  con- 
stituents,  which  impelled  him  to  require  further 
time  to  examine  the  whole  bearing  of  the  ques* 
tion. 

Mr.  FiBK  said  that  he  was  among  the  number 
of  those  who  ardently  hoped  the  motion  would 
not  prevail.  If  on  this  bill  all  the  relations  of 
this  country  were  to  be  brought  into  discussion, 
the  stronger  was  the  reason  for  immediately  en- 
tering upon  it ;  for,  calculating  od  past  expe|-i- 
ence,  the  discussion  would  transcend  reasonable 
limits,  and  proeraj^tinate  unnecess^artly  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  The  House  could  not  have  for- 
gotten that  it  had  been  intimated  from  the  other 
aide  of  the  House  at  the  last  session,  that  the 
majority  were  not  serious  in  their  declared  inten- 
tion to  go  to  war,  because  the  force  the?  proposed 
to  raise  was  not  adequate  to  the  object.  The 
proposition  now  before  the  House  was  intended. 
to  procure  an  immediate  addition  to  our  mili- 
tary force.  If  the  recent  scenes  on  the  frontier 
of  New  York  had  not  been  sufficient  to  prompt 
gentlemen  to  lend  their  aid  to  retrieve  the  char- 
acter of  the  nation,  no  argument  from  this  side 
of  the  House  could  be  expected  to  have  influ- 
ence. If  this  bill  even  were  to  pass  without  u6^ 
dergoing  the  wide  discussion  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  anticipated,  the  gentleman  need 
not  be  at  a  loss  to  find  an  opportunity  to  discuss 
the  subject  on  another^ occasion. 

Mr.  Gold  said  he  was  surprised  the  gentle- 
man bad  not  abstained  from  the  allusion  he  had 
made  to  the  frontier  of  New  York.  That  fron- 
tier, Mr.  G.  said,  was  now  a  victim  to  the  unfor- 
tunate |K>licy  which  bad  dictated  a  premature 
declaration  of  war.  Instead  of  advancing  to 
the  object  for  which  war  baa  been  avowedly  de- 
clared, we  were  every  moment  receding  from  it. 
Twelve  months  had  been  thought  sufficient  time 
for  iu  accomplishment  at  the  last  session ;  and  it 
would  now  take  three  times  as  long  as  any  one 
Aould  then  have  supposed  it  wou(d.  Mr.  G. 
wished  iurther  time  for  consideration.  After  the 
disaster  on  disaster  which  had  taken  place,  it 
was  time  to  look  about  us,  and  see  that  the  mea- 
sures now  proposed  F^re  calculated  to  redeem 
our  afiairs  on  the  frontiers  from  the  calamitous 
situation  in  which  they  now  stand.  The  bill 
just  passed  upon  would  answer  every  present 
emergency,  and  give  more  time  for  mature  con- 
sideration oT  that  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Troup  said  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
ffrant  the  postponement  askj*d  by  the  gentlemen. 
(Messrs.  Gold  and  CtutNCY,)  if  their  object  was 


consistent  with  that  of  the  committee.  The  ob* 
ject  of  the  committee  was  to  combine  a  union  of 
council  and  energy  of  aiction  in  favor  of  the 
war.  The  next  campaign  must  be  opened  with 
vigor,  and  prosecuted  to  success.  With  this 
view,  the  committee  had  presented  a  system; 
gentlemen  might,  ii  they  pleased,  call  it  a  sys- 
tem of  the  Executive.  They  submitted  it  to  the 
House,  not  as  the  very  best  which  it  was  possible 
for  human  ability  to  devise,  but  the  best  which, 
under  all  circumstances,  they  were  able  to  pre- 
sent; they  asked  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
to  take  it,  not  word  for  word,  as  it  was  submitted, 
but  to  take  it  for  as  much  a«  it  was  worth ;  to 
amend  it  if  defective;  to  substitute  one  in  lieu 
of  it  if  radically  wrong.  Tiieir  argument  would 
be  listened  to  with  pleasure — their  amendment 
or  substitute  respectfully  considered.  But  the 
motion  to  postpone  was  inadmissible,  because  the 
motive  was  incorrect;  procrastination  in  the 
present  state  of  the  country  was  death.  Gen  tie- 
men  would  neither  amend  the  system  with  a 
view  to  make  it  better,  nor  would  ttiey  substitute 
one  in  lieu  of  it.  They  were  opposedjo  the  war; 
they  disavowed  any  responsibility  for  its  origin, 
pn^ress,  or  consequences— ^it  was  a  war  of  wick- 
edness against  innocence.  Gentlemen  had  ex- 
f)res8ly  said  so ;  they  would  not  give  you  a  dol- 
ar  or  a  man  to  carry  it  on.  Yet  are  we  asked  to 
postpone  the  bill — to  hear  the  argument — ^to  risk 
the  loss  of  another  campaign.  If  there  be  any- 
thing which  can  endanger  the  system,  it  is  delay. 
A  week  or  a  day  is  of  ffreat  importance.  It  is  a  Par- 
liamentary rule,  that  he  wlio  is  radically  opposed 
to  a  bill  shall  not  amend  it.  It  Is  a  good  rule  that 
he  who  is  opposed  to  the  war  shall  not  plan  the 
campaign.  A  gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House  (Mr,  Potter^  had  said,  in  a  spirit  of 
frankness  and  candor  which  did  him  honor,  that 
having  opposed  the  war  he  was  opposed  to  the 
ways  and  means  of  conducting  it,  and  therefore 
to  every  object  of  expenditure  connected  with  it — 
to  a  navy,  an  army,  and  everything  else.  He 
was  happy  to  find,  however,  that  there  were  some 
gentlemen, on  th'e  same  side  of  the  House  who 
would  not  act  with  him;  Who  would  not  sacri- 
fice the  country  to  the  passions  of  party.  Mr. 
T.  only  asked  that  the  majority,  to  whom  the  re- 
sponsibility attached,  should  be  perrnitted  to  pro- 
ceed in  AirnishingChe  fixeeutire  with  the  means 
of  conducting  the  war. 

Mr.  (iniNCr  said  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont had  been  well  answered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  It  was  extraordinary  indeed 
that  he  should  have  brought  into  view  the  objec- 
tion made  last  session  on  this  sjde  of  the  House, 
that  the  war  was  premature.  Was  not  that  ob- 
jection made  good  ?  Had  not  experience  proved 
the  objection  valid?  Did  not  the  present  bill 
present  further  evidence  of  it?  If  gentlemen 
had  attended  to  those  arguments  at  a  former  ses- 
sion, we  should  not  have  gone  to  war  until  we 
were  prepared,  and  there  would  have  been  no 
necessity  for  this  bill.  The  honprable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  said  Mr.  Q,.^  chose  to  inti- 
mate that  our  motirefl  are  not  correct  in  wishing 
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postponement.  If  the  gentleman  meant  to  inti- 
mate that  we  were  opposed  to  war,  and  that  this 
opinion  of  ours  was  incorrect,  we  ce'rtainly^  are 
opposed  to  war.  But  the  question  now  under 
consideration  has  no  hearings  on  that  point.  It 
concerns  our  relations  with  our  constituents; 
which  demand  that  we  should  ba^e  an  opportu- 
nity to  canvass  the  merits  of  the  bill.  ^  As  to  the 
proposed  bill,  would  it  not  be  a  fair  argument  in 
opposition  to  it  that  the  description  of  force  it 
embraces  is  incompetent  to  its  object?  Is  it  not 
competent  to  show  that  the  whole  statement 
made  by  the  eenileman  frotn  South  Carolina  is^ 
erroneous,  and  that  these  men  will  not  be  ade- 
quate to  the  purposes  in  view?  We  are  now 
about  establishing  or  sanctioning  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  4b«  next  campaign,  and  gentlemen  are 
for  deciding  it  instantatieouslv.  Is  this  correct? 
I  appeal  to  gentleman  themselres— their  sense  of 
propriety,  oi  character,  of  duty.  I  shall  hold 
myself  perfectly  discharged  from  all  obligation 
to  debate  such  a  bill,  if  its  decision  be  pressed  at 
this  moment.  There  can  be  but  one  apology  for 
this  baste ;  that  this  whole  bill  is  a  sham  fire,  to 
raise  a  great  ^moke,  to  hide  a  retreat  if  that  be 
the  object,  your  haste  ttnd  hurry  is  wise.  If  this 
bill  be  pressed  through  as  proposed,  without  al- 
lowinj^  time  for  deliberation,  it  will  be  viewed  in 
that  light  by  the  nation.  If  gentlemen  wish  to 
carry  on  war  to  effect,  they  must  carry  with  them 
the  minds  of  intelligfent  people,  who  roust  first 
be  convinced  that 'your  roeaiM  are  adequate  to 
the  end,  the  instrument  to  the  purpose.  How 
can  it  be  so  considered,  when  those  who  have  a 
right  to  debate  the  subject  are  precluded  the 
opportunity?  No  ^och  course  of  proceeding  is 
knowa  in  the  British  Parliamenr.  Questions  of 
great  momeRt  are  always 'postponed  for  investi- 
gation ;  the  day  for  discussion  is  previously  fixed, 
and  those  who  choose  to  discuss  the  great  princi- 
ples of  the  pending  question  have  a  rierht  to  do 
80.  But  here  the  wish  to  postpone  is  represented 
as  the  result  of  a.  factious  spirit.  Mr.  €t.  said  he 
considered  the  motion  he  baa  made  as  what  he 
had  a  right  to  demand ;  that  this  was  a  subject 
which  of  all  others  peculiarly  required  discus- 
sion, viz :  whether  20,000  men  should  be  added 
to  oar  regiilar  army,  when  no  roantpretended  to 
say  that  our  present  ranks  wer^alf  filled.  He 
did  not  intena  to  have  touched  rae  merits  of  the 
bill  now;  but  he  did,  he  said,  wish  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  test  the  merits  of  the  bill  not  only  be- 
fore the  House  but  before  the  community. 

Mr.  ReEiL  said,  if  he  Ihougbt  that  an  allow- 
ance of  a  few  days  to  the  geotleraan  was  likely 
to  produce  conviction  on  the  gentleman's  mind| 
he  should  be  verv  ready  to  give  it.  But  he  saw 
DO  probability  ot  such  an  event.  The  necessity 
of  this  bill,  he  said,  had  grown  out  of  the  defects 
of  a  system  on  which  gentlemen  had  wished  to 
rely  for  everything,  but  which  great  pains  had 
been  taken  to  render  inoperative.  As  to  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  Mr.  R.  said  that  he  had  always 
understood,  they  went  through  every  subject  at 
one  sitting ;  and  he  had  no  objection,  for  his  part, 
aa  it  met  the  geailemaa's  approbation,  to  follow 


their  example.  If  the  bill,  indeed,  was  nothing 
but  a  sham  fire,  the  sooner  it  was  got  oat  of  the 
way  the  better.  He  was  willing  to  take  his  share 
of  responsibility  for  its  passage,  and  if  it  was  so 
terrible  a  thing,  the  sooner  the  nation  saw  and 
remedied  the  evil,  the  better.  He  was  willing  to 
run  the  risk.  As  to  sham  fire,  he  did  not  know 
what  it  was;  it  was  something  li^e  the  land  in 
the  moon,  which  had  been  spoken  of  in  debate ; 
invisible  and  not  understood,  because  inaccessible 
to  mail's  comprehension. 

Mr?  Williams  said  he  did  not  feel  himself  au^ 
thorized  to  require,  but  he  should  be  glad  that  the 
gentleman  would  favor  the  House  with  an  ex- 
planation of  what  he  meant  by  comparing  chii 
bill  to  a  sham  fire,  dbe. 

Mr.  ^iNCT  said  he  would  explain  with  pleas- 
ure.' He  had  not  said  such  was  the  character  of 
the  bill,  but  that  it  would  be  so  considered  if  hur- 
ried through  ia  this  way.  Did  gentleman  sup- 
pose the  passage  of  such  a  bill  as  this  was  to  «f* 
feet  the  opinions  of  people  across  the  Atlantic? 
No ;  such  persons  would  look  at  our  ways  and 
means.  The  nerre  of  war  is  money.  When  yoa 
exhibit  it,  said  he,  you  may  produce  some  effect 
on  the  mind  of  your  antagonists.  But  no  man 
has  yet  shown  how  the  ways  and  means  are  to 
be  provided.  Your  bill  will  be  considered  a  mere 
sham  in  those  countries  habituated  to  the  expenses 
of  wars,  if  you  do  not  first  exhibit  the  ways  and 
means  to  carry  it  into  operation.  I  object  to  the 
bill,  at  thistime,  because  if  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try is  to  be  maintained,  it  must  be  On  solid  prin- 
ciples, growing  out  of  an  ample  provision  of  rev- 
enue. After  that  object  be  effected,  it  will  be 
time  to  go  into  other  considerations. 

Mr.  ^  concluded,  by  saying  that  he  hoped  this 
eiplaoation  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  gentle- 
msn  from. South  Carolina. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB. — Not  exactly,  sir.  I  believe 
there  is  something  in  the  gentleman's  bosom, 
which  he  has  not  explained.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
the  gentleman  thinks  that  the  administration  of 
the  Qovernment  are  as  perfectly  satisfied  as  we 
are,  that  the  system  on  which  the  war  has  here- 
tofore been  conducted,  is  not  to  be  relied  on  ;  that 
they  are  determined  that  the  inertness  which  has 
heretofore  pervtufed  everything  shall  cease,  and 
that  a  system  of  energy  and  perseverance  shall  be 
substituted.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  has 
discovered  that  we  are  disposed  to  offer  sojch 
terms  to  Great  Britain,  as,  should  she  resist  them, 
would  compel  th^  gentleman  and  his  friends  to 
come  out  and  support  the  war;  that  there  is  a 
disposition,  by  yielding  certain  minor  points  in 
controversy,  to  place  our  relations  with  Great 
Britain  on  such  a  footing  as  to  abolish  all  oppo- 
sition to  the  war,  if  she  re/ose  to  accommodate 
with  us.  I  did  hope,  sir,  to  have  drawn  this 
knowledge  and  belief  from  the  gentleman ;  I  did 
hope  he  would  have  been!  more  candid,  and  ex- 
plained what  he  meant  by  calling  this  bill  a  sham 
fire,  but  I  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  if  the  gentleman  who  had 
made  the  motion  to  postpone,  wished  for  time  to 
prepare  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  he  was  wiiiing 
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to  accord  it.  But  when  postponement  is  asked, 
the  mover  ought  to  show  cause  for  rt.  On  ques- 
tions affecting  the  means  of  Carrying  on  a  war,  a 
speedy  decisioo  seems  proper,  unless  good  grounds 
appear  for  delay.  As  to  the  British  Parliament, 
e? ery  question  was  there  discussed  and  decided 
in  one  eveoioff ;  for  there  they  always  went  into 
debate  after  dinner,  and  then  their  speeches  were 
inspired  by  their  wine.  In  this  country  the  prac- 
tice was  different,  but  much  greater  opportunity 
for  debate  was  afforded. 

Mr.  Gold  said  he  did  wish  to  move  amend- 
ments.  He  had  an  objection  to  the  shortness  of 
the  term  of  service  proposed,  viz :  one  year ;  and 
he  wished  the  bill  postponed  to  prepare  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  the  gentleman  and  him- 
self exactly  agreed  in  the  objection  to  the,  bill ; 
but  it  required  no  great  consideration  to  move  lo 
strike  out  **one"  and  insert  "five"  years.  So 
that  thai  reason  was  not  adequate  for  postpone- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  posiponement, 
and  negatived— yeas  40,  nays  71,  as  follows.: 

Ykas — Abijah  Bigelow,  Hamianus  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jnnior,  George  C.  Maxwell,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josikh  Qnincy, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  SUnlbrd, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stuigea^  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wil- 
son. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun«,  Stevenson  Arober,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  Bar- 
nett,  BurweU  Bassett,  WUtiamW.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blacks- 
ledge,  Robert  BrOwn,  William  A.  BurweU,  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
Oheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard  CntU,  Roger  Davis,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samnel  Dinsmoor,  Blias  Earle;  WUliam 
Findley,  JamBs  Fisk,  Meshack  FrankUn,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  HaU,  Obed 
HaU,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyne- 
raan,  Joseph  Kent,  WflUam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Meora,  WUUam  MeCoy,  Samuel  L.  Mitcfaill,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,.  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jnn.,  'Benjamin  Psnd, 
Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jon- 
athan Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier.  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  WiUiam  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
Jan.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  WUUams,  WUliam 
Widgeiy,  and  Richard  Winn. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  8MILIE. 

So  soon  as  this  decision  was  declared — 
Mr.  Findley  rose. — It  ismy  melancholy  duty, 
said  he,  to  announce  to  this  Hou»e  that  my  ven- 
erable colleague  and  old  friend  and  associate. 


JoBN  SmuB,  is  no  more.  He  departed  this  life  at 
two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  superin- 
tend the  funeral  of  the  deceased,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Findlet.  Lyle,  Brown.  Roberts,  Da- 
vis, Lacock,  and  Hyneman. 

A  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  re- 
questing each  member  of  the  House,  in  testimoDf 
of  their  respect  to  the  memory  of  John  Smilie, 
to  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitch,  the  House  thea 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  December  31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ficidlby, 

^eao/Mci,  tinamfitoiiajy,  That  the  members  of 
this  HoUif  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late 
John  Sii ilie,  this  day,  at  two  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  John  Smilie,  late 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  thftt  his  funeral  will 
uke  place  at  two  n'clock,  this  day. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  1. 1813. 

Mr.  Baker  presented  a  petition  of  Michael  Mc- 
Kewan,  of  Virginia,  prayipg  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  a  ne^ro  man,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  and 
for  t^o  wagons  and  eight  horses,  and  sundry  other 
articles  furnished  to  the  United  States  during  the 
Revolutionary  war. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  MoKeb  presented  to  the  House  certaia 
resolutions  adopted  by  ^be  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky, approbatory  of  the  conduct  of  the  General 
Gbvernment,  and  expressive  of  their  opinion  *'  re- 
specting our  foreign  relations." — Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic I^nds,  to  whonr  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  ^'approving  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  as- 
certain and  settle  the  exterior  line  of  the  public 
land  at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Mon- 
day nexV  P 

Satorday,  Jannary  2. 

Mr.  BAseerr,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^  in  addition  to  the  act  con- 
cerning letters  of  marque,  prises,  and  psize  goods," 
reported  the  disagreement  of  that  committee  to 
the  said  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  amendment  was  postponed. until 
Monday  next.   . 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  establish  post  routes,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  providing  Navy  pensions,  in 
certain  cases,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


481 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


482 


January,  1813.  Organization  of  the  Arm^f^  Additional  Military  Force. 


H.opR. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  bill  .supplemeDtary^  to  the  act  for  the  more 
perfect  orgaDJzation  of  the  Army  of  the  Uaited 
StateSj  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Stow  asked  the  iadulgence  of  the  House 
for  one  moment ;  not  that  he  might  advocate  or 
oppose  the  present  bill,  but  that  he  might  ezplaio 
to  this  House,  and  the  nation,  the  vote  he  was 
about  to  give.  I  was,  said  he,  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  war,  and  I  have,  by  every  lawful  means  in 
my  power,  endeavored  to  change  the  Executive. 
Shall  I  then  vote  the  means  for  carrying  on  a  war 
which  I  opposed,  and  place  those  means  at  the 
disposal  01  men  in  whom  I  kave  but  little  confi- 
dence? I  deliberately  say,  yes.  When  the  peo- 
ple, by  their  constituted  agents,  have  said  '^  we 
will  have  war,''  and  when  they  have  decided  who 
shall  be  the  Executive  to  conduct  it,  I  conceive 
it  my  duty  to  furnish  all  reasonable  means  for 
carrying  their  will  promptly  and  vigorously  into 
effect.  If  the  Executive  misuse  these  means,  he 
is  answerable  to  seven  millions  of  people;  if  he 
use  them  wisely,  we  shall  all  share  in  the  pros- 
perity and  glory  of  our  country. 

The  bill  was  then  passed — yeas  65,  nays  34,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Eaekiol  Bap 
con,  David  Bard,  William  Barnett,  Burwell  Bassett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Francis  Can,  Langdon  'Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  'Cochran,  John  Clopton,  William  Crawford, 
Riehafd  Cutta,  Kogtr  Davis,  Joaeph  Deaba,  Samnel 
Dinamoor,  Eliaa  Earla,  William  Findley,  Meahack 
Franklin,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Oreen,  Felix  Grundy, 
BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett 
Hawea,  John  M.  Hyneman,  ioaaph  Kent,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Tbnmaa  Moor«,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mi|chill,Jei« 
emiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Jamea  Pleasanta»  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  Thomas  B. 
Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneaer  Seaver, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Sevbert,  Samnel  Shaw, .  George 
Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Tronp,  Chas. 
Turner,  Junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  HarmaAus  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breekenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke, 
John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Emott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
Jackaon,  junior,  Lyman  Law,  Joaeph  Lewis,  junior, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Joaeph 
Pearaon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
John  Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  WilUam  Rodman, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea, 
Samuel  Tajggart,  Bemamin  Talbnadge,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wileon. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  "  An  act  supple* 
mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  more 
perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.'' 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole'  oa  the 
12th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 16 


bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  raising  an  additional 
military  force. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  House  hayinff 
been  agreed  to,  the  question  was  stated,  Shall 
the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  7 

Mr.  MoRELET  said  that,  in  stating  concisely 
8om(  of  the  reasons  which  would  induce  him  to 
▼ote  against  the  present  bill,  he  should  not  attempt 
to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the  justice  or  ex- 
pediency of  the  war,  nor  the  policy  of  coiftinuing 
It.  War  is  declared,  and  it  appears  to  be  the  de* 
termination  of  those  who  have  the  control  of  our 
public  concerns  to  prosecute  it  with  the  utmost 
▼Igor;  yes,  air,  with  n  vigor  that,  within  twelve 
months  from  the  enlistment  of  the  twenty  thou- 
sand men  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  we  are  told 
must  brinff  it  to  a  8U|:cessful  termination.  Really, 
Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  listened  to  the  confident  as- 
surance of  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  that  with  these  twenty  thousand 
men,  in  addition  to  the  troops  already  raised,  and 
Toted  to  be  raised,  we  should  in  a  single  campaign 
be  able  to  conquer  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
New  BrunswicK,  and  that  the  object  of  all  these 
conquests  was  to  procure  an  honorable  peace,  I 
almost  felt  myselt  petsuaded  as  a  peace  man  to 
join  the  honorable  gentleman  in  his  project  of 
fighting  for  peace  one  year,  with  such  a  certainty 
of  obtamtng  it  at  the  expiration  of  that  period ; 
but  unfortunately  I  could  not  but  recollect  the 
fate  of  similar  assurances  made  on  former  occa- 
sions. When  we  were  about  declaring  war.  I 
very  well  remember  that  we  were  told  with  equal 
confidence  by  gentlemen  anxious  to  engage  in  it 

Sand  who  would  listen  to  no  arguments,  even  for 
elay,  against  the  measure)  that  we  had  only  to 
declare  war,  and  Canada  would,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months,  at  most,  be  ours ;  that  the  militia 
alone,  with  the  aid  of  a  very  few  regulars,  would 
be  competent  to  the  conquest  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, except  the  fortress  of  Ctuebec ;  and  that  that 
must  very  soon  fall  of  course.  An  honorable 
gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Fisx)  informed 
us  that  the  people  of  those  Provinces  would  al- 
most conquer  themselves;  that  they  were  at  least 
pre-disposed  to  be  conquered— to  use  his  own  ex- 
pression, that  they  were  **  panting"  to  participate 
in  our  liberey. 

Experience  has  now  proved  the  fallacy  of  these 
predictions.  Gentlemen  must  now  be  convinced 
that  Canada  is  not  to  be  conquered  quite  so  easily 
as  they  had  imagined — that  it  is  not  to  be  subduea 
with  a  few  thousand  militia,  regulars,  or  volttn<> 
teers,  though  aided  by  proclamations.  I  mention 
proclamations,  because  they  seem  to  be  considered 
as  an  indispensable  auxiliary  on  all  great  emerg- 
encies. What  can  be  done  by  proclamation.  I 
will  readily  concede  we  are  competent  to  ao. 
No  nation,  I  believe,  ever  arrived  at  greater  per- 
fection in  the  art  of  proclamation-making  tnaa 
we  hare  done ;  and  if  history  is  faithful  to  record 
them^  we  shall  in  this  particular  at  least  bear  the 
palm  from  all  the  world. 

Sir,  it  can  aflbrd  pleasure  to  no  man,  who  feels 
as  he  ought  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  his  coun- 
try, to  dwell  unnecessarily  upon  the  disasters  and 
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ditfinee  which  hare  everywhere  attended  our 
military  .operations  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war  to  the  present  time.  I  mean  upon  land ; 
for  to  our  little  Navy  too  much  praise  cannot  be 
given.  Our  gallant  seamen  have  not  only  afforded 
to  their  countrymen  examples  of  valor  worthy  of 
imitation,  but  ihey  have  also  taught  us  a  lesson 
of  wisdom,  by  which  I  am  happy  to  find  we  have 
manifested  a  disposition  to  profit.  But.  sir,  while 
gentlemen  must  feel  mortified  at  the  miserable 
termination  of  all  our  our  boasted  military  ex- 
ploits thus  far,  and  might  wish  to  draw  a  veil 
over  the  disgraceful  scenes  which  have  taken 
place,  it  cannot  be  done;  it  would  be  unwise  to 
attempt  it.  We  ought  rather  to  look  at  the  causes 
which  have  produced  our  misfortunes,  and  pursue 
a  course  in  future  which  may  not  expose  us  to 
similar  evils. 

The  disasters  of  the  war  have,  not  only  by  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  Military  Commiitee, 
but  by  other  gentlemen  who  have  occasionally 
adverted  to  the  subject^  been  ascribed  principally 
to  three  causes :  the  misconduct  of  the  Commau- 
der  of  our  Northern  Army  in  the  outset;  the  dis* 
affection  of  the  people  generally  in  the  Eastern 
States  to  the  war ;  and  to  the  retusal  of  the  Gov- 
ernors of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  to  fur- 
nish their  required  detachments  of  militia.  I  ap- 
prehend, however,  that  to  neither  of  these  causes, 
oor  to  all  of  them  combined,  can  fairly  be  impu- 
ted the  series  of  disasters  and  defeats  which  we 
have  experienced. 

The  capture  of  Hull  and  his  Army  might  have 
retarded  our  operations  in  that  quarter.  But  has 
Ihere  nor  been  time  enough  to  have  retrieved  that 
misfortune?  Have  we  not  since  had  other  Gen- 
erals to  supply  his  place,  and  other  armies  more 
numerous  than  his,  who  might  at  least  have  ob- 
tained a  foothold  in  Canada,  if  the  conquest  of 
it  was  so  easy  a  matter  as  was  represented.?  As 
to  to  the  disaffection  of  the  people  in  the  Eastern 
States,  it  is  well  known  that  a  great  proportion 
of  the  people  in  those  States  are  opposed  to  the 
war  ;  but  it  will  not  be  pretended,  that  they  have 
not  promptly  complied  with  all  Constitutional 
requisitions  in  support  of  it,  except,  indeed,  by 
aome  in  the  refusal  mentioned  of  the  Governors 
of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  to  furnish  the 
detachments  of  militia  required.  And  surely  it 
would  be  attaching  too  much  importance  to  their 
refusals,  to  consider  them  as  paralyzing  the  en- 
ergies of  the  whole  nation.  On  this  subject, 
Mr.  Speaker,  as  gentlemen  have  more  than  once 
alluded  to  it,  I  would  wish  they  would  spare  their 
remarks,  and  more  especiallv  their  censures,  un- 
til it  is  brought  regularly  before  the  House,  if 
each  step  should  be  deemed  advisable ;  then,  per- 
haps, more  may  be  said  upon  it  than  they  have 
anticipated.  And  if  those  States  shall  consider 
Congress  to  have  competent  jurisdiction  of  the 
aubjecf,  they  will  prohably^  acquiesce  in  any  de- 
termination that,  in  their  opinion,  may  comport 
with  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  not  be  incompatible  with  the  rights  of 
tevereignty  reserved  to  them  by  that  instrument. 
Perhaps  this  remark  may  be  thought  irrelevant  I 


to  the  subject  immediately  under  consideration  ; 
if  so,  I  can  only  plead  as  my  apolos;y,the  practice 
of  other  gentlemen,  and  particularly  the  example 
of  the  honorable  Speaker;  who,  I  recollect,  in 
his  able  speech  on  the  subject  of  the  Merchants' 
Bonds,  took  occasion  to  advert  to  the  disasters  of 
the  war — the  cause  of  them — and  to  comment 
with  some  severity  upon  the  conduct  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  for  refusing  obedience 
to  the  requisition  of  the  General  GovernmenL 
I  think  al^o  he  went  so  far  as  to  pronounce  an 
eulogium  upon  his  friend  from  Kentucky,  for  his 
patriotic  zeal  and  soldier-like  conduct  in  a  late 
expedition  a^inst  the  Indians.  I  do  not  mention 
*.his  with  a  view  of  casting  the  least  degree  of  cen- 
sure upon  the  Speaker  for  his,  but  only  es  an  ex- 
cuse, if  necessary,  for  my  own  digression. 

But  I  will  proceed  to  btate,  as  I  promised  to  do 
when  I  rose,  very  concisely,  some  of  the  reasons 
which  will  induce  me  to  give  my  vote  against 
the  bill  now  under  consideration.  And,  sir,  my 
objections  are  grounded  in  a  want  of  faith — an 
entire  disbeliet  that  the  twenty  thousand  men 
proposed  to  be  raised  for  the  term  of  twelve 
months  can  be  adequate  to  the  objects  for  which 
they  were  said  to  be  wanted. 

I  know  that' the  Chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee,  who  has  doubtless  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  is  perfectly  confident  that 
these  twenty  thousand  men,  and  the  thirty-five 
thousand  men  already  raised  and  to  be  raised,  are 
competent  to  carry  on  our  offensive  war  with  suc- 
cess and  afford  all  needed  protection  to  every  part 
of  the  country.  And  he  certaink  seemed  to  uke 
a  commanding  view  of  the  wholetground,  when 
he  addressed  the  House.  I  own,  sir,  I  was 
struck  with  admiration  at  the  facility  and  preci- 
sion with  which  the  honorable  j^renileman  ar- 
ranged and  disposed  of  this  force  in  different  di- 
rections for  the  purpose  of  offence  and  defence. 
The  whole  nation  seemed,  indeed,  at  once  to  be 
"  piit  into  an  armor  and  an  attitude  demanded  by 
the  crisis."  ^Ve  were,  with  this  fifty-five  thou- 
sand men,  not  only  to  be  guarded  at  every  vulne- 
rable point  at  home,  but  prepared  to  extend  out 
conquests  abroad  whenever  we  pleased. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  would  ask  whether  anv 
gentleman,  upon  cool  reflection,  can  bring  himself 
to  believe,  that  if,  with  all  the  force  of  every  de- 
scription which  has  been  employed  the  Summer 
past— if,  with  the  militia,  regular  troops  and  vol- 
unteers, we  have  not  been  able  to  gain  a  single 
inch  of  ground,  bat  lost  a  territory — I  would  a&k, 
if  it  is  seriously  believed,  that  with  the  force  re- 
lied on  for  that  purpose,  we  shall  be  able  in  a 
single  campaign  to  conquer  all  the  British  prov- 
inces in  America?  No  further  dependence,  it  is 
said,  can  be  placed  on  militia  or  volunteers^-all 
expectation  of  further  aid  from  them  is  aban- 
doned. The  war  is  now  to  be  carried  on  solely 
by  regular  troops.  But  how  much  preferable  in 
point  of  discipline  or  any  other  point  of  view  will 
be  the  raw  troops  now  to  be  raised  to  ordinary 
militia  ?  But  we  are  told  that  our  ill  success  has 
been  owing  to  our  officers.  Our  men  are  brave 
and  would  baTe  been  victorious,  but  we  have  had 
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bad  Qeoenls.  How  nwny  are  meaot  to  be  JdcIu- 
ded  ill  the  epithet,  I  do  Bot  know :  one  has  been 
the  roost  openly  denounced  io  this  House. 

Whether  any  or  what  change  is  to  be  made  in 
the  line  of  officers  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say. 
But,  as  there  appears  to  have  been  an  error  of 
jodg-ment  in  the  appointment  of  some  of  oar  ofli- 
cerft,  what  security  is  there  that  we  may  not  suffer 
further  from  the  same  e^use? — I  say  error  of  jodg- 
ment;  for  it  is  not  to  be  presumed,  that  on  the 
eye  of  a  war,  officers  wclnld  be  selected  from  mo« 
tiyes  of  favoritism.    Suppose,  then,  that  another 
Qenerai  should  prove  unworthy,  and  from  that  or 
from  some  other  cause  we  should  fail  of  accom* 
pushing  all  that  is  necessary  to  bring  the  war  to 
a  successful  close  the  next  campaign,  what  are 
"we  to  do  then  ?    Raise  another  army  of  twenty 
thousand  twelve-months  men.  and  so  coiitinue  to 
carry  on  the  war  ?    Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears  to  me 
that  those  who  have  the  management  of  a£&irs 
either  are  deceived  or  do  not  rightly  estimate  the 
magnitude  of  the  work  they  have  undertaken  in 
engaging  in  the  war,  or  are  afraid  from  some 
cause  or  other  to  adopt  the  measures  necessary 
to  prosecute  it  with  any  prospect  of  snccess.  The 
ground  of  controversy  with  Great  Britain  is  in- 
deed greatly  narrowed.    There  is  but  one  point 
of  difference,  it  appears,  remaining.    But  that  is 
a  point  which  we  well  know,  or  ought  to  know, 
that  she  will  not  yield  until  reduced  to  the  last 
eztremity-^ntil  ab^lutely  compelled  to  do  it. 
If  we  therefore  persist  in  our  demands  we  must 
expect  a  long  and  arduous  conflict.    Great  Brit- 
ain will  DO  doubt  defend  to  the  utrao&i  her  pos- 
sessions in  America ;  and  while  we  are  attempt- 
ing to  wrest  them  from  her,  she  v^ili  not  pro- 
bably on  her  part  be  idle  elsewhere. 

If  gentlemen  are  determined  to  persevere  in 
this  war,  they  ought  to  sit  down  and  deliberately 
count  the  cost  and  ptepare  their  means. 

We  must,  I  apprehend,  have  more  durable 
armies  than  twelve-months  men.  But,  sir,  I  do 
not  purpose  to  trespass  upon  any  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary rules  mentioned  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  TroupO  by  proposing 
any  amendment  to  the  present  bill.  Much  less 
does  it  come  within  my  purpose  to  point  out  the 
course  of  measures  proper  to  be  pursued.  But 
when  a  specific  proposition  is  submitted  to  the 
House,  I  presume  it  cannot  be  thought  incorrect 
for  any  gentleman  to  express  his  sentiments  upon 
it,  and  suggest  such  objections  as  present  them- 
selves to  bis  mind.  , 

And  I  do  apprehend,  as  I  have  attempted  sum- 
marily to  show — to  say  nothing  of  the  impolicy 
of  the  war  or  the  objections  arising  from  the 
structure  and  genius  of  our  Government  to  en- 
gaging at  any  time  in  offensive  war — I  do  believe 
that  the  force  proposed  by  this  bill  to  be  now 
raised,  when  added  to  that  we  already  have,  will 
bo  totally  inadequate  to  the  objects  of  offence  and 
defence  contemplated ;  that  if  we  rely  upon  it  we 
shall  be  again  disappointed ;  that,  instead  of  re- 
deeming the  honor  of  the  nation,  we  shall  be  in 
danger  of  further  defeats  and  disatfCers,  o£  sacrifi- 


cing more  men  and  more  moneyj  and  of  plunging, 
if  possible,  still  deeper  into  disgrace. 

Mr.  Gold  said  the  annals  of  this  Government, 
the  last  six  months,  commencing  with  the  decla* 
ration  of  war,  would  be  found  the  most  interest* 
in£,  the  most  deplorable. 

In  that  period,  we  have  seen  a  war  declared, 
precipitately  and  prematurely ;  for,  notwithstand- 
ingall  the  arguments  urged  on  that  occasioUi 
with  so  much  zeal  and  eloquence,  time  has  dis- 
sipated all;  the  illusions  have  vanished;  your 
arm^,  so  confidently  expected,  did  not,  under  the 
magic  of  that  declaration,  spring  into  exii»tence : 
the  condition  of  your  enlistments  would  not,  I 
apprehend,  at  this  hour,  justify  the  declaration  of 
war.  We  have  seen,  sir,  that  war  conducted  in  a 
manner  well  to  comport  with  the  spirit  in  which 
it  was  declared ;  disaster  upon  disaster  in  rapid 
succession  have  followed ;  the  tone  and  heart  of 
the  country  broken ;  universal  disgust  at  the  past, 
and  deep  concern  and  anxiety  for  the  future  pre* 
vail  everywhere. 

And  what,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  now  proposed  for 
the  future — what  is  to  retrieve  our  affairs — oa 
what  are  our  hopes  to  rest  ?  An  army  of  twelve* 
months  men!  A  broken  reed!  Anarmyandteml 
of  service,  which  well  njgh  lost  the  country  in  the 
Revolutionary  war ;  an  army  which  in  everj 
step  and  stage  of  that  war  received  the  uni* 
form  and  reiterated  censure  and  condemnation  of 
Washington,  and  every  intelligent  officer  of  that 
period;  an  army  that  stands  recorded  by  every 
historian  of  that  war  with  deep  reproach  and  rep* 
robation.  Such  is  the  fuundation  of  our  future 
hopes ;  shutting  our  eyes  upon  the  lessons  of  ex- 
perience, we  live  but  to  repeat  former  errors  and 
renew  our  sufferings.  Shall  we  never  learn,  that 
a  soldier  is  not  the  creature  of  an  hoar ;  that  ha 
must  be  seasoned  to  the  hardships  of  war ;  that  to 
remove  your  recruit  ftom  his  fireside,  from  hia 
plentiful  board,  and  all  the  comforts  with  which 
he  is  surrounded,  to  the  theatre  of  service,  there 
to  sleep  on  the  ground  in  tents,  with  two  or  three 
articles  of  subsutence  only,  is  to  give  him  up  a 
victim  to  disease,  to  consign  him  to  the  grave  9 
This  precise  result  is  presented  to  the  mind  by 
the  melaocholv  review  of  the  last  campaign ;  dis- 
ease and  death  have  walked  abroad  in  our  ar- 
mies on  the  frontier ;  they  have  been  swept  to  the 
grave  as  by  the  besom  of  destruction.  It  has  not 
stopped  with  your  army ;  the  frontier  inhabitants, 
infected  by  the  diseases  of  the  camp,  fly  from  the 
deadly  theatre  as  from  a  destroying  angel  1  Shall 
we  never  leara  the  difference  between  our  situa* 
tion,  and  that  of  nations  who  have  a  competent 
military  establishment,  sufficient  at  all  times  for 
both  offensive  and  defensive  operations? 

The  slender  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  whilst  it  consults  economy,  and 
favors  the  genius  of  the  Government^  forbids  a 
ha»ty  resort  to  war,  especially  extra-territorial  aud 
offensive  war;  time  for  preparation,  after  the 
measure  is  resolved  on,  is  indispen>able ;  and  a 
disregard  of  our  situation  in  this  respect  cannot 
fail  to  produce  defeat  and  disaster — to  produce 
such  a  campaiga  as  has  just  now  closed* 
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Bat  J  Mr.  Speaker,  wherefore  ehaoffe  the  term 
of  enlistment,  from  fire  years,  or  during  the  war, 
to  one  year  ?  The  sole  avowed  objept  of  the  war 
by  land  was  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas.    Are 

Jou  at  this  hour  nearer  your  object  than  on  the 
ay  you  declared  war,  or  has  that  object,  with  a 
steady  and  sure  pace,  constantly  receded  from  you 
as  you  bave  advanced  in  the  war  ?  Is  Canada  so 
far  conquered  that  you  can  now  reduce  the  term 
of  enlistment?  It  is  impossible  to  shut  our  eyes 
on  the  past ;  while  all  is  disgust  and  despondency 
with  our  own  citizens— -sick  of  the  past,  and  con- 
cerned for  the  future;  while  erery  post  hrinp 
to  the  Cabinet  fearful  and  alarming  changes  in 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  under  this  ilffated 
war ;  your  enemy,  the  Canadians,  take  courage, 
their  wavering  sentiments  have  become  resolved, 
and  union  in  defence  of  their  firesides,  the  land 
that  gives  them  bread,  is  spreading  and  cement- 
ing all  in  the  patriotic  vow. 

There  was  a  time,  sir,  when  you  had  friends  in 
the  Upper  Province;  there  were  many  who  wished 
well  to  your  arms,  and  would  have  greeted  your 
approach,  but  that  iil*fated  policy  which  precipi-*. 
tated  everything,  which  in  zeal  tor  the  end  over- 
looked the  means,  has  blasted  all  our  hopes  from 
that  quarter.  Th^  Canadian,  while  he  knows  your 
power,  distrusts  your  wisdom  and  your  capacity 
to  conduct  the  war ;  he  dares  not  commit  himself, 
his  all,  to  such  auspices.  Hence,  sir,  difficulties 
thicken  on  every  side,  and  at  least  three  times 
the  force  is  now  necessary  to  effect  the  conquest, 
which  would  have  been  required  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  Have  we  made  an  im- 
pression on  the  Prince  Regent  and  his  Ministry? 
are  they  now  more  disposed  to  succumb  and  ac- 
cept your  terms  than  before  the  war  ?  How  stand 
the  people  of  the  British  Empire?  Instead  of 
their  coercing  the  Government  into  our  terms, 
which  we  fondly  anticipated,  the  late  election  to 
Parliament  shows  them  disposed  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  the  Government  in  resisting  our  claims^ 
and  infliotioff  on  us  all  the  evils  of  war.  **  Mari- 
time Rights^  are  echoed  and  re-echoed  with  ap- 
plause throughout  the  Empire.  Such,  sir,  are  the 
bitter  fruits  of  your  policv,  and  to  what  farther 
point  the  same  hand  shall  conduct  the  destinies 
of  the  country,  remains  to  be  seen. 

I  seek  not  to  aggravate  the  misconduct  of  the 
war,  nor  to  commend  our  enemies,  but  only  wish, 
eir,.that  we  may  see  things  as  they  are,  our  ac- 
tual situation,  and  thus  look  danger  in  the  face. 
Do  you  persevere  in  the  conquest  of  Canada? 
Pass  not  the  barrier  with  an  army  of  less  than 
forty-five  or  fifty  thousand  men :  if  you  do,  in  my 
apprehension,  the  defeats  and  disasters  of  the  past 
campaign  will  be  visted  upon  you ;  another  army 
will  be  made  to  pass  under  the  yoke,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  you  will  find  yourself  still  fur- 
ther removed  from  your  object.  The  tug  of  war 
is  now  placed  fairly  before  us,  we  cannot  ad- 
vance without  meeting  it.  Such,  Mr.  Speaker, 
are  the  grounds  on  which  I  object  to  this  twelve- 
months army ;  it  is  not  adapted  to  the  professed 
object  of  the  war,  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Is 
there,  sir,  any  other  object  in  contemplatioa  oi 


the  €h)vernmeDt ;  any  other  land  of  leeks  and 
onions,  which  Heaven  has  given  us,  or  to  which 
our  destinies  lead  ?  Is  the  South  of  easier  ac- 
cess than  the  North,  abd  is  the  circle  of  hostility 
to  be  extended  to  that  quarter  ?  We  profess  a 
pacific  policy ;  moderation  and  justice  are  oar 
boast ;  let  us  beware  how  we  commit  to  the  haz- 
ard this  high  and  enviable  character;  how  we 
yield,  on  specious  grounds,  to  tite.mad  and  de- 
structive policy  which  we  reprobate  in  others ; 
a  policy  which  has  in  all  periods  overwhelmed 
nations  with  calamitjr,  and  swelled  the  tide  of 
human  misery.  But  it  is  said,  that  Mr.  Russell, 
late  Chargft  d'Affaires  at  St.  James,  has  evinced 
the  moderation  of  oar  Government,  chat  be  ten- 
dered to  the  British  Minister  a  proposition  which| 
by  excluding  British  seamen  from  our  vessels, 
would  cut  up  the  dispute  by  the  roots.  Is  the  fact 
so?  Had  Mr.  Russell  or  the  President  authority 
to  stipulate  ?  If  he  had  not,  if  all  he  could  offer 
must  be  subject  to  the  Legislative  discretion  of 
Congress,  acting  under  the  impulse  of  war,  the 
tender  was  nugatory  and  void.  Why  this  pro- 
position was  not  made  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  before  the  passions  were  kindled  into  a  blaze, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  discover.  We  all  re- 
member how  frequently  the  diplomatic  notes 
passed  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Foster  in 
the  months  of  May  and  June  last;  how  each 
Government  exerted  itself,  through  its  agents,  to 
profess  and  show  its  disposition  to  peaoe  and  re- 
conciliation, to  obviate  difiicultie^,  and  make  con- 
cessions, and  present  its  claims  in  the  most  mod- 
erate and  least  exceptionable  form.  Wherefore 
was  this  proposition,  at  that  all  important  pe- 
riod, held  in  reserve?  Why  is  the  blaze  of 
war  first  kindled  and  then  theolive branch  thrust 
into  the  flame  ?  1  should  be  loth  to  believe,  that 
you  withhold  when  it  would  be  received,  and 
offer  only  when  the  passions  are  worked  up.  to  a 
point  to  refuse.  The  subject  requires  explana- 
tion ;  proppsitioos  agitated  at  a  former  period, 
under  a  different  Minister,  will  not  satisfy  the 
candid  inquirer  on  this  point.  But,  sir,  though 
the  proposition  be  made  informally  and  at  a  late 
and  inauspicious  hour,  it  is,  in  my  conception, 
the  bounden  duty  of  those  who  have  made  it,  and 
place  so  much  stress  and  boast  upon  it,  to  make 
good  the  tender,  by  passing  the  requisite  laws  to 
1^1  ve  eff*ect  to  the  proposition,  and  make  it  bind- 
mg ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  give  to  the  President 
power  to  stipulate  for  the  exclusion  of  British 
seamen  from  our  vessels.  The  result  of  such  an 
overture,  will,  in  my  apprehension,  much  depend 
on  the  spirit  of  candor  and  fairness  in  which  it  is 
made.  In  any  event,  and  in  whose  ever  hands 
the  €h)vernment  may  be,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  will  not  long  maintain  a  war,  at  the  present 
enormous  expense,  for,  the  single  article  of  im- 
pressment, especially  if  the  r^ress  can  be  ob- 
tained by  the  exclusion  of  British  seamen  from 
our  service.  But  if,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  appeal  to 
arms  foe  redress  is  to  be  persevered  in,  there  are 
considerations  in  a  review  of  the  past,  which  for- 
bid a  hope  of  the  speedy' return  or  peace,  at  least 
in  the  life  and  continuance  of  the  army  raised  by 
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this  bill.  Nothing  touches  the  passions  and  sinks 
so  deep  in  the  heart  of  a  belligerent  as  the  de- 
parture of  a  neatrai  from  his  duty,  and  vidiog 
mrith  his  adversary ;  such  a  belief  in  Englishmen, 
^f  the  oondaet  of  this  Government,  whether  well 
'Or  ilUfoanded,  eainaot  fail  to  prolong  the  war. 

I  fear  there  are  points  in  oar  neutral  course,  in 

oar  relative  conduct  towards  Qreat  Britain  and 

•France,  which  will  not  bear  examination.    You 

proelaimed  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  revoked, 

and  pat  npon  Great  Britain  the  threatened  alter*- 

natiTe  of  non-interconrse.  Was  the  fact  so  ?  Yon 

took  a  promise  for  the  fact ; '  you  proclaimed  the 

fact,  while  France  herself,  the  author  of  the  deed 

and  party  to  be  benefited,  denies  and  disowns  it 

as  done  at  the  time.    Here  was  a  fatal  error ;  a 

de  par  tare  from  the  straight  line  of  iustice;  and 

"when  OUT  error  in  this  was  palpable  to  all  the 

^world,  we  gave  no  explanation,  no  excuse,  but 

peraerered  m  a  measure  which  led  to  war.    It  is 

this  coarse,'  sir,  this  departure  from  even-handed 

nealrslity  betweeq  Qreat 'Britain  and  France, 

that  has  lost  you  the  siipport  of  yottr  own  citi* 

:aMna  to  a  great  and  alarming  extent,  and  at  this 

mooaent  sustains  the  British  Ministry  in  the 

hearts  of  Englishmen..    It  is  this  belief  of  oar 

OoTernment's  leaning  to  France,  that  has  carried 

that  Ministry  so  triumphantly  throogh  the  late 

elections  to  Parliament.  ^ 

If  anything  could  add  to  the  gloom  and  sicken 

the  mind  under  the  prospect  before  as,  it  is  the 

inauspicioas  conjunction  of  events.     America 

4LQd  France  both  making  war  at  the  same  time  on 

<jlreat  Britain  \  we  making  the  enemy  of  France 

onr  enemy,  and  this  at  the  ill*fated  moment  when 

the  all-msping  Emperor  of  that  country  is  rolU 

ing  a  baleful  cloud,  charged  with  destruction, 

north  upon  the  Russian  Empire ;  upon  a  Power 

always  jast  to  America ;  upon  our  truest  and 

best  friend  in  the  European  theatre.     Against 

snch  a  friend,  at  such  a  period,  we  have  (Mheld 

the  march  of  the  Corsiean  throogh  rivers  of 

blood;  his  footsteps  are  traced  over  the  ashes 

of  the  proudest  ciues,  and  he  sits  himself  down, 

at  length,  at  Moscow,  like  Marius  over  the  ruins 

of  Catthaire. 

Mr.  M*  Clat  said  h^  was  opposed  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  but  for  riMisons 
▼ery  different  from  those  urged  by  the  gentlemen 
who  had  last  spoken  (Mr.  Mosblbt  and  Mr. 
Gold.)    His  objection  to  it  was,  that  it  was  fol- 
lowing the  unfortunate  policy  pursued  in  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution,  in  the  short* 
ness  of  the  term  of  enlistments,  which  is  the 
greatest  misfortune  that  can  befall  a  nation  at 
war,  in  the  arrangement  of  its  military  coneeriw. 
Our  first  men  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
said  Mr.  C,  w^re  enlisted  for  six  weeks ;  our  next 
for  three  months;  our  next  for  six  months ;  our 
next  for  nine  months;  the  next  for  twelve  months; 
the  next  for  two  years,  then  for  three,  and,  lastly 
•daring  the  war.    But  every  man  who  went  out 
to  serve  under  those  short  enlistments  and  return- 
ed, brought  disgust  home  with  him.    Some  gen* 
tlemen  tnought,  when  war  was  declared  last  year, 
that  it  could  be  carried  an  by  volunteers,  and  that 


they  were  to  end  the  war  directly.  You  see  the 
bad  policy  of  this  now.  And  if  you  pass  this  bill, 
enlistments  will  be  defeated  by  those  hostile  to 
your  measures,  or  the  movements  of  this  force 
will  be  procrastinated,  till  the  year  expires  with- 
out their  having  done  you  any  service.  An  aN 
my  is  a  mere  machine,  and  you  must  five  time 
for  its  perfection,  until  it  is  prepared  ^r  opera* 
tion,  as  the  machine  from  the  hand  of  a  master 
workman.  You  cannot  do  what  you  wish  with 
one  year's  men;  it  is  impossible.  You  will  run 
the  country  to  a  great  expense  for  no  benefit,  and 
will  disgust  the  men  who  shall  have  entered  the 
army.  Go  on  with  your  enlistments  for  the  full 
term  of  five  years.  Whether  the  war  be  a  bad 
one  or  good  one,  you  must  unite  and  get  out  of 
It.  Tbeonl^  way  to  insure  success  is  to  unite. 
As  to  speakmg  of  the  people  of  the  provinces 
withdrawing  themselves  from  the  British  sway, 
it  was  idle  to  expect  it  unless  they  were  assisted 
by  our  measures.  It  had  been  our  misfortune, 
from  our  inexperience  in  the  art  of  war.  like 
most  young  people,  not  to  make  proper  calcula- 
tions at  its  commencement.  The  militia  had  re- 
fused to  cross  the  lines,  and  would  be  totally  inef- 
ficient for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war,  as 
had  been  foretold  by  men  of  experience.  Speak- 
ing of  militia,  Mr.  C.  said,  a  bill  had  been  reoort- 
ed  to  the  House  for  classing  the  militia^  which 
had  always  been  a  favorite  object  with  him.  and 
he  believed  that  was  the  only  way  in  which  the 
militia  could  be  made  effectual.  On  the  present 
occasion,  he  said,  he  regretted  to  see  so  able  a 
body  treading  step  by  step  in  those  early  measures 
of  the  Revolution  which  nad  proved  inefficacioua. 
The  money  already  expended  on  the  militia  and 
volunteers  had  answered  no  end  but  to  disgust 
themselves  and  neignbors ;  and  it  always  would 
be  the. case  with  men  enlisted  for  short  terms  of 
service.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike 
out  '^one  year,"  (the  term  of  enlistment,)  and  in- 
sert ^donng  the  war.'' 

Mr.  FiBK  was  opposed  to  the  motion,  and  should 
himself  almost  give  up  the  bill  if  it  prevailed. 
He  asked  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  mo- 
ment to  a  comparison  between  the  present  state 
of  the  coontryand  th^  commencement  of  our 
Revolution,  what  was  that  period,  and  what 
were  the  objects  of  the  war  ?  We  were  then  col- 
onies to  Great  Britain,  not  calculating  on  sepa- 
ration from  the  mother  country,  but  on  resistance 
to  her  oppressions.  You  will  find,  sir,  on  looking 
into  history,  that  this  was  the  course  of  the  First 
Congress  which  met.  Ckeat  Britain  then  not 
only  claimed  alid  exercised  jurisdiction  over  these 
States,  but  had  armies  in  the  country,  and  it  was 
not  until  independence  was  declared  that  it  be- 
came a  serious  war.  The  war  then  progressed 
slowly ;  the  difficulties  were  encountered  which 
have  been  adverted  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Clat,)  until  Great  Britain  became 
involved  m  a  war  with  all  Europe,  and  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  her  forces  from  our  shores. 
Our  situation  is  now  very  different.  No  man.  sir, 
believes  that  Britain  can  maintain  an  army  iiere 
BOW.    How  long  will  it  take  ua  with  an  ample 
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force  to  oTertbrow  Canada  ?  It  will  be  as  easily 
done  in  one  year  with  sufficient  force,  as  in  three 
years  with  less  than  an  adequate  force.  The 
mere  diseases  of  the  army  will  waste  more  men 
in  eoeampmenu  in  three  yeara,  than  takiofr  the 
country  in  one  year's  hard  fighting  will  dilapidate 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  ^Mr.  Mosb- 
let)  has  referred  to  an  obser?aiion  wnich  I  made 
at  the  last  session,  that  (he  people  of  Canada  were 
ready  to  conquer  themselves,  which  he  treats  as 
having  been  visionary.  You  have  been  told  by 
|[entlemeo  themselves  that  they  were  ready  to 
join  you,  but  your  disasters  have  enlightened 
them*  And  to  prove  the  truth  of  what  isaid  at 
the  last  session,  I  would  refer  to  the  first  procla- 
mation of  General  Hull  on  entering  Canada,  un* 
der  which  five  or  six  hundred  men  flocked  to 
your  standard ;  but,  owiofl:  to  the  cowardice  or 
aomething  else-  of  your  General,  they  were.snr- 
rendered.  Had  he  behaved  properly,  Upper  Ca- 
nada would  have  been  yours  now. 

As  to'  the  motion  before  us,  sir,  to  strike  out 
^'one  year"  and  insert  *'five  years"  as  the  term  of 
enlistment,  we  cannot  get  men  quickly  for  three 
or  five  years,  and  it  is  well  known  we  can  get 
them  for  one.  The  gentlemen  say,  they  wish  a 
lespectable  force.  This  bill,  sir,  offers  the  very 
ll>est  means  and  the  only  means  of  speedily  ob- 
taininff  it. 

With  regard  to  the  relations  of  this  country 
"with  Great  Britain,  and  the  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  country,  and  their  disposition  now  to 
support  their  Government,  I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman that  they  always  will;  and  I  am  sorry, 
sir,  that  the  impartial  pen  of  the  historian  must 
lecord  that  in  this  free  country  are  to  be  found 
men  who  advocate  the  cause  of  a  foreign  coun- 
try and  condemn  everything  done  in  their  own. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  said  on  this  floor,  sir,  that 
we  have  no  cause  of  war,  and  had  better  go  home. 
I  was  sorry  to  hear  an  excuse  made  for  the  refusal 
of  the  British  Government  to  accept  the  pacifica- 
tion last  offered,  that  Mr.  Russell's  powers  were 
deficient.  How,  sir,  are  we  to  expect  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  war,  if  it  l>e  not  through  our  accredited 
agents  1  Why  did  not  the  gentleman  say,  that  if 
the  British  Ministry  doubted  his  authority,  they 
might  still  have  approved  bis  propositions?  Why 
did  they  notify  Mr.  Russell  that  it  was  a  subject 
on  which  they  did  not  choose  to  negotiated 
What  apology^  can  be  made  for  an  enemy  that 
has  treated  us  in  every  instance  with  injury,  in- 
sult, neglect,  and  contempt?  And  yet  we  hear 
iier  defended  I    It  is  strange,  sir,  how  the  same 

gentlemen  who  apologize  for  her  feel  towards 
Lussia  at.  this  moment.  When  a  mission  to  Rus- 
sia was  spoken  of  a  year  or  two  ago,  they  said  it 
was  unadvisable  because  she  was  at  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  and  now  that  she  is  in  alliance 
with  Great  Britain,  she  has  their  warmest  affec- 
tion. These  things,  sir,  speak  for  themselves ; 
the  people  cannot  be  blinded  to  them ;  it  is  too 
late  for  such  conduct ;  the  funeral  has  gone  by. 

I  should  be  extremely  sorry  if  this  btll  should 
be  lost.  It  embraces  the  only  efficiept  force  you 
can  get.    When  yoa  ahall  have  conquered  the 


Provinces  with  its  aid,  you  will  have  enough  five 
years'  men  to  maintain  the  posts  in  them.  Yoa 
want  now  a  sufficient  force  to  overrun  the  Prov- 
inces. Ten  thousand  men  will  be  enoiiffh  for  the 
upper  province^  fifteen  thousand  for  the  lower, 
with  the  exception  of  duehec.  Of  all  descriptions 
of  forces,  that  proposed  by  the  bill  will  be  the 
best  for  the  times.  They  will  be  willing  to  enter 
for  one  year,  and  submit  to  discipline.  If  it  be 
changed  to  five  yefirs,  the  object  will  be  defeated 
entirely.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
his  motion  on  turther  consideration. 

Mr.  WiooBRT  said  he  would  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion to  amend  if  the  gentleman  from  Virf^inia 
would  BO  amend  it  as  to  move  to  substitute 
eighteen  for  twelve  months'  enlistment.  1  should 
have  no  hopes  of  getting  troops  for  the  next 
Summer's  campaign,  should  such  an  alteration 
take  place  as  to  make  the  enlistment  daring  the 
war;  but  to  alter  the  bill  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
months'  enlistment  would  meet  my  wishes  much 
better  than  it  now  does.    I  fully  agree  with  the 

f gentleman  from  New  York,  that  the  time  of  en- 
istment  is  tod  short,  although,  had  I  brought 
forward  the  amendment,  I  am  sure  the  gentleman 
and  his  friends  would  not  have  supported  me— 
his  argument  must,  therefore,  be  set  down  to  the 
side  of  opposition.  Sir,  if  you  enlist  men  for 
twelve  months  only,  before  you  can  get  them 
disciplined  and  concentrated  to  any  one  point,  so 
as  to  be  useful,  one  half  your  time  of  enlistment 
would  be  out.  Sir,  if  it  is  as  gentleman  say,  the 
men  can  be' enlisted  by  th»iast  of  May — with  an 
enlistment  for  eighteen  months  you  can  have 
two>campaigns,  while  in  the  other  case  of  twelve 
months,  you  can  have  but  one  campaign.  The 
only  reason  I  have  heard  against  it  is,  that  you 
must  be  at  double  the  expense  for  clothing,  &c. 
Sir,  the  answer  to  this  is  given  in  your  bill — if 
not  sooner  discharged.  If  your  business  is  fin- 
ished in  one  year,  you  can  discharge  them  as 
well  as  if  you  had  enlisted  them  but  lot  one  year 
— and  eighteen  months  is  so  short  a  time  that 
you  may  get  them  for  that  tiitte,  if  you  can  get 
them  at  all.  Many  unforeseen  accidents  may 
happen  to  prevent  your  accomplishing  your  un- 
dertaking toe  first  canipaign,  which  may  make 
it  necessary  to  attempt  a  sect>nd ;  for  which  rea- 
son, notwithstanding  I  am  opposed  to  amending 
from  twelve  moaths  to  an  enlistment  for  during 
the  war,  if  the  gentleman  chooses  to  alter  it  to 
eighteen  months,  I  will  go  with  him;  otherwise, 
I  must  vote  against  the  motion,  because  I  do  not 
think  it  will  answer  the  purposes  for  which  the 
bill  is  intended,  as  men  commonly  choose  to 
have  a  time  fixed  in  their  enlistment. 

Mr.  Boyd  said  he  rose  to  offer  his  sentiments 
on  the  question  now  before  the  House  and  the 
bill  generally.  Sir,  sajd  he,  I  do  not  expect  to 
make  one  proselyte  to  myopinion.  I  know  how 
difficult  it  18  to  persuade  predetermined  men.  All 
I  ask  is  a n| impartial  hearing  from  the  Speaker 
and  the  House;  in  that  I  will  hope  to  be  indulged.. 
1  will  try  'to  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
past,  the  present,  and  from  that  look  to  the  futu|^ 
When  -war  was  declared  last  session  it  is  wel 
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known  that  I  gave  my  voice  agaioat  it.  because 
I  thought  it  premature — that  we  w^re  altogether 
unprepared.  What  has  the  event  proven?  That, 
in  that  I  was  at  least  correct*  It  was  altogether 
a  rnistakea  zeal  for  the  attaioment  of  what  we 
called  our  rights.  Hayiog  made  that  mistake,  I 
could  and  do  most  seriously  hope  that  our  dis- 
asters would  arrest  our  saoguioary  progress,  aod 
not  plunge  ourselves  still  deeper  and  deeper  iu 
soch  unpromising,  and,  in  my  view,  ruinous 
measures.  As  near  as  my  memory  serves  me, 
the  expressions  of  many  gentlemen  in  the  major- 
ity, last  session,  were  loudly  and  constantly  re- 
iterated, that  the  spirit  of  the  nation  was  up,  and 
demanded  of  us  that  we  should  declare  war,  and 
give  them  an  opportuoity  to  revenge  the  wrongs 
and  the  insults  of  their  injured  conntrv;  that 
they  would  rush-  to  the  American  standard,  to 
the  tented  field,  aod  to  danger ;  that  the  militia 
-would,  if  permitted,  take  the  Canadas ; .  the  vol- 
unteers with  their  high  spirit  of  patriotism  would 
do  it.  Well,  sir. they  have heen let  loose;  is  it  done? 
No,  sir ;  nor  will  it  be  doue  short  of  a  regular  force 
equal  to  the  magnitude  of  theuodertakioff.  When 
the  war  was  declared,  perhaps  we  had  five  thou- 
sand men — I  believe  not  more— to  defend  three 
thousand  miles  of  a  savage  frontier,  including 
Canada.  Will  any  man  say  that  our  force  was 
equal  to  the  attainment  of  the  thin^  proposed  ? 
The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee acknowledges  he  has  been  deceived  in 
his  calculaiions  with  respect  to  the  prowess  and 
high  martial  spirit  of  the  militia  aod  volunteers, 
(I  ba^e  not,)  aod  hence  that  Committee,  through 
their  Chairman,  recommends  the  raising  twenty 
new  regiments  to  be  enlisted  for  one  yeajr,  and, 
that  is,  according  to  the  present  view,  to  achieve 
the  grand  object.  No,  sir,  not  in  my  mind.  I 
will  ask,  will  your  numbers  on  paper  conquer  the 
British  possessions  in  America i  No,  sir;  we 
have  tried  that,  to  the  conviction  of  every  man 
in  America  that  will  think  at  all,  and  to  our  dis- 

frace ;  beware  of  the  second  attempt  of  the  same 
ind.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ventured  last  session  to 
say  that  it  would  require  fifty  thousand  discip- 
lined troops  to  complete  the  reduction  of  the 
Canadas,  including  Cluebec.  That  idea  was 
much  scouted  at  that  lime.  1  am  now  fortified 
in  that  opinion  by  a  majority  of  the  House. 
And  the  question  is,  how  are  you  to  get  them  ? 
I  answer,  not  by  the  present  bill  in  its  present 
form.  I  join  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Clat)  who  says  that  by  short  enlistments 
you  never  can  have  an  army  in  the  field  that 
can  be  depended  upon.  What  said  the  late  Gen- 
eral WASBtNGTON  ou  that  subject,  in  his  letters 
to  Congress  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  whom  we 
all  respect  as  our  first  authority  ?  It  is  this,  that 
short  enlistments  gave  you  men  to  feed  and 
clothe,  and  that  their  time  was  spent  in  oollect> 
ing,  marching  to  camp,  and  return ins^  home ;  that 
they  could  not  be- dbciplioed ;  and,  when  with 
the  army  for  a  short  period,  could  not  he  relied 
upon,  and,  therefore,  advised  enlistments  for  more 
extensive  periods,  or  foi  during  the  war.  I  hope 
that  this  will  be  thought  good  authority.    In  ad- 


dition to  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  your  leave,  I 
will  mention  a  discourse  that  took  place  between 
General  Wilkinson  and  myself  some  few  day* 
before  be  left  this  city  last  Summer,  as  I  think 
it  in  point  to  my  present  purpose;  it  was  this:  I 
observed  to  him  that  I  was  desirous  of  asking 
him  a  question,  but  was  not  sure  that  it  was  » 
proper  one;  that)  howsoever,  I  did  not  mean  tba^ 
It  should  be  otherwise,  and  that  he  must  be  tbr 
judge.  He  replied :  your  question,  sir.  It  is  this  f 
if  we  had  at  this  time  thirty  thousand  troops  en- 
listed and  here  at.  Washington,  would  you  un- 
dertake to  reduce  the  Canadas,  including  Cluebee, 
to  obedience  to  the  United  States,  in  one  cam- 
paign ?  He  said,  do  vou  wish  an  answer  to  that 
question  ?  If  agreeable  to  you,  sir.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  answering  you,  sir,  said  he,  and 
then  said,  I  should  not  like  to  risk  my  reputation 
on  it.  This  I  give  as  an  additional  authority  for 
the  opinions  that  I  advance  on  the  present  ques- 
tion. Sir,  I  am  as  little  inclined  to  relinquish 
my  rights  or  the  rights  of  the  American  people 
as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor;  but  what  they 
are  and  how  they  may  be  best  defended,  for  me 
is  a  different  and  an  important  question.  Do  I 
doubt  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  honorable 
Chairman  that  reported  and  those  that  support 
the  bill  ?  I  do  not ;  but  the  proposition  appears  to 
me  to  be  plunging  the  country  into  more  and 
more  difficulty, and,  therefore,  objectionable.  Sir, 
when  the  Chairman  was  called  upon  as  to  the 
number  of  troops  that  we  had  actually  now  in 
service,  he  answered  that  the  committee  had  the 
returns  that  would  satisfactorily  answer  that  in* 
quiry,  and  that  the  reason  it  had  not  been  ex- 
hibited was,  that  the  committee  thought  it  inex- 
pedient ;  but  if  any  member  would  call  on  the 
committee,  the  sight  of  |he  papers  should  be  at 
their  service.  Sir,  I  want  no  secrets;  it  requires 
no  great  depth  of  judgment  to  define  why  it  is 
inexpedient;  the  language  is  but  too  plain;  and 
will  you  now  add  twenty  regiments  before  you 
know  whether  the  men  are  to  be  got  or  not — in- 
creasing our  national  debt  beyond  calculation? 
If  it  is  necessary  to  have  such  an  army  you  are 
to  remember  that  they  must  be  paid — with  what  ? 
Money  ?  No;  that  you  have  not  got.  Will  yov 
tax  the  people  ?  No.  Wbjr  not  ?  The  reason 
is  too  plain.  I  wish  not  to  involve  the  country 
in  an  irredeemable  debt.  If  the  national  debt  of 
England  be  a  sore  calamity  to  that  people,  and  a 
grievance  almost  insupportable,  as  I  believe  it  is, 
and  I  think  cannot  be  denied ;  and  yet,  sir,  we 
are  treading  exactly  in  her  steps;  1  feel  that  you 
are  mortgaging  my  property  and  that  of  ray 
posterity  for  what  perhaps  you  can  never  obtain. 
What  is  it  ?  Why,  that  a  few  stripes  at  the  mast* 
head  of  any  ship  Ahall  be  a  protection  to  every- 
thing on  board,  whether  enemy's  or  contraband 
of  war,  contrary  to  the  usage  of  all  Europe  for 
three  centuries.  I  do  not  say  that  England  will 
not  relinquish  a  part  of  her  claims.  I  think  that 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  she  may,  but  why 
will  she  do  so?  Because  that  by  such  an  agree- 
ment she  is  furni&hed  with  the  vast  advantage  of 
vending  to  the  United  States  sixty  millions  of 
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dollars  worth  of  her  maoafaetures,  and  receiviDg 
the  best  paymeot  from  os  of  any  part  of  the 
world,  and  most  suitable  to  her  internal  welfare. 
If  she  does,  and  I  hope  she  will,  those  are  her 
motives,  and  Bot  your  land  conquests,  that  will 
compel  her  to  yield  to  our  demands* 

Sir,  I  am  sensible  that  I  am  taking  a  greater 
latitude  than  miffht  be  thought  strictly  correct: 
but  I  hope  that  1  tbtfll  be  pardoned  when  1  say 
that  I  think  the  subject  demands  and  requires  it 
of  me.  I  know  that  it  may  be  said  to  me,  that  it 
is  much  easier  to  find  fault  with  what  is  offered, 
than  CO  point  out  a  betted  way.  Sir,  I  think  that 
might  easily  be  done,  in  either  of  two  several 
ways ;  and  I  shall  attempt  it  before  I  sit  down. 
But  before  I  do  that,  let  us  examine  what  advan? 
tage  those  provinces  would  be  to  us.  For  acgu- 
ment,  I  will  suppose  a  sufficient  force  before  the 
walls  of  Quebec — further,  suppose  it  surrendered 
to  your  arms,  with  all  the  upper  country — how 
many  men  must  you  keep  in  pay  to  garrison  and 
to  keep  It  ?  And  what  use  will  it  be  to  us  unless 
you  have  Halifax  also — ^and  that  you  cannot  take 
or  keep  without  a  superior  naval  force?  Have 
we  got  that  ?  No ;  the  timber  is  as  yet  growing 
that  is  to  form  that  part  of  our  force — and  with- 
out it  your  Canadas  are  worse  than  nothmg.  Sir, 
1  am  not  a  correct  geographer,  but  I  understand 
tluat  the  St.  Lawrence  is  the  natural  oailet  for 
one-half  of  New  Hampshire,  sreat  part  of  Ver- 
mont, a  considerable  part  of  New  York,  much  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  some  part  of  Ohio.  Whence 
is  the  produce  of  all  that  country,  that  I  have 
been  describing,  to  find  its  way  out,  whilst  yoOr 
en'emy  has  the  command  of  the  river  1  Ah  I  but, 
say  the  advocate* of  the  present  bill  and  the  war, 
ite  have  other  force  to  rely  on-— our  privateers 
will  so  annoy  and  distress  their  trade  that  that 
will  bring  thetn  to  our  terms.  I  will  ask,  if  this 
it  not  in  contradiction  to  themselves  ?  England, 
with  a  fleet  superior  to  all  Europe,  cannot  pro- 
tect her  commerce  against  our  private  armed 
ships,  say  they.  And  I  grant  it.  And  then  I 
ask,  how  we  are,  with  our  small  force,  to  protjcct 
our  trade  againsuheir  privateers  and  men  of  war? 
8ir,the  argument  is  conclusive  against  themselves 
by  their  own  showing. 

Sir,  last  session,  when  we  were  flattering  our- 
selves with  those  delusive  hopes  that  the  militia 
was  to  achieve  everything,  then  the  volunteers 
were  to  do  all  that  was  necessary,  it  was  my  mis- 
fortune not  to  see  things  in  quite  so  pleasing  a 
point  of  view ;  I  still  labor  under  that  misfortune ; 
then  New  HamfMhire  was  to  take  theCanada^— 
Vermont,  only  give  her  liberty,  she  would  take 
it— Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  they 
would  do  it— 

[Here  the  Speaker  observed  to  Mr.  Botd,  that 
he  was  not  in  order;  the  question  before  the 
House  was  on  the  amendment.  Mr.  Boyd  gave 
way  and  did  not  finish  his  observations.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clay's 
motion,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Macon  moved  to  strike  out  one  and  insert 
five  years  as  the  term  of  enlistment.  He  regret- 
ted as  much  as  any  one  the  disasten  which  had 


befallen  the  country  ;  and  there  was  but  one  way 
to  obviate  their  effects,  and  that  was  by  rising 
superior  to  them,  as  a  part  of  the  nation,  had  ai« 
ready  done— he  meant  the  Western  country, 
where  a  patriotism  had  been  exhibited  equal  to 
that  which  might  have  distinguished  Rome  in 
its  best  days.    Their  zeal   was  equal  to  their 
bravery — ^and  the  only  drawback  on  their  enter- 
prise was  the  difficulty  of  finding  something  to 
eat  in  the  wilderness.    We  must  rise  after  re- 
verses.   What,  sir,  said  'Mr.  M^  would  have  be- 
come of  Rome,  had  she  desponded  when  Han- 
nibal defeated  her  armies?    She  rose  upon  it, 
and  became  the  mistress  of  the  world.    What 
would  have  been  the  situation  of  our  cause  in  the 
Revolution,  if,  after  the  British  successes  in  Jer« 
sev,  we  had  desponded  ?    But  the  men  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  Jersey  rose  on  it,  and  victory 
and  triumph  followed.    Our  object  now  ought  to 
be  to  recover  the  ground  we  have  lost,  and  meet 
the  enemy  with  troops  that  will  insure  success. 
We  are  told,  sir,  this  war  has  united  England  to 
a  man.    Sir,  t  never  expected  aid  from  our  ene- 
mies.   Let  us  follow  so  good  an  example,  and 
unite  to  a  man  ;  let  us  remember  the  old  Conti- 
nental maxim — **  united   we  stand,  divided  we 
fall."    If  we  were  as  united  in  defence  of  our 
rights,  as  England  is  in  her  usurpations,  this  war 
would  not  last  a  single  campaign— and  I  hope  in 
this  respect,  we  shall  at  least,  learn  wisdomfrom 
an  enemy.    The  calculations  about  one  or  two 
campaigns,  however,  in  present  circumstances, 
are  f^isionary.    We  have-engaged  an  enemy  not 
in  the  habit  of  yielding  very  soon.    Bot,  if  we 
were  to  unite,  the  question  would  soon  be  settled. 
The  cause  and  object  of  this  war  has  been  more 
concisely  stated  by  one  of  those  actively  engaged 
in  it,  than  by  any  other  person — I  mean  Captain 
Porter's  motto — ^*  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights ;" 
no  man  could  have  given  a  better  definition  of  it. 
It  appears  to  mp  that  one  part  of  this  Continent 
ought  to  be  s^ealous  for  the  rights  of  seamen — 
another  part  for  a  free  export  trade ;  and,  if  we 
were,  as  we  ought  to  be,  united,  the  war  would 
be  carried  on  with  energy  and  with  success.    I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  that 
this  thing  is  not  to  be  done  by  paper  men.    My 
opinion  is,  that  the  best  thing  we  can  do,  is  to 
raise  men  for  five  years.    Let  the  Legislature  of 
the  country  do  its  duty.    If  the  thirty-five  thou- 
sand men  now  authorized,  be  not  enough,  let  as 
get  as  many  as  will  be  adequate  to  the  end  we 
propose.    Gentlemen  have  thought  proper  to  re- 
view former  transactions.    I  would  be  willing  to 
pass  them  over.    I  believe  almost  every  measure 
adopted  by  the  General  Government  would  have 
had  its  destined  effect  if  adhered  to.    You  have 
always  got  the  better  of  the  argument ;  yon  have 
better  proclamations;  but  what  avails  all  this? 
Britain  has  impressed  your  seamen,  and  given  you 
blows  for  good  words.    You  have  been  hereto- 
fore told  your  paper  measures  were  worth  jooth- 
ing:  now»  that  it  is  proposed  to  give  blow  ibr 
blow,  what  is  said  ?    That  vou  are  departing 
from  the  pacific  system,  which  the  same  persons 
before  reprobated,and  to  which  they  have  become 
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friend Iv  only  after  every  attempt  at  pacification 
has  failed.  Sir,  we  are  now  en^ged  in  war,  and 
we  must  succeed  or  we.  mast  yield  the  riffbts  of 
sailors  and  (tee  trade.  Does  any  man  doubt  that 
the  war  is  justly  undertaken  ?  Is  there  a  man  in 
the  nation**!  care  not  of  what  political  sect,  many 
as  there  are— who  believes  that  the  war  is  not 
undertaken  on  just  grounds— that  we  had  not 
borne  with  their  indignities  till  we  could  have 
borne  them  no  longer  7  After  plundering  your 
property  and  impressing  your  seamen  on  the 
ocean,  their  agents  have  been  sent  into  this  na- 
tion to  sow  divisions  among  as, 'who  ought  to  be 
but  one  family.  What  crime  has  been  left  un- 
done? Wbatinjuryhavewenotsuffered?  Could 
one  be  added  to  the  catalogue  ?  It  seems  to  me' 
not.  No  man  loves  peace  more  than  I  do,  and  if 
it  had  not  been  for  Great  Britain  sending  her 
agents  to  our  firesides,  I  do  not  know  but  I  should 
have  voted  against  the  war.  U  seemed  to  me  like 
an  attempt  on  a  man's  daug^iter.  Not  content 
with  vexing  and  harassing  you  wbienever  you 
went  from  home,  they  came  hei^e  to  put  strife 
into  your  family.  Tou  have  biefsn  told  that  the 
Prince  Regent  and  his  Ministefs  «re  firm.  Sir, 
we  never  calculated  on  their  receding,  but  on  the 
energies  and  force  of  the  nation  to  obtain  redress, 
and  if  we  had  been  united  we  should  have 
equalled  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  Let 
iM  follow  their  example,  and  determine  to  main- 
tain our  national  rights,  as  they  do  to  maintain 
their  usurpations  on  them. 

With  respect  to  the  term  of  service,  enlistments 
for  one  year  will  look  as  if  we  were  afraid  to  go 
the  whole  length  of  the  war.  Raising  men  tor 
five  years  would  convince  the  enemy  you  meant 
to  maintain  and  enforce  your  rights ;  but  while 
you  take  men  for  one  yealr  or  eighteen  months, 
they  will  think  we  are  temporizing,  and  instead 
of  lowering  their  tone  by  this  means,  you  will 
raise  it.  Sxactly  as  von  appear  fickle,  they  will 
unite,  and  as  you  display  energy  you  will  disunite 
them.  Do  not  loosen  your  grasp  in  any  quarter, 
but  increase  it  in  every  wav  within  yout  power. 
Mr.  M.  concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  to  strike 
out  one  and  insert  five. 

Mr.  M.  Clat  seconded  the  motion  of  Mr.  Maoon 
to  strike  out  ''one  year"  and  insert  ^&ve.^  as  the 
term  of  enlistment.  He  said  an  army  ought  to 
be  seasoned  before  it  was  carried  into  the  field. 
We  have  heard  much  said,  observed  he,  aboqt 
sickness  in  your  army;  much  of  the  sickness, 
some  time  ago,  at  New  Orleans,  and  much  lately 
of  the  sickness  at  Plattsborg.  Have  you  ever 
heard  of  an  army  on  earth  that  was  carried  into 
the  field  before  it  had  been  seasoned  in  the  camp? 
It  must,  to  be  good  for  anything,  be  first  discip- 
lined in  camp,  and  become  inured  to  the  mode  o£ 
living  and  the  fare  of  soldiers.  It  will  take  some 
time  to  season  men  to  the  change  in  their  mode 
of  living  which  must  take  place  on  going  into 
camp.  It  will  take  a  year  to  prepare  them  for 
the  field.  Without  discipline  they  will  be  use- 
less. Your  seamen  are  brave  and  successful  be- 
cause they  know  what  they  go  to  sea  for.  Take 
a  landsraaa  oo  board  a  ship,  add  what  sort  of  a 


sailor  will  he  make  ?  Such  as  the  French  have 
on  board  their  vessels.  We  take  no  man  into 
the  Navy  but  who  understands  his  business  and 
the  purpose  for  which  he  goes  there,  acd  we  see 
the  effects  of  it.  I  do  not  wish  it  understood,  ?ir, 
if  I  vote  against  the  bill,  that  I  am  opposed  to 
the  war.  No,  sir.  It  is  a  righteous  war,  into 
which  I  go  with  hand  and  hpart.  We  may  dif- 
fer Jibout  the  mode,  but  that  is  all.  I  speak  from 
experience  more  tnan  from  anything  else.  Let 
Qs  raise  a  sufficient  armj  to  serve  during  the  war, 
be  it  long  or  short.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
we  shall  not  succeed  in  our  enterprise  against  the 
enemy's  provinces.  We  have  the  Caqadas  as 
much  unoer  our  command  as  she  has  the  ocean; 
and  the  way  to  cooquer  her  on  the  ocean  is  to 
drive  her  from  the  land.  I  am  not  for  stopping 
at  duebec  or  anywhere  else;  but  I  would  take 
the  whole  continent  from  them,  and  ask  them  no 
favors.  Her  fleets  cankiot  then  rendezvous  at 
Halifax  as  now,  and  having  no  place  of  resort  in 
the  North,  cannot  infest  our  coast  as  they  have 
lately  donci  It  is  as  easy  to  conquer  them  on 
the  land  as  their  whole  Navy  could  conquer  ours 
on  the  ocean.  As  to  coping  with  them  at  sea, 
we  cannot  do  it.  We  can  annoy  them,  but  not 
meet  them  on  the  open  sea.  I  would  meet  them 
and  hurt  them,  however,  where  we  can.  We 
must  take  the  continent  from  them.  I  wish  never 
to  see  a  peace  till  we  do.  God  has  given  us  the 
power  and  the  means ;  we  are  to  blame  if  we  do 
not  use  them.  If  we  get  the  continent,  she  must 
allow  us  the  freedom  of  the  sea.  I  hope,  sir,  the 
amendment  of  myr  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
going  to'  make  this  army  more  efficient,  may  be 
adopted/ 

.  Mr.  Pi«BAaANT8  said,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  he  wished  to  submit  a  few  of  the  reasons 
why  he  was  opposed* to  the  amendment.  The 
question  before  the  House,  if  he  correctly  under- 
stood it,  was  not,  what  were  the  best  materials  of 
which  to  make  an  army;  whether  men  for  the 
war,  for  five  years,  or  for  twelve  months;  but  the 
question  was,  what  ii  the  kind  of  force,  and  for 
what  length  of  time  can,  you  raise  an  army  to 
take  the  field  at  the  earliest  period  ?  I  hesitate 
not  a  moment,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  declare,  that  if  it 
were  within  the  compass  of  our  ability  to  raise 
an  armf  for  five  years  by  voting  it,  I  would  au- 
thorize It.  Not  a  moment  should  I  doubt  on  the 
subject.  The  history  of  the  world  is  strongly  in 
favor  of  such  an  army.  But  we  perfectly  know, 
from  the  progress  of  the  recruiting  service,  that 
we  have  already  authorized  as  many  men  or  that 
description  as  we  shall  probably  be  able  to  raise. 
This  force  is  wanted  to  render  the  next  campaign 
efficient.  I  consider  the  bill  merely  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  volunteer  system  heretofore  pursued. 
Of  what  materials  will  this  army  be  composed  ? 
Of  young  men  ready  to  volunteer  their  services 
for  one  year  in  the  form  of  regulars ;  and  in 
ninety-nioe  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  men  will  en- 
list in  this  corps  who  would  not  enlist  for  five 
years,  or  for  the  war.  I  am  sanguine  in  the  opin- 
ion, that  this  ineasi^re,  if  now  adopted,  will  do 
away  the  defects  of  the  present  volunteer  system, 
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aod  I  am  fulljr  of  opinion,  that  under  it,  a  force 
may  be  drawn  into  the  field  ready  to  act  effi- 
ciently in  the  next  campaign.  I  am  not  one  of 
those,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  accounts  we  have 
heard  of  our  disasters,  who  despair  of  the  Repub- 
lic. If  we  torn  to  history  we  shall  find  that  we 
have  never  engaged  in  any  war  in  which  we 
have  come  out  better  in  the  first  campaign  than 
we  have  in  this.  Look  at  the  war  undertaken 
under  the  auspices  of  Gen.  Washington  against 
the  Indians.  What  was  the  history  of  it?  We 
all  recoll^t  the  campaign  under  Harmar,  and  its 
bloody  scenes.  The  campaign  under  St.  Clair 
cannot  be  forgotten.  We  then  suffered  defeat 
upon  defeat,  disaster  upon  disaster^  in  the  course 
of  the  war,  which  was  not  terminated  till  the 
Treaty  of  Greenville,  in  1795,  though  it  may  be 
aaid  to  have  virtually  terminated  by  the  defeat  of 
the  Indians  by  General  Wayne,  which  occurred 
previous  to  the  treaty.  If  this  country  be  will- 
ing to  go  into  the  contest  heart  and  hand,  we 
ahall,  tn  a  very  short  time,  demonstrate  to  the 
enemy  all  we  want  to  convince  her  of,  that  it  is 
Id  reality  her  interest  to  be  at  peace  with  this 
country.  I  hope,  sir,  the  motion  to  amend  the 
bill  will  not  prevail.  I  am  perfectly  convinced 
that  the  bill  as  it  is  will  enable  us  to  call  a  valo- 
able  force  into  service,  and  I  am  sanguine  in  the 
hope,  that,  with  its  aid,  together  with  the  other 
force  we  shall  have,  we  may  clear  the  continent 
of  the  enemy's  domioion  in  one  campaign,  though 
I  do  not  undertake  to  predict  that  we  shall. 

Th«  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Macon's 
proposed  amendment,  and  lost. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Pearson  said,  not  unfrequently  it  happens, 
Mr.  Speaker,  both  in  private  and  political  life, 
that  men  of  the  clearest  perceptions  and  most 
correct  motives^  experience  much  difficulty  and 
embarrassment  m  determining  on  the  course  best 
to  be  pursued,  or  the  application  of  means  best 
calculated  to  produce  a  given  object.  The  ob- 
ject most  devoutly  wished  for  by  myself,  and,  no 
doubt,  equally  desired  by  every  honest  and  hon- 
orable man  in  this  community,  is,  that  my  coon- 
try  should  once  more  be  restored  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  peace.  Under  the  pressure  of  existing 
circumstances,  involved  in  a  war  with  a  power- 
ful nation— a  war  now  prosecuted  for  a  doubtful, 
or,  at  least,  strongly  controverted  question  of  na- 
tional right — a  war,  the  prosecution  of  which,  so 
far  as  relates  to  our  military  operations,  has  eve- 
rywhere, and  on  all  occasions,  been  attended 
with  disgrace,  defeat,  or  disaster;  under  such 
circumstances,  I  confess,  sir,  I  am  not  free  from 
embarrassment  in  determining  on  the  course  de- 
manded by  genuine  patriotism,  or  best  calculated 
to  restore  the  blessioffs  of  peace  to  the  country. 
I  rejoiced  to  hear  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee  (Mr.  D.  R.  Williams)  de- 
clare, the  other  day,  that  his  object  was  also 
peace.  It  must  be  a  source  of  gratified tion  to 
the  country  to  learn  that  some  of  the  strongest 
advocates  for  the  declaration  of  war  begin  now 
to  think  and  talk  of  peace. 


The  honorable  gentleman,  however,  urges  the 
passage  of  the  bill  under  consideration  (which 
authorizes  the  enlistment  of  twenty  thousand 
additional  regular  troops  for  one  year;  and  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  proportionably  an 
unusual  number  of  officers,  with  all  the  accom- 
panying paraphernalia  of  an  army,)  as  the  means 
oest    calculated  to    produce  the  end   in  view. 
Did  I  believe,  air,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  or 
(what  is  more  difficult  and  less  likely  to  happen) 
the  actual  enlistment  of  the  proposed  additional 
force,  would  secure  to  us  our  object,  I  would  not 
only  consent  to  give  this  force,  but  ten  times  the 
number,  if  it  were  by  force  alone  to  be  obtained  ; 
but  when  I  reflect  on  the  special  and  sole  caase 
for  which  it  is  avowed  the  war  is  now  prosecu- 
ted ;  when  I  consider  ther  relative  strength,  situa- 
tion, and  disposable  force,  by  sea  and  land,  of  the 
two  nations,  and  especially  when  my  recollec- 
tion is  assailed  (for  we  cannot,  nor  ought  we 
to,  dose  our  senses  against  such  damning  facts) 
with  the  heretofore  scanty  enlistments ;  the  con- 
fusion and  insubordination  which  has  pervaded 
many  parts  of  your  army  \  the  extraordinary 
expense  already  mcurred,  and  the  uniform  disas- 
ters'which  have  marked  all  your  military  opera- 
tions, I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  the  belief  that 
the  force  now  proposed  can  produce  any  desint- 
ble  effect. 

Mr.  Speaker:  As  much  as  I  was  opposed  to 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  as  much  as  subse- 
quent events  have  convinced  me  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  vote  I  gave  on  that  momentous  ques- 
tion, it  is  not  my  purpose  on  thili  occasion  to 
question  the  policy  of  that  unfortunate  act.  My 
mind  is  bent  on  peace ;  to  that  object  mv  efforts 
are  directed.  The  impression  is  strongly  fixed 
on.  my  understanding,  tliet  this  war  can  be  ter- 
minated with  honor  and  advantage  to  this  na- 
tion, without  the  further  eftbsion  of  human  blood, 
if  SO,  surely  no  Christian  will  deny  but  justice, 
humanity,  and  sound  policy  demand  that  nothing 
should  remain  undone,  -on  our  part,  to  stop  this 
career  of  carnage  and  bloodshed.  I  have  said, 
sir,  that  it  is  my  impression  that  this  war  can  be 
terminated  witn  honor  and  advantage  to  this  na- 
tion, without  a  further  appeal  to  arms.  In  sta- 
tinff  this  opinion,  I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood 
as  identifying  the  honor  of  the  nation  with  the 
honor  of  those  by  whom  the  war  was  declared ; 
or,  in  other  words,  I  do  nor  admit  that  the  na- 
tional honor  rests'  solely  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  may  happen  .to  be  in  the  Administration,  or 
who  may  happen  'to  constitute  a  majority  in 
Congress.  No,  sir,  this  is  an  elective  Govern- 
ment-^the  power  and  ultimate  responsibility  rest 
with  the  people;  they  cannot  be  dishonored  un- 
less they  pertinaciously  approve  of  unwise  or 
wicked  measures,  and  continue  to  support  the 
authors  of  such  measures.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
with  me  a  primary  consideration,  in  the  sugges- 
tions I  am  about  to  make,  how  far  the  honor  or 
reputation,  for  political  wisdom,  of  any  individu- 
als may  t>e  affected  by  the  adoption  of  the  plan 
for  peace  which  has  occurred  to  mv  mind.  I  do 
not  Know  that  any  honorable  gentlnaan  will  be 
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afiected  by  it,  should  it;be  adopted.  I  hope  he 
will  Dot;  to  me  it  is  perlictly  indifferent  who  are 
in  power,  so  that  the  aflGeiirs  of  the  nation  are 
well  conducted. 

Mr.  Speaker:  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
original  causes  for  the  declaration  of  this  war, 
we  are  now  tanght  to  believe  tbftt  the  question  in 
contest  is  reduced  to  a  single  point.    The  Brit- 
isji  Orders  in  Council  were  repealed  on  the  21  st 
of  June,  three  days  after  our  declaration  of  war; 
and  of  course,* without  a  knowledge  of  that  event, 
the  blockade  of  May,  1806,*  had  long  eeased  to 
exist.     The  sole   avowed   cause,  therefore,  re-4 
maioing,  and  for  which  tthe  war  is  now  carried 
on,  is  the  practice  of  impressment  f^om  on  board 
our  merdiant  vessels.  This  subject  has  for  many 
years  ei>gaged.  the  attention  of  both  nations ;  it 
nas  been  a  fruitful  theme  of  execration  and  dec- 
lamation for  almost  every  editor  and  orator  of 
the  ase.    Great  as  our  cause  of  complaint  may 
have  oeen,  (and  I  am  not  disposed  to  palliate  it,) 
it  roust  be  admitted  by  all  who  understand  the 
nature  and  true  bearing  of  the  question,  that  it 
has  been  subjected  to  much  exaggeration.    Per- 
mit me,  sir,  to  remark,  that  notwithstanding  the 
importance,  the  difficulty,  and  delicacy  which 
have  been  justly  attributed  to  this  subject,  and 
the  unwillingness  at  all  times  manifested  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government  to  abandon  or 
derogate  from  the  abstract  right  of  impressing 
her  own  seamen  from  on  board  neutral  mer- 
chant vessels,,  it  is  very  far  from  being  certain 
that  she  has  not  been  willing  to  enter  into  such 
arrangement  with  this  Government,  as  would 
place  the  question  of  impressment  on  a  basis 
both  safe  and  honorable  to  this  nation.    By  a 
reference  to  the  correspondence  of  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Pinkoey  with  the  British  Commissioners, 
which  preceded  the  treaty  concluded  by  those 
gentlemen  ii^  the  year  1806,  but  which  was  un- 
fortunately rejected  by  the  then  President,  it  is 
evident  that  the  interest  of  impressment  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  those  gentlemen,  placed  on  a  foot- 
ing well  calculated  to  secure  our  own  seamen 
from  the  abuse  against  which  we  had   com- 
plained, and  against  which  it  was  our  duty  to 
protect  them.    This  opinion  was  not  only  ex- 
pressed ip  forcible  and  decisive  language  at  the 
time  ofentering  into  the  arrangement,  but  re- 
peated by  Mr.  Monroe  more  than  a  year  ftftejv  in 
a  formal  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State.    The 
language  of  that  gentleman,  now  your  Secretary 
of  State,  is  peculiarly  emphatic,  and  must  be 
within  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman  in 
this  House.    Without  troubling  the  House  with 
the  reading  oi  the  documents  referred  to,  it  is 
sufficient  for  me  to  state,  that  your  present  Secre- 
tary of  State  did,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
Madison,  dated  February  28,  1808.  declare  "  that 
f  he  always  believed,  and  did  still  believe,  that 
I  the  ground  on  which  the  interest  of  impress- 
( ment  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the  British 
I  Commissioners  of  the  8th  of  November,  1806, 
I  and  the  explanations  which  accompanied  it, 
I  was  both  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the 
<  United  States." 


Thus,  sir,  as  we  have  conclusive  evidence  of  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, at  one  period  at  least,  to  advance  consid- 
erable length  towards  an  adjustment  of  this  long 
contested  question  ;  and  as  we  have  no  eridence 
that  different  principles  and  claims  are  now  as- 
serted from  those  then  advanced;  I  think  it  fair 
to  conclude,  thdt  it  Is  still  in  our  power  to  put  an 
end  to  this  controversy  with  safety  to  our  sea- 
men, and  advantage  to  the  nation.  Instead,  then, 
of  passing  this  bill,  and  spending  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  our  countrymen  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  war.  I  conceive  it  our*  duty  to  make  an  ef- 
fort for  the  sanction  of  our  just  rights,  and  the 
restoration  of  peace^  without  a  further  appeal  to 
force.  It  is  my  decided  opinion  that  such  an  ef- 
fort, if  fairly  and  liberally  made  by  this  House, 
and  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government, 
would  not  fail  in  producing  the  desired  effect. 

The  pecufliar  nature  of  the  question,  which 
now  constitutes  the  sole  object  for  continuing  the 
war;  the  intimation  given  by  the 'Executive  in 
thecorrespondenoe  with  the  British  Government, 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  together  with  the 
opinions  stated  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney^ 
in  their  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Jao- 
uary  3, 1807,  all  tend  to  confirm  me  in  the  belief, 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
which  would  not  only  check  desertions  from  the 
British  service,  by  excluding  persons  of  that  de- 
scription from  employ  in  our  service,  but  aUo  de- 
prive the  British  Government  of  the  apology 
alleged  for  impressing  American  seamep,  by  exr 
eluding  British  subjects  from  the  commercial 
and  public  service  of  tne  United  States.  Hav- 
ing alluded  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Pinkney  of  the  3d  of  January,  1807. 1  will  lake 
the  liberty  of  reading  from  it  a  short  extract. 
After  stating  the  opinion  they  had  formerly  ex<« 
pressed,  that  although  the  British  Government 
did  not  feel  itself  at  liberty  to  relinquish  formal- 
ly, by  treaty,  its  claim  to  search  our  merchant 
vessels  for  British  seamen,  its  practice  would 
nevertheless  be  essentially,  if  not  completely, 
abandoned,  they  observe :  **  That  opinion  has 

*  since  been  confirmed  by  frequent  conferences 
^  on  the  subject  with  the  British  Coo^missioners, 
'  who  have  repeatedly  assured  us  that,  in  their 

*  judgment,  we  were  made  as  secure  against  the 
'  exercise  of  their  pretension  by  the  policy  which 
'  tbeir  Government  had  adopted,  in  regard  to  that 
'  very  delicate  and   important  question,  as  we 

*  could  have  been  made  by  treaty.  It  is  proper 
'  to  observe,  however,  that  the  good  effect  of  this 
'  disposition,  and  its  continuance,  may  depend, 
'  in  a  great  measure,  on  the  means  which  may 
'  be  taken  hereafter  by  the  Congress  to  check 

*  desertions  from  the  British  service.     If  the 


'  friendly  communications,  to  state  to  each  other 

*  what  they  respectively  desire,  and  in  that  mode 
'  tQ  arrange  the  business  as  satisfactorily  as  it 

*  could  be  done  by  treaty." 

Thus,  sir,  had  the  treaty  of  1806  b^n  ntified 
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and  a  good  understanding  been  produced  betwt en 
the  two  countries,  Congress  were  warned,  eren 
in  that  erent,  that  it  was  their  dutf  to  lend  their 
aid  in  rendering  effectual  and  perpetual  anjr  ar- 
rangement  which  might  be  made  on  this  subject 
of  impressment.  As  to  the  late  communications 
from  the  Executive  department,  made  to'  the 
British  Gorernment,  since  the  declaration  of  war, 
it  is  not  my  intention  at  thts  time  to  enter  into  a 

f  articular  examination  of  their  merit  or  demerit, 
will  barely  remark,  that  to  me  they  present  a 
noreltjf  in  the  history  of  war  and  diplomacy. 
Propositions,  alleged  to  be  of  a  pacific  nature, 
made  in  sir  days  after  the^  declaration  of  war  I 
Such  a  procedure  (much  as  I  desire  peace  and 
much  as  I  was  opposed  to  the  war)  is  to  my 
mind,  to  say  the  least,  extremely  extraordinary, 
and  its  policy  incomprehensible.  It  is  the  more 
so  from  the  cir6umstance  of  a  British  Minister 
being  on  the  spot  at  the  moment  of  declaring  the 
war  and  keeping  up  a  continued  correspondence 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  last  moment 
of  the  existence  ot  peace.  Uoder  such  circum- 
stances I  should  conceire  each  nation  ought  to 
have  known  the  uUimcUum  of  the  other  and  not 
waited  for  the  form  of  a  declaration  of  war,  to 
resume  the  negotiation  and  give  a  new  shape  to 
their  proposition.  I  confess  that  I  am  not  sur* 
prised  at  the  result  of  this  war  neffotiatioo— seve- 
rything  was  demanded  to  be  yielded  by  our  ene- 
my, for  which  the  war  was  declared,  even  as  a 
prelimmary  in  the  first  instance  to  an  armistice, 
and  in  the  second  instance  a's  preliminary  to  a 
negotiation.  The  equivalent  ofierbd  on  our  part, 
was  of  a  nature  which  it  was  not  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Executive  to  confirm,  and,  of  course, 
depended  on  what  Congress  might  or  might  not 
do  on  the  subject.  In  addition  to  this,  our  a^ent 
in  London,  taroogh  whom  those  propositions 
were  made,  did  not  possess  regular  and  compe- 
tent powers,  and  was  considered  by  the  British 
Government  as  incompetent  to  act  with  them  on 
such  a  subject  on  equal  terms  of  obligation  and 
responsibility.  Whatever,  therefore,  may  be  my 
opinion  in  relation  to  those  late  propositions,  and 
however  illy  calculated  they  may  have  been  to 
produce  any  desirable  result,  I  am  far  from  con- 
sidering them  unworthy  the  p«rticular  attention  of 
this  House.  I  allude  particularly  to  the  equiva- 
lent proposed  as  an  inducement  for  the  disconti^ 
nuance  of  the  practice  of  impressment.  Here,  Cor 
the  first  time  in  the  whole  history  of  the  long 
protracted  discussion  on  this  subiect,  it  is  intima- 
ted that  something  effectual  will  be  done  on  our 
part  to  prevent  the  cause  of  the  abuse  of  which 
we  complain — a  promise  is  given,  in  the  event  of 
obtaining  the  concessions  demanded^  that  a  law 
would  be  passed  by  Congress  to  prohibit  the  em- 
ployment of  British  seamen  in  the  publfc  or  com- 
mercial service  of  the  United  States.  This,  then, 
is  what  I  ask  you  now  to  do— pass  a  law  effeetu- 
ally  to  exclude  all  British  subjects  from  the  pub- 
lic and  private  maritime  service  p(  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  let  the  law  be  well  guarded  against 
the  possibility  of  violation  or  evasion;  and  let  us 
be  determijied  rigidly  to  enforce  it  i  place  this. 


law  in  the  hands  of  your  Executive ;  let  hina  im- 
mediately appoint  one  4|pmore  honest,  able,  inde- 
pendent commissioners ;  men  who  neither  have 
nor  expect  an  office ;  men  in  whom  the  Detioa, 
without  regard  to  party,  would  be  willing  to  con- 
fide; give  them  ample  powers  to  form  a  treetyoc 
arrange  the  sole  question  which  is  now  the  pivot 
on  which  this  war  depends.  Do  all  this ;  do  it 
faithfully,  and  I  venture  to  predict  you  will  ob- 
tain a  peace,  and  secure  your  just  rights  more 
speedily,  more  effectually,  and  more  sattafaetorilr 
to,  the  people  of  this.country,  than  by  ali  the  mil- 

K'tary  operations  in  the  compass  of  year  power. 
f  then,  after  doing  ev^y thing  which,  as  a  just 
and  honorable  people  we  ought  to  do,  not  onl^  to 
secure  our  own  rights,  but  to  guard  agaiaat  doing 
injury  to  the  rights  of  others,  we  should  unfortu- 
nately fail  in  obtaininj^  peace  and  justice,  we 
should  then  be  united  in  any  war  for  essential 
rights.  Sir,  in  politics,  as  well  aa  in  morality, 
the  sin  of  omission  is  equal  td  the  sin  of  commis- 
sion ;  if  others  are  injured  by  our  neglect,  with 
what  propriety  can  we  complain  if  that  injury 
should  happen  to  be  made  to  recoil  upon  our- 
selves— unless,  indeed,  effectual  means  are  takea 
to  prevent  its  recurrence?  If  thispositioa  is  true, 
let  it  be  applied  to  the  question  now  in  dispate; 
and  I.  conceive  it  must  irresistibly  follow,  that  our 
own  hands  are  not  entirely  clean,  and  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  make  them  so,  before  they  are  further 
steeped  in  blood.  Before  I  enter  into  the  exami- 
nation of  the  question  of  impressment — the  only 
avowed  existing  object  of  the  war — permit  me  to 
declare,  as  the  firm  conviction  of  my  understand- 
ing, that  if  this  question,  as  it  at  present  stands^ 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  two  na- 
tions, could  be  fully  and  fairly  understood  by  the 
people  of  this  country,  they  would  not  sastain  the 
war  in  which  we  are  involved  for  one  sini^ 
hour.  No,  sir  a  war  never  can,  it  never  oui^ht  lo 
bej  sustained,  for  the  protection  of  British  sabjept% 
or  foreigners  of  any  description,  who  may  come 
among  us,  unless  they  reinain  within  the  territo- 
rial jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  on  the  con- 
trary, if  Qreat  Britain  will  not  be  satisfied  to  ar- 
range this  subject  fairly — so  as  to  exempt  as  from 
the  abuse  of  the  practice  of  impressing  from  out 
vessels,  when  such  security  as  is  in  our  m>wer  to 
give^  and  such  as  she  ought  to  ask,  i«  ^en  her, 
that  none  of  her  seafaring  subjects  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  our  public  ormerchant  vesaela— then  we 
shall  have  a  cause  for  war  (and  be  united  in  it) 
more  worthy  pf  the  energies  of  this  nation.  How 
far  we  have  the  right,  or  how  expedient  it  may 
be  for  the  Legislature,  to  restrict  the  claims  of 
one,  though  very  inconsiderable,  class  of  sea- 
men, Tiz :  those  British  seamen  who  have,  previ- 
ously to  the  existing  war,  been  regularly  natural- 
ized agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States-* 
how  far,  I  say,  it  would  be  Constitutional  and  just 
to  interfere  with  the  claims  and  privileges  now 
enjoyed  by  this  particular  description  of  persons, 
I  am  not  at  this  moment  prepared  to  say.  I  be- 
lieve, however,  the  number  is  so  inconsiderable, 
that  It  would  not  produce  any  serious  obstacle  to 
an  arrangement,  which  would  be  otherwise  destr- 
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able  to  the  two  nations.  The  whole  number  of 
seamen  of  this  description,  daring  the  whole  pe- 
riod from  1796  to  1811  ^agreeably  to  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,)  amounts  onlv  to  1,332 ; 
and  from  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  well  informed 
on  this  subject^  it  is  highly  probable,  at  the  period 
of  the  declaration  of  war.  and  perhaps  at  this  mo- 
ment, there  are  not  one  hundred  regularly  natu- 
ralized British  seamen  in  our  serrice.  It  is  pro- 
bable, therefore,  that  in  a  negotiation  commenced 
and  prosecuted  with  friendly  dispositions,  the 
abstract  questioii  of  right  might  not  arise ;  an4  if 
it  did,  both  parties  regarding  and  looking  to  the 
future  more  than  the  past,  would  not  permit  so 
inconsiderable  a  practical  and  past  eril  to  become 
a  serious  object  of  contestation.  As  to  those  for- 
eigners who  may  be  hereafter  naturalized,  we 
have  complete  control  over  the  subject ;  they 
ought  not  to  have  a  claim  on  protection,  if  they 
are  not  content  with  the  blessings  of  our  laws 
and  our  land,  without  placing  themselves  in  the 
power  of  their  natiTC  soTereign.  Sir,  it  would 
seem,  if,  indeed,  any  reliance  is  to  be  had  on  a 
Tery  extraordinary  document,  furnished  by  the 
Ezecutire  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
purporting  to  be  the  detail  of  an  interesting  con-* 
Tersation  hetweea  Mr.  Rnssell  and  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  on  the  18th  of  September  last,  that  Mr. 
Russell,  though  not  authorized  by  hisQovernment 
so  to  do,  did  propose  that  the  law  to  be  passed  by 
us  and  to  take  effect  on  the  discontinuance  of  the 
practice  of  impressment,  should  prohibit  the  em- 
ployment of  the  native  subiects  or  citizens  of  the 
one  State,  excepting  sucn  onily  as  bad  already 
been  naturalized,  on  board  the  private  or  public 
ships  of  thf  other.  This  proposition,  although 
not  authorized  and  not  considered  as  binding  on 
the  Executive,  is  certainly  entitled  to  due  con- 
sideration^ by  us,  from  the  time  and  manner  of 
its  being  made^and  the  sanction  most  unques- 
tionably implied  froita  the  silence  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  relation  to  this  proposition.  Thus,  the 
subject  is  reduced  by  the  showing  of  our  own 
Cabinet  not  so  much  to  the  violation  of  a  right, 
as  to  the  occasional  abuse  of  the  exercise  of  a 
right. 

How,  then,  does  the  question  jeallj  and  fairly 
stand,  for  which  it  is  alleged  this  war  is  and  ought 
to  be  prosecuted  at  the  hazard  of  everything  dear 
to  a  prosperous  and  happy  people?  The  claim 
of  the  British  Government  is  to  take  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  other  countries  British  sub- 
jects. We  complain  that,  in  the  practice,  com- 
manders of  British  ships  of  war  ofcen^  take  from 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  American 
citizens.  If,  then,  the  rigkt  of  search  is  not  de- 
nied— if  the  invariable  principle  of  national  allegi- 
ance and  protection  is  admitted,  so  far  as  gives  to 
the  Sovereign  a  right  to  the  services  of  their  na- 
tive citizens  or  subiects,  in  time  of  war,  or  when 
the  exigencies  of  the  State  may  require  them — 
it  follows  that  this  practice  of  impressment  from 
our  vessels  springs  from  our  employment  of  her 
seamen  in  our  merchant  service,  regardless  of  the 
injury  inflicted  by  depriving-^her  of  the  services 
of  that  class  of  her  subjeets,  more  than  all  others 


essential  to  her  safetv  in  time  of  war,  and,  at  all 
times,  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  nation. 
Th'i&practice  being  induced  and  defended  for  the 
reasons  above  stated,  will  not  be  relinquished  until 
something  is  done — some  plan  adopted — which 
will  remedy  the  evil  complained  of,  for  which 
impressment  is  now  resorted  to.  We  will  have 
to  give  something  in  exchaoge  as  thej)rice  of  such 
a  relinquishment,  and  nothing  can.be  cheaper 
than  the  plan  I  have  proposed. 

Will  it  be  contended  that  this  is  granting  too 
much  ?  Will  it  be  contended  that  a  neutral  flav 
shall  protect  everything  that  sails  under  it? 
Surely  gentlemen  will  except  articles  deemed 
contraband  of  war,  and  armed  enemies  of  a  bel- 
ligerent. They  iQust  go  further:  they  must  aban- 
don the  protection  of  native  subjects  of  a  foreign 
Power,  when^  they  trust  themselves  beybnd  our 
territorial  jo risdi<etion,  and  thus  fall  into  the  hands 
of  their  original  sovereign.  If  this  is  not  done, 
this  war  most  be  interminable,  at  least,  while 
Ghreat  Britain  has  a  flag  on  the  ocean.  Should 
we  be  successful  in  the  contest,  the  principle  will 
not  be  sanctioned  by,  any  nation  regardful  of  its 
maritime  power,  and  probably  be  a  curse  to  our- 
selves, should  we  ever  possess  superior  naval 
prowess.  Moreover,  in  the  assertion  of  such  a 
right,  we  are  entering  the  lists  against  the  law 
and  practice  of  perhaps  every  nation  in  the  world 
which  pretends  to  regard  civilization  or  law.  For, 
although  I  lidmit  that  all  civilized  nations  recog- 
nise, in  some  form  or  other,  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  naturalization,  yet  they  equally  agree  ia 
thetdoetrine  of  perpetual  allegiance,  and  deny  that 
naturalization,  by  a  foreign  Power,  gives  to  the 
person  naturalized  any  new  claims  to  protection 
against  his  own  Sovereign.  Much  less,  there- 
fore, are  persons  to  be  protected  who  are  bound 
by  BO  tie  to  any  country,  except  the  tie  resulting 
from  allegiance  and  protection,  which  is  only  due 
to  and  from  the  native  State. 

This,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  of  approved  writers  on 
national  law ;  it  is  the  uniform  doctrine  of  Great 
Britain,  and  is  recognised,  not  only  by  the  prac- 
tice of  France,  but  by  a  variety  of  statutes  and 
edicts  of  that  country,  both  before  and  since  the 
Hevolttlioo.  She  not  only  denies  the  right  of 
protection  to  the  naturalized  person  against  his 
own  Scvvereign,  but  denies  to  neutrals  the  right 
to  naturalize  her  enemies^  so  as  to  protect  them, 
against  her  arms,  and  authorizes  the  seizure  of 
her  own  teamen  on  board  neutral  vessels  at  sea. 
Yes,  sir,  these  practices  and  these  pre'tensions 
have  been  enforced  upon  us  by  the  officers  of  the 
French  Government  in  a  variety  of  instances ; 
and,  so  far  from  those  officers  considering  It  an 
offence,  they  have  reproached  our  Government 
for  aeducvng  their  seamen  into  our  service ;  nor 
have  I  heard  a  whisper  of  complaint  on  this  sub- 
ject against  the  French  Government.  Who  is 
there,  that  has  paid  any  attention  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  France  on  this  subject,  that  is  ignorant  of 
the  rigid  vigilance  with  which  she  has  endea- 
vored ta  secure  to  herself  the  services  of  her  own 
seamen,  both  in  peace  and  war,  and  the  Httle  cer- 
emony with  which  neutral  or  naturalized  setfmen 


( 


607 


HISTORT  OF  OONGBBSS. 


508 


H.  or  R. 


Addiiional  MilUary  Force. 


Jajiuaky,  18  la 


have  been  treated  by  her.  She  makes  it  a  crime 
in  her  teamea  to  serve  on  board  vessels-  of  other 
nations,  whether  enemies  or  friends.  She  pun- 
ishes as  pirates  all  masters  of  vessels,  whether 
naturalized  or  settled  in  other  countries,  who  take 
commissions  or  use  any  other  flag  than  that  of 
France.  If  her  seamen  are  found  in  foreign  ships, 
in  time  of  peace,  they  are  doomed  to  confinement 
and  service ;  if  io  time  of  war,  they  are  sentenced 
to  three  years  in  the  galleys.  These  are  some  of 
ibe  regulations  which  exist,  and  had  their  origin 
previous  to  the  Revolution.  Sioce  that  period, 
and  in  the  tide  of  French  principles,  (for  I  will 
not  prostitate  the  term  liberty,)  other  regulations 
have  taken  place,  which  clearly,  show  of  what 
avail  our  certificates  of  naturalization  or  our  pro- 
tection to  foreigners  would  have  been,  had  that 
nation  been  able  to  keep  anything  like  k  fleet  at 
aea.  By  this  modern  champion  of  maritime  rights, 
all  captains  of  neutral  vessels  were  punished  as 
jptet,  unless  they  could  ptove  by  our  Minister 
near  the  French  Court  that  they  were  born  in  an 
allied  or  neutral  country.  All  English  sailors  on 
board  neutral  flags  in  the  ports  of  France  were 
ordered  to  be  arrested,  and  every  roan  who  spoke 
the  English  language  was  to  be  considered  Eng- 
lish, unless  he  could  prove  by  authentic  doct;- 
ments  that  he  was  an  American. 

These,  sir,  are  some  of  the  doctrines  and  prac- 
tices of  France;  their  cruelijr  and  injustice  in 
many  respects  must  be  admitted  by  all;  they 
transcend  any  British  pretensions  which  have 
ever  come  to  my  knowledge;  they  are  adduced 
not  to  palliate  the  conduct  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, but  to  show  the  conduct  of  different  nations 
oh  the  subject  for  which  the  war  is  now  continued^ 
and  principally  to  show,  that  whilst  we  assert  the 
principle  that  our  fla^  shall  be  the  shield  of  pro- 
tection to  every  foreigner  who  may-  take  renige 
under  it,  this  war  willbe  eternal,  if  not  universal. 

One  word  more,  sir, on  this  part  of  the  subject — 
it  is  this:  independent  of  the  existence  of  the 
war,  and  the  intrinsic  delicacy  and  perplexity  of 
the  question  of  which  I  have  been  treating,  and 
setting  aside  all  considerations  of  injury  and  ab- 
stract right  both  in  relation  to  ourselves  and  others, 
there  is  something  of  superior  encouragement  and 
pAtronage  due  from  us  to  our  native  tars.  Na- 
tional honor  and  national  safety  require  that  your 
navies  and  your  armies  too  should  be  composed 
of  the  natives  of  our  soil.  It  ill  befits  us  to  share 
the  toils  and  honors  of  defending  our  country 
with  those  who  have  no  interest  in  it — already 
has  the  glory  of  the  late  brilliafnt  naval  achieve- 
ment, the  capture  of  the  Guerriere  by  the  Con- 
stitution, under  command  of  Captain  Hull,  been 
aomewhat  tarnished  by  the  fact,  or  at  least  the 
belief,  that  a  great  part  of  our  crew  were  Britons. 
Call  not  foreigners  to  your  aid,  let  American  bat- 
tles be  fought  by  America's  sons;  to  them  impart 
the  honor  or  the  shame. 

As  to  the  bill  under  consideration,  I  consider 
it  a  perfect  nullity  in  point  of  practical  efficiency. 
It  will  add  to  expenses  already  too  great  for  the 
people  to  bear,  or  this  Legislature  fairly  to  pro- 
vide.   For,  sir,  ao  tottering  are  the  propa  of  this 


war,  they  will  fall  the  instant  voo  touch  the  pock- 
ets of  the  people  in  a  way  which  they  will  see, 
feel,  and  understand.  I  know  your  reliance  is  oa 
loans,  to  aid  in  providing  for  the  expenditures  of 
the  present  year,  which,  if  this  bill  pasaes,  will 
exceed  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars.  This  mode 
of  getting  money  may  fail,  and,  if  it  does  not,  lit- 
tle comfort  is  afforded  by  it  to  those  who  look 
forward  to  the  day  of  payment.  No  honest  man 
derives  much  consolation  from  being  relieved 
from  prompt  payment,  if  a  mortgage  is  riTettedoa 
himself  and  his  posterity.  Already  you  have 
officers  in  number  sufficient  to  command  thirty- 
five  thousand  men,  independent  of  the  six  hoo- 
dred  which  have  just  sprung  up  bv  the  bill  that 
was  passed  yesterday.  Suppose  (for  the  sake  of 
argument)  that  there  are  at  this  moment  not 
more  than  fifteen  thousand  men  enlisted  in  the 
present  establishment;  it  follows  of  course  that 
there  are  already  supernumerary  officers  sufficient 
for  the  command  of  twenty  thousand  men,  besides 
the  additional  six  hundred  exclusively  intended 
for  the  recruiting  service. 

Why  then,  with  so  many  unemployed  offieen 
in  commission  and  pay,  (a  number  almost  suffi- 
cient to  admit  of  a  recruiting  officer  opening  a 
rendezvous  in  every  coiinty,  town,  or  village  in 
the  United  States.)  shall  we  have  entailed  upoa 
us  the  curse  of  this  additional  mass  of  useless  ex- 
pense? If  there  is  any  peculiar  charm  in  the 
period  of  twelve  months  to  induce  rapid  enlist- 
ments, after  the  jaw  which  at  present  exists  au- 
thorizing the  enlistment  of  fifteen  thousand  men 
for  eighteen  months,  let  ihese  fifteen  thousand  and 
five  thousand  more  if  you  please  be  enlisted  for 
twelve  instead  of  eighteen  months,  and  you  will 
have  all  the  men  conteinplated  by  this  bill  with- 
out the  unnecef^ary  multiplication  of  officers. 

I  understand,  sir^  the  present  campaign  is  broken 
up;  no  more  fighting  or  attempts  on  Canada  are 
intended  during  the  Winter.  Let  your  officer^ 
instead  of  lolling  in  the  tents,  or  spending  their 
time  in  amusement,  exert  themselves  in  provid- 
ing a  force  for  the  Spring,  and  if  men  are  disposed 
to  enlist  at  all,  as  many  can  and  will  be  had,  in  the 
manner  I  have  mentioned,  as  there  would  be  if 
you  had  a  recruiting  officer  at  evejry  man's  door 
in  the  country. 

But,  sir.  when  I  consider  the  intrinsic  objec- 
tions to  snort  enlistments  for  distant  offensive 
operations;  when  I  reflect  on  the  theatre  where 
this  war  is  to  be  prosecuted,  and  the  consequence 
of  opposing  raw  undisciplined  troops  in  contest 
with  veteran  soldiers,  I  cannot  avoid  expressing 
my  astonishment  at  the  imbecility  and  wildness 
of  the  project  contemplated  by  this  bill^  and  ad- 
monish gentlemen  of  its  total  inefficacy  in  bring- 
ing nearer  to  them  the  object  of  their  wishes. 

Mr.  Calhoun  observed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  PsAa- 
80N,  that  he  was  very  happy  to  find,  that  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  while  he  was 
unwilling  to  defend  the  Irish  and  Englishmen, 
yet  WVLS  willing  to  promote  the  war  for  the  Amer- 
ican seamen — that  the  cause  was  a  good  one, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  other  gentlemen  who 
usually  acted  with  him,  would  unite  to  defend  so 
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brave  aod  meritorioas  a  class  of  ciiizens.  That 
as  to  acting  on  the  subject,  he,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  together  with 
some  others  of  that  committee,  bad  it  under  con- 
sideration. That  his  views  did  not  extend  farther 
than  the  proposition  made  by  our  Executive  to 
the  British  Grovernment.  If  England  would  agree 
to  reciprocal  exclusion,  he  would  agree  for  one 
to  limit  our  protectioa  to  native-born  seamen  and 
those  who  are  now  oaturaliezd.  The  subject 
was,  however,  one  of  very  great  delicacy,  beuer 
fitted  for  negotiation  than  legislation,  and  he  had 
not  fully  reflected  on  it — but  if,  after  due  delibera- 
tion, he  found  it  could  be  done  with  propriety,  it 
should  be  laid  before  Congress  before  the  end  of 
the  session.  That  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that  we  ought 
to  rely  on  such  provisions,  and  suspend  in  the 
meantime  our  preparations;  that  such  conduct 
would  be  fatal,  as  England  was  a  proud  and  hi&^h- 
minded  nation,  and  that  nothing  could  bring  her 
to  terms  but  a  vigorous  and  successful  prosecution 
of  the  war. 

Mr.  Rbba  made  some  remarks  on  the  same 
head;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Monday^  January  4. 

BowARD  Hbmpstbad,  returned  to  serve  as  the 
•Delegate  in  this  House  from  the  Territory  of 
Missoari,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  bis  seat.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FrNDLsr, 

Resolved^  That  the  Speaker  address  a  letter  to 
the  Ezecutiye  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  com- 
ma oica  ting  information  of  the  death  of  John 
Smilib,  late  a  member  of  this  House,  in  order 
that  measdres  may  be  taken  to  supply  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  thereby,  in  the  representation  from 
that  State. 

The  bill  to  confirm  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  settle  the  boundaries  of 
the  public  lands  at  West  Point,  was  read  a^third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  offered  the  following  resolution 
for  eoDsideratioii: 

^  Ruohed,  That  tlie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  inatmeted  to  tiMpirs  into  the  expedient  of  fixing  by 
law  the  Taloe  of  mroign  goM  coins  withia  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  B.  observed,  ihaf  the  law  which  had  form- 
erly made  those  coins  a  tender  in  the  payment 
of  duties,  had  .been  sufiered  to  expire  twp  yiears 
since ;  not  having  been  renewed,  under  an  appre- 
hension that  those  coins  were  so  far  reduced  in 
valae  as  not  to  befit  for  circulation.  By  the  report 
of  the  Assayer  of  the  Mint,  for  the  year  1812,  laid 
on  the  table  a  few  days  ago,  it  appeared  that 
there  was  no  difference  in  the  value  of  these  coins 
between  the  present  day  and  the  time  when  the  law 
of  1806  expired, except  in  those  of  Spain.  There 
was  circulating  a  quantity  of  gold  coin  in  the 
country,  which  frequently  fell  Into  the  hands  of 
those  unacquainted  with  the  expiration  of  the 
law,  who  took  it  at  its  full  value,  and  thereby  in* 
curred  loss,  dbo. 

The  resoltttioA  waa  thea  adopted. 


ROLL  OF  UNITED  STATES'  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  make  a  motion.  He 
remarked,  that  at  the  first  session  of  the  seventh 
Congress,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for 
reasons  by  him  set  forth,  transmitted  to  Congress 
a  roll  of  the  persons  having  office  or  employment 
under  the  United  States.  At  that  day,  reform, 
economy,  retrenchment,  husbanding  the  public 
resources,  jealoujty  of  great  military  and  naval 
establishments,  jealousy  of  Executive  patronage, 
jealousy  of  the  power  of  the  General  Qovern- 
ment,  when  in  collision  with  that  of  the  States— 
these  were  then  the  leading  and  prominent  fea- 
tures of  Republican  faith.  We  find  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  that  day  himself  pointing 
to  the  patronage  with  which  he  is  clothed,  to  its 
enormous  amount,  and  soliciting  its  retrench- 
ment. But,  setting  aside  any  motive/ the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might  have,  had  in 
making  the  communication,  it  may  be  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  it  cannot  be  improper  for  this 
House  to  possess  such  information.  Mr.  R. 
therefore  moved — 

'<  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  roll  of  persons  having  ofiice  or  emoluments 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table.    Negatived,  49  to  44. 

Mr.  Little  could  not  conceive  any  object  in 
view  in  requiring  the  names  of  military  as  well 
as  civil  officers,  and  thought  a  distinction  should 
be  made  between  them  in  the  resolution,  as  in* 
deed  he  apprehended  the  gentleo^an  who  moved 
itJotended. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  words  **  so  far  as  he  believes 
consistent  with  the  public  good." 

Mr.  Bi«ACKLB00D  made  a  motion  going  to  su- 
persede that  of  Mr.  Rhea,  that  the  further  con- 
sideration  of  the  motion  be  postponed  to  Wed- 
nesday next.  He  wished  time  to  prepare  an 
amendment,  which  should  except  from  the  gen- 
eral requisition  the  names  of  those  persons  in  the 
employment  of  the  United  Slates,  the  disclosure 
of  whose  names,  and  perhaps  employments,  the 
existing  state  of  war  might  render  improper. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  be  had  no  objection  to 
the  resolution  being  postponed  or  laid  on  the 
table,  but  for  the  difficulty  which  was  interposed 
to  doin|(  any  business  in  this  House,  but  such  as 
the  majority  of  the  House  should  previously,  di- 
rectly or  tacitly,  have  arranged  to  be  done.  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  had  himself  attended  in  his  place 
with  a  wish  to  make  this  motioji  at  least  twenty 
times.  According  to  the  present  manner  of  trans- 
acting business,  Mr.  R.  said,  a  difficulty  was  in- 
terposed, not  only  to  making  a  motion,  but  to 
calling  up  business  on  the  taole—^it  was  a  mode 
of  doing  business  before  uopfecedented  and  un- 
heard of,  in  this  House,  or  in  any  Parliamentary 
body  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  This  circumstance 
alone  inducing  Mr.  R.  to  feel  any  reluctance  to 
accede  to  the  proposition  for  postponement.  But 
while  up,  said  Mr.  R.,  permit  me  to  notice  a 
changei  which  would  be  amusing  if  it  were 
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not  roelaocholy — a  chaoge  by  time  and  chance, 
which  happen  unto  all  thiD^s;  a  change  in  those 
who  call  themselves  the  legitimate  successors  of 
the  seventh  Congress;  a  diJOference  between  the 
feelings  of  this  House  now  and  then.  This  House 
now  feels  a  fastidious  delicacy,  a  sort  of  instinc- 
tive terror,  an  inward  shrinking  and  fainting  in 
calliog  on  the  Executive  for  that  information 
which  the  Executive  at  that  time  voluntarily 
tendered  to  us.  As  to  the  nature  of  the  informa- 
tion requested,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  copied  the 
words  from  the  Message  of  the  President  to  the 
seventh  Congress,  transmitting  what  be  was 
pleased  to  call  "  a  roll  of  persons  bavins  office 
and  emolument  under  the  United  States?'  Mr. 
R«  here  read  the  Message  alluded  to.  He  stated 
his  apprehension  that  an  agreement  to  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone  to  Wednesday  next  would  be 
equivalent  to  rejection.  The  mode  of  doing 
business,  he  repeated,  was  almost  such  as  to  seal 
the  lips  of  every  man  who  has  not  the  honor  to 
hold  some  prominent  station  in  the  standing  or 
select  committees  of  the  House.  In  his  Appr^" 
hension  this  abuse  ought  to  be  remedied.  The, 
evil  had  increased,  and  was  iocreasiog.  The  floor 
of  the  House  should  be  open  as  well  to  one  side 
as  the  other  of  the  House — 

Mr.  R.  had  proceeded  thus  far ;  when 

Mr.  SPBACERsaid,hedid  not  think  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman,  reflecting  upon  the  House  for 
the  mode  of  transacting  business,  proper  in  them- 
selves or  relevant  to  the  proposition,  to  postpone 
the  resolution  until  Wednfe^day.  In  point  of 
fact,  he  would  observe  that  there  was  no  diflfer- 
ence  in  the  opportunity  enjoyed  by  gentlemen  on 
all  sides  of  the  House,  of  submitting  th^ir  mo- 
tions. If  there  were  not  greater  extension  of  the 
time  for  receiving  motions,  it  proceeded  from  the 
inability  to  make  a  House,  in  consequence  of 
the  non-attendance  of  some  members,  at  the  hour 
to  which  the  House  is  adjourned. 

Mr.  Rakdolpb  having  resumed  his  seat, 

Mr.  Rbea  said,  he  should  vote  for  postpone- 
ment, because  there  could  be  no  ground  for  the 
call.  If  the  gentleman  had  any  object  in  view,  and 
would  call  for  information  relative  to  it,  he  had 
no  objection  to  affording  it.  "But  this  resolution 
was  too  comprehensive,  it  bad  a  beginning,  but 
BO  end  or  object  that  he  could  discover. 

Mr.  Lacock  said,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
resolution,  but  that  it  was  too  broad  for  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  Government.  The  name 
was  required  of  every  person  employed  by  it,  no 
mattter  how  necessary  that  their  employments 
ahould  be  confidential.  It  left  no  discretion  to 
withhold  the  name  of  any  person,  although  en- 
gaged in  military  or  other  concerns  requiring 
secrecy. 

Mr.  Blackleoge  rose  to  say.  that  he  was  by 
nomesns  hostile  to  the  object  ot  the  motion,  fur- 
ther than  it  might  be  detrimental  to  the  public 
service.  He  wished  to  postpone  it  to  prepare 
an  amendment.  If  he  could  not  amend  it  satis- 
factorily, he  would  then  vote  for  it  as  it  stood. 

The  question  on  postpopement  was  ligreed  to, 
58  to  49. 


ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  raising  for  one  year  an  additional  military 
force  of  twenty  thousand  men. 

The  question  was  stated  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brigham. — Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration if  passed  into  a  law.  will  deeply  aflfect 
my  constituents  and  the  public  in  general.  It 
provides  for  prosecuting  this  war  on  a  more  ex- 
tensive scale— it  is  a  kind  of  second  declaration 
of  war.  The  objects  of  conquest  are  multiplied ; 
the  field  of  operation  is  enlarged ;  the  Army  must 
be  increased  with  the  addition  of  20,000  regular 
troops;  and  enlistments  encouraged  by  additional 
bounty  and  wages.  Sir,  this  is  the  system  of  ar- 
rangement to  prosecute  the  scheme  of  foreign  in- 
vasion. One  error  frequently  prepares  the  way 
for  another ;  we  are  now  unhappily  involved  in 
the  calamities  of  war.  and  the  question  is,  how 
we  shall  prosecute  ano  support  it. 

Mr.  3*  said  he  had  been  uniformly,  and  in  prin- 
ciple, opposed  to  this  war,  and  of  course,  opposed 
to  all  the  measures  connected  with  it;  that  in  his 
opinion,  this  war  was  both  politically  and  morally 
wrong;  that  it  was  declared  without  suitable  pre- 
paration, without  necessity,  without  an  army^, 
without  adequate  resources,  and  without  nnani- 
mitv ;  it  has  been  prosecuted  without  fcuecess ; 
we  nave  also  gained  nothing  but  loss,  defeat,  and 
disgrace ;  the  people  are  alarmed  at  the  loss  of 
their  peace,  distressed  with  the  fruits  of  the  war, 
and  have  serious  apprehensions  of  what  may  be 
the  future  measures  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  B.,  this  war  ia  of  an  offen- 
sive character ;  it  is  a  war  of  conquest,  totally 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  Con- 
stitution, and,  if  prosecuted  in  the  present  divided 
state  of  the  country,  1  fear  it  may  be  fatal  to  oar 
most  Valuable  institutions.  Republics,  sir,  ought 
never  to  be  engaged  in  a  foreign,  offensive  war  ; 
they  are  calculated  only  for  defensive  war. 

Sir,  there  is  something  unaccocmtable,  that  the 
disposition  to  prosecute  this  war  should  increase, 
as  the  causes  of  the  war  decrease^nd  the  means 
and  ability  to  cairy  it  on  lessen.  The  war  which 
we  now  have  on  hand  ie  predicated  prineipally 
on  the  Ordcffs  in  Council.  The  impressment  of 
seamen,  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  was 
considered  of  minor  importance  and  as  a  proper 
subject  of  negotiation  between  the  two  nations, 
and  was  so  cotfsidered  in  the  dsfys  of  Gkneral 
Washington,  in  those  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  why 
not  now  by  Mr.  Madison  ? 

Sir,  the  Orders  in  Council  which  interfered 
with  our  neutral  rights  are  revoked.  The  Pres- 
ident, in  his  Message  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session;  declared  the  fact,  and  the  war  now 
rests  solely  on  the  subject  of  impressment.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  prosecuting  of  this  war  will 
have  a  tendency  to  bring  about  an  amicable  and 
satisfactory  adjustment  on  this  subject,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  if  it  ever  ceases,  this  question 
of  impressment  must  be  settled  by  treaty. 

Sir,  at  this  time,  and  under  these  circnmstnn- 
ces,  we  are  cdled  on  to  attgment  our  standing 
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army  to  tbe  namber  of  55.000  regular  troops,  to 
prosecute  tbe  war  with  vigor,  aod,  as  some  say, 
for  ^lory. 

Sir.  if  this  system  of  warfare  is  carried  into  ef- 
fect, we  shall  unavoidably  create  an  annual  ex- 
pense df  forty  millions  of  dollars;  and  where  is 
yoar  money  to  defray  this  expense  ?  Why,  you 
must  take  it  from  the  pockeis  of  our  constituents, 
and  from  those  who  are  opposed  to  this  war;  and 
if  you  fail  of  obtaining  the  necessary  loans,  you 
must  stop  payment ;  tbe  nation  will  become  bank- 
rupt, ana  luture  generations  will  be  loaded  with 
an  enormous  debt. 

Sir,  can  this  be  for  the  honor  aiid  interest  of  the 
American  people;  can  it  be  for' the.  satisfaction 
of  our  constituents;  are  they  it  love  with  this 
war?  Are  they  prepared  to  bai'ter  away  their 
property  and  their  peace  for  the  hazards  and  fa- 
tigue 01  a  foreign  war,  which  promises  nothing 
but  poverty  and  distress?  It  is  impossible.  Sir, 
it  is  said  that  we  are  now  about  to  make  one  sub- 
lime military  effort,  which  shall  do  honor  to  this 
nation ;  that  with  these  troops  we  are  to  take, 
not  only  the  Ganadas,  but  Halifax  and  Nova 
Scotia,  And  for  aught  1  know,  East  Florida,  fol- 
low up  the  Tippecanoe  expedition,  and  extermi- 
nate the  Indians.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  never  bad 
known  the  incipient  cause  nor  by  what  authority 
General  Harrison  made  his  incursion  into  .the 
wilderness,  beyond  where  the  United  Sti^tes  had 
extinguished  the  Indian  titles,  and  destroyed  the 
Prophet's  town,  but  said  that  he  hoped  the  time 
would  come  when  he  should  know  ihe  merits 
of  that  enterprise. 

Mr.  B.  said,  if  the  friends-of  this  bill  and  of  the 
war  could  accomplish  their  darling  object,  subdue 
and  take  possession  of  the  Ganadas,  and  all  the 
other  Bfitish  provinces  in  North  America,  in  his 
opinion  it  would  be  a  great  public  misfortune — 
fatal  to  the  civil  liberties  of  tb^e  country,  and 
change  the  charadter  of  our  Government. 

Sir^said  Mr.  B..  with  these  impressions,  I  depre- 
cate the  taking  or  the  Ganadas,  or  the  other  Brit- 
ish provinces,  as  I  do  the  loss^of  liberty  and  the 
ruin  of  this  country.    This  war  cannot  be  per- 

{)etuated  and  prosecuted  without  violating  the 
aws  of  humanity  and  justice,  the  laws  of  religion 
and  morality— and  these  laws  are  to  be  respected 
as  well  by  nations  as  by  individuals;  and  we  have 
not  only  reason  to  believe,  but  do  believe,  that  the 
God  of  Armies,  who  superintends  the  concerns  of 
men,  will  give  success  to  our  arms,  or  blast  Our 
enterprise,  according  to  its  moral  character.  If 
the  Ganadas  are  subdued  and  conquered,  it  must 
be  done  by  force  of  arms ;  and  what  have  the  io- 
habitanta  of  those  provinces  been  guilty  of,  which 
warrbut  this  Governmeat  in  putting  them  to  the 
sword? 

Sir,  they  are  now  inoffensive,  and  qtrietly  pur- 
suing their  own  business ;  they  are  content  under 
their  own  Administration ;  they  are  protected  by 
their  own  Government,  and  are  not  panting  for 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  at  was  vainly  sup- 
posed the  last  season,  nor  do  they  ask  us  to  relieve 
them  from  the  oppression  of  their  own  Govern- 
ment, which  General  Hull,  in  his  tender  mercy 
12th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 17 


promised  them,  in  his  pompous  proclamation,  on 
the  condition  that  they  would  revolt  from  their 
rightful  Sovereign,  and  put  themselves  under  his 
gracious  protection;  nor  were  they  terrified  by 
the  threat  of  extermination,  if  found  fighting  in 
their  own  defence  by  the  side  of  an  Indian ;  nor 
were  they  to  be  seduced  from  their  allegiance  by 
promises  which  could  not  be  performed.  No,  sir, 
nor  do  they  ask  any  favor  but  that  you  cease 
from  troubling.  Sir,  they  will  not  submit,  and 
they  have  told  you,  by  their  actuar  resistance,  that 
they  will  defend  themselves,  their  councils,  their 
firesides,  their  wives,  and  their  children,  their 
rights  and  their  property ;  and  they  are  not  to  be 
subdued  but  at  tne  price  of  blood.  And  where  is 
your  authority,  where  is  your  right  to  go  home, 
invade,  and  break  into  a  foreign  territory,  and 
there  establish  a  slaughter-house  for  the  brave 
sons  of  America ;  there  spill  your  blood,  and  ex- 
pend your  treasure,  destroy  cities,  and  demolish 
houses,  plunder  the  inhabitants,  and  waste  the 
substance  of  the  industrious  and  the  innocent  ? 
Sir.  there  is  no  right  but  a  Napoleon  right,  and 
that  right  is  power,  and  not  that  which  reason 
approves. 

^ir,  there  is  no  man  In  Ghristendom  who  is  so 
abandoned  to  moral  sentiment,  or  to  the  feeliAss 
of  humanity,  as  dare  say  that  he  delights  in  the 
si^ht  of  the  agonies' of  death;  why  then  will.you 
fall  on  the  unoffending,  and  put  them  to  the  sword, 
and  what  are  we  to  gain  by  it?  He  said  that  he 
saw  nothing  to  be  obtained,  but  a  negoriation  with 
the  British  Government,  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment. Sir,  no  man  will  say  that  this  war  is 
a  vindicative  war,  or  that  we  can  subdue  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain ;  why  then  pursue  it? 
The  advocates  of  this  bill  say  in  reply,  that  the 
war  is  commenced,  and  we  must  prosecute  it,  or 
spbmit : — Submit  to  what  ?  Sir,  to  my  mind  we 
shall  submit  to  nothing  by  abandoning  this  war, 
and  making  open  and  direct  overtures  for  an  hon- 
orable peace,  out  to  the  dictates  of  sound  policy, 
and  the  wish  of  our  constituents.  It  has  been  oo^ 
served,  that  we  cannot  give  up  ihis  war  consist- 
ently with  the  honor  of  the  nation.  Why,  sir, 
the  honor  which  we  may  acquire  in  future,  by 
prosecuting  this  war,  is  uncertain,  if  we  reason 
from  analogy,  and  from  the  facts  oefore  us,  that 
have  grown  out  of  the  last  six  months  war;  we 
have  nothing  to  hope  for  on  the  score  of  honor. 
And  if  we  continue  tbe  war  for  the  four  years  to 
come,  in  my  opinion  the  nation  will  be  as  desti- 
tute of  honor  as  of  money.  Sir,  the  honor  of 
Administration  consists  in  promoting  the  peace, 
the  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the  people.  We 
cannot  progress  in  this  war  against  the  public  sen- 
timent ;  we  must  have  the  people  with  us ;  if  ihey 
want  war  they  will  have  it,  and  they  must  put 
their  hands  in  their  pockets  and  pay  for  it ;  and 
it  is  equally  true,  that  if  they  are  opposed  to  this 
war  they  will  put  it  down. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  war  was  becoming  more 
and  more  unpopular  in  the  Eastern  States,  espe- 
cially in  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
represent;  and  they  had,  in  their  late  elections 
come  forth  and  declared  it  in  a  voice  and  Ian- 
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gaage  which  cannot  be  raisunderatood.     And 
whether  there  will  be  a  majority  in  the  next  Con- 

gress  in  favor  of  this  war  was  uncertain^— he 
oped  not. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  heard  gentlemen  sa^r,  that 
if  we  were  united,  we  could  prosecute  this  war 
with  effect,  and  take  the  Canadas;  so  he  could 
say,  that  were  we  united,  we  should  negotiate  an 
honorable  peace,  and  put  an  end  to  the  horrors 
and  perplexities  of  war ; — but  this  was  D(^t  the 
fact,  we  were  not  united ;  we  were  a  divided 
people.  Sir,  said  Mr.  B.  we  differ  in  senitment 
on  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  who  is  in 
fault?  If  I  differ  from  yoo,  it  is  becaose  you 
differ  from  me^  and  if  We  are  equally  honesi',  I 
shall  consider  it  your  misfortune,  and  .not  your 
fault. 

Mr.  B.  said,  he  could  not  unite  with  the  friends 
of  this  bill  in  prosecuting  ihe  war,  without  viola- 
ting his  own,  understanding  and  sense  of  duty. 
The  Grovernment  had  already  suffered  greatly 
from  discord  and  difference  of  opinion;  the  body 
politic  had  been  groaning  under  the  weight  of 
disease,  and  for  several  years  past  had  been  in  a 
high  state  of  fermentation,  and  for  the  last  twelve 
months  had  a  nausea;  but  he  said,  if  the  dose  of 
taxes  which  were  prepared  last  session,  had  been 
promptly  administered,  fn  his  opinion,  the  nation 
would  have  disfforged  the  morbid  matter,  and  by 
this  time  have  been  restored  to  a  confirmed  state 
of  political  health. 

Mr.  B.  closed  by  saying,  that  the  hoped  the 
people  of  ihe  United  Stales  would  learn  wisdom 
by  the  evils  which  they  had  been  made  to  suffer^ 
and  that  this  House  would  not  aggravate  their 
distress,  nor  increase  their  alarm,  by  the  passing 
of  this  bill. 

Mr.  RiDGELT  said,  he  claimed  the  patience  of 
the  House  while  he  assigned  the  reasons  that 
would  influence  him  to  vole  against  the  bill  naw 
under  consideration.  He  considered  the  force 
contemplated  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  as  unneces- 
sary. The  present  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States  consisted  of  various  descriptions  of 
troops;  they  were  the  regular  army,  the  rangers, 
the  volunteers,  and  the  militia.  The  regular  army 
was  made  up  of  the  Peace  Establishment,  author^ 
ized  by  the  acts  of  the  I6fh  of  March.  1803,  and 
the  12th  of  April,  1808,  containing  about  10,000 
men,  includinj^  officers,  and  of  the  *^  additional 
military  force,''  which  was  directed  to  be  raiKed 
by  the  act  of  the  lltb  January,  1818  i  these  dif- 
ferent establishments  were  incorporated  by  an  act 
passed  on  the  26th  of  June  last ;  and  the  present 
regular  arm^  of  the  United  States,  as  authorised 
by  law,  consisted  of  tweo(y*five  regimeoits  of  in- 
&ntry,  three  regiments  of  artillery,  two  of  tight 
dragoons,  one  of  riflemen,  and  one  of  light  artil- 
lery, containing  in  all  about  thirty-six  thousand 
men,  inclu'ling  company  officers  and  privates;  of 
these  the  President  miirht  have  not  exceeding  fif- 
teen thousand  enlisted  for  eighteen  months,  and 
.the  residue  enlisted  for  five  yea rs^  ualess  sooner 
discharged.  Of  the  rangers,  there  were  seven 
companies  by  the  acts  of  27th  January,  and  1st 
July,  1812,  and  about  four  or  five  hundred  men. 


By  the  act  of  the  6th  February  last,  the  President 
was  authorized  to  accept  of  any  company  or  com- 
panies of  volunteers,  either  of  artillery,  cavalry, 
or  infantry,  who  might  oflBer  their  services  to  the 
number  of  filty  thousand  men ;  their  connmis- 
sioned  officers  were  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  law  in  the  several  Stales  and  Ter- 
ritoriesy  to  which  they  might  respectively  belong, 
and  they  could  only,  according  to  the  fair  con- 
struction of  this  act,  be  considered  as  militia,  lia- 
ble to  be  called  on  to  do  military  duty  at  any 
time  within  two  years  after  they  were  accepted 
by  the  President,  and  bound  to  continue  in  ser- 
vice one  year  after  arriving  at  the  place  of  ren- 
dccEvous.    By  the  lair  of  the  sixth  of  July  last, 
the  President  was  empowered  to  appoint  and  com^ 
mission  the  officers  of  the  volunteers  who  had  oc 
should  offer  their  services,  and  to  form  tliem  into 
battalions,  squadronSf  dbo.)  and. they  were  thus 
converted  from  militia  into  a  species  of  regular 
force.    By  the  act  of  the  10th  of  April  last,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  call  on  the  several 
States  and  Terriiories  for  their  respective  pro- 
portions of  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand militia ;  and  the  call  has  been  made,  I  be- 
lievoi  on  every  State  and  Territory.  The  present 
military  force,  then,  of  the  United  States,  as  au- 
thorized by  existing  laws^  consists  of  upward  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  men.  all  of 
whom,  when  in  service,  are  suoject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war.    Of  these,  the  militia  can 
only  be  used  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  for 
defensive  purposes ;  the  regulars  and  the  volun- 
teers may  be  ordered  to  act  offensively  against 
the  enemy.    They  may  amount,  as  we  have  seen, 
to  eighty  six  thousand  men  4  and  if  Canada  be  as 
weak  and  badly  defended  as  gentlemen  seem  10 
suppose, and  the  Administration  should  persist  in 
their  determination  to  conquer  it,  they  should,  I 
think,  be  satisfied  with  such  a  force  to  obtaiu  an 
object  soeasily  attainable.    But^  sir,  said  Mr.  R., 
our  present  Military  Establishment  is  ceruinly 
sufficient  for  all  purposes  of  defence ;  and  I  wish 
to  see  no  land  forces  raised  for  any  other  purpose. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  I  should  la- 
ment to  see  Canada  or  any  of  the  British  provia-  . 
ces  on  this  Continent  in  our  poseeasiun,  or  form- 
ing a  part  of  the  American  Republic.    They  will 
never  be  worth,  to  thia  naiioUi  in  any  point  of 
view,  the  blood  and  treasure  that  their  acq uisitioa 
will  cost  us*    (t  has  been  said  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  ou  Military  Affairs, 
that  there  are  now  in  Canada  twelve  thousand 
regular  troops,  and  that  the  militia  amount  to  six 
thousand.    To  anything  that  gentleman  should 
say,  as  matter  of  fact  within  his  own  knowledge, 
1  should  give  the  roost  implicit  credit.    But  his 
estimate  of  the^  militia  of  Canada  must  be  too 
low.    His  sources  of  information  on  this  point 
roust  have  been  incorrecL    The  population  of 
Canada  (and  when  I  speak  of  Canada,  I  mean 
both  Upper  and  Lower  Canada)  has  been  vari- 
ously stated,  from  three  to  Qve  hundred  thousand 
souls ;  according  to  no  account,  I  believe,  can  it 
be  less  than  three  hundred  thousand ;  and,  I  pre* 
sumei  00  gentleoian  on  this  floor  will  say  that  es- 
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timate  is  too  hii^h.  Take,  then,  the  popoIatioD  of 
Canada  to  be  300,000  sodYs  ;  what  number  of  mi- 
litia should  this  bopulatiou  furnish?  We  will 
take  the  State  of  New  Jersey  as  a  guide  for  oar 
calculation  ;  according  to  the  census  of  1810,  the 
popuhition  of  that  State  is  245,255,  and  its  milir 
tia,  by  the  return  for  the  same  year,  43740,  and 
the  miliiia  bears  about  the  same  proportion  to  the 
population  in  the  States,  generally,  as  it  does  in 
this  State.  If,  then,  the  militia  of  Jersey,  with 
its  popuIation,^amounts  to  near  thirty-four  thou* 
sand,  we  may^I  think,  without  danger  of  contra- 
diction, estimate  the  militia  of  Canada  (with  a 
larger  population)  at  between  thirty  and  forty 
thousand  ;  to  these  add  the  rwelre  thousand  reg- 
ular troops, and,  in  all  probability,  before  we  can 
act  offensively  against  them  in  the  Spring,  (he 
Dumber  of  these  troops  will  be  greatly  increased, 
and  tbey  may  have  ao  efficient  force  of  about 
fifty  thousand  men  to  oppose  an  invading  army. 
It  ought  to  be  recollected  also,  that  a  generous 
people,  contending  in  their  own  defence,  are  ac- 
tuated by  far  different  and  more  worthy  motives 
than  an  army  of  soldiers  can  be  who  attempt 
their  subjugation.  The  Canadians  will  contend 
for  their  homes,  their  wives,  their  children ;'for 
everything  that  can  or  that  ought  to  be  dear  to 
the  human  heart.  They  will  be  excited  in  such 
a  cause  to  the  boldest  deeds.  Instead  of  traitors, 
we  stiall  find  them  true  to  their  country  and  them- 
selves, and  able  and  ready  to  exert  all  their  ener- 
gies i  n  their  own  defence.  If  we  cooqer  them,  it 
must  he  by  great  exertions, and  with  immense  loss. 
To  subdue  a  people  acting  under  the  impulse  of 
such  -considerations  as  will  operate  on  them,  wilj 
require  a  force  at  least  double  to  that  which  they 
can  oppose  to  us.  But  can  any  man  imagine  that, 
if  we  invade  the  British  colonies,  the  war  .will  be 
there?  Wilt  the  pride  of  Britain,  powerful  as 
she  is  at  sea,  and'  ready  at  any  moment  to  meet 
every  emerg^ency, permit  her  tamely  to  look  on  and 
see  her  provinces  wrested  fVom  her,  without  exert- 
ing herself  with  all  her  energies  for  their  securi- 
ty ?  Will  she  make  no  diversions  in  their  faror  ? 
Will  she  suffer  as  to  carry  the  >var  into  her  terri- 
tories, and  not  retort  upon  as?  Does  an  unpro- 
tected seacoast  of  two  thousand  miles  afford  her 
oo  opportunities  of  attacking  us?  Do  our  rich 
and  flourishing  eides,  exposed  without  de- 
fence on  the  seaboard,  to  the  cannon  of  her  ships 
of  war,  -furnish  her  with  no  objects  worthy  her 
attention  ?  Will  the  cit^  of  New  York,  laid  in 
ashes,  atone  for  the  invasion  of  Canada ;  or,  wilt 
the  acquisition  of  Canada  compensate  to  as  for 
the  loss  of  New  York  ?  Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  ten 
Canadas,  ten  times  told,  wonld  not  be  worth  to 
this  nation. that  single  city. 

But  of  what  value  would  these  provinces  be  to 
as,  if  they  could  be  easily  acquired  ?  Shall  we, 
by  their  conquest,  obtain  the  objects  for  which 
this  war  i^  waged  ?  Shall  we  thereby  secure  our 
commercial  rishts?  Not  at  all,  silr.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  British  Government  would'^offer 
them  to  us,  it  would  be  our  true  policy  to  refuse 
to  accept  them.  It  is  known  to  everybody  that 
the  popolatioD  of  several  of  the  Bastera  States 


is  now  full,  and  thatgreat  numbers  of  their  citizens 
are  constantly  emigrating.  The  direction  this  em- 
igration takes,  it  is  also  well  known,  is  South  and 
West.  This  surplus  of  population  of  the  Bastera 
States  settles  on  ;be  bancs  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi, and  carries  with  it  its  Bastern  habits,  and,  if 
you  please,  its  Eastern  prejudices.  They  become 
connected  and  united  with  the  people  of  the  South 
and  West.  This  union  and  intercourse  will  tend 
to  render  as  the  brothers  of  one  family  the  citi- 
zens of  this  extended  Empire.  The  prejudices 
of  the  South  against  the  North,  and  the  North 
against  the  Sooth,  are  weakened  daily  and  will 
be  destroyed.  The  course  this  emigration  takes 
is  just  as  it  should  be.  The  currents  flow  from 
the  extremities  into  the  centre  of  the  eoontry. 
The  operation  is  most  beneficial  to  the  nation^ 
and  tends  constantly  to  strenp^hen  and  cement 
the  union  of  the  States. .  But  if  the  British  prov- 
inces should  he  conqaered  And  become  incorpo- 
rated into  the  Republic,  the  direction  of  the  emi- 
gration from  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States 
will  be  at  once  changed.  It  will  take  a  North  in- 
stead of  a  South  course.  It  will  go  just  where 
it  ought  not  to  go.  The  strength  of  the  nation^ 
already  too  much  scattered,  will  be  still  more 
weakened  by  a  farther  expansion  of  its  territory 
aod>  popiriation.  The  Northern  and  Bastera 
States,  at  present  possessing  more  than  their 
proper  proportion  of  wealth,  population,  and 
strength,  and  having  different  habits,  pursuits,  and 
Interests,  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  States, 
will,  by  the  addition  of  these  provinces,  and ^ the 
settlement  of  their  surplus  of  population  in  th^m, 
acquire  a  weight  and  influence  that  this  Union 
cannot  control.  It  will  exist  only  at  their  pleas- 
ure, and,  in  a  few  years,  the  destruction  of  this 
Government  and  a  separation  of  the  States  will 
be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  we  must  make  Qieat 
Britain,  or  rather  her  Ministry,  feel  throuf^h  her 
people ;  and  it  is  supposed  we  shall  obtain  the 
objects  for  which  the  war  was  declared  by  con- 
quering her  colonies.  It  is  true  that  Qovernroent 
may  be  made  to  feel  throtigh  her  people,  but  it  is 
h^r  people  at  home,  and  not  those  of  her  distaac 

Rrovinces,  that  can  influence  the  measures  of  her 
linistry.  If  we  could  earry  the  war  into  the 
island  of  Great  Britain  itself,  we  might,  perhaps, 
in  that  way,  operate  on  her  councils.  It  is. her 
merchants,  ana  the  people  of  the  mother  country, 
who  form  the  streoj^h  of  the  nation,  that  have 
weight  in  the  decisions  of  her  Cabinet.  But  of 
what  value  to  her  are  the  provinces  on  this  Con- 
tinent ?  Thev  add  not  to  her  stren|r^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^ 
sources.  If  she  did  not  possess  them,  would  she 
be  less  rich,  less  great,  less  powerful  ?  Would 
she  have  fewer  means  of  annoying  our  rights?  I 
have  heard  it  said  they  furoish  harbors  for  her 
fleets ;  but,  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  mistress  of 
the  ocean  cannot  find  harbors  for  her  fleers  ?  Will 
she  not  be  able  to  find,  among  all  the  Americaa 
islands,  shelter  and  protection  for  such  ships  as 
she  may  choose  to  send  into  the  American  seas, 
although  she  possessed  not  one  harbor  on  this 
Cootioent  ?    In  fact,  the  loss  of  the  British  prov« 
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inces  to  our  enemy,  will  oot  lessen  her  resources, 
weaken  her  power,  or  diminish  her  greatness. 
Their  conquest,  besides  the  blood  and  treasure  it 
will  cost,  will,  to  us,  be  worse  than  useless.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  I  do  not  think  it  right  or 
expedient  that  a  force  sufficient  for  the  conquest 
of  these  colonies  should  be  raised  and  kept  up 
until  that  object  is  accomplished  ;  nor  do  I  think 
the  people  of  the  country  would  be  willing  to 
bear  the  burden  of  the  expense  of  such  an  estab- 
lishment, in  addition  to  the  jexpenses  we  must  be 
at  in  defensive  measures. 

While  Great  Britain  owns  these  provinces,  al- 
though they  are  not  worth  much  to  her,  her  pride 
will  not  permit  her  easily  to  surrender  them ;  it 
will  make  her  anxious  to  preserve  them  s  and 
]inowin£[>  asshe  must,  that  the  United  States  have 
the  physical  power  to  take  them,  their  contiguity 
to  us  will  operate  in  our  favor,  and  be  a  means  of 
f  becking,  in  a  degree,  the  outrages  of  the  mother 
country  toward  this  nation. 

If,  however,  Canada  and  the  British  provinces 
must  be  conqiiered,  and  more  men  be  necessary, 
4be  Army  contemplated  by  this  bill  will  be  of 
little  or  no  service  in  accomplishing  that  object. 
It  proposes  to  raise  twenty  thousand  men,  to  be 
enlisted  for  one  year.  The  term  is  too  short.  If 
the  whole  number  could  be  obtained,  it  would 
take  some  time  to  get  them.  The  term  of  enlist- 
ment of  one^half  will,  in  all  probability,  expire 
before  the  other  can  be  recruited.  To  make  a 
soldier,  too,  requires  time.  He  is  not  formed  in  a 
day.  To  render  the  raw  recruit  of  service,  will 
cost  much  of  discipline  and  of  .training.  By  the 
lime  the  soldier  who  is  enlisted  under  this  bill,  if 
it  should  pass  into  a  law,  begins  to  know  sonie- 
thing  of  his  dutv,  his  term  of  enlistment  will 
have  expired,  and^  if  he  should  re-enlist,  he  must 
be  paid  an  additional  bounty.  The  force  con* 
tern  plated  can  never  be  an  efficient  one  for  the 
purposes  of  war.  It  will  only  be  a  source  of  use* 
less  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  This  rea« 
son  alone^  if  there  were  no  others,  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  induce  me  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  said  that  the  force  to  be 
raised  by  this  bill  is  intended  to  take  the  place  of 
the  Volunteers  in  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment ;  and  that  as  the  last  section  of  this  bill  re- 
peals the  laws  authorizing  the  acceptance  of  the 
volunteers  these  raiments  sheruld  be  furnishfd  in 
their  stead.  But,  it  will  be  recollected  that  the' 
volunteer  acts  have  been  in  operation  for  some 
time.  They  have,  as  far  as  ever  will  be  the  case, 
effected  the  object  for  which  they  were  enacted. 
All  have  volunteered  that  mean  to  do  so,  and  all 
the  force  that  ever  can  be  raised  under  them,  has, 
perhaps,  been  raised.  This  bill,  it  is  true,  repeab 
the  volunteer  act ;  but,  although  this  be  the  case, 
it  still  contemplates  retaining  in  service  all  those 
who  have  volunteered.  What  the  number  of 
these  may  be,  I  do  not  know.  We  have  been 
told  by  a  gentleman  on  this  floor,  (Mr.  Fiax,) 
that,  in  the  District  of  Maine  alone,  there  is  a 
corps  of  ten' thousand  men  now  organized.  This, 
and  all  other  corps  who  have  volunteered,  will  be 
retained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  if 


this  bill  should  pass,  under  the  proviso  in  the  last 
section,  which  is  in  these  words  : 

**  Proifidedf  That  nothing  herein  cotntatned  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  deprive  the  officers  and  mmi  who 
may  have  entered  the  service  as  volunteers,  under  th» 
said  acts,  of  any  rights,  immunities,  or  privileges  there* 
in  secured,  or  the  United  States  of  tfaie  service  of  sach 
volunteers,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  said 
acts." 

In  discussiog  the  proprietor  of  passing  this  bill, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  the  ways  and  means.  By  looking  over 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
year  1813,  lately  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  this  House,  it  will  be  seen  that, 
for  the  present  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  not  including  the  militia  or  the 
volunteers,  there  will  be  required  the  sum  of  up- 
ward of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars  for  the  pres* 
eot  year.  This  calculation  is  made  in  the  closet, 
and  upon  the  supposition  that  thinsswill  happen 
according  to  the  estimate.  But,  when  it  is  recol- 
lected that  the  expenses  of  military  establish- 
ments and  military  movements  are  almost  al- 
ways far  greater  than  the  best  calculator  had 
foreseen,  and  that  there  are  daily  objects  of  ex- 
penditure arising  that  have  not  been  contemplated, 
we  may  fairly  add  a  third,  at  any  rate  a  fourth, 
to  this  estimate.  This  will  make  the  expenditure 
for  the  year  .1813  about  eighteen  millions  of  dol- 
lar;3  for  the  present  military  land  force  of  the 
United  States  alone,  not  including  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  or  the  volunteers.  The  pay,  sub- 
sistence, and  forage  of  the  twenty  regiments,  con- 
templated by  this  bill,  will  be,  in  proportion  to 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  one  year,  $2,596,000.  If  we  add  the  bounty, 
,which  will  be  $320,000,  the  expense  of  the  twen- 
ty regiments  may  be  $2,9 16,000,  all  owing  nothing 
for  waste  and  losses;  and  the  expenses  for  the 
year  1812,  on  account  of  the  land  forces  alone, 
not  including  militia  or  volunteers,  upwards  ot 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  It  may  therefore  cer- 
tainly not  be  improper,  before  we  vote  in  favor 
of  raising  more  troops,  to  ask  that  some  plan  for 
getting  money  to  maintain  and  pay  them,  should 
be  laid  before  us ;  that  we  should  see  the  ways 
and  means  provided  to  meet  our  expenses }  for  I 
do  not  consider  that  the  Republic  is  yet  in  such 
danger  as  that  the  whole  energies  or  the  nation 
must  be  called  into  action,  at  all  hazards,  to  save 
the  country.  At  present,  no  money  is  provided  ; 
no  proposition  is  laid  before  us  for  providing  it. 
It  is  not  known  to  any  man,  so  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge extends,  how  tne  expenses  of  the  present 
year  are  to  be  provided  for  and  met.  If  taxes 
should  be  laid,  they  cannot  be  collected  in  time 
to  meet  the  demands  that  will  be  made  upon  the 
public  Treasury,  and  if  we  should  resort  to  loans,. 
It  is  not  certain  that  by  them  the  necessary  sup- 
plies can  be  obtained^ 

But,  as  we  are  unfortunately  in  this  war,  it  is 
not  my  wish  that  we  should  get  out  of  it  by  mak- 
ing a  dishonorable  peace.  A  dishonorable  peace 
would  disgrace  the  nation  as  well  as  the  Admin- 
istration.   If  an  honorable  peace  cannot  be  ob- 
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tained,  and  we  mutt  prosecute  the  war,  I  for  one 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  should  be  pros- 
ecuted on  the  ocean  ;  I  would  abandon  all  ideas 
of  conquest,  or  taking  the  proyinces  of  the  ene- 
my.   Let  the  United  States  be  pot  in  a  complete 
4tate  of  defence ;  let  them  be  protected  at  every 
point ;  let  them  be  prepared  te  crush  at  onee  any 
invasion  that  may  be  made  of  their  territory. 
-Our  attention  should  then  be  turned  to  creating  a 
naval  power  that  should  be  able  to  command  the 
Araencan  seas ;  a  force  of  this  magnitude,  it  is 
perfectly  in  the  power  of  this  country  to  raise. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
{Mr,   Cbeves,)  who,  during  the  last  session  or 
Confess,  was  chairman  of  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee, in  a  most  able  and  eloquent  argument,  which 
all  must  remember,  proved  that  the  cost  of  build- 
ing twenty-five  seventy-fours,  and  forty  frigates, 
averaging  thirty-etght  guns,  and  supporting  them 
for  a  year,  would  be  upward  of  five  millions  and 
a  halt  of  dollars  less  than  the  expense  of  the  mil- 
itary preparations  that  were  authorized  on  the 
17th  (lay  of  January  last  for  the  year  1813.    He 
also,  I  think,  demonstrated  that  a  navy  o(  half 
this  force  would  be  sufficient  to  command  the 
American  seas^and  to  protect  the  commerce  at^d 
maritime  frontier  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  procuring  seamen. 
On  land,  every  man  we  recruit  is  raw  and  igno- 
rant of  Ills  duty.  On  board  our  ships  of  war  every 
seaman,  the  moment  be  puts  his  foot  on  decki 
knows  exactly  what  he  has  to  do,  and  will  faith- 
fully and  fully  perform  his  duties.    He  requires 
no  training,  no  drilling.    The  habits  of  his  life 
have  qualified  him  to  do  the  services  that  his 
country  requires  of  him.    If  Great  Britain  were 
to  discover  in  this  nation  a  determination  to  cre- 
ate and  foster  a  navy,  it  would  have  more  effect 
on  her  than  all  the  operations  we  can  carry  on 
against  her  prdvinces.    She  would  not  dread  half 
80  much  the  conquest  of  them  all,  as  she  would 
the  naval  greatness  of  this  people,^  gradually  ex- 
panding itself  under  a  Government  constantly 
encouraging^,  supporting,  and  protecting  it.    We 
fight,  it  18  said,  for  commercial  rig^hts ;  let  us,  then, 
fight  where  we  can,  and  where  we  only  c&n,  and 
ou^ht  to  defend  them.    This  will  CTeatly  tend  to 
unite  all  parties.    It  nrust  and  wii^  if  any  efforts 
of  ours  can  effect  that  object,  command  from  the 
enemy  an  honorable  peace — the  wish  Und  desire, 
I  trust,  of  all. 

Mr.  Pitkin  rose  and  sard : — Before,  Mr;  Spea- 
ker, we  give  our  aHinction  to  this  bill ;  before  we 
agree  to  add  so  large  a  force  to  our  present  army, 
making  the  whole  number  fifty-five  thousand 
men,  is  it  not  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  to 
our  constituents,  seriously  to  inquire  into  the 
policy,  into  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  as  well 
as  inio  ihe  present  state  of  our  relations  with  that 
nation  against  which  We  have  declared  war? 
Almost  at  the  very"  instant  when  Congress  de- 
clared war  against  Great  Britain,  the  Orders  in 
•Council,  and  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  the  most 

Eromiuent  causes  of  the  war,  were  removed.    I 
ave  always,  sir,  considered  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
«il  as  tha  greatest  obstacle  to  the  restoriiioa  of 


haritoony  and  free  Intercourse  between  the  two 
countries.  Had  this  obstacle  been  removed  be* 
fore  the  declaration  of  war,  no  one  can  believe 
that  the  Etxecutive  would  have  recommended,  or 
that  a  majority  in  either  House  of  Congress 
would  have  adopted  a  measure  always  fraught 
with  evils  in  all  governments,  and  which,  in  a 
Government  like  ours,  ought  never  to  be  resorted 
to  but  in  the  last  extremity.  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  President,  in  that  case,  would  have  re* 
commended  it,  when,  on  the  26th  of  July,  181 1^ 
throueh  the  Secretary  of  State,  he  informed  the 
British  Minister  that,  on  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  the  non*importation  law  would 
be  removed,  and,  of  consequence,  commercial  in^^ 
tercourse  would  be  restored  between  the  two  na*- 
tions.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  the  Presi- 
dent should,  in  one  moment,  restore  a  free  inter* 
course  between  the  two  countries,  and,  in  the 
next,  recommend  to  Congress  a  declaration  of 
war,  solely  on  account  of  another  topic  remain* 
ing  in  dispute.  And,  in  case  such  recommenda* 
tion  had  oeen  made,  if  any  confidence  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  declared  opinions  of  gentlemen, 
many  who  voted  for  the  war  would  not,  under 
such  circumstances,  have  given  it  their  support. 
Unfortunately  for  the  country,  the  President  did 
not  Embrace  the  opportunity,  presented  by  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  to  remove  ^he 
non-importation  law,  and  tberebj  smooth  the 
way  for  a  complete  restoration  or  harmony  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  Sir, 
this  would  have  been  done^  and  thf  remaining 
subject  of  dispute  been  left  m  the  same  sitaatioo 
as  before  the  declaration  of  war,  to  be  adjusted 
by  amicable  arrangements.  But,  sir,  as  this  was 
not  done,  it  remains  for  tis,  it  remains  for  tha 
people  of  the  United  States,  to  determine  whe- 
ther they  will  encounter  all  the  evils,  all  the 
calamities  of  war ;  whether  thejr  will  sacrifice 
the  fairest  prospects,  and  the  best  interests  of  this 
rising  country,  on  the  point  now  in  dispute  with 
Great  Britain. 

In  the  few  remarks  I  shall  submit  to  you,  sir 
and  to  the  House,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  go  in* 
to  tb^  consideration  of  all  the  original  avowed 
causes  of  the  war;  bat  to  confine  myself  to  the 
new  aspect  c/i  aflkirs,  presented  to  us  since  the 
declaration  of  war  by  the  removal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  and  blockades. 

On  the  subject  of  impressments,  for  which 
alone  the  war  i*  i^ov  to  b«  continued,  what,  let 
me  ask,  is  the  principle  for  which  pur  Govern- 
ment contends?  It  is  this,  sir:  that  the  flag  of 
the  merchant  vessel  shall  cover  all  who  sail  un* 
der  it ;  or.  in  other  words,  that  our  flag  shall  pro* 
tect  all  tne  foreigners  our  merchants  may  think 
proper  to  employ  in  their  service,  whether  natu* 
ralized  or  not.  Before  we  raise  immense  armies, 
before  we  sacrifice  any  more  of  the  lives  of  Amer*> 
ican  citizens,  let  us  inquire—^ 

1st.  Whether  the  pnaciple,  if  ]|[ielded  to  us  to* 
morrow,  would  benefit  our  native  seamen,  or 
would  promote  the  real  permanent  interests  of 
their  country. 

2.  Whether  there  is  a  probability  of  obtainiAg^ 


628 


BISTORT  OF  00KOBB8gk 


624 


H.  or  R. 


Additional  MtUtary  Porot, 


jANOAaT,  1813* 


a  rccognirion  of  thia  prineipk  b^  a  eootiaiiaaee 
of  the  war. 

The  foreigners  employed  in  our  service  are 
those  who  have  not  bieen  naturaiised|  and  those 
who  have  taken  the  benefit  of  our  naturalization 
kws.  The  former  constitute  nearJv  the  whole: 
the  latter  class  is  very  inconsiderable.  The  for- 
eigners of  the  first  description,  of  coarse,  were  in 
competition  with  our  native  seamen^  and  either 
exclude  them  from  emplojrmentf  or  lessen  the 
rate  of  their  wag^es.  In  this  way,  then,  the  em- 
ployment of  foreign  seamen  is  an  injury  to  our 
native  seamen  ;  and,  in  a  national  pomt  of  view, 
it  may  well  be  questioned,  whether  their  employ* 
ment  subserves  the.  permanent  and  solid  interest 
of  the  country. 

Is  it  not,  sir,  of  the  first  importance  to  us,  as  a 
commercial  and  maritime  nation,  especially  wbeo 
it  may  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  a  great  nayal 
Power,  to  be  able  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of 
native  seamen  employed  in  our  service?  Sea- 
men, who  shall  be  attached  by  every  tie  to  this 
country,  and  on  whom  we  can  depead  for  its  de- 
fence in  time  of  danger? 

This,  sir,  it  is  presumed,  cannot  be  denied.  If 
so,  is  it  not  the  dictate  of  wisdom  and  of  sound 
policy  for  us  to  give  encouragement  to  our  na- 
tive seamen  in  preference  to  those  of  any  foreigA 
country? 

The  situation  in  which  we  bow  arc  proves  the 
correctness,  as  well  as  the  importance,  of  the  po- 
aition.  We  are  now  at  war  with  Great  Britain. 
And,  at  the  very  time  when' this  war  was  de- 
clared,  thousands  of  British  seamen  who  had  not 
been  naturalized  in  this  country,  were,  and  they 
atiU  continue  in  our  employment.  These  sea- 
men (I  am  speaking,  sir^  of  those  not  naturalized) 
ave  now  claimed  as  British  subjects,  and  indeed, 
by  our  own  laws,  are  now  considered  as  alien 
enemies.  Will  gentlenaen  aulSer  me  to  turn  their 
attention  to  thifc  lait  fact.     . 

By  a  law  passed  the  6th  of  Julv,  1798,  it  is 
enacted,  that  "whenever  there  shall  be  a  declared 
'  war  between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign 

*  nation  or  Government,  dbc,  all  natives,  citizena. 
'  denizens,  or  subjects,  of  the  hostile  nation  or 
'  Government,  beinff  males  of  the  age  of  fourteen 

*  years  and  upwards,  who  shall  be  within  the 
'  United  States,  a;nd  tu4  actuaU^  naiurdlizedy 
<  shall  be  liable  to  be  apprehended,  restrained,  se- 
'  cured,  and  removed,  as  alien  cncmt«s."  Ought 
we,  bir,  to  depend  upon  these  men  to  man  our 
fleets,  or  to  defend  our  ports  and  harbors?  So 
fkr  as  foreigners  of  this  description  are  concerned, 
I. do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  it  is  not  for  the  inte- 
rest of  this  country  that  our  flag  should  protect 
them,  and  that  I  will  never  consent  to  continue 
this  war  for  the  maintenance  of  this  principle  on 
their  account.  It  is, well  known,  sir,  that  not 
only  Great  Britain,  but  that  France,  and  all  the 
nations  of  Europe,  claim  a  right  to  the  services 
of  all  their  subjects  in  tioo^e  of  war.  In  the  ezer* 
else  of  this  right,  the  history  of  Europe  shows 
that,  at  the  commencement  of  almost  all  wars, 
proclamations  have  been  issued  by  the  beilige- 
TCDt  Powecs,  vecalUdg  their  subjects  to  aid  in  the 


defence  of  their  respective  countries.  During 
the  present  war  in  Europe,  this  has  been  done  by 
Great  Britain,  by  France,  and  the  other  bellige- 
rent Powers.  With  respect  to  this  claim  of  aUe- 
fiance,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  the 
iscussion,  whether,  in  the  abstract,  it  is  well  or 
ill  founded.  This  would  lead  me  too  far,  and 
would  tend  to  no  practical  good.  I  will,  how- 
ever, observe,  that  it  is  a  right,  a  claim,  which 
has  been  long  exercised  in  Europe,  and  has  been 
sanctioned  and  acknowledged  by  the  most  able 
and  distinguished  European  writers  on  public 
law. 

In  this  country  we  have  hitherto  considered 
the  subject,  rather  as  a  matter  of  mecukUiany 
than  of  proc/tce.  and  a  diversity  or  sentiment 
has  prevailed.  But  the  new  state  of  things,  in 
which  the  war  has  ()laced  us,  must  necessarily 
lead  us  to  consider  it  in  a  practical  point  of  view. 
Many  Americans  are  now  within  the  dominions 
of  Great  Britain,  having  removed  there  either 
before  or  since  the  war,  and  have  not  been  natu- 
ralised. It  is  of  importance  to  them,  as  well  as 
to  ourselves,  to  know  in  what  point  of  light  they 
are  now  to  be  considered,  and  how  they  are  to  be 
treated  by  us.  Whether  they  are  still  to  be  con- 
sidered as  American  citizens,  and  owing  alle- 
giance to^  the  United  States,  or  as  having  lost 
that  allegiance. 

Thjs  subject,  sir,  has  been  lately  brooffht  in 
official  form  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  his  decision,  in  the  case  of  Elijah 
Clark,  who,  in  August  last,  on  our  northern  fron- 
tier, was,  by  a  court  martial,  condemned  to  sufier 
death  as  spy.  The  execution  of  the  sentence 
was  suspended  by  General  Hall,  the  command- 
iog  officer,  until  the  decision  of  the  Executive 
could  be  ohiained. 

The  case,  as  stated  by  the  court  martial,  was, 
that  Elijah  Clark  did  cross  from  Canada  into  the 
United  States,  and  did  linger  about  our  camp  as 
a  spy,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  report  of  the 
state  and  cooaition  of  it  to  our  enemies ;  they 
also  state  and  And,  that  Clark  was  born  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey;  that  he  continued  to  re- 
side in  the  United  States,  as  a  citizen  thereof,, 
until  about  eighteen  months  prior  to  August,. 
1811,  when  he  removed  to  Canada,  and  there 
married ;  that  his  wife  and  property  were  in  Can- 
ada, within  the  dominion  and  allegiance  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain.  The  article  of  war  under 
which  he  was  condemned,  says:  "  That  in  time 
'  of  war,  all  persons  not  being  citizens  of,  or  owing- 
'  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  who  shall  be 
*  found  lurking  as  spies  in  or  about  the  fortifica- 
'  tions  and  encampments  of  the  United  States^ 
'  d&c,  shall  sufler  death,"  dbc. 

The  sole  question  for  the  determination  of  the 
President  was,  whether  Clark,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, was  a  citizen  of,  or  owed  allegiaace 
to  the  United  State/t. 

The  President  decided,  that  notwithstanding 
his  removal  to  Canada,  about  eighteen  montha 
before  the  war;  notwithstanding  his  marriage 
and  residence  there,  and  being  employed  by  tSe 
British  Qovernment|  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  Uni. 
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ted  Slates,  and  was  sot  liable  to  be  tried  av  a  spy. 
His  decision  is  contained  in  an  answer  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  General  Hall,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

*'  I  have  now  the  honor  to  hiform  yon,  that  the  said 
Clark,  being  oonndered  a  ckizen  of  ike  Untied  Statet^ 
and  not  liable  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial  as  a  spy, 
the  President  is  fileesed  to  admits  that  unless  he  should 
be  arraigned  by  the  citiI  conrt,  fbr  treason,  or  a  minor 
crime  under  a  law  <tf  the  Slate  of  New  York,  he  most 
be  disdiarged." 

If,  sir,  ttod^r  these  circumstances^  we  ourselves 
claim  that  our  native  citizens  do  not  lose  their 
allegiance  to  this  country,  how  can  we  resist  a 
claim  set  tip  by  a  foreign  Gk}v«rament  with  re- 
spect to  their  subjecis  or  citizens,  when  under 
similar  oircamstanOes  ? 

With  respect  to  foreigners,  who  have  been  nat- 
uralized under  onr  laws,  the  qoestion  is  of  a  more 
distinct  nature,  and  presents  greater  difficulties. 
We  ought,  undoubtedly,  to  fulfiU  all  our  obliga* 
tions  towards  them.    What  these  obli^tions  are, 
aod  how  far  ihey  extend,  ^are  questions  about 
which  a  diTersity  of  sentiment  may  preTail.--*- 
Wbile  they  remain  within  our  territories,  and 
within  our  exclusive  jurisdiction,  they  ate  shielded 
by  the  general  principle,  that  all  within  o<ir  do- 
minion and  exclusive  jurisdiction^  are,  of  course, 
protected  against  all  claims  whatever,  and  never 
to  be  moleMd  in  any  way  without  our  consent. 
But,  sir,  when  they  go  without  our  territories,  and 
beyond  oar  exclusive  jurisdietioa,  aod  come  with- 
in the  sphere  of  the  claim  of  their  former  Gov- 
ern mept,  the  opinion  of  the  best  writers  on*  pub- 
lic law  seems  to  be,  that  the  obligation  of  the 
country,  under  whose  Jaws  they  have  been  natu- 
ralized, does  not  extend  to  guaranty  them  against 
such  claims,  unless  their  aMegiaoce  was  changed 
with  the  consent  of  their  former  Gkirernment. 
But,  sir,  whatever  specuIativesOpinioOs  may  be 
entertained  on  this  subject,  the  number  of  natu- 
ralized seamen  is  so  small,  that  few,  if  any,  can 
be  of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  have  declared 
war,  or  that  we  ought  to  continue  it  on  their  ac- 
count alone.    The  whole  number  of  seamen  nat« 
uralized  from  1796  to  1610,  as  appears  by  the  re- 
turns made  to  the  Department  ot  Stale,  is  1,332. 
This  includes  those  of  all  nations^    What,  pro- 
portion of  these  were  British,  or  how  many  of 
them  are  bow  in  oar  service,  it  is  impossible  to 
determine*.    1  presume,  hawever,  the  number  of 
naturalized  British  seamen  now  in  our  emplov 
does  not  exceed  two  or  three  hundred.    Shall, 
we^  sir,  eoatiane  the  war  for  these  men  ? 

1  ^m  aware,  sir,  that  with  resneot  to  impress- 
ment from  our  merchant  resseis,  abuses  have 
happened,  that  altboogh  the  right  of  taking  Amer- 
ican citizens  is  aot  claimed,  the  British  com- 
manders have  not  been  scrupulous  whether  they 
took  British  subjects  or  American  citizens.  Sir, 
these  abuses  I  never  can,  and  I  never  will  justify. 
I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  x\k^j^  have  been  ex- 
aggerated. 

But,  sir,  let  me  ask,  if  we  hare  not  really  in- 
tended to  protect  foreign  seamen  under  our  flag, 
if  we  have  not  beaa  guilty  of  gross  neglig^enoe^ 


to  say  the  least  of  it,  towards  our  native  seamen  ? 
whether,  by  our  laws,  and  the  practice  under 
them,  we  have  afforded  them  all  that  protection 
and  security  to  which  they  are  entitled  ? 

In  1796,  Congress  passed  an  act  for  the  relief 
and  protection  of  American  seamen.  By  this 
act,  the  collectors  of  the  several  ports  were  di- 
rected.  On  application,  to  enter  the  names  of  sea- 
men, beiopf  citizens  ol  the  United  States,  to  grant 
them  certificates,  in  a  form  given  in  the  act.  In 
this  certificate,  the  collector  is  to  describe  the 
person  of  the  applicant:  also,  to  declare  that,  on 
proof  produced  to 'him  agreeable  to  the  act.  the 
seaman  is  a  citiizen  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 


rica. 

It  is  Aot  a  little  singular  that,  although  the 
proof  of  citizenship  to  be  produced  to  the  collect* 
or  must  be  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  act, 
the  act  itself  no  where  directs  what  that  proof 
must  be.  Every  collector^  therefore,  has,  under 
this  act,  used  his  own  discretion,  or  has  pur-, 
sued  such  directions  as  he  may  have  received 
from  the  Government  as  to  the  kind  of  proof. 
What,  sir,  has  been  the  practice  under  this  law  ? 
Have  those  certificates,  or  protections,  as  they 
are  commonly  called,  been  confined  to  bona  fide 
American  citizens?  No,  sir;  we  cannot,  we 
ought  not,  tp  shut  our  eyes  ajrainst  facts  too  noto- 
rious to  be  concealetd  or  denied.  Under  this  actj 
made  expressly  for  the  protection,  of  American 
seameOf  every  foreign  seaman,  almost  at  the  mo- 
meat  6f  salting  his  feet  on  our  shores,  has  obtained 
a  certificate  from  some  collector,  that  he  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  ;  and,  with  this  certifi- 
cate in  his  pocket,  although,  perhaps  a  deserter 
from  his  own  Goyernment,  he  enters  a  public  or 
private  vessel^  as  an  American  seaman.  Th6 
mode  of  obtaining  proof  of  citizenship  is  well 
understood.  Among  other  modes,  some  of  which 
are  too  disgraceful  to  be  mentioned  in  this  place, 
those  foreign  seamen  will  go  before  a  magistrate 
and,  although  hardly  able  to  speak  the  English 
language  intelligibly,  will  swear,  for  each  other, 
thst  they  were  born  within  the  United  States, 
and  are  American  citizens.  On  such  proof,  a 
proof  of  this  sort,  the  collector  issues  his  certifi- 
catli. 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  that  this  subject  was 
brought  before  this  House  during  the  last  session, 
in  a  case  from  Philadelphia,  when  a  certificate  of 
this  kind  was  obtained  by  tne  most  flagrant  and 
avowed  act  of  perjury  on  the  part  of  a  foreigner 
who  had  ju^t  arrived  in  this  country.  It  wak 
found,  on  inquiry,  that  there  was  no  Isw,  either 
of  Pennsylvania  or  of  the  United  States,  to  pun- 
ish the  man  for  this  act  of  false  swearing.  Noc 
only  have  these  protections  been  thus  obtained 
by  fraud  and  perjury,  but  they  have  also,  long 
since,  been  an  object  of  barter ;  they  bave  been 
bought  and  sold,  and  transferred  from  one  to 
another,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  foreign 
countries. 

To  show  the  extent  of  this  traflic  in  seamen's 
protections,  permit  me  to  state  some  facts,  of 
which  I  have  no  doubt,  knowing  the  source  from 
whence  I  have  derived  chem*    An  American 
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captain  having  a  ship  ia  Bristol,  in  Soffland, 
without  a  crew,  he  applied  to  a  man  who  Kept  a 
boarding-house  for  sailors,  to  procure  a  crew  of 
American  sailors  in  port;  he  showed  him  a  great 
number  of  American  protections,  which  heamed 
to  sell  him  for  two  guineas  each,  and  with  the 
aid  of  these  to  procure  him  a  crew.  By  high 
wages,  and  by  suiting  these  protections  to  the 
description  or  British  sailors,  he  procured  this 
captain  his  ship's  crew;  not  only  so,  but  when 
the  ship  was  about  to  sail,  and  it  was  doubtful 
whether  those  who  had  engaged  for  the  voyage 
would  actually  go  on  board,  this  man  actually 
procured  some  of  a  press  gang  to  take  them  as 
American  sailors,  who  had  deserted  from  their 
ship,  and  put  them  on  board.  When  we  ourselves 
place  no  confidence  in  these  certificates^  when  we 
know  that  they  are  thus  obtained  by  fraud  and 
perjury,  can  we  ezpeot.that  foreign  nations  will 
give  credit  to  them?  Instead  of  being  a ttbield 
and  protection  to  the  real  American  sailor,  they 
have  become  a  dangerous  weapon  of  offence. 

If,  sir,  it  is  not  wr  the  permanent  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  so  many  transient 
foreign  seamen,  we  ought  long  since,  not  only  to 
have  refused  these  false  protections,  but  to  have 
passed  laws  for  the  encouragement  of  our  native 
seamen,  similar  to  those  which  have  been  adopted 
in  commercial  couotries,and  are  commonly  called 
navigation  acts.  This  would,  in  some  measure, 
have  relieved  us  from  the  evils  which  we  now 
experience,  in  consequence  of  the  employment  of 
so  many  foreij^n  seamen. 
.  By  the  ezistmg  laws  of  the  United  States,  noth- 
ing more  is  necessarv  to  entitle  a  merchant  ves« 
sel,  if  registered,  to  the  character  of  an  American 
vessel,  than  that  she  be  owned  and  commanded 
by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  If  the  master 
of  the  vessel  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
every  other  person  on  board,  employed  in  navi* 
gating  the  same,  may  be  a  foreigner,  owing  no 
allegiaoce  to  this  country.  In  this  respect,  it  is 
believed,  our  laws  present  an  anomalous  case  in 
the  history  of  the  commercial  world.  In  most, 
if  not  all  the  commercial  nations  in  Europe,  not 
only  the  master,  but  one  half  of  the  mariners,  at 
least,  must  be  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  country 
to  wnich  the  merchant  vessel  belongs.  By  the 
famous  ordinances  of  Louis  XI V,  which  have 
be^n  considered  as  an  excellent  code  of  maritime 
regulations,  every  French  vessel  must  not  only 
have  the  captain,  but  all  the  officers,  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  sailors,  Frenchmen,  and  actually 
resident  in  the  realm.  In  1716,  the  King  of 
France,  however,  prohibited  the  employment  of 
any  foreigners  on  board  of  merchant  vessels.  Af* 
ierwards,  in  1723,  on  the  representations  of  the 
merchants,  he  permitted  one-third  of  the  crew  to 
be  foreigners,  and  not  beyond,  on  the  penalty  of 
fifteen  hundred  livres,  ^ud  of  the  connscation  of 
the  ship  and  cargo.  In  September,  1793,  in  the 
time  01  the  French  Republic,  a  law  was  passed 
that  no  vessel  should  be  entitled  to  the  privileges 
of  a  French  vessel,  unless  the  officers  and  three- 
quarters  of  the  crew  were  Frenchmen.  By  the 
general  navigation  acts  of  Great  Britain,  it  is 


well  known  that  three-quarters  of  the  seniiMsa 
must  be  British  subjects,  to  give  the  national 
character  to  a  merchant  vessel  in  that  country. 
The  maritime  principle  of  the  north  of  Europe 
requires  that  one  hall  of  the  crewj  at  least,  shall 
be  subjects  or  eitizens  of  the  country  to  which 
the  vessel  belongs,  or  which  flag  it  bears.  lo  the 
treatjr  of  June,  1801„  between  Great  Brjiain  and 
Russia,  and  to  which  Sweden  and  DenmarE  af- 
terwards acceded  and  became  parties,  it  is  estab- 
lished as  an  inviolable  rule,   ^  that  any  vessel 

*  whatever,  in  order  to  he  considered  as  the  prop- 
'  erty  of  the  country,  the  flag  of  which  it  carries, 
'  must  have  on  board  the  captain  of  the  ship,  and 

*  one  half  of  the  crew  of  the  people  of  that  coun- 
t  try."  The  policy  of  these  regulations,  which 
have  been  adoptea  by  the  maritime  nations  of 
Boropje,  is  obvious.  It  gives  a  more  certain  stamp 
of  national  character  to  the  vessel ;  it,  encourages 
native  seamen  ;  it  afibrds  greater  security  to  the 
property  of  the  merchant ;  and,  above  all,  it  adds 
to  the  real  strength  of  a  country,  by  placing  in 
its  power  a  greater  nutnber  of  brave  and  hardy 
men,  who,  bound  by  the  natural  ties  of  allegiance 
to  their  country,  can  be  called  upon  to  defend  its 
rights  whenever  attoeked^  Let  me  ask,  sir.  whe« 
ther,  since  we  have  become  a  natioft  so  commer- 
cial»  and,  as  a  maritime  power,  must  necessariljr 
conie  mora  and  more  into  collision  withthe  mari- 
time nations  of  jBurope,  sound  policy  does  not 
dictate  the  propriety,  as  well  as  the  necessity,  of 
our  adopting  similar  regulations,  with  respect  to 
the  navigation  of  our  merchant  vessels.  This 
would,  in  a  great  de§[ree,  remedy  the  evils  of 
which  we  now  comj^lain. 

Indeed,  sir,  I  fear  it  will  be  diffioolt,  if  not  im- 
possible, for  us  to  remedy  these  evils,  unless,  bv 
the  adoption  of  a  permanent  system  of  this  kind, 
we  cease  to  employ  so  many  foreign  seamen  in 
our  commercial  service. 

But,  sir,  whether  the  principia,  that  the  flag 
shall  protect  all  sailing  under  it,  be  for  the  per- 
manent advantage  of  the  United  States  or  not, 
let  us,  in  the  second  place,  in<)uire  as  to  the  prob- 
ability of  obtaining  a  recognition  of  this  principle 
by  a  continuance  of  the  war. 

The  subject  of  impressments  has  engaged  the 
attention  of  every  Administration  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  in  Europe,  in  1792.  The 
greatest  and  the  best  manahat  ever  presided  over 
the  affsirs  of  this  or  any  other  country,  attempted 
to  make  a  settlement ,  on  this  subject,  but  was 
unable  to  effect  one  which  was  deemed  by  him 
satisfactory  ;  and  yet  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
involve  his  country  in  a  war  on  this  accdant. 
Similar  attempts  were  made  during  the  Admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Adams,  bat  without  success. 
The  subject  was  again  •  agitated  by  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinknev,  and  under  the  most  favor- 
able auspices,  in  1806,  when  tbev  condnded  a 
treatjr  with  Great  Britain  during  the  Fox  admin- 
istration. If  the  principle  we  contended  for  would 
ever  have  been  relinquished  to  this  country,  it 
would  have  been  yielded  under  an  administration 
which  has  always  been  considered  as  the  most 
friendly  to  the  views  and  interests  of  the  United 
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States,  But,  air,  Lords  Holknd  and  Anokland 
io  formed  oar  CommissioQers^  thtt  saoli  was  tbe 
feel  log,  stich  the  seasibility  of  the  British  nation 
on  this  point,  that  no  Ministry  would  dare  to  re- 
linquish it/  They  would  engage  Uar  iipthiag  more 
than  that  the  right  should  be  eiercised  with  the 
utmost  caution,  atnd  in  a  manner  pointed  out  by 
them  in  their  plan  delivered  to  our  Commissioners, 
of  Norember  8, 1806. 

Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  were  then  satis- 
fied that  no  other .  terms  could  be  procured,  and 
that  these  were  far  preferable  to  a  resort  to  war. 
Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  explanatory  letter  to  the  Qov- 
ernment,  of  February  28, 1808*  speaking  of  im- 
pressment, and  of  the  conseqaences  which,  in  all\ 
probability,  would  follow  from  a  rejection  of  the 
terms  then  offered  on  the  sjibject,  makes  use  of 
this  emphatic  language : 

"  War,  therefore,  (says  he,)  ■eetned  to  be  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  roch  a  state  of  things,  and  I  was 
far  from  considering  it  an  alternative  which  ought  to 
be  preferred  to  the  arrangement  whieh  was  offered  to 
When  I  took  into  view  the  prMperons  end  happy 


US. 


condition  of  the  United  States  eompared  with  that  of 
other  nations,  that,  as  a  nentral  Power,  they  were  al- 
most the  exclasiTo  earriem  of  the  whole  world,  and 
that,  in  common,  they  ilonrished  beyond  example,  no^ 
withstanding  the  lesssi  thc^  had  oceasionaUy  ■ufiared, 
I  was  strong  in  the  opinion^  that  those  blesaings  ought 
not  to  be  hssiurded  in  inch  a  <)oestion.'' 

If,  sir,  these  blessings,  as  Mr.  Monroe  so  justly 
calls  them — blessings  which  ef<^ry  isdiTidual,  be- 
cause they  come  home  to  erery  man's  dwelling 
in  the  nation,  felt— were  not  then  to  be  hszarded 
on  such  a  question,  why,  let  me  ayk,.are  they  now, 
for  the  same  question,  not  only  to  be  haxarded, 
but  actually  sacrificed  1  ■     y 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  hare  so  little  prospect 
of  gain,  let  us  inquire  more  partieuJarly  what  we 
have  to  lose  by  the  continuance  and  proseciition 
of  this  war.  Thousands  of  American  citizens 
must  incFitably  fall  a  sacrifice  in  the  contest ;  our 
▼ast  and  widely  extended  oommerce  must,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  annihilated  ;  our  shipping  de< 
stroyed;  and  our  rerenoe  reduced  next  to  noth- 
ing. We  must  necessarily  incur  an  accumula- 
tion of  public  debt,  for  the  payment  of  which  we 
most  be  burdened  with  taxes  foe  perhaps  half  a 
century. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  restrictive 
systems—that  is,  in  the  years  1806  and  1807 — the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  was  greater  than 
that  of  any  natioa  in-  the  world,  except  Qreat 
Britain.  The  return  of  our  exports  In  the  last  of 
these  years  exceeded  one  hundred  and  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars^ 

The  exports  of  France,  in  her  most  prosperous 
days,  neVer  exceeded  about  seventv-ooe  millions 
of  dollars.  The  widely  extended  Empire  of  Rus- 
sia, witha population  estimated  at  twenty-five  or 
thirty  millions  of  people,  in  the  year  1802,  ex- 
ported in  value  only  to  the  amount  of  about  forty- 
three  millions  a(  rubles,  or  about  thirty-two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  value  of  all  the  exports  from 
the  Baltic,  comprehending  Russia,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, Pffusaiai  the  great  grain  country  of  Polandi 


and  the  Hanse  Towns,  in  some  of  the  most  pros- 
pei'oos  years,  has  not  exceeded  ninety  millions  of 
dollars.  In  the  articles  of  wheat  and  flour,  we  have 
lately  come  in  competition  with  tho«e  countries 
situated  around  the  Baltic,  which  are  considered 
as  the  granaries  of  Europe.  In  the  years  1801 
and  1802,  the  a vera^  quantity  of  wheat  exported 
from  all  the  ports  in  the  Baltic,  was  eight  mil- 
lioiB  of  bushels.  The  United  States  exported,  on 
an  average,  for  the  same  years,  (reducing  the  flour 
exported  to  bushels,)  little  short  of  six  millions ; 
and,  in  Uie  year  1811,  the  quantity  exported  from 
the  United  States  exceeded  seven  millions.  Dur- 
ing the  years  1806  and  1807,  our  exports  were 
at^ot  equal  to  all  the  exports  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  years  1792  and  1703— the  time  when  the 
present  war  in  Europe  commenced. 

With  respect  to  our  shipping,  the  commercial 
tonnage  of  the  United  States  now  exceeds  that 
of  all  the  other  nations  in  Europe  put  together, 
except  Qreat  Britain ;  it  falls  little  short  of  the 
amount  owned  by  that  nation.  The  vast  increase 
of  our  shipping,  for  twenty  years  past,  has  been 
without  example.  In  the  year  1790,  our  commer* 
cial  tonnage  was  about  four  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  $  it  is  now  about  three  times  that  amount. 
When  we  com)wre  this  increase  of  shipping  in 
England,  which  is  now,  and  for  a  long  time  has 
b^n,  the  greatest  commercial  nation  in  the  world, 
we  are  struck  with  astonishment.  In  1700,  the 
whole  commercial  tonnage  of  England  was  4bout 
two  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand;  in  1750, 
it  did  not  much  exceed  six  hundred  thousand, 
and  in  1800  It  amounted  to  only  one  million  three 
hundred  and  thirty-seveu  thousand — about  e^uai 
to  the  amount  now  owned  by  the  United  States. 
As  to  our  revenue  in  1807,  it  exceeded  seventeen 
millions  of  dollars ;  -and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury^  has  informed  us,  that,  with  single  du- 
ties, during  the  present  war,  it  will  not  be  more 
than  two  millions  and  a  half.  The  war  in  Eu- 
rope, terrible  and  destructive  as  it  has  been  to  that 
Ksrt  of  the  world,  has  thrown  wealth  into  our 
ends.  Notwithstandinff,  sir,  all  the  spoliations 
upon  our  commerce--all  the  injuries  we  have 
received  from  the  bellifferentS'-<'nistory  does  not 
present  an  example  of  a  nation  which  has  in* 
creased  so  rapidly  in  wealth,  in  so  jshort  a  period, 
as  th0  Uoitea  States.  We  have,  indeed,  become 
rich  from  the  misfortunes  and  from  the  calami- 
ties ^f  the  Old  World.  If  any  one  doubts  this, 
let  him  look  to  our  situation  in  1807,  before  the 
restrictive  systeih  began,  when  our  flag  was  in 
every  sea,  and  we  were  indeed  the  carriers  of  the 
world ;  let  him  look  to  the  vast  increase  of  bank- 
ing institutions  in  this  country^  having  a  capital 
at  this  moment  of  about  sixty  mjUioos  of  dollars ; 
let^him  look  to  the  increase  of  wealth  in  all  our 
large  towns  and  cities,  and  to  our  internal  improve-* 
ments  of  every  kind. 

As  to  the  debt  whieh  will  be  incurred  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war,  as  we  are  to  depend  solely 
upon  loant^  it  must  necessarily  increase  with  great 
repiditjr. '  The  sum  borrowed  in  the  year  1812 
was  thirteen  millions  one  hundred  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars.    The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
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]»•  ioforiiMd  08,  thatf  to  meet  the  expeoses  ao* 
thorized  at  the  date  of  hit  annual  report,  a  fur-' 
ther  sum  of  twenty  millions  must  be  olHained  on 
loan  for  the  year  1813.  This  did  not  inolade  the 
addition  since  made  of  fonr  seventy-foqrs  and  six 
frigates  to  the  Navy,  for  the  building  of  which 
two  millions  five  hundred  tboosand  dollars  have 
been  appropriated ;  nor  did  it  include  the  expense 
of  the  twenty  thousand  men  to  be  raised  by  the 
bill  now  under  conrideration.  Making  every  al* 
lowance^every  deduction  for  the  ranks  of  the 
various  armies  not  being  filled  by  enlistmenrs-^ 
the  sum  which  must  be  obtained  on  loan  wilt  be 
at  least  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars ;  making 
the  snm  borrowed,  in  these  two  years,  thirty-eiirht 
millions  one  hundred  thousand  two  noudred  ioU 
lars.  What,  sir,  was  the  amount  of  the  debt  of 
the  United  States,  exclusive  of  the  State  debts, 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war?  It  was 
only  estimated  at  forty-two  tniUions  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars.  If  we  proceed  in 
the  same  ratio  of  expense  as  we  have  done  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  war,  by  the  18th  of  June,  1814, 
(two  years,)  we  shall  have  incurred  a  debt  (pro- 
vided we  can  borrow  the  money)  equal  in  amount 
to  the  whole  debt  of  the  United  States  ineurred 
by  the  seven  years'  Revolutionary  war. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  Is  said  those  peacefnl 
scenes  of  unexampled  prosperity  must  be  ex- 
changed for  war,  on  account  -of  our  honor.  If 
we  are  to  fight  for  this  princple  of  honor,  why  not 
act  uniformly  ?  Haa  not  our  honor  been  always 
wounded  by  the  other  gi'eat  belligerent  1  Has 
sot  Bonaparte  taken  hundreds  of  our  seamen,  and 
either  immured  them  in  his  prisons  or  turned 
them  adrift  in  France,  without  any  means  of  sub- 
sistence;  and  have  not  we  been  obliged,  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  to  spend  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  enable  these 
seamen  to  return  to  thair  native  country  ?  Has 
not  he  also  robbed  us  of  many  millions  of  proper- 
ty, without  any  compensation,  or  even  a  promise 
of  coinpensation  ?  Why,  sir,  did  he  pass  the  fa- 
mons  Rambouillet  decree,  under  which,  with  one 
sweep,  he  robbed  our  merchants  of  from  ten  to 
fiAeen  millions  of  dijllars  ?  This  was  done  be- 
cause, as  he  alleged,  we  had  repealed  the  embar* 
go,  and  passed  a  non -intercourse  law  against  him, 
as  well  as  against  the  other  belligerent.  And  aU 
though  our  Qovernraent  declared  that  the  law 
was  a  mere  municipal  regulation,  at  which,  nei- 
ther of  the  belligerents  could  or  otight  to  take  of- 
fence, the  Emperor  of  France  considered  it  as  an 
aot  of  hostility  against  hiiti,  therefore  he  passed 
this  decree  as  a  measure  of  retaliation.  And 
when,  sir,  did  he  pass  it?  not  until,  by  waiting 
about  two  months  without  any  complarat,  he  had 
decoyed  hundreds  of  our  vessels  into  his  ports, 
and  then,  by  giving  it  a  retrospective  operation, 
he,  without  ceremony,  placed  the  avails  of  these 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  in  his  own  private  chest. 

What,  sir,  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  greftt 
Emperor  towards  this  country  in  respect  to  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees?  lias  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  no  concern  in  this?  Were  these 
deereea  in  fact  repealed  ?    Dii  they  cease  to  have 


effect  on  the  1st  of  November,  ISIO  ?  No,  sir,  no 
man  will  now  be  bold  enough  to  assert  the  faet. 
The  Emperor  has  at  length  told  you,  that  they 
were  not  then  repealed.  The  deception  which 
has  been  practised  upon  this  Goveromeni  is 
now  too  pl«in  to  be  concealed  or  dented.  It 
never  was  the  intentibo  of  Bonaparte  to  repeal 
those  decrees,  until  ha  was  satisfied  that  we  bad 
taken,  or  would  inevitably  take,  the  last  decisive* 
step  against  jiis  enemy  ;  and  his  coadoct  has  been 
in  conformity  with  that  intention. 

He  was  not  satined,  sir,  with  our  non-import- 
ation taw — no,  sir,  he  had  long  since  declared,  and 
we  know  it,  he  would  compel  us  to  be  hia  allies 
or  his  enemies.  When,  sir,  did  the  act  repealing 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  first  make  ita  ap- 
pearance ?  Not  until  the  Emperor  of  France 
knew  that  we  had  passed  the  Rubicon ;  not  un- 
til he  Itnew  (and  i  beg  gentlemen  will  attend  to 
the  fact)  that  Cooj^ress  had  determined  upon  war 
with  Great  Britain,  by  laying  an  embargo  for 
ninety  daya,  as  a  sura  and  inevitable  precursor  to 
that  event.  Mr.  Rdssell,  sir,  presented  this  de- 
cree to  the  British  Cbvernmeot  on  the  20th  day 
of  May,  1812 ;  he  could  easily  have  received.it  from 
Paris  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  The  embargo 
was  laid  about  the  first  of  April,  there  wua  am- 
ple time  for  the  newa  to  have  reached  Fraaca  by 
about  the  10th  of  May,  aod  it  was  said  at  the 
time,  that  the  moment  it  had  passed  both  Hoasea 
of  Congress,  the  French  Minister  seat  off  to 
France  a  fast  sailing  veasel,  no  doubt  to  give  hia 
master  full  information  on  the  subject.  On  ob- 
taining this  information,  the  decree  first  made  iu 
appearance  ;  and  at  a  time  too  when,  even  if  the 
Orders  in  Council  should  he  repealed  in  conse- 
quence of  it,  the  Emperor  was  aatisfied  that  we 
should  have  gone  too  far  to  recede.  The  evenu 
have  proved  that  he  formed  a  correct  jiidgai«nt 
of  the  views  and  sentimeuu  of  our  Goveramenu 
The  Orders  in  Council  were  repealed,  aud  agree- 
ably to  bis  wishes,  we  are  atill  at  war  with  his 
enemy.  We  have  not  only  been  deceived  by 
Bonaparte  himself,  hot,  sir,  we  can  place  no  con- 
fidence upon  the  liule  information^ we  sometimes 
obtain  from  our  Minister  at  hta  Court. 

What  did  Mr.  Barlow  write  to  soma  of  his 
friends  in  this  country  in  July  last  ?  Why,  that 
he  was  upon  the  point  of  concluding  one,  two,  or 
three  treaties  with  the  Emperor  of  France.  What 
was  the  information  he  g^ve.  at  the  same  time, 
to  other  friends  of  his?  directly  the  reverse:  that 
there  was  no  prospect  oCany  treaty,^or  of  obtain* 
Ing  justice  from  the  French  Emperor.  Where  is 
our  Ambassador  now?  Gone  to  Wilna,  to  meet 
by  special  appointment,  it  seems,  this  robber  of 
natioEns.  What  can  be  the  object  of  this  long 
journey.  I  know  not.  Perhaps,  sir,  to  do  homage 
to  this  mighty  conqueror,  perhaps  to  complete 
some  of  the  treaties  he  haa  heretofore  talkeid  so 
much  about. 

The  Emperor  may,  perhaps^  aow  be  wtUinf^  to 
promise  to  do  us  justice,  when  the  war  agatnat 
the  common  enemy  is  finished. 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  this  war  in  Europe,  the 
maxims  of  prndoncei  the  maainM  of  aound  policy, 
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diffeted  as  to  [ireserve  tbe  bontble  Wt  snceeM/ul 
path  of  neatraliiy— >a  patii  pointed  out  to  as  bjr 
the  Father  of  his  Country-^^  path,  which  has  led 
to  wealth,  to  prosperity,  to  happiness.  We  ought 
sot  to  mioicle  in  that  stof  m  whfeh  is  desolating 
Sarope.  The  fates^  the  fortaoes  of  the  new 
world,  ought  not  to  be  linked  with  the  fates,  with 
the  feelings  and  fortoaes  of  the  old.  I  have  eon* 
sidered  it  as  a  sort  of  political  madness  for  the 
United  States  to  eogage  in,  and  ia  any  noranner 
to  become  parties  in  this  miffhty -coo  fliet.  Those 
noJitieal — nay,'  those  moraT  ties  which,  hereto- 
fore, have  boand  thereat  society  of  nations  to* 
get  her,  are  now  broken. 

We  may  talk  as  long  as  we  please  abooi'  the 
law  of  nations;  ^4t  is  a  tale  of  other  times." 
When  saeh  epncj oerors  as  Aleiander,  Cesar,  and 
Bonaparte,  arise,  their  will  alone  always  has  been, 
and  always  will  be,  the  law  by  which  they  are 
governed.  And,  sir,  while  the  present  state  of 
the  world  rematas,  while  Bonaparte  lives,  he  who 
expects  that  we  shall  be  abis  to  restore  and  lo 
replace  the  great  landmarks  of  national  law,  wiU 
find  that  all  his  attempts' will  be  vain,  and  worse 
thsn  vain. 

I  had  intended,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  hava  tooohed 
upon  some  other  topics,  particularly  as  to  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,and  tbe  propositions 
aadoto  Ghreat  Britain  by  oar  Government,  since 
the  declaratioa  of  war.  But,  sir,  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  admonishes  «ae,  that  I  ought  no  longer 
to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House.   ' 


Tc£8DAY»  January  5. 

Mr.  CHBvns,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means^  presentad  a  bill  granting  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Collector  of  the  port  and  district 
of  Plymoath,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina ; 
which  was  read  twice,  aad  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  read,  transmitting  a  i^ort  of  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint.— Referral  to  the  Commiti^ 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoiureoK^ 

Eemdved^  That  the  ComoHttee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  authoriaed  and  directed  to  iaquire  into 
tha  expedfeocy  of  allowing  the  Secretaries  of 
tho  War  and  Navy  Departments  the  same  annual 
compensation  as  is  allowed  bf  l^w  to  the  Secre- 
taries of  Stale  and  of  the  Treasury ;  and  tha( 
they  be  aOthorized  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  IaAoook  was  appointed  of  tne  committee 
on  that  part  of  the  Presideni'ii  Message  which  re- 
lates to  our  foreign  relations,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Ski  LIB,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon, 

Ordendj  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do 
cause  to  have  re-printed  the  usual  number  of 
copies  of  the  Measage  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  tsansotilliog  copies  and  extracts 
of  docnments  in,.tbe  archives  of  ihe  Department 
of  Smte  on  the  subject  of  British  impressments 
from  American  vessels,  eommanicated  to  the 
Senate  on  the  eth  of  July,  181^ 


Mr.  Taliatbrro  offered  the  following  resola«^ 
tioa,  observing  that  the  reason  why  the  provision 
had  heretofore  been  withheld  from  oar  laws,  was 
the  uncertainty  of  water  conveyances,  which  un- 
certainty by  tbe  invention- of  steamboats,  had, 
in  a  great  measure,  been  done  away : 

«  Rnohed,  That  the  CkMnmittite  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inqnissmto  the  expedien- 
cy of  SuthoriBag  the  Postmsster  Genersl  to  oontrset 
with  the  peopristors  of  Bteembeats  for  the  trsnsport»- 
tion  of  the  mail  of  ths  United  States  by  wster ;  and 
also  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  transporta* 
tion  of  letters  by  water  between  post  towns,  or  from 
one  post  town  to  another,  by  any  packet  or  water  craft, 
where  the  proprietor  or  master  thereof  shall  not  have 
preyioiisly  contracted  therefor  with  the  Poetmaater 
General,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  tbe  motion. 
Messrs.  Rh^,  Lewis,  and  Sgymoub,  objected  to 
some  parts  of  it.  It  was  eventually,  wiih  the 
consent  of  Mr.  TaliafgrrO|  postponed  to  Mon- 
day next. 

ADDFTlbNAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  .resumed  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force  of 
20,000  men  for  lOne  vear,  the  question  being  on 
tbe  passage  of  the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BoYD.*^Mr.  Speaker :  It  u  with  great  dif- 
fidence that  I  address  the  Chair.  When  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  was  under  discussion  on 
Saturday  last;  that  is,  the  then  proposed  amend- 
ment to  insert  eighieen  months,  instead  of  one 
year^  I  was  offering  my  reasons  why  I  thought 
that  that  amendment  ought  to  prevail;  wheoi 
unfortunately  for  me^  I  was  considered  as  taking 
too  great  a  latitude,  and  prevented  from  connect- 
ing my  remarks.  As  there  is  little  differencci  ia 
point  of  principle,  as  the  bill  then  was  and  now 
is»  I  embrace  this  opportuaity  to  make  up  that 
deficiency,  and  will  now.  take  care  to  stick  at 
close  as  possible  to  the  text. 

Sir,  {  am  opposed  to  passing  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  because  I  believe  it  to  be  altogether  inad- 
equate to  the  purpose  intended  to  be  aocom^ 
plished  by  it.  Sir,  when  I  last  addressed  the 
Chair,  I  then  took  a  retrospective  view  of  oar 
past  expectations,  plans^  and  propositions,  frooa 
which  we  expected  to  derive  great  advantages* 
Such  were  the  expectations  of  that  time,  that  I 
did  not  accord  with  them.  Those  expectations 
have  not  been  realized ;  but,  instead  thereof,  we 
have  met  with  disappointments  and  misfortunes. 
I  thought  that  viewing  the  errors  of  the  past 
was  the  most  certain  way  to  avoid  the  future ; 
and  J  am  not  at  this  time  seoeible  of  that  being 
erroneous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  an  old  man,  and  not  in  the 
habit  of  public  speaking ;  and  if  I  have  not  tha 
faculty  of  composing  my  arguments  in  so  con* 
nected  a  form  as  a  lawyer's  special  pleadings,  I 
hope  the  House  will  excuse  m&  and  grant  me 
th.eir  indulgence  to  do  it  in  such  lorm  as  my  en* 
pacity  wiU  admit  of. 

[The  SpEAKsn  observed  that  it  was  unpleas- 
ani  to  the  Chair  that  the  gentleman  should  in- 
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dolge  in  such  remarks ;  he  had  certainly  no  wish 
not  to  ffiTe  full  latitude  to  debate.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  stood  corrected,  atad  was  allowed  to  proceed.] 
Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  object,  because,  in  my 
oji^inion,  it  is  not  calculated  to  produce  the  de- 
sired effect,  or  that  which  is  intended  by  it :  that 
is,  to  raise  a  force  competent  to  the  conquest  of 
the  Canadas  in  the  given  time.  I  will  aak  how 
many  regiments  yon  hare  in  your  present  estab- 
lishment ?  Say  thirty-five,  and  you  add  twenty, 
makinff  together  fifty-five :  what  use  is  there  m 
multiplying  regiments  without  men  ?  The  Chair- 
man did  state  that,  from  prudential  motives,  he 
had  thought  it  inexpedient  to  give  the  number 
now  actually  in  service,  or  enlisted  by  the  pres- 
ent establishment.  Sir,  it  Is  not  my  wish  to  go 
into  a  strict  inquiry ;  the  regard  t  have  for  the 
honor  of  my  country  forbids  me;  but  I  will  sup- 
pose seventeen  thousand,  and,  I  believe,  that  is 
large ;  then  there  is  left  officers  for  eighteen  thou- 
sand men.  Are  these  not  sufficient  for  the  re- 
cruiting service?  to  engage  every  man  who  is 
willing  to  serve  his  country  ?  to  place  a  recruit- 
ing officer  in  almost  every  town  and  village  in 
the  United  States?    They  are;  and,  therefore, 

J'ou  ought  not  to  create  an  unnecessary  addition, 
f  the  present  establishment  is  not  full,  what  is 
the  reason  ?  Either  that  the  pay  and  bounty  are 
not  sufficient  inducements,  or  there  is  a  disliae  to 
the  service ;  your  creating  more  regiments  will 
not  remove  that  difficulty.  I  am  against  the 
bill,  because  the  term  of  service  is  too  short  to 
answer  any  valuable  purpose.  Suppose  them 
intended  to  operate  as  a  force  against  Canada. 
Let  us  see  how  that  will  answer  the  purpose : 
You  send  out  your  warrants  to  commence  the 
enlistment  of  the  proposed  troops  at  this  time ; 
how  long  a  time,  is  it  contemplated,  will  be  ne- 
cessary Tor  their  enlistment?  Mv  opinion  is, 
that  you  will  not  have  them  hair  full  in  four 
months ;  it  is  then  time  to  take  the  field,  and  they 
are  then  raw  troops.  The  honorable  Chairman 
(Mr.  D.  R.  Williams)  states  to  you  the  number 
of  troops  necessarv  for  defensive  operations,  ac- 
cording to  his  calculation,  to  be  ten  thousand ; 
deducting  that  number  from  the  present  estab- 
lishment, supposing  it  to  be  full.  It  is  not  for 
nc  to  say  how  far  the  present  establishment  is 
short  of  the  whole  number,  or  will  be  at  that 
time ;  but  we  know  that  it  is  far  short ;  we  do 
not  know  that  it  can  be  filled,  and  if  it  cannot, 
then  those  calcttlations  are  fictitious.  He  also 
states  to  you  that  the  regular  force  in  the  Cana- 
das is  not  to  be  estimated  at  less  than  twelve 
thousand,  and  three  thousand  in  Halifax,  besides 
their  militia.  According  to  this,  and  my  views, 
you  cannot  enter  Canada  the  next  campaign 
with  man  for  roan  ;  and  surely  that  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  conquest  in  an  enemy's  country.  But 
I  will  suppose  that  you  conquer  a  part  of  the 
countiy;  that  part  must  be  garrisoned  if  you 
will  keep  it.  In  a  year  from  the  time  of  enlist- 
ment their  term  expires,  and  what  becomes  of 
your  conquest,  without  torce  to  keep  it,  suppo- 
sing it  to  be  made?  Say  that  the  officers  will 
be  called  into  service  in  four  months,  and  there 


is  some  of  the  men  enlisted  six  or  eight  months 
hence :  the  officers  must  serve  until  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  the  last  man  engaged,  or  a 
derangement  must  take  place— always  a  disa- 
greeable occurrence  in  an  army. 

Sir,  if  you  have  not  numbers  sufficient  to  bear 
down  all  opposition,  invade.it  not;  act  on  the 
defensive  until  you  have  engaged  your  men,  and 
for  a  term  of  time  sufficient  to  answer  your' pur- 
pose; then  may  you  count  upon  success  and 
noiK>r.  I  do  not  say  that  I  believe  land  con- 
quests will  produce  an  aeknolRrledgment  of  our 
rights  on  the  oceao.  I  believe  it  will  Dot ;  but 
unless  you  act  with  great  regularity,  system,  and 
economy,  you  cannot  avoid  it ;  yoQ  must  meet 
with  nothing  but  disappointments  and  disgrace. 

Mr.  Law  said  as  he  was  originally  opposed  to 
the  war,  and  the  preparatory  steps  which  led  to 
it,  he  could  not  admit  the  principle,  that  became 
foar  ioaa  declared  he  was  bound  to  acquiesce, 
and  lend  his  aid  to  ptomote  every  plan  for  pros- 
ecuting the  war  which  might  be  proposed,  however 
wild  and  extravagant  the  same  might  appear.  He 
said  he  felt  it  a  duty,  and  he  claimed  it  as  a 
right,  (although  he  was  not  ambitious  very  often 
to  exercise  tiie  right,)  to  offer  objections  to  any 
measures  which  might  be  introduced,  if  he  sup« 
posed  they  were  not  calculate  to  produce  the 
efiSsct  intended,  although  he  might  net  be  in 
favor  of  the  object  itself;  or  it  he  believed  the 
measure  proposed  would  be  productive  of  real 
evit.  NoWj  sir,  on  this  important  occasion  it 
would  be  wise  for  a  moment  to  look  back,  and  if 
we  can  bear  the  pain  of  retrospection,  consider 
what  this  nation  once  was,  what  it  might  be, 
and  what  it  in  fact  Is.  Time  was,  and  that  with- 
in the  recollection  of  ns  all,  when  industry, 
commerce,  prosperity,  and  peace,  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  this  once  happy  people,  and  the  use 
of  arms  was  known  only  as  a  pacific  pastime. 
The  nation^  like  some  individuals,  could  not 
bear  the  intoxicating  influence  of  prosperity. 
It  might  hai^e  preserved  its  enviable  condition, 
but  it  labored  and  groaned  under  the  weight  of 
national  blessings;  it  submitted  to  regard  the 
sinister  views  and  malign  influence  of  foreign 
Powers;  it  listened— fatally  listened-^to  a  ser* 

Eent  more  fell  than  the  serpent  of  old.  And  now 
ow  sad  is  the  reverse,  let  a  dejected  and  im- 
poverished nation  answer ;  in  the  past,  we  see 
departed  conlforts;  before  us^we  behold  ruin  and 
distress.  The  unhappy  crisis  to  which  we  have 
arrived  has  been  progressive.  Had  the  transi- 
tion been  sudden,  the  nation  would  have  heea 
driven  to  desperation.  We  have  been  often  ad- 
monished by  those  who  foresaw  the  present  evils; 
and  had  we  been  wise,  might  have  avoided  the 
calamities  in  which  the  country  is  now  involved, 
and  from  which  there  is  at  present  no  prospect 
of  speedy  relief. 

Sir,  we  will  no  longer  dwell  on  tiroes  past ; 
we  will  now  briefly  notice  the  causes  which  were 
alleged  in  the  manifestoes  which  immediately 
preceded  the  declaration  of  war,  and  what  was 
said  to  be  the  object,  and  attempt  to  show  that 
the  bill  now  under  consideration  is  unneceasary 
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for  the  atmiomezit  of  the  otigtnal  object;  that 
it  will  be  iDJurtoDs  to  the  miiitia,  and  may  en- 
danger the  liberties  of  the  country. 

As  to  the  causes  of  the  war,  withoat  admit- 
ting or  deny  ing^  their  jOstice  on  national  prinei- 
pies  to  justify  the  aet  at  the  time  it  was  declared, 
be  might  sav  that  toine  of  the  pretended  causes 
have  never  been  seriously  relied  on  by  our  own 
Gorernment.  The  principal  one  has  been  wholly 
removed ;  and  but  one  of  the  ingenious  cata- 
logue now  remains,  and  that  might  eauly  be  ad- 
justed to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  both  nations. 
And,  sir,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  the  aet 
declaring  war  was  carried  with  great  labor  and 
much  reluctadce;  and- such  was  the  majority  in 
each  branch  of  Congress  that  it  might  well  have 
justified  a  doubt  as  to  the  expediency  when  it  did 
pass.  Besides,  a  large  proportion  of  the  United 
States  were  then,  and  even  since,  have  been  op- 
posed to  the  acL  And  this  opposition  was  not 
confined  to  those  who  have  been  slanderously  re- 
ported to  be  in  the  interest  of  Great  Britain.  The 
disgust  and  abborrenoe  was  felt  by  some  of  the 
best  patriots  and  purest  bosoms  in  the  country. 
Experience  has  also  proved  that  the  public  sen'* 
timent  was  against  the  war ;  witness  the  feeble 
ranks  of  your  volunteers,  the  slow  and  reluctant 
march  pf  the  militia,  and  the  tardy  progress  in 
the  recruiting  service.  Sir,  the  disgrace  and  dis- 
asters which  have  hitherto  attended  the  Army, 
have  resulted  more  from  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  war,  than 
from  the  lack*  of  talents  in  those  who  have  con- 
ducted the  battles,  incompetent  as  they  have 
been  represented  to  command.  A  nation  like 
this  cannot  be  driven  to  war.  They  must  feel 
the  justice  and  necessitjr  of  it,  and  the  justice 
most  be  so  strong  as  to  pierce  every  heart.  This 
would  be  felt  in  a  necessary  and  defensive  war ; 
then,  indeed,  the  nation  would  smite  with  one 
arm.  Before  such  a  people,  roused  in  such  a 
cause,  the  veteran  legions  of  Napoleon  would  be 
compelled  to  bite  the  dost.  Such,  alas  !  is  not 
our  case.  We  have  a  war,  without  the  spirit  or 
unanimity  which  si>rings  from  these  causes,  and 
without  the  pecuniary  means  of  supporting  it. 
Such  a  war  must  be  disastrous  I  On  what,  sir, 
is  the  honor  of  this  nation^now  luspended  ?  Oa 
the  Navy  I  that  little  navy  which  was  despised, 
neglected,  and  forgotten,  until  it  fought  itself  in- 
to notiee,  and  rescued  the  sinking  honor  of  the 
eottotry. 

What,  sir.  was  the  avowed  object  of  this  war? 
It  has  ever  oeen  said  that  eonquevt,  with  a  view 
of  extending  our  territory,  and  enlaving  our  do- 
minion, was  not  the  wish  of  this  Government. 
The  idea  of  this  Republic  following  the  foot* 
steps  of -ibreign  ambitious  nations,  was  so  repug- 
nant to  the  genius  of  the  American  people,  and 
the  Constitution  under  which  we  live,  that  few, 
if  any,  of  the  warmest  advocates  of  the  war 
dare  avow  it* 

The  pretenee  was  to  take,  or  rather  to  receive 


go  through  the  form  of  conquest  to  protect  them 
from  the  charge  of  treason  to  their  own  Gbvern- 
ment.  We  were  to  bold  Canada  until  peace 
should  return,  and  then  it  was  to  be  delivered  up 
in  exchange  for  maritime  rights.  And  this  it 
was  supposed  would  be  a  powerful  weapon  in 
our  l^aods  in  the  negotiation.  With  this  view 
the  bills  augmenting  the  Army,  raising  the  vol- 
unteers, and  transferring  the  militia;  passed.  By 
the  present  bill,  and  the  project  connected  with 
it,  the  original  plan  is  abandoned  with  the  volun- 
teers and  militia,  and  we  are  now  presented  with 
a  compound  system  of  conquest,  extermination, 
and  defence.  It  would  seem  with  the  force  of 
fif^y-five  thousand  regular  troops,  we  are  to  con- 
quer all  the  residue  of- North  America;  exter- 
minate every  tawny  infidei  this  side  the  Isthmus 
of  Darien,  and  defend  a  seacoast  many  hundred 
miles  in  extent  from  the  incursions  of  the  ene- 
my I  This  is  trulv  a  gigantic  project.  He  said 
he  could  not  give  (t  his  aid ;  aild  he  thought  some 
honorable  gentlemen  who  .voted  for  the  war 
would,  when'  Ihey  reflected  on  the  magnitude  of 
the  scheme  now  presented*,  seize  this  occasion  to 
retire,  unwilling  to  entail  oo  themselves  and  pos- 
terity the  etpense  and  ruin  which  would  flow 
from  the  project,  if  carried  into  execution. 

Sir,  the  bill  is  objectionable,  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  inadequate  to  the  obiects  intended,  even  if 
they  were  wise  and  desirable.  It  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  men  could  be  recruited ;  judging  from 
the  success  which  has  attended  the  enlistments  in 
the  old  Army  they  could  not  be.  But  supposing 
they  could  be  raised-  with  all  reasonable  speed, 
the  time  of  service  for  which  they  are  to  be  raised 
by  the  terms  of  the  bill,  was  such,  that  it  had 
been  clearly  shown,  they  could  not  be  disciplined 
and  irendered  fit  for  the  dotv  contemplated  before 
their  term  of  service  would  expire.  In  wiiich 
case,  they  will  be  Useless  for  the  objects  intended, 
and  we  incur  the  expense  for  nothing.  He  said 
he  mentioned  this  as  an  objection  to  the  bill,  not 
that  it  was  such  in  his  mind,  for  he  thought  the 
difficulty  of  carrying  it  into  effect  was  the  only 
thing  valuable  in  the  bill.  If,  however,  the  bill 
and  project  should  succeed,  he  said  it  would, 
in  his  opinion,  be  injurious  to  the  militia.  We 
have  been  told  on  former  occasions  that  the  mi- 
litia constitute  an  important  force,  thev  have  been 
styled  the  defence  of  the  country.  That  the  na- 
tion may  and  oug^t  principally  to  depend  on  them, 
as  from  them  security  may  be  expected  and  no 
danger  need  be  apprehended.  This  is  doubtless 
true,  and  would  prove  so  la  a  just  and  defensive 
war.  But  it  is  said  we  cannot  order  them  out  of 
the  United  States;  true*<-and  whv,  if  the  nation 
16  principally  to  depend  on  themi  Because,  sir, 
it  never  was  intended,  by  the  framers  of  our  Gov* 
ernment,  that  we  should  become  a  conquering 
nation ;  and  to  cheek  this  ambition,  this  guard 
was  put  on  that  force,  for  it  could  not  be  presumed 
this  nation  would  ever  consent  to  raise  a  large 
army  to  be  employed  in  foreign  conquest.    And 


Canada;  for  it  was  vainly  supposed  the  inhabi-  for  fall  Constitutional  emergencies^  the  militia 
tants  of  that  province  would  readily  join  our '  might  be  relied  on ;  and  we  ought  to  be  cautious, 
standard,  on  the  first  iatiutlon.    But  we  mvat  t  aot  to  create  u  f  tending  army,  able  to  control  and 
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arercome  the  militia  of  the  ooontrjr*  By  paiBiDg 
the  bill  aod  ratsiog  fifty-five  tfaousaiid  meD,  we 
Tirtuallv  say  to  the  militia,  you  are  useless^  you 
are  no  longer  to  be  trusted-^^tbey  are  despised, 
degraded,  and  neglected ;  they  are  no  longer  to 
be  regarded  as  the  national  strength  ;  we  say  we 
will  have  a  regular  army^  sofficient,  not  only  for 
conquest,  bat  to  suppress  insurrection  and  enforce 
the  laws.  Tbe  miliiia  being  thus  overawed  and 
controlled  by  regular  troops,  will  dwindle  into  in- 
significance, unless,  from  a  principle  of  self-de- 
fence, thev  should  be  roused  into  action.  But, 
air,  the  bill  is  objectionable  on  another  ground, 
perhaps  more  serious  and  solid ;  we  are  about  to 
increase  the  Army  to  fifty^ve  thousand  men. 
Is  it  safe  to  raise  so  large  an  army  in  this  country  ? 
May  there  not.be  even  more  dimcnlty  in  disband- 
ing them  than  there  is  in  raising  them  1  The 
whole  world  appears  at  this  moq^ent  to  be  actu- 
ated by  a  military  mania;  all  civil  Governments, 
eicept  our  own,  seem  to  be  prostrated,  and  Europe 
is  now  groaning  under  martial  law.  Military 
power  naturaUy  ffenerates  ambition ;  it  is  the 
pabulum  on  which  it  tbrives^*-it  is  the  element 
in  which  it  lives ;  a  large  army  raised  at  first  for 
defence  naturally  sighs  for  conquest.  Have  we 
any  security  ^gainst  these  effects?  We  have  no 
Wasbinqton,  who  by  his  native  majesty  could 
control  an  army,  aod  restrain  their  ardor  to  pa- 
triotic pursuits.^  Bur,  sir,  should  a  military  chief- 
tain rise  up  in  these  turbulent  times,  of  less  virtue 
and  more  selfishness  than  that  immortal  patriot, 
and  be  prompted  to  use  this  Army  for  purposes 
not  now  contemplated ;  and  should  this  host  fiod 
themselves  disappointed  in  their  pay,  an  event 
by  no  means  i|n possible  from  the  present  aspect 
of  afiairs,  may  we  not,  when  it  is  too  late,  fiod 
ourselves  conq  uered,  instead  of  Canada  1  Under 
the  apprehension  of  these  possible  dangers,  he 
said  he  must  withhold  his  assent  to  the  bill,  aod 
trust  to  his  constituents  to  justify  his  conduct. 
if  he  really  believed  the  bill  necessary  for  the 
safety  and  welfate  of  the  country,  he  would  give 
it  his  warmest  support. 

Sir,  it  has  been  suggested  that  certain  steps 
were -about  to  be  taken,  to  bring  on  apeace*  He 
said  be  would  with  great  pleasure  join  in  that 
object.  But  it  is  intimated  that  it  will  be  neees- 
aary  to  pursue  the  project  connected  with  the  bill, 
in  the  event  those  propositions  should  fail.  His 
answer  to  thjs  was,  tint:  If  the  propositions 
were  such  as  they  ought  'to  be,  they  could  not 
fail,  and  the  Army  would  be  unnecessary :  sec- 
ondly, he  doubted  whether  this  was  the  best 
mode  to  induce  the  aoceptaoce  of  pacific  propo- 
attioos.'  It  seems  to  imply  insinceritv  on  the  face 
of  iL  It  looks  as  if  we  ourselves  diet  not  believe 
they  would  be  accepted;  nor  was  it  the  most 
conciliatory  attitude  lor  pacific  negotiation. 

Sir,  said  he,  it  will  be  reooUected,  when  the 
proposition  for  this  national  tournament  first  came 
out,  it  was  stated  by  a  distinguished  gentleman, 
among  other  reasons,  why  this  nation  should  go 
to  war,  that  it  was  necessary  to  establish  its  char- 
acter, and  convince  other  nations  that  we  were  a 
Taliaat  and  courageous  people.    It  was  said,  they 


would  respect  us,  aud  be  more  oantioua  bow  they 
provoked  our  ire.  There  was  something  novM 
and  ingenious  in  the  idea;  but  he  confessed  it 
bad  little  weight  with  him,  as  a  reason  for  the 
war.  He  believed  tbe  evidence  of  national  valor 
was  already  engraved  on  tbe  tombs  of  departed 
h«poes,  and  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
Another  idea  had  been  suggested,  which  if  not  of 
less  weight  as  a  reason  was  at  least  more  sublime. 
He  said  he  meant  the  idea  of  fightiufr  for  glory. 
He  could  Qot,  he  said,  consent  to  involve  the 
country  in  carnage,  distress  and  ruin,  for  that 
phantom.  But  he  thought  even  on  this  point  we 
might  bo  satisfied.  ItJs  said  by  a  poet  of  some 
celebrity— 

**  Th'  extremes  of  glory  and  of  shame^ 
**  Like  East  and  W est,  become  the  same." 

We  have  arrived  at  the  acme  of  true  glory  on 
the  water,  and  he  would  leave  the  House  to  judge 
bow  Jar  we  were  removed  from  the  other  extreme 
on  land.  He  concluded  by -saying,  he  was  against 
the  bill — he  was  for  peftce. 

Mr.  ^uiNOY.-— Mr.  Speaker,  I  fear  tha^  the 
state  of  my  health  may  prevent  ray  doing  justice 
to  my  sentiments  concerniog  this  bill.  I  will, 
however,  make  the  attempt  though  I  should 
fail  in  it.' 

The  bill  proposes  that  20,000  men  should  be 
added  to  tbe  existing  Military  Establiehment. 
This,  at  present^  consists  of  35,000  men.  So  that 
the  effect  of  this  bill  is  to  place,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Executive,  aii  army  of  55,000.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  this  addition  is  wanted  either  for 
defence  or  for  the  relief  of  the  Indian  frootier. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  expressly  acknowledged 
that  the  present  establishment  is  sufficient  for 
both  of  those  objects.  Bat  the  purpose  for  which 
these  20,000  men  are  demanded  is,  the  invasion 
of  Canada.  This  is  unequivocailjr  avowed  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Military  Af- 
fairs, (Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMO,)  the  organ,  as  is 
admitted,  of  the  will  and  the  wishes  of  the 
American  Cabinet. 

The  bill,  therefore,  brings,  necessarily,  into 
deliberation,  the  conquest  of  Canada,  either  as 
an  object,  ia  itself  desirable,  or  consequentially 
advantageous,  by  its  effect,  ia  produeiog  an  early 
and  honorable  peacok 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  discussion  ci  tboee 
topics,  which  naturally  arise  from  this  state  of 
the  subject,  I  will  ask  your  inrdolgence,  for  one 
moflvent,  while  I  make  a  few  remarks  upon  this 
intention  of  the  Aaaerieau  Cabinet  thas  one* 
qui  vocally  avowed.  I  am  induced  to  thia  from 
toe  knowledge,  which  I  have,  that  this  design  is 
not  deemed  to  be  serious  by  some  men  of  both 
political  partis;  as  well  within  this  House  aa 
out  of  it.  I  know  that  some  of  the  friends  of  the 
present  Administration  do  consider  the  proposi- 
tion as  a  mere  feint,  made  for  the  purpose  of  put* 
ting  a  good  face  upon  things,  and  of  sureogthen- 
ing  tbe  hope  of  a  successful  negotiation,  by 
exciting  the  apprehensions  of  the  British  Cabinet 
for^the  fate  of'  their  colonies.  I  know,  also,  that 
some  of  those  who  are  opposed  in  poiitical  aenti- 
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meat  to  the  ntn  who  are  oowat  the  head  or| 
afiairs,  laugh  ac  these  ae  hemes  of  ioTasioD ;  a  ad 
deem  them  hardly  worth  coatroverajTi  oa  account 
of  their  opinion  of  the  imhecilitf  of  the  Amert- 
can  Cabinet^  and  the  emhanawmeDt  of  its  re- 
aources. 

I  am  anxioas  that  no  doubt  should  exist  upon 
this  subject  either  in  the  House  or  in  the  nation. 
Whoever  considers  the  object  of  this  bill  to  be 
any  other  than  that  which  has  been  a? owed,  is 
mistaken*  Whoever  belieres  this  bill  to  be  a 
means  of  peace,  or  anything  else  than  an  instru- 
ment of  vigorous  and  long  protracted  war,  is 
grievously  deceifed.  And  whoever  acts  under 
such  mistake,  or  such  ;deception,  will  have  to 
Umeat  one  of  the  grossest,  and  perhaps^  one  of 
the  most  critical  errors  of  his  political  life.  I 
warn,  therefore,  my  political  opponents;  those 
honest  men,  of  whom  I  know  there  are  some, 
who,  paying  only  a  general  attention  to  the 
course  of  public  affairs,  submit  the  guidance  of 
their  opinions  to  the  men  who  stand  ai  the  helm, 
not  to  vote  for  this  bill  under  any  belief  that  its 
o^ect  is  to  aid  negotiation  for  peace.    Let  such 

J  gentlemen  recur  to  their  past  experience  on  simi- 
ar  occasions.    They  will  find  that  it  has  been 
always  the  case,  whenever  any  obnoxious  meas- 
ure is  about  to  be  passed,  that  its  passage  is  assisted 
by  the  aid  of  some  such  collateral  suggestions. 
No  sooner  do  the  Cabinet  perceife  that  any 
potion,  which  they  intend  to  administer,  is  loathed 
by  a  eonsdderable  part  ^of  the  majority,  and  that 
their  apprehensions  are  alive  lest  it  should  have 
a  scouring  effect  upon  their  popularity,  than 
certain  under-operators  are  set  to  work,  whose 
business  it  is  to  amuse  the  minds,  and  beguile 
the  attention  of  the  patients  wliile  the  dose  is 
swallowing.    The  language  always  is:   '^ Trust 
the  Cabinet  doctors.  -The  medicine  will  not  op- 
erate as  you  imagine,  but  ouite  another  way." 
After  this  manner  the  Jioars  of  the  men  are  allayed, 
and  the  purposes  of  the  Administration  are  at^ 
tained  under  su^estioas  very  different  from  the 
true  motives.    Thus,  the  embargo*  which  has 
since  been  unequiyocally  acknowledged  to  have 
been  intended  to  coerce  ureat  Britaia,  was  adopt- 
ed, as  the  Eiecutive  asserted,.  ^'  to  save  our  es- 
sential xasoorees."    So,  also,  when  the  present 
war  was  declared  against  Qreat  Britain,  members 
of  the  House  were  known  to  slate  that  they  voted 
for  it  under  the  suggestion  that  ii  would  not  be 
a  war  of  ten  days ;  that  it  was  known  that  Mr. 
Foster  had  instructions  to  make  definitive  ar- 
rangements, in  his  pocket ;  and  that  the  United 
States  had  only  to  adraace  to  the  point  of  war, 
and  the  whole  business  would  be  settled. .  And  now 
an  army,  which,  in  point  of  numbers,  Cromwell 
might  envy,  greater  than  that  with  which  Gsssar 
paraedthe  Rubicon,  is  to  be  helped  through  a 
reluctant  Congress,  under  the  suggestion  of  its 
being  only  a  parade  foree,  to  make  negotiation 
successful ;  that  it  is  the  incipient  state  of  a  pro- 
ject for  a  grand  pacification  ! 

I  warn  also  my  poliucal  friends.  These  gen- 
tlemen are  apt  to  place  great  reliance  on  their 
own  iateiligaoce  and  sagacity.    Some  of  these 


will  tell  you  that  the  invasion  of  Canada  is  im- 
possible. They  ask  where  are  ihe  men — where 
is  the  money  to  be  obtained?  And  they  talk 
very  wisely  concerning  common  sense  and  com- 
mon prudence,  and  will  show,  with  much  learn- 
ing, how  this  attempt  is  an  offence  against  both 
the  one  and  the  other.  But,  sir,  it  has  been  my 
lot  to  be  an  observer  of  the  character  and  conduct 
of  the  men  now  ii^  power  for  these  eight  years 
past.  And  I  state,  without  hesitation,  that  no 
scheme  ever  was,  or  ever  will  be,  rejected  by 
them,  merely  on  account  of  its  running  counter 
to  the  ordinary  dictates  of  common  sense  and 
common  prudence.  On  the  contrary,  on  that 
very  account,  I  believe  it  more  likely  to  be  both 
suggested  and  adopted  by  them.  And,  what 
may  appear  a  paradoX)  for  that  very  reason,  the 
chance  is  rather  increased  that  it  will  be  suc- 
cessful. 

I  could  illustrate  this  position  twenty  ways. 
I  shall  content  myself  with  remarking  only  upon 
two  instances,  and  those  recent;  the  present  war, 
and  the  late  invasion  of  Canada.  When  war 
against  Great  Britain  was  proposed  at  the  last 
se^ion,  there  were  thousands  in  these  United 
States,  and  I  confess  to  you  I  was  myself  among 
the  number,  who  believed  not  one  word  of  the 
matter.  I  put  my  trust  in  the  old  fashioned  no- 
tions of  common  sense,  and  common  prudence. 
That  a  people,  which  had  been  laore  than  twenty 
years  at  peace,  should  enter  upon  hostilities 
against  a  people  which  had  been  twenty*  years  at 
war ;  that  a  nation,  whose  army  and  navy  were 
little  more  thaQ  nominal,  should  engage  in  a  war 
with  a  nation  possessing  one  of  the  best  appoint- 
ed armies  and  the  most  powerful  marine  on  the 
globe ;  that  a  country,  to  which  neutrality  had 
been  a  perpetnsl  harvest,  should  throw  that  great 
blessing  away  for  a  controversy  in  which  nothiikg 
was  to  be  gained,  aod.everyihtng  valuable  put  m 
jeopardy;  from  these,  and  innumerable  like  con- 
siderations, the  idea  seemed  so  absurd  that  i  never 
once  entertained  it  as  possible.  And  now,  after 
war  has  been  declared,  the  whole  affair  seems  so 
extraordinary  and  so  utterly  irreconcilable  to 
any  previous  suggestions  of  wisdom  and  duty, 
that  I  know  not  what  to  make  of  it  or  bow  to 
hisiievfi  it.  Even  at  this  moment  my  mind  is 
very  much  in  the  state  of  certain  Penaaylvaaia 
Germans,  t)f  whom  I  have  heard  it  asserted  that 
they  are  taught  to  believe,  by  their  political  load- 
ers, and  do  at  this  moment  consider  the  aillega* 
tioo,  that  war  is  at  present  existing  between  the 
United  States  andGhreat  Briuin,  to  be  a  "federal 
falsehood."  ^ 

It  was  just  so  with  respect  to  the  invasion  of 
Canada.  I  heard  uf  it  last  June.  I  laughed  at 
the  idea,  as  did  multitudes  of  others,  as  an  attempt 
too  absurd  for  serious  examination.  I  was  in  this 
case  .again  beset  by  common  sense  and  common 
prudeoce.  That  the  United  States  should  pre* 
cipitate  itsielf  upon  the  unoffending  people  of 
that  neighboring  colony,  unmindful  of  all  previ- 
ously subsisting  amities,  because  the  parent  State, 
three  thousand  miles  distant,  had  violated  some 
of  our  commeroiai  rights  j  that  w«  should  march 
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inland,  to  defend  oar  ships  and  seamen ;  that' with 
raw  troops,  hastily  collected,  miserably  appoint- 
ed, and  destitute  of  discipline,  we  should  invade 
a  country  defended  by  veteran  forces,  at  least 
equal,  in  point  of  numtiers,  to  the  invading  army ; 
that  bounty  should  be  offered  and  proclamations 
issued,  inviting  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  Power 
to  treason  and  rebellion,  under  the  influences  of 
a  quarter  of  the  country  upon  which  a  retort  of 
the  same  nature  was  so  obvious,  so  easy,  and,  in 
its  consequences,  so  awful;  in  every  aspect^  the  de- 
sign seemed  so  frapffht  with  danger  and  disgrace, 
that  it  appeared  aosolutely  impossible  that  it 
should  be  seriously  entertained.  Those,  how- 
ever, who  reasoned  after  this  maimer  were,  as 
the  event  proved^  mifiaken.  The  war  was  de- 
clared. Canada  was  invaded.  We  were  in  haste 
to  plunge  into  these  great  difficulties,  and  we  have 
now  reason,  as  well  as  leisure  enough,  for  regret 
and  repentance. 

The  £[reat  mistake  of  all  those,  who  reasoned 
concerning  the  war  and  the  invasion  of  Canada, 
and  concluded  that  it  was  impossible  that  either 
should  be  seriously  intended,  resulted  from  this, 
that  they  never  took  into  consideration  the  con- 
nexion of  both  those  events  with  the  great  election 
for  the  Chief  Magistracy  v^hich  was  then  pend- 
ing. It  never  was  sufficient!  v  considered  hy  them, 
that  plunging  into  war  witn  Qreat  Britain  was 
among  the  conditions  on  which  the  MippoTt  for 
the  Presidency  was  made  dependent.  They,  did 
not  understand,  that  an  invasion  of  Canada  was 
to  be  in  truth  only  a  mode  of  carrying  on  an 
electioneering  campaign.  ^  Bat  since  events  have 
explained  political  purposes,  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  seeing  the  connexions  between  projects  and 
interests.  It  is  now  apparent  to  the  most  mole- 
sighted  how  a  nation  may  be  disgraced,  and  yet 
a  Cabinet  attain  its  desired  honors.  All  is  clear. 
A  countrv  may  be  ruined,  in  making  an  Admin- 
istration happy.  \ 

I  said,  Ml*.  Speaker,  that  soeh  strange. schemes, 
apparently  irreconcileable  to  common  sense  and 
common  prudence,  were,  on  that  very  account, 
more  likely  to  be  successful.  Bir,  there  is  an  au- 
dacity, which  sometimes  stands  men  instead  both 
of  genius  and  strength.  And  most  assuredly,  he 
is  most  likely  toper  form  that  which  no  man  ever 
did  before,  and  will  never  be  likely  to  do  again, 
who  has  the  boldness  to  undertake  that,  which 
no  man  ever  thought  of  attempting,  in  tim*e  past, 
and  no  m^n  will  ever  think  of  attempting  in  time 
future.  I  would  not,  however,  be  understood  as 
intimating,  that  this  Cabinet  project  of  invasion 
is  impracticable,  either  as  it  respects  the  collec- 
tion of  means  and  instruments^  or  in  the  ultimate 
result.  On  the  contrary,  sir,  I  deem  both  very 
feasible.  Men 'may  be  obtained.  For  if  forty 
dollars  bounty  cannot  obtain  them^  an  hundred 
dollars  bounty  may,  and  the  intention  is  .explic- 
itly avowed  not  to  suffer  the  attainment  of  the 
desired  army  to  be  prevented  by  any  Tulgar 
notions  of  economy.  Mon^y  may  be  obtained. 
What,  by  means  of  the  increased  popularity,  de- 
rived from  the  augmontation  of  the  navy,  what, 
by  opening  subscription  offic^  in  the  interior  ,of 


the  country,  what,  by  larga  premiums,  the  cu- 
pidity of  the  moneyed  interest  may  be  tempted 
oeyond  the  point  of  patriotic  resistance,  and  all 
the  attained  means  being  diverted  to  toe  use  of 
the  army,  pecuniary  resources  may  be  obtained, 
ample  at  least  for  tne  first  year.  And.  tit^  let  an 
army  of  thirty  thousand  men  be  collected,  let 
them  be  put  under  the  command  of  a  popular 
leader,  let  them  be  officered  to  suit  his  purposes, 
let  them  be  flushed  with  victories,  and  see  the 
fascinating  career  of  military  glory  opening  upon 
them,  and  they  will  not  thereafter  ever  be  defi- 
cient in  resources.  It  the^  cannot  obtain  their 
pay  by  your  Totes,  they  will  collect  it  by  their 
own  bayonets ;  and  they  will  not  rigidly  obserye 
any  air-lines  or  water-lines  in  enforcing  their  ne- 
cessary levies  \  nor  be  stayed  by  abstract  specula- 
tions concerning  right,  or  learned  Constitutional 
difficulties* 

I  desire  therefore,  that  it  may  be  distinctly 
understood,  both  by  this  House  and  this  nation, 
that  it  is  my  uneqifiyocal  belief  that  the  inyaaion 
of  Canada,  which  is  avowed  by  the  Cabinet  to  be 
its  purpose,  is  intended  by  it;  that  continuance 
of  the  war  and  not  peace  is  its  project.  Yes,  sir, 
as  the  French  Emperor  said  concerning  ships  and 
colonies,  so  oar  Cabinet,  the  friends  of  the  French 
Bmperor,  may  say,  with  respect  to  Canada  and 
Halifax — ''  They  enter  into  the  scope  of  its  policy." 

[Mr.  QuiNCT  was  here  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
Hall,  of  Georgia,  for  intimating  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  were  friends  to  the  French 
Emperor. 

Mr.  QuiNCT  saidj  that-  he  understood  that  the 
relations  of  amity  did  sqbsist  between  this  country 
and  France,  and  that  in  such  a  state  of  things,  he 
had  a  right  to  speak  of  the  American  Cabinet  as 
friends  of  France,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had 
now  a  right  to  call  ihem  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  Spbakcr  said,  that  the  relations  of  amity 
certainly  did  subsist  between  this  country  and 
France,  and  that  be  did  not  conceiye  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Massachusetts  to  be  out  of  order  in  his 
expressions.  That  it  was  impossible  to  prevent 
gentlemen  from  expressing  themselves  so  as  to 
convey  an  inuendg.J 

Mr.  QfUiNOT  proceeded.*— If,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  and  his  political  friends 
would  take  one  thing  into  consideration,  he  and 
ihey  will  haye  no  reason  to  complain,  incase  the 
Cabinet  be  of  that  immaculate  nature  he  supposes. 
No  Administration,  no  man,  was  ever  materially 
injured  by  any  mere  ^inuendoJ*  The  atrength 
of  satire  is  the  justness  of  the  remark,  and  the 
only  sting  of  invective  is  the  truth  of  the  obwrya- 
tion. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  discuss  those  topics  which 
natorally  arise  out  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  examine  the  proposed  inyasion  of  Canada,  at 
three  different  points  of  yiew. 

1.  As  a  means  of  carrying  on  the  subsisting 
war. 

2.  As  a  meana  of  obtaining  jin  early  and  hon- 
orable peacew 

3.  As  a  meana  of  adyaacing  the  personal  and 
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local  pojecta  of  ambitioitof  tbe  members  of  the 
AmericftD  Cabioet. 

Concerniag  tbe  invasioii  of  Canada,  as  a  meaos 
of  carrviiig  on  tbe  subsisting  war,  it  is  my  duty 
to  speaK  plainly  and  decidedly,  not  only  because 
I  herein  express  my  own  opinions  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but,  as  I  conscientiously  believe,  the  senti- 
ments also  of  a  very  great  majority  of  that  whole 
section  of  country  in. Which  I  hare  the  happiness 
to  reside.  I  say  then,  sir,  that  I  consider  the  in- 
vasion of  Canada  as  a  means  of  carrying  on  this 
war,  as  cruel,  wanton,  senseless,  and  wicked. 

You  will  easily  understand,  Mr.  Speaker,  by 
this  very  statement  of  opinion,  that  I  Im  not  one 
of  that  class  of  politicians  whfch  has  for  so  many 
years  predominated  in  the  world,  on  both  sides  of 
the  Atlantic.  Yon  will  readily  i)elteve,  that  1 
am  not  one  of  those  who  worship  in  that  temple, 
where  Coodorcet  is  the  High  Priest  and  Machia- 
vel  tbe  Ood.  With  such  politicians  the  end  al- 
wajrs  sanctifies  the  means  ;•  the  least  possible  good 
to  themselves  perfectly  justffies,  according  to  their 
creed,  the  inflicting  the  greatest  possible  evil  upon 
others.  In  the  judgment  of  such  men,  if  a  cor- 
rupt Mttiisiry  at  three  thousand  miles  distance 
shall  have  dpne  them  an  injury,  it  is  an  lunple 
cause  to  viv it  with  desolation  a  peaceable  and  un- 
offending rfice  of  men,  their  neighbbrs,  who  bapr 
pen  to  be  associated  with  that  Ministry  by  ties  of 
mere  political  dependence.  What  though  these 
eoloniea  be  so  remote  from  tbe  sphere  of  the  ques- 
tions in  controversy,  that  their  ruin  or  prosperity 
could  have  bo  possible  influence  upon  the  result? 
What  though  their  cities  offer  no  plunder  ?  What 
though  their  conquest  can  yield  p.o  glory  ?  ■  In 
their  ruin  there  is  revenge.  And  revenge  to  such 
politicians  is  the  sweetest  of  all .  morsels.  With 
such  men,  neither  I  nor  the  people  of  that  section 
of  country  in  which  I  reside  hold  any  commu- 
nion^  There  is  between  us  and  them  no  one  prin- 
ciple of  sjrmpathy  either  in. motive  or  action.. 

That  wise,  moral,  reflecting  people,  which  con- 
stitute the  great  mass  of  the  population  of  Mas- 
sachtasetts— indeed,  of  all  New  England — look 
for  tbe  sources  of  their  political  4utiea  nowhere 
else  than  in  those  fountains  from  which  spring 
their  monil  duties.  Acpordinji;  to  their  estimate 
of  hsuatLu  life  and  its  obligations^  both  politieal 
and  moral  duties  emanate  from  the  nature  of 
things,  and  from  the  essential  and  eternal  rela- 
tion's wbictf  subsist  among  them*  True  it  ^,  that 
a  state  of  war  gives  the  right  to  seize  and  appro- 
priate the  properly  and  territories  of  an  enemy. 
True  it  is,  that  the  colonies  of  a  foreign  Power 
are  vieiired,  according  to  the  la  w  of  nations,  in  the 
light  of  Its  property.  But  in  estimating  the  pro- 
priety of  carryioff  desolation  into  the  peaceful 
abodes  of  their  neighbors,  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land will  not  limit  their  contemplation  to  the 
mere  eirciimstanee  ofubstract  right,  nor  ask  what 
lawyers  and  jurisprudists  have  written  or  said,  as 
if  this  was  conclusive  upon  the  subject.  That 
people  are  much  addicted  to  think  for  themselves, 
and  in  canvassing  the  propriety  of  such  an  inva- 
sion, they  will  consider  the  actual  condition  of 
those  colonies,  their  natural  relationa  to  us,  and 
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the  effect  which  their  conquest  and  ruin  will  have, 
not  omly  upon  the  people  of  those  colonies,  but 
upon  themselves,  and  their  own  liberties  and  Con- 
stitution. And  above  all,  wh^t  I  know  will  seem 
strange  to  some  of  those  who  hear  me,  they  will 
not  forget  to  appl^  to  a  case  occurring  between 
nations,  as  far  as  i»  practicable,  that  heaven-de- 
scended rule  which  the  great  author  and  founder 
of  their  religion  has  given  them  for  the  regulation 
of  their  conduct  towards  ech  other.  They  wiU 
consider  it  the  duty  of  these  United  States  to  act 
towards  those  colonies  as  they  would  wish  those 
colonies  to  act,  in  exchange  of  circumstances,  to- 
wards these  United  States. 

The  actual  condition  of  those  colonies,  and  tbe 
relation  in  which  they  stood  to  the  United  States 
antecedent  to  the  declaration  of  war,  were  ofihis 
nature.  Those  colonies  had  no  conneiion  with 
the  questions  in  dispute  between  us  and  their  pa<- 
rent  State,  They  had  done  us  no  injury.  They 
meditated  none  to  us.  Between  the  inhabitants 
of  those  colonies  aqd  tbe  citizeivi  of  the  United 
States,  the  most  friendlv  and  mutually  useful  in- 
tercourse subsisted.  The  borderers  on  this,  and 
thojse  oil  the  other  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
of  the  boundary  line,  scarcely  realized  that  they 
were  subjects  of  different  Govern  meats.  '  They 
interchanged  expressions  and  acts  of  civility. 
Intermarriages  took  place  among  them.  The  Ca- 
nadian sometimes  settled  in  the  United  States; 
sometimes  out  citizens  emigrated  to  Canada. 
After  the  declaration  of  war,  had  they  any  dispo- 
tion  to  assail  us  ?  We  have  the  reverse  Expressly 
in  evidence.  They  -desired  nothing  so  much  as 
to  keep  perfect  the  then,  subsisting  relations  of 
amity.  Would  the  conquest  of  those  colonies 
shake  the  policy  of  the  British  cabinet  1  No  man 
has  shown  it.  Unqualified  assertions,  it  is  true, 
have  been  made,  but  totally  unsupported  by  any 
evidence,  or  even  the  pretence  of  argument.  Oa 
the  contrary,  nothing  was  more  obvious  than  that 
an  invasion  of  Canada  mUst  strengthen  the  Mia* 
istry  of  Gkeat  Britain,  by  the  excitement  and  sym- 
pathy which  would  be  occasioned*  in  the  people 
of  that  country  in  coasequenee  of  the  sufferings 
of  the  innocent  inhabi tan ts  of  those  colonies,  on  ac- 
count of  a  dispute  in  which  they  had  no  concertt| 
and  of  which  they  had  scarcely  a  knowledge. 
All  this  was  anticipated — all  this  was  frequently 
urged  to  this  House,  at  the  last  and  preceding  ses- 
sions, as  the  necessary  effect  of  such  a  measure. 
The  event  has  justified  those  predictions.  ,Tha 
late  elections  in  Great  Britain  have  terminated 
in  tbe  complete  triumph  of  the  friends  of  the  Brit- 
ish Ministry,  In  effecting  this  change,  the  con- 
duct of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  Canada 
has  had,  undeniably,  a  mighty  influence,  by  the 
disgust  and  indignation  felt  by  the  British  people 
at  a  step  so  apparently  wanton  and  cruel. 

As  there  was  no  direct  advantage  to  be  hoped 
fi^om  the  conquest  of  Canada,  so  iilso,  there  was 
none  incidental.  Plunder  there  was  none^-at 
least,  none  which  would  pay  the  cost  of  the 
conquest.  Glory  there  was  none.  Could  seven 
j  minions  of  people  obtain  glory  by  precipitating 
I  themselves  upon  half^  a  million,  and  trampling 
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them  into  the  dust?  A  giant  obtflio  glory  by 
crushing  a  pigmy!  That  giant  mast  have  a 
pigmy's  spirit  who  could  reap,  or  hope,  glory 
trom  such  an  achievement. 

Surely  a  people,  with  whom  we  were  con- 
nected by  so  many  natural  and  adreacitious  ties, 
had  some  claims  upon  our'  humanity.    Surely 
if  our  duty  required  that  they  and  theirs  should 
be  sacrificed  to  our  interests  or  our  passions,  some 
regret  mingled  in  the  execution  of  our  purpose. 
We  postponed  the  decree  of  ruin  t^ntil  the  last 
moment.   We  hesitated — we  delayed  until  longer 
delay  was  dangerous.   Alas !  sir,  there  was  noth* 
ing  of  this  kind  or  character  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Cabinet.    The  war  had  not  yet  been  declared, 
when  General  Hull  had  his  instructions  to  put 
in  train  the  work  of  destruction.    There  was  an 
eagerness  for  the  blood  of  the  Canadiauii— a  head- 
long precipitation  for  their  ruin,  which  indicated 
anything  else  rather  than  feelings  of  humanit||r, 
or  visitings  of  nature,  on  account  of  their  condi- 
tion.   Our  armies  were  on  their  march  for  their 
frontier,  while  yet  peace  existed  between  this 
country  and  the  parent  State ;  and  the  in? asion 
was  obstinately  pursued,  after  a  knowledge  that 
the  chief  ground  of  controversy  was  settled,  by 
the  abandonment  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil;   and  after  nothing  remained   but  a  stale 
ground  of  dispute,  which,  however  important  in 
Itself,  was  of  a  nature  for  which  no  man  has  ever 
vet  pretended  that  for  it  alone  war  would  have 
been  declared.     Did  ever  one  Grovernment  ex- 
hibit towards  any  people  a  more  bloody  and  re- 
lentless spirit  of  rancour  ?    Tell  me  not  of  petty 
advantages — of  remote,  and,  possibly,  useful  con* 
tingeneies  which  mi^ht  arise  from  the  devasta- 
tion of  those  Colonies.    Show  any  advantage 
which  justifies  that  dreadful  vial  of  wrath  wliieh. 
if  the  intention  of  the  American  Cabinet  had^ 
been  fulfilled,  would,  at  this  day,  have  been  poured 
out  upon  the  heads  of  the  Canadians.    It  is  not 
owin^  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  American 
Administration,  if  the  bones  of  the  Canadians  are 
not  at  this  hour  mingled  with  the  ashes  of  their 
habitations.    It  is  easyenough  to  make  an  ex- 
case  for  any  purpose.  When  a  victim  is  destined 
to  he  immolated,  every  hedge  presents  ^sticks  for 
the  sacrifice.   The  lamb  who  stands  at  the  mouth 
of  the  stream,  will  always  trouble  the  water,  if  yon 
take  the  account  of  the  wolf  who  sunds  at  the 
source  of  it.    But  show  a  good  to  us  bearing  any 
proportion  to  the  multiplied  evils  proposed  to  be 
visited  upon  them.     There  is  tione.-  Never  was 
there  an  invasion  of  any  country  worse  than  this, 
in  point  of  moral  principle,  since  the  invasion  of 
the   West  Indies  by  the  Boqcaneers,  or  that  of 
the  United  States  by  Captain  Kidd.     Indeed, 
both  Kidd  and  the  Buccaneers  had  moreapology^ 
for  their  deed  than  the  American  Cabinet.  .They 
had  at  Least  the  hope  of  plunder;  but  in  this  case 
there  is  i^ot  even  the  poor  refuge  of  cupidity. 
We  have  heard  great  lamentations  about  the  dis- 
grace of  our  arms  on  the  frontier.    Why,  sir,  the 
disgrace  of  our  arms  on  the  frontier  is  terrestrial 
glory,  in  comparison  with  the  disgrace  of  the 
attempt.    The  whole  atmosphere  rings  with  the 


utterance,  from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  of 
this  word •" glory'' — "glory"  in  connexion  with 
this  invasion.  What  glory?  Is  it  the  glory  of 
the  tiger  which  Kfts  his  jaws,  all  foul  and  bloody, 
from  the  bowels  Of  his  victim^  and  roars  for  his 
companions  of  the  wood  to  come  and  witness  bis 
prowess^  and  his  spoils  7  Such  is  the  glorv  of 
Ginghis  Khan,  and  of  Bonaparte.  Be  such  giorf 
far,  very  far,  from  my  country.  Never,  never 
may  it  be  accursed  with  such  fame. 

«  Fame  is  no  plant  that  ^ows  on  mortal  soQ, 
Nor  in  the  glistering  ibil 
'Set  ofi'to  the  world,  nor  in  broad  rumor  ties, 
But  lives  and  spreads  aloft,  by  those  pure  eyes, 
And  perfect  witness  of  all-judging  Jove, 

'  As  he  prononnces  lastly  on  each  deed." 

May  sach  fame  as  this  be  my  country's  meed ! 

Bht  the  wise  and  thoughtful  people  Of  oar 
Northern  section  will  confine  their  reflections  to 
the  duties  which  result  from  the  actual  coodition 
of  those  Colonies,  and  their  general  relations  to 
the  United  States;  they  will  weigh  the  duties 
the  people  of  the  United  States  owe  to  themselves, 
and  contemplate  the  effect  which  the  subjugation 
of  those  Canadians  will  have  upon  o^r  own  liber- 
tieti  and  Constitution.  Sir,  it  requires  but  little 
experience  in  the  nature  of  the  human  character, 
and  bat  a  very  limited  acquaintance  with  the 
history  of  man,  to  be  satisfied  that  with  the  con- 
quest of'  the  Canadas,  the  liberties  and  Constitu- 
tion of  this  country  perish. 

Of  all  nations  in  the  world,  this  nation  is  the 
last  which  ousht  to  admit,  among  its  purposes, 
the  design  of  foreign  conquests.  States  sUch  as 
are  these,  connected  by  ties  so  peculiar;  into 
whose  combination  there  enters  necessarily  nu- 
merous jealousies  and  fears  ;  whose  iiiteresrs  are 
not  always  reconcileable ;  and  the  passions,  edu- 
cation, and  character  of  whose  people,  on  many 
accounts,  are  repugnant  to  each  other ;  with  a 
Constitution  made  merely  for  defence;  it  is  im- 
possible that  an  association  of  independent  Sov- 
ereignties, standing  in  such  relations  to  each 
other,  should  not  have  the  principles  of  its  union, 
and  the  hopes  of  its  Constitution,  materially  af- 
fected by  the  collection  of  a  large'militarv  force, 
and  it^  employment  io  the  subjugation  or  neigh- 
horing  territories.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  an  armv 
collected  in  such  a  slate  of  society  as  that  which 
exists  in  this  country,  where  wages  are  high  and 
subsistence  easily  to  be  obtained,  must  be  com- 
posed, so  far  as  respects  the  soldiery,  for  the  moat 
part  of  the  refuse  of  the  country  ;  and  as  respects 
the  officers,  with  some  honorable  exceptions  in- 
deed, must  consist,  in  a  considerable  degree,  of 
men  desperate  sometimes  in  fortune,  at  othera  io 
reputation;  '^ choice  spirits;"  men  ^ tired  of  the 
.dull  pursuits  of  civil  life,"  who  have  not  virtue 
or  talents  to  rise  in  a  calm  and  settled  state  of 
things,  and  who,  all  other  means  of  advancement 
or  support  wanting  or  failing,  take  to  the  sword. 
A  body  of  thirty  or  fifty  thousand  such  men,  com- 
bined, armpd,  and  under  a  popular  leader,  is  a  very 
formidable  force.  They  want  only  discipline  and 
service  to  make  them  veterans.    Opportunity  to 
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acquire  these,  Canada  will  afford.  The  army 
which  advances  to  the  walls  of  Qoebec,  in  the 
present  condition  of  Canadan  preparation,  mast 
ve  reterab.  And  a  veteran  army,  under  a  popu- 
lar leader,  flushed  with  Tictorjr,  each  individual 
realizing,  that  while  the  body  remains  combined, 
he  may  be  something,  and  posssibly  very  great ; 
that  if  dissolved,  he  sinks  into  insignificance ; 
will  not  be  disbanded  by  vote.  They  will  eon- 
salt  with  one  another^  and  with  their  beloved 
chieftain,  upon  this  subject;  and  not  trouble 
themselves  about  the  advice  of  the  old  people 
wl^o.are  knitting;  and  weaving  in  the  chimney 
corners  at  Washington. '  Let  the  American  peo- 
ple receive  this  as  an  tfndoubted  truth,  which 
experience  will  rerify.  Whoever  plants  the 
American  standard  6n  the  walls  of  Cluebee,  con- 
quers it  for  himself,  and  hot  for  the  people  of. 
the  United  States.  Whoever  lives  to  see  that 
event — may  my  head  be  low  in  the  dust  before  it 
happen  ! — will  witness  a  dynasty  established  in 
that  country  by  the  sword.  He  will  see  a  King 
or  an  Emperor,  dukedoms  and  earldoms,  and 
baronies,  distributed  to  the  officers,  an4  knights' 
fees  bestowed  on  the  soldiery.  Such  an  army 
will  not  trouble  itself  about  geoffraphi/sal  lines,  in 
portioning  out  the  divisions  of  its  new  empire; 
aad  will  run  the  parallels  of  its  power  by  other 
steel  than  that  of  the  compass.  When  that 
event  happens,  the  people  or  New  England,  if 
they  mean  to  be  free,  mfust  have  a  force  equalto 
defend  themselves  against  such  an  army.  And 
a  military  force  equal  to  t|iis  object  will  itself  be 
able  to  enslave  the  country.     ^ 

Mr.  Speaker— When  I  contemplate  the  charac- 
ter and  consequences  of  this  invasion  of  Canada ; 
when  I  reflect  upon  its  criminality  and  hs  danger 
to  the  peace  and  liberty  of  this  once  happy  coun- 
try ;  I  thank  the  great  Author  and  Source  of  aji 
virtue, -that  through  His  grace  that  section  of 
country  in  which  I  have  the  happiness  to  reside, 
is,  in  so  great  a  degree,  free  from  the  iniquity  of 
this  transgression.  I  speak  it  with  prid^,  the  peo- 
ple of  that  section  have  done  what  they  could  to 
vindicate  themselves  and  their  children  from  the 
burden  of  this  sin.  That  whole  section  has  risen, 
almost  as  one  man,for  the  purpose  of  driving  from 
power,  by  one  sreat  Constitutional  efibrt,  the 
guilty  authors  of  this  war.  If  they  have  failed, 
It  has  not  been  through  the  want  of  will  or  of 
exertion,  but  in  consequence  of  the  weakness  of 
their  political  power.  When  in  the  usual  course 
of  Divine  Providence,  who  punishes  nations  as 
well  as  individuals,  His  destroying  angel  shall  on 
this  account  pass  over  this  country — and  sooner 
or  later,  pass  it  will^ — I  may  be  permitted  to  hope 
that  over  New  England  his  hand  will  be  stayed. 
Our  souls  are  noc  steeped  in  the  blood  which  has 
been  shed  in  this  war.  The  spirits  of  the  unhap- 
py men  who  have  been  sent  to  an  untimely  audit, 
have  borne  to  the  bar  of  divine  justice  no  accnsa- 
tions  against  us. 

This  opinion,  concerning  the  principles  of  this 
invasion  of  Canada,  is  not  peculiar  to  me.  Mul- 
titudes who  approve  the  war,.detest  it.  I  believe 
this  sentiment  is  entertained,  without  distinction 


of  parties,  by  almost  all  the  moral  sense,  and  nine- 
tenths  of  the  inteliigence,  of  the  whole  northern, 
section  of  the  United  States.  I  know  that  men 
from  that  quarter  of  the  country  will  tell  you 
difierently.  Stories  of  a  very  different  kind  are 
brought  by  all  those  who  come  trooping  to  Wash- 
ington for  place^  appointments,  and  emoluments ; 
men  who  will  say  anything  to  please  tl\eear,  or  do 
anything  to  please  the  eye  of /Majesty^  for  the 
sake  of  those  fat  contracts  and  gifts  which  it 
scatters ;  men  whose  fathers,  brothers,  and  cousins, 
are  provided  for  by  the  Departments ;  whose  full- 
grown  children  are  at  suck  at  the  money-distil- 
ling breasts  of  the  Treasury;  the  little  men  who 
sigh  after  great  offices;  those  who  have  judseshlps 
in  haOd  or  judgeships  in  promise  ;  toads  that  live 
upon  the  vapor  of  the  palace  that  swallow  great 
men's  spittle  at  the  levees ;  that  stare  and  wonder 
at  all  the  fine  sights  which  they  see  tl^ere;  and 
most  of  all  wonder  at  themselves — how  they  ffot 
there  to  see  them.  These  men  will  tell  you,  that 
New  Eiigiand  applauds  this  invasion. 

But.  Bar.  Speaker,  look  at  the  elections.  What 
is  the  language  they  speak  f  The  present  tenant 
of  thf  Chief  Magistracy  rejected,  by  that  whole 
section  of  country,  with  the  exception  of  a  single 
State,  unanimously.  And  for  whom  ?  In  favor  of 
a  man,  out  of  the  circle  of  his  own  State,  without 
much  influence,  and  personallyalmost  unknown, 
tn  favor  of  a  man  against  whom  the  prevailing 
influence  in  New  England  had  previously  strong 
political  prejudices;  and  with  whom, at  the  time 
of  giving  him  their  support,  they  had  no  political 
understanding ;  in  favor  oi  a  man  whose  merits, 
whatever  in  other  respects  they  might  be,  were 
brought  into  notice,  in  the  first  instance,  chiefly 
so  far  as  that  election  was  concerned,  by  their 
opinion  of  the  utter  want  of  merit  of  the  man 
whose  re-election  they  opposed. 

Among  the  causes  or  that  universal  disgust 
which  pervaded  all  New  England,  at  the  Admin- 
istration dnd  its  supporters,  was  the  general  dis- 
like and  contempt  01  this  invasion  of  Canada.  I 
have  takeii  some  pains  to  learn  the  sentiments 
which  prevail  on  this  subject  in  New  England, 
and  particularly  among  its  yeomanry,  the  pride 
and  the  hope  of  that  country.  I  have  conversed 
With  men,  resting  on  their  spades  and  leaning  on 
the  handles  of  their  plooffhs,  while  they  relaxed 
for  a  momeht  from  tne  labor  by  which  they  sup- 
port their  families,  and  which  gives  such  a  har- 
dihood and  character  to  their  virtues^  Thejf 
asked—'*  What  do  we  want  of  Canada  1  We 
'  have  land  enough.     Do  we  want   plunder  1 

*  There  is  not  enough  of  that  to  pay  the  cost  of  get- 
'  ting  it.    Are  onr  Ocean  rights  there?    Or  is  it 

*  there  our  seamen  are  held  in  captivity  ?  Are 
'  new  States  desired  ?    We  have  plenty  of  those 

*  already.  Are  they  to  be  held  as  conquered  tcr* 
'ritories?  This  will  require  an  army  there. 
'  Then,  to  be  safe,  we  must  have  an  army  here. 

*  And  with  a  standing  army,  what  security  for 

*  our  liberties?*' 

These  are  no  fictitious  reasonings.  They  are 
the  suggestions  I  donbt  not  of  thousands  and  tens 
of  thoasands  of  oar  hardy  New  England  yeo* 
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manry ;  men  who,  whea  their  country  calls,  at 
any  wise  and  real  exigency,  will  start  from  their 
Dative  soils  and  throw  their  shields  over  their  lib- 
erties, like  the  soldiers  of  Cadmu«,  ^'armed  incom- 
plete steel ;''  yet  men,  who  have  heard  the  winding 
of  yonr  horn  to  the  Canada  campaign,  with  the 
same  apathy  and  indifference  with  which  they 
would  hea^  in  the  streets  the  trilling  of  a  jews- 
harp,  or  the  twirring  of  a  banjo. 

The  plain. truth  is,  that  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land have  DO  desire  for  Canada.  Their  moral 
sentiment  does  not  justify,  and  they  will  not  coun- 
tenance its  invasion.  I  have  thus  stated  the 
grounds  on  which  they  deem,  and  I  have  felt 
myself  bound  to  maintain,  that  this  contemplated 
invasion  of  that  territory  is,  as  it  respects  the 
Canadians,  wanton  and  cruel;  because  it  inflicts 
the  greatest  imaginable  evils  on  them,  without 
any  imaginable  benefit  to  us;  that,  as  it  respects 
the  United  States,  such  an  invasian  is  seaseless, 
because,  ultimately,  ruinous  to  opr  own  political 
safety ;  and  wicked,  because,  it  is  an  abuse  of  the 
biessini^s  of  Divine  Providence,  and  a  manifest 
perversion  of  His  multiplied  bouuties,  to  the  pur- 
pose of  desolating  an  innocent  and  unoffending 
people. 

1  shall  now  proceed  to  the  next  view  I  proposed 
to  take  on  this  project  of  invading  Canada^  and 
consider  it  in  the  light  of  a  means  to  obtain  an 
early  and  honorable  peace.  It  is  said,  and  this  is 
the  whole  argument  in  favor  of  this  invasion,  in 
this  asnect,  that  the  only  way  to  negotiate  suc- 
cessfully with  Great  Britain,  is  to  appeal  to  her 
fears  and  raise  her  terrors  for  the  fate  of  her  col- 
onies. I  shall  here  say  nothisf  concerning  the 
difficulties  of  executing  this  scneme;  nor  about 
the  possibility  of- a  deficiency  both  in  men  and 
money.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  disgust  of  all 
JNew  England,  nor  on  the  influence  of  this  disgust 
with  respect  to  your  efforts.  I  will  admit,  for  the 
present)  that  an  army  may  be  raised,  and  that 
during  the  first  years  it  may.  be  supported  by 
loans,  and  that  afterwards  it  will  support  itself 
by  bayonets.  I  will  adroit  farther,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  that  success  is  possible  and  that  Great 
Britain  realizes  the  practicability  of  it.  Now,  all 
this  being  admitted,  I  Aiaintaio  that  the  surest  of 
all  poissible  ways  to  defeat  any  hope  from  nego- 
tiation, is  the  threat  of  such  an  invasion^  and  an 
active  preparation  to  execute  it.  Those  must  be 
Tery  young  politicians,  their  pin-feathers  not  yet 
grown,  and  however  they  may  flutter  on  this  floor, 
they  are  not  yet  fledged  for  any  high  or  di»tant 
flight,  who  think  that  threats  add  appealing  to 
fear  are  the  ways  of  producing  a  disposition  to 
negotiate  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  nation 
wEieh  understands  what  it  owes  to  its  own  safely 
and  honor.  No  nation  can  yield  to  threat,  what 
it  might  yield  to  a  sense  of  interest ;  because,  in 
that  case,  it  has  no  credit  for  what  it  grants,  and 
what  is  more,  loses  something  in  point  of  reputa- 
tion, from  the  imbecility  which  concessions  made 
undersuch  circumstances  indicate.  Of  all  nations 
in  the  world,  Great  Britain  is  the  last  to  yield  to 
considerations  of  fear  and  terror.  The  whole  his- 
tory of  the  British  nation  is  one  tissue  of  facts, ' 


tending  to  show  the  spirit  with  which  she  meeta 
all  attempts  to  bully  and  brow-beat  her  into^mea* 
sores  inconsistent  with  her  interests  or  her  policy^ 
No  nation  ever  before  made  such  sacrifices  of  the 
present  to  the  future.  No  nation  ever  built  her 
greatness  more  systematically,  on  the  principles 
of  a  haughty  self-respect,  which  yields  nothing  to 
suggestions  of  danger,  and  which  never  permits 
either  her  ability  or  inclination  to  maintain  her 
rights  to  be  suspected.  Id  all  negotiations,  there- 
fore, with  that  Power,  it  may  he  taken  as  a  cer- 
tain truth,  that  your  chance  of  failure  is  just  in 
proportion  to  the  publicity  and  obtrusiveness  of 
threats  and  appeals  to  fear. 

The  American  Cabinet  understands  all  this 
very  well,  although  this  House  may  not.  Tbeii 
policy  ia  founded  uion  it.  The  project  of  thia 
bill  is  to  put  at  a  still  further  distance  the  chance 
of  amicable  arrangement,  in  consequenoe  of  the 
dispositions  which  the  threat  of  invasion  of  their 
colonies,  and  attempt  to  execute  it,  will  excite  in 
the  Britisn  nation  and  Ministry.  I  have  some 
claim  to  speak  concerning  the  policy  of  the  men 
who  constitute  the  American  Cabinet.  For  eight 
years  I  have  studied  their  history,  characters,  and 
interests.  I  know  no  reason  why  I  should  judge 
them  severely,  except  such  as  arise  from  those 
inevitable  conclusion^,  which  avowed  principles 
and  distinct  conduct  have  impressed  upon  the 
mind.  I  say,  then,  sir,  without  hesitation,  that 
in  my  judgment,  the  embarrassments  of  our  re- 
lations with  Great  Britain,  and  keeping  alive  be- 
tween this  country  and  that  a  root  of  bitterness, 
has  been,  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  a  main  prin- 
ciple of  the  policy  of  this  American  Cabinet. 
Tney  want  not  a  solid  settlement  of  our  differ- 
ences, if  the  nation  will  support  them  in  it,  they 
will  persevere  in  the  preaent  war.  If  it  will  not, 
some  general  arrangements  will  be  the  reeort, 
which  will  leave  open  opportunities  for  discord  ; 
which  on  proper  ocoaatons  will  be  improved  by 
them.  I  shall  give  my  reasons  for  this  opinion. 
I  wish  no  sentiments  of  mine  to  hare  influence 
any  farther  than  the  reasons  upon  which  they 
are  founded  justify.  They  are  pttblic  reasons^ 
arising  from  undeniable  Ucta;  the  nation  will 
judge  for  itself. 

The  men  who  now,  and  who,  for  these  tweire 
years  past,  have,  to  the  misfortune  of  this  country, 
f^uided  its  councils  and  directed  its  destinies,  came 
into  power  on  a  tidcj  which  was  raised  and  sup- 
ported by  elements  constituted  of  British  preju- 
dices and  British  antipathies.  The  parties  which 
grew  up  in  this  nation  took  their  or^in  and  form 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  treaty  negotia- 
ted by  Mr.  Jay,  in  1794.  The  opposition  of  that 
day,,  of  ^which  the  men  now  in  power  were  (he 
leaders,  availed  themselves,  very  dexterously,  of 
the  relics  of  that  hatred  towards  the  Qritish  name 
which  remained  after  the  Revolutionary  war. 
By  perpetually  blowing  up  the  embers  of  the  an- 
cient passions,  they  excited  a  flame  in  the  nation ; 
and  by  systematically  directing  it  against  the  hon- 
orable men  who  at  that  time  conducted  its  affairs, 
the  strength  and.  influence  of  those  men  were  im- 
paired.  The  embarrassments  with  France,  which 
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succeeded,  in  1798  and  1799,  were  turned  to  the 
same  account.  Unfortunately,  those  who  then 
•condocted  the  public  affairs  attended  less  to  the 
appearance  of  things,  than  to  their  measures ;  and 
considered  more  what  was  due  to  their  country 
than  was  prudent^  in  the  state  of  the  prejudices 
and  jealousies  of  the  people,  thus  artfully  excited 
against  them.  They  w^t  od,  in  the  course  they 
deemed  right,  regardless  of  personal  consequen- 
ces, and  blind  to  the  evidences  of  discontent  which 
surronnded  them.  The  consequences  are  well 
known.  The  supreme  power  in  these  United 
States  passed  into  the  hands  which  now  possess 
it ;  in  which  it  has  been  continued  down  to  the 
present  ttme«  The  transfer  of  power  was  effect- 
ed, undeniably,  principally  on  the  Ter7  ground  of 
those  prejudices  and  antipathies  which  existed  in 
the  nation  against  Great  Britain ;  and  which  had 
been  artfully  fomented  by  the  men  now  in  power, 
-and  their  adherents,  atad  directed  against  their 
predecessors.  These  prejudices  and  passions  con- 
stitute the  main  pillar  oithe  power  of  these  men. 
In  my  opinion,  they  never  will  permit  it  to  be 
wholly  taken  away  from  them.  They  never  will 
permit  the  people  of  this  country  to  look  at  them 
and  their  political  opponents,  free  of  that  jaun- 
dice with  which  they  have  carefully  imbued  the 
Tision  of  their  own  partisans.  They  never  will 
consent  to  be  weighea  in  a  balance  of  mere  merits ; 
but  will  always  take  care  to  keep  in  reserve  some 
portion  of  these  British  antipathies,  to  throw  as 
4  make-weight  into  the  opposite  scale,  whenever 
they  find  their  own  sinking.  To  continue,  mul- 
tiply, strengthen,  and  extend  these  props  of  their 
power,  has  been,  still  is,  the  object  of  the  daily 
studjr  and  the  nightly  vigils  of  our  American 
Cabinet.  ]^or  this  the  British  Treaty  was  permit- 
ted to  expire  by  its  own  limitation ;  notwithstand- 
ing the  state  of  things  whi(ih  the  Treaty  of  Amiens 
had  produced  in  Europe  was  so  little  like  perma- 
nent peace^  that  the  occurrence  of  the  fact,  on 
which  the  force  of  that  limitation  depended,  might 
•easily  have  been  questioned,  with  but  little  violence 
to  the  terms,  and  in  perfect  conformity  with  its 
spirit.  For  this  a  renewal  of  the  Treaty  of  1794 
was  refused  by  our  Cabinet,  although  proffered 
by  the  British  Qovernment.  For  this  the  treaty 
negotiated  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinknev  in 
ISO!  was  rejected.  For  this,  in  1811,  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  were  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury 
to  John  Henry,  for  tha  obvious  purpose  of  e,n- 
■abling  the  American  Cabinet  to  calumniate  their 
political  opponents,  on  this  ver^  point  of  British 
influence,  upon  the  eve  of  elections,  occurring  in 
Massachusetts^  on  the  event  of  which  the  perpet- 
uation of  their  own  power  was  materially  de- 
pendent. 

Mr.  -Speaker,  such  men  as  these  never  will 
permit  a  state  of  things  to  pass  away,  so  es- 
sential to  their  influence.  Be  it  peace  or  war, 
arrangement  or  hostility,  the  association  of  these 
British  antipathies  in  the  minds  of  the  mass  of 
the  community,  with  the  characters  of  their  po- 
litical opponents,  constitutes  the  great  magazine 
^f  their  power.  This  composes  their  whole  polit- 
ical larder.    It  is,  like  Lord  Peter's  brown  loaf, 


their  "beef,  mutton,    veal   venison,   partridge, 
plum-puddin|^^  and  custard.'' 

From  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  British 
TreatjT  of  1794,  and  the  refusal  to  renew  it,  the 
American  Cabinet  have  been  careful  to  precede 
negotiation  with  some  circumstance  or  other, 
calculated  to  make  it  fail,  or  at  least  to  make  a 
successful  result  less  certain.  Thus  in  1806,  when, 
from  the  plunder  of  commerce,  by  British  cruisers, 
a  negotiation,  notwithstanding  the  obvious  reluc* 
tance  of  the  Cabinet  was  forced  upon  them,  by 
the  clamors  of  the  merchants,  the  non-importa- 
tion law  of  April,  in  that  year,  was  obtruded  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  In  the  course  of  the 
debate  upon  that  law,  it  Was  opposed  upon  this 
very  ground,  that  it  was  an  obstacle  to  a  success- 
ful negotiation.  It  was  advocated,  like  the  bill 
now  under  discussion,  as  an  aid  to  successful  ne- 
gotiation. It  was  also  said,  by  the  opponents  of 
the  law  of  1806,  that  Great  Britain  would  not 
negotiate  under  its  operation,  and  that  arrange- 
ment, uttempted  under  proper  auspices,  could  not 
be  difficult,  from  the  known  interests  and  incli- 
nations of  that  nation.  What  was  the  conse- 
quence? Precisely  that  which  was  anticipated. 
Th^  then  President  of  the  United  States  was  ne- 
cessitated to  come  to  this  House,  aud  recommend 
a  suspension  of  the  operatioa  of  that  law,  upoa 
the  opedly  avowed  ground  of  its  being  expedient 
to  five  that  evidence  of  a  conciliatory  disposition ; 
really,  because,  if  permitted  to  continue  in  opera^ 
tion,  negotiation  was  found  to  be  impracticable. 
After  the  -suspension  of  that  law,  a  treaty  was 
formed.  The  merits  of  that  treaty,  it  is  not  within 
the  scope  of  my  present  argument  to  discuss.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say,  it  was  deemed  good  enough 
to  receive  the  sanction  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinkney.  It  arrived  in  America,  and  was  reject- 
ed by  the  authority  of  a  single  individual;  appa- 
rently because  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  arrange- 
ment about  impressment.  Really,  because  a  set- 
tlement with  Great  Britain,  at  that  time,  did  not 
"  enter  into  the  scope  of  the  policy"  of  the  Amer- 
ican Cabinet.  The  negotiation  was  indeed  re- 
newed, but  it  was  followed  up  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  non-importation  law,  and  the  enact- 
ment of  the  embargo.  Both  which  steps  were 
stated  at  the  time,  as  they  proved  afterwards,  to 
be  of  a  nature  to  make  hopieless  successful  nego- 
tiation. 

In  this  state  the  Executive  power  of  this  nation 
formally  passed  into  new  hands,  but  substantially 
remained  under  the  old  principles  of  action,  and 
subject  to  the  former  influences.  It  was  desirable 
that  a  fund  of  popularity  should  be  acouired  for 
the  new  Administration.  Accordingly  an  ar- 
rangement was  made  with  Mr.  Erskine,  and  no 
questions  asked,  concerning  the  adequacy  of  his 
powers.  But,'  lest  this  circumstance  should  not 
defeat  the  proposed  arrangement,  a  clause  was  in- 
serted in  the  correspondence  containing  an  insult 
to  the  British  Government,  offered  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  such  as  no  man  ever  gave  to  a  private 
individual  whom  he  did  not  mean  to  offend.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  said,  in  so  many 
words,  to  the  person  at  the  head  of  that  Govern- 
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mcDt,  that  he  did  not  UDderstand  what  belooged 
to  his  own  honor,  as  well  as  it  was  understood  by 
the  President  himself.    The  effect  of  such  Ian- 

fuage  was  natural^  it  was  necessary ;  it  could  not 
ut  render  the  British  Government  averse  to  sanc- 
tion Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement.  The  effect  was 
anticipated  by  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  then  acting  as 
Secretary  of  State.  He  objected  to  its  being  in- 
serted, but  it  was  done  in  the  "President's  own  hand- 
writing. As  Mr.  Erskine's  authority  was  denied 
iy  the  British  Government,  it  is  well  known  that, 
in  fact,  on  the  point  of  this  indignity,  the  fate  of 
that  arrangement  turned.  Can  any  one  doubt 
that  our  Cabinet  meant  that  it  should  have  this 
effect  ?  I  send  you  word,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have 
agreed  with  your  messenger,  and  wish  you  to  rat- 
ily  it.  I  think  you,  however,  no  gentleman,  not- 
withstanding; and  that  you  do  not  understand,  as 
well  as  I,  what  is  "  due  to  your  own  honor.'^  What 
think  you,  sir  ?  Woula  you  ratify^  soch  an  ar- 
rangement, if  you  could  help  it  ?  t)oes-  a  proffer 
of  settlement,  connected  with  such  language,  look 
like  a  disposition  or  an  intention  to  conciliate? 
I  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind  on  the 
point. 

The  whole  state  of  the  relations,  induced  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  emtwrgo  and  restrictive  systems, 
was^  in  fact^  a  standing  appeal  to  the  fears  of  the 
British  Cabinet.  For,  notwithstanding  those  sys- 
tems were  equal  in  their  terms,  so  far  as  they  af- 
fected foreign  Powers,  vet  their  operation  was 
notoriously  almost  wholly  upon  Great  Britain. 
To  yield  to  that  pressure,  or  to  anything  which 
should  foster,  in  this  country,  the  idea  that  it  was 
an  effectual  weapon  of  hostility,  was  nothing 
more  than  conceding  that  she  was  aependent  upon 
tis.  A  concession,  which,  when  once  made  by 
her,  was  certain  to  encourage  a  resort  to  it  by  us 
on  every  occasion  of  difficulty  between  the  two 
nations.  Reasoning,  therefore,  upon  the  known 
nature  of  things,  and  the  plain  interests  of  Great 
firitaio,  it  was  foretold  tnat,  during  its  contin- 
uance, she  would  concede  nothing.  And  the  event 
has  justified  these  predictions.  But,  the  circum- 
stance the  most  striking,  and  that  furnishing  the. 
most  conclusive  evidence  of  the  indisposition  of 
the  American  Cabinet  to  peace^  and  their  deter- 
mination to  carry  on  the  war.  is  that  connected 
with  the  pretended  repeal  of  tne  French  decrees, 
in  November,  1810,  and  the  consequent  revival, 
in  1811,  of  our  restrictive  system  against  Great 
Britain. 

'  If  ever  a  body  of  men  were  pledged  to  any- 
thing, the  American  Cabinet,  its  friends,  and  sup- 
porters, were  pledged  for  the  truth  of  this  fact : 
that  the  French  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
were  definitively  repealed  as  it  respects  the  United 
States,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1810.  If  ever 
any  body  of  men  staked  their  whole  stock  of  re- 
putatidn  upon  anf  pointy  our  Cabinet  did  it  on 
this.  They  and  their  partisans  asserted  and  raved. 
They  denounced  every  man  as  a  British  partisan 
who  denied  it.  They  declared  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem was  revived  by  the  mere  effect  of  the  procla- 
mation.   But,  lest  the  courts  of  law  should  not 


be  a9  subservient   to   their  policy  at  mivbi  ^ 
wished,  they  passed  the  law  of  the  2d  of  Marrl 
1811,  upon  the  basis  of  this  repeal,  and  of  its  lie 
fng  definitire.    The  British  Gfoyernmentrefose. 
however,  to  recognise  the  Taiidity  of  thisrepei 
and  denied  that  the  Berlin  and  Milao  detrts 
were  repealed,  on  the  1st  of  November,  ISlQit 
our  Cabinet  asserted.      Thus,  then,  stood  tbec 
gument  between  the   British  Ministry  aodcv 
Cabinet.    The  British   Ministry  admitted,  tk 
if  the  Berlin  and  Milan   decrees  were  repeak 
on  the  1st  of  November,  1810,  they  were  boa 
to  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council.    Butthej^ 
nied  that  repeal  to  exist.     Oar  Cabinet,  on  a; 
other  hand,  admitted,  that  if  the  Berlin  aodM.^ 
an  decrees  were  not  repealed,  on  the  1st  o( .%  ^ 
ember,  1810,  the  restrictire  system  ought  noi: 
have  been  revived  ag^ainst   Great  Briiaio.  £a 
they  asserted  that  repeal  to  exisU     Th'u  was, nr 
tually,  the  state  of  the  question  between  the  it. 
countries  on  this  point.     And  it  is  agreed,  oo  l 
hands,  that  this  refusal  of  the  British  Gorerr 
ment,  to  repeal  their  Orders  in  Council,  afm  ik 
existence  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Mik 
decrees,  as  asserted  by  the  American  Cibieei 
was  the  cause  of  the  declaration  of  war  betvees 
the  two  countries.    So  that^  in  truth,  the  qn^ 
tion  of  the  right  of  war  depended  upon  the  exist- 
ence of  that  fact;  for  if  that  fact  did  uoie^ 
even  the  American  Cabinet  did  not  pTCied'^. 
in  the  position  in  which  things  then  stood,i^!^ 
had  a  right  to  declare  war,  on  account  of  tbee» 
tinuance  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council 

Now,  what  is  the  truth  in  relation  to  this  JB-  j 
imoortant  fact,  the  definitive  repeal  of  the  Berta  ; 
and  Milan  decrees  on  the  Isi  of  November,  181..  j 
the  pivot  upon  which  turned  the  revival  of  i)»  i 
restrictive  system  and  our  declaration  of  irir: 
Why,  sir.  the  event  has  proved  that  in  relauos 
to  that  fact  the  American  Cabinet  was, toa; 
the  least,  in  an  error.  Bonaparte  himself,  iQ* 
decree,  dated  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  but  not  pro- 
mulgated till  a  year  afterwards,  distinctly  dcciwei 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  not  defin- 
itively repealed,  as  relates  to  the  United  Stotes,oa 
the  1st  of  November,  1810.  He  also  decJar©  rfi« 
they  are  then,  on  that  28th  of  April,  for  we  Dr« 
time,  repealed.  And  hh  founds  the  issuiagoH^s 
decree  on  the  act  of  the  American  Conff^^^ 
the  2d  of  March,  1811.  That  very  ac^.w'^ 
was  passed  upon  the  ground  of  the  defifl'^J*  j\ 
peal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  oa  tteu^ 
of  November,  1810  j  and  which,  it  is  ag«jj  "^ 
all  sides,  the  American  Qoveminent  ^^°v^ 
in  honor  not  to  pass,  except  in  case  of  auchaoiw^ 
dent  repeal.  .  .^^ 

Were  ever  a  body  of  men  so  abaDdoflfiflj  '°^^ 
hour  of  needjis  the  American  ^^^^^^^^\^  of 
instance,  by  Bonaparte  ?  Was  ever  any  ^^). 
men  so  cruelly  wounded  in  the  house  ot  i  , 
friend  ?  This,  this  «*was  the  ankindesi  cut  « 
all."  But  how  was  it  received  by  the  Amtf'c^ 
Cabinet  ?  Surely  they  were  indignant  at »« 
treatment.  Surely  the  air  rings  with  '^PJ  ^t"], 
upon  a  man  who  has  thus  made  them  *^r  ^^ 
reputation  upon  a  falsehood ;  and  then  g^^es 
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tie  less  than  the  lie  direct,  to  their  aslertion** 
SHo,  sir,  nothing  of  all  this  is  heard  from  oor  Cab- 
inet. There  is  a  philosophic  iameness  that  would 
be  remarkable,  if  it  were  not,  in  all  cases,  affect- 
ius  Booaparle,  characteristic.  All  the  Ezecatire 
of  the  United  States  has  found  it  in  his  heart  to 
say,  in  relatioi^  to  this  last  decree  of  Bonaparte, 
-which  cootradicta  his  previous  allegations  and 
asseverations,  is,  that  ^^This  proceeding  is  render- 
ed, by  the  time  and  manner  of  it,  liable  to  maijy 
objections  I" 

I  have  referred  to  tl^issubjectas  being  connect- 
ed, with  future  conduct,  strikingly  illustrative  of 
the  disposition  of  the  American  Cabinet  to  carry 
on  the  war,  and  of  their  intention,  if  possible,  not 
to  make  peace.    Surely,  if  any  nation  had  a  claim 
for   liberal  treatment  from,  another,  it  was  the 
British  nation  from  the  American,  after  the  dis- 
covery of  the  error  of  the  American  Qqrernment, 
11^ relation  to  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  in  November,  1810,    In  consequence  of 
that   error,  the  American  Cabinet  had  ruined 
numbers  of  our  o#n  citizens,  who  had  been 
caught  by  the  revival  of  thc|  non-intercourse  law; 
thev  had  revived  that  law  atfaiost  Great  Britain, 
under  circumstances,  whien  now  appeared  to 
have  been  fallacious ;  and  they  had  declared  war 
against  her,  on  the  supposition,  that  she  had  re- 
fused to  repeal  her  Orders  in  Council,  after  th^e 
French  decrees  were  in  fact  revoked ;  whereas, 
it  now  appears  that  they  were  in  fact  not  revoked. 
Surely  the  knowledge  of  this  error  was  tallowed 
by  an  instant  and  a.nxious  desire  to  redress  the 
resulting  injury.    As  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  in  fact  revoked,  on  the  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  the  French  decree  of  repeal, 
surely  the  American  Cabinet  at  -once  extended, 
the  hand  of  friendship  ;  met  the  British  Govern- 
ment half  way;  stopped  all  further  irritation; 
and  strove  to  place  everything  on  a  basis  best 
suited  to  promote  an  amicable  adjustment.    No, 
sir,  nothing  of  all  this  occurred.    On  the  contra- 
ry, the  question  of  impressments  is  made  the  basis 
of  coBtinuing-the  war.    On  this  subject,  a  studi- 
ed fairness  of  proposition  is  preserved,  aocoinpa- 
nied  with  systematic  perseverance  in  measures 
of  hostility.    An  armistice  was  proposed  by  them. 
It  was  refused  by  us.    It  was  acceded  to  by  the 
American  General  on  the  frontiers.    It  was  re- 
jected by  the  Cabinet.    No  consideration  of  the 
fal^e  allegation  on  which  the  war  in  fact  was 
founded ;  no  consideration  of  the  critical  and  ex? 
tremely  consequential  nature  to  both  nations  of 
the  subject  of  impressment ;  no  considerations  of 
humanity,  interposed  their  influence.    They  re- 
newed hostilities.    They  rushed  upon  Canada. 
Nothing  would  satisfy  them  but  blood. .  The  lan- 
guage of  their  conduct  is  that  of  the  giant,  in  the 
legeods  of  infancy : 

**  Fee,  Ihw,  low,  fam, 
I  smell  the  blood  of  an  Englishman ; 
Deed  or  alive,  I  will  have  some  I''    ^ 

Can  such  men  pretend  that  peace  ts  their  ob- 
ject? Whatever  may  result,  the  perfect  convic- 
lioD  of  my  mind  is,  that  they  have  no  such  inten* 


tion,  and  that  if  it  conges  it  is  contrary  both  to 
their  hoM  and  expectation. 

1  would  not  judge  these  men  severely.  But  it 
is  my  duty  to  endeavor  .to  judge  them  truly ;  and 
to  express  fearlessly  the  result  of  that  judgment^ 
whatever  it  may  be.  My  opinion  results  from 
the  application  of  the  well  xoown  principle  of 
judging  concerning  men's  purposes  and  motives:: 
To  consider  rather  what  men  do.  than  what  they 
say ;  and  to  examine  their  deeds  in  connexion 
with  predominating  passions  and  interests ;  and 
on  this  basis  decide.  In  making  an  estimate  of 
the  intentions  oT  these  or  any  otber  politicians,  I 
make  little  or  no  account  oi  pacific  pretensions* 
There  is  a  general  reluctance  at  war,  and  desire 
of  peace,  which  pei^VAdes  the  great  mass  of  every 
people ;  and  artful  rulers  coul4  never  keep  any 
nation  at  war  any  length  of  time,  beyond  their 
true  interests,  without  some  sacrifice  to  that  gen- 
eral love  of  peace  which  exists  in  civilized  men. 
Bonaparte  himielf  will  tell  you  that  he  is  the 
most  pacific  creature  in  the  world.  He  has  al- 
ready declared,  by  his  proclamation  to  French- 
men, that  he  has  gone  to  Moscow  for  no  other 
end  than  to  cultivate  peace,  jind  counteract  the 
Emperor  of  Russians  desire  of  war.  In  this  coun* 
try,  where  the  popular  sentiment  has  so  strong  an 
impulse  on  its  affairs,  the  same  obtrusive  preten* 
sion  must  inevitably  be  ^preserved.  No  man  or 
set  of  men  ever  can  or  will  get  this  country  at 
war.  or  continue  it  long  in  war,  without  keeping 
on  nand  a  stout,  round  stock  of  gulling  matter. 
Fair  propositions  will  always  be  made  to  go  hand 
in  hand  with,  offeosive  acts.  And  when  some- 
thing IS  offered  so  reasonable  that  no  man  can 
doubt  but  it  will  be  accepted,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment something  will  be  done  of  a  nature  to  em- 
barrass the  project,  and  if  not  to  defeat  at  least 
to  render  its  acceptance  dubious.  How  this  has 
been  in  past  time,  I  have  shown.  I  will  now 
illustrate  what  is  doing  and  intended  at  present. 

As  from  th<9  uniform  tenor  of  the  conduct  of 
the  American  Cabinet,  in  relation  to  the  British 
Government,  I  have  no  belief  that  their  intention 
has  been  to  make  a  solid  arrangement  with  that 
nation;  sp,  froip  the  evidence  of  their  disposition 
and  intention,  existing  abroad  and  on  the  table,  I 
have  no  belief  that  such  is  at  present  their  pur- 
pose. I  cannot  possibly  think  otherwise,  than 
that  such  is  not  their  Intention,  Let  us  take  the 
case  into  common  life.  I  have  demands,  Mr. 
Speaker,  against  you,  very  just  in  their  nature, 
but  different.  Some  of  recent,  others  of  very  old 
date.  The  former  depending  upon  principles 
very  clearly  in  my  favor.  The  latter  critical} 
difficult,  and  dubious,  both  in  principle  and  settle- 
ment. In  this  stikte  of  things,  and  during  your 
absence,!  ^atch  my  opportunity,  declare  enmi- 
ty ;  throw,  myself  upon  your  children  and  ser* 
vants  and  property,  which  happen  to  bo  in  my 
neighborhood,  and  do  them  all  the  injury  I  can. 
While  I  am  doing  this,  I  receive  a  messenger 
from  yoQ,  statins  that  the  grounds  of  the  recent 
injury  are  settled ;  that  you  compl v  fully  with 
my  terms.  Your  servants  and  children,  whom  I 
am  plundering  and  killing,  invite  me  to  stay  my 
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hand  until  you  tetura,  or  udUI  some  accommoda- 
tion can  take  place  between  us.  But,  deaf  to  any 
such  augffestionS)  I  prosecute  n(iy  intention  of  in- 
jury to  the  utmost.  When  there  is  reason  to  ex- 
pect your  return,  I  multiply  my  means  of  injury 
and  offence.  And  no  sooner  do  I  hear  of  your 
arriTal,  than  I  thrust  my  fist  into  your  face,  and 
say  to  you — **Wcll.  sir,  here  are  fair  propositions 
of  settlement;  come  to  my  terms,  which  are  yery 
just;  settle  the  old  demand  in  my  way,  and  we 
will  be  as  good  friends  as  eTer."  Mr.  Speaker, 
what  would  be  your  conduct  om  such  an  occa- 
sion ?  Would  you  be  apt  to  look  as  much  at  the 
nature  of  the  propositions,  as  at  the  temper  of  the 
assailant?  u  you  did  not  at  once  return  blow 
for  blow,  and  injury  for  injury,  would  yon  not  at 
least  take  a  little  time  to  consider  ?  Would  you 
not  tell  such  an  assailant,  that  you  were  not  to 
be  bullied  nor  beaten  into  any  concession^?  If 
you  settled  at  all,  might  you  not  consider  it' your 
duty  in  some  way  ro  make  him  feel  the  conse- 
quences of  his  strange  intemperance  of  passion? 
For  myself,  I  have  no  question  how  a  ooan  of 
spirit  ought  to  act  under  such  circumstances.  I 
have  as  little,  how  a  sreat  nation,  like  Great  Brit- 
ain, will  act.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the 
American  Cabinet  view  this  subjei^t  in  the  same 
light.  They  understand  well,  that  by  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  the  invasion  of  Canada,  the  refusal 
of  an  armistice,  and  perseverance  in  hostilities, 
after  the  principal  ground  of  war  had  been  re- 
moved, they  have  wrought  the  minds  of  the  Brit- 
ish Cabinet  and  people  to  a  very  high  state  of 
irritation.  Now  is  the  very  moment  to  gerup 
some  grand  scheme  of  pacification;  such  as  may 
persuade  the  American  people  of  the  inveterate 
love  of  our  Cabinet  for  peace,  and  make  them 
acquiescent  in  their  perseverance  in  hostilities. 
Accordingly,  before  the  end  of  the  session,  a  great 
tub  will  be  thrown  out.  to  the  whale.  Probably,  a 
little  while  before  the  Spring  elections,  terms  of 
"very  fair  import  will  be  proffered  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. Such  as,  perhaps,  six  months  ago  our  Cabi- 
net would  not  have  granted,  had  she  solicited 
them  on  her  knees.  Such  as  probably,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people  of  this  country.  Great  Britain 
ought  to  accept;  such  perhaps  as  in  any  other 
state  of  things,  she  would  have  accepted.  But 
such,  as  I  fear,  under  the  irritation  produced  by 
the  strange  course  pursued  by  the  American  Cab- 
inet, that  nation  will  not  accept.  Sir,  I  do  not 
believe  that  our  Cabinet  expect  that  they  will  be 
accepted.  The]^  think  the  present  state  of  induced 
passion  is  sufficient  to  prevent  arrangement.  But 
to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,  to  take  a  bond  of 
fate,  that  arrangement  shall  not  happen,  they  pre- 
pare this  bill.  A  bill,  which  proposes  an  aug- 
tnentation  of  the  army  for  the  express  purpose  of 
conquering  the  Canadas.  A  bill  which,  connect- 
ed with  the  recent  disposition  evinced  by  our 
Cabinet,  in  relation  to  tnose  provinces,  and  with 
the  avowed  intent  of  making,  their  subjugation 
the  means  of  peace,  through  the  fear  tojbe  inspired 
into  Great  Britain,  is  as  offensive  to  the  pride  of 
thaijiation  as  can  well  be  imagined;  and  is,  in 
my  apprehension,  as  sure  a  guarantee  of  conti- 


nued war  as  could  be  given.  On  these  grounds, 
my  mind  cannot  force  itself  to  any  other  conclu- 
sion than  this,  that  the  avowed  ol>ject  of  this  bill 
is  the  true  one;  that  the  Canadas  are  to  be  inva- 
ded the  next  season;  that  the  war  is  to  be  pro- 
tracted; and  that  this  is  the  real  policy  of  the 
American  Cabinet. 

I  will  now  reply  to  those  invitations  to  '*  union," 
which  have  been  so  obtrusively  urged  upon  os. 
If  by  this  call  to  union  is  meant  an  union  in  a 
project  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  or  for  the  in- 
.vasion  of  East  Florida,  or  for  the  conquest  of  any 
foreign  country  whatever,  either  as  a  means  of 
carrying^  on  this  war  or  for  any  other  purpose, 
I  answer,  distiorctly,  I  will  unite  with  no  man  nor 
any  body  of  men  for  any  such  purposes.  I  think 
such  projects  criminal  in  the  highest  degree,  and 
ruinous  to  the  prosperity  of  these  States.  But, 
if  by  this  invitation  is  meant  union  in  prepara- 
tion for  defence,  strictly  so  called  ;  union  in  for- 
tifying our  seaboard ;  union  in  putting  o«r  eiiies 
into  a  state  of  safely ;  union  in  raising  such  a  mili- 
tary force  as  shall  be  sufficient  with  the  local  mi* 
litia  in  the  hands  of  the  Constitutional  leaders,  the 
Bxecutivesof  the  States,  to  give  a  rational  degree 
of  secnrity  against  any  invasion ;  sufficient  to  de- 
fend our  frontlets,  sufficient  to  awe  into  silence 
the  Indian  tribes  within  our  Territories;  anion 
in  creating  such  a  maritime  force  as  shall  com- 
mand the  seas  on  the  American  coasts,  and  keep 
open  the  intercourse,  at  least  between  the  States: 
ii  this  is  meant,  I  have  no  hesitation  ;  union  on 
such  principles  you  shall  have  from  me  cordially 
and  faithfully.  And  this,  too,  sir,  without  any 
reference  to  the  state  of  qoy  opinion,  in  relation 
to  the  justice  or  necessity  of  this  war.  Because 
I  well  iinderstand  such  to  be  the  condition  of  man, 
in  a  social  compact,  that  he  must  partake  of  the 
fate  of  the  society  to  which  he  belongs^  and  must 
submit  to  the  privations  and  sacrifices  its  defence 
requires,  notwithstanding  these  may  be  the  result 
of  the  vices  or  crimes  of  its  immediate  rulers. 
But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  support- 
ing such  rulers  in  plans  of  necessary  self-defence, 
on  which  the  safety  of  our  altars  and  firesides  es- 
pecially depend,  and  supporting  them  in  projects 
of  foreign  invasiofi,  and  encouraging  them  in 
schemes  of  conquest  and  ambition,  which  are  not 
only  unjust  in  themselves,  but  dreadful  in  their 
consequences;  inasmuch  as,  let  the  particular 
project  result  as  it  may,  the  general  effectmust  be, 
according  to  human  view,  destructive  to  our  own 
domestic  liberties  and  Constitution.  I  speak  as 
an  individual.  Sir,  for  my  single  self,  did  I  ^mpport 
such  projects,  as  are  Avowed  to  be  the  objects  of 
this 'bill,  I  should  deem  myself  a  traitor  to  my 
country.  Were  I  even  to  aid  them  by  loan,  or  in 
any  other  way,  I  should  consider  myself  a  partaker 
in  the  guilt  of  the  purpose.  But  when  these  pro- 
jects of  an  invasion  shall  be  abandoned;  when  men 
yield  up  schemes  which  not  only  openly  contem- 
plate the  raising  of  a  great  military  force,  but  also 
the  concentrating  them  at  one  point  and  placing 
them  in  one  hand ;  schemes  obviously  ruinous  to 
the  fates  of  a  fr^e  Republic — as  they  compre- 
hend the  means  by  which  such  have  ever  hereto- 
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fore  be^  destroyed ;  when,  I  say,  such  schemes 
shall  be  abaDdoned,  aod  the  wishes  of  the  Cabioet 
limired  to  mere  defence  and  frontier  and  mari- 
time protection,  there  will  be  no  need  of  calls  to 
union.  '  For  such  objects  there  is  not,  there  can- 
not be,  but  one  heart  and  soul  in  this  people. 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  while  I  utter  these 
things  a  thousand  tongues  and  a  thousand  pens 
are  preparing  without  doors  to  overwhelm  me  if 
possible  by  their  pestiferous  gall.  Already  I  hear 
in  the  air  the  soaod  of  **  traiior,"  ^  British  agent." 
*^  British  gold,"  and  all  those  changes  of  Tuigar 
calumny,  by  which  the  imaginatioos  of  the  mass 
of  men  are  affected,  and  by  which  they  are  pre- 
vented frcmi  listening  to  what  is  true  and  receiv- 
ing what  is  reasonabe. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  well  becomes  any  man,  stand- 
iag  in  the  presence  of  such  a  nation  as  this,  to 
speak  of  himself  seldom ;  and  snck  a*  man  as  I 
am,  it  i>ecomes  to  speak  of  himself  not  at  all ;  ex- 
cept indeed  when  the  relations  in  which  he  stands 
to  his  country  are  little  known,  aad  when  the  as- 
sertion of  those  relations  has  some  connexion, 
and  may  have  some  influence-on  interests  which 
it  is  peculimrly  incumbent  upon  him  to.support. 

Under  this  sanction,  I  say^  it  is  not  for  a  man 
whose  ancestors  have  been  planted  in  this  coun- 
try now  for  almost  two  centuries ;  it  is  not  for  a 
man  who  has  a  family,  and  friends,  and  character, 
and  children,  and  a  deep  stake  in  the  soil;  it  is 
not  for  a  man  who  is  self-conscigua  of  being  rooted 
in  that  soil,  as  deeply  and  as  exclusively  as  the 
oak  which  shoots  among  its  rocks ;  it  is  not  for 
such  a  man  to  hesitated  or  swerve  a  haiHs  breadth 
from  his  country's  purpose  and  true  interests,  be- 
cause of  the  yelpings,  the  bowlings,  and  snarlipga 
of  that  hungry  pacK  which  cotrapt  men  keep  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  in  pay,  with  the  view  of  hunt- 
ing down  every  man  who  dare  develops  their 
purposes ;  a  pack  composed  it  is  true  of  some  na- 
tive curs,  but  for  the  most  ^  part  of  hounds  and 
spaniels  of  rm  recent  importation,  whose  backs 
are  seared  by  the  lash,  and  whose  necks  are  sore 
with  the  collars  of  their  former  masters.  In  ful- 
filling hisduty,thelover  of  his  country  must  often 
be  obliged  to  breast  the  shock  of  calumny,  if 
called  to  that  service  he  will  meet  the  exigency 
with  the  same  firmnesk,  as,  should  another  occa- 
sion call,  he  would  breast  the:  shock  of  battle.  No, 
sir,  I  am  not  to  be  deterred  by  such  apprehensions. 
May  Heaven  so  deal  with  me  and  mine,  asr  I  am 
true  or  faithless  to  the  best  interests  of  this  peo- 
ple !  May  it  dtel  with  me  according  to  its  just 
judgments  when  I  fail  to  bring  men  and  nieas- 
ures  to  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  and  to  expose 
projects  and  systems  of  policy  which  I  realize  to 
De  ruinous  to  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  liberties 
of  my  country ! 

This  leads  me,  naturally,  to  the  third  and  last 
point  of  view,  at  which  I  proposed  to  consider 
this  biU'-^as  a  means  for  the  advancement  o£  the 
objects  of  the  personal  or  local  ambition  of  the 
members  of  the  American  Cabinet.  With  re- 
spect to  the  members  of  that  Cabinet,  I  may  al- 
most literally  say,  I  know  nothing  of  them  except 
as  public  men.    Against  them,  I  have  no  personal 


animosity.  I  know  little  of  them  in  private  life, 
and  that  little  never  made  me  ambitious  to  know 
more.  I  look  at  them  as  public  men,  wielding 
powers  and  putting  in  operation  means  .and  in- 
struments, materially  affecting  the  interests  and 
prospects  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  a  curious  fact,  but  no  less  true  than  curious, 
that  for  these  twelve  years  past  the  whole  affairs 
of  thiscountrv  have  been  managed,  and  its  fortunes 
reversed,  under  the  influence  of  a  Cabioet  little 
less  than  despotic,  composed,  to  all  efficient  pur- 
poses, of  two  Virginians  and  a  foreigner.  When  I 
speak  of  these  men  as  Virginians.  I  naean  to  cast  no 
odium  upon  that  State,  as  though  it  were  not  en- 
titled to  its  full  share  of  influence  in  the  national 
councils ;  nor  when  I  refer  to  one  of  them  as  be- 
ing a  foreigner,  do  I  intend  thereby  to  suggest  any 
connexions  of  a  nature  unworthy  or  suspicious.  '1 
refer  to  these  circumstances  as  general  and  un- 
doubted facts  which  belong  to  the  characters. of 
the  Cabinet,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  be  taken 
into  view  in  all  estimates  of  plans  find  projects, 
so  long  as  man  is  constituted  as. he  is,  and  so  long 
as  the  prejudices  and  principles  of  childhood  never 
fail  to  influence  in  different  degrees,  in  even  the 
best  men,  the  course  of  thinking  and  action  of 
their  riper  yc^rs. 

I  might  havesaid,  perhaps  with  more  strict  pro- 
priety, that  it  was  a  Cabinet  composed  of  three  Vir- 
ginians and  a  foreigner;  because  once  in  the  cour$e 
of  the  twelve  years  there  has  been  a  change  of 
one  of  the  characters.  But,  sir,  that  change  was 
notoriously  matter  of  form  rather  than  substance. 
As  it  respects  the  Cabinet,  the  principles  cootio^ 
ued  the  sbme  ;  the  interests  the  same ;  the  objects 
at  which  it  aimed,  the  same. 

I  said  that  this  Cabinet'  had  been  during  these 
twelve  years  little  less  than  despotic.  This  fact 
also  is  notorious.  During  this  whole  period  the 
measures  distinctly  recommended  have  been 
adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  with  as 
much  uniformity  and  with  as  little  modification, 
too,  as  the  measures  of  the  British  Ministry  have 
been  adopted  during  the  same  period  by  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament.  The  connexion  between  Cabi- 
net Councils  and  Parliamentary  acts  is  just  as 
intimate  in  the  one  country  as  in  the  other. 

I  said  that  these  three  men  constituted,  to  all 
efficient  purposes^  the  whole  Cabinet.  This  also 
is  notorious.  It  is  true  that  during  this  period 
other  individuals'  have  been  called  into  the  Cab- 
inet.^ But  they  were  all  of  them  comparatively 
minor  men,  such  as  had  no  great  weight,  either  of 
personal  talents  or  of  personal  influence,  to  sup- 
port them.  They  were  kept  as  instruments  of 
the  master  spirits.  And  when  they  failed  to  an- 
swer the  purpose,  or  became  restive,  they  were 
jMcrificed  or  provided  for*  .  The  shades  were  made 
to  play  upon  the  curtain.  They  entered.  They 
bowed  to  the  audience.  T«hey  did  what  they 
were  bidden/  They  said  what  was  set  down  for 
them.  When  those  who  pulled  the  wires  saw 
fit,  they  passed  away.  No  man  knew  why  they 
entered.  No  man  knew  why  they  departed.  No 
man  could  tell  whence  they  came.  No'man  asked 
whither  they  were  gone. 
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From  this  uniform  compositioa  of  tbe  Cabioet, 
it  i$  obi^iouii  tbat  the  projeet  of  the  master  spirits 
was  that  of  essential  influence  within  the  Cabi- 
net. For,  in  such  a  country  as  ours,  so  extended, 
and  its  interests  so  complicated,  it  is  impossible 
but  those  who  would  conduct  its  affairs  wisely, 
and  wilh  a  single  eye  to  the  public  good,  should 
strive  to  cdll  around  themselyes  the  highest  and 
most  independent  talents  in  the  nation,  at  least 
of  their  own  political  friends.  When  this  in  not 
the  case,  it  must  be  apparent  that  the  leading  in- 
fluences want  not  associates^  but  instruments* 
The  same  principle  applies  to  the  distribution  of 
ofSMse  out  of  the  Cabinet,  as  to  filling  places  with- 
in it.  Some  mistakes  may  be  expected  to  happen 
in  selections  among  candidates  for  appointments 
at  a  distance ;  but  if,  at  any  time,  a  Cabinet  shall 
be  systematically  guided  in  such  selection  by  a 
regard  not  to  merit  or  qualifications,  but  to  elec- 
tioneering services ;  if  the  obvious  design  be  to 
reward  partisans  and  encourage  defection  to  its 
party  standard,  then  the  people  may  rest  assured 
that  tbe  project  such  Cabinet  has  in  view  is  not 
to  serve  the  public;  interest,  but  to  secure  their 
personal  influence;  and  that  they  want  not  com- 
petency for  the  employment,  but  subserviency  in 
It.  How  this  matter  is,  I  shall  not  assert;  not 
because  I  have  not  very  distinct  opinions  upon 
tbe  subject,  but  because*  the  sphere  of  appoint- 
ment is  too  extensive  to  be  .comprehended  in  the 
grasp  of  a  single  individual ;  and  I  mean  to  make 
no  assertion  concerning  motive  or  conduct,  of 
which  there  does  not  exist  in  my  mind  evidence 
as  well  complete  as  conclusive.  I  refer  to  this 
subject,  therefore,  only  as  a  collateral  and  cor- 
roborative proof  of  the  purposes  of  the  Cabinet. 
Bvery  man  can  decide  for  himself,  in  bis  own 
circle  or  neighborhood,  concerning  the  apparent 
principle  upon  which  the  Cabinet  have  proceeded 
iu  making  appointments ;  remembering,  always, 
the  section  of  country  against  whose  prosperity 
the  policy  of  the  Cabinet  is  most  systematically 
levelled,  will  be  that  in  which  subserviency  to  all 
its  purposes  will  be  most  studiously  inculcated 
among  its  adherents ;  it  will  be  in  that  quarter 
that  the  flames  of  party  animosity  will  be  enkin- 
dled with  the  mi!>sr  sedulous  assiduity ;  as  a 
means  of  making  men  forgetful  of  their  true  iii- 
terests  and  obedient  to  iwit  employers,  in  spite 
of  their  natural  prejudices  and  inclinations. 

It  is  natural  to  inquire  what  are  the  projects 
connected  with  a  Cabinet,  thus  composed,  and 
to  what  ends  it  is  advancing  ?  To  answer  this 
question,  it  is  necessary  to  look  ii^o  ahe  nature 
and  relations  of  things.  Here  the  true  ^riterions 
of  judgment  are  to  be  found.  Professions  are 
always  plausible.  Why,  sir,  Bonaparte  himself 
is  the  very  milk  of  human  kindness ;  he  is  the 
greatest  lover  of  his  species  in  the  world ;  he 
would  not  hurt  a  sparrow,  if  you  would  take  his 
own  account  of  the  matter.  What,  then,  do  na- 
ture and  the  relations  of  things  teach  ?  They 
teach  this,  that  the  great  hazard  in  a  Qovernment 
where  the  Chief  Magistrate  is  elective^  is  from 
the  local  ambition  of  States  and  the  personal  am- 
bition of  individuals.    It  is  no  reflection  upon 


any  State  to  say  that  it  is  ambitious.  According 
to  their  opportunities  and  temptations,  all  States 
are  ambitious;  this  quality  is  as  much  predica- 
ble  of  States  as  of  individuals.  Indeed,  State 
ambition  has  its  rpot>  in  the^  same  passions  ef  hu- 
man nature,  and  derives  its  strength  from  the 
same  nutriment,  as  personal  ambition.  All  his- 
tory shows  tbAtsuch  passions  always  exist  among 
States,  combined  in  Confederacies.  To  deny  it, 
is  to  deceive  our.selves :  it  has  existed,  it  does  ex- 
ist, and  always  must  exist*  In  our  political  rela- 
tions, as  in  Qur  personal,  we  then  walk  most  safe- 
ly wnen  we  walk  with  reference  to  the  actual 
existence  of  things ;  admit  the  weaknesses,  and 
do  not  hide  from  ourielves  the  dangers  to  which 
our  nature  is  exposed.  Whatever  is  true,  let  us 
Confess.  Nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  only 
safe  in  proportion  as  they  attain  self-knowledge, 
and  regulate  their  conduct  by  it. 

What  fact,  upon  this  point,  does  ourowo  expe- 
rience present?  It  presents  this  strikin|^  one — 
that,  taking  the  years  for  which  the  Presidential 
chair  ^is  already  filled,  into  the  account,  out  of 
tweioty-^ight  years  since  our  Constitution  was 
established,  the  single  State  of  Vii'ginia  has  fur- 
nished the  President  for  twenty-four  years.  And 
further,  it^is  now  as  distinctly  known,  and  famil- 
iarly ulked  about  in  this  city  and  vicinity,  who 
is  the  destined  sdcoessor  of  the  present  President, 
after  the  expiration  of  his  ensuing  term,  and 
known,  too,  that  he  is  to  be  a  Virginian,  as  it  was 
known  and  familiarlv  talked  about  during  the 
Presidency  of  Mr.  Je^erson,  that  the  present  Pres- 
ident was  to  be  his  successor.  And  the  former 
was,  and  the  latter  is,  a  subject  of  as  much  noto- 
riety, and,  to  human  appearance,  of  as  much  cer- 
tainty, too^as  who  will  be  the  successor  to  the 
British  Crown  i&  a  matter  of  notoriety  in  that 
country.  To  secure  the  succession,  and  keep  it 
in  the  destined  linfe,  has  been,  is,  and  will  continue 
to  be,  the  main  object  of  the  policy  of  these  men. 
This  is  the  point  on  which  the  projects  of  the 
Cabinet,  for  the  three  years  past,  have  been 
brought  to  bear— that  James  the  First  should  be 
made  to  continue  four  years  longer.  And  this 
is  the  point  on  which  the  projects  of  tbe  Cabinet 
wilt  be  brought  to  bear  for  the  three  years  to 
come — that  James  the  Second  shall  be  made  to 
succeed,  according  .to  the  fondamentar  rescripts 
of  the  Montioellian  dynasty. 

[Mr.  doiRCT  was  here  again  called  to  order. 
The  Speakbr  said  that,  really,  the  gentleman 
laid  his  premises  so  remote  from  his  conclusions, 
that  be  could  not  see  how  his  observations  applied 
to  the  bill.] 

Mr.  ^uiNCT  proceeded.— «On  the  contrary,  sir, 
I  maintain  that  both  my  premises  and  conclu- 
sions are  very  proximate  to  each  other,  and  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  bill  on  the  table,  and 
with  the  welfare  of  this  people. 

Is  it  not  within  the  scope  of  just  debate  to  show 
that  the  general  policy  of  the  Cabinet,  and  that 
also  this  particular  project,  have  for  their  object 
the  aggrandizement  of  the  Cabinet  themselves, 
or  some  member  of  it  ?  If  this  be  the  oMect  of 
the  bill,  is  it  not  proper. to  be  exhibited?    The 
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topdc  maf  b«  of  %  natiire  high  ftod  critical,  but 
BO  man  can  deoy  that  it  is  both  important  and 
reJevaat.  To  secure  the  power  they  at  present 
possess,  to  perpetuate  it  in  their  own  hands,  and 
to  transfer  it  to  their  selected  favorites,  is  the 
ffreat  project  of  the  policy  of  the  members  of  our 
Cabinet.  It  would  be  easy  to  trace  to  this  mas- 
ter passion  the  declaration  of.  war,  at  the  time 
and  under  the.clrcumstances  in  which  it  occurred. 
Antecedent  to  the  declaration  of  war,  it  was  dis- 
tinctly stated,  by  individuals  from  that  quarter ,pf 
the  country,  Under  the  influence  of  which  this 
war  was  adopted,  that  the  support  of  the  present 
President  of  the  United  States  by  their  quarter 
of  the  country  depended  upon  the  fact  of  4he 
Cabinet's  coming  up  to  the  ^oint  of  war  with 
Great  Britain.  This  state  of  things,  and  the 
knowledge  of  it  by  the  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
was  repeatedly. urged  in  conversation  by  members 
of  this  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,, 
to  shake  the  credulity  in  a  declaration  of  war 
which  at  that  time  existed  in  some  of  our  minds. 
Without  placing  any  reliance  on  the  reports  of 
that  day,  this  I  assert  unequivocally,  and  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  such  were  the  passions 
>which  existed  iB  the  Southern  and  Western 
States,  and  such  the  avowed  determination  to 
war,  that,  bad  not  the  Cabinet  come  up  to  that' 
point,  its  influence  in  tho^e  quarters  was  at  an 
end;  without  their  support,  the  re-election  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  waa  hopeless.  Now, 
sir,  when  continuance  of  power  Is  put  into  the 
scale — as  in  this  instance  it  was,  unquestionably— 
it  is  not  for  human  nature  to  deny  that  it  had  not 
a  material  influence  in  determining  the  balance. 
For  myself,  I  bad  never  had  but  one  opinion  on 
this  matter;  I  have  never  doubted  that  we  should 
not  have  had  war  declared  at  the  last  session,  if 
the  Presidential  election  bad  not  been  pending. 

Just  80  with  respect  to  the  invasion  of  Canada. 
It  was,  in  my  judgment,  a  test  required  by  the 
state  of  opinion  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
States  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Cabinet,  and  of  its 
keartiness  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war.  This 
accounts  for  the  strange  and  headlong  haste,  and 
the  want  of  sufficient  preparation  with  which  the 
iavasioB  was  expedited;  this  accounts  for  the 
neglect  to  meet  the  proposition  for  an  armistice, 
when  made  by  the  Governor  of  Canada,  after  a 
knowledge  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council ;  this  aceouiits  for  the  obtrusive  attempts 
to  gain  a  footing  in  Canada,  and  the  obstinftte 
perseverance  in  the  show  of  invasion,  until  the 
members  of  the  Electoral  Colleges  had  been  def- 
initely selected.  Since  which  event  our  armies 
have  been  quiet  enpuffh.  When  I  see  a  direct 
dependence  between  the  perpetuation  of  power 
in  any  hand,  and  the  adoption  of,  and  the  perse- 
verance in,  any  particular  course  of  measures,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  believing  that  such  a  course 
has  been  suggested  and  r^ulated  by  so  obvious 
and  weighty  an  interest.  This  subject  is  capable 
of  much  greater  elucidation ;  but,  according  to 
your  suggestion,  sir,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  trace 
the  connexion  of  this  master  passion  of  the  Cab- 
inet with  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 


The  projects  of  the  Cabinet,  for  the  present 
year,  are  loans  to  the  amount  at  least  of  twenty 
millions ;  an  army  of  fifty-five  thousand  men ;  a 
grand  scheme  ox  pacification,  founded  on  some 
Wgislative  acts  or  resolves,  and  a  perpetuation  of 
the  war.  The  loans  are  expected  to  be  filled, 
partly  from  the  popularity  derived  in  the  com* 
mercial  cities,  by  the  vote  for  building  seventy- 
fours  ;  partly  by  opening  offices  for  receiving  sub- 
scriptions in  the  interior.  Whatever  is  received 
will  be  diverted  to  the  Army  service.  The  grand 
scheme  of  pacification  will  be  made  to  appear 
very  fair,  in  terms,  but  in  the  state  of  irritation 
which  has  been  produced  in  Great  Britain  by  the 
continuance  of  th?  war,  after  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  by  the  pertinacious  perse- 
verance in  the  threats  and  preparation  to  invade 
Canada,  will,  it  is  expected,  be  rejected  by  her. 
This,  it  is  supposed,  will  give  popularity  to  the 
war  in  this  country.  The  for^ty  dollars  bounty, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  fill  the  ranks.  The  Army,  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada^  will  be  raised.  To  be 
commanded,  by  whom  ?  This  is  the  critical  ques- 
tion. The  answer  is  in  e^ery  man's  mouth.  By 
a  member  of  the  American  Cabinet ;  by  one  of 
the  three;  by  one  of  that  *Urio,"  who,  at  this 
moment,  constitute  in  fact,  and  who  efficiently 
have  always  constituted,  the  whole  Cabinet. 
And  the  man  who  is  thus  intended  for  the  com- 
mand of  the  greatest  army  this  New  World  ever 
contained — an  army  nearly  twice  as  great  as  was 
at  any  time  the  regular  army  of  our  Revolution ; 
I  say  the  man  who  is  intended  for  this  great  trust 
is  the  individual  who  is  notoriously  the  selected 
candidate  for  the  next  Presidency. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  assert  that  the  present 
Secretary  of  State,  who  is  now  the  acting  Secre- 
tary at' War,  is  destined,  by  a  Cabinet  of  which  he 
himself  constitutes  one-third,  for  the  command  of 
this  Army,  I  know  that  I  assert  intentions  to  ex- 
ist, which  have  not  yet  developed  themselves,  by 
an  official  avowaL  The  truth  is,  the  moment  for 
an  official  avowal  is  not  yet  come.  The  Cabinet 
must  work  along  by  degrees,  and  only  show  their 
cards  as  they  play  them.  The  Army  must  first 
be  authorized.  The  bill  for  the  new  Major  Gen- 
erals must  be  passed.  Then,  upon  their  plan,  it 
will  be  found  necessary  to  constitute  a  Lieuten- 
ant General.  "And  who  so  proper."  the  Cabinet 
will  exclaiin,  "  as  one  of  ourselves  T^  "And  who 
so  proper  as  one  of  the  Cabinet  ?"  all  its  retain- 
ers will  respond,  from  one  end  of  the  Continent 
to  the  other.  I.  would  willingly  have  postponed 
any  animadversion  upon  thas,  intention  of  the 
Cabinet  until  it  shoula  have  been  avowed.  But, 
then,  it  would  have  been  too  late.  Then,  the 
fifty-five  thousand  men  would  have  been  author- 
ized, and  the  necessity  for  a  Lieutenant  General 
inevitable.  Sir,  I  know  very  well  that  this  public 
janimadversion  may,  possibly,  stagger  the.Cabtnet 
in  its  purpose.  They  may  not  like  to  proceed  in 
the  design  after  the  public  eye  has  been  directed 
distinctly  upon  it.  And  the  existence  of  it  will 
be  denied,  and  its  partisans  will  assert  that  this 
suggestion  was  mere  surmise.  Be  it  so.  It  is 
I  comparatively,  of  little  importance  what  happens 
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to  my  person  or  character,  provided  this  great,  evil 
cao  be  averted  fVom  my  country.  I  consider  the 
raising  of  snch  an  army  as  this,  and  the  patting 
it  under  the  command  of  that  individual,  taking 
into  view  hi9(connexion  with  the  present  Cabinet, 
so  ominous  to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  that  I 
am  not  anxious  what  happens  to  me^  if,  by  any 
Constitutional  responsibility,  I  can  prevent  it. 

However,  to  the  end  that  it  mav  not  be  thought 
I  have  made  this  assertion  lightly,  I  will  briefly 
state  the  evidence  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and 
which,  to  my  mind,  has  given  perfect  satisfaction 
of  the  intentions  of  the  Cabinet. 

First.  As  Idng  ago  as  last  June,  it  was,  to  my 
knowledge,  asserted  by  individuals  connected 
with  the  Administration,  in  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  Leffislatnre,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  American  Cabinet  to  place  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  at  the  head  of  the  Army. 

Second.  This  intention  was,  early  in  the  pres- 
ent session,  distinctly  avowed  by  members  in  this 
and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  to  be  the 
intention  of  the  Cabinet;  And  these  members 
were  persons  intimate  with  the  Cabinet^  and  con- 
nected with  them  in  politics,  and  of  all  men  the 
most  likely  to  know  their  intentions.  This  can 
be  proved,  if  denied.  But  it  will  not  be.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  man  on  this  floor  who  Is  not 
acquainted  with  the  fact  as  well  as  myself. 

Third.  As  soon  as  the  session  opened,  the  old 
Secretary  of  War  was  hUnted  down: 

Fourth.  The  burden  of  the  whole  Department 
of  War  is  now  transferred  to  the  shoulders  of  the 
Secretar);  of  State.  This  great  and  oppr^sive 
trust,  which,  at  the  last  session,  it  was  seriously 
nr^^y  no  single  living  wight  could  bear,  but  that 
it  required  three  persons  to  support  its  pressure, 
is  now  cast  solely  upon  this  individual,  who.  it 
seems,  is  able  to  uphold  the  mighty  mountain 
of  that  Department  in  one  hand,  while  he  bal- 
ances the  Department  of  State  in  the  othen  . 

Fifth.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  not  merely 
entered  into  a  stilMife  possession  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War.  He  is  actively  -employed  in  ar- 
ranging its  details,  and  putting  it  into  a  state  of 
rparation.  This  work  of  drudgery,  it  can  hard- 
,  tie  expected  thai  any  man  would  undertake, 
for  the  sake  of  an  unknown  successor,  unless  he 
had  himself  some  prospect  of  interest  in  it. 
'  Sixth.  The  Secretary^of  State  is  no  sooner  in 
possession  of  the  Department  of  War,  thad  the 
plan  of  a  great  army,  an  efficient  pecuniary  boun* 
€y7  and  a  brilliant  campRiffn  against  Canada,  is 
promulgated.  Of  all  which,  he  is  the  known  au- 
thor, having  communicated  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflkirs  the  whole  project,  not  only  in 
general,  but  in  its  details.  Above  all,  that  no 
doubt  concerning'  the  ultimate  purpose  'may 
exist— 

Seventh.  Immediately  aAer  the  Secretary  of 
State  enters  upon  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  War, 
be  puts  to  Adjutant-General  Cushing  this  ques- 
tion :  "  How  many  Major  Generals  and  Briga*- 
diers  are  necessary  for  an  army  of  thirty-five  thou- 
sand men  ?"  Now,  as  this  question  was  put  by 
authority,  and  Was  intended  to  be  communicated  I 


to  Congress,  and  was,  in  its  nature,  very  ample, 
one  would  have  supposed  that  it  wotiild  have  been 
enough,  in  all  conscience,  to  have  given  to  it  a 
direct  answer.  Besides,  it  Is  not  always  thought 
proper  for  those  who  are  in  the  under  grades  of 
departments,  when  one  question  is  proposed,  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  another.  However, 
notwithstanding  these  obvious  suggestions,  one 
half  of  the  whole  reply  of  General  Cushing  is 
taken  up  in  investigating,  not  the  question  which 
was  asked,  but  the  question  on  which  the  honest 
Adjutant,  ia  the  simplicity  of  his  soul,  tells  the 
Secretary :  ^  Yon  have  not  required  my  opin- 
ion." The  whole  of  this  part  of  the  letter  runs 
thus: 

"In  thif  country*  We  have  never  had  a  grade  between  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  that  of  Major  General ;  henee, 
it  was  found  necessary,  in  the  '  Continental  army,'  to 
give  to  the  senior  Mafor  General  the  command  of  the 
righl  vriag,  and  to  the  next  in  rank  that  of  the  left ; 
which,  from  the  Kmited  nuipber  of  general  oflioeiSr  of^ 
ten  left  a  divinon  to  a  brigadier,  a  brigade  to  a  eolonal, 
and  a  regiment  to  a  anbor^inate  field  oflicer ;  but,  in 
Europe,  this  difiiculty  is  obviated,  by  the  appointmeBt 
Of  general  officers  of  higher  grades. 

**  From  the  beat  information  I  have  been  able  to  ol^ 
tain  on  this  subject^  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  eight  Major  Generals  and  sixteen  Brigadiers,  to 
command  the  diYitioni  and  brigades  of  ai^  army  of 
thbty-fiye  thousand  men,  is  the  lowest  estimate  which 
the  uniform  practice  of  France,  Russia,  and  England, 
will  warrant ;  and  that  this  iS  much  below  the  propor- 
tion of  officers  of  these  grades  actually  employed  in  the 
army  of  the  Revolution. 

**  As  you  have  not  required  my  opinion,  whether  it 
be  necessary  to  have  a  higher  grade  tiian  that  of  Major 
General,  I  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  touch  this  sub- 
ject \  and  have  confined  myself  to  the  number  of  Major 
Generals  and  Brigadiers,  deemed  neeessaiy  to  com- 
mand the  divisions  and  brigades  of  an  army  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  men.  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper 
to  remark  that,  if  it  is  intended  to  have  no  higher  grade 
than  that  of  Major  General,  their  nmaber  should  be 
increased  to  eleven ;  ao  as  to  give  one  for  the  chief 
eommand,  one  for  each  wing»  and  one  for  each  diviaien, 
of  four  thousand  men." 

It  is  entertaining  fo  see  how  much  trouble  the 
worthy  Adjutant  takes  to  impress  upon  the  mind, 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  *^had  not  required  his 
opinion,"  on  the  subject  of  a  grade  higher  than 
that  of  a  Major  General.  He  even  goes  so  far  as 
to  say,  that  be  has  ^not  deemed  it  proper  to  touch 
this  subject." 

Now,  sir,  I  think  he  has  touched  the  subject, 
and  treated  it  pretty  thoroughlv,  too.  For  he  has 
shown,  not  onl^  that  it  is  *' difficult"  to  do  with- 
out, but  that  It  is  more  economical  to  have  a 
grade  higher  than  a  Major  General  And  this, 
too,  in  an  army  of  only  thirtv-five  thousand  men. 
But  TBvhen  this  bill  passes,  the  army  will  consist 
of  fifty-five  thousand.  The  result  is,  then,  inevi- 
table ;  you  must  have,  in  such  case,  a  grade  high- 
er than  a  Major  General ;  in  other  words,  a  Liea- 
tenant  General.  Such,  it  cannot  be  denied,  is 
the  intention  of  the  Cabinet.  As  little  can  it  be 
denied,  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  acting 
Secretary  of  War,  is  the  Cabinet  candidate  for 
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t  that  office*  So  it  baa  been  diAtinetiy  avowed  by 
'  the  frieods  and  coofidanta  of  that  Cabinet.  Aod, 
1  as  such,  I  hare  no  question,  is  known  by  ever^ 
f     individual  in  ibis  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  what  an  astonishing  and  alarm- 
ing state  of  things  is  this  I  Three  men,  who  effi- 
I  ciently  have  had  the  command  of  this  nation,  for 
I  many  years,  have  so  managed  its  concerns^as  to 
reduce  it  from  an  unexampled  height  of  prosper- 
ity to  a  state  of  great  depression,  not  to  say  ruin. 
They  have  annihilated  its  commerce,  and  in- 
Yolved  it  in  war.  And  aow  the  result  of  the 
whole  matter  is,  that  they  are  about  to  raise  an 
army  of  fifty-five  thousand  men,  invest  one  of 
their  own  body  with  this  most  solemn  command, 
aad  be  the  man  who  is  the  destined  candidate  for 
the  President's  chair !  What  a  grasp  at  power 
is  this!  What  is  there  in  hi^ory  «qual  to  it! 
Can  tLi^Y  naan  doubt  what  will  be  the  result  of 
this  prcyect?  No  man  can  believe  that  th^  con- 
quest of  Canada  will  be  efiected  in  one  campaign. 
It  cost  the  British  six  years  to  acquire  it,  when  it 
was  far  weaker  th\in  at  present.  It  cannot  be 
hoped  that  we  can  acquire  it  under  three  or  four 
years.  And  what,  then,  will  be  the  situation  of 
this  army  and  our  country?  Why,  then,  the 
army  will  be  veteran ;  and  the  leader,  a  candi- 
date for  the  Presfdency  !  And  whoever  is  a  can- 
didate for  th  e  Presidency,  with  an  army  of  thirty 
thousand  veterans  at  his  heels,  will  not  be  likelv 
to  be  troubled  with  rivab,  or  to  concern  himself 
about  votes.  A  President,  elected  under  such 
auspices,  ma^  be  nominally  a  President  for  years ; 
but,  really,  if  he  pleases,  a  President  for  lire. 

I  know  that  all  this  will  seem  wild  and  fantas- 
tical to  very  many,  perhaps  to  all  who  hear  mev 
To  my  mind,  it  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
History  is  full  of  events  less  probable,  and  effeet- 
^  by  armies  far  inferior  to  that  wnich  is  pro- 
posed to  be  raised.  So  far  from  deeming  it  mere 
fancy,  .that  I  consider  it  absolutely  certain,  if  this 
army  be  once  rai^,  organized,  and  enter  upon  a 
successful  career  of  conquest.  The  result  of  such 
ft  power  as  this,  intrusted  to  a  single  individual 
in  the  present  state  of  parties  and  passions  in  this 
country,  no  man  can  anticipate.  There  is.  ho 
other  means  of  absolute  safety,  but  denying  k 
aJtogetker. 

I  cannot  foi*get,  sir,  that  the  sphere  in  which 
this  great  army  is  destined  to  operaie,  is  in  the 
peij^hborhood  of  that  section  or  country  where, 
it  IS  probable,  ia  case  the  present  destructive 
measures  be  continued  in  operation,  the  most 
unanimous  opposition  will  exist  to  a  perpetuation 
pf  power  in  the  present  band  ;  or  to  its  transfer  to 
>U  destined  successor.  I  cannot  forget  that  it 
has  been  distinctly  avowed  by  a  member  on  this 
floor;  a  gentleman  from  Virginia^  too,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  and  one  very  likelyr  to  know  the  views  ol 
the  Cabinet,  that  ^  one  object  of  this  army  was 
to  put  down  opposition." 

Sir,  the  greatness  of  this  project,  and  its  eon- 
>€qaenees.  overwhelm  my  mind.  I  know  very 
^ell  to  wbat  obloquy  I  expose  myself  by  this  de- 
velopment. I  know  that  it  is  always  an  unpar- 
donable sin  to  pull  the  reii  from  the  party  dei- 


ties of  the  day  ;  and  that  it  is  of  a  nature  not  to 
be  forgiv^Of  either  by  them  or  their  worshippers. 
I  have  not  wiliinffly,  nor  without  long  reflection, 
taken  upon  myself  this  responsibility.  But  it  has 
been  forced  upon  me  by  an  imperioua*  sense  of 
duty.  If  the  people  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  are  destined  to  be  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water,  to  men  who  know  nothing 
about  their  interests, and  care  nothing  about  them, 
I  am  clear  of  the  great  transgression.  If,  in  com- 
mon with  their  countrymen,  my  children  are  des- 
tined H)  bo  slaves,  and  to  yoke  .in  with  negroes^ 
chained  to  the  car  of  a  Southern  master,  they,  at 
least,  shall  have  this  sweet  consciousness  as  the 
consolation. of  their  condition,  they  shall  be  able 
to  say :  ^^  OurfcUherwuguiUUg^  of  these  chains,^^ 

Mr.  Rhba  said,  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  be- 
lieving the  provisions  thereof  not  only  right,  but 
necessary.  The  object  is  to  raise  an  additional 
regular  force  for  one  year,  and  to  repeal  the  law 
respecting  voluiiteers ^  and,  if  eoniecture  may  be 
indulged,  the  folrce  contemplated  oy  this  bill  will 
be  less  expensive  thad  that  contemplated  by  the 
law  intended  to  be  repealed. 

This  bill  is  opposed  on  the  ground  th^t  the 
force  contemplated  bv  it  (and  the  gentleman  who 
has  finished  his  explanation  of  his  opinions  ap- 
pears to  entertain  that  notion)  is  inadequate  to 
the  puirpose  intended  by  it.  Are  ihe  purposiss 
known  tor  which  it  is, intended?  Wiii  that  be 
expressly  said  1  will  the  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  oq  the  subject  say  it  ?  He  says  he  will 
vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  because  ha 
deems  it  inadequate  to  the  purpose  intended; 
then,  it  i^  presumed,  he  has  plunged  into  futurity 
and  acquired  a  complete  knowledge  of  future 
events ;  if  he  has  not  acquired  that  knowledge, 
his  vote  against  the  bill  will  be  without  the  rea- 
son for  which  he  says  he  will  vote,  and  so  far  as 
reiates  to  that  particular  reason,  that  vote  will  be 
unsupported.  To  convince  a  gentleman  who 
votecT  against  the  war.  believing  it  wronij^,  that 
now  it  is  right,  is  nearly,  if  not  altogether  impos- . 
sible,  and  a  vote,  in  such  c&se,  for  a  measure  in 
support  of  the  war  is  not  to  be  expected^  for  it  ia 

S resumed  a  course  taken  will  not  be  abandoned. 
V  what  calculation  is  that  knowledge  obtained 
which  tfltkes  for  granted  that  the  foree  intended 
by  the  bill  is  designed  to  conquer  Canada  ?  Ia 
this  knowledge  derived  from  a  calculation  of  the 
number  o[  regiments  and  troops  already  existing 
by  law?  Any  calculation  of  that  kind  will  fau 
in  the  conclusion.  But,  it  seema,  that  the  honor 
of  the  country  forbids  a  strict  inquiry  into  tha 
number  of  troops  now  existing  on  the  Military 
Esftablishnoent.  Well,  so  far^  Uien,  the  honor  of 
the  .codntry  is  safe  i  but  will  the  honor  of  the 
country  be  supported  by  a  negative  vote?  A 
term  of  enlistment  for  twelve  months  is  spAd  to 
be  too  short  a  period  for  service ;  a  term  of  five 
years  heretofore  probably  was  too  long;  any  mid* 
die  term  might  also  be  objected  to.  Why  ?  Only 
because  the  war  was  deemed  improper;  and,  of 
course,  every  measure  to  support  the  war  is  also 
deemed  improper.  The  war  is  against  Qreat 
Britain,  by  reason  of  the  many  aggressiona  and 
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usttrpatioQs  "which  that  Power,  for  a  series  of 
years,  has  been  in  the  perpetration  of  against  the 
persons,  property,  and  sovereignty,  of  the  United 
States.  If  the  war  be,  as  it  is  said  to  be,  wrong 
and  improper,  what  is  that  course  of  conduct 
whieh  would  have  been  right  for  .the  United 
States  to  have  pursued  7  Would  submission  to 
the  will  of  Great  Britain  have  been  right?  War 
or  submission  were  the  only  alternatives,  and  a 
vote  for  the  war  was  a  vote  against  submission. 
The  unprofitable  business  of  negotiation  need 
not  be  taken  into  view  to  manifest  the  anxiety  of 
the  United  States  to  maintain  peace.*  These  mo- 
'tives  are  known  to  the  sovereign  people  of  this 
nation ;  they  are  known  to  the  people  of  the  Brit- 
ish Empire,'  who  may  have  dispassionately  exam- 
ined the  volumes  of  that  chaotic  negotiation; 
chaotic  .by  reason  of  the  many  windings  of  the 
British  Government,  which  ended  in  nothing. 
^  The  United  States  drank  the  very  dregs  of  the 
cup  of  disappointment  arising  from  negotiation. 
War  then  remained  to  be  adopted  in  place  of 
fraitless  negotiation ;  bat  that  war,  it  seems,  is 
improper,  and  so  is  every  measure  to  support  the 
war.  If  the  bill  declaring  war  had  been  nega^ 
tived  by  a  vote  of  this  House,  what  would  have 
been  the  consequence?  Great  Britain  had,  to 
negotiation,  refused  justice.  The  cctasequences 
need  not  be  mentioned;  they  will  present  tlfem- 
selves  to  the  impartial  inquirer.  If,  after  war 
was  declared,  every  measure  to  support  that  war 
had  been  refused  aod  withheld,  similar  or  worse 
consequences  would  have  followed  ;  but  an  una- 
nimity in  few  cases  is  to  be  expected,  much  less 
in  a  case  so  important  as  a  declaration  of  war,  op 
of  measures  to  carry  it  on. 

But  it  has  been  said,  and  truly,  too,  that  in  the 
commencement  of  the  war»  the  United  State? 
have  suffered  disasters;  two  cases  of  that  desorip* 
tion  have  occurred,  one  at  Detroit,  the  other  at 
Ctueenstown.  At  Detroit,  an  army  composed  of 
brave,  determined,  and  warlike  men,  were,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  surrendered  without  resist- 
ance to  the  enemy.  This  case  may  be  passed 
orer  without  comment,  until  a  development  of  it 
in  a  proper  manner  be  made;  but  this  much  is 
noticed,  that  detached  parties  of  that  array  were 
led  in  battle  against  parties  of  the  enemy,  were 
victorious,  and,  on  every  trial,  proved  themselves 
the  brave  defenders  of  the  rights  of  their  coun- 
try. In  relation  to  the  disaster  at  ^ueenstown, 
little  need  now  be  said,  because  the  respectable 
and  gallant  officer  who  commanded  at  that  bat- 
tle, has.  in  his  published  statement,  very  fully  ac- 
countea  for  it,  and  manifested  th^  cause  thereof; 
bat  where  did  ever  troops  fight  and  contend 
against  an  enemy  with  more  virtue  and  unremit- 
ting courage  than  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
did  who  fought  that  battle  ?  and  although  they 
were  ultimately  overpowered  by  numbers  great- 
Iv  superior,  they  nevertheless  proved  themselves 
the  worthy  defenders  of  the  rights  of  their  coon- 
try,  and  have  acquired  for  themselves  a  name  of 
renown,  which  will  be  remembered  as  long  as 
the  heights  of  €tueenstown  shall  remain.  The 
gallant,  brave  men,  there  engaged  with  the  ene- 


mv.  gave  a  specimen  of  what  American  citizen- 
soldiers  can  do,  and  if  a  few  l^undred  more  men, 
such  as  they  were,  had  been  with  them,  the 
heights  of  Q^oeenstown  would  have  witnessed 
the  ruin  of  the  defeated  and  captured  enenij. 
Let  us  not  talk  about  these  disasters  now;  suffi- 
cient about  them  has  been  said.  Bvery  Ameri- 
can heart  felt  chagrin  because  of  the  surrender 
of  the  army  at  Detroit,  and  in  the  heart  of  eveiy 
American  is  erected  a  monument  in  remembrance 
of  the  heroes  who  fell  in  defence  of  American 
rights  at  the  battle  of  Ctueenstown.  These  two 
cases  have  been  noticed  by  the  highest  officer  in 
this  nation,  in  a  manner  the  m6st  magnanimous 
and  expressive  of  his  confidence  in  the  exertions 
and  success  of  this  nation.  Let  the  Legislature 
of  this  Union  provide,  sa  that  similair  cases  in 
future  mav  be  prevented. 
Mr.  R.  here  gave  way -for  an  adjournment. 


WfiONEaoATy  January  6. 

Mr.  Bono  presented  a  petitidti  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Illinois  Territory,  praying  that  four 
companies  of  mounted  rangers  may  be  raised  for 
the  protection  of  their  Territory  against  the  hos- 
tile Indians. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr.  McKiu,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  .petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Balti- 
more, praying  the  removal  of  the  Loan  Office  to 
Baltimore,  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  and 
asked  for  leave  to  report  by  bill.  After  some  ob- 
jections by  Mr.  Go  ldsborodoh,  and  replies  thereto 
by  Mr.  McKim  and  Mr.  Abcher,  leave  was  given, 
and  a  bill  reported,  "  to  remove  the  office  of  Com- 
missioner of  Loans,  for  the  State  of  Maryland, 
to  Baltimore  ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  for  raising  an  ad- 
dional  military  force  of  30,000  men  for  one  year. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  in  examining  the  merits  of 
this  bill  an  extensive  range  is  taken  in  opposition 
to  it ;  the  bill  itself  sometiiaes  is  obsenred  by  re- 
citations of  matter  of  negotiation  heretofore  talk- 
ed about,  and,  without  effect,  endeavored  by  the 
United  States!  Considerable  labor  and  argu- 
mentation has  been  undergone  to  sliow  that  in 
business  of  negotiation  England  was  alwavs 
right,  and  ct>Atinoally  willing  to  do  right  to  tne 
United  States,  and  that  the  United  States  some 
how  or^ther  were  always  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  doing  something  precedent,  which  hindered 
them  from  obtaining  and  enjoying  the  many 
good  things  whieh  England  has  to  bestow  and 
freely  give  to  those  who  will  by  due  respect  and 
proper  submisssion  merit  them.  Everything  re- 
lative to  that  long  and  unprofitable  negotiation 
might  as  well  be  omitted  and  left  to  rest  in  ob- 
livion, at. least  in  this  House;  and  more  espe- 
cially because  the  documents  containing* all  the 
unsuccessful  business  have  been  spread  before 
the  American  ^ople,  and  the  thing  itself  has 
been  worn  threadbare  long  ago. 
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The  causes  and  reasons  which  induced  the  war 
are  also  discussed  whh  great  care  and  attention, 
and  elaborate  argument  used  to  show  that  the 
United  States  had  no  first  cause  of  war  against 
England,  and  that  if  the  United  States  had  any 
cause  of  war  against  England,  England  was  will- 
ing to  take  it  away ;  and  if  was  not  taken  away, 
it  was  owing  to  the  unfriendlycondcict  of  the 
United  States.'  Such  is  the  substance  of  ateu- 
ments  introduced  on  this  occasion  to  show  tnis 
bill  ought  not  to  be  a  law.  The  causes  and  rea* 
sons  inducing  the  war  are  known  to  the  people 
of  this  nation.  They  hare  formed  their  opinion 
thereon,  and,.therefore,  less  may  be  said.  There 
is,  however,  a  cause  of  the  war,  and  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  it,  which  in  proper  time  will  he  ad- 
verted to. 

In  opposing  the  bill  under  consideration,  the 
aggressions  and  usurpations  of  England  against 
the  United  States  are  not  brought  into  view  with 
I  perceivable  distinction  generally,  and,  where  they 
are,  England  fighting  K>r  existence  is  excusable ; 
being  forced  to  do  what  she  does  in  retaliation 
against  France  her  enemy.  It  might,  however, 
be  as  well  to  let  the  conduct  of  England  appear 
in  its  true  colors  towards  the  United  States;  in 
the  colors  in  which  it  is — colors,  which'  no  brush 
can  wipe  ofi)  and  which  are  of  so  peculiar  a  na- 
ture, and  so  agreeable  to  their  subject,  that  to  var- 
nish them  over  or  discolor  them  is  impossible; 
colors,  durable  as  time  itself,  not  composed  of 
the  perishable  ingredients  of  colors  used  by  great 
painters  of  past  a^es.  Seeing  the  causes  of  the 
war  are  noticed,  let  the  plain  facts  show  them- 
selves, and  they  will  appear  to  be,  that  England 
has  for  several  years  ^ast,  to  enrich  and  aggran- 
dize herself  and  to  humble  the  United  States,  car- 
ried on  war  in  disguise  against  them.  In  carrying 
on  that  war  in  disguise,  slie  unjustly  took  the  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens,  impressed  the  seamen,  and 
violated  in  many  instances  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States.  The  impartial  history  or  the 
times  will  manifest  that  she  perpetrated  these 
aggressions  and  usurpations,  that  the  United 
States  did  everything  a  nation  ought  to  do  to 
preserve  peace — but  England  would  not  sufier 
It  to  be  so.  The  United  States,  in  defence  and 
vindication  of  their  riffhti,  appealed  to  arms  and 
declared  war,  after  all  hope  of  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  security  for  the  future  injuries,  by 
negotiation,  had  ceased.  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  attempts  are  made  to  show  that  the  war  on 
the  part  or  the  United  States  is  unjust;  that  the 
declaration  of  war  was  an  act  of  folly  and  mad- 
ness, and  that  being  unjust  it  cannot  be  attended 
with  success,  and  the  war  is  said  to  be  foreign 
and  offensive. 

The  United  States  for  several  years  endeavored 
to  defend  and  vindicate  their  rights  against  the 
aggressions  and  usurpations  of  England,  by  nego- 
tiation, in  the  most  friendly  manner,  but  without 
effect ;  they  then  with  the  same  object  in  view, 
that  is,  to  defend  and  vindicate  their  rights  against 
the  aggressions  and  usurpations  of  England,  de- 
clared war,  and  for  that  reason  they  who  were 
and  are  for  war,  named  it  a  defensive  war.  They 


who  are  opposed  to  the  war  may  name  it  an  of- 
fensive and  foreign  war,  because  it  may  be  for- 
eign to  their  desires  and  offensive  to  their  dispo- 
sitions, and  so  England  may  name  it  foreign  and 
t>ffensive,  because  foreign  toner  desires;  she  would 
rather  have  carried  on  war  in  disguise  agdinst 
the  United  States,  and  in  thait  manner  have  sub- 
jected their  rights,  they  remaining  passive  and 
unwilling  even  to  be  kicked  into  a  war  I  The 
war  is  offensive  to  her,  because  the  United  States 
would  not  continue  a  submission  to  her  mon- 
strous aggressions  and  usurpations.  In  this  sense,  - 
and  no  other,  can  the  war  be  said  to  be  foreign 
and  offensive. 

The  object  of  just  war  is  to  compel  the  ag- 
gressor to  do  justice;  and  to  attain  that  end  he 
may  be  attacked  by  land  and  aea,  and  the  injured 
nation  has  a  right  to  choose  the  place  of  attack ; 
either  by  land  or  sea,  or  bdth.  It  is  not  for  the 
aggressing  nation  in  atich  #ar  to  direct  the  in-* 
jured  nation  where  to  attack ;  that  would  be  to 
reverse  thai  very  design  of  the  war.  In  this  war 
the  United  States  are  advised  to  attack  England 
on  the  ocean ;  and  at  the  same  time  they  are  told 
that  England  is  invulnerable  on  the  ocean ;  that 
her  thousand  ships  pf  war  rule  hnd  give  her  the 
dominion  of  the  ocean.  England  then  being  in- 
vulnerable on  the  oceaii,  to  persuade  to  attack 
her  on  the  ocean  is  what  she,  it  is  presumed, 
would,  if  she  could,  persuade  the  United  States  to 
do.  For  the  United  States  to  attack  Great  Britain 
on  the  ocean,  to  compel  her,  as  the  only  mode 
to  do  justice  to  them,  would  be  a  strange  scheme, 
apparently  irreconcilable  to  common  sense  and 
comtnon  prudence.  But  it  may  be  observed,  with 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  there  is 
an  audacity  which  sometimes  stands  men  instead 
both  of  genius  and  strength  ;  and  most  assuredly, 
be  is  roost  likely  to  perform  that  which  no  man 
ever  did  before,  and  will  never  be  likely  to  do 
again,  who  has  the  boldness  to  undertake  that, 
which  no  man  ever  thought  of  attempting  in 
time  past,  and  no  man  will  ever  think  of  attempt- 
ing in  time  future.  I  would  not,  however,  sir, 
be  understood  as  intimating  that  England  cannot 
be  conquered  on  the  ocean,  for  nations  rise  and  - 
fall  like  trees  in  the  woods. 

A  nation  not  sufficiently  strong  to  attack  the 
usurper  of  its  rights  on  the  ocean,  is  justifiable 
in  carrying  the  war  into  his  territories  and  do- 
mitHons,  and  the  occupation  ef  its  territories  by 
the  injured  nation  will  not  be  a  reason  to  denom- 
inate the  war  an  offensive  war,  for^  even  by  the 
common  law  of  England,  (which  will  not  be  dis« 
puted,)  he  who  commits  the  first  act  of  aggres-' 
sion  is  answerable  for  all  the  consequences.  In 
this  debate,  relative  to  the  war,  that  maxim  of 
England  appears  to  be  forgotten,  and  no  wonder 
that  maxim  is  forgotten,  for  all  the  injuries  per- 
petrated against  the  United  States,  by  her,  ap- 
pear to  be  forgotten.  And  that  is  strange,  for, 
owing  to  something  wrong  in  human  nature,  in- 
juries are  better  and  longer  remembered  than 
benefits ;  and  what  may  seem  to  be  stranger  than 
that,  is,  that  by  reason  of  some  other  strange 
thing  in  human  nature,  both  injuries  and  bene- 
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fits  are  forgotten  in  the  coDtemplatioa  of  sup- 
posed splendor  and  beauty  shining  in  the  face  of 
a  beloTed  object. 

But  it  is  objected  that  for  the  United  States  to 
occupy  by  their  armies  the  territories  of  Eaaland 
in  North  America,  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  reLi- 
gion  and  morality.  Certainly  they  who  make 
the  objection  will  in  this  case  take  and  act  agree- 
ably to  examples  giren  by  Englandi  who  can  do 
no  wroo^.  For  instance,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
were  ancient  kingdoms-— some  old  books  intimate, 
more  ancient  than  England  $  and  England  over- 
came with  her  armies,  and  conqt^ered  both,  with 
immense  slaughter  of  mankind,  and  finally  incor- 
porikted  them  with  herself  in  one  empire  ^  and 
certainly  England  would  do  nothing  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  religion  or  morality.  But  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  morality.  By  the  common 
law  of  England,  an  assault  will  justify  a  battery  ; 
and  certainly  the  common  law  of  England,  being 
the  perfection  of  reason,  is  the  perfection  of  mo- 
rality. England  has  assaulted,  nay,  grievously 
battered  the  United  States  many,  many  limes, 
more  than  three  times.  In  this  case,  then,  the 
example  and  law  of  England  prove  that  to  occupy 
the  territories  of  usurping  England  is  not  contrary 
to  morality  nor  to  religion.  Will  the  objector 
say,  that  he  who  suffers  his  household  to  be  de- 
stroyed by  an  enemy,  and  will  not  provide  for 
its  safety,  acts  pursuant  to  religion  ?  Besides, 
morality  and  religion  both  sanction  self-preser* 
vation.  ^  ' 

War  may  justifiably  be  carried  on  against  au 
usurper,  where  he  is  vulnerable.  Admit  Eng- 
land is  invulnerable  on  the  ocean,  but  is  vulner- 
able on  land,  and  the  United  States  are  not  able 
to  fight  her  on  the  ocean,  and  are  prohibited  by 
the  laws  of  morality  and.  religion  to  attack  her 
on  her  territory  ;vthey  then  may  submit  to  all  her 
i^ressions  patiently^  like  good  religionists  and 
moralists,  and  console  themselves  with  inability 
in  the  one  case,  and  reliffion  and  morality  on  the 
other.  According  to  this  doctrine,  an  army  of 
Indians,  allies  of  England,  may  cOme  from  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  Oiurder 
huiidreds  of  men,  women,  and  children ;  and  the 
United  States  are  prohibited  by  religion  and  mo- 
rality beyond  their  own  limits  to  pursue  the 
savage  cnurderers.  Away  with  all  such  impure 
and  spurious  doctrines.  Let  them  be  banished 
to  the  shades  where  dwell  non-resistance  and 
passive  obedience. 

Prejudice  against  England  cannot  with  pro- 
priety  be  imputed  to  the  United  States.  They 
patientljT  waited  several  years  for  the  returning 
friendship  of  England;  but  friendship  returned 
not }  for  their  patience  they  received  contumely, 
and  more  abuse ;  and  were  even  told  they  could 
not  be  kicked  into  a  war.  The  friendly  disposi- 
tion which  dictated  that  saying,  cannot  be  attri- 
buted to  prejudice  against  England.  Tbe  ar- 
rangement made  with  Mrw  Erskine,  and  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  United  States  disprove  the 
pretended  idea  of  prejudice  against  England. 
That  notion,  and  the  notion  of  French  influence, 
are  of  the  same  origin— mere  creatures  of  the 


imagination  and  destructive  of  each  other  in  the 
tumults  of  faiicy. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  if  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil and  blockade  system  were  repealed  by  Eng- 
land, and  if  that  had  been  known  previous  to  the 
declaration  of  war,  that  declaration  would  not 
have  been  made.  Admit  that  to  be  so.  for  the  ar- 
gument sake — that  cannot  have  any  force  against 
the  war.  England  had  time  sufficient  to  repeal 
them,  if  she  bad  been  so  disposed,  previous  to  the 
declaration  of  war  ;  but  she  did  not  repeal  them 
previous  thereto.  But,  if  she  has  repealed  them, 
they  were  repealed  in  consequence  ot  the  oppres- 
sion by  them  imposed  on  her  own  subjects,  and 
not  in  consequence  of  an  intention  to  do  justice 
to  the  United  States ;  for  a  repeal  of  them,  in- 
tending justice  to  the  United  States,  would  have 
been  a  long  time  before  it  was  odade ;  and  not 
limited  ana  conditional, as  it  was,  but  absolute  as 
respected  the  United  States.  In  justice,  the 
United  States,  being  a  neutral  nation,  were  enti- 
tled to  a  complete  exemption  from  the  operation 
of  all  the  maritime  and  commercial  edicts,  which 
they  remonstrated  against,  and  endeavored  to  ob- 
tain an  exemption  from,  since  the  time  of  their 
commencement,  bot withstanding  the  allegations 
of  England,  that  she  was  compelled  to  adopt  them 
in  retaliation  against  her  enemy.  She  and  her 
enemy  might  have  issued  edicts  against  each 
other  to  infinity ;  the  United  States,  in  justice, 
ought  not  to  have  been  made  the  subject  of  their 
operation,  and .  more  so  as  they  had  given  no 
cause  for  their  existence. 
«  In  this  case  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  asr 
sumed  that,  the  Orders  in  Council  being  repealed, 
the  cause  of  the  war  has  ceased,'  and,  therefore, 
the  war  ought  to  cease.  This  assumption  as- 
sumes \hat  the  Orders  in  Council  were  the  only 
cause  of  the  war.  What,  then,  and  Is  the  im- 
pressment and  enslaving  of  more  than  six  thou* 
eand  American  seamen  oo  cause  of  war  1  But 
for  the  present,  let  the  Orders  in  Council  be  taken 
as  the  cause  of  war,  tbe  conclusion  will  not  fol- 
low. The  Orders  in  Council  existed  at  the  time 
war  was  declared.  Let  the  order  pretending  to 
be  a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  be  Atten- 
tively observed,  through  a  pure  perspective  of 
American  manufacture,  that  order  will  be  dis^ 
covered  to  be  only  a  time-serving  and  make-be- 
lieve pretension  of  wha(  it  is  nor.  It  is  not 
what  it  pretends  to  be ;  for  it  is  loaded  with  re- 
strictions, limitations,  and  reserves.  Too  Ions 
has  the  Jlmerican  nation  been  amused  with 
promises  and  pretences  of  friendship  from  a 
source  where  enmity  1q)pears  rooted.  Let  Eng- 
land do  justice,  mere  justice,  and  nothing  more, 
and  she  may,  when  she  pleases,  put  an  end  to  the 
war.  But  no ;  such  is  not  her  will,  for  offers  of 
impartial  accommodation,  ever  since  tbe  declar- 
ation of  war,  were  made  to  her,  and  she  has  re- 
jected them;  the  documents  manifesting  the 
si^me  are  spread  before  the  American  people. 
War,  on  the  part  of  England  performs  the  opera- 
tion of  tbe  Orders  in  Council,  and  more,  and  by 
a  treaty  only  can  be  terminated.  Let  England, 
by  acu  of  justice,  show  that  she  is  willing  to  end 
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the  war  and  be  at  peaoe ;  let  her  restore  tb* 
Aioericaff  searoen  .she  h^  impressed^  aod  indeni* 
oify  for  alt  the  spoliations  she  has  com mit ted,  aod 
for  all  the  violations. of  .the  sovereignty  of  tlvis 
nation,  and  sb^  will  fio^I  the  United  States  cor- 
dially disposed  to  meet  her  on  terms  of  mutual 
justice,  and  at  tJie  return  of  peace,  said  Mr.  R., 
no  one  will  be  more  gratified jhan  I  will  be. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  amused 
himself  with  a  long  talk  about  this  bill-— some- 
times to  him  it  is  mere  smoke  and  phaneom,  at 
other  times  it  appears  arrayed  .ia  the  terrific  form 
of  a  Gorgon.  That  gentleman  has  had  his  fancy 
on  the  torture  to  discover  what  the  design  of  the 
bill  is — sometimes  it  is  to  invade  Canada,  then 
it  is  an. electioneering  trick.  Al«s,  for  trnth, 
when  buried  in  the  bewildering  of  imagination  ! 
And  yet  the  gentleman  would  induce  a.  Wlief 
that  he  knows  many  things  about  it)  for  he  talks 
.profusely  abput  soiaething  he  calls  a  Cabinet, 
wbicby  according  to  his  talk,,  must  know  eteri^* 
thing.  A  cabipetl  And  pray,  air,  what  ia  a 
cabinet?  A  man  far  off  la  the  woods  would 
suppose  tliat  word  meant  sooke  sort  of  hoaae,  be- 
ing a  derivative  from  tlie  word  Abia,  a  name 
given  to  a  house  whereia  a  first  jsettfer  of  waste 
lands  resides;  so,  then,  there  ara  the  words  cabin, 
cabinet,  aod  cabinet-maker.  Either  of  the  temis 
Biay  be  taken,  and  the  meaniii^  given  to  convey 
an  inapplicable  idea  for  the  purpose  of  under- 
standing the  minimums  of  fancy.  A  cabinet 
(small  chest) — ia  England  the  Wiord  may  mean 
king  and  privy  council — in  America,  tinder  the 
Constitution  of  the  United.  States^  tbe  word  has 
no  meaning  applicable  to  aoy  department  of  the 
Qovernment.-  Ah!  but  it  is  delioious  to  follow 
anything  carrying  the  furoeof  Old  England.  The. 
application  ofva  little  plain  common  aense  will 
discover,  without  trouble,  what  the  design  of  thte 
bill  is :  For  instance,  the  United  Statea  are  at  war 
in  defence  of  their  rights  agaiast  the^oaurpatioas 
of  England ;  war:  i^  to  be  carried  oa  Iritb  foroea; 
the  bill  contemplates  the  raisiag  of  Uae»^ — ami 
t(ie  forces  when  raised  are  to  act  iiv  mainteoanoa 
of  the  rights  of  this  nation,  and  where  a  direction 
shall  be  given;  and  aaybody  who  kjlows  the 
United  States  are  at  wav  may  know  alt  that  withr 
out  the  aid  of  a  sorites.  The  geiMleman  is  op- 
posed to  the  war,  aod  of  coame  a  politician  to 
whom  the  war  is  ofienaire,  that  ia,  he  ia  opposed 
to  the  invasion  of  Canada — but  Canada  is  a  pro- 
vince of  England,  and  near  the  United  States, 
and  a  firce  of  England  ia  there,  and  the  celebra- 
ted Henry,  of  British-Emisaary-raemory,  came 
from  there ;  and  all  this  the  gentleman  .knows, 
and  much  more,  and,  therefore,  let  him  be  ex- 
cused for  his  opposition  to  an  attack  on  Canada, 
for  that  is  war  against  England,  aod  England 
has  done  no  injury  to  the  United  States. 

In  this  debate  it  is  urged,  it  is  cruel  and  inhur 
nun  to  invade  the  people  of  Canada;  subsisting 
relations  are  stated  between  the  people  of  the 
United  Statea  and  the  people  of  Canada.  Rela- 
tions doubtless  exist ;  but  the  people  of  Canada 
are  the  subjects  of  England ;  but)  passing  that 
over,  it  ought  to,  be  known  that  no  invasion.  wiU 
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\ft  made  on  the  people  of  Canada,  considered  only 
as  the  people  of  Canada.  All  the  round-about 
talk  on  that  subject  is  inapplicable,  unless  they 
can  make  it  appear  that  they  are  independent  of 
England;  in  that  case  the  United  ^tatea  wiU 
never  invade  them;  they  may  if  they  will  beao, 
but  that  they  are  not.  In  Canada  are  strong 
fortifications  and  regular  troops  of  Ensland,  keep* 
iog  the  people  of  Canada  mindful  of  their  sub* 
jection.  The  safety  of  the  United  States  may 
require  the  removal  of  the  same  regular  troops 
from  Canada — in  that  removal  the  people  of 
Canada  can  lay  neutral  and  no  one  will  injure 
them.  But  the  talk  will  not  have  all  the  praise 
expected  without  being  puffed  with  terms  ex* 
pressing. the  cruelty  of  an  invasion  of  Canada* 
This  notion  of  the  invasion  of  Canada,  what  a 
powerful  notaoii  it  is  I  We  are  told  that  the  sue* 
eess  of  the  English  Ministry  at  the  iate.eleotion% 
was  owing  to  this  notion  of  the  invasion  of  Canada; 
the  English  Mijiistry  then  ought  to  be  grateful  to 
those  who  propagated  that  notion,  for  as  it  has 
already,  so  it  may  with  other  means  in  the  power 
of  that  Ministry,  help  tham  out  at  some  other 
dead  lift,  and  it  foHowi^that  an  opposition  ta  that 
notion  may  incur  the  direful  wrath  of  that  Miaia* 
try,  and  what  a  dreadfiil  thinf^  that  will  be  !  ^ 
In  thia  debate.  abonC  a  bill  to  raise  an  addi* 
t^nal  number  of  regiments  of  infantry,  the  won* 
derfttl  man.  Napoleon,  is  dragged  in  to  help->*he 
is  introduced,  clothed  in  tenrors,  to  defeat  this 
bill ;  this  JbiU,  so  unnecessary,  so  good  for  nothing, 
Fears  are  entertained  lest  the  same  terrific  Na* 
poleon,  after  having  destroyed  all  other  nations, 
shall  take  in  his  bead  to  destroy  the  United  States 
alao;  this  is  strange  indeed,  the  fears  entertained 
ought  to  operate  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  so  one 
would  think.  But  it  seems  the  order  of  nature 
•is  reversed  in  these  times  of  bonder,  and  what  is 
nuttt  fearisd.  is  not  to  be  provided  agaioat.  But 
why  4hakl  the  terrible  Napoleon  be  now  an  object 
of  tear  ?  Do  not  ail  the  late  accounts  from  Great 
Britain  (and  certainly  nothing  but  truth  can  come 
from  the  fast-actchored  Island  !)  go  to  show  that 
the  terrible  Napoleon  is,  with  all  his  armies^ 
blocked  up  in  the  desolation  of  Moscow,  and  can- 
not esoape  7  Away,  then,  with  all  idle  fears  of 
the  terrible  Napoleon — this  is  not  the  time  tn 
play  off. boyish  buggaboo  tricks.  But  it  is  inti- 
mated that  the  mighty  Napolepn  has  destroyed 
all  public  law;  wel^  tben^  he  must  have  had,  or 
has  in  his  hands,  the  sovereigfnty  of  the  ocean  as 
well  as  of  the  dry  land — and  England  on  the 
ocean  is  subject  to  him.  He 'who  may  will  be- 
lieve that;  t^  soon  will  Great  Britain  be  believed 
to  be  now  swallowed  down  and  engulphed  in  the 
ocean.  How,  when,  where,  and  by  whom  wist 
that  thing,  named  public  law,  made  and  con- 
eluded  7  When  and  where  did  the  nations  con* 
vene  and  make  it  ?  When  and  where  was  it 
universally  acted  on?  For,  being  a  piftblic  law, 
it  must  have  been  publicly,  that  is,  universally  in 
force,  obligatory  and  acted  on;  like  the  phantom 
named  balance  of  power,  the  thing  named  public 
law  has  been  a  ladder  used  by  ambition  to  mount 
the  isun^mit  of  despotisin.    England  cried  oat 
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baUnce  of  power,  public  law,  and  endeavored  A) 
Justify  all  ner  maritime  usurpations  by  it,  until 
ahe  mounted  up  to  the  dominion  of  tbe  otiean; 
and  now  she  says  she  has  a  rig^ht  to  that  dominion, 
and  of  right  will  hold  it,  because  her  navy  sweeps 
tbe  ocean  in  all  directions,  and  by  the  power  of 
her  navy  she  will  hold  it,  and  no  doubt  she  will  so 
long  as  she  is  able.  In  this,  England  has  done  no 
more.thao  every  other  nation  who  acquired  mari- 
tiine  ascendency  has  done;  that  is,  bottomed 
eirer^  maritime  usurpation  on  that  thin^  named 
public  law,  until  the  ascendency  was  acquired,  and 
Chen  set  public  lawat  defiance,  aecUringtbat  fiiari« 
time  power  carried  with  it  the  right  to  presoribe 
maritime  law.  On  that  despotic  principle  each  of 
them  acted,  until  the  injured  surrounding  nations 
put  down  the  ascendency.  That  usurpation,  mU 
though  in  execution  it  has  for  a  time  suspended 
She  rights  of  nations,  bqttomed  on  natural  law 
a»d  universal  justice,  has  not  obliterated  those 
natural  and  inalienable  rights.  They  being  per^ 
]»etual  in  existence,  although  overpoweved  for  a 
tioae,  continually  operate,  until  at  length  thef 
burst  forth  with  irresistible  energy  and  bury  the 
usurper  in  an  everlasting  grave,  under  tbe  ruins 
p£  his  own  magaifieence. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^  il^  the 
fndtfulness  of  his  imagiaation,  has  diacovered 
another  object  of  this  bill;  that  is,  that  this  bill, 
and  even  the  war  itself,  is  an  electiof)eering  trick; 
to  have  a  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Armies  ap^ 

feinted,  who,  by  a  future  election,  may  becorai^ 
resident  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
State  of.  Virginia  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  this,  be- 
cause a  citizen  of  that  State  most  be  the  Lieuten- 
ant General ;  that,  in  twenty^^i^bt  yeavs,  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  United'  States  will  have  been  ad- 
tnintstered  twenty-foOr  years  by  a  Virginian,  and 
iatimatiag,  that,  not  content  with  that,  Virginia 
ia  looking  forward  to  an  election  four  years  hence. 
This  is  a  heavy  charge  agifinst  you,  Virginia ;  and 
for  this,  the  gentleman,  in  his  big  anger,  has 
aharged  you  with  ambitioa,  aad  a  majority  of 
the  other  States  are  covertly  charged  with  abet- 
ting you  in  your  ambition,  a«  if  tbey  were  in- 
fluenced by  you,  or  werenot  fit  to  judge  for  them-' 
selves;  and  all  this  by  a  gentleman  from  Boston. 
The  gentleman  will  not  remember  past  times ; 
ke  will  not  recollect  when,  at  tbe  commenee- 
■lentof  the  Revolutionary  war,  Bostba  was  filled 
with. a  devouring  and  cruel  enemy,  and  the  good 
people  thereof  in  wretched  misery;  that  then, 
when  paleness  of  Aice  prevailed  in  Boston,  Vir- 
frinia  rose  with  magnanimity,  greatness,  and  ma- 
jesty ;  sent  her  beloved  Washington,  and  her 
mvmed  bands  of  ciiixens,  and  her  rich  provisions, 
to  deliver  and  save  the  good  people  of  Boston 
from  their  merciless  enemies  and  from  famine. 
The  gentleman  will  not  remember  this,  for  great 
men  sometimes  forget  their  friends.  Many  good 
ni«n.  however,  yet  alive  in  Boston,  remember  itj 
•nd  with  gratitude.  This,  however,  is  not  in- 
tended to  intimate  that  a  President  of  the  United 
States  ought  alwviys  to  he  elected  from  Virginia, 
but  only  to  show  that  the  gentleman  would  do 
i»  well  to  bo  ia  good  humor  towards  Virginia. 


But  the  g^tleman;  it  aeems,  has  discovered  that 
this  bill,  and  even  tne  war  itself,  is  an  electioneer^ 
ing  scheme  to  make  a  citizen  of  Virginia  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Well,  this  is  truly 
a  wonderful  discovery;  completely  novel,  and  of 
the  gentleman's  own  invention;  and  as  it  muy  be 
.of  great  use  in  the  political  world,  the  gentleman 
is  ^titled  to  all  the  benefits  and  emoluments  of 
a  first  discovery;  to  obtain  which  adequate  pro- 
vision is  made  by  law,  so  soon,  as  a  model  is 
lodged  in  the  proper  oflice. 
•  Some  observations  were  made  by  the  gentle- 
man relating  to  drawing-rooms.  Such  foul  and 
undeserved  aspersions  have  one  only  answer — 
'^  L&t  him  loho  iBJOihy  htJiUhy  wHU?' 

A  charge  is  mada  against  this  bill,  that  it  will 
be  iajurioua  to  the  militia.  That  is  impossible. 
An  evident  object  of  it  is  to  preserve  the  militia 
within  the  limits  of  their  respective  States  and 
Tarrlioi^iea,  as  fiar  as  Is  ooneistent  with  safety  ta 
the  Union,  to  the  intent  that  the  militia  may  be 
less  frequenlly  taken  ojBT  from  their  r^ral  and 
other  ooeupations;  and  that,  to  the  militia,  is  of 
thik  wtaiost  importance^  and  it  is  well  known 
how  careful' the  GtoVeraors  of  ^ome  States  are  of 
the  militia.  -  But  a  certain  operation  which  this 
bill  will  have,  is  completely  kept  out  of  view; 
that  operation  is,  it  may  be  presumed,  what  has 
thrown  the  gentleman  so  much  off  his  guard. 
The  operation  alluded  to  is  simply  this:  this  bill, 
if  it  becomes.a  iaw,  will  give  a  force  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  which  will  not  be  con- 
trolled by  any  novel  constructions  of  tbeConsti- 
tntion  of  tba  United  States,  and,  in  its  operation, 
will  greatly  *aid  ibt  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  carry  on  a  just  war  against  the  usurpa- 
tibns  of  Biiffand;  in  defence  of  the  sacred  rights 
of  the  natido ;  this  is  the  great  stumbling  block. 
All  that  that  gentleman  has  said  in  this  debate — 
taking  into  view  his  poetry  also,  which  is  an  in- 
imitable example  of  the  true  bathos— -is  reducible 
to  a  few  points,  namely,  in tective  against  those 
who  ad«ii4n:ister4he  affairs  of  this  nation ;  second, 
an  attempt  to  persuade,  a ot  to  invade  Canada^ 
thitfd,  an -fft tempt;  in  agtiarded  butsdrcitous  man- 
ner, to  s^w  the  weairoeas  of  xhe  physical  and 
pacuniary  restwirces  of  tbe  United  States  to  carry 
on  the  war$:«nd  fourth,  a  self-pleanng  display  ^ 
the  greatness  of  the'powerand  resources  of  Bng- 
iaodi  and  justification  of  fingland  in  her  eooduet 
against  the  United  States,  accompanied  through- 
out the  whole  with  modest  intimations  of  the 
cartainty  of  his  knowledge,  in  relation  to  things 
by  him  declared  to  be  true,  on  his  ownoonsctence, 
in  a  course  of  eight  years,  in  which  he  intimates 
himself  to  have  been  an  atteiKive  observer  of 
thingA  and  persdns. 

He  has  obfierved,  and  properly  too,  that  '*'  the 
strength  of  safire  is  the  justness  of  the  remark, 
and  the  only  sting  of  invective  is  the  truth  of  the 
obeervatloD."  Let  the  impnrtia!  and  unprejudiced 
read,  contemplate,  and  underiitand^  the  history  of 
all  the  transactions  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Sta't^  towardp  England,  and  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land towards  the  United  States;  and, also, all  the 
mass  of  invective  whi«h  tha^  gentleman  has,  ia 


681 


Bimom  OF  GONOBnie^ 


680 


JAlfUARY,  1813. 


Additional  MQiiary  Forct. 


H.  QP  R; 


the  course  of  his  debates,  and  for  nearly  eight 
yearsj  been  endearoring  to  throw  on  those  who 
hare  administered  the  affairs  of  this  nation ;  and 
Chen  apply  the  test  given  by  himself,  and  it  wilt 
appear  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit,  not  only  in 
this  debate,  bat  at  other  times,  of  pronouncing 
inrective  against  himself;  and^  for  a  plain  rea- 
son, his  inTectire  in  relation  to  those  wno  admin- 
ister the  affairs  of  this  nation,  is  withoat  the 
sting  necessary  to  make  it  invective;  and  where 
there  is  no  invective  there  is  no  satire. 

So  much  of  what  he  has  observed  in  opposi- 
tion to  aU  invasion  of  Canada,  has  been  already 
noticed.  So  macb  as  respects  the  inability  of  the 
United  Stares  to  carry  on  the  war  by  invading 
Canada^  or  otherwise,  will  recoil,  on  application 
of  the  role,  if  designed  as  invective  against  this 
nation.  And  so  much  thereof  as  goes  to  display 
the  power  and  resources  of  England,  and  the 
statements  in  relation  to  the  conduct  or  England 
towards  the  United  States,  will,  for  the  present, 
be  left  to  be  explained  by  the  gentleman  himself 
at  another  time. 

The  gentleman  has  stated  that  his  ancestors 
have  becQ  planted  in  tbfs  country  for  near  two 
centuries.  And  what  will  that,  prove?  Only 
that  his  ancestors,  for  so  much  of  that  period  as 
was  previous  to  the  declaration  of  independence, 
were  subjects  of  England,  as  were  all  others  who 
were  in  existence  in  the  then  colonies  of  Eng- 
land at  the  time  of  that  declaration.  That  cir- 
cumstance will  not  sanction,  the  abuse  of  those 
who  administer  the  affiiirs  of  this  nation.  The 
gentleman  intimates  that  he  has  character  and 
friends^  and  a  deep  stake  in  the  soil.  And  is  he 
the  only  one  standing  in  that  predicament?  Have 
not  they  who  administer  the  affairs  of  this  nation^ 
characters,  families,  and  friends,  and  deep  stakes 
in  the  soil,  also?  Are  not  they,  and  every  one 
who  is  engaged  in  resisting  the  aggressions  and 
usurpations  of  England,  as  deeply  interested  in 
the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  Republic,  as  that 
gentleman  who  once  thought  the  United  States 
could  not  be  kicked  into  a  war.  Patriotism  and 
love  of  country  does  not  depend  on  a  long  a  aces- 
tral  residence  in  that  country,  nor  in  a  deep  stake 
in  the  soil.  Several  nien,  whose  ancestors  had 
for  many  years  been  settled  in  the  country  pre- 
Tious  to  the  declaration  of  independence  of  the 
United  States,  did  not  remain  in  the  United 
States,  but  chose  to  continue  subjects  of  England. 
At  that  period  every  man  had  a  right  to  elect 
whether  he  would  continue  a  subject  of  England 
and  retire,  or  remsh'n  and  help  to  resist  the  then 
Usurpations  of  England,  and  tne  establishment  of 
that  declaration  of  independence.  The  conten- 
tions and  discord  of  the  Jews,  shut  up  in  the  city 
of  Jerusalem,  by  the  Roman  legions  under  Titus 
Vespasian,  were  a  cause  of  the  deliver]^  of  that 
great  ciiy  into  the  hands  of  Titus,  and  the  de- 
struction of  it  and  the  Jewish  nation  ;  and  these 
Tery  Jews  were  the  offspring  of  a  long  line  of 
ancestry,  who  had  been  for  many  centuries  in  pos- 
session of  that  city  and  Judea,  aqd  rooted  in  that 
soil  as  deeply  and  exclusively  as  the  oak  or  lofty 
cedar  that  rooted  itself  among  the  rocks  of  Leba- 


'non,  and  even  as  deeply  as  the  gentleman  him- 
self in  the  soil  of  Massachusetts.  This  case  ia 
only  noticed  to  show  that  a  long  line  of  ancestry 
is  not  the  exclusive  cause  of  patriotism,  without 
believing  that  the  opposition  of  the  gentleman  to 
the  bill  under  consideration,  although  it  may  and 
probably  will  be  a  cause  of  prolonging  the  war, 
will  have  any  effect  whatever  towards  subjectinj^ 
the  United  States  to  the  usurpations  of  Englano! 
As  has  been  observed,  England  commenced,  «€ 
an  early  period  of  the  United  States,  her  opera- 
tion of  war  in  drs^uise  against  them;  abd  in  that 
England  was  resisted  by  negotiation  under  the 
Admfnistration  of  President  WAsatNOTOir,  the 
father  and  friend  of  his  country,  and  by  everf 
succeeding  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  is  the  highest  authority  to  have  continued 
resistance,  not  only  by  negotiation,  but  by  war 
itself,  until,  the  objec;  is  obtained.  ,To  that  wajr 
in  disguise,  the  embargo  and  non -intercourse  laws 
were  opposed,  under  expectation  that  thereby 
England  might  be  induced  to  stop  her  war  in  dia- 
guise,  and  do  justice  to  the  United  Slates.  The 
embargo  and  non-intercourse  laws  were  resisted, 
and  failed  in  effect,  and,  by  that  resistance,  Bn|r. 
land  was  encouraged  to  progress  in  her  war  la 
disguise,  and  that  war  at  last  produced  a  declara- 
tion of  war  against  England;  thai  declaration  of 
war  was  opposed,  and  so  also  has  every  measure 
to  carry  on  the  war.  And  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  that  opposition,  in  its  several  pe- 
riods, has  had  considerable  influence  on  England 
to  continue  her  war  in  disguise,  and  will  operate 
on  her  to  continue  the  war,  nothwithstanding  the 
efforts  of  those  who.  by  every  means,  without 
War,  endeavored  to  obtain  justice  from  England 
in.  an  amicable  manner,  and  who  now,  by  war^ 
are  endeavoring  to  obtain  that  object. 

Mr.  WiooBRY. — Mr.  Speaker:  I  understaiid 
the  question  before  the  House  to  be  on  the  bill 
for  raising  twenty  thousand  troops,  in  addition  to 
those  already  raised.  To  this  bill  the  objections 
arie,  that  it  is  an  unjustifiable  war;  that  there  waa 
no  need  of  war;  that  England  has  alwayas  been 
ready  to  do  us  justice,  and  to  give  us  peace  on 
honorable  terms;  that  her  Orders  in  Council 
which  were  the  great  cause  of  war,  were  revoked; 
that  England  wants  none  but  her  own  seamen, 
and  that  she  was  willing  to  negotiate  about  the 
seamen  when  ready,  but  that  she  was  not  quite 
ready;  that  the  Cabinet  was  made  up  of  two  Vir- 
ginians and  a  foreigner;  that  the  war  was  declared 
with  a  view  to  secure  the  election  of  James  the 
First:  that  it  was  intended  to  give  James  the  Sec- 
ond the  command  of  the  army,  in  order  to  secure 
his  election  as  our  nett  President;  that  it  would 
Augment  the  office-seekers,  who,  with  the  frienda 
of  the  Administratibn,  were  continually  haunting 
the  Executive,  like  toads,  that  lived  on  the  spittle 
of  the  palace  and  levee;  that  Mr.  Monroe  had 
been  the  instigator  of  the  letter  writt^'n  by  Mr. 
Cushittg,  in  which  a  Lieutenant  General  waa 
hinted  at,  and  in  proof  of  this  last  charge,  thef 
charged  him  with  undertaking  to  arrange  the 
War  Office,  which  it  was  said,  last  sea-^ion,  would 
require  the  talents  and  abilities  of  three  men; 
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that  Canada  is  of  more  use  to  us  in  the  possession 
of  the  Eoglish,  than  if  it  was  our  own  ;  because 
it  now  operated  as  a  pledge  for  their  good  beha- 
viour.   8ir,  if  I  believed  oue-haif  that  has  beeu 
said  against  my  own  Government,  and  in  furor 
of  the  British  Uovernment,  it  would  not  only  be 
my  duty  to  vote  against  this  bill,  but  to  aid  in  re- 
pealing all  the  war  measures.    Sir,  if  what  the 
gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  said,  is  true,  it 
would  be  uopardooabie  in  me  to  aid  in  any  act, 
by  which  any  of  those  sainted  subjects  in  Cana- 
da, whom  the  gentlemen  are  pleased  to  call  our 
friends  and  kinsmen,  should  be  injured.     Al- 
though I  do  not  see  now  it  is  possible  all  those 
objections  can  apply  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  whatever  they  might  have  done  against  a 
declaration  of  war;  yet,  as  gentlemen  have  been 
permitted  to  take  this  wide  range  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  it  is  impossible  they  should  be  answered, 
without,  in  some  measure,  going  from  the  ques- 
tion immediately  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.    The  opposition  has  been  more  of  a  rant 
than  an  argument.    "That  it  is  an  unjustifiable 
war."  If  they  are  right  in  this, the  majority  must 
have  been  very  wrong,  in  declaring  war,  in  the 
first  place;  if  that  part  of  their  objection  is  well 
founded,  we  must  have  been  deceived  in  the 
whole  of  what  we  have  understood  to  be  the  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States. 
Sir,  as  early  as  1793,  Great  Britain  had  beheld 
with  a  jealous  eye,  the  ^reat  increase  of  the 
American  commerce,  carried  on  by  an  industri- 
ous, honest,  and  enterprising  people;  she  knew  not 
for  some  time  how  to  curtail  it,  without  an  open 
rupture ;  at  last  she  dreamed  that  corn  was  contra- 
iNind  of  war,  and  in  spite  of  all  that  could  be  said 
or  done  by  our  Minister,  then  at  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, she  insisted  on  this  abuse  of  power  to  pre- 
vent the  United  States  from  exporting  her  own 
corn  to  any  of  the  belligerents  (herself  excepted.) 
This,  however,  did  not  prevent  entirely  the  growth 
of  the  American  commerce;    Eight  or  ten  years 
after  this^.  another  deep  laid  plot  was  set  on  foot. 
Some  of  the  Americans  were  taken.    On  the 
trial  of  one  of  these  vessels,  Sir  William  Scott 
gave  an  opinion,  that  produce  taken  direct  from 
the  colonies  to  a  neutral  port,  there  discharged 
and  reshipped,  was  a  sufiicieot  proof  of  its  neu- 
tralization, to  carry  it  to  any  part  of  the  world. 
This  gave  a  spring  to  the  American  commerce ; 
the  ocean  was  whitened  with  her  canvass  in  eve- 
ry climate;  rich  and  full  cargoes  passing  in  ^very 
direction;  the  owners  innocent  and  unsuspecting 
as  the  lamb  that  licks  the  salt  from  the  butcher's 
band — mark  their  fate.    England  now,  for  the 
first  time,  decreed  that  neutrals  bad  no  right  in 
war  which  peace  did  not  give  them.    She  imme- 
diately sent  forth  her  cruisers;  her  avarice,  para- 
mount to  every  other  consideration,  could  not  be 
restrained  ;  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  of  rea- 
Bon  and  common  honesty,  she  made  one  general 
sweep.    When  the  vessels  and  cargoes  were  car- 
ried into  London,  Sir  William  Scott  had  his  ex- 
cuses ready.    In  vain  did  the  defendants  urge  his 
former  decision;  he  said  it  was  true  that  he  had 
given  such  an  opinion,  but  it  had  been  overruled 


by  higher  authority,  and  by  whose  opinion  he 
was  bound.  No  furtner  reasoning  was  had  on  the 
subject.  The  Americans  were  brought  in  like 
sheep  to  the  slaughter,  condemned,  their  proper- 
ty taken  from  them ;  they  left  to  wander  about 
tne  streets,  penniless^  depending  on  the  cold  hand 
of  charity  for  subsistence.  In  this,  sir,  I  chal- 
lenge contradiction.  I  was  in  London  at  the  time, 
and  had  the  mortification  to  see  my  countrymea 
stripped  of  their  all,  and  thus  turned  adrift,  in  a  for- 
eign land.  Her  voracious  appetite  not  yet  satis- 
fied, her  paper  blockade  was  next  put  in  force. 
With  a  single  paragraph  from  her  pen,  she  put 
the  whole  frontier  of  Europe  under  a  state  of 
blockade^  without  a  single  ship  in  sight  of  one- 
half  the  harbors;  and  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  British  ships  of  war  came  over  to  your  coun- 
try, three  thousand  miles  from  the  places  block- 
aded, there  captured  your  ships  in  the  mouth  of 
your  harbors,  and  within  the  acknowledged  jurist 
diction  of  the  United  Slates,  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  the  law  of  ^nations,  which  coD;uders 
only  such  ports  undei^  blockade  as  have  a  suffi- 
cient force  before  them,  to  prevent  neutrals  enter- 
ing the  port.  All  this  ha$  beeu  done  to  injure 
and  destroy  the  American  commerce.  Are  these 
not  jost  causes  of  complaint,  without  mentioning 
the  base  practice  of  man-stealing,  which  is  of  it- 
self a  suflfcient  cause  of  war  against  England  7 
As  to  the  revocation  of  the  ^Orders  in  Council, 
with  the  reserve  made  therein  to  restore  them 
whenever  it  should  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Brit- 
tish  Government;  this  is  not  what  we  are  con- 
tending for — a  mere  momentary  repeal ;  we  dis- 
pute the  right  of  any  nation  to  niake  paper  block- 
ades. Instead,  therefore,  of  gaining  a  point  by 
this  conditional  repeal,  if  accepted  on  our  part,  it 
would  be  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  their  right 
to  such  blockade  in  future.  Such  a  system  conld 
never  be  submitted  to  by  any  commercial  nation, 
if  in  their  power  to  prevent  it.  ''England  is  ready 
to  do  us  justice,  and  to  enter  into  negotiations 
respecting  our  seamen,"  When  will  this  ^  bul- 
wark" of  religion  be  .ready  to  do  Us  justice  1  We 
have  called  on  her  by  every  means  in  our  power 
for  fifteen  vears  past,  and  she  has,  in  every  in- 
stance, evaded  doing  us  iustice,  except  in  that  of 
the  Chesapeake.  Gentlemen  in  the  oppositioa, 
when  talking  about  impressment,  endeavor  to 
balance  the  account  by  augmenting  the  number 
pf  English  seamen  in  our  merchant  service.  They 
have  as  many  Americans  in  their  merchant  ser- 
vice, as  we  have  of  theirs  in  our  service.  But  this 
is  not  what  we  complain  of:  it  is  the  abominable 
practice  of  men-stealing,  ancT  compelling  them 
to  fight  against  their  country,  their  brothers, 
fathers,  and  friends.  This  is  what  we  are  called 
on  to  oppose — the  enslaving  our  citizens,  and  car- 
rying them  from  their  friends  and  their  families. 
Is  it  such  a  crime  to  look  like  an  Englishman,  and 
to  talk  the  same  language,  that  we  must  be  en- 
slaved for  it  wherever  they  can  take  us?  It  can- 
not be  submitted  to.  But  the  Cabinet  is  com- 
posed of  ^'  two  .Virginians  and  a  foreigner."  As 
to  the  President,  it  matters  not  with  me,  on  what 
particular  spot  of  ground  he  was  born,  if,  within 
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the  Uoiced  Scatei-^if  be  is  the  bett  man,  take 
him.  He  will  not  be  so  likely  to  bear  a^^aiost 
"  New  JBngiEDd,"  in  a  Middle  State,  as  if  he  wae 
further  South,  or  from  Teonessee  or  from  Ken- 
tockjT-  Iff  therefore!  ooe  State  muat  have  the 
Presidenttfy  I  think  them  in  less  danger  in  a  Mid- 
dle State,  than  in  any  of  the  extremes.  Sir,  I 
have  heard  so  much  against  those  Virginians,  that 
I  had  almost  concluded  they  were  de^rils;  but 
when  I  came  among  them,  1  found  them  acting 
in  politics  according  to  their  talents  and  abilities, 
rery  much  like  other  men.  Bat  what  shall  be 
4one  with  Mr.  Monroe  ?  He,  they  say,  was  the 
instigator  of  Mr.  Cushing's .  letter,  in  which  a 
Lieutenant  (General  was  hinted  at.  Sir,  I  see 
nothing  in  this  letter  mere  extraordinary  than 
w^hat  might  have  been  expect^  from  any  milita- 
ry officer,  and  what  is  to  be  seen  in  all  large 
armies.  But  to  prove  their  fears  are  well  ground- 
ed, they  charge  him  with  going  into  the  War  Of- 
fice to  do  the  work,  which,  it  waasaid  last  ses- 
sion, would  require  the  labor  of  three  men.  This 
ia  monstrous!  A  Virgioian  charged  with  the 
crime  of  iiidustry  i  A  man  undertaking  to  do 
three  mea's  work  himself!  Of  all  places  in  the 
world,  Virginia  would  be  the  laat  in  Which  I 
should  tb  ink  of  chargiBf^  the  citizens  with  the 
crime  of  in^hutry!  It  might  apply  much  better 
further  north.  But  Mr.  Slonroe  seems  to  be  to 
the  opposition,  whai  Mordeeai  was  to  Haman. 
Sir,  I  renaeinber  when  in  London,  amidst  all  the 
distress  of  his  fetlow-citizens  who  were  captured 
and  broug^bt  in  to  that  place,  tbejr  all  spoke  well 
of  him  as  a  faithful  servant  of  his  country.  Sir, 
I  find  hiai  at  home  equally  busy  in  the  service  of 
his  country,  in  season  and  out  of  season— regard- 
less of  his  owil  ease,  always  ready  to  attend  to 
business.  Sir,  this  violent  opposition  to  such  a 
character  from  that  quarter  of  the 'House,  raises 
him  in  my  estimation. 

But  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  foreigner  7 
(( Xwo  Virginians  and  a  foreigner."  Sir,  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  in  this  country  during  our  struggle 
for  libertv.  Ho  was  at  that  time  professor  of  the 
French  language  in  Cambridge  college.  His 
citizenship  is  as  old  as  your  nation.  As  well 
might  you  call  all  who  were  here  antecedent. to 
the  Revolution  foreigners.  I  know  of  no  legal 
distinction  between  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 
who  are  born  on  the  island  of  Britain,  and  those 
born  in  her  colonies.  While  they  belong  to  th^t 
Bation,  they  have  like  passions  and  national  pre- 
indices.  We  never  heard  the  complaint  of  for- 
eigner against  Mr.  Hamilton,  when  he  was  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  He  was  as  much  a  for^ 
eigner  ae  Mr.  GalUtio.  Mr.  Hamilton  was  born 
on  the  island  of  Jamaica.  The  Federal  f^entle- 
men  were  never  .alarmed  about  this  English  for- 
eigner. When  he  died,  f\uieral  processions  were 
made  all  over  the  country  on  his  account.  No 
Republicans  cried  out  foreigner;  they  consid- 
ered him  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  If  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  not  uncommonly  guarded,  correct, 
and  fair  in  all  his  dealings,  he  would  have  been 
found  out  before  now.  He  has  had  so  many  en- 
emies contialiaUy  wmtcbiog  for  his  Jtialting,  that 


I  have  no  doubt,  had  he  committed  errors,  the 
Federal  gentlemen  would  have  detected  him  be- 
fore this  time.  Sir,  1  do  not  stand  here  as  the 
advocate  of  Mr.  GallaUB|  mbre  than  of  any  other 
man,  who  is  thus  attacked  unfairly,  and  where 
he  has  no  chance  to  ansWer  for  himself. < 

"  That  this  war  was  -declared  with  a  view  to 
secure  the  election  of  James  the  First.''  How 
strangely  do  men  contradict  themselves  whea 
driven  to  desperate  shifts.  This  very  gentleman, 
my  colleague,  (Mr.  Qdinct,)  in  the  same  speech, 
declares  that  the  war  is  unpopular,  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  citizens  were  opposed  to  it, 
and  that  those  who  acquiesced  in  it  did  it  with 
the  greatest  reluctance.  How  then  it  could  aid 
the  election  of  Mr.  Madison  must  be  elucidated 
by  Federal  logic.  "  James  the  Second  is  to  have 
the  command  of  the  Army,  to  aid  his  election  as 
President  for  the  next  four  years."  Strange  ob- 
jection to  a  bill  for  an  enlistment  of  twelve 
months — that  it  is  to  aid  an  election  which  is  to 
take  place  four  years  hence.  This  is  hardly  de- 
servihg  of  an  answer.  But  my  colleague  (Mr. 
CIdinct)  says  it  will  augment  the  office-seekers, 
who,  with  the  friends  of  the  .Administration, 
haunt  the  palace,  like  toads,  that  live  on  the  spit- 
tle of  the  palace  and  the  levee.  If  the  gentle- 
man means  partaking  at  the  President's  bounte- 
ous table,  he  too  has  taken  his  turn.  He  has  en- 
joyed the  fruits  of  the  palace,  and  touched  the 
generous  glass  at  levee.  (How  black  the  sin  of 
ingratitude !)  The  House  will  pardon  me  for 
repeating  the  gentleman's  language  in  his  simile 
of  the  toad ;  language  which,  if  used  in  any 
place  except  on  the  floor  of  Congress  Hall,  I 
should  have  considered  as  Billing^ate.  Many 
of  the  gentleman's  political  friends.. who  have 
sought  and  obtained  offices  under  tne  late  ap* 
pointments,  will  not  feel  under  obligations  to  him 
for  his  simile.  '^  That  Canada  is  of  more  use  to 
us  in  the  possession  of  the  British  than  if  it  waa 
our  own."  Sir,  so  long  as  we  have  the  English 
in  our  neighborhood,  so  long  will  our  Government 
be  disturbed  by  secret,  machinations.  She  u  so 
handy  that  she  will  always  be  able  to  do  mor6  by 
stratagem  towards  dividing  our  councils  and  the 
Union,  than  all  her  armies  could  do,  had  she  no 
colonies  on  the  continent.  Aside  from  her  red 
allies,  whom  she  can  set  to  war  with  us  just  whea 
she  pleases,  consider  them  in  any  point  of  view 
you  nlease,  they  are  dangerous  neighbors.  I 
would  not  be  understood  oy  these  remarks  to 
mean  that  I  would  not  settle  with  England  until 
we  had  conquered  the  Canadas,  but  to  show  that 
they  are  a  dangerous  pledge  to  us ;  they  have  al- 
ways looked  on  the  United  States  as  their  own, 
and  have  only  sought  for  a  good  opportunity  to 
divide  them,  in  order  that  they  might-  take  pos- 
session i  hence  the  Henry  plot,  the  discovery  of 
which  will,  for  a  time,  put  them  back.  Sir, 
whenever  a  country  is  to  be  revolutionized,  the 
leaders  who  are^intrusted  with  the  secret  are  al- 
ways to  come  forward  as  the  friends  of  the  peo- 
ple and  peace-makers,  who  are  ready  to  give  up 
all  for  the  ffood  of  the  people;  tell  them  how 
cruel  their  Government  is;  that  their  rulers  have 
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BO  feelings  for  them ;  that  they  only  aim  to  en- 
tlaire  them  ;  that  if  they  had  the  role  they  would 
aoon  relieve  them,  d^:.    Thus  they  deceive  the 
people,  on  til  they  f^el  into  power  themselves,  and 
then,  for  the  first  timei  the  people  find  they  never 
meant  them  for  anything  bat  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water.    It  is  by  those  deceptive 
measures  that  most  of  the  €k>Yernment8  in  Eu- 
rope have  been  overthrown.    Look  at  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country;  the  peace-makers  crying 
out  against  the  President,  with  an  united  voice, 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  that 
ha  is  under  French  influence — that  be  is  a  war 
nan,  dbc.    When  the  fact  is,  that  this  miffhry 
war  man  has  almost  prostrated  the  honor  of  his 
country  at  the  foot  of  Britain  in  search  of  peace.' 
ily  colleague  (Mr.  Brioham)  when  up  yester- 
day, acknowledged  that  if  united  we  could  con- 
quer Canada,  and  if  united  we  could  bare  an 
honorable  peace ;  but,  said  the  gentleman,  ^  Mr. 
Speaker,  you  differ  in  opinion  as  much  from  me 
mt  I  ^o  rrom  you.''    Sir,  if  I  have  understood 
Tou,  both  in  private  and  public,  you  have  on  a 
inli  investigation  of  the  dispute  between'tfae  two 
nations,  formed  an  opinion  in  favor  of  your  own 
Government,  and  against  the  enemies  of  your 
country ;  what  is  the  rererse  of  this  opinion  I 
leave  to  the  gentleman's  own  reflection.    Why, 
then,  not  unite  and  have  peace  7    Is  it  not  our 
duty  to  use  every  exertion  in  our  power  to  obtain 
an  honorable  peace,  or  are  gentlemen  determined 
to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  any- 
thing  being  done,  unless  they  can  compel  the 
majority  to  give  up  to  the  minority?    Sir,  we 
meet  here  to  consult  what  is  best  to  be  done  for 
the  nation,  and  to  support  whatever  the  majority 
aha II  agree  on ;  and  are  we  now  to  be  told  by  in- 
dividuals in  the  minority,  that  they  will  not  aid 
or  assist  in  carrying  on  the  war,  after  it  has  been 
d\(creed  by  a  large  majority  of  the  House?    Are 
gentlemen  determined  not  to  unite  in  anV  one 
thin§[,  unless  they  can  do  as  they  please  ?    Sir,  it 
it  said  the  devil  would  be  gooa  natured  let  him 
have  his  own  way.    I  am  willing  the  majority 
should  rule,  and  whatever  they  agree  to  I  will 
support ;  I  know  of  no  other  way  to  get  along 
with  a  repoblicaii  form  of  government.    When 
the  gentlemen  were  telling  you  how  cruel  it  was 
to  meddle  with  the  British  subjects  in  Canada, 
they  were  very  careful  not  to  speak  of  the  scalp- 
ing knife^  so  dexterously  used  on  our  defenceless 
citizens.     No,  sir,  their  tender  passions  were 
never  disturbed  on  account  of  those  savage  bar- 
barities; this  was  not  their  business,  it  is  too 
much  to  think  of.    I  have  heard  not  a  single  ar- 
gument from  the  gentlemen  in  the  minority, 
which  does  not  go  to  tame  submission  and  non- 
resistance  to  the  military  encroachments  of  Great 
Britain. 

Sir,  I  would  ask  the  gentlemen  what  has  been 
the  eituse  of  this  mighty  change  in  their  midds? 
Not  long  since,  they  petitioned  the  Government 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other  to  re- 
alst  Great  Britain,  and  protect  them  in  their  com- 
niercial  pursuits;  no  satisfactit>n  made  for  the 
eapturea  of  that  day ;  no  agreement  entered  into 


between  us  and  Ghreat  Britain  not  to  steal  our 
seamen;  yet,  atiange  to  tell,  those  gentlemen 
who  then  offered  to  pledge  their  lives  and  for- 
tunea,  are  now  the  champions  in  support  of  Bog- 
land,  and  the  most  bitter  revilers  of  our  own 
Government. 

Sir,  as  to  the  bill  before  the  House  it  is  not 
such  as  entirely  meets  my  ideas.  I  wished  the 
enlistments  had  been  for  at  least  eighteen  months, 
but  as  the  majority  of  the  House  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  I  had  rather  take  the  bill  as  it  is, 
than  not  to  augment  the  Army  for  the  next  cam- 
paign, and  shall  thercffore  give  my  vote  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Arcbbr  said,  so  great  ^waa  tba  respect 
which  he  felt  for  the  House,  so  deep  was  the  con- 
sciousness which  he  entertained  of  his  inability 
to  do  justice  to  a  cause,  especially  one  of  so  much 
magnrtnde  and  importaace,  of  which  be  might  be 
the  advocate,  that  he  would  be  doing  injustice  to 
his  feelings  were  he  not  to  express  the  weight  of 
the*  embarrassments  whioh  oppressed  him.  But 
the  wide  range  which  the  present  discussion  had 
taken,  invoivingf  etfnsiderationc  of  great  national 
interest,  and  calling  forth  the  crael  asperities  of 
political  intolerance,  seemed  to  leave  him  no  al- 
ternatiira  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  bot  to  i«- 
pel  the  unfonnded  insinuations  which  had  flown 
in  so  copious  a  stream  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Honae.  Were  gentlemen  ta  confine  themaelves 
to  a  temperate  investigation  of  the  propriety  of 
adoptin|f  measures  either  recommendea  by  the 
Bxecutive,  or  proposed  by  the  majority,  who  is 
there  that  would  not  listen  with  pleasure  and  sat* 
isfactioA?  But  when  the  liberty  of  debate  was 
prostituted  in  disseminating  the  most  unfounded 
charges,  in  the  indiscriminate  abuse  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  nation,  he  confessed, 
he  could  not  *^ always  be  a  hearer,  and  never 
reply."  The  few  observations  he  had  to  make 
woold  be  without  either  system  or  arrangement, 
having  bestowed  no  previous  consideration  on  the 
subject,  and  shbuld  be  confined  not  so  much  xx> 
the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  army,  as  the  re- 
marks and  arguments  of  those  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him  on  the  other  sioe  of  the  House. 

And  here,  he  said,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
firft  to  notice  the  charge  which  had  been  confi- 
dently made  by  a  genUeman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  GoLo)  against  the  majority  of  the  House, 
He  hod  asserted  (and  he  seemea  to  dwell  upoii 
the  assertion  with  peculiar  satisfaction)  that  war 
had  been  declared  by  Congress  prematurely  and 
without  due  preparation ;  that  to  embark  in  a  war 
with  a  powerful  nation,  without  a  large  standing 
army,  was  impolitic  in  the  extreme.  This  prin- 
ciple, said  Mr.  A.,  in  the  general  might  be  true, 
but  it  had  certainly  no  application  to  this  country.. 
Our  Government  was  founded  on  the  broad  basis 
of  popular  opinion,  liable  to  fluctuation  upon  the 
first  appearance  of  any  system  Which  might  be 
calculated  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
A  laudablajeatousy  of  their  rulers  throbbed  in  the 
heart  of  every  man  in  the  country,  who  would 
seiate  the  first  opportunity  to  change  an  Adminis^ 
tration  that  araold  raiaa  a  atanding  araiy  in  time' 
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of  peace,  whate7^r  night  be  the  professed  Qbjects 
of  such  an  AdmiaistratioD.  From  this  jealousy 
(he  natural  result  would  be,  that  the.  meii  who 
raised  the  army  would  never  declare  the  war 
which  it  was  iuteoded  to  wage.  He  would  refer 
to  the  Administration  qf  Mr,  Adams.  Aa  army 
had  been  then  raised,  or  attunpted  to  be  raised,  lo 
defend  the  country  against  an  aatieipaied  Freaeh 
iDvasioB.  The  professed  object  was  disheliered^ 
and  the  people,  apprehending  an  inrasioo  of  thehr 
rtghta,  remoYed  from  power  the  men  who  had 
voted  for  the  army.  Al  1  our  institutions  were  re- 
pugnant to  a  etaoding  army  in  time  of  neaee.  An- 
ticipated invasion  would  seldom  justiiy  it,  because 
it  might  be  made  a  preteit  for  the  jiurpose  at  all 
times,  and  with  the  most  dangerous  yieWs.  What 
bad  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Q^uinct)  seemed  to  confirm  this  posi- 
tion, lor  he  had  expressed  his  fears  of  the  army, 
even  in  a  state  of  declared  war^  when  that  army 
was  to  be  employed  out  of  the  limits  of  the  coun- 
try,  and  if  jealousy  existed  at  such,  time,  the 
coQclusioa  would  naturally  follow,  that  it  wo|i(d 
exist  to  a  greater  degree  in  a  lime  of  peace.  The 
ais|[umeot  ibeaof  tl^  gentleman,  if 'it  proved  any* 
thiog,  proved  too  much)  because  its  effect  would 
always  be  to  frustrate  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  prevent  it  from  goin^to  war  to  aveage 
even  the  grosae^t  lasolt,  or  to  assert  eyen  its  I9o0t 
indisputable  rights.  Butaa  appeal  hadr been  made 
with  much  confidence  to  the  history  of  ail  Eun 
rope,  to  bear  him  out  tq  the  charge  he  had  made, 
and  it  had  been  said,  that  ao  instance  of  a,  nation's 
engaging  in  a  war  without  haviog  a  well  regula- 
ted and  diaciplined  army  could  be  adduced.  This, 
said  Mr.  A.,  will  be  admitted,  but  he  presumed 
it  was  incumbent  uppn>  the  gentlemaa  to  show 
that  some  analogy  existed  between  ifie  Govern- 
ments of  Europe  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
before  his  argument  could  have  any  applio%>ion 
to  the  subject.  There  the  people  Jiiad  no  voice  in 
the  selection  of  their  rulers*  There  the  arbitrary 
will  of  the  monarch  was  the  law  of  t|ie  land,  and 
bis  decrees,  however  oppressive  or  obnoxious, 
were  enforced  by  the  hand  of  ppwer,  without  a 
murmur  or  eomplainf.  There  each  Governu^em 
is  surrounded  by  kingdoms  powerful  and  strong, 
the  ambition  of  whqse  rulers  prompts  them  to 
seize  upon  every  occasion- to  enlarge  the  bounda- 
raies  of  their  dominions.  For  one  ofthese  Powers, 
even  in  the  moat  peaceful  condition  of  the  wprl^, 
to  be  destitute  of  a  powerful  and  permanent  mili- 
tary force,  would  evince  an  inattention  to  its  own 
teeOrity  and  independence,  whjch  would  demon- 
strate the  incapacity  of  its  monarch  to  govern  his 
subjects^  or  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  his  po»» 
aeasions.  But  the  dissimilarity  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  situation  of  the  Uaited  States,  would 
show  the  inapplicability  of  the  gentleman's  maxim 
to  this  country^.  Here  we  nave  no  powerful 
neighbor  whose  incursions  we  dread.  Here  we  are 
happily  removed  hy  a  wide  extended  ocean  from 
those  nations,  who,  upon  a  declaration  of  war  by 
us,  could  overrun  the  country  with  a  military  force, 
or  endanger  its  civil  institutions.  Here  we  have 
a  peorple  prpiadly  jealoui^  of  th/Bij;;liber.ti^s,  who  will 


pot  down  constitutionally  eyery  attempt  in  a  state 
of  peace  to  raise  a  Military  Establishment.  To 
have  delayed,  then,  the  declaration  of  war  against 
England,  until  the  ranks  of  the  army  author-; 
ized  to  be  raised  had  been  completely  filled, 
would  have  been  a  most  certain  course  to  have 
defeated  the  object  which  Congresa  had  in  view. 
The  jealousies  and  fears  which  would  have  been 
been  the  necessary  consequence  of  such  delay, 
would  have  brought  into  power  men  of  far  dif- 
ferent views;  men  who, if  the  natural  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  from  the  arguments  of  some  of  theoa 
could  be  admitted,  would  sooner  submit  to  all  the 
indignities  we  had  received  from  Great  Britain, 
than  resist  her.  The  war  was  therefore  not  de- 
clared preniaturely,  but  was  delayed  to  as  late  a 
period  as  t|ie  nature  of  our  institutions  would  per- 
mit. Aod,  if  what  he  had  said  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  gentleman  from  New  York  of 
his  error,  the  army  that  was  so  shamefully  sur- 
rendered at  Detroit,  if  it  had  been  commanded  by 
a  man  of  spirit  and  fidelity,  would  long  before 
this,  by  the  possession  which  it  would  have  given 
us  of  an  important  province  of  the  enemy,  have 
convinced  bim  that  war  was  not  declared  without 
preparation.  But,  for  having  jsaid  so  much  upoii 
this  point,  some  apology  seemed  to  be  necessary 
upon  his  part,  and  he  could  only  sa^  tbat  he  had 
been  induced  to  do  so.^  because,  having  been  oqe 
of  the  majority  who  voted  fpr  war  against  Eng<r 
land,  tl^e  charge  seemed  to  be  an  imputatioa 
against  bjs  character,  which  tl|e  duty  every  mfio 
owed  to  himself  bound  him  to  repel. 

It  had  been  said,  by  a  gentleman  from  Coa- 
necticut  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  that  the  nature  of  the  war 
had  bei^n  changed ;  the  priocipal  cause  had  been 
removed. bv  the  British  Order  in  Council  of  Jun^ 
23d,  1812,  by  which  her  previous  orders  were  te*- 
pealed;  tbat  it  was  a  well- ascertained  fact  that  war 
would  not  have  taken  plaice  if  this  intelligence 
had  reached  the  United  States  before  its  declara- 
tion ;  and  tbat  the  Executive  ought  to  have  ac- 
ceded to  the  terms,  proposed  through  Admiral 
Warren,  and  have  terminated  the  coatee^.  These 
w^r^  grounds  which  demanded  some  considera^ 
tiop,  ai^d  he  trusted  that  he  would  be  able:  to 
show,  from  ajuthentic  doc  amenta,  that  his  prenuset 
were  ^roneouS|  and  that  ^eaurae  his  conclubioas 
did  not  follow.  Bot  he  wopld  now  admit,  for  tha 
sake  of  argument,  (what  he  should  hereafter  prova 
incorrect,)  that  the  Orders  in  Cooneil  were  live 
prineipal  cause  of  the  war;  he  could  not.  for  him- 
self, see  how,  even  then,  the  war  ought  in  justice 
to  have  terminated.  Did  it  follow  that  minor 
considerations  should  be  placed  out  of  view  or 
yielded  up  entirely  ?  Would  it  have  been  proper 
for  the  Government  to  have  entered  into  no  stip- 
uTatioos  for  the  security  of  American  seamen? 
Would  it  have  been  proper  in  them,  to  hava 
claimed  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  no  indemnity 
for  the  vast  amount  of  spoUationa  which  have 
been  made  on  the  property  of  American  mer^ 
chants  ?  Un^estionably  not*  Until  these  GOii« 
siderations,  admitting  thera  to  be  of  minor  im^ 
portance,  should  ha«e  baenrsalMlftOtorily  adjusud^ 
I  to  ha^ye  wade  a  peaoe,  in  hj^  Ofy^ion,  would  have 
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been  the  heii^ht  of  impolicy.  Sir,  said  he,  it  is 
not  sufficient  that  the  injary  should  cease,  but 
that  ample  compensation  sbodd  be  made  for  the 
commission  of  the  wron^.  This  was  the  case 
every  day  between  individuals  in  civil  society, 
and  why  ought  not  the  rule  to  apply  with  equal 
force  to  States,  in  therr  relation  to  each  other? 
Justice  was  its  foundation,  and  that  would  oper- 
ate upon  the  one  as  well  as  the  other.  These 
considerations  alone,  perhaps,  ought  to  be  deemed 
sufficient  to  show  that  ttie  course  the  gentlemen 
wduld  have  taken  would  have  been  unwise.  But, 
aupposing  them  to  have  no  weight,  he  thought  it 
might  be  satisfactorily  shown  that,  to  have  acce- 
ded to  the  terms  proposed  by  the  British  Qovern- 
tnent,  would  have  been  an  actaal  abandonment  of 
Ibe  principal  cause  which  had  induced  hostilities. 
To  nave  negotiated  without  entering  int6  ati  ar- 
rangement in  relation  to  the  important  interest  of 
impressment  woold  unquestionably  have  been  a 
relinquishment  of  the  right  which  we  claimed,  to 
be  exempted  from  its  exercise.  But  It  was  said 
that  was  a  secondary  consideration.  From  whence 
.  was  this  conclusion  drawn?  Were  we  more  re- 
gardful of  the  property  than  the  personal  liberty 
of  the  citizen  ?  Waa  it  taken  from  an  impres- 
sion which  had  gone  libroad  in  the  country  ?  or 
ftom  the  unofficial  conversation  of  the  mefaiber^ 
of  the  House?  These  opinions  (if  the  expression 
were  allowed)  he  would  call  extra  judicial,  and 
entitled  to  no  consideration.  Bui  to  show  that 
impressment  was  the  principal  cause,  he  would  re- 
sort to  the  best  evidence  of  which  the  case  was 
susceptible.  He  woold  appeal  to  the  archives 
and  records  of  the  country,  which  in  bi^  opinion, 
would  be  conclusive,  to  show  what  the  opinions 
of  Congress  were  upon  that  subject.  And,  in  the 
first  place,  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  our  for- 
eign afiairs  Were  intrusted,  which  was  made  on 
the  29th  of  November,  1811.  After  commenting 
on  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  they 
say:  ^ 

*<  That  they  are  not  of  that  sect  whose  wonAip  is  at 
the  shrine  of  a  caloulatittg  avarice,  and  whOe  they  are 
laying  before  the  Heoae  the  just  eotnplainta  of  our  m«r- 
efaants  against  the  plunder  of  iheir  ships  and  eargow, 
they  cannot  refrain  £ron  prsaenting  to  the  Juailee  and 
homanity  of  their  conntry»  the  nnhappy  case  of  msr  in- 
peased  seamen.  Although  the  groana  e^  these  .'vic- 
tims of  barbarity  for  the  loss  of  (what  woald  be  deaier 
to  Americans  than  life)  their  libeity;  although  the 
cries  of  their  wives  and  children  in  the  privation  q( 

Srotectors  and  pares ts,  have  of  late  been  drowned  in 
le  louder  clamors  at  the  loss  of  property :  yet  is  the 
pactice  of  forcing  our  mariners  into  the  Bniish  navy 
in  violation  of  the  rights  of  our  dag,  carried  on  with 
unabated  rigor  and  severity.  If  it  be  our  duty  to  en- 
courage the  fair  and  legitimate  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try by  protecting  the  property  of  the  merchant ;  then, 
indeed,  by  as  much  as  life  and  liberty  are  more  ef^tima- 
Ue  than  ships  and  goods,  so  much  more  impressive  b 
the  duty  to  shield  the  persons  of  our  seamen,  vrhose 
hard  and  honest  aerviees  are  employed,  equally  with 
those  of  the  merchants,  in  advancing,  underthe  mantle 
of  its  laws,  the  interests  of  their  eottntiy." 

tj  the  same   committee,  !n  the  report 


which  they  made  to  the  House,  detailing  the 
causes  which  should  induce  the  Hodse  to  declare 
war,  say,  (after  speaking  of  the  evils  flowing  from 
the  Orders  in  Council:) 

'  **  That  they  will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  ano- 
dier  wrong,  whidi  has  been  still  more  severely  felt. 
This  is  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  a  practice 
which  has  been  nneeasingly  maintained  by  Great  Brit- 
aio  in  the  wars  ts  which  shehas  been  a  party  since  ear 
RevjDttttioo.  Th«t  they  cannot  convey,  in  adeqnate 
terms,  the  deep  sense  which  they  entertsin  of  the  in- 
justice and  oppressioa  of  this  proosading.  Under  the 
pvetezt  of  .impresciog  British  seamea»  Americans  were 
seized  in  British  ports,  on  the  high  seasi  and  in  every 
other  quarter  to  which  the  British  power  extends,  were 
taken  on  board  British  men  of  war,  and  compelled  to 
serve  there  as  British  subjects.  In  this  mode  our  citi- 
zens were  wantonly  snatched  from  their  own  country 
and  their  families ;  deprived  of  their  liberty,  and  doomed 
to  an  ignominious  and  slavish  bondage;  compelled  to 
fight  the  battles  of  a  foreign  country,  and  often  to  per- 
ish in  them.  Our  flag  has  given  them  no  protection ; 
it  has  been  unceasingly  violated,  and  our  vessels  ex- 
posed to  danger  by  Uie  loss  Of  the  men  taken  from 
them.  That  wbilo  this  pmctiee  is  eontinned,  k  is  im- 
pesslble  for  the  United  States  to  consider  thenseivesaa 
Mspendent  nation,  for  every  ease  piodttess  a  bsw 
pfoof  of  their  dsgiadation." 

Th«ae  reports,  by  theadoptioii  of  the  measares 
theyrteommended,  were  sanetiooed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  StaieS)  and  may  be  consider- 
ed as  furnishing  strong,  »f  not  full  and  eomplete 
evidence,  that  the  Legislative  department  ot  the 
Government  considered  the  impressmenc  of  oar 
seamen  aa  the  principal  oaose  which  impelled 
them  to  have  recourse  to  the  lest  resort  of  injured 
nktions.  The  opinloa  of  the  BzecQtive  had  been 
manifcate^  in  clear  and-  explicit  terms  upon  the 
subject,  in  the  Message  of  the  Cbfef  Magistrate 
of  the  1st  of  JuAe,  1819.  Thaa  we  have  these 
concurrent  proofs  against  the  assertions  of  the 
gentleman  from 'Con necticitt,  (Mr.  PiTsni.)  If, 
then,  as  it  appeara  clearly  to  have  been,  from  the 
documents  before  alluded  40.  (hat  impressment 
was  the  prineipdl  cause  of  tke  war,  that  it  was 
an  injury  which  no  iadepeodent  'nation  could 
submit  to,  without  surrendering  a  portion  of  its 
sovereignty;  would  it  nor  be  admitted,  even  on 
the  groiiud  which  had  been  t*ken,  that,  to  have 
terminated  the  war,  bv  acceding  to  the  proposi- 
tions alluded  to,  would  have  bmn  degrading  to 
the  nation,  and  hiive  manifested  the  f  fkcompeten- 
cy  of  the  Executive  to  have  coadoeted  with  firm- 
ness^ the  helm  of  Stale  which  had  been  submitted 
to hfs guidance  and  direction?  And  nodonbt  could 
be  entertained  had  such  an  event  taken  place,  but 
we  should  have  heard  dentlnciations  against  the 
Administration  proceeding  from  the  tery  qoarter 
whence  they  now  flow.'  T^en  they  would  have 
been  made  with  infinitely  more  juatice,  because 
they  would  'have  been  supported  hy  reason  and 
by  truth.  We  should liave  then  fotind'the  oppo- 
sition appealing  to  the  sympathies  of  the  people, 
and  prociaiining  that  their  most  inestimable  rights 
had  been  surrnidered  by  Govemmeat  In  the  pa- 
cification ;  that  although  they  were  briginallT  op- 
posed toa  War,  whtea  it  had  o&ae  bwi  j^emnd 
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they  would  bare  prosecuted  it  until  tke  claim 
bad  beeo  abandoned  bjr  the  British  Qorernment. 
For,  it  cannot  be  concealed  that  unless,  in  the 
present  contest,.  Oreat  Britain  can  be  compelled 
to  relinquish  her  claim  to  the  right  of  impress* 
ment,  unless  it  be  made  the  sine  quanon  by  the 
American  Government,  to  any  arrangement  of 
the  existing  differences  between  the  two  nation*, 
our  claim  to  exemption  from  the  practice  must 
be  forever  given  up,  and  Great  Britain  will  feel 
herself  at  liberty  to  continue  to  exercise  it  with 
ten-fold  rigor  and  severityr. 

No  language  was  sufficiently  strong  to  express 
the  astonuhment  with  which  he  listened  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Q,uinot) 
on  yesterday.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to  fft  ve 
utterance  to  those  feelings  of  abhorrence  ana  in- 
dignation which  were  excited  in  his  breajst  by 
the  observations  which  fell  from  that  honorable 
member.  Born  and  educated  in  a  pari  of  the 
country  where, even  to  think  of  a  separation  of 
the  States  was  almost  a  treason,  against  thai 
country,  little  did  he  dream  of  bearing,  in  the 
American  Congress,  sentiments  uttered  which 
might  effectually  lead  to  so  disastroiis  and  deplo- 
rable an  e-vent. .  And  he  was  the  more  .astonish- 
ed when  .  these  dk»etrines  were  atteq^pted  to  be 
strenf^theoed  with  menaces,  and  glossed  with  the 
coloripga  of  wit  and  satire.  Heenfoyed,  how<< 
ever,  som«  consolation  from  knowing  that 

'*  Wh«i  latire  flew  abroad  on  faction's  wing. 
Short  was  her  tile  and  impotent  her-stiDg/' 

When  the  honorable  member  took  his  seat,  be 
felt  an  instinctive  impulse  to  rise  and  vindicate 
his  character  from  the  aspersions  he  bad  so  wan- 
tonly cast  upon  it ;  but  a  night's  reflection  had 
convinced  him  that  either  nature  bad  not  ^iven 
him  sufficient  ingenuity  to  wipe  tbeui  from  it^  or 
that  they  were  unsusceptible  of  vindication. 
When  the  pen  of  the  faithful  historian  should 
record  the  tragic  events  which  might  sooner  or 
later  take  place  in  this  country,  wnen  po^teritv 
should  weep  over  the  ruins  of  the  Republic,  ana 
lament  the  blood  of  those  freemen  who  should 
have  supported  with  their  lives  its  Constitution 
and  its  liberties,  they  qould  not  fail  to  trace  its 
cause  to  the  true  and  original  source.  That  hon- 
orable fame  which  his  taienis  were  so  well  cal- 
culated to  earn,  would  be  prostrated ;  his  memory 
would  live,  but  it  would  have  an  immortality 
which  no  man  would  envv,  and  instead  of  *'  con* 
vincing  his  descendants  that  he  did  not  deserve 
the  chains  attempted  to  be  fastened  upon  him.'' 
he  might  at  least  give  them  reason  to  suspect  that 
he  was  unworthy  of  emoying  those  liberties  his 
fathers  had  purchased  lor  him.  He  bad  come  to 
the  House  to-day  to  conjure  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  as  he  valued  his  reputa- 
tion, as  he  prized  his  honorable  fame,  as  he  parti- 
cipated in  the  honor  of  his  country,  to  suppress 
his  speech,  or  to  prevent  it  from  meeting  the  an- 
imadversion of  the  public  eye,  at  least  in  the 
shape  in  which  it  was  delivered.  And  he  called 
upon  him  by  these  considerations,  before  it  was 
too  late,  to  arrest  its  progress  to  the  public  obser- 


vation and  the  public  remark.  But  he  feared  that 
the  wishes  of  so  .humble  and  inconsiderable  a 
member  of  the  House  could  have  no  influence 
over  the  leader  of  a  party.  He  warned  him  to 
be  cautious,  lest  be  might  fall  the  first  victim  ol 
those  flames  which  it  seemed  to  be  his  object  to 
enkindle  in  the  Eastern  section  of  this  Unioi). 
He  advised  him  to  beware,  lest  he  should  raise  a 
storm  in  the  country,  which  it  would  be.  bevond 
the  reach  of  his  power  to  allay,  when,  pecna|)s, 
he  most  of  all  might  desire  it.  It  would  be  in 
such  a  season  that  he  would  have  nothing  left  but 
ihe  sad  consolation  to  deplore  the  madness  or  de- 
lusion which  could,  have  dictated  such  condacL 

£te  understood,  Mr.  A.  said,  the  gentleman 
to  insinuate  that  a  French  influence  had  fastened 
itself  upon  the  country.  He  would  disdain  to 
enter  into  any  reasoning  to  show  the  absurdity  of 
such  an  insinuation,  which  was  as,  groundless  as 
it  was  wicked.  Nor  would  he  deem  it  necessary, 
in  the  vindication  of  his  character  against  the 
charge  of  such  an  influence,  to  retort  upon  thai 
gentleman '  the  charge  of  a  contrary  influencei 
because  he  would  consider  it  a  disgrace  and  dia^ 
honor  to  the  country  even  to  suspect,  that  a  sin- 

5le  individual  cAuld  be  found  who,  having. first 
rawn  his  breath  within  the  limita.of  the  United 
States,  would  be  base  enough  to  cherish  an  influ- 
ence either  French  or  British.  Ha  was,  there- 
fore, perfectly  williuff  to  declare  that  he  did  not 
believe  the  honorable  member  from  Massachu** 
setts  was  under  British  influence.  But  the  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  anticioate  a  charge  of  that  xind 
being  made  against  him  by  the  public  presses,  and, 
in  prospective,  declared  that  he  should  wholly 
disregard  it.  He  hoped  he  might  be  permitted  to 
say  that,  if  the  newspapers  should  attack  him  in 
the  manner  he  had  anticipated,  he  ought  to  re- 
member that  the  cause  ol  the  attack  would  lie  at 
his  own  door,  and  the  speech  which  he  had  der 
livered  would  form  an  ample  commentary  on  .the 
charge.  Although  willing  to  exonerate  him  from 
all  British  influence  and  attachment,  he  could  not 
bu^  believe  that  he  waa  secretly  advocation,  and 
insidiously  endeavoring  to  efiect,  a  disunion  of 
the  States.  This  seemed  to  be  evinced,  fnom  the 
conduct  which  he  had  invariably  pursued,  ainca 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  House.  .What 
had  been  the  nature  of  all  hia  speeches?  They 
had  been  entirely  sectional.  Had  he  not  often 
attempted  to  show  that  the  iaterests  of  a  particur 
lar  section  of  the  Union  had  been  prostrated  be- 
fore the  overgrown  power  of  another  1  Had  he 
not,  on  yesterdajr,  insinuated  that  a  single  State 
was  usurping  to  itself  the  power  of  governing  the 
Confederacy  ?  Had  he  not,  upon  a  former  and  a 
more  memorable  occasion,  (memorable  alone  from 
the  extraordinary  sentiments  he  then, delivered,) 
pronounced  it  as  his  deUberate  opinion,  "that 
'  the  bonds  of  the  Union  were  virtually  dissolved, 
'  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  some  ot  the  States 
^  to  separate,  amicably  if  they  could,  forcibly 
'  if  they  must?"  Had  be  not  described  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  country  as  full  of  gloom 
and  darkness,,  and  hinted  at  the  dawn  of  a  day 
which  was  to  succeed  ?    Had  ho  aot|  in  the  fie- 
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tions  of  ft  too  fertile  imifinfttion,  ftmsied  bimv^If 
yoked  with  a  shiye  to  the  car  of  some  South- 
ern despotf  and  did  he  not  say  that  he  would 
prove  to  bis  ebtldren  that  he  was  was  unworthy 
of  such  an  igDominious  bondage?  Could  the 
honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  possibly 
wish  to  find  reriAed  the  prediction  of  the  infa- 
mous Henry,  and  his  still  more  wicked  employ* 
ers,  "that,  if  erer  the  Congress  should  possess 

*  spirit  and  independence  enough  to  pot  their  pop- 

*  ularity  in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a  measure  as 
'  war,  the  Federal  States  would  erect  a  separate 

*  got ernment  for  their  common  defence  and  com- 
'  mon  interest  ?"  For  what  purpose  was  he  ^w* 
ing  the  seeds  of  a  deep-rooted  jealousy  between 
the  States,  and  endeavoring  to  rear  them  to  a 
destructive  maturity  1  It  could  be  accounted  for 
in  soother  way,  in  his  estimation,  when  equal 
Justice  had  been  doalt  out  impartially  to  all.  by 
the  General  (Government,  than  by  believing  what, 
under  other  circumstances,  it  would  have  given 
him  pain  even  to  suspect,  that  the  honorable 
n^ember  was  friendly  to  a  dissolution  of  those 
bonds,  which  connect  us  together.    For  the  ex- 

Sresslon  of  his  opinions,  he  hoped  to  be  pardoned, 
"acts  spoke  fbr  themselves,  and  the  eoo'cfusion, 
to  bis  tiiind,  seemed  to  be  irresistible.  Notwith- 
standing ail  these  things,  the  honorable  member 
bad  professed  to  be  a  disciple  of  Wasrinoton  ! 
If  a  deviation  from  the  maxims  of  a  preceptor 
constituted  thedeilnitionofa  disciple,  he  knew  not 
what  a  disciple  was.  He  should  believe,  rather. 
that  he  was  endeavorii^g  to  «stablisb  a  political 
sect  of  his  own,  on  the  ruins  of  Wash ioff ton's 
principles.  He  would  earnestly  advise  him  to 
read  (for,  if  he  ever  read,  he  seemed  to  have  for- 
gotten them)  the  parting  admonitions  of  that  il- 
lustrioos  man.  Let  him  have  the  sentiments 
contained  in  his  faf^weli  address  imprinted  on 
his  heart  in  characters  which  could  never  bie  ef- 
faced ;  let  his  practice  strictly  conform  to  those 
precept*;  let  him  unsay  what  he  had  said ;  then, 
and  not  until  then,  would  he  be  entitled  to  the 
honorable  appellation  of  a  disciple  of  Washington. 
K  ever  this  Government  should  be  destroyed, 
if  ever  this  Union  should  be  dissolved,  it  would 
be  effected  by  leading  and  inflaential  men  obtain^ 
log  elevated  seats  iu  the  Councils  of  the  nation ; 
professiuff  a  sacred  attachment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  country,  and  railing  and  declaiming 
at  it*  violation,  in  all  cases,  even  where  ingenu- 
ity itself  could^  scarcely  torture  the  acts  denoun- 
ced into  an  infraction  of  the  most  general  prin- 
ciple of  that  instrument.  A  general  distrust  ex- 
cited, a  groundless  alarm  sounded,  is  not  easily 
removed  or  hushed  into  sileuce.  It  heightens 
the  perturbation  of  the  public  mind,  which,  in 
such  a  feverish  state,  but  too  often  proceeds  to 
acts,  without  reflecting  on  consequences.  Against 
such  men,  it  behooved  us  to  be  on  our  guard,  and 
we  had  been  inetructed  by  a  man,  whose  instmc- 
ttous  ought  to  be  imperative,  '*to  frown  indi^- 
'  nantly  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every  attempt 
'  to  alienate  anv  portion  of  our  country  from  the 
'  rest,  or  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now  link 

*  together  the  various  parta.* 


The  honorable  member  seemed  to  triumph 
over  the  defeats  of  his  country !  Even  the  toad, 
^  that  feeds  upon  the  eloomy  vapor  of  a  dungeon,** 
felt  some  sympathy  tor  its  wretched  habitation  i 
but  the  honorable  member,  enjoying  the  blessings 
of  a  free  Governtnent,  had  no  tears  to  shed  for 
the  misfortunes  and  disasters  of  his  country. 
What  was  generally  considered  disgraceful  to  the 
nation,  was  looked  upon  by  hiOi  as  **  glory."  A 
wAr,  righteous  and  just,  was  represented  as  "  im» 
moral,  wanton,  and  cruel.''  Bverytbing  in  the 
moral  as  well  as  political  world,  were  attempted 
to  be  perverted.  Virtue  Ivas  made  to  mean  vice  ; 
a  love  of  country,  treachery  to  its  interests ;  an 
appeal  to  the  sword,  in  vindication  of  our  rights^ 
as  a  virtual  abandonment  of  them — war  against 
one  nation,  and  submission  to  another. 

If,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  countrTj  he 
were  called  upon  to  define  the  duty  of  a  gooa  cit- 
itsen,  he  would  say  that  he  ought  to  yield  a  per- 
fect obedience  to  the  laws;  that  he  ought  to  far- 
ther all  measures  for  the  promotion  of  the  gen- 
eral Welfare;  that  he  ought  to  aid  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  present  war.  In  order  that  a  speedy 
and  honorable  peace  might  be  be  obtained ;  that, 
instead  of  denouncing  the  measures  of  hrs  own 
Qovernment  as  *'  weak  and  wicked,'*  h6  should 
vindicate  them  whensoever,  and  by  whomsoever, 
assailed ;  that,  instead  of  furnishing  fcrei  to  a  jeal- 
ousy of  one  pert  of  the  nation  against  the  other, 
he  should  en4eavor  to  extinguish  it,  aad  to  pro- 
mote ttoioB  and  harmony  amooi^  all  iu  parts. 
What  the  reverse  of  this  picture  was,  it  did  not 
become  him  to  say,  but  would  leave  it  to  those 
whose  conduct  and  character  that  reversed  pic- 
tore  fitted  to  determine. 

All  the  rays  of  light  which  emanated  from  the 
mind  of  the  honorable  irieniber  from  Mi^ssachu- 
setts,  seemed  to  fall  into  the  dense  medium  of 
party  spirit|  and  to  be  refrapted  from  their  proper 
course.  Hence,  he  could  not  discover  a  single 
act  of  the  Administration  which  met  his  views 
of  natlbnal  policy.  Hence,  he  had  declared  that 
this  Oovernitrent^  iit  its  negotiations  with  Great 
Britain,  never  wished  to  arrange  the  differences 
which  existed.  Is  it  possible  that  this  can  be  be- 
lieved? Is  it  pos&ible  that  the  gentleman  himself 
could  believe  it?  Have  not  the  Executive,  dur- 
ing the  twolast  Administrations,  in  every  act,  man- 
ifested the  utmost  anxiety  upon  the  subject  t  An 
impartial  historv  of  the  numerous  wrongs  of  Eng- 
land against  this,  country,  will  exhibit  in  the 
Am  erica  d  -  Government  an  example  of  patient 
forbearance.  Which  the  annals  of  no  other  coun- 
try can  furnish.  Had  an  opportunity  been  anx- 
iously sought  for,  to  involve'  us  in  a  war  with 
England,  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  would 
have  furnished  an  excellent  pretext.  The  popu- 
lar spirit  and  indignation  was  aroused.  Had 
Congress  been  convened  imttiediately  after  that 
event,  partaking  of  the  general  sensibility,  war 
would  have  been  the  consequence.  But,  anxious 
to  avoid  hostilities,  every  means  in  the  power  of 
Government  were  resorted  to,  to  preserve  peace. 
Had  we  not,  for  nearly  five  years,  been  groaning 
under  the  operations  of  the  Orders  in  Uouncil  7 


897 


msioirr  of  coN<}ttA^. 


80S 


JlMUABT,  1813. 


MdiUitmai  MHitarf  HfH&i 


H.  orR« 


Hftdi  not  Meaxn.  MoBfoe  aod  Pinkiief  been  in- 
Btrueted  to  propose  such  terms  to  the  British  Gk>T- 
erjimeDt  on  the.su bject  of  impresameiit  as  would 
have  eflectually  secured  her  desertiiiff  seBUMQ 
from  being  employed  in  our  vessels  ?  This  prop* 
osition  was  not  acceded  to.  And,  after  the  treaty 
which  they  concluded  in  1806  had  been  rejected 
by  the  President^  a  proposition  was  made  by  6nr 
Ministers  which,  with  a  ?ery  slight  shade  of  dif- 
ference, was  the  same  offered  by  our  Charge  des 
Affaires  at  LondoD)  subsequent  to  the  declaration 
of  war.  Had  not  the 'present  President  of  the 
United  States  promptly  acceded  to  Mr.  Brskine's 
arrangemeut?  And  had  the  gentleman  forgot- 
ten the  retfolution  intr€>doced  by  himself,  to  return 
to  the  President  the  thanks  of  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  proinptitQde  with  which  he 
had  acted  in  that  affair  ?  Had  not  the  embargo 
and  non-importatfon  laws,  of  which  the  gentle- 
roan  had  so  bittedy  complained,  been  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  war  ?-  Such  hav6  been 
the  acts  of  the  Executive,  which  coneiusively 
showed  their  aversion  to  a  rupture  with  Great 
Britain.  But  what  do  we  find  to  be  the  conduct  of 
the  President  since  the  last  session  of  Gongress  ? 
So  anzioua  was  he  for  a  restoration  of  peace,  that 
the  intelligence  of  our  declaration  ot  war  h^A 
tearceljr  reached  England,  until  the  terms  upon 
which  Its  calamities  might  he  arrested  were  made- 
known  to  the  Government  of  ^hat  country.  This^ 
too,  was  done  in  opposition  to  the  practice  of 
every  coun  try^  Terms  should  be  proposed  by  the 
Power  committing  the  wrong.  Yet  this  was 
done  to  effect  a  pacification.  Had  not  Mr.  Ron* 
sell  ufged  the  subject  so  far  as  t&  excite  the  §neers 
of  Lord  Castiereagh  ?  Did  not  all  these  thiaga* 
go  comnletely  to  disprove  what  had  been  said  1 
And  did  tbey  sot  clearly  manifest  that  the  viewa 
of  our  Government  bad  always  been  paeifie,  and 
that  they  ^ere  entirely. directed  to  a  settlement 
of  the  differences  which  eztated,  upon  terms  hoo* 
orable  to  both  coujitries?  But  these  things  gen- 
tlemen had  not  recollected,  or  had  endeavored  to 
warp  to  meet  their  own  purposes.  Nothing  conld 
reconcile  the  member  from  Massac huaeits  to  the 
Administration.  When  pacific  meaaurea  were 
resorted  to  in  order  to  heal  the  wounds  the  enemy 
were  inflicting,  the  Government  was  thien  declared 
to  be  destitute  of  spirit  to  vindicate  its  insulted 
honor  and  its  violated  r^hts.  It  was  said,  the 
men  at- that  time  in  power  "  could  not  be  kicked 
into  a  war."  And  when  war  has  at  length  been 
resorted  to,  the  gentleman  was  more  damorous, 
and  tenfold  more  cruel  in  his  declamations.  The 
war  was  denounced  as  immoral,  and  one  that 
might  have  been  avoided  if  an  amicable  disposi^ 
tion  had  existed  in  the  Cabinet.  These  incon- 
sistencies it  would  become  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  reconcile ;  and  he  presunied  that  some 
difficulty  would  be  found  in  convincing  any  man 
of  intelligence  that  we  were  solicitous  for  a  war 
with  Gkeat  Britain.  What,  sir,  desirous  of  a  war 
with  a  nation  whose  flag  was  proudly  wavii^t  vic- 
torious on  eitiy  sea,  a  nation  that  could  transport 
her  armies  to  the  most  distant  shores  ?  The  Adea 
was  too  wild  for  any  man  aeriously.ta  enlattain. 


The  gentleman  had  become  lately  very  jealous 
of  a  standing  army.  This,  he  presumed,  waa 
rather  in  appearance  than  reality:  for,  in  the 
journals  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  his  name 
would  be  found  recorded  as  having  voted  for  the 
bill  for  raising  twenty-five  thousand  men,  and 
for  filling  up  the  ranks  in  the  old  establishment, 
amounting  to  ten<  thousand  more.  We  have 
then  record  evidence  that  the  gentleman,  last 
Winter,  when  the  United  States  were  at  peace, 
was  in  favor  of  an  army  of  thirty-five  thousand 
men.  No  Jealousy  then  existed  in  his  mind  of 
an  army  of  that  magnitude,  even  on  the  Peace 
EfSlablishment.  He  never  intended  that  armf 
for  war  and  invasion,  for  he  was  opposed  to  both. 
And;  said  Mr.  A.,  he  was  much  mistaken  if  he 
had  not  heard  the  gentleman  offer,  as  an  apolory 
for  IhatTote,  that  he  was  always  In  favor  ofn 
standing  army  to  a  certain  extent.  But  now, 
when  the  country  was  engaged  in  a  war  with 
Great  Brftain,  an  addition  to  the  Army  of  twentf 
thousand  men  wa*  considered  as  alarming  and 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Friendly 
as  he  had.  been  to  that  Administration  that  had 
raised  a  atandipg  arimy  in  time  of  peace,  the 
honorable  member  ought  to  be  the  last  to  feel 
any  apprehension  in  time  of  war  of  an  army  lit- 
tle larger  than  that  whieh  Jn  time  of  peace  had 
reeeived  his  sanction  tnd  approbation. 

Bet^  upon  the  subject  )of  impressment,  in  order 
to  produce,  if  possible,  union  at  home,  and  to  re^ 
move  from  our  enemy  every  pretext  which  other* 
wioe  she.might  have  for  the  continuation  of  that 
d^l^F^u^flT  practice,  he  was  perfectly  willinr  to 
ffive  hia  sanction  to  a  law  which  should  exclude 
miitsh  seamenr  fi;om  the  public  ships  and  mer« 
chant  vessels  of  the  United  States;  but  he  would 
not  advance  a  step  further  in  negotiation.  And 
if,  upon  the  passage  of  sueh  a  law,  Great  Brtminr 
would  refuse  to  terminate  hostilit»s,  we  should 
prove  to  the  world  that  no  efforts  on  onr  part 
were  left  tinexerted  to  brio|:  abool  a  peace  not. 
inconsistent  with  the  interesta  or  honor  of  either 
country.  But  he  despaired  of  any  measure  pro** 
ducing  anion  at  home,  when  it  had  been  declared 
by  the .  honorable  gentleman,  to  whom  he  had 
occasion  so  often  to  allude,  that  he  would  not 
unite  unless  we  would  give  over  the  invasion  of 
Canada,  and  eeaae  at  once  all  hoatile  preparationa. 
Did  he  wish  the  Government  to  lay  a  loyal  peti- 
tiha  at  the  foot  of  the  throne^  and  humbly  beseech 
His  Majesty  to  forgive  us  our  errors,  and  take  ua 
under  his  royal  protection  1  No,  sir;  history 
would  show  that  this  was  not  a  proper  plAn  to 
pave  the  way  to  peaee^with  Ea^and.  He  wouM 
consider  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman,  if 
adopted,  as  a  degradation  to  the  nation,  and 
sooner  than  submit  to  it  -he  would  forego  all  ad* 
fantagesto  be  derived  fremavaion  of  sentiment. 
He  would  contlnne  the  war  until  the  latest  period 
of  his  life,  and  his  parting  breath  should  he 
spent  in  admonishing  his  children  to  continue 
the  contest.  Waa  it  possible  that  we  conid 
suffer  our  native-bom  citiaens  to  be  seized  by  a 
foreign  Government  in  violation  of  every  right 
^Iher  huoMtt  or  divine?    Even  in  the 
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most  degraded  periods  of  the  histories  of  Ore^e 
and  Rome,  sucd  an  iojury  woold  not  hare  been 
tolerated.  There  it  was  considered  honorable 
and  glorious  to  die  for  one's  country.  But  here 
self-interest,  the  predonainating  rice  of  oivilieed 
society,  had  seized  upon  the  heart  and  frozen  up 
its  most  generous  sentiments.  The  lore  of  gain 
corrupts  and  ritiates  the  best  principles  of  man's 
nature,  and  we  are  to  exhibit  ourselres  to  the 
present  generation,  and  to  posterity,  as  the  scand- 
ug  and  solitary  monument  of  a  nation  free  and 
unwilling  to  assert  her  rights— ^f  a  people  jealous 
of  their  liberties,  and  reluctant  to  vindicate  their 
honor.  Yes,  sir,  said  he,  ingloriously  abandon 
the  contest,  and  we  should  become  '*a  fixed 
figure  for  the  hand  of  Scorn  to  point  its  slowun- 
moring  finger  at."  Why  did  we  lore  the  Gor- 
ernment  under  whieh  we  lired?  Because  of 
the  blessings  it  was  calculated  to  bestow  on  us 
and  our  descendants.  Because  it  threw  around 
the  property  and  liberty  of  the  citizen  the  mantle 
of  its  protection.  Would  gentlemen  remore  this 
safeguard  and  throw  the  liberty  and  personal  se- 
eority  of  the  citizen  open  to  the  rioiatiop  of  erory 
country  that  felt  a  disposition  to  infringe  on  our 
rights?  He  hoped  not.  He  had  too.  high  an 
opinion  of  the  principles  which  perraded  the 
country  at  large  to  suppose  such  a  aiep  possible. 

It  had  been  said,  by  a  gentleman  from  Cos- 
nectfcttt,  that  an  ingenious  catalogue  of  the  causes 
which  had  produced  the  war^  had  been  drawn* «p, 
and  that  it  was  folly  to  hare  gone  to  war  until 
the  cause  of  it  was  felt  by  erery  man  in  the 
nation.  For  his  part  he  could,  not  see  that  mueh 
inffenoity  was  required  to  discorer  that  our  res- 
sels  had  been  pillaged— that  our  citizens  had  been 
seized  by  British  press-gangs;  aad  if  he  had  aot 
disoorered  it  before  that  "  ingenious"  catalogue 
was  made  out,  he  had  amuch  smaller  portion  of 
ingenuity  than  he  had  supposed  him  to  possess. 
He  woiikl  ask  him  if  the  Orders  in  Oounctl  were 
not  felt  in  erery*  part  of  the  country  ?  Did  not 
the  Eastern  States  feel  them,  in  the  depression  of 
their  commerce  and  narigation  ?  Did  not  the 
Southern  and  Middle  States  fed  them^  in  the  re- 
duced prices  of  the  productions  of  the  soil  ? 

Mr.  A.  declared  that,  notwithstanding  the 
clamor  of  French  influence  and  French  alliance, 
he  felt  no  apprehensions  upon  that  subject,  as  he 
was  well  conrinced  it  was  not  the  intention  or 
wish  of  our  Qorcrnment  to  eogolph  us  in  the 
unfathomable  rortex  of  European  warfare.  One 
word  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Gold)  and  he  had  done.  It  had  been  considered 
by  iiim  as  a  most  unfortunate  circumstance  that 
we  should  be  engaged  in  a  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain when  Russia  was  struggling  for  her  inde^ 
pendence.  The  most  amicable  relations  existed, 
It  was  true,  between  Russia  and  the  United 
States;  but  would  the  gentleman  hare  us  on  that 
account  to  submit  to  erery  species  of  indignity 
from. the  ally  of  that  Power?  He  beheld  with 
as  much  detestation  and  abhorrence  the  conduct 
of  the  French  Emperor  as  any  man  could  possi- 
bly do.  His  ambitious^ progress  was  ererywbere 
marked  wiik  blood.    The  rengeanoe  of  Hearen, 


lie  trusted,  would  airest  him  in  hie  career  to  oni- 
rersal  conquest  and  dominion.  The  present  con- 
dition of  tlussia,  although  her  people  groaned 
under  a  despotism  of  the  most  unrelenting  nature, 
must  excite  the  syinpathy  of  erery  man  in  this 
country,  because  she  was  contending  for  her  in- 
dependence^ and  he  would  wish  her  complete  suc- 
cess in  the  war  in  which  she  was  now  engaged,  but 
that  her  triumph  would  protract  the  restoration 
of  peacs  to  his  own  country. 

Mr.  Grdndt. — Mr.  Speaker,  had  this  debate 
been  confined  to  the  bill  before  you,  I  should  cer- 
tainly not  hare  troubled  the  House  with  any  re- 
marks of  mine;  but  as  the  gentlemen  opposed  to 
the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  hare  selected 
this  as  a  fit  occasion  to  bring  before  this  House 
and  the  nation  a  full  riew  of  all  the  relatione 
which  exist  between  this  and  other  oountriee,  an 
apology  at  least  is  fuuished  for  a  member  of  that 
committee,  to  whose  examination  these  subjects 
hare  been  confided,  to  gire  his  ideas  upon  *.he 
rarious  points  suggested.  This  I  shall  end<Aror 
to  do  with  temper  and  moderation.  Neither  in- 
recctre,  philippic,  nor  slander,  shall  constitute  any 
part  of  what  i  hare  to  say.  To  minds  capable  of 
feasting  on  food  of  that  sort,  I  shall  entirely  leare 
Ehe  Qnenried  tasjc  of  giriog  the  portrait  of  a 
drawing-room,  and  of  describing  Eastern  democ- 
racy on  this  floor.^  To  me,  sir,  it  affords  no 
pleasure  to  inflict  pain  on  others,  and  therefore, 
althouglfc  tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Q,dinc^t)  merita  all  the  sererity  ^hich  can  be 
permitted  in  this  House,  I  shall  forbear.  I  will 
not  charge  him  with  British  influence,  or  with 
baring  snch  strong  English  partialities,  ^at*there 
is  no  room  left  for  his  own  country.  This  may 
possibly  not  be  the  case;  for,  notwithstanding  all 
we  hare  seen  and  heard,  it  should  be  remembered 
thai  we  arp  so  constructed,  that  the  strongest  ap- 
pearances, at  times,  deceire  us.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  state,  aa  accurately  and  as  concisely  as  I 
''^am  able,  the  manner  in  which  the  points  in  dif- 
ference between  the  two  nations  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered. 

Upon  ^some  of  the  subjects  in  controrersy,  for 
instance,  that  of  impressment,  negotiation  had 
been  tried  unsuccessfully  for  twenty  years,  as  I 
will  show  before  I  sit  down,  from  the  public  re- 
cords of  the  country ;  .on  others  it  had  been  tried 
for  a  shorter  period.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, when  erery  hope  of  obtaining  justice  in 
any  other  way  was ,  lost,  the  United  Sutes  de- 
clared war,  no^  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  only,  hot  to  obtain  redress  for  the  un- 
just spoliations  which  had  been  committed  on 
the  property  of  American  citizens,  and  to  cause 

*  Mr.  Grundv,  in  this  place,  as  well  as  other  speak- 
ers, who  prebeded  and  followed  him  in  debate,  are  un- 
derstood to  have  had  allasion  in  this  remark  to  certain 
o&nsiTe  obsenrstions  of  Mr.  Qnincy,  which  do  not 
appear  in  the  printed  report  of  his  speech,  as  corrected 
by  himself.  One  of  these  expressions  designated  the 
Bastem  democrats,  among  other  opprobrious  epithets, 
as  tosds,  or  ry  tiles,  which  tprtad  their  #lmie  m  tht 
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Great  Britain  to  ceast  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment. Other  causes  of  irritation  existed,  hut 
these  were  the  prominent  causes  of  the  war.  It 
may  be  taken  as  granted,  in  this  discussion,  that 
those  orders  are  revoked,  notwithstanding  the  ob- 
jectionable manner  of  the  revocation.  You  are 
now  asked  to  lay  down  the  sword  before  you  have 
obtained  any  of  the  objects  of  the  war,  except  the 
abolition  of  these  obnoxious  orders.  I  request 
gentlemen  to  reflect,  whether  this  is  not,  in  point 
of  fact,  an  abandonment  of  the  other  points  in 
dispute?  Do  you  not,  by  ceasing  to  proseoute 
the  war  which  is  already  commenced,  declare,  in 
the  strongest  possible  terms,  that  you  will  not 
•make  war  for  the  injuries  whioh  remain  unre- 
dressed? Can  any  man  persuade  himself  t^at 
Tou  will  obtain  that  by  negotiation  for  which  yon 
nave  determined  yon  will  not  fight !  and  that,  too, 
from  a  nation  at  all  times  disposed  to  duress  this 
growing  eonittry?  That  politician  must  have  a 
very  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  considerations 
which  influence  all  Cabinets,  who  does  not  know 
that  the  strongest  inducement  which  can  be 
brought  to  operate  in  favor  of  an  injured  nation, 
is  the  apprehension  of  retaliation,  or  fear  of  war, 
entertained  by  the  other  party.  I  cannot,  per- 
haps, establish  this  more  clearly  in  any  other  way 
than  by  recur rjng  to  the  history  of  a  transaction 
which  took  place  between  the  tJnited  States  and 
Great  Britam.  Immediately  after  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake,  this  Government  demanded  rep- 
aration. The  terms  proposed  were  reasonable, 
and  such  as  a  nation,  inclined  to  act  justly,  would 
promptly  have  acceded  to.  For  ^^re  years,  or 
more,  did  the  British  Government  refuse,  or  ra- 
ther fail,  to  make  that  arrangement,  which,.at  the 
last  session,  produced  a  satisfactory  adjustment 
on  that  subject.  Why,  sir,  was  iustice  so  long 
delaved,  and  why  was  it  at  last  obtained?  The 
British  Minister  discovered  a  determination  in 
Congress  to  submit  no  longer.  He  saw  that,  un- 
less something  was  done,  friendly  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries  must  immediately  cease. 
He  saw  that  public  sentiment  called  so  loudly  for 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  that  justice  by  rorce 
which  had  been  refused  to  fair  argument,  that  he 
rranted  us  that  reasonable  satisfaction  which  had 
been  so  long  withheld.  Sir,  had  he  not  seen  the 
approaching  atorm,  no  atoneinent  for  that  wanton 
tiutrage  on  our  national  sovereignty  had  yet  been 
made.  If  you  now  say  that  you  will  not  prose- 
cute the  war,  the  enemy  must  view  it  as  a  decis- 
ion pronounced  by  this  Government,  that  war 
shall  not  be  waged  by  the  American  nation  for 
the  impressment  of  her  citizens,  or  for  depreda- 
tions committed  on  commerce.  It  might  as  well 
be  said,  in  plain,  intelligible  language,  that  the 
ocean  is  to  be  abandoned  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  except  so  far  as  depends  on  the 
will  of  Great  Britain.  If  both  the  property  and 
liberty  of  American  citizens  on  the  ocean  are 
subject  to  her  disposal,  yon  cease  to  possess  the 
rights  of  a  sovereign  and  independent  nation. 
For  my  own  part,  if  we  have  the  right  to  claim 
security  for  the  liberty  and  property  of  our  citi- 1 
sens  against  that  nation,  of  which  no  man  dare  i 


express  a  doabt,  I  am  for  asserting  it  until  the 
object  is  attained,  or  the  ability  of  this  nation 
fails  ;  of  the  latter  I  have  no  fear. 

It  is  pretended,  that  this  Government  is  not 
desirous  of  peace,  and  that  this*  is  a  war  of  con- 
quest and  ambition.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  refrain 
from  making  statements  which  they  themselves 
do  not  believe.  After  the  declaration  of  war. 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Executive? 
Through  Mr.  Russell,  our  Cbarg^  des  Afiairesat 
London,  they  have  offered  to  conclude  an  armis- 
tice on  terms  which  would  remove  every  pretext 
for  complaint  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  He 
proposed  -that  this  country  should  exclude  from 
tier  service  British  seamen.  It  is  true  that  Lord 
Oastlereagh  urged  Mr.  Russell's  want  of  powers, 
and  stated  that  the  American  Congress  alone 
could  make  the  necessary  provisions  on  that  sub- 
ject. If,  however,  sincerity  had  existed  with  the 
British  Ministry,  a  temporary  arrangement  could 
have  been  made,  by  which  hostilities  would  have 
been  suspended  until  the  legitimate  authorities 
of  this  country  could  have  expressed  an  opinion. 
If  Mr.  R.  had  not  adequate  powers  to  conclude  an 
armistice,  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Monroe 
to  Admiral  Warren  was  not  liable  to  the  same 
objection.  In  substance,  both  propositions  ^ere 
the  same;  to  the  hitter,  no  offer  of  compliance 
has  been  tendered.  If  I  have  any  objections  to 
the  late  overtures  made  by  the  Executive,  it  is 
that  too  great  an  anxiety  for  peace  is  manifested; 
but  when  the  nature  of  our  institutions  is  con- 
sulted, a  strong  propensity  for  domestic  quiet  is 
discovered  ;  and,  therefore,  the  Administration 
should  be  indulged  in  any  measure  Calculated  to 
restore  harmony  between  the  two  countries,  pro- 
vided the  honor  and  interests  of  the  nation  are 
not  compromitted. 

I  ask  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  lay  asido 
party  feeling?,  and  reflect  whether,  if  we  now 
recede,  points  are  not  conceded  to  the  enemy, 
which  they  would  not  yield  if  in  power.  They 
affect  to  be  the  followers  of  Wabhinoton.  I 
will  show  them  what  his  opinions  were  on  the 
subject  of  impressment.  From  them  the  pre- 
tended Washingionians  of  the  present  day  will 
discover  their  degeneracy.  Tes,  sir,  the  Father 
of  bis  Country  too  well  understood  the  value  of 
liberty  ever  to  consent  that  the  most  obscure  jn« 
dividual  of  his  country  should  be  deprived  of  it 
by  a  foreign  despot.  So  early  as  the  year  1792, 
the  British  nation  Commenced  the  practice  of 
impressment,  as  now  exercised  by  it.  On  the 
Uih  day  of  June,  In  that  year,  the  then  Secre- 
tary of  State  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney, 
the  American  Minister  at  London,  in  which  the 
practice  of  impressment  is  strongly  reprobated; 
and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  although  this  let- 
ter was  written  by  the  Secretary,  it  contained 
the  sentiments  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  In  order  that  the  House  msy  more  fully 
comprehend  what  were  the  sentiments  of  that 
man,  whose  memory  we  all  venerate,  I  will  read 
so  much  of  the  letter  referred  to  as  relates  to 
this  subject : 

« The  pecolitf  eofetom  in  England  of  impressing 
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twimiea  on  everj  appMnoce  of  mkt  wall  oocfnooally 
expose  our  seamen  to  peculiar  oppressions  and  veza- 
tions.  It  will  be  expedient  that  j^ou  take  proper  op- 
portunities in  the  meantime  of  conferring  with  the 
Minister  on  this  subject,  in  order  to  form  some  ar- 
rangement for  the  protection  of  our  seamen  on  those 
occasions.  We  entirely  reject  the  mode  which  was 
the  subject  of  a  conversation  between  Mr.  Morris  and 
him  ;  which  was,  that  our  see  men  should  always  carry 
about  them  certificates  Of  their  citizenship.  This  is  a 
eondition  never  yet  submitted  to  by  any  nation-— one 
with  which  seamen  would  never  have  the  precaotton 
to  comply.  The  casualties  of  their  ealUng  would  ex- 
pose them  to  the  constant  destiuetaon  or  lose  of  this 
paper  evidence;  and  tbas  the  Brkiak  OoverBOieiit 
would  be '  armed  with  legal  attthority  to  impieM  the 
whole  of  4)nr  •eamen.  The  simpleet  rule  wiU  be,  thai 
the  vessel  beijig  American,  ahali  be  «vide»ea  that  the 
eeamen  on  board  her  are  suoh." 

If,  at  80  early  a  period,  the  right  of  starch  for 
meo  was  objected  to  bv  this  Oovero men t,  how 
much  more  forcible  is  the  objectioa  now?  We 
were  then  a  youog  nation ;  we  hare  since  ia- 
ereased  in  resources  by  which  our  rights  can  be 
maintained  ;  whilst  the  vioUtion  ot"  those  rights 
have  been  augmented  in  a  greater  degree.  Qo 
the  6th  of  November,  1792,  the  Secretary  of  3tafe 
wrote  to  the  American  Minister  at  London  a  let- 
ter, in  which,  when  speaking  on  the  subject  of 
impressment,  the  following  language  is  used: 
^  It  is  unoecessarjf  to  develope  to  you  the  ioeon- 

*  yenieocies  of  this  conduct,  and  the  impossibility 

*  of  letting  it  go  on.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to 
^  make  the  British  MioiKtry  sensible  of  the  ne- 
'ceasity  of  punisihing  the  past  and  preventing  the 
'  future."  I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  is 
danger  of  fatiguing  the  House  by  ncurriog  to 
documents  of  this  iort,  but  my  apology  is  a  good 
one:  those  to  which  I  refer  have  never  been 
printed  for  the  information  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  nor  have  the. public  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  inspecting  them.  I  bope,  therefore,  to  be 
indulged  la  pursuing  the  sentiments  of  former 
Administrations  further  on  a  subject  of  ^o  pauch 
interest.  On  the  2Qih  of. February,  1800,  Mr. 
Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  addressed  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  putject  of 
a  proposed  treaty  between  the  two  couairies,  upon 
which  occasion  he  makes  the  following  remark : 
^'That  he  transmiu  Mr.  Liston'ss  note  of  the  iih 
'  of  February,  together  with  his  project  of  a 
<  treaty  for  the  reciprocal  delivery  of  deserters; 
'  whioh  appears  to  the  Secretary  utterly  inadmiK- 
'  «ible,  unless  it  would  putao  end  to  impressment; 
'.which  Mr. Listen  seemed  to  imagine,  while  the 
'  sevfitth  paragraph  of  his  project  expressly  re^- 

*  cognises  the  right  of  impressing  British  sub 

*  jects,  and  eoasequently  American  citizens  as  ai 
'  present."  Mr.  Wolcott,  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, when  giving  hitt  opinion  to  the  Prei«idenl, 
^y^^^ii  Xbat  the  project  of  a  treaty  proposed  by 
'  His  Britannic  Majesty  for  the  reciprucat  delivery 
'  of  deserters  from  the  land  and  naval  service 
'  does  not,  s^afficiently  prj»vide  against  the  ini- 
^  prerament  of  American  seamen,  and  is  there- 
'  tore  deemed  inadmissible.** 

Mf«  Stoddert,  who  i^tad  aa  S^fff^ry  pf  the 


Navy,  at  that  period,  when  advising  the 
dent  on  the  same  subject,  says — "  Tnat  the  Sec- 
^  re  tar  y  is  clearly  6f  opinion  that  it  is  better  to 
'  have  no  article,  and  meet  all  consequences,  than 
<  not  to  enumerate  merchant  vessels,  on  the  high 

*  seas,  among  the  things  not  to  be  forcibly  entered 

*  in  search  of  deserters."    * 

'  The  letter  ot  the  present  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  Stetes  to  Mr.  King,  Minister  at  London, 
dated  on  the  20th  of  September,  1800,  places  this 
aubject  in  a  strong  light;  he  says—. 

<<  The  impressment  of  our  seamen  is  an  injury  of 
▼eiy  snrious  magnitode,  which  deeply  affiBCts  the  feel- 
ings and  the  honor  of  the  nation.  This  valuable  daes 
of  men  ia  composed  of  natives  and  foreigners,  who  en- 
gage voUuilarily  m  <Uir  service.  No  right  has  been 
•aserted  to  impiees  the  natives  of  America.  Yet  thw 
are  impressed;  they  are  dimgged  on  board  Britiilt 
ships  of  war,  with  the  evidence  of  eitiaanship  aa  their 
hand,  and  forced  by  violence  then  to  serve  until  ooa- 
elusive  testimonials  of  their  birth  can  be  obtained. 
These  must  most  generally  be  sought  for  on  this  nde 
the  Atlantic  In  the  meantime  acknowledged  vio- 
Uxtte  is  pr&ctised  on  a  free  citizen  of  the  United  States 
by  compelling  him  to  engage  and  to  continue  in  Ibreign 
servioB.  Although  the  Lords  of  the  Admiraltj  nni- 
fermly  direct  their  discharge  on  the  production  of  this 
te!>timony,  yet  many  must  perish  unrelieved,  and  all 
are  detained  a  considerable  time  in  lawless  and  injn- 
rious  confinement.  It  is  the  doty  as  well  as  the  right 
of  a  friendly  nation  to  require  that  measures  be  taken 
by  the  British  Government  to  prevent  the  continued 
napetition  of  sudt  violenoe  by  its  agents.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  punishiiig  and* frowning  on  those 
who  perpetrate  it.  The  mere  release  of  the  injured^ 
afUr  a  long  course  of  service  and  of  anfieiing,  is  no 
compensation  for  the  past  and  no  security  for  the  fu- 
ture. It  is  tntposaible  not  to  believe  that  the  decisive 
interference  of  the  Qovernment,  in  this  respect  would 
prevent  a  practice,  the  continuance  of  which  must  in- 
evitably produce  discord  between  two  nations  which 
ought  to  be  friends  to  each  other.'' 

In  another  part  of  the  saaie  letter,  Mr.  Mar^ 
shall  ubservea,  ^  the  United  States,  require  posi- 
^  tively  that  their  seaman  who  are  not  British 
^  subieets,  whether  born  in  America  or  ehMwhere, 
'  shall  be  exempt  from  impressment." 

From  these  documents  we  clearly  collect  what 
was  the  view  which  the  first  and  second  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  Stages  had  on  this  subjecip 
and  that  of  the  principal  officers  of  tbe  Qovernr 
ment.  It  appears  (hat  this  exemntioD  from  ink- 
pressment  is  no  ,new  claim  net  up  oy  men  now  ia 
power.  It  is  as  old  as  the  Qovernment  itself,  and 
there  never. has  been,  nor  can  there  be,  an  Ad- 
reinistcfitloa  in  this  country  who  dare  surrender 
t^is  point  to  any  foreign  Power.  Once  relin- 
quished, we  had  as  well  abandon  the  ocean  alto- 
gether. If  the  liberty  of  American  citizens  ia  lo 
be.subject  to  the  will,  not  of  the  English  Qor- 
ernment,  but  what  is  infinitely  worse,  of  every 
petty  officer  that  navigates  a  Britisl^  ship,  it  is 
in  vain  (hat  we  boast  of  freedom ;  we  do  not 
posaess  it^  and  only  let  the  British  Qovernment 
understand  you  distinctly  on  this  point,  and  yoa 
need  talk  no  more  of  American  coounerce.  When 
the  gentleman  from  Massach^i^Uf  deciaimed  ao 
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feelingly  io  favor  of  tbe  iiwoceiit  CRnadians,  I  wts 
astoDished  that  he  expressed  do  sympathy  for  thp 
suifertogs  of  the  tbousaods  of  Araericans  who 
have  forcibly  been  dra^^ed  from  their  country, 
their  friends,  their  families,  and  everything  that 
is  dear  to  man  I  and  compelled  to  serve  on  board 
the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  even  against  their  own 
country.  If  there  be  tiothing  in  the  East  which 
can  awaken  his  sympaihies,  I  ask  him  to  turn 
ills  eyes  to  the  West;  he  will  there  see  that  we 
have  lost  our  faiiiers  and  our  brothers.  Our 
children  have  been  butchered  in  their  cradles ; 
our  mothers,  oar  sisters,  our  daughters,  and  our 
wives,  have  been  led  into  savage  captivity.  IC 
sir,  that  gentleman  has  his  feelings  so  enlisted 
on  the  side  of  the  enemies  of  his  country  as  to 
be  unable  to  sympathize  with  us,  I  will  not,  I 
cannot  acknowledge  him  as  my  political  brother. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  name  the  gentleman  from  Massa* 
chusetts  particularly,  .because  he  has  preemi- 
nently distinguished  himself  above  his. fellows  lb 
this  debate;  they  have  deigned  lo  reason  upon 
the  subject,  but  this  course  is  too  doll  for  him. 
Not  content  with  denouncing  everything  thatfaas 
occurred  for  twelve  years  past,  and  railing  against 
the  present,  he  has  ^oie  into  futurity,  and  pre- 
dicted the  events  wh%ch  are  to  take  place  for  lour 
years  to  come.  I  beg  the  gentleman  from.  Mas- 
sachusetts to  recollect  that  he  treads  American 
soil.  I  entreat  him  to  remember  the  country 
in  which  he  was  born,  and  for  which  his  father 
fought.  Sir,  the  shameful  surrender  of  the  A  meri- 
can  army  at  Detroit  astonished  me  when  I  heard 
it;  but  now  astonishment  ceases,  after  what  } 
have  seen  and  heard  on  this  floor.  It  is  not 
strange  that  treason  should  be  found  in  the  camp. 

Geatlemen  on  the  other  side  have  spoken  of 
our  misfortunes  on  land;  this  seems  indeed  to 
constitute  the  burden  of  their  song,  and  t(iey  at- 
tribute them  in  a  great  degree  to  the  ill-manage- 
ment of  the  Executive.  If  they  will  look  fairly 
into  this  subject,  they  will  find  the  true  «anse 
originating  in  this  House;  they  will  see  that  the 
disunion  which  prevails  here  extends  itself  through* 
put  the  country ;  apd  this  it  is  that  renders  the 
American  arms  feeble  and  inefficacious ;  and  they 
will  also  discover  that  the  enemy  sees  in  that  in- 
vidious line,  which  sepiirates  the  political  parties 
in  this  House,  a  sure  indication  ot  that  severance 
of  the  States,  upon  which  Qreat  Britain  builds 
her  hopes.  Sir,  I  ask  the  aentleman  f/om  New 
Turk  (Mr.  Gold)  why  he  nas  dwelt  with  such 
peculiar  pleasure  upon  4he  distresses  now  pre- 
vailing in  the  Armv,  which  he  affirms  have  not 
yet  reached  their  highest  limits?  If  the  gentle* 
man  intended  by  this  to  discourage  the  recruiting 
service,  his  object  is  certainly  not  his  country's 
good ;  but  I  trost  his  predictions  will  not  be  veri- 
fied ;  it  must  be  known  to  him  that  raw  troops 
are  always  liable  to  diseases,  from  which  those 
accustomed  to  the  camp  are  exempt ;  all  expe- 
rience in  miffiary  operations  proves  this  fact» 

Some  i<entlemen  allege  that  it  is  immoral,  and 
even  irreligious,  to  attack  the  Canadians,  because 
they  have  done  us  no  harm.  Such  political  opin- 
ions are  formed  on  a  very  limited  and  contracted 


basis.  Is  it  not  known  that  in  every  war  the  in- 
nocent and  unoffending  citizens  or  subjects  of  a 
community  sufler  for  the  crimes  of  their  rulers? 
What  injury  had  those  British  sailors  done  us 
who  fell  in  the  several  engagements  with  Cap- 
tains Hull,  Jones,,  and  Decatur  ?  Not  only  had 
they  committed  no  wrong  on  us,  but  never  had 
they  in  all  probability  conceived  a  thought  to  do 
so.  They  fell  innocent  victims  to  the  ambition 
of  their  tyrannical  master. 

It  is  pretended  that  French  influence  has  found 
its  way  into  our  councils.  Sir,  they  who  make 
these  insinuations  do  not  thamselves  believe  them; 
they  use  them  to  deceive  those  who  have  not  a 
fair  opportunity  of  judging  for  themselves.  Look 
at  the  instructions  |;iven  by  (he  Bxecntive  to  our 
Ministers  at  Paris  and  London :  they  require  froo^ 
FrancjB  indemnity  for  past  injuries  as  a  preliminary 
to  negotiation.  From  England  weaskooJy  thatshie 
cease  to  injure  us,and  we  will  negotiate  for  tha 
past — showing  evidently  a  disposition  to  act  more 
rigidly  towards  Franoe  than  England— «nd,  if 
either  Power  has  cause  of  complaint,  it  is  clear 
England  has  none.  Sir,  that  France  has  injured 
this  country  all  admit.  For  in y self  I  am  no  apolo- 
gist for  the  French  Emperor;  but  I  do  not  pos- 
sess such  enmity  against  any  nation  as  to  forgat 
what  is  due  to  my  own.  If  this  Government  had 
the  power  to  humble  th^  tyrant  of  continental 
Europe  for  the  injuries  he  has  inflicted  upon  us, 
I  would  unite  with  the  geatlenian  from  Massa- 
chusetts in  pronouncing  its  accomplishment,  ^'the 
celestial  glory  of  America,"  instead  of  applying 
those  expressions  to  the  disasters  and  misfortunes 
of  our  own  country.  But,  sir,  after  all  the  de- 
feats of  which  gentlemen  speak  so  boastingly,  and 
convert  into  causes  of  triumph  to  themselves,  I 
feel  .pot  discoiiraged.  True,  one  general  officer 
may  prove  a  traitor,  another  may  mismanage  a 
campaign,  but  th«  Atnerioan  soldiery  have  never 
disgraced  themselves  or  their  country  ;  they  hava 
in  every  contest  evinced  firmness,  bravery,  and 
skill.  They  only  want  a  leader  worthy  tocom.- 
mand  an  army  of  freemen,  and  they  will  trans- 
mit to  (Jbeir  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty,  or 
perish  in  the  attempt. 

It  has  been  said,  hy  a  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  PfiARSON,)  that,  if  we  exclude 
British  seamen  from  our  service  by  law,  one  of 
two  things  must  happen,  either  a  peace  would  be 
the  result)  or  the  people  of  this  country  all  unite 
in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  If  I  have 
mistaken  the  meaning  of  the  gentleman,  I  wish 
him  to  correct  me  at  this  time,  and  answer  tbe 
question  directly,  if,  io  that  event,  he  will  stip- 
port  the  war?  [Mr.  Pearson  explained.]  Mr. 
GaDNnr  proceeded :  Sir,  from  the  explanation 
given,  it  will,  I  fear,  be  as  difficult  to  cooie  to  an 
understanding  with  that  gentleman,  as  it  is  to  ac- 
commodate the  points  in  dispute  with  the  British 
Ministry;  for,  although  the  aentleman  says  he 
will  not  surrender  an  essential  right  of  the  coun^ 
try,  a  question,  might  be  made  by  him  as  to  what 
were  essential  rights.  I  will,  nevertheless,  Mr. 
Speaker,  make  one  more  effort  to  elicit  the  opinion 
ottbegentieAanonthisaulveptt  laak him  whether 
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he  considers  the  impressment  of  American  seamen 
'*  a  viottition  of  an  essential  right  of  this  country?" 
[Mr.  Pearson  said  he  so  considered  it.]  Theo, 
said  Mr.  Qrundy,  from  the  gentleman's  own  dec- 
claration,  he  is  bound  to  support  ds  in  the  war«  if 
the  principle  of  impressment  is  not  relinquished 
by  Great  Britain.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, that,  in  a  time  of  peace,  I  am  willing  British 
seamen,  not  naturalized  in  this  country,  should  be 
excluded  from  our  service.  I  believe  that  such  a 
regulation  would  inflict  no  injury  or  inconveni- 
ence on  the  country.  Whenever,  therefore,  a 
(yroposition  to  this  efifect  is  made,  so  as  to  take 
effect  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  I  shall  vote 
for  it.  I  consider  it  a  direct  encouragement  to 
our  own  seamen,  calculated  to  foster  and  cherish 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  that  important  class 
of  our  citizens.  Sir,  the  gentleman  rrom  Massa- 
chusetts has  touched  a  topic  peculiarly  delicate, 
as  I  bad  supposed  to  »07ne  men  in  this  country: 
I  allude  to  the  disclosures  made  to  this  Govern* 
ment  by  John  Henry.  The  gentlemian  .charges 
the  Administration  with  having  wantonly  wasted 
fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  public  money  in  pur* 
chasing  documents  of  no  intrinsic  ^alue.  I  have 
BO  knowledge  of  the  sum  given,  of  that  anything 
was  given  for  this  disclosure,  but,  if  a  million  had 
been  given,  I,  for  one^  should  not  have  thought  ijt 
too  much,  were  I  satisfied  that  it  cbold  not  have 
been  had  for  less.  Sir,  that  discbsore  taught  the 
people  of  this  country  knowledge  which  could  be 
acquired  in  no  other  way.  It  affoHs  an  authen* 
tic  historical  fact  of  the  perfidy  of  the  British 
Ministry,  which  must  excite  against  them  the  ex- 
ecration of  the  civilized  world.  It  ought  to  warn 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  read  with  cau* 
tion  ihe  newspaper  essays,  masking,  under  pro- 
fessions of  patriotism,  the  productions  of  foreigtt 
influence  and  gold- 

I  will  now,  sir,  reply  to  a  remark  made  by  ioy 
friend  from  Virginia ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  entering  my  protest  against  the  doctrine  which 
he  a<)vatoced.  He  says,  we  must  have  aii  aug- 
mentatiun  of  the  regular  force,  to  put  down  insuf" 
rection  at  home.  I  disclaim  the  idea.  We  want 
an  increase  of  the  Army  to  fight  against  the  ene* 
mies  of  the  country,  and  not  to  turn  their  arms 
against  their  brethren.  Sir,  I  do  not  fear  insur- 
rection. The  factious  members  of  this  House 
may  vapor  much,  and  evince  a  strong  disposition 
to  do  mischief,  but,  in  the  sobef  good  sense  of  the 
people  at  home  there  is  a  corrective.  There  is 
too  much  intelligence  in  every  quarter  of  our 
country  to  sacrifice  the  Constitution— the  ark  of 
our  pofiticai  safety — to  promote  the  views  of  an 
ambitious  faction.  '^ 

A  few  words,'sir,  on  the  provisions  of- the  bill 
before  you,  and  I  have  done.  It  contemplates  en« 
listments  for  one  year,  and  this  is  considered  ob- 

J'ectionable.  I  admit  the  force  of  the  objection : 
[ye  years*  men  are  better  than  those  enlisted  for 
one  year.  But,  let  gentlemen  reflect,  as  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Virginia  (Mr.  t^LBABANTs) 
told  them  the  other  day,  that  the  question  is,  not 
what  kind  of  force  is  best,  hot  what  is- the  best 
within  your  power,  uking  ioto  view  the  time  at 


which  you  wish  them  to  act.  Five  years*  men, 
to  the  number  w^ted,  you  cannot  get ;  those  for 
one  year  you  can.  The  question  is  not  whether 
men  on  long  enlistment  are  not  better  than  those 
enlisted  for  a  shorter  period,  but  whether  a  force 
of  the  latter  description  is  not  better  than  no  force 
at  all.  I  do  feel  astonished  that  gentlemen  who 
have  declared  the  war,  and  are  responsible  for  the 
prosecution  of  it,  hate  not  paid  more  attention  to 
the  course  of  argument  observed  by  the  Opposi- 
tion. At  one  moment  they  tell  you  that  you  can- 
not get  a  sufficient  force  on  long  enlistments,  and 
in  the  next  breath  they  deprecate  short  enlist- 
ments. Militia  and  rolunteers  have  been  long 
since  denounced  by  them  as  inefficient,  and  the 
employment  of  them  a  useless  waste  of  the  public 
treasure.  On  what  species  of  force,  tlien,  Mr. 
Speaker,  must  we  rely  ?  If  this  side  of  the  House 
will  be  misled  by  the  crooked  councils  of  the  Op- 
position, we  who  have  declared  the  war  must 
carry  it  on  without  an  army ;  and,  instead  of  pro- 
ducin^^'an  acknowledgment  of  our  just  rights,  our 
imbectlity  will  become  proverbial ;  our  enemy 
win  de5pise  and  pity  u»,  and  the  people  will  justly 
frown  us  into  retirehient.  ^ 

'  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  will  be 
productive  of  great  good,  'The  force  will  not  only 
be  useful  for  twelve  months,  but  it  constitutes  an 
excellent  fund  out  of  which  to  draw  men  on  to 
longer  enlistments,  should  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  require  it.  I  submit  io  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  whether  he  has  used  the.  experi- 
ence he  acquired  in  the  Revolution  to  the  best 
advantage?  He  says  the  first  enlistments  were 
for  six  weeks,  then  for  three  months ;  and  the  time 
was  thus  regularly  increased,  until,  at  last,  enlist- 
ments were  made  during  the  war.  He  also  says, 
that  the  frequent  expiration  of  service  produced 
great  inconveniencies.  No  doubt  this  was  the 
case.  But,  has  the  gentleman  reflected  on  the 
probable  consequence  to  the  country,  at  that  pe- 
riod, had  the  then  Congress  only  authorized  those 
to  be  enlisted  who  would  engage  to  serve  during 
the  war  ?  Is  he  certain  that  an  army  would  have 
been  obtained  at  all  t  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  after 
you  have  men  in  the  field,  and  after  they  become 
attached  to  a  military  life,  it  is  easier  to  prevail 
on  them  to  remain,  than  to  induce  them  to  aban- 
don their  domestic  attachments,  and  join  the 
Army  in  th£  first  instance. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  that  observations  had  fallen 
from  certain  gentlemen,  which  merited  reply  and 
deserved  correction.  The  two  gentlemen  who 
had  Just  sat  dowb  (Messrs.  Grundt  and  Archer) 
had  noticed  some  of  those  observations  in  a  hand- 
some manner,  and  had  given  the  appropriate  an- 
swer.- There  yet  remained  some  points  which  it 
would  be  proper  to  notice ;  it  was  the  comparative 
decorum  with  which  they  were  made  that  entitled 
them  to  respect.  The  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut (Mr.  Pitkin)  had  declared  that  this  Gov- 
ernment had  insisted  in  past  time,  and  did  still 
continue  to  insist,  that  the  American  flag  should 
cover  all  descriptions  of  persons  sailing  under  it, 
and  that  this  perseverance  in  an  erroneous  princi- 
ple had  been  the  cause  of  the  war]  and  of  all 
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the  calamities  the  nation  bad  soffered.  Mr.  T. 
said,  be  was  the  more  surprised. to  hear  a  round, 
unqualified-  declaration  of  this  kind  from  the 
geniJeman,  because  he  bad  giv^n  repeated  proofs 
to  the  House  of  the  attention  which  he  bestowed 
on  the  public  documents,  and  (he  assiduity  with 
which  he  had  studied  them ;  there  were  two  of 
them,  especially,  which  the  gentleman  musthaye 
read,  and,  reading,  could  not  fail  to  have  remem- 
bered ;  one  of  no  very  remote  date,  the  other  very 
recent,  and  very  interesting ;  it  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  the  gentleman  to  believe  they  were 
noi  strongly  imprinted  on  his  memory,  yet  did 
both  those  documents  more  plainly  and  directly 
contradict  the  allegation  of  the  gentleman.  Long 
before  the  period,  however,  to  which  I  refer,  Mr. 
King,  our  Mioister  at  London,  had  written  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  ^  that,  on  this  subject,  viz : 
'  impressment)  we  had  again  and  again  offered  to 
^  concur  in  a  convention,  which  we  thought  prac- 
'  ticable  to  be  formed,  and  which  would  settle 
*  these  questions  in  a  manner  that  would  be  safe 
'  for  Bogland  and  satisfactory  to  us."  (Letter 
15th  March.  1799.)  The  first  document  after  this 
is  a  letter  of  instruction  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Minister  at  the  Court  of 
St.  James,  dated  May  29th,  1807,  soon  after  the 
failure  of  the  treaty  concluded  by  himself  and 
Mr.  Pinkney,  and  is  to  the  following  purport : 

'*  It  is  agreed  that,  after  the  term  of months, 

computed  from  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  during 
a  war  in  which  either  of  the  contracting  parties  may 
be  engaged »  neither  of  them  will  permit  any  seaman, 
not  being  its  own  citizen  or  subject,  and  being  a  citizen 
OT  subject  of  the  other  party,  who  shall  not  have  been 
for  two  years  at  least,  prior  to  that  date,  constantly  and 
voluntarily  in  the  service  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  parties  respectively,  to  enter  or  be  employed  on 
board  any  of  its  vessels  navigating  the  high  seas ;  and 
proper  regulations,  enforced  by  adequate  penalties,  shall 
be  mutually  established  for  distinguishing  the  seamen 
of  the  parties,  respectively,  and  for  giving  full  effect  to 
this  stipulation." 

Here,  then,  is  documentary  evidence  that,  so 
far  back  as  the  year  1807,  the  American  Qovern- 
ment  had  tendered  to  the  British  Cabinet  a  prop- 
osition, the  effect  of  which  was  to  exempt  from 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag,  or,  what  is 
the  same  thing,  to  exclude  from  the  American 
service  everv  description  of  persons,  saving  Amer- 
ican native-Dorn  and  naturalized  citizens.  Does 
the  gentleman  insist  that  the  naturalized  citizen 
should  not  be  protected  ?  If  he  does  not,  will  he 
authorize  the  British  to  search  and  impress^  though 
the  American  Government  should  prohibit,  by  all 
the  penalties  of  law,  foreigners  of  any  description 
from  entering  into  the  service  of  her  merchant 
vessels  1  Does  he  mean  that  we  shall  be  exposed 
to  the  vexatious  practice  of  search  and  impress- 
ment, notwithstanding  the  Government  shall  do 
everything  in  its  power  to  prevent  British  sub* 
jects  from  entering  into  its  service?  But,  Mr. 
Speai^er,  if  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Monroe  did 
not  go  far  enough  for  the  gentleman,  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr^  Russell  unquestionably  did.  Here 
it  is: 

•     12lh  Coir,  2d  Sess. — 20 


"  I  finally  offered,  in  order  to  answer  at  once  all  the 
observations  and  inquiries  of  Lord  Castlereagh,  that 
the  proposed  understanding  should  be  expressed  in  the 
most  general  terms.  That  the  laws  to  take  effect  on 
the  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  impressment  should 
prohibit  the  employment  of  the  native  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  the  one  State,  excepting  such  only  as  had  al- 
ready been  naturalized,  on  board  the  private  or  public 
ships  of  the  other.  Thus  removing  any  objection  that 
might  have  been  raised  with  regard  to  the  future  efiect 
of  naturalization  or  the  formalr  renunciation  of  any  pre- 
tended right." 

The  effect  of  this  proposition  of  Mr.  Russell, 
sir,  is  not  only  the  exclusion  of  British  subjects 
from  American  employ,  but  the  exclusion  of 
British  subjects  who  may  in  future  be  naturalized 
in  the  United  States.  Hence  our  flag  would  have 
covered  none  bnt  native  Americans,  and  such 
British  subjects  as  had  been  before  naturalized. 
Having  emploved  the  power  of  the  country^ 
having  resorteu  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties 
which  the  law  can  provide  to  prohibit  this  de- 
scription of  persons  from  serving  on  board  Amer- 
ican vessels,  will  the  gentleman,  notwithstand- 
ing, insist  tliat  British  commanders  shall  enter 
our  vessels  to  make  search  for  seamen  ?  If,  not- 
withstanding the  prohibition,  it  were  permitted  to 
British  officers  to  make  search  for  seamen,  the 
prohibition  had  better  not  be  made;  the  practice 
miffht  as  well  go  on  in  all  the  latitude  of  tyranny 
and  oppression  which  has  distinguished  it. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  j[Mr. 
Pearson)  has  been  pleased,  in  the  course  or  his 
observations  on  this  subject,  to  offer  to  the  House 
a  project  for  a  peace.  He  would  have  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  laws  prohibiting  the  employ  of 
British  seamen  in  our  service,  leaving  the  Presi- 
dent to  make  a  tender  of  those  laws  through  fit 
and  proper  characters  to  the  British  Government 
as  the  basis  of  an  adjustment.  The  gentleman 
is  to  accomplish  two  objects  by  his  project— a 
union  of  parties  and  a  peace  with  the  enemy  j 
both  objects,  sir,  are  not  less  interesting  to  me 
than  to  the  gentleman ;  but,  I  very  much  doubt, 
Mr.  Speaker,  whether  either  of  them  be  attaina- 
able.  The  i^entleman  not  only  requires  a  specific 
form  to  be  &;iven  to  the  proposition  itself,  but  it  is 
an  esseotialcondition  on  which  he  is  to  enter  into 
the  union,  that  the  proposition  be  tendered  to  the 
British  Government  by  such  characters  as  he  will 
approve  4  by  men,  as  he  says,  without  office  and 
without  expectation  of  office.  Now,  sir,  although 
it  may  not  be  very  difficult  to  find  men  who  do 
not  hold  office ;  it  would  seem  to  me  to  be  ex- 
tremely difficult,  if  hot  impossible,  to  find  men 
without  expectation  of  office ;  and  yet  the  gen- 
tleman would  be  under  no  obligation  to  unite 
with  us  nnless  his  project  were  tendered  to  the 
British  Government  by  such  men.  Mr.  Pinkney 
had  passed  for  a  Federalist  both  in  this  country 
and  Bngland ;  he  had  tendered  a  very  important 
proposition  to  the  British  Government;  but  as 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  always 
doubted  the  sincerity  of  the  Government  in  mak. 
ing  that  overture,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  what, 
ever  confidence  they  might  have  had  in  Mr. 
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Pinkney  as  a  polilician,  they  had  ceased  to  respect 
him  as  a  fie  person  to  make  propositioos  to  the 
British  GovernmeDt.  Sir,  I  fear  it  is  as  difficult 
to  aoite  parties  as  to  conciliate  the  British  Go7- 
ernment.  Both  the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut 
and  North  Carolina  nave  mistaken  tlie  character 
of  that  Qovernment ;  she  is  not  to  be  conciliated. 
If  they  sincerely  want  peace,  they  must  employ 
the  resources  and  energies  of  the  country  to  eo- 
erce  it.  This  is  susceptible  of  proof;  repeated 
overtures  have  been  made  in  the  most  amicable 
spirit,  and  have  been  unjformly  rejected,  and  un- 
der circumstances  which  left  no  doubt  of  the  lurk- 
ing hostility  which  dictated  the  rejection. 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Monroe  of  1807  had 
fkiled ;  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Pinkney  of  1810 
and  1811  had  failed ;  the  recent  proposition  of  Mr. 
Russell  had  failed.  Of  the  first,  I  have  already 
spoken.  Give  me  leave  to  say  something  of  the 
second.  The  failure  of  th&second  proposition,  viz : 
to  continue  the  non-intercourse  against  France, 
repealing  it  as  to  England,  provided  England 
would  rescind  her  Orders  in  Council,  is  one pf  the 
iDost  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  occurren- 
ces in  political  history.  Be  it  remembered,  sir^ 
that  this  proposition  was  substantially  a  proposi- 
tion to  go  to  war  on  the  side  of  England  against 
France,  provided  England  would  rescind  her 
orders — France  continuing  her  decrees.  I  say 
this  was  the  proposition,  substantially,  because 
this^  was  the  inevitable  effect  of  it,  to'place  the 
United  States  in  the  same  relation  to  England  as 
they  are  now  placed  in  relation  to  France — not 
with  a  view,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  an  alliance  with 
either;  far  from  it;  but,  to  the  ultimate  vindica- 
tion pf  their  own  just,  rights  against  the  aggres- 
siotts  of  either  of  them— warring  for  themselves, 
and  for  themselves  making  peace.  But,  most 
strange  to  say^Mr.  Speaker,  this  voluntary  tender 
of  our  friendship  was  disdainfully  rejected;  at  a 
period,  too,  when  England,  pressed  by  a  formida- 
ble war,  was  standing  as  it  were  on  her  last  legs 
— all  Europe  united  against  her — and  when,  ac- 
cording to  her  own  declaration,  her  very  exist- 
ence was  at  stake ;  when,  too,  the  single  condition 
of  this  friejndty  proposition  was,  that  England 
should  recall  a  measure,  which,  but  a  short  time 
after,  she  was  forced  to  abandon  to  the  clamors 
and  distresses  of  her  own  people.  No,  said  Eng- 
land, we  want  not  your  friendship;  it  is  of  no 
yalue  to  us;  you  have  not  courage  and  fortitude 
to  defend,  manfully,  your  own  just  rights,  and  how 
can  I  expect  that  you  will  renfier  important  ser- 
Tice  to  me?  It  is  altogether  impossible,  sir,  to 
account  for  the  conduct  of  England,  without  sup- 
posing her  to  have  entertained  such  sentiments. 
And  will  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
flatter  himself  with  the  belief,  that  after  the  fail- 
tire  of  such  a  proposition,  England  is  to  be  con- 
ciliated by  his  project — a  project  substantially  the 
same  as  that  of  Mr.  Monroe  of  1807,  and  identi- 
cally the  proposition  of  Mr.  Russell  in  1812  ?  But, 
the  gentleman  derives  hope  from  the  ground  on 
which  Mr.  RusselPs  proposal  was  rejected.  Mr. 
Russell,  says  the  gentleman,  was  not  regularly 
commissioned,  nor  was  he  formally  ibstrucied  to 


make  the  proposition  in  the  latitude  sn  which  he 
tendered  it.  But,  sir,  was  not  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  ofStateasufficient  commission  for  him? 
And,  suppose  Mr.  Russell,  consulting  the  spirit 
rather  than  the  letter  of  his  instructions,  had  given 
to  the  proposition  a  somewhat  more  liberal  char^ 
Bcter,  it  was  not  on  this  ground  the  proposition 
was  rejected ;  it  was  rejected,  as  Lord  Castlereagh 
expressly  said,  because  England  would  never  con- 
sent to  entertain  any  proposal  which  went  to 
abridge  her  right  of  impressment;  that  aay  ar- 
rangement for  the  limitation  of  this  right  was  im- 
practicable, and  bad  always  been  so;  that  it  was 
true,  on  this  subject,  their  yrtetid*  in  Congress^ 
meaning  the  flederalisU — had  believed  in  the 
practicability  of  an  arrangement;  but  they  were 
mistaken.  Mr.  King  was  as  far  from  accomplish- 
ing it  as  Mr.  Monroe.  That,  in  fact,  it  was  in  raia 
to  negotiate  about  it.  Popular  feeling  would  not 
permit  them  to  make  any  concession  upon  the 
subject  This  is  the  language  of  Lord  Castlereagh. 
But,  suppose  it  had  not  been :  If  the  British  cabi- 
net were  sincerely  disposed  to  listen  to  the  pro- 
posal, they  would  have  aaid  so,  notwithstanding 
any  objection  which  could  have  been  taken  to  the 
authority  or  power  of  Mr.  Russell.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh would  have  said«for  instance,  that  the  pro- 
position was  a  fair  one;  that,  if  offered  by  an 
ajgent  with  full  powers,  it  would  be  enteruined  ; 
if  inconvenient  to  make  it  the  basis  of  negotiatioa 
at  London,  it  might  be  made  the  basis  of  negoti- 
ation at  Washington.  But  this,  sir,  never  entered 
into  the  bead  of  Lord  Castlereagh.  The  answer 
to  Mr.  Russell  was,  that  the  thing  was  wholljr 
impracticable,  and  had  always  been  so.  But,  the 
gentleman  desires  os  to  repeat  the  same  proposi- 
tion, that  we  may  receive  the  same  answer. 

I  trust,  sir,  by  tnis  time,  I  have  been  able  to  sat- 
isfy the  gentleman  that  England  is  not  to  be  con- 
ciliated. Will  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  tftoite 
with  me  in  a  project  of  coercion — ^a  project  in 
which  I  have  no  less  confidence  than  ine  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  in  his  own ;  yes,  sir, 
so  much  confidence  that  I  would  almost  be  tempt- 
ed to  make  a  bargain  with  the  gentleman  to  take 
any  of  their  projects,  however  fanciful,  if,  within 
a  reasonable  tim^.the  enemy  did  not  yield  to  uni- 
ted councils  and  an  active  war.  My  project  ia 
embargO'^Rn  immediate,  entire,  and  rigidly  exe- 
cuted embargo,  embracing  as  well  the  coasting 
aji  foreign  trade,  and,  if  you  please,  sir,  a  provis- 
ion by  law  for  naturalizing  British  seamen,  vol- 
untarily entering  into  the  service  of  the  United 
S tates,<f urtn^  the  toar — the  converse  of  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman.  An  embargo  may  be 
resorted  to  at  this  moment  with  comparatively 
little  sacrifice:  the  foreign  trade  is  inconsidera- 
ble; the  coasting  trade  is  almost  entirely  inter- 
rupted.    The  effect  of  an  embargo  would  be, 

1.  To  keep  our  own  commerce  safe  at  home, 
leaving  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  exposed  to 
the  assaults  of  our  privateers  and  public  vessels ; 

2.  To  distress  the  enemy  at  honjie,  in  his  colo- 
nies, and  on  the  Peninsula ; 

3.'  To  give  ten-fold  vigor  to  the  war,  by  mak- 
ing a  diversion  of  men  and  of  capit^  in  favor  of 
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our  priTateersj  and  of  men  in  favor  of  oar  public 
vessels ; 

4.  To  faeUitate  the  reduction  of  Canada,  by  cre- 
ating partial  scarcity,  at  kast-^perhaps  absolute 
distress. 

Now  is  the  moment,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  this  em- 
bargo. The  British  papers  announce  that  the 
price  of  bread  has  risen  on  the  heel  of  the  har- 
vest, though  the  harvest  has  been  described  as 
abundant.  The  proclamations  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent prohibit  the  conversion  of  grain  into  starch 
and  tne  use  of  grain  in  the  breweries.  Can  we 
have  stronger  evidence  of  apprehended  scarcity? 
Sir.  of  the  force  and  effect  with  which  this  meas- 
ure may  be  wielded  against  the  enemy,  we  do 
not  want  more  decisive  proof  than  that  which 
the  enemy  himself  has  furnished — proof  which 
is  a  source  of  triumph  and  exultation  to  every 
American.  Two  fkcts  were  unfolded.  First,  by 
the  examination  before  the  Btilisb  House  of  Com- 
mons, it  bad  been  shown  that  if  the  British  people 
were  not  at  all  times  and  undef'all  circumstances 
absolutely  dependent  on  us  for  a  market  for  their 
manufactures,  thev  were  at  this  time  and  in  the 
present  state  of  tne  world  absolutely  dependent ; 
second,  that  if  not  always,  and  in  every  state  of 
things,  absolutely  dependent  on  us  for  supplies  of 
prorisions.  they  were  in  the  present  -state  of  Ed- 
rope  absolutely  dependent.  I  beseech  the  gen- 
tlemen, therefore,  to  take  the  embargo  as  a  sure 
measure  of  attaining  what  they  profess  so  much 
to  desire — peace.  Sut,  sir,  the  other  measure 
which  I  tender  to  the  gentlemen,  though  not  so 
powerful  and  efficient  against  the  enemy,  is  not 
less  interesting:  The  protection  of  seamen  of 
every  description,  during,  tbte  war,  who  shall  be 
found  fighting  under  the  American  flag — to  natu^ 
xalize  the  seaman  voluntarily  enlisting  on  board 
the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  hav- 
ing naturalized,  to  protect  him  with  the  power  of 
the  country. 

Whatever,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  been  our  misfor- 
tunes or  reverses  on  the  land,  we  may  enjov  the 
consolation  that  the  gallantry  and  skill  or  our 
seamen  will  make  the  war,  if  not  a  short,  yet 
certainly  an  honorable  one  for  the  country;  the 
war  was  undertaken  chiefly  for  them ;  they  will 
be  chiefly  instrnroental  in  waging  it,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will  make  it  a  glorious  one  for 
themsetres  and  for  all  of  us;  but  they  ought  to 
be  protected.  Whatever  be  the  description  or 
character  of  the  seaman  fighting  pnder  the  Amei^t* 
can  flag,  that  seaman  ought  to  be  protected.  Not 
a  hair  of  his  head  should  oe  touched  by  the  enemy 
with  impunity.  In  consrdenng,  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
right,  propriety,  and  justice,  of  adopting  this  regu- 
lation, we  are  naturally  led  to  advert  to  the  Brit- 
ish doctrine  and  practice  on  thi^  subject;  and  here 
I  beg  leave  .to  remark  that  it  is  scarcely  possible 
for  the  imagination  to  conceive  anything  more 
inconsistent  and  contradictory  than  the  British 
doctrine  and  practice.  She  sets  up  a  principle  of 
public  law— be  it  arbitrary  or  be  ij  sound,  no 
matter — she  requires  the  observance  of  it  from  all 
other  nations  as  a  settled  principle  of  public  law. 
So  long  as  it  suits  her  to  respect,  she  respects  it; 


whenever  it  suits  her  te  violate,  she  violates  it| 
her  prtaciple  is,  that  allegiance  is  natural,  per- 
petual, and  inalienable ;  that  it  is  born  with  the 
subject- and  descends  with  him  into  the  grave; 
that  once  a  British  subject,  always  a  British  sab- 
ject.  She  enforces  this  doctrine  when  she  im- 
presses from  American  vessels  naturalized  eiti* 
zens;  she  enforces  it  when  she  threatens  witll 
death,  as  the  Prince  Regent  has  recently  done  in 
his  proclamation,  the  British  seaman  of  any  de- 
scription Who  may  be  found  fighting  under  the 
American  flag.  She  violates  the  doctrine,  she 
tramples  it  under  foot,  when  she  declares  bj 
statute,  that  the  American  seaman  entering  vol- 
untarily into  her  service,  and  continuing  two  yearsy 
is  ipso  facto  naturalized.  She  violates  the  doc- 
trine, she  tramples  it  under  foot,  when  she  de- 
clares by  statute,  that  the  Ameriean  seaman,  con- 
tracting marriage  with  a  British  subject,  is  ip§e 
facto  naturalized.  Thus^  white  in  practice  she 
contemns  her  own  doctrine,  she  holds  out  every 
lure  and  temptation  to  the  American  seaman  to 
desert  the  service  of  his  country.  It  is  not  of 
much  importance  to  us,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  doc- 
trine the  British  Government  may  set  up ;  all  we 
ask  is,  rbat  whatever  the  doctrine  be,  she  wilt 
herself  respect  it.  While  her  Government  is  ia 
the  habitual  practice  of  naturalizing  Adaerican 
seamen,  she  insists  that  our  Government  shall  not 
naturalize  her  subjects.  Assuredly,  Mr.  Speaker, 
it  cannot  be  unlawful  for  us  to  do  in  relation  to 
her  what  she  does  in  relation  to  us.  If  she  vio- 
lates the  public  law  in  relation  to  U9,  that  very 
public  law  authorizes  Us  to  violate  it  in  relatioa 
to  her.  This  is  the  law  of  retaliation.  If  she 
can  naturalize  our  seamen  serving  two  years  on 
board  her  vessels,  or  contracting  marriage  with 
her  subjects,  we  may  naturalize  her  seamen  en- 
tering voluntarily  into  our  service;  the  period  of 
two  years,  prescribed  by  the  British  statutes, 
makes  no  dioerence;  it  affects  not  the  principle; 
it  is  entirely  arbitrary;  she  might  as  well  have 
prescribed  two  months,  or  t#o  days,  or  two  hour8« 
Too  will  observe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  in  executing  this  regulation,  has 
no  regard  to  the  character  of  the  American  sea- 
man. It  is  unimportant  to  her  whether  the  sea- 
man be  a  deserter  or  not  from  the  American  ser- 
vice; it  is  immateHat  whether  he  deserted  before 
or  ai\er  the  war.  Indeed  no  questions  are  asked; 
it  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose  that  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen  willing  to  enter  intaher  service, con- 
tracting marriage  with  a  British  subject,  or  serv- 
ing two  years  on  board  her  public  ships.  We 
demand  nothing  but  reciprocity ;  there  is  no  jus- 
tice or  equity  where  there  is  no  reciprocity;  and 
between  nations  there  most  be  reciprocity,  because 
there  is  perfect  equality.  Hence,  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  justice,  the  lawfulness,  the  propriety  of  the 
regulation  which  I  propose  to  you.  Let  us  for  a 
moment  consider  its  expediency.  Engaged  iti  a 
war  with  a  formidable  Power,  we  find  ourselves 
in  one  important  respect  occupying  a  vantage 
ground.  Shall  we  avail  ourselves  of  it  to  the 
injury  of  the  enemy,  or  shall  we  voluntarily 
abandon  it?  The  advantage  results  from  the  na- 
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ture  af  things.  The  temptation  to  British  seamen 
to  enter  the  American  service  is  stronger  than 
the  temptation  to  American  seamen  to  enter  the 
British  service;  and  the  fact  is  that  moret British 
seamen  enter  the  American  service  than  Ameri- 
can seamen  the  British  service.  Shall  we,  I  re- 
peat, avail  ourselves  of  this  advantage  during  the 
war  or  no  t  ?  Not«  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  want  her 
seamen  ;  not  that  they  are  essentiallv  useful,  much 
less  necessary  to  our  service;  but  tnat  by  taking 
them  from  the  enemy  we  wound,  and  wound  her 
where  she  is  most  vulnerable;  the  loss  to  her  is 
much  more  important  than  the  gain  to  us.  She 
seta  the  example  too ;  and  when  we  offer  as  a  con* 
dition  of  peace  to  prevent  her  seamen  from  enter- 
ing into  our  service,  we  are  instructed  by  her 
conduct  that  she  chooses  rather  to  enforce  her 
practice  of  impressment  by  arms,  than  to  rely  on 
anv  pledge  which  wa  can  give  tor  the  exclusion 
of  ner  seamen  from  our  employ. 

I  entreat  gentlemen,  therefore,  to  take  my  pro- 
iect  of  coercion  instead  of  their  project  of  propi- 
tiation. 1  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  ene- 
my is  not  to  be  conciliated. 

First.  Because  the  conciliatory  overture  of  1807, 
substantially  the  same  with  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  was  rejected. 

Second.  Because  the  overture  of  Mr.  Russell, 
of  1812,  identically  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man, was  rejected. 

And  third.  Above  all,  that  the  overture  repeat- 
edly pressed  by  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  1810  and  1811, 
the  inevitable  effect  of  which  would  have  been 
to  throw  us  into  the  war  on  the  side  of  England 
against  France,  was  rejected. 

Sir,  it  will  be  asked,  with  wonder  and  aston- 
ishment, how  an  overture  of  this  character,  so 
favorable  to  the  obvious  policy  and  interest  of 
England,  could  have  been  thrown  back  upon  us 
with  disdain :  incredible  as  the  fact  is,  it  is  true. 
The  cause,  I  repeat  it,  is  only  to  be  sought  in  the 
ineffable  contempt  in  which  she  has  held  us; 
looking  at  our  party  divisions,  and  calculating  on 
the  weakness  and  fluctuation  of  our  councils,  she 
indulges  a  confident  belief  that  the  fatal  and  vi- 
bratory policy  which  yielded  the  old  embargo  to 
the  clamors  of  a  petty  faction,  would  forever  dis- 
tinguish our  course,  Yes,  sir,  it  is  to  the  forced 
repeal  of  the  old  embargo  that  we  must  look  for 
the  causes  of  our  protracted  quarrel  with  Eng- 
land. We  had  given  no  incontestible  evidence 
before  of  the  influence  of  faction  upon  our  conn- 
cils;  from  that  moment,  however,  she  ceased  to 
respect  us ;  frpm  that  moment,  she  never  dreamed 
that  it  was  possible  for  us  to  go  to  war.  When 
the  war  came,  she  let  go  the  Orders  In  Council, 
to  be  sure,  but  she  still  continued  to  believe,  and 
yet  continties  to  believe,  that  the  same  spirit  of 
faction  which  forced  the  repeal  of  the  old  em- 
bargo, would  drive  you  out  of  the  war.  She 
has  been  looking  with  hope  and  with  confidence 
to  the  issue  of  the  late  elections.  Now  that  she 
is  disappointed  in  the  result,  there  is  no  saying 
what  she  will  do.  Our  safest  and  wisest  course 
is,  however,  to  combine  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try to  give  force  and  vigo^  to  the  war.  I 


The  objections  to  this  bill,  sir,  are  so  various 
and  contradictory  that  one  is  at  a  loss  in  what 
manner  to  opnsider  them.  By  seme,  it  is  said  the 
force  is  too  great;  by  others,  it  is  too  small;  hy 
some,  the  term  of  enlistment  is  too  short;  by 
others,  the  innocent  Canadians  are  to  be  overrua 
with  it  directly ;  and  others,  again,  are  opposed 
to  it,  because  standing  armies  are  dangerous  to 
Republics,  and  because  they  confer  great  patron- 
age and  power. 

We  are  embarked  in  the  war ;  a  military  force 
is  necessary  to  carry  it  on ;  it  must  be  one  of  two 
descriptions — militia  or  regidara.  When  we  ask 
gentlemen  for  the  militia,  they  say  no  !-7*the  mi- 
litia belong  to  the  States;  they  are  constitutioa* 
ally  under  the  control  of  the  State  authorities  for 
local  defence;  you  shall  not  have  them.  Well, 
sir,  in  this,  for  the  present,  we  have  seemed  to 
acquiesce^  out,  gentlemen,  if  you  will  not  give  us 
the  miliua,  pray  give  us  a  regular  force.  No, 
say  gentlemen,  regular  armies  are  dangerous  to 
Republics;  they  confer  too  nmch  patronage.  Well; 
if  you  will  neither  give  us  regulars  or  militia, 
what  will  you  do  ?  And  here,  sir.  at  last,  we 
have  extorted  their  eyetem.  Will  you  believe  it, 
sir  ?  It  is  to  repeal  the  declaration  of  war,  hj 
down  our  arms,  and  throw  ourselves  upon  the 
generosity  of  the  enemy — he  is  a  noble  and  gen- 
erous foe,  and  will  grant  you  reasonable  terms. 
Thus,  sir,  are  we  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot  with 
our  locks  shorn,  and  delivered  over  to  the  Philis- 
tines. We  answer :  this,  gentlemen,  may  be  a 
very  good  system  for  you,  but  it  is  a  very  bad  ooe 
for  us;  if  you  will  be  united  against  us^  we  will 
endeavor  to  be  united  for  the  country  against  you; 
and  when  we  negotiate,  to  negotiate  with  arras 
in  our  bands. 

Sir,  there  is  one  argument  which,  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  think,  merits  attention.    As  the  power  of 
declaring  war  is  lodged  with  the  Legislature,  so 
the  power  of  condncting  it  is  vested  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive.   He  is.' constitutionally,  the  sole  conduct- 
or of  war ;  he  has  the  planning  of  the  campaiga, 
the  adaptation  of  force,  and  the  uncontrolled  di- 
rection of  it  in  the  field.    The  object  of  the  war 
is  a  speedy  and  honorable  peace,  and  it  is  his  duif 
so  to  direct  the  national  force,  that  the  object  be 
attained  in  the  best  manner,  and  with  the  least 
possible  delay.    Ha  is  responsible  to  you,  tbere- 
ibre,  for  the  wise  and  judicious  application  of  the 
force ;  he  is  responsible  to  you  by  election,  and  by 
impeachment.    Is  not  this  reeponsibility  of  some 
value  to  you  1    Does  it  not  become  you  to  main- 
tain and  cherish  it?    You  can  only  cherish  it  by 
granting,   and  granting   liberally,  the   supplies 
asked  for.    If  you  witbnold  the  supplies,  you  de- 
stroy the  responsibility,  you  assume  it  to  your- 
selves.  If  you  grant  the  supplies  with  a  niggardly 
or  parsimonious  hand,  you  impair  the  respon- 
sibility^ you  diminish  it  essentially.   Liberal  sup- 
plies of  men  and  money  are  necessary  to  success; 
your  armies  and  navies  must  be  well  found,  or 
they  are  inefficient.    How  comes  it  the  Emperor 
of  France  marched  fit^teen  hundred  miles  frooi 
home,  and  vanquished  forty  millions  of  people, 
before  we  reduced  a  petty  province  of  the  enemy, 


617 


mSTOKT  OF  COWGBBSB* 


«18 


Jandabt^  Idld. 


AdMiotud  M&Uaiy  fWrm. 


B.09SL 


with  a  popokitMNi  of  only  three  hundred  thoosaod, 
and  iyiog  at  nir  very  door?  Military  skill  oiH 
of  the  question— it  is  becauw  of  his  ample  com- 
mand of  men  and  oioney.  How  is  it  that  Bog- 
land  makes  such  rast  efforu  on  the  Peninsula  ? 
It  is  because  the  Paritamerit  never  hesitates  to 
grant  the  supplies,  and  to  grant  them  liberaUy. 
But  I  he  term  of  enlistment  is  too  short;  so  it  is, 
i£  we  want  this  force  for  the  general  purposes  of 
the  war  ;  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  war,  five 
years'  meo  are  infinitely  better;  but  we  do  not 
want  more  fire  years'  men  than  are  already  pr«K 
yided  by  law.  The  Executive  asked  this  force 
in  addition,  as  a  peculiar  force,  and  for  a  tempo- 
rary occasion ;  they  sa^,  everythiuj^  considered, 
it  is  beat  adapted  to  their  object.  Will  we  believe 
them  ?  Will  we  give  them  what  they  ask  ?  Or, 
will  we  give  them  what  they  do  not  ask  ? 

Mr.  T.  concluded  his  speech,  by  adverting  to 
the  alJeged  misiortunes  of  the  war,  and  attribut- 
ing ranch  of  the  delay  of  operations  on  land,  to 
the  unwarrautahle  effbrtaof  party,  in  introducing 
insubordination  and  disaffection  in  the  Bastern 
States,  dkc. 


Thubsday,  January  7. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  presented  a  bill  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  District  of  Yiocennes ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Binnion; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  B.  Hall  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resohedt  "That  the  President  of  th^  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  officers  and  men  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  on  board  the  Navy,  from  the. 
1st  October,  1811,  to  the  30th  September,  1812;  on 
^what  ship  or  vessel,  and  by  whom  commanded ;  the 
amount  of  pay  and  rations  furnifihed ;  the  articles  of 
provision  purchased,  and  price ;  medicines,  instruments, 
and  hospital  stores,  furnished  each  vessel ;  the  freight, 
store-rent,  and  contingent  etpenses ;  where,  for  what, 
and  to  whom  paid;  the  expenditures  on  account  of 
navy  yards  and  docks,  where  expended,  and  what  re* 
pairs  made;  the  somber  of  ordnance  and  small  arms, 
ahd  price,  and  of  whom  purchased ;  what  vessels  !«• 
paired,  at  what  place,  and  the  sum  of  money  expended 
en  each ;  the  number  of  workmen  and  laborers  em* 
ployed  in  each  navy  yard,  and  the  price  given  per  day 
er  month ;  the  quantity  of  ship-timber  and  other  naval 
stores  on  hand,  and  at  what  place ;  the  number  and 
description  of  vessels  built  and  repaired  at  the  navy 
yard  at  Waahington. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  on 
the  table. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
irom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  annual  statements  of  importations  of  goods  in 
American  and  foreign  vessels,  from  the  1st  Octo* 
her,  1810,  to  the  3ath  September,  181L--0rdered 
to  lie  on  the  table- 


On  m&tkNi  of  Mr.  Hbvpsteau,  a  eemalttee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  if  anv,  and  if  any  what, 
amendment^  are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act. 
entitled  ^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  government 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri;"  and  Mr.  Hbhp- 
8T£AO,  Mr.  MoKbb,  Mr.  Rbba,  Mr.  Barnbtt,  and 
Mr,  Robertson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  relating  to  this  subject,  when 

Mr.  Troup  concluded  the  observations  he  yes- 
terday commenced  ii^  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMa,  with  a  view  of  proposing  cer- 
tain amendments  to  the  bill,  moved  that  it  be  re- 
committed to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  accordingly. 

Mr.  Williams  then  moved  to  amend  the  oill 
by  strikinii^  out  the  words  *' twenty  regiments," 
and  inserting  "  such  number  of  reg^imeots,  not 
exceeding  twenty,  as  may,  in  the  opmion  of  the 
President,  be  necessary  to  the  public  service." 

Mr.  W.  said,  the  amendment  he  had  proposed 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  required  but  a  very 
few  words  to  explain.  By  (hose  who  recollected 
the  former  course  of  his  arguohents,  it  would  be 
remembered  that  he  had  stated  that  this  force  was 
intended  not  only  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
but  for  Ailing  up  the  deficiency  of  our  present 
regiments.  The  bill  goes  to  repeal  vour  present 
laws  authorizing  the  acceptance  of  volunteersi 
while  the  act  authorizing  the  President  to  raise 
50,000  men  in  one  way  is  to  be  substituted  by  this 
bill,  authorizing  20,000  men  in  another.  As,  how- 
ever, under  those  acts,  certain  corps  had  been 
accepted,  (with  the  amount  of  which  he  was  not 
acquainted,)  it  was  not  the  disposition  of  the  Mil- 
itary Committee,  or  of  those  who  manage  our 
military  aCDiirs,  to  ask  for  a  greater  force  than  was 
necessary ;  and  therefore  he  wished  to  give  the 
Executive  a  discretion  not  to  raise  so  great  a 
force,  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  by  so  many  volun- 
teers as  may  now  be  in  service.  For  instance,  if 
10,000  volunteers  should  appear  to  be  in  service, 
under  the  volunteer  acts,  u  might  be  advisable 
not  to  raise,  of  the  force  proposed  by  this  hill,  moife 
than  10,000  men. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMa's  motion  was  agreed  to,  with* 
out  a  division. 

Mr.  Fitch  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  giving  to  the  President  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  officers  under  the  rank  of  Colo- 
nel.— Motion  lost.  , 

Mr. M.Clay  thep  made  a  motion  to  strike  out 
one  year^  (th^  time  of  enlistment,)  and  insert  thre» 
years, 

.  lit.  LowNOiEs  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  this 
motion.    He  was  in  favor  of  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  for  which  he  did  not  think  thi» 
description  of  force  calculated. 
Mr.  FiNOLBY  and  Mr.  Williams  replied  to  Mr. 

LoWNOfiS. 

The  uiotioBof  Mr.  Clay  was  negatived  by  a 
lar^e  majority — 15  or  20  only  rising  in  favor 

of  It, 


619 


mSTOBT  09  CON0RB88. 


620 


KerR. 


AMUioMtl  Maitanf  Arc*. 


Jawoabt,  1813. 


Mr.  Bf.iBOKCt.— Mr.  Chairman :  I  have  a  r^ty 
few,  ver^r  desultory,  and  I  fear  yery  UDimportaDt 
obiervatioDs  to  make  oo  the  sabjeet  now  before 
the  Committee.  They  will  be  few,  not  because 
the  sobjeet  doee  not  abouod  with  various  fniitfal 
and  intereetinft  topics,  but  beoaose  an  indisposr- 
tion  of  some  days  has  unfitted  me  for  any  con- 
siderable effort  of  memory. 

I  was  opposed  to  the  war  when  it  was  ^er 
elared,  because  I  was  confidently  persuaded  that 
the  evils  of  which  we  complained  were  of  a 
nature  not  to  be  remedied  by  war.  I  thouff  ht,  too^ 
air,  that  by  enterioff  into  war,  we  were  pTunginjr 
ourselves  into  evils  a  million  fold  greater  than 
those  fVom  which  we  sought  to  be  relieved.  I 
was  opposed  to  the  war,  because  I  thought  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  decrees  and  orders  of  the 
belligerents  affecting  our  neutral  rights,  we  might 
enjoy  a  commerce  more  extensive  and  profitable 
than  we  could  have  in  a  time  of  European  peace. 
The  war  in  Europe  was.  fn  fact,  a  blessing  to 
this  country.  I  was  oppiosed  to  the  war,  because 
I  knew  that  the  whole  of  one  of  thefreat  polit- 
ical parties  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern,  the 
most  commercial  section  of  the  country,  which 
was  most  interested  in  the  avowed<ob1ects  of  the 
war,  openly  condemned  it;  and  I  believed  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  other  party  was  secretly  op- 
posed to  it.  This  objection  was  to  my  mind  per- 
feetly  conclusive.  If  there  bad  been  no  other 
reason  against  the  war,  this  was  enough.  What, 
sir,  go  to  war  when  that  part  of  the  country 
which  has  most  of  ita  wealth,  strength,  and  re- 
sources, is  decidedly  opposed  to  it !  go  to  war  for 
commercial  and  maritime  rights,  whep  the  peo- 
ple of  that  part  of  the  country  which  is  princi- 
pally interested  tn  its  commerce  and  navigation^ 
openly  execrate  war ! 

It  seemed  to  me  that  it  became  legislators  who 
%ere  disposed  to  exercise  a  piiternaT  regard  over 
the  interests  of  the  nation,  to  give  up  their  own 
opinions,  their  prejudices  and  partialities,  rather 
than  ^o  to  war  with  a  people  thus  divrded.  And 
permit  me  to  say,  sir,  without  any  disparagement 
to  the  members  of  this  House,  that  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  conntry  of  which  I  have  been  speak- 
ing, are  as  coQipetent  to  understand  the  true  in- 
terest and  honor  of  the  natron,  as  gentlemen  who 
happen  to  be  members  of  Congress. 

1  was  opposed  to  the  war,  becatrse  I  thought  it 
might  expose  our  happy  form  of  Government*— 
our  excellent  political  institutions — to  a  danger- 
ous trial.  I  was  afraid,  sir,  that  the  war  might 
produce  a  pressure  upon  the  <jlovemment  which 
It  would  not  be  able  to  sustain.  -  I  was  opposed  to 
the  war,  and  this  was  the  bitter  draught,  because 
it  brought  us  into  concert  and  co-operation  with 
the  great  destroyer,  the  grand  enemy  of  freedom 
and  numanity  throughout  the  world.  I  was  op- 
posed to  the  war,  because  I  believed  the  state  of 
things  in  'Europe,  out  of  which  our  difficulties 
arose— a  state  or  tnings  which  the  United  States 
had  no  power  to  controls-was  in  its  nature  tran- 
sient Rather  than  plunge  ourselves  iiKo  the 
Tortez  of  European  politics;  rather  than  encoun- 


ter the  evik  and  dangers  of  war.  I  tbooffht  it 
would  be  wise  and  prudent  to  wait  until 'Mi^e 
troubled  waters  should  subside,  and  the  ancient 
landmarks  of  the  world  reappear  above  the 
flood  ;"  with  a  livioff  etatesotan,  I  thboght  I  saw 
in  the  very  cloud  which  blackened  all  oor  hori- 
zon, the  bow  whieh  was  bet  for  a  token,  that  the 
tempest  would  not  be  forever. 

But,  sir,  war  was  declared,  and  the  doctrine 
has  since  been  promulgated,  that  it  is  now  the  duty 
of  every  man  to  support  it ;  that  all  inquiry  must 
be  hoshedj  and  all  examination  of  its  ezpe4iencf 
and  propriety  oeaae.  Bo  far  as  this  doctrine  in- 
enlcates  obedience  to  the  laws^  it  has  my  cordial 
approbation  ;  but  inasmuch  as  it  denies  the  right 
of  the  citizen  to  examine  into  the  causes  of  the 
war,  to  express  and  publish  his  opinions  respect- 
ing its  policy,  it  is  ao  insult  to  the  aiiderstandiog 
of  an  intelligent  people,  and  inconsistent  with 
the  character  and  spirit  of  the-Constitutioo.  War 
is  deolared  by  law.  How  shall  the  law  be  re- 
pealed )  How  ean  we  get  rid  oC  the  war,  if  we 
may  not  say  that  it  is  inexpedieBt,  impolitic,  and 
ruinous?  How  abominable  the  doctrine  is,  that 
the  declaration  of  war  shuts  the  door  against  all 
inquiry,  is  manifest  from  the  consideration,  that 
it  would  enable  a  wicked  Adm>inistration  to  per- 
petuate its  power  by  declaring  war.  A^in,  sitj 
I  would  ask  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine  I  am 
reprobating,  when  will  it  be  proper  to  show  the 
fohy  and  ruinous  consequences  of  the  war  1  Sup- 
pose the  war  to  have  continued  five  or  ten  years, 
and  the  country  to  be  impoverished,  its  com- 
merce annihilated,  its  resources  exhausted,  its 
best  blood  expended  in  wild  and  fruitless  pro* 
jects  of  conquest,  the  people  oppressed  by  debts 
find  taxes,  will  it  then  be  deemed  improper  to  ex- 
pose the  absurdity  fand  mischief  of  continuing 
.the  war?  Surely,  sir,  it  wilt  be  patriotic  and 
laudable  to  alarm  the  people,  to  entreat  them  to 
put  an  end  to  that  which  is  the-^ci^se  of  their 
calamities.  And  if  such  conduct  will  then  be 
proper,  it  must  be  laudable  and  patriotic  nxm  to 
show  them  their  evils  and  dangers,  and  to  point 
them  to  the  means  of  escape. 

But,  sir,  what  has  been  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try since  the  declaration  of  war  7  I  speak  sgaia 
in  reference  to  public  opiaion.  The  people  of 
the  North  and  East  have  poured  out  their  feel* 
ings  and  opinions,  their  complaints  and  groans, 
in  addresses,  petitions,  resolutions,  and  remon* 
straaces  against  tlie  war.  Look,  sir,  at  the  Pres- 
idential election,  and  you  see  all  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States,  with  the  exception  of  Ver^ 
mont,  arrayed  against  the  Administration.  You 
see  the  people  disregarding  the  old  line  of  party 
division  and  distinction;  Yes,  sir,  io  spite  of 
snch  division  and  distinction,  "  burying  their 
mutual  animosities,"  their  aneient  prejudices,  '^  in 
their  common  detestation^'  of  the  policy  of  the 
Gk>verament,  rising  up  ia  their  might  aad  strength 
to  maatfest  their  hostility  to  the  coarse  of  meas- 
ures- it  has  -porsoed.  Tms,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a 
state  of  things  which  ought  to  arrest  theatten'* 
tioDj  and  engage  the  reflection  of  the  Natiooal 
Legislature,  for  without  that  aectiaii  of  aoaatrf 
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oor  streAgth  i&  weakoess.  I  know  how  ungra* 
cious  and  iovidious  topics  of  this  kind  are  to 
aome  geotleioen.  But,  sir,  we  cannot  help  it  that 
the  country  is  made  up  of  sections.  We  are 
legislating  for  such  a  country,  and  it  is  our  busi- 
ness and  duty  to  regard  the  circumstances,  the 
interests,  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  different 
parts  of  the  Union.  We  declared  war  for  com- 
merce ;  the  people  most  interested  in  commerce 
were  opposed  to  it.  We  continue  the  war  for 
sailors'  rights,  and  three-fourths  of  our  native 
American  seamen  belong  to  New  York  and  the 
Eastern  States,  the  people  oi  which  are  sighing 
for  peace.  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  too,  sir, 
that  the  war  itself  must  have  the  effect  of  driving 
a  vast  portion  of  our  sailors  out  of  the  country 
into  foreign  service. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  whatever  may  have  beeii 
the  reasons  for  declaring  war,  the  question  is  not 
now  what  it  was  when  war  was  declared.    Our 
relations  with  the  belligerents  have  materially 
and   essentially  changed.    So  much  have  they 
changed,  that  I  declare,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  had  they  been  on  the  17th  of  June 
last  what  they  now  are,  we  should  not  have  gone 
to  war.    I  hope  no  gentleman  of  this  Committee 
will  deny  this.    But  if  any  gentleman  should 
deny  it,  the  nation  will  not  believe  him.    Sir, 
we  have  received  new,  impottant,  and.  interest- 
ing evidence  of  (he  true  state  of  our  foreign  re* 
lations  since  the  declaration  of  war.  Facts  which 
were  then*  unknown,  and  which  have  shed  a  flood 
of  light  upon  the  sitiiation  and  policy  of  the 
United  States,  hare  since  been  published  to  the 
world.    Tlie  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  it- 
self, by  renaoving  the  principal  cause  of  the  war, 
has  produced  a  most  material  change ;  for  had 
they  been  repealed  before  the  war  was  declared, 
there  would  bave  been  no  war  ;  and  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  they  were  repealed  before  the 
war  was  known  in  England.    But  this  is  not  all 
to  which  I  refer.    I  mean  to  speak  of  the  evi- 
dence we  have  received  respecting  our  relations 
with  France;  and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  be 
startled  or  offended  by  what  I  am  about  to  say. 
I  declare  copfideotly  and  boldly  that  Napoleon 
has  inoeigieaus  into  the  vxur.    He  has  cajoled  and 
deceived  us.  But  for  his  arts,  intrigues,  and  dupli- 
city, the  United  States  would  not  now  have  been 
at  war  with  Great  Britain.    Yes,  sir,  he  has  led 
us  on  step  by  step,  until  he  brought  us  to  the  edge 
of  the  precipice,  and  plunged  us  into  the  abyss. 
We  have  been  humbled  and  mortified.    He  has 
triumphed  over  our  character,  our  honor,  our 
rights,  our  independence.    I  do  not  say  these 
things  hastily,  carelessly,  or  lightly.    And  I  will 
add  that  after  the  discovery  of  the  deceit  and 
duplicity  which  the  Emperor  of  France  has  prac* 
tiaed  upon  us,  it  became  the  duty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  go  back  to  the  ground  it  occupied 
before  the  President's  proclamation  of  Novem- 
ber, 1810,  or  to  declare  immediate  war  against 
France.    A  proper  regard  to  the  honor,  the  char- 
acter, and  independence  of  the  country,  demand- 
ed this  of  its  Grovernment. 
Sir,  theproof  of  what  I  have  saidjisplainj  and 


it  is  time  that  it  be  stated  here,  and  spread  before 
the  natioo.  I  beg  the  attention  of  toe  Commit- 
tee to  the  facts  on  which  it  rests.  I  need  not  go 
hack  farther 4han  to  the  law  of  May,  1810,  which 
provided  that  the  non-intercourse  act  shoald  cease, 
as  to  that  belligerent  which  should  Jurat  repeci 
its  decrees,  violating  our  neutral  rights,  and  that  it 
should  operate  on  tne  other,  which  should  fail  so 
to  do,  within  three  months  after  the.  President's 
proclamation  of  the  fact  of  such  repeal.  This  law^ 
and  the  conduct  of  the  President  under  it«are  the 
immediate  cause  of  the  war,  and  the  present  un- 
happy state  of  the  country.  On  the  5th  of  Au- 
gust, 1810,  the  Duke  de  Cadore  wrote  his  famous 
letter  to  General  Armstrong}  the  American  Min> 
ister  in  Paris,  stating  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  would,  upon  certain  conditions,  cease  on 
the  first  of  November  thenjaext.  On  the  author* 
ity  of  this  letter,  the  President  of  the  United 
Suites  issued  his  proclamation,  declaring  the  fact, 
that  the  French  decrees  were  repealed.  But  the 
British  Government,  not  considering  the  letter  of 
the  Duke  de  Cadore  sufficient  evidence  of  their 
repeal,  did  not  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council, 
and,  in  consequence,  our  non-intercourse  act  went 
into  operation  against  Great  Britain,  the  Febru- 
ary following.  Notwithstanding  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  President,  great  doubts  existed  in 
this  country,  whether  the  French  decrees  were 
in  fact  repealed.  To  remove  these  doubts,  to 
couflrm  the  proclamation,  to  prevent  inquiry  and 
investigation  in  the  judiciaLtribuoalsof  thecoua** 
try,  the  act  of  March,  1811,  was  passed.  Yet,  sir, 
it  has  ever  since  been  denied,  that  the  decrees  .o( 
Berlin  and  Milan  weve  repealed.  The  public 
prints  have  teemed,  and  the  tables  of  this  House- 
have  been  loaded  with  the  proofs  of  their  exist- 
ence and  exectition.  You  remember, sir, an  imprest 
sive  argument,  in  many  respects  original,  an  un- 
answered and  unanswerable  argument  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ranoolpb) 
on  this>  subject  in  this  House,  towards  the  close 
of  the  last  session.  But,  sir,  notwithstanding  all 
this,-this  Government  persisted  in  declaring,  that 
the  French  decrees  were  repealed.  I  do  not  mean 
to  discuss  that  stale  matter.  The  statement  I 
make  is  necessary  to  my  present  purpose.  The 
question  of  their  repeal,  was  the  subject  of  a  verjr 
voluminous  and  long-continued  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Foster,  the^British  Minister,  and  our 
Secretary  of  State.  The  discussion,  1  believe, 
was  protracted  to  the  last  moment  of  peaee.  War 
was  declared  on  the  18th  of  June.  Some  weeks 
afterwards,  appeared  in  this  country  a  decree  of 
Napoleon,  issued  'in  May  last,  and  bearing  date 
the  2dih  of  April,  1811.  This  is  an  extraordi- 
nary paper  J  and  deserves  some  attention.    I  will 

read  it : 

<«  Apan.  88,  1813. 

**  Napoleon^  Emperor  of  the  Freneh^  4«* 
**  On  the  report  of  our  Minister  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions: 

"  Seeing,  by  alaw  passed  8d March,  1811, the  Con- 
gress has  ordered  the  execution  of  the  provinons  of 
the  act  of  non-intereonrse,  which  prohibits  the  veaMls 
and  BMicl^ndiae  of  Ghreat  BiitaiUy  her  colonies  and 
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dtopendendes,  from  entering  the  porti  of  the  United 
States. 

^<  Considering  that  the  said  law  is  an  act  of  resist* 
ance  to  the  arbitrary  pretensions  consecrated  by  the 
'^  British  Orders  in  Council,  and  a  formal  refusal  to  ad- 
here to  a  system  invading  the  independence  of  neatral 
Powers  and  of  their  flag ;  we  hare  ordered,  and  do 
decree,  as  follows :    ^ 

'*  The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  jiefinitively, 
and  to  date,  from  1st  November  last,  considered  as  not 
existing  in  regard  to  American  vessels/' 

Now,  sir,  did  this  decree  exist  at  the  time  of 
its  date  ?  No,  sir.  the  date  is  false.  If  the  de- 
cree existed  in  April,  1811,  why  was  it  not  com- 
manicated  to  this  nation,  the  only  one  interested 
in  the  sabject?  Why  was  it  not  communicated 
to  Mr.  Russell,  who  so  strongly  urged  upon  the 
French  Qovernment  the  necessity  of  furnishing 
some  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the  decrees.  For 
the  purpose  of  communicating  some  satisfactory 
information  on  that  subject  to  this  country,  he 
detained  the  John  Adams  in  France,  in  JuLy^ 
1811.  You  will  remember  Napoleon's  decree  is 
dated  in  ApriL  Permit  me  here  to  read  a  pas- 
sage of  Mr.  Russell's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
thel5thof  July,  1811. 

"  On  the  14th  of  June,  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  the  John 
Adams,  reached  Paris,  and  informed  me  that  this  ves- 
sel had  arrived  at  Cherbourg.  Unwilling  to  close 
my  despatches  by  her,  without  being  able  to  com- 
municate something  of  a  more  definite  and  satisfiictory 
character,  than  anything  which  had  hitherto  transpired, 
I  immediately  called  at  the  Office  of  Foreign  Relations, 
hut,  the  Minister  being  at  St.  Cloudy  I  was  obliged  to 
postpone  the  interview  which  I  sought  until  the  Tues- 
day following.  At  this  interview,  I  stated  to  him  the 
arrival  of  the  fiigate,  and  my  solicitude  to  transmit  by 
her  to  the  United  States,  some  act  of  this  Government, 
justifying  the  expectation  with  which  the  important 
law  which  she  had  brought  hither  had,  undoubtedly, 
been  passed." 

After  Mr.  Russell  bad  left  Paris,  he  wrote  from 
England  to  Mr.  Barlow,  who  succeeded  him, 
^  lor  additional  proofs  of  the  i;emoyal  of  the  de- 
crees." Mr.  Barlow  seems  to  be.  very  anxious 
'*  to  get  the  treaty  through,  carrying  an  unequiv- 
ocal stipulation,  that  shall  lay  that  question  to 
rest." 

But  it  was  all  iu  vain ;  no  authentic  evidence 
of  the  repeal  was  furnished.  This  decree  did  not 
exist;  and  why  was  it  not  issued?  Why  was 
the  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  the  decrees  with- 
held? The  answer  is  obvious.  The  United 
States  were  iiot  yet  commuted  to  go  to  war  with 
Great  Britain.  Napoleon  knew  very  well  that 
when  proper  evidence  of  the  repeal  of  bis  decrees 
was  furnished,  the  English  Orders  in  Council 
would  be  repealed,  and  the  United  States  would 
Dot  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain.  For.  sir,  he 
knew  very  well,  and  we  know  very  well,  that 
for  the  subject  of  impressments  alone,  this  coun- 
try would  not  go  to  war.  It  cannot  be  denied^ 
that  for  this  cause,  we  should  not  have  declared 
war.  This  Government  has  never  been  disposed 
to  go  to  war  on  that  ground  alone.  The  present 
President  of  the  United  States  made  aa  arrange- 


ment with  Mr.  Erskine,  which  gladdened  the 
heart  of  every  man  in  the  nation,  without  any 
provision  on  that  subject,  without  any  mention 
of  it ;  and  there  was  not  a  murmur  in  the  coun- 
try, on  account  of  its  omission.  Mr.  Piokney, 
too,  as  staled  hy  the  gentleman  from  Geor|ria, 
(Mr.  Troup.)  yesterday,  again  and  again,  offered 
to  accommodate  with  England,  on  the  rescind- 
ing of  the  Orders  in  Council,  without  any  refer- 
ence to  impressments. 

Sir,  this  decree  itself  is  an  insult  to  this  €k>v- 
ernment.  It  is  issued  expressly,  because  we  bad 
taken  our  stand  against  England ;  it  is  declared 
to  be  issued  in  consequence  of  our  act  of  March, 
1811,  when,  in  fact,  the  President's  nroclaroatton 
and  the  act  of  March  were  founded  on  the  re- 
peal of  the  decrees.  To"  show  the  correctness  of 
my  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  subject ;  to  show 
that  Napoleon  has  triumphed  over  our  honor  and 
character,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  Mr.  Russell's  letter  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, dated  the  9th  of  June,  1811.  His  language 
does  credit  to  his  understanding  and  feelings: 

**  To  have  waited  for  the  receipt  of  the  proclama- 
tion, in  order  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  Hberation  of 
the  New  Orleans  Packet,  appeared  to  me  a  preposter- 
ous and  unworthy  course  of  proceeding,  and  to  be 
nothing  better  than  absurdly  and  basely  employing 
the  dedaration  of  the  President,  that  the  Beriin  and 
Milan  decrees  had  been  revoked,  as  the  means  of  ob- 
taining their  revoeation.  I  believed  it  became  me  to 
take  higher  ground,  and  without  confining  myself  to 
the  mode  best  calculated  to  recover  the  property,  to 
pursue  that  which  the  dignity  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment required. 

"  A  crisis,  in  my  opinion,  presented  itsell^  which  was 
to  decide  whether  the  French  edicts  were  retracted  as 
a  preliminary  to  the  execution  of  our  law;  or  whether, 
by  the  non-performance  of  one  party,  and  the  prompt 
pierformance  of  the  other,  the  order  in  which  these 
measures  ought  to  stand  was  to  be  reversed,  and  the 
American  Government  shuffled  into  the  lead,  where 
national  honor  and  the  law  required  it  to  follow." 

It  would  have  been  5afe  to  hare  employed  the 
President's  proclamatiop,  that  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees  bad  been  revoked  as  the  means  of  ob- 
taining their  revocation.  But  what,  sir,  is  the 
price  we  have  at  length  paid  for  their  repeal  ? 
The  Preside ht's  proclamatioo  was  not  enough  ; 
the  act  of  March  added  to  it  was  not  enough ; 
we  could  not  procure  the  revocation  till  we  went 
to  war.  For,  sir,  the  Emperor  would  not  issue 
this  decree  till  he  knew  that  we  were  pledged  and 
commuted  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain.  How 
he  knew  this,  sir,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say.  We  all 
know,  however,  that  he  had  all  the  acts  of  this 
Government  to  satisfy  him  of  the  course  we  were 
pursuin^-^the  step  we  were  about  to  take.  He 
iiad  the  President's  Message,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  the  war  speeches 
of  the  members  of  this  House,  the  laws  for  raising 
armies,  aud  the  embargo.  In  the  month  of  May, 
then,  when  the  policy  of  this  country  in  relation 
to  Great  Britain  waa  settled,  he  issues  his  decree, 
just  in  such  time,  too,  sir,  that  it  could  not  reach 
this  country  till  we  had  plun^  into  the  war. 
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And  well,  in  soeh  a  itate,  ini|ht  he  repeal  bis 
decrees,  which,  by  the  war  itself,  would  be  super- 
seded— woald  become  a  nullity. 

Thus,  sir,  believing  the  French  decrees  to  be 
repealed,  we  departed  from  oar  neutral  stand  by 
enforcing  the  non-intercourse  law  against  Great 
Britain.  We  hare  in  vain  waited  for  such  evi- 
denoe  of  f  heir  repeal  as  would  have  induced  Great 
Bfitaia  to  rescind  her  Ordent  in  Council — the 
great  cause  of  the  war.  Their  revocation  de- 
pended upon  tbe  repeal  of  the  French  decrees; 
and  bad  they  been  revoked,  there  would  have 
been  no  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain.  The  decree,  decJartng  the  edicts 
of  France  to  be  revoked,  is  at  length  issued,  when 
tbe  Emperor  knows  it  is  too  late  to  prevent  the 
war.  The  decree  is  communicaied  i6  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  tbe  Orders  in  Councilare  re- 
voked on  the  ground  of  the  repeal  of  the  French 
decrees,  but  the  United  States  have  declared  war. 
How,  sir,  can  I  make  this  matter  plainer?  Our 
whole  course  affainst  Great  Britain  has  proceeded 
from  the  belief  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees;  but  that  evidence  of  their  repeal, 
which  woiild  have  stopped  our  course,  by  means 
of  which  the  Orders  in  Council  would  have  been 
revoked,  and  tbe  war  would  have  been  avoided, 
is  withheld  till  the  Emperor  knows  that  war  is 
inevitable.  Thus,  sir,  have  we  been  duped,  de- 
ceived, and  inveigled. 

I  repeat  it,  sir,  bad  we,  on  the  17th  June,  un- 
derstood oar  foreign  relations  as  We  now  under* 
stand  them,  we  should  not  have  declared  war. 
And  would  it  not  have  been  just  and  magnani- 
mous in  this  Government,  when  all  doubt  was 
removed  on  tbe  subject  of  the  i^renchf  decrees,  to 
have  acknowledged  its  error  ?  Did  not  the  honor, 
the  character,  tbe  independence  of  the  country 
require  of  us  to  go  back  to  our  original  neutral 
ground?  I  rose  princifMiUy  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  this  view  of  the  arts  and  deceit  of  the 
French  Emperor  to  the  Cohimittee.  I  regret  that 
I  have  not  done  it  mere  fully  and  clearly  ;  and  I 
hope  that  some  ^ntleman  more  competent  to  a 
proper  examination  of  the  subject  will  yet  take  it 
up  before  we  get  through  this  discussion. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  shall  we  continue  the 
war  against  Great  Britain  ?  The  subject  of  im- 
pressments is  now  the  only  remaining  cause  of 
war ;  and  is  war  a  remedy  for  the  evil  of  which 
we  complain  ?  So  far  from  it,  sir,  I  believe  the 
war  itself  will  be  the  means  of  putting  the  object 
of  it  farther  out  of  our  reach. 

What,sir,  is  the  subject  of  impressment?  What 
it  the  nature  and  history  of  that  which  fs  now 
the  only  matter  of  dispute  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  ?  When  the  war  broke 
out  between  France  and  England  in  1793,  the 
profits  of  our  neutrality  and  extensive  commerce 
enabled  us  to  pay  mucn  higher  wages  to  seamen 
than  Great  Britain  could  afford  to  give.  The 
United  States  bad  not  many  y^ars  before  been 
severed  from  the  British  empire.  We  were  a 
people  speaking  the  same  language,  having  the 
tame  habits  and  appearance,  and  engaged  in  the 
tame  pursuits.    The  high  wages  we  paid,  and  the 


advantages  and  safety  of  employment  on  board  of 
neutral  vessels,  of  course  tempted  thousands  of 
British  seamen  to  flock  into  our  service.  Great 
Britain  complained  of  this  as  a  v^ry  serious  evil. 
We  have  done  nothing  to  prevent  it.  Let  us 
consider  this  matter  candidly  and  fairly.  Great 
Britain  says  that  she  is  fighting  for  her  existence; 
that  her  seamen  are  essential  to  her  defence.  We 
feduce  them  into  our  employment  by  higher 
wages  and  more  desirable  service.  We  are  neu- 
tral, she  is.  at  war.  We  employ  her  seamen  for 
our  profit  she  wants  them  for  her  defence.  By 
the  temptations  our  service  holds  out  she  loses 
many  thousand  of  those  subjects,  whose  service 
she  considers  essential  to  her  national  existence. 
We  acknowledge  that  she  sustains  great  injury, 
but  do  nothing  to  prevent  it.  So  far  we  give  oc- 
casion to  the  complaint;  as  we  do  not  prohibit 
the  employment  of  her  seamen,  the  injury  begins 
with  us.  How  is  she  to  redress  herself?  What 
means  has  she  but  impressment?  When  I  entice 
away  your  servant  or  apprentice  by  an  offer  of 
bigher  wages,  or  other  advantages,  the  common 
law  gives  you  an  action  for  damages  against  me. 
This  is  dictated  by  natural  justice.  The  case  is 
in  some  respects  like  the  one  which  is  now  the 
cause  of  dispute  between  us  and  Great  Britain. 
Is  it  not  reasonable  and  just  that  we  do  all  that 
can  be  done  to  prevent  the  injury  of  which  she 
complains? 

She  founds  her  claim  to  the  services  of  her 
seamen  on  the  doctrine  maintained  by  tbe  na- 
tions of  Europe,  ^*  thai  their  subjects  have  no 
*  right  to  expatriate  themselves,  and  that  the  n*- 
'  tion  has,  in  time  of  war,  a  right  to  the  services 
'  of  all  its  citicens.'* 

That  a  man  has  no  right  to  expatriate  himself, 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  common  law  of  England,  the 
country  from  which  we  derive  our  notions  of  law. 
It  roust  be  the  law  of  most  of  the  United  States ; 
certainly  of  all  those  that  have  by  their  Consti<« 
tutrons  expressly  recognised  and  adopted  the 
common  law  of  &i»gland,  which  many  of  them 
have  done.  •!  believe,  sir,  1  may  say,  that  it  is 
the  law  of  the  United  States;  one  of  the  ablest 
and  mo^t  distinguished  judges  we  have  ever  had 
m  our  courts,*  solemnly  decided,  that  sucb  was 
the  law  of  the  United  States  and  the  Supreme 
Court  has,  I  think,  on  questions  relating  to  the 
descent  of  lands,  decided,  what  appears  to  me, 
involves  the  same  doctrine.  Now,  sir,  if  this  be 
so,  if  the  doctrine  on  which  England  founds  her 
claim,  be  also  the  law  of  this  country,  are  we  to 
contend  for  the  right  of  expatriation?  If  the 
law  be  as  I  have  seated,  it  would  seem  to  follow, 
that  alt  other  allegiance  must  be  subordinate  to 
that  which  a  man  owes  to  his  natural  sovereign-^ 
to  the  country  that  gave  him  birth:  And  what 
then  is  tbe  effect  of  our  naturalization  law? 
When  a  foreigner  comes  here  and  asks  the  bene- 
fit of  it,  we  do  not  inquire  into  tbe  obligations  he 
may  be  under  to  another  country.  If  he  chooses 
to  embarrass  ^himself  with  contradictory  and 
inconsistent  obligations,  that  is  his  own  concern. 
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We  protect  bim  hert,  ve  treat  bjin  as  a  citizen^ 
bat  1  do  not  know  that  we  can  abtdgate  his 
prior  obiif^atioav.  Some  of  oar  most  distin- 
gaisbed  citizeos,  some  years  ago,  became  citi* 
zens  of  France,  but  were  tbey  thereby  discharged^ 
from  their  duty  of  allegiance  to  this  tbeir  native 
country  ?  Whether  the  doctrine  of  non-expa- 
triation is  right  in  the  abstract  or  not,  I  know 
Bot,  I  care  not.  Practical  men  have  nothing  to 
do  with  abstract  questions.  They  must  take 
tilings  as  they  are,  and  attain  all  the  good  within 
their  power.  But  is  this  doctrine  so  unreasonable 
as  it  IS  sometimes  supposed  to  be  ?  It  does  not 
prohibit  emigration.  If  a  man  thinks  that  he  can 
obtain  a  better  subsistence,  that  he  can  improve 
his  condition  by  removing  from  his  native  coun« 
try,  he  may  leave  it  and  seek  for  *'  fairer  fields  and 
a  more  congenial  clime,"  but  he  retains  the  privi- 
leges and  remains  subject  to  the  duties  of  his  nat- 
ural  allegiance.  On  this  subject  of  impressment, 
sir,  1  have  always  had  all  the  sensibility  which 
its  nature  deserves.  The  sensibility  prevailing 
in  the  country  from  the  impressment  of  Ameri- 
oaa  seamen  19  natural  and  proper.  I  do  not  wish 
to  diminish  it.  And,  sir,  I  applaud  our  Govern- 
ment for  insisting,  that  in  any  arrangement  made 
respecting  this  subject,  the  practice  of  searching 
our  vessels  for  seamen  shall  be  relinquished  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Not,  sir,  from  any 
consideration  of  abstract  right,  nor  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  British  seamen,  but  because  it 
affords  the  best  securitjr  for  our  native  seamen, 
against  the  hbuse  and*  indignity  to  which  they 
must  be  exposed  as  long  as  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment continues.  Yet,  sir,  I  would  not  ex- 
pose the  country  to  the  calamities  of  war  on  this 
accoont.  I  would  not  go  to  Canada,  because  I 
do  not  believe  that  you  will  secure  the  immunity 
of  your  flag  as  to  seamen  by  sCich  means,  l 
would  protest  against  the  pretensions  and  prao-» 
tice  of  Great  Britain,  with  respect  to  impress- 
ments on  board  of  our  ships  on  toe  high  seas,  and 
wait  till  we  are  able  to  enforce  our  rights. 

But  after  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  is  the  ex- 
tent of  the  evils,  and  how  stands  the  account  be- 
tween us  and  Great  Britain  ?  In  the  whole  per 
riod  of  the  European  war,  according  to  the 
statement  furnished  by.  the  Secretary  of  State, 
six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  seamen 
have  been  impressed  from  American  vessels. 
This  includes  persons  of  all  nations,  Danes, 
Swedes,  Germans,  Dutch,  d^.  All  but  one  thou* 
aand  five  hundred  have  been  discharged.  Proba- 
bly at  no  one  time  have  more  than  one  thousand 
five  hundred,  or,  at  the  utmost,  iw4>  thousand  men, 
including  British  subjects,  impressed  from  Ameri- 
can vessels,  been  employed  in  the  British  service. 
And  itwillberemembered,thatnot  long  before  war 
was  declared^  the  British  Minister  o&red  to  res- 
tore all  American  seamen  that  had  been  impressed. 

We  are  supposed  to  have  in  our  service  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  seamen — of  theae, 
from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand,  at  least,  are  supposed 
t0  be  British  subjects.  So^  sir,  it  appears  that 
the  complaints  of  Great  Britain  on  this  subject 
are  not  unfounded,  nor  unreasonable. 


It  is  somewhat  strange,  sir,  that  though  three- 
fourths  of  the  native  American  sailors  belong  to 
New  York  and  the  Bsbtern  States,  yet  these 
States  are  forced  into  the  war  by  the  people  of 
the  Western'  States,  who  have  no  sailors,  who 
have  never  seen  a  sailor. 

But,  sir.  will  the  evil  of  which  wq  complain  be 
reioedled  by  the  toeans  proposed  7  Sailors'  rights 
are  the  object — the  conquest  of  Canada  the  means. 
Will  Great  Britain  yield  to  you  when  you  have 
conquered  Canada?  What  is  Canada  to  herl 
It  contributes  nothing  to  her  strength,  nor  will 
the  conquest  diminish  her  means  of  anooyiog  us. 
It  will  rouse  all  her  pride,  and  make  her  more  in- 
flexible than  ever  with  respect  to  what  she  con- 
siders her  maritime  rights.  I  a»k,  sir,  wherefore 
is  the  conquest  and  possession  of  the  country  de- 
sirable to  us?  If  Great*  Britain  were  now  wil- 
ling to  surrender  it  to  us,  I  would  give  my  vote 
against  accepting  it.  It  would  be  a  curse  to 
us.  Our  territory  is  already  too  extensive.  The 
Union  is  already  composed  of  too  jarring  materi- 
als. Why  increase  them  ?  The  Grovernment  is 
already  pressed  by  a  weight  it  can  hardly  bear; 
why  add  to  it  1  Will  Canada  compensate  us  for 
New  York  and  New  Orleans?  For  our  ravaged 
coast ;  for  the  millions  upon  millions  which  will 
be  .annually  Ipst  by  the  annihilation  of  our  com* 
merce  in  conseauence  of  the  war?  Sir,  the 
amount  we  lose  by  having  our  ports  shut  up  for 
six  months,  is  worth  more  to  us  than  all  Canada. 
You  cannot  conquer  it  without  a  vast  expense  of 
blood  and  treasure,  without  bringing  upon  the 
people  an  enormous  load  of  debt  and  taxes.  If 
the  conquest  can  be  kceomplished,  it  will  require 
vastly  more  time,  force,  and  expense  than  gentle- 
men imagine. 

Bat,  sir,  shall  we  succeed  in  the  attempt  ?  Will 
the  project  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afibirs 
I  fiord  us  the  means  of  success?  And  here,  I  dif- 
fer with  some  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  do  not  believe  so  much  in  our  ability 
to  conquer  Canada  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  do. 
The  physical  force  of  the  nation,  and  the  means  of 
exerting  that  force,  are  very  different  things.  We 
were  told  in  this  House  in  the  month  of  May  last, 
that  in  six  weeks  after  the  declaration  of  war,  we 
should  be  in  possession  of  tha' whole  of  the  upperi 
and  a  great  oart  of  the  lower  province  of  Canada. 
I  did  not  believe  a  word  of  it.  I  thought  that  it 
would  have  been  more  reasonable  to  have  spokea 
of  six  years  for  the  conquest.  I  did  not  believe 
that  we  should,  in  the  then  next  campaign,  get 
possession  of  an  inch  of  the  country,  it  is  now 
proposed  to  send  a  force  of  twenty  .thousand  men 
into  Canada,  and  this  force  is  to  make  the  con- 
quest the  next  caa»paign.  I  do  not  think.it  com- 
petent to  the  object.  Sir,  you  will  again  be  de- 
feated. The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
miuee  on  Military  Affairs  (Mr.  Williams)  sup- 
poses, that  there  are  twelve  thousand  regular 
troops  in  Canada  besides  militia,  making  a  force 
together  of  eighteen  thousand  men.  We  are  to 
invade  the  country  with  twenty  thousand  raw, 
undisciplined  troops.  We  have  the  disadvantage 
of  being  invaders,  the  enemy  receives  us  in  his 
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owo  country — great  adraDta^fs,  of  course,  are  oo 
hii  side;    From  the  disafiectioo  of  the  iohabitaota 
we  ha?e  oothiog  to  hope.    Tt>e  events  of  the  war 
liaTe  Mreogiheaed  tbeir  loyalty.    But,  sir,  will 
you  be  prepared  ib  the  Spring  to»end  ioto  Canada 
the  force   contemplated   by  tbe  Committee  on 
Milkary  Affairs  ?    Of  the  amoant  of  our  present 
force,  as  it  seems  to  be  considered  incorrect  to 
speak  of  it,  I  will  say  nothing.    It  is  probable, 
however,  that  it  will  decrease  as  much  during 
tbe  winter,  b^  deaths  and  otherwise,  as  it  will  in- 
crease by  enlistments.    But,  sir,  can  we  raise  tbe 
force  coDtemplaied?    The  honorable  chairman 
of  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  (Mr.  Wil- 
liams) tells  us  that  the  patriotism  of  the  country 
is  commensurate  with  its  population.    But  let 
me  tell  him,  sir,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  say  any- 
thing offensive,  that  it  does  not  become  men  who 
manaffe  tbe  affairs  of  a  nation  to  talk  in  thi»  man- 
ner of  raising  armies  from  the  patriotism  of  the 
country.    Patriotism  is  not  the  Inducement  to  en- 
listment.    Patriots  do  not  become  soldiers.    Ar- 
mies in  all  countries,  except  under  very  extra- 
ordinary circumstances,  are  composed  of  a  cer- 
tain description  of  population,  of  men  who  have 
no  regular  occupation;  ibe  idle,  the  dissolute, the 
Tagrant  and  profligate.    Of  this  sort  of  popula- 
tion, there  is  a  certain  amount  in  every  country — ' 
in  this,  there  is  less  (ban  in  any  other.    We  have 
heard  much  of  tbe  opposition  to  the  war;  but 
that  has  not  beeti  the  cause  of  our  failures  and 
disasters*    It  is  not  because  the  Qoveroors  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  refu- 
sed to  call  out  their  militia  that  the  war  has  hither- 
to been  unsuccessful ;  nor  is  it  because  tbe  war  is 
nnpopolftr,  or  beeatfse  tbe  people  are  divided  on 
that  subject,  that  tbe  ranks  of  the  army  have  not 
been  filled  up.    Men  who  enlist,  do  not  inquire 
into  the  causes  and  expediency  of  the  war — they 
take  no  cognizance  of  such  matters.    It  is  owing 
to  that  for  which  our  bosoms  ought  to  swell  with 
gratitude  to  Heaven — the  happy  state  of  our 
country,  the  comfortable  condition  of  ihe  people, 
the  facility  of  procuring  subsistence.    It  seems 
to  me,  sir,  that  if  patriotism  alone  would  make 
soldiers,  several  members  of  this  House  ought  to 
have  enlisted ;  for  there  has  been  a  greater  dis- 
play of  patriotism  in  this  House  in  relation  to  the 
war,  than  in  all  the  rest  of  the  nation,  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other.    But,  sir,  it  is 
more  agreeable  and  convenient  to  gentlemen  to 
be  here,  than  to  be  in  the  army  as  common  soU 
diers.    Just  so,  the  people  of  the  country  who  are 
comfortable  at  home,  think  it  more  agreeable  and 
convenient  to  stay  there.    I  know,  sir,  that  some 
honorable  gentlemen  have  shouldered  their  mus- 
kets and  gone  into  the  militia.    This,  sir,  as  an 
evidence  of  their  zeal,  was  laudable,  (I  do  not 
mean  to  speak  disparagingly  of  those  gentlemen,) 
but  in  reference  to  any  efficient  service,  it  was 
worse  than  useless;  for  assemblages  of  militia- 
men will  do  no  essential  service.    They  are  no 
better,  I  think,  to  use  the  language  of  the  Father 
of  his  Country,  than  '*  armed  mobs.''    And  tbe 
war  has  served  to  destroy  the  illusion  which 
haa  ao  long  been  kept  up  in  the  country  by  the 


many  stran^and  absurd  things  which  have  been 
said  of  the  importance  and  ethcieocy  of  the  mili- 
tia Sir, it  is  all  idle-*the  militiaman  is  best  em- 
ployed at  his  ploup;h,  and  in  the  other  occupations 
of  life,  in  which  industry  can  be  successftilly  ex- 
erted. For  tbe  real  strength  of  the  country^ its 
wealth,  the  sinews  of  war — arise  from  the  pro- 
duce of  the  various  branches  of  industry.  This 
furnishes  tbe  means  of  supporting  an  army ;  but 
the  army  itself  must  be  composed  of  idle,  disso- 
lute,  and  disorderly  persons.  And  if  the  country 
and  state  of  society  are  so  happy  as  not  to  afford 
a  sufficient  number  of  these,  you  cannot  get  an 
army ;  and  if  you  cannot  get  an  army,  you  can- 
not go  to  war. 

In  considering  the  probable  issue  of  the  contest 
in  which  we  have  embarked  it  is  well  to  com- 
pare  our  power  with  that  of  the  enemy — to  in- 
quire whether  our  population,  our  wealth,  our. 
resources,  our  ability  to  endure  the  privations, 
losses,  and  calamities  of  war,  are  equal  to  those 
of  the  nation  with  which  we  are  at  war.  Now, 
sir,  in  all  these  points,  Great  Britain  has  the  ad« 
vantage  of  us.  In  the  means  of  annoyance,  she 
is  much.superior.  And  let  it  be  remembered,  sir, 
that  tbe  war  has  not  yet  begun  on  her  part.  It 
is  true  that  she  ma|^  lose  the  benefit  of  ^he  trade 
of  this  country,  which,  to  a  certain  portion  of  her 
people,  is  very  important,  but  to  the  Government 
Itself,  as  a  source  of  revenue,  it  is  of  little- conse- 
quence. It  does  not  amount  to  the  one-hundredth 
part  of  her  annual  expenditure.  I  believe  the 
restrictive  svstem  was  a  more  reasonable  means 
of  coercing  ner  than  the  war  will  prove  to  be. 
Yet  we  found  that  to  be  inefficient — we  found 
that  she  could  endure  the  embargo  better  and. 
longer  than  the  people  of  this  country  could  or 
would  endure  it;  and  to  the  purposes  of  the  (gov- 
ernment, it  is  the  same  thing  whether  they  can« 
not  or  will  not  bear  such  a  policy.  Its  self-in- 
fliction is  such,  that  it  cannot  be  continued  for 
any  length  of  time.  A  word  more,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  I  have  done.  We  have  nothing  to  gain 
and  much  to  lose  by  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
en^ged. 

Sir,  it  is  time  to  pause.  In  the  events  of  this 
contest,  our  hopes  and  destinies  may  be  involved. 
What  a  scene  dbes  this  country  now  present! 
Suffering  the  evils  and  privations  of  war — vol- 
untarily abandoning  a  commerce  greater  than 
could  be  enjoyed  in  a  time  of  European  peace- 
giving  up  the  means  of  growing  rich  bevond  the- 
dreams  of  national  avarice-— rejecting  blessings 
such  as  the  Almighty  disposer  of  events  has  never 
put  within  the  reach  of  any  other  people.  .At 
war  for  commerce,  yet  abandoning  all  commerce, 
except  the  export  trade,  which  is  held  by  the  li- 
cense of  the  enemy  and  the  fears  of  the  National 
Legislature.  At  war  for  commercial  and  mari- 
time rights,  yet  smiting  the  commerce  and  nav- 
igation of  the  country  with  consumption,  with 
blasting,  and  with  mildew.  At  war  for  sailors' 
riffhts,  yet  driving  three-fourths  of  its  sailors  out 
of  the  country,  into  the  vessels  of  the  enemy,  per- 
haps to  shed  the  blood  of  their  countrymen,  or  to 
fall  by  the  hands  of  their  brethren.    Spurning 
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the  good  within  our  reach,  we  are  rushiog  upon 
erils  unknown,  incalculable. 

I  would  call  upon  the  nation  to  pause — L  would 
call  npoti  patriotic,  enlightened,  and  honorable 
men  to  ponder  on  the  present  state,  and  to  think 
of  the  future  destinies  of  the  country.  I  would 
entreat  them  to  **  stand  in  the  breach  and  staf 
the  plague." 

Sir,  let  us  cease  to  thwart  and  oppose  our  high 
destinies — let  us  not  blast  our  exalted  bopes^— let 
us  not  Jeopardize  our  liberty,  our  privileges,  our 
happy  form  of  Government,  our  precious  institu- 
tions. Let  us  wait  till  the  calamities  of  Europe— 
till  "the  little  brief  authority"  of  the  kings  and 
princes  of  yesterday,  .of  "  pinchbeck  potentates 
and  sceptered  parasites,"  shall  have  passed  away. 
For  "  the  tyranny  of  France  will  pass  away,  like 
a  fearful  dream,  with  the  sudden  crumbling  and 
division  of  the  power  which  upholds  it."  Let  us 
remember  that  the  state  of  Europe,  out  of  which 
our  difficulties  have  arisen,  depends  upon  the 
transitory  life  of  a  single  individual.  Yes,  sir, 
the  raging  of  the  storm  which  agitates  the  politi- 
eial  world,  depends  upon  the  breath  of  a  single 
individual— and  nature  has  decreed  that  Napo- 
leon must  die  I 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  said  he  felt  a  peculiar  embar- 
rassment in  rising  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  some  of  his  own  reflections  on  the 
important  subject  now  under  debate,  from  a  two- 
fold consideration*  In  the  first  place,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  question  might  claim  the  aid  of  more 
exalted  talents  than  he  pretended  to  possess,  and, 
therefore,  to  do  it  justice,  he  fearei^  would  not 
be  in  his  power.  For,  said  Mr.  T.,  in  the  ez- 
'tensive  range  of  debate  which  has  been  permitted 
b^  the  Chair,  the  whole  field  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions has  been  open  to  examination,  and  the 
poHcy  of  our  own  Qovernm^nt  in  relatioii  to 
Great  Britain  has  been  deemed  fairly  within  the 
range  of  discussion. 

In  the  second  place,  the  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  have  occupied  the  ground  so  ably,  and 
discussed  the  subject  so  extensively,  that  it  was 
somewhat  difficult  to  present  arguments  entirely 
novel  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 
Having  a  belief,  however,  that  there  were  some 
important  considerations,  in  relation  to  the  bill 
now  under  debate,  which  had  not  yet  been 
brought  into  view,  he  begged  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  while  he  endeavored  to  lay  before 
them  the  views  which  he  had  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  which  constrained  him  most  decidedly 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  subject, 
said  Mr.  T.,  I  take  occasion  to  express  my  hearty 
assent  to  declarations  made  by  honorable  gentle- 
men that  this  is  no  time  to  indulge  the  bickerings 
of  party;  and  that  it  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that 
all  distinctions  of  this  sort  were  entirely  laid 
aside  and  forgotten.  Sir,  I  should  consider  it 
the  most  auspicious  event  of  my  life  if  I  could 
see  every  gentleman  jou  this  floor  determined  to 
take  and  maintain  the  true  old  American  ground 
occupied  by  the  patriots  of  '76.  Although  it  may 
be  painful  to  the  feelings  of  an  honorable  mind  to 


be  assailed  with  odious  appellations,  and  charged 
with  duplicity  and  falsehood,  yet  the  mind  which 
has  virtue  for  its  basis,  a  conscious  integrity  for 
its  support,  and  firtnness  sufficient  to  enable  the 
man  lo  do  his  duty,  may  hope  to  pass  unhurt  by 
such  malicious  darts. 

Standing,  as  I  do,  in  the  highly-responsible 
situation  of  one  of  the  legislators  of  this  extensive 
country,  I  hope  to  have  stability  and  integrity 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  discharge  my  duty  to 
my  constituents.  If.  after  having  passea  through 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  having  never  changed 
my  political  creed  to  the  present  day,  an  odious 
epithet  could  induce  me  to  alter  my  course,  I 
should  be  unworthy  the  confidence  of  my  coun- 
try. Bat  whence,  Mr.  Chairman,  proceeds  this 
system  of  slander  and  abuse?  From  the  foul 
presses  of  our  country.  To  whom  are  some  of 
the  fairest  characters  which  have  ever  adorned 
this  or  any  other  country  indebted  for  the  odious 
epithets  of  monarchists,  foreign  agents,  tories, 
and  the  like?  To  your  imported  patriots,  who, 
Weary  of  the  dull  pursuits  of  industry  on  their 
native  soil  or  escaping  from  the  justice  of  the 
laws  of  their  own  country,  have  fled  to  this 
happy  land  to  instruct  its  inhabitants  in  the  true 
principles  of  liberty  and  equality. 

To  this  set  of  newly  fledged  politicians,  and 
men  of  a  similar  stamp,  is  this  once  happy  coun- 
try indebted  for  one  half  the  miseries  and  much 
or  the  disgrace  which  it  suffers. 

I  have  been  led  into  this  digression  in  conse- 
quence of  -remarks  which  have  fallen  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  but  will  now  return  to 
my  subject. 

A  gentleman  from  New  YoHr,  (Mr.  Stow,) 
who  addressed  you  early  in  this  debate,  told  as 
that  he  reprobated  the  war,  and  bad  no  confi- 
dence in  tne  Administration  to  conduce  it  to  a 
successful  issue,  but  should  vote  for  the  bill  to 
enable  them  to  carry  it  on.  This  is  strange  po- 
litical loffic  to  my  understanding.  While  I  sob* 
scribe  fully  to  his  premises,  the  reasonings  of  my 
mind  bring  me  to  a  very  different  result.  Be- 
cause I  deprecate  this  war  as  pregnant  with  great 
evils,  if  not  ruin  to  my  country.!  will,  therefore, 
take  all  Constitutional  measures  to  bring  it  to  a 
speedy  and  honorable  close;  and  because  I  have 
no  confidence  in  the  Executive  department  of 
our  Government,  nor  in  the  tubordinaie  agents 
who  have  been  appointed  to  vote  for  this  bill, 
which,  if  adopted,  will  entail  still  greater  evils 
on  this  devoted  country. 

In  presenting  the  subject  to  this  honorable 
Committee,  in  its  most  appropriate  form,  it  may 
be  proper  to  examine  into  the  prominent  causes 
of  opr  dispute,  which  has  terminated  in  open 
war  with  Great  Britain.  These  I  take  to  be 
three,  viz: 

1.  The  Orders  in  Council. 

2.  Impressment  of  our  seamen. 

3.  The  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake. 

That  we  may  narrow  the  point  in  controversy 
as  much  as  possible.  I  remark  that  ample  and 
satisfactory  atonement  having  been  made  for 
the  violation  of  our  rights  by  the  attack  on  the 
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Chesapeake^  one  cause  of  disouietude,  and  a 
prominent  one  too,  has  been  finally  removed.  It 
has,  indeed,  been  frequently  remarked  on  this 
floor,  that  the  satisfaction  offered  for  the  unau- 
thorized attack  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake  was 
long  delayed,  and  very  reluctantly  offered.  How- 
ever painful  it  may  be  to  censure  the  conduct  of 
our  own  Government,  yet  a  sense  of  justice 
obliges  me  to  say^  that  to  every  overture  made 
by  Great  Britain  to  accommodate  this  unpleasant 
affair^  our  Administration  attached  some  except- 
ionable condition  which  closed  the  door  to  an 
amicable  adjustment.  The  Committee  cannot 
have  forgotten  the  early  disavowal  of  this  wanton 
aggression  on  the  honor  of  our  fla^  by  the  British 
Government,  and  the  teiuler  of  satisfaction  which 
was  made,  but  failed,  because  our  Minister  was 
instructed  to  couple  with  this  complaint  the  sub- 

i'ect  of  impressment;  nor  can  they  have  forgotten 
tow  indignant  the  Ministry  and  nation  were' 
when  the  President  assumed  the  right  of  judging 
what  would  best  comport  with  the  honor  of  tneir 
King.  Few,  I  believe,  who  read  the  oJQTensive 
remark,  expected  a  different  result  from  that 
which  ensued.  And  while  I  am  upon  this  sub- 
ject I  take  occasion  to  remark,  that  in  all  our 
attempts  to  negotiate  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment there  sejems  to  have  been  some  untoward 
circumstaQce,  some  unfortunate  condition,  either 
accidentally  or  intentionally,  attached  to  the  ques- 
tion at  issue,  which  has  defeated  the  negotiation. 
It  would  be  within  the  scope  of  my  present 
plan  to  take  a  particular  review  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council,  as  well  as  the  subject  of  im- 
pressments. But  inasmuch  as  the  documents  re- 
lating to  those  two  subjects  have  been  laid  on 
every  gentleman's  table;  and  more  especially 
when  I  reflect  that  both  topics  have  been  very 
ably  discussed  by  some  gentlemen  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  and  especially  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down,  (Mr;  Bleeckbr,)  I  shall  con- 
tent myself  with  taking  but  a  brief  review  of 
these  prominent,  and  I  may  add,  the  only  remain- 
ing causes  for  the  present  war.  As  to  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  it  ought  not  to.  be  forgotten,  that 
during  several  lengthy  discussions  to  obtain  their 
repeal,  as  well  by  our  Ministers  in  London,  as  at 
this  place,  they  have  been  considered  as  the  prom- 
inent point  in  dispute.  So,  again,  as  to  the  ori- 
gin of  our  restrictive  system ;  it  cannot  be  for- 
gotten that  the  friends  and  abettors  of  those  mea- 
sures uniformly  professed  th^t  they  were  adopted 
as  retaliatory  for  the  Orders  in  Council.  From 
the  flrst  partial  non-importation  act,  which  passed 
on  the  eighteenth  of  April,  1806,  down  to  the  law 
of  the  second  of  March,  1811,  the  object  has  been, 
on  the  very  face  of  the  law,  to  procure  a  repeal 
of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees.  If  any  doubt  should  remain  on 
the  mind  of  any  member  of  this  Committee,  as  to 
this  fact,  I  beg  him  to  turn  his  eye  to  the  restric- 
tive code,  and  I  presume  he  will  find  the  evidence 
to  be  abundant  and  complete.  In  this  system  of 
anti-commercial  regulations,  I  find  the  origin  and 
progress  of  our  present  political  calamities.  And 
here,  Mr,  Chairmani  I  shall  readily  admit,  that 


we  had  grievances  and   complaints,  great  and 
heavy,  against  both  of  the  belligerents;  nor  have 
I  the  least  inclination  to  palliate  or  excuse  them. 
My  object  is  to  show,  what  I  have  uniformly  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor,  that  our  system  of  non-im- 
portation, non-intercourse,  and  embargo,  have 
been  directed  against  the  Orders  in  Council;  as 
10  Great  Britain,  and  nothing  else;  and  finally 
have  brought  this  country  into  a  ruinous  war. 
Is  there  a  man  within  these  walls,  who  does  not 
now  believe  (as  was  fully  predicted  when  the  law 
passed)  that  the  conditions  held  out  to  the  two 
great  belligerents,  to  induce  them  to  repeal  their 
obnoxious  edicts,  violating  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  placed  the  executiun  of  our 
law  m  the  hands  of  a  foreign  Government?    Is 
there  a  man  of  ordinary  capacity  in  the  United 
States,  having  the  means  of  information,  who 
now  believes  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  repealed  on  the  1st  November,  1810,  accord- 
ing  to  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  State«,  solemnly  announcing  that  fact; 
and  that  they  thenceforward  ceased  to  violate  our 
neutral  commerce  7    Does  not  candor  constrain 
all  to  confess  that,  long  after  the  pretended  repeal 
of  the  aforesaid  decrees,  our  comaferce  was  har- 
assed, in  every  sea  where  French  cruisers  could 
reach  it?    Need  I  point  you  to  the  piratical  sei- 
zures and  burning  of  American  property  in  the 
Baltic,  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Atlantic  seas, 
by  the  privateers  and  fleets  of  the  French  Empire; 
subsequent  to  this  pretended  repeal,  and  sanctioned 
expressly  by  its  authority  ?    If  all  other  evidence 
should  be  deemed  insufficient,  I  inquire  whether 
the  French  Emperor  himself  has  not  sufficiently 
humbled  this  country  (if  indeed  our  cup  of  hu- 
miliation bad  not  been  full  before)  by  nis  own 
formal,  ante-dated  repeal  of  (lis  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  long  subsequent  to  the  time  Imposed  on 
the  President  by  the  Duke  of  Cadore? 

It  cannot  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  or  of  the  nation,  that  Napoleon's  de- 
cree, respecting  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
bears  date  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  and  is  explicitly 
bottomed  on  the  law  of  Congress  passed  Marco. 
2, 1811 ;  the  sole  object  of  which  law  was  to  con- 
firm the  proclamation  of  the  President  which  had 
then  been  issued  more  thair  four  months,  and 
the  legality  of  which  had  become  very  question- 
able. This  decree  may  be  found  among  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  President's  Message  of 
November  4th,  1812,  and  on  the  forty-sixth  page 
of  those  printed  papers. 

If  further  evidence  shoufd  beiieeded  to  prove  the 
abominable  fraud  of  this  transaction,  it  may  be 
found  in  the  correspondence  of  our  Minister  at 
Paris,  in  the  Summer  of  1811,  wherein  he  re- 
marks, that  he  had  repeatedly  demanded  evidence 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  but 
none  could  be  obtained.  And  yet,  forsooth,  we 
are  now  furnished  with  a  decree  dated  in  April, 
preceding,  but  not  issued  until  we  were  so  en- 
tangled in  French  toils,  that  war  with  Great 
Britain  was  inevitable.  If  this  fact  alone  had 
been  understood,  I  put  it  to  the  candor  of  this 
honorable  Committee  to  say,  whether  they  would 
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have  cotisented  to  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Great  Britain  at  the  time  and  for  the  reasons 
vhich  were  given  ?  I  say,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction; that  they  would  not.  If  mv  premises 
are  true,  and  the  inference  undijiputed,  since  the 
Government  has  been  grossly  deceived  and  drawn 
into  this  war,  for  reasons  and  causes  which  did 
Dot  then  exist,  most  assuredly  it  becomes  our 
duty  as  well  as  interest  to  relieve  the  country 
from  its  pressure  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  it  is  a  singular  fact  in 
the  history  and  progress  of  this  war,  that  in  *five 
days  after  its  declaration,  (viz.  on  the  23d  of  June, 
181!^^)  and  as  soon  as  the  aforesaid  decree  of  the 
French  Emperor  was  made  known  to  the  Britifth 
Ministry  by  Mr.  Russell,  an  Order  in  Council 
was  issued,  repealing  the  former  obnoxious  or- 
ders, which  had  been  ostensively  the  most  prom- 
inent cause  of  the  war ;  and  yet  the  President 
has  never  issued  his  proclamation  announcing 
that  fact,  as  by  the  terms  of  the  law  of  March 
2d,  1811,  he  was  expressly  bound  to  do.  On  this 
fiiilure  of  the  President  to  do  what  the  law  enjoin- 
ed on  him  to  perform,  as  well  as  having  issued 
his  proclamation  of  November,  1810,  without  pos- 
sessinff  the  facts  required  by  the  law  to  support 
him,  Imake  no  comment.  The  account  is  still 
unsettled  between  him  and  this  injured  country. 

The  Orders  in  Council  having  thus  been  re- 
voked, the  continuance  of  the  war  seems  to  rest 
upontheimpressment  of  our  seamen  alone.  Give 
me  leave  then  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  this 
practice,  as  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  Is  it  not 
bottomed  on  the  ancient  doctrine  of  perpetual  al- 
legiance— or  in  ,other  words,  that  the  native-born 
subject  can  never  so  expatriate,  as  that  the  mother 
country  may  not  claim  his  service  in  time  of  war? 
Is  this  a  novel  doctrine,  either  as  to  time,  or  the 
nation  who  now  attempts  to  enforce  it  ?  I  ven- 
ture to  say'  that  Great  Britain  has  practised  upon 
this  principle  ever  since  she  has  oeen  a  nation.; 
and  it  is  farther  manifest  that  France,  and  all 
the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  have  maintained 
the  same  doctrine.  Nay,  sir,  we  maintain  the 
sam^  doctrine  in  our  own  country;  in  proof  of 
which,  witness  the  President's'  proclamation  at 
the  commencement  of  this  war;  and  notice  also 
the  recent  case  of  Clark  the  spy,  who  was  con- 
demned to  suffer  death  by  a  court  martial,  and. 
was  pardoned  by  the  President  on  the  ground  of 
his  owing  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  al- 
though residing  in  an  enemy's  territory,  and  hav- 
ing been  naturalized  or  sworn  allegiance  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain.  Hence  it  would  seem, 
that  the  principle  set  up  was  not  novel  nor  singu- 
lar. But  what  is  the  principle  in  contest  between 
the  two  Governments?  Glreat  Britain  claims 
the  right  to  visit  neutral  merchant  ships  on  the 
high  seas;  and  if  she  finds  any  of  her  natural- 
horn  subjects,  to  take  them  into  her  service.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  denies  to  her 
this  right,  and  asserts,  that  a  foreigner  naturalized 
in  this  country,  is  absolved  from  all'  allegiance 
to  the  parent  State.  Th^  practice  of  Great  Brit- 
ain under  herprinciplcjhas  undoubtedly  subjected 
some  of  our  native  citizens  to  capture  and  invol- 


untary service,  from  causes  which  I  need  not  here 
repeat.  In  all  such  cases,  I  take  it  to  be  admitted 
on  all  hands,  that  she  sets  up  no  claim,  and  there- 
fore every  abuse  of  this  .sort  is  capable  of  remedy. 
But  on  this  head  I  have  no  hesitation  in  express* 
iog  my  unqualified  belief,  founded  on  documents 
which  have  been  laid  'on  our  tables,  that  the  list 
of  such  impressed  seamen  is  greatly  exaggerated. 
Out  of  the  number  six  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  of  American'ciiizens  said  to  have  been 
impressed,  and  forming  a  standing  head  piece  to 
the  list  of  our  grievances,  I  very  much  question 
if  five  hundred  native  Americans  can  be  found 
among  them  all.  The  documents  lately  furnished 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  carefully  examined, 
will  serve  very  much  to  substantiate  this  fact. 
Many  names  are  there  returned  who  have  only 
forwarded  their  claims  to  our  Consul  at  London, 
and  who,  very  probably,  never  set  foot  on  Amer- 
ican ground.  Others  a^ain  are  continued  on 
the  li»t  who  have  been  discharged  years  a^o,  and 
others,  who  have  voluntarily  engaged  tn  her 
service. 

The  question  then  at  issue,  I. take  to  be  this — 
Shall  the  war  with  Great  Britain  be  continued  to 
oblige  her  to  relinquish  the  practice  of  taking  from 
our  merchantmen  her  native  British  sailors?  If 
we  could  obtain  the  principle  by  continuing  the 
war,  I  think  It  can  be  demonstrated,  that  it  would 
be  injurious  to  the  American  seamen  to  have  it 
so  established,  inasmuch  as  it  would,  by  increaa- 
ing  th^  number  of  our  seamen,  necessarily  dimin- 
ish their  wages.  But,  circumstanced  as  Great 
Britain  is^  contending  for  her  existence  against 
the  most  formidable  rower  on  earth,  and  resting 
her  last  hopes  upon  her  navy,  I  presume  she  will 
never  relinquish  the  principle. 

The  inquiry  has  been  made,  with  some  solici- 
tude, what  will  you  do  with  naturalized  foreign' 
ere?  I  answer,  treat  them  hospitably^  and  ex- 
tend the  arm  of  protection  and  all  the  blessings 
of  government  to  them  while  they  Continue  with- 
in your  territorial  jurisdiction ;  but  if  they  leave 
your  territory,  and  choose  to  go  upon  the  great 
highway  of  nations,  the  risk  and  the  choice  are 
their  own.  as  will  be  the  peril.  Put  the  case  fairly 
to  the  yeomanry  of  our  country,  and  let  them  un- 
derstand the  subject,  that  this  war  is  to  be  carried 
on  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  foreigners  while 
sailing  on  the  high  seas,  and  I  very  much  incline 
to  the  opinion,  that  they  would  dismiss  the  au- 
thors of  this  war  from  rurther  service,  or  oblige 
them  soon  to  bring  it  to  a  close.  Sir,  I  will  not 
consent  to  waste  one  drop  of  pure  American  blood, 
nor  to  expend  a  single  dollar,  to  protect,  on  the 
high  seas,  all  the  vagabonds  of  Europe.  Valu- 
able as  may  have  been  the  acquisition  in  obtain- 
ing many  great  and  good  men  as  emigrants  from 
Europe,  still  I  must  maintain  the  opinion,  that 
all  the  olessings  of  liberty  and  domestic  govern- 
ment, which  are  secured  to  them  in  common  with 
our  native  citizens,  ought  to  be  an  ample  com- 
pensation. I  know  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  draw 
the  precise  line  "where  protection  shall  cease;  but 
in  a  question  of  such  moment  as  peace  or  war, 
the  prosperity  and  happineasi  or  perhaps  the  mis- 
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ery  aod  raio  of  our  country,  I  caonot  hesitate  as 
to  the  coarse  proper  to  be  pursaed. 

With  respect  to  protectiODs.  they  have  become 
so  mach  a  matter  of  bargain  aod  sale,  that  hav- 
ing beeo  counterfeited  and  sold  in  almost  every 
port  in  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  in  America,  they 
have  long  since  ceased  to  answer  any  valuable 
purpose.  It  has  been  a  fact  long  since  well  es- 
tablished, that  a  foreigner  who  could  scarcely 
speak  our  language,  could  procure  a  protection 
in  Great  Britain  purporting  to  be  evidence  of  his 
American  citizen^ip.  This  then  may  account 
for  the  light  and  contemptuous  treatment  given 
to  this  species  of  evidence  by  the  officers  of  the 
British  navy. 

Having  thus  briefly  adverted  to  the  two  prom- 
inent causes  of  the  present  war,  the  remainder 
of  ftiy  remarks  will  be  directed  to  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  now  under  discussion,  which,  should 
it  pass  info  a  law,  will  increase  our  Military  Eii- 
tablisbment  to  the  nbmber  of  55,000  men.  In 
fact,  sir,  when  we  bring  into  account  several  other 
corp^  of  troops,  such  as  engineers,  the  mounted 
rangers,  Ac.,  besides ^.000  regular  troops,  already 
authorized  by  law,  if  all  the  establishment  should 
be  completed,  and  the  present  bill  should  pass, 
1  believe  we  should  not  greatly  overrate  the  esti- 
mate, if  We  should  consider  our  military  force  to 
be  nearly  60,000  men,  independent  of  militia  and 
volunteers.  Now,  sir,  I  am  wholly  averse  to  such 
a  measure — I  am  fortified  in  this  opinion,  by  the 
declaration  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  who  asserts,  that  the  former 
establishment,  if  completed,  would  be  amply  suf- 
ficient for  all  the  purposes  of  the  war.  I  remark 
then— 

1st.  That  the  troops  contemplated  to  be  raised 
by  this  bill,  would  be  useless  to  the  purpose  of  of- 
fensive war.  To  enforce  the  truth  of  this  posi- 
tion, I  presume  it  will  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that 
modern  warfare  has  become  a  sort  of  trade;  that 
the  military  life  is  a  school  into  which  men  are 
brought  for  tuition  and  instruction;  that  it  re- 
quires time  to  change  the  habits  and  pursuits  of 
men,  before  they  can  advantsffeously  assume  and 
understand  the  duties  of  a  soldier ;  and  that^above 
all,  it  requires  time  and  discipline  to  inure  them 
to  the  fatigues,  hardships,  and  privations  of  a 
camp.  If  gentlemen  will  review  the  history  of 
our  Revolutionary  war,  they  will  find  these  re- 
marks abundantly  verified  ;  and  I  believe  I  shall 
be  borne  out  in  the  remark,  from  undoubted  evi* 
dence,  that  more  of  our  men  perished  by  disease 
during  the  two  first  years  of  the  war,  (the  years 
1775  and  1776,)  than  we  lost  from  the  same  cause 
through  the  residue  of  the  war.  To  what  else, 
but  to  the  causes  before  mentioned,  can  this  great 
mortality  be  ascribed  1  Men  of  -experience  (and 
I  flatter  myself  that  I  speak  in  the  hearing  of 
some,  who  not  only  recoHect  the  events,  but  shared 
in  the  dangers  of  the  Revolutionary  war)  know, 
that  the  foregoing  remarks  are  substantially  true. 

2.  I  observe  further  that  this  species  of  force 
is  altogether  more  expensive,  and  less  efficient 
than  regular  troops.  If  s^entlemen  will  turn  to 
the  instructive  letters  of  General  Washington  on' 


this  subject,  they  will  find  my  remarks  abun- 
dantly verified.  Very  early  in  the  Revolution  he 
pressed  upon  Congress  not  to  engage  troops  on 
short  enlistments,  but  for  the  war ;  and  supported 
his  opinion  by  considerations  of  which  the  fore- 
going form  a  summary. 

3. 1  consider  the  provisions  of  this  bill  altogether 
inexpedient.  What  is  the  present  state  oi  your 
Army  ?  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  milita- 
ry committee  has  not  furnished  this  Committee 
with  a  statement  of  our  regular  force ;  nor  indeed 
do  I  think  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  have  made 
such  an  exhibition;  but  he  has  said,  thad  if  the 
establishment  was  complete,  the  force  was  suffi- 
cient. I  say,  then,  why  do  vou  not  fill  up  the 
regiments  now  authorized  by  law  ?  Why  should 
we  be  called  on  to  authorize  an  increased  Military 
Bstablishment,  in  which,  by  the  confession  of  its 
friends,  there  must  be  a  vast  increase  of  officers 
whose  services  will  not  be  wanted,  if  the  other 
corps  are  not  completed  ? 

.  But  the  ^ntleman  from  Tennessee  TMr.  Grun- 
dt)  has  said,  that  the  regdlar  establishment  can- 
not be  completed,  but  this  new  body  of  levy  troops 
can.  If  this  be  true,  I  inquire  with  solemnity, 
of  the  honorable  Commit^tee,  whether  it  is  not  de- 
cisive as  to  the  continuance  of  the  war?  I  speak 
with  great  confidence,  founded  on  experience, 
when  I  assert,  that  the  war  cannot  be  carried  on 
successfully  bv  militia,  by  volunteers,  nor  br 
troops  engaged  on  short  enlistments.  If  this  bill 
is  to  be  supported  because  the  ranks  in  your  regular 
armjbcannot  be  filled,  I  say  yon  should  begin  to 
think  seriously  about  a  peace,  or  disgrace  and 
discomfiture  will  be  the  consequence. 

4.  I  am  opposed  to  this  great  increase  of  our 
Military  Bstablishment,  because  it  is  truly  anti- 
republican,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  The  history  of  the  world,  and  the  prin-  , 
ciples  of  our  own  Government,  call  loudly  for  us 
not  to  jeopardize  our  safety  by  foreigo  conquests ; 
for,  as  this  spirit  prevails  in  any  country,  in  the 
same  proportion  will  be  the  demand  for  armie»~ 
those  engines  of  despotism.  I  cannot  too  strongly 
reprobate  the  doctrine  of  foreign  invasion,  for  the 
purpose  of  annexing  ^reat  districts  of  country  to 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  If  this  spirit  is 
not  checked,  my  fears  will  be  greatly  awakened  to 
the  safety,  if  not  to  the  existenee  of  our  present 
happy  form  of  Government,  which  should  not  be 
exposed  to  so  severe  a  pressure.  It  surely  can* 
not  be  amiss  to  call  the  attention  of  those  who 
control  the  destinies  of  this  country  to  the  situa* 
tion  and  views  of  the  Northern  States  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  war.  That  my  conscience  and  my 
conduct  may  be  without  reproisich,  I  take  this  oc- 
casion seriously  and  solemnly  to  warn  the  friends 
of  this  bill  and  of  the  war,  not  to  proceed  with 
such  rash  and  hasty  strides,  lest  the  evils  result- 
ing from  their  measures  should  be  discovered 
when  it  is  too  late. 

The  history  of  other  nations  ought  to  afford  a 
caution  to  us,  that  we  do  not  endanger  the  liber- 
ties of  this  country  by  encouraging  large  Military 
Establish  me  nts.  Would  it  bean  unheard-of  event, 
that  an  ambitious  miliury  chief  should  lead  his 
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victorious  army  to  redress  their  own  wrongs  ? 
Had  ihewarofthe  Revolution  become  so  soon  for- 
gotten, that  its  closing  scene  can  make  no  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  our  countrymen,  or  of  ibis 
House  ?  Have  not  gentlemen  read  (or  have  they 
forgotten)  the  inflammatory  letters  that  were 
published  at  Newburg,  then  the  head-quarters  of 
the  American  Army,  artfully  calculated  toaroqse 
the  pa&sions  and  excite  the*  indignation  of  a  suf- 
fering army  against  their  country,  just  emanci- 
pated from  British  oppression  ?  Sir,  the  solemn 
and  interesting  scene  rises  full  to  my  recollection, 
and  warns  me  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  similar  cause.  Never  can  I  forget  the  sober 
reflection  of  some,  and  the  wild  and  extravagant 
expressions  of  many  others,  produced  by  those 
insidious  publications  to  the  Army  of  the  Revo- 
lution. The  war  was  now  brought  to  a  close,  and 
its  great  object  had  been  obtained.  The  pay  of 
the  Army  was  greatly  in  arrears,  and  that  which 
had  been  furnished  was  of  very  little  value.  A 
separation  of  the  troops,  without  some  good  pros- 
pect of  redress  to  the  soldiers,  appeared  to  be  the 
loss  of  all.  At  this  critical^  moment,  the  propo- 
sal was  made,  "  not  to  lav  down  their  arms  until 
their  grievances  were  redressed !"  nor  could  such 
measures  fail  to  find  advocates.  While  the  flames 
spread  with  rapidity  through  the  camp,  and  the 
efforts  of  some  of  our  best  officers  failed  to  check 
the  impetuous  tbrreot,  the  Father  and  Defender 
of  his  Country,  and  the  friend  of  the  soldier,  now 
interposed,  and  thre!^  himself  into  the  breach. 
Here  stood  the  man  who  had  so  often  le^  this 
veteran  band  to  victory  and  to  glory,  conjuring 
these  companions  of  his  toils  not  to  tarnish  the 
splendor  of  their  achievements  '*  by  perpetrating 
the  parricidal  deed.''  The  triumph  was  glorious 
and  complete ;  order  and  harmony  were  restored] 
and  the  anonymous  author  of  these  incendiary 
addresses  retired  from  the  field  ashamed  and  con- 
founded. I  have  uniformly  believed  it  was  aot 
too  much  to  say,  that,  to  the  unbounded  popular- 
ity and  influence  of  that  illustrious  Chief,  ^^  who 
BOW  sleeps  in  his  humble  tomb  at  Mount  Vernon," 
was  the  Army  then  saved  from  disgrace,  and, 
perhaps,  the  country  from  bloodshed  and  ruin. 

5.  I  object  also  to  this  bill,  because  it  is  attended 
with  such  a  wasteful  expenditure  of  national  trea- 
sure. I  fear  gentlemen  have  not  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  this  circumstance,  in  their  great  zeal  to 
conquer  Canada.  I  say,  then,  that  the  bounties 
and  premiums  alone,  as  proposed  by  this  bill, 
amoupt  to  the  trifling  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars!  The  yearly  expense  of 
this  Establishment  will  not  fall  short  of  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  ;  and,  if  you  bring  into  the  account 
the  increased  wages  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
Army,  by  a  bill  which  lately  passed  this  House, 
together  with  the  losses  and  other  expenses  al- 
ways attendant  on  military  operations,  the  annual 
expenditure  will  not  probably  fall  short  of  eight 
millions  of  dollars!  But,  I  will  not  enlarge  on 
this  point,  as  I  purpose  to  treat  the  general  sub- 
ject of  expense  more  fully  under  another  head. 

6.  Although  I  am  opposed  to  the  principles  of 
this  bill,  yet,  to  the  fourth  section,  1  have  a  par- 


ticular objection.  By  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion, it  is  proposed  to  take  from  the  Senate  their 
Constitutional  right  of  considering  the  nomina- 
tions of  the  President,  and  transferring  the  power 
of  appointing  all  the  officers  necessary  for  the 
troops  (the  colonels  only  excepted)  to  the  Presi- 
dent alone.  To  this  doctride  of  increasing  Exe- 
cutive patronage,  I  beg  leave  to  enter  my  most 
solemn  protest.  By  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
ydu  invest  the  President  with  the  sole  poT^er  of 
appointing  eleven  hundred  and  twenty  commis- 
sioned officers,  independent  of  the  regimental  staff  I 
1  ask  this  honorable  Committee,  whether  they  are 
aware  of  the  dangerous  inroads  they  are  thus  mak- 
ing upon  the  principles  of  our  Government,  and 
thus  establishing  precedents  which  may  be  quoted 
hereafter,  to  justify  other  and  more  dangerous 
practices?  The  plea  of  urgenfiy^  the  handmaid 
o(  usurpcUion,  has  sometimes  been  offered  to  jus- 
tify dangerous  innovations  on  fundamental  prin- 
ciples in  government ;  but  nothing  of  this  sort 
has  been  urged  to  support  the  section  to  which  I 
refer.  The  Senate  are  now  in  session,  and  pro- 
bably will  continue  to  be  un(il  after  this  Estab- 
lishment shall  be  organized. 

An  argument  has  been  deduced  from  former 
practice,  and  the  law  of  May  28,  1798,  has  been 
quoted  to  prove  that  the  same  power  was  granted 
to  the  President  then,  which  is  proposed  to  be 
given  now.  If  gentlemen  will  atteoa  to  tbe  pro- 
visions of  that  law,  they  will  readily  perceive  that 
the  powers  granted  are  by  no  means  alike.  la 
1798,  Congress  considered  this  country  on  the  eve 
of  a  war  with  France,  and  made  certain  prepar- 
ations for  such  an  event.  Among  other  meas- 
ures^ they  authorized  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  ^in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  United  States,  or  of  actual  invasion 
ot  their  territory  by  a  foreign  Power,"  to  raise  a 
force  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  men, and,  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  the  officers.  But, 
even  in  this  case,  the  nomination  of  the  field  offi- 
cers was  to  be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  for  their 
consideratibn,at  their  next  meeting.  In  the  case 
now  before  us,  we  are  actually  at  war,  and  the 
Senate  is  in  session,  so  that  there  is  no  analogy 
in  the  two,  cases.  It  has  even  been  urged,  as  a 
matter  of  convenience,  that  blank  commissions 
could  be  delivered  to  the  field  officers,  to  be  given 
out  as  should  be  found  convenient  and  necessary 
— a  practice  which  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
justify.  And,  while  I  am  upon  this  part  of  my 
argument,  I  shall  take  occasion  to  remark,  that  I 
have  nothing  to  ask  of  the  Government  for  my- 
self, por  for  any  friend  on  earth ;  and,  therefore, 
hope  my  remarks  may  be  considered  as  directed 
to  the  good  of  my  country,  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  Constitution. 

7.  I  object  further  to  this  bill,  because  I  am 
unwilling  to  afford  any  aid  to  the  further  prose- 
cution of  this  ruinous  war,  every  day's  contin- 
uance of  which  renders  an  accommodation  more 
doubtful  and  difficult.  If  further  progress  is 
made,  the  angry  passions  will  be  excited ;  con- 
quests will  undoubtedly  be  made,  and  alliances 
most  probably  will  be  formed,  which  will  jeop- 
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ardize,  if  not  wholly  destroy  the  fairest  prospects 
of  our  beloved  country.  On  this  last  prospect, 
what  patriot  caa  turn  his  eye  but  with  foreboding 
anxiety  .and  fears.  When  I  turn  ray  reflections 
to  the  fate  of  the  European  nations,  who  have 
been  forced  into  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
then  into  an  alliance  with  France,  and  behold 
them  reffuiarly  moulded  into  members  of  that 
mighty  EUnpire,  subjected  to  all  her  privations, 
and  obliged  to  partake  in  all  her  wars  of  ambi* 
tion  and  pooquest,  I  shudder  at  the  prospect  be- 
fore as,  and  wish  to  escape  before  it  is  too  late. 

8.  But  I  have  another  objection  to  the  passage 
of  ibis  bill,  which  appears  to  be  insMrmovntable. 
It  is  on  thft  score  ot  expense.  Have  gentlemen 
suffered  themselves  seriously  to  calculate  the  cost, 
not  only  of  the.  present  establish  men  t,  but  of  a 
further  continuance  of  the  system  recently  adopt- 
ed ?  In  private  life,  as  well  as  in  kingdoms,  such 
provident  calculations  are  always  deemed  marks 
of  sound  wisdom ;  and  why  should  we  except 
our  pwn  country  from  so  important  an  examina- 
tion. Let  me  not  be  told  that  this  is  no  time  to 
calculate  the  cost  in  dollars  and  cents,  when  so 
great  a  question  is  at  stake.  Sir,  the  question  is 
a  solemn  one,  and  must  be  answered,  and  our 
constituents  are  entitled  to  an  answer  at  our 
bands.  Fortunate,  indeed,  would  it  have  been 
for  our  country  if  this  question  had  been  satis* 
factorily  settled  before  we  adopted  this,  io  my 
opinion,  disastrous  course. 

We  are  -now  called  upon  for  a  loan  of  about 
920,000.000.  If  this  bill  should  pass,  we  shall 
need  at  least  $8,000,000  more.  Add  to  this  the 
last  loan,  which,  in  round  numbers,  may  be  called 
(including  Treasury  notes)  $14,500,000;  making 
a  net  amount  of  $42,500,000. 
.  I  inquire,  then,  how  is  this  monstrous  account 
oif  expenditure  to  be  repaid  7  Na^,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  a»k  you  if  there  is  any  provision  made  to 
pay  even  the  interest?  Our  external  revenue, 
which  would,  in  a  short  time,  l^ave  discharged 
the  whole  of  our  national  debt,  by  the  war  ou 
which  we  have  voluntarily  entered,  is  nearly  an* 
nihilated  ;  sathat,  from  the  ordinary  revenue  on 
those  branches  of  commerce  which  are  permitted 
by  law,  according  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  report,  we 
cannot  expect  an  annual  receipt  into  the  Treas- 
nry  of  more  than  two  millions  and  a  half  of  dol- 
lars after  this  year.  Our  system  of  internal  rev- 
enue has  long  since  ceased,  and  the  direct  taxes 
reported  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  sonrie 
reaso9,  aot  explained  to  the  House,  are  permitted 
to  sleep.  The  only  resort  seems  to  be  to  loans, 
as  if  this  fund  of  individual  wealth  was  inex- 
haustible. Is  it  then  a  fact  that  this  war  is  to  be 
supported  almost  exclusively  by  loans?  It  be- 
comes a  serious  inquiry  as  to  the  facility  of  ob- 
taining them.  By  examining  the  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  be  found 
that  from  Iqans  and  the  sale  of  'ipreasury  notes, 
there  had  come  into  the  Treasury,  in  the  year 
1812,  about  ihirteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  that 
by  the  sale  of  the  remaining  Treasury  notes  au- 
thorized by  law,  about  one  million  and  a  half 
more  might  b^  expected  to  accrue,  making  in  the 
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whole  $14,500,000.  It  will  further  appear,  from 
the  same  document,  that  of  the  sums  already  re- 
ceived, there  were  furnished  by  individuals  about 
$4,000,000,  and,  by  banks,  about  $9,000,000. 

If  the  Committee  will  give  me  their  attention 
for  a  few  moments  longer,  I  will  satisfy  them 
from  what  parts  of  our  country  this  money  has 
been  furnished.  Mr.  Qallatin  informs  us  toat  of 
the  913,000,000  above-named  $12,000  000  of  it 
was  furnished  north  of  the  Potomac.  If  this 
may  be  considered  a  standard  by  which  to  regu- 
late future  loans,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inquire 
in  what  part  of  the  United  States  the  advocates 
of  the  war  principally  reside.  Most  onquestion* 
ably  to  the  south  of  the  Potomac.  I  inquire  fur- 
ther, in  what  parts  of  our  country  have  the 
pledges  of  life,  property,  and  sacred  honor,  been 
most  abundantly  given  to  support  the  war  in. 
which  we  have  embarked?  The  answer  is,  to 
the  south  of  this  place,  and  west  of  the  Alleg- 
hany mountains.  If  the  sinews  of  war  are  to  be 
looked  for  to  the  North,  and  the  zeal  and  patriot- 
ism to  carry  it  on  is  found  principally  to  the 
Sout'h  and  West,  it  may  be  usefulibr  us  to  learn^ 
first,  whether  the  war  has  acquired  such  popu- 
larity in  the  Northern  States  as  to  induce  the 
money-holders  to  loan  liberally  for  its  support; 
and,  secondly,  whether  it  will  be  proper  for  the 
Government  to  offer  more  than  common  interest 
to  obtain  the  money.  On  the  first  point,  I  be- 
lieve I  am  warranted  in  the  remark,  that  the  war 
fever  has  really  abated  in  the  Northerd  States. 
The  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted,  the 
instruments  who  have  been  appointed  to  com- 
mand and  superintend  the  operations  of  your  ar* 
mies^and  the  disgrace  which  has  hitherto  attended 
its  operations,  have  seemed  to  convince  the  coun- 
try, that  from  such  management  peace  cannot  be 
expected.  In  fact,  sir<,  it  becomes  an  inquiry  of 
Kome  importance  among  the  yeomanry  of  the 
Northern  States,  why  the  people  of  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, and  Tennessee,  should  be  so  much  more 
awage  to  the  capture  and  suffering  of  our  seafar- 
ing brethren  than  the  people  of  the  Atlantic 
States,  in  which  they  reside,  or  from  whence  they 
sail. 

As  a  farther  evidence  that  the  war  has  become 
more  and  more  unpopular,  since  its  declaration, 
in  certain  Northern  sections  of  our  country,  I 
would  turn  your  attention  to  the  recent  elections. 
Most  of  the  gentlemen  nortli  and  east  of  Penn- 
sylvania who  voted  for  the  war,  are  now  permit- 
ted to  retire  from  public  labor,  and  their  places 
have  been  filled  by  men  who  are  the  friends  of 
peace  and  commerce.  If  the  Vermont  election 
should  terminate  in  favor  of  the  war  candidates, 
the  election  will  undoubtedly  be  a  close  one;  and 
as  the  change  of  parties  since  last  Spring  (there 
being  a  clear  gain  of  more  than  three  thousand 
votes  to  the  peace  ticket)  is  manife.stly  great,  the 
call  to  the  war  party  from  that  State  is,  *'Be  ye 
also  ready."  That  the  war  may  become  prosper- 
ous, it  must  be  in  a  good  degree  popular;  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my  full  convic- 
tion that  this  is  far  from  being  the  case  in  the 
Northern  Stales.    In  fact,  sir^  it  is  condemned  as 
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an  impolitic  and  ruiaous  measare  by  almost  all 
men  of  intelligence  in  that  country. 

But  I  shall  be  told  by  the  friends  of  this  war, 
if  it  is  indeed  so  unpopular,  why  shall  it  not  be 
prosetmted,  and  this  bill  pass  with  alt  its  deformi- 
ties, that  our  power  may  the  sooner  pass  into 
other  hands? 

To  this  I  answer,  that  a  sense  of  duty  constrains 
me  to  warn  you  of  the  danger  before  it  is  too 
late;  a  sense  of  honor  makes  me  unwilling  to 
hare  my  country  and  its  armies  disgraced ;  and 
that  ardent  love  of  country  whiph  prevails  in  my 
heart,  forbids  me  to  be  silent,  so  long  as  anj  hope 
remains  of  rescuing  it  from  impending  rum. 

I  inquire  with  no  common  solicitude  as  to  the 
expenses  and  operations  of  the  last  campaign.  If 
the  patience  of  the  Committee  was  not  exhausted, 
I  should  deem  it  useful  and  proper  to  inqnire  into 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Indian  war  upon 
our  frontiers.  We  are  yet  without  any  official 
information  to  justify  the  first  hostila  operations 
which  were  made  upon  the  Wabash.  As  if  all 
minor  considerations  were  to  be  absorbed  in  the 
ffreat  contest  upon  which  we  hare  entered  with 
Qreat  Britain,  the  Governor  of  a  Territory  com- 
mences an  offensive  war  with  the  savages ;  sacri- 
fices the  lives  jof  many  brave  men  in  thefiel^; 
invites  the  scalping  knife  and  tomahawk  into  the 
peaceful  dwellings  of  the  frontier  settlements, 
and  expends  the  treasure  of  ouf  country  to  an 
immense  amount  without  any  inquiry  into  such 
conduct.  In  better  times,  such  an  act  of  outrage 
and  devastation,  entailing  so  much  misery  on  our 
own  citizens,  would  have  been  examined  with  a 
scrutinizing  eye.  I  inquire  further,  who  has  ao* 
thorized  the  commanding  officers  of  posts  to  in- 
vite the  citizens  of  our  country  to  flock  to  their 
standards  for  the  purpose^ of  invading  the  terri- 
tory of  our  enjimjl  while  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  oOr  armies  keeps  himself  aloof  from  the 
scenes  of  action,  we  find  one  officer  after  another 
issuing  proclamation  upon  proclamation,  calling 
for  aid  nrom  their  friends,  and  denouncing  ven- 

feance  upon  their  foes.  As  my  object,  under  this 
ead,  is  only  to  examine  into  the  expense  to  be 
incurred,  I  inquire  how  this  waste  of  public 
treasure  is  to  be  justified,  and  hf  whom  is  it  au- 
thorized? Sir,  my  full  conviction  is,  that  one 
moiety  at  least  of  the  expenses  of  the  last  cam- 
paign has  been  incurred  by  volunteers  and  mili- 
tia, and,  in  many  instances,  wholly  nnauthorized 
by  taw.  My  object  is  to  point  out  the  evil,  that, 
it  possible,  a  suitable  remedy  may  be  applied. 
Unless  something  of  this  sort  can  be  done,  we 
shall  expend  more  treasure  in  two  years  than  the 
net  expense  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

But  even  admitting  these  objections  to  have 
weight,  we  must  have  Canada,  say  the  advocates 
for  the  war.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  spend  a  few 
moments  in  examining  this  question. 

1st.  As  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived;  and 

2d.  As  to  the  practicability  of  the  object. 

I  inquire,  then,  if  Canada  should  be  conquered, 
what  benefits  would  the  United  States  gain  by 
the  acquisition?  As  to  the  new  lands,  most  as- 
suredly we  do  not  want  any  more.    Can  it  be 


desirable  to  add  more  territory  to  our  Republic? 
Before  the  war  was  declared,  some  gentlemen 
asserted  on  this  floor  that  the  Canadians  only 
waited  for  the  occasion  to  present,  and  they  would 
receive  us  with  open  arms,  and  rejoice  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  blessings  of  liberty  which  our  Gov- 
ernment would  impart.  On  this  subject,  distress* 
ing  experience  has  taught  us  the  reverse;  and  if 
disgrace  and  discomfiture  could  make  the  lesson 
more  impressive,  our  country  will  not  soon  for- 
get it.  To  lose  an  army  and  a  territory  at  a 
stroke  is  no  common  niisfortune. 

Others  have  asserted,  that  not  only  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada,  but  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
New  Brunswick,  must  be  wrested  from  the  Brit- 
ish QoverDment,and  annexed  to  our  own.  When 
I  hear  gentlemen  indulge  in  such  bold  flights  of 
fancy,  they  appear  to  me  never  to  have  seriously 
considered  the  hazard  and  uncertainty  of  the  en- 
terprise, the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  attain- 
ment, nor  the  cost  of  the  acquisition.  The  Gov* 
ernment  of  the  Canadas  alone  costs  Qreat  Britain 
,mpre  than  one  million  sterling  annually.  If  she 
would  surrender  to  the  United  States  her  juris- 
diction of  all  her  North  American  colonies,  my 
decided  opinion  is,  that  it  would  be  bad  policy  to 
accept  of  them.  The  nature  of  their  Govern- 
ment, and  the  mixed  character  of  its  inhabitants, 
would  illycomport  with  the  genius  of  our  free 
institutions.  In  addition  to  this,  the  location  of 
these  provinces,  being  accessible  by  fleets,  and 
some  of  them  having  very  safe  and  capacious 
harbors,  would  require  a  great  naval  as  well  as 
Military  Establishment  to  protect  and  maintain 
them.  But  this  is  not  the  most  unpleasant  part 
of  the  picture.  I  apprehend  much  greater  diffi- 
culties will  be  found  in  the  attainment  of  these 
objects  than  some  gentlemen  seem  to  be  aware  of. 
To  appreciate  the  truth  of  this  remark,  gentle- 
men will  do  well  to  review  the  events  of  the  war 
between  France  and  Great  Britain,  as  carried  on 
in  America,  which  closed  with  the  peace  of  1763. 
At  that  time  the  British  colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rica, (now  the  United  States,)  affi>rded  all  the  aid 
in  their  power  to  assist  the  mother  country  in  the 
conflict.  The  expense  was  enormous,  and  human 
blood  flowed  in  torrents  from  Fort^  Doquesne 
(now  Pittsburg)  to  Ticonderoga,  and  from  Ticon- 
deroga  to  duebec.  The  sanguinary  conflict  on 
the  plains  of  Abraham,  in  which  the  gallant 
commanders  of  both  armies  fell,  decided  the  fate 
of  that  city. 

The  frequent  and  unsuccessful  attempts  to  get 
possession  of  the  Canadas  during  the  Revolution- 
ary war  may  afford  some  useful  lessons  on  this 
subiect.  The  city  of  Quebec,  both  from,  its  nat- 
ural position  and  the  strength  of  its  defensive 
works,  may  be  considered  one  of  the  strongest 
fortresses  in  the  world.  Suppose  then  these  pro- 
vinces should  be  overrun  by  our  arms,  so  that  all 
the  lakes  and  land  north  and  west  of  Montreal 
should  be  in  our  possession ;  1  inquire  if  it  would 
be  good  policy  in  this  Government  to  maintain  a 
military  force  in  the  field  equal  to  the  investment 
of  Ctuebec?  If  a  garrison  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
thousaa4  regular  troops  may  now  be  aupposed  co 
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he  quartered  there,  aod  capable  of  being  iucreaaed 
the  next  Summer  to  double  that  number,  I  beg 
gentlemen  to  make  some  rational  estimate  as  to 
the  force  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  send 
into  that  country.  I  presume  the  most  sanguine 
friends  of  this  war  do  not  expect  that  Quebec  will 
fall  daring  the  first  campaign ;  and  if  we  should 
continue  the  Army  for  a  second,  I  fear  our  present 
Military  Establishment  would  be  unequal  to  the 
service. 

The  inference  from  the  whole  is,  that  the  pros- 
pect of  success  is  rery  doubtful  at  least ;  but  even 
if  wo  could  insure  success,  the  price  to  be  oaid 
would  far,  very  far,  overbalance  the  value  or  the 
object  when  attained. 

But  the  prosecution  of  the  war  upon  the  plan 
of  invasion  heretofore  adopted  will  oring  with  it 
a  train  of  evils  not  easily  to  be  foreseen.  Can 
any  man  in  his  senses  believe  that  a  proud,  war- 
like, and  haughty  nation  will  suffer  invasion  upon 
her  territories,  and  not  attempt  that  retaliation 
which  lies  so  much  within  her  reach  1  Must  the 
glory  and  beauty  of  our  seaport  towns,  the  de- 
gance  and  wealth  of  our  eities,  and  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  thousands,  and  even  millions  of 
our  fellow-citizens  be  jeopardized  to  the  miser- 
able policy  and  infatuated  system  of  invading 
Canada  I  JBe  asaured,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  price  is 
too  great,  and  sooner  or  later  the  sober  reflecting 
part  of  this  injured  people  will  teach  the  authors 
of  this  war  that  their  prosperity  and  happiness 
are  not  to  be  trifled  with,  or  idly  thrown  away. 

But,  sir,  when  I  consider  the  facility  with  which 
the  enemy  can  bring  distress,  of  the  most  heart- 
rending sort,  to  the  very  bosoms  of  our  Southern 
brethren,  I  stand  a&tonished  at  the  presumption' 
and  rashness  with  which-  they  seem  to  court  the 
contest.  If  gentlemen  will  persist  in  this  bloody 
war,  they  must  be  told  that  calamitv  and  misery 
will  be  their  portion.  The  hand  ot  the  assasaiv 
is  within  their  own  dwellings,  and  for  aught  I 
know  the  Providence  of  God  permits  this  awful 
delusion,  that  venceance  may  come  on  the  most 
ardent  authors  and  abettors  of  this  war  to  the  ut- 
termost. Before  these  awful  judgments  shall 
take  place,  i  conjure  gentlemen  to  pause,  and  to 
remember  this  caution,  which  is  given  in  the 
spirit  of  friendships  before  if  be  too  late.  Already 
have  we  heard,  and  the  information  filled  my 
mind  with  horror,  that  several  thousand  black 
troopB  were  ready  io  the  West  Indies  to  -  begin 
this  work  of  slaughter  and  destruction ;  and  those 
who  will  suffer  themselves  to  reflect  most  know 
that  the  nation  which  we  have  chosen  for  our 
enemy  has  the  means  at  command  to  effect  the 
dreadful  work.  But  I  will  dismiss  this  painful 
picture  with  a  single  remark,  which  the  subject 
not  only  justifies,  but  calls  for.  It  is  this:  that 
those  parts  of  the  United  States  which  seemed 
most  secure,  and  where  this  v>arfev^r  has  raged 
the  most,  seem  to  have  already  been  visited,  and 
in  my  judgment  must  be  visited,  by  a  righteous 
Providence  with  the  severest  calamities  growing 
out  of  this  war.  In  proof  of  this  fact  look  at  the 
incursions  of  the  savages  along  the  whole  line  of 
our  Western  and  Southern  frontier';  and  if  the 


scene  is  not  too  drekdful  even  to  contemplate,  let 
the  slaveholdiog  States  look  at  their  true  situa- 
tion, and  not  hasten  an  event  which  may  even 
rival  St.  Domingo  for  sufiering  and  wo. 

But,  say  the  friends  of  this  war  and  of  this  bill, 
what  would  you  have  ns  do?  Would  you  repeal 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  (jelirer  us  over,  bound 
hand  and  foot,  to  the  enemy?  To  this  I  have  a 
two-fold  ^swer :  First,  if  you  would  rush  madly 
on  to  ruin,  regardless  of  all  advice,  as  well  as  of 
the  most  fatal  consequences,  it  is  no  part  of  my 
business  to  extricate  you  from  trouble ;  but,  sec- 
ondly, I  reply  that  the  path  of  duty  is  the  only 
path  of  safely.  The  country  may  yet  be  saved 
by  pursuing  an  honorable,  impartial,  and  enlight^ 
ened  policy  with  respect  to  the  two  great  bellig- 
erents. Although  I  cannot  at  this  time  presume 
to  point  out  the  only  proper  course  which  this 
Qovernment  ought  to  pursue,  yet  following  tha 
example  of  some  others  who  have  preceded  ma 
in  this  debate,  my  project  shall  be  submitted  with, 
frankness  and  freedom. 

I  say,  then,  let  this  Government  immediately 
take  honorable,  impartial,  and  tenable  ground,  and 
the  country  will  support  us.  Determine  to  de- 
fend our  territory,  and  all  the  citizens  who  in- 
habit the  soil,  and  bid  defiance  to  all  Bnrope  and 
^the  world,  to  drive  us  from  our  domain.  Away 
with  the  silly  Frenchified  doctrine,  ^  that  a  ship 
is  a  floating  colony."  and  as  such  must  be  de» 
fended  as  a  part  of  tne  territory.  While  we  de- 
mand as  our  right  that  our  native  citizens  shall 
freely  navigate  the  ocean,  lee  us  scrupulously 
avoid  decoying,  foreigners  into  our  service ;  and 
if  we  guard  this  part  of  our  navigation  code  by 
suitable  penalties,  I  cannot  believe  the  difficultiea 
relating  to  a  friendly  intercourse  would  be  insur- 
mountable. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  I  draw  the  follow- 
ing conclusions:  1st.  That  the  conquest  of  Can« 
ada,  and  the  other  British  provinces  in  North 
America,  will  be  very  difiieult,  if  not  impossible; 
2d.  That  if  we  should  succeed  eventually  in  sttb» 
duing  them,  the  expense  in  blood  and  treasure 
would  greatly  exceed  their  value  to  the  United 
States;  3d*  That  if  these  territories  should  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union,  it  is  probable,  if  noC 
certain,  that  a  separation  of  the  present  United 
States  would  be  the  consequence. 

The  late  hour  of  the  day,  and  the  fatigue  of 
the  Committee, ought  to  admonish  me  to  close  my 
remarks.  Had  I  time,  and  if  I  could  prevail  on 
the  Committee  to  hear. me,  I  would  certainly  re« 
ply  to  the  remark,  so  often  repeated,  that  tha 
President/ had  fully  evinced  his  desire  for  peacOi 
inasmuch  as  he  made  overtures  to  that  effect  im- 
n;iediately  after  the  declaration  of  war.  I  wiU| 
however,  very  briefly  remark,  that,  although  a  * 
copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Russell  waa 
not  communicated  to  Congress  when  the  Preei* 
dent  sent  us  the  last  correspondence  of  Mr.  Rua» 
sell  with  the  British  Government,  yet  it  is  sufli«* 
ciently  manifest  that  he  was  necessarily  limited 
in  his  powers ;  and,  although  he  seems  to  have 
felt  somewhat  wounded  bjrthe  intimation  of  Lord 
Castlereagh,  as  to  the  object  and  aufficiency  of 
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his  powers,  yet,  after  telling  bis  Lordship,  id  his 
letter  of  September  19, 1812,  '^  that  he  did  doi  ex- 
peet  to  hear  repeated  any  objections  oo  these 
points,"  he  is  obliged  to  apologize  to  his  own 
QoTernment  for  having  acted  thus  extensively, 
and  I  may  even  add  unwarrantably,  under  his 
instructions.  He  says  in  his  letter,  bearing  date 
London,  September  17,  1812,  (which  be  brought 
himself,  or  more  probably  wrote  in  tUs  place,) 
"had  the  proposition  been  adopted,  1  should  not 
have  been  without  all  bope  that  it  would  hare 
been  approved  by  the  President."  Enough  has 
been  said,  I  trust,  to  induce  us  at  least  to  doubt 
the  declarations  inea^tenao,  so  often  made  within 
this  hall  and  out  of  it,  that  the  olive  branch  has 
been  constantly  and  fairly  tendered  to  the  enemy, 
and  that  it  was  rejected  with  disdain. 

I  have  DOW  finished  the  remarks  wbioh  I  in- 
tended to  make  on  the  bill  before  the  Committee. 
I  will  trespass  on  their  patience  but  a  few  min^^ 
iites  longer,  while  I  state'  one  further  objection 
to  the  continuance  of  this  war,  which  will  be  de- 
rived solely  from  the  moral  state  of  the  world, 
and  the  peculiar  character  of  the  war  in  that  re- 
spect. Whatever  impression  the  frllowing  reflec- 
tions may  make  oo  the  minds  of  others,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  credited  when  I  say  that,  from  this  con- 
sideration alone,  argnmentrand  reasons  more  un- 
answerable than  any  or  all  others,  force  them- 
selves upon  my  judgment,  and  oblige  me  to  repro- 
bate the  war. 

We  live  at  a  period,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  most 
solemn  and  eventful  that  this  fallen  world  has 
ever  witnessed.  No  believer  in  the  Christian  re- 
ligion can  be  an  inattentive  observer  of  the  aston- 
ishing scenes  now  acting  on  the  human  theatre. 
While  the  great  events  foretold  in  prophecy  are 
unfolding  in  regular  and  rapid  succession,  the 
kingdoms  and  nations  on  the  earth  are  solemnly 
forewarned  how  to  conduct,  that  the  calamities 
and  judgments  threatened  against  the  ungodly 
may  not  overtake  them.  The  whole  civilized 
world  is  now  in  arms;  and  while  continental 
Europe  is  convulsed  to  its  centre,  and  has  for 
many  years  been  suffering  the  judgments  of  an 
holy  Qod,  for  her  impieties  and  her  erimes,  a  great 
portion  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  have  been 
exerting  themselves  to  spread  the  knowledge  and 
influence  of  that  religion  which  alone  can  remove 
the  malady  and  heal  the  nations.  While  societies 
ftud  institutions  have  b^en  formed  for  this  most 
benevolent  purpose  in  Great  Britain,  many  of  our 
own  countrymen  have  united  with  them  in  the 
glorious  work  of  sending  the  Holy  Scriptures  to 
the  heathen  throughout  the  world ;  thereby  intro- 
ducing light,  and  peace,  and  joy,  into  the  abodes 
of  ignorance,  hostility,  and  wo.  Is  it  then  a 
matter  of  no  consequence  to  the  people  of  this 
country  that  these  fair  and  happy  prospects  should 
be  checked,  and,  perhaps,  blasted  forever,  by  this 
unhappy  war  ?  And  can  it  be  unworthy  the  legis- 
lators of  a  Christian  people  to  reflect  that  they 
are  now  waging  an  oflfensive  war,  and  one  which, 
in  its  consequences,  may  be  found  to  be  directed 
against  Hini  who  is  the  God  of  Armies?  It  is 
also  a  most  deplorable  consideration  that  a  con- 


tinuance in  this  war  may  unite  us  to  the  desti- 
nies of  those  against  whom  the  Great  Jehovah  is 
now  pouring  out  the  full  vials  of  bis  wrath.   This 
is  the  bitterest  ingredient  in  the  cup,  of  which  we 
have  begun  to  drink.    When  I  reflect  on  these 
awful  and  solemn  events,  I  cannot  but  weep  for 
my  infatuated  country;  and  if  I  bad  an  angel's 
voice  I  would  call  on  everv  rational  creature  in 
these  United  States,  as  well  as  on  this  honorable 
Committee,  and  entreat  them  to  pause  and  con- 
sider, before  our  country's  doom  shall  be  forever 
sealed.  > 

When  Mr.  T.  concluded,  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  January  8. 

Mr.  DiNBMOOB  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  requesting  their 
delegation  in  Congress  to  procure  the  passage  of 
a  law  raising  the  wages  of  the  militia  detached 
from  that  Siate.-*-Refe'rred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  ^he  relief  of  J.  Binnion  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

MOUNTED  RANGERS. 

Mr.  JiNViNGB  said,  that  it  must  be  recollected 
by  the  House,  that  the  act  which  was  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the  raising  cer- 
tain companies  of  ranafrs  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontiers,  had  expired.     Those  rangers  were 
raised  under  the  apprehension  of  attacks  from 
the  savages ;  land  these  apprehensions  have  unfor- 
tunately been  realized  far  beyond  the  general  an- 
ticipation.   When  those  companies  were  raised, 
Mr.  Speaker,  we  expected  long  since  to  hare 
taken  possession  of  the  British  Province  of  Upper 
Canada,  thereby  to  have  intercepted  the  connex- 
ion and  communication  between  the  British  and 
the  northwestern  Indians.  It  will  therefore  readily 
be  perceived,  that  in  consequence  of  our  disap- 
pointed expectations  in  that  quarter,  the  north- 
western frontier  will  be  more  exposed  to  the 
sav'age  knife  and  tomahawk,  at  the  opening  of 
the  approaching  Spring,  >tbaa  they  have  been 
beretolbre.    This  description  of  force,  if  again 
organized,  and  stationed  at  suitable  points  with- 
out the  frontier  settlements,  will  render  it  mors 
efficient,  and  in  a  better  situation  to  range  the 
woods  and  prevent  the  unapprized  attack  of  the 
savage  upon  the  helpless  women  and  children. 
If  we  had  to  expect  invasion  from  acivilixed  foe. 
our  situation  would  not  excite  so  muck  terror, 
but  the  savage  character  draws  no  distinction  be- 
tween the  helpless  infant  and  the  prisonei-  of  war. 
Under  such  ciroumstapoes,  no  calculation  of  ex- 
penditure'ought  to  have  any  weight  against  a 
measure  calculated  to  afford  a  necessary  and 
proper  protection  to  such  an  important  and  ex- 
tensive frontier  of  the  United  States.  •  The  se- 
crecy and  facility  with  which  the  savages  can 
assail  that  frontier,  renders  it  improper  that  we 
should  depend  entirely  for  protection  upon  the 
volunteers  and  militia  of  an  adjoining  State. 
They  carry  with  them  their  prejudices,  and  too 
often  forget  the  sacred  rights  of  private  property. 
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This  fact  has  onfortanacely  been  Teriflf^d  by  a 
petition  whicii  I  presented  yesterday  from  tbe 
Territory  which  I  represent.  But  1  cannot  be-^ 
lie^e  that  such  is  the  character  of  the  citizens  of 
Keotacky,  althoogh  I  do  believe,  that  the  cause 
of  that  plundering,  so  far  as  it  did  take  place  in 
the  western  past  of  tbe  Territory  of  Indiana,  by 
a  portion  of  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  may  be 
found  in  the  unhallowed  exertions  of  local  poli- 
tical purposes,  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  atjeast 
some  of  those  volubteers,  that  they  were  to  de- 
fend British  agents,  British  partisans, and  persons 
having  eonnezion  with  the  savages. 

I  shall  now  (said  Mr.  J.)  present  to  the  House 
the  following  resolutions,  which  I  have  prepared, 
aa  well  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  boanty  in 
lands  to  those  who  would  volunteer  their  services 
as  rangers  for  tbe  protection  of  the  northwestern 
frontier,  as  for  the  purpose  of  inqoiring  into  the 
expediency  of  paying  the  roilitia  and  volunteers 
who  have  already  rendered  important  services  in 
shielding  the  helpless  from  savage  cruelty— 

**  JUaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Militsty  Affturs 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorising  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  at  least  twelve  companies  of  rangers,  by 
the  acceptance  of  voluoteeis  or  enlistment  Ibr  ene  year, 
to  be  mounted  or  otherwiM,  as  the  service  may  require. 

**  Remtived,  That  the  said  committee  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  a  bounty  in  land  to  those  who 
shell  tender  their  services  as  rangers,  and  be  accepted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  StaUis. 

**  Reached,  That  the  said  committee  inquire  likewiae 
into  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  compeu'' 
sating  the  mi^tia  or  volunteers,  who  may  have  been 
called  out,  or  whose  services  may  have  been  accepted 
^  the  Executives  of  either  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States." 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  the  raising  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
for  one  year,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  public  service  shall  require  it. 

Mr.  WuEATONsaid:  Mr.  Speaker,  every  intelli- 
gent man,  whose  age  has  given  him  an  opportu- 
nity of  combining  experience  with  observation, 
must  koow  that  there  are  time^  wben,  on'  cer- 
tain questions  relating  to  the  great  interests  of 
the  nation,  tbe  sober  remonstrances  of  trnth  and 
reason  are  of  little  or  no  avail  against  the  mis- 
guided impetuosity  of  publi<i  prejudice.  To  such 
«  crisis,  if  we  have  not  already  arrived,  it  is 
^eatly  to  be  feared  that  we  are  fast  approaching. 
To  float  alon^  the  current  of  popular  opinion  re- 
quires very  little  exertion ;  but  the  man  that  is 
placed  in  a  situation  where  the  public  safety  de- 
mands that  he  should  stem  the  torrent  and  buffet 
the  storm,  cannot  bat  reflect,  with  peculiar  sen- 
sibility, on  the  very  unequal,  task  he  has  to  per- 
form. The  bill,  now  under  consideration,  has 
opened  a  field  of  discussion  on  the  general  policy 
of  the  war,  in  which  its  advocates  and  opponents 
seem  to  have  given  full  range  to  their  imagina- 
tions ;  and  the  arguments,  oh  both  sides,  have 


apparently  been  attended  with  various  success. 
There  can,  however,  be  little  doubt  on  which  side 
the  victory  will  finally  be  declared.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  maiority  are  determined,  and  the  bill  will 
pass.  I  had  therefore  resolved  to  take  no  part  in 
the  dispute,  but  to  content  myself  with  giving  a 
simple  vote.  But,  reflecting  that  I  am  called  upon 
to  act  on  a  subject  by  me  deemed  important,  not 
only  for  myself,  but  for  the  good  of  the  people 
whom  1  have  the  honor  to  represent,  who  will 
be  equally  interested  in  the  result,  I  have  felt  my* 
self  impelled,  both  by  duty  aod  inclination,  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  on  which  that  vote  will 
be  grounded. 

The  bill  proposes  giving  anthority  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  raise  twenty  thou- 
sand  regular  troops,  in  siddition  to  the  thirty-five 
thousand  already  authorized  by  law.  This  may 
be  right  or  wrong,  proper  or  improper,  according 
to  times  and  oiniumstances,  and  the  objects  which 
the  measure  is  contemplated  to  effect.  Were  the 
country  invaded  by  a  foreign  foe,  and  a  foe  so 
powerful  as  to  make  this  additional  number  of 
troops  necessary  for  its  defence,  I  should  say  it 
were  right  and  proper  to  raise  them,  whatever 
expense  it  might  be  to  the  nation.  But  if,  as  tbe 
advocates  of  the  bill  profess,  these  men  are  to  be 
enlisted,  and,  together  with  those  heretofore  au- 
thorized, are  to  form  a  powerful  army  for  the 
purpose  of  foreign  conquest,  I  have  no  hesitation 
m  giving  jt,  as  my  opinion,  that  it  is  improper 
and  wrong,  or,  at  least,  as  the  President  has  told 
us  respecting  the  French  decree  repealing  those 
of  Blsrlin  aod  Milan,  that  '^the  proceeding  ia 
•rendered,  by  the  time  and  manner  of  it^  liable  to 
many  objections."  Objections,  it  is  apprehended, 
may  arise  from  want  of  powers  given  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Constitution,  either  expressed  or  im- 
plied, to  do  this  thinj^,  with  its  professed  object  in 
view — that  is,  foreign  conquest.  And  if  these 
are  unavailing,  common  reason  and  common 
sense  furnish  objections,  sufficiently  strong,  to  the 
expediency  of  our  undertaking  such  enterprises. 
Objectimis,  for  want, of  sufficient  powers  given  by 
the  Constitution,  may  be  considered  as  novel; 
but,  if  sound,  they  should  nevertheless  prevaiU 
The  war  itself  is  novel,' this  being  the  first  of  the 
kind  that  ever  we  have  undertaken  since  that 
instrument  was  formed,  or  since  we  became  an 
independent  nation.  If  the  Constitution  gives 
Congress  ai)y  power  to  carry  on  foreign  wars, 
those  powers  must  be  collected  from  expressions 
it  contains,  or  from  some  clear  and  necessary  im- 

flieation  from  something  that  is  therein  expressed, 
t  will  be  very  readily  admitted,  that  our  national 
Government  is  a  Government  of  a  very  siinple 
construction,  and  that  it  possesses  very  limited 
powers;  being  established  by  compact,  not  by 
conquest,  it  has  not  all  the  powers  incident  to  the 
sovereignties  of  other  cotfntries;  not  produced 
by  conquest,  it  was  not  made^r  conquest.  *^  The 
'  enumeration  of  certain  rights  in  the  Constitu- 

*  tion  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
»  others  retained  by  the  people  f  and  the  powers 
^  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  .the  Con- 

*  stitntion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
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'  reserved  to  the  States,  respectiyel^r,  or  to  the 
'  people."  The  framers  of  this  Constitution  took 
particular  care,  not  only  to  define  the  powers  they 
intended  to  give,  but  the  objects  to  which  that 
power  should  be  applied,  and  therefore,  but  for 
those  defined  objects.  Congress  have  no  powers 
at  all.  The  objects  are  first  pointed  out  clearly 
and  plainly,  and  then  the  powers  necessary  to 
their  attainment.  The  people  of  this  country, 
after  having  effected  the  Revolution  and  estab- 
lished their  independence,  considering  their  great 
transnaarine  distance  from  the  nations  of  the  Old 
World,  and  all  (heir  jarring  and  rival  interests, 
flattered  themselves  with  the  expectation  of  long 
peace.  Unapprehensive  of  being  attacked  at 
liome,  they  had  no  idea  of  making  war  for  the 
purpose  of  conquest  abroad.  *^  Peace  and  friend- 
ship with  all  nations,  entangling  alliances  with 
none,"  was  their  motto,  and  the  same  sentiment 
has  been  sanctiooed  by  a  man,  whom  the  advo- 
cates of  this  war  have  never  ceased  to  admire. 
An  aversion  to  standing  armies  was  among  the 
causes  that  induced  the  Declaraiion  of  Independ- 
ence; without  standing  armies,  it  was  then  be- 
lieved, and  we  now  know  full  well,  foreign  wajrs 
cannot  be  carried  on.  Foreign  wars  did  not,  there- 
fore, come  within  the  scope  of  that  policy  that 
dieti^ted  the  Constitution.  I  am  not  insensible, 
that,  by  the  Constitution,  a  power  is  given  to 
Congress  to  declare  war,  (not  to  make  it,)  but 
their  power  is  not  to  be  exercised  but  in  the  spirit 
of  that  instrument,  and  for  the  attainment  of  some 
or  all  of  the  objects  for  which  it  was  framed. 
And  what  are  those  objects  ?  Why,  and  for  what 
was  the  Constitution  made  ?  lu  authors  have 
told  us.  It  was  for  "  the  forming  of  a  more  per* 
feet  union,  establishing  justice,  insuring  domes- 
tic tranquillity,  providing  foe  the  common  defence, 
promoting  the  general  welfare,  and  securing  the 
olessings  of  liberty  to  ovrselvesand  our  posterity," 
and  all  these  benefits  for  the  people  that  then  did, 
or  who  thereafter  should,  belong  to,  or  reside  in 
the  territory  then  embraced  by  the  United  States, 
«nd  lione  other.  The  Constitution  was  not  made 
for  anv  other,  nor  can  it  five  jurisdiction  over 
.any  other.  If  all  or  any  of  these  objects  are  en- 
dangered, and  it  <an  be  made  to  appear  that  rais- 
ing the  additional  army  proposed  by  this  bill  be 
necessary  to  the  preservation  and  security  of 
them,  and  can  afford  a  rational  prospect  of  pro- 
ducing such  an  effect,  then  mv  objections  to  the 
measure,  so  far  as  they  arise  from  the  apprehen- 
aion  of  tne  want  of  Constitutional  authority,  will 
be  dbviated.  But  here,  permit  me  to  ask,  whe- 
ther adding  twenty  thousand  new  troops  to  our 
present  re|;ular  army,  will  be  likely  to  have  the 
effect  of  forming  a  more  perfect  union  among 
the  people  of  these  States,  or  whetl^er  the  little 

Srttgress  already  made  in  the  war  has  not  pro- 
uced  fearful  apprelftnsions  of  a  sad  reverse  ?  If 
justice  be  not  already  established  in  our  country, 
can  there  be  any  probability  that  a  more  formi- 
dable army  will  efiect  an  object  so  desirable  ?  No ; 
for  it  is  a  well-known  maxim,  as  true  now,  as  in 
those  ancient  times  when  it  was  written,  that 
*^  inUr  arma  lege$  silent?^    So  romantic  an  Idea, 


as  being  able  to  establish  justice  throaeh  the 
world,  could  not  have  entered  the  heads  of  those 
that  framed  the  Constitution.    Much  has  been 
said  respecting  the  laws  of  nations;   but  they 
are  now  no  where  to  be  found,  but  in    those 
books    that  treat  on  that  subject;   they   were 
formed  bf  the  nations  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
evidenced  by  the  treaties,  compacts,  and  ag'ree> 
ments,  entered  into  by  them ;  but  the  Govem- 
ments  of  Europe,  in  their  struggle  for  power  and 
dominion,  seem  to  have  disregarded  or  broken 
(hem  down ;  and  they  being  the  majority  in  num- 
ber, and  superior  in  strength,  it  is  not  at  present 
in  our  power  to  build  up  and  enforce  them.    The 
unavoidable  state  of  the  world  must  be  submitted 
to,  until  human  nature  shall,  by  its  Great  Author, 
be  corrected.    Nor  can  we,  from  what  we  have 
experienced,  promise  ourselves,  from  foreign  war, 
an  increase  of  traoquiliitv  at  home.    But  we  are 
authorized,  and  are  bound  to  ])rovide  for  oar  com- 
mon defence,  and  to  raise  armies,  as  well  of  reg- 
uUrs  as  militia,  for  that  purpose,  whenever  the 
unfortunate  situation  of  our  country  may  render 
such  a  measure  necessary ;  and  our  raising  of  a 
regular  army  could  never  have  been  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  for  any  other 
purpose,  and  therefore  give  no  authority  so  to  do, 
and,  as  if  conscious  that  this  were  the  case,  the 
committee  that  penned  the  act  passed  by  Con- 
gress in  June  last,  declaring  war,  made  use  of  a 
form  altogether  unusual  in  other  countries  on 
similar  occasions.    The  ^ct  declares  that  '^  war 
exists  between  the  United  Kinedoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  United  States;" 
going  upon  the  idea,  that  hostilities  had  then  been 
actually  commenced  a|[ainst  us  by  that  Govern* 
ment,  and  our  c^.untry  invaded  by  a  British  armed 
force.    Such  a  doctrine  would  have  been  very 
proper,  and  it  might  have  been  proper  to  raise  ar- 
mies in  pursuance  of  it,  had  it  been  true.    But 
such  was  not  the  fact.  No  hostile  invasion  of  the 
country,  by  the  British  Government,  had  then 
been  made,  attempted  or  threatened.    But  some 
may  say,  and  do  say,  that,  if  it  were  not  a  point 
then,  it  is^now,  and  that,  therefore,  if  we  had  no 
right  to  raise  regular  armies  then,  it  being  a  time 
of  peace,  we  may  feel  ourselves  fully  authorized 
now,  since  war  has  been  declared,  to  raise  new 
ones,  or  make  additions  to  the  old.    This,  indeed,, 
would  be  contrary  to  a  principle  universally  re- 
ceived and  adopted,  that  no  one  should  be  per- 
mitted to  take  the  advantage  of  his  own  wrong. 

I  know  it  is  a  doctrine,  that  the  ruling  party 
in  this  country,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House> 
are  every  day  zealously  endeavoring  to  inculcate, 
that  even  admitting-  the  war  to  have  been  wrong, 
at  its  commencement^  it  has  now  become  the 
Constitutional  duty  of^  its  original  opponents  to 
afford  every  aid  and  encouragement  to  its  prose- 
cution. But  this  is  a  doctrine  that  I  think  no 
one  can  yield  his  assent  to,  till  he  is  made  to  be- 
lieve, that  two  lines,  constantly  diverging,  may 
finally  meet  in  the  same  point.  If  our  country 
has  been  in  any  degree  invaded,  and.  such  inva- 
sion be  in  consequence  of  our  having  first  in- 
vaded the  territories  of  the  invaders,  it  is  proper 
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for  w^  bv  wiiMrawia^  tbe  eanse,  to  pot  an  end 
to  the  effect.  The  list^  and  not  tlie  least  object 
of  tbe  powers  gWen  bv  tbe  Constitstion^  is  *^  to 
aecQre  the  Uessings  or  liberty  to  ovrseives,  and 
o«r  pooterily.''  Many  argomeots  caoiior  be  se- 
cessary  to  show  tbe  tendency  of  foreign -wars  to 
destroy  liberty.  I  beliere  history  does  not  far- 
nisb  an  instance  of  any  people  long  free,  after 
engagioi^  in  the  mad  projects  of  foreign  conquest. 
While  Ronae  was  content  with  her  ancient  boon- 
daries,  her  inbabitaato  were  blest  with  freedom; 
bat,  afterwards,  jealousies,  tamnlts^  ineofreotions, 
and  seditions,  and  those  two  great  plagnes  and 
aeonrges  of  maakind,  anarchy  and  tyraaay,  follow- 
ing in  tbe  train ,  destroyed  erery  vestige  of  liber- 
ty amoDff  that  people.  Is  there  any  liberty  left 
miDOog  tbe  people  of  France,  or  of  those  countries, 
that  France  has  conquered  ?  Fortunate  for  them, 
if  they  are  less  enlightened  than  we  are ;  for,  in 
eQch  case^  though  slates,  they  may  not  be  quite 
so  miserable  ones.  <<  The  Tcry  age  and  body  of 
our  CoDstittttion.  its  form  and  pressure,"  indica- 
liYC  of  tbe  genias  and  temper  of  the  people  that 
adopted  it,  are  ail  opposed  to  the  prosecution  of 
wars  for  conquest.  Such  enterprisetf  must  not 
be  undertaken,  os  the  Constitution  most  be  de- 
stroyed. Gentlemen  seem  already  inclined  to 
attrtbnie  tbe  disgrace  and  defeats  that  have 
bitberto  marked  our  progress  in  this  war,  rather 
to  tbe  form  and  Constitution  of  our  GoTemmeat, 
than  to  tbe  wealoaess  and  folly  of  its  Adminis- 
tration. The  French  Emperor  has  been  extol- 
led, and  his  mode  of.  oondoctiDg  #ars  has  been 
flsore  than  intimated  as  being  worth  our  imita- 
tion, if,  in  making  foreign  conquests,  we  would 
have  bis  success,  we  must  make  use  of  hie  means, 
and  then  we  may  bid  adieu  to  oar  former  happy 
institutions,  our  laws,  and  our  liberty.  On  this 
ground,  therefore,  I  am  opposed  to  the  progress 
of  this  waib  But  if  I  had  not  a  scruple  left,  as  to 
the  antbority  given  to  Congress  by  the  Consti- 
tution to  make  this  war  for  conquest,  (and  per- 
baps  I  ought  not  to  have,)  my  sense  of  its  inex- 
pediency, while  I  shall  baTo  any  regard  for  the 
weiiare  and  prosperity  of  my  country,  will  for- 
ever forbid  my  giving  it  the  smallest  aid. 

A  war,  admitting  oircumstances  to  be  such  as 
to  rendec  it  justifiable  on  moral  principle,  (and 
an  offensive  war  I  think  never  can  be,)  and  ad- 
mitting, also,  that  the  Government  of  the  country 
is  aothoriaed  by  its  Constitution  to  make  it,  may 
be  expedient  or  inexpedient,  according  to  the 
valae  of  tbe  object  proposed  to  be  obtained,  the 
probability  of  obtaining  it,  and  the  inconvenience 
and  expense  attending  it.  The  avowed  object 
of  proffressing  in  the  war  that  has  been  under- 
taken, for  which  these  men^  are  proposed  to  be 
raised,  is  the  conquest  of  the  Canadas,  and,  some 
say,  all  tbe  British  possessions  in  America.  Of 
what  probable  value  will  tbe  Canadas  be  to  the 
United  States,  should  we  succeed  in  conquering 
them?  Do  we  want  more  land?  We  now 
bave  within  the  country,  over  whi^h  tbe  Consti- 
tution was  intended  to  give  jurisdiction,  many 
millions  of  acres,  as  yet  untrodden  by  the  foot 
of  civilized  man.    Do  we  want  a  conqueMd  pac^ 


pie,  tlut  cannot  be  kept  in  subjection  without 
a  permaaent  regular  army  ?  Or  is  it  intended, 
when  conquered,  to  embrace  them  as  fellow-cit- 
iceas  ?  The  Canadians  are  British  subjects,  they 
bave  British  prejudices,  and  are  atuiehed  to  the 
British  Government;  and  shall  we  be  willing 
that  they  should  have  an  hand  in  governing  us, 
and  thereby  increase  the  British  influence  among 
us,  said  to  be  too  great  already  ?  I  think  not. 
The  condition  of  our  country  must  be  vastly  more 
happy  without  holding  them,  either  as  conquered 
provinces,  or  taking,  them  into  any  connexion 
with  us.  They  wish  not  to  injure  us ;  we  ought 
not  to  injure  them.  But  what  is  the  probabiutjr 
of  our  speedily  effecting  this  miffhty  conquest,  if 
we  could  anticipate  any  great  benefit  or  advan- 
tage from  it?  Our  past  attempt  affords  little 
encouragement  as  to  the  future.  Our  troops, 
though  they  might  be  valiant  in  a  better  cause, 
have  given  little  evidence  of  their  zeal  in  this. 
£xperience  has  indeed  established  tbe  fact,  that 
it  is  no  easy  task  to  conquer  any  people,  deter- 
mined to  defend  themselves,  unless  recourse  is 
had  to  those  intrigues  which  we  condemn  in 
other^  nations.  It  is  true,  that  this  very  countrjr 
has  been  once  conqneced;  but,  at  that  time  it 
eontained  but  a  small  proportion  of  inhabitants 
to  what  it  now  does ;  and  it  may  be  well  recol- 
lected, that  that  conquest  was  not  effected  till 
after  a  severe  struggle  of  a  number  of  years  co»- 
tinuaace,  by  the  people  tben  tnhabitiag  the  terri- 
tory now  constituting  the  United  States,.aided  br 
tbe  land  and  naval  forces  of  Great  Britain,  witb 
a  man  at  their  head,  whoj  for  that  very  exploit, 
tben  thought  almost  miraculous,  has  been  cele^ 
bra  ted  in  song  from  that  day  to  this. 

Bat  altbongb  it  may-  be  admitted  possible,  that 
with  jmany  and  great  difficulties^  the  loss  of  muck 
blood,  and  the  expense  of  much  treasure,  such  a 
conquest  may  be  made,  provided  the  whole  phye- 
ical  strenffih  of  the  United  States  could  at  once 
be  pointed  to  that  object,  yet  tbe  prospect  is  still 
dubious ;  for  a  union  in  such  an  enterprise  can- 
not at  present  take  place.  And  the  reason  ic 
plain  $  it  is  because  the  people  cannot  be  made  to 
believe  it.  an  object  wor^b  their  pursuit.  The 
gentlemen  who  are  the  advocates  of  this  war, 
are  constantly  complaining  of  a  want  of  union 
among  the  people  in  its  prosecution,  and  calling 
upon  as  to  unite  with  them ;  but  this  cannot  be 
without  the  sacrifice  of  principle,  which  we  ouffbt 
to  hold  more  valuable  than  both  Canadas.  Nor 
can  the  people  be  ever  induced  to  make  this  con- 
quest an  object  with  them,  as  long  as  they  are 
permitted  to  think  and  speak  and  act  for  them- 
selves ;  and  how  long  that  will  be,  is  known  only 
to  Him  who  holds  the  destinies  of  nations  in  Hie 
hands,  and  to  whose  all-seeing  eye  the  past  and 
tbe  future  are  equally  open.  But,  bowever  alarm- 
ing may  be  the  prospect  and  bowever  confident 
we  may  be  of  accomplishing  the  design,  it  would 
bave  been  wise  in  us  before  we  beaan,  and  it 
will  be  wise  in  us  now,  before  we  farther  proceed 
in  our  attempts  to  conquer  those  countries,  wcU 
to  consider  what  will  be  tbe  probable  cost.  And 
here  I  moat  zequaat  the  aid  of  those  that  are 
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more  eurioos  «t  computation  than  myseifj  to  east 
Qp  the  mighty  sum.  If  it  be  odIv  forty  millions  a 
yeair,  as  some  gentlemen  candialy  suppose,  and 
seven  years  in  the  operation,  it  wiil  be  iwo  hun- 
dred and  eighty  millioos;  a  sum,  that  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States  cannot  at  present  pay, 
and  the  very  interest  of  which  most  oe  an  intol- 
erable burden  for  many  years  to  eoroe.  Of  this, 
they  will  be  made  sensible,  when  the  tax-gather- 
ers shall  be  found  knocking  at  the  poor  man's 
door.  And  if  the  possession  of  the  Canadas  should 
be  acquired,  they  cannot  be  retained  to  any  Tal- 
uable  purpose  to  us,  nor  without  ruin  to  the  in- 
habitants, unless  we  can  also  command  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  their  only  outlet  to  the  ocean;  and 
in  order  to  this,  we  roust  also  have  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Nora  Scotia.  The  conquest  of  tboae 
countries  has  indeed  been  talked  of  (though  some- 
what faintly)  as  being  within  the  rtew  of  the 
advocates  of  the  war.  The  taking  of  Halifax 
may  be  a  picture  in  the  head  of  fame,  but  if  at- 
tempted with  our  present  means,  will  be  found  to 
be  a  pang  in  the  heart  of  many.  The  thing  may 
be  talked  of  pompously,  it  mav  be  'even  recom- 
nended  gravely;  but,  after  all,  our  experience 
must  despair  of  it  irretrievably.  But  if  the  pos> 
session  of  these  British  provinces  be  attainablls, 
and  if  easily  attained,  will  this  be  likely  to  have 
the  effect  of  inducing  that  Gk)vernmeQt  against 
which  we  are  ccmductio^  this  war,  to  relinquish 
the  claim  relating  to  the  impressment  of  seamen ; 
which  seems  to  be  the  great,  and,  indeed,  at  pres- 
ent, the  only  point  of  dispute  between  us?  If 
not.  then  our  wishes  will  not  give  us  our  wish, 
mna  suecces  will  only  teach  us  to  despair.  Gk'n- 
tlemen  say  that  Great  Britain,  when  more  de- 
pressed than  she  is  now,  when  surrounded  by  a 
world  in  arms,  would  pay  no  attention  to  our  re- 
monstrances on  (hat  subject.  And  do.  we  expect 
to  coerce  that  nation  into  a  eompliance  with  oar 
demands,  by  taking  from  her  a  little,  froami,  bar- 
ren territory,  whtca  has  been  to  her,  as4t  must 
be  to  us,  if  acquired,  more  expense  in  keeping  it, 
than  any  advantage  that  ever  has  been,  or  ever 
can  he  derived  from  it?  If  we  wish  toestablish 
and  secure  our  rights  upon  the  water,  it  is  upon 
that  element  that  we  roust  be  prepared  to  con- 
tend, if  we  contend  at  all.  That  a  single  native 
American  citizen  should  be  taken  on  board  a  Brit^ 
kh  ship  of  war,  and  be  there  compelled  to  serve 
against  his  will,  is  much  to  be  regretted;  and  that 
there  have  been  such  instances  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt;  although  I  believe  the  number  to  be  much 
•mailer  than  has  generally  been  represented.  But 
it  being  acknowledged  to  be  an  evil,  and  a  great 
eril,  the  question  is,  what  is  the  proper  remedy  to 
be  applied;  and  what  remedy  we  are  able  to  ap- 
ply, without  increasing,  rather  than  diminishing 
the  evil.  The  evil  has  grown  out  of  ciroum- 
stancea  beyond  our  control.  Before  the  war  com- 
menced between  England  and  France,  we  had 
no  complaints  on  this  subject  to  make;  and  prob- 
ably never  should  have  had,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  great  similarity  in  language^  complexion, 
l&abits,.and  ukanners,  that  exists  between  theRnf-' 
liah  aiid  American  sailors;  and  iuid  it  not  beeA|  J 


that  many  of  tbe  farmer  bad  came  into  o«e 
vice.    Tbe  British  GovernaMOt,  altheogh  they 
always  insisted  on  their  right  to  the  services  of 
their  own  men  in  time  of  war,  have  never  clainn* 
ed  oura,  but  have  always  expressed  a  wiHiagmem 
to  release  any  that  might  be  in  their  employ,  that 
should  be  ascertained  to  be  American.    Henec^ 
though  the  impressment  of  ^our  seamen  has  bees 
a  subject  of  complaint  under  every  Admioistra- 
tion,  it  has  always  been  eoi>sidere«^  until  tbe 
present  unfortunate  crisis,  as  a  thing  to  be  obvia- 
ted by  negotiation  rather  than  war.    And  if  tbe 
passions  excited  by  tbe  Revolution  had  not  sur- 
vived that  struggle,  and  the  calamities  ot*  that 
war  had  been  forgotten  when  tiie  sword  was 
sheathed,  there  would  probably  have  been  niacb 
leas  difficulty  in  coming  to  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment on  this  subject,  than  there  has  been.     In- 
deed, if  the  treaty  negotiated  by  the  preaeot  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  1806.  had  been  accepted  and 
confirmed  by  the  then  Bxecutive  of  the  United 
States,  we  might  have  still  remained  a  prosper- 
ous and  happy  people,  and  escaped  all  tbe  calam- 
ities of  the  present  war.    Those,  therefore,  that 
delight  in  war,  may  bless  the  memory  of  tiiat 
man  $  but  those  that  prefer  peace  must  exeerate 
it  forever. 

There  are  evils  in  the  world,  that  arka  cwt  of 
the  present  unconnected  state  of  human  nature, 
from  which  we  cannot  claim  nor  expeet  a  total 
exemption.  From  the  wars  ia  Europe  our  eom- 
try  has  derived  great  advantaffes-— advantagea 
that  have  been  more  than  a  balance  for  all  tbe 
eviis  we  have  suffered  from  them.  Was  it,  thaa. 
wise  and  prudent  in  us  to  cast  this  balance  ot 
good  away,  because  we  could  not  obtain  aa  entiie 
exemption  from  evil?  Or  is  it  now  wise  in  as  to 
continue  the  war  against  England  because,  ia 
seeking  for  their  own  men  that  have  been  ukea 
on  board  oik  vessels,  they  may,  by  mistake,  take 
and  for  some  time  detain  some  of  ours,  w^en  it 
is  ceruin  that  this  will  put  in  their  power  tea 
times  as  many  whose  release  we  shall  be  uaaUs 
to  procure  till  the  war  is  ended? 

Qeotlemea.  uareluctant  at  the  destructioa  ef 
the  harmless  Canadians,  in  order  to  impress  on 
our  minds  the  necessity  of  a  further  progress  in 
the  war,  have  endeavored  to  awaken  our  sympa- 
thies by  a  recital  of  Indian  barbarities.  But, 
however  savage  and  barbarous  when  firovoked, 
it  will  be  found  on  examination  that  that  wretch- 
ed portion  of  the  human  race  '*  are  more  sinned 
against  than  sinning."  They  will  leave  us  ua- 
disturbed  if  we  do  not  disturb  them.  After  aU, 
if  nothing  else  be  sufficient  to  rouae  the  people  to 
arms,  it  ta  said  that  ouc  honor  as  a  nation  is  at 
stake,  and  we  must  fight  for  that,  and  for  that  the 
patriotism  of  the  country  is  to  be  put  in  requisi- 
tion and  tested.  There  was  a  time  when  paui- 
otisra  was  a  word  of  pleasing  impa«'t,  honor  of 
charming  sound;  the  one  struck  the  imagination, 
aud  the  other  engaged  the  affections  with  a  fond, 
a  winning  address.  But  these  words  seem  now 
to  have  lost  their  original  meaning,  and  having 
become  so  tarnished  by  so>  frequently  passing 
through  the  mouths  of  suob  and  so  many,  it  is 
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almcwt  tine  to  lay  tlwm  Midt  at  iatlegant  «ikI 
obsolete.     Tfeat  prioeiple,  OBce  known  by  the 
term  of  booor,  is  always  witbin  oar  own  keeping. 
If  we  bare  lost  it,  it  is  a  fault  of  our  own  and  not 
cbatgeabie  to  tbe  conduct  of  any  other  nation  or 
GoTerDmeiit,  and  we  cannot  regain  it  by  ightiag; 
aad  if  we  have  it,  and  cboose  to  keep  it,  not  even 
tbe  great  Napoleon  binself  can  deprive  us  of  it, 
Dptwithstandiog*  be  may  see  fit  to  publish  to  tbe 
world,  a's  be  bas  done,  tbat  we  are  a  peopie 
^'witboat  just  political  rieWs,  wiihout  booesty, 
and  witbout  boner-*tbat  oar  independence  is  but 
a  name,  and  Congress  inferior  to  a  Jamaica  As* 
sembiy."     If  we  be  true  to  ourselves  and  just  to 
others,  and  act  like  a  nation  of  Christians,  we 
sball  be  honorable.    Nor  shall  we  gire  any  very 
strong  eridence  of  lore  to  our  country  by  engaging 
in  a  contest  wberein  tbe  certaib  loss  might  fsr 
exceed  tbe  probable  gaia.    Tbe  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  bare  told  us  tbat  they  are  not 
of  tbat  sect  tbat  worship  at  tbe  sbrii^e  of  calcu- 
lating avarice;  but  unless  we  caa  procure  some- 
thing from  tbat  sect  with  which  to  make  a  sacri- 
fice at  tbe  shrine  of  ambition,  the  deity  who 
there  presides  will  not  look  upon  as  with  a  rer/ 
propitious -eye.    It  is  tbe  palm  and  not  tbe  laurels 
tbat  this  nation  waists.    I  am  sensible  tbat  Op- 
position to  tbe  present  war  is  considered  by  some 
as  eridence  of  a  friendly  disposition  towards 
Great  Britain  and  hostility  to  our  own  country. 
Bat  in  this  geatlemea  are, mistaken.    It  is  be- 
eaoKe  I  lore  my  eountrr  tbat  I  bMe  the  war.    It 
is  true  that  man^r  of  the  institutions  and  laws, 
tbat  are   of  British  origin,  which  hare  been 
adopted  and  practised  apon  in  tbe  United  States 
and  beoome  part  of  our  common  law,  cannot  fail 
to  attract  the  admiration  and  approbation  of 
erery^  well  informed  and  well  disposed  mao«-and 
if  this  be  sufikient  to  denominate  a  British  parti- 
san then  I  am  not  unambitioas  of  tbe  name.    But 
baring  been  born  in  this  country,  baring  lired  in 
it  from  my  birth,  being  able  to  trace  up  my  an- 
cestry in  it  for  more  than  a  century,  and  baring 
no  connexions  .abroad,  in  interest  or  affection,  my 
riews  and  my  feelings  are  wholly  American. 
Some  gentlemen  hare  undertaken  to  state  tbat 
theire  is  a  party  in  this  country  prejudiced  against 
their  own,  and  strongly  in  rarer  of  the  Britii^ 
Administration.^   And  to  prore  this  the  Henry 
plot  (so  called)  has  been  introduced  into  tbe  dis- 
cussion, as  containing  some  rery  raluable  dis- 
coreries,  which,    admitted   to    bare    cost  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  are  affirmed  to  b^  worth  a  mil- 
lion.   Those  communications,  bowerer,  when 
thoroughly  examined,  ieire  not  found  to  contain 
anything  rery  new,  and  pt  course  one  might 
suppose  them  not  to  be  quite  so  raluable.    For 
although  it  is  therein  stated  tbat  tbe  then  Ad- 
ministration was  ^a  muddy  commixture  of  folly, 
weakness,  and  doplicitv,"  assurance  is  giren  tbat 
''the  opposition  party  do  not  freely  entertain  tbe 
project  of  withdrawing  tbe  Eastern  States  from 
.  tbe  Union."    But  if  indeed  those  discoreries 
were  worth  a  million  of  dollars,  they  were  net 
worth  the  sacrifice  of  a  single  troth  by  an  honest 
man.    The  communication  of  them  was  made 


to  Congress  on, tbe  9th  of  Maseh  last,  as  hariag 
been  receired  in  a  letter  dated  at  Pbiladelpbia, 
the  20tb  of  February  last,  notwithstanding  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  tbey  were  bought  and  paid 
for  as  early  as  tbe  lltb  of  the  same  month. 

I  hare  never  been  made  to  beliere  that  there 
is  any  number  of  men  in  this  country  that  wish, 
or  who  would  -acqui^ce  in  its  subjection  to 
Grent  Britain,  nor  indeed  to  France.  Yet  it  is 
impossible  for  me  wholly  to  exclude  from  my 
mind  tbe  belief  tbat  our  Administration,  either 
through  fear,  favor,  or  affection,  have  been  in 
some  degree  partial  to  tbe  latter.  As  evidence 
of  it,  it  IS  unnecessary,  at  present,  to  look  any 
further  back  than  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  May,  1810,  from  which,  through  a  chain  of 
events,  the  present  war  has  resulted.  That  act 
invited,  in  a  new  form,  a  termioation  of  tbe 
French  edicts  and  tbe  British  Orders  in  Council 
against  our  helitral  commerce;  bat  it  was  unfor- 
tunately passed  without  a  full  knowledge  of  our 
existing  relations  with  tbe  former  at  the  time. 
Tbe  French  Emperor,  on  the  23d  of  March  pre- 
ceding, bad  made  a  decree,  which  bad  not  then 
been  published,  and  was  to  us  wholly  unknown, 
for  the  sequestration  of  all  American  propcrtr 
found  within  bis  ports.  This  violent  proceeding 
agHinst  every  prinieiple  of  justice  having  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  our  Government,  tbe  then  Sec- 
retary of-  State,  in  bis  letter  of  tbe  5tb  of  June 
following,  very  properly  directed  Mr.  Armstrong 
to.  inform  tb^  French  Government  that  if  the 
arrangement  contemplated  by  tbe  law  should  be 
acceptable,  yet  it  was  not  the  purpose  of  the 
President  to. proceed  in  giving  it  effect,  in  case 
tbe  late  seizure  of  the  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  should  have  been  followed  by 
an  alMolute  confiscation*  and  restoration  finally 
refusal  and  yet,  after  being  informed  by  Mr. 
Armstrong's  letter  of  the  12th  of  September  tbat 
such  restoration  had  been  absolutely  refused,  be 
did  proceed  in  giving  effiect  to  tbe  war,  in  favor 
of;France.  And  in  a  letter  of  our  Sedretary  lo 
Mr.  Armstrong  of  the  15th  of  July,  in  the  same 
year,  he  very  humbly  states,  tbat,  ^*if  it  should  be 
^  necessary  for  you  to  meet  the  question,  whether 
^  the  qon-intercourse  will  be  removed  against 
^  Great  Britain,  in  case  she  should  not  compre- 
'  bend,  in  tbe  repeal  of  her  edicts,  her  blockades, 

*  which  are  not  consistent  with  the  laws  of  na- 
'  tions,  vou  may,  should  it  be  found  necessary. 

*  let  it  oe  understood  tbat  a  repeal  of  the  illegal 
'  blockades  of  a  date  prior  to  tbe  Berlin  decree, 
^  namely,  tbat  of  May  1806,  will  be  included  in 
'  tbe  condition  required  of  Great  Britain,"  a  thing 
not  named  in  the  arrangement  made  with  Mr. 
Erskine,  nor  contemplated  when  the  act  of  May 
was  passed.  He  then  goes  on  to  say,  in  a  strain 
still  more  bumble,  that  ^^  with  respect  to  blookadee 

*  of  a  subsequent  date,  or  not  against  France,  you 

*  will  press  the  reasonableness  of  leaving  theoL 
^  together  with  future  blockades,  not  warranted 
^  by  public  law,  to  be  proceeded  against  by  the 
'  United  States,  in  the  manner  tbey  may  choose 
^  to  adppu**  Now,  Why  all  this  should  be  said, 
unless  there  be  aoma  secret  understanding,  that 
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nothiDg  is  to  be  done  by  our  GoTeroment  withoot 
the  coDftPDt  of  that  of  France,  even  when  the  ia- 
terest  of  France  it  not  concerned,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine.  At  any  rate^  we  are  now  engaged  in 
a  war  on  the  side  ot  France  against  Great  Britain, 
and  the  effect  of  it  must  be,  if  it  has  any  effect 
at  all,  other  than  bringing  roin  on  ourselves,  to 
increase  the  power  of  the  former,  and  diminish 
or  destroy  that  of  the  latter;  and  thus  we  are  to 
assist  the  great  Napoleon,  in  whose  hands  a 
.treat jr  is  no  more  than  a  twist  of  rotten  silk,  in 
all  his  projects  of  ambition, 

^  To  canton  out  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth, 
In  frantic  fits  of  visionary  power, 
To  soothe  his  pride,  and  bribe  his  felh>w-madmen.'' 

To  this  I  cannot  give  my  consent;  but  even  at 
the  hazard  of  the  imoutation  of  being  a  British 
partisan,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  say  that  I 
lejoice  that  there  is  still  remaining  on  earth  one 
nation  whose  monarch  has  the  power,  and  in  the 
hearts  of  whose  subjects  there  is  a  disposition  to 
set  bounds  to  the  overwhelming  influence  of  that 
man,  who,  like  some  proud  river  that  has  left  his 
banks,  is  threatening  inundation  to  the  world. 
My  soul  sickens  at  the  thought  of  progressing  in 
this  war — I  cannot,  I  will  not  vote  for  this  bilL 

Mr.  H.  Clat  (Bpeaker]f  said  he  was  gratified 

Yesterday  by  the  recommitment  of  tbis  bill  to  a 
'Ommittee  of  the  whole  House,  from  two  con- 
siderations: one,  since  it  afforded  to -him  a  slight 
relaxatioB  from  a  most  fatifuine  situation;  and 
the  other,  because -it  furnished  him  with  an  op- 
portunity of  presenting  to  the  Committee  his 
sentiments  upon  the  important  topics  which  had 
been  mingled  in  the  debate.  He  regretted,  how- 
ever,'the  necessity  under  which  the  Cbairman 
had  been  placed  of  putting  the  question,*  preclu- 
ded him  from  an  opportunity  he  had  wished  to 
have  enjoyed  of  rendering  more  acceptable  to 
the  Committee  anything  he  might  have  to  offer 
on  the  interesting  points  it  was  his  dnty  to  touch. 
Unprepared,  however,  ms  he  was  to  speak  on  this 
day,  of  which  he  was  more  sensible  freiA  the  ill 
state  of  his  health,  he  would  solicit  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  for  a  few  moments. 

I  was  a  little  astonished,  I  confess,  said  Mr.  C, 
when  1  found  this  bill  permitted  to  pass  silently 
through  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that, 
not  until  the  moment  when  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put  for  its  third  reading,  was  it  se- 
lected as  that  subject  on  which  gentlemen  in  the 
opposition  chose  to  lay  before  the  House  their 
yiews  of  the  interesting  attitude  in  which  the 
nation  stands.  It  did  appear  to  me  that  the  loan 
bill,  which  will  soon  eome  before  oa,  would  hate 
afibrded  a  much  more  proper  occasion,  it  being 
more  essential,  as  providing  the  ways  and  means 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  But  the  gentle- 
men had  the  right  of  seleeiion,  and  having  ex- 
ercised it,  no  matter  how  fiaproperly,  i  am  grat- 
ified, whatever  I  may  think  of  the  character  of 

*  The  Chairman  had  risen  to  put  the  qneation, 
which  would  have  cut  Mr.  C.  off  from  the  chance  of 
■peskingyby  returning  the  bill  to  the  House. 


some  part  of  the  debate,  at  the  latitude  m  wrhieh 
for  once  they  have  indulged.  I  claim  0017*,  in 
return,  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  and  of  the  Committee,  a  like  ind alienee 
in  expressing,  with  the  same  unrestrained  free- 
dom, my  sentiments.  Perhaps  in  the  course  of 
the  remarks,  which  I  may  feel  myself  called  upon 
to  make,  said  he,  gentlemen  maj  appreheod  that 
they  assume  too  harsh  an  aspect ;  I  have  only 
now  to  say  that  I  shall  speak  of  parties,  meas- 
ures, and  things,  as  they  strike  my  montl  sease, 
protesting  against  the  imputation  of  any  inte»- 
tion  on  my  pavf  to  wound  the  feelings  o£  any 
gentleman. 

Conaidering  the  situation  in  which  this  coun- 
try is  now  placed,  in  a  state  of  actual  war  with 
one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on  the  earth,  it 
may  not  be  useless  to  take  a  viewof  the  past,  of 
various  parties  which  have  at  different  times  ap- 
peared in  this  country,  and  to  attend  to  the  man- 
ner by  which  we  have  been  driven  from  a  |ieaee- 
ful  posture.     Such  an  inquiry  may  assist  in 
guiding  us  to  that  result — ^an  honorable  peace — 
which  must  be  the  sincere  desire  of  every  friend  to 
America.   The  course  of  tha  t  opposition,  by  which 
the  administration  of  the  Government  had  been 
unremittingly  impeded  for, the  laat  twelve  years, 
was  singular,  and.  I  believe,  unexampled  in  the 
history  of  any  country.    It  has  been  alike  the 
duty  and  the  interest  of  the  Administration  to 
preserve  peace.    Their  duty,  because  it  is  neces- 
sary to  the  growth  of  an  infant  people,  their 
genius,  and  their  habits.    Their  interest,  because 
a  change  of  the  condition  of  the  nation  brings 
along  with  it  a  danger  of  the  loss  of  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people.    The  Administration  has 
not  been  forgetful  of  these  solemn  obligations. 
No  art  ha^  been  left  unessayed  ;  no  experieaeat, 
promising  a  favorable  reault,  left  untried  to  main- 
tain the  peaceful  relations  of  the  coantry.  When, 
some  six  or  seven  years  a^o,  the  afiairs  of  the 
nation  assuaaed  a  tnreatening  aspect,  a  partial 
non-importation  was  adopted.     As  they  grew 
more  alarming,  an  embargo  was  imposed.    It 
would  have  attained  its  purpose,  but  it  was  sae- 
rificed  upon  the  altar  of  conciliation.    Vain  and 
fruitless  attempt  to  propitiate  I    Then  came  a 
law  of  non-intercourse,  and  a  general  non-im- 
portation followed  in  tha  train.    In  the  mean- 
time, any  indication  of  a  return  to  the  poblic 
law  and  the  path  of  iustice,  00  the  part  of  either 
belligerent,  are  seixed  with  avidity  by  the  Admin- 
istration-—the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine  is 
concluded.    It  is  first  applauded,  and  then  cen- 
sured by  the  opposition.    No  matter  with  what 
sincerity  the  Administration  cultivates  peace,  the 
opposition  will  insist  that  it  alone  is  culpable  for 
any  breach  between  the  two  countries.    Because 
the  President  thought  proper,  in  accepting  the 
proffered  reparation  for  the.  attack  on  a  national 
vessel,  to  intimate  that  it  would  have  better  com- 
ported with  the  justice  of  Che  King  (and  who 
does  not  think  so?)  to  punish  the  offending  officer, 
the  opposition,  entering  into  tbe  royal  feelings, 
BeeB  in  that  imaginary  insult  abaadant  cause  for 
rejecting  Mr.  Erskine's  axrangement.    On  ano- 
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ther  occasion,  yoa  eanoot  ha:Te  forgotten  tb«  hy- 
peroritieal  iDgenoitjr  which  they  displayed  to 
diTest  Mr.  Jacksonfs  correspondence  of  a  pre- 
meditated iDsolt  to  this  country.  If  gentlemen 
would  only  reserve  for  their  own  GbTernment 
half  the  sensibility  which  is  iodalged  for  that  of 
Great  Britain,  they  would  fiod  moch  less  to  con- 
demn. Re8tricti<^n  after  restriction  has  been  tried ; 
negotiation  has  been  resorted  to,  until  longer  to 
haYe  negotiated  Would  have  been  disgraceful. 
Whilst  these  peaceful  experiments  are  undergo* 
log  a  trial,  what  is  the  conduct  of  the  opposition  ? 
They  are  the  champions  of  war;  the  proud,  the 
spirited,  the  sole  repository  of  the  nation's  honor; 
tne  exclusive  men  of  vigor  and  energy.  The 
Administration,  on  the  contrary,  is  Weak,  feeble, 
and  posillanimousr-^  incapable  of  being  kicked 
into  a  war."  The  msxim,  **  not  a  cent  for  trib- 
ute, miliioos  for  defence,"  is  loudly  proclaimed. 
Is  the  Administration  for  negotiation  11  The  op- 
position is  tired,  sick,  disgusted  with  negotiation. 
They  want  ta  draw  the  sword  and  avenge  the 
nation's  wrongs.  When,  at  length,  foreign  na- 
tions, perhaps,  emboldened  by  the  very  opposi* 
tion  nere  made,  refused  to  listen  to  the  amicable 
appeals  ma^e,  and  repeated  and  reiterated  by  the 
Aq ministration,  to  their  justice  and  to  their  in- 
terests ;  when,  in  fact,  war  with  one  of  them  be- 
came identified  with  our  independence  and  our 
sovereignty,  and  it  was  no  lon|^er  possible  to  ab- 
stain from  it,  behold  the  opposition  becoming  the 
friends  of  peace  and  of  commerce.  They  tell 
you  of  the  calamities  of  war ;  its  tragfeal  events ; 
the  sqnaaderiAg  away  of  your  resources;  the 
waste  of  the  public  treasure,  and  the  spilling  of 
innocent  blood.  They  tell  yon  that  honor  is  an 
illusion  I  Now  we  see  them  exhibiting  the  ter- 
rific forms  of  the  roaring  king  /of  the  forest. 
Now  the  meekness  and  humility  of  the  lamb ! 
The^  are  for  war,  and  no  restrictions,  when  the 
Administration  is  for  peace;  they  are  for  ]>eace 
and  restrictions,  when  the  Administration  is  for 
war.  You  find  them,  sir,  tacking  with  every 
gale,  displaying  the  colors  of  ^yery  party,  and  m 
all  nations,  steady  only  in  one  unalterable  pur^ 
pose:  to  steer,  if  possible,  into. the  hav^n  of 
power. 

Dtiring  all  this  time  the  parasites  of  opposi- 
tion do  not  fail  by  cunning  sarcasm  or  sly  inu- 
endo  to  throw  out  the  idea  of  French  influence, 
vbich  is  known  to  be  fiklse;  which  ought  to  be 
met  in  one  manner  only,  and  that  is,  by  the  lie 
direct*  The  Administration  of  this  country  de- 
voted to  foreign  mfluenee!  The  Administra- 
tion of  this  country  subservient  to  France! 
Great  Qod  I  how  is  it  so  influenced  ?  By  what 
ligament,  on  what  basis,  on  what  possible  foun- 
dation, does  it  rest  ?  Is  it  on  similarity  of  lan- 
guage? No!  we  speak  difierent  tongues;  we 
speak  the  English  language.  On  the  resem- 
blance of  our  laws  1  Nal  the  sourcea  of  our 
jurisprudence  spring  from  another  and  a  difier- 
ent country.  <  On  commercial  intercourse  ?  No ! 
we  have  comparatively  none  with;  France.  Is 
it  from  the  correspondence  in  the  genius  of  the 
two  Gbvernments  ?    Noi  here  alone  is  the  lib- 


erty of  man  seeure  from  the  inexorable  despot 
ism  which  everywhere  else  tramples  it  under 
foot.  Where,  then,  is  the  ground  of  such  an  in- 
fluence 7  But,  sir,  I  am  ios'ulting  you  by  argu- 
ing on  «och  a  subject.  Yet,  preposterous  and 
ridiculous  as  the  insinuation  is,  it  is  propagated 
with  so  much  industry,  that  there  are  persons 
found  foolish  and  credulous  enough  to  believe  it. 
You  will,  no  doubt^  think  it  incredible  (but  I 
have  nevertheless  been  told  the  fact)  that  aji 
honorable  member  of  this  House,  now  in  my 
eye,  recently  lost  his  election  by  the  circulation 
of  a  storv  in  bis  district,  that  he  was  the  first 
cousin  of  the  Bmperor  Napoleon.  The  proof 
of  the  charge  was  rested  on  a  statement  of  facts 
which  was  undoubtedly  true.  The  gentleman 
in  question,  it  was  alleged,  bad  married  a  con- 
nexion of  the  lady  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Thom- 
as Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United  States, 
who  some  years  ago  was  in  the  habit  of  wearing 
red  French  breeches.  Now,  taking  these  prem- 
ises as  established,  you.  Mr.  Chairman,  are  too 
good  a  logician  not  to  see  that  the  conclusion 
necessarily  followed !    ' 

Throughout  the  period  he  had  been  speaking 
of,  the  Opposition  had  been  distinguished,  amidst 
all  its  veerings  and  changes,  by  another  inflexi- 
ble feature— *  the  application  of  every  vile  epithet, 
which  our  rich  language  afibrde.  to  Elonaparte. 
He  has  been  compared  to  every  hideous  monster 
and  beast,  from  that  of  the  jRevelatiofu  to  the 
most  insignificant  quadruped.  He  has  been  called 
the  scourge  of  mankind,  the  de^royer  of  Europe, 
the  great  robber,  the  infidel,  and — Heaven  knOws 
by  what  other  names.  Really,  gentlemen  remind 
me  of  an  obscure  lady  in  a  city,  not  very  far  ofl^ 
who  also  took  it  into  her  bead,  in  conversation 
with  an  accomplished  French  gentleman,  to  talk 
of  the  afiairs  of  Europe.  She,  too,  spoke  of  the 
destruction  of  the  balance  of  power ;  stormed  and 
raged  about  theiosatiable  ambition  of  the  Empe- 
ror ;  called  him  the  curse  of  mankind— the  de- 
stroyer of  Europe.  The  Frenchman  listened  to 
her  with  perfect  patience,  and  when  she  bad  ceased, 
said  to  her,  with  ineffitble  politeness:  ^^ Madam, 
it  would  give  my  master,  the  Emperor,  infinite 
pain, if  he  knew  how  hardly  you  thought  of  him." 

Sir,  gentiemenappear  to  me  to  forget  that  they 
stand  on  American  soil;  that  they  are  not  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  but  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States;  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
affairs  of  Europe — the  partition  of  territorv  and 
sovereignty  there — except  in  so  far  as  these  tilings 
affect  the  interests  of  our  own  country.  Oentfe- 
mea  transform  themselves  into  the  Burkes,  Chat- 
hams,  and  Pitts,  oi  another  eonniry,  and  for^t- 
ting,  from  honest  zeal,  the  interests  of  America, 
engage,  with  European  sensibility,  in  the  discus- 
sion of  European  interests.  If  gentlemen  ask  me, 
if  I  do  not  view  with  regret  and  sorrow  the  con- 
centration of  such  vast  power  in  the  hands  of 
Bonaparte  ?  I  reply,  that  1  do.  I  regret  to  see  the 
Emperor  of  China  holding  such  immense  sway 
over  the  fortiuet  of  millions  of  bar  species.    I 
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regret  to  see  Great  Britain  possess ii^f  so  uncon- 
trolled a  command  over  all  the  waters  of  our 
globe.  And  if  1  had  the  abilitjr  to  distribute  among 
the  nations  of  Eurofie  their  several  portions  of 
power  and  of  sovereignty,  I  would  say  that  Hol- 
land should  be  resoscttated,  and  given  the  weight 
she  enjoyed  in  the  days  of  her  De  Witts.  I  would 
confine  France  within  her  natural  boundaries — 
tb^  Alps,  the  Pyrennees,  and  the  Rhine-**and 
make  her  a  secondary  naval  Power  only.  1  would 
abridge  the  British  maritime  power,  raise  Prus- 
sia and  Austria  to  first-rate  Powers,  and  preserve 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire  of  Russia.  But  these 
are  speculations.  1  look  at  the  political  transac- 
tions of  Europe,  with  the  single  exception  of  their 
possible  bearing  upon  us,  as  I  do  at  the  history  of 
other  countries  or  other  times.  I  do  not  survey 
them  with  half  the  interest  that  I  do  the  move- 
meUts  in  South  America.  Our  political  relation 
is  much  less  important  than  it  is  supposed  to  be. 
I  have  no  fears  of  French  or  English  subjugation. 
If  we  are  united,  we  are  too  powerful  for  the  migh- 
tiest nation  in  Europe,  or  ail  Europe  combined. 
If  we  are  separated,  and  torn  asunder,  we  shall 
become  an  easy  prey  to  the  weakest  of  them.  In 
the  latter  dreadful  contingency,  our  country  will 
not  be  worth  preserving. 

Next  to  the  notice  which  the  Opposition  has 
found  itself  called  upon  to  bestow  upon  the  French 
Emperor,  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Virginia,  for- 
merly President  of  the  United  States,  has  never 
for  a  moment  failed  to  receive  their  kindest  and 
most  respecifttl  attention.  An  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Mas8achasetts,(Mr.€lirivoT,)of  whom, 
I. am  sorry  to  say,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me,  in 
the  eoorse  of  my  remarks,  to  take  some  notice,  has 
alluded  to  him  in  a  remarkable  manner.  Neither 
his  retirement  from  public  office,  his  eintnent  ser- 
yiees,  nor  his  ad  fenced  age,  can  exempt  this  ptt- 
triot  from  the  coarse  assaults  of  party-  malevo- 
lence. Not  sir.  In  1801,  be  snatched  from  the 
rude  hands  of  usurpation  the  violated  Constitn* 
tion  of  his  country,  and  UuU  is  his  crimen  He 
preserved  that  instrument,  in  form  and  substance 
and  spirit,  a  precious  inheritance  for  generatic^is 
to  come,  and  for  ihi$  he  can  never  be  forgiven* 
How  Impotent  is  party  rage  directed  against  him  ! 
He  is  not  more  elevate  by  his  lofty  residence, 
upon  the  summit  of  his  own  Cavorite  mountaiui 
than  he  is  lifted  by  the  serenity  of  his  mind,  and 
the  consciousness  of  a  well-spent  life,  above  the 
malignant  passions  and  the  turmoils  of  the  day. 
No ;  his  own  beloved  Monticello  is  not  less  mored 
by  the  storms  that  beat  against  its  sides  than  he 
hears  with  composure  (if  he  hears  at  all)  the 
bowlings  of  the  whole  British  pack,  set  Ipose  from 
the  Essex  kennel !  When  the  gentleman  to  whom 
I  have  been  compelled  to  allude  shall  have  min- 
gled his  dust  with  that  of  hn  abused  ancestors ; 
when  be  shall  be  consigned  to  oblivion,  or,  if  he 
lives  at  all,  shall  live  onlv  in  the  treasonable  an* 
nals  of  a  certain  junto ;.  the  name  of  JsppEKaoH 
will  be  hailed  as  the  second  founder  of  the  liber- 
ties of  this  people,  and  the  period  of  bis  adminis- 
tration will  be  looked  back  to  as  one  of  the  hap- 
piest and  brightest  epochs  in  American  history. 


I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon;  he  has  eecured  te 
himself  a  more  imperishable  fame.    I  think  U  "was 
about  this  tiofte  four  years  ago,  that  the  gentle- 
man submitted  to  the  House  of  Represeo  tat  ires 
an  initiative  proposition  for  an  impeacbment  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.    The  House  condescended  to  con- 
sider it.    The  gentleman  debated  it  with  his  oaiial 
temper^  modertUion,  and  urbanity*    The  House 
decided  it  in  the  most  solemn  manner ;  aod.  al- 
though the  gentleman  had  somehow  obtained  a 
second,  the  final  vote  stood,  <me  for  the  proposi- 
tion, 117  against  it  1    The  same  historic  page  that 
transmitted  to  posterity  the  virtues  and  the  glory 
of  Henry  the  Great  of  France,  for  their  admira- 
tion and  example,  has  preserved  the  iafaaioaj 
name  of  the  fanatic  assassin  of  thatexeelleat  mon- 
arch.   The  same  sacred  pen  that  portrayed  the 
sufferings  and  crucifixion  of  the  Saviour  of  man- 
kind, has  recorded,  for  universal  execration,  the 
name  of  him  who  was  guilty,  not  of  betrayinf 
bis  country,  but  (a  kindred  crime)  of  betraying 
hisQodI  / 

In  one  respect  there  is  a  remarkable  diffierencc 
between  Administration  and  the  Opposition — it  is 
in  a  sacred  regard  for  personal  liberty.  Whea 
out  of  power  my  political  friends  condeomed  the 
surrender  of  Jonathan  Robbins ;  they  opposed  the 
violation  of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  in  the  sedi- 
tion law;  the V opposed  the  more  insidious  attack 
upon  the  freedom  of  the  person,  under  the  impo- 
sing garb  of  an  alien  law.  The  party  now  in  op- 
position, then  in  power,  advocMed  the  sacrifice 
of  the  unhappy  Robbins^  and  passed'  those  two 
laWs.  True  to  our  principles,  weare  now  strug- 
gling for  the  liberty  of  our  seamen  against  foreign 
oppression.  True  to  theirs,  they  oppose  the  war 
for  this  object.  They  have  indeed  lately  affected 
a  tender  solieitude  for  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  talk  of  the  dknger  of  standing  armies,  an^ 
the  burden  of  taxes.  But  it  is  evident  to  yon. 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  they  speak  in  a  foreign  idiooL 
Their  brogue  betmys  that  it  is  not  their  vertaaca- 
lar  tongue.  Whatl  the  opposition,  who  in  1796 
and  1799.  could  raise  an  useless  army  to  fight  aa 
enemy  three  thousand  miles  distant  from  ns, 
alarmed  at  the  existence  of  one  raised  for  a  known 
specified  object— the  attack  of  the  adjoining  prov- 
inces of  the  enemy  1  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  assisted  by  his  vote  to  raise  the 
army  of  twenty-five  thousand,  alarmed  at  the 
danger  of  our  liberties  from  this  ^ery  army! 

I  mean  to  speak  of  another  subject,  which  I 
nerer  think  of  but  with  the  most  awful  consider^ 
ations.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  ia 
imitation  of  some  of' his  predecessors  of  1799,  has 
entertained  us  with  Cabinet  plots,  Presidential 
plots,  which  are  conjured  up  in  the  gentleman^ 
own  perturbed  imagination.  I  wish,  sir,  that  an- 
other plot  of  a  much  more  serious  kind— »a  plot  that 
aims  at  the  dismemberment  of  our  Union — bad 
only  the  same  imaginary  existence.  But  no  mao, 
who  had  paid  any  attention  to  the  tone  of  certaia 
prints,  and  to  transactions  in  a  particular  quarter 
of  the  Union  for  sereral  years  past,  can  doubt 
the  existence  of  such  a  plot.  It  was  frr,  very  far 
from  my  intention  to  charge  the  opposition  with 
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such  a  desiffn.    No,  be  belreved  tliem  g«nertHy 
incapable- of  it.    He  eoiild  doc  say  as  maeh  for 
some  who  were  ud worthily  aesociated  with  ihera 
in  the  quarter  of  the  Unioa  to  whieh  he  referred. 
The  geotlemaa  canbot  hare  forgotten  his  owa 
seotimenC,  uttered  ereo  on  the  floor  of  this  House, 
"peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must;"  in 
and  about  the  same  time  Henry's  mission  to  Bos^ 
too  was  undertaken.    Th^  flagiliousness  of  that 
emb-tssy  bad  been  attempted  to  be  concealed  bj 
directing  the  public  atteotieo  to  the  price  whieh 
the  gentleman  says  was  giren  for  the  disclosure. 
As  if  any  price  could  change  the  airociousness 
of  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or 
could  extenuate  in  the  slightest  degree  the  offence 
of  thove  citizens,  who  entertained  and  deliberated 
upon  the  infamous  proposition!    There  was  a 
moat  remarkable  euincidence  between  some  of  the 
things  which  tl^at  man  states,  and  certain  erents 
in  the  quarter  alluded  to.    In  the  contingency  of 
war  With  Great  Britain,  it  will  be  recollected 
that  the  neutrality  and  eyeituai  sepaiAtion  of 
that  section  of  the  Union  was  to  be  brought 
about.    How,  sir,  has  it  happened,  since  the  dec- 
laratfott  of  war,  that  British  officers  In  Canada 
bare  asserted  to  American  officers  that  this  v^y 
neatratity  would  take  phice  1    That  they  have  so 
asserted  can  be  established  beyond  coatroreray. 
The  project  is  not  brought  forward  openly,  with 
a  direct  arowal  of  the  intention*    No,  the  stock 
of  good  sense  and  patriotism  in  that  portion  of 
the  coutttrif  is  too  great  to  be  undisguisedly  en- 
countered.    It  is  assailed  from  the  masked  batte- 
ries of  friendship  to  peace  and  commerce  on  the 
one  side,  aod  by  the  groundless  imputation  of  op- 
posite pro|»enside8  on  the  other.    The  affections 
of  the  people  are  to  be  gradually  undermined. 
The  project  is  suggested  or  withdrawn ;  ffae  dia- 
bolical parties,  in  this  criminal  tragedy,  make 
their  appearance  or  exit,  as  the  audience  to  whom 
they  address  themselves  are  silent,  applaud  «r 
hiss.    I  was  astonished,  sir,  to  have  lately  read  a 
letter,  or  pretended  letter,  published  in  a  promt- 
sent  print  in  that  quarter,  written  not  in  the  fer- 
vor of  party  seal,  but  cooiy  and  deliberately,  fn 
which  the  writer  affbcts  to  reason  about  a  separa- 
tion, and  attempts  to  demonstrate  its  advanta- 
ges to  different  sections  of  the  Union,  deploring^ 
the  existence  now  of  what  he  terms  prejudices 
against  it,  but  hoping  for  the  arrival  of  the  period 
when  they  shall  be  eradicated.    But,  sir,  I  will 
quit  this  unpleasant  subject ;  I  will  turn  from  one, 
whom  no  sense  of  decency  or  propriety  could  re- 
strain from  soiling  the  carpet  on  which  he  treads, 
to  gentlemen  who  have  not  forgotten  what  is  due 
to  themselves,  the  place  in  which  we  are  assem- 
bled, nor  to  those  by  whom  they  are  opposed. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  ^Mr.  Pbar- 
eON.)  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  and  from 
New  Yo(k,  (Mr.  Bi^bbokir  )  have,  with  their 
usual  decorum,  contended  that  the  war  wotfld  not 
have  been  declared,  but  for  the  duplicity  of  France, 
in  withholding  an  authentic  instrument  of  re- 
*  peal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  aod  Milan ;  that 
vpon  the  exhibition  of  such  an  instrument  the 
tevoeation  of  the  Ordera  in  Council  took  place ; 


that  this  matn^anse  of  the  war,  bat  for  which  it 
would  not  have  been  declared,  being  removed^ 
the  Administration  ought  to  seek  /or  the  restora- 
tion of  peace;  and  that  upon  its  sincerely  doing 
so,  terms  compatible  with  the  honor  and  interest 
of  this  country  may  be  obtained.  It  is  my  pur* 
pose,  said  Mr.  C.  to  examine,  first,  into  the  cir- 
cumstances under  whieh  the  war  was  declared ; 
secondly,  into  the  causes  for  continuing  it;  and 
lastly,  into  the  means  which  have  been  taken,  or 
ought  to  be  taken  to  procure  peace.  But,  sir,  I 
really  am  so  so  exhausted  that,  little  as  I  am  in 
the  habit  of  asking  of  the  House  an  indulgence 
of  this  kind,  I  feel  that  I  must  trespass  on  their 
goodness. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  sat  down*  Mr.  Newton  moved 
that  the  Committee  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again,  whieh  was  done.  On  the  next 
day  Mr.  Clat  proceeded.^ 

I  am  aensible.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  some  part  of 
the  debate  to  wnich  this  bill  has  given  rise,  has 
been  attended  bv  cireumsunees  much  to  he  re- 
gretted, not  usual  in  this  Hooae.  and  which  it  is 
to  be  hoped  there  will  be  no  repetition.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Boston  had  so  absolved  himself  fronii 
every  rule  of  decortfm  and  propriety,  had  so.out- 
raged  all  decency,  that  I  have  found  it  impossi- 
ble to  suppress  the  feelings  excited  on  the  occa- 
sion. His  colleague,  whom  I  had  the  honor  to 
follow,  (Mr.  WiiBATON,)  whatever  else  he  might 
not  haVe  proved,  in  his  very  learned »  ingenious, 
and  original  exposition  of  the  powers  of  this  Gh>v- 
ernment-^*att  exposition  in  which  he  has  sought, 
where  nobody  before  has  looked,  and  nobody 
after  him  will  examine,  for  a  grant  of  our  pow- 
ers, the  preamble  to  the  Constitution — has  clear- 
ly shown,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  wlio  heard 
him,  that  the  power  is  conferred  of  defensive  war. 
1  claim  the -benefit  of  a  similar  principle,  in  be- 
half of  my  political  friends,  agamst  the  gentle- 
man from  Boston.  I  demand  only  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  repulsion.  No  one  is  more  anx- 
ious than  I  atn  to  preserve  the  dignity  and  the 
liberality  of  debate;  no  member  more  responsible 
for  its  abase.  And  i^  on  this  occasion,  its  just 
limits  have  been  violated^  let  him,  who  has  been 
the  uoprovoked  cause,  appropriate  to  himself  ex* 
olusively  the  coufiequence:*. 

I  omitted  yesterday,  sir,  when  speaking  of  a 
very  delicate  aod  natnuil  subject,  to  nottoea  pow- 
erful engine  which  the  conspirators  against  the 
integrity  of  the  Union  employ  to  effect  their 
nefarious  purpObe-»I  mean  Southern  influence. 
The  true  friend  to  bis  country,  knowing  that  our 
Constitution  was  the  work  of  compromise,  in 
which  interests  apparently  conflicting  were  at- 
tempted to  be  reconciled,  aims  to  extinguish  or 
allay  prejudices.  But  this  patriotic  exertion  4ot9^ 
nor  suit  the  views  of  those  who  are  urged  on  by 
diabolical  ambition.  They  find  it  convenient  to 
imagine  the  existence  of  certain  improper  influ- 
ences, and  to  propagate,  with  their  utmost  indus- 
try, a  belief  orthem.  Hence,  the  idea  of  South- 
ern preponderance — Virginia  influence— the  yok- 
ing of  respectable  yeomanry  of  the  North,  with 
the  negro  slaves,  to  the  oar  of  Southern  nabobs* 
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If  VirgiBift  reallv  ehcrished  a  rcprehentible  am- 
bitioD,  and  aimed  to  monopolize  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistracy of  the  country,  how  was  such  a  purpose 
to  be  accomplished?  Virginia,  alone,  cannot  elect 
a  President,  whose  eleTation  depends  upon  a  plu- 
rality of  electoral  rotes  and  a  consequent  con- 
currence of  many  States.  Would  Vermont,  dis- 
interested Pennsylvania,  the  Carolinas,  indepen- 
dent Gkorgia,  Kentucky.  Tennessee,  Ohio,  and 
Louisiana,  all  consent  to  become  the  tools  of  an 
inordinate  ambition?  But  the  present  incum- 
bent was  designated  to  the  office  before  his  prede- 
cessor bad  retired.  How  ?  By  public  sentiment ; 
public  sentiment  which  grew  out  of  his  known 
rirtues,  his  illustrious  serrices,  and  his  distin- 
guished abilities.  Would  the  gentleman  crush 
this  public  sentiment:  is  he  prepared  to  admit 
that  he  would  arrest  the  progress  of  opinion  ? 

The  war  was  declared  because  Great  Britain 
arrogated  to  herself  the  pretension  of  reffuiating 
foreign  trade,  under  the  delusiTe  name  of  retaJia* 
tory  Orders  in  Council— a  pretension  by  wfai^h 
she  undertook  to  proclaim  to  American  enter- 
prise, *'  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther." 
Orders  whith  she  refused  to  revoke  after  the  al- 
leged cause  of  their  enactment  had  ceased ;  be- 
cause she  persisted  in  the  act  of  impressing  Amer- 
ican seamen ;  because  she  had  instigated  the  In- 
dians to  commit  hostilities  against  us;  and  because 
she  refused  indemnity  for  her  past  injuries  upon 
our  commerce.  I  throw  out  of  the  question  other 
wrongs.  The  war  in  fact  was  announced,  on 
our  part,  to  meet  the  war  which  she  was  waging 
on  her  part.  So  undeniable  were  the  causes  of 
the  war;  so  powerfully  did  they  address  them- 
selres  to  the  feelings  of  the  whole  American  peo- 

fle,  that  v^hen  the  bill  was  pending  before  this 
louse,  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  although  pro? 
▼oked  to  debate^  would  not,  or  could  not,  utter 
one  syllable  agamst  it.  It  is  true  they  wrapped 
themselves  up  ia  sullen  silence,  pretendinf^  that 
they  did  not  choose  to  debate  sueh  a  question  iu 
aecret  session.  Whilst  speaking  of  the  proceed- 
ings on  that  occasion,  I  beg  to  be  permitted  toad- 
Tert  to  another  fact  that  transpired — an  import- 
ant fact,  material  for  the  nation  to  know,  and 
wbieh  I  hare  often  regretted  had  not  been  spread 
upon  our  journals.  My  honorable  colleague  (Mr. 
MoKbb)  noted,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
oomprehend  France  in  the  war ;  and  when  the 
question  was  taken  upon  the  proposition,  there 
appeared  but  ten  votes  in  support  of  it,  of  whom 
seven  belonged  to  this  side  of  the  House,  and 
three  only  to  the  other! 

It  is  Slid  that  we  were  inveigled  into  the  war 
by  the  perfidy  of  France;  and  that  had  she  fur- 
nished the  document  in  time,  which  was  first  pttb- 
liihed  in  England,  in  May  last,  it  would  have 
been  prevented.  I  will  concede  to  gentlemen 
everything  they  ask  about  the  iojustioe  of  France 
towards  this  country.  I  wish  to  G^  that  our 
ability  was  equal  to  our  disposition  to  make  her 
feel  the  sense  we  entertain  of  that  injustice.  The 
manner  of  the  publication  of  the  paper  in  ques- 
tion, was  undoubtedly  extremely  exceptionable. 
But  I  maintain  that,  aad  it  made  ita  appeaianee 


earlier,  it  wonld  not  have  had  the  efieet  supposed; 
aad  the  proof  lies  in  the  unequivocal  declarations 
of  the  British  Ooveromeat,  Twill  trouble  yon, 
sir,  with  going  no  further  back  than  to  the  letters 
of  the  British  Minister,  addressed  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  just  before  the  expiration  of  his  diplo- 
matic functions.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the 
Committee  that  he  exhibited  to  this  Oovernmenc 
a  despatch  from  Lord  Caatlereagh,  in  which  the 
principle  was  distinctly  avowed,  that  to  produce 
the  effect  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Cooncil, 
the  French  decrees  must  be  absolutely  and  entire- 
ly revoked  as  to  all  the  world,  and  not  as  to  Amer* 
iea  alone.  A  copy  of  that  despatch  was  demanded 
of  him,  and  he  very  awkwardly  evaded  iu  Bat, 
on  the  10th  of  June,  after  the  bill  declaring  war 
had  actually  passed  this  House,  and  was  pending 
before  the  Senate,  (and  nThich,  I  hare  no  donbc 
was  known  to  him,)  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  he 
says:  '4  have  no  hesitation,  sir,  in  stating  that 
'  Great  Britain,  as  tbe  case  has  hitherto  stood,  nev- 
'  er  did,  nor  ever  could  engage,  withoat  the  great- 
'  est  injustice  to  henelf  and  her  allies,  as  well  as 
'  to  other  neutral  nations,  to  repeal  her  orders  as 
'  affecting  America  alone,  leaving  them  in  force 

*  against  other  States,  upon  condition  that  France 
'  would  except  singly  and  specially  America  frotm 

*  the  operation  of  her  decrees.''  On  the  14th  of 
the  same  month,  the  bill  still  pending  before  the 
Senate,  he  repeats:  *4  will  now  say,  that  I  feel 
'entirely  authorized  to  assure  you,  that  if  yon 
*oan,  at  any  timeMwoduceafuU  and  uncondition- 
'al  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  as  you  have  a 
'  right  to  demand  it  in  your  character  of  a  neutral 

*  nation,  and  that  it  be  disengaged  from  any  ques- 
'  tion  concerning  our  maritime  rights,  we  shall  be 
'  read)r  to  meet  you  with  a  revocation  of  the  Or* 
'  ders  in  Council.  Previously  to  your  producing 
'  such  an  instroment,  which  I  am  sorry  to  see  rou 
'  regard  as  unnecessary,  ^ou  cannot  expect  or  us 
'  to  give  up  our  Orders  in  Council."  Thus,  sir, 
vou  see  that  the  British  Qovemment  would  not 
be  content  with  a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees 
as  to  ns  only.  *  But  the  French  paper  in  question 
was  such  a  repeat  It  could  not,  inerefore,  satisfy 
the  British  Gbvernmenl.  It  could  not,  therefore, 
have  indueed  that  Government,  had  it  been  earl- 
ier promnlgated.  to -repeal  the  Orders  in  CoonciL 
It  could  not,  therefore,  bave  averted  the  war. 
The  withholding  of  it  did  not  occasioa  the  war, 
and  the  promulgation  of  it  would  not  have  pre- 
vented the  war.  But^ent^emen  have  contended 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  it  did  produce  a  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  -  CouttciL  T hie,  I  deny.  After  it 
made  its  appearance  in  England,  it  was  declared 
by^  one  of  the  British  Ministry,  in  Parliament,  not 
to  be  satisfactory.  And  ail  the  world  knows,  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  resulted  from 
the  inquiry,  reluctantly  acceded  to  by  the  Minis^ 
trv.  into  the  effect  upon  their  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments, of  our  non-importation  law,  or  to 
the  warlike  attitude  assumed  by  this  Qoyernment, 
or  to  both.  But  it  is  said,  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  are  done  away,  no  matter  from  what 
cause;  and,  that  having  been  tbe  sole  motive  for 
declaring  the  war,  the  relations  of  peaee  oogfat 
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to  be  restored.    Tfai«  brings  me  into  an  examina* 
tion  of  the  ffroandB  for  continaioff  tbe  war. 

I  am  far  from  acknowledging  that  bad  the  Or-> 
ders  in  Gooncil  been  repealed,  as  they  hare  been, 
before  the  war  was  'declared,  the  declaration 
would  have  been  prevented.  In  a  body  so  nume- 
rous a5  this,  from  which  the  declaration  ema- 
nated, it  is  impossible  to  say  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  what  would  have  been  tbe  effect  of 
such  a  repeal.  Bach  member  must  answer  for 
himself.  I  have  no  hesitation  then  in  saying, 
that  I  have  always  considered  the  impressment 
of  American  seamen  as  much  the  most  serious 
aggression.  But,  sir,  how  have  those  orders  at 
last  been  repealed?  Qreat  Britain,  it  is  true,  has 
intimated  a  willingness  to  suspend  their  practical 
operation,  but  she  still  arrogates  to  herself  the 
risht  to  revive  them  upon  certain  contingencies, 
of  which  she  constitutes  herself  the  sole  judge. 
She  waives  the  temporary  use  of  the  rod,  but  she 
suspends  it  'th  terrorem  over  our  heads.  Sup- 
posing it  was  conceded  to  gentlemen  that  such  a 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  took  place  on 
^be  23d  of  June  last,  exceptionable  as  it  is,  being 
known  before  tbe  war,  would  have  preyented  the 
war,  doea  it  follow  that  it  ought  to  induce  us  to 
lay  down  our  arms  without  the  redress  of  any 
other  injury?  Does  it  follow,  in  all  cases,  that 
that  wbidh  would  have  prevented  tbe  war  in  the 
first  instance  should  terminate  the  war  ?  By  no 
means.  It  requires  a  great  struggle  for  a  nation^ 
prone  to  peace  as  this  is,  to  bursi  through  its  habits 
and  encounter  the  difficulties  of  war.  Such  a 
nation  ona^ht  but  seldom  to  go  to  war.  When  it 
does,  it  sEould  be  for'  clear  and  essential  rights 
alone,  and  it  should  firml]r  resolve  to  extort,  at 
all  hazards,  their  recognition.  The  war  of  the 
Revolution  is  an  example  of  a  war  began  for  one 
object  and  prosecuted  for  another.  It  was  waged 
in  its  commencement  against  the  right  asserted 
by  the  parent  country  to  tax  the  colonies.  Then 
no  one  thought  of  absolute  iodependeoce;  The 
idea  of  indepetidettce  was  repelled.  Bat  the  Brit<s 
ish  Government  would  have  relinquished  the 
principle  of  taxation.  The  founders  of  our  lib- 
erties saw,  however,  that  there  was  no  security 
short  of  independence,  and  they  achieved  our  in- 
dependence. When  nations  are  engaged  ia  war, 
those  rights  in  oontroversir,  which  are  acknow- 
ledged by  tbe  Treaty  of  Peace,  are  abandoned. 
And  who  is  prepared  to  say  that  American  sea* 
men  shall  be  surrendered  the  victims  to  the  Brit- 
ish principle  of  impressment  ?  And,  sir,  what  is 
this  principle?  She  contends  that  she  has  a  right 
to  the  services  of  her  own  subjects :  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  right,  she  may  lawfully  impress 
them,  even  although  she  finds  them  in  x>or  ves- 
sels, upon  the  high  seas,  without  her  jurisdiction. 
Now,  I  deny  that  she  has  any  right,  without  her 

J'urisdiction,  to  come  on  board  our  vessels  on  the 
ligh  seas,  for  any  other  purpove  but  in  pursuit  of 
enemies,  or  their  goods,  or  goods  eon  traband  of  war. 
But  she  further  con  tends  that  her  subjects  cannot 
renounce  their  allegiance  to  her  and  contract  a 
new  obligation  to  other  Sovereigns.  I  do  not 
mean  to  go  into  the^  general  qaestioa  of  the  right 


of  expatriation.  If,  as  is  contended,  ail  nations 
deny  it,  all  nations  at  tbe  same  time  admit  and 
practise  the  right  of  naturalization.  Great  Brit- 
ain herself  does.  Great  Britain,  in  the  very  ease 
of  foreign  seamen,  imposes  perhaps  fewer  re- 
straints upon  naturalization  than  any  other  na- 
tion. Then,  if  subjects  cannot  break  their  origi* 
nal  allegiance,  they  may,  according  to  universal 
usage,  contract  a  new  allegiance.  What  is  the 
effect  of  this  double  obligation  ?  Undoubtedly  that 
the  Sovereign  having  possession  of  the  subject 
would  have  a  right  to  the  services  of  the  subject. 
If  he  return  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  primi- 
tive Sovereign,  he  may  resume  his  right  to  his 
services,  of  which  the  subject  by  his  own  act 
could  not  divest  himself.  But  his  primitive  Sov- 
ereign can  have  no  rig:ht  to  go  in  quest  of  him, 
out  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  into  the  jurisdietioa 
of  another  Sovereign,  or  upon  the  high  seas, 
where  there  exists  either  no  jurisdiction,  or  it 
belongs  to  tbe  nation  owning  the  ship  navigating 
them.  But,  sir,  this  discussion  is  altogether  use- 
less. •  It  is  not  to  the  British  principle,  objec- 
tionable as  it  is,  that  we  are  alone  to  look;  it  is  to 
her  practice — no  matter  what  guise  she  puts  on. 
It  is  in  vain  to  assert  the  inviolability  of  the  ob- 
iiffation  of  allegiance.  It  is  in  vain  to  set  up  the 
plea  of  necessity,  and  to  allege  that  she  cannot 
exist  without  the  impressment  of  her  seamen. 
Tbe  truth  is,  she  comes,  by  her  press  gangs,  oa 
board  of  our  vessels,  seizes  our  native  seamen,  as 
well  as  naturalized,  and  drags  them  into  her  ser- 
vice, It  is  the  case,  then,  of  the  assertion  of  an 
erroneous  principle,  and  a  practice  not  conform- 
able to  tbe  principle — a  principle  which,  if  it  were 
theoretically  right,  must  be  forever  practically 
wroDg.  We  are  told  by  gentlemen  in  the  oppo- 
sition that  Government  has  not  done  all  that  was 
incumbent  on  it  to  do  to  avoid  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  Great  Britain;  that,  in  par- 
ticular, the  certificates  of  protection,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  1796,  are  fraudulently  used.  Sir, 
Government  has  done  too  much  in  granting  those 
paper  protections.  I  can  never  think  of  them 
without  being  shocked.  Th^y  resemble  the  passes 
which  the  master  grants  to  his  negro  slave:  "Let 
the  bearer,  Mungo,  pass  and  repass  without  mo- 
lestation." What  do  they  imply  ?  That  Great 
Britain  has  a  right  to  take  all  who  are  not  pro- 
vided with  them.  From  their  very  nature  they 
must  be  liable  to  abuse  on  both  sides.  If  Great 
Britain  desires  a  mark  by  which  she  can  know 
her  own  subjects,  let  her  give  them  an  ear  mark. 
The  colors  that  float  from  the  mast-head  should 
be  the  credentials  of  our  seamen.  There  is  no 
safety  to  us,  and  th^  gentlemen  have  shown  it, 
but  in  tbe  rule  that  all  who  sail  under  the  flag 
(not  being  enemies)  are  protected  by  the  flag. 
It  is  impossible  that  this  country  should  ever 
abandon  tbe  gallant  tars  who  have  won  for  us 
such  splendid  trophies.  Let  me  suppose  that  the 
Genius  of  Columbia  should  visit  one  of  them  ia 
his  oppressor's  prison  and  attempt  to  reconcile 
him  to  his  wretched  condition.  She  would  say 
to  him,  in  the  language  of  the  gentlemen  on  tbe 
other  aide,  ^  Qreat  Britain  inteoda  you  no  harna; 
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<  the  did  not  mean  to  impress  you,  but  one  of  her 
'own  subjects;  hai^in^  taken  you  by  mistake,  I 

*  will  remonstrate,  and  try  to  preraii  upon  her  by 
'peaceable  means  to  release  you,  but  f  cannot, 
'  my  son,  fight  for  you."  If  he  did  not  consider 
this  mockery,he  would  address  her  judgment,  and 
say,  "  You  owe  me.  my  country,  protection ;  1 

*  owe  you  in  return  obedience.  I  am  no  British 
'  subject,  1  am  a  native  of  old  Massachusetts, 
'  where  live  my  aged  father,  my  wife,  atid  my 
'  children.  I  hare  faithfully  discharged  my  duty. 
'  Will  you  refuse  to  do  yours?"  Appealing  to  her 
pamioBs,  he  would  continue,  ^\  lost  this  eye  in 
' fighting  under  Truxtun  with  the  Insurgent;  I 
'  ffot  this  scar  before  Tripoli ;  I  broke  this  leg  on 
'  board  the  Constitution  when  the  Guerriere 
'struck."  If  she  remained  still  unmoved,  he 
would  break  out,  in  the  accents  of  mingled  dis- 
tress and  despair, 

**  Hard,  hard,  is  my  fata !  once  I  freedom  enjoyed, 

'*  Was  as  happy  as  happy  could  be! 
**  Oh !  how  bard  is  my  fate,  how  galling  these  ehaine!" 

I  will  not  imagine  the  dreadful  catastrophe  to 
which  be  would  be  driven  by  an  abandonment  of 
him  to  his  oppressor.  It  will  not  be,  it  cannot  be, 
that  hisc  ountry  will  refuse  him  protection  ! 

It  is  said,  that  Great  Britain  has  been  always 
wfllinff  to  make  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of 
tbe  subject  of  impressment ;  and  that  Mr.  King 
had  nearly  concluded  one  prior  to  his  departure 
from  that  country.  Let  us  hear  what  that  Min- 
ister says  upon  his  return  to  America.  In  his  let- 
ter dated  at  New  York,  in  July,  1803,  after  giv- 
ing an  account  of  his  attempt  to  form  an  arranse- 
ment  for  the  protection  of  our  seamen,  and  his 
interviews  to  this  end  with  Lords  Hawkesbury 
and  St.  Vincent;  and  stating  that,  when  he  had 
aupposed  the  terms  of  a  conveniioO  were  agreed 
upon,  a  new  pretension  was  set  up,  (the  mare 
aaUMwn^^  he  concludes:  "I  regret  not  to  have 
'  been  able  to  put  this  business  on  a  satisfactory 
'  footing,  knowing  as  I  do  its  very  great  import- 
'  ance  to  both  parties;^  but  I  flatter  myself  that  I 
'  have  not  misjudged  the  interests  of  our  own 
'  countiy,  in  refusing  to  sanction  a  principle  that 
'  might  be  productive  of  more  extensive  evils 
'  than  those  it  was  our  aim  to  prevent"  The 
sequel  of  his  negotiation,  on  this  affair,  is  more 
fully  given  in  the  recent  conversation  between 
l^r.  Russell  and  Lord  Castlereagh,communicated 
to  Congress  during  its  present  session.  Lord 
Castlereagh  says  to  Mr.  Russell: 

**  Indeed  there  has  evidently  been  mueh  misapprehen- 
sion on  this  subject,  and  an  erroneous  belief  enter- 
tained that  an  arrangement  in  regard  to  it  has  been 
nearer  an  accomplishment  than  the  facts  Will  warrant. 
Even  our  friends  in  Congress — I  mean  those  who  were 
opposed  to  going  to  war  with  us — have  been  so  confi- 
dent in  this  mistake,  that  they  have  ascribed  the  fiiil- 
ure  of  such  an  arrangement  solely  to  the  misoondoct 
of  the  American  Govemment.  This  error  probably 
originated  with  Mr.  King;  for,  being  much  esteemed 
hare,  and  always  well  received  by  the  persona  in  power, 
be  seems  to  have  miaoonstmed  their  readiness  to  listen 
to  his  representations,  and  thehr  warm  professions  of  a 
diapnaitiott  to  lemova  the  complainto  of  Ameriaa  in  n* 


lation  to  impressment,  into  a  sepposed  conviction  on 
their  part  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  plan  which 
he  had  proposed.  Bat  Lord  St.  Vincent,  whom  he 
might  have  thought' he  had  brought  over  to  his  opin- 
ions, appears  never  for  a  moment  to  have  ceased  to 
regard  all  arrangement  on  the  subject  to  be  attended 
with  formidable,  if  not  insurmountable  obstacles.  This 
is  obvious  from  a  letter  which  his.  Lordship  addressed 
to  Sir  William  Scott  at  the  time." 

Here  Lord  Castlereagh  read  a  letter,  contained 
in  the  records  before  him,  in  which  Lord  St.  Vin- 
cent states  to  Sir  William  Scott  the  zeal  with 
which  Mr.  King  had  assailed  him  on  the  subject 
of  impressment, confesses  his  own  perplexity,  and 
total  incompetency  to  discover  any  practical  pro- 
ject for  the  safe  discontinuance  of  that  practice, 
and  asks  for  counsel  and  advice.  "Thus  you 
see,"  proceeded  Lord  Castlereagh,  "  that  the  con- 
fidence of  Mr.  King  on  this  subject  waa  entirely 
unfounded." 

Thus,  continued  Mr.  Olat,  it  is  apparent|  that, 
at  DO  time,  has  the  enemy  been  willing  to  place 
this  subject  on  a  satisfactory  footing.  I  will 
speak  hereafter  of  the  overtures  made  by  the  Ad* 
ministration  since  the  war. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Naw  York, 
(Mr.  Blbbckbr,)  in  tbe  very  sensible  speech  with 
which  he  favored  the  Committee,  made  one  ob- 
servation that  did  not  comport  with  his  uaonl  lib- 
eral and  enlarged  views.    It  was,  that  thone  who 
are  most  interested  against  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment did  not  desire  a  contiBuaace  of  the 
war  on  account  of  it,  while  those  (the  Soathern 
and  Western  members)  who  had.no  inter«:st  in 
it,  were  zealous  advocates  of  tbe  American  sea- 
man.   It  was  a  provincial  sentiment,  unworthy  of 
that  gentleman.    It  was  one  which,  in  a  change 
of  condition,  he  would  not  expcess,   becaose  I 
know  he  could  not  feel  it.    Dot^  not  that  gentle- 
man feel  for  the  unhappy  victims  of  the  toma- 
hawk in  the  Western  country,  alihoogh  bis  qaar- 
ter  of  the  Union  ipay  be  exempted  from  similar 
barbarities  ?    I  am  sore  he  does.    If  there  be  a 
des<iriptioo  of  rights  which,  naore  than  any  other, 
should  unite  all  parties  in  all  quarters  of  the 
Union,  it  is  nnquestionably  the  righta  of  the  per- 
son.   No  matter  what  bia  vocation,  whether  he 
seeks  subsistence  amid  the  dangers  of  the  deep, 
or  draws  it  from  the  bowels  of  tbe  earth,  or  from 
the  humblest  occupations  of  mechanic  life,  when- 
ever  the*  sacred  righu  of  an  American  freeman 
are  assailed,  all  hearts  ou^t  to  unite  and  every 
arm  ahould  be  braced  to  vindicate  hia  caaae. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  sees  in  Canada 
no  object  worthy  of  conquest.  According  to  bimi 
it  is  a  cold,  sterile,  and  inhospitable  region ;  and 
yet,  such  are  the  allurements -which  it  offers,  that 
the  .same  gentleman  apprehenda  that,  if  it  be  an- 
nexed lo  the  United  States,  already  too  much 
weakened  by  an  extension  of  territory,  the  peo- 
ple of  New  Bngland  will  rush  over  the  tine  and 
depopulate  that  section  of  the  Union.  That  gen- 
tleman considers  it  honest  to  hold  Canada  as  a 
kind  of  hostage ;  to  regard  it  aa  a  sort  of  bond, 
for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  enemy.  But  he 
will  not  enforee  tbe  boad.    TJie  aetaai  conqaest 
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of  Uiat  country  would,  aceordiog  to  him,  make 
no  iaipresflioD  upon  t|)e  enemy,  and  yet  tbe  very 
apprebensioD  only  of  such  a  cooq.uest  would,  at 
ail  times,  have  a  powerful  operation  upon  hini. 
Other  gentlemen  consider  the  invasion  of  that 
country  as  wicked  and  unjustifiable.  Its  inhabi- 
tants are  represented  as  unoffending,  connected 
with  those  of  the  bordering  States  by  a  thousand 
tender  ties,  interchanging  acts  of  kindness,  and 
all  the  offices  of  good  neighborhood.  Canada 
innocent!  Canada  unoffending!  Is  it  not  ia 
Canada  that  the  tomahawk  of  the  savage  has 
been  moulded  into  its  deathlike  form?  From 
Canadian  magazines.  Maiden,  and  otbers,  that 
those  supplies  have  been  issued  which  nourish 
and  sustain  the  Indian  hestiiiiies  ?,  Supplies 
which  have  enabled  the  savaae  hordes  to  butcher 
the  garrison  of  Chicago,  and  ^to  commit  other 
horrible  murders?  '  Was  it  not  by  the  joint  co- 
operation of  Canadians  and  Indians  that  a  remote 
American  fort,  MichiLimackinac,  was  fallen  upon 
and  reduced  while  the  garrison  was  in  ignorance 
of  a  state  of  war  ?  But,  sir,  how  soon  have  the 
opposition  changed!  When  the  Administration., 
was  striving,  by  the  operation  of  peaceful  meas- 
ures^ to  bring  Great  Britain  back  Xo  a  sense  of 
justice,  thev  were  for  old-fashioned  war.  And 
noW}  that  they  have  got  old-fashioned  war,  their 
sensibilities  are  cruelly  shocked,  and  all  their 
sympathies  are  lavished  upon  the  harmless  inhabi- 
tants of  tlie  adjoining  provinces.  Wbat  does  a 
state  of  war  present  ?  The  united  energies  of 
one  people  arrayed  againattthe  combined  energies 
of  another;  a  conflict  in  which  each  partv  aims 
to  inffict  all  the  injury  it  can,  by  sea  and  land, 
npon  the  territories,  property,  and  citizens  of  tbe 
otherj  subject  only  to  the  rules  of  mitigated  war 
practised  by  civilized  nations.  The  gentlemen 
would  not  touch  the  continental  provinces  of  the 
enemy,  nor  I  presume,  for  the  same  reason,  her 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies.  The  same  hu- 
xaane  spirit  would  spare  the  seamen  and  soldiers 
of  the  enemy.  The  sacred  person  of  His  Majesty 
must  not  be  attacked,  for  the  learned  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  are  quite  familiar  with  the 
maxim,  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong.  Indeed, 
sir,  I  know  of  no  person  on  whom  we  may  make 
war,  upon  the  principles  of  tbe  honorable  gentle- 
men, except  Air.  Stephen,  the  celebrated  author 
of  the  Orders  in  Council,  or  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, who  authorize  and  regulate  the  practice  of 
impressment. 

The  disastets  of  the  war  admonish  us,  we  are 
told,  of  the  necessity  of  terminating  the  contest. 
If  ourachi^vemeats  upon  thd  land  have  been  less 
splendid  than  those  of  our  intrepid  seamen,  it  is 
not  because  the  American  soldier  is  less  brave. 
On  the  ona  element,  oi^anization,  discipline,  and 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  their  duties,  exist  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  and  their  men.  On  the 
other,  almost  everything  is  yet  to  be  acquired. 
We  have,  however,  the  consolation  that  our  conn- 
try  abounds  with  the  richest  materials,  and  that, 
in  no  instance,  when  engaged  in  an  action,  have 
our  arms  been  tarnished.  At  Brownstown,  and 
at  ftueenstowtt,  the  valor  of  veterans  was  dis- 
12th  Con.  2d  S^ss.— 22 


played,  and  acts  of  the  noblest  ht roismi  were  per- 
formed. It  h  true^  that  the  disgrace  of  Detroit 
remains  to  be  wiped  o£  That  is  a  subject  on 
which  I  cannot  trust  my  feelings,  it  is  not  fitting 
I  should  speak.  But  this  much  I  will  say,  it  was 
an  .event  which  no  human  foresight  could  hava 
anticipated^  and  for  which  the  Administration 
cannot  be  ju^ly  censured.  It  was  the  parent  of 
all  the  jnisfortunes  we  have  experienced  on  land. 
But  for  it  the  Indian  war  would  have  been  in  a 
great  measure  prevented  or  terminated,  the  ascen- 
depcy  on  Lake  Erie  acquired,  and  the  war  pushed 
perhaps  to  Montreal.  With  the  exception  of  thai 
events  the  war,  even  upon  the  land,  had  been 
attended  by  a  series  of  the  most  brilliant  exploits, 
which,  whatever  interest  they  may  Inspire  on 
this  side  of  the  mountains,  have  given  tbe  great- 
est pleasure  on  the  other.  The  expedition  under 
the  command  of  Governor  Bd  wards  and  Colonsl 
Russell,  to  Lake  Peoria,  on  the  Illinois,  was  com- 
pletely successful.  So  was  that  of  Captain  Craig, 
who,  it  is  said,  ascended  that  river  still  higher. 
Qeneral  Hopkins  destroyed  the  Prophet's  town. 
We  have  just  received  intelligence  of  the  gal- 
lant enterprise  of  Colonel  Campbell.  In  short, 
sir,,  the  Indian  towns  have  been  swept  from  the 
m(vith  to  the  source  of  the  Wabash,  and  a  hos^ 
tile  country  has  been  penetrated  far  beyond  the 
most  daring  incursions  of  any  campaign  during 
the  former  Indian  war.  Never  was  more  cool, 
deliberate  bravery  displayed  than  that  by  New- 
nan's  party  from  Georgia.  And  the  capture  of 
the  Detrou,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Caledo- 
nia, (whether  placed  to  our  maritime  or  land  ac- 
count,) for  judgment,  skill,  and  courage,  on  the 
part  of  Lieutenant  Elliott,  has  never  been  sur- 
passed. 

It  is  alleffed  that  the  elections  in  England  are 
in  favor  of  the  Ministry,  and  that  those  in  this 
country  are  against  tbe  war.  If  in  such  a  cause 
(saying  nothing  of  the  impurity  of  their  elec- 
tions) the  people  of  that  country  have  rallied 
around  their  Government,  it  affords  a  salutary 
lesson  to  the  people  here,  who.  at  all  hazards, 
ought  to  si>pport  theirs,  struggling,  as  it  is,  to 
maintain  oar  just  rights.  But  the  people  here 
have  not  been  false  to  themselves;  a  great  ma- 
jority approve  the  war,  as  is  evinced  by  the  re- 
cent re-«lectioB  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Sup- 
pose it  were  «ven  true  that  an  entire  section  of 
the  Union  were  opposed  to  the  war,  that  section 
being  a  minority,  is  the  will  of  the  majority  to 
be  relinquished  ?  In  that  section  the  real  strength 
of  the  opposition  had  been  greatly  exaggerated. 
Vermont  has,  by  two  successive  expressions  of 
her  opinion,  approved  tbe  declaration  of  war.  In 
New  Hampshire,  parties  are  so  nearly  equipoised, 
that,  out  of  thirty  or  thirty-five,  thousand  votes, 
those  who  approved,  and  are  for  supporting  it, 
lost  the  election  by  only  one  thousand  or  one 
thousand  five  hundred  votes.  In  Massachuseiu 
alone  have  they  obtained  any  considerable  acces- 
sion. If  we  come  to  New  York,  we  shall  find 
tbat  other  and  local  causes  have  influenced  her 

elections.  » .  .       .      ,  ^ 

What  eaosa,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  existed  for 
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declaring  the  war  has  been  removed  7    We  sought 
iodemnity  for  the  past  and  iieeurity  for  the  future. 
The  Orders  id  Council  are  suffpended,  not  re- 
voked ;  no  compensation  for  spoliations  ;  Indian 
hostilities,  which  were  before  secretly  instigated, 
now  openly  encouraged  ;  and  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment unremittingly  persevered  in  and  in- 
sisted upon.    Yet  Admiois^tration  has  given  the 
stroni;rek.t  demonstrations  of  its  love  of  peace.  On 
the  29ih  June,  less  than  ten  days  after  the  decla- 
ration of  war,  the  Secretary  of  State  writes  to 
Mr.  Russell,  authorizing  him  to  agree  to  an  ar- 
mistice, upon  two  conditions  only  ;  and  what  are 
they  ?    That  the  Orders  in  Council  should  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  practice  of  impressing  American 
seamen  cease,  those  already  impressed  being  re- 
leased.   The  proposition  was  for  nothing  more 
than  a  real  truce;  that  the  war  should  in  fact 
cease  on  both  aides.    Again,  on  the  27th  July, 
one  month  later,  anticipating  a  possible  objection 
to  these  terms,  reasonable  as  they  are,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe empowers  Mr.  Russell  to  stipulate  in  general 
terms  ror  an  armistice,  having  only  an  informal 
understanding  on  these  points.    In  return,  the 
enemy  is  offered  a  prohibition  of  the  employment 
of  bis  seamen  in  Our  service,  thus  removing  en- 
tirely all  pretext  for  the  practice  of  impressment. 
The  very  proposition  which  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  (Mr.  Pitkin)  contends  ought  to  be 
made,  has  been  made.    How  are  these  pacific  ad* 
yances  met  by  the  other  party  ?    Reiecied  as  ab- 
aolutely  inadmissible;  cavils  are  indulged  about 
the  inadequacy  of  Mr.  Russell's  powers,  and  the 
want  of  an  act  of  Congress  is  intimated.    And 
yet  the  constant  usage  of  nations  I  believe  is, 
ftbere  the  legislation  uf  one  party  is  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  a  given  stipulation,  to  leave  it  to 
the  contracting  party  to  provide  the  requisite 
laws.    If  he  fails  to  do  so,  it  is  a  breach  of  good 
faith,  and  a  subject  of  subsequent  remonstrance 
by  the  injured  party.    When  Mr.  Russell  renews 
the  overture,  in  what  was  intended  as  a  more 
agreeable  form  to  the  British  Government,  Lord 
Castlereagh  is  not  content  with  &  simple  rejec- 
tion, but  clothes  it  in  the  language  of  insult.    Af- 
terwards, in  conversation  with  Mr.  Russell,  the 
moderation  of  our  Government  is  misinterpreted 
and  made  the  occasion  of  a  sneer,  that  we  are 
tired  of  the  war.    The  proposition  of  Admiral 
Warren  is  submitted  in  a  spirit  not  more  pacific. 
He  is  instructed,  he  tells  us,  to  propose  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  shall  instantly 
recall  their  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against 
British  ships,  together  with  all  orders  and  instruc- 
tions for  any  acts  of  hostility  whatever  against 
the  territories  of  His  Majesty  or  the  persons  or 
property  of  his  subjects.    That  small  affair  being 
fettled,  he  is  further  authorized  to  arrange  as  to 
'    the  revocation  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the 
commerce  and  ships  of  war  of  His  Majesty  from 
the  harbors  and  waters  of  the  United  States. 
This  messenger  of  peace  comes  with  one  quali- 
fied concession  in  his  pocket,  not  made  to  the  jus- 
tice of  our  demands,  and  is  fully  empo.wered  to 
receive  our  homage,  the  contrite  retraction  of  all 
our  measures  adopted  against  his  master !    And 


in  default,  he  does  not  fail  to  assure  os,  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  are  to  be  forthwith  revived.  Ad- 
ministration, still  anxious  to  terminate  the  war, 
suppresses  the  indignation  which  such  a  propo- 
sal ought  to  have  created,  and  in  its  answer  con- 
cludes by  informing  Admiral  Warren,  "  that  if 
'  there  be  no  objection  tn  an  accommodation  of 

*  the  difference  relating  to  impressment,  in  the 
^  mode  proposed,  pt  her  than  the  suspension  of  the 
'  British  claim  to  impressment  during  the  armi- 

*  stice,  there  can  be  none  to  proceeding,  without 

*  the  armistice,  to  an  immediate  discussion  and  ar- 

*  rangement  of  an  article  on  that  subject."  Thus 
it  has. left  the  door  of  negotiation  unclosed,  and 
it  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  enemy  will  accept  the 
invitation  tendered  to  him.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Pearson)  sop- 
poses,  that  if  Congress  would  pass  a  law,  prohib- 
iting the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  our 
service,  upon  condition  of  a  like  prohibition  on 
their  part,  and  repeal  the  act  of  non-importation, 
peace  would  immediately  follow.  Sir,  I  have  no 
doubt  if  such  a  law  were  passed,  with  all  the  re- 

Zuisite  solemnities,  and  the  repeal  to  take  place, 
lOrd  Castlereagh  would  laugh  at  our  simplicity. 
No,  air.  Administration  has  erred  in  the  steps 
which  it  has  taken  to  restore  peace,  but  its  error 
has  been  not  in  doing  too  little  but  in  betraying 
too  great  a  solicitude  for  that  event.  An  honor- 
able peace  is  attainable  only  by  an  efficient  war. 
My  plan  would  be  to  call  out  the  ample  resources 
of  the  country,  give  them  a  judicious  direction, 
prosecute  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor,  strike 
wherever  we  can  reach  the  enemy,  at  bea  or  on 
land,  and  negotiate  the  terms  of  a  peace  at  Q,uebee 
or  Halifax.  We  are  told  that  England  is  a  proud 
and  lofty  nation  that  disdaining  to  wait  for  dan- 
ger, meets  it  half-way.  Haughty  as  she  is,  we 
once  triumphed  over  her,  and  if  we  do  not  listen 
to  the  councils  of  timidity  and  despair  we  shall 
again  prevail.  In  such  a  cause,  with  the  aid  of 
Providence,  we  must  come  out  crowned  with 
success  Y  but  if  we  fail,  let  us  fail  like  men — lash 
ourselves  to  our  gallaiit  tars,  and  expire  together 
in  one  common  struggle^  fighting  for  ''seamen's 
rights  and  free  trade." 

Mr.  McKsi  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
going  to  place  the  appointment  of  the  other  6eld 
officers  of  each  regiment,  as  well  as  the  Colonefs, 
in  th«  President  and  8enate.*-The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 


Satukday,  January  9. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
owners  of  merchant  mills  and  others,  remonstra- 
ting against  the  retrospective  operation  given  to 
the  law  extending  Oliver  fivans's  patent  for  im- 
provements in  manufacturing  flour  and  meal,  and 
praying  relief.  The  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  CflBVES.from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  certain  partial  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  1813,  (additional  appro- 
priation for  the  expenses  of  Congress;)  a  bill 
making  appropriationafor  the  support  of  the  Navf 
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of  the  United  Stales  for  1813;  a  bill  to  Increase 
the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and 
Navy  De|)artineDt  (to  a  level  with  that  of  the  two 
other  Secretaries ;)  which  several  bills  were  twice 
read  and  cojumilied. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House,  in  Committee  of  Whole,  resumed 
(be  consideration  of  the  new  army  bill. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  concluded  the  speech  he 
yesterday  commenced,  as  given  entire  in  yester- 
day's debate. 

Mr.  duiNCT  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do 
not  rise  to  reply  to  the  honorable  the  SpfiAKSRi 
who  it  seems  has  descended  from  the  Chair,  in  or- 
der to  do  that  which  no  other  member  of  this 
House  was  either  willing  to  undertake,  or  was 
deemed  competent  to  perform.  1  should  blush 
for  myself  and  for  the  good  and  wise,  the  o.nly 
portion  of  this  comma nity,  of  whose  applause  I 
am  ambitious,  could  I  deem  a  reply  necessary. 
As  a  public  man,  I  never  expect,  I  never  wish 
any  other,  or  farther  influence,  than  what  results 
from  distinct  principteS|  and  those  prineiples  em- 
anating from  knowh,  or  proved  facts.  He  who 
refutes  those  principles,  or  disproves  those  facts, 
has  ro)r  honor.  He  who  misrepresents,  or  mis- 
takes either  one  or  the  other,  has  my  pity,  or  my 
contempt,  according  to  the  proportion  oi  imbe- 
cility ot  head  or  corruption  of  heart  which  enters 
into  the  cause  of  such  roi-stake,  or  misrepresenta- 
tion. I  cannot  put  myself  upon  the  level  of  re- 
tort. That,  in  my  observations,  I  did  not  pass 
the  fair  lirairs  of  parliamentary  discussion  is  ob- 
vious from  this,  that  the  honorable  the  Spsakbr 
himself,  then  presiding  in  this  House,  neither  stop- 
ped me  himself  nor  permitted  others  to  do  it, 
when  it  was  attempted. 

Sofaras  respects  any  personal  reflections,  which 
have  fallen  from  the  honorable  Speaker,  or  may 
fall  from  other  members,  touching  me,  individu- 
ally, he  and  they  have  their  liberty.  Such  as  my 
reputation  is,  before  fiilUngsgate  opens  its  flood- 
gates, such  it  will  remain,  after  the  odious  flood 
shall  have  passed  by.  For,  Mr.  Chairman,  this 
is  my  consolation  and  support-:— 

**  Viftne  may  be  asaailed,  but  never  hart ; 
8aT|Mrised  by  nnjast  foes,  but  not  ealhraUed ; 
Yea,  even  that,  which  mischief  mean^  most  harfli« 
Shall,  in  the  happy  trial,  prove  most  glofy. 
But  eviJ^  on  itself  shall  back  recoil. 
And  mix  no  more  with  goodness  I — 
•         •        •        •      IfthUfail, 
The  piUsred  firmament  is  rottenness* 
And  earth's  base  bailt  on  stubble." 

Mr.  Sbbffby  said  it  was  his  wish  to  speak  to 
the  subject  before  the  Committee  rose,  and  in  or- 
der to  afford  the  Speaker  (to  whose  speech  he 
meant  to  direct  his  observations)  an  opportunity 
of  defending  himself,  which  he  could  not  do  if 
he  were  in  the  Chair,  he  therefore  moved  that  the 
Committee  do  rise,  report  progress,  and  have  leave 
to  sit  again.  He  said,  that  as  he  was  prevented 
from  the  necessary  exertion  by  a  violent  head-ache 
and  a  general  indisposition,  he  hoped  the  House 
would, not  object  to  indulging  him. 


Mr.  WiLLiAMB  said  that  it  gave  him  regret,  that 
his  duty  on  this  point  should  be  at  variance  with 
his  inclination,  which  dictated  to  him  to  allow 
the  indulgence  the  gentleman  wished,  in  consid- 
eration of  his  indisposition  ;  but  the  bill  had  beea 
already  so  long,  and  so  unnecessarily  delayed,  and 
had  undergone  such  ample  discussion,  that  he 
could  not  agree  to  the  motion. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived — 60  to  41. 

Mr.  Williams  said :  I  hope,  Mr  Chairman,  that 
I  shall  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  oppose  the 
motion  from  a  desire  to  restrain  debate,  but  from 
a  sense  of  duty,  which  dictates  to  me  that  a  bill 
which  has  been  un/der  discussion  for  a  fortnight, 
and  ought  to  have  been  passed  a  week  ago,  should 
be  vigorously  prosecuted  without  any  further  loaa 
of  time.  Mr.  W.  then  adverted  to  the  character 
of  the  debate,  and  hoped  that  for  the  honor  of 
Congress,  and  of  genueoien  themselves,  future 
debates  would  assume  a  different  complexion. 

Mr.  Randolpb  said  he  would  put  it  to  the  can- 
dor of  his  honorable  friend  from  South  Carolina 
and  of  the  Committee,  whether,  after  the  House 
had  adjourned  over  three  successive  days  for  the 
accommodation  of  gentlemen  of  one  political  de- 
scription,  whether,  on  the  eve  of  Saturday,  a  dav 
too  so  intemperately  cold,  that  we  from  the  South 
can  hardly  keep  out  of  the  flre,  and  with  minda 
scarcely  less  torpid  than  our  bodies,  gentlemea 
can  be  expected  to  do  justice  to  the  subject  and 
to  themselves?  He  presumed  the  Committee 
would  think  it  but  reasonable  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  bis  colleague.  He  owned  that  he  waa 
never  more  surprised  than  at  the  opposition  from 
his  honorable  friend  over  the  Way ;  it  was  so  un* 
lik^  his  usual  liberality  to  his  opponents.  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  do  rise,  and 
report  progress,  with  leave  to  sit  ai^ain. 

This  called  up  Mr.  Williams,  who  said,  he  op- 
posed the  motion  from  a  sense  of  dutv,  and  if  he 
understood  parliamentary  practice,  he  had  not 
acted  illiberally.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  wide 
range  to  the  debate,  the  House  had  gone  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole-^  but  if  at  two  o'clock,  whea 
the  Committee  wfis  willing  to  hear  what  gentle- 
men had  to  sa.y,  il  was  proposed  to  adjourn,  ia 
order  to  eootinae  the  debate  on  Monday,  he,  for 
one,  could  not  coasent  to  it. 

If  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  the  only  one 
to  apeak,  he  would  with  pleasure  consent.  But 
as  others  might  also  be  disposed  to  speak,  which 
might  lengthen  the  debate  unnecessarily,  he  could 
not ;  and  if  gentlemen  neglected  the  opportunity 
afforded,  when  the.Committee  were  ready  to  hear 
them,  they  should  not  speak  in  the  House  if  hie 
vote  oould  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Randolph  agreed  that  the  debate  was  in- 
deed unnecessarily  protracted,  that  it  embraced 
a  scope  much  wider  than  the  limits  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  that  it,  had  assumed  a  character  of  which 
he  must  be  excused  from  speaking.  He  said,  if 
the  House  had  shown  a  disposition  to  discussion, 
not  only  in  range,  but  in  time,  the  observations 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
might  apply.    If  on  Monday,  the  gentleman  had 
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said,  take  till  Saturday  ta  discuss  this  bill  in  the 
Committee)  he,  for  one,  would  hare  thought  it 
was  enough  ;  but  considering  how  the  debate  had 
proceeded,  he  could  not  help  saying,,  that  it  was 
somewhat  hard  to  refuse  the  accommodation. 
Mr.  R.  observed,  that  as  he  had  not  used  the  term 
^'  illiberal,"  he  therefore  could  not  understand  in 
what  way  the  honorable  gentleman  could  talk  of 
repelliu^  a  charge  of  the  kind,  as  if  it  had  come 
from  him.  He  would  once  more  put  it  to  the 
common  sense  of  the  House,  whether,  when  it 
was  considered  that  at  nearly  the  same  hour  yes- 
terday, a  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  had  request- 
ed (he  would  not  say  that  he  was  not  entitled  to 
it)  and  received  a  similar  indulgence,  it  was  cor- 
rect to  refuse  it,  in  the  present  instance?  or,  wheth- 
er it  was  fair  of  proper  at  such  short  notice  to  sav, 
''speak  now,  or  ever  aAer  hold  your  tongue?" 
Mr.  R.  feiaid,  he  did  not  know  how  long  his  honor- 
Mejriend  (if  he  would  permit  him  to  call  him  so) 
bad  been  invested  wttb  the  ckricdl  character, 
thus  to  publish  the  banns,  and  tell  ^ntlemen  '^  it 
tbey  knew  any  just  cause  why  this  bill  should  not 

Stss,  to  speak  now,  or  ever  after  hold  their  tongues." 
e  appealed  to  the  House,  whether,  as  rt  regarded 
bis  colleague  and  other  eentlemen,  it  was  not 
bard,  (he  would  not  say  illiberal,)  rigorous,  and 
unfair?  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  long  wished  to  see 
the  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  House  alter- 
ed, and  he  hoped  an  alteration  would  take  place, 
but  it  could  not  be  done  retrospectively,  nor  ciro- 
uttaneously  with  the  evil.  Their  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding was  a  great  abuse  and  waste  of  the  pub- 
lic time,  and  the  public  interest.  He  farn  would 
see  it  otherwise ;  be  fain  would  see  that  when 
any  business  was  appointed,  it  would  be  done,  and 
that  the  order  of  the  day  should  not  be  a  mere 
entry  in  the  records;  that  a  fixed  time  should  be 
set  for  each  particular  business,  something  like 
the  docket  of  a  court ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  ap- 
pointed time,  the  minority  should  acquiesce  in 
taking  the  queiftion.  If  business  was  arranged 
in  some  such  way  as  this,  half  the  time  occupied 
by  this  bill  would  have  been  enough.  He  said, 
that  In  the  manner  as  well  as  the  matter  of  bp- 
positioii  to  the  request  of  bis  colleague,  there  was 
somefhitog  which  gave  him  equal  surprise  and 
concern.    The  gentleiiian  who  claimed  the  indul- 

Snce  is,  perhaps,  of  the  smallest  party  in  the 
ottse;  but  he  has  rights;  and  I  would  remark, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  when  he  speaks,  it  is  not  an  idle 
waste  of  words.  Bat.  if  the  question  was  to  be 
forced  upon  the  House,  he  hoped  there  would  be 
at  least  bank  notice,  with  three  daye  ef  grace^ 
even  a  shorter  time  mieht  suffice.  He  hoped  still 
the  indulgence  would  be  conceded. 

Mr.  Williams,  after  again  declaring  his  oppo- 
sition grew  out  of  what  he  believed  toWa  prin- 
ciple of  duty,  observed  that  he  acknowledged  nim- 
self  overcome  by  the  arguments  of  his  honorable 
friend,  and  yielded  the  point.  He  should  vote  for 
the  Committee  to  rise. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  carried. 

The  SpEAKBa  having  resumed  the  Chair,  Mr. 
LrrTLB  moved  that  the  Committee  do  not  bave 
l«ave  to  sit  again.— Negatived. 


Monday,  January  11. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittiDg 
a  statement  of  moneys  disbursed  from  the  Trea- 
sury for  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  during  the  year  1812,  with  copies  of  Coa- 
suiar  accounts  for  the  years  1810  and  1811. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Coid- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  raising  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  of  twenty  thousand  men 
for  one  year* 

Mr.  Sheppbt  said,  he  felt  grateful  for  the  op- 
portunity which  had  been  afforded  him,  to  deliver 
his  sentimentson  the  subject  before  the  Commit- 
tee. It  was  now  about  a  year  ago,  when  he  had 
stated  bis  reasons  at  length  on  the  question  of  the 
war  then  meditated  against  Great  Britain.  Sioee 
that  time,  he  had  been  generally  a  silent,  though 
not  an  inattentive  spectator.  Conscious  that  there 
had  fallen  to  his  share  a  full  portion  of  the  frailty 
common  to  man,  he  felt  disposed  to  distrust  his 
own  opinion.  He  had  even  hoped  he  might  he 
mistaken,  he  had  hoped  that  experience  would 
prove  the  fallacy  of  his  apprehensions;  that  the 
predictions  of  gentlemen,  who  differed  from  him 
in  sentiment,  would  be  realized  ;  that' the  rights 
of  the  country  would  be  secured  bvarms,  to  which 
the  majority  had  resorted ;  aud  that  the  evils  an- 
ticipated would  vanish  before  us.  On  a  review, 
however,  of  the  reaspns  which  had  then  influ- 
enced him,  aided  by  the  experience  of  the  last 
year,  he  found  his  opinions,  not  only  unshaken, 
but  strongly  confirmed. 

The  brli  before  us,  said  Mr.  S.,  contemplates 
an  addition  of  twenty  thousand  men  to  the  army 
heretofore  authorized  to  be  raised.  By  the  meas- 
ures preparatory  to  the  war,  upwards  of  thirty- 
six  thousand  men  were  directed  to  be  enlisted; 
with  the  addition  now  contemplated,  our  regular 
army  will  amount  to  more  than  fifty-six  thousand 
men.  The  question  which  at  once  presents  iuelf 
to  every  mind  disposed  to  inquire,  is,  What  is  the 
object  of  this  vast  military  foree  ?  We  are  here 
not  left  to  conjecmre ;  this  inquiry  has  been  an- 
ticipated, and  we  bave  been  directly  told  by  the 
chairman  of  theMilllary  Committee,  (Mr.  Wel- 
LiAMB,)  that  it  is  intended  for  offensiv«  parposes  ; 
that  the  conquest  of  Canada,  Nova  Bcotia,  and 
New  Brunswick,  is  to  be  achieved.  If  I  have  amy 
right  to  deliberate  on  this  subject,  and  to  express 
the  opinion  which  my  view  of  the  real  interests 
of  the  country  dictates,  I  at  once  say,  that  I  can- 
not give  my  assent  to  raise  such  a  force  for  such 
a  purpose.  Was  an  augmentation  of  the  army 
required  to  defend  us  against  any  enemy,  either 
on  the  maritime  or  inland  frontier,  no  member  of 
this  House  would  more  readily  accord  the  means 
of  defence  and  protection  than  myself.  In  such 
event,  I  shall  not  inquire  how  we  got  into  the 
situation,  or  by  whose  temerity  the  enemy  has 
been  brought  on  our  borders.  Ishall  consider  cfe- 
fence  as  a  matter  of  imperious  necessity,  forbid- 
ding all  calculations  as  to  means  and  cooae* 
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ouMKCs.  Bat,  as  it  is  adinttted  br  all,  tlwt  the 
force  already  autborissed  i»  more  tMm  soffieient 
for  every  defeoaive  |>arpose;  as  it  is  eipressly 
avoided  that  it  is  required  for  oifeDsivo  operations 
in  tbe  territories  of  the  enemy,  the  question  as- 
siunesa  diSerent  shape ;  it  is  stripped  of  the  ortr- 
roiins^  iofloeiiee  which  attends  necessity ;  it  be- 
comes a  mere  qaestioo  of  expediency,  controlled 
by  ikt'  Tar^oos  considerations  which  reason  and 
policy  may  dictate.  So  far  as  my  conduct  is 
concerned,  before  I  can  conseat  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  in  tbe  manner  contempla- 
ted, I  must  be  conviaoed  that  the  objects  iu 
controversy  are  not  only  just,  but  of  sufficient 
importance  in  their  practical  effect  on  the  com- 
munity to  justify  auah  an  experiment,  and  not 
attainable  in  any  other' way ;  that  there  is  a  rea- 
sonable probability  that  such  a  war  will  secure 
to  as  those  objects ;  and  that  we  are  not  «ndan- 
ij^ering  the  greater  good,  to  obtain  an  exemption 
from  the  lesser  evil;  hazjirding  certain  great 
rights^  to  secure  others  of  far  inferior  Importance. 

Bewrm  I  enter  into  the  discnssion  connected 
wiiik  ib«  merits  of  the  qaestioo,  permit  me  to  no- 
tice a  vemark,  of  late,  often  repeated  in  this 
Hotise  hf  gentlemen  of  the  majority.  I  allade 
to  the  high  claim  which  is  set  ap  over  the  minds 
of  tbe  oommantty.  It  is  said  that,  war  having 
been  declared,  all  eonsidevations  as  to  its  policy 
or  justice  hre  out  of  the  question;  and  it  is  re- 
quired of  tts,  as  an  imperions  duty,  to  unite  in  the 
measures  which  may  be  proposed  by  them  for  its 
prosecution,  and  we  are  promised  a  speedy,  hon- 
orable, and  sueeessfnl  issue.  Do  gentlemen  re- 
quire of  us  to  act  against  oi^r  convictions?  Do 
they  ask  that  we  should  follow,  with  a  rel octant 
step,  in  the  career  which  we  believe  will  end  in 
ruin?  Or  do  they  suppose  that,  while  on  the 
simpkeat  subject,  an  honest  diversity  of  sentiment 
exists,  on  this  complicated  and  ail-important  one, 
our  minds  are  cast  into  the  same  mould?  Uni- 
formity of  action  is  only  desirable  where  tbtere  is 
uniformity  ef  sentiment ;  and  that,  on  most  sub- 
iects,  will  onlv  exist  where  tbe-mind  is  eacbained 
by  the  fear  wnich  despotic  power  inspires. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  the  obedience  to  the 
will  of  the  majority  is  the  first  principle  of  repre- 
sentative government,  and  enjoins  what  gentle- 
men require.  Yes,  sir,  obedience  to  all  conslilu- 
tibnal  acts,  is  a  high  and  commanding  dtity  on 
the  part  oi  the  minority  and  the  people ;  anji  all 
faotiotts  opposition  is  highly  criminal.  But  this 
does  not  prevent  any  one  in  this  House,  or  in  the 
nation,  to  nse  every  proper  effort  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  evil ;  or,  to  efKCt  a  repeal  of  measures 
iigurious  to  the  puUic  interest.  And  liow  can 
this  be  done,  unless  there  is  full  liberty  to  think, 
and  to  speak,  and  act,  as  onr  convictions  shall 
dictate?  If  this  be  denied,  then  there  is  an  end 
to  free  govemiBeat.  A  majority  never  can  be 
corrected.  They  are  irresponsible  and  despotic ; 
they  may  prepare  the  yoke  when  they  please,  we 
must  submit  to  it  in  silence. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot,  consistently  with  my 
aense  of  duty,  yield  tbe  onlimited  confidence  in 
>thair  measttresi  whicb  the  majority  demuid.  My 


reason  must  be  convinced,  before  my  confidence 
can  be  bestowed.  There  are,  indeed, cases  where 
superior  virtue  and  wisdom,  tested  by  long  and 
sueeessfnl  experience,  has  a  strong  claim  to  our 
confidence.  But  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  the 
case  here.  A  retrospect  of  the-  transactions'  of 
the  last  eight  years,  will  show  how  much  gentle- 
men have  been  mistaken  and  disappointed  in  their 
vietrs  of  our  foreign  policy;  particularly  that 
part  which  is  connected  with  the  difiiculties  in 
which  we  now  find  ourselves,  and  which  maybe 
said  to  be  the  ground-work  ot  them.  In  making 
this  declaration,  and  in  leading  your  attention  to 
the  facts,  it  is  not  my  object  to  give  offence  to 
any  one.  I  believe  gentlemen  are  actuated  by 
the  purest  motives,  and  sincerely  disposed  to  ren- 
der essential  service  to  the  country.  I  speak  of 
fscts  only,  intending  to  show  a  mistaken,  not  a 
corrupt  or  vicious  course. 

Our  difficulties  with  Great  Britain  commenced 
soon  after  the  treaty  of  1794  (generally  called 
**  Jay's  Treaty")  expired  by  its  own  limitation,  in 
ccnsequence  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  About  that 
time  the  British  €K>vero meat  offered  to  our  Minis* 
ter,  then  resident  in  London,  a  renewal  of  the  trea- 
ty. That  instrument  had  been  negotiated  under  the 
auspices,  and  received  the  sanction  of  WASUiiro- 
TON,  the  father  and  benefactor  of  his  country.  It 
is  troe,  that  its  stipulations  did  not  embrace  every 
subject  which  we  could  have  wished,  and  those 
that  were  embraced,  were  not  so  advantag^usiy 
settled  as  mi^ht  have  been  done,  had  we  had  it 
in  our  power  to  have  dictatled  the  terms.  But 
it  Is  equally  true,  that  experience  refuted  all  the 
speculations,  and  dissipated  all  the  apprehensions^ 
with  which  thecountry  was  filled  at  the  time  of  its 
ratificatiooi  During  its  operation  we  enjoyed  a  de- 
gree of  prosperitv  uneianipled  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  Our  leading  interests  fiourished  in  a 
manner  unknown  before,  and  unexperienced  since; 
our  agriculture  was  encouraged  by  high  prices 
atid  ready  markets  for  its  products ;  the  freedom 
of  narigation,  and  the  enterprise  of  our  people^ 
carried  our  commerce  to  every  part  of  the  globe. 
I  ask  this  House  and  this  nation,  whether  their 
hopes  or  wishes  extend  beyond  wnat  we  theti  en- 
joyed ?  If  they  do,  they  hope  for  that  which  is 
opposed  by  all  human  probability,  and  they  wish 
for  that  which  has  scarcely  ever  faflien  to  the  lot 
of  man.  We  were,  indeed,  not  exempt  from  eve- 
ry evil,  or  gratified  by  every  possible  good.  What 
nation  or  individual  ever  reached  that  state  ?  But 
the  great  essentials  of  national  prosperity  were 
in  our  possession.  Our  Qovernment,  however, 
was  not  satisfied-.  The  overture  of  the  British 
Gk>vernment  was  rejected,  under  the  impression, 
no  doubt,  that  better  terms  could  be  ootained : 
that  tbe  situation  of  Great  Britain  would  compel 
her  to  yield  to  our  demands,  however  extensive. 

•  Soon  after  the  rejection  of  this  overture,  Qreat 
Britain  assumed  the  right  to  interdict  the  trade 
in  the  products  of  her  enemies'  colonies,  when 
taken  directly  from  those  colonies  to  the  mother 
country,  con  tor  mably,  as  she  asserted,  to  the  princi- 
ples adopted  in  the  war  of  1756.  In  consequence 
of  whieh,  oor  Government,  with  a  riew  to  coerce 
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Jier  into  a  relinquishmem  of  ber  preteDsjon^, 
passed/the  partial  noD-importation  ace  of  1806.  It 
had  not  the  intended  and  promised  effect.  Tbey 
again  resorted  to  negotiation,  and  repealed  the 
restriction.  About  this  time,  a  change  happened 
in  the  British  cabinet,  bigbly  auspicious  to  our 
interests.  "  Our  friends,"  yes,  our  old  friends,  who 
had  espoused  our  cause  in  time  of  peril  and  dan- 
ger, who  bad  defended  our  rights  during  all  the 
-vicissitudes  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  had  mani- 
fested their  friendship  for  us  on  every  occasion 
aince,  got  into  power.  With  these  men,  a  nego- 
tiation was  opened  by  our  Government  through 
the  instrumentality  of  our  Ministers,  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Pinkney,  which  resulted  in  a  treaty,  as 
our  own  Ministers  declared, "  both  honorable  and 
advantageous  to  the  United  States,"  and  the  beat 
that  could  be  obtained.  It  was  not  only  "  advan- 
tageous" as  it  respected  our  commerce,  but  the 
iniormal  understanding  which  accompanied  it, 
would  have  secured  us  affaiost  the  abuses  of  im- 
,  pressmen ts ;  so  our  own  Ministers  believed.  But 
U  was  rejected  without  being  even  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  The  reasons  hare  never  been  dis- 
alosed  to  ,the  nation.  I  presume,  however,  that  it 
waa  confidently  expected  that  ^uch  was  the  situ- 
ation of  Great  Britain,  that  any  terms  that  we 
should  dictate  would  be  granted. 

The  terms  which  our  Government  demanded 
not  being  accorded  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
m  new  policy  was  resorted  to  by  our  Government, 
which  was  held  up  to  the  nation  as  a  sovereign 
remedy  for  all  our  difficulties,  which  were  daily 
increasing.  An  embargo,  not  limited  in  its  dura- 
tion, was  laid  on  our  shipping*  The  promin;ent 
yirtues  of  this  remedy  were  supposed  to  be*— that 
it  would  coerce  the  belligerents,  but4>articularly 
Great  Britain,  into  an  abandonment  of  their  in- 
jurious measures  5  and,  above  all,  that  it  would 
aave  us  from  being  involved  in  war.    The  ex- 

f»erience  of  one  year,  however,  manifested  how 
ittle  its  supporters  understood  of  the  means  and 
resources  of  other  natiojis,  and  of  the  character 
of  our  own.  The  privations  to  which  a  great 
portion  of  our  people  were  subjected  in  conse- 
quence of  this  measure,  coereed  our  Goyeroment 
into  a  repeal,  long  before  an^  sensible  impression 
could  be  made  on  Great  JBri tain.  The  embargo 
was  abandoned,  because  the  people  would  bear  it 
no  longer,  and  the  non-intercourse  system  was 
adopted  in  its  stead.  This  also  had  its  day — but 
this,  like  the  embargo,  experience  condemned  as 
injurious  and  ruinous  policy;  and  the  public 
Toice  called  tot  its  repeal.  It  was  succeeded  by 
the  act  of  the  first  of  May,  1610,  the  source  of  our 
present  difilculties. 

When  this  act  passed  this  House,  we  were  told 
that  its  provisions  held  out  the  strongest  induce- 
ment to  each  of  the  great  belligerents,  to  precede 
its  rival  in  the  abrogation  of  the  injurious  edicu 
affecting  the  commerce  of  this  country,  and  tfiat 
whoever  might  lead  the  other  would  unquestion- 
ably follow.  It  required  very  little  sa|^ity  to 
penetrate  this  subject.  It  was  easily  foreseen 
that  this  measure  would  be  employed  to  detach 
us  from  .oar  nautcal  situ^tioui  which  it  was  so 


much  our  interest,  and  had  been  so  much  oar  de- 
sire, to  maintain.  Tbii apprehension,  experience 
has  realized.  We  now  feel  the  consequences  ia 
their  fullest  extent.     • 

After  we  had  become  the  dupes  of  French 
perfidy,  by  putting  in  force  the  non-importation 
system  against  Ghreat  Britain,  under  the  belief, 
that  on  the  first-dsv  of  November,  1810,  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  repealed,  the  fabe- 
hood  of  which  has  since  been  placed  beyond  all 
rational  doubt,  it  happened  as  had  been  anticipated, 
that  finding  the  inemciency  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem against  Great  Britain,  the  nation  was  called 
on,  about  the  commencement  of  last  session,  to  as- 
sume a  threatening  attitude  towards  that  Power. 
We  were  then  told  by  the  supporters  of  oar  for- 
eign policy,  that  wav^  would  not  be  necessary* 
That  justice  was  withheld  from  us  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  that  nation  under  the  impression  that 
force  would  not  be  used  to  maintain  our  rights, 
which  impression  it  was  only  necessary  to  remove 
by  manifesting  a  determined  spirit  in  making 
warlike  preparations.  This  prevailed  with  many, 
and  the  army  was  voted.  But  it  did  not  intimi- 
date our  enemy.  We  were  then  told,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  declare  war,  as  aflR>rdio^  conclusive 
evidence  of  our  sincerity  ;  but  that  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  eoniinoe  it  beyond  a  few  w^eeks, 
whejn  our  objecu  would  be  attained  by  a  just  and 
honorable  peac&  We  were  also  told,  at  the  same 
time,  that  in  six  weeks  after  the  declaration  of 
war,  w«  should  be  in  possession  of  a  great  portion 
of  ^be  enemy's  colonies.  All  these  promises  have 
been  disappointed.  We  have  effected  nothing  by 
commercial  restrictions,  nothtnj^  by  arms,  and 
nothing  by  negotiation;  and,  if  there  is  not  a 
change  in  our  policy,  the  war  promises  to  be 
perpetual. 

Sir,  I  have  led  your  attention  to  this  retrospect, 
because  it  affords  an  apology  for  my  declining  to 
place  implicit  confidence'  either  in  the  means  or 
m  the  promises  of  gentlemen  who  call  upon  us 
for  our  confidenbe.  This  experience  of  eight 
years  satisfies  my  mind,  that  they  are  totally  mis- 
taken in  their  views,  touching  our  foreign  rela- 
tionst  It  has  been  the  opposite  of  that  which  I 
conceive  to  be  the  true  policy.  In  the  present 
state  of  the  world,  the  preservation  of  our  neu- 
trality ought  to  have  been  the  first  object,  boc  by 
the  measures  pursued,  it  has  been  made  subordi- 
nate, not  to  practical  interest  which  ought  to 
have  been  secondary,  but  even  to  notions  of  ab- 
stract right,  and  while  their  avowed  object  was 
to  save  us  from  war,  were  calculated,  step  by 
step,  to  draw  us  into  it. 

Having  detained  yop  thus  long,  with  these  pre- 
liminary topics,  permit  me  to  draw  your  attention 
to  those  that  grow  directljr  out  of  the  bill  before 
the  Committee.  I  have  said,  that  the  causes  ooffht 
not  only  to  be  just,  but  important  in  their  effect 
on  the  community,  to  justify  a  resort  to  arms.  I 
will  say  more.  A  nation  situated  as  this  is,  who 
has  so  much  to  lose,  and  so  little  to  gain,  ought 
not  to  relinquish  its  peaceful  state  but  in  the  last 
extceoiity.  Are  the  causes  which  existed  at  the 
time  when  .this  war  waa  declared,  of  that  cfaarac* 
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ter  which,  a«cor4ing  to  this  idea,  jastificd  its  com* 
meocemeot;  and  are  those  bow  remain iog  suffi- 
cient to  sanction  its  continuance? 

I  exclude  all  consideration  of  the  abstract  jus- 
tice of  our  complaints  against  Great  Britain. 
Upon  that  subject  I  never  had  but  one  opinion.  I 
always  did  believe  that  her  conduct  towards  this 
country  was  not  only  unjust  as  li  affected  us,  but 
impolitic  as  it  affected  herself. 

Before  the  war  commenced  last  Summer,  the 
Orders  in  Council  formed  the  principal  ground 
of  complaint  against  Great  Britain.  I  venture  to 
assert,  without  the  dread  of  contradiction,  that  if 
the  repeal  which  has  since  taken  place  had  hap- 
pened and  been  known  here  before  we  resorted  to 
the  sword,  we  should  have  remained  at  peace.  I 
make  this  declaration  on  (whati  deem)  the  most 
unquestionable  authority.  The  proof  is  on  record. 
In  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  President  of  the  United 
States  through  our  Minister  in  London,  proposed 
to  the  British  Government  to  relinquish  the  embar- 
go as  to  her,  on  condition  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  revoked.  In  1809,  Mr.  Madison  entered  into 
the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  which  made 
the  same  condition  thesole  foundation  for  restoring 
amicable  intercourse  between  the  two  nations.  In 
1810  and  1811,  the  discussions  between  our  Gov- 
ernment and  that  of  Great  Brilain  were  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  that  subject.  And  io  1812, 
preceding  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Secretary  of 
State  informed  the  British  Envoy,  that  if  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  were  revoked  the  non-importation 
act  would  cease  immediately.  During  the  whole 
of  this  {>eriod,  our  compUiots  were  directed  to  the 
Orders  i  n  Council,  and  our  measures,  (I  speak  of 
our  restrictive  system,)  so  far  as  they  affected 
Great  Britain,  were  adopted  with  a  single  eye  to 
their  repeal.  Until  the  war  was  declared,  1  did 
not  suppose  that  it  would  be  waged  for  any  other 
object. 

The  Orders  in  Council,  thouffb  a  violation  of 
our  maritime  rights  in  point  of  priViciple,  were 
practically  of  very  little    injury  to  our  com- 
onerce  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  which 
we  are  now  engaged.    The  reasons  are  obvious. 
Our  commerce  to  France,  Holland^.  Italy,  dbc, 
never  was. of  greiit  importance.    And  the  effect 
of  the  French  ^^municipal  regulations''  had  caused 
it  to  dwindle  into  insignificance.    The  exclu-* 
sioos,  restrictions,  impositions,  and  confiscations, 
so  permanent  ia  the  commercial  code  (and  prac- 
tice) of  Napoleon,  had  inspired  our  merchants 
with  a  due  portion  of  caution,  how  they  ventured 
their  property  into  the  power  of  a  Government 
actuated  by  no  liberal  principle,  and  bound  by  no 
faith.   From  this  state  of  tbiiigs,  it  was  not  difficult 
to  conjecture  that  the  period  was  not  distant  when 
Great  Britain  must  becooie  convinced  of  the  inef- 
ficiency of  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  re- 
spected their  retaliatory  object  on  her  enemy.  How 
could  France  be  distressed  by  the  British^  inter- 
diction of  her  foreign  commerce,  when  France 
herself  was  hostile  to  that  commerce — when  she 
adopted  every  measure  to  narrow,  to  shackle,  and 
ultimately  to  exclude  it?    We  had  even  strong 
evidence  that  British  statesmen  began  to  waver 


on  the  subject.'  The  vote  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, during  the  last  Winter,  showed  a  minority 
unusually  strong,  and  indicated  most  clearly  that 
before  long  the  Orders  in  Council  were  doomed 
to  perish.  But,  with  this  information  before  our 
eyes,  we  hurried  on  to  war  without  waiting  for 
the  event  or  even  without  waiting  for  prepara- 
tion. 

The  Orders  in  Council  havesincebeen  repealed. 
The  manner  has  indeed  been  objected  to  by  the 
honorable  Speaker,  (Mr.  Glaif,)  because  the  right 
to  secure  them  in  certain  events  is  reserved.  Bui 
surely  this  cannot  be  and  has  not  been  considered 
by  oiir  Government  a  serious  objectioo<;  for  with- 
out such  reservation  the  power  to  revive  them 
existed  to  every  possible  extent.  The  only  ques- 
tioB  is,  do  they  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  com^ 
merce?  This  is  not  doubted.  The  remaining 
obstacle,  therefore,  to  a  good  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  the  sole  ostensible 
cause  for  persevering  in  the  war,  is  the  subject  of 
impressments. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  difficult  and  unquestionably 
an  interesting  subject.  Not  that  I  place  entire 
confidence  in  the  sympathetic  descripiions^of  the 
magnitude  of  the  evil,  which  we  have  so  often 
heard  and  daily  heard  in  this  House.  I  am  ia-r 
elided  to  believe  fancy  has  colored  the  picture 
too  highly.  There  is  one  reason,  above  all  others, 
which  leads  me  to  that  conclusion.  It  is  thii  : 
In  that  section  of  the  United  States  of  which 
two-thirds  of  our  seamen  are  natives,  there  is -a 
strong  overwhelming  current  of  opinion  against 
this  war.  Can  it  be  possible  that  the  country 
where  dwells  the  kindred  of  those  who  are  said 
to  be  incarcerated  in  great  numbers  in  the  ^'  float- 
ing.dunaeons"  of  Great  Britain  is  not  only  indif- 
ferent about  the  fate  of  its  children,  but  opposes, 
as  ruinous,  the  war  waged  for  their  protection  t 
It  is  certainly  a  curious  spectacle  to  see  the  de- 
fenders of  seamen's  rights  come  from  those  por- 
tions of  the  Union  that  have  little  commerce,  and 
few  if  any  seamen.  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate 
that  those  gentlemen  do  wrong  in  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  oppressed,  to  whatever  quarter  they 
may  belong ;  out  I  state  the  fact  to  show  that 
their  sympathies  may  possibly  have  magnified 
the  evil — and  to  infer  nrom  it,  that  the  oppoei- 
tion  of  those  most  immediately  interested  is  to  be 
ascribed,  not  to  their  insensibility,  but  to  their 
apprehensions  that  this  war,  instead  of  securing 
seamen's  ri^hts^  will  banish  their  seamen  into 
foreign  service. 

The  controversy  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  seems  to  have  been  broilebt  to  a 
single  point.  She  claims  the  service  of  her  sea- 
faring sublets  in  time  of  danger.  Our  Gtovera- 
ment  admits  this  right.  To  give  effect  to  the 
right  thus  claimed  and  admitted,  she  insists  that 
her  officers  may  go  on  board  our  merchant  ships 
on  the  high  seas,  or  in  her  ports— search  for  and 
take  her  subjects.  This  our  Govern  meat  deny, 
and  claim  the  immunity  of  the  flag  so  far  as  per- 
sons are  concerned ;  because,  under  the  pretext 
of  uking  British  subjects,  American  citizens  are 
fneqaeatiy  takeaw    It  does,  indeed,  not  distinetly 
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appear  in  the  laM  eommuDication  from  our  Bx- 
eoutive  to  the  British  Governmeiit,  that  they 
mean  by  the  terms  American  ctiiiehs,  whether 
it  ioeludes  naturalized  pemoos  as  weil  as  natives. 
With  respect  to  those  of  the  first  descriptioa.  I 
confess  I  (eel  no  great  interest  for  their  immnoity 
mhroad  or  on  the  high  seas ;  I  am  one  of  those 
who  think  that  we  act  sufficiently  liberal  when 
we  offer  them  an  asylum  from  the  oppression  or 
poYerty  of  their  own  country,  receive  them  into 
our  bosom,  and  extend  to  them  all  the  advantages 
belonging  to  us;  and  so  long  as  they  remain 
within  our  territorial  limits,  they  shall,  with  my 
eoBsent,  hare  the  full  benefit  of  the  protection 
which  our  laws  afford  to  aU.  But  I  cannot  con- 
aeot  that  the  native  blood  of  this  country  shall 
be  profusely  wasted  to  protect  aliens  born,  wher- 
ever they  may  ramble.  We  all  profess  t  deep 
solicitude  for  the  interest  of  seamen.  To  describe 
their  distresses  and  to  euloj^tze  tbeir  valor  and 
patriotism,  is  one  of  the  topics  of  the  day.  And 
yet  we  are  contending  for  principles  which,  if 
stteeesafoi,  will  bring  a  host  of  foreigners  in  com- 
petition with  them  to  elbow  them  out  of  employ- 
ment. But  it  is  said  that  Great  Britain  does  the 
aame-^that  by  the  act  passed  during  the  reign  of 
Geocga  IL,  foreign  seamen  are  naturalized  who 
have  been  in  the  King's  service  for  two  years, 
and  that  she  has  no  ri^t  to  object  if  we  imitate 
her  conduct.  It  is  true,  she  has  adopted  such  a 
regulation.  But  I  have  never  heard  of  any  in- 
stance where  she  has  contended  that  such  a  per- 
aoB  la  absolted  from  hie  nataral  allegiance,  if  he 
comes  within  the  power  of  his  original  sovereign. 
1  have  understood  that  act  to  mean  that  such  per- 
aoas  shbuld  become  entitled  to  certain  rights-*- 
act  absolved  from  any  duties  towards  others, 
ahould  they  leave  the  country.  That  they  shoulcl 
have  the  ri^t  to  hold  lands— be  admitted  under 
the  regulations  of  the  navigation  act  as  British 
aeamen  on  board  merchant  ships,  and  participate 
in  the  pension  and  hospital  provisions.  Should 
I  be  mistaken,  however,  I  am  not  inclined  to  re- 
linquish my  opinion,  merely  because  the  practice 
of  Great  Britain  is  opposed  to  it. 

Sir,  I  do  not  find  fault  with  the  Administration 
for  insisting  on  the  immunity  of  our  flag,  as  it 
tespects  the  seamen.  I  approve  of  the  principle. 
It  is  of  that  character  which  at  a  proper  time  and 
with  proper  means  is  fin  effect  and  to  all  general 
purposes)  attainable,  if  we  do  not  by  ill-timed  and 
imprudent  efforts  frustrate  it.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  present  is  the  auspicious  moment  to  insist  on 
our  rights.  That  pressed  as  Great  Britain  is  by 
tlie  most  powerful  enemy  the  world  ever  saw, 
who  threatens  her  very  eiistence;  the  impres- 
sion which  we  can  make  upon  her  by  our  arms, 
will  be  greater  thaa  at  any.  other  time.  This 
very  circumstance  renders  the  attainment  of  our 
object  more  difficalt,  and  makes  our  case  hope- 
ma.  Her  danger  forbids  a  compliance  with  our 
demands.  In  her  present  strufgie,  her  naval 
power  constttuces  her  security.  Withom  that  she 
would  long  since  have  become  a  French  province. 
This  every  man  in  England  knows  and  feels. 
It  ia  well  known  that  feun-fiftha  ^  h«r  aeamen 


on  board  her  navy  render  not  voluntary  but  com- 
puUory  service.  Should  this  principle  be  estab- 
lished, which  in  all  cases  would  afford  a  secure 
asylum  in  our  merchant  ships,  it  is  dreaded  by 
British  statesmen  and  the  Britisn  people,  that  their 
seamen,  allured  by  higher  wsges  and  easier  em- 
ployment, would  abandon  their  service^  and  thus 
render  their  country  accessible  to  their  enemy. 
Hence  you  see  every  Ministry,  of  whatever  poli- 
tical party  or  distinction,  tremblingly  alive  to 
this  subject.  They  dare  not  touch  it  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  that  country.  No  man  could  main- 
tain bis  power  a  moment  after  having  hazarded 
the  public  safety  by  making  an  experiment,  the 
effect  of  which  could  not  be  foreseen,  and  may 
be  productive  of  such  disastrous  conseqaeoces. 
This  spirit  is  manifest  in  all  the  communications 
from  the  British  Cabinet  to  our  Government.  We 
have  seen  the  sentiments  of  Lord  Grenville,  Lord 
Auckland,  Lord  Holland,  and  Mr.  Fox,  nsen 
whose  prepossessions  were  in  our  favor,  and  who 
on  almost  every  other  subject  supported  our  pre- 
tensions. On  this  subject  they  resisted  our  de- 
mands, because  they  dared  not  grant  them.  While 
I  conceive  the  claims  of  our  Government  as  not 
going  too  far,  I  doubt  their  prudence  as  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  giving  them  effect.  I  fear 
that  instead  of  realizing  our  wishes  the  measures 
pursued  are  calculated  to  deprive  us  of  every 
nope  hereafter.  In  the  present  unexampled  state 
of  the  world,  according  to  my  limited  conception 
of  our  true  interest,  we  ought  to  have  seriously 
avoided  all  hostile  collision  with  foreign  Powers. 
We  ought  to  have  cherished  the  resources  within 
our  grasp.  Nothing  is  bore  obvious  than  the 
remark  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr..  BLSBOKBa,)  that,  with  all  the 
injuries  whieh  we  received  from  the  belligerents, 
our  commerce  vras  more  extensive  and  more  pro- 
fitable in  the  aggre^te  than  if  Europe  had  been 
at  peace.  We  might  have  obtained  (and  we 
ought  not  to  have  rejected)  such  temporary  ar- 
rangenaents  with  England  (with  whom  oar  com- 
merce was  chiefly  carried  on,)  which,  though 
they  did  not  embrace  all  our  interests,  would 
have  secured  those  of  first  importance  and  kept 
us  at  peace.  The  benefits  of  sdch  a  policy  are 
to  my  mind  self-evident.  Should  Europe  m  re- 
stored to  tranquillity  and  assume  something  like 
its  former  appearance,  fand  I  do  not  believe  the 
present  state  of  things  durable,)  we  should  have 
been  able  to  have  effected  every  valuable  object, 
because  such  a  change  will  probably  bring  with  it 
a-reapect  for  the  ri^ts  of  nations,  which  have 
now  no  existence  but  in  name.  And  should  an  im- 
posing attitude  have  been  wanting  to  give  effect 
to  our  claims,  we  should  have  exhibited  an  on- 
broken  spirit  and  unexhausted  resources. 

An  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Gronot,)  the  other  day,  read  some  extracts  from 
the  instructions  transmitted  to  our  Miaister  in 
London,  in  1702.  His  object  was  to  show  the 
deep  interest  which  the  ffrOAt  naan  who  then  pre- 
sided over  this  nation  leit  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressments. I  sinoerely  wish  that  while  geatle- 
ttea  resort  to  his  opinions  to  support  tbeita,  they 
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would  consent  to  imittt^  hi^  conduct.  Nothing 
can  be  more  stri kingly  different  than  liis  policy 
and  thftt  which  is  now  porsued. 

In  1793  the  subject  of  impressments  did  not 
form  the  t>nly  complaint  against  Great  Btitain* 
The  Treaty  of  Peace  remained  unexecuted  on 
her  part.  To  that  was  added  the  great  injury 
which  our  commerce  sustained  by  the  extensive 
captures  made  hj  her  cruisers  during  that  year. 
The  interest  which  was  felt  for  the  success  of  the 
French  Revolution,  against  which  Great  Britain 
had  arrayed  herself,  tended  to  excite  the  nation, 
even  beyond  the  measure  of  its  wrongs,  and  ripen 
it  for  war.  But  the  wisdom  of  WAaniNOTON 
saved  us  from  being  drawn  into  the  vortex,  which 
has  since  devoured  all  who  approached  it.  His 
genius  considered  the  true  interests  of  his  country 
to  consist  in  the  preservation  of  its  peace;  and  he 
had  firmness  enough  to  preserve  it,  though  op- 
posed by  the  strong  feelings  of  the  people.  Not- 
withslandins'  the  accumulated  wrones  which  ^e 
had  received,  he  sent  a  messenger  of  peace,  and 
ultimately  gave  his  assent  to  a  treaty  in  which 
there  was  not  one  stipulation  even  to  restrain  the 
abuses  of  impressments,  which  the  year  before 
he  had  declared  could  not  be  longer  tolerated. 
Why  was  this  done  by  him^  who,  to  say  the  least, 
had  as  much  affection  for  his  country's  rights,  as 
the  politicians  of  the  present  day — whom  fear 
never  infloienfced-^and  who  could  safely  calculate 
on  the  sop  port  of  the  people,  should  he  resort  to 
arms?  T  he  answer  is  obvtous.  Peace  upon  al- 
most any  verms  was  better  than  a  hopeless,  end- 
less contest.  What,  a  contrast  does  his  example 
present  to  the  conduct  of  those  who  now  direct 
the  destinies  of  this  nation,  and  who,  while  they 
reject  his  policy,  resort  to  his  opinions  to  support 
their  own  7 

Upon  the  subject  of  foreign  war,  and  the  ob- 
jects connected  with  it,  the  opinions  of  gentlemen 
of  the  majority  have  certainly  undergone  a  strange 
revolution  since  they  Came  into  power.  Litne 
more  than  twelve  ^ears  ago,  they  deprecated  for- 
eign war  as  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  the  genius  of  our  Government. 
Nothing  short  of  self-defence,  when  attacked  in 
our  own  country^  was  considered  as  a  justifica-^ 
tjon  for  abandoning  our  peaceful  pursuits,  and 
mingling  in  hostility  with  European  Powers. 
Every  other  object  was  deemed  subordinate  to 
the  preservation  of  peace,  because  with  it  was 
connected  every  bencnt  which  it  had  pleased  Pro- 
Tidenee  to  bestow  upon  us,  and  which  our  de^ 
tacbed  situation  rendered  secure.  We  now  hear 
those  very  gentlemen  talk  of  Rome  and  Greece 
in  their  proudest  days,  when  they  inspired  terror 
into  the  inhabitants  of  distant  climes  and  carried 
their  arms  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe ;  and 
their  example  is  held  op  for  our  imitation.  The 
almost  boundless  extent  of  our  territory  is  become 
too  limited,  add  we  hear  of  conquests  in  tlie 
North  and  Sonth^  as  essential  to  our  security  and 
happiness.  In  taking  a  retrospect,  and  contrasting 
former  opinions  with  present  conduct^  a  person 
would  almost  be  inclined  to  distrust  his  observa- 
tion, was  there  Bet  l^t  oa  record  monameats  with 


sentiments  of  former  times  entertained  by  gentle* 
men  in  the  days  of  humility,  when  they  were 
struggling  against  power.  Permit  me  to  call 
your  attention  to  a  resolution  of  the  Virginia  As- 
sembly, adopted  in  1798,  said  to  be  draughted  by 
Mr.  Madison,  now  President  of  the  Ignited  States, 
upon  this  subject.  It  was  then  considered  the 
standard  of  Republican  opinion,  by  alt  who  pro- 
fessed to  be  of  that  party.  It  in  substance  declares, 
that  though  the  General  Assembly  view  with  indig- 
nation, the  violations  of  oorcommerce,theimpre88- 
ment  of  our  seamen,  and  other  wrongs  commit* 
ted  by  foreign  nations,  yet  detached  as  the  United 
States  are  from  European  concerns,  they  should 
deprecate  a  war  waged  for  any  other  object  ex-* 
cept  self-defence,  in  cases  of  actual  invasion. 
This  resolution  had  an  eve  to  our  relations  with 
France,  from  whom  we  had  then  received  every 
injury  and  indignity  she  could  inflict,  and  with 
whom  we  were  in-a  staite  of  partial  hostility;  but 
it  explicitly  declares,  that  we  ought  to  enj^age  in 
offensive  war,  for  no  object  whatever.  Let  this 
sentiment  he  compared  with  the  conduct  of  the 
same  men  now  tbej^  are  in  power. 

The  project  to  conquer  the  British  provinces 
on  our  Northern  frontier,  the  object  contemplated 
by  the  bill  before  us,  presents  these  subjects  for 
our  inquh-y: 

1.  Is  it  attainable  within  any  reasonable  time? 

2.  Will  it,  if  effected,  secure  to  us  our  mari* 
time  rights  violated  by  Great  Britain? 

3.  If  not,  is  it  an  Indemnity  for  beinff  deprived 
of  our  rights  on  the  ocean,  and  the  loss  of  our 
people  and  our  money  in  acquiring  it?  I  beg 
leave  here  to  observe,  that  I  do  not  distinctly  un- 
derstand the  real  object  of  the  Administration  in 
relation  to  this  subject.  In  this  House  we  have 
sometimes  been  tout,  that  Canada  is  to  be  restored 
to  the  British  Government  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
as  an  inducement  to  her  to  relinquish  her  mari- 
time pretensions  injurious  to  our  commerce  and 
navigation^-at  other  times  that  it  is  to  be  retained 
at  all  events  to  prevent  collision  in  future,  and  to 
secure  us  from  the  effect  of  British  influence 
with  the  savage  tribes.  From  the  conduct  of  our 
military  commanders,  who  have  approached  the 
Canadian  lines.  I  should  infer,  that  the  eventual 
restoration  of  the  country  (should  it  be  taken)  is 
not  contemplated.  If  I  am  incorrect,  nothing  can 
be  more  unjust  and  cruel  towards  the  innocent 
inhabitants,  than  to  invite  them  to  bear  arras 
aeainst  their  Government,  as  has  been  done,  and 
ultimately  surrender  them  to  its  vengeance.  These 
invitations,  I  presume^  have  the  sanction  of  the 
Administration,  because  we  have  not  heard,  in 
any  instance,  that  they  have  either  disavowed  the 
act,  or  censured  the  officers  concerned  for  their 
conduct.  If  I  am  correct  in  my  conclusion,  thon. 
this  is  not  a  war  for  the  rights  of  commerce  and 
seamen,  but,  in  fact,  a  war  for  the  conquest  of 
Canada. 

Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  doubt  our  capacity 
to  obtain  the  conquest  of  the  British  provinces. 
I  believe  that  the  opinion,  that  we  are  a  very 
powerful  nation  abroad,  is  a  fanciful  delusion. 
To  be  powerful  abroad,  requires  a  Govemmealo^ 
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sufficient  energy,  not  only  to  bring  into  action  ai* 
the  physical  and  pecuniary  resources  oft  lie  coun- 
try, but  to  cooiniand  them  promptly.  '  The  very 
nature  of  our  Qoveromeot,  where  eTerything  de- 
pends immediately  upon  the  people,  forbids  the 
idea  that  you  can  effect  one  or  the  others  The 
inconveniences  and  privations  to  which  they  must 
be  subgected,  are  sufficient  causes  with  the  great 
body  of  the  community,  who  do  not  perceive 
Tery  distinctly  how  they  are  to  be  benefited  by 
an  offensive  war,  to  turn  their  faces  against  it. 
Their  Representatives,  knowinsr  (heir  feelings, 
dare  not  press  them  with  a  heavy  hand,  which  at 
once  destroys  everything  like  energy*  Besides, 
the  want  of  promptitude,  the  characteristic  defect 
of  such  a  Qovernment,  whose  powers  are  divided 
into  many  hands,  prevents  the  resources  even 
within  their  reach  to  be  obtained  and  applied  in 
time  to  insure  success.  The  consequence  of  all 
this  is---imbecility  in  obtaining,  and  want  of  ce- 
lerity in  applying  the  necessary,  means.  This 
may  be  considered  as  a  very  great  evil,  particu- 
larly to  those  who  have  presented  to  us  the  ex- 
ample of  Rome  in  her  proudest  days,  when  she 
was  mistress  of  the  .world,  for  our  imitation.  Sir, 
I  rejoice  that  such  is  the  state  of  my  country,  it 
Is  the  legitimate  offspring  of  our  free  institutions. 
The  people  are  strong  and  the  Government  is 
weak;  whenever  this  state  of  things  shall  be  re* 
versed,  then  shall  we  be  able  to  inspire  terror  into 
other  nations.  But  until  that  period  shall  arrive, 
we  shall  exhibit  weakness  and  slowness  of  action, 
as  to  s  11  offensive  and  external  purposes. 

I  conceive  .that  every  community  when  they 
consent  to  any  form  of  Qovernment,  (if,  indeed, 
their  consent  is  asked,)  decide  on  the  alternative— 
whether  they  prefer  to  be  strong  in  their  liberty 
and  happiness  at  home  and  feeble  abroad;  or 
whether  they  are  willing  to  relinquish  their  do- 
mestic rights  and  blessings,  for  the  empty  shadow 
of  military  glory,  in  which  they  have  no  concern, 
but  to  furnish  the  means.  As  they  decide,  so 
shall  be  their  destiny.  They  must  select  one  or 
the  other — they  cannot  have  both.  To  suppose, 
as  is  the  fashion  of  the  day,  that  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  great  blessings  of  a  free  Govern- 
ment, there  can  be  united  the  energy  of  despotic 
power,  is  supposing  a  uniop  of  opposites.  which 
never  did^  nor  ever  will  happen.  Let  me  be  un- 
derstood as  confining  these  remarks  entirely  to 
foreign  offensive  military  operations.  For  the 
purposes  of  defence  at  home,  some  of  the  great 
causes  of  our  weakness,  for  foreign  purposes,  con- 
stitute the  means  of  strength  and  seeOrity.  Our 
scattered  population,  over  an  immense  territory, 
is  a  cause  ot  weakness  for  external  operations ; 
but  It  presents  to  an  invader  obstacles  which  no 
power  can  overcome.  Besides,  every  man  feels, 
what  in  causes  of  offensive  war  he  cannot  see — 
the  great  interest  he  has  in  the  contest,  and  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  bringing  into  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  the  last  cent  of  his  money, 
and  the  last  drop  of  his  blood. 

The  happy  state  of  our  people,  and  the  general 

Srospcrity  which  hitherto  has  prevailed  in  every 
apartment  of  the  community,  forbids  any  la- 


tional  expectation  being  entertained,  that  a  larare 
regular  arraty,  the  only  kind  of  force  esseotially 
usvful  in  offensive  operations,  can  be  obtained  in 
any  reasonable  time.  Upon  this  subject  I  offered 
my  sentiments  during  the  last  session,  wheo  the 
army  bill  was  before  us.  It  was  indignantly  re- 
plied, that  it  was  degrading  tbe> country  to  sup- 
pose that  it  did  not  anurd  the  materials  for  such 
a  purpose.  That  patriotism  would  prompt  num- 
bers to  enter  the  ranks  from  the  sole  considera- 
tion to  avenge  their  country's  wrongs.  How 
much  have  these  speculations,  like  the  other  vis- 
ions of  the  times,  been  disappointed  ?  We  are 
now  told  by  the  President,  that  *'such  is  the  hap- 

*  oy  condition  of  our  country,  arising  from  the 

*  lacility  of  subsistence  and  the  high  wages  for 
^  every  species  of  occupation,  that,  notwithstand- 
^ing  the  augmented  inducements  provided  at  the 

*  last  session,  a  partial  success  only  has  attended 
'  the  recruiting  service.''  This  paragraph  speaks 
a  volume.  A  happy  people,  and  not  yet  cooteat 
with,  their  happiness,  they  must  be  led  into  the 
miseries  of  War !  The  true  reason  why  the  re- 
cruiting service  has  failed  is  here  unfolded,  bot 
the  remedy  proposed  is  totally  unappropriate.  If 
the  happiness  of  th^  people  is  the  cause  of  the 
failure,  then  their  misery  can  atone  insure  suc- 
cess. That  is  the  true  secret.  Until  you  make 
a  sufficient  portion  of  the  people  miserable  by  de- 
priving them  of  their  ordinary,and  to  them  more 
desirable  means  of  subsistence^  your  army  will 
be  composed,  principally,  of  undutjful  sons,  re- 
fractory apprentices,  the  idle,  profli^te,  and 
thoughtless,  collected  in  the  purlieus  ot  tippling- 
houses,  and  in  tliestreets  of  your  cities  and  towns, 
the  number  of  which  is  at  present  liappiiy  cir- 
cumscribed. There  indeed  may  be  some  excep- 
tions, but  they  necessarily  are  few.  To  talk  of 
the  patriotism  of  such  men  is  prostituting  the 
term.  In  our  country  the  regular  armies  will  be 
composed  of  worse  materials  than  in  any  other* 
In  the  European  communities  the  honest  and  in- 
dustrious are  often  thrown  out  of  employment  by 
the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  compelled  to  seex 
subsistence  in  a  military  life,  but  here,  where 
labor  is  so  much  wanted,  no  man  is  driven  by 
necessity  into  the  ranks  of  the  armiy.  These  cir- 
cumstances render  it  extremely  dimoult  to  obuin 
a  proper  force  of  any  nxagnitude ;  and  wheo  it  is 
moreover  considered,  how  many  inconveniences 
new  raised  levies  mast  encounter  in  a  strange 
climate  and  enemy's  country,  it  is  very  questioa- 
able  whether  we  shall,  with  all  our  boasted  su- 
periority, be  able  to  render  the  conquest  of  the 
British  provinces  absolutely  certain. 

Should  this  reasoning,  however,  be  incorrect, 
and  should  our  military  character  abroad  he 
greater  than  the  character  of  pur  people  and  the 
nature  of  our  Government  warrant  us  to  believe, 
what  prospect  is  there  that  the  conquest  of  Brit- 
ish America  will  insure  us  our  rights  on  the 
ocean— the  ostensible  objecto  of  this  war?  Will 
it  affect  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  so  materi- 
ally as  to  ijQdttce  her  to  surrender  what  she  deems 
her  maritime  rights  of  the  first  importance,  to 
obtain  a  restoration  of  her  colonies  ?    To  a  com- 
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mercial  nation  coIoDies  are  certainly  important, 
inasmuch  as  they  furnish  a  certain  market  for  the 
production  of  the  industry  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  supply  it  with  their  products,  always 
securing  to  that  nation  a  commerce  which  no 
other  nation  can  control.  But  the  colonial  sys- 
tem has  its  limits,  which  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  disregrard;  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
Great  Britsiin  has  n,ot  already  overleaped  them. 
Her  immense  acquisitions  during  the  present 
war  in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  though  they 
have  increased  her  commercial  means,  have  also 
multiplied  the  points  of  defence,  and  rendered 
her  less  secure  at  home.  In  any  point  of  view 
in  which  the  subject  is  presented  to  my  mind,  I 
cannot  see  any  great  injury  she  would  sustain  by 
the  loss  of  her  provinces  bordering  on  our  North- 
ern frontier.  Her  commerce  to  and  from  them 
is  inconsiderable.  Their  population  is  not  able 
to  protect  itself,  but  the  mother  country  expend8> 
more  than  a  million  sterling  annually  (money 
collected  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land) for  their  protection.  Their  loss  would  re- 
lieve Great  Britain  from  a  considerable  burden, 
while  the  actual  injury  is  scarcely  perceptible. 
1,  therefore^  do  not  believe  that  after  we  shall 
have  acquired  it  at  the  expense  of  many  mil- 
lions of  money,  and  many  thousands  of  lives, 
we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  our  rights  ob  the 
ocean  by  restoring  the  conquered  country  to  our 
enemy. 

To  retikin  the  British  provinces  as  an  indem- 
nity for  our  losses:,  is  an  event  which  I  cannot 
wish,  because  I  can  see  no  possible  benefit  re- 
sulting from  it.  Have  we  not  already  territory 
enough?  Is  it  desirable  to  incorporate  with  us  a 
people  composed  of  heterogeneous  materials,  who 
are  not  only  unaccustomed  to  our  institutions, 
but  many  or  whom  entertain  aA  unconquerable 
hatred  for  them  ?  I  believe  it  would  have  been 
better  had  we  never  acquired  any  foreign  terri- 
tory at  all.  If  we  had  been  contented  with  the 
limits  embraced  by  the  old  thirteen  United  States, 
the  prospects  of  remaininp^  an  united  people,  and 
preserving  our  free  institutions,  would,  in  my 
conception,  be  much  more  flattering.  lam,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  new  acquisitions.  But  it  is  re- 
peatedly urged  that  the  possession  of  Canada  is 
necessary  to  secure  us  from  the  h6stilities  of  the 
savage  tribes  on  our  Northwestern  borders;  was 
this  the  fact,  I  might  yield  my  assent  to  prosecute 
the  war  to  attain  that  Object.  But  experience 
has  shown  that  we  can  have  peace  with  them, 
though  Canada  is  in  the  possession  of  a  foreign 
Power.  For  seventeen  years  after  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville  we  were  entirely  exempt  from  Indian 
hostilities,  and  not  until  we  waged  war  our- 
selves, dia  they  become  troublesome  upon  our 
frontiers. 

Permit  me  now,  Mri  Chairman,  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  pecuniary  part  of  this  subject, 
the  expense  that  will  be  incurred,  and  the  wayii 
and  means  to  meet  it,  should  the  whole  force,  au- 
thorized by  the  laws  of  last  session,  and  contem- 
filated  by  this  bill,  be  brought  into  actual  service, 
n  estimating  the  expense,  I  shall  discard  the  es» 


tiraates  which  are  usually  laid  before  us,  and  re- 
sort to  experience.  For  never  was  there  a  wider 
difference  between  speculation  and  fact,  than 
there  is  between  our  estimates  and  expenditures. 
From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas*- 
ury  it  appears  that  there  was  expended  between 
the  30th  of  September,  1811,  and  1st  of  October, 
1812,  on  account  of  the  army,  militia,  volun- 
teers, fortifications,  arms,  and  arsenals,  the  sum 
of  seven  millions  seven  hundred  and  seventy, 
thousand  dollars ;  there  is  no  statement  to  show 
what  sum  was  applied  to  each  ohiect  thus  enu- 
merated, but  I  presume  I  may  safely  assert,  that 
at  least  seven  millions  were  paid  on  account  of 
the  army,  militia,  and  volunteers.  We  have  no 
statement  to  show  what  are  the  number  of  men 
enlisted  in  the  regular  service,  and  of  the  militia 
and  volunteers  employed.  Indeed,  so  far  as  It 
respects  enlistments,  the  information  is  avowedly 
withheld  as  a  secret,  which'  the  people  must  not 
know,  and  which  we  cannot  obtain  in  any  offi- 
cial form.  But  that  ver^  circumstance  proves 
incontestably  that  there  is  nothing  to  boast  of; 
that  there  has  been  a  great  failure  in  the  recruit- 
ing service  ;  I  must,  therefore,  make  the  estimate 
as  to  the  number  ot  troops  from  conjecture,  more 
than  fVom  actual  detail;  leaving  it  to  the  gentle- 
men who  are  in  the  secret  to  contradict  my  state% 
ment,  if  the  fact  will  warrant  a  more  favorable 
result.  Our  Military  Establishment,  previous  to 
the  last  session,  amounted  to  less  than  five  thou- 
sand men  in  actual  service.  The  expense  of 
maintaining  this  force  I  have  estimated  at  five 
hundred  dollars  per  man,  because  very  few  of 
them  were,  during  the  period  the  expense  was 
incurred,  in  any  other  but  the  ordinary  peace 
service,  which  never  cost  us  more.  The  amount 
expended  for  their  support  therefore,  would  be 
two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  leav- 
ing the  sum  of  four  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  cover  the  expense  of  every  other 
species  of  force.  When  it  is  recollected  how 
late  in  the  season  the  recruiting  service  com- 
meneed,  I  presume  I  may  safely  venture  to  as^ 
sert  (and  I  challenge  contradiction)  that  previ- 
ous to  the  first  day  of  October  last,  there  were 
not  more  than  fifteen  thousand  men,  embracing 
regulars,  militia,  and  volunteers,  upon  the  aver- 
age for  (our  months,  in  the  public  service,  inde- 
fiendent  of  the  five  thousand  men  before  stated. 
t  follows,  that  during  the  four  months  for  which 
the  estimate  is  made,  each  man  cost  the  country 
three  hundred  dollars,  which  amounts  to  nine 
hundred  dollars  per  man  a  year.  We  have,  du- 
ring the  present  session,  passed  a  bill  increasing 
the  pay  or  the  Army  and  the  bounty  to  new  re- 
cruits. With  this  addition,  each  man  will  cost 
the  United  States  little  less  than  one  thousand 
dollars  during  the  same  period.  Should  the  num- 
ber of  troops  contemplated  be  actually  enlisted, 
pxxx  annual  expenditure  on  account  of  the  Army 
alone  will  exceed  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  The 
portion  of  Virginia,  which  I  in  part  represent, 
will  be  nearly  seven  millions,  and  of  the  small 
States  of  Delaware  and  Rhode.  Island,  upwards 
of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  each.    It  mat- 
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ters  nol  how  the  money  is  obtained ;  the  people 
17111  ultimately  have  to  pay  it,  and  so  far  as  it 
respects  direct  contributions,  these  sums  will  fall 
annually  on  the  Slates  mentioned  to  support  the 
Army. 

In  Virginia,  the  whole  amount  of  the  public 
expenditures  of  the  State  is  about  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  For  this,  the  people  enjoy  all 
the  leading  benefits  which  ^ood  ffovernment  can 
bestow.  The. security  of  life,  liberty,  and  prop- 
erty; the  impartial  administration  of  justice; 
roads,  and  inland  nayigation^i  In  short,  erery 
great  object  valuable  to  man,  in  a  state  of  soci- 
ety, is  provided  for.  And  the  army  to  invade 
and  conquer  Cauada  is  to  cost  then  twenty  times 
the  sum  which  they  bestow  upon  the  whole  of 
their  ioteroal  concerns. 

Sir,  it  is  a  consideration  certainly  of  the  first 
moment  where  the  money  which  these  enormous 

£  reparations  require  is  to  be  obtained.  We  have 
een  told  by  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Cbbvis,) 
some  days  aco,  that  you  dare  not  tax  the  people ; 
that  they  wiU  not  bear  it.  Really,  sir,  we  pre- 
sent a  strange  spectacled-prosecuting  a  war  for 
the  support  of  which  the  people  will  not  bear  to 
be  taxed,  and  yet,  it  is  said,  the  voice  of  the 
people  demands  it.  What  a  strong  admonition 
does  this  very  circumstance  afford  to  gentlemen 
to  abandon  their  lofty  ideas.  It  is,  however,  said 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  lay  taxes ;  that  the 
money  wanted  can  be  obtained  by  loans.  Was 
this  even  practicable,  would  it  be  prudent  to  bor- 
row to  pay  not  only  the  war  expenses,  but  the 
interest  on  preceding  loans,  and  a  portion  of  the 
ordinary  peace  expenditures  7  The  present  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  before  he  was  in  power, 
wrote  an  essay  on  the  finances  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  he  stated  that  a  Government 
acting  on  that  principle  pursued  the  course  of  a 
profligate,  which  would  terminate  in  ruin.  An 
individual  who  should  conduct  his  affairs  in  such 
a  manner,  would  not  oply  impair  his  credit,  but 
destroy  his  naeaos,  and  certainly  there  can  be  no 
such  great  difference  between  private  and  public 
transactions  as  that  the  same  cause  should  pro- 
duce opposite  effects. 

But  I  cannot  be  persuaded  that  the  attempt  to 
carry  on  this  war  by  loans  can  be  successful.  I 
believe,  on  the  subject  of  disposable  capital,  gen- 
tlemen are  much  mistaken.  At  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  we  were  totally  destitute  of 
capital  necessary  for  our  cotnmerce,  which  was 
carried  on  by  the  means  of  foreign  capitalists. 
Since  that  time  it  is  true  we  have  prospered  be* 
yond  example,  and  our  capital  has  become  com* 
paratively  great,  but  not  much  greater  than  the 
various  pursuits  of  the  country  require.  The 
first  tendency  of  the  scattered  surplusses  in  a 
country  wanting  capital  in  the  aggregate,  is  to 
concentrate  itself  in  a  banking  institution,  be- 
cause the  credit  which  a  corporate  body  thus 
organized  obtainS|  enables  it  to  supply  the  Re- 
mands of  the  country  beyond  their  actual  means, 
and  renders  to  the  individual  whose  money 
is  thus  vested  a  greater  profit  than  if  he  had 


loaned  it  himself.  It  is  not  until  this  cendency 
has  ceased  that  there  will  accumulate  a  Urge 
capital  for  Government  purposes,  to  be  loaned  on 
moderate  terms.  It  is  true  that  the  banks  will 
in  time  of  difficulty,  when  their  capital  cannot 
be  used  in  the  ordinary  and  more  useful  purpo- 
ses for  which  they  are  established,  loan  their  sur- 
plus money  to  the  Government.  This  the  banks 
did  the  last, year.  But  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  they  cannot  go.  The  whole  banking  cap- 
ital of  the  United  States  I  have  understood  is 
about  fifty  millions.  If  my  information  iz  cor- 
rect, I  doubt  whether  the  whole  of  their  dispo- 
sable means  will  enable  them  to  advance  the 
mooev  wanted  for  one  year's  servfce.  Indeed  I 
have  Itarned  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
supposes  they  have  already  gone  as  far  as  pru- 
dence will  permit  them.  Should  this  be  the 
case,  you  will  then  have  to  apply  to  individuals 
for  the  money  which  the  expenses  of  the  war  re* 
quires,  and  then  it  will  be  found  that  such  a  cap- 
ital in  the  hands  of  individuals  is  very  Unsiited. 
The  experience  of  the  last  year  furnishes  us  with 
some  evidence  lipon  the  subieet.  Out  of  the 
thirteen  millions  borrowed,  only  about  four  mil- 
lions were  obtained  from  individuals.  Another 
fact  contributes  to  show  the  correctness  of  the 
opinion.  Our  Revolutionarv  and  Louisiana  stock 
is  generally  owned  abroad;  this  would  not  be 
the  case  was  there  an  overflJowiog  capital  in  the 
possession  of  our  own  people.  These  circam- 
stances,  combined  with  the  difficolty  of  obtain- 
ing any  large  supplies  through  the  medium  of 
taxation,  in  ^  country  whose  population  is  so 
thinly  scattered  over  an  extensive  territory,  ought 
to  admonish  us  to  keep  our  expenses  wuhin  the 
limits  of  our  means. 

Sir,  I  cannot  conceal  the  apprehension  which 
I  entertain  (however  lightly  others.'inay  think  oa 
the  subject)  of  the  consequences  which  may  and 
probably  will  follow  these  measures.  I  fear  that 
you  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  the  means  to  pay 
even  those  who  enter  ipto  your  service.  And 
what  will  be  the  result  in  ?uch  an  event  vi  not 
difficult  to  anticipate.  There  are  nevei  wanting 
in  military  life  men  who,  goaded  on  by  ambltioi^ 
are  ready  to  turn  their  arms  against  their  coun- 
try, whenever  a  reasonable  priuext  and  probable 
success  shall  invite  them.  These  men  are  not 
confined  to  foreign  climes — they  abound  in  oar 
owp.  Nothing  can  press  itself  stronger  oa  the 
minds  of  an  army,  than,after  having  encountered 
the  toils  and  dangers  of  war^  to  ht  left  ancom- 
pensated  and  unprovided  with  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence, and  no  remedy  suggests  itself  more  nat- 
urally (because  its  efficiency  is  felt)  than  to  do 
justice  to  itself.  The  prospects  of  redress  which 
ambitious  men  never  fail  to  present  in  soeh  a 
crisis  are  too  alluring  to  be  rejected.  The  con- 
sequence most  generally  is,  that  the  arms  which 
were  intehded  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  country  are  used  against  it.  All  history  sap- 
ports  me  in  the  opinion  I  here  utter — even  the 
history  of  our  own  oountry.  The>  honorable 
member  from  Connecticut,  ^Mr.  Tallmjldqs,) 
who  was  an  eye  witness,  has  informed  you  of  the 
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disposition  of  oar  Revolutionary  arm f  (who  cer- 
tainly possessed  patriotism  beyond  aovthing  we 
can  expect)  at  the  close  of  the  war.  J  sobscribe 
to  the  opioion  which  he  uttered  most  cordially, 
that  nothiiig  but  the  superior  virtue  and  influ* 
enee  of  its  Chief  prevented  the  catastrophe  which 
I  deprecate.  When  I  reflect  on  these  things,  and 
see  gentlemen,  while  they  treat  every  apprehen- 
sion as  visionary,  use  efforts  to  depreciate  the 
militia  composed  of  the  people,  the  only  hope  in 
such  an  attempt/ 1  cannot  look  upon  our  pro^ 
pecta  without  concern.  It  is  not  to  military 
power  alone  that  the  success  of  such  efforts  are 
alone  owing ;  the  boldness  of  the  enterprise,  and 
the  apathy  and  indifference  of  the  people  arising 
from  extrinsic  causes,  are  auxiliaries  which  con- 
tribute to  their  success.  The  people  of  Prance  ^ 
who  demolished  the  Bastile,  wno,  m  a  torrent  of 
enthusiasm,  undisciplined,  and  almost  unarmed, 
compelled  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  to  leave  their 
country,  who,  under  the  command  of  Dumou- 
riez,  carried  vict6ry  wherever  they  went,  surren- 
dered themselves  to  Bonaparte  without  a  strug- 
gle, though  he  had  not  more  than  live  hundred 
men  immediately  at  his  back. 

My  apprehensions  are  not  sblelyconfinedtothe 
danger  resulting  from  military  power ;  there  are 
other  consequences  equally  to  be' dreaded,  which 
I  har  may  overwhelm  us,  should  we  contioue'in 
this  course.     There  is  one  peculiarly  delicate,  but 
equally  inciportant — so  delicate,  Chat  gentlemen 
have  supposed  it  ought  not  even  to  be  mentioned. 
Sir,sbali  F  not  be  permitted  to  point  to  the  yawn- 
ing gulf  beneath  1    Shall  I  not  attempt  to  arrest 
your  progress  in  the  path  where  lies  a  serpent 
that  will  sting  you  to  death  7    I  deprecate  disu- 
nion as  an  event  pregnant  with  every  evil.    The 
moment  ic  happens,  civil  liberty  is  banished  from 
this  country.  I  feel  deeply  intefesled  that  it  should 
not  happen.     Permit  me,  however,  to  observe, 
that  an  union  is  connected  by  a  consciousness 
which  is  felt  that  the  various  interests  of  the  dif- 
ferent sections  are  consulted  and  protected,  and 
not  by  force.   If  you  wish  to  perpetuate  the  Union, 
you  must  preserve  that  opinion.    The  moment 
that  it  shall  no  longer  exist,  the  ties  that  bind  us 
together  become  feeble  indeed.    The  present  war, 
though  ostensibly  waged  for  principles  in  which 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  people  have  a  deep 
interest,  is  considered  by  them— 4ind  they  certainly 
understand  their  interest  best — as  calculated  to 
prostrate  it.    They  feel  the  evils  of  your  meas- 
ures daily,  and  they  see  no  prospect  that  they  ever 
will  be  benefited  by  them.    The  physical  power 
of  the  country  is  in  their  hands,  and  it  r^uires 
nothing  but  public  sentiment,  which  quickly  fol- 
lows public  interest,  and  you  ripen  them  for  a 
state  of  things  most  of  all  to  be  deprecated.    I  hope 
we  shall  avert  the  evil  by  banishing  the  cause  of 
discontent. 

Besides  the  immediate  physical  evils  which 
present  themselves  as  probably  resulting  from  our 
measures,  there  are  other  moral  evils  whieh  I 
must  dread.  Our  Government  was  made  to  se- 
cure the  happiness  of  the  people,  and  everything 
which  even  remotely  is  calculated  to  impair  their 


moral  sense,,  will  have  an  effect  upon  their  situa- 
tion. When  the  people  shall  become  attached  to 
principles  inconsistent  with  morality,  or  with 
their  ttanqail,  civil  pursuits,  their  prosperity  and 
their  freedom  are  at  hazard.  The  spirit  of  con- 
quest and  of  military  glory,  however  fascinating, 
is  baneful  to  the  prosperity  and  liberty  of  every 
countrv.  This  spirit  has  siiown  itself  in  our  coun- 
try, of  late,  in  an  unusual  decree.  We  have  be- 
come tired  of  the  peaceful  character  of  our  pur- 
suits; and  we  want  nothing  but  success  on  this 
first  attempt,  to  encourage  us  to  become  a  great 
military  nation,  attempting  conquest  in  every 
quarter.  Whenever  that  happens,  we  shall  share 
the  destiny  of  other  nations.  When  the  same 
spirit  and  the  same  councils  prevail,  the  misery 
of  the  mass  of  the  people  is  the  support  of  the 
national  glory. 

One  of  the  evils  which  I  dread,  as  attending 
the  war,  and  in  my  opinion  not  the  least,  Mr. 
Chairman,  is,  that  we  have  united  our  exertions 
with  the  efforts  of  the  great  destroyer  of  mankind, 
who,  having  prostrated  the  independence  of  al- 
most every  nation  on  tUe  continent  of  Europe, 
has  drawn  us  into  our  present  situation,  to  assist 
him  in  humbling  his  remaining  enemy^  whose 
destruction  is,  arove  ail  others,  nearest  his  heart. 
I  do  not  believe  that  gentlemen  are  so  far  lost  to 
all  sense  of  their  country's  interest,  as  designedly 
to  unite  the  destiny  of  this  nation  with  him,  who 
lives  only  to  destroy.  I  believe  them,  when  they 
declare  that  such  is  not  their  intention.  But  we  are 
united  in  fact.  His  ostensible  object  is  the  liberty 
of  the  seas :  so  is  ours.  His  successes  are  our  suc- 
cesses, and  his  defeats  are  oar  defeats.  Being  thus 
associated  in  fact — having  one  common  object— if 
the  war  contin^ies  any  time,  we  shall  be  associ- 
ated in  name  also.  When  pressed  beyond  our 
present  expectation  by  our  enemy,  we  shall  not 
make  an^  difficulty  in  submitting  to  arrange- 
ments i^ich  may  appear  lo  Us  advantageous,  but 
which  are  calculated  to  fasten  us  to  the  car  of  the 
conqueror.  We  may  want  ulen  to  enable  us  to 
obtain  the  object  of  our  offensive  operations  in 
the  North ;  France  can  furnish  them.  We  mity 
want  ships  to  defend  our  coast ;  we  can  obtain 
them  ft'om  the  same  quarter.  But,  for  these  things, 
we  must  stipulate  an  equivalent;  and  what  can 
that  be,  but  to  unite  In  striking  England  from  the 
Hst  of  independent  nations? 

Should  this  object  be  ultimately  realized,  what 
will  be  our  destiny?  Liet  the  rate  of  Holland, 
Prussia,  Italy,  and  Spain,  answer  the  question. 
Can  we  suppose,  that,  with  the  fall  of  his  prresent 
ettemy,-the  ambition  of  Napoleon  willbe  satiated  ? 
Will  he,  who  has  delighted  in  carnage  and  bN>od 
hitherto,  become  harmless,  when  we  alone  shall 
remain  to  oppose  his  thirst  for  universal  domin- 
ion ?  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  tnan.  Ambition 
is  a  passion,  which,  like  avarice,  increases  as  it  is 
gratified.  There  are,  indeed,  some  solitary  cases, 
where  it  is  exchanged  for  some  other  object. 
Charles  V..  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  King  of 
Spain,  lifter  having  incessantly  labored  for  many 
years  to  extend  his  power,  abdicated  his  Crown, 
and  retired  to  a  eonvent.    Bnt  he  was  a  religiooa 
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devotee — a  weakneis  or  a  virtue  which  belongs 
not  to  NapoieoQ.  We  have  beea  told,  by  the 
honorable  Speaker,  who  manifested  much  sensi- 
bility  on  account  of  the  abuse  which  he  supposes 
is  bestowed  ou  the  French  Emperor  by  the  Op* 
position,  that  we  have  no  concern  with  Europe- 
an affairs.  How  happens  it  that  we  are  involved 
in  an  European  war?  Sir,  we  are  deeply-con- 
cerned in  the  commercial  and  political  stale  of 
Europe.  If  we  intend  to  remain  a  commercial 
people,  our  interest  is  best  promoted  if  a  liberal 
commercial  spirit  is  cherished  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world.  In  a  military  Government,  such  as 
that  of  France,  commerce  never  can  flourish;  nor 
is  it  desired  by  those  who  govern,  because  its  ten- 
dencv  is  to  promote  a  spirit  of  freedom,  incom- 
patible with  the  existence  of  such  a  Government. 
You  fee  in  the  policy  of  the  ruler  of  France  a 
strong  inclination  to  suppress  foreign  commerce, 
by  restraining  the  freedom  of  enterprise,  and  les- 
sening the  security  of  property.  Should  he  be 
successful  in  his  attempts  on  those  portions,  of 
Europe  not  yet  within  his  grasp,  society  will  be 
brought  back  to  its  state  in  the  dark  age  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  We  are  certainly  interested 
in  preventing  such  results.  We  are  interested, 
also,  in  the  political  state  of  Europe.  Our  secu- 
rity depends  on  the  division  of  power  into  differ- 
ent hands,  so  that  those  who  possess  it  shall 
restrain  each  other.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  unwise 
to  unite  our  efforts  to  destroy  the  only  bulwark 
of  independence,  and  prostrate  the  remaining  ob- 
stacle to  universal  dominion? 

Sir,  gentlemen  have  called  upon  us  to  unite 
with  them  in  the  measures  which  they  are  pursu- 
ing. Let  me  call  on  them  in  turn  to  unite  sin- 
cerely with  the  friends. of  peace  in  their  objects. 
Tbeir's  is  an  untried  course,  pregnant  with  great 
dangers.  To  our's  experience  has  given  a  high 
sanction.  A  fair  opportunity  is  now  afforded  to 
them  to  terminate  the  course  of  hostility.  It  is 
Dot  necessary  that  they  should  retrace  their  steps, 
for  the  leading  cause  of  the  war  is  at  an  epd.  Let 
them  only  stop  and  not  continue  the  war  for  an 
object  for  which  they  would  not  have  commenced 
it.  To  this,  every  consideration  which  can  influ- 
ence men  to  whom  the  destinies  of  a  nation  are 
committed  prompts  them  strongly.  In  the  past, 
they  see  in  this  nation  a  picture  of  liberty  and 
happiness  never  equalled;  while  the  rest  of  the 
world  presents  an  aspect  of  complicated  misery. 
Do  we  not  hazard  too  much  by  foregoing  the  ad- 
rantages  of  peace?  Is  the  probability  of  success 
not  too  uncertain  to  put  in  jeopardy  everything 
raluable  to  us?  But  gentlemen  answer,  that  our 
honor  forbids  the  abandonment  of  the  war  until 
we  have  obtained  the  object  in  contest.  What  is 
true  national  honor  ?  I  conceive  that  a  Govern- 
ment which  is  scrupulously  attentive  to  the  hap- 
piness of  its  people;  which  performs  with  good 
faith  the  duties  which  one  nation  owes  to  an- 
other; which  observes  its  promises;  has  arrived 
at  the  summit  of  honor.  If  war,  conquest,  and 
military  glory,  constitute  the  basis  of  national 
honor,  then  the  most  perfidious  jare  the  most  hon- 
orable of  the  present  age.    That  which  gentle- 


men call  our  honor  has  long  since  been  sacrificed 
at  the  footstool  of  Napoleon.  He  usurped  oar 
sovereignty  by  declaring  us  in  a  state  of  war  urith 
England  long  before  we  thought  of  it.  He  in- 
sulted the  nation  by  declaring  we  were  a  people 
without  honor.  He  degraded  this  assenablv  by 
declaring  it  was  more  dependent  on  Eogiand 
than  the  assembly  of  Jamaica.  He  told  us  that 
if  we  would  not  fight  for  honor,  we  would  be 
compelled  to  fisht  for  interest.  When  to  this  is 
added  the  perfidy,  injury,  and  insult,  of  his  Ram- 
bouillet  decree,  and  the  reason  given  for  iij  it 
bears  no  parallel  in  point  of  indignity  to  anything 
ever  received  at  the  hands  of  Great  Britain. 
Why  were  gentlemen  not  so  sensitive  upon  the 
point  of  honor  then  ?  I  can  give  but  one  reason, 
consistent  with  the  respect  f  have  for  them,  the 
interest  and  prosperity  of  our  people  forbid  the 
resort  to  arms. 

Sir,  I  conceive  that  our  honor,  instead  of  lead- 
ing us  deeper  into  the  war,  oug^t  to  lead  us  out 
of  it.    How  have  we  been  brought  into  oar  pres- 
ent situation?   Is  it  not  solely  attributable  to  the 
perfidy  of  the  French  Government?    Will  any 
gentleman  in  this  House  contradict  me  when  I 
assert  that  if  our  Government  had  not  belieTed 
that  on  the  Ist  of  November,  1810,  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  were  levoked,  and  ceased  to 
operate  upon  our  cc^merce,  we  should  not  bare 
come  into  collision  with  Great  Britain  ?    If  1  re- 
collect right,  it  was  expressly  stated  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,^  in  the 
session  of  1808,  sanctioned  by  this  House,  that  as 
long  as  the  two  belligerents  continued  their  inju- 
rious edicts  against  our  commerce,  it  would  be 
improper  to  enter  into  hostilities  with  either; 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  war  with  one 
was  submission  to  the  other.    Is  there  any  per- 
son, who  has  any  claim  to  impartiality,  who  now 
believes  that  the  promises  of  France  were  fulfilled 
according  to  their  letter  or  spirit?    Nay,  is  there 
any  person  who  does  believe  that  the  decrees 
were  ever  repeated  or  ceased  to  operate,  until  we 
were  pledged  to  go  to  war  by  the  measures  of  the 
last  session  ?  Never  was  there  a  more  fraudulent 
imposition  than  the  conduct  of  the  French  Gtor- 
ernment  presents  in  relation  to  this  subject. — 
Though  our  Ministers,  time  after  time,  requested 
an  official  document  snowing  the  repeal,  so  thar 
it  might  be  presented  to  the  British  Government 
to  obtain  a  discontinuance  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, yet  it  was  parried  and  evaded ;  the  reason 
was,  there  was  no  such  document  in  existence. 
When  it  could  render  us  no  service,  when  we 
were  committed  in  the  war,  the  ante-dated  de* 
crecj  purporting  to  have  been  issued  the  38ih  of 
April,  1811,  was  issued,  containing  upon  its  face 
the  grossest  insult.    It  states,  that  in  consequence 
of  this  Government  having  put  in  force  the  non- 
importation svstem  asainst  Great  Britain,  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  w^re  repealed — thus 
putting  us  in  the  lead.    This  Government  bad 
adopted  that  measure  as  consequent  on  the  repeal 
of  those  decrees.    It  is  to  be  much  reffreited  that 
the  President  became  the  dupe  of  this  artifice; 
that  he  did  not  manifest  the  magi^animity  to  re- 
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▼oke  his  proclamatioa  of  November,  1810,  when 
he  discovered  the  deception,  particularly  as  he 
had  a  precedent  in  the  case,  which  grew  out  of 
Erskiue's  arrangement. 

I  cannot  omit  to  notice  an  idea,  sagtrested  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber from  G^eoigia,  (Mr.  Tbodp.)  He  has  urged 
upon  .the  House  the  propriety  of  inveigling  all 
British  seamen  into  our  service,  by  proroisiog 
them  the  immediate  benefit  of  naturalization,  i 
feel  astonished  to  hear  such  a- proposition  made 
by  a  gentleman  coming  from  that  portion  of  the 
Union.  Those  who  inhabit  the  country  between 
the  Potomac  and  Florida,  east  of  the  mountains, 
ouffht  to  offer  up  their  daily  and  nightly  pravers 
to  Heaven,  to  preserve  the  ocean  of  life  unruffled. 
They  are  afloat  in  a  very  crazy  vessel.  You 
know,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  population  among 
them  whom  necessity  compels  them  to  keep  io 
slaver)r.     They  want  nothing  but  means  and  op- 

fortunity  to  attempt  to  break  their  shackles ;  and 
ask  what  can  you  expect  from  youf  enemy,  if. 
you  seduce  her  subjects  from  their  duty  and  alle- 
giance, but  that  she  will  retaliate  and  strike  you' 
in  the  most  vital  part?  This  apprehension  I 
know  is  treated  as  visionary;  but  remember  the 
fate  of  St.  Domingo.  I  have  no  confidence  in  the 
reasons  generally  offered  to  dispel  the  idea  of 
danger  from  that  quarter ;  that  is,  the  want  of 
means  and  intellect  on  the  part  of  the  slaves. 
Man  is  strong,  resolute,  and  ingenious,  where  lib- 
erty is  concerned.  Before  the  year  1800,  it  did 
not  enter  into  the  imagination  of  any  person  in 
Virginia,  that  any  danger  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  that  source.  In  that  year  a  conspiracy  was 
discovered,  not  only  dangerous  as  itrespected  the 
numbers  concerned,  but  their  plans  and  means 
manifested  a  de^e  of  Capacity  which  could  not 
have  been  believed.  The  discovery*  inspired 
terror  into  every  bosom.  I  was  iu  a  situation  at 
that  time  which  enabled  me  to  see  and  feel  it. 
Sir,  with  ten  thousand  men  landed  on  the  South- 
ern shores,  and  fifty  thoesand  stand  of  arms,  what 
havoc  might  not  be  expected  ?  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say  that  such  an  attempt  would  be  finally  suc- 
cessful, but  the  consequences  would  unquestion- 
ably be  disastrous.  Every  man  would  find  in  his 
own  family  an  enemy  ready  to  cm  the  throats  of 
his  wife  and  children.  Would  such  a  catastrophe 
not  greatly  outweigh  all  the  objects  of  this  war? 
Let  us  keep  within  the  ranks  of  civilized  warfare 
and  we  may  perhaps  avoid  the  danger. 

I  will  cjose  my  remarks  by  slating  to  yon  the 
course  which,  if  I  had  any  in&uence.  1  would  rec- 
ommend. I  would  interdict  the  employment  of  all 
British  subjects  in  our  public  and  merchant  ser- 
vice, as  a  measure  not  so  much  to  propitiate  Great 
Britain  as  to  benefit  our  own  seamen,  and  prevent 
us  getting  into  collision  hereafter.  I  would  ifiake 
another  overture  for  peace  upon  liberal  principles, 
in  which  I  would  manifest  a  real  spirit  of  amity, 
content  to  take  the'  good,  though  it  might  not  be 
accorded  in  the  form  most  eligible  to  my  mii|d. 
I  should  not  at  present  insist  for  the  indiscrimi- 
nate immunity  of  our  flaff,  but  be  sati.sfied  with 
ft  stipulation  which  woQld  secure  us  from  the 


abuses  of  impressment — such  as  our  Ministers 
Monroe  and  Pinkney  did  obtain^  I  consider  ^^hon* 
orable  and  advantageous;"  and  such  can  again  be 
obtained  if  we  use  the  proper  means.  There  is 
nothing  defrading  ia  thi:<  course;  we  have  the 
example  of  Washinqton  in  the  year  1793.  Mr. 
Adams,  who  certainly  will  not  be  charged  as  be- 
ing loo  pacific,  after  our  Ministers  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  French  Directory,  sent  messengers 
of  peace  a  second  time.  If  such  a  course  should 
be  adopted,  I  venture  to  pledge  myself  you  wiU 
have  an  honorable  and  advantageous  peace. 

Mr.  Robertson. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  well 
aware  that  the  House  will  listen  (if  it  listens  at 
all)  with  much  reluctance  lo  a  further  discussion 
of  the  subject  under  consideration.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  my  intention  explicitly,  but  coosisely,  to  state 
some  of  the  reasons  which  influence  me  to  sup- 
port the  measure  proposed ;  some  of  the  views 
connected  with  them,  which  command  my  appro- 
bation, and  induce  my  aid.  Sir,  I  purpose  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  bill  itself,  and  subsequently, 
without  following  gentlemen  in  the  wide  and  ex- 
pansive range  of  argumentative,  declamatory,  and 
defamatorv  eloquence, in  which  they  have  thought 
fit  to  indulge,  to  reply  to  some  of  the  observations  , 
which  struck  me  with  most  force,  and  which  my 
memorv  still  retains. 

The  bbnorabie  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  this 
House,  and  of  the  nation,  for  the  able  and  lucid 
exposition  he  has  given,  of  the  plan  intended  to 
be  pursued  by  the  Qovernmeat  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged^  and  of 
the  objects  for  the  attainment  of  which  an  in« 
crease  of  the  Military  Establishment  is  deemed 
necessariT.  What  is  that  plan,  and  what  are  the 
objects  in  contemplation  ?  The  power  of  the 
nation  is  to  be  called  out ;  a  portion  for  a  defence 
of  our  seacoast  apd  extensive  frontier;  the  resi- 
due to  be  sent  forth  to  battle  against  our  impla- 
cable foe,  to  drive  him  fromi  the  American  con- 
tinent, and  thus  to  insure  our  future  peace,  if  not 
our  Union  and  independence.  These  objects  are 
avowed,  and  efforts  and  energy  are  necessary  to 
their  success. 

The  propriety  of  defending  our  country  can  ba 
denied  bv  none.  This  proposition  is  clear.  £vea 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  (as 
it  is  fashionable  to  speak)  do  not  oppose  it.  For 
myself  Ido  not  hesitate  to  say,  it  presses  itself 
on  my  feelings  with  irresistible  force.  When  I 
take  into  consideration  the  exposed  situation  of 
the  petfple  whom  it  is  my  pride  and  honor  to 
represent,  when  I  view  them  surrounded  by  nu- 
merous and  warlike  tribes  of  Indians,  bkirted  by 
strong  holds  in  the  possession  of  a  nation  devoted 
to  our  foe,  containing  in  the  bosom  of  their  coun- 
try a  class  of  beings  always  on  the  watch  to  over- 
whelm them  in  ruin,  I  lose  sight  of  other  con- 
siderations, and  am  compelled  to  urge,  as  I  do 
most  earnestly,  that  no  obstacles  may  oe  thrown 
in  the  way  of  our  complete  protection.  1  have 
lived  for  some  years  in  the  country  to  which  1 
have  called  your  attention.  1  have  not  been  al- 
together an  inattentive  observer,  oor  indifferent 
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to  its  interests.  The  neglected  state  of  the  mili- 
tia under  the  Territorial  governnient.  its  present 
unorganized  and  unarmed  state,  have  not  escaped 
my  notice.  Bat  we  mast  "blame  the  caltare, 
not  the  soil."  The  iohabitaats  are  brave,  expert 
in  the  management  of  the  horse  and  in  the  use 
of  arms.  The  materials  are  good.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  dwell  on  these,  or  to  ,mention  other 
circumstances  of  an  internal  nature.  ^  Suffice  it 
to  be  observed,  our  situation  is  insecure.  I  have 
stated,  sir,  that  we  are  surrounded  by  numerous 
and  warlike  tribes  of  Indians.  I  will  not  recoant 
their  numbers,  nor  blazon  their  powers  of  doing 
mischief.  These  facts  are  too  notorious  to  re- 
quire repetition.  I  have  stated  that  strongholds 
in  our  immediate  neighborhood  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  people  devoted  to  our  enemy.  The 
Spaniards  on  our  eastern  frontrer  are  under  their 
perfect  control.  They  considered  the  Boglish  as 
nghting  for  the  independence  of  Spain.  tJMir  na- 
tive country,  their  religion,  and  their  King.  In 
their  towns  an  extensive  British  trade  is  carried 
on,  and  from  their  ports,  where  they  refit,  issue 
forth  the  armed  vessels  of  that  nation  to  the  an- 
noyance of  the  commerce  of  our  country.  Tbe 
Indiana  too  are  excited  against  us.  On  my  jour- 
ney from  New  Orteans  to  this  place,  passing 
through  the  Creek  confederacy,  I  received  cer- 
tain information  that  the  Spanish  commandant 
at  9l.  Marks  had  assured  them  tbat  their  friends 
the  British  were  expected  soon  in  considerable 
force  at  that  place  and  at  Pehsacok,  and  that  they 
should  be  furnished  with  arms  and  other  muni- 
tions of  war  to  be  used  against  the  Americans* 
Sir.  humanity  to  that  people,  as  well  as  the  irre- 
sistible claims  we  have  to  protection,  require  that 
a  force  should  be  stationed  on  the  Mobile  and 
Mississippi,  sufficient  to  prevent  the  effect  t>f 
British  and  Spanish  machination,  or  to  throw 
back  on  themselves  the  evils  of  hostility* 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
observed,  that  gentlemen  might  object  that  the 
number  of  troops  allotted  for  the  defence  of  par- 
ticular districts  was  too  small.  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
the  number  of  troops  allotted  for  the  tieferrae  of 
Louisiana  competent  to  eflfect  that  object.  Leav* 
ing  oat  of  view  her  Intrinsic  worth,  her  iovalua- 
bie  products  nowhere  else  to  be  found  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  let  t»  consider  her 
in  relation  to  the  Western  country,  as  tbe  superb 
avenue  through  which  passes  to  the  ocean  the 
production  of  the  most  extensive  and  fertile  lands, 
bordering  on  the  same  river,  to  be  found  on 
earth.  The  necessity  of  her  protection  will  be 
thus  rendered  more  obvious,  and  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  safety  of  Louisiana  is  connected 
with  the  prosperity  of  the  fairest  portion  of  CNir 
territory,  indeed  I  may  say  with  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  itselfl  But  my  motives  would  be 
misunderstood,  my  feelings  outraged,  if  the  sup- 
port I  give  to  the  bill  before  the  House  was  at- 
tributed exclusively  to  circumstances  growing 
out  of  the  situation  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent.  No,  sir,  the  war  we  are  unhappily 
engaged  in  is  just  and  necessary,  not  to  have  been 
•voided  without  a  sacrifice  of  rights  and  princi- 


ples enjoyed  and  defended  by  every  independent 
nation.  But  gentlemen  in  opposition  say.  aa  tbey 
have  always  said  of  every  measure,  whatever  its 
character,  that  we  are  wrong;  that  we  have  no 
cause  for  war;  that  the  course  we  punae  leads 
to  ruin,  disunion,  slaverv  ;  that  we  do  not  carry 
along  with  us  the  approoation  of  men  of  under- 
standing ;  that  the  moral  sense  of  the  commanity 
is  against  us;  yet,  when  they  are  ohalleoged  in 
the  plenitude  of  their  superior  wisdom  to  suggest 
other  measures,  to  point  out  some  other  and  better 
course,  they  are  silent,  duinb ;  not  a  word.  To 
elucidate  their  conduct- by  a  familiar  example: 
You  arc  clamorously  arrested  in  the  hig^hway  ; 
you  are  told  that  the  road  you  travel  is  beset  with 
danger,  that  it  does  not  lead  to  your  destined 
goal.  Your  informant  boasts  of  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  route,  and  when  you  ask  or 
expect  to  be  relieved  from  the  doubts  which  he 
alone" may  have  excited,  you  are  answered,  it  is 
not  bis  bubiness,  he  is  not  your  guide;  but  tbe 
night  approaches,  the  doiids  Jo  war— will  yoa 
proceed,  or  stop  and  listen  longer  to  this  unprof- 
itable and  idle  interference?  Sir,  a  sign-post 
points  out  the  way,  although  it  does  not  go  along 
with  you. 

The  views  of  the  minority  are  too  obvious  to 
be  mistaken:  they  wish  for  that  power  which 
they  once  possessed  and, posscfssing,  abused  ;  they 
wish  to  deprive  tbe  Govern iiient,  I  do  not  mean 
exclusively  the  fixecutive,  of  that  popularity  they 
at  present  possess.  It  is  not  then  to.be  expected 
that  they  will  either  co-operate  in,  or  recommend, 
wise  and  salutary  measures,  for  that  would  be  to 
strengthen  their  political  opponents  in  the  confi- 
denjse  of  the  people.  Let  us  then,  with  a  single 
view  to  the  honor  and  interests  c»f  our  country, 
pursue  that  course  which  its  honor  and  interest 
require.  Let  us  exercise  with  firmness  and  de- 
liberation the  rights  of  a  majority.  It  is  unimpor- 
tant whence  this  majority  comes;  tbe  right  lo 
govern  tbe  natioa  is  complete;  we  are  limited 
by  the  Constitution,  but  not  by  a  minority.  Let 
the  minority  pursue  their  accustomed  course ;  let 
them  clamor,  and  Hthey  please  advise.  I  would 
li;f  ten  to  their  ad  vice  with  caation*«-io  their  clamor 
with  contempt. 

I  now  proceed  to  exaaaine  aome  of  the  objee* 
tioas  which  have  been  made,  not  to  the  bill,  hat 
to  the  further  prtMcoution  of  the  war.  The  war 
is  denounced  as  unconstitutional,  cnsel,  the  effect 
of  French  infiucace,  and  as  intended  to  place 
James  II  on  the  throne  of  America.  In  making 
the  first  objection,  gentlemen  could  not  have 
been  serious ;  they  could  not  have  expected  that 
it  would  have  been  deemed  worthy  of  an  answer. 
The  power  to  make  war  belongs  to  all  nations ; 
is  of  the  essence  of  (Sorernm^nt ;  but  tbe  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  gives  it  expressly, 
in  so  many  words:  '^The  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  detlare  war,  to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies." Whether  the  war  be  defensive  or  offen- 
sive, depends  on  circumstance  and  accident,  but 
cannot  affect  the  right.  If  war  be  defensive  and 
offensive,  still  the  whole  is  equal  to  its  parts. 
But  to  what  does  this  doctrine  lead  7    Do  gentle- 
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men  belieTe  it  to  be  true  ?  Then  it  becomes  their 
doty  to  move  for  the  Bp|K)intmeDt  of  a  commit- 
tee to  ioqaire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  cap- 
tare  of  the  MacedooiaD,  and  if  it  be  discoFered 
that  she  was  taken  at  more  than  a  marine  league 
from  the  shore,  to  cashier  the  American  officer, 
declare  the  attack  and  capture  unconstitutional, 
and  restore  the  ressel  to  her  former  master. 
Then  an  enterprise,  givwz  rise  ta  a  new  era  in 
maritime  history,  and  entwining^  round  the  brows 
of  the  United  States  a  wreath  of  imperishable 
laurel,  turns  ont  to  be  a  violation  of  that  instru- 
ment on  the  sacredness  of  which  depends  the 
Union  and  happiness  of  America.  The  war  is 
not  unconstitutional,  nor  can  it,  by  any  possi- 
bility, be  so  considered. 

Sir,  I  listened  to  the  g^entleraan  from  Massa- 
chusetts with  astonishment  when  he  denounced 
the  war  as  anjust  and  crUel;  and  this  charge  is 
made  by  an  American  against  the  American  na- 
tion, the  only  one  inhabiting  this  many-peopled 
globe  whose  escutcheon  is  unstained  with  blood, 
and  whose  character  is  not  blasted  with  human 
butcheries.  We  are  held  up  thus  in  contrast 
with  the  British;  the  British!  among  the  most 
ferocious  af  nations  calling  themselves  civilized. 
Look  to  India.  Ireland,  America ;  look  throug:h- 
out  the  world ;  recount  the  millions  of  her  vic- 
tims to  the  sword,  dungeon,  and  want;  the  mur- 
dered Irisb ;  the  starved  Indian  ;  and  confess  that 
she  standi  unrivalled  in  carnage.  If  the  bodies 
of  men  whom  she  has  massacred  were  brought 
together^  shey  would  literally  form  a  mountain 
of  slain.  If  the  blood  which  she  has  spilled  were 
collected,  it  would,  without  a  flgfure,  "the  multi- 
tudinous sea  incarnadine."  But  in  what  instance 
have  the  citizens  of  ourcountry  merited  so  foul 
an  aspersion?  We  learn  of  cruelties  practised 
upon  them  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  land  ;  while 
their  heroism  and  humanity  are  acknowledged 
bv  the  enemy;  an  enemy  compelled  to  appreciate, 
afthough  incapable  of  imitating  their  conduct. 
It  is  not,  it  will  not  be,  on  our  part,  a  cruel  war. 
America  will  never  forfeit  her  just  claim  to  a 
character  exclusively  her  own.  In  this  she  finds 
no  rival  among  the  nations  of  Europe ;  can  find 
none,  for  they  are — 

«*  In  blood 
"  Slept  in  ao  iu,  that,  should  they  wade  no  ttiore, 
"  Setuniing  were  as  tedious  as  go  o'er." 

Th«  war  is  attribifted  by  the  gentleman' from 
Massachusetts  to  French  influence ;  and  this.as** 
sertion  is  made  in  the  presence  of  numbers  who 
voted  for  the  measave,  whose  pure  and  unsullied 
characters  have  raised  them  h^h  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  and  should  have  shielded 
them  from  snob    hateful  suspicion.     But   the 
charge,  wherever  made,  deserves  to  be  repelled* 
Let  us,  for  a  moment,  consider  it.    Where,  sir, 
does  this  French  influence  exist?    Where  is  it 
'  to  be  found?    In  the  States  of  Ten  nessee^  Ken - 
'      tacky,  Virginia,  the  Caroliiias,  aud  Georgia?  Do 
I      the  citizens  of  these  States  speak  the  French  lan- 

faage?  Do  they  read  French  books?  Are  there 
frenchmen  living  among  them?    Are  they  eon- 
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nected  with  the  French  in  trade,  by  marriage  or 
consanguinity  ?  I  believe  not.  How,  then,  did 
French  influence  get  among  them— the  scattered 
inhabitants  of  our  forests — the  industrious  agri- 
culturists of  our  country?  But  I  ought  not  to 
have  omitted  Louisiana;  perhaps  it  may  be  found 
there.  Let  not  gentlemen  be  alarmed;  there  is 
no  French  influence  there  that  will  endanger 
their  liberties,  or  disturb  their  quiet.  The  natives 
of  that  State  are  like  ourselves,  American;  and 
they  have,  at  least,  been  severed  as  long  from 
French  domination  as  we  from  British.  Their 
interests  bind  them  to  us*;  they  are  well  aware 
of  the  mutual  benefits  which  result  from  our  con- 
nexion.. But,  sir,  if  French  influence  exist  in 
that  country,  it  has  not  reached  me.  I  was  not 
generally  the  choice  of  that  part  of  the  commu- 
nity called  French ;  I  state  it  with  regret,  for 
they  generally  pos.<es2»  my  esteem.  But,  sir,  tha 
cry  or  French  influence  is  intended  to  throw 
dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  to  prfei^eiit  them 
from  seeing  what  will  not  bear  looking  on.  Sup- 
pose there  should  be  a  portion  of  onr  country 
where  British  .influence  is  said  to  exist ;  is  the 
English  language  there  spoken?  Are  the  people 
connected  with  the  English  in  trade,  in  consan- 
guinity, in  all  the  various  relations  to  which  so- 
ciety gives  rise?  The  answer  presents  itself  at 
one©. 

^  This  war  is  waged  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
James  II  on  the  throne  of  America."  I  enter- 
tain almo^*  too  favorable  an  opinion  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  remark  to  believe  that  he 
really  feels  the  suspicion.  He  has  adduced  no 
argument;  he  has  stated  no  fact;  but  he  has  in- 
dulged himself  in  a  style  of  accusation  disgrace- 
fttl  to  hiniself,  and  insulting  to  this  House.  He 
has  shatnelessly  departed  from  the  subject  to 
abuse  a  character  holding  no  office  in  the  Gov- 
ernment, exercising  no  contirol,  interfering  not 
with  our  publitf  councils;  a  gentleman,  who,  in 
the  shades  of  retirement,  enjoys  that  calm  and 
tranquillity  which  flow  from  the  consciousness  of 
having  performed  well  and  strictly  his  duties  to- 
wards his  country.  I  had  thou|;bt  that,  in  rela- 
tion to  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  Porcupines  and  Callen- 
ders  had  cropped  the  choicest  flowers  of  Billii)gs» 

Site  wherewith  to  deck  their  efitisions,  until  the 
ouse  was  presented  the  bouquet  of  the  honor- 
able Representative  from  Massachusetts. 

The  gentleman  fromYirginta  (Mr.  Sbeffbt) 
gives  a  very  particular  statement  of  the  expense 
we  shall  encounter,  and  estimates — with  how 
much  accuracy  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say — the 
amount  that  each  man  enlisted  in  the  Army  will 
cost  the  Gk>vernment.  He  has  also  stated  that 
there  was  no  probability  that  the  additional  force 
would  be  raised ;  that  the  citizens  of  our  country 
would  not  forego  the  happiness  of  domestic  situ- 
ation, and  the  rewards  with  which  industry  is 
crowned,  to  become  soldiers,  of  whom  he  spoke 
as  tavern  loungers,  haunters  of  tippling  shops, 
whiskey  drinkers,  dtc. 

Sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  never  cal- 
culated on  going  to  war  without  encountering 
the  expends  incident  to  such  a  state.    But  if,  ae- 
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wording  %o  the  honorable  geDtleman's  predictioDSi 
ihe  forces  canDot  l.e  raised,  why  the  apprehen- 
sions of  enormous  expense  ?  But  the  opinion  is 
most  unfounded.  The  patriotism  of  our  country 
will  fill  up  the  ranks  of  her  armies.  The  patriot- 
ism of  the  S^ate  which  the  gentleman  represents 
ought  not  to  have  escaped  him.  In  the  neigh- 
borhood of  my  former  residence,  roluoteers.  con- 
spicuous alike  for  their  characters  and  talents, 
have  marched  to  the  standard  of  the  nation }  and, 
in  abandoning  the  eomforts  of  their  homes,  in 

Sressing  forward  to  fight  our  battles,  in  courting 
anger,  and  submitting  to  unaccustomed  priva- 
tions, little  did  they  suppose  that  they  thus  ex- 
posed themselves  to  the  contemptuous  epithets 
•o  liberally  bestowed  by  a  Representative  from 
their  own  State. 

But  it  is  said  that,  as  the  Orders  in  Coaneil  are 
lepealed,  the  question  of  impressment  is  the  onjy 
•ne  in  controversy  between  the  United  Btates 
and  Great  Britain ;  and,  on  this  subject,  (he  hon- 
orable gentleman  firom  North  Carolina,  (iVIr. 
PsABSOM,)  has,  without  difficulty,  settled  princi- 

fles  about  which  jurists  have  differed  ih  Opinion. 
le  contends  that  individuals  cannot  divest  them* 
selves  of  their  allegiance ;  that  the  right  of  ex- 
patriation does  not  exist;  that  the  practice  of 
naturalization  is  wrong.  These  opinions  are  as 
erroneous  as  they  are  repugnant  to  every  princi- 
ple of  human  liberty,  and  owe  their  origin  to 
feudal  times  and  feudal  States;  times  and  States, 
the  prolific  sources  of  the  vilest  principles  in  poli- 
tios  and  morals. 

I  believe  that  every  civilised  nation  under  the 
sun  is  in  the  practice  of  naturalizing  foreigners* 
The  omnipotent  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ex- 
ercises this  right.  The  rights  of  all  independent 
nations  are  equal.  Whatever  course  Great  Briir 
ain  pursues  in  relation  to  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  other  countries,  these  countries  are  authorized 
to  pursue  in  relation  to  the  subjeou  of  Great 
Britain.  Whatever  her  admirers  may  say  to  the 
contrary,  if  she  does  not,  acknowledge,  she  is 
compelled  to  act  tn  conformity  to  this  principle. 
Where  is  there  in  her  history  an  example  of  bef 
punishing,  as  a  traitor,  a  Briton  naturalized  by  a 
for^n  uovernment^  akhough  found  in  arms 
against  her?  If  a  subject  could  not  divest  htm* 
self  of  his  natural  allegiance;  if  once  a  suhjeot 
always  a  subject,  were  true,  how  is  it  that  Nap- 
per  Tandy  was  suffered  to  escape  paaishmentl 
Why  was  be  not  hanged  as  a  traitor  1  He  W«s 
born  in  Ireland,  became  a  French  citizen,  served 
in  war  against  his  native  country,  was  taken, 
tried,  and  found  guilty  of  hiffh  treason ;  but  when 
a  terrible  retaliation  was  threaiened  by  Pranoe, 
in  the  event  of  his  execution,  that  nation,  which 
aever  yields  to  threats,  restored  him  to  his  thett 
adopted  country. 

Shall  the  United  States  abandon  not  only  her 
naturalized)  but  her  native  citizens,  to  the  capri- 
cious tyranny  of  every  petty  officer  in  the  British 
fleet?  Shall  we  permit,  in  relation  to  ourselves, 
the  operation  of  a  uriDciple  opposed  by  every 
other  nation?  Shall  we.  after  having  emanci- 
pated the  mind  of  man  from  so  many  shackles, 


permit  galling  cbaias  to  be  riretted  aroond  him? 
No  arguments  have  been  used,  no  authorities 
cited,  to  establish  the  principles  for  which  Britain 
and  her  advocates  contend.  The  right  to  im- 
press seamen  of  any  description  whatever  from 
vessels  on  the  high  seas,  does  not  belong  to  any 
nation  whatever.  The  sea  is  the  highway  com- 
mon  to  all.  No  municipal  regulations  can  oper- 
ate on  it:  and  vain  would  be  the  search  into  the 
laws  of  nations  for  authority  to  justify  the  prac' 
tice  of  England.  The  searching  vessels  for  men 
is  an  abominable  interpolation  on  the  right  of 
search  for  contraband  of  war,  that  ought  not  to 
be  admitted.  But  if  it  were  doubtful,  if  it  were 
lawful,  the  abuses  which  follow  from  the  practice, 
and  which  must  necessarily  follow,  from  our 
being,  in  lan£ua|;e  and  appearance,  one  people^ 
imperiously  forbid  its  exercise,  and  require  that 
Great  Biitaln  should  not  be  permitted,  under  any 
pretext,  to  (ake  seamen  from  our  public  and  pri- 
vate vessels. 

But  gentlemen  are  opposed  to  the  further  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  Do  they  contend  that  the 
causes  which  rendered  it  necessary  have  been 
removed?  Have  we  obtained  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  commenced?  Is  the  new  and 
before  unheard-of  system  of  blockade  abandoned? 
A  system  which,  under  the  pretence  of  being  a 
military  measure,  was  converted  into  a  commer- 
cial scneme  beneficial  to  the  belligerents,  and 
destructive  alone  to  the  rights  of  neutrals.  Have 
our  citizens  been  restored  to  their  country  ?  Is 
any  disposition  evidenced  to  omit  tearing  them 
from  their  homes  ^od  families  in  future  ?  What 
will  be  the  consequence  of  laying  down  our 
arms,  of  shrinking  from  our  present  attitude? 
We  are  at  the  feet  pf  Great  Britain  :  and  after 
having  for  years  attempted .  in  vain  to  obtain 
justice,  we  are  to  recommence  fruitless  negotia- 
tion. Admit  that  we  are  unable  to  enforce  our 
demands,  to  support  our  independence,  that  we 
cannot  carry  on  war,  that  the  friends  of  tJie 
British  Government  in  tliis  country  (to  use  their 
own  expression)  will  not  j^ermit  us;  in  such  a 
situation,  with  such  admission^  to  expect  justice 
would  be  folly  in  the  extreme.  England  would 
return  to  her  habitual  spoliapons,  would  re-es- 
tablish that  state  precisely  the  most  beneficia/  to 
herself^  the  most  injurious  to  us:  infiniteiy  better 
to  her  than  peace  on  fair  terms,  for  then  the  op- 
portunity would  be  lost  df  feeding  and  enriching 
bar  n^vy  at  our  expenae ;  better  iban  war,  as  the 
nun^erous  prizes  brought  into  her  poru  of  late 
verf  clearly  prove.  Formerly  the  losses  were 
exclusively  ouie.  Yes,  sir,  willingly  would  she 
return  to,  and  forever  continue,  her  former  career 
of  depredation;  and  the  next  ten  years  would 
add  another  thousand  to  the  thousand  American 
vessels  already  carried  into  her  ports. 

Too  long  did  we  suffer  disgrace  and  degrada- 
tion. Peace,  with  all  its  blessings,  may  be  en- 
joyed at  too  dear  a  price.  But  yet,  while  it  was 
possible  to  preserve  it,  we  shut  our  eyes  against 
the  most  flagrant,  injuries;  we  affected  not  to 
hear  the  loudest  insults.  Peace  was  congenial  to 
our  habits,  favorable  to  the  principles  of  our 
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CtoTernmelkt.  It  was  ooc  to  he  apptebeBded  it 
would  be,  Dor  cannot  be  now  belteved  that  it 
was  wantonly  abandoned.  Whilst  tranquillity 
prevailed  it  was  wise  to  dwell  on  its  advantages. 
Now,  that  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  we  are  at 
war,  it  is  well  to  inquire  whether  circumstances 
may  not  grow  out  of  it  favorable  to  our  future 
happiness  and  prosperity. 

The  British  possessions  in  America  present 
themselyes  to  our  view  and  invite  a  conquest,  I 
am  struck  with  the  contrariety  of  opinion  which 
prevails  among  gentlemen.  Some  of  them  speak 
of  the  country  as  barren,  the  climate  as  inclement, 
the  inhabitants  thereby  scattered  over  the  face  ol 
the  territory.  If  this  be  true,  it  will  not  be  con- 
sidered as  worth  defending,  and  as.  by  its  loss 
Britain  loses  nothing,  the  sympathy  which  she 
seems  to  have  excited,  and  the  doleful  jeremiads 
to  which  her  anticipated  disasters  have  given 
rise,  are  as  utinecessary  as  they  are  misplaced. 
But  o|bers  say,  no  doubt  from  its  Importance  to^ 
its  European  sovereign  it  will  be  defended  to 
the  last  extremity;  that  the  United  Sutes  cannot 
take  it ;  that  the  army  we  propose  to  send  into 
thelfield  will  prove  insufficient.  When  gentle- 
men differ  80  widely,  no  satisfactory  conclusion 
can  be  drawn  from  their  opinions.  Sir,  Canada 
will  be  defended,  and  it  is  from  a  belief  of  that 
fact,  and  from  a  knowledge  of  the  force  which' 
Great  Britain*  may  bring  into  the  field,  that  the 
troops  now  demanded  become  necessary.  We 
have  heard  an  estimate  of  that  force  too  often  to 
be  again  repeated.  It  has  lost  nothing  of  its 
magnitude  and  importance.  Its  valor  has  re- 
ceived the  highest  praise,  and  we  are  triumph- 
antly asked  if  we  expect  to  intimidate  Great 
Britain. 

Sir,  none  but  cowards  calculate  on  the  cow- 
ardice of  their  foe.  We  do  not  expect  to  in- 
timidate her.  We  expect  to  meet  her  armies  in 
the  field,  and  to  vanquish  them.  The  power  of 
Britain  must  be  extinguished  in  America.  She 
must  no  longer  be  permitted  to  eorropt  the  prin- 
ciples and  to  distort)  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
our  citizens.  Our  frontier  inhabitants  most  not 
be  kept  in  dread  and  danger  from  her  Indian 
allies.  And  never  shall  We  be  secure  among 
ourselves,  and  exempt  from  the  mischievous  in- 
trigues of  Europeans,  until  European  power  is 
expelled  across  the  Atlantic.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  says,  that  Canada  entered 
into  the  scheme  of  the  war.  It  certainly  does 
now  enter  into  the  scheme  of  the  war.  Sir^  no 
citizen  of  the  United  States  would  have  given 
his  consent  to  an  unprovoked  attack  on  •  that 
country  merely  for  the  purpose  of  getting  possess- 
ion of  it.  Bu<  I.  do,  for,  One,  rejoice  tl^t,  under 
present  circumstances,  ^e  thus  have  an  oppor- 
tunity afforded  us,  not  only  to  make  our  enemy 
feel  our  power,  but  to  drive  him  from  this  conti- 
nent, and  to  remove  one  of  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  war  among  nations^neighborhood  and 
contiguity.  The  evils  of  peace,  on  the  terms  of 
gentlemen  in  opposition,  cannot  be  borne.  Let 
Us  then,  with  firmness,  persevere  in  the  contest  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  uiitii  it  can  be  ierminated 


on  principles  compatible  with  the  righu  and 
honor  of  the  nation. 

The  Committee  now  rose,,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TcEsoAY,  January  12. 

Mr.  Jenmings  presented  a  petition  of  John  Jamea 
Dufour,  and  his  associates,  stating  that,  Jn  1803, 
an  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  quan- 
tity of  the  public  land  to  the  petitioners,  upon  a 
credit  of  twelve  years,  without  interest,  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  the  culture  of  the  vinei 
and  that  they  are  unable  to  complete  the  payment 
of  the  money  within  the  limited  time,  and  pray- 
ing a  grant  of  the  further  time  of  ten  years  to 
complete  their  payments. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee oh  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ad-  • 
dressed  to  him  from  William  Doane,  requesting 
that  Congress  will  again  take  into  their  consicf 
eration  the  Elementary  Treatise  on  Military  Dis- 
ci plioe,  presented  by  him  at  the  last  session,  called 
"  A  Hand  Book  for  Infantry,"  and  that  sach  order 
may  be  taken  thereon  as  the  work  may  be  found 
to  merit.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili« 
tary  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluams,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  ^he 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Illinois  Territory,  presented  on  the  sixth 
instant,  and  it  was  referred  to  the.  Secretary  pf 
War. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  read,  transmitting  an  account  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Government,  for  the 
year  1812. 

A  meiisAge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^*  giving  further 
time  for  registering  claims  to  lands  in  the  East- 
ern District  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
State  of  Louisiana ;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

ADpiTIOfiTAL  MILITART  FOltCB. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
array  of  twenty  thousand  men.  for  one  year. 
Mr.  Emott  addressed  the  Cnair,  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairmaii :  I  mean  no  common-place  re- 
mark, when  I  declare  to  you,  that  I  address  joit 
on  the  subjects  which  have  been  brought  into 
this  debate,  and  as  I  think  properly  so  brought| 
with  great  reluctance.  My  general  deportment 
since  1  have  been  honored  with  a  seat  on  thia 
floor,  is  sufficient  evidence  to  you  and  the  Com- 
mittee that  I  feel  an  unwillingness  to  minffle  ia 
the  war  of  words  which  is  carried  on  here.  There 
are  causes  which  add  to  this  repugnance  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  debate  has  been  continued 
for  such  a  length  of  time,  and  in  part  has  beea 
conducted  with  so  much  asperity,  that  the  minda 
of  all  have  become  fatigued,  and  the  passions  of 
many  inflamed.  I  know,  and  I  duly  appreciate 
the  aifficulties  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
surround  and  face  the  speaker.    But,  sir,  there 
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•re  coDsideratioDS  of  public  duty,  and  indiv^idual 
propriety,  which  urge,  nay,  demand  of  me,  to  ask 
your  patience,  and  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
while  I  present  to  you  and  to  them  roy  view  of 
the  great  subject?  involved  in  this  discussion. 

I  listened,  sir.  with  great  attention,  and  cer- 
tainly with  mucn  pleasure,  to  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robertson.)  who  addressed  the 
House  for  the  first  time  yesterday.  Against  some 
of  his  positions,  and  some  of  his  doctrines,  I  must 
however  enter  my  protest.  The  gentleman,  in 
the  silence  of  the  minority,  finds  cause  for  cen- 


The  infioence  of  British  feelings!  Yes,  sir, 
the  Eastern  people  are  sometimes  actuated  by 
British  feelings,  but  they  are  the  feelings  wrbich 
operated  on  their  ancestors,  when  they  left  "Eag" 
land,  because  they' loved  liberty,  and  hated  op- 
pression. They  are  the  feelings  which  operated 
on  some,  even  of  the  present  generation,  w^hen 
they  staked  their  homes,  and  their  firesides,  on  a 
contest  for  their  politi^l  rights;  when,  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  tbev  opposed 
British  power  and  claims.  The  innoeDce  of 
British  principles!    Yes,  sir,  they  are  actuated 


sure;  they  are  not  of  equal  utility  with  guide-    by  British  principles,  but,  they  are  the  principles 
posts,  whrch,  if  they  do  not  accompany  the  trav-    "  '   •*•'--       t  -  »-       .  ^  _  «?j  ^_.     -   • 

eller  in  his  journey,  at  least  point  to  his  way. 
And  yet  when  it  occurred  to  him,  that  the  mi- 
nority did  sometimes  interposewith  their  advice, 
their  directions,  and  if  you  please,  their  censure, 
they  were  held  up  by  him,  as  fit  objects  of  distrust^ 
The  ultimate  object  of  the  opposition  toeing,  as 
he  supposes,  pow^r,  he  appears  to  think  that  when 
they  do  advise,  it  will  be  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
barrassing their  opponents,  of  procuring  their 
assent  to  measures- which  will  end  in  their  down- 
fall. Thus,  if  we  remain  silent,  we  do  not  per- 
form our  duty ;  and  if  we  object  to  majority  plans 
and  views,  or  propose  measures  which  are  not 
atamped  with  the  mark  of  Executive  approbation, 
we  do  worse ;  we  are  plotting  the  destruction,  of 
the  men  in  place,  not  with  a  view  to  the  public 
welfare,  but  to  individual  interest.  This  ia  really 
placing  the  minority  in  an  awkward  situation; 
and  after  all  we  shall,  I  believe,  have  to  pursue 
the  track  of  former  minorities.  With  the  good 
pleasure  of  the  gentleman,  we  will  continue  to 
mark  the  public  course  of  public  men,  and  when 
we  believe  they  lose  sight  of,  or  disregard,  the  es- 
sential rights  and  vital  interests  of  the  people,  for 
whose  welfare,  and  at  whose  expense,  this  Qov- 
emment  is  maintained,  we  must  be  allowed  to  op- 
pose them  in  a  constitutional  and  orderly  manner. 
The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  has  gone  into 
•  course  of  reasoning,  to  repel  the  charge  and  the 
suspicion  of  French  influenjce,  in  or  out  of  the 
Administration.  With  his  facts,  or  his  deductions, 
I  have  nothing  to  do.  I  hope  it  is  true,  that  there 
k  no  understanding  between  our  Government 
and  that  of  France,  with  respect  to  the  measures 


of  a  Milton,  a  Uocke,  and  a  Sidney;  principles 
which  teach  that  Government  is  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  and  not  for  advantage  of 
their  agents;  principles  which  teach  them,  that 
it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  the  bounden  doty  of 
the  people,  to  mark  the   conduct  of  their  rulers, 
and  to  reason  on  its  fitness ;  to  bestow  applause 
where  it  is  due,  and  not  to  withhold  censure 
where  it  is  merited.    When,  sir,  they  shall  no 
lohger  be  actuated  by  such  feelingh.  and   such 
principles;  when  they  shall  subscribe  to  the  doc- 
trines, that  the  meii  in  pow<Sr  can  do  no  wrong; 
that  the  will  of  the  Executive  is  in  all  cases  to 
be  obeyed,  and  that  they  must  speak  of  the  acts 
of  the  Administration,  only  to  applaud— 'then  I 
shall  begin  to  believe,  that  they  are  under  the  in- 
fluence of  French  principles,  and  are  fit  for  slaves, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  aware  that,  in  the  discus- 
sion I  am  about  commencing.  I  shall  render  my- 
self obnoxious  to  the  wit  of  gentlemen  who  think 
that,  to  bring  into  view  other  topics  than  those 
which  airise  out  of  the  iietaits  of  the  bill  now  on 
your  table,  is  to  go  beyond  the  range  of  legiti- 
mate debate.    The  bill  contemplates  the  raising 
an  additional  military  force  of  twenty  thousand 
men ;  thus  increasing  the  Military  Esiabfishment, 
or  the  standing  Army  of  the  country,  to  upwards 
of  fifty-five  thousand  men.    Now,  sir^  with  the  de- 
tails of  this  bill  I  have  nothing  to  do.  Nay,  I  will 
confess  to  you  that  I  like  the  bill  as  it  standi, 
providing  for  enlistments  for  one  year  only,  bet- 
ter than  1  should,  were  it  amended,  as  has  been 
proposed,  by  prolonging  the  terms,  precisely  for 
the  reason  that  the  torce  will  be  less  efficient  and 
dangerous,  and  more  under, legislative  control.   / 
meddle  not  with  the  fitness  of  the  instrument, 
That  is  the  business  of  other  men.    But,  being 
opposed  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  offensively, 
as  pure  in  their  views,  and  as  patriotic'  in  their  I  m  i  was  to  its  commencement,  I  cannot  consent 


which  have  been  formerly  adopted,  or  are  now 
pnrsding,  against  Great  Britain.  Nay,  I  am  wil- 
ing to  allow,  that  the  persons  in  the  majority  are 


intentions,  as  men  in  the  opposition  can  be. 
But  after  saying  this.  I  hope  I  may  be  perraiitpd 
to  ask  the  gentleman  to  reconsider  the  judgment 
he  has  been  pleased  to  pans  upon  the  Nurthern 
and  Eastern  parts  of  the  Union.  He  believes  in 
the  existence  of  a  British  party  in  that  country, 
and  intinoatesthai  the  charge  ofa  French  influ- 
ence elsewhere  is  a  mere  cover ;  it  is  a  dust,  raised 
to  draw  ofi'the  attention,  or  obscnre  the  vision  of 
the  people.  Sir,  we  sometimes  hear  of  this  charge 
of  British  influence  at  the  Eastward.  The  charge 
18  made  there  by  the  wicked,  and  not  unfrequenily 
believed  by  the  weak ;  the  latter  have  our  pity, 
the  former  onr  contempt. 


to  grant  any  further  force  to  carry  it  on.  The 
only  check,  or  control,  which  the  Legislature  can 
constitutionally  have  over  a  war  after  it  is  b^un, 
is  in  withholding  the  means;  and,  in  voting  the 
meanft,  either  in  men  or  money,  ev^ry  member  of 
the  Legislature  ought  to  be  satisfied  of  the  neces- 
sity of  prosecuting  the  war. 

According  to  my  best  jodgment,  sir,  this  war 
was  improperly  commenced,  and  is  unnecessa- 
rily continued ;  and  I  shall  now  proceed  to  ex- 
plain the  grounds  of  that  judgment  bv  an  exam- 
ination of  the  causes  of  the  war,  as  tney  existed 
aC  its  commencement,  and  as  they  now  remain. 
As  thia  is  the  first  time  that  the  aobjeet  has  been 
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brought  into  deiwte,  and,  radeed,  the  earliearc  op* 
portuaitjr  which  has  been  allowed,  of  an  opeo 
discassioo,  I  am  sure  I  shall  be  pardoned  for 

foiog  into  detail,  if  I  even  should  be  tedious,  as  I 
now  I  shall  be  uninteresting.  It  is  a  right  which 
I  think  I  may  claimi  to  state  distinctly  my  rea- 
sons and  ^  motives  for  the  votes  which  1  have 
given,  and  may  give,  in  relation  to  the  war,  after 
what  has  been  said  in  this  House,  and  out  of  it, 
about  the  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  Admin* 
Istration* 

In  making  this  examination,  I  shall  pass  in  re* 
view,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  possible,  the  three 
great  subjects  of  complaint  against  Great  Britain; 
her  orders  of  blockade,  her  Orders  in  Council, 
«Dd  her  practice  of  impressment.  But  for  one  or 
all  of  these,  the  war  certainly  would'  not  have 
been  declared ;  and  I  may  assume  that,  for  but  one 
or  all  of  these,  the  war  ought  not  to  be  continued. 
i  cannot,  indeed,  but  recollect,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana  has  mentioned  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  and  of  the  Floridas,  as  causes  for  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  As  respects  the  Cana- 
das,  I  have  heretofore  understood  that  their  re- 
duction might  be  a  consequence  of  the  war,  but 
never  until  now  did  I  know  that  it  was  to  be 
shifted  into  a  cause  for  carrying  it  on.  Aim),  in 
regard  to  theFloiidas,  I  will  not  consent  that  their 
conquest  should,  in  the  existing  relations  of  this 
country,  be  either  a  cause  or  consequence  ef  war. 
I  will  confess  to  you,  that  an  invasion  of  the  col- 
onies of  Spain  at  this  time,  under  the  stale  ex- 
cuses of  convenience  or  necessity,  strikes  me  with 
abhorrence.  It  is  not  only  against  the  genius  of 
4)ur  Qovernnient^  and,  as  1  hope,  the  character  of 
our  people,  but,  if  persistejl  in,  will  be  a  foul  blot 
in  our  national  history. 

As  to  the  British  blockades  :-*-Itt  order  that  I 
may  not  "be  said  to  misrepresent  the  views  of  the 
Executive  Government,  or  of  this  House,  I  will 
read  to  you  the  charge  of  the  one  and  the  other, 
respecting  blockades.  The  President,  in  his  war 
Message  of  June  last,  says,  "Under  pretended 
<  blocluides,  without  the  presence  of  an  adequate 
'  force,  and  sometimes  without  the  practicability 
'  of  applying  one,  our  commerce  has  been  plun- 
'  dered  in  every  sea."  What  is  thus  generalized 
by  the  Executive,  b  made  particular  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Itelations, 
which,  it  will  be  recollected,  and  I  make  the.  ob- 
servation once  for  all,  was  made  the  act  of  this 
House  by  placing  it,  against  all  former  usage,  on 
the  Journals. 

The  report,  after  a  dissertation  on  the  carrying 
trade,  and  its  interruption  by  the  British,  proceeds 
to  say :  "  In  May,  1806,  the  whole  coast  of  the 
'  Continent,  from  Elbe  to  Brest,  inclusive,  w'as 
'  declared  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade.  By  this 
^  act,  the  well* established  principles  of  the  law  of 
'  nations,  which,  have  served  for  ages  as  guides. 
'  and  fixed  the  boundary  between  the  rights  ot 
^  belligerents  and  neutrals,  were  violated."  This, 
then,  being  the  charge,  we  may  inquire,  whether 
the  order  of  blockade,  of  May,  1806,  was  really 
a  just  cause  of  war  in  June,  1813,  and  whether 
ft  yet  continues  to  be  so  1 


I  understand,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  British 
Government,  theoretically,  &t  least,  admits  the 
ancient  rule  of  national  law  respecting  blockades. 
Not  toffo  further  back  than  the  correspondence  of 
1811,  the  British  Minister,  in  his  letter  of  July 
3,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reference  to  this 
very  blockade,  declared  :  *^  If  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
'  cil  should  be  abrogated,  the  blockade  of  May^ 
'  1806,  could  not  continue,  under  our  construe* 
^  tion  of  the  law  of  nations,  unless  that  blockade 
*  should  be  maintained  by  a  due  application  of  an 
'  adequate  naval  force,"  Indeed,  sir,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  Message,  and  tike  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  in  their  report,  distinctly  admit  the 
correctness  of  the  British  theory,  and  urge  it  by 
way  of  complaint  against  her  practices.  I  have 
not  discovered  that  we  have  changed  our  sround 
on  this  subject.  W,e  have  not  yet,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, adopted  the  Napoleon  principle  of  maritime 
law,  that  a  blockade  requires  a  oesieginff  forc& 
and  can  only  be  applied  to  strong  or  fortified 
ports.  It  therefore  follows,  that  the  dispute  with 
England,  relative  to  blockades,  is  not  about  any 
new  principle  advanced  by  her,,  but  about  her 
practice  in  opposition  to  her  own  principles  and 
our  avowed  doctrine.  Now,  sir,  with  this  view 
of  the  subject,  was  the  order  of  blockade  of  May, 
1806,  a  cause  of  war  in  1812  ? 

The  order  of  blockade  of  the  16th  of  Mar, 
1806,  with  an  exception  which  I  will  presently 
notice,  declares  "the  coast,  rivers, and  ports^from 
the  river  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest,  both  inclu- 
sive," to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  out  provides 
that  such  blockade  was  not  to  extend  to  neutral 
vessels,  laden  with  goods  not  being  enemy's  pro- 
perty or  contraband  of  wsm*)  provided  that  the 
vessel  going  in,  had  not  been  laden  at  a  port  be- 
longing to  an  enemy,  and  the  vessel  going  out 
was  not  destined  to  an  enemy's  port,  and  had  not 
previously  broken  the  blockade. 

In  regard  to  so  much  of  the  order  as  relates  to 
enemy's  property  and  contraband  of  war,  it  af- 
fords no  ground  of  complaint;  as  by  the  law  of 
nations  we  could  not,  even  in  the  absence  of  a 
blockfllde,  cover  the  former  or  trade  in  the  latter> 
The  objectionable  part  of  the  order  must  ther»* 
fore  be  that  which  prghibits  the  entry  of  a  neu- 
tral vessel,  which  had  loaded  at  an  enemy's  port| 
and  the  departure  of  a  ship  destined  for  an  ene-. 
my's  port*  Now,  the  obvious  efiect  of  these  re- 
strictions, was  to  prevent  neutrals  from  carrying 
on  the  colonial,  and  engaging  in  the  coasting^ 
trade  of  France.  The  inward  bound  vessel  was 
not  to  have  a  cargo  which  had  been  put  on  board 
in  a  French  port,  and  thus  the  trade  from  a  colo- 
ny to  the  mother  country,  as  well  as  the  coasting 
trade  in  the  latter,  was  prevented.  The  outward 
bound  vessel  was  not  to  be  intended  for  a  French 
port,  and  thus  the  trade  from  the  mother  country 
to  the  colony  was  prohibited.  If  the  ordec  bad  aa 
operation  beyond  this,  it,  must  have  been  iklmost 
a  thing  of  accident. 

Let  it  now  be  recollected,  that  the  British  have^ 
from  the  year  1756,  contended  that  a  neutral  was 
not  authorized,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  engage 
during  war  in  an  unaqcostomed  trade  with  the 
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eoloDies,  or  on  theeottis  of  (heir  enemy.  To  cip- 
tare  Tenels  eD^ased  ia  each  trade,  we  know  that 
they  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  resort  to  block* 
ftdes.  By  this  order,  therefore,  they  claimed  no 
new  right,  nor  did  they  under  it  exercise  any  new 
power  OTer  neutrals.  In  fact,  while  it  prohibited 
the  direct,  it  left, free,  or  rather  threw  open  to 
aentrals,  the  indirect  colonial  trade.  The  nature 
of  the  cargo,  or  its  origin,  was  not  a  subject  of  in* 
quiry ;  it  was  sufficient  that  it  was  not  put  on 
board  the  vessel  at  a  French  port.  And  we  have 
the  authority  of  the  Administration,  for  saying 
that  in  this  respect,  it  was  not  only  calculated  to 
benefit  our  merchants,  but  that  they  actually  were 
benefited  by  it.  In  the  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe 
to  Mr.  Foster,  of  the  1st  of  October,  1811,  it  is  et- 
pfessly  stated,  "  That  this  order,  by  allowing  the 
^  trade  of  neutrals  in  colonial  productions  to  all  (hat 
*  portion  of  the  coast  which  was  not  rigorously 
'blockaded,  afforded  to  the  Unhed  States  an  ac- 
<  commodation  in  a  principal  point  then  at  issue 
'between  our  Gbrernments,  and  of  which  their 
'  citizens  eztensiTely  availed  themselves.'' 

When  we  look  at  the  order  of  blockade  ia  this 
point  of  view,  and  without  the  esception,  it  is 
surely  not  necessary  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
coast  embraced  by  it,  nor  to  calculate  the  number 
of  ships  it  would  take  to  blockade  snch  coast. 
This  may  be  pretty  amusement  for  grown  chil- 
dren, who  need  examples  in  the  first  rules  in  arith- 
metic, but  it  is  unworthy  of  grave  statesmen, 
when  deciding  on  tbe  momentous  question  of 
peace  or  war.  It  was  in  a  special  manner,  as  1 
ahall  more  distinctly  show  nereafter,  unworthy 
of  the  member  of  the  Administration  who  has 
taken  a  lead  in  this  war,  and  who,  in  the  opin- 
ions of  nkany,  is  now  nursing  it.  Such  a  block- 
ade was  in  iuelf  harmless,  nay,  more,  it  was  ben- 
eficial to  us.  It  wanted  no  fleets  to  enforce  it. 
Our  merchants  at  the  time  would  have  seen  with 
pleasure  a  like,  blockade  of  all  the  coasts,  riwrs, 
and  ports,  from  North  Point  to  the  Rock  of  Gib- 
raltar. 

It  remains  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  be  seen,  whe- 
ther the  exception  in  the  order  of  May,  made  it 
ao  objectionable  as  to  call  for  war.  The  order, 
after  stating  the  kind  of  trade  which  was  not  to 
be  interrupted,  has  this  expresssoo.  "save  and  ex- 
cept the  coast,  rivers,  and  ports,  from  Ostend  to 
the  river  Seine,  already  in  a  state  of  strict  and 
rigorous  blockade,  and  which  are  to  be  considered 
ai  so  continued."  In  triith,  as  the  mere  reading 
of  the  order  will  show,  if  there  is  anything  sub- 
atantially  hostile  to  our  rights  to  be  found  in  it,  it 
ia  in  this  saving  clause.  With  this,  the  order  may 
be  considered  as  a  blockade  of  the  coast  from 
Ostend  to  the  Seine,  but  surely  not  beyond  that. 
Indeed,  the  Administration  so  well  understood 
this,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  in  -bis  letter  to  Mr.  Foster 
of  the  Ist  of  October,  1811,  declares  it  almost  in 
lerms.  *<  If,  says  (Mr.  Monroe.)  you  will  exam- 
sine  the  order,  you  will  find  that  it  is  strictly  little 
4  more  than  a  blockade  of  the  coast  from  the  Seine 
ftoOatend.  There  is  an  express  reservation  in 
I  it  in  favor  of  neutrals  to  any  part  of  the  coast 
c  between  Brest  and  the  Seine,  and  between  0»- 


'  tend  and  the  Blbe.  Neutral  Powers  are  permit* 
*  ted  by  it  to  take  from  their  own  ports  every  kind 
'of  produce,  without  distinction  as  to  its  origin, 
'and  to  carry  it  to  the  Continent,  under  that  lim- 
'  itation,  and  with  the  exception  only  of  contra- 
'band  of  war  and  enemy's  property,  and  to  bring 
'  thence  to>  their  own  ports  m  return  whatever  ar- 
<  tides  they  think  fit.'' 

An  attentive  perusal  of  the  exception  will  es- 
tablish another  ^ct,  that  the  order  of  May,  1806. 
was  not  even  a  blockade  of  the  coast  from  Ostend 
to  the  Seine.  It  merely  exclude  that  country 
from  the  benefits  which  were  to  arise  to  neutrals 
under  the  order,  by  recognising  the  existence  of 
a  prior  blockade,  and  providing  for  its  contiou* 
ance.  The  hlociade  thus  kept  alive,  is  that  of 
the  9th  of  August,  1804.  ''At  the  entrance  of  the 
ports  of  Fecamp,  St.  Vailery  en  Caux,  Dieppe. 
Treport,  the  Somme,  Naples,  Boulogne,  CalafaL 
Qravelines,  Dunkirk,  Nieuport,  and  Ostend." 
And  of  this  blockade  we  hear  of  no  comptnint, 
either  as  to  its  extent,  or  the  want  of  ability  to 
enforce  it. 

Witt  gentlemen  now  say,  what  has  never  yec 
been  pretended,  that,  from  the  extent  of  coast,  the 
British  could  not,  or  did  not,  enforce  the  blockade? 
We  may  ask  them  to  look  at  the  order,  and  then 
say  whether  it  contains  a  fair  enumeration  of  the 
principal  ports  or  points.  If  so,  and  I  tbink  I  may 
venture  to  say  it  does,  had  not  the  British  at  the 
time  a  sufficient  naval  force  to  blockade  eleven 
or  twelve  places  in  their  own  seas,  and  almost  in 
sight  of  tneir  own  coasts?  U  this  ib  admitted, 
and  I  presume  no  one  will  undertake  to  question 
itj  are  we  not  certain,  from  our  knowledge  of  the 
history  of  the  times,  that  such  force  was  applied? 
Do  we  not  know  that  Bonaparte  not  only  threat- 
ened an  invasioi^  of  England  at  the  time,  but  had 
a  powerful  army  encamped  for  the  purpose  on 
this  very  coast  ?  And  do  we  yet  doubt  whether, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  British  had  not  a 
naval  force  on  the  French  coast,  and  before  these 
places,  sufficiently  strong  to  enforce  the  blockade  ? 

There  is  still  one  other  circumstance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  order  of  May.  1806,  which  is  worthy 
of  notice,  and  that  is,  that  it  was  an  act  of  the 
Fox  Administration.  To  those  who  have  at- 
tended to  the  history  of  that  great  man,  it  is  well 
known  that  Charles  James  Fox  was,  at  every 
period  of  bis  life,  and  in  all  circumstances,  tbe 
open  and  the  sincere  friend  of  this  country^ 
When  we  were  colonies  of  Gkeat  Britain,  we  had 
his  exertions,  and  after  our  independence,  his 
wishes,  in  our  favor.  To  the  last  moment  of  his 
life,  he  felt  interested  in  our  prosperity.  It  was 
indeed,  if  we  are  to  believe  Monroe,  his  ruling 
passion,  strong  in  death.  And  yet  we  are  now 
called  on  to  say,  that,  under  the  guise  of  friend- 
ship, he  not  only  cotemplated  a  vital  blow  at  our 
neutral  rights,  but  actually  did  the  deed.  We 
are  now  willing,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  to  de- 
clare that  this  great  champion  of  neutral  rights, 
and  American  interests,  was  the  autl^or  and 
founder  of  a  system  which  not  only  made  just 
and  proper  the  French  decrees,  but  which  called 
for  war  on  the  part  of  tbis/uatiott.    Sir,  it  is  not 
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doing  justice  to  tbe  metnory  of  the  man,  or  his 
intentions  towards  us,  to  say  so. 

Tlius  far,  Mr.  ChairmaQf  I  hare  reotured  on 
the  face  of  the  order  itself;  bat  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,  I  will  now  place  before  you  the  opin- 
oQs  of  the  yery  persons  who  recom mended  war 
on  ftccount  or  the  blockade.  These  opinions, 
given  ftt  different  times,  will  prove  most  satisfac- 
torily that  as  long  as  the  order  of  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  had  a  practical  effect  and  operation, 
while  it  still  had  substance  as  well  as  form,  it 
was  not  only  not  viewed  by  the  Administration 
as  violating  our  neutral  rights,  but  was  received 
as  n  benefit  to  this  country.,  and  a  relaxation  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

Toe  order,  it  wUl  be  recollected,  bears  date  the 
16th  of  May,  and  it  was  communicated  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  then  odr  Minister  at  London,  to  Mr. 
Madison,  then  Secretary  of  State,  by  a  letter 
dated  the  17th.  In  this  leter  Mr.  Monroe  says, 
'*  early  this  mornin|^  I  received  from  Mr.  Fox  a 
*'  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  which  you  will 
^  perceive  embraces  explicitly  a  principal  subiect 
'  depending  between  our  Gbvernments,  though  in 
'  rather  a  singular  mode."  The  note  is  couched 
in  terms  of  restraint,  and  professes  to  extend  the 
blockade  further  than  was  Leretoibre  done;  never* 
theless,  it  takes  it  from  many  ports  already  block- 
aded; indeed,  from  all  east  of  Ostend  and  went 
of  the  Seine,  except  in  articles  eontraband  of 
war  and  enemy's  property,  which  are  seizable 
without  a  blockade.  And  in  like  form  of  excep- 
tion, considering  every  enemj  as  one  Power,  it 
admiu  the  trade  of  neutrals  within  the  same  limit 
to  be  free  in  the  productions  of  enemy's  colonies 
in  every,  but  the  direct,  route  between  the  colony 
and  the  parent  country.    "  It  cannot  be  doubted 

*  that  the  note  was  drawn  by  the  (Government  in 
'  reference  to  the  question,  and  if  intended  bv  the 
'  Cabinet  as  a  foundation  on  which  Mr.  Fox  is 
'  authorized  to  form  a  treaty,  and  obtained  by  him 
^  for  that  purpose,  it  must  b^  viewed  in  a  very 

*  favorable  light" 

On  the  20th  of  May,  Mr.  Monroe  again  writes 
to  this  Government,  and  speaking  of  the  order, 
he  says,  '^  from  what  I  could  collect,  I  have  been 
'  strengthened  in  the  opinion,  which  I  communi- 

*  cated  to  you  in  my  last,  that  Mr.  Fox's  liote  of 

*  the  15th  was  drawn  with  a  view  to  a  principal 

*  question  with  the  United  States-^I  mean  that 

*  of  the  trade  with  enemies'  colonies."  In  a  letter 
of  the  9th  of  June,  after  detailing  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Fox,  in  part,  relating  to  the  order,  Mr. 
Monroe  declares,  "I  concluded  however  from  this 
^  conversation,  as  I  had  done  from  what  had  oc- 
^  curred  before,  that  this  measure  had  been  taken 

*  to  prevent  the  further  seizure  and  condemnation 
'  of  our  vessels  on  the  principle  in  discussion  be- 
'  tween    our  Governments"— '^  several   circum- 

*  stances^  independent  of  those  alluded  to,  snp- 
'  port  this  idea.  It  is  not  necessary  to  state  them, 
^  because  I  trust  the  business  will  ere  long  be 

*  placed  on  a  much  more  soHd  footing." 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  full  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Monroe  at  the  time,  and  formed, 
as  it  would  seem,  with  all  doe  caution.    Bat  it 


may  be  said,  that  he  was  too  credulous  on  this 
occasion ;  that  be  was  deceived  by  the  British 
Ministry,  and  that  he  afterwards  discorered  and 
renounced  his  error.  Hear  what  he  says  in  his 
new  capacity  of  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Fos- 
ter, in  his  letter  already  referred  to,  of  the  1st  of 
October,  1811.  After  remarking  on  the  order  of 
May,  18K)6,  that  it  was  strictlv  little  more  than  a 
blockade  of  the  coast  from  the  Seine  to  Ostend^ 
be  observes,  **why  then  did  the  British  (Govern- 

*  ment  Institute  a  blockade,  which,  with  respect 
^  to  neutrals,  was  not  rig[orous  as  to  the  greater 

*  part  of  the  coast  comprised  in  it  ?  If  you  will 
'  look  to  the  state  of  things  which  then  existed 
'  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
'  you  will  find  the  answer :  a  controversy  had 
'  taken  place  between  our  €k>vernments  on  a  dif- 

*  ferent  topic,  which  was  still  depending.    The 

*  British  Government  had  interfered  with  the 
^  trade  between  France  and  her  allies  in  the  pro- 
<  doce  of  their  colonies.  The  Just  claim  of  the 
'  United  States  was  then  a  subject  of  negotiation, 

*  and  your  Government  professing  its  willingness 
^  to  make  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  it,  isstied 
'  the  order  which  allowed  the  trade,  without 

*  making  any  concession  as  to  the  principle,  re- 
'  serving  thiat  for  adjustment  by  treaty.  It  was 
'  in  this  light  that  I  viewed,  and  in  this  sense  that 

*  I  represented,  that  order  to  my  Government" 

This  gentleman  has,  in  this  case  at  least,  the 
merit  or  consistency.  His  opinion  of  the  order 
in  1809} «»  negotiator,  was  not  changed,  when^  in 
1811,  as  Secretarjr  of  State,  he  was  in  possession 
of  the  views,  the  wishes,  and  the  information  of 
the  Executive  Government.  It  is  possible,  how- 
ever, thongh  certaioly  not  very  probable,  that  be 
mav  be  mistaken  on  this  subject,  and  if  he  is,  we 
will  surely  find  the  mistake  exposed  and  corrected 
by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations.  Permit 
me,  shr,  to  read  to  you  the  part  of  their  "  report, 
or  manifesto,"  which  contains  their  opinion  oi 
the  order.  **  Tour  committee  think  it  jnst  to  re* 
*•  mark,  that  this  act  of  the  British  Government 
'  does  not  appear  to  have  been  adopted  in  the  sense 

*  in  which  it  has  been  since  construed.  On  con- 
^  siderat^on  of  all  the  circopstances  attending  the 
'  measure^  and  particularly  the  character  of  the 
^  distinguished  statesman  who  announced  it,  we 
'  are  pnersuaded  that  it  was  conceived  in  a  spirit  of 

*  conciliation,  and  intended  to  lead  to  an  accom- 
'  modation  of  ail  differences  between  the  United 
'  States  and  Great  Britain." 

Notwithstanding  this  broad  apology,  if  not  jus- 
tification, of  the  order,  the  committee  deemed  it 
a  just  cause  of  war;  and  why,  Mr.  Chairman? 
Because  **it  has  been  made  by  his  successors  a 
pretext  for  thpct  vast  system  of  usurpation,  which 
has  sb  long  oppressed  and  harassed  our  com- 
merce.*' Indeed  !  and  are  we  to  commence  and 
carrv  on  an  offensive  war,  on  account  of  the  order 
of  blockade,  not  for  its  own  demerit,  but  because 
it  was  made  a  pretext  for  another  system  ?  But 
where  do  gentlemen  learn  that  the  order  of  May, 
1806,  was  made  a  pretext  for  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil ?  Certainly  they  do  not  find  it  in  the  orders 
themselves,  nor  in  the  attempted  juttificatlou  of 
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them  by  the  British  GoTeromeDt.  Heretofore! 
had  UDderstood,  that  the  pretext  for  the  Orders  Id 
CouDcil,  were  the  Frencb  decrees,  and  tl^e  war 
on  British  commerce  commenced  by  tbosedecrees. 

But,  not  to  detain  you  longer  on  this  subject, 
let  roe  say,  that  as  it  appears  the  order  of  May, 
1806^  was  adopted  to  benefit  and  not  to  injure  our 
commerce;  as  it  was  so  understood  by  this  Got- 
ernment  at  the  time  and  up  to  the  moineat  when 
war  was  declared ;  as  it  was  reaUy  without  any 
possible  operation,  good  or  bad,  .when  war  was 
Tesolved  on,  it  follows  that  it  was  not  a  just 
cause  of  war. 

If,  however,  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  was  a 
just  cause  of  war  in  June  1812,  is  it  so  now  ?  On 
the  29ih  of  June,  Lord  Castlereagh  informed  our 
asent  in  Rogland,  what  we  indeed  already  kn^w, 
that  in  point  of  fact'  this  blockade  had  been  dis* 
continued  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  and 
that  there  was  no  intention  of  recu^rcing  to* it  wUh- 
out  a  new  notice  to  neutrals  in  the  usual  forms; 
and  we  have  the  authority  of  the  Administration 
for  saying,  that  they  are  satisfied  on  this  point. 
The  order  has  therefore  fairly  sunk  beneath  the 
horizon.  It  is  emphatically  no  longer  a  cause  of 
controversy  or  of" war. 

One  word  more  on  the  auhject  of  blockades, 
and  I  have  done  with  them.  The  President,  on 
the  6th  of  July  las^,  sent  to  this  House  a  report /of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe^  of  thje  cap- 
tures made  by  the  belligerents  during  the  presenl 
European  war,  and  of  the  edicts  bearing  upon 
neutral  commerce.  In  tba  enumeration  ofedicls, 
we  have  the  British  blockade  of  the  Caaal  of 
Corfu,  of  the  18th  of  August,  1810,  which  Ire  says 
"  in  effect  was  an  attempt  to  blockade  the  whole 
Adriatic  Sea."  An  attempt  thus  to  close  a  sea 
upon  neutrals,  was  certainly  a  novel,  and.  most 
injurious^  application  of  the  right  of  blockade. 
The  case  was  cited  to  us,  as  explanatory  of  the 
hostile  views  and  practices  of  Great  Britaip,  as 
a  practical  commentary  on  the  Executive  text, 
relative  to  British  blockades.  But  what  will  you 
savj  sir,  when  you  find  from  papers  on  your  taole, 
wnich  have  been  sent  from  the  office  of  State, 
that  the  Secretary  has  either  mistaken  or  mis- 
stated the  extent  of  this  blockade  ?  Such  in  truth 
is  the  fact.  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  his  letter  of  the  24th 
of  August,  1810,  transmuting  the  notification  of 
the  blockade,  intimates  thai  it  is  a  blockade  of 
the  Adriatic;  but  in  that  of  the  7th  of  September 
following,  he  declares  to  the  Government|  that 
.this  construction  appears  to  be  erroneous,  and 
that  ^*  the  canal  to  which  the  notification  is  now 
understood  to  apply ^  is  the  narrow  passage  to  the 
eastward  of  CortU."  This  blockade  therefore  of 
an  entire  sea,  dwindles  down  to  that  of  the  strait, 
between  the  Island. of  Corfu  and  the  Grecian 
•shore.  Reflections  will  urge  themselves  on  the 
mind,  on  a  statement  so  manifestly  tintrue ;  but 
I  pass  them  over. 

The  British  Orders  in  CounciL— After  men- 
tioning blockades,  the  President,  in  his  war  Mes- 
sage of  June  last,  brings  to  view  the  next  great 
subject  of  complaint,  the  Orders  in  Council. 
*'Not  content  with  these  occasional  expediants, 


'  for  laying  waste  our  neutral  trade,  the  Cabinet 
'  of  Great^ritatn  resorted  at  length  to  the  sweep- 
^  ing  system  of  blockades,  under  the  name  of  Or- 
'  ders  in  Council  \  which  has  been  moulded  and 

*  managed  as  might  best  suit  its  political  views, 
!  its  commercial  jealousies,  or  the  avidity  of  Brit- 
'  ish  cruisers." 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  this.as 
in  the  case  of  blockades,  make  particular  what 
was  left  general  by  the  Executive  ;  and  they  have 
so  far  at  least  the  merit  of  making  out  to  the  na- 
tion, and  to  the  world,  the  actual  causes  of  the 
war.  The  Order  in  Council  of  January,  1807, 
the  first  of  the  series,  is  mentioned  as  a  matter  of 
history ;  but  as  this  had  passed  away'^  the  com- 
mittee place  the  grievance  of  the  nation  on  the 
order  of  November,  1807.  ^'  We  proceed  to  bring 
^  into  view  the  British  Order  in  Council  of  No- 
^  verober  11,  1807^  which  superseded  every  other 
^  order,  and  consummated  ihatsystem  of  hostility 
^  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  which 
^  has  been  since  so  steadily  pursued,  aj  this 
'  order,  all  France,  and  her  allies,  and  every  coun- 
'  try  at  war  with  Cfrejat  Britain,  or  with  which 

*  she  was  not  at  war,  from  which  the  British  flag 
'  was  excluded,  and  all  the  colonies  of  her  ene- 

*  mies,  were  subjected  to  the  same  restrictions  as 
'  if  they  were  actually  blockaded,  in  the  most 
^  strict  and  rigorous  manner;  and  all  trade,  in 
I  articles  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  the  said 
'  countries  and  colonies,  and  the  vessels  engaged 
'  in  it,  were  subjected  to  capture  and  condemna- 
'  tion  as  lawful  prize."  '*  It  would  be  superfluous 
'  in  your  committee  to  state,  that  by  this  order 
'  the  British  Government  declared  direct  aad  pos- 

*  itive  war  against  the  United  States." 

This  order  is  certainly  extensive  in  its  terms 
and  operation,  and  gave  strong  grounds  of  com- 
plaint to  neutral  nations.  But  there  was  one 
objection  to  making  it  a  substantive  cause  of  war 
in  1812,  and  that  is.  that  it  really  had  not  then  a 
legal  existence.  Yes,  sir,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
we  were  called  upon  to  declare  war,  and  did  de- 
clare war,  for  a  thinii:  which  rested  only  in  his- 
tory. The  British  Order  in  Council  of  the  26ih 
of  April,  1809.  after  reciting  the  order  of  1807. 
expressly  revokes  it,  and  then  declares  "  that  all 
^  the  ports  and  places  as  far  north  as  the  river 

*  Kms,  inclusively,  under  the  Government  of 
^  France,  together  with  the  colonies,  plantations, 
^  and  settlements,  in  the  possession  oi^  those  Gov- 
'  ernments,  respectively,  and  all  ports  and  nlaces 
^  in  the  notrhern  parts  of  Italy,  to  be  reckoned 
'  from  the  ports  of  Orbitello  and  Pesaro,  inclii- 

*  sively,"  shall  continue  subject  to  the  restrictions 
of  blocxade,  "and  every  vessel  trading  from  and 
^  to  the  said  countries  or  coloniej,  plantations 
'  or  settlements,  together  with  all  goods  and  mer- 
'  chandise  on  board,  shall  be  condemned  as  prize 

*  to  the  captors." 

It  may  be  said,  and  to  a  certain  extent  it  is 
certainly  true,  that  the  orders  of  November,  1807, 
and  of  April  1809,  are  similar  in  principle  :  but 
it  cannot  be  pretended  that  they  are  equally  ob- 
noxious in  their  irffects.  It  Is  truly  stated  in  the 
report,  that  the  order  of  November,  1807,  inter- 
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dieted  tbetrade  of  neutraUto  France,  to  the  allies 
of  Fraoce^  to  coaotries  at  war  with  EDgland,  and 
to  countries  from  which  the  British  flag  was 
excluded.  The  order  of  April,  1809, applies  only 
to  the  trade  with  France,  with  Holland  as  far  as 
the  Ems,  and  with  a  small  part  of  the  north  of 
Italy.  Again,  the  order  of  November.  1807,  pro- 
hibits all  trade  in  articles  the  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  the  interdicted  countries.  Nothing  of 
this  is  found  in  the  order  of  April,  1809.  In  truth, 
the  British  order  existing  when  we  declared  war, 
though  a  great  let  and  hioderance  to  us,  did  not 
justify  the  conclusion  drawn  by  the  committee, 
that  the  British  .GoTernment  had  completely 
usurped  the  dominion  of  the  ocean,  and  forbid 
all  trade.  A  wide  spread  of  commerce  was  left 
untouched  by  British  regulations,  or  order? ;  and 
if  we  credit  the  Administration,  that  which  was 
interdicted,  was  neither  inviting  to  our  mer- 
chants, nor  desirable  for  the  country. 

Thus  standing  the  charge  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, I  will  now,  as  in  the  case  of  blockades,  ex- 
amine whether  the  Order  in  Council  of  April, 
1809,  was  a  reasonable  cause  of  war,  and  if  it 
remain  so  7 

War,  bet  ng  one  of  the  severest  calamities  that 
ever  scourg^ed  human  kind;  carrying  in  its  train 
every  vice,  and  laying  a  foundation  for  the  com- 
mission of  every  crime;  it  follows,  that  the  na- 
tion whicb  commences  it  sbould  act  but  from 
necessity.  .  If  just  to  itself,  it  should  not  only  be 
certain  that  its  opponent  is  clearly  wrong,  bat  aUo 
that  it  is  clearly  right.  Again,  the  agents  in  the 
Government  having  the  power  to  oiake  war,  are 
not  true  to  their  trust,  if,  in  addition  to  the  cause 
of  war,  they  do  not  look  to  the  consequences  and 
effects  of  it.  If  an  evil  exists,  it  ought  to  be  cer- 
tain that  war  will  be  a  remedy  for  it,  and  that 
the  i^ood  to  be  acquired  will  more  than  balance 
the  injuries  to  result  from  the  war. 

In  examining,  therefore,  this,  and  the  other 
avowed  causes  of  the  war,  whether  they  were,  or 
are  just  and  reasonable,  I  wish  to  be  distinctly 
understood  a^  settling  the  case  with  this  people 
and  nation.  If  there  is  a  wrong  done  to  them  by 
the  Orders  in  Council,  befor^,  as  their  agent,  I 
will  qonsent  to  carry  on  a  war  for  this  cau^e,  I 
must  be  satisfied  that  the  wrong  in  practice  is  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  justify  war ;  that  the  war 
is  to  afford  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  and  that  the 
remedy  is  not  worse  than  the  disease.  A  paper 
blockade  of  the  Island  of  Tristan  d'Acunha,  or 
an  Order  in  Council  probi biting  a  commercial 
intercourse  with  that  august  Sovereign,  Jona- 
than Lambert,  and  his  four  subjects,  however 
much  in  principle  it  may  interfere  with  our 
rights,  will  i^ever  gain  ,my.  consent  to  a  war 
either  with  Great  Britain  or  France. 

In  considering  this  ^ause  of  war,  we  are  i^- 
cessarily  led  to  view  the  Orders  in  Council,  in 
connexion  with  the  French  decrees.  Taken 
separately,  and  without  regard  to  the  causes 
which  led  to  them,  or  the  reasons  alleged  by 
each  nation  for  their  continuance,  the  French 
decrees  and  the  British  orders  are  undoubted 
causes  of  war.    Both  nations,  however,  sought 


for  a  justification  in  the  conduct  of  their  advef> 
sary,  and  the  submission  of  neutrals.  It  is  not, 
perhaps,  material  to  ascertain  which  was  the 
first  aggressor,  in  this  novel  system  of  warfare; 
but  if  It  was,  and  I  have  justly  explained  the 
blockading  order  of  May,  1806,  or  if  that  order 
was  fairly  understood  by  Mr.  iAonroe,  and  by 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatiens,  it  would 
seem  to  follow  that  France  took  the  first  step  in 
this  war  on  our  rights  ai>d  interests. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  this  Government  has,  by  its 
embargo  and  non-intercourse  laws,  and  the  offera 
made  to  the  belligerents  under  them,  considered 
both  so  much  in  the  wrong  as  to  refuse  to  select 
either  for  an  enemy  in  exclusion  of  the  other, 
while  the  obnoxious  acts  of  both  remained.  This, 
sir,  necessarily  leads  to  an  examination  whether 
the  French  decrees  were  revoked  when  we  were 
called  upon  to  declare  war  against  Great  Britain. 
I  speak  the  settled  and  firm  conviction  of  mj 
own  mind  when  I  say  they  were  not. 

1  have,  on  a  former  occasion,  attempt(»d  to 
show  that  the  President  was  not  authorized  to 
issue  his  proclamation  of  the  2d  of  November, 
1810,  and  that  Congress  ought  not  to  have  passed 
the  non-importation  law  of  the  2d  of  March, 
18^,  the  two  acts  which  were  the  precursors  of 
this  war,  because  the  note  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore 
of  the  5th  of  Augusi,  1810,  was  not,  and  was  not 
intended  to  be,  a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees. 
Without  meaning  to  repeat  what  was  then  urged, 
I  will  briefly  examine  the  practices  of  the  French 
cruisers,- the  decisions  of  the  French  courts^  and 
the  declaratiotis  of  the  French  Government,  in 
relation  to  the  decrees,  since  the  pretended  re- 
vocation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  being 
into  this  discussiou  the  decreea  of  Bayonne  ana 
Rambouillet,  which  more  than  volumes  speak 
the  disposition  of  the  French  ruler  towards  us; 
and  which  at  one  time  appeared  to  have  made  a 
deep  and  lasting  impression  on  the  Administra- 
tion. I  cannot  but  recollect  the  declaration  of 
Secretary  Smith,  in  his  address  to  the  people, 
that  ^'on  the  20th  of  February,  1811,  the  Freaah 
*  Government  did  officially,  and  formally,  through 
'  their  Minister,  Mr.  Serrurier,  communicitia  to 
^  this  Government  their  fixed  determination,  not 
'  to  restore  the  property  that  had  be?n  so  seized." 
And  wben  I  do  recollect  this,  and  bring  to  mind 
aUo  th^t  the  information  was  not  i^iv^ii  to  the 
National  Legislature,  before  the  passage  of  the 
non-interoourse  law,  and  has  never  yet  been  laid 
before  us  by  the  Executive,  I  dare  not  trust  my- 
self to  speak  of  it. 

Neither,  sir,  is  it  my  intention,  in  any  manner, 
to  brin^  i^to  question,  the  motives  of  the  President 
in  issuing  his  proclamation,  or  of  the  members  of 
this  and  tJie  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  who 
voted  for  the  non-intercourse  law.  I  am  willing 
to  believe  that  the  Executive,  when  he  issned  tbi 
proclamation,. and  Congress,  when  it  passed  that 
law,  which  was  in  efiect  to  validate  the  procla- 
mation, acted  under  the  impression  that  the 
French  decrees  were  revoked :  but  I  must  believe 
also  that  ii4  this  instance  they  were  deceived  by 
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tbe  arts  and  canniDg;  o(  the  Prpoch  GtoTeromeat. 
Having  been  aft  actor  in  the  seeaes  whieh  pre- 
ceded the  non-importation  law,  I  eaanot,  how* 
ever,  when  I  view  them  with  the  light  einee 
afforded  by  the  gentleman  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  Department  of  State,  acquit  the  President 
of  all  blame.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his.  add rese,  states 
some  things  which  we  all  know  to  be  true.  We 
know  that  much  doubt  existed  in  this  House  and 
nation  with  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  l|*renoh 
note,  and  the  intention  of  the  French  Gk>vcrn- 
ment:  and  we  know  also  that  the  non-importa- 
tion law  was  delayed  on  account  of  the  arrival 
of  the  new  French  Minister,  who,  it  was  confi- 
dently expected,  would  be  able  to  dispel  our 
doubts.  Sir^  the  Minister  came,  and  we  received 
■o  information.  How  this  happened  has  been 
explained  by  Mr.  Smith.  He  had  a  conference 
with  Mr.  Serrurier.  and  prepared  a  note,  in  order 
to  obtain  his  formal  answer,  among  other  things, 
10  the  question,  whether  the  decrees  had  been 
revoked,  and  what  explanation  he  was  anthorixed 
to  give  on  the  subject  Let  Mr.  Smith  inform 
you  bow  this  was  received  by  the  President. 
"But  waiting  on  the  President  with  it  (th6  note, 

*  a&d  on  the  dOth  of  February,)  and  after  having 
'  reported  to  him  verbally  the  result  of  the  #on* 
'  ferenc^,  I  was,  to  my  astonishment,  told  by  him 

*  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  send  to  Mr.  Ser« 

*  rurier  any  such  note.  His  deportment  through* 
'  out  this  interriew  evinced  a  high  degree  of  dis- 
"oaietude,  which  occasionally  betrayed  him  into 

*  mtftii  expressions." 

As  to  the  practices  of  the  >Freiich  cruisers,  we 
have  it  in  the  history  of  the  times.  From  ac* 
counts  not  contradicted,  and  which  cannot  with 
truth  be  eontradieted,  we  know  that  the  French 
armed  vessels,  public  as  well  as  private,  and  in 
every  sea,  continued  their  aggressions  on  our 
commerce,  under  the  principles  of  the  decrees, 
aotwithstanding  the  pretended  revocation.  When 
told  of  the  revocation,  their  answer  was  a  smile 
of  contempt  for  our  credulity.  But  without  re- 
sorting to  report  and  general  history,  we  hare  a 
document  from  the  State  Department  which 
estabtishea  these  depredations;  I  mean  the  report 
of  captures  laid  on  our  table  on  the  6th  of  July 
last.  In  this  we  have  given  to  us  a  list  of  forty- 
five  captures,  made  by  the  French,  since  the  2d 
of  November,  1810;  of  the  vessels  thus  taken, 
eight  are  expressly  said  to  have  been  burnt  or 
sunk  at  sea  by  a  French  squadron.  The  papers 
relative  to  the  French  burning,  went  to  the  De* 
pattment  through  this  House,  and  we  know  that, 
in  some  instances,  the  certificate  of  the  French 
commander  accompanied  the  representations, 
proving  that  be  acted  under  orders  issued  after 
the  2d  of  November. 

This  report  of  captures  I  am  sorry,  sir,  to  have 
it  to  remarki  does  not  comprehend  all  the  cases  of 
French  depredations  on  our  commerce,  after  the 
dttte  of  the  proclamatioB  of  November.  As  it 
was  mnde  up  from  communications  by  iadivido- 
ala,  this  was  in  some  measure  to  hai^e  been  ex- 
pected ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  any 
casas  l^iowii  in  the  Office  of  State  would  have 


been  omitted ;  and  yet  to  is  the  fact.  Among  the 
papers  which  accompanied  the  President's  Sfes- 
sage  of  the  last  session,  is  a  list  from  oar  agent 
in  France,  of  American  vessels  taken  by  French 
privateers  since  the  Ist  of  November,  1810.  and 
carried  Itato  the  ports  of  France.  In  it  we  nave 
with  others  the  Robinson  Ova,  the  Neptune,  the 
Two  Brothers,  and  the  Zebra,  not  one  of  which 
is  mentioned  in  the  report.  Added  to  this,  we 
know  the  protests  and  papers,  which  went  from 
this  House,  proved  that  the  French  squadron  de- 
stroyed nearly  thirty  American  vessels  instead  of 
eight,  as  represented  by  the  report. 

As  to  the  decisions  of  the  French  prize  courts : 
It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Russell,  in  his  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  8th  of  May, 
1811,  says,  "  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark, 
that  no  American  vessel,  captured  since  the  1st 
of  Norember,  bas  yet  been  released,  or  had  a 
trial."  It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  go  far- 
ther back.  In  the  Message  of  April  23d,  1812, 
relative  to  captures  of  vessels  in  the  Baltic  Sea, 
we  have  from  our  agent,  Mr.  Warden,  three  cases 
of  condemnation  by  the  Council  of  Prizes  at 
Paris,  on  the  10th  December.  1811;  the  captures 
having  been  made  in  1811.  The  ship  Julian, 
with  her  cargo,  was  declared  good  price,  because, 
among  other  reasons,  ^  that  she  was  visited  by 
several  English  war  vessels  j"  and  the  ship  Her- 
cules, because  **  that  it  was  impossible  she  waa 
not  visited  by  the  enemy's  ships  of  war,  in  ap- 
proaching the  Isle  of  Anholt."  In  all  the  deter- 
minations of  the  French  courts,  as  far  as  we  have 
any  knowledge  of  them,  the  principles  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  have  been  recognised 
and  enforced. 

As  to  the  acts  and  declarations  of  the  French 
Government :  It  has  been  more  than  once  urged, 
that  the  admission  of  some  of  our  vesseb  into 
France  was  a  proof  of  the  revocation  of  the  de- 
crees ;  and  yet,  sir,  Mr.  Russell,  in  his  letter  of 
May,  whieh  I  have  just  mentioned,  declares  that 
the  vessels  whose  entry  had  been  allowed,  had 
come  divect-  from  the  United  States,  withoai 
haviog^  done  or  submitted  to  any  known  act 
which  would  have  subjected  them  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  decrees.  How  then,  sir^  can  such 
admission  be  evidence  of  the  revoeation  ?  And 
how  does  it  happen  that  the  admission,  if  there 
was  a  revocation,  was  to  proceed  from  the  Em- 
peror? 

In  the  answer  of  the  French  EUnperor  to  the 
deputies  from  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  we  find 
him,  on  the  20th  of  Marc4i,  1811,  saying  that 
'^tfae  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  the  funda* 
'  mental  laws  of  my  Empire ;  they  cease  only  to 

*  bave  effect  as  to  those  nations  which  defend  their 

*  sovereignty  and  maintain  the  religion  of  their 
'  flag."  And  what,  I  pray  you,  air,  does  His  Ma- 
jesty meaa  by  this  religion  of  the  flag?  It  is. 
that  the  flag,  if  It  does  not  ^ive  character  to,  shall 
protect  the  property  under  it.  It  is,  that  the  pas- 
sengers on  board  the  vessel  sbalt  be  considered  as 
on  neutral  territorv,  and  not  be  subject  to  cap- 
ture. Have  we  really  consented  to  maintain  this 
religion  of  onr  flag.    And  if  we  bare  not,  is  it 
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not  eertmin '  that  the  decreed  remained  in  opeira- 
tion  against  us?'  Affain,  his  Imperial  Majpsty 
addressed  his  Couocir  of  Commerce  on  the  Slst 
March,  1811,  when  he  told  them,  and  told  ns,  that 
''  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Mtlao  are  the  fanda- 
'  mental  laws  of  my  Empire.  For  the  neutral 
'  navigation,  I  consider  the  flag  as  an  extension 
'  of  territory.  ThW  Power  which  suffers  its  flag 
'  to  be  violated,  cannot  be  considered  as  netttraK 
'  The  faie  of  American  commerce  will  soon  be 
'  decided.  I  will  favor  ir,  if  the  United  States  con- 
'  form  themselves  to  these  decrees.  In  the  con* 
'  trary  case,  their  vessels  will  be  driven  from  my 
'  Empire."  His  Majesty,  then,  had  not  come  to 
a  determination  about  oar  commerce  in  March, 
1811.  Its  fate  still  depended  on  his  good  pleasure. 
He  waa  willing  not  to  apply  the  deerees  to  us, 
in  case  we  adopted  them  onrselves,  and  joined 
him  in  the  war  he  was  waging  for  the  freedom 
of  the  seas. 

If,  sir,  any  doubt  on  this  subject  remained,  it 
most  now  be  at  an  end.  The  French  decrees, 
with  the  date  of  the  SSth  of  April.  1811,  but  ac- 
tually made  in  1812,  and  communicated  by  our 
agent  to  the  English  Government  oH  the  SOth  of 
last  May,  will  forever  settle  this  question.  By 
this  paper  the  decrees- of  Berlin  and  Milan  are 
"  definitively"  declared  as  not  existing  in  regard  to 
our  vessels.  And  why  ?  Because  tney  were  re- 
pealed in  August,  18101  Not  so,  but  because 
our  law  of  March,  1811,  was  a  formal  refusal  to 
adhere  to  a  system,  invading  the  independence  of 
neutral  Powers,  and  of  their  flag.  To  the  friends 
of  the  liberty,  the  prosperity,  and  the  reputation, 
of  the  country,  it  cannot  but'be  «  source  of  mel* 
aneholy  reflection  to  find  our  Executive  Govern- 
ment insisting  on  the  revocation  of  the  French 
decrees,  and  recommending  for  such  revocation 
a  non-intercourse  and  a  war  with  England ; 
when  in  every  act  of  the  French  (Government,  its 
courts,  and  its  fleets,  a  direct  negative  is  to  be 
found  to  such  revocation. 

When,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  declara- 
tions of  the  French  ruler,  and  the  seizure,  and 
condemnation,  and  destruction  of  our  property, 
have  been  cited  in  proof  of  the  existence  of  the 
French  decrees,  a  distinction  by  way  of  apology 
has  been  made  between  the  internal  and  external 
application  of  them ;  we  have  been  told  that  they 
existed  asainst  us  merely  as  municipal  regula- 
tions. What,  municipal  regulations  to  authorize 
and  to  justify  the  captures  aind  the  bdrnings  on 
the  Atlantic,  and  the  captures  and  the  condemna- 
tions on  the  Baltic!  We  shall  look  in  vain  for 
such  a  distinction,  as  coming  from  our  good 
friend,  Napoleon  the  Just.  He  makes  none  such. 
He  has  not  yet  descended  thus  to  trifle  on  this 
subject. 

But  what  are  the  municipal  regulations  to 
which  we  are  so  willing  to  submit  ?  They  are. 
according  to  the  Milan  decree,  that  every  veasef 
which  shall  submit  to  be  searched  by  an  English 
ship,  or  that  sails  from  or  to  an  English  port,  or 
from  or  to  their  colonies  occupied  by  their  troops; 
and,  according  to  the  Berlin  decree,  all  merefaan- 
dise  coming  aom  English  mairaiiq^tuiieaaiid'coi- 


onies,  is  lawful  prize.  These  regulations  are  to 
remain  as  long  as  England  continues  to  deny  the 
inviolability  of  the  flag;  or,  in  other  words,  shall 
deny  that  the  flag  of  a  neutral  shall  protect  the 
property  of  an  enemy. 

Do  we  wish  to  know  in  what  ooantry  these 
municipal  regulations  are  to  operate?  TheFrench 
note  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  Rus- 
sia will  give  us  some  information  on  this  head. 
The  Duke  of  Bassano,  the  French  Minieter  of/ 
Foreign  Relations,  on  the  25tb  of  April,  1818, 
addresses  a  paper  to  Count  Romanzow,  Cban- 
ceitor  of  Russia,  from  which  I  will  give  you  one 
Or  two  extracts :  <<  Count—His  Majesty  the  Em* 
peror  of  Russia,  had  acknowledged  at  Tilsit  the 
prineiple,  that  the  present  generation  should  not 
nave  looked  to  the  enjoyment  of  happiness,  but 
on  the  ffround  that  the  nations  in  the  full  enjoy* 
ment  of  their  rights,  might  gi^e  themselves  up 
freely  to  the  exercise  of  their  industry ;  that  the 
independence  of  their  flag  was  a  right  belonging 
to  them,  and  its  protection  a  reciprocal  duty  of 
the  one  towards  the  Other;  that  they  were  not 
less  bound 'to  protect  the  inviolability^  of  their 
flag,  than  that  of  their  territory  ;  that  if  a  Power 
cannot,'  without  ceasing  Co  be  neuter,  allow  its 
territory  to  be  taken  away  by  oi^e  of  the  belli|^. 
ereot  Powers,  so  neither  can  it  remain  neuter  in 
permitting  to  be  taken  from  under  the  protection 
of  its  flag,  by  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  the 
property  which  the  other  has  placed  there :  that 
all  Powers  consequently  have  the  right  of  exacts 
log,  that  nations  pretending  neutrality,  should 
cause  their  flsff  to  be  respected  in  the  same  man- 
ner .as  the^  enforce  respect  to  their  territory ;  thiit 
so  long  as  Eogjiand,  persisting  in  this  system  of 
war,  should  disavow  the  independence  of  any 
flag  upon  the  seas,  no  Power  which  is  possessed 
of  coast,  ci^n  be  neuter  with  respect  to  England.*^ 
"The  Emperor  Alexander  offered  his  m^iatioa 
to  the  Eoglish  Govern  ment,  and  engaged,  if  this 
Government  would  not  consent  to  conclude  peace 
upon  the  principle  of  acknowledging  that  the 
flags  of  all  Powers  should  enioy  an  equal  and 
perfect  independence  upon  the  seas,  to  make 
common  cause  with  France,  to  summon  in  con« 
cert  with  her  the  three  Conrts  of  Copenhagen^ 
Stockholm, and  Lisbon,  to  close  iheirjports  against 
the  English,  to  declare  war  against  England,  and 
to  insist  upon  the  adoption  of  the  same  measaroa 
by  the  various  Powers.'^  '*  Sweden  had  refused 
to  shut  her  ports  against  England ;  and  Russia, 
in  conformity  to  the  stipulations  of  Tilsit,  had 
declared  war  against  her.''  The  great  complaint 
against  Russia,  and  the  prinoipal  oause  of  the 
present  war,  as  collected  uom  this  paper,  is  the 

EMrmission  to  bring  into  Rosein  the  produce  of 
nglish  colonies  under  foreign  or  neutral  flags. 
These  municipal  decrees,  so  oalM  by  our  Ad- 
ministration, therefore,  are,  or  are  to  be,  as  exten- 
sive as  the  Continent.'  All  nnttons  are  to  proteec 
the  relqfiott  of  their  flags.  Any  nation  refusing 
or  omitting  to  do  this,  loses  its  neutral  charac- 
ter, and  war  is  to  be  made  upon  it.  Ace  theat 
indeed  mere  municipal  regulations  ?  Have  wo 
ad  iatereate  in  riiesoqaeatioaa^  Mrrifhtatoelaiaft 
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or  protect?  The  eveiiis  of  the  last  twenty  yean 
have  lH;en  such  as,  if  not  to  stapify,  to  astonish 
and  paralyze  the  haiDaa  mind«  We  lose  the 
enormil]^  of  the  conduct  of  the  ^reat  despot  of 
Burope  in  the  splendor  of  his  achievements,  and 
success  of  his  enterprises.  How  else  are  we  to 
account  for  ihe  indifference  wick  which  we  hear 
of  his  depredations  on  our  property,  and  his  vio- 
lations of  our  riffhts?  How  else  does  it  happen, 
that  we  so  carelessly  receive,  or  make  apologies 
for,  his  outrages  on  our  people  and  nation  7 

To  sum  up  all  in  a  few  words.  The  Presi- 
dent was  mistaken  when  he  issued  his  (atal  proc* 
lamatioo.  and  we  were  equally  mistaken  when 
we  passed  the  non-intercourse  law.  The  French 
decrees  were  not  revoked.  And  we  were  called 
upon,  by  no  duty  to  France  or  ourselves,  to  de- 
clare war  against  Great  Britain,  on  account  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.  In  this  point  of  view,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  have  reference  to  the  diplo- 
matic warfare  of  last  year  between  our  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  and  the  British  Minister,  then  in 
this  country  ;  nor  to  inquire  what  kind  of  revo- 
aation  was  demanded  by  England.  To  all  in- 
quiries of  this  kind,  the  obvious  answer  is,  that 
there  was  no  revocation  of  any  kind  by  France. 

But  it  seems  to  some  gentlemen  that  all  this 
investigation,  and  indeed  any  inveatigatioa,  on 
the  subject,  is  useless.  The  honor  and  interest 
of  the  country  called  for  this  war.  Sir,  a  well 
ffgulated  sense  of  honor  is  a  proud  trait  in  the 
character  of  a  nation,  as  well  as  in  that  of  an  in- 
dividual; but  let  us  not  take  tinsel  for  gold. 
Much  has  been  said  about  submission,  and  the 
disgrace,  individual  and  national,  attending  it. 
Is  it  not  said,  and  is  .there  not  some  foundation 
for  the  remark,  that  war  with  Great  Britain,  in 
the  stat^  of  our  relations  with  France,  was  sub- 
mission to  the  arts,  or  at  least  the  duplicity,  of 
Bonaparte  ?  If  to  maintain  the  chastity  of  our 
character  was  indeed  our  only  object,  we  ought 
to  have  had  all  doubts  removed  as  to  the  acts  and 
intentions  of  the  French  Emperor. 

Was  the  pretended  revocation  by  Prance  an 
act  of  justice  to  us,  or  at  all  caleulated  for  our 
benefit;  or  was  it  not  a  mere  lure  to  lead  us  on 
to  a  war  with  England  ?  The  depredations  on 
the  high  seas  w,ere  continued  to  the  extent  of 
French  power,  and  oar  commercial  intercourse 
with  France  was  fettered  with  new  duties  and 
oppressive  regulations.  In  the  letter  of  instiuc 
tions  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe, 
of  the26ihof  July,  18U,  to  our  present  Minister 
in  France,  this  subject  is  presented  in  a  fair  point 
of  view.  After  remarking  that  it  had  been  ez- 
neoted  that  our  trade  with  France  would  hav^ 
been  placed  on,  a  lair  footing,  he  says,  it  appears 
from  documents  in  his  office,  "that  our  com- 
merce has  beeoisuktjected  to.  the  greatest  discour- 
agement, or  rather,  to  the  most  oppressive  re- 
straints." ''  In  short,  that  the  ordinary  usages  of 
eommef«e  betweea  friendly  nations  were  aban- 
doned." ^^  If  the  ports,  of  France  and  her  allies 
are  not  opened^  to  the  commerce  of.  the  United 
States  on  a  liberal  soale,  and  on  fair  conditions, 
of  what  avail  to.  thorn,  it  may  be  asked,  will  be 


the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coaa- 
cil  ?"  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to. these  obser- 
vations; they  are  slrouff  in  character,  and  not 
more  strong  than  just.  Would  to  heav^  I  could 
see  a  correspondent  spirit  in  the  scraps'^  and  mor- 
sels which  have  been  cast  upon  us,  of  ttie  mea- 
gre communications  of  the  man  who  was  thus 
instructed.  Nearly  eighteen  months  have  now 
passed  since  this  man,^  who  "  had  the  most  flat- 
tering things  said  to  him  from  the  Emperor  rela- 
tive to  his  appointment,"  reached  France,  and 
yet  to  this  day  we  are  ignorant  of  the  great  value 
of  his  labors.  But  if  what  he  has  done  remains 
unknown,  What  he  has  not  done  is  not  so.  The 
discouragements  and  restraints  on  our  commerce 
remain  as  he  found  them. 

If  the  British  Orders  in  Council  were  a  cause 
for  declaring  war,  are  they  a  cause  at  this  time 
for  continuing  it?  Sir,  the  Orders  were  revoked 
about  the  time  we  made  the  war,  and  though 
much  has  been  «aid  abont  conditions  annexed  to 
the  repeal,  rendering  it  unacceptable  to  this  conn- 
try,  yet  the  Administration  understand  it  difler- 
entiy.  The  President,  in  his  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session,  admits  that  the  repeal 
was  "susceptible  of  explanations  meeting  Che 
views  of  this  Government."  This  cause  or  war 
has  therefore  vanished. 

Impressment  of  Seamen. — The  injurv  done  to 
our  seamen  under  the  British  practice  of  impress- 
ment, was  also  made  a  cause  of  the  war,  nnd  to 
the  eye,  at  least,  it  is  the  only  one  which  now 
remams. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  discussion  of  this  subject  is 
attended  with  adventitious  difficulties,  growing 
out  of  the  times  and  ihe  state  of  the  country. 
The  public  mind,  in  some  sections  of  the  Union, 
is  in  such  a  feverish  state  on  this  account,  from 
tales  oft  told  of  bondage,  worse  than  negro  sla- 
very, and  of  condemnation  without  trial,  that  the 
person  who  is  willing  to  "hear  the  other  party," 
IS  at  once  branded  with  foreign  partialitiea,  and 
threatened  with  the  trial  bjr  mob.  Besides,  sir, 
it  is  intimated  that  a  negotiation  is  to  be  had,  or 
may  possibly  be  attempted,  which  may  be  affected 
by  an  open  discussion  of  the  topic.  In  point  of 
duty,  I  ieel  myself  called  upon  to  take  some  no- 
tice of  the  subject,  but  my  view  of  it  will  be  Jess 
perfect  than  in  a  differeht  situation  I  should  think 
desirable. 

The  President,  in  the  war  Message,  thus  intro- 
duces the  subject ;  **  British  cruisers  have  been  in 

*  the  continued  practice  of  violating  the  Ameri- 
^can  flag  on  the  great  highway  of  nations,  and 
^  of  seizing  and  carrying  off  persons  sailing  under 
'it;  not  in  the  exercise  of  a  belligerent  right, 

*  founded  on  the  law  of.  nations,  against  an  ene- 
'  my^  but  of  a  municipal  prerogative  over  British 
'subjecta."  .  As  this  does  not  present  the  case  in 
its  true  light,  I  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  fairly 
bringing  to  view  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  two 
nations,  give  you  an  extract  from  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Madison  to  Mr,  Monroe|  of  the  5th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1804,  containing  instructions  far  a  treaty  with 
Great  Britain.  ^^With  this  exception,  (persons 
^  in  the  miiuary  service  of  aa  enemy)  weoonaider 
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^a  neutral  fing  oo  tbe  high  seas,  as  a  safegaard  to 
'those  sailing  under  it.  Great  BritaiOj  on  the 
*  contrary,  asserts  a  right  to  search  for  and  seize 
*her  own  subjects;  and  under  that  cover,  as  cao- 
'not  but  bap()en,  are  often  seized  and  taken  off, 
^citizens  01  the  Uoited  States,  and  citizens  or 
'subjects  of  other  neutral  countries,  navis'ating 
'the  high  seas,  under  the  protection  of  the  Amer- 
'icanflag.'* 

The  claim,  then,  on  the  part  of  tbe  British  is, 
that  in  time  of  war  they  ha?e  a  right  to  enter 
neutral  merchant  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  to 
search  for  and  seize  their  subjects,  being  seamen. 
On  our  part  it  is,  that  on  tbe  high  seas  the  fiag 
shall  cover  and  protect  all  sailing  under  it,  whe- 
ther British  subject^tor  American  citizens.  These 
are  distinctly  the  claims  of  righton  the  part  of  the 
two  nations,  and  I  shall  so  consider  them,  with- 
outregard  to  practice  apart  from  right. 

One  or  two  remarks,  sir,  before  I  enter  upon 
the  subject.  ^  Tbe  first  is,  that  I  do  not  mean  to 
moot  the  point,  relative  to  the  rights  of  our  nat- 
uralized citizen**,  or  the  extent  of  our  duties  to- 
wards tbeoa.  But  this  I  will  say,  that  I  am  will- 
ing to  give  them  all  the  protection  which  the  sit- 
uation of  the  country  and  its  true  interests  will 
justify.  I  know  that  the  unruly  passions  and  the 
meddling  dispositions,  of  some  foreigners,  have 
raised  prejudices  in  the  minds  of  many  persons 
against  all  foreigners.  But  I  know,  also,  and  I 
speak  without  reference  to  political  opinions  or 
prejudices,  that  among  our  naturalized  citizens 
are  to  be  found  men«  and  many  men,  too,  of  great 
worth  and  respectability,  and  who  are  extensive- 
ly useful  to  the  country.  These  men  have  my 
good  will,  and  it  is  certainly  my  wish,  that  they 
should  be  fostered  and  protected,  as  far  as  it  can 
be  dune,  without  putting  at  hazard  the  great  in- 
terests and  the  permanent  welfaredf  the  country. 
But,  sir,  to  this  class  of  our  citizens,  the  claim 
that  they  are  to  be  protected  on  the  high  seas  by 
our  flag,  is  really  of  little  importance.  Our  claim 
never  was,  and  I  am  sure  never  will  be, that  they 
are  to  be  protected,  if  they  put  themselves  within 
tbe  power  of  their  former  Sovereign,  by  going 
to  his  ports,  or  placing  themselves  on  his  territo- 
ries. And  \ei  such  is  tbe  state  of  the  commerce 
of  the  world,  that  it  can  scarcely  happen  in  a 
mercantile  voyage,  in  this  or  the  other  hemis- 
phere, that  the  vessel  will  not  at  some  time  be  in 
a  British  port,  and  the  crew  on  British  ground; 
our  right  of  flag  will  not  then  save  our  adopted 
citizens  from  impressment.  For  the  slight  bene- 
fit therefore,  to  our  naturalized  citizens,  which 
can  arise  under  our  claim,  if  established,  I  am 
sore  the  well  meaning  and  reasonable  part  of 
them  will  not  ask  the  country  to  continue  the 
war  on  their  account. 

Another  remark  which  I  wish  to  makp  is,  that 
I  am  most  decidedly  the  friend,  nay,  sir,  if  you 
please,  the  partisan,  of  the  seamen  of  the  coun- 
try. I  have  no  doubt  that  this  nation  is  destined 
to  be  a  great  maritime  power;  and  that;  in  times 
not  very  far  distant,  we  are  to  owe  our  prosperity, 
as  a  commercial  people,  and  possibly^  under  Pro- 
vidence, our  security,  to  our  seamen.  1  am  there* 


fore  a  friend  to  ^'seamen's  rights,"  properly  under- 
stood and  fairly  enforced;  but  this  shall  not  blind 
me  to  the  rights  of  others.  Besides,  in  a  war  to 
be  carried  on  for  seamen  alone,  and  that,  too,  on 
the  abstract  question  of  the  right  of  flao^,  I  can 
see  great  danger  to  the  seamen  in  their  just  claims 
to  protection ;  and  I  must  beg  their  # iends,  in 
and  out  of  this  House,  to  reflect  before  they  act. 
As  surely  as  the  war  is  continued  on  this  ground 
alone,  so  surely  will  seamen  become  unpopular, 
and  their  rights  be  neglected.  When  (ne  evils 
of  the  war  press  upon  the  country,  and  press  they 
will;  when  the  many  lives  sacrificed,  and  the 
countless  millions  expended,  shall  be  brought  to 
view,  is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  seamen 
and  their  claims  will  be  remembered,  only  as  the 
causes  of  the  scenes  of  expense  and  blood  through 
which  we  are  to  pass?  It  is  not  dealing  fairly 
with  our  seamen,  to  make  them  the  scape-goats 
of  this  war. 

The  British  then  claim  the  right,  in  time  of 
war,  to  take  their  seamen  out  of  neutral  iberchant 
vessels  on  the  high  seas. 

h  thiit  claim  a  novel  one?  That  tbe  claim  is 
novel,  is  certainly  intimated  by  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  when  they  say  that  the  im* 
pressroent  of  which  we  complain,  fs'^a  practice 
which  has  been  unceasingly  maintained  b/  Great 
Britain  in  the  wars  to  which  she  has  been  a 
party  since  our  Revolution."  Indeed  it  has  been 
most  roundly  asserted,  and  by  many  it  is  believed, 
that  the  British  claim  was  made  for  the  first  tim6 
after  our  war;  that  it  originated  in  views  hostile 
t6  our  commerce  and  maritime  rights;  and  that 
in  practice  It  is  only  brought  to  bear  upon  u».  In 
truth,  however,  whatever  may  be  the  justice  of 
the  claim,  it  Is  not  a  recent  one.  It  has,  in  a  great- 
er or  less  degree,  been  practised  on  in  all  the  wars 
in  which  England  has  been  engaged  for  the  two 
last  centuries. 

The  instructions  toarmed  ships  are  not  frequent- 
ly made  public ;  but  it  so  happens,  that  we  have 
in  print  an  instruction  on  this  very  point,  given 
in  1646,  by  tbe  Earl  of  Northumberland,  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  England,  to  Sir  John  Penning- 
ton, which  goes  beyond  the  present  claim.  ^'As 
'you  meer  with  any  men  of  war,  merchants,  or 
'  other  ships,  belonging  to  any  foreign  Prince  or 
'  State  in  any  road  where  you,  or  any  of  His  Ma- 
'  jesty^s  fleet,  may  happen  to  come,  you  are  to  send 
'  to  see  whether  there  be  any  of  His  Majesty's 
'  subjects  on  board ;  and  if  any  seamen,  gunners, 
'  pilots,  or  marines,  (whether  English,  Scotch,  or 
'  Irish.)  be  found  on  board,  you  are  to  cause  such 
'  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  to  be  taken  forth,  and 
'  so  disposed  of  as  they  shall  be  forthcoming,  to  an- 
*  swer  their  contempt  of  His  Majesty's  proclama- 
« lion  in  that  kind."  These  Instructions  were  mod- 
ified in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second^  so  as  to  ex- 
clude public  armed  vessels,  and  with  this  naodifica* 
tion  they  have  come  down  to  the  present  times.  If 
it  were  at  all  necessary  to  the  purposes  of  my  ar- 
gument, I  might  show  that  this  right  has  bet- n  ex- 
ercised both  towards  France  and  HollHnd,  long 
before  we  had  existence  as  a  nation.  Their  ves- 
sels have  b^en  aearehed,  and  British  seamen  ta* 
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keo  from  them.  Bat  enouffh  has  been  said  to 
prove  that  that  the  claim,  if  unjust,  is  not  novel. 

1$  the  claim  peculiar  to  the  British  7  I  am  jus- 
tified io  saying,  that  this  claim,  in  time  of  war, 
to  search  for  and  seize  seamen  in  neutral  merchant 
vessels,  on  the  hi^h  seas,  has  been  made  and  ex- 
ercised by  every  maritime  nation  in  Europe.  To 
be  more  particular-**I  assert,  and  stand  ready  to 
prove,  that  it  has  been  made  and  enforced  bv 
France  as  well  as  England,  and  is  so  now.  It 
would,  be  a  waste  of  time  to  go  very  much  at 
large  into  the  French  usages  on  this  Subject.  I 
propose  to  do  little  more  than  to  refer  to  one  or 
two  French  ordinances,  and  then  show  from  our 
State  papers  their  practical  application  to  us. 

By  the  French  laws,  and  they  are  ancient  laws, 
the  seamen  of  the  country  are  all  classed,  and  en- 
rolled^ and  licensed.  In  1784,  an  edict  was  made 
which  is  still  in  force,  declaring,  that  anv  classed 
seaman,  who  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  found 
serving  io  foreign  ships,  shall  be  sentenced  to  fif- 
teen days'  confinement,  and  reduced  to  the  lowest 
wages,  and  serve  two  years  extraordinary  at  the 
lowest  rate;  but  those  who,  in  time  of  war,  shall 
be  arrested  in  foreign  ships,  or  passing  into  for- 
eign countries,  shall  be  sentenced  to  three  years 
service  in  the  galley*  Under  the  authority  of 
this,  and  similar  ordinances,  the  French  hare  ta- 
ken their  seamen  out  of  our  vessels,  and  in  some 
instances  our  seamen  with  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  first  proof  relative  to  the 
French  practice  which  I  shall  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee, IS  the  impressment  document  of  January 
last,  known  to  the  American  people  as  the  6,057 
document.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Monroe, 
at  the  close  of  the  introductory  report,  says,  '*it 
'.is  equally  impossible,  from  the  want  of  precise 

*  returns,  to  roaxe  an  accurate  report  of  the  names 

*  or  number  of  citizeru  of  the  United  StateSj  v)ho 
^  have  been  compelled  to  enter  into  the  French  $er* 
\  vice^  or  are  held  in  captivity  under  the  ceuthoriiy 
'  of  that  Government^  whether  taken  from  vessels 
'  captured  on  the  high  seas,  or  seized  in  rivers,  ports, 
'  or  harbors;  the  names  of  a  few  only,  {[reatly  be- 
'  low  the  number  believed  to  be  so  detamed,  being 
'  within  the  knowledge  of  this  Department.  A 
<  detail  therefore  is  not  attempted,  with  respect  to 
'  this  part  of  the  call  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
'  tives.^'  Yes,  sir,  it  is  known  to  the  Administra*! 
tion,  that  some  of  our  citizens  have  been  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  French 
Emperor,  while  others  are  held  in  captivity  by 
bim.  Ask,  however,  for  their  names,  and  you 
have  for  answer,  that  all  the  persons  detained  are 
not  known  to  the  Government,  and  therefore  jt 
cannot  be  material  that  you  should  have  the  names 
of  any.  Say  to  ^ntfemen,  here  is  a  case  of 
American  rights  violated,  and  you  will  be  told, 
that  the  injury,  in  practice,  is  not  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  justify  strong  measures  against  the 
French  Gkivernment.  Be  it  so.  But  attempt  to 
prove  to  the  same  gentlemen,  that  the  practical 
operation  of  British  blockades  and  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, is  not  such  as  to  require  war,  you  will  then 
bear,  that  it  is  necessary  to  fight  aoout  the  prin- 
ciple. 


I  have  one  other  paper  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee, on  this  subject.  For  some  years  back, 
the  information  about  French  impressmenUs  has 
been  general  and  vague,  or  altogether  withheld. 
Formerly  this  was  otherwise.  In  a  report  re- 
specting the  impressment  of  seamen  in  1797,  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  this  House,  on  the 
27th  of  February,  1798,  we  have  the  oames  of 
upwards  of  twenty  American  citizens^  taken  out 
of  American  vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  by  French 
privateers*  We  have  more,  sir.  This  same  re- 
port states^  that  two  French  seamen  named  Lewis 
bad  been  impressed  from  on  board  the  American 
ship  Bryseis,  by  a  French  Commodore's  ship; 
that  Francis  Gibbons,  a  native  of  France,  but 
married  and  resident  at  New  London,  in  Connec- 
ticut, was  impressed  from  the  American  ship  Ed- 
ward, at  Kochefort,  by  authority  of  the  French 
Republic,  and  put  on  bpard  a  French  ship  of  war; 
and  that  Henry  Doughty,  an  American,  waa  im- 
pressed at  sea,  from  the  American  brig  Elsa,  by 
the  French  frigates  Lapancy  and  Thetis.  I  could 
instance  other  cases,  but  these  are  sufficient  to 
show,  that  neither  the  claim  nor  the  exercise  of 
it  is  peculiar  to  the  British. 

It  ts  a  claim  altogether  unsupported  bv  reaaon. 
As  I  understand  the  nations  who  contend  for  this 
right  to  seize  their  seamen,  it  is  founded  on  the 
principle  of  national  law,  which  gives  to  every 
Government  a  right  to  the  service  of  its  subjects 
in  time  of  war.  I  meddle  nut,  sir,  with  the  ques- 
tion, who  is  or  who^  is  not  a  subject  \  but  as  long 
as  a  person  is  a  dubject^  and  owes  allegiance,  and 
may  demand  protection,  so  long  has  the  eomma- 
nity  a  claim  on  him,  when  the  counuy  ia  in  dis- 
tress or  danger.  .And  this,  not  by  any  municipal 
regulation,  properly  so  called,  but  by  general  law. 
It  IS  a  right  necessarily  growing  out  of  a  sute  of 
society. 

If  -tnis  19  a  right,  then  there  must  be  a  remedy 
also.  To  allow  that  a  Sovereign  has  a  claim  to 
tbenervices  of  his  subject,  is  necessarily  to  admit, 
that  he  has  power,  in  some  way  to  enforce  such 
claim.  As  to  sailors,  the  riffht  is  a  dead  letter, 
unless  search  and  seizure  on  ooard  neutral  mer- 
chantmea  isallowed.  In  every  war,  if  the  principle 
is  established,  that  the  flag  shall  protect  au  aailiog 
under  it,  seamen  would  be  drawn  from  the  coon- 
try  and  Its  service  into  neutral  employ.  High 
wages,  with  security  against  the  hazards  aad  dan- 
gers or  war,  would  overbalance  ooiuiderationa  ot 
feneral  duty.  Let  it  be  known  to  the  seamen  of 
logland  or  of  France,  that  they  may  safely  sail 
under  the  American  flag  diiring  the  existing  war, 
and  my  word  for  it,  they  will  come  to  you,  to  the 
extent  of  your  abilitjr  to  employ  them. 

In  the  case  of  a  national  ship,  the  seaman  enters 
under  the  Grovemmeot ;  and  it  is  therefore  fair 
to  presume^  and  on^ht  to  be  presumed,  that  there 
ii  no  violation  of  right,  or  breach  of  duty.  If  a 
seaman  of  abellig^erent,  or  a  deserter,  it  employed, 
the  comity  of  nations,  and  the  respect  due  to  Gov- 
ernments, .make  a  request  for  a  discharge  or  de- 
livery necessary.  But  in  this  case,  if  the  demand 
is  refused,  a  national  right  is  violated,  and  it  be- 
comes a  legitimate  cause  of  war.    Not  ao  with  a 
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merchant  resseL  Tke  SoTcreign  is  not  eooeerned 
with  the  crew  or  the  yovaige.  No  duty  exists  oot 
to  employ^  foreigners.  If  the  commaDder  refases 
to  surrender  any  one  of  his  crew,  althouffh  he  is 
the  subject  of  the  demandiDg  nation,, and  even  a 
deserter,  the  Qovernment  is  not  concerned.  The 
refusal  is  no  cause  of  war.  Seizure  is  therefore 
the  only  remedv.  It  is,  sir,  unnecessary  to  view 
the  subject  in  all  its  bearings ;  what  has  been  said 
was  intended  merely  to  show  that  there  are  some 
grounds  for  the  claim. 

Is  it  oqr  real  interest  to  oppose  this  claim? — in, 
other  words,  would  it  be  a  substantial  and  perma- 
nent benefit  to  this  country,  to  establish  the  prin-, 
ciple,  that  the  flag  should  in  all  cases  cover  and 
protect  the  person  ?  To  question  this,  may-«eem 
strange  to  centlemen ;  and  yet,  sir,  after  much 
reflection,  I  hare  almost  brought  myself  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  would  neither  comport  with  the  inter- 
est of  our  own  seamen,  nor  with  that  of  the  nation, 
to  hare  the  right  of  flaff,  as  we  are  tnade  to  con- 
tend for  it,  inserted  in  tne  law  of  nations. 

The  recent  French  doctrine,  that  the  flag  shall 
cover  the  property,  to  whomsoever  it  may  belong, 
like  this,  that  the  flag  shall  protect  the  person, 
had  at  one  time  many  advocates  in  this  country, 
and  there  are  not  wanting  some,  even  at  this  day, 
who  think  it  altogether  favorable  to  us.  Yet,  sir, 
our  experience  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  praett- 
cal  man,  that  it  is  our  interest  to  adhere  to  the 
old  rule  on  this  subject.  In  peace  it  has  been  the 
horn  of  plenty,  which  has  poiired  riches  into  the 
country.  When  the  French  colonists  could  no  long- 
er cover  their  property  by  neutral  flags,  they  were 
driven  in  consequence  to  sell  to  our  merchants. 
All  the  profits  on  the  European  sale,  and  it  was 
certainly  great,  became  burs,  and  the  ship-owders 
had  the  advantages  of  a  double  freight,  as  the 
merchant  was  enabled  to  fill  the  vessel  in,  as  well 
as  out.  If  the  colonists  could  have  sent  their  pro- 
perty home  without  danger  of  capture,  they  would 
have  done  it.  The  profit  to  the  mercbimt  would 
have  been  lost,  and  the  ship-owner  would  have 
had  an  outward  freisht  only. 

In  war, sir,  we  find  the  old  doctrine  equally  ne- 
cessary to  us.  If  Great  Britain  is  vulnerable  to 
us,  it  is  essentially  in  her  commerce  with  her  colo- 
nies and  allies  in  this  hemisphere,  which  passing 
by  our  door,  is  thrown  in  our  way.  But  if  the 
flag  is  to  give  a  character  to  the  property,  all  she 
has  to  do,  is  to  borrow  a  Spanish  or  Portuguese 
Tessel,  and  her  commerce  ia  plated  beyond  our 
grasp  or  power.  We  are  too  apt  to  form  general 
condusions  from  individual  cases,  and  to  suEer 
our  judgment  to  be  misled  by  fine  speculations, 
which  favor  our  wishes.  This  religion  of  the 
flag^  has  many  charms  for  those  who  will  not 
suffer  themselves  to  think  oif  consequences ;  when, 
however,  it  is  viewed  with  the  lights  of  experi- 
ence, the  charm  vanishes.  We  then  see  the  ad- 
vantage and  necessity  of  old  rules,  and  are  willing 
to  be  reffulated  by  them.  I  have  said,  sir,  the 
right  of  flag  does  not  appear  calculated  to  promote 
the  real  interests  of  our  own  seamen.  The  in- 
terest of  the  sailor  is  to  have  good  wages,  and  con- 
stant employment;  and  he  is  sure  with  ua  to  have 


both  the  one  and  the  other,  if  foreign  seamen  dq 
not  interfere  with  him.  If  foreigners  are  admit- 
ted to  be  covered  and  protected  by  our  flag,  it 
most  follow,  from  the  low  wages  in  Qreat  Brit- 
ain, and  the  liability  to  impressment,  that  English 
sailors  will  come  in  shoals  to  this  country.  They 
will  by  this  competition  lessen  the  wages  of  our 
native  sailors,  if  they  do  not  absolutely  drive  them 
from  the  ocean,  for  want  of  employmenL 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  may  seem  absOrd  to  say,  that 
the  security  of  the  great  body  of  our  seamen  hat 
been  found  in  the  British  practice  of  impresa- 
meot,  with  all  its- evils;  and  yet  there  is  some 
foundation  for  such  an  opinion.  Our  own  tegui- 
lations  place  all  seamen,  native  and  foreign,  oa 
the  same  footing,  and  allow  them  equal  privi- 
leges. Is  it  not  then  fair  to  infer,  that,  out  for  the 
danger  of  being  impressed  by  their  own  nation, 
we  should  have  been  overran  by  British  sailors, 
to  the  great  injury  of  our  own  sailors  ?  In  truthi 
sir,  in  principle,  the  operation  of  the  British  (^aim 
is  favorable  to  American  seamen.    All  they  re- 

?[aire  is,  a  regulation  of  the  practice,  se  as  to 
urnish  them  with  a  reasonable  security  against 
impressment. 

In  a  national  point  of  view,  the  right  claimed 
by  the  European  maritime  nations,  appears  all* 
important  to' this  country;  and  I  venture  to  pre- 
dict that  those  who  witness  the  close  of  the  next 
half  century,  will  see  us  practising  on  this  verf 
claim,  and,  if  necessary,  nghting  for  it.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  sir,  that  we  are  to  be  a  great  mar* 
itime  Power,  as  we  are  already  a  great  commer- 
cial nation.  Indeed,  to  continue  the  latter,  we 
must  become  the  former.  Our  future  wars  will 
be  maritime  wars.  The  business  of  the  Canadaa 
and  the  Floridas,  according  to  the  common  course 
of  events,  will  settle  itself,  and  if  we  meet  a  foe, 
it  must  be  on  the  ocean. 

To  carry  on  a  maritime  war,  we  must  have  ships; 
but  shiprs  without  seamen  to  navigate  and  fight 
them,  will  be  useless.  It  will,  therefore,  be  absc^ 
luiely  necessary  to  settle  on  some  principle  which 
will  give  us  as  much  command  over  our  seamen, 
on  their  el^ement,  es  we  have  over  our  landsmen 
on  shore.  Without  meaning  to  intimate  that  we 
will  or  ought  to  resort  to  the  European  pcactiee 
of  impressment;  yet,  when  we  seriously  determine 
on  having  a  navy,  we  shall  find  it  neceesary  to 
look  to  some  regulation  which  will  bring  our  sail- 
ors within  the  country,  in  every  war,  so  as  to  make 
it  their  interest  to  go  into  our  eervice.  We  shall 
have  no  means  to  prevent  their  accepting  the 
bribes  of  neutrals,  high  wages,  and  safe  employ- 
ment, but  by  seizing  them,  when  found  sailing 
under  neutral  flags,  after  they  shall  he  recalled. 

If,  sir,  there  is  anything  in  this  course  of  refleo- 
tion,  (and  1  do  think  there  is,)  then,  so  far  froogi 
being  bound  in  duty  to  the  nation  or  to  our  sea- 
men, to  continue  the  war  with  Great  Britain  on 
the  abstract  question  of  rights  we  are  ourselves 
interested  in  preserving  the  very  right  claimed  by 
that  nation.  What  we  have  to  contend  for,  is, 
in  reality^  that  the  practice  by  the  British,  and  all 
other  nations,  should  be  so  regulated  as  to  aflbrd 
(O  our  eeamea  a  reasonable  degree  of  security; 
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for,  as  (o  perfect  ao^l  absolute  security,  their  hab- 
its, and  the  nature  and  scene  of  their  employment, 
render  that  impossible.  Their  sprvice  will  of 
course  bring  them,  and  that  frequently^  within  the 
British  territories,  where  our  doctrine  of  the  reli- 
g^ion  of  the  flag  will  not  protect  them.  In  point 
of  fact,  a  considerable  number  o^"  the  impress- 
ments reported  to  us  took  place  on  British  ground, 
and  not  on  the  high  seas. 

If  this  right,  or  claim  6f  right,  however,  is  made 
a  mere  pretext  by  any  nation  to  seize  and  detain 
our  seamen.  I  am  wifjiog  to  allow  that.it  would 
be  a  cause  of  war.  But,  even  in  this  case,  war 
ought  not  to  be  waged  until  we  have  done  our 
duty  to  our  seamen  and  the  offending  nation, 
bt  making  suitable  regulations  to  prevent  the  em- 
ployment of  the  seamen  of  such  nation.  Have 
we  done  this,  as  respects  Great  Britain?  Per- 
haps some  such  regulation  is  to  be  found  in  the 
law  which  defines  what  vessel  is  an  American 
Tessel,  and  which,  as  such,  is  entitled  to  hoist  our 
flag.  Look  at  it,  sir.  According  to  the  act  of 
December,  1793,  an  American  ship  is  one  wholly 
owned  by  an  American  citizen,  and  conimanded 
by  a  person  also  a  citizen.  The  crew  may  be  all 
foreigners — all  Englishmen,  if  you  please — ail 
English  deserters.  '  In  this,  therefore,  we  find  no 
security  to  the  British  Government. 

But,  we  have  also  the  law  of  May,  1790,  which 
provides,  that  the  collectors  may  register  seamen 
calling  themselves  American,  and  grant  certifi- 
cates of  citizenship.  Out  of  this  law,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, has  grown  the  practice  of  granting  pro- 
tections, as  tney  are  called — papers  procured  from 
notaries  and  magistrates,  ofttimes  on  the  most 
barefaced  perjuries,  and  always  considered  as  a 
species  of  negotiable  property  for  value  received, 
oir,  these  protections,  in  their  abuse,  are  a  scan- 
dal to  the  nation.  It  has  made  false  swearing  an 
employment,  and  the  granting  of  false  papers  a 
baamess.  The  price  of  such  a  paper  is  as  well 
known  in  the  great  seaport  towns  as  is  that  of  your 
stocks.  All  ages  and  complexions  and  tongues 
may  have  this  badge  of  citizenship,  bv  paying 
the  charges  in  such  oases  provided.  If  this,  how- 
ererj  was  not  so;  if  protections  w€re  only  granted 
to  r^al  Americans;  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  this 
is  to  prevent  the  employment  of  British  sailors. 
It  is  not  necessary  that  the  persons  iiavigating  an 
American  vesa^l  should  have  them. ' 

This  act  of  ours  was  presented  to  the  British 
Government,  by  Mr  King,  in  January,  1797,  and 
Lord  Grenville,  on  the  27th  of  March  fallowing, 
in  a  manner  highly  conciliatory,  and  certainly 
with  much  force,  stated  specific  objections  to  the 
law.  The  Executive,  when,,  in  July  last,  he 
answered  the  call  of  the  Senate,  for  papers  rela- 
tive to  impressmentSj  omitted  this  letter  of  Lord 
Grenville,  but  he  gives  a  letter  from  the  then 
Secretary  of  State,  to  our  Minister  at  the  British 
Court,  of  the  third  of  October,  1797,  in  which  the 
force  of  the  objections  seems  to  be  admitted. 
''Lord  Grenville's  observations  on  the  act  of 
'  Congress  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ameri- 
*  can  seamen,  present  difficulties  which  demand 
'  consideration  at  the  ensuing  session.^'    Nothing 


waa^  however,  done  at  that  or  any  future  session. 
In  truth,  we  have  done  nothing  to  prevent  the 
employment  of  British  seamen  in  our  public  or 
private  ships;  and  they  are  to  be  found  in  both. 
And  yet,  with  this  fact  staring  us  in  the  face,  we 
are  called  upon  to  say  that  the  war  is  altogether 
just  on  our  part ! 

It  will  probably  be  nr^ed  that  the  British 
practice  under  this  claim,  in  its  application  to  us, 
was  sufficient  to  prove  that  the  reclamation  of 
their  seamen  was  not  so  much  the  object  of  the 
British  Governmentj  as  the  seizure  of  our  sea- 
faring citizens;  that  it  had  become  so  outrag^eoos 
as  not  only  to  justify,  but  to  require  war.  With- 
out, sir,  meaning  to  excuse  or  to  palliate  the 
taking  even  the  cabin  bov,  if  done  knowingly  mnd 
wittingly ;  and  being  willing  to  admit,  that  about 
the  period  of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  we 
had  much  and  serious  cause  to  complain  oo  the 
subject^  I  most  be  permitted  to  say  that  i  have 
not  evidence  to  satisfy  me,  that  when  we  de- 
clared war,  the  practice  of  the  British  was  such 
as  to  prove  that  the  claim  on  their  part  was  a 
mere  pretext  to  take  our  sailors.  In  truth,  I  be- 
lieve, if  the  Administration  have  not  deceived 
themselves  on  this  subject,  that  tbe^  have  at- 
tempted a  gross  deception  on  the  public. 

The  instructions  given  at  this  day,  by  the 
British  Admiralty  to  a  naval  commander,  on  this 
subject,  directs  him,  ^*  when  he  meets  with  anf 

*  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  to  send  a  lieutenant  to  in- 
'  quire  whether  there  may  be  on  board  of  her  any 
'seamen  who  are  the  subjects  of  Hi^i  Majesty; 
^and  if  there  be  to  demand  them,  pi'ovided  it  does 

*  not  distress  the  ship:  he  is  to  demand   their 
^  wages  op  to  the  day ;  but  he  is  to  do  this  with- 
'out  detaining  the  vessel  longer  than  shall  be 
'  necessary,  or  offering  any  violence  to.  or  in  any 
'  way  ill-treating  the  master  or  his  crew.**    Mr. 
Monroe'  may  perhaps  recognise  in  this,  the  in- 
structions shown  to  him  after  his  arrangement, 
and  of  which  he  declared  himself  satisfied  ;  but 
whether  he  does  or  not;  it  must  be  conceded  that 
it  provides  for  a  moderate  exercise  of  the  right. 
The  person  who  is  to  make  the  search   is  an 
officer  of  some  standing;  he  is  only  to  take  sea- 
men who  are  British  subjects,  excluding  thereby, 
not  merely  oar  citizens,  but  all  foreigners;  and 
he  is  not  to  take  even  British  seamen,  if,  by  it, 
he  destroys  the  crew,  or  endangers  the  vessel. 
Allowing  the  right  to  exist,  it  is  diffieuU  more 
fairly  to  >egulate  its  exerciise. 

But  it  may  be  urged  that  the  practice  of  the 
British  commanders  does  not  correspond  with 
these  instructions;  that  they  search  and  seize  at 
large,  according  to  their  will  and  pleasure.  I 
know,  sir,  that  the  habits  and  education  of  a  mili- 
tary man,  not  unfrequently  make  him  act  as  if 
power  and  right  meant  the  same  thing^:  and  I, 
(herefore.  have  no  doubt  that  there  have  been 
abuses.  But  I  do  most  conscientiously  believe 
that  these  abuses  have  been  greatly  magnified, 
arid  are,  even  by  the  well  meaning,  vastly  over- 
rated. I  am  aware  that  I  shall  be  referred  to  the 
impressment  document  of  last  session.  This 
doctiment,  sir,  is  so  illy  understood,  and  has  been 
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the  soarce  of  so  much  misrepresentaUofi,  that  I 
must  be  allowed  slightly  to  review  it. 

The  Secretary,  in  the  report  says,  that  the  list 
transmitted  had  been  received  from  our  agent  at 
London,  and  *^ contains  the  names  of  American 
'  seamen  and  citizens  who  have  been  impressed 
'  and  held  in  bondage  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
'  ships  of  war,  for  the  several  quarters  of  1809  and 
^  1810.'!  The  list  is  beaded^  ''A  return  or  list  of 
^  American  seamen  and  citizens  who  have  been 
'  impressed  and  held  on  board  of  His  Britannic 
'  Majesty's  shi|^  of  war,  from  1st  of  April  to  the 
^  30ili  of  June,  inclusively,"  and  so  of  the  other 
quarters.  Now  the  plain  meaning  uf  this  is,  if 
any  meaning  it  has.tnat  the  persons  whose  names 
were  thus  sent  to  as  were  impressed  and  made  to 
serve  on  board  British  armed  ships,  at  some  period 
in  the  years  1809  and  1810.  Indeed,  this  has  been 
so  stated  in  this  House,  and  in  the  Administra- 
tion prints.  And  yet  the  most  superficial  exami- 
nation will  show  that  this  is  not  true.  Let  me 
read  to  you  one  or  two  names :  "  4868.  David 
Wiley."  In  the  column  of  the  "result  of  appli- 
cations and  remarks,"  we  have  this  explanation 
of  his  case :  ^  Impressed  on  shore  at  New  Bruns- 
'  wick,  and  taken  on  board  the  Plumper,  was 
'detained  two  days,  when  the  commander  put 

*  him  on  board'a  vessel  bound  to  Aberdeen,  from 
'  thence  worked  his  passage  to  London,  and  ap- 
'  peared  at  this  office  29ih  August,  1805;  is  evi- 
'  dently  an  American.  Discharged."  Here,  then, 
we  have  a  man  who  was  not  on  board  a  Bririsk 
ship  in  1809.  and  whose  "  bondage"  did  not  proba- 
bly continae  more  than  two  days. 

Again,  "4936.    Richard   Butler,  representing 

*  him>elf  of  Petersburg,  Pennsylvania.    Impress- 

*  ed  in  1797  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  the 
'  Mercury  of  Baltimore,  and  detained  on  board 
^  the  Garland."  Remark.  ''  Remained  on  board 
^  the  Garland  two  months,  then  draughted  to  the 

*  Tremendous,  in  which  be  served  two  and  a  half 
'  years,  was  then  discharged;  has  never  received 
^  nis  wages  or  prize-money ;  says  he  was  well 

*  used  on  board  both  ships.     Was  discharged  as 

*  an  American  citizen  at  the  Cape  of  Good  nope; 

*  his  pay  and  prize-money  lists  were  given  to  the 
^  consul  at  the  Cape.  Discharged."  ThL<  man, 
therefore,  according  to  the  statement  of  our  Con- 
sul, so  far  from^  having  been  impressed  and  held 
on  board  a  British  ship  in  1809,  had  been  im- 
pressed in  1797,  and  discharged  in  1799.  I  might, 
sir,  give  you  many  other  cases  equally  strong^ 
but  these  are  sufficient  to  prove  that,  by  design 
or  mistake,  the  document  is  wrongly  headed; 
that  the  persons  named  in  the  list  were  not  all 
on  board  British  ships  in  1809  and  1810 ;  and, 
therefore,  that,  in  its  general  results,  it  does  not 
show  the  state  of  the  British  practice  in  those 
years. 

in  truth,  the  list  is  nothing  more  than  the  re- 
turn of  the  names  of  persons  who,  within  the  year, 
bad  applied  to  Mr.  Lyman,  our  Consul  and  agent 
for  seamen,  for  protections  against  future,  or  for 
his  aid  in  getting  released  from  present  impress- 
ment. It  was  his  duty,  as.  I  do  not  doubt  it  was 
made  his  interest,  to  receive  all  applications,  and 
1 2th  Con.  )2d  Sbss.— 24 


when  necessary,  to  lay  them  before  the  proper 
British  authority.  Jew  and  Greek,  Turk  and 
Christian,  the  growth  of  our  own  soil,  and  the 
produce  of  other  countries,  all  threw  themselves 
upon  Mr.  Lyman,  and  he^  laboring  in  his  voca- 
tion, granted  patents  of  citizenship,  or  made  his 
claim  on  the  British  Admiralty.  Sir,  there  is  not 
a  man  who,  in  practice  or  by  inquiry,  has  made 
himself  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which 
this  business  Is  transacted,  but  knows  that  many 
foreigners  who  never  saw' this  country,  Or  sailed 
under  its  flag,  hive  attempted,  by  application  to 
our  agents  abroad,  to  shield  tnemselves  against 
British  impressment.  The  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Monroe,  needs  ho  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, having  himself  resided  in  London  as  our 
Minister.  It  was  the  duty  of  our  agent  to  send 
home  some  account  of  his  proceedings,  and  I  have 
no  objection  to  his  making  such  a  list  as  we  have 
before  us.  But  1  do  object  to  its  being  palmed 
on  the  American  nation  as  a  true  history  of  Brit- 
ish impressments  aflfectins  our  people  and  nation. 
I  pray  you  look  at  this  list.  In  the  jear  com- 
mencing in  April.  1809,  and  ending  in  March, 
1810,  we  have  about  nine  hundred  and  forty 
names;  and  of  these,  about  seven  hundred  are 
given  with  blanks  in  the  columns  for  the  ^  towns 
and  States  of  which  they  represent  themselves  to 
be  citizens" — "  when  impressed" — "  where  im- 
pressed"— *'ships  from  whience  taken" — "nations'* 
— "  masters."  The  time  and  the  result  of  the 
application  are  only  given.  And  from  these  en- 
tries in  Mr.  Lyman's  book  you  are  called  upon 
to  admit  that  the  applicant  was  an  American, 
and  that  he  was  impressed  in  the  year  1809  by 
the  British,  on  the  bi^h  seas,  out  of  an  American 
vessel.    Really,  this  is  asking  too  much. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  examined  the  list  from 
April,  1809^  to  April,  1810,  with  great  attention, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  number  of 
impressments  which  took  place  in  that  year,  and 
I  will  now  make  to  you  one  or  two  statements, 
which  may  cast  some  light  on  the  subject  of  the 
British  practice.  The  number  which,  by  the 
list,  appears  to  have  been  impressed  in  that  year, 
is  one  hundred.  It  will  be  understood  that  in  this 
number  I  do  not  include  those  whose  names  are 
carried  out  in  blank,  as  has  been  stated.  It  is 
uncertain  whether  such  persons  ever  were  im- 
pressed; and,  at  all  events^  it  is  fair  to  presume^ 
that  their  service  on  board  British  ships  had  com- 
menced before  1809^  or  otbecwise  there  could  be 
no  difficulty  in  giving  dates.  Of  the  one  hun- 
dred, seventy-six  were  discharged,  and  six  had  de* 
serted^  leaving  less  than  twenty  to  be  accounted  for. 

Another  result :  Of  the  persons  thus  takeoi 
fifty-seven*  were  impressed  on  shore,  and  forty- 
three  at  sea.  Again:  Thirty  of  these  seamen, 
when  impressed,  made  part  of  the  crews  of  Brit- 
ish vessels,  and  thirty-four  American  vessels;' 
and  of  the  thirty-four,  twelvie  were  taken  on 
land;  leaving  about  twenty-two  persons  taken 
from  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas.  It  ia 
possible,  sir,  that  in  these  statements  I  may  not 
be  perfectly  accurate ;  1  am  certain,  however 
that  I  am  substantially  so. 
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I  do  not  mean  to  represent  that  this  is  a  full 
account  of  all  the  impressments  which  took  place 
in  1809;  on  the  contrary,  I  admit  that  it  is  not. 
Many  impressments  were  certainly  made  of  per- 
sons undeniably  British  subjects,  who  would 
scarcely  think  of  applying  to  Mr.  Lyman,  and 
will  not,  therefore,  be  found  in  his  book.  Many 
persons,  also,  having  a  right  to  his  interference, 
were  not  then  known  to  him.  My  object  in  raakins: 
these  explanations,  was  to  show  that  the  6,057 
document  does  not  furnish  such  strong  evidence 
of  British  aggression  as  has  been  supposed. 

The  number  of  our  seamen  impressed  by  the 
British  has  been  so  variously  represented,  that  I 
have,  from  motives  of  curiosity  as  well  as  duty, 
been  desirous  to  arrive  at  something  like  a  rea- 
sonable certainty  on  the  subject.  We  bear  of 
ten,  twenty,  nay,  forty  thousand  of  our  citizens, 
confined  in  the  floating  dungeons  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, fightinff  her  battles  against  their  will.  The 
evidence  of  this,  however,  is  only  to  be  found  in 
the  imagination  of  gentlemen.  It  is  the  old  story 
over  again,  of  the  "  six  men  in  buckram."  In 
part  representing^  the  greatest  commercial  State 
in  the  Union,  it  may  be  e^cpected  that  I  have 
some  personal  knowledge  on  this  subject,  but 
indeed  I  have  none  such  to  give.  Is  there  not  in 
this  some  proof  that  the  evil  has  been  magnified  ? 
I  have  sought  for  information  in  quarters  where 
only  it  is  to  be  found,  among  the  shipping  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners  of  the  country.  I  will 
DOW  furnish  you  with  the  opinion  of  an  intelli- 
gent e;eotIeman  from  Marhlehead,  whose  means 
of  information  are  ample,  and  whose  veracity  will 
not  be  doubted.  I  mean  my  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts, who  sits  before  me,  (Mr.  Reed.)  He 
has  favored  me  with  this  statement : 

"  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  aeamea 
of  Marblehead,  I  have  to  remark  that  the  average  ship- 
ying  of  that  port,  for  the  last  twenty  yean,  may  be  es- 
timated at  about  i9,00C(  tons,  of  whicb  it  is  fair  to  cal- 
culate ten  thousand  tons  were  employed  in  foreig^n  com- 
merce, and  the  residue  in  the  fisheries  and  in  the  coast- 
ing trade.  Allowing  six  men  to  every  hundred  tons, 
which  is  the  usual  estimate,  it  gives  an  average  of 
eleven  hundred  and  seventy-six  seamen  in  all,  and  six 
hundred  in  our  foreign  trade,  each  year ;  the  number 
of  aeamen,  therefore,  employed  from  Marblehead  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  must  have  been  considerable, 
aay  five  thoasand.  I  have  resided  at  that  place  nearly 
twenty  yean,  and,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time, 
have  been  actively  engaged  in  commerce.  Aecofding 
to  my  own  recoUeetion,  aided  by  that  of  others  who 
ft«ve  the  beat  means  of  information^  I  do  not  believe 
that  twenty  of  the  seamen  of  Marblehead,  native  or 
liaturalixed,  have  been  impressed  by  the  British  within 
the  twenty  years,  and  it  is  not  known  that  one  has 
been  demanded  without  being  released." 

As  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Marble- 
head  has  been  more  fortunate  with  respect  to  im- 
pressments than  other  places,  we  have  here  some- 
thing whereby  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  num- 
ber of  our  seaman  taken  by  the  British.  My  own 
Conviction  is,  that  the  American  seamen,  im- 
pressed and  held  by  the  British,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  war,  did  not  mach  exceed  ^ve  hun- 
dred in  all,  and  certainly  did  not  amount  to  one 


thousand.  Permit  me.  sir,  to  mention  one  cir- 
cumstance which  speaks  loudly  on  this  subject. 
If  the  practice  of  impressment  had  been  as  out- 
rageous as  has  been  represented,  it  must  have 
fallen  with  great  force  on  the  Eastern  Slates,  as  it 
is  there  the  mass  of  our  seamen  are  found.  We 
are  then  to  expect  much  feeling  and  passion  on 
this  account.  The  war  must  be  popular  when 
the  cause  of  it  is  brought  home  to  every  man's 
door.  No  such  thing,  sir.  The  war  is  confes- 
sedly odious  there.  It  is  in  States  where  seamen 
never  grew  that  the  war  has  its  strongest  advo- 
cates. It  is  there  that  you  principally  find  the 
dark  pictures  of  sailors'  suflTerings,  and  bear  the 
loud  and  long  appeals  to  the  sympathies  and  pas- 
sions of  the  people  about  seamen's  rights  and 
seamen's  injuries. 

One  inquiry  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment,  and  I  have  done  with  it. 
The  President,  in  his  war  Message,  says,  that  no 
pretext  should  be  left  for  a  continuance  of  the 
practice;  ^'  the  British  Government  was  formally 
*  assured  of  the  readiness  of  the  United  States  to 
'  enter  into  arrangements,  such  as  could  not  be 
^  rejected,  if  the  recovery  of  British  subjects  were 
^  the  real  and  sole  object.  The  communication 
^  passed  without  effect."  The  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  are  more  direct  still :  "Its  contin- 

<  uance  (the  practice  of  impressment)  is  the  more 
^  unjustifiable,  because  the  United  States  have 
'  repeatedly  proposed  to  the  British  Government 
'  an  arrangement  which  would  secure  to  it  the 
'  control  of  its  own  people.  An  exemption  of  the 
^  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  this  degrad- 
^  fng  oppression,  and  their  flag  from  violation,  is 
'all  they  have  sought."  In  tl^ese  passages  we 
have  two  distinct  propositions:  that  reasonable 
ofiers  for  an  adjustment  of  this  difficult  and  deli- 
cate subject  have  been  profiered  by  the  Govern- 
ment, meaning  surely  the  Administration  which 
coinmenced.  and  are  willing  to  carry  on  the  war 
on  this  Account;  and  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  listen  tci  no  terms,  however  well  cal- 
culated to  secure  to  it  the  service  of  its  own  sea- 
men. Is  all  this  true?  Is  It  true  that  the  present 
Executive  has  attempted  to  negotiate  with  Great 
Britain  on  this  subject;  that  he  has  communi- 
cated to  the  British  Government  his  wiUing'oess 
and  his  wish  to  come  to  an  arrangement,  which, 
while  it  afforded  safety  to  oiir  seamen,  would 
secure  to  that  country  the  services  of  its  seamen? 
What  has  been  done  by  him  is  soon  told,  and 
ought  to  be  known.  The  only  measure  which 
has  come  before  the  public  looking  towards  aa 
accommodation,  by  him,  is  to  be  found  in  the  let- 
ter from  Secretary  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of 
the  20ih  January,  1810,  in  which  the  latter  is 
directed  to  resume  the  negotiation  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  under  the  power  which  had 
been  given  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  himself.  In  his 
discussions,  he  was  to  be  regulated  by  the  in- 
structions which  had  been  given  to  them.  It  is 
added,  '4t  is.  however^  not  intended  that  you 
^  should  commence  this  negotiation  until  the 
'  requisite  satisfaction'  shall  have  been  made  in 

<  the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake."    The  affair  of 
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the  Chesapeake,  we  all  know,  was  not  settled 
ontil  wiihio  a  short  time  before  the  war  was  de* 
clared,  and  long  after  the  return  of  Mr.  Piokney 
to  this  country.  It  follows  that  Mr.  Pinkney 
coald  not,  as  most  certainly  he  did  not,  commence 
a  negotiation.  No  terms  hare  been  ofiered,  no 
arrangement  has  been  attempted  to  be  effected 
by  the  present  Ezecatire.  He  cannot  say  that 
his  *^  communications  passed  without  effect,"  as 
in  fact  he  made  none.  And  yet,  by  him,  we  are 
carried  into  a  war  on  this  account. 

The  President  may,  however,  deem  his  Admin- 
istration so  far  identified  with  that  of  his  imme- 
diate predecessor,  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  benefit 
of  the  offers  formerly  made.  Be  it  so.  We  will 
then  examine  the  sum  and  ralue  of  the  proposi- 
tions of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  instructions  to  Mes- 
sieurs Monroe  and  Pinkney.  are  to  be  found  in 
a  letter  to  them  from  Mr.  Madison,  then  Secre- 
tary of  State,  of  the  17th  of  May,  1806,  in  which 
they  are  referred  to  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, of  the  5th  of  Junuary,  1804,  as  applicable  to 
a  great  proportion  of  the  matters  committed  to 
their  joint  negotiation,  and  as^  their  guide.  In 
the  instructions,  therefore,  of  1804,  we  are  to  find 
the  arrangement  ''repeatedly  proposed  to  the 
British  Qovemment,"  ''which  would  secure  to 
it  the  control  of  its  own  people.'* 

The  instructions  of  January  5,  1804,  were  also 
drawn  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  capacity  of  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  contain  the  plan  or  a  eonren- 
tion  on  the  subject  of  seaipen,  with  some  other 
matters,  giving  the  proposal  and  the  ultimatum. 
The  first  article  prorides,  that  no  person  shall  be 
ilemanded  or  taken  at  sea,  out  or  a  ship  of  one 
nation,  by  the  armed  ships  of  the  other,  unless  he 
is  liable  to  be  so  taken  according  to  tne  laws  of 
nations;  and  not  then,  if  he  makes  part  of  the 
crew.  In  the  observations  on  the  plan,  Mr.  Madi- 
son asserts,  and  reasons  on,  the  right  of  flag,  and 
the  article  is  drawn  with  a  view  to  our  claim, 
and  to  prevent  search  and  seizure  at  sea.  The 
eighth  article  provides  that  no  refuge  shall  be 
given  to  persons  deserting  from  a  vessel,  making 
part  of  the  crew  of  such  vessel ;  and  the  eleventh 
article  provides,  that  "each  pat'ty  wilt  prohibit 
^  its  citizens  or  subjects  from  cianaestinely  carry- 
'  ing  away,  from  the  territories  or  dominions  of 
'  the  other,  any  seamen  or  soldiers  belonging  to 
'  such  other  party.''  These  articles  embrace 
every  part  of  the  convention  which  relates  to 
seamen.  In  them,  therefore,  are  to  be  found,  if 
anywhere,  the  arrangement  said  to  have  been  re- 
peatedly proposed  to  the  British  Government.  I 
shall  not  examine  how  far  such  an  arrangement 
was  desirable  to  this  country;  but  did  it  secure 
to  England  the  control  of  its  own  people,  the  re- 
covery of  its  own  subjects  ? 

In  this  plan  we  find  no  provision  against  the 
employment  of  British  seamen,  even  deserters. 
Those  already  in  the  country  might  plainly  eo 
into  our  service,  and  those  who  might  subsequently 
reach  our  shores  were  safe  when  our  flag  should 
be  waving  over  their  heads.  Deserters,  it  is  true. 
were  to  be  given  up ;  but  how  could  this  be  done, 
when  they  were  on  the  high  seas,  or  had  embarked 


in  foreign  voyages?  The  convention,  as  proposed, 
will  be  found,  when  examined,  not  to  secure  to 
Qreat  Britain  the  service  of  her  seamen,  or  the 
return  of  her  subjects. 

Is  it  true  that  the  British  Government  would 
listen  to  no  terms^  that  they  have  refused  to  ne- 
gotiate on  this  subject  ?  Sir,  it  is  not  true.  Lord 
Grejiville,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  King,  of  the  27th 
of  March,  1797,  which  I  have  already  mentioned, 
uses  these  expressions:  "If  it  were  possible  at 
'  once  to  find  an  obvious  and  indisputable  mode 
^  of  ascertaining  whether  a  seamen  is  really  a 
'  subject  of  Hi's  Majesty's  dominions,  or  a  cit- 
'  izen  of  the  United  States,  certainly  the  King'a 

*  Government  would  not  hesitate  to  accede  to 
'  any  regulations  for  applying  that  rule,  in  the 
'  easiest,  most  expeditious,  and   most  effectual 
'  manner."    After  stating  his  objections  to  onr 
act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen,   he  goes  on  to  say,  "for  the  reasona 
'  which  I  have  here  stated,  the  force  of  which  I 
'  am  confident  no  candid  mind  can  dispute,  I  am 
'  under  the  necessity  of  declining,  on  the  part  of 
'  His  Majesty's  Government,  to  accede  to  the  pro* 
'  positions  contained  in  your  letter.    If  any  other. 
'  proposals  can  be  made,  less  liable  to  objection,. 
'  they  will  be  considered  with  candor  and  liberal-. 
'  ity.    It  is  not  expected,  that  on  so  difficult  and 
'  delicate  a  business,  arrangements  can  at  once 
'  be  brought  forward,  wholly  free  from  all  objec- 
'  tions,  or  such  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of 

*  frequent  revisal,  improvement,  and  addition,  in 
'  order  to  meet  the  different  means  of  evasion 
'  that  may  be  resorted  to ;  but  it  is  certainly  not 
'  too  much  to  ask,  that  the  rules  adopted  in  the, 
'  first  instance,  shall  at  least  afford  some  security 

'  against  the  most  extensive  and  the  most  dan- 
'  gerous  consequences  to  the  maritime  power  and 

*  safety  of  Great  Britain." 

Sir,  I  cannot  but  admire  the  force  and  dignity 
of  the  letter  of  which  I  have  read  part.  The  im- 
portance of  the  subject  to  both  nations  is  fairly 
admitted,  and  a  solicitude  is  evinced  for  the  adop- 
tion of  some  regulation  which  would  afford  se- 
curity to  each.  A  distinct  avowal  is  made,  that 
the  British  Government  do  not  want  our  seamen, 
if  they  can  be  left  In  possession  of  their  own. 
And  a  suggestion  im  added,  that  a  perfect  arrange- 
ment  is  not  to  be  expected  on  the  first  attempt* 
Difficulties 'will  arise  in  practice  in  any  settlemene 
of  this  business.  All  that  is  wanted  is  a  point 
to  start  from,  and  a  disposition  in  both  Gov- 
ernments to  deal  fairly  and  justly.  I  am  not 
afraid  to  assert,  that  if  the  arrangement  of  Messra* 
Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  1806,  had  been  adopted 
with  this  spirit,  we  should  now  have  thoughts  of 
impressments  merely  as  an  evil  which  once  ex* 
isted. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  come  nearer  to  the  pret- 
sent  rimes.  In  the  letter  from  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison,  of  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1806,  it  is  stated  that  the  British  Com- 
missioners pressed  with  much  zeal,  '^  a  provision, 
'  that  the  persons,  composing  the  crews  of  such 
'  ships,  should  be  furnished  with  authentic  docu- 
'  meats  of  citizenship,  the  nature,  and  form  of 
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<  which  Bhoald  be  settled  by  treaty ;  that  these 

*  documents  should  completely  protect  those  to 

*  whom  they  related ;  but  that,  subject  to  such 
'  protections,  the  ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain 

*  should  continue  to  visit  and  impress  on  the  main 
'  ocean  as  heretofore."  This  provision  was  re- 
jected by  our  Ministers. 

I  will  not  say  that  such  a  regulation  ought  to 
have  been  adopted ;  but  I  will  say,  that  the  pro- 
position proves,  that  the  English  Government 
was  anxious  to  adjust  this  difference;  and  it 
proves  further,  that  the  great  object  of  the  British 
was  the  recovering  of  their  own  citizens. 

The  letter  of  the  1 1th  November,  1806,  from 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison, 
ogives  the  history  of  the  negotiation  which  led  to 
the  celebrated  arrangement.  Permit  me  to  furnish 
you  with  one  or  two  extracts  from  the  letter^  ex- 
planatory of  the  views  and  feelings  of  the  British 
Government.  "At  our  meeting  the  next  day, 
'  the  British  Commissioners  stated  explicitly,  but 
'  in  a  very  conciliatory  manner,  that  it  was  not  in 
'  their  power  to  adopt  an  article  in  the  spirit  of 

*  our  project;  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had 
'  been  consulted  on  the  subject,  as  had  also  been 
'  the  Crown  officers  in  Doctors'  Commons,  who 
'  united  all  without  exception,  in  the  opinion,  that 
'  the  right  of  their  Governnient  in  the  case  in 
'  question  was  well  founded,  and  ought  not  to  be 
'  relinquished.    They  added,  that,  under  such  cir- 

*  cumstances,  the  relinquishment  of  it  was  a  mea- 
'  sure  which   the  Government  could  not  adopt, 

*  without  taking  upon  itself  a  responsibility  which 

*  DO  Ministry  would  be  willing  to  meet,  however 

<  pressing  the  emergency  might  be.  They  pre- 
'  sented  to  us.  at  the  same  time,  a  counter-project, 

*  which  they  intimated  they  did  in  obedience  to 
'  the  ins;tructions  from  their  Government.  The 
'  British  Commissioners,  after  supporting  with 
'  great  force,  but  with  candor,  the  claim  of  their 

*  Government,  assured  us  that  it  was  willing  to 

*  do  anything  in  its  power,  to  satisfy  the  United 

*  States  on  the  groanid  of  complainl,  whjch  might 

*  be  done  without  a  relinquishmentof  their  claim." 

The  amount  of  this  information  is,  that  owing 
to  the  feelings,  the  views,  and  perhaps  the  pre- 
judices, of  the  British  people^  no  Ministry  dare 
formally  to  relinquish  the  right  claimed  in  the 
abstract ;  but  that  everything  short  of  thi»  might 
be  expected.  We  were  not  to  look  for  a  formal 
surrender  of  the  right,  but  a  rejgrulation  of  the 
practice  under  it.  Recollect,  sir,  that  this  is  a 
declaration  of  the  Fox  and  Grenville  Ministry, 
always  understood  to  have  been  most  fair  and 
most  friendly  to  this  country.  Sir,  I  am  satisfied, 
and  so  I  am  sure  are  a  part  at  least  of  the  Admin- 
istration, that  if  this  subject  is  ever  settled,  it  will 
be  by  arrangements  to  prt-vent  injuries  to  the 
two  countries,  in  the  employment  and  impressing 
of  seamen,  leaving  the  rights  claimed  on  both 
•ides  untouched.  Any  attempt  at  negotiation 
with  Great  Britain,  on  ihegrouodof  anabandon- 
ment^of  her  claim,  is  to  my  mind  perfectly  hope- 
less: and  as  long  as  I  find  the  Administration  in- 
sisting oB  this  as  indispent^abJe,  so  lontr  I  mast 
believe,  that  it  is  "  within  the  scope  of  their  pol- 


icy" to  continue  the  war,  and  to  make  it  inter- 
minable. 

Our  Ministers,  in  their  letter  of  the  11th  of  No- 
vember, go  on  to  state,  that  at  their  request  the 
British  Commissioners  communicated  to  them  a 
note,  which  was  to  accompany  and  to  give  char- 
acter to  the  arrangement.  The  note  declares, 
that  the  British  Gov^nment  "  had  not  felt  itself 
'  prepared  to  disclaim  or  derogate  from  a  right 

*  which  has  ever  been  uniformly  and  ceDerallf 
^  maintained,  and  in  the  exercise  of  wnich  the 

*  security  of  the  British  navy  may  be  essentially 
^involved;  more  especially,  in  a  conjuncture 
'  when  they  were  engaged  in  war,  which  enforces 
'  the  necessity  of  the  most  vigilant  attention  to 

*  the  preservation  and  supply  of  the  naval  foree 
^  of  the  kingdom ;"  but,  "  chat  His  Majesty's  Gh>v- 

*  ernment,actuated  by  an  earaestdesire  to  remove 
'  every  cause  of  dissatisfaction^  had  directed  His 

*  Majesty's  Commissioners  to  give  to  Mr.  Mon- 
'  roe  and  Mr.  Pinkney.  the  most  positive  assu- 

*  ranees,  that  instructions  have  been  given,  and 
'  shall  be  repeated,  and  enforced,  for  the  ohser- 

*  vance  of  the  greatest  caution  in  the  impressing 
^  of  British  seamen;  and  that  the  greatest  care 
'  shall  be  taken  to  preserve  the  citizens  of  the 

*  United  States  from  any  molestation  or  injury ; 
*■  and  that  immediate  and  prompt  redress  shall  be 
^afforded  upon  any  representation  of  injury  sus- 

*  tained  by  them.'^  Sir,  this  note,  and  the  offers 
made  by  the  British  Commissioners,  were  satis- 
factory to  our  negotiators,  and  an  arrangement 
was  accordingly  agreed  upon.  The  American 
Cabinet,  however,  refused  to  accept  it ;  it  was 
sent  back,  and  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  soon 
after  closed  the  door  on  any  further  di.^cussion. 
How  unfair  is  it  then  to  say,  or  to  insinuate,  that 
the  British  Government  have  refused  to  treat  on 
this  subject,  or  to  listen  to  terms  which  would 
secure  to  it  the  service  of  its  own  seamen  ! 

The  opinions  of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney, 
respecting  the  merits  and  the  effect  of  the  ar- 
rangement, might  be  collected  from  the  circum- 
stances of  their  agreement  to  it,  but  it  is  not  left 
to  inference.    In  our  public  papers,  they  will  be 
found  to  have  expressed  themselves  with  great 
clearness  and  decision*    In  the  letter  of  Novem- 
ber, they  say,  *'When  we  take  into  view  aJl  that 
has  passed  on  the  subject,  we  are  far  from  con- 
sidering the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners 
as  a  mere  circumstance  of  form.    We  persuade 
ourselves,  that  by  accepting  the  invitation  which 
it  gives,  and  proceeding  in  the  negotiation,  we 
shall  place  the  business  almost,  if  not  altogether, 
on  as  good  a  footing  as  we  should  have  done  by 
treaty,  had  the  project  which  we  offered  them 
been  accepted.    It  merits  attention,  that  every- 
thing, is  expressed  in  it  that  could  be  desired, 
except  this  relinquishment  of  the  principle ;  that, 
in  speaking  of  impressments,  the  exercise  of 
that  act,  on  the  high  seas,  is  not  mentioned,. an 
omission   which  we  know  to  have  been  in- 
tentional." 

And  in  their  letter  to  Mr.  Madison,  of  the  third 
of  January,  1807,  transmitting  the  treaty,  the  same 
gentlemen  refer  to  the  letter  of  Nuvember,  aa 


745 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


746 


Jancart,  1813. 


AddUumal  Military  Force. 


H.  OP  R. 


eontaiotng^  their  opinidn,  that  although  the  Brit- 
ish Goveroment  did  not  feel  itself  at  liberty  to 
relinqaish  formally  by  treaty  its  claim  to  search 
our  merchant  vessels  fot*  British  seamen,  its  prac- 
tice would  nevertheless  be  essentially,  if  not  com- 
pletely, abandoned.*  They  go  on  to  remark : "  that 
^  opinion  has  been  since  confirmed,  by  frequent 

*  conferences  on  the  subject  with  the  British  Com- 

*  missioners,  who  have  repeatedly  assured  us,  that 

*  in  their  judgment,  we  were  made  as  secure 
'  against  the  exercise  of  their  preteosion,  by  the 
^  policy  which  their  Grovernment  had  adopted,  in 
^  regard  to  that  very  delicate  and  important  ques- 

*  tion,  as  we  could  have  been  made  by  treaty.    It 

*  is  proper  however  to  observe,  that  the  good  effect 
'  of  this  disposition,  and  its  continuance,  may  de- 
'  pend  in  a  great  measure  on  the  means  which 
'  may  be  talcen  by  the  Congress  hereafter,  to 
^  check  desertion  from  the  British  Service.'' 

You  w^ll  scarcely  think  it  possible,  sir,  that 
evidence  can  be  lurnished,  which  will  more 
strongly  negative  the  assertion,  that  the  commu- 
nicaiions  to  the  British  Qovernment,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment,  passed  without  effect ;  and 
yet  such  evidence  does  exist,  f  will  now  call 
your  attention  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Monroe-to 
Mr.  Madison,  of  the  28th  February,  1808,  dated 
at  Richmond.  In  this  letter,  Mr.  Monroe  says: 
*^  The  idea  entertained  by  the  public  is,  that  the 
^  rights  of  the  United  States  were  abandoned  by 

*  the  American  Commissioners,  in  the  late  negt^- 

*  tiation,  and  that  their  seamen  were  left,  by  tacit 
'  acquiescence,  if  not  by  formal  renunciation,  to 

*  depend  for  their  safety  on  the  mercy  of  the  Brit- 
'  ish  cruisers.  I  have,  on  tfa«  contrary,  always  be- 
'  lieved,  and  still  do  believe,  that  the  ground  on 

*  which  that  interest  was  placed,  bv  the  paper  of 

*  the  Kritish  Commissioners  of  'November  8(h. 

*  1806,  and  the  explanations  which  accompanied 
'  it,  was  both  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the 

*  United  States ;  and  that  it  contained  a  conces- 
'  sion  in  their  favor,  on  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain, 
'  on  the  great  principle  in  contestation,  never  be- 
'  fore  made,  by  a  formal  and  obligatory  act  of 

*  the  Government,  which  Mras  highly  favorable 

*  to  their  interest." 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  same  letter,  Mr. 
Monroe,  speaking  of  the  note,  and  the  omission  in 
it  of  the  terms  *' high  seas,"  remarks,  **  it  is  im- 

*  possible  that  those  terms  could  have  been  omit- 
^ted  intentionally  with  our  knowledge,  for  any 
'  purpose  other  than  to  admit  a  construction,  that 

*  It  was  intended  that  impressments  should  be 
^confined  to  the  land.  I  do  not  mean  to  imply 
''that  it  was  understood,  between  the  British 
'  Commissioners  and  us,  that  Great  Britain  should 
**  abandon  the  practice  of  impressment  on  the 
'  high  seaskltoj^ether.  I  mean,  however,  distinctly 
^  to  state,  that  it  was  understood,  that  the  practice 
'  heretofore  pursued  by  her  should  be  abandoned, 

*  and  that  no  impressment  should  be  made  on  the 
'  high  seas,  under  the  obligation  of  that  paper, 
'  except  in  cases  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  to 

*  which  no  general  prohibition  against  it  coula  be 
•*  construed  fairly  to  extend." 

Again,  and  it  is  the  last  reference  I  shall  make 


to  these  documents,  not  because  much  and  mate- 
rial matter  does  not  remain,  but  becaase  I  am 
really  tired  of  the  subject.  Mr.  Monroe^  in  his 
Richmond  letter,  declares:  "We  were,  therefore, 
'  decidedly. of  opinion,  that  the  paper  of  theBrit- 
^ish  Commissioners  placed  the  interest  of  im- 
^pressment  oiT  ground  which  it  was  both  safe  and 
'  nonorable  for  the  United  States  to  admit;  that,  in 
'  short,  it  gave  their  Government  the  command  of 
<  the  subject  for  every  necessary  and  useful  pur- 

*  pose.  Attached  to  the  treaty,  it  was  the  basis 
'  or  condition  on  which  the  treaty  rested.  Strong 
Mn  its  character  in  their  favor  on  the  great  qoes- 
^  tion  of  right,  and  admitting  a  favorable  construe* 
'  tion  on  others,  it  placed  them  on  more  elevated 
Aground,  in  those  respects,  than  they  had  held 

*  before." 

The  statements  thus  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Pinkney,  establish  a  few  facts  of  great  im« 
portance,  which  cannot  be  too  generally  known 
or  too  frequently  repeated.  Kent  constantly  in 
recollection,  and  applied  as  touchstones  to  offers 
which  have  been,  or  may  be  made,  to  the  British 
Government,  they  will  show  the  sincerity  of  the 
Administration^  or  their  insincerity.  They  prove 
that  the  British  will  negotiate  on  the  subject  of 
seamen,  inasmuch  as  they  have  done  it.  They 
prove  toat  the  British  will  come  to  an  arrange- 
ment with  us :  for  this,  they  have  offered.  And 
they  prove  that  the  British  will  accede  to  propo- 
sitions relating  to  impressments,  which  are  safe 
and  honorable,  and  therefore  satisfactory  to  this 
country;  for  this,  we  are  told  they  did.  But  they 
prove,  also,  that  no  Ministry  in  England  dare 
openly  and  avowedly  relinquish  the  right  of 
search,  or  recognise,  to  the  extent  demanded  by 
us^  the  right  of  flag.    The  practice  may  be  so  re- 

fulated,  and  was  offered  to  be  so  regulated,  as  to 
rine  the  claim  into  disuse.  And  what  to  us  ia 
a  right  claimed  but  not  enforced?  When  I  find 
the  Administration  dealing  less  in  abstract  pro- 
positions about  seamen's  rights  and  national  hon- 
or, and  attending  to  what  is  really  to  be  desired 
and  is  known  to  he  attainable,  I  shall  believe  in 
their  pacific  dispositions,  and  not  till  then. 

From  the  time  1  first  saw  the  arrangement 
made  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  with  their 
account  of  the  negotiation,  and  the  explanatory 
statement  of  Mr.  Monroe,  I  have  believed,  that 
the  subject  of  seamen  was  placed  by  them  on  a 
safe  and  j^roper  footing.  And  it  has  always  been 
with  me,  feeling  as  I  do  for  seamen  and  their 
rights,  a  matter  of  grieat  regret  that  the  arrange- 
ment was  not  agreed  to  here.  A  short  experience 
Would  have  satisfied  us  as  to  its  practical  opera- 
tion. If  by  it  our  sailors  were  protected,  a  great 
good  would  have  been  gained.  If  otherwise,  our 
claim  for  other  terms  could  not  have  been  resist- 
ed. The  gentlemen,  however,  who  negotiated 
the  arrangement,  have  changed  characters,  and 
with  it,  it  would  seem,  their  views.  They  now 
make  a  part  of  the  Administration,  and,  as  such, 
feel  themselves  authorized  to  say,  that  the  British 
Government  have  refused  to  settle  the  difference 
on  suitable  terms.  They  advised  war.  and  require 
its  continuance  on  this  account.    I  am  not  ta 
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doQbt,  that  some  new  li£[bc  has  led  to  this  coarse; 
and  it  is  possible,  that  with  means  of  information, 
I  may  be  induced  to  give  ap  my  opinion  also. 
As  yet,  however,  I  have  seen  nothing  which  de- 
stroys the  force  of  their  reasoning. 

I  nave  now,  sir,  finished  the  remarks  which  I 
intended  to  make  on  the  British  claim  and  prac- 
tice of  impressment.  We  have  for  years  past 
!had  so  much  idle  declamation  on  the  subject,  that 
a  dispassionate  investigation  of  it  appeared  to  me 
to  be  called  for.  In  the  course  of  these  remarks, 
I  have  attempted  to  show  that  the  claim  was  nei- 
ther novel  nor  peculiar,  and  it  is  not  wholly  un- 
supported by  reason ;  tnat  our  true  interest  calls 
more  for  a  fair  regulation  of  the  practice  than  an 
abandonment  of  the  rights;  and  that  the  conduct 
of  the  British,  of  late,  has  been  such  as  to  war- 
rant an  opinion,  that  an  arrangement  may  be 
made,  having  for  its  object  a  proper  regulation  of 
the  practice,  leaving  the  rights  of  both  nations, 
whatever  tney  may  be,  untouched.  Sir,  with 
this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  not  possible  for  me 
to  consent  to  the  adoption  of  measures,  baring  for 
their  object  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war 
offensively  on  our  part;  and  I  cannot,  therefore, 
vote  for  the  bill  on  your  table.  The  war  has  not 
yet  assumed  a  character.  We  have,  indeed,  add- 
ed much,  and  are  about  to  add  more,  to  the  pub- 
lic debt.'  Already  a  portion  of  our  citizens  are 
l>urdened  with  oppressive  exactions  in  the  form 
of  duties,  and  heavy  taxes  are  staring  all  in  the 
face.  But  yet  our  homes  and  altars  remain  safe 
and  nnpoiluted.  Let  us  seize  this  moment  to 
give  the  nation  peace,  and  the  people  happiness. 
This  is  the  appointed  time,  and  if  we  do  not  im- 
prove it,  I  fear  my  country  is  to  suffer  in  its  pros- 
} verity  and  its  institutions.  For  Heaven's  sake, 
et  us  pause ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  intended,  when  I  first  rose»  to 
have  made  some  observations  on  the  effects  and 
consequences  of  this  war;  and  to  have  examined 
what  the  Administration  is  pleased  to  term  its 
pacific  advances ;  but  I  am  really  so  exhausted 
that  I  have  not  the  ability  to  go  on,  if  the  Com- 
mittee had  patience  to  attend  to  me.  With  re- 
spect to  the  advances,  I  will  make  but  a  single  re- 
mark, and  that  is,  that  from  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  made,  they  were  exactly 
calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  produce  the  result 
ire  have  witnessed.    Sir,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  Macon  said  after  failing  in  his  attempt  to 
amend  the  bill,  he  had  considered  it  of  very  lit- 
tle importance ;  indeed,  in  its  present  form,  he 
was  not  anxious  whether  it  passed  or  not ;  and 
be  had  intended  not  to  have  troubled  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject,  but  the  stran^^e  course 
"which  the  debate  had  taken  had  called  him  up 
almost  against  his  own  consent.  He  could  truly 
say  that  ne  would  not  have  offered  a  word  to  the 
Committee,  had  not  those  who  oppose  the  bill 
have  brought  into  the  discussion  French  influ- 
ence, operating  by  a  sort  of  magic  on  every  act 
of  the  Executive.  The  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive had  undergone  the  strictest  serntiuy  by  these 
fentlemen,^  and  their  own  arguments  would,  in 
is  opinion,  convince  every  impartial  maUi  that 


it  had  been  perfectly  fair  and  upright  to  ail  for- 
eign nations;  the  least  attention  to  the  doca*- 
ments,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  pub- 
lished, would  also  convince  every  man  of  it,  and 
satisfy  all  that  the  great  obiect  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  had  been  peace,  and  that  peace  was  main- 
tained until  it  could  no  longer  be  done  without 
surrendering  almost  every  national  right  'wortii 
preserving.    Mr.  M.  said  he  would  endeavor  ia 
his  observations  to  follow  the  exam-pie  whick 
had  been  set  the  last  two  days:  not  to  utter  a 
word  to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  one ;  nor 
would  he  refer  to  the  documents,  because  every 
member  possessed  them,  and  they  had  been  pub- 
lished for  the  information  of  the  people ;  and  he 
was  sure  that  the  Committee  must  be  tired  witJi 
hearing  a  sentence  here,  and  a  paragraph  there, 
read  from  them.    The  true  way  to  understand 
them  was  to  read  the  whole.    But  he  had  never 
been  in  the  practice  of  making  many  quotations 
from  books  or  documents,  and  he  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  make  any  now.    He  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to 
the  Administration  had  the  right  to  say  wliat- 
ever  they  thought  of  it,  and  to  select  the  subject 
on  which  they  would  speak ;  and  as  they  had 
made  the  selection,  he  hoped  they  would  have 
an  opportunity  now  of  ^eli^ei^ioi  their  senii- 
ments.    He,  however,  regretted  that  they  had 
selected  this  bill ;  because,  of  all  the  bills  which 
may  be  brought  before  the  House  the  present  ses- 
sion, not  one,  he  thought,  would  require  despatch 
more  than  this.    The  loss  of  a  day  now  may  be 
the  loss  of  the  next  canipaiffn.    He  had  expected 
that  this  general  debate,  which  seems  to  include 
everything  but  the  bill,  would  have  been  delayed 
until  the  loan  should  be  under  discussion. 

The  points  made  in  the  debate  seem  to  be: 
impressment;  the  richt  to  expatriate;  the  right 
to  naturalize;  and  French  influence;  neither  of 
which  have  any  connexion  with  the  bill,  which 
is  to  raise  troops  for  one  year.  Sir,  said  Mr.  M., 
I  will  not  retort  a  charge  of  British  influence^ 
and  so  balance  one  assertion  against  the  other, 
because  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  much  of 
either  in  the  nation;  but  if  I  was  to  say  there 
was  none,  I  should  not  say  what  I  believe.  Peo- 
ple may  honestly  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the  eflect 
which  the  success  of  England  or  France  over  the 
other  mi|[ht  have  o^  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  without  being  under  the  influence  of  either^ 
and  this,  no  doubt,  is  the  case  with  thousands. 

I  will,  before  I  proceed  further,'  notice  some  of 
the  observations  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  (Mr.  Emott.;  If  I liave  not  under- 
stood him  or  any  other  gentleman  correctly,  I  hope 
that  I  shall  be  corrected;  because  it  is  my  sincere 
desire  to  state  their  sentiments  fairly ;  and  it  is 
not  always  possible  to  take  down  their  own  words. 
He  said^  if  there  was  any  English  influence,  it 
was  the  influence  of  Locke  and  Sidney.  As  well 
I  might  he  have  spoken  of  the  influence  of  any 
other  patriots  who  lived  before  us.  Their  influ- 
ence will  be  respected  wherever  their  works  shall 
be  read ;  but  that  sort  of  influence  is  not  the  ioi- 
fiaence  of  which' we  have  heard  so  muchy  and 
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which  I  intend  hereafter  to  notice^  He  aUo  men* 
tiooed  the  influence  which  drpve  the  first  settlers 
to  Plyoaouth.  Yes,  sir,  that  Inflaence  was  truly 
British,  and*  that  sort  of  infloence  Great  Britain 
has  been  exercising  erer  since  the  first  settlers, 
by  their  own  industry  and  exertions,  got  into  a 
situation  to  be  useful  to  her;  and  that  influence, 
or  rather  that  persecution,  compeUed  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Carolina  to  leave  the  otner  provinces,  and 
to  settle  a  second  time  in  the  woods,  and,  as  soon 
as  they  were  able,  to  pay  taxes.  That  same  in- 
fluence followed  tnem,  and  made  their  condition 
much  worse.  It  pursued  the  people  in  every  part 
of  the  Continent,  until  they  cieclared  themselves 
independent;  and,  from  that  day  to  this,  she  has 
not  treated  tbe  United  States  as  she  has  treated 
other  independent  nations. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  astonished  when  the  gen- 
tleman told  us  he  was  not  a  friend  to  standing 
armies ;  and,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  said  that, 
at  the  last  session,  he  voted  for  raising  the  twenty- 
five  thousand  men,  and  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
go  to  war  when  he  gave  the  vote.  For  what 
purpose,  then,  could  they  be  wanted?  Experi- 
ence had  already  shown  that  tbe  old  establish- 
ment was  quite  suflicient  in  time  of  peace.  In- 
deed, a  very  considerable  part  of  that  was  raised 
soon  after  the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  un- 
der an  expectation  that  war  would  follow,  and 
not  for  a  regular  peace  establishment. 

The  same  gentleman  told  us,  that  impressment 
by  the  British  Government  was  no  new  thing. 
This  is  certainly  true  as  far  as  regards  her  own 
subjects,  and  from  her  own  vessels;  but  the  sys- 
tematic impressment  of  foreigners  from  fbreign 
ships,  is  a  new  thing ;  and  that,  too,  when  the 
men  and  the  ships  both  belong  to  the  same  na- 
tion. That  Government  never  attempted  to  im- 
press Spaniards,  Dutch,  French,  Swedes,  or 
Danes,  from  vessds  belonging  to  the  same  nation 
with  tbe  person;  and  it  is  this  new  doctrine, 
which  operates  solely  on  us,  of  which  we  com- 
plain. The  question  between  us  and  England 
has  noihiivg  to  do  with  the  doctrine  that  free 
ships  shall  make  free  goods,  or  free  men,  if  gen- 
tlemen please.  And  why  draw  that  into  the  de- 
bate on  tl^e  impreasment  of  American  citizens 
from  American  vessels?  No  law  or  precedent 
can  be  produced  for  this  abominable  and  wicked 
practice.  It  was  never  attempted  to  be  justified, 
notwithstanding  impressment  is'  no  new  thing 
with  her.  Every  Sovereign^  said  the  gentleman, 
has  a  right  to  the  service  ot  all  bis  subjects  in 
time  of  war.  But  this  ri^ht  is  like  some  others 
which  Sovereigns  claim ;  it  is  without  a  remedy. 
Of  what  avail  is  the  proclamation  of  the  Prince 
Regent  in  this  countryt  ordering  the  British  sub- 
jects home?  None.  Many  of  them  are  still  here, 
and,  probably,  will  remain  until  the  termination 
of  the  war,  and  the  British  Government  will 
never  dream  of  punishing  one  of  them  for  diso- 
bedience. But,  admit  this  right  in  Sovereigns  to 
its  fullest  extent,  and  it  does  not  give  one  Sover- 
eign the  right  to  impress  the  citizens  or  subjects 
ot  another;  nor  does  it  iusttfy  such  an  act;  of 
course  it  does  not  touch  the  aat  of  which  we  coqa* 


plain :  that  is,  the  impressing  of  American  sea- 
men from  American  vessels. 

It  is  curious  that,  throughout  this  whole  debate, 
there  seems  to  have  been  drawn  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  rights  of  a  man  who  cultivates  the 
soil,  and  of  him  that  follows  the  sea,  and  that 
this  distinction  should  have  been  drawn  by  those 
who  claim  to  be  the  champions  of  commerce  and 
of  a  navy,  and  who  have  told  us  that  agriculture  ^ 
and  commerce  were  inseparable.  Ou^t  it  not. 
then,  to  follow,  that  the  rights  of  those  employea 
on  land  or  water  should  also  be  inseparable? 
This  strange  doctrine,  as  was  observed  b^  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robbrtsok,) 
may  dust  the  eye,  but  cannot  stagger  tbe  under- 
standing of  any  one. 

The  same  gentleman  said,  that  we  had  taken 
no  measures  to  ^  exclude  British  seamen  from 
American  vessels.  For  what  purpose  were  protec- 
tions given  to  American  seamen?  Surelv  to 
protect  them  against  impressment,  and  to  show 
that  we  had  no  desire  to  protect  others;  and 
ijirhat  more  ought  to  have  been  done,  he  did  nor 
tell  us.  I  ask,  did  any  nation  ever  do  more? 
Besides,  has  not  the  United  States,  over  and  over 
again,  offered  to  make  an  arrangement  with  Eng- 
land on  the  subject  of  sailors,  which  should  be 
satisfactory  to  both,  by  securing  to  each  the  use 
of  their  own  sailors  ?  and  has  she  not  always  re- 
fused to  make  any  arrangement  about  them? 
And  it  may  be  fairly  asked  here,  what  measures 
Great  Briniin  has  laken  to  prevent  her  officers 
from  impressing  our  seamen  ?  None  that  I  have 
heard  of;  and  she  is  th&  aggressor.  We  have  not 
injured  her,  while  she  has  been  impressing  otir 
sailors  whenever  she  wanted  and  could  find  them. 
If  the  United  States  wanted  sailors  ever  so  much, 
they  could  not  impress-  one  of  hers,  and  she 
knows  this ;  and  she  would  not  suffer  one  of  them 
to  be  impressed  by  any  foreign  Power;  and  we 
must  determine  to  defend  the  rights  of  ours,  or  it 
will  be  idle  to  talk  about  navigation,  commerce, 
and  a  navy.  Indeed,  if  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture be  inseparable,  you  must  defend  the  rights  of 
the  persons  concerned  in  both,  or  both  must  be 
injured.  There  are  no  neutrals  able  to  carry  oar 
products  to  market,,  and  if  you  will  not  protect 
your  seamen  they  will  not  carry  them. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  for  twenty  years 
past,  the  Gk>vernment  of  the  United  States  has 
been  trying  to  settle  the  question  of  sailors  with 
Great  Britain,  land  that  every  attempt  has  failed, 
and  that  it  is  just  now  discovered  that  we  have 
always  begun  wrong;  Mv  colleague  (Mr.  Pbab- 
son)  and  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
Pitkin,)  it  appears,  could  settle  this  great  ques* 
tion  without  much  difficulty.  If  thev  ean,  I  wish 
most  sinoerely  they  would.  I  am,  however,  ap- 
prehensive that  they  are  a  little  mistaken,  because 
General  Washington,  when  President,  having 
Major  Pinckaey,  now  Major  General  Pinckney, 
for  M  i  nister  at  London,  tried  without  effect.  Mr. 
Adams  renewed  it  with  Mr.  King  fov  Minister; 
Mr.  Jefferson  with  Colonel  Monroe,  and  Mr. 
Pinkney,  now  the  Attorney  General;  and  Mr. 
l^bdiaon,  with  the  last  named  Pialmey.     All 
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these  Presidents  and  Ministers,  with  the  aid  of 
ever7  Cabinet,  have  failed.  Every  description 
of  political  opinion,  with  the  greatest  talents, 
have  been  employed  and  done  nothing:.  At  the 
end  of  twenty  years  we  have  gaineJl  nothing, 
and  lost  our  labor;  the  question  is  as  unsettled  as 
ever;  and  we  have  been  worsted  in  this  way, 
that,  while  we  were  negotiating,  they  were  im- 
pressing seamen. 

We  have  been  told  by  my  colleague,  that  it  is 
not  the  right,  but  the  abuse  of  impressment  of 
^faich  we  complain.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  we  do 
not  complain  of  Great  Britain  impressing  her  own 
dubjeets;  she  may  do  as  she  pleases  with  them, 
that  is  no  concern  of  ours ;  all  we  ask  of  her 
is  to  keep  her  hands  off  our  people ;  and  we  deny 
her  right  to  impress  American  citizens;  and  if 
the  abuse  be  the  impressing  them,  of  that  we  do 
complain,  and  not  without  iust  cause,  because 
ahe  has  impressed  many  of  them,  and  compelled 
them  to  fight  her  battles;  and  I  have  understood, 
after  we  had  declared  that  war  existed  between 
her  and  us,  that  she  detained  those  she  had  before 
impressed  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  this  may  be  a 
part  of  her  public  law.  Indeed  we  have  heard 
much  about  universal  law  and  public  law,  neither 
of  which  from  the  statements  made  seem  to  have 
much  regard  to  right  or  justice,  which  ought  to 
be  the  foundation  of  all  law.  One  universal  law 
seems  to  be,  that  Sovereigns  can  cotnmand  their 
subjects  to  return  home  in  case  of  war;-  another, 
that  no  }>ersoD  can  expatriate  himself;  and  Great 
Britain  is  no  doubt  willing  to  acknowledge  an- 
other, by  which  she  might  impress  sailots  from 
all  the  world.  As  to  the  first,  we  need  not  trouble 
ourselyes  about  it;  and  the  second,  the  United 
States  have  not  acknowledged ;  and  we  are  now 
contending  against  impressment;  and  permit  me 
here  to  observe,  that  the  Republicans  have  always 
considered  the  impressment  of  citizens  a  more  se- 
rious injury  than  the  spoliation  of  property. 

Is  it  not  strange,  sir,  that  some  of  the  gentle- 
men should  talk  so  much  about  public  law,  and 
that  others  should  say  there  is  now  no  public 
law,  that  the  Emperor  of  France  had  destroyed 
it?  That  he  and  the  British  navy  together  have 
destroyed  it,  was  certainly  true;  in  the  work  of 
destruction  they  were  united;  force  with  them 
now  constitutes  reason,  and  they  are  each  of  them 
ondeavoring  to  make  their  will  a  new  law  of  na- 
tions ;  and  if  we  suffer  American  citizens  to  be 
impressed  from  American  vessels,  to  serve  on 
board  the  British  navy,  we  ought  never  to  talk 
about  law  again.  If  ever  there  was  a  universal 
law,  it  was  that  of  expatriation ;  the  right  to  live 
in  the  country  men  preferred.  In  every  age  and 
in  every  nation  men  hare  left  their  native  coun- 
try and  settled  in  others,  and  so  expatriated  them- 
selves ;  and  from  the  days  of  Joseph  to  the  pres* 
ent  time  all  nations  hare  naturalized  foreigners. 
If  I  am  mistaken  in  this,  I  will  thank  an/  gentle- 
man to  put  me  right;  but  it  would  seem  by  the 
present  debate  that  sailors  had  not  the  right  to 
expatriate  themselves  which  other  men  had ;  if 
this  be  true,  it  would  follow  that  they  could  not 
be  naturalized;  and  yet  the  Constitution  of  the 


United  States  does  not  except  them  fVom  the 
general  rule.  I  should  really  like  to  hear  how  a 
man  lost  his  rights  by  going  to  sea. 

But  does  Great  Britain  admit  that  she  cannot 
naturalize?  Certainly  not;  she  naturalizes  sailors 
by  hundreds  and  thousands,  while  she  denieft  that 
any  of  her  subjects  can  expatriate  themselves  and 
be  naturalized  in  another  country.    Nav,   does 
she  not  naturalize  by  impressment,  provided  the 
person  impressed  serves  a  certain  time  on  board 
her  navy?    And  does  not  every  Governnaent  in 
Europe  naturalize?    Prince  Eugene  was   not  a 
German;  Marshal  Saxe  was  not  a  Frenchman; 
and  the  celebrated  Keith  was  not  a  Prussian: 
there  is  no  end  to  examples  which  might  be  pro- 
duced.   The  very  man  who  now  commands  in 
Canada  is  believed  to  be  the  descendant  of  a 
naturalized  Swiss.    We  all  recollect  D^Iircrnois. 
who  has  written  so  much  against  this  coanrry 
and  France;  he  was  not  only  naturalized,  bat 
also  knig-fUrfied,  if  I  may  make  a  word  ;  Damooi 
and  others  might  be  mentioned,  but  it  is  useless. 
we  have  examples  enough  in  our  own  country: 
the  Germans  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  Carolinas. 
when  prov'inces;  the  Greeks  in  Florida,  whea 
Great  Britain  owned  that  country.    And  has  she 
not  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  in 
Canada ;  and  is  she  not  indebted  to  the  Hugaeoots, 
whom  she  naturalized,  for  much  of  her   pros- 
perity?   With  respect  to  naturalization,  she  may 
be  compared  to  a  gulf,  which  takes  ev^eryihing  in 
and  lets  nothing  out.    We  have  been  cold  that 
France  does  not  admit  the  right  of  expatriation. 
We  all  know  that  some  years  past  she  was  very 
anxious  to  naturalize  the  fishermen  of  the  United 
States ;  and  very  lately  she  has  naturalized  Irish- 
men: indeed,  at  one  time,  she  seemed  willing  to 
naturalize  or  fraternize  with  all  the  world.     The 
truth  is,  they  are'  both  willing  to  get  subjects  by 
naturalizing,  but  uki willing  to  lose  one  by  ex- 
patriation.   The  Irish  have  gone  into  the  service 
of  almost  every  Government  in  Etirope^  and  we 
hav6  not  been  informed  that  the  English  Gov- 
ernment punished  them  for  it.    But  the  sailors 
of  all  countries  are  poor,  though  liberal  and  gen- 
erous, and  it  may  be  added  almost  friendless; 
they  appear  even  to  want  ffiends  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Hodse:  their  poverty  and  waor  of 
friends  is  no  doubt  the  reason  why  the  universal 
law,  or  public  law,  or  some  other  law,  forbids 
them  the  rights  of  expatriation  and  naturaliza- 
tion.   Bot  admit  all  we  have  heard  about  Eng- 
land and  France  not  permitting  their  subjects  to 
expatriate  themselves,  and  it  only  proves  that 
they  have  municipal  laws  to  that  effect,  which  it 
is  impossible  to  execute;  and  their  having  laws  on 
the  subject  shows  plainly  that  they  do  not  consider 
them  deprived  of  the  right  by  the  law  of  nations. 
While  on  the  subject  of  universal  law,  permit 
me  to  notice  another  which  has  not  been  men- 
tioned, and  which,  like  the  others,  is  not  regarded. 
It  is  this :  that  no  Government  shall  assist  rebels; 
to  assist  those  whom  monarchs  deem  rebels  is 
with  them  the  sin  not  to  be  forgiven.    Each  of 
them  Is  always  willing  to  have  it  enforced  in  his 
own  case,  and  generally  willing  to  aid  those  that 
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another  mif  deem  rebels.  The  GtoVerfindeuCs  of 
G^reaC  Britain  and  France  hare  both  acknow- 
ledged this  law,  and  hare  both  violated  it  when- 
erer  an  opportaoity  offered,  and  they  thought  it 
their  interest  to  do  80.  Great  Britain  assfsted 
the  Dtttch  and  Vendeans;  France  the  Scotch 
and  the  United  States.  Monarehs  are  not  apt  to 
be  very  nice  about  their  actions,  though  they  may 
make  a  g^reat  fuss  abont  their  priociples ;  except 
Francis  the  First  of  France.  They  hare  gene- 
rally been  willing  to  benefit  themselves  by  taking 
advantage  of  ftny  commotion  in  a  neighboring 
kingdom,  or  any  other  circumstance  which  may 
happen.  England  and  France  have  been  remark- 
able for  taking  part  in  the  rebellions  which  have 
existed  in  each  other;  and  if  one  existed  in  either 
at  this  moment  the  other  would  be  as  willing  to 
take  part  as  ever.  I  have  brought  this  subject 
into  view  to  show  that  the  notions  about  univer- 
sal law  are  illusory,  to  say  the  least  of  them,  and 
that  the  great  Powers  of  Europe  have  never 
in  their  acts  res[)ected  them,  and  we  shall  always 
find  ourselves  mistaken  if  we  look  for  public  law 
anywhere  biit  in  the  actions  of  nations.  Treaties 
are  only  law  between  the  persons  which  make 
them.  Indeed  public  law  can  only  be  collected 
from  facts,  that  is,  from  what  nations  have  done. 
But,  admit  I  am  mistaken  in  this,  and  that  it  is  a 
settled  code  derived  from  reason,  the  result  Will 
not  be  changed,  because  reason  would  justify  the 
right  to  expatriate  and  to  naturalize;  and  the 
facts  prove  that  all  nations  have  naturalized,  aiid 
no  one  n&ore  than  England,  who,  we  have  been 
told,  never  gives  up  her  pretensions ;  so  that,  let 
ns  do  as  we  will,  she  wfU  continue  to  naturalize 
and  to  declare  that  her  subjects  cannot  expatriate 
themselves.  But  this  same  England  has  yielded 
the  point  in  the  case  of  Napper  Tandy;  and 
France  did  not  punish  the  great  Cond4  or  Mar- 
shal Turenne;  and  she  has  in  a  case  very  similar 
yielded  to  the  United  States,  I  mean  the  case  of 
General  Charles  Lee ;  he  was  saved  from  her  pre- 
tensions; and  the  same  energy,  decision,  and 
unanimity,  which  saved  him,  would  now  save 
our  seamen  from  impressment. 

My  colleague  has  stated  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  repealed  in  six  days  after  the  decla- 
ration of  war.  The  fact  is  undoubtedly  so,  if 
their  modification,  as  I  understand  it,  be  a  repeal. 
However,  be  this  as  it  may^  it  is  easy  to  discover 
the  cause  of  the  change  in  the  British  policy. 
This  will  be  best  done  by  going  back  to  the  em- 
bargo ;  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  produced 
the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine,  which  she 
refused  to  carry  into  execution,  notwithstanding 
we  now  hear  so  much  of  her  good  faith.  The 
non-importatton,  together  with  the  Message  of 
the  President  to  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  and 
the  act  to  raise  35,000  men,  which  passed  the  11th 
of  last  January,  produced  the  modification  of  the 
Orders  in  Council.  Having  mentioned  the  non- 
importation act.  it  is  due  to  troth  to  say,  that  it 
has  produced  eflrects  on  Great  Britain  which  I  did 
not  expect.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  the  Orders 
in  Council  were  modified  without  a  cause?  No 
one  will  suppose  so,  who  is  the  least  acquainted 


with  the  plundertiigwfaieh  took  place  under  them.; 
as  long  as  we  would  suffer  ourwives  to  be  plun- 
dered under  them,  so  lonff  they  woald  have  coo« 
tinned  in  force ;  and  so  long  as  we  sufler  her  to 
impress  American  citizens,  so  long  she  will  con- 
tinue to  impress  them.  Is  she  not  acting  towards 
us,  in  the  modification  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
in  the  same  spirit  that  she  did  during  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  when  she  attempted  to  tamper 
with  us  and  divide  us;  first  offering  one  thing 
and  then  another,  and  at  last  everything  but  in- 
dependence, and  that  was  conquered.  Observe 
her  now,  as  soon  as  circumstances  convince  her 
that  we  intend  to  defend  our  rights,  which  she 
had  so  long  violated,  she  modifies  her  orders,  but 
does  nothing  to  prevent  impressment,  and  we 
must  conquer  the  rights  of  sailors  and  free  trade, 
or  never  again  talk  about  being  a  great  maritime 
power  or  a  free  people. 

We  have  been  toRl  that  we  might  shortly  have 
peace,  and  that  this  House  was  the  place  to  begin 
the  good  work ;  though  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  in- 
tended to  begin.  I  will  heartily  join  in  any  meas- 
ure which  may  produce  so  desirable  an  end,  and  at 
the  same  time  maintain  our  rights.  I  rejoice,  sir, 
that  these  gentlemen  now  thintc  we  can  legislate 
on  foreign  affairs,  and  not  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion or  usurp  the  Executive  authority ;  nay,  it 
seems  we  may  now  be^in  a  treaty  here  without 
injuring  the  Constitution;  we  mav  judge  from 
the  documents  before  us  what  wotlid  suit  Great 
Britain,  and  we  know  that  would  not  suit  us ;  of 
course  ifwill  not  be  very  easy  to  suit  both ;  yet  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  make  the  trial,  and  must 
add,  that  I  never  expected  to  hear  the  |pentiemen 
talk  aboqt  settling  an  affair  with  a  foreign  nation 
by  paper  measures.  I  had  thought  they  consid- 
ered them  not  only  ridiculous,  but  absurd  also, 
and*  that  their  way  was  powder  and  ball.  Great 
Britain  knows  as  well  as  any  man  in  this  nation 
that  she  can  have  peace,  under  her  present  regu- 
lations, whenever  she  will  quit  the  vile  practice 
of  impressing  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Our  sincere  desire  of  living  in  peace  with  all  the 
world,  the  many  and  honest  attempts  we  made  to 
settle  our  disputes  with  her,  and  the  laws  we 
passed  to  avoid  war,  induced  her  to  believe  that 
we.  could  not  resist ;  dnd,  now  that  we  have  re- 
sisted, we  hear  it  said  that  under  no  other  Ad- 
ministration would  we  have  been  at  war.  Can 
it  be  doubted-  that  General  WASBiNCiToir  would 
have  resisted  had  not  Mr.  Jay  have  made  a  treaty? 
or  can  it  be  doubted,  when  he  demanded  Com- 
modore Barney,  that  he  made  the  demand  with 
an  intention  to  enforce  it  if  refused?  His  charac- 
ter forbids  a  doubt ;  he  would  not  have  sacrificed 
the  rights  or  property  of  his  countrymen.  Permit 
me  here  to  state  what  a  Federal  friend  of  inine 
said  in  Carolina,  who  served  in  the  American 
Army  during  the  Revolutionary  war :  A  friend 
of  his  said  to  him,  after  Hull's  surrender,  that  we 
must  now  make  peace.  Never,  he  replied^  till 
that  disgrace  is  wiped  away ;  my  country  is  at 
war,  and  I  will  go  with  her;  take  away  the  dis- 
grace before  we  talk  of  peace.  This  is  Federal- 
ism in  the  district  which  I  represent  |  it  is  the 
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sentimeDtofall  parties  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
All  the  geDilemen  from  Massachusetts  who  have 
spoken,  except  one,  (Mr.  Widgert.)  have  de- 
clared the  war  to  be  immoral  and  unjust  on  our 
part.  If  it  be  immoral  and  unjust  in  us,  what 
must  it  be  in  Great  Britain^  who  has  for  years 
Tiolated  our  dearest  jighu?  They  did  not  tell  us; 
I  wivh  they  had.  But  some  of  these  gentlemen 
voted  at  the  last  session  to  raise  the  25,000  men ; 
for  what  purpose  could  they  be  raised,  unless  for 
war  1  I  hare  before  endeavored  to  show  that  they 
were  not  wanted  for  the  Peace  Establishment ; 
and  surely  thty  could  not  be  wanted  only  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  them.  Not  one  of  the  gentle- 
men who  oppose  this  bill,  and  who  voted  for  the 
act  to  raise  the  25,000  men,  have  told  us  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  wanted  them  ;  and  have  not 
iheee  gentlemen,  at  this  session,  voted  honorary 
rewards  to  those  who  have  most  distinguished 
themi^elves  in  this  immoral  and, unjust  war,  as 
they  call  it?  This  vote,  while  it  was  a 'just  re- 
ward to  merit,  was  also  an  incitement  to  others 
to  do  the  like,  and  was  encouraging  the  war.  I 
am  no  navy  man :  but  1  gave  the  vote,  approving 
the  conduct  of  those  who  fought  in  the  Navy, 
with  as  much  sincerity  as  I  ever  gave  one.  These 
brave  men  know  that  the  war  is  neither  immoral 
or  unjust;  and  they  know  also  that  they  are  de- 
fending and  supporting  the  rights  of  their  injured 
country. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  CIuinct)  could '  not  miss  the  opportunity, 
which  this  general  debate  afforded,  to  mention 
the  negroes  in  the  Southern  States.  I  had  sup- 
posed, after  former  debates,  they  would  not  have 
Deen  drawn  into  questions  where  there  was  no 
necessity  for  it.  The  names  of  many  persons 
could  be  mentioned  who  were  slave  owners, 
whose  memory  will  be  dear  to  the  nation,  as 
long  as  virtue  and  patriotism  shall  be  respected  ; 
I  will  only  name  one — and  he  not  a  native  of  the 
Southern  States,  but  of  New  Englaad,  and  no 
man  from  that  part  of  the  Union  was  more  dis- 
tinguished during  the  Revolutionary  war  than  he 
was — I  mean  General  Greene,  who  commanded 
the  Southern  Army.  The  Carolinas  and  Geor- 
gia acted  towards  him  in  a  way  that  no  States 
acted  towards  any  other  man.  After  the  war 
he  settled  among  them,^and,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, became  a  slave-owner.  A  regard  to  his 
situation  in  that  respect  might  have  induced  the 
gentleman  to  have  spared  bis  observations ;  but 
they  were  also  .mentioned  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Shbffst  ;)  it  was  not  expected 
from  that  quarter,  and  if  his  observations  Were 
intended  to  warn  us,  he  ought  to  have  considered 
that  others  might  notice  them^  but  more  of  this 
herefifter,  when  I  shall  attempt  to  answer  some 
of  his  pbservations. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Pit- 
kin) said,  that  if  we  carried  on  thenar  till  Great 
Britain  relinquished  the  right  of  impressment,  it 
would  last  ar  long  as  the  war  in.  Europe.  He, 
like  all  other  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  against 
the  bill,  or  rather  the  war, gives  the  real  question 
the  go-by,    Tha  question  is  pot,  that  she  shall 


relijoquish  any  right  she  may  have  to  impress, 
but  that  she  shall  not  impress  American  citizens, 
which  she  has  no  right  to  do ;  and  I  sincerely 
wish  the  question  could  be  fairly  put  to   every 
man  in  the  nation.    I  am  confident  the  answer 
would  be,  she  shall  not  impress  one.    I  should  be 
very  glad  to  hear  some  of  the  gentlemea  slate 
the  difference    between   Alger ine   capture    and 
British   impressment.    What  situation    can  be 
more  degrading  than  to  be  taken  bv  force  from 
your  own  vessel,  and  put  on  board  her's  to  fight 
her  battles,  and  probably  against  your  own  coon- 
try.    Tripoli  had  not  done  us  the  hundredth  part 
of  the  injury  which  Great  Britain  has  done,  and 
all,  as  well  as  I  now  recollect,  were  willing  to  com- 
pel her  to  respect  our  rights — and  she  wasconapell- 
ed.    The  same  unanimity  now  would  hare  the 
same  success.     This  same  Great  Britain,  and 
France  her  rival  in  wickedness,  while  at  war,  have 
acted  as  if  by  concert  to  injure  us ;  thev  each  in- 
terdict our  trading  with  their  enemy,  and  establish 
a  license  trade  between  themselves;  but,  strange 
to  tell,  we  have  British  seamen  in  our  service. 
Then  the  British  service  is  not  quite  as  agreeable 
as  ours ;  but  they  are  not  impressed,  and  I  ima- 
gine not  in  the  public  ships.    The  merchants 
when  they  want  sailors  jfenerally  take  the  first 
they  can  get ;  but  there  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween the  merchant  service,  which  is  voluntary, 
and  impressment  on  board  an  armed  ship.    Be- 
sides, the  British  Government  refuses  to  make  an 
arrangement,  by  which  her  sailors  could  not  be 
employed  in  American  vessels;  her  present  sys- 
tem is  more  convenient;  it  enables  her  officers 
to  get  men  wherever  they  want  them ;  if  they 
can  only  find  them,  no  matter  whether  native, 
naturalized  or  foreigner,  a  sailor  is  a  sailor  with 
them.    The  gentleman  also  said,  we  had  done 
nothing  to  protect  our  seamen,  and  that  we  ought 
pass  a  law.  that  a  certain  proportion  of  every 
crew  shoula  be  citizens.    This  I  have  long  been 
willing  to  do,  but  that  would  only  be  a  paper 
protection,  and  the  British  officers  would  not  re- 
gard it,  more  than  they  do  the  present  protec- 
tions ;  nay,  if  we  had  the  right  to  brand  ours, 
and  were  to  do  it,  I  do  not  know  but  they  wouia 
put  the  same  brand  on  theirs,  for  the  sake  of  mak- 
ing them  so  much  alike  that  they  could  not  be 
distinguished,  and  then  under  the  plea  that  they 
could  not  tell  one  from  the  other,  continue  the 
convenient  mode  of  getting  men  in  every  part  of 
the  world  by  impressment.    But  are  we  not  now 
trying  to  protect  them,  by  carrying  on  the  war 
for  sailors'  rights  and  free  trade  1 

The  same  gentleman,  when  he  described  the 
flourishing  state  of  the  country  before  the  war, 
forgot  to  mention  that  more  than  thirty  millions 
of  the  public  debt  had  been  paid  during  the  last 
twelve  years,  and  Tripoli  compelled  to  respect 
our  national  rights,  and  that  too  without  internal 
taxes  or  a  tax  on  salt. 

He  also  told  us,  in  the  first  part  of  his  speech, 
that  we  could  not  contend  with  Great  Britain  on 
the  ocean,  and,  as  he  sat  down,  I  understood  him 
to  say,  we  ought  to  carry  the  war  on  there.  It 
appears  very  straoge  to  me^  that  we  should  make 
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our  effort  where  we  are  not  able  to  coatead  with 
her.  I  regret  that  the  gentlemaa  and  others  who 
have  spoken,  are  not  in  the  House — the  cause  of 
their  aosence  is  known  to  ever^r  one. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Blbbok- 
BR,)  read  to  us  a  letter  written  bv  Mr.  Russell 
from  Paris,  that  contained  what  he  believed  to 
be  true,  and  his  duty  to  communicate  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive— ^and  his  letter  from  London  appears  to  be 
written  under  the  same  impressions;  in  both 
eases  he  had  done  his  duty,  and  nothing  more. 
It  is  however,  remarkable,  that  the  letter  from 
Paris  is  precisely  what  it  ou^ht  to  be^  and  that 
from  London  precisely  what  it  ought  not  to  be. 
As  the  gentleman  seems  fond  of  examining  the 
documents,  I  will  remind  him  of  one,  which  was 
published  sprae  years  past,  and  obtained  the  name 
of  the  X,  Y,  Z, communication ;  in  that  he  will  find 
related  conversations,  not  with.authorized  agents 
of  the  Government,  but  with  every  man  and  wo- 
man (none  it  is  believed  were  refused)  who 
would  say  a  word  about  a  French  jMirty  in  this 
country ;  and  who  these  people  were,  is  not  known 
to  the  publicto  this  day, except  one,  whose  name  I 
do  not  recollect,  and  he  denied  the  correctness  of 
the  statement  concerning  himself.  These  good 
men,  the  Envovs  Extraordinary,  thought  it  their 
duty  to  send  the  Executive  a  statement  of  the 
conversations  which  they  had  wiih  these  unau- 
thorized people,  and  a  very  large  edition  of  the 
communication  was  printed  for  the  information 
oi  the  nation.  And  pray  what  has  Mr.  Russell 
done?  Related  a  conversation  which  he  had 
with  the  Chief  Minister  of  the  Prince  Regent. 

When  the  arrangement  made  with  Erskine  was 
announced,  what  a  fine  fellow  the  President  was ; 
he  was  trulv  the  President  of  the  people^  what  a 
misfortune  ne  bad  not  been  sooner  elected  \  every- 
thing  would  have  been  right ;  he  was  quite  a  dif- 
ferent man  from  his  predecessor ;  though  in  my 
opinion  his  predecessor  would  gladly  have  made 
the  same  arrangement  at  any  time.  But  how  was 
it  when  the  British  Govern ment  refused  to  ratify 
the  arrangement?  The  tone  was  changed;  the 
man  in  the  White  House  had  taken  the  young 
Minister  in ;  he  had  made  the  arrangement  with- 
out peeping  behind  the  scene,  to  examine  the  au- 
thority under  which  the  young  man  acted ;  and 
in  some  part  of  the  correspondence  it  was  then 
discovered  that  an  insult  had  been  offered  to  the 
King,  which  his  Minister  here  nor  nobody  else 
could  discover  ti)l  after  the  arrangement  was  re- 
jected, and  which  no  man  can  believe  to  be  an  in- 
sult or  intended  for  one« 

The  same  gentleman  told  us,  we  ought  to  make 
war  on  France,  or  acknowledj;e  that  we  are  wrong 
in  making  war  on  Great  Britain.  With  respect 
to  making  war  on  France,  it  will  be  recollected 
that  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  McKbe,) 
at  the  last  session,  made  a  motion  in  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  include  France  in  the  de- 
claration of  war ;  that  it  was  seconded  by  myself, 
and  I  believe  some  other  member ;  only  ten  votedf 
for  it  J  three  on  that  side  of  the  House  and  seven 
on  this.  As. for  acknowledging  that  we  were 
wrong  in  the  war  with  England,  that  can^hardly 


be  expected.  L  beliave  it  cannot  be  shown  that 
we  are,  and  it  certainly  has  not  yet  been  done. 

The  gentleman  said  we  ou^ht  to  insist  on  Great 
Britain  to  abandon  the  practice  of  impressing;  I 
suppose  be  meant  American  seamen ;  but  the  man- 
ner  in  which  this  oqght  to  be  done  he  did  not  in- 
Cbrm  us.  He  is  too  high-minded  to  think  of  an* 
other  mission,  to  beg  that  justice  which  she  baa 
so  often  refused  to  our  supplicating  Ministers ;  in 
fact  we  are  insisting  that  she  shaU  abandon  the 
wicked  practice  in  the  only  way  noi  tried  before, 
that  is,  force.  If  we  were  to  send  another  Min- 
ister in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  we  may  fairly 
conclude  that  he  would  return,  as  all  the  others 
have  done,  with  his  finger  in  his  mouth. 

Canada,  he  sai4,  is  not  worth  conquering ;  it  is 
a  curse  to  Grreat  Britain^  and  we  cannot  conquer 
il.  I  believe  we  oiay  conquer  it,  and  that  it  is 
worth  conquering,  if  it  was  only  to  get  clear  of  a 
meddling  and  bad  neighbor,  who  is  always  will- 
ing  to  make  a  strife  in  our  family.  It  cannot  be 
forgotten,  that  it  has  beefi  stated  in  this  Housa, 
that  more  produce  went  down  tjie  St.  Lawrence 
than  the  Mississippi,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  ia 
understood  to  be  the  produce  of  the  United  States. 
It  would  appear,  from  this,  that  it  is  not  a  curse 
to  Great  Britain,  and  certainly,  she  does  not  con- 
sider it  one.  Whether  it  be  obtained  this  war  or 
not,  it  will  be  bad  some  time  or  other.  Notwith- 
standing all  that  has  been  said  to  the  contrary,  it 
is  absolutely  necessary,  in  mj  qpinion,  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  nation,  as  much  so  aa 
the  mouth  ot  the  Mississippi  was.    Tiiese  two 

freat  rivers  seem  to  have  been  intended  by 
rovidence  for  an  inland  navi^tion  f/om  North 
to  South  ;  and  their  waters  (if  I  am  correctly 
informed)  can  be  more  easily  united  than  some 
of  the  canals  already  projected  be  finished. 

I  understood  the  same  gentleman  to  say,  there 
was  no  patriotism  in  the  ranks  of  the  Army.  JMy 
opinion  is  very  different;  because  I  believe  that  re- 
spectable and  patriotic  men  have  enlisted,  though 
not  wealthy.  In  every  country,  there  is  more 
patriotism  among  the  middling  and  poor  people, 
than  among  the  rich  and  the  avaricious.  The 
middling  and  (he  poor  are  contented ;  the  rich  and 
avaricious  are  never  satisfied.  And  this  is  pecu- 
liarly the  poor  man's  country,  because  it  ia  the 
only  one  in  the  world  where  he  is  equal  to  the 
rich.  The  history  of  the  Revolution  will  satis- 
factorily prove  that  there  was  patriotism  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  which  achieved  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  country :  and  the  ranks  are  no  doubt 
filled  with  the  same  sort  of  men  now  that  they 
were  then.  It  is  not  long  since  we  were  told,  and 
told  again,  of  the  patriotism  of  the  tars — that  a 
seventy-four  could  be  manned  in  an  hour— and 
now,  it  would  appear  as  if  all  countries  were  alike 
to  them.  He  also  informed  us  that  the  militia 
were  good  for  nothing,  and  that  an  army  could 
not  be  raised.  If  it  is  so,  the  war  must  be  at  an 
end,  and  we  must  beg  for  peace, as  we  have  here- 
tofore begged  for  justice.  The  militia  of  the 
Western  country  is  the  best  answer  to  this  charge  ; 
they  are  at  this  time  performing  a  duty  never 
surpassed.    Bunker's  Hill  and  iung'a  Mountaia 
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are  lasting  monumetits  of  the  exploits  of  the  mi- 
litia :  they  were  equal  to  those  at  Thermopyls 
and  Marathon. 

The  gentleman  appeared  to  console  himself  with 
the  recollection  that  Napoleon  must  die.  Can 
he  or  any  other  man  li? ing  tell  what  wiK  be  the 
consequence  of  his  death  on  the  civilized  world'? 
Can  he  tell  whether  it  would  produce  peace  among 
the  belligerents,  or  new  wars  ?  Europe  is  now 
in  that  state,  that  it  is  im possible  to  foretell  now 
how  it  will  settle  down,  whether  he  lire  or  die. 
The  Greeks  thought  the  death  of  Philip  of  Mace- 
don  would  put  an  end  to  their  troubles ;  but  they 
were  sadly  deceived.  Alexander  added  to  them ; 
and  no  doubt  the  countries  which  he  conquered 
thought  his  death  would  relieve  them ;  but  it  was 
a  signal  for  new  wars  and  new  troubles.  If  we 
calculate  that  the  death  of  Napoleon  would  change 
the  conduct  of  the  European  Governments  to- 
wards us,  we  shall  be  deceived.  No' Government 
in  Europe  can  wish  well  to  ours :  it  is  formed  on 
a  plan  which  they  do  not  like.  We  nnist  depend 
on  ourselves — on  our  own  means  and  resources  ;-^ 
any  other  dependence  would  be  like  an  idle  man 
sitting  in  the  shade  and  calculating  to  ^rowrich. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Tall- 
Madgb)  regretted  that  party  names  had  been  in- 
troduced among  us.  No  man  regrets  it  more  than 
I  do ;  but  it  is  more  to  be  tegretted  that  love  of 
party  should  prevail  over  love  of  country.  It 
must  be  recollected}  by  every  man  acquainteu  with 
the  history  of  the  nation  for  the  last  twentv-five 
years,  that  the  gentleman's  political  friends  oegan 
party  names;  that  they  had  their  choice  ;  and, 
while  they  were  in  power,  FederaUtm  and  energy 
were  their  words.  Republicanism,  then,  meant 
anything  or  nothing.  They  had  not,  however, 
been  long  out  of  power,  before  they  began  to  talk 
about  Republicanism  and  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  now  every  Federalist  claims  to  be  a  good  Re- 
publican ;  and  if  they  are  kept  out  of  ]>ower  twelve 
years  longer^  I  bare  no  douot  they  will  be  as  fond 
of  being  called  Democrats  as  they  are  now  desir- 
ous of  l^ing  called  Republicans.  The  gentleman 
mentioned  his  Revolutionary  services.  No  man 
respects  them  more  than  I  do.  He  is  one  of  those 
whose  names  are  honorably  recorded  in  the  Jouf- 
nais  of  the  old  Congress.  He  also  told  us  that 
be  would  not  vote  m^n  or  money.  I  cannot  for- 
bear regretting  that  he  did  not  tell  us  what  he 
would  do,  because,  while  I  have  the  Journal  fresh 
in  my  memory,  I  cannot  make  a  single  comment 
on  this,  to  me,  strange  declaration ;  which,  if  he 
will  pardon  me.  I  will  say,  appears  to  differ  widely 
from  the  recora.  Grod  be  praised !  1  have  never 
said  anything  against  the  patriots  of  the  Revo* 
lution. 

The  same  gentleman,  and  some  others,  have 
said,  that  the  War  is  now  carried  on  for  naturalized 
citizens  alone.  This,  I  apprehend,  is  a  mistake. 
It  would  puzzle  him  to  show,  when  the  British 
officers  wanted  men,  that  they  paid  any  regard  to 
the  fact  whether  the  men  were  native  or  natural- 
ized citizens.  Their  want  was  the  only  rule  which 
regulated  their  conduct  in  impressment.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  makes  all  citi- 


zens equal,  exieept  thiat  a  naturalized  citizeu  can- 
not be  elected  President.  It  is  true,  as  has  been 
before  stated,  that  the  great  point  now  in  contest 
is  the  impressment  of  American  citizens. 

We  hear  so  much  about  foreigners,  that  a  stran- 
ger might  supDose  we  were  contending  for  their 
riffhts.  The  fact  is  not  so ;  but  the  time  has  been, 
when  the  United  States  would  have  contended 
for  their  rights  when  in  her  service.  Does  not 
every  man  recollect  some  of  them,  who  have  been 
in  her  service,  whose  names  are  still  dear  to  the 
nation?' 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  question  which  has  been 
forced  in  the  debate.  From  my  heart,  I  wish  we 
may  never  again  have  another  discussion  about 
foreign  influence.  It  ought  not  to  contaminate 
our  walls.  I  hate  to  name  it,  or  to  hear  it  men- 
tioned ;  the  very  idea  is  degrading  to  the  House, 
and  d {graceful  to  the  nation.  Why  the  idle 
charge  of  French  influence  should  have  been  ia- 
trodueed,  I  cannot  conceive,  nor  can  I  persuade 
myself  to  think  that  the  gentlemen  themselves 
believe  it.  What,  in  the  name  of  God,  is  there 
in  the  administration  of  our  Government,  or  ia 
the  known  principles  and  characters  of  the  men 
who  administer  it,  like  the  administration  of  the 
French  Government,  or  the  principles  and  char- 
acters of  the  men  who  administer  that .'  The 
principles  of  their  abominable  Government  are 
not  more  unlike  ours,  than  the  men  who  admin- 
ister it  are  unlike  the  men  who  administer  ours. 
It  was  at  one  time  apprehended  by  certain  men^ 
that  our  Constitution  would  be  destroyed  for  want 
of  energy  in  those  whom  the  people  had  elected 
to  admmister  it ;  and  a  want  or  energy  in  the 
French  Government  has  never  been  suspected. 
Having  already  stated  my  opinion  aboat  foreign 
influence,  I  will  now  state  a  few  facts  to  remind 
the  Committee  how  much  more  noise  would  have 
been  made  about  French  influence,  if  France, 
bad  as  she  is,  had  only  have  done  that  which  Eng- 
land has  done.  And  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
she  would  have  done  it,  had  she  been  able.  Sop- 
pose  a  French  officer  had  treated  Captain  Phil- 
lips of  the  Navy,  and  his  crew,  as  a  British  oflicer 
did ;  which  was,  to  have  the  crew  mustered  on 
deck,  and  take  two  or  three  men  from  it:  what  a 
cry  would  have  been  made  about  French  inso- 
lence and  cruelty !  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Adams,  to 
say,  that  he  very  properly  dismissed  the  Captain 
from  the  service.  Had  the  Chesapeake  been  wan- 
tonly attacked,  almost  on  our  shore,  by  a  French 
ship,  all  the  moderation  of  the  late  President 
could  not  have  prevented  a  declaration  of  war 
against  France,  for  so  unheard-of  an 'insult  and 
outrage.  You  will,  sir,  recollect  niy  having  said, 
that  me  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  was  as  much 
an  act  of  war  as  the  attack  on  Copenhagen.  So 
much  was  said  about  this  observation,  that  !  was 
almost  induced  to  think  that  I  might  be  expelled 
for  it;  and  if  I  had  continued  to  repeat  it,  I  do 
not  know  but  I  might  have  been.  Had  France 
continued  for  twenty  years  to  impress  American 
citizens  to  fight  her  battles,  especially  under  the 
flag  of  the  great  Napoleon,  should  we  have  borne 
it?    No;  man,  woman,  and  child,  would  have 
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united  in  war  agftinst  her.  Henry,  who  has  btea 
broagbt  into  the  debate:  had  Franoe  sent  him 
amongst  as,  ^ho  would  not  hfive  giren  aay  price 
for  the  papers,  to  prove  the  object  of  his  mission, 
especialJy  if,  about  the  same  tim^  her  Minister 
here  had  received  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  in  bills  qf  exchange?  What  a  mighty* 
noise  would  have  been  heard  from  one  end  of  the 
Cootioeot  to  the  other !  Had  France,  in  time  of 
peace,  have  blockaded  our  ports  and  killed  one  of 
our  sailors,  the  public  mourning  and  weeping  for 
the  death  of  the  unfortunate  and  innoceat  Pierce 
would  have  been  ten  times  as  great  as  they  were. 
Vengeance  for  the  murder  would  have  resounded 
through  every  State  and  family;  and  would 'we 
not  have  declared  against  her  ?  That  it  was  ex- 
actly as  Napoleon  treated  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  that  we  inust  resist  him  by  force?  Had  it 
have  been  believed  that  a  French  Consul  inter- 
posed in  our  elections,  he  would  have  been  kicked 
out  of  the  country,  and  told  we  wanted  none  of 
his  ffaternixiog. 

I  will  now  notice  a  newspaper  which  was 
known  to  be  edited  by  a  foreigner,  and  one  who 
declared  be  never  would  become  a  citizen.    The 
editor  made  a  great  noise  in  the  country  by  the 
number  of  papers  which  he  circulated,  and  by  his 
having  been  fined,  in  a  State  court,  five  thousand 
dollars  for  a  libel,  which  he  tried  to  make  the  peo- 
ple believe  was  wrong — I  mean  Peter  Porcupine. 
Suppose  that  he  had  been  a  Frenchman,  avowed 
openly  his  determination  to  remain  a  subject  of 
France,and  that  in  bis  paper  he  constantly  abused 
the  Federal  partv  and  called  them  the  £ogli«h 
faction.     That  the  second  man  the  nation  ever 
produced  was  dead  before  the  paper  was  establish- 
ed, the  venerable  Franklin;  that  he  abused  him 
in  his  grave,  and  endeavored  to  bring  his  name 
into  contempt  by  ridicule,  nay,  be  called  him  no- 
thing but  old  lightning-rod.  That  he  had  advised 
the  Democrats  to  put  on   the  black  cockade, 
(which  they  did,)  and  all  that  would  not  put  it 
on,  ought  to  be  considered  inimical  to  the  coun- 
try.    That  he  constantly  declared  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  Napole^^n  to  be  the  best  in  tha  world ',  aiid 
that  this  paper,  which  it  Is  believed  never  had  its 
equal  forseandalous  publications,  was  supported,  by 
the  party  then  in  power,  the  Democrats.    Would 
there  not  have  been  as  good  ground  to  talk  about 
French  influence  as  any  which  has  been  stated  ? 
Again:  suppose,  about  this  time,  it  had  been  said 
by  an  influential  Democrat,  that  the  Constitution 
was  good  for  nothing;  that  parchment  Constitu- 
tions would  not  do  ;  that  one  ought  to  be  made 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  that  no  Government 
would  last  which  was  not  sealed  with  blood ;  and 
about  the  same  time  a  publication  appeared  in  a 
Democratic  newspaper  in  favor  of  fixing  a  dynas- 
ty to  govern  the  nation  from  their  own  party} 
and  in  another,  one  favoring  a  division  of  the 
Slates.    Could  not  those  wbonow  think  they  see 
French  influence  in  everything  which  is  done, 
have  easily  suspected  that  all  this  was  connected 
with  French  intrigue?    That  the  Constitution 
had  been  considered  almost  unlimited  in  their 
hands*  under  a  ckuse  which  was  not  intended  lo 


give  any  power,  and  that  under  it  a  sedition  law 
was  passed  to  operate  only  on  the  Federal  party, 
by  which  the  editors  of  the  ablest  Federal  news- 
papefs  and  others  were  punished  for  publications 
defending  their  opinions ;  and  that  every  Feder- 
alist, j»o  matter  what  his  Revolutionary  services 
may  have  been  or  his  qualifications  and  respecta* 
bility.  was  turned  out  of  office,  because  they  were 
Federal,  and  that  was  their  only  fault.  Would 
not  these  doings  have  furnished  some  ground  to 
suspect  that  it  was  tinged  with  French  Demo- 
cracy ? 

It  is  worth  while  to  examine  what  causes  are 
most  likely  to  give  one  nation  inflaence  with  an- 
other, and  how  far  they  nniy  support  the  opinion 
of  the  great  influence  which  France  is  suspected 
(o  haire  in  this  country.  Language  may  be  con- 
sidered the  first — people  who  speak  the  same, 
cannot  easily  believe  tnat  those  with  whom  they 
talk  in  their  own  tongue  can  be  foreigners ;  they 
intermix  in  company  wiihout  any  difficulty,  and 
without  knowing  or  thinking  that  they. live  in 
different  countries:  the  Freneh  having  been  the 
language  of  most  of  the  Courts  of  Europe,  has  un- 
doubtedly been  a  ineans  in  aiding  them  to  get  the 
secrets  of  other  Goyernmenta,  and  of  overrunning 
so  many  countries.  I  have  long  regretted  that  so 
many  of  our  people  were  anxioua  to  learn  French, 
I  hope  it  will  never  be  naturalized  in  the  United 
States*  We  have  difficulties  enough  to  encoun- 
ter by  speaking  the  same  language  with  her  rival: 
the  inconvenience  of  both  speaking  the  same  was 
felt  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  gave  rise, 
as  I  have  heard,  to  a  conversation  between  a  Mr. 
Ellery  of  Rbode  Island,  and  a  friend  of  his.  The 
friend  thought  it  would  be  advisable  for  us.  to 
learn  Greex,  and  make  it  a  national  language ; 
ii(r.  E.  replied,  that  as  we  had  declared  indepen- 
dence, he  could  not  consent  to  give  up  any  part 
of  it,  not  even  the  language,  but  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  compel  the  Eaglish  to  speak  Greek.  The 
sameness  of  language  must  give  the  British  an 
influence  in  this  country,  which  no  other  nation 
can  possess.  Marriages  identify  the  people  of 
different  countries — in  the  United  States  more 
British  subjects  marry  than  the  subjects  of  any 
other  Power.  Commerce  between  countries— 
where  people  of  both  join  the  same  company ; 
and  more  of  such  companies  are  formed  between 
the  Americans  and  English  than  the  Americana 
and  any  other  people.  Secret  service  moneys- 
England  and  France  both  have  the  character  of 
knowing  how  to  use  it  to  advantage;  It  would 
seem  that  it  was  necessary  for  people  to  be  able 
to  ulk  together  to  carry  on  the  nefarious  bargains 
and  doings  which  grow  out  of  this  fund.  The 
sameness  of  language  aflbrds  England  opportuni- 
ties for  intrigue  in  this  country,  which  no  nation 
ever  did  or  will  have;  they,  Franoe  and  Eng- 
land, are  both  willing  enough  to  have  such  men 
as  Henry  amongst  us;  and  if  France  had  sent 
him,  we  should  have  heard  ten  timesas  much  about 
him  in  this  debate  as  we  have;  his  communica- 
tion would  then  have  been  a  good  bargain  at 
twice  the  sum  whiish  is  stated  to  have  been  given 
for  it;  what  sum  was  acitualiy  given  I  do  not 
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know,  bat  if  it  was  6fty  thousand  dollars,  as  sta- 
ted, I  am  coQteDt.  Places  of  amusement— the 
Slays  and  players  of  our  theatres  are  generally 
<nglisb,  and  almost  everything  connected  witn 
them  tends  to  give  us  a  |^od  opinion  of  an  Eng- 
lishman, and  a  bad  opinion  of  a  Frenchman; 
everything  there  makes  the  Englishman  the  de* 
light  of  the  company,  and  the  Frenchmen  Che  con- 
tempt of  it.  And  doyoo  not  recollect,  sir,  (Mr. 
Nelbon  was  in  the  Chair,)  if  you  do  not,  your 
venerable  and  respectable  father  wonld,  was  be 
living,  that,  when  we  were  boys,  the  old  men 
took  great  delight  in  telling  us  tnat  one  Bnglish- 
man  could  -beat  three  Frenchmen  at  sea,  and  two 
on  land;  nay,  we  were  taught  to  consider  the 
French  the  meanest  people  in  the  world,  and  to 
confirm  it  Were  told  they  eat  frogs;  and  the  £ng^ 
lish  the  greatest,  and  were  told  they  lived  on  roast- 
beef  and  pudding.  Our  early  prejudices  were  all 
enlisted  against  France — and  everybody  kirows 
they  are  not  readily  got  clear  of. 

It  must  appear  strange  to  the  people,  that  in 
this  debate  the  justice  of  the  war  should  have 
been  qoestiooedi  after  so  many  useless  attempts 
on  ourjMirt  to  settle  every  dispute  we  had  with 
England  by  negotiation,  not  one  of  which  origi- 
nated in  any  wrong  we  bad  done.  We  had  acted 
honestly  and  fairly  to  all  nations;  our  forbear- 
ance had  been  so  ffreat,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  said,  some  time  past,  that  the  then 
majority  cpuld  not  be  kicked  into  war ;  and  bow 
often  has  it  been  declared  in  this  House,  by  men 
of  both  parties,  that  we  had  just  cause  of  war 
against  Great  Britain  and  France  both,  and  that 
war  ought  to  be  preferred  to  any  restrictive  sys- 
tem ;  and  now  that  we  are  at  war.  it  seems  that 
anything  would  be  better  than  war!  The  restric- 
tive system  would  have  produced  the  desired  ef- 
fect, bad  it  been  coniinned  and  enforced  ;  and  our 
long  forbearance  and  apxiety  to  live  in  peace  bad 
na  other  efiect  than  to  produce  new  insults  and 
new  wronffs. 

While  I  think  of  it  I  will  state  a  fact  to  the 
Committee,  which  is  this,  that  as  faras  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  naturalized  citizens  in  North  Caro- 
lina, they  almost  all  agree  in  politics  with  my 
colleague,  (Mr.  Pearson,)  thongh  some  of  them 
are  among  the  number  of  my  friends.  He  ap- 
pears not  to  be  friendly  to  naturalization,  and  I 
am  willing  to  conthine  the  law  as  it  is.  This 
fact  proves  the  sincerity  of  us  both. 

1  must  refurn  to  Porcupine's  paper,  which,  as 
well  as  I  now  recollect,  never  contained  a  sen- 
tence in  favor  of  the  Revolution,  or  much  In 
praisa  of  the  Constitution,  if  it  was  praised  at  all ; 
no  outrage  was  committed  which  it  did  not  ap- 

grobatc ;  a  few  of  the  outrages  of  that  time  shall 
e  stated:  The  Rogue's  March  was  played  under 
the  window  of  the  man  who  drew  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  The  man  who  first  took 
np  arms  after  the  fall  of  Charleston,  and  whose 
body  had  been  almost  riddled  In  defence  of  hi^ 
country,  was  a  member  of  Congress,  ai^d  was  in- 
sulted at  the  circus.  Another  member,  of  no  com- 
mon cast  of  mind,  was  insulted  at  the  theatre;  a 
man*  who  will  do  his  duty  in  whatever  situation 


I  be  may  be  placed.  Another,  returning  home  with 
his  family,  was  insulted  and  almost  mobbed ;  he 
is  now  one  of  the  Cabinet,  mentioned  by  the  g^en- 
tieman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  dONcr.)  If  I 
was  not  almost  exhausted  I  would  giwe  some  of 
the  details  of  these  then  fashionable  transactions. 
1  will  only  add,  it  was  nothing  in  those  days  for 
a  few  men  to  whip  a  primer  whose  publications 
they  did  not  like.  All  these  outrages  and  viola- 
tions of  law,  it  is  believed,  were  not  only  approved 
by  the  editor  of  the  before-named  paper,  but  other 
Federal  papers  also.  This  same  editor  claimed 
to  httve  more  subscribers  fbr  his  paper  than  any 
other  editor  in  the  Union.  And  after  he  returned 
to  Europe,  he  wrote  and  published  about  some  of 
his  former  supporters.  Had  this  have  been  a 
French'  editor,  and  acted  toward  the  Federal 
party  as  be  did  toward  the  Republican,  and  the 
subscribers  to  his  paper  Republicans,  could  not 
those  who  look  at  everything  now  done  to  find 
S'rench  influence,  have  bad  as  good  a  field  to 
hunt  in  as  any  they  have  yet  found  ?  At  the  very 
time  these  events  took  pla<ie,  the  majority  talked 
as  cnuch  about  French  influence  as  the  minority 
now  doesj  they  had  clues,  tub-plots,  ocean  mas- 
sacres, and  a  hundred  other  equally  ridiculous 
4nd  unfounded  tales,  which  circulated  for  a  day. 
r  have  mentioned  these  things  not  with  an  intent 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  man  living,  but  with 
a  view  of  trying  to  persuade  those  who  talk  so 
much  about  French  influence  to  look  at  both 
sides  of  the  qnestion  about  foreign  influence;  and 
if  they  will  I  hope  we  shall  never  hear  of  it  again 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  Genet,  when  he  was  Minister  of  France, 
began  to  intrigue,  for  which  he  was  dismissed. 
Mr.  Liston,  when  he  was  Minister  of  England, 
began  the  same  work,  for  which  he  was  not  dis- 
missed. If  the  Republicans  had  then  been  in 
power,  and  Liston  a  French  Minister,  could  not 
a  strict  examination  of  the  documents  have  placed 
it  as  easily  as  many  other  acts  have  been  to 
French  influence? 

While  all  these  things  were  doing,  and  many 
others  quite  as  strange,  the  gentlemen  call  them- 
pelves  the  followers  of  General  WABHiiroTOif .  If 
they  be  truly  his  followers,  they  ought  to  adhere 
to  his  principles  and  attend  to  his  last  advice. 
Every  act  of  his  wen(  to  perpetuate  the  Union 
and  to  attach  the  States  to  each  other.  I  fear  the 
sentiments  contained  in  his  farewell  address  to 
the  nation  are  getting  out  of  fashion  with  those 
who  claim  to  be  bis  exclusive  followers ;  or  why 
do  we  hear  within  these  walls,  the  foundation  of 
which  he  laid  fbr  union,  union,  union;  disunion 
spoken  of,  "  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we 
must;"  and  why  listen  to  idle  aiid  unfounded  tales 
about  foreign  influence,  which  can  never  injure 
us  as  long  as  we  stick  to  the  old  maxim — united 
we  stand,  divided  we  fallf  Straws  show  which 
way  the  wind  blows  I  What  has  become  of  the 
newspaper  called  the  Washington  Federalist? 
The  name  was,  I  have  understood,  changed  to  the 
Independent  American;  out  of  that,  i  believe, 
was  raised   the  Federal   Republican — ^all   good 

*  names;  but  why  lose  the  name  of  Washington  to 
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a  paper  sapported  by  his  exclusive  followers? 
And  this  is  the  first  time  to  my  recollection  that 
ihey  have  adopted  Republican  in  their  calendar. 

I  have  heard  that  Federalism  is  not  now  the 
same  that  it  was  when  Mr.  Adams  was  Presi- 
dent :  we  shall  know  more  about  this  if  ever  they 
get  into  power  again;  be  this  as  it  may,  every 
man  has  a  right  to  change  his  opinion ;  it  is  a 
right  which  no  Government  can  take  from  him, 
and  when  convinced  that  he  is  Wrong,  it  is  his 
duty  to  change.  But  I  had  thought,  when  Mr. 
Adams  was  President,  we  were  told  that  he  fol- 
lowed the  plan  of  General  Washington,  and  that 
he  was  then  a  favorite  with  the  party  who  elect- 
ed him,  but  a  great  change  has  taken  place  in 
regard  to  him.  I  always  thought  him  an  honest 
man,  and  I  think  so  still.  After  Mr.  Adams  got 
out  of  fashion.  Colonel  Burr  became  so  great  a 
favorite  with  the  Federal  gentlemen  who  were 
then  in  Congress,  that  they  voted  thirty-five  times 
for  him  to  be  President,  when  they  must  have 
known  that  not  one  elector  who  voted  for  him 
intended  him  for  President.  Afterwards,  Mr. 
Madison  was  a  favorite  ;  but,  after  the  refusal  of 
the  British  Government  to  ratify  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  Mr.  Erskine,  they  examined 
the  matter,  and  discovered  he  had  not  done  right, 
and  hegotoutof  fashion.  Then  the  late  worthy  and 
venerable  Vice  President  and  Colonel  Monroe  be- 
came favorites.  Colonel  Monroe  got  out  of  fashion 
about  the  time  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
State ;  and,  lastly,  Mr.  De  Witt  Clinton  became 
a  favorite.  I  hope  he  will  not  be  injured  by  it, 
but  he  seems  to  be  losing  ground,  as  we  have 
been  told,  it  was  not  his  merit  that  induced  the 
Federalists  to  support  him  for  President,  but  the 
demerit  of  Mr.  Madison.  This  does  not  appear 
to  be  a  good  reason,  because  they  might  have  se- 
lected a  man  from  their  own  party^  who  they 
thought  had  merit.  But  all  these  things  may  be 
the  doings  of  those  who,  a  former  member  of  this 
House  called  ultra  Federalists;  and  it  will  be 
recollected  that  all  these  men  became  favorites, 
on  the  old  doctrine  ofj  "divide  and  conquer;'* 
and  it  ousht  not  to  be  forgotten  that,  when 
Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  Davie  returned  from 
France^  their  political  friends  were  a  little  shv 
of  them ;  indeed,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
Messrs.  Jay,  King,  Wolcott,  and  Dexter,  should 
not  much  longer  be  favorites.  If  we  may  judge 
from  the  public  prints,  Commodore  Rodders  is  no 
longer  one,  though  he,  like  the  others,  is  under- 
stood to  be  a  Federalist;  but  these  men  will  never 
say,  *rpeaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must.'' 
1  would  really  thank  any  gentleman  to  tell  me 
what  is  now  meant  by  the  party  name,  Fed- 
eralist. 

It  is  a  fact  on  record,  that  General  Washington 
did  not  approve  of  self-created  societies,  and  I 
have  understood  that  some  of  the  people  who 
claim  to  be  his  exclusive  followers,  have  their 
self-created  Washington  Benevolent  Societies, 
wherever  they  can  establish  them,  and  that  they 
are  political  societies,  and  they  were  intended  to 
oppose  some  other  society;  perhaps  the  Tamma- 
ny.   This  could  not  justify  the  proceeding.    As 


to  myself,  I  do  not  care  if  there  was  one  in  every 
three  miles  square  in  the  nation,  so  that  I  am  left 
free  not  to  be  a  member. 

We  naturalize,  without  hearing  a  complaint 
from  any  quarter,  emigrants  from  Great  Britain, 
of  every  trade  and  profession,  merchants,  law- 
yers, doctors,  and  even  divines;  to  which  may  be 
added  tradesmen  and  mechanics;  they  all  go 
where'  the^  please,  live  among  us,  and  take  part 
in  the  politics  of  the  day.  If  foreign  influence 
could  be  introduced  into  the  country  by  natural- 
izing, we  should  have  more  of  British  than  of 
French;  but  naturalizing  seems  well  enough  for 
everybody  but  a  sailor,  but  do  not  permit  him  to 
become  a  citizen ;  he  will  be  in  the  way  of  na- 
tive sailors,  ^ho  want  encouragement;  besides, 
we  know  that  Great  Britain  will  impress  him, 
and  we  know  as  well,  when  her  officers  want 
men,  they  care  not  whether  they  are  American 
or  English.  The  native  American  has  never 
complained  that  the  naturalizing  of  foreigner^  of 
his  trade  or  profession,  injured  him ;  nor  has  a 
complaint  been  heard  from  a  native  seaman 
against  naturalizing  foreign  sailors ;  and  we 
have  had  experience  enough  to  know  that  our 
merchants  could  complain,  and  complain  almost 
against  their  own  complaint.  Let  their  property 
be  captured,  or  expected  to  be  captured,  under  a 
new  order  in' France  or  England,  and  more  com- 
plaints will  be  made  about  it,  than  the  impressing 
of  a  dozen  citizens.  The  situation  of  the  mer- 
chant, when  plundered,  is  bad  enough,  but  his 
property  is  not*  taken  away,  without  a  trial  of 
some  sort  before  a  judge  learned  in  the  law,  whose 
duty  it  ought  to  be  to  decide  according  to  law; 
he  also  employs  lawyers  to  have  justice  done  him. 
Not  so  with  tne  sailor;  when  impressed,  there  is 
no  learned  judge  to  decide  his  case,  or  lawyer  to 
have  justice  dune;  force  is  law  to  him,  and.  his 
oppressor  judge ;  he  is  put  on  board  ships,  and 
compelled  to  nght  battles,  in  which  neither  he  or 
his  country  have  any  concern:  deprived  of  the* 
right  to  complain  or  petition ;  he  is  poor,  friend- 
less— Great  God  I  can  it  be  possible,  that  we  shall 
yield  the  point  of  impriessment,  for  the  sake  of 
carrying  on  a  little  trifling  trade  by  hook  or  by 
crook! 

All  agree  that  we  ouffht  to  fisht  for  the  rights 
of  native  seamen,  and  all  agree  that  some  of  them 
have  been  impressed;  why  not  all,  then,  join, 
heart  in  hand,  to  maintain  their  rights?  Is  it  be- 
cause the  British  officers  impress  from  our  ves« 
sels  others  besides  natives?  This  cannot  lessen 
their  just  claim  to  the  protection  of  their  coun- 
try. We  have,  however,  been  told  that  only 
ninety-three  persons  were  impressed  in  one  year 
from  American  vessels;  if  only  three  of  them 
had  been  the  sons  of  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Emott) 
who  gave  the  information,  I  ask,  would  he  have 
been  contented  with  the  long  investigation  of 
documents,  to  ascertain  if  any  of  the  diplomatic 
meanders  turned  towards  French  influence?  No, 
sir,  be  would  not;  he  would  have  demanded  or 
the  National  Government  to  have  his  children 
restored  to  his  arms;  he  could  demand  this  in  a 
way  to  be  heard*    Fair  different  is  the  case  with 
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these  uofortunate  parents,  who  hare  had  their 
80D8  impressed ;  they  are  too  poor  and  friendless 
to  he  heard  ;  the  rights  of  the  nation  may  be  aban- 
doned by  little  and  little,  antil  none  be  left ;  ex- 
actly as  you  may  take  a  cent  at  a  lime  from  one 
thousand  dollars,  until  none  be  left.  All  must 
determine  to  protect  American  seamen  on  board 
American  vessels,  or  not  hereafter  pretend  to 
claim  any  jurisdiction  over  the  vessels  when  they 
are  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates.  If  a 
single  citizen  should  be  impressed  on  American 
land,  the  whole  nation  would  be  in  a  flame  $  the 
right  to  protection  is  the  same,  whether  on  Ame- 
rican land  or  an  Amercan  vessel. 

It  has  been  said,  that  we  do  not  act  justly ; 
that  we  encourage  British  seamen  to  run  away, 
because  we  do  not  apprehend  them  and  send  them 
back,  when  tbey  have  run  away  from  their  ves- 
sels; they  run  away  before  our  people  see  them, 
of  course  there  is  no  encouragement  to  the  run- 
ning away.  As  to  the  sending  them  back,  we 
are  not  bound  to  do  it ;  and  if  it  depended  on  me 
one  should  never  be  sent  back,  until  the  Britinh 
cea<$ed  impressing  and  plundering  our  citizens, 
and  I  would  agree  that  every  man  who  engaged 
in  the  war  on  our  side  should  have  the  right  to  be 
naturalized,  though  be  fled  from  British  naval 
tyranny. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  while  we  hear  not  a  word 
said  to  justify  England  for  irp pressing  and  plun- 
dering the  people  of  the  United  States,' that  so 
much  should  have  been  said  to  prove  that  we 
ought  not  to  have  gone  to  war  with  her,  and  that 
we  were  wrong  in  doing  so.  This  is  the  best 
way  that  could  have  been  devised  to  keep  her 
aggressions  out  of  view ;  not  to  say  a  word  about 
them,  and  talk  a  great  deal  about  the  hardships 
of  war,  and  the  taxes  which  must  be  imposed  to 
carry  it  on,  winding  up  all  their  lamentations  for 
the  slate  of  the  country,  with,  if  it  was  not  for 
the  war,  a  little  trade  could  be  carried  on.  Im- 
pressment, then,  is  a  mere  trifle,  compared  with 
this  trade,  and  it  may  be  that  Great  Britain  un- 
derstands it  so.  and  is  willing  to  gratify  us  with 
this  trade  for  kin-sake,  as  long  as  we  are  content- 
ed to  be  impressed  for  kin-sake.  The  citizens 
who  are  impressed  would  tell  her,  if  telling  would 
release  them,  that  nations  are  no  kin. 

This  surely  has  been  the  most  unfortunate 
Oovernment  from  its  establishment  to  the  present 
time  that  ever  existed ;  almost  eveything  that  has 
been  done  is  wrong :  It  was  wrong  to  fix  ihe  seat  of 
Qovernment  here;  it  was  wrons:  to  place  this 
House  and  the  houses  for  the  offices  so  far  from 
each  other ;  it  was  wrong  to  give  paper  protec- 
tions to  American  seamen ;  it  was  wrong  co  have 
a  little  mercy  in  the  revenue  laws;  it  was  wrong 
to  repeal  the  internal  taxes;  I  believe  that  was 
called  oppression — though  I  am  no  prophet,  I  ven- 
ture to  predict,  that  to  lay  them  to  carry  the  war 
on  will  be  wrong  also ;  to  take  Canada  would  be 
wrong; — indeed  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any- 
thing which  has  been  done  right, according  to  the 
modern  Federal  creed.  How  are  we  to  gel  things 
riehi  ?  Give  up  the  Chajr  you  are  in  to  one,  the 
White  House  to  another,  and  they  will  soon  give 


you  a  sedition  law  which  will  put  all  right.  The 
great  discovery  which  these  gentlemen  have  made, 
that  so  much  has  been  wrong  under  every  admin- 
istration, would  surprise  the  people,  were  they 
not  this  moment  astonished  at  the  discovery  of 
perpetunl  motion  bv  Redhefier — two  such  great 
discoveries  must  add  vastly  to  the  character  of 
the  nation. 

The  attempt  to  take  Canada  is  so  wicked  that 
some  of  the  gentlemen  are  quite  alarmed  at  it. 
We  hear  of  the  unofiendiog  Canadians,  but  not 
of  the  unofiendini;  sailor;  atone  time  they  are 
the  most  unofi*ending  and  loyal  people  in  the 
world^  at  another  they  are  French,  and  not  fit  to 
be  united  in  our  Government.  We  hare  heard 
much  of  the  same  sort  formerly  said  aboat  the 
people  of  Louisiana,  and  they  have  become  a 
State,  without  any  trouble  to  themselves  or  the 
Union.  What  has  become  of  that  high  Federal 
spirit  which  disdained  to  buy  Louisiana?  where 
is  it  when  Canada  is  mentioned  1  The  Federal- 
ism which  desired  to  conquer  Louisiana  and 
keep  it  by  force  of  arms,  is  changed  when  Canada 
is  the  question.  The  outrageous  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  is  as  much  worse  than  that  of  Spain,  as 
her  impressment  and  plundering  were  worse  than 
the  refusal  of  the  right  of  deposite.  For  one,  I  am 
willing  to  have  Canada  and  Florida,  and  have 
them  you  mu>t  before  many  years.  The  situa- 
tion of  Mobile  is  such  as  to  compel  you  before 
very  long  to  take  possession  of  it.  Canada  and 
Florida  would  rid  us  of  bad  neighbors,  and  make 
us  more  happy. 

It  has  been  said  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Sheffey)  that  it  was  a  favor  conferred  on 
a  tailor  to  be  naturalized  by  England,  because 
then  he  had  a  right  to  go  on  board  her  vessels ;  I 
really  wish  the  gentleman  would  tell  me  whether 
he  everiieard  that  an  American  sailor  had  applied 
for  the  favor;  sad  experience  has  taught  him 
that  he  can  get  on  board  some  of  her  vessels  with- 
out being  naturalized  and  without  his  consent. 
If  it  be  a  favor  to  be  naturalized  there,  it  is  no  favor 
here  where  there  is  no  authority  to  get  him  oa 
board  without  his  consent.  Though  we  have 
this  day  for  the  first  time  heard  it  said  bv  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Bmott.)  if  we 
mean  to  be  a  maritime  nation,  we  sliall  have  to 
come  to  impressment  or  something  like  it,  I  hope 
he  is  mistaken,  and  that  there  never  will  be  an 
authority  in  this  Government  to  impress  the  citi- 
zens into  its  service.  I  have  long  expected  that 
the  navy  men  would  some  day  or  other  think  and 
talk  of  impressment,  and  it  has  been  an  obiectioa 
with  me  to  the  building  of  a  navy.  The  dinereoce 
of  the  situation  between  an  American  and  Brit- 
ish sailor  is  beyond  all  comparison. 

The  same  ffentleman  told  us,  what  he  had  be- 
fore told  U5,  that  the  Canadians  were  not  fit  for 
our  Government.  From  the  observation, I  suppose 
he  meant  those  who  may  be  called  French  Cana- 
dians; r  have  so  often  heard  this  asserted  of  them 
and  the  Louisianians,  that  fatigued  as  I  am — 
though  I  do  not  believe  that  the  blood  of  one  na- 
tion is  better  than  that  of  another — I  must  say, 
that  the  English  was  scarcely  a  second  rate  Power 
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before  WilliatD  the  Conqueror ;  asd  that  from  his 
time  they  have  been  a  first  rate  one.  In  truth,  the 
liberty  which  that  nation  has  enjoyed,  is  owing 
to  th«  descendants  of  the  Norman  barons. 

The  gentleman  also  told  us,  that  the  army 
might  turn  their  arms  against  the  country^  It  is 
possible  that  this  may  be  done,  though  1  do  not 
believe  that  it  will.  This  is  however  going  on 
the  ground,  that  there  is  no  patriotism  in  the  ofB- 
cers  or  privates.  I  see  men  who  were  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army ;  I  ask  them  if  there  was  no  pa- 
triotism amonff  them  ?  It  was  to  be  found  in 
every  grade.  The  Pennsylvania  line  was  once, 
during  the  war^  highly  agitated.  At  that  very 
time  they  convinced  the  world  that  there  was 
patriotism  in  the  ranks;  they  convinced  the  emis- 
saries who  got  among  it,  as  well  as  everybody 
else ;  and  what  might  now  be  thought  strange  by 
some  people,  there  was  a  good  ma^y  Irish  in  it. 
They  neither  thought  of  turning  their  arms  against 
the  country  or  of  joining  the  enemy ;  thev  wanted 
only  the  pay  which  was  due  them.  Tne  New- 
burg  letters  have  been  alluded  to  in  the  debate. 
Does  the  conduct  of  the  army  at  that  time  fur- 
nish a  fact  on  which  to  ground  an  opinion,  that 
it  would  have  turned  its  arms  against  the  coun- 
try it  had  defended,  and  the  independence  it  had 
maintained?  The,  case  of  Andre  proves,  that 
it  is  not  necessary  for  men  to  be  rich,  to  be  patri- 
otic ;  every  effort  which  was  made  to  induce  the 
honest  and  patriotic  farmers  to  let  him  go,  was 
an  inducement  to  them  not  to  let  him  go.  The 
argument  that  the  army  might  turn  their  arms 
agaiust  the  country,  is  no  stronger  against  the 
present  army  than  it  would  be  against  any  other, 
and  ends  in  this;  that  we  must  never  maintain 
our  rii^hts  by  force  agaiost  foreign  nations,  because 
the  army  which  maintains  them  may  turn  their 
arms  against  their  own  country.  Oaiy  settle  this 
point,  that  you  will  not  defend  your  rights  by  an 
army,  and  England  and  France  will  immedi- 
ately make  more  free  with  our  people  and  pro- 
perty than  they  have  done.  The  officers  to  this 
army  have  not  been  appointed  by  the  same  rule, 
by  which  those  for  the  army  of  1798  were.  In 
the  present,  men  of  every  political  opinion  have 
been  appointed.  In  that^  no  one  who  was  not  be- 
lieved to  be  of  the  ruling  party  was  appointed.  It 
would  seem  from  this  that  there  was  not  the  same 
reason  to  apprehend  danger  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people  from  this  army  as  there  was  from  that.  It 
was  about  that  time  declared  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  no  Administration  ought 
ever  to  appoint  a  man  to  office  who  did  not  agree 
with  it  in  politics.  I  then  thought  the  doctrine 
wrong,  and  think  so  still.  This  is  not  a  question 
about  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  No  man 
is  more  opposed  to  one  than  I  am  in  time  of  peace ; 
and  whenever  it  shall  eome,  if  i  should  then  have 
a  seat  in  the  House,  I  shall  be  willing  to  reduce 
the  number  to  as  few  as  any  other  member.  But 
we  are  at  war,  and  that  war  ought  to  be  car 
ried  on  by  regular  soldiers :  if  you  attempt  to 
carry  it  on  by  militia,  and  it  should  la^t  a  few 
years,  you  will  destroy  the  agriculture  of  the 
country, Nand  that  would  be  wrong.  This  war  is 
I2th  Con.  2d  Sew.— 25 


like  everything  else  which  has  been  done — to  be- 
gin it  was  wrong,  to  continue  it  was  wrong,  to 
make  a  bad  treaty  to  get  peace  will  undoubtedly 
be  wrong ;  and'can  we  expect  a  fair  and  equal  one 
without  we  are  in  a  situation  to  enforce  our 
rights?  We  have  been  told  that  the  Adminis- 
tration ought  to  insist  that  Great  Britain  should 
abandon  impressment — insist  how  ?  not  on  paper, 
because  that  had  been  snfficiently  tried  before  the . 
war.  To  insist  with  effect,  must  be  by  force. 
Only  let  a  treaty  be  made,  in  whteh  the  rights  of 
the  nation  shall  not  be  secured,  and  you  wilt  then  « 
hear  a  noise  about  wrongs.  The  war  is  not  ap- 
proved by  the  people.  There  is  no  fact  to  prove 
this  within  my  knowledge.  The  President,  un- 
der whose  administration  it  was  determined  to 
defend  our  riffhts'by  force,  has,  it  is  believed,  been 
rie-elected.  After  all,  I/verily  believe,  had  the 
gentlemen 'been  in  the  majority  they  would  have 
voted  for  war.  I  could  lay  my  band  on  him 
who  is  too  magnanimous  to  deny  it. 

The  gentleman  commented  very  largely  on  an 
expression  used  by  me  some  time  past  respecting 
the  patriotism  of  the  people  of  the  Western  coun- 
try. I  repeat  it  again,  that  the  patriotism  of  the 
Western  country  was  never  surpassed  by  Greece 
or  Rome  in  their  best  davs.  The  gentleman  him« 
self  did  not  deny  it,  in  his  eloquent  argument  to 
prove  that  we  ought  not  to  conquer  the  world. 
There  is  no  danger  of  our  attempting  it,  if  we  can** 
not  get  men  or  money  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
the  nation.  I  have  no  more  desire  than  theffea* 
tleman  himself  to  conquer  the  world,  though  f  am 
willing  to  get  clear  of  a  bad  neighbor  or  two,  by 
adding  Canada  and  Florida  to  .the  United  States* 

The  gentleman^also  told  us,  that  as  long  as  we 
remained  free,  we  should'  be  feeble.  I  never  heard 
before  that  freedom  made  a  people  feeble.  This 
is  the  strangest  of  the  strange  things  which  I  have 
heard  daring  this  debate.  I  bad  thought  that  the 
little  freedom  which  Englaod  enjoyed  had  made 
her  a  full  match  for  France;  that  it  Wat  the 
freedom  of  Holland,  Venice,  and  Genoa,  which 
made  them  able  for  so  many  years  to  maiotain  and 
defend  th€ir  rights  ;^the  Greeks  and  the  Romans 
were  not  feeble  when  free.  I  had  thought  that  the 
strength  of  the  nation  depended  fn  a  great  meas- 
ure on  its  freedom,  when  the  governors  had  en- 
ergy enough  to  bring  its  resources  into  oneration. 

He,  like  many  others,  told  us  that  England 
would  have  accommodated.  Neither  he  nor  any 
one  else  has  proposed  to  offer  her  more  than  has 
been  offered,  and  which  she  sarcastically  refused. 
It  would  require  a  Redheffer  to  discover  what 
project  could  have  been  offered  without  yielding 
the  point  in  contest.  No  accommodation  could 
be  more  agreeable  to  her  than  her  system  of  im- 
pressment and  plundetr.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to 
notice  more  of  the  gentleman's  observations, 
though  I  had  intended  to  do  it. 

The  idea  of  possessing  Canada  appears  to 
alarm  some  of  the  gentlemen  as  much  as  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  world  would  be  at  an  end  last 
year  did  many  good  people ;  and  the  attempt  to 
fix  French  influence  on  the  Administration  is 
not  better  founded  than  the  old  tale  of  the  tub 
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plot,  and  if  a  ■crioos  charji^  could  be  made 
agaiost  it  we  should  uever  hear  of  this* 

If  we  mean  to  be  respected  as  a  nation  we 
must  determfne  never  to  relioquish  the  point  we 
are  DOW  con  tend  log  for.  Let  us  imitate  the  .ex- 
ample of  our  fathers,  who  determined  to  be  inde- 
pendent, and  not  to  think  of  peace  without  it. 
Let  us  determine  not  to  think  of  peace  until  the 
rights  of  American  seamen  are  secured,  and  let 
us  convince  England  and  France  that  we  can 
be  free,  united,  and  maintain  our  rights.  I  cannot, 
.sir,  finish  what  I  intended  to  say — I  must  sit 
down  or  sink  in  my  place — we  must  maintain 
the  f\fhta  we  are  contending  for,  or  the  nation 
will  sink ! 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

The  several  amendments  made  in  Cootimit- 
tea  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Mr.  Fitch  a^ain  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th 
section,  giving  the  President  exclusivelv  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  officers  under  the  ranK  of  field 
officers. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  aod  nays.  For  the  motion  34,  against  it  7i, 
as  follows : 

Ykas— John  Bskar,  Ab»ah  Bigelow,  Harraanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham«  Epaphroditos 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cook,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  HufW,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip 
B.  Key,  layman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Archibald 
McBryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
£liiha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  William  Redd, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Richard  Stanford, 
Silas  8tow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  Wikon. 

Nats — ^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
Bamett,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  WUIiam  A.  Burwell,  Wil« 
Ham  Butler,  Joim  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr.  Langdon 
Chevas,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  WilUam  Craw* 
fold,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  iose^  Desha,  Sam- 
uel Dinamoor,  Eliwi  Earle,  WiUiam  Findftey,  James 
Fisk,  Meahaek  Franklin,  Thomas  GUioUon,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall«  Jehn 
A.  Harper,  AylettHawas,  John  M»  Uyneman,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  WUIiam  B.  Kingr  Abner 
Lacock,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
George  C.  Maxwell,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Miti 
chill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickins, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  Ring- 

Kld,  Thomas  R.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
nathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Ssge,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  (George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup, 
Gharies  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiK 
liams,  William  Widgery,  ^md  Richard  Winn. 

And  the  bill  was  then  (half  past  six  o'clock) 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  with- 
out a  division. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


WBDMBBoar,  January  13. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Comoiittee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  ioi- 
pose  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  iron  wire; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Qholson,  fl'om  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
statements  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Federal 
Government  until  the  30th  of  September,  1813, 
with  an  account  of  expenditures  within  the  same 
period,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
24th  ultimo;  which  were  read. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ''giving  further  time 
for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the  Eastern  dis- 
trict of  the  Territorv  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louisiana,"  was^  reaJ  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Stow,  after  observing  that  it  was  the  peca- 
liar  province  of  this  House  to  provide  the  ways 
and  means  for  the  support  of  Govern ment,  and 
that  in  the  commencement  of  an  arduous  con- 
flict with  a  powerful  nation,  it  became  them  to 
lay  a  secure  foundation  for  its  adequate  support; 
offered  the  following  resolution^  with  a  view  to 
its  lyibg  on  the  table: 

Reaoivedj  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  prepare,  and  lay  before  this  Hoose, 
with  all  convenient  despatcbfl  sucb  bills  as  may  be  best 
calculated,  in  their  opinion,  for  providing,  with  cer- 
tainty, means  commensurate  with  the  national  expen- 
diture, and  to  preserve,  unimpaired,  instead  of  abaainf 
the  public  credit,  on  which  the  public  resources  so 
eminently  depend. 

The  House  haviog  agreed  to  consider  the  reao- 
lution — 

Mr.  CsEvas,  after  observing  that  the  subject 
of  taxation  had  not  been  agitated  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wave  and  Means,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, remarked,  that  be  should  fail  in  hi^i  duty  at 
this  time,  when  a  resolution  calculated  to  impair 
the  public  credit  was  introduced,  if  he  did  not 
couple  with  it  the  facts  connected  with  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  present  year.  It  would  be  re- 
membered tbat,  previous  to  the  declaration  of 
war,  the  House  had  passed  certain  resolutions, 
founded  on  a  detailed  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  MeanS)  accompanied  by  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  principle 
of  the  report  was,  that  a  revenue  adequate  to  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  and  to  defraying  the 
interest  of  the  old  debt)  as  well  as  the  new  debt 
to  be  created  within  that  year,  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided. This  principle,  however,  on  which  the 
war  was  commenced,  had  been  more  than  at- 
tained without  the  aia  of  additional  taxes,  which 
therefore  were  not  necessary  for  the  year  1813. 
Th^  revenue  for  the  year  1814  must  be  provided 
for  j  and  this  subject  might  be  acted  on  at  the 
present  seesion,  or  at  auch  session  as  might  be 


773 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


774 


Janoabt,  1813. 


Additional  MUilary  Fbrce* 


H.orR. 


thought  expedient  by  the  proper  authority.  He 
bad  risen,  he  sair),  merely  to  do  away  the  impres- 
flion  that  the  public  credit  would  suffer  in  the 
year  1813  from  the  omission  to  impose  taxes. 
His  opinion  was  that  the  sobiect  could  not  be  too 
soon  acted  on,  although  without  it  the  credit  of 
the  country  would  be  supported. 

Mr.  8tow  disclaimed  any  intention  to  impair 
the  public  credit.    He  bad  no  such  view. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MOUNTED  RANGERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbitkings,  the  House  took 
up  the  resolutions  moved  by  him  a  day  or  two 
since;  one  of  which  proposed  to  require  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
raising  twelve  companies  of  mounted  rangers; 
and  the  other,  to  inquire  into  the  proper  mode  of 
compensating  the  mounted  volunteers  who  had 
lateJv  eone  into  service. 
^  The  first  of  these  resolutions  biding  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  Williams  remarked,  that  the  act  author- 
izing the  raising  of  Mven  compaaiea  of  mounted 
rangers  would  not  expire  before  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  The  real  question, 
therefore,  was,  seven  having  been  already  pro- 
vided, woetber  five  additional  companies  were 
necessarr  Ibr  the  protection  of  the  Western  fron- 
tier? He  conceived  not;  and  more  especially, 
when,  by  the  bill  now  on  its  passage  through  this 
House,  twenty  regiments  were  proposed  to  be 
laised  for  precisely  the  term  which  was  contem- 
plated in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JsNNiNOS  said,  that  be  had  not  been  aware 
that  the  law  auihortzlnff  the  raising  seven  com- 
panies of  mounted  volunteers,  did  not  expire 
until  the  next  session.  But  the  gentleman  was 
mistaken  in  supposing  the  twelve  months'  infan- 
try would  answer  the  purpose  he  had  in  view. 
Mr.  J.  described  the  nature  of  the  service  on  the 
frontier,  the  rapidity  of  motion  which  was  neces- 
sary eitner  in  advancing  or  retreating.  By  the 
time  Spring  arrived,  Mr.  J.  said,  the  Indians 
would  pour  in  on  every  quarter  of  the  frontier^ 
and  other  force  was  necessary  to  protect  its  pop- 
ulation than  infantry. 

The  first  resolution  was  negatived,  «»  was  the 
second. 

The  third,  respecting  the  pay  of  the  moVuited 
volunteers*  was  agreed  to,  amended  as  follows: 

Remdved^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  compensating  the  militia  or  volun- 
teers who  may  have  been  called  out,  or  wboise 
aervices  may  have  been  accepted  by  the  Execu- 
tives of  either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the 
United  States. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITART  FORCE. 

The  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  passed  at  the 
last  session  "  to  raise  an  additional  military  force" 
— the  object  of  which  is  to  raise  twenty  regi- 
ments of  men  for  one  year,  if  deemed,  necessary 
by  the  President  to  the  public  service — was  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  question  stated,  **  Shall  the 
bill  pass  r' 


Mr.  CuTTs  spoke  in  reply  to  former  remarks 
of  Mr.  duiifOT,  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Kent. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  great  re- 
luctance I  rise  to  trouble  the  House  with  any 
remarks  of  mine,  at  a  time  when  their  patience 
must  be  so  completely  exhausted,  by  the  unusual 
length  of  the  debate  which  has  already  taken 
place  upon  the  subject  before  you.  The  bill  on 
your  table  proposes  to  raise  an  additional  military 
force  of  twenty  thousand  men,  and  it  has  been 
objected  to  on  account  of  its  expense,  and  the 
consequent  danger  growing  out  of  it  to  the  lib- 
erties of  our  country.  We  are,  sir,  in  a  state  of 
war;  and  what  is  evidently  the  course  which  we 
should  pursue  whilst  in  that  situation?  We 
should  advocate  and  support  such  measures  as 
are  calculated  to  bring  that  war,  justly  made  on 
our  part,  to  a  speedy,  honorable,  and  successful 
conclusion.  Viewing  the  bill  on  your  table  as  a 
measure  of  that  description,  I  shall  give  it  my 
support,  regardless,  of  that  additional  expense^ 
which  genUemen  so  emphatically  dwell  upon. 
Nay.  sir,  it  is  better  to  expend  the  thirty  millions 
of  dollars  (even  if  that  sum  was  necessary)  so 
repeatedly  spoken  of  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  as  the  cost  of  the  war  for  two  vears,  to 
accomplish  our  object,  than  to  expend  the  same 
sum  in  five  years,  even  if  we  could  eflfect  our 
object  with  equal  certainty. 

However  commendable  economy  may  be  in 
every  other  situation  of  life,  in  war  it  is  inadmis- 
sible; it  loses  its  character;  it  becomes  parsi- 
mony :  you  might  as  well  attempt  to  unite  pro- 
fusion and  avarice  as  war  and  economy.  All 
that  the  utmost  prudence  can  require  of  yon  when 
in  a  state  of  war,  is  to  make  your  means  ample ; 
lay  your  plans  well;  and  tothejudgmentandthe 
skill  in  these  particulars  only  can  you  look  for 
economy  or  for  savings;  for  the  want  of  an  in- 
considerable supply  of  men  or  money,  a  campaign 
might  prove  disastrous,  to  recover  which  would 
reouire  an  immense  sacrifice  of  blood  and  treasure. 

The  Army  has  been  represented  as  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  At  one  moment 
we  are  told  that,  when  it  shall  be  completed,  it 
will  be  unequal  to  the  conquest  of  a  fietty  prov- 
ince adjoining  us,  and  not  exceeding  in  popula* 
tion  the  State  of  Maryland ;  the  next  moment 
we  are  told  that  it  will  endanger  the  liberties  of 
seven  millions  of  freemen.  Arguments  thus  par- 
adoxical need  no  refutation.  Sir,  I  do  not  pre- 
tend  to  have  any  militar^r  experience,  and  I  am 
willing  to  concede  the  point  to  those  possessing 
it,  that  men  enlisted  for  three  or  five  years  are 
preferable  to  those  enlisted  for  one  year  as  pro- 
posed by  the  bill ;  yet  I  feel  confident  that  every 
.object  will  be  accomplished  by  this  bill  that  is 
intended.  It  is  not  proposed  to  rely  solely  on  an 
army  of  this  description  to  carry  on  the  war ;  yoa 
have  nearly  a  sufficient  military  force  authorized 
for  five  years,  and  you  want  the  men  to  be  raised 
by  this  bill  only  as  auxiliaries,  till  the  ranks  of 
that  army  can  be  filled.  With  these  observations 
on  the  bill  before  you,  I  shall  proceed  to  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  what  has  fallen  from  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House;  in  doing 
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which  I  shall  endeavor  to  confine  mvself  to  what 
has  not  been  noticed  by  others,  or,  if  attended  to, 
not  sufficiently  so. 

If  I  understood  an  honorable  ffentleman  from 
Connecticut  correctly,  who  addressed  you  the 
other  day,  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  he  said  we  were  con- 
tending for  the  employment  of  foreigners.  We 
contend,  sir,  for  nothing  which,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  we  are  not  entitled  to,  and  which  the 
laws  of  nations  do  not  guarantee  to  us.  What 
have  been  the  propositions  heretofore  made  by 
our  Qoyernment  to  Great  Britain  upon  this  sub- 
ject ?  I  find,  by  a  recurrence  to  the  correspond- 
ence of  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  with  that 
Government,  in  1806,  that  we  made  the  following 
propositions,  the  most  material  of  which  were 
omitted  yesterday  (not  intentionally  I  hope)  bv 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr,  Emott.) 
Here  Mr.  K.  read  the  following  proposals  from 
the  public  documents  of  1807  and  1808.  We 
offered — 

1.  To  affi)rd  no  refuge  or  protection  to  British 
seamen. 

2.  To  deliver  them  up  if  they  took  refuge 
amoDff  us. 

3.  To  make  laws  for  restoring  them. 

4.  To  aid  in  searching  for,  seizing,  and  restor- 
ing them. 

5.  To  keep  them  in  our  prisons  when  re- 
quested. 

6.  To  prohibit  our  citizens  from  carrying  them 
off. 

7.  To  prohibit  their  employment. 

8.  To  make  penal  laws  for  punishing  their  em- 
ployers. 

9.  To  make  it  our  duty  to  restore  them. 

10.  To  extend  the  foregoing  provisions,,  not 
only  to  deserters,  but  to  all  sea-faring  people. 

These  propositions  went  completely  to  secure 
to  Great  Britain  the  services  of  all  her  sea-faring 
subjects,  except  such  as  were  naturalized  under 
our  laws,  which  amounted  to  but  few,  indeed ; 
thirteen  hundred  British  seamen  only  having  been 
naturalized  since  the  commencement  of  our  Gpv- 
ernment,  and,  in  all  probability,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  our  seamen  have  been  naturalized  by  Great 
Britain  during  the  same  period.  Yet.  to  my  as- 
tonishment, nave  I  heard  it  stated,  auring  this 
debate,  that  our  Government  had  made  no  seri- 
ous propositions  to  secure  to  Great  Britain  the 
services  of  her  seamen* 

But  equitable  as  these  propositions  were,  they 
were  rejected.  Notwithstanding,  sir,  our  Gov- 
ernment, anxious  in  their  pursuit  after  peace, 
have  gone  still  further;  they  have,  through  our 
late  Charge  d'Affairs  in  London,  (Mr,  Russell,) 
proposed  to  Great  Britain  to  exclude  from  our 
naval  servic.e,  as  well  public  as  private,  all  her 
seamen,  including  those  which  may  hereafter  be 
naturalized,  and  notwithstanding  the  liberality 
and  justice  of  this  proposal,  it,  like  all  others,  has 
been  made  without  producing  the  desired  effect. 
And  what  more,  sir,  could  have  been  asked  of  us, 
required,  or  granted,  than  is  contained  in  these 
offers?  Nothing  more,  unless,  indeed,  they  had 
asked  for  our  independencCi  and,  yielding  to  the 


requisition,  we  had  granted  it.  When  an  Ame- 
rican  vessel  is  at  sea,  it  is  amenable  to  no  laws 
but  those  of  its  own  country  and  the  laws  of  na- 
tions ;  and  where,  in  either  of  these,  will  the  ad- 
vocates for  impressment  find  their  justification  ?* 
Sir,  had  not  the  practice  of  impressment  been 
treated  as  a  casual,  a  trivial  circumstance,  dur- 
ing this  debate,  I  should  not  have  presumed  to 
trouble  the  House  with  my  desultory  remarks;: 
and  my  principal  object  in  addressing  the  Hosise, 
was  to  ask  their  attention  to  a.  document  which 
appears  to  have  been  overlooked,  and  which,  if 
necessary,  will  place  the  abomination  of  that  prac- 
tice in  colors  too  strong  to  be  mistaken. 

Here  Mr.  K.  read  the  following  extract  of  s 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
dated  January  4, 1804-— 

"  The  whole  number  of  tppUcations  made  by  im* 
pressed  leamon  to  oar  Gonsuf  u  London,  between  the 
month  of  June,  1797,  and  September,  1804,  were  two 
thonsand  and  fifty-nine.  Of  this  number,  one  hmi- 
dred  and  two  seamen  only  were  detained  as  Britidi 
subjects,  which  ia  leas  than  one«twentieth  of  the  whole 
number  impretfed.  Eleven  hundred  and  forty-two 
were  discharged,  or  ordered  to  ba  so,  and  eight  hnn- 
dred  and  five  were  detained  for  further  proof,  with  the 
strongest  presumption  that  the  greater  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  were  Americans,  or  other  ahens^  whoea 
proof  of  citiieflship  had  been  lost  or  destroyed.*' 

It  is,  then,  evident,  from  this  document,  that} 
for  every  British  seaman  obtained  by  this  ytolent 
proceeding,  a  number  of  Americans,  or  other  ali- 
ens, with  whom  Ghreat  Britain  has  no  right  to 
meddle,  not  less  than  twenty  for  one  have  been 
the  victims  to  it.  Sir,  have  we  become  so  lost  to 
the  real  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the 
country,  that  we  are  prepared  to  yield  to  this  de- 
grading, debasing,  ana  humiliating  badge  of  vas- 
salage T 

The  Romans,  of  old,  had  a  practice  of  making 
the  Governors  of  those  countries  they  conquered 
pass  annually  beneath  their  yoke,  as  a  mark  of 
submission ;  but  we,  doomed  to  humiliation  far 
greater,  are  made  to  pi^ss  ddily,  nay,  hourly,  be- 
neath one  much  more  galling.  Some  gentlemen 
object  to  the  propositions  made  by  Mr.  Russell, 
and  assert  that  ne  was  not  authorized.  They 
should  recollect  that  Mr.  Russell's  letter,  contain- 
ing this  final  ofi*er  to  the  British  Qovemment, 
was  e6mmunic«ted  to  this  House  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and,  had  it  not  met  with  his  concurrence, 
it  is  presumable  he  would,  in  hiscommunicatioa, 
have  expressed  his .  disapprobation  towards  it. 
Nay,  a  similar  offer  has  been  made  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  Admiral  Warcen. 

1  know  not  whether  the  feelings  of  shame  or 
indignation  predominate  in  my  breast,  when  I 
see  gentlemen  constantly  laboring  to  place  their 
own  Government  in  the  wrong ;  and,  in  contra- 
dictiop  to  the  official  records  of  this  House,  in- 
sist that  we  are  contending  for  the  employment 
of  foreigners. 

The  language  of  our  Government  upon  that 
subject,  is  mis,  sir :  that,  if  the  oppressed  and  un- 
fortunate inhabitants  of  Europe,  escaping  from 
their  tyranny  and  panting  after  their  long-lost 
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liberty,  seek  a  refnge  in  oar  happy  coantry,  apon 
their  compliance  with  our  naturalization  laws, 
we  are  willing  to  extend  to  them  those  blessings 
we  enioy;  but  should  they  become  dissatisfied 
with  tne  advantages  which  the  interior  of  the 
country  afibrd  them,  and  they  think  proper  to  de- 
part from  our  shores,  we  say  to  them,  we  will  not 
risk  our  peace  for  their  protection  beyond  our 
territorial  limits.  So  far  from  our  contest  with 
Great  Britain  being  for  the  employment  of  her 
subjects,  it  is  a  contest  for  shielding  a  large  and 
Taluable  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  Brit- 
ish thraldom,  under  the  lash  of  which  they  have 
too  long  labored ;  and  who  will  dare  discriminate 
in  that  protection  which  is  equally  due  to  all,  that 
is  due  to  the  meanest  individual  in  the  commu- 
nity,  and  withhold  it  from  a  class  of  men  who 
have  done  honor  to  the  American  character,  and 
covered  themselves  with  glory  7 

What  American  citizen  is  so  lost  to  a  sense  of 
his  dutj  as  to  abandon  the  freedom  of  commerce 
for  a  pittance  of  trade,  to  be  held  only  at  the  suf- 
ferance of  a  jealous  and  implacable  foe  7  Who 
is  it  that  is  willing  to  see  one  of  his  fellow-men 
placed  in  one  scale,  and  balanced  with  a  cent  in 
the  other  1  for  that  is  the  real  contest.  War  was 
declared  under  circumstances  that  left  us  nothing 
to  hope  for  from  the  justice  or  magnanimity  (h 
our  enemies,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  high 
ground  vaontingly  assumed  by  the  Prince  Re- 
gent in  April  last,  and  reiterated  by  his  Minister 
here,  at  the  moment  when  the  declaration  of  war 
was  under  discussion,  can  be  attributed  only  to 
an  apprehension  of  war;  for,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  effects  of  our  restrictive  system 
upon  them,  they  never  attempted  any  moaifica- 
tion  or  relaxation  of  their  Orders  in  Council 
(which  went  to  regulate  our  foreign  intercourse,}, 
until  the  act  laying  an  embargo,  and  avowed  as 
a  preliminary  measure  to  war,  reached  that 
country. 

We  made  war,  not  for  one  particular  injury, 
but  for  a  long  catalogue  of  wrongs,  and  until 
there  is  a  final  adjustment  of  the  most  prominent 
of  those  differences,  that  peace  which  can  be  pro- 
cured without  it  must  oe  precarious,  indeed,  if 
not  dishonorable.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  &uiifcy)8aid,  the  other  day,  ''that, 
*  whenever  propositions  for  a  reconciliation  with 
'  Great  Britain  had  been  made,  they  had  been  in- 
'  variably  preceded  or  accompanied  by  some  mea- 
'  sure  calculated  to  insure  their  rejection."  I  can- 
not account  for  such  an  assertion,  unless,  in  the 
language  of  the  poet,  I  should  say : 

"  Trifles,  light  as  air, 
Are,  to  the  jealous,  confirmation  strong 
As  proofs  of  holy  writ" 

Was  not  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine 
proof  positive  to  the  contrary?  Wb^t  unfriendly 
measure  accompanied  that  arrangement?  None. 
Did  not  good  men  of  all  parties  rejoice  at  it? 
Was  not  the  restoration  of  «  friendly  intercourse 
between  the  two  countries  hailed  as  a  national 
hlessing  from  Maine  to  Orleans  ?  Nay,  was  there 
'DOt  a  contest  on  this  floor  among  ffentiemen  about 
who  should  be  the  first  to  attest  their  approbation 


of  the  President's  conduct  on  that  occasion?  Yet 
the  arraoffement  was  rejected  on  the  ground  that 
Mr.  Erskine  was  not  authorized.  It  was  imma- 
terial, sir,  whether  he  was  authorized  or  not,  as 
respects  the  disposition  of  the  Government  or  the 
people  of  this  oountry  towards  Great  Britain ;  if 
he  was  authorized,  the  arrangement  should  have 
been  fulfilled ;  if  he  was  not,  all  they  had  to  do 
was  to  authorize  him  or  some  other  affent;  and  har- 
mony and  friendship,so  much  to  be  desired,  would 
have  been  instantly  restored  between  the  two 
countries. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Emott) 
observed  yesterday,  'Uhat  we  had  no  cause  of  war 
when  it  was  declared."  In  order  to  refute  that 
remark,  I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  for 
one  moment  to  what  were  the  sentiments  of  that 
gentleman  and  his  friends  at  a  former  period, 
when  the  differences  between  this  country  and 
Great  Britain  first  assumed  a  serious  aspect.  Here 
Mr.  K.  read  the  following  extract  from  a  memo- 
rial from  the  town  of  Boston,  similar  ones  to 
which  had  been  presented  from  every  seaport 
town  in  the  country — 


« While  your  niemofialiats  have  witnessed  with 
mingled  feelings  of  indignation  towards  the  perpetra* 
ton,  and  of  commiseratioa  for  their  nnfortunate  ooon* 
tiymen,  the  insnlts  and  barbarities  which  the  com* 
merce  of  these  States  have  sustained  from  the  eraisers 
of  France  and  Spain,  it  is  their  object  in  the  present 
memorial  to  connne  their  animadversions  to  the  more 
alarming,  because  more  numerous  and  extensive  de- 
tentions and  condemnations  of  American  vessels  by 
Great  Britain,  and  to  advert  to  the  principles  recently 
avowed  and  adopted  by  her  courts  relative  to  neutral 
trsde-^prindples  vrhich,  if  admit^  or  practised  upon 
in  all  the  latitude  which  may  be  fidrly  inferred  to  be 
intended,  would  be  destructive  of  the  navigation,  and 
radically  impair  the  most  lucrative  commerce  of  our 
country." 

Shall  I  remark  to  the  House,  that  to  this  me- 
morial is  attached  the  respectable  signature  of 
James  Lloyd,  now  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts^,  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature?  The  language  and  sentiments  of 
these  memorialists  were  just,  and  were  correctly 
pointed  at  that  time  against  Great  Britain  alone, 
and  met  the  approbation  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress and  of  the  nation.  It  was,  sir,  the  publica- 
tion of  these  papers  which  first  attractea  the  at- 
tention of  the  American  people,  and  pointed  their 
indignation  against  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  for  intolerable  aggressions,  which,  to  this 
day,  are  unatoned  for. 

Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  iu  what  subse- 
quent act  of  the  British  Government  the  gentle- 
man and  his  friends  found  a  mitigation  of  those 
ladignant  feelings  so  justly  and  ably  portrayed 
in  those  memorials;  by  what  subsequent  act  of 
aggression  were  they  reconciled  to  those  destruc- 
tive '*  principles  adopted  by  the  British  courts,'^ 
and  spoken  of  by  them  with  so  much  abhorrence? 
Were  those  acts  of  unrepaired  violence  convert^ 
into  innocence  by  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake 
frigate  the  June  following;  by  the  degradation  of 
our  flag ;  the  murder  of  our  citizens,  and  the  seiz- 
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lire  of  four  of  her  crew,  one  of  whom  thejr  hung, 
another  they  flogged  to  death ;  and.  changing  the 
acene  from  tragedy  to  farce,  as  a  reparation  for 
this  injury;  f for  th^  pittance  of  a  pension  offered 
the  woundea  and  the  friends  of  the  slain  never 
should  be  taken  into  consideration^)  the  other  two 
were  restored  after  five  years  imprisonment? 
Was  the  wrath  of  the  gentleman  and  his  friends 
appeased  by  her  Orders  of  Council  of  November, 
I867,  less  than  one  year  after  the  date  of  these 
memorials,  by  which  we  were  required  to  send  all 
our  produce  into  her  ports,  there  to  pay  whatever 
duties  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Qovernment  might 
think  proper  to  impose  upon  it,  and  they  would 
then  permit  us  to  proceed  to  a  market,  upon  the 
condition  that  we  would  on  our  return  pass  again 
through  her  ports  and  pay  a  similar  duty  on  our 
letum  cargo? 

(^  Sir,  the  history  of  the  world  does  not  furnish 
an  instance  of  equal  audacity,  of  equal  outrage, 
offered  10  a  free  people ;  and  that  was  the  mo- 
ment when  we  should  have  arrested  the  progress 
of  her  injustice:  the  whole  nation  would  have 
been  with  us.  But  inasmuch  as  war  was  not  de- 
clared against  Great  Britain  at  that  time,  I  re- 
joice at  the  marked  disapprobatioD  of  the  people 
oi  my  native  State  towards  soch  an  invasioo  of 
their  rights.  The  moment  a  cargo  arrived,  which 
had  been  contaminated  by  the  payment  of  such 
a  tribute,  it  was  carefully  collected  and  consigned 
to  the  flames,  and  their  detestation  of  such  an  at- 
tack upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  con- 
veyed to  the  skies  in  "curling  smoke." 

I  could  proceed,  and  step  from  aggression  to 
aggression,  committed  upon  us  by  Great  Britain, 
from  the  date  of  these  memorials  until  the  mo- 
ment war  was  declared^  but  I  will  forbear ;  the 
inconsistency  of  the  gentleman,  and  the  unsound- 
ness of  his  remark,  is  too  obvious  to  require  it. 

I  am  as  anxious  for  peace  as  any  gentleman  in 
or  out  of  this  House«  ^nd  would  willingly  make 
any  sacrifice  consistent  with  the  honor  and  inte- 
grity of  the  country  to  obtain  it ;  but  I  know  of 
no  mode  by  which  you  can  come  at  it  but  by  a 
successful  application  of  the  bavonet;  for  every 
overture  for  a  reconciliation  beiore  or  since  the 
declaration  of  war  has  been  rejected. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Qoinct)  appears  to  think  his  own  Government 
capable  of  everything  treacherous  and  dishonor- 
able; but  considers  our  enemies  incapabLe  of 
any  act  that  is  not  loyal  and  honorable.  I  do 
not  envy  the  feelings  or  patriotism  of  any  gen- 
tleman that  could  for  a  moment  permit  him  to 
make  such  a  comparison. 

Great  Britain  nas  had  it  repeatedly  in  her 
power  to  place  us  in  the  situation  towards  her 
enemy,  which  repealed  acts  of  injustice  on  her 
part  has  placed  us  towards  her;  but  every  occa- 
sion has  been  contemptuously  rejected,  and  if 
she  suffers  in  the  conflict  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged, the  sin  will  be  with  her,  not  with  us ;  and 
if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  those 
who  think  proper  to  act  with  him,  would  make 
the  same  exertions  to  serve  their  country  which 
they  make  to  serve  a  party^  we  shoula  be  the 


most  happy  and  prosperous  people  under  the  sun. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Buubck- 
er)  the  other  day  observed,  "  that  since  the  de» 
claration  of  war  the  constant  cry  has  been  that 
all  opposition  must  cease."  I  know  of  no  act  of 
the  Government,  sir,  or  of  those  connected  with 
it,  that  will  bear  the  gentleman  out  in  such  a  re- 
mark. Where  in  this  happy  country  can  be 
found  one  instance  of  oppression  or  persecution  ? 
And  I  feel  confident  that,  should  the  Govern* 
meot  err,  it  will  be  on  tbe  other  side.  Bat  I 
would  ask  that  gentleman,  when  in  a  state  of 
war,  forced  upon  us  by  the  aggressions  of  a  for- 
eign Power,  what  would  be  the  course  pointcsd 
out  by  sound  discretion  and.  real  patriotism? 
The  first  inquiry  would  be,  has  the  Government 
been  administered  agreeably  to  the  Constitution; 
was  war  declared  by  the  oonstituted  authorities 
of  the  country  ?  Being  answered  unquestiona- 
bly in  the  affirmative,  the  proper  course  to  be 
pursued  in  such  a  situation  then  is,  to  invite  har» 
mony  and  union  among  the  people,  to  put  down 
o.ur  common  enemy ;  this  being  done,  if  ahuses 
exist  in  the  Government,  correct  them  ;  if  there 
should  be  corruption  in  the  body  politic,  cleanse 
it ;  and  I  pledge  myself  to  go  as  far  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  measures  thus  salutary. 

During  this  debate,  repeated  reference  has 
been  made  to  what  passed  between  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Pinkney,  and  the  British  Commission- 
ers, pendinjg^  their  negotiations  in  England  in 
1806 1  and  it  has  been  supposed  by  some  gentle- 
men that  some  concession  was  made  at  that  time 
by  the  British  Government  relative  to  impress- 
ment. 

Sir,  I  positively  state  that  the  British  GFoTem* 
ment  conceded  nothing  upon  .that  subject,  and 
the  practice  of  the  British  naval  officers,  and 
the  correspondence  of  the  parties  support  me  in 
this  declaration.  The  British  Commissioners  in 
their  letter  to  Mr.  Canning,  dated  August  10, 
1810,  state  that  they  did  not,  in  what  passed  be- 
tween them  and  the  American  Ministers, "  pledge 
'  their  Government  to  abstain  in  future  from  the 
'  practice  of  impressing   from  American  mer^ 

*  chant  vessels,  but  did  mean  to  pledge  the  Brit« 

*  ish  Government  to  make  its  cruisers  observe 
^  the  utmost  moderation,  caution,  and  forbear- 
'  ance  in  the  exercise  of  that  practice." 

Sir,  the  treaty  was  silent  upon  the  subject  of 
impressment,  and  the  British  Commissioners  say, 
"  the  treaty  was  in  itself  complete  and  uncondi- 
tional, and  subject  to  no  reservation  on  either 
part,  except  what  was  expressed  in  the  note  of 
the  30th  December,'^  wherein  Great  Britain  re- 
served the  right,  notwithstanding  the  treaty,  to 
chastise  us,  if  we  did  not  resist  France  in  the 
way  and  manner  most  agreeable  to  her. 

Again,  sir,  the  British  Commissioners,  in  their 
note  of  November  8,  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinkney,  and  which  contains  all  the  concession, 
if  it  can  be  called  concession,  upon  the  subject  oi 
impressment  which  was  Aiade,  they  remark  **  that 
instruetions  had  been  given,  and  shall  be  repeated 
and  enforced  for  the  observance  of  the  greatest 
caution  in  the  impressing  of  British  seamen  from 
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AmericftD  merchant  Teisels.''  The  treaty  made 
with  the  British  GorernmeDt  (and  eonneeted 
with  the  discnesione  pendiog  its  negotiation  was 
the  promise  to  be  cautions  in  the  exercise  of  the 
practice  of  impressment  on  board  American  res- 
sels)  was  eoneluded  in  England  on  the  27(h  of 
December,  1806,  and  delivered  to  our  Qo?em* 
mem  the  15th  of  March  following,  and  in  the 
month  of  Jntie  next,  three  months  only  after  the 
receipt  of  the  treaty,  so  cautious  and  moderate 
were  the  British  officers  in  the  practice  of  im- 
presatnent,  that  they  attacked  one  of  our  jpublic 
▼esaels  before  alluded  to,  and  impressed  tour  of 
ber  crew.  I  mention  this,  sir,  as  one  instaace 
only  of  the  melancholy  proof  of  that ''  caution" 
in  the  practice  of  impressment,  promised  by  the 
British  Commissioners,  and  which  was  all  the 
concession  made  by  them  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and 
Pinkney  relative  to  impressment,  the  practice  of 
which,  when  extended  to  the  ressels  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  reduces  us  to  a  species  of  rassalage, 
which  we  are  bound  sueeessfully  to  resist  or  sink 
in  the  attempt. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  rose,  Apparently  laboring  un- 
der the  effects  oi  a  serious  indisposition,  and  ad- 
dressed theXhair. 

I  rise  (said  he)  with  a  heart  saddeoed  by  the 
disgrace  of  our  common  country,  and  sickened 
by  the  way  in  which  the  business  of  the  State 
has  been  managed. 

Of  the  temper  and  virulence  which  have  man- 
ifested themselves  in  this  debate^  I  shall  not  have 
any  occasion  to  divest  myself  in  the  course  of 
the  very  felv  remarlcs  which  I  fear  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  make,  because  towards  them  I  have 
no  purpose.  Indeed,  when  I  look  around  me,  I 
am  exceedingly  sad  ;  and  I  know  not  now  if  it 
will  be  in  my  power  to  go  on. 

I  bad  intended,  if  time  and  health  permitted, 
to  address  to  thu  Assembly  some  few  observa- 
tions, confined  principally  ro  the  change  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  relations  of  our  country 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  not  only  respecting 
that  belligerent  with  whom  we  are  engaged  in 
hostilities,  but  her  adversary  also.  But  the  coprse 
that  this  debate  has  taken  imposes  upon  me  a  pain- 
ful doty,  which  I  trust  God  will  give  ne  strength 
to  discharge:  the  duty  of  reviewing  past  trans- 
actions in  the  Gh»vernment,  which,  from  my 
heart,  1  would,  instead  of  briogiog  them  upon 
the  present  occasion,  gladly  discharge  from  my 
memory.  But  self-defence  is  the  first  law  of 
nature.  The  merest  reptile,  the  worm  itself, 
will  turn  when  trod  upon.  Nor  is  the  force  of 
the  blow  lessened  bv  its  being  dealt,  as  in  the 
present  case,  by  the  nand— I  will  not  say  under 
the  garb  and  eircumstancet— of  Friendship. 

It  was  my  lot,  sir,  and  I  may  assuredly  say  my 
misfortune,  to  take  some  little  share  in  those 
transactions  which  brought  about  a- civil  revolu- 
tion in  the  Government  of  this  country.  I  hope 
that  I  am  understood.  I  feel  I  shall  be  under- 
stood, when  I  speak  of  this,  by  all  wise  and  good 
men ;  and  it  is  with  them  only  that  I  wish  to 
hold  intereourie--to  oommime.    It  is  oi  their 


good  opinion  alone  that  I  am  ambitions,  if  indeed 
ambition  dwell  anywhere  in  my  heart. 

,  Let  me  endeavor  to  recall  to  recollection  the 
state  of  things  about  the  period  when  I  had  the 
nnhappiness  to  dedicate  myself  to  political  life. 

Through  the  opposition,  bold  but  just,  which 
was  made  ^y  myself,  and  those  associated  with 
me  to  the  measures  of  that  Administration,  an 
entire  change  was  effected  in  the  control  of  the 
Government.    One  Administration  was  ejected 
from  power,  and  another  took  its  place.    Is  it 
necessary  for  me  to  descant  upon  the  topics  of 
difference  which  then  separated  the  two  great 
parties  in  the  Government  ?    Is  it  necessary  for 
me  at  this  time  of  day  to  make  a  declaration  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party?    Is  it 
possible  that  such  a  declaration  could  be  deemed 
.orthodox  when  proceeding  from  lips  so  unholy 
as  those  of  an  ezcommunicant  from  that  church  ? 
It  is  net  neee8>ary.    Those   principles  are  on 
record;  they  are  engraved  upon  it  indelibly  by 
the  press,  and  will  live  as  lon^  as  the  art  of  print- 
ing is  suffered  to  exist.    It  is  not  for  any  man 
at  this  day  to  undertake  to  change  them.    It  ia 
not  for  any  man  who  then  professed  them,  by 
aiiy  guise  or  circumlocution,  to  conoeal  apostacy 
from  them,  for  they  are  there— there  in  the  book. 
What  are  they?    They  hare  beea  delivered  to 
you  by  my  hon<^rable  colleague— what  are  they? 
Love  of  peace,  hatred  of  offensive  war;  jealousy 
of  the  State  Gbrernments  towards  the  Gteneral 
Gbvernment,  and  of  the  influence  of  the  Exacn* 
tive  Gtovernment  over  the  co-ordinate  hranchea 
of  that  Government;  a  dread  of  standing  armies; 
a  loathing  of  public  debt,  taxes,  and  excises; 
tenderness  for  the  liberty  of  the  citizen ;  jealousy, 
Argus-eyed  jealousy,  of  the  pationage  of  the 
President.    From  these  principles  what  deser- 
tions have  we  not  witnessed?    Will  you  have« 
list  of  them?    I  shall  not  undertake  it;  but  I 
will  state  to  you  in  one  word  one  of  them.    I  do 
pronounce,  and  I  challenge  any  man  to  prove  to 
the  contrary,  that  the  vote  which  was  taken  last 
evening,  to  strike  out  the  section  of  the  **Addi<^ 
tional  Arm)r  Bill''  which  gives  exclusive  power 
to  the  President  to  appoint  all  officers  of  that 
army  under  the  grade  of  field  officers,  was  the 
test,  the  touchstone,  of  Republican  and  Anti-Re- 
publican principles.    And)  had  that  clause  been 
in  a  Military  Bill  at  that  day  before  this  House* 
not  one  of  the  supporters  of  the  then  President  of 
the  United  States  would  have  failed  to  vote  for 
expunging  it.    If  you  can  bring  me  a  single  in* 
stance  in  which  the  partv  then  calling  itself  Re- 
publican did  vote  for  enlarging  the  patronage  of 
the  President  of  the  United  State^-^-espeoiaUy 
his  military^  patronage,  where  it  was  then  Drought 
into  question— I  will  give  von  my  life.    There 
is  no  instance  of  it.    I  say  that  the  rote  taken  on 
that  question  last  night  is  a  test  of  strength  of 
parties  in  this  House. 

Principle  does  not  consist  ito  namea.  Federal- 
ism is  a  real  thioff— not  a  spectre,  a  shadow,  a 
phantom,  it  is  a  living  addition  to  the  power  of 
the  General  Government,  in  preference  to  the 
power  of  the  States;  partiality  tor  the  Bxeoutire 
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power,  in  distinction  to  that  of  the  coH)rdin8te 
Departments  of  the  Qovernment ;  the  support  of 
g;reat  military  and  naval  force,  and  of  an  ^'  ener- 
getic" administration  of  the  (Govern men t.  That 
18  what  is  called  Federalism.  Yes,  an  energetic 
Administration,  not  in  its  real,  hut  technical  sense; 
for  it  has  a  sense  as  technical  as  any  in  our  laws. 
^Tkat  is  Federalism.  And,  when  I  am  opposing 
the  course  which  looks  toward  the  rearing  op  of 
great  Military  and  Navai  Establishments,  of  an 
extent  not  only^  incommensurate  with  the  neces- 
sity but  the  ability  of  my  country,  i  care  not  with 
whom  I  vote ;  I  will  be  true  to  my  principles. 
Let  any  man  lay  his  finger  upon  a  vote  in  wnich« 
since  I  have  had  the  honor  (if,  indeed,  it  be  an 
honor)  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  have  departed 
from  those  principles,  and  I  will  consent  that, 
quoad  hoe^  I  am  a  Federalist.  '  But  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  search  for  such  a  vote. 

So  strenuous,  sir,  had  b^en  the  contest — so  hot 
the  spirit  of  rivalsnip  between  the  two  contend- 
ing parties — that,  after  the  Revolution  of  1801, 
a  curious  spectacle  was  presented  to  this  nation 
and  to  the  world— a  spectacle  which,  I  am  bold 
to  saV)  never  did  before  make  its  appearance  in 
any  Government,  and  never  will  appear  again. 
It  was  this:  that,  as  if  the  character  that  each 
party  had  borne  when  in  collision  with  one  ano« 
ther  was  indelible,  the  two  parties,  after  power 
was  transferred  from  one  to  the  other,  did  actu- 
ally maintain  the  same  character  which  they  had 
derived  from  impressions  received  during  their 
late  conflict :  and  the  admiring  world  saw  with 
astonishment  the  ease  of  an  Opposition  minority 
attempting  to  force  upon  a  reluctant  Administra- 
tion patronage  and  power,  which  that  Adminis- 
tsatioB  put  by,  and  sternly  refused  to  accept.  Yes, 
air;  for  a  time,, so  conlpletel^r  had  the  .Republi- 
cans been  imbued  with  the  principles  which  they 
professed  whilst  in  a  minority,  that,  after  becom- 
ing the  majority,  the  Federalists  pressed  on  their 
old  adversaries  power  and  patronage,  to  which 
they  absolutely  opposed  themselves,  repelling  for 
a  season  every -project  of  the  kind.  Is  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  allude  to  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
-^o  say  by  whom  it  was  made?  Sir,  the  proj>* 
osition  for  it  was  originally  made  by  the  person- 
age now  addressing  you ;  it  came  from  what  was 
then  considered  the  Governmental  side  of  the 
House.  And  by  whom  was  it  opposed  ?  By  gen- 
tlemen who  had  so  long  fought  under  the  banners 
of  a  Government  of  '^  energy,"  that  they  were  not 
content  to  submit  to  the  ditninution  of  its  patron- 
age or  its  power,  even  in  the  hands  of  their  polit- 
ical opponents.  I  speak  of  facts.  Sdch  a  case 
will  never  occur  again.  Nay,  indeed^  in  a  little 
time,  the  sweats  of  power  had  their  effect  on  one 
side  of  the  House,  as  the  frowns  of  adversity  had 
upon  the  other;  and,  after  a  while,  the  court  and 
country  parties  as  easily  changed  sides  as  right 
and  left  do  when  a  man  turns  upon  bis  beeL 

Yes,  sir,  the  tone  of  this  House  was  soon  chang- 
ed. We  succeeded,  however,  in  the  reduction 
of  the  Army ;  but  I  will  trust  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  gentlemen,  upon  all  sides  of^the  House,  by 
what  instrumentality  this  change  was  efiected. 


The  Commander  of  that  Army  was  retained 
in  his  position.    I  have  not  leisure,  health,  or 
strength,  to  go  into  the  details ;  gentlemen  will 
remember  them.    Meanwhile,  peace  with  this 
country  was  negotiated  in  France  by  the  Com- 
missioners sent  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  was  followed 
up  very  soon  afterwards  by  the  short  respite  that 
the  truce  of  Amiens  gave  to  Eucopean  comba- 
tants, wearied  rather  than  satiated  with  slaugh- 
ter.   These  events  placed  this  country  in  the  hap- 
piest condition.    Of  the  proceeds  of  the  direct 
and  internal  taxes  voted  by  (he  predecessors  of 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  one  moiety 
at  least  came  into  the  Treasury  after  their  dismis- 
sal from  office.    But  these  proceeds  were  not  ne- 
cessary to  give  an  overflow  of  money  into  the 
Treasury,  which  we  never  ceased  to  nave  until 
we  departed  from  those  principles  of  government 
and  that  policy  which  brought  us  into  power. 
We  sailed  on  for  some  time  in  the  full  tide  of  suc- 
cessful experiment,  unobstructed  by  squalls  or 
adverse  gales,  if  we  except  only  the  Yazoo  breeze. 
That  que9tion  was,  if  I  forget  not,  the  first  cause 
of  a  breach  between  tlyse  persons  who^  had  a 
direct  lead  in  the  Government  of  the  country. 
There  were  men  who  did  not  hesitate,  in  opposi- 
tion to  all  the  heads  of  your  Departments,  to  throw 
themselves  into  the  breach  at  that  time  attempted 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  to  defend  it, 
and  to  defend  it  with  success.    It  appears,  from 
some  documents  that  have  lately  been  laid  upoa 
our  table,  that  errors  of  that  day  have  been  per- 
ceived, and  that  tender  consciences  which  at  that 
time  revolted,  are  now  entirely  reconciled  to  the 
compromise  which  was  then  stamped  with  the 
reprobation  of  almost  etery  honest  man  from 
Gkorgia  to  Tirgioia.    There  were  considerations 
of  personal  feeling  which  ^ave  to  other  parts  of 
the  Union,  and  to  certain  individuals  therein^  a 
bias  on  that  subject ;  and  1  should  be  extremely 
sorry  to  be  considered  as  passing  anything  like 
general  censure  upon  the  advocates  of  that  meas- 
ure in  or  out  of  th  is  House.    I  refer  only,  of  course, 
to  those  who  were  not  parties  concerned  in  the 
fraud. 

At  that  time,  sir,  all  was  prosperity  and  joy. 
At  that  time  were  accumulated  in  the  Treasury 
those  surpldsses  which,  in  one  year,  nearly  equal- 
led the  sum  for  which,  in  the  present  year,  the 
revenue  is  deficient,  notwithstanding  the  loan  of 
last  year,  and  to  make  up  which  deficiency  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  has  been  able  to  devise  no 
other  means  than  a  resort  to  new  loans.  Yes.  sir, 
there  were  then  those  surplusses  in  the  Treasury, 
the  ghosts  of  which  lingered  along  its  vaults  for 
a  time  af^er  their  corporeal  bodies  departed,  and 
were  then  heard  of  no  more. 

But  to  proceed.  The  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  first  four  years  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Administration,  exolusive  of  payments  on 
acconnt  of  the  public  debt,  averaged  only  eight 
millions  of  dollars  a  year.  In  the  four  last  years 
of  the  Jeffftrsoa  Administiation,  those  expendi- 
tures w^  vefy  greatly  increased,  amounting  in 
tbe  year  1808,  (toe  last  of  the  four,)  without  any 
increase  of  Army  and  Navy  expenditures,  to  up- 
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wards  of  sizteeo  miUioBs  of  dollars — rivallloff 
the  expenditures  of  aoy  one  year  of  Mr.  Adams's 
war,  and  amoanting  to  one-half  as  much  as  was 
expended  by  the  i^ather  of  his  Country  in  his 
eight  years  of  the  Presidency,  during  whieh  he 
was  called  upon  to  establish  public  credit,  to  main- 
tain a  bloody  Indian  war,  and  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  that  character  of  integrity  which  the  Gov- 
ernment has  80  long  sustained  abroad,  notwith- 
standing the  misconduct  of  its  rulers.    Yes,  sir, 
it  is  a  eurious  but  notorious  fact,  that  in  1808  and 
180d— «nd  I  speak  of  1809,  for.  although  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  came  into  office  on  the  third  of 
March  of  that  year,  eipenses  were  incurred  and 
voted  in  his  predecessor's  time — the  expenditures 
of  the  Qovern men  t  outraged  all  belief  when  com- 
pared with  the  objects  on  which  they  were  lav- 
ished.   And  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  me  put  it  to 
you,  and  to  the  gentleman  on  fny  right,  if  it  be 
within  the  compass  of  any  man-s  powers  to  de- 
tract more  from  the  merit  of  an  administration  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  man- 
aging at  least  one  branch  of  the  revenue  than  has 
been  done  bv  that  honorable  gentleman  ?    What 
has  he  said  1    I  will  not  repeat  his  words;  to  do 
so  would  be  odious,  invidious;  but  I  well  know, 
if  what  he  did  say  had  come  from  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  it  would  have  been  set  down  to  the 
rancor  ot  party  spirit ;  to  personal  spleen ;  or  to 
want  of  respect  for  the  White  house,  or  the  Red 
house,  or  some  other  house.    What  has  become 
of  that  vast  ambunt  of  money  1  No  man  knows; 
and,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  so 
help  me  God,  no  man  will  ever  know. 

I  find,  as  I  anticipated,  a  difficulty  in  dragging 
alouff  my  miserable  body,  and  my  feeble  mind  in 
this  discussion ;  a  difficttltjf  not  less,  perhaps,  than 
that  of  dragging  along  with  me  the  attention  of 
members  ot  this  House.  I  ask  its  patience,  its 
pardon,  and  its  pity. 

But  to  continue.  In  this  prosperous  state  of 
our  country,  the  war  in  Europe  was,  renewed,  pr 
about  to  be  renewed.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  would  naturally,  from  the  situation 
of  affairs  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  experience 
a  temporary  diminution  in  its  revenne,  which  it 
need  not  feel  or  regard,  because  it  had  been  ena- 
bled to  make  that  noble  provision  for  a  sinking 
fund,  for  lessening  the  national  debt,  for  paying 
off  tne  mortgages  on  the  estate  of  every  man  in 
the  country  and.  of  those  who  are  unborn.  It  had 
made  that  noble  provision,  which  was  attempted 
to  be  diverted  to  the  necessities  created  by  the 
policy  of  the  last  four  years  of  Jefferson's  Admin- 
istration, and  the  actual  diversion  of  which,  I 
believe,  was  the  first  act  of  this  Administration. 
It  had  made  that  appropriation  of  eight  millions 
of  dollars  for  a  sinking  fund,  not  to  be  touched 
for  any  other  purpose,  and  which,  at  the  time  of 
the  appropriation,  no  man  dared  to  believe  would 
be  gambled  away« 

The  war  in  tfurope  brought  to  this  country, 
among  other  birds  ofpassage,  a  ravenous  flock  of 
neutralized  carriers,  which  interposed  the  flag  of 
neutrality,  not  only  between  the  property,  but 
even  between  the  persons  of  the  two  belligerent 


Powers;  and  it  was  their  clamor  principally, aided 
by  the  representations  of  those  of  our  merchants 
who  saw  and  wished  to  participate  in  the  gaine 
of  such  a  commerce,  that  the  first  step  was  taken 
in  that  policv  of  restrictioD,  which  it  was  then 
foreseen  would  lead  to  the  disastrous  condition  in 
which  we  now  find  ourselves.  Yes,  it  was  then 
foreseen  and  foretold.  What  was  then  prophe- 
sied is  now  history.  It  is  so.  "  You."  s^id  the 
prophet,*^' are  prospering  beyond  all  numan  ex- 
ample. You,  favorites  of  Almighty  Grod,  while 
all  the  rest  of  the  world  are  scourged,  and  rav- 
aged, And  desolated  by  war,  are  about  to  enter 

,  into  a  policy  called  preventive  of  war ;  a  policy 
which  comes  into  this  House  in  the  garb  of  peace, 

'  but  which  must  end  in  war."  And  in  war  it  hof 
ended.    Yes.  sir,  we  have  been  tortured,  fretted, 

?foadedj  until  at  last,  like  some  poor  man  driven 
rom  his  family  by  discord  at  home,  who  says  to 
himself,  "anything,  even  exile,  is  better  than 
this,"  we  have  said  that  we  will  take  war;  we 
wiU  take  anything  for  a  change.  And  when  war 
came,  what  said  the  people?  77^y  said,  ''any- 
thing for  a  change !" 

At  that  time  circumstances  occurred,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  pardon  me  for  alluding  to 
them.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should 
do  so.  They  have  been  spoken  of  by  others  be- 
fore me ;  -they  were  at  the  time,  and  have  been 
since  detailed  in  the  most  solemn  manner  on  the 
floor  of  this  body.  A  denial  of  them  has  been 
challenged  and  never  received.  At  that  time,  I 
rep^t,  circumstances  occurred,  which  ouide  it 
my  duty  to  oppose  the  projects  of  the  Executive 
Government  of  this  country  in  its  ^relations  with 
foreign  Powers. 

At  that  time  nothing  that  the  jSf;xintff^  Govern- 
ment could  do,  not  even  the  invasion  of  our  own 
territory,  not  even  the  capture  and  carrying  off, 
not  from  our  decks,  but  our  soil,  a  portion  of  our 
citizens^  could  rouse  this  House  to  a  spirit  which 
would,  in  my  judgment,  have  comported  not  only 
with  its  honor,  but  was  absolutely  indispensable, 
to  its  diffnity.  We  were  wanting  in  the  asser- 
tion of  the  rights  of  our  own  country  over  its  soil 
and  jurisdiction,  by  which  assertion,  then,  we 
might  have  averted  the  calamities  which  nave 
since  befallen  us;  but  a  project  for  that  purpose, 
'recommended  by  the  committee  to  whom  that 
subject  was  referred,  did  not  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  House.  Ana  from  that  day  and  date,  the 
black  cloud  has  thickened  over  us ;  has  become 
more  and  more  dense.  From  that  day  and  date, 
have  we  departed  from  those  counsels — in  my 
humble  judgment,  at  least — from  those  princi- 
ples, adherence  to  which  had  induced  the  people - 
of  the  United  States  to  clothe  us  with  their 
power  and  confidence. 

What  have  we  done  since?  From  that  day, 
with  a  short  interruption,  the  policy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment has  actually  sub&erved,  as  far  as  it  could, 
the  purposes  of  France,  I  speak  of  facts ;  of  facts 
susceptible  of  proof,  which  may  be  felt,  seen,, 
touched,  heard,  and  understood  by  all  except  those - 
too  indolent  to  examine  them,  or  too  ignorant  for 
the  light  of  truth  to  have  aoy  effect  upon  their 
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nnderittandings.  I  say,  sir,  that  the  poliejr  of  this 
GoTernment  haa,  from  that  time,  subserved  the 
purposes  of  France*  And  how  do  I  prore  it? 
Why,  sir,  by  way  of  meeting  the  French  decrees, 
which  prohibit  to  us  ail  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain,  we  cut  off  the  intercourse  between  us 
and  the  whole  world.  We  Tirtually  held  out  to 
our  great  commercial  cities — to  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Charleston— 
the  same  language  as  Bonaparte  had  held  to  bis 
own  cities:  ^^I  know  that  you  ore  suffering,  and 
'  unhappy  i  that  the  grass  is  growing  in  your 
'  streets;  that  the  ships  ac  vnur  wharves  are  rot- 
'  ting,  until  they  are  fit  only  for  fuel;  thai  your 
'  trade  is  dwindling  to  nothing ;  but  what  is  all  that 
*  to  my  Continental  system?  What  are  a  few 
^  seaport  towns — enterprising,  wealthy,  and  pros- 
'  perous,  as  indeed  they  are — what  are  they,  com- 
'pared  to  my  Continental  system?*'  And,  sir, 
what  was  our  ''  restrictive"  system  ?  Similar  in 
point  of  effect — certainly  cotemporaneous  in  point 
of  time— to  Bonaparte's  **  Continental  system." 
8ir,  it  is  a  matter  susceptible  of  demonstration^  if 
I  possessed  the  physical  power  to  go  through  with 
11,  that  the  system  recommended  by  the  then  Pre- 
•ideot  of  the  United  States,  of  laying  an  embar- 
go on  all  ships  and  vessek  in  our  ports,  for  the 
purpose  of  ^  keeping  in  safety  these  essential  re- 
aoarees,"  took  place  in  consequence  of  it  commu- 
nication from  our  Minister  in  Paris  to  this  Qor- 
ernment,  transmitting  certain  correspondence  of 
his  with  the  French  Uovernment.  And  although, 
in  his  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  rec- 
ommending the  measure,  the  President  does  use 
the  term  *'  belligerent  Powers,"  I  do  attest  the  fact, 
and  I  call  upon  other  gentlemen,  who  know  it,  to 
attest  it  also,  that,  while  the  Message  purposely 
referred  to  both  ^  belligerents,"  not  one  scrip  of 
manuscript  relating  to  the  other  **  belligerent" 
accompanied  that  Message ;  nor  was  there  any^ 
thing  contained  in  that  Message  relating  to  that 
^  befligerent,"  but  a  scrap  from  an  English  paper, 
about  the  size  of  a  square  of  its  columns,  contain- 
ing some  speculations  of  a  London  editor;  and  I 
aay  that  there  did  not  exist  in  this  House,  nor  in 
this  nation— if  there  did,  let  tbe  evidence  be  pro- 
duced— any  knowiedee  of  the  existence  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  which  have  been  put  forward 
as  justifying  the  embargo.  If  their  existence  had 
been  known  at  the  time,  would  the  President  in 
his  Message  recommending  an  embargo  have 
failed  to  notice  tbe  fact  ?  Would  he  not  have 
used  it  as  one  of  the  strongest  inducements  to  the 
adoption  of  this  system  ?  Would  those  ^  orders" 
not  have  been  published  in  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer, which  IS  considered — and  certainly  not 
without  cause,  in  view  of  certain  things  which 
we  have  lately  seen  in  it— to  be  the  Court  paper? 
Produce  the  National  Intelligencer  of  that  date ; 
there  is  not  one  syllable  to  be  found  in  it  concern- 
ing the  Orders  in  Council.  No,  sir :  in  his  Mes- 
sage on  the  ooeasiott  referred  to,  the  President  did 
not  produce  any  acte  of  the  **  belligerents^  refer- 
red to.  but  only  the  correspondence  between  Gh^n- 
eral  Armstrong,  our  Minister  at  Paris,  and  that 
Qovernmeat,  on  tbe  subjeet  of  the  consthiOion 


of  one  of  its  first  decrees.  It  was  in  consequence 
of  the  more  recent  decrees  of  France;  and  not  of 
the  British  Orders  in  Council^  that  tbe  embargo 
was  recommended  and  laid.  And  yet,  in  tbe  dis- 
cussion which  came  off  on  that  measure,  it  was 
represented  as  a  weapon  against  England,  which 
would  be. more  efficient  than  any  war,  and  raost 
bring  her  to  our  feet :  it  would  give  effect  to  the 
object,  which  Bonaparte  had  in  view,  of  destroy- 
ing her  by  consumption,  bv  cutting  her  off  from 
the  commerce  of  the  #orld.  Although  I  state 
these  facts,  I  know  that  it  may  be  proven — and  I 
am  sorry  that  it  can — by  reference  to  the  Jour- 
qals  of  this  House,  and  by  a  report,  too,  of  an  hon- 
orable and  respectable  committee  of  this  House, 
that  the  embargo  was  designed  to  obviate  the 
effects  of  tbe  Orders  in  Council. 

But,  sir,  it  is  indisputably  true,  that  there  was 
no  mention  in  tbe  embargo  Message  of  those 
Orders  in  Council — no  allusion  to  them  in  debate 
upon  it^no  knowledge  of  them  at  the  time  that 
the  embargo  law  was  passed,  that  can  be  proven 
by  any  document  whatsoever  entitled  to  the  least 
respect ;  and  4  will  even  go  so  fhr  as  to  allow  as 
evidence  the  authoritjr  of  any  newspaper.  The 
members  of  that  committee  had  heard  so  much  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  effect  that  it  was 
pretended  that  the  embargo  would  have  upon 
them,  that  in  their  report,  speaking  of  them,  they 
absolutely  transposed  cause  and  effect.  It  is  un- 
fortunate that  It  should  be  so;  hut  it  is  neverthe* 
less  true.  Events  subsequent  to  the  period  to 
which  I  have  now  brought  myself  have  been  de- 
tailed in  this  debate  in  a  manner  so  clear,  so  iucid* 
so  convincing,  by  two  honorable  gentlemen  from' 
New  York,  that  there  is  no  need  of  my  repeating 
the  narative:  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  mv  that 
the  statement  made  yesterday  by  a  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Emott,)  will  be  refuted 
when  Euclid  sh^U  come  to  be  considered  a  shal- 
low sophist,  and  not  before.  My  honorable  friend 
from  the  same  State,  who  spoke  a  few  days  ago, 
called  upon  gentlemen  to  handle  that  part  of  the 
subjeet— the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  and  the  inveiglement  thereby  of  this 
country  into  a  war  with  England — in  a  manner 
more  able  than,  he  was  pleased- to  sa^,he  himself 
had  done  it.  The  attempt  to  do  this  would,  in- 
deed, be  to  gild  refined  gold,  to  paint  the  lily,  to 
add  to  tbe  perfume  of  the  violet — fn  all  cases  a 
most  ridiculous  and  wasteful  excess.  And  yet 
sir,  the  situation  in  which  I  unhappily  stand,  and 
in  which  it  was  my  lot  to  stand  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  compels  me  to  say 
a  word  on  this  subject.  Vou  will  remember,  sir, 
that  it  was  my  misfortune,  during  the  first  session 
of  this  Conoress,  to  oppose  the  attempt  to  impress 
upon  this  House  and  tne  nation  certain  most  pre- 
posterous, absurd,  and  false  propositions ;  for  tbe 
temerity  of  which  effort  I  came  nader  the  cen- 
sure— implied,  at  least,  if  not  to  say  direct— of 
this  honorable  bodv^.  The  contrary  propositions, 
which  I  undertook  to  maintain,  were,  first,  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  not  repealed 
on  the  first  of  November,  1810,  and  that  the  only 
evidence  of  any  stich  repeal,  up  to  that  dale, 
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the  Fretident's  ProdanuUion  of  the  aecoDd  of 
that  mootb  |  and  secondly,  that  the  British  Or- 
ders io  Council  did,  in  point  of  fact,  establish  no 
serioas  insarmountable  obstacle  to  negotiation 
between  that  Government  and  the  United  States. 
Whv,  sir,  I  shall  not  here  go  into  any  argument 
on  tnis  point  j  if  I  had  the  ability,  I  have  not  the 
will;  and,  if  I  had  the  will,  I  have  not  the  abil- 
ity. Nor  can  it  be  necessary,  when  the  Smperor 
01  France  himself  comes  into  court,  and  cannot 
reject  his  own  authority,  as  borne  in  his  own 
laws.  Yes,  sir,  he  did  come  forth,  and,  in  his  an- 
tedated decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811--though 
it  unquestionably  ou^rbt  to  bear  date  fu.ll  twelve 
months  later— does,  m  the  most  offensive  of  all 
possible  ways,  establish  the  fact,  not  only  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  not  repealed 
(as  M  the  world  knew  except  the  President  of 
the  United  States,)  on  the  first  of  November, 
t810,  but  that  thev  were  in  his  mind  when  he 
Issued  Jiis  decree,  dated  28th  April,  1811.  They 
were  repealed,  finally,  io  consequence — of  what  ? 
Of  your  doing  that  which  for  years  he  had  been 
attempting,  by  menace  and  blandishment,  to  in- 
duce Vou  to  do — that  is  to  say,  embark  in  war 
with  England,  taking  sides  with  France,  "  caus- 
ing.'' as  3ie  phrase  was,  "  our  flag  to  be  respect- 
ed:^ Ajid  this,  too,  after  your,  living  posted  up 
io  the  ledger  of  this  House  that  war  with  one  of 
the  "  belligerents"  was  equivalent  to  submission 
to  the  other ! 

My  other  proposition  was,  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  constituted  no  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  negotiation .  between  this  country  and  Gtfeal 
Britain.  And  what  was  the  fact  in  regard  to 
them  1  Why,  that  iQmost  at  the  time  that  this 
position  was  taken  on  this  floor — a  few  weeks 
only  thereafter — the  Orders  in  Council  were  te* 
pealed. 

I  pot  it  to  ^00,  sir,  and  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  this  country — to  the  honest,  laborious, 
unsuspecting,  kifid-hearted,  confiding,  generous, 
and  just  people — had  the  fact  been  Known  that 
the  French  decrees  were  not  repealed,  and  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  repealed,  whether  any 
man,  in  any  station,  would  nave  had  the  con- 
fidence to  propose  a  declaration  of  war  against 
England,  taking  part  against  her,  and  siding  with 
France  in  the  conflict  in  which  those  nations  are 
ennged  ? 

And,  whilst  I  am  upon,  this  subject,  permit  me 
to  say.  suppose  the  proposition  which  was  re- 
peatedly made— in  more  than  one  instance  by  the 
person  who  is  now  addressing  you,  and  supported 
with  the  greatest  ability  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House— -to  postpone  our  decla- 
ration of  war  against  Great  Britain  until  the  au- 
tumn, when  we  might  be  in  some  state  of  prepa- 
vation  and  readiness  for  it — had  succeeded,  what 
would  have  been  the  consequence  1  At  this  time 
we  should  have  t>een  at  peace ;  we  should  have 
been  lying  secure  in  that  snug  safe  haven  of  neu- 
trality, in  which  the  good  sense  of  the  greatest 
and  best  men  of  this  country  have  always  at- 
tempted to  moor  the  public  ship.  Abw,  where 
art  we?    And  shall  tuis  war  be  oalied  a  pop- 


ular war;  a  war  of  the  people;  a  war  called 
for  by  the  public  voice,  into  which  this  coun- 
try haf  been  plunged,  not  more  by  the  agency 
of  the  friends  of  Government  than  of  its  ene- 
mies, in  the  hope  of  the  Utter  that  this  Admin- 
istration would  sink  and  founder  in  it,  and  they 
rise  to  power  thereupon?  Is  it  possible  that 
that  can  be  deemed  a  war  of  the  people,  a  popu- 
lar war,  which  has  enabled  a  gentleman  known 
to  be  of  the  most  respectable  connexions,  and  pos- 
sessed, I  believe,  of  considerable  talent — but  who, 
put  in  competition  with  the  veteran  polLtician 
now  at  the  helm  of  Government,  is  but  a  boy  in 
politics— a  person  whose  pretensions  are  so  ex- 
tremely inferior,  to  rival  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  for  a 
time,  as  you  know,  make  him  tremble  for  his  re- 
election? It  is,  however,  some  consolation  to 
reflect  that,  in  all  free  Governments,  the  public 
voice  will  sooner  or  later  be  heard  upon  all  their 
measures,  and  in  condemnation  of  those  which 
the  opinion  of  that  public  'detests  and  execrates. 
This  is  a  great  law  of  polities;  it  is  to  the  politi- 
cal what  gravitation  is  to  the  phyrical  world; 
it  cannot  be  counteracted.  Statesmen  know  iv 
feel  it;  they  do  not  reason  to  it,  but  from  it ;  they 
never  lose  sight  of  it,  but  are  guided  by  it  in  all' 
their  measures.  And  those  of  us  who  five  to  see 
the  next  Congress,  will  live  to  see  the  efieets  of 
that  law  in  this  House. 

Sir,  We  have  passed  so  many  laws,  we  have  had 
so  many  objecu  for  enticing  the  belligerents  oa 
the  one  hand  and  coercing  them  on  the  other,  and 
enticing  and  coercing  them  .together^  that  i  feel 
some  little  difficulty,  in.  the  present  state  of  my 
brain,  in  referring  to  th^m  by  title  or  date ;  hot 
it  is  the  law  passed  on  this  subjeot,  in  coose- 
qneoce  of  whidi  the  celebrated  letter  of  the  1st 
of  August  of  the  Due  de  Cadore  was  written,  to 
which  I  desire  most  particularly  to  refef.  If, 
afler  the  proclamalion  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  let  of  November  thereafter, 
i»sued  in  consequence  of  that  letter,  revoking  so 
much  of  our  non-intercourse  law  as  related  to 
Fraoee,  an  unbroken  warfare  being  kept  up  by 
France  on  our  commerce—- a  fact  as  notorious  as 
the  existence  of  any  fact  in  nature-^was  it  not 

food  cause  for  reinstating  the  law  in  relation  to 
'ranee,  and  putting  her  on  her  ancient  ground  ? 
Then  I  would  be  gbd  to  know,  for  one,  whether 
our  continuinff  at  war  with  England  was  any  bet- 
ter cause  for  keeping  up  the  interdiction  in  rela- 
tion to  her,  after  she  bad  revoked  her  Orders  in 
Council?  In  other  words,  it  being  admitted  by 
gentlemen  on  oae  side,  as  it  has  been  contended 
by  gentletxien  on  the  other,  that  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  by  Great  Britain  was  such 
a  one  as  did  satisfy  the  terms  of  the  non-inter* 
course  act,  what  was  the  reason  that  the  procla- 
mation required  by  oar  law  in  such  ease  did  not 
issue?  Why,  sir,  the  state  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  being  ofiensiTe 
on  our  part—being  of  our  own  making^^was  held 
to  be  a  cause  why  we  cannot  execute  our  law  aa 
rdates  to  her.  Now,  whilst  the  continued  war 
upon  us  by  France,  by  aeizures  of  our  meiohaat 
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resseU  and  their  cargoes,  is  DOt  eoasidered  an  ob« 
staole  to  its  execration  in  regard  to  her,  is  it  not 
as  clear  as  the  noon-day  sun,  that  if  the  making 
of  war  by  France  on  the  United  States  did  not 
constitQte  any  good  cause  for  withholding  the 
revocation  as  to  her,  when  she  professed  to  hare 
repealed  her  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  there  was 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  hare  been  extended  to 
Great  Britain  also^  when  she  actually  repealed 
her  Orders  in  Council? 

I  am  extremely  at  a  loss  to  say  whether  my 
judgment,  my  memory,  my  imagination,  or  my 
command  of  words,  fit  me  for  the  expression  of 
the  few  scattered  ideas  I  hare  on  this  subject ;  I 
fear  that  they  mav  fail  me.  But  I  believe  it  will 
be  conceded,  on  all  hands,  that  if,  after  the  rero- 
cation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  the  Pres* 
ident  of  the  United  States  bad,  as  he  honorably 
might  have  done,  made  that  repeal  the  basis  of 
negotiation  with  Qreat  Britain,  there  is  not  a  man 
in  this  country — certainly  there  is  none. among 
his  .admirers  and  adherents — who  would  not  have 
bailed  him  as  the  restorer  of  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  which  had  been  so  idly 
(I  had  almost  said  so  wickedly)  disturbed.  But, 
regardless  of  every  consequence,  we  went  into  war 
with  England  as  an  inconsiderate  couple  go  into 
matrimony,  without  considering  whether  they 
have  the  means  of  sustaining  their  own  existence, 
much  less  that  of  any  unfortunate  progeny  that 
should  happen  to  be  born  of  them.  The  sacrifice 
was  madcf.  The  blood  of  Christians  enjoying  the 
privileges  of  jury  trial,  of  the  writ  of  Kabeat  cor* 
puSf  of  the  freedom  of  conscience,  of  the  blessings 
of  civil  liberty,  citizens  of  the  last  Republic  that 
ambition  has  left  upon  the  face  of  a  desolate  earth 
— >the  blood  of  snch  a  people  was  poured  out  as  an 
atonement  to  the  Moloch  of  France.  The  Jug- 
gernaut  of  India  is  said  to  smile  when  it  sees  the 
blood  flow  from  the  human  sacrifice  which  its  wor- 
ship exacts :  the  Emperor  of  France  might  now 
smile  upon  us.  But  no,  sir,  our  miserable  offer- 
ing is  spurned.  The  French  monarch  turoa  his 
nose  and  his  eyes  another  way.  He  snnfk  on  the 
plains  of  Moscow  a  thousand  hecatombs,  waiting 
to  be  sacrificed  on  the  shrine  of  his  ambition  ;  and 
the  city  of  the  Czars,  the  largest  in  the  world,  is 
to  be  at  once  the  altar  and  the  fire  of  sacrifice  to 
his  miserable  ambition.  And  what  injury  has  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  done  to  him  ?  For  what  was 
he  contending?  For  national  existence;  for  « 
bare  existence ;  for  himself  and  the  people  who 
are  subject  to  his  sway.  And  what,  sir,  are  you 
doing  ?  Virtually  fighting  the  battles  of  his  foes ; 
surrendering  yourself  to  the  views  of  his  adver- 
sary, without  a  plea«-*without  anything  to  justify 
vour  becoming  the  victims  of  his  blasting  am- 
bition. 

Yes,  sir,  after  having  for  y^ears  attempted  to 
drive  us  by  menace  into  war  with  England,  when 
he  has  seen  us  fairly  embarked  in  it,  and  the  cham- 

8 ions  of  human  rights  ibleeding  in  his  cause,  the 
luler  of  France  has  turned  with  contempt  trom 
your  reclamations ;  he  has  left  your  Minister, 
who  was  charged  with  those  reclamations,  to  fol- 
low him  in  his  Russian  campaign,  to  whip  up  his 


jaded  Pegassos,  and,  travelling  at  his  heels,  to 
overtake  nim  if  he  can. 

For  these  injuries  and  insults  what  atonetnent 
has  been  made  ?  What  satisfaction  has  been  re- 
ceived for  your  plundered  property?  And  what  is 
the  relation  in  which  you  stand  to  France?  At 
this  moment,  when  it  is  well  known  that  it  would 
not  require  one  additional  man  in  the  Army  or 
Navy  to  make  good,  in  the  eye  of  nations,  jrour 
character  as  an  independent  and  high-spirited 
people,  vou  are  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  your's  and 
the  world's  Uncfoer.  Is  there  anything  yet  want- 
ing to  fill  op  the  full  measure  of  injustice  you 
have  sustained  ?  Gentlemen  on  all  sides  are  ob- 
liged to  admit  that  the  provocation  which  we 
have  received  from  France  is  ample;  that  the  cup 
of  it  Is  overflowing.  And  yet,  what  is  our  situa- 
tion in  relation  to  that  destroyer  of  mankind^ 
him  who,  devising  death  to  all  that  live,  sits  like 
a  cormorant  on  the  tree  of  life;  who  cannot  be 
glutted,  nor  tired,  with  human  carnage ;  the  im- 
personation of  death ;  himself  an  incarnate  death? 

All  this,  I  say,  does  prove— and  if  it  does  not 
I  call  on  ffentlemen  to  disprove  the  fact — that 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  standard  by  which  we 
measure  French  aggressions  and  the  aggressions 
of  any  other  people  under  the  sun.  When  Spain 
was  the  ally  of  France  she  was— what?  She  was 
secure  from  our  indignation.  There  was  not  a 
murderer,  a  barbarian,  in  all  our  Western  wilder- 
ness that  was  not  safe  under  the  Spanish  cloak. 
For  why?  Because  the  Kin?  of  Spain,  such  as 
he  was — for  he  wore  only  the  semblance  of  a 
crown— was  in  alliance  with  France;  and  he 
must  not  he  touched. 

But  what  has  RevoliUwnary  Spain  done? 
What  offence  has  she  committed  against  France? 
That  she  is  not  only  helpless,  destitute  of  re- 
sources, unable  to  return  a  blow,  but,  above  all,  is 
coveted  by  France,  are  considerations  which  can- 
not justify,  on  the  part  of  France,  conduct  to- 
wards her  more  infamous  than  that  of  the  Eng- 
lish at  Copenhagen — conduct  cowardly  as  it  is 
unprincipled.  Bat,  sir,  I  forewarn  gentlemen  of 
the  Southern  country — I  do  beseech  them,  with  a 
sincerity  which  no  man  can  have  a  right  to  ques- 
tion— ^to  beware  how  they  transfer  the  theatre  of 
war  from  the  rocks  and  snows  of  Canada  to  the 
sand-hills,  the  rice-fields,  the  tobacco  plantations 
of  the  Southern  States.  For  them  to  think  of 
voluntarily  consenting  to  make  that  region  the 
theatre  of  the  war  would  compel  me  to  believe 
that  they  are  on  the  verge  of  that  madness  which 
precedes  the  destruction  of  all  doomed  by  Heaven 
to  perish. 

Sir^  I  have  just  touched,  with  trembling  and 
faltering  hand,  some  of  the  preliminary  observa- 
tions which  I  nad  intended,  at  some  time  or  other, 
to  make,  into  which  I  have  now  been  prematurely 
forced  to  enter,  not  more  unexpectedly  than  un- 
avoidably, by  the  strange  turn  which  this  debate 
has  taken. 

There  are  two. other  points — for,  in  respect  to 
the  Orders  of  Council,  I  shall  not  say  a  word 
about  thetn— upon  which  I  am  very  anxious  to 
offer  myself  to  your  attention:  the  one  the  cele- 
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brated  point  of  impreasnent,  which,  though  it 
has  been  very  ably  handled,  is  notjet  exhausted: 
the  other  the  Indian  war  on  our  Western  border^ 
And  I  also  wish  to  say  something  on  the  subject 
of  negotiation.  In  the  midst  of  a  war  with  one 
of  the  greatest  Powers  of  Europe,  why  should  the 
gleam  of  the  tomahawk  and  the  scalping-knife, 
the  cries  of  massacred  women  and  children  reach- 
ing our  ears— whv  should  these  fright  us  from 
our  propriety  1  Why,  we  are  told  the  Indiantf  of 
the  West  hare  been  stirred  up  to  war  with  us  b? 
British  asents.  But  what  is  the  fact  ?  Thai  we 
have  no  Indian  war  but  a  war  of  our  own  seek* 
ing,  as  I  have  already,  in  the  course  of  this  ses- 
sion, read  to  you  certain  proofs;  and  I  will  now 
give  you  another.  I^  is  this :  It  is  agreed  on  ait 
hands — no  man  has  attempted  to  dispute  it-~that, 
in  the  affiiir  of  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  the  com- 
mander and  the  officers  distinguished  themaelvesv 
by  the  neatest  gallantry.  How  has  it  happened, 
then,  that  while  we  nave  been  freely  voting 
medals  to  those  gallant  officers  of  our  navy  who 
have  distinffuished  .themselves  on  the  ocean — and 
I  hope  we  snail  vote  them  something  more  sub- 
stantial— not  a  whisper  ha&been  heard  in  relation 
to  those  who  have  been  enmged  in  this  expedi- 
tion against  the  Indians?  T&e  subject  has  not 
been  even  inquired  into. 

Do  we  know,  at  this  moment,  as  a  Legislature, 
the  causes  of  that  disastrous  business— I  call  it  so 
from  its  consequences — or  by  whose  authority 
this  war  was  made?  Or,  is  it  coiAe  to  this:  that 
Gtovernofs  of  our  Territories  are  to  consider  them- 
selves as  BO  many  Hastings  and  Wellesleys  of  our 
country,  and  that,  while  thev  do  not  involve  us 
in  war  with  Christians  like  themselves,  they  may 
go  to  any  extent  in  exterminating  the  Red  Bar- 
barians here  as  in  the  East  Indies  Qovernors  and 
Proconsub  of  the  British  Gk>vernmettt  do  there 
in  reffard  to  uncivilized  Powers  of  that  quarter  of 
the  globe?  Is  it  discovered  that  our  Territorial 
Governors  may  at  pleasure  invade  the  territory 
of  other  nations-^for,  inconaidemble  and  con- 
temptible though  they  be,  the  Indian  tribes  aire 
nations — in  like  manner  that  the  British  author- 
ities make  war  upon  those  nations  of  the  East? 
Yes,  sir,  not  only  is  thi^  a  war  of  ounown  seek- 
ing—-not  only  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  keep  the 
peace — hut  in  the  country  which  was  the  scene 
of  the  battle,  and  in  the  adjacent  country,  it  was 
the  most  popular  war  ever  waged.  The  frontier 
people  of  this  countrv'have  been  in  the  habit  of 
driving  the  heathen  oefore  them;  and  to  them 
the  chase  of  the  deer,  the  elk,  and  the  antelope,  is 
not  so  grateful  as  that  x)f  the  red  men  they  hunt. 
I  believe  that  it  is  the  cause  of  serious  regret  to 
many  of  the  people  of  the  West  that  there  is  now 
no  longer  any  motive  to  drive  them  from  their 
lands.  As  to  the  Red  Men,  the  Big-Knives  have, 
without  any  foreign  prompting  or  instigation, 
driven  them  off  from  a  country  more  extensive 
than  that  over  which  the  Emperor  of  France 
wields  his  sceptre.  So  I  put  aside  this  item  of 
Indian  war  altogether  as  a  matter  of  account  in 
the  list  of  our  grievances  against  the  British  Gov- 
ernment.   There  is  not  a  shadow  of  foundation 


for  believing  that  these  Indiana  were  or  could 
have  been  instigated  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against 
us  until  hostile  arms  had  been  taken  up  against 
them.  When  driven  to  the  wall  they  must  fiffht 
or  die^— thelast  alternative  left  to  them — forwhich 
nobody  can  blame  them. 

It  was,,  sir,  a  saying  of  one  of  the  beat  men  who 
ever  wrote,  in  correspondence  with  a  friend,  that 
he  had  not  time  to  write  a  shorter  letter ;  and  I  can 
truly  say  that  1  have  not  ti$ne  to  deliver  a  shorter 
speech.  I  know  that  this  question  will  be  taken 
to*day,  for  I  have  been  so  admonished ;  and  my 
own  very  severe  and  sudden  indisposition^  whicn 
I  am  almost  ashamed  to  name,  will  compel  me 
to  detain  your  attention  much  longer  than  under 
qther  circumstances  would  have  been  the  case. 

A  word,  now,  on  the  subject  of  impresso^ent. 
Our  foreign  trade  had  grown  beyond  the  capacity 
of  either  our  tonnage  or  seamen  to  manage. 
Our  mercantile  marine  was  an  infant  Hercules  \ 
but  it  was  overloaded  beyond  its  strength :  the 
crop  was  too  abundant  to  be  gathered  by  our 
hands  alone.    The  consequence  was,  and  a  natu- 
ral one  too,  that  not  only  the  capitalists  flocked 
into  our  country  from  abroad  to  share  in  our 
growing  commerce,  but  the  policy  also  of  our 
Government  was  adapted  to  it,  and  a  law  was 
passed  to  enable  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  ser- 
vices of  British  seamen  and  seamen  of  other  coun- 
tries.   And,  in  doing  this,  we  availed  ourselves 
of  the  pretext — which,  as  long  as  the  countries  ta 
which  they  belonged  winked  at  it,  was  fair  for  us 
to  use — of  takiog  these  British  seamen  for  Amer- 
icana.  It  was  in  1796  that  commenced  the  act,  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  and  that  system 
of  "  protections,"  as  they  were  called,  the  very 
mention  of  which,  at  this  day,  causes  a  burst  of 
honest  indignation  in  the  breast  of  citizens  whose 
situation  enables  them  to  ascertain  their  true 
character.     If  these  ''protections,''  so  termed, 
have  not  been  forged   all  over  Europe,   it  is 
only  for  the  reason  that  the  notes  of  a  cer* 
t%in  bank  of  which  I  have  heard  have  not  been 
forged,  viz :  that,  the  bank  being  broke,  its  notes 
were  so  worthless  that  people  would  not  even 
steal  them.    The  "  protections",  axe  attainable  by 
everybody;  by  men  of  all  ages,  countries,  and 
descriptions.    They  are  a  mere  farce.    The  issu- 
ing of  them  has  gone  far  .to  disgrace  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country,  and  has  brought  into  question 
and  jeopardy  the  rights  of  real  American  citi- 
zeiu.    This  question  of  impressment,  delioate  as 
i^  has  been  said  to  be-^ifficult  as  in  one  view  it 
certainly  is^s.  of  all  others,  in  my  judgment, 
the  most  compMict.    With  the  gentleman  from 
New  York.  I  will  say  that  the  tide  of  emigration 
has  brought  to  the  shores  of  our  country  many 
most  valuable  characters;  some  of  them  persons 
with  whom  I  have  the  honor  of  being  in  habits, 
not  only  of  intimacy,  but  friendship.    I  believe 
there  does  not  exist  one  man  of  this  description, 
who  comes  bwia  fide  to  this  countrv  to  settle 
himself  and  children  here,  that  would  reouire 
fou  to  go  to  war  on  his  account.    And,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  beliigereat  position  itself  in  which 
you  now  find  yourself  will  relieve  you  in  a  great 
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degree  of  this  eTil,  for  many  seamen  who  have 
so  long*  by  rirtae  of  these  **  protectioDs/'  passed 
themselves  off  for  American,  will  find  it  to  be 
very  convenient  to  be  Porturuese  or  Swedish 
seamen,  or  seamen  of  some  other  State  than  the 
United  States — some  State  that  is  not  at  war 
with  England.  Sir,  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  the  character  of  American  seamen  and 
seamen  of  every  other  country  on  earth.  The 
American  seaman  has  a  home  on  the  land,  a 
domictl,  a  wife  and  children,  to  whom  he  is  at- 
tached, to  whom  he  is  in  the  habit  of  returning 
after  his  voyages ;  with  whom  he  spends,  some- 
times, a  long  vacation  from  the  toils  of  maritime 
life.  It  is  not  BO  with  the  seamen  of  other  coun- 
tries^ For  the  protection  of  men  of  the  first  de- 
scription, I  am'  disposed,  if  necessary,  to  use  the 
force  of  the  country,  but  for  no  other.  I  know,  in- 
deed, that  someffenilemen  who  have  spoken  much 
.  on  the  subject  of  the  prinoi  pie  of  impressment,  will 
tell  you  that  the  right  to  take  from  a  neutral  ves- 
sel one  seaman,  if  carried  to  its  extent,  involves 
a  right  to  take  any,  or  all  seamen.  Wny.  sir,  tn 
like  manner  it  might  be  argued  that  the  taking 
illegally  of  one  vessel  at  sea  involves  the  right  to 
take  every  vessel.  And  yet,  sir,  who  ever  heard 
(fi  two  nations  ^ot'ii^  to  inar  about  a  single  case 
of  capture,  ibouffh  admitted  not  to  be  justified  bv 
the  laws  ?  Such  a  case  never  did  and  never  will 
occur. 

Of  one  thing  we  are  certain:  it  rests  qpon  no 
doubtful  ground :  that  Great  Britain,  rather  than 
surrender  the  right  of  impressing  her  own  sea- 
men, will  nail  her  colors  to  the  mast,  and  £o  down 
with  them.  And  she  is  right,  becausie,  wnen  she 
does  surrender  it,  she  is  Sampson  shorn  of  bis 
strength :  (he  sinews  of  her  power  are  cut.  I  say 
this  openly  in  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and 
I  am  not  communicating  to  the  enemy  a  secret 
of  any  value,  because  she  has  herself  told^s  that 
she  can  never  surrender  it.  She  ha^  told  us  so, 
not  when  she  stood  in  the  relation  of  an  enemy 
toward  usj  but  in  the  friendly  intercourse  of  the 
British  Ministry  with  our  late  Commissioners  at 
London.  Turn  to  the  book :  I  wish  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  if  he  hat  it,  would  for  a  moment 
let  me  have  the  use  of  it*  You  are  told  in  that 
book  that  every  effort  was  made  by  the  American 
Commissionen  to  effect  a  relaxation  of  this  right ; 
thtft  the  British  Mtniatry  evinced  the  sincerest 
desire  to  give  satisfaction  to  them  on  this  point: 
but  what!  The  Admiralty  was  consulted ;  they 
waked  up  out  of  their  slumbers  the  Civilians  at 
Doctors'  Commons  to  deliberate  upon  it;  and 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  GbvemmenC 
of  Great  Britain  could  not  give  up  that  right. 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  the  Commissioners 
of -the  United  States  \fi  negotiate  a  treaty  with 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  their  cor- 
respondence with  their  own  Government,  give 
this  fact  to  excuRC  themselves  for  failing  to  ac- 
complish their  object,  and  to  prove  that  every- 
thing had  been  done  that  could  be  on  their  part, 
and  everything  conceded  on  the  other  side  that 
the  most  friendly  dispositi'On  could  warrant — 
and  here  I  do  not  speak  of  masked  friendship^ 


but  of  real  friendship.  Although  everything  pos- 
sible had  been  done,  this  right  of  impressment  of 
her  own  seamen  was  a  Hne  qua  rum  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain — one  which  would  not,  could 
not,  must  not,  be  surrendered.  And,  sir,  if  this 
question  of  the  right  of  impressment  was  one  on 
which  we  were  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain, 
we  ought  to  have  gone  to  war  then;  because  we 
were  then  toid  by  the  highest  authority  in  that 
Government  that  this  was  a  point  which  never 
would  be  given  up. 

i  fifid,  sir,  that  I  eahnot  trust  my  broken  voice 
to  read  the  book,  now  that  it  is  in  my  hand,  but 
must  rely  upon  my  recollection  for  facts. 

Now,  this  question  li^  as  I  have  said,  in  a 
very  small  compass.  The  right  of  Great  Britain 
to  take  her  own  seamen  from  your  merchant  ves- 
sels, (if  it  be  a  right,)  is  one  which  she  has  ex- 
ercised ever  since  you  were  a  People,  wherever 
occiisioBs  for  its  exercise  have  occurred.  Will 
yon  not  only  go  to  war,  but  wage  a  beiium  ad 
tfUemeeimiim  for  it?  Will  you  wage  an  endless 
war  of  extermination  for  this  right,  which,  yoa 
have  known  for  two  and  twenty  years  of  yonr 
national  existence,  she  will  not  relinquish?  A 
^tleman  from  Tennessee,  of  whose  capacity 
few  isen  have  more  respectAil  opinion  than  my- 
self, has  quoted  the  diplomatic  correspondence  as 
far  back  as  1792,  to  show  what  General  Waah- 
inotoic'b  opinions  were  on  this  question  of  im- 
pressment, and  this  opinion  of  the  Father  of  his 
Country  is  now  helcl  up  to  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  lor  the  purpose  of  enlisting  their  pre- 
judices in  the  conviction  that,  by  involving  the 
country  in  warfare,  we  are  at  this  moment  tread- 
ing in  the  footsteps  of  that  great  man,  and  actiog 
upon  his  principles.  Nothing  can  be  more  un- 
true. To  say  that  the  Treaty  of  Louisiana  was 
negotiated  two  years  after  the  letter  of  instruc- 
tion quoted  from  the  Wasbinoton  Administra- 
tion, and  that  that  treaty  contained  no  provision 
on  this  point,  is  a  reply  in  full  to  this  course  of 
argument.  But  what  does  the  correspondence 
referred  to  prove?  What  every  treaty,  what 
every  negotiation,  has  proren:  that  England 
would  not  give  up  this  point,  although  she  made 
offers  for  guarding  against  abuse— offers  more 
favorable  to  us  than  oors  to  her.  And  yet  the 
Administration  of  this  Government  have  had 
the  hardihood  or  the  folly  to  plunge  the  nation 
into  a  war  for  it — for  a  point  on  which  General 
Washington,  Mr.  Adams,*and  Mr.  Jeflferson,  men 
differing  from  each  other  as  much  as  may  be  in 
every  aspect,  had  been  content  to  negotiate,  rather 
than  go  to  war  for  its  assertion. 

What  was  the  offer  made  to  our  GtoVemmeBt 
by  the  British  Ministry  ?  If  I  do  not  forget,  their 
oner  was  that  they  would  not  impress  American 
seamen  if  our  Government  would  not  employ 
British  seamen.  Their  offer  to  us  was  not  ac- 
cepted, but  it  was  beyond  question,  in  my  opin- 
ion, more  beneficial  than  the  proposition  which 
we  on  that  occasion  made  to  them. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  right  of  search 
cannot  be  endured ;  that  the  protection  of  our 
flag  must  be  held  inyiolate }  that  if  a  search  of 


797 


mSTORT  OF  OOiraRBSS. 


798 


Janjskry^  1813. 


Additional  MMtary  Foret, 


H.  or  R. 


oar  ships  be  permiUod  for  British  seftm^Oi  they 
may  actually  take  Amdrican  seamen.  Sir,  there 
is  DO  doubt  of  the  fact  that  by  mistake,  sometimes 
perhaps  by  wilful  misconduct,  oo  the  part  of  offi- 
cers engaj^ed  in  ihe  search,  sDch  a  thing  may 
happen.  But,  should  we  not  think  it  exceedingly 
8iran|re  that  the  misconduct  of  an  officer  of  the 
American  Government,  in  one  case  in  twenty 
if  you  will,  should  be  a  cause  of  war  for  any  na- 
tion against  us?  It  is  one  of  these  eases  which 
does  occur,  and  will  forerer  occur,  to  a  neutral 
Power,  wheneTer  a  general  war  is  lighted  up.  It 
is  one  of  the  prices  which  this  country  has  to 
pay  for  its  rapid  accession  of  wealth,  such  as  is 
Unheard  of  in  the  annals  of  any  other  nation  but 
our  own.  And  this,  sir,  is  the  state  of  things  in 
which  we  have  ttDdertaken,in  children'^  language, 
to  qnarrelwiib  our  bread  and  buiter;  and  to 
identify  ourselres  with  one  of  the  belligerents  in 
a  war  in  which  we  have  no  proper  concern.  I 
will  not  touch  at  all  the  abstract  qaeation  of  the 
right  of  impressment :  it  has  been  so  much  more 
aUy  handled  by  others  that  I  shall  not  say  a  word 
about  it.  I  address  myself  to  the  common  sense 
of  the  planter,  the  farmer^  the  agrieultarist  of  our 
couDtry-^are  you  willing  upon  such  grounds  as 
these  to  continue  this  war?  I  have  no  doubt 
what  will  be  their  answer* 

Oo  these  subjects  I  have  delivered  my  senti^ 
meots  more  than  onee  before  in  this  House.  I 
think  of  them  with  horror  as  the  accursed  cause 
of  this  war.  Not  that  the  men  who  are  in  power 
are  worse  men  than  other  people,  but  that  they 
have  brought  upon  this  land  of  peace  and  freedom 
issues  the  end  of  which  it  would  be  impossible 
for  any  human  being  to  divine. 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  the  right  of  search 
does  practically  exist,  and  has  been  acknowledged 
by  all  nations.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  and  his  Secretary  of  State,  as  great  mas- 
ters of  the  Law  of  Nations,  will  be  among  the 
first  to  acknowledge  it ;  they  luxoe  acknowMged 
it,  and,  by  oar  treaties  with  foreign  Power«|  xh\% 
country  bae  heretofore  acknowledged  it,  so  tar  as 
ooncerns  the  right  to  search  for  contraband  gooda 
&nd  enemy's  property.  Snppow  that  there  are 
notorious  abases  under  this  right:  should  we 
be  justified  in  declaring  that  no  search  whatever 
of  our  merchant  vessek  shall  be  allowed  ?  There 
is  no  doubt  that,  under  the  color  of  the  right  of 
search— for  I  am  advocating  its  lawful  purposes 
only-<-abuses  have  been  committed  on  neutrals ; 
and  as  long  as  men  exist  it  will  be  %o.  The 
liability  to  abuse  of  this  right  is  the  price  which 
neutrals  pay  for  the  advantages  which  they  derive 
from  their  oeutrality ;  and  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  it  would  be  for  me  to  join  in  the  contest 
in  which  these  belligerents  are  engaged  for  the 
recovery  of  my  neutral  rights.  Where  are  those 
rights  when  great  maritime  Powers  become  bel 
ligereot?  There  are  neutral  rights  undoubtedly, 
but  there  are  also  neutral  duties.  And  shall  a 
neutral  nation,  a  nation  which  has  in  that  char- 
acter prospered  and  flourished  more  than  any  peo- 
ple on  the  face  of  the  globe,  !*acriSce  those  riguts 
and  those  advantages,  and  resort  to  war  against 


one  of  those  belligerents — and  for  what  ?  For 
a  point  of  honor !  Yet,  whilst  in  this  Claixotic 
spirit  we  have  gone  to  war  with  Baglaod;  al- 
though we  have  been  robbed,  re  riled,  contemned 
throughout  by  the  Emperor  of  France,  we  can 
see  no  eause  of  war  with  him ! 

What  shall  we  say  of  the  French  doctrine  in 
relation  to  this  subject  of  impressment?  If  that 
has  been- dwelt  upon  in  this  debate  by  any  honor' 
able  gentleman  pf  this  House  it  has  escaped  my 
notice.  What  is  the  French  doctrine  oo  this 
subject-*established  at  the  time  when  the  United 
States  stood  in  relations  of  peace  and  amity  to 
that  Power,  when  every  heart  beat  high  with 
sympathy  for  the  success  of  French  freedom ;  when 
some  of  those  who  have  since  transferred  their 
admifation,  I  will  not  say  their  love,  to  the  pres- 
ent Head  of  the  Freaeh  Government,  to  the  enemy 
of  French  freedom,  and  all  freedom,  to  all  oom- 
meroe,  and  right,  and  religioii-^at  the  time  when 
some  of  those  who  have  since  so  lamentably 
changed  on  this  subject  felt  an  interest  for  free- 
dom and  France  scarcely  inferior  to  that  which 
they  felt  *  for  freedom  and  America  ?  What 
were  then  the  doctrines  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment ?  That  ah  who  spoke  the  English  language 
should  be  treated  as  Englishmen^  unless  they 
could  give  proof  to  the  contrary ;  the  oftuafiro- 
handi  lying  on  those  who  spoke  the  language  of 
Ijocke,  and  Newton,  and  Milton,  and  Shakspeare. 
Yes,  sir,  whilst  the  English  Gk>vernmeBt  estab- 
lishes no  such  doctrine,  the  French  Government 
acts  upon  the  principle  that  speaking  the  Enj^lish 
laogusge  \s  prima  facie  evidence  ofyour  hein^  a 
British  subject,  and  would  justify  their  treatmg 
you  as  an  enemy,  the  burden  of  the  proof  to  the 
contrary  being  thrown  upon  yourself. 

Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  sav  on  the  subject  of 
the  Presidential  Election*-!  nave  nothing  to  say 
ofyour  choice  of  an  occupant  for  the  House  that 
stands  half-way  between  here  and  mv  lodgings. 
On  that  subject  I  have  taken  a  bond  of  faith  that| 
let  whosoever  may  be  in  authority  there— if  the 
principles  which  I  profess  be  such  as  the  Gkivern* 
ment  (the  Administration)  cannot  practise  opoa, 
or  at  least  such  as  ih»j  never  will  practise  upon-^ 
and  knowledge,  experience,  hu  taught  me  to  dis- 
trust them— wheosoever  they  desert  the  princi- 
ples they  and  I  have  heretofore  professed,  I  will 
maintain  them  :  1  never  will  be  a^amed  of  them. 
They  shall  lift  up  their  heads  in  States  if  not  in 
Courts.  They  shall  not  be  disparaged ;  and  we 
have  them  on  record.  And,  more,  in  the  same 
volume  in  which  they  are  to  be  fouad  is  contained 
the  record  of  the  antagonist  doctrines,  against 
which  at  that  day  we  held  up  our  hands.  But, 
sir.  be  any  man  at  the  head  of  an  army,  unless  it 
be  a  very  small  and  contemptible  one  in  force; 
of  an  army  such  as  that  of  which  we  are  now 
engaged  iii  aagmenting  the  foree-*an  army  to 
fill  up  the  ranks  of  which  it  will  take  at  least 
every  tenth  man  in  the  country  fit  to  bear  arms— 
any  man  so  posted  may  at  his  will  step  into  the 
P  esidential  Gtiair ;  the  form  of  an  election  by 
the  People  may  remain,  but  the  substance  has 
gone.    Yes,  sir,  whilst  we  are  talking  of  thirty* 

f 


799 


mSTOBT  OF  OONGRBSS. 


800 


H.opR. 


AddiHonal  MUUary  Fhrce* 


January,  1813. 


fire,  or  fifty,  or  sixty  thousand  men,  we  forget 
that  the  organization  of  soeh  an  army  is  a  draught 
from  that  part  of  our  population  fit  to  bear  arms, 
such  as  has  been  felt,  and  felt  for  half  a  century 
in  succession,  by  some  of  the  first  countries  in  the 
world.  In  Europe,  requisitions  by  GbTeroment 
for  every  tenth  man  fit  to  bear  arms  are  donsidered 
enormous  draughts.  On  paper  such  numbers 
make  a  formidable  show.  Many  of  them,  how- 
ever, we  know,  are  not  fit  to  l>^ar  arms.  The 
actual  number  of  no  army  in  existence  ever 
equalled  the  returns  of  that  army.  It  is  a  fact 
exemplified  in  a  nunner  not  more  curious  than 
instructive,  bv  a  writer  in  the  last  century,  that 
the  number  or  men  very  rarely  equals  two-thirds 
of  the  number  on  the  returns  of  an  army :  And 
just  so  it  is  with  your  militia.  Is  it  supposed 
that- all  those  men  whose  names  are  borne  on  the 
returns  are  in  health,  are  in  a  situation  to  be  at 
once  capable  and  willing  to-bear  arms  ?  Unques- 
tionably not.  No,  sir.  Let  me  not,  however,  be 
understood  to  disparage  the  militia.  It  is  not  the 
least  of  my  objections  to  this  bill  that  it  passes 
sentence  of  degradation  on  the  militia ;  it  cashiers 
them — runs  them  out  of  the  regiment  of  the  na* 
tion.  I  am  a  poor  militiaman  myself,  sir ;  and 
I  do  not  really  .choose  to  disparage  my  vocation ; 
to  consent  that  the  militia  of  this  cobntry  shall 
be  degraded,  held  up  to  ridicule,  have  the  finger 
of  scorn  pointed  at  it-~for  what  purpose?  To 
raise,  at  their  expense,  a  great  standing,  military, 
mercenary  force.  Yes,  sir,  mercenary — merce- 
nary. The  militia  are  to  be  laushedatl  And, 
why  ?  Will  you  show  me  a  militia  officer  or  a 
militia  private,  who  has  gone  as  far  in  disgracing 
his  country,  whether  we  regard  its  repntation  for 
courage  or  discretion — I  do  not  mean  that  part 
of  valor  which  comi»t8  in  discretion — as  the  com- 
manders of  your  armies  of  the  centre,  and  your 
armies  of  the  periphery,  and  of  the  circumference? 
Can  you  show  me  an  instance  of  the^ind  ?  Sir, 
I  honor  the  militia.  They  may  be  jeered  at  on  this 
floor,  but  they  compose  the  Constitutional  army 
of  this  and  every  free  country ;  and  that  country 
in  which  they  are  not  honored,  if  already  not  in 
the  jaws  and  culf  of  despotism,  is  at  the  brink  of 
that  abyss.    Honor,  I  say,  to  the  militia. 

I  have  another  objection  to  the  raising  of  this 
large  additional  army ;  that  is  to  say,  tlie  finan- 
cial situation  of  this  nation,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  expected  of  me  or  not  that  I  should 
go  into  that  subject:  certain  I  am  that  it  is  not 
hoped:  certain  I  am  that  the  opening  of  tbis  view 
of  the  question  must  be  deprecated  by  every  mem- 
ber within  the  reach  of  my  voice,  and  by  no  one 
m^re  than  by  yourself.  I  slur  it  over,  therefore, 
observing  only  that  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
this  country  presenta  to  the  world,  and  not  less  to 
ourselves,  a  sort  of  libel'  upon  the  policy  of  the 
country;  or,  that  the  policy  of  the  country  is  a 
libel  upon  its  finances,  A  parallel  between  tbem, 
so  far  from  running  on  all  fours,  has  not  even  a 
single  leg  io  halt  upon.  What  is  the  fact?  When 
men  of  acknowledged  ability — of  acknowledged 
richness  of  inventioo — under  the  operation  t>f 
every  consideration  that  can  operate  on  human 


passions  and  understanding;  when  such  men,  in 
their  conduct,  present  such  a  picture  as  is  pre- 
sented to  this  country  and  the  world  by  the  head 
of  the  American  Treasury,  it  may  require  saga- 
city, penetration,  to  discover  the  cause,  the  object, 
the  motive,  of  such  an  exhibition*  but  surely  none 
to  discover  the  fact — which  I  will  not  character- 
ize by  the  epithet  which  it  deserves.  For  what 
is  the  fact  ?  That,  io  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
it  wks  represiented  to  us  that  it  was  indispensable 
to  the  financial  credit  of  the  country — to  the 
prosecution  of  this  just  and  necessary  war — ^to  in- 
fuse into  it  proper  vigor  and  energy,  to  place  the 
country  in  "an  armor  and  an  attitnde,"  and  all 
that — that  a  monstrous  mass  and  burden  of  taxa- 
tion should  be  imposed  on  the  country.  This 
was  to  eke  out  heavy  deficiu  which  might  occur 
under  that  syatem  of  borrowing  so  often  tried, 
(and  rarely  failing  when  it  is  conducted  as  it 
should  be,)  but  ever  failing  when  it  is  not  bot- 
tomed on  punctuality  and  good  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  borrower.  And  yet,  sir,  at  this  session  of 
Congress,  the  Treasury  finds  itself  withont  any 
resources  for  carrying  on  the  Government  and 
the  war;  and  we  nave  had  presented  to  us  a  fresh 
prescription  of  taies,  which  we  were  asked  to 
s^low,  being,  as  we  were  told,  all  for  our  good. 
Well,  sir,  after  having  had  piled  up  on  your  uble 
yourbatch  of  new  tax  bills — not.  to  be  aur^  the 
result  of  any  very  great  labor  on  the  part  of  those 
who  prepared  them ;  for,  like  most  other  bills  of 
late  presented  to  you.  they  are  copied  from  the 
records  of  those  very  days  of  the  Reign  of  Terror 
of  which  we  sometimes  hea1^-Mr.  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  comes  forward  with  his  recom- 
mendation ot  a  fresh  resort  to  the  resource  of  bor- 
rowing. He  shows  to  you  a  begsarly  account  of 
empty  boxes ;  and  to  fill  them  he  proposes  new 
loans,  loans,  loans !  I  kno  w^  sir,  that  in  speaking 
of  Mr.  Secretary  GkiUatin  it  is  necessary  for  every 
man  in  this  nation  to  observe  an  especial  caution ; 
and,  perhaps,  it  is  fortunate  for  me  that  it  is  not 
in  my  power  at  this  time  to  speak  of  this  matter 
in  the  feeling  by  which  I  am  animated  in  regard 
to  it.  But  I  may  allow  myself  to  state  the  naked 
fact,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  whose 
influence  these  tax  bills  were  reportea  and  have 
been  voted  upon  in  committee  of  supply,  and  who 
now  tells  you  that  they  are  not  wanted,  and,  by 
fair  inference,  that  they  never  will  be,  has,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  trifled  with  the  respect  dne  from 
him  to  this  body.  He  has  trifled  with  the  dig- 
nity of  this  House:  I  say  so  boldly-^I  say  that  he 
must  show  cause  why,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
^ss,  these  heavy  taxes  were  represented  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,.  and  now,  forsooth,  that  there  is  not,  nor 
has  beeU)  any  occasion  ^or  them.  How  oiuch 
must  my  respectable  colleague  on  my  right  be  re- 
lieved by  this  information^  after  having  sacrificed 
himself  for  the  good  of  his  country  by  moving 
the  reconsideration  of  the  tax  upon  salt !  Yes,  sir, 
all  this  time  the  balance-master  of  the  Treasury 
has  really  be6a  trifling  with  the  dignity  of  the 
House.  He  has  been  either  false  to  himself  or 
false  to  the  nation;  and,  if  he  has  not,  let  it  be 
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sfaowD  that  he  has  not,  and  I  shall  be  the  first  maq 
to  make  him  the  amende  honorable— in  the  strict, 
true,  dignified  sense  of  that  term. 

1  mast  DOW  say  a  word  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Russell,  and  his  overtures,  his  '^  negotiations,"  so 
called,  with  the  British  Government.  I  know,  or 
at  least  believe,  that  he  had  no  more  power  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  British  Govern  men  t  ihan  I  had, 
because  there  is  only  one  mode  in  which  such  a 
power  could  be  conferred  under  the  Constitution 
and  the  law.  Now,  sir,  if  he  had  been  really 
nominated  and  appointed  wi|h  the  consent  of  the 
Senate  in  quality  of  Minister  Pleoipbtentifiry  to 
London,  he  then  would  have  had  power  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  British  Gbvernn^nt;  but  not  other- 
wise. While  J  state  this,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
misunderstood  to  suppose  that  it  was  competent 
for  Lord  Castlereagh,  or  anybody  else,  to  ques- 
tion his  authoritjr  any  further  than  as  resulting 
from  his  instructions.  It  was  competent  for  the 
English  diplomat  to  call  for  his  instructions  and 
powers ;  but  I  should  forever  lift  up  my  hand  and 
voice  against  the  right  of  any  foreign  Gbvern- 
ment  to  question  the  mode  by  which  this  author-< 
ity  was  devolved  on  the  agent:  I  do  not  find  that 
in  this  case  it  has  been ;  but  I  hive  no  hesitation 
in  saying — broad  as  the  declaration  may  be 
thoug^ht,  fatigued  as  1  am,  and  as  little  under  my 
eomnaand  as  my  judgment  in  such  a  case  may  be 
supposed  to  be — that  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Rusr 
sea  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  in  regard  to  the  point  of 
impressment,  was  an  insult,  not  upon  him,  Lord 
Castlereagh,  but  upop'me,  you,  and  the  whole 
body  of  the  American  peopfe.  What  was  the 
offer?  I  cannot  quoXe  the  words,  but  the  sub' 
stance  is  impressed  upon  my  memory.  .Itwa?, 
that  England  should,  in  addition  to  forthwith  re- 
pealing the  Orders  in  Council^  immediately  con* 
sent  to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  persons 
found  on  board  American  vessels,  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  British  Government  would 
assent  to  enter,  as  soon  as  may  be^nto  definite 
arrangements  to  the  same  effect.  Thisproposi* 
tion  called  upon  her  to  yield — what?  That  which, 
in  the  let(er  of  the  American  Commissioners  of 
November  11,  1806,  the  gentleman  told  us  Eng- 
land would  never  yield  until  she  yielded  the 
Tower  of  London,  or  words  to  that  effect — a  point 
which  she  had  announced  to  this  Giovernment, 
iub  sigillo,  that  she  never  would  yield.  That 
very  thing  being  yielded,  Mr.  Russell  informed 
the  British  Ministry  he  was  ready  to  commence 
a  negotiation  for  the  suspension  of  hostilities  be- 
tween the  two  countries  f  It  was  an  insult  upon 
every  man  in  the  country,  to  call  that  a  proposal 
for  negotiation.  The  declaration  in  the  year 
1806  (the  very  one  to  which  I  have  referred)  is 
contained  in  the  letter  in  this  book,  in  which  our 
Government  was  informed,  by  our  Ministers  at 
London,  that  England  would  not,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, abandon  this  right;  and  that,  even  if 
the  Ministers  were  to  consent  to  do  so,  public 
opinion  would  not  allow  of  it.  Permit  me,  sir, 
in  passing,  while  noticing  this  letter  of  the  11th 
of  November,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  a  fact  which  I  mentioned  twice  while  the 
12lbCoN.  ^cISess.— 26 


House  sat  with  doors  closed,  but  which  1  have 
never  seen  referred  to  in  any  of  the  public  prints, 
and  heard  mentioned  but  by  one  gentleman  in 
private  conversation.  It  is  this :  We  all  know 
of  the  declaration  of  the  British  Commissioners, 
superadded  to  the  rejected  treaty,  after  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  French  decree  of  November, 
1806;  we  all  know  the  handle  made  of  this  note 
as  a  ground  for  the  rejection  of  that  treaty ;  and 
yet  proof  exists  in  this  volume,  that,  more  than 
one  month  before  the  existence  of  the  British 
Commissioners'  "note"  of  the  Slst  of  December, 
and  nearly  six  weeks  before  its  existence  was  offi- 
cially known  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  treaty — the  terms  of  which  and  au- 
thors of  which  have  improperly  been  brought 
into  question  before  this  IJouse—that  treaty  of 
1806  was  condemned.  Condemned,  how  ?  I' be- 
lieve that  I  can  refer  pretty  readily  to  the  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  in  this  book,  although  I  have 
not  doubled  down  or  dog's-eared  it. 

[Mr.  R.  here  read  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sec- 
retary Madison  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  information  from 
them,  under  the  date  of  November  11, 1806,  of 
the  agreement  of  the  Ministers  of  the  two  Gov- 
ernments upon  the  prmet  of  a  treaty,  with  a  copy 
of  the  draught  of  it.  In  that  letter  the  Secretary 
states  the  views  of  thcPresident,  (Mr.  Jefferson,) 
as  follows : 

"  The  turn  which  the  negotiation  has  taken 
'  w^s  not  expected,  and  exacts  as  much. of  regret 
^  as  of  disappointment.    *     *     ♦     The  result  of 

*  his  (the  President's)  deliberations  is,  that  it  does 
^  not  comport  with  his  views  of  the  national  sen- 
'  timent  or  of  the  national  policy,  that  any  treaty 
^  should  be  entered  into  with  the  British  Govern- 

*  ment  which  would  include  no  article  providing 

*  for  the  case,  (of  impressinent,)  *  *  »  The 
'  President  thinks  it  more  eligible,  under  all  cir- 
'  cumstanees,  that,  if  no  satisfactory  or  formal 

*  stipulation  on  the  subject  of  impressment  be  at- 
^  tainable,  the  negotiation  shall  be  made  to  termi- 
^  nate  without  any  formal  compact  whatever."] 

It  was  not  known,  at  the  time,  to  use  a  lawyer's 
phrase,  that  our  Government  was  in  the  quo  am* 
mo  of  rejecting  that  treaty ;  and  yet,  strange  to 
tell,  the  negotiators  of  that  treaty  of  1806  were 
put  under  the  ban,  not  of  the  Emperor  of  France, 
out  of  faction  at  home,  for  having  dared  to  ne- 
gotiate a  treaty  with  the  obnoxious  '^  Note"  of 
December  1,  from  the  British  Commissioners, 
attached  to  it.  -Strange  as  may  appear  the  fact, 
it  is  nevertheless  true,  and  is  a  lamentable  proof 
of  the  weakness  of  poor  human  nature,  never 
enough  to  be  deprecated,  that  the  admission  of 
one  of  these  Commissioners  of  the  United  States 
— these  very  missionaries  of  peace  and  concilia- 
tion-<-into  the  Executive  Councils  of  this  coun- 
try has  been  the  signal  of  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. I  speak  of  facts:  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  them.  I  .will  not  trust 
myself  on  the  subject  of  opinion.  I  speak  of  the 
fact. 

And,  sir^  is  it  nothing  to  the  bill  which  we  are 
now  debating,  for  raising  an  additional  army  of 
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twenty  thousand  men — or  is  it  a  departure  from 
order  to  hint  on  this  floor  at  a  circumstance 
which  all  men  are  employed  and  occupied  in  dis- 
cussing at  their  fire-sides? — that  this  army,  to 
constitute  an  aggregate  of  fifty-fire  thousand  reg- 
ular troops,  is  about  to  be  put  under  the  control 
of  the  man  who  was  tb«  author  of  the  Anonymous 
Letters  at  Newburg  at  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  inciting  a  handful  of  men,  the  rem* 
nant  of  the  old  American  army — perhaps  not 
numbering  six  thousand  altogether — to  gire  a 
matter  to  the  nation  ?  Is  that  a  consideration  to 
have  no  weight  upon  such  a  question  aa  this  ? 
'  With  me,  sir,  it  is  conclusive.  I  will  tell  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  a  Qovern- 
inent  or  a  man  may  despise  a  calumny— that  the 
arrows  of  slander  will  fall  blunt  and  harmless 
upon  them — provided  that  the  Gk)vernment  and 
the  man  be  true  to  itoelf  and  himself.  Yes,  sir, 
ask  yourself  this  question  in  regard  to  any  man 
to  whom  you  are  about  to  confide  important 
trusts:  Does  he  pay  his  just  debts?  Is  he  a  man 
of  truth  ?  Does  he  discharge  as  he  ought  the  du- 
ties of  a  friend,  a  brother,  in  society  ?  After  hav- 
ing done  that,  be  his  politics  what  tbev  may,  and 
his  peculiarity  of  opinion  in  politics  what  it  may, 
he  is  a  good  man ;  he  acquires  the  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him  :  he  is  impenetrable  to  mere  vul- 
gar calumny.  This  Government  ought  to  employ 
men  of  real  worth  and  capacity :  it  is  not  always 
that  those  showing  qualities  attracting  attention 
in  private  life,  or  as  companions,  are  of  rea^  ca- 
pacity. Do  those  who  administer  the  Govern- 
ment make  it  a  rule  to  employ  in  the  public  ser- 
vice none  but  men  of  real  capacity,  or  worth,  of 
'integrity,  and  of  high  character?  Do  they  give 
their  contracts  and  offices,  without  fear,  favor,  or 
affection,  to  men  of  responsibility  and  character — 
to  such  men  as  you  would  in  private  life  give 
your  own  contracts  to  ?  Or  do  they  bestow  them, 
as  is  done  in  some' Governments  differently  con- 
stituted from  ours,  where  church  preferment  and 
military  preferment  are  sometimes  made  a  dirty 
job  of  Parliamentary  interest  ?  Do  they  employ 
men  of  clean  hands,  with  fair  characters;  or  is 
every  caitiff,  without  examination,  welcome  to 
their  arms^  provided  he  can  bring  with  him  the 

firoof  of  his  treachery  to  his  former  employers  ? 
t  depends  on  these  facts  whether  confidence  is 
due  to  any  Administration  of  the  Government. 

Sir,  I  have  much  yet  to  say  which  appeared  to 
me,  when  I  rose,  not  to  be  unworthy  your  atten- 
tion ;  but  I  contess  to  you.  with  feelings  some- 
thing like  contrition,  that  my  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject has  undergone  a  change. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  on  which  I  do 

'not  know  how  to  speak  in  this  place  with  the 

reverence  which  is  due  to  it.    I  cannot  pass  it 

over,  and  yet  I  know  not  how  to  touch  it.    Yes, 

sir,  there  is  one  reflection  pressing  itself  as  a 

;  crown  of  thorns  upon  my  own  head,  which  I  am 

bound  to  present  fo  the  consideration  of  this  As- 

'  sembly  and  this  people.    Is  it  fitting  that  the 

only  two  nations  among  whom  the  worship  of 

the  true  God  has  been  maintained  with  anything 

like  truth  and  freedom  from  corruption ;  that  the 


only  two  nations  among  whom  this  worship  has 
been  preserved  unstained  shall  be  the  two  now 
arrayed  against  each  other  in  hostile  arms  in  a 
connictin  which,  let  who  will  conquer  in  the  fight, 
his  success  in  one  point,  if  that  be  an  object,  will 
have  been  attained :  so  much  of  human  life,  lib- 
erty, and  happinessj  will  have  perished  in  the  af- 
fray— in  the  service  of  this  scourge  with  which 
it  has  pleased  Gk>d,  in  his  wisdom  and  justice, 
not  in  his  mercy,  to  afiliot  mankind?  Is  it  fitting 
that  those  hands  which  Unite  in  giving  to  idola- 
tors  and  to  the  heathen  the  Word  of  Gh>d,  the 
Book  of  Life-— that  those  hands,  and  those  alone, 
should  be  thus  drenched  in  each  other's  blood  ? 
Will  you  unite  as  a  Christian  with  your  Protest- 
ant brother  across  the  Atlantic  for  these  noble 
purposes^  and  then  plunge  the  da^er  into  his 
t>reast  with  whom  you  are  assoeiated  in  a  cause 
so  holy-— one  so  infinitely  transcending  the  low, 
the  little,  the  dirty  business  we  are  called  upon 
here  to  transact  ?  I  hope  that  the  sacrifice  may 
be  stopped.  We  have  nothing  to  expect  from 
the  mission  of  our  Minister  to  the  Ruler  of  France, 
whether  at  Moscow,  or  wherever  else  he  may  be. 
The  Deity  or  Devil  whom  we  worship  is  not  to 
be  mollified  by  our  suppliant  appeals.  Let  us 
turn  from  him— come  out  of  his  nouse-*and  join 
in  the  worship  of  the  true  and  living  Gtod,  instead 
of  spilling  the  blood  of  his  people  on  the  abomi- 
nable altar  of  the  French  Moloch. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  I  could  have  wished  to  con- 
tinue my  remarks  furt-her,  but  I  cannot. 

When  Mr.  Ranuolph  concluded,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thubsuay,  January  14. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  th^  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  more  per- 
fect organization  of  th%  Army  of  the  United 
States."  with  amendments;  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  Message,  received  yesterday  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  read,  communi- 
cating copies  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  passed  on  the  3d  instant. — Referred 
to  Mr.  Akoheb,  Mr.  Rioqely,  Mr.  Taliaferro, 
Mr.  CoNoicT,  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Goldsbor- 
ouGH,  and  Mr.  Baker. 

Mr.  Troup  stated  th^t  he  had  a  communica- 
tion to  make  to  the  House  which,  in  his  opinion, 
required  secrecy:  When  the  HoUse  was  cleared 
of  all  persons  except  the  members  and  oflicerv  of 
the  House,  and  the  doors  were  closed;  and,  after 
remaining  so  for  some  time,  they  were  again 
opened. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  Statec^"  were  read,  and  referred  Co 
the  Committee  on  Military  A  flairs. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''providing 
Navy  pensions  in  certain  cases,"  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  they  desire  the  concurreoce  of 
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this  House.  The  Senmte  hare  also  passed  a  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^'An  aet  to  pro- 
'  vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
'  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
*  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  in  force  for 
'  those  purposes;"  in  which  thejr  desire  the'  con- 
currence oi  this  House. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  raise  twenty  additional  regiments  of 
infantry  for  one  year. — The  question  being  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stow  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  aware  of 
the  delicacy  and  novelty  of  my  situation,  as  well 
from  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  as  from  the 
neutral  course  which  1  mean  to  pursue.  He 
must  have  been  indeed  an  inattentive  observer 
of  mankind  who  proposes  to  himself  such  a 
course  without  being  exposed  to  difficulties  and 
dangers  from  every  side.  Our  country  has  ex- 
perienced them  too  long  from  the  great  belliger- 
ents of  Europe,  and  an  Individual  will  quickly 
find  them  here.  For  even  this^House  is  not  ex- 
empt from  its  great  party  belligerents  who  issue 
their  conflicting  decrees  and  Orders  in  Council; 
and,  in  imitation  of  the  hostile  Boropeans,  it  is 
soinetimes  a  sufficient  cauie  of  condemnation  to 
Imve  been  spoken  with  by  the  adverse  side.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  all  these  dangers,  I  mean  to 
launch  my  neutral  baric  on  this  tempestuous 
ocean,  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions, 
and  humbly  hoping  for  the  approbation  of  my 
country  and  my  God. 

The  proper  extent  of  the  discussion  growing 
out  of  this  bill  seemed  to  be  confined  to  these 
inquiries:    Can  the  force  contemplated  be  ob- 
tained?   If  obtained,  will  it  accomplish  the  end 
proposed  ?    And  lastly,  will  the  force  be  an  econo- 
mical one  ?    If  the  discussion  had  been  confined 
to  these  limits  I  would  have  listened,  and  not 
have  spoken ;  but,  sir,  it  has  taken  a  wider  range, 
and  assumed  a  more  important  aspect.    It  has 
embraced  the  present,  the  past,  and  the  future. 
The  causes  of  the  war,  and  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing it,  have  been  investigated,  and  even  confident 
predictions  have  been  made  as  to  its  end*    The 
history  and  the  state  of  our  negotiations  have 
been  carefully  examined — and  toe  Presidential 
order  of  succession  has  been  scrutinized  by  the 
liffht  of  experience  as  well  as  that  of  prophecy. 
We  have  sometimes  been  forced  into  the  scenes 
of  private  life;  and,  at  other  times,  we  have  been 
chained  to  the  car  of  Napoleon.    In  short,  sir, 
the  discussion,  has  ranged  as  wide  as  existence, 
and,  not  content  with  that,  the  speakers  "have 
exhausted  worlds,  and  then  ima^med  new."    I 
do  not  pretend  to  censure  this — it  may  be  well 
for  the  people  to  have  their  political  concerns 
thus  splendidly  dressed  and  passed  in  review  be- 
fore them.    But  still  I  will  attempt  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  from  the  regions  of  fiction, 
of  fancy,  and  of  poetry,  to  the  humble,  but  I  trust 
no  less  profitable,  sphere  of  reality  and  prose. 
Passing  by  many  of  those  things  which  have 
amused  by  their  ingenuity,  or  surprised  by  their 


novelty,  but  which  do  not  deserve  a  serious  an- 
swer, 1  will  endeaver  to  state  distinctly  the 
grounds  taken  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  or 
rather  the  opponents  of  furnishing  the  means 
of  prosecuting  the  war:  Firiftly,  It  is  alleged 
'*  that  the  war  was  originally  unjust."  Secondly • 
''That  if  the  war  was  originally  just,  it  has 
become  unjust  to  continue  it  in  consequence  of 
the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council." 
Thirdly.  "That  it  is  inexpedient  to  prosecute 
the  war,  because  we  have  no  means  of  coercing 
our  enemy  or  enforcing  our  claims."  Fourthly. 
"  That  we  are  unable  to  support  the  war."  And 
fifthly.  "  That,  in  consideration  of  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  House  ought  to  withhold  the 
means  of  further  prosecuting  the  war." 

First,  then,  it  was  alleged  that  the  war  was 
originally  unjust.  Here  let  me  call  on  the  House 
to  distinguish  between  unjust  and  inexpedient* 
Nothing  can  be  more  important  than  to  have 
clear  and  distinct  ideas  about  those  words  which 
lie  at  the  bottom  of  a  science,  or  inquiry.  This 
is  happily  illustrated  in  mathematics— there  every 
word,  by  the  help  of  diagrams,  is  carefully  de- 
fined; and  the  consequence  is,  that  there  are  no 
disputes  among  mathematicians,  while  their  la- 
bors have  done  honor  to  mankind.  A  thing  may 
be  just  and  yet  inexpedient^  the  justice  of  an  act 
relates  to  the  conduct  of  another,  the  expediency 
to  our  own  situation.  It  may  be  just  for  me  to 
sue  the  man  who  withholds  from  me  the  small- 
est sum;  and  yet  so  inexpedient  asto  be  even 
ridiculous.  Thus  a  war  may  be  perfectly  just, 
and  at  the  same  time  highly  inexpedient.  This, 
if  I  mistake  not,  was  the  ground  generally  taken 
the  last  year  by  the  opponento  of  the  war,  par- 
ticularly by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  before 
me,  (Mr.  Sbepfby,)  who  pointed  out  the  dis- 
tinction which  I  have  endeavored  to  do,  though 
with  more  ability  and  success,  t  hone  the  House 
will  bear  this  distinction  in  mind;  oecause  it  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  investigation 
which  I  intend  to  make.  Before  I  enter  further 
on  the  argument,  I  ask  theJHouse  to  indjilffe  oae 
for  a  moment  while  I  explain  my  views  relative 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war.  I  never  saw 
any  want  of  provocation  on  the  part  of  Qreat 
Britain.  I  never  for  an  instant  doubted  the  justice 
of  the  war,  while  I  ur^ed  iu  inexpediency  with 
all  my  might.  I  considered  man  placed  here  by 
a  beneficent  Pi'ovideoce.  on  a  fertile  soil,  and  in 
a  happy  climate,  eoligntened  by  science,  and 
protected  by  the  wisest  of  laws.  By  our  Revolu- 
tion out  adrift,  as  I  may  say,  from  the  old  world, 
before  the  storm  which  was  about  to  desolate 
Europe  arose,  I  fondly  hoped  that  this  new  world 
would  furnish  one  &ir  experiment  of  what  sci- 
ence, liberty,  an4  peace,  might  achieve,  free  from 
those  corruptions  which  have  eternally  attended 
on  war.  I  hoped  to  see  the  country  improved, 
and  bound  together  by  roads  and  canals,  to  see 
it  adorned  by  literary  institutions,  and  by  every 
establishment  which  reflects  honor  upon  man. 
Nor  do  I  yet  believe  that  this  was  an  Utopian 
vision,  or  an  idle  dream.  I  still  believe  it  miffht 
aU  hava  been. realized  by  a  diflerent  course— put 


807 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


808 


H.  OF  R. 


Additional  Military  Fhrcti 


Januaht,  1813. 


the  nation  has  determined  on  war,  and,  thoagb  ' 
it  was  not  my  choice,  I  still  maintain  that  it  is 
not  nniust. 

I  will  not  go  into  a  mioute  account  of  all  those 
injuries,  and  outrages,  the  bare  mention  of  which 
was  last  year  declared  sickening  to  the  soul.  I 
will  ouly  recall  the  most  prominent  to  the  recol- 
lection of  ffentlemen,  who  seem  almost  to  have 
forgotten  them.  First,  then  the  reriTal  of  the 
rule  of  '56,  relative  to  the  colonial  trade,  which 
produced  one  uniyersal  burst  of  indignation,  and 
called  forth  those  unanimous  resolutions  in  the 
Senate,  not  to  endure  it.  Was  that  no  just  cause  of 
war !  The  numerous  blockades,  against  which 
all  our  Minbters  in  England,  and  every  Admini«* 
tration,  have  remonstrated ;  the  repeated  insults 
of  our  cities  by  their  ships  of  war;  the  murder 
of  one  of  our  citizens  in  our  own  waters,  (I  mean 
Pierce;)  the  shameful  trial,  and  subsequent  pro- 
motion of  the  officer,  by  which  insult  was  added 
to  injury — in  all  this  do  gentlemen  see  nothing  to 
render  war  just?  I  pass  by  numerous  other  in- 
juries, and  come  to  the  Orders  in  Council — those 
orders  which  have  swept  millions  of  American 
property  from  the  ocean.  But,  sit,  we  have  been 
told,  that  France  was  the  aggressor — that  if  we 
had  compelled  F'rance  to  do  us  justice,  Great 
Britain  would  have  followed  in  due  time  the  ex- 
ample, and  thus  war  would  have  been  prevented. 
What  has  this  to  do  with  the  case,  suppose  it 
either  true,  or  false?  What  has  the  justice  of 
the  war  to  do  with  the  order  in  which  we  have 
received  the  injuries  from  France  or  England  ? 
Have  we  not  the  right  to  resist  the  one;  who  in- 
jured us  last,  as  well  as  the  first?  Who  ever 
dreamed,  that  to  determine  whether  it  was  law- 
ful to  repel  an  injury,  he  must  examine  the  his- 
tory of  his  life,  and  see  if  he  had  not  been  injured 
before  ?  Have  we  lost  the  moral  sense  ?  or  have 
we  been  so  long  accustomed  to  receiving  injuries, 
that  we  have  ceased  to  know  them;  that  after  a 

{»atient  endurance  of  fiAeen  years,  and  after  de- 
iberateljr  resorting  to  war,  we  are  gravely  about 
to  examine  the  chronology  of  our  wrongs  to  see 
if  Hfre  have  the  right  to  resist?  I  omit  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment ;  not  but  what  it  was  one  of 
the  just  causes  of  war,  but  because  I  intend  to 
apeak  of  it  in  another  place.  After  a  candid  re- 
view of  the  past,  can  any  person  then  maintain 
that  America  has  no  just  cause  of  war  ?  Sir,  to 
my  mind  it  appears  impossible. 

I  shall  now  examine  the  second  proposition, 
*^that  if  the  war  was  originally  just,  it^  further 
prosecution  is  unjust."  On  what  ground  does  this 
rest  ?  It  is  this,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
the  cause  of  the  war ;  those  orders  having  ceased, 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  becomes  unjust.  Here 
again  justice  and  expediency  are  confounded.  It 
was  never  maintained,  that  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil rendered  war  more  just  than  many  other  out- 
rages, though  they  went  farther  to  prove  its  expe- 
diency, and  even  necessity.  It  therefore  follows, 
that  their  repeal  does  not'afiect  the  justice  of  the 
war;  unless  accompanied  with  compensation  for 
the  spoliations  committed  under  them,  and  atone- 
ment made  for  other  wrongs.    Neither  of  these. 


is  it  pretended,  has  been  done ;  except  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  which 
I  purposely  left  out  of  the  catalogue  of  grievances. 
An  injury  which  was  a  just  cause  of  war,  re- 
mains a  just  cause  for  its  continuance,  till  atone- 
ment is  offered,  or  till  it  is  settled  by  negotiation. 
But.  sir,  an  ample  •lusiification  of  war  remains  in 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen.  The  claim  on 
our  part  is  not,  as  has  been  alleged,  a  claim  to 
protect  British  seamen-^it  is  a  claim  to  protect 
American  citizens.  Nay,  morcias  respects  the 
justice  of  the  continuance  of  the  war,  it  is  aclaim 
only,  that  they  will  cease  from  the  practice  dur- 
ing the  truce,  that  it  may  be  seen  whether  it  is 
possible  to  arrange  it  by  negotiation.  Is  it  un- 
just to  continue  the  war,  till  this  demand  is  com- 
plied with  ?  or  does  any  American  wish  to  see 
bis  country  prostrated  still  lower? 

Having  thus  far  explained  my  ideas  relative  to 
the  justice  of  the  commencement  and  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  I  will  bow  proceed  to  answer 
the  third  objection,  namely  :  That  it  is  inexpe- 
dient to  carry  it  on,  because  we  have  no  means 
of  coercing  our  enemy— -of  compelling  him — to 
what?  barely  to  a  just  and  honorable  peace  ;  for 
that  is  all  Wje  demand.  And  have  we  no  means 
of  doing  this  ?  Better  then  to  surrender  the  char- 
ter of  our  independence,  confess  we  are  incapa- 
ble of  self  protection,  and  beg  his  most  gracious 
Majesty  to  again  take  us  under  his  paternal  care. 
Such  a  doctrine,  sir,  is  as  unfounded,  as  it  is  de- 
grading to  the  American  character.  We  have 
ample  means  of  compelling  Great  Britain  to  do 
us  justice  ;  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  value  of 
our  commerce ;  in  the  enterprise  of  our  priva- 
teers ;  in  the  ^Uantry  of  our  ships  of  war,  and 
the  conquest  ot  her  provinces.  Our  custom  (con- 
sidering her  in  the  light  of  a  mechanic  or  mer- 
chant who  supplies)  is  of  vital  importance  to 
Great  Britain.  It  is.  not  to  be  measured  by  its 
amount,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  but  by 
the  strength  and  support  she  derives  from  the 
intercourse.  For,  while  I  admit  that  Great  Brit- 
ain does  not  send  half  her  exports  to  the  United 
States,  I  do  maintain,  that  the  custom  of  this 
country  is  of  more  importance  to  her,  than  that 
of  the  whole  world  beside.  It  is  with  a  nation 
as  with  an  individual,  if  he  exchange  luxuries 
for  luxuries,  or  superfluities,  such  as  ribands  for 
ribands,  which  he  consumes,  he  adds  nothing  to 
his  wealth;  but  if  he  exchange  his  luxuries,  or 
his  ribands,  for  bread  or  for  such  materials  at 
give  scope  to  his  industry,  he  is  then  benefited, 
and  enriched  by  the  interchange.  Such  is  the 
situation  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  Amer- 
ica. She,  and  her  dependencies,  receive  more 
of  provision,  and  raw  materials,  from  America, 
than  from  all  other  parts  of  the  world  together. 
Our  trade  exactly  gives  effect  to  her  industry,  her 
machinery,  and  her  capital.  And  it  is  this,  whicb 
has,  in  a  great  degree,  enabled  her  to  make  such 
gigantic  efforts  in  the  awful  contest  in  which  she 
is  engaged.  Our  privateers ;  will  they  have  no 
efiect  on  Great  Britain  ?  Will  she  learn  nothin^^ 
from  the  loss  of  three  or  four  hundred  ships  ? 
And  will  she  be  insensible  to  the  efiorta  of  our 
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littie  Nary  7  Gftn  th^  touch  no  nerve  in  which 
Britons  feel  ?  Far  different  are  my  eonclosions, 
from  what  I  have  seen  in  British  papers — they 
show,  that  she  is  tremblingly  alive  to  that  subject. 

Sir,  I  will  now  consider  her  provinces,  aboat 
which  so  much  has  been  said.  I  too  will  speak 
of  that  wonderful  country,  called  Canada,  which 
unites  in  itself  ail  contrarieties !  Which  is  so 
cold  and  sterile,  as  to  be  not  worth  possessing; 
and  so  fertile,  that  if,  by  any  calamity  it.  should 
become  ours,  it  would  seduce  away  our  popula- 
tion ; — ^which  is  so  unhappy  under  the  British 
Government  as  not  to  lure  our  inhabitants;  yet 
sohappy,that  it  is  criminal  to  disturb  their  felicity; 
— whose  inhabitants,  if  united  with  ours,  would  de- 
stroy us,  because  they  ha?e  none  of  the  habits  of 
freemen ;  and  who,  well  knowins  the  privileges 
of  their  free  Government,  will  defend  them  to 
the  last.  A  country  which  is  of  no  importance 
to  Great  Britain,  and  whose  loss  would  not  make 
her  feel ;  a  country  which  is  so  valuable  to  Great 
Britain  that  she  will  never  give  it  op.  A  coun- 
try so  weak,  that  it  is  inglorious  to  attack  it ;  and 
a  country  so  strong  that  we  can  never  take  it. 
But,  sir,  leaving  these,  and  a  thousand  other  con- 
tradictions,  the  work  Of  faney  or  of  spleen^  I  will 
present  to  the  House  what  I  believe  to  be  a  true 
view  of  the  subject,  drawn  from  a  near  resi- 
dence and  much  careful  examination.  Canada, 
is  of  great  importance  both  to  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  It  is  important  to  Great  Britain 
in  the  amount  and  kind  of  its  exports.  In  the 
last  year  preceding  war,  its  exports  amounted  to 
between  seven  and  nine  millions  of  dollars,  an 
amount  almost  as  great  as  the  exports  of  the  United 
States  preceding  the  Revolutionary  war.  And 
had  the  most  discerning  statesman  made  out  an 
order,  he  could  not  have  selected  articles  bet- 
ter adapted  to  the  essential  wants  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. •  It  has  been  said  that  Canada  is  of  less  value 
than  one  of  the  sugar  islands  of  the  West  Indies. 
Sir,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world^  Canada  is 
of  more  importance  to  Great  Britain,  in.  my  opin- 
ion, than  the  whole  West  India  islands  takeUr to- 
gether. In  danger,  as.  she  is,  of  being  shot  out 
from  the  Baltic,  and  fighting  for  her  existence, 
she  wants  not  the  luxuries,  the  sugars,  and*  the 
sweetmeats  of  the  West  Indies^-she  wants  the 
provisions,  the  timber,  the  masts,  and  the  spars  of 
the  North. 

Canada  is  abo  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  United  States,  in  a  commercial  and  political 
point  of  view.  I  have  in  a  great  measure  ex- 
plained its  commercial  importance  already,  bv 
stating  its  exports;  a  large  portion  of  which 
were  the  products  of  the  United  States.  Let  an 
attentive  observer  cast  his  eye  for  one  moment  on 
the  map  of  North  America ;  let  him  beaf  in  mind, 
that  from  the  forty^fifth  degree  of  latitude  the 
waters  of  Canada  bound  for  a  vast  extent  one  oif 
the  most  fertile,  and  which  will  become  one  of 
the  most  populous  parts  of  the  United  States; 
and  he  will  readily  perceive  that  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  must  soon  be  the  outlet  for  one  third 
of  all  the  products  of  American  labour.  The 
eame  circumstances  will  enable  it  to  lay  an  I 


impost  on  one  third  of  our  imported  articles.  Nor 
will  the  evil  to  our  revenue  end  here.  Great 
Britain  will  be  enabled  to  smuggle  her  eoods 
through  this  channel  into  all  parts  of  the  union. 
It  will  be  in  vain  that  you  attempt  to  counteract 
her  by  laws ;  from  the  great  lensth  and  contig* 
uity  of  her  possessions,  she  will  forever  evade 
them,  unless  by  your. laws  you. can  change  the 
nature  of  man.  But  its  greatest  importance  is  in 
a  political  point  of  view :  for,  although  not  as 
happy  in  its  Government  as  the  United  States,  it 
is  sumciently  so  to  draw  off  multitudes  of  our  new 
settlers,  when  the  intermediate  lands  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  Which  separate  it  from  New  Eng- 
land, shall  be  fuUy  occupied.  From  this  circum- 
stance it  will  divide  the  American  family,  and, 
by  the  commercial  relations  which  I  have  pointed 
out,  it  will  exert  a  dangerous  influence  over  a 
part  of  our  country ;  for  die  transition  from  com- 
mercial deoendence,  to  political  allegiance,  is  too 
obvious  to  be  insisted  on.  Having  endeavored  to 
show  the  importance  of  Canada  to  both  of  the 
contending  nations,  I  will  only  add  that  it  is 
within  our  power. 

The  fourth  objection  is,  that  we  cannot  support 
the  war — that  we  have  not  the  ability  to  carry  it 
on.    Before  I  proceed  to  answer  this  objection, 
permit  me,  sir,  to  notice  a  single  inconsistency  ot 
the  gentlemen  by  whom  it  Ims  been  urged.    It 
is  this:  in  one  psirt  of  their  argument,  they  repre- 
sent the  people  as  too  happy  to  enlist,  ana  in  an- 
other part  as  too  poor  to  pay  1    Both  of  these  pro- 
positions, I  presume^  cannot  be  true.    Not  to 
dwell  longer,  however,  upon  this  contradiction,  I 
do  maintain,  sir,  that  the  nation  is  fully  able  to 
prosecute  the  war.    On  what,  does  the  ability  of 
a  nation  depend  ?    A  person  who  will  give  him- 
self the  trouble  of  examining  things  rather  than 
words,  will  find  that  it  is  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  laborers  and  the  productiveness  of 
their  labor.     Wherever,  from  soil,  climate,  or  im- 
provement, the  labor  of  a  country  will  produce 
more  than  a  supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  it  is 
evident  that  the  surplus  time  may  be  devoted  to 
idleness,  to  the  production  and  consumption  of 
luxuries,  or  to  ito  carrying  on  of  war.    To  illus- 
trate this  farther — suppose  the  labor  of  a  person 
for  five  davs  will  support  him  six,  then  it  is  clear, 
that  the  labor  of  five  men  will  support  the  sixth 
man  in  idleness  or  in  war.    Now.  sir,  there  is  no- 
where that  the  labor  of  seven  millions  of  people 
will  produce  so  much  as  in  this  country;  conse- 
quently, nowhere  have  seven  millions  of  people 
so  great  an  ability  to  carry  on  a  war.    The  ouan- 
tity  of  circulating  medium,  whether  made  of  pa- 
per or  of  silver  dolla^  has  very  little  to  do  with 
the  subject.    If  i  t  is  made  of  paper,  and  to  a  great 
extent,  it  only  shows,  tliat  the  people  are  in  their 
habits  commercial ;  and  that  the  faith  of  contracts 
is  well  Supported.    The  real  ability  of  a  nation 
lies  in  what  I  have  stated ;  and  he  must  be  a  weak 
politician  who  cannot  call  it  forth. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  now  consider  the  last,  and 
by  far  the  most  important  objection  of  all ;  and 
one,  without  which,  I  certainly  would  not  have 
spoken.    It  i»i  that, in  eonsidieration  of  all  tho 
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circumstances  Id  which  we  are  placcfd,  it  1$  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  withhold  the  means  of 
further  prosecuting  the  war.  It  will  not  be  de- 
nied, I  trustj  that  this  is  a  fair  statement  of  the 
scope  and  object  of  most  of  the  reasonings  which 
hare  been  employed ;  and  that  without  this  ison- 
struction,  theywould  be  irreconcilable  with  com- 
mon sense.  This  doctrine,  in  my  opinion,  goes 
not  onHr  to  the  overthrow  of  our  Constitution, 
but  to  the  destruction  of  liberty  its^l^  The  prin- 
ciple of  our  Government  is,  not  only  that  the 
majority  shall  rule,  but  that  they  shall  rule  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  So 
that  if  it  could  be  proved  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  were  in  favor  of  certain  measures,  it  would 
not  be  sufficieot  till  they  had  pronounced  that 
decision  through  the  ConBtiiunonai  or^ns.  In 
short,  it  must  have  been  a  principal  object  with 
the  framers  of  our  Constitution  to  suspend,  at  least 
for  a  limited  time,  the  effects  of  popular  opinion. 
The  Constitution  has  committed  the  Legislative 
power  to  three  co-equal  branches;  and  to  the 
same  hands  has  it  intrusted  the  power  of  de- 
claring war ;  while  it  has  expressly  confided  the 
treaty-making  power -(and  which  aibne  can  make 
peace)  to  two  only  of  those  branches.  The  claiqi 
now  set  up,  goes  to  invest  that  branch  which  has 
no  authority  in  the  matter,  not  only  with  the 
treaty-making  power,  but  also  with  a  complete 
control  over  the  other  two  branches.  Thus  one 
branch  of  the  Crovemment  forcing  the  nation  to 
deeiH  from  doing  what  three^  including  itself, 
had  thought  best  to  perform.  Let  us  tesi  t^ 
correctness  of  this  principle  bv  applying  it  to 
another  co^ual  branch  of  tne  uovernment. 
Let  us  suppose  the  President  has*  made  a  treaty 
of  neace,  which  is  disapproved  of  by  the  Senate— 
and  suppose  upon  this  he  should  sav,  the  war 
ought  not  to  be  further  prosecuted,  and  refuse  to 
employ  the  public  force,  would  you  not  impeach 
him  ?  Most  unquestionably  you  would.  I  ex^^ 
pressly  admit  that  cases  may  be  imagined,  where 
such  a  course  would  be  proper-^where  it  would 
be  not  only  the  doty  of  this  House  to  withhold 
aupplies,  but  where  it  would  be  the  duty  of  an 
individual  to  resist  the  laws  i  but  such  are  ex- 
treme cases,  not  provided  for  by  any  organissation 
of  Qovernment.  What,  sir.  has  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  British  House  or  Commons  ?  Have 
they  ever  refused  supplies  because  a  war  was  un- 
popular, since  their  revolution  1  Did  not  the 
same  Parliament,  which  resolved  that  they  would 
consider  any  man  as  an  enemy  to  his  country 
who  would  advise  his  Majesty  to  the  further 
prosecution  of  ofiensive  wfr  in  America,  still 
vote  the  means  for  carrying  on  the  war?  A 
similar  case  occuned  when  Mr.  Fox  came  last 
into  power^^he  dtsararoved  of  the  commence- 
ment and  conduct  ot  the  war,  and  yet  he  called 
for  and  received  the  necessary  supplies.  Let  us 
examine  our  own  history :  in  the  case  of  the 
British  Treaty,  the  House,  by  a  call  for  papers, 
attempted  to  superintend  the  treaty-making  pow- 
er^ before  it  would  make  the  necessary  appro- 
priations. The  encroachment  was  inetantly  re- 
sisted by  the  great  man  wha  then  presided  over 


the  Qovernment,  and  his  decision  was  approved 
by  the  nation.  Is  not  the  duty  of  furniahing  the 
necessary  supplies  stronger,  now  we  areen|^ged  in 
war  ?  And  that,  too,  declared  by  all  the  brancbee 
of  the  Qovernment !  Sir,  these  temporary  sacri- 
fices of  our  own  wishes  to  the  Constitatioaal  de- 
cisions of  our  Qovernmeiit,  are  the  price  we  pay 
for  liberty,  and  all  that  is  dear  to  us.  Once  with- 
held, anarchy  and  tyranny  ensue!  I  am  one 
who  ardently  longs  tor  peace.  I  see  in  it  not 
only  the  present  prosperity  of  the  country,  bat  a 
lon^  train  of  repUbhcan  virtues;  and  I  w^onld 
spring  to  embrace  it  on  the  first  fiiir  occasion. 
But  much  as  I  desire  it,  I  would  not  purchase  it 
by  submission  to  the  enemy  of  my  country,  or 
by  the  smallest  violation  of  the  Constitotion.  I 
think  the  people  of  the  North  were  a^inst  the 
war,  and  I .  think  they  have  shown  it  by  the 
change  of  many  of  their  rulers ;  but  I  much  mi»- 
take  their  character  if  they  would  seek  peace  l^ 
disarming  and  prostrating  themselves  before  the 
enemy.  They  know  how  to  practise  the  doable 
duty  of  freemen,  to -select  their  rulers,  and  fight 
the  enemy  of  their  country. 

Much,  sir,  has  been  said  about  French  and 
British  influence.    There  is  bo' such  thin|r  in  this 
House,  or  in  this  nation— unless  by  British  in- 
fiuenee  is^meant,  what  has  been  derived  from  an 
inhe^ritance  of  her  excellent  laws,  from  heer  lan- 
guage and  her  writers,  who  hare  done  honor  to 
mankind.    Who  is  there  that  feels  in  his  own 
breast  this  French  or  British  influence?     And 
where  is  the  man  who  dares  to  ascribe  to  his 
respectable  feliow-citizeiK  feelings  which  in  him- 
selr  he  would  abhor?    No,  sir,  the  evil  is  of  an<H 
ther  kind ;  it  is  party !  it  is  the  magic  of  names, 
by  which  men  of  equal  intelligence,  who  have 
the  same  ties  to  society,  and  the  same  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  their  country,  are  torn  aaander» 
We  take  our  sides  like  boys  for  a  game ;  and 
in  the  ardor  of  competition  too  often  foi;^et  oar 
country.     In  the  great  contest  which  is  now 
going  on  in  the  world  we  are  all  of  one  side-— our 
country  is  the  stake,  and  the  last  Republic  on 
which  the  sun  shines!    Here  man  enlightened 
and  free  is  placed  as  it  were  in  a  second  garden  y 
the  fruit  of  life  is  union,  and  near  it  grows  the 
fruit  of  disunion  and  death.    The  attempt  to  di- 
vide us  must  have  been  originated  in  Paademo- 
nium  by  the  great  enemy  Of  mankind ;  and  hia 
first  efforts  must  have  been  to  instigate  us  to  call 
each  other  by  opprobrious  names.    Shonld  he 
at  last  succeed  m  producing  our  downfall,  and 
the  expulsion  of  republicanism  from  America, 
**earth^'  would  once  more  '^  tremble  from  her 
entrails  as  acain  in  pangs,  and  nature  give  a  se- 
cond groan.''    But,  sir,  I  will  not  indulge  the 
melancholy  idea:   I  will  not  anticipate  a  time 
when  this  splendid  hall  shall  crumble  into  frag- 
ments, and  this  fair  Republic,  reared  by  the  im- 
mortal Washiagtons,  Franklins,  and  Clintons  of 
our  country,  shall  itself  become  a  more  deplora* 
ble,  a  more  melancholy  ruin  I   I  will  hope  that 
there  is  a  redeeming  spirit  in  the  land,  and  that 
a  guardian  Providence  will  still  watch  over  the 
destinies  of  our  infant  country. 
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Mr.  Calboon  obeerTed,  that  he  could  offer 
nothing  more  acce]}t8ble,  he  presamed,  to  the 
House,  than  a  promise  not  to  discvas  the  Orders 
in  Coaneil,  French  decrees,  blockades,  or  embar- 
g;oes.  He  was  induced  to  avoid  these  topics  for 
several  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  they  were  too 
stale  to  famish  any  interest  to  this  House  or 
coontvy.  Gentlemen  who  had  attempted  it,  with 
whatever  abilities,  had  failed  to  command  atten- 
tion ;  and  it  would  argue  very  little  sagacity  on 
his  part  not  to  be  admonished  by  their  want  of 
success.  Indeed,  whatever  interest  had  been  at 
onetime  attached  to  these  subjects,  they  had  now 
lost.  They  have  passed  away;  and  will  not 
soon,  he  hoped,  return  into  the  circle  of  politics. 
Yes,  sir,  as  reviled  as.  has  been  our  country's  ef- 
forts to  curb  belligerent  injustice,  as  weak  and 
contemptible  as  she  has  been  represented  to  be 
in  the  grade  of  nations,  she  has  triuoBphed  in 
breaking  down  the  most  dangerous  monopoly 
ever  attempted  by  one  nation  against  the  com- 
merce of  another.  He  would  not  stop  to  inquire 
whether  it  was  the  non-importation  act,  or  the 
menace  of  war,  or,  what  was  the  most  probable, 
the  last  operating  on  the  pressure  produced  by 
the  former.  The  fact  is  certain,  that  the  Orders 
in  Conacil  of  1807  and  1809,  which  our  opponents 
have  often  said,  that  England  would  not  yield,  as 
they  made  a  part  of  her  commercial  system,  are 
now  no  more.  The  same  firmness,  if  persev^ed 
in,  which  haa  carried  us  thus  far  with  success, 
will,  as  our  cause  is  just  and  moderate,  end  in 
final  victory.  A  further  reason  which  he  had, 
not  to  follow  our  opponents  into  the  region  of 
documents  and  records,  was,  that  he  was  afraid 
of  a  decoy ;  as  he  was  induced  to  believe  from 
appearanees  that  their  object  was  to  draw  our 
attention  from  the  merits  of  the  question.  Gen- 
tlemen had  literally  buried  their  argutaaent^  under 
a  huge  pile  of  quotations ;  and  had  wandered  so 
far  into  this  realm  of  paper,  that  neither  the  vision 
of  this  House  has  been,  or  that  of  the  country 
will  be,  able  to  follow  them.  There  the  best  and 
worst  reasons  share  an  equal  fate.  The  truth  of 
the  one  and  error  of  the  other,  are  covered  with 
like  obscurity. 

Before  he  proceeded  further,  he  would  make  a 
few  observations  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolpb)  who  spoke  yesterday. 
He  complained  of  the  desertion  of  his  formef  as- 
sociates from  the  minority  principles  of  '98. 
These  principles,  he  said,  consisted  in.  an  oppo^ 
sition  to  the  General  Gbvernment  in  relation  to 
the  States,  and  to  political  rights  in  relation  to 
individuals. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  at  one  moment  almost  in- 
duced to  suspect  the  ffentleman  of  a  desertion  of 
his  own  principles ;  for  scarcely  had  he  finished 
this  part  of  his  subject,  before  he  passed  a  high- 
wrought  eulogy  on  the  Father  of  his  Country-^-on 
that  man  whose  whole  life  indicated  the  strongest 
leaning  on  the  side  of  the  Government  of  his 
country.  He  would  beg  the  gentleman  to  reflect 
whether  his  definition  of  minority  principles 
suited  the  character  of  Wasbim oton's  Adminis- 
tration—and,  if  not,  with  what  propriety  both 


could  be  praised  almost  in  the  same  breath.    Whe* 
ther  indeed  the  principles  of  '98  w%re  such  as  the 
l^entleman  has  represented  them,  he  would  not 
inquire ;  because  not  necessary  to  his  argnment.^ 
But  if  they  are  in  truth  those  of  the  gentleman 
and  his  present  associates,  he  would  be  happy  to- 
know  with  what  countenance  they  can  request 
the  people  of  this  country  to  put  the  Government 
into  their  hands  ?    Trust  the  Governmeat  to  those 
who  are  hostile. to  it!    Who  prefer  their  owa 
interest  and  rights,  to  its  interest  and  rights  f 
If  our  opponents  are  in  reality  in  favor  of  such 
principles,  patriotism  ought  to  persuade  them  to 
add  one  other,  and  that  is,  ever  to  remain  in  a 
minority.    There  they  may  perhaps  be  of  some 
use,  at  least  they  will  not  be  dangerous  ^  but  put 
them  in  poinrer,  and  let  them  act  up  to  what  they 
profess,  and  destruction  would  be  certain.    If  the 
gentleman  fVom  Virginia  is  anxious  to  know  the 
real  cause  of  the  separation  of  his  former  asso- 
ciates from  him,  be  must  look  for  it  in  his  present 
political  creed,  and  that  of  those  with  whom  he 
IS  now  united.    He  will  there  find  an  article 
which  had  no  place  in  his  in  '98,  and  which  then 
as  well  as  now  was  reprobated  by  those  who  con- 
stitute the  present  majority.     This  article  is 
only  an  enlargement  of  the  minority  principles, 
as  defined  by  the  gentleman  ;  it  is  opposition  to 
our  country  in  relation  to  England.    The  i^oof 
of  this  article  is  of  the  same  kind,  and  no  less 
clear  than  the  others.    For  what  encroachment 
of  England  on  our  neutral  rights,  from  the  inter- 
ruption of  our  carrying  trade  down  to  the  moment 
that  war  was  declared,  which  one  of  the  innume- 
rable insults  and  injuries  which  bursted  in  on 
us,  has  the  opposition  either  not  palliated  or  jus- 
tified^and  what  effort  of  our  country  to  resist, 
which  has  not  heed  rqsrobated  and  opposed  1 

Mr.  C,  said  he  would  not  multiply  proof  on 
a  course  of  conduct  the  bad  effect  of  which  was 
too  sensibly  felt  to  be  easily  forgot,  and  the  con- 
tinuation of  which  was  but  too  apparent  in  the 
present  discussion.  For  what  was  the  object  of 
the  opposition  in  this  debate?  To  defeat  the 
passage  of  this  bill  ?  It  has  been  scarcely  men- 
tioned;  and  contains  nothing  to  raise  that  storm 
which  has  been  excited  against  it.  The  bill  pro^ 
poses  to  raise  twenty  thousand  men  only,  and  that 
for  one  year ;  and  surely  there  is  nothing  in  that 
calculated  to  lay  such  strong  hold  of  the  jeal* 
ousy  or  fear  of  the  conimunity.  What  then  is 
the  object  of  the  opposition  ?  Gentlemen  cer- 
tainly do  not  act  without  an  intention ;  and  wide 
as  has  been  the  range  of  debate,  it  cannot  be  so 
lawless  as  to  be  without  an  object.  It  was  not, 
he  repeated,  to  defeat  the  passage  of  this  bill ; 
no,  but  what  was  much  more  to  be  dreaded,  to 
thwart  that,  which  the  bill  proposes  to  contribute 
to,  the  final  success  of  the  war ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose he  must  do  the  opposition  the  credit  to  say, 
they  have  resorted  to  means  the  best  calculated 
to  produce  the  effect.  In  a  free  Government,  in 
the  government  of  laws,  two  things  are  necessary 
forthe  effectual  prosecution  of  any  creat  measure  *, 
the  law  by  whi<m  the  Executive  officer  is  charged 
with  the  execution  and  vested  with  suitable  pow* 
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era;  and  the  co-operatiog  zeal  and  union  of  the 
people,  who  a  A  always  iodispeRsable  agetats. 
Opposition  to  be  successful  must  direct  its  efforts 
against  the  passage  of  the  law;  or,  what  was 
more  common  and  generally  more  effectual,  to 
destroy  the  union  and  the  zeal-  of  the  people. 
Either,  if  successful,  is  effectual.  The  former 
would  in  most  cases  be  seen  and  reprobated ;  the 
latter,  much  the  most  dangerous,  has,  to  the  great 
misfortunes  of  Republics,  presented  at  all  times 
-a.  ready  means  of  defeating  the  most  salutary 
measures.  To  this  point  the  whole  arguments 
of  opposition  have  converged.  This  gives  a 
meaning  to  every  reason  and  assertion,  which 
have  been  advanced,  however  wild  and  inconsis- 
tent. No  topic  has  been  left  untouched,  no  pas- 
sion nneasayed.  The  war  has  been  represented 
as  nniust  in  its  origin,  disastrous  in  its  progress, 
and  desperlAte  in  its  farther  prosecution.  As  if 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  aoubt,  a  determina- 
tion has  been  boldly  asserted  not  to  support  it. 
Such  is  the  opposition  to  the  war,  which  was  ad- 
mitted on  all  siaes  to  be  just ;  and  which  in  a  man- 
ner received  the  votes  even  of  those  who  now 
appear  to  be  willing  to  ruin  the  country  in  order 
to  defeat  its  success.  For  let  U  ever  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  bill  to  raise  the  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men  passed  this  House  almost  oqanimouslv, 
Chough  it  was  distinctly  announced  for  what  ob- 
ject It  was  intended.  How  will  gentlemen  re- 
lieve themselves  from  this  dilemma?  Was  it 
their  object  to  embarrass  the  Administration? 
Will  they  dare  to  make  a  confession,  which  will 
so  strongly  confirm  the  motive  which  has  been 
assigned  to  them  ?  A  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Emott)  felt  the  awkwardness  of  the  situa- 
tion, and,  in  nis  endeavor  to  explain,  has  made  an 
admission  which  ought  ever  to  exclude  him  and 
his  friends  from  power.  He  justified  his  vote  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  force  as  a 
Peace  Estahlisbment.  '  A  Peace  Establishment 
of  thirty-five  thousand  men  !    [Mr.  Emott  ex- 

f Gained  that  he  did  not  mean  as  a  Peace  Estab- 
ishment,  but  that  the  posture  of  affairs  at  that 
time  demanded  it]  At  atay  rate,  said  Mr.  C,  he 
hoped  to  hear  nothing  farther  about  the  enormous 
expense  of  the  war,  since  the  principal  expense 
ou^ht  to  have  been  incurred  in  the  gentleman's 
opinion,  even  had  U  not  been  resorted  to.  Well 
might  the  opposition  admit  the  justice  of  the 
war.  For  years  the  moderation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, he  might  almost  say  the  excessive  love  of 
peace,  strove  to  avoid  the  contest.  We  bore  all 
tbatan^ndependent  nation  could  bear ;  not  indeed 
with  patience,  but  in  the  hopes  of  returning  jus- 
tice on  the  part  of  our  enemy. 

Mr.  C.  could  not  omit  noticing  the  attempt 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  to  palli- 
ate the  conduct  of  England,  in  relation  to  one  of 
the  causes  of  the  war;  he  alluded  to^the  block- 
ade of  1806.  The  gentleman  contended  that  it 
was  a  relaxation  of  the  law  of  nations  in  our  fa- 
vor; and  of  consequence  must  be  considered  by 
OS  in  the  light  of  a  benefit.  It  surely  cannot  be 
necessary  to  trace  the  gentleman  through  his  la* 
boffious  discussion  on  this  point,  to  expo^  the  er- 


ror of  so  extraordinary  a  conclusion.  What,  that 
an  advantage  to  thie  country,  which  we  hare 
struggled  so  much  to  avoid!  That,  a  relaxation 
on  the  part  of  England,  which  she  has  so  obsti- 
nately refused  to  yield!  Flushed  with  his  sup- 
posed victory  on  this  subject^  the  gentleman  un- 
dertook what  might  be  considered  even  a  more 
difficult  t^sk,  to  remove  the  Orders  in  Council  as 
a  cause  of  war.  Mr.  C.  said  he  despaired  of  re- 
plying to  such  arguments.  But  it  is  objected  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions has  stated  the  orders  of  1807  as  a  caues  of 
war,  though  repealed  by  those  of  1809.  It  is  a 
sufficient  justification  of  the  report  that  it  has 
stated  the  facts  on  this,  as  well  as  all  other  points, 
precisely  as  they  existed ;  and  well  might  the  re- 
port enumerate  the  orders  of  1807  as  a  cause  of 
war,  when  those  of  1809  openly  avow  the  princi- 
ples of  the  former,  and  only  modify  their  opera- 
tion to  the  then  existing  circumstances.  But, 
Miys  another  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Blbeckbr,)  we  were  inveigled  into  the  war  by 
the  perfidy  of  France.  She  did  not  fairly  repeal 
her  decrees.  Be  it  so;  and  what,  then?  Were 
we  bound  to  submit  to  England,  because  France 
refused  tp  do  us  justice*?  Had  we  no  power  of 
election  between  the  ruffians  ?  Where  will  the 
absurdity  of  such  arguments  end  ?  The  right  to 
select  was  perfect  in  us;  and,  without  reference 
to  the  -conduct  of  France,  the  selection  might 
and  ought  to  fall  on  England.  If,  sir,  the  origin 
of  the  war  furnish  no  sufficient  justification  for 
opposition  to  it,  in  vain  w'ill  our  opponents  fly  for 
refuge  to  its  continuation*  The  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, say  they,  are  now  no  more,  and  why  ahonld 
the  war  be  persisted  in  after  its  canse  id  removed  ? 
Mr.  C.  said  hit  reply  to  this  question  was,  that  it 
was  continued  from  no  project  of  ambition,  or 
desire  of  concjjuest;  but  irqm  a  cause  far  more 
sacred,  the  liberty  of  our  sailors  and  their  redemp- 
tion from  slavery.  Yet  the  war  is  opposed,  even 
attempted  to  be  defeated,  by  the  friends,  connex- 
ions, and  neighbors  of  tnese  brave  defenders  of 
our  national  rights  and  hondr.  It  is  even  asked, 
why  should  we  feel  so  lively  an  interest  in  their 
fate?  In  vain  are  such  arguments  urged.  The 
country  will  not  forget  its  duty,  the  first  of  poli- 
tical duties,  that  of  protection.  Our  opponents 
may  find  no  motive  in  connexion  or  neighborhood, 
but  the  country  will,  in  its  obligation.  The  friends 
of  commerce  may  evince  their  attachment  to  its 
profits  and  luxuries  only;  but  the  Government 
will  n*t,  on  that  account,  cease  to  respect  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen,  and  the  enlarged  interest  of 
commerce,  by  protecting  from  English  slavery 
the  sailors,  by  whose  toiland  peril  it  is  ex^nded 
to  every  sea.  Provided  they  have  commerce  and 
profit,  it  seems  the  injury  and  insult  go  for  noth- 
ing with  the  opposition.  Such  a  commerce  mav, 
indeed,  bloat  the  country,  but  it  will  not  contrib- 
ute to  its  ireal  strength.  It  subtracts  more  from 
the  spirit,  than  it  adds  to  the  wealth  of  the  com- 
munity. 

But,  say  our  opponents,  as  they  were  opposed 
to  the  war  they  are  not  hound  to  support  it;  and 
so  far  -has  this  opposition  been  carried,  that  we 
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have  been  accused  almost  oF  riolating  the  right 
of  conscience,  in  denying  the  right  set  op  by  gen- 
tlemen.    The  right  to  oppose  the  efforts  of  oar 
conn  try,  while  in  war,  ought  to  be  established  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doubt,  before  it  can   be 
justly  adopted  as  the  basis  of  conduct.  How  con- 
science can  be  claimed  in  this  case  cannot  be  rery 
easily  imagined.  We  oppose  nor  by  laws  or  pen- 
ahies ;  we  only  assert  tnat  the  opposition  experi- 
enced cannot  be  dictated  by  lore  of  country,  and 
is  inconsistent  with  the  duty  which  every  citizen 
is  Qoder  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  Repub- 
lic.    Its  necessary  tendetkcy  is  to  prostrate  the 
country  at  the  feet  of  the  enemy,  and  to  elevate 
a  party  on  the  ruins  of  the  public.    Till  our  op- 
ponents can  prove  that  thej  have  a  right  which 
I    is  paramount  to  the  public  interest,  we  must  per- 
sist in  denying  the  right  to  thwart  the  success  of 
the  war.     War  has  been  declared  by  a  law  of  the 
land ;  and  what  would  be  thought  of  similar  at- 
tempts to  defeat  any  other  law,  however  incon- 
siderable its  object?    Who  would  dare  to  avow 
an  intention  to  defeat  its  operation  ^    Can  that, 
then,  be  true  in  relation  to  war  which  would  be 
reprobated  In  everv  other  easel    Cari  that  be 
I     trae  which,  when  the  whole  physical  force  of  the 
country  is  needed,  withdraws  half  of  that  force'? 
Can  that  be  true  which  gives  the  greatest  vio- 
lence to  party  animosity?    What  would  have 
been  thought  of  such  conduct  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution?    Many  good  citizens  friendly  to  the 
liberty  of  our  country  were  opposed  to  the  decla- 
ration at  the  time;  could  they  nave  been  justified 
in  snch  opposition  as  we  now  experience  ?    To 
terminate  the' war  through  discoro  and  weakness 
is  a  hazardous  experiment.    But,  in  the  most  un- 
just and  inexpedient  war,  it  can  scarcely  be  possi- 
ble, that  disunion  and  defeats  can  have  a  salutary 
operation.    In  the  numerous  examples  which  his- 
tory famishes,  let  an  instance  be  pointed  out,  in 
any  war,  where  the  public  interest  has  been  pro- 
moted bj  divisions,  or  injured  by  concord.   Hun- 
dreds 01  instances  may  be  cited  of  the  reverse. 
Why,  then,  will  gentlemen  persist  in  that  course 
where  danger  is  almost*  unavoidable,  and  shun 
that  where  safety  is  almost  certain  ? 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  peace  is  in  our  power 
without  a  farther  promotion  of  the  war.    Appeal 
not,  say  our  opponents,  to  the  fear,  but  to  the  gen- 
erosity of  our  enemy.    England  yields  nothing 
to  her  fears;  stop,  therefore,  your  preparation,  ^nd 
throw  yooself  on  her  mercy,  ana  peace  will  be 
the  result.    We  might,  indeed,  have  pardon,  but 
not  peace  on  such  terms.    Those  who  think  the 
war  a  sacrilege  or  a  crime,  might  consistently 
adopt  such  a  course ;  but  we,  who  know  it  to  be 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  just  rights  of  the  com- 
munity, never  oan.    We  are  farther  told  that  im- 
pressment of  seamen  was  not  considered  a  suffi- 
cient cause  of  war;  and  are  asked  why  should  it 
be  continued  on  that  account?    Mr.  C.  observed 
that  he  individually  did  not  feel  the  force  of  the 
argument;  for  it  had  been  his  opinion,  that  the 
nation  was  bound  to  resist  so  deep  an  iojurveven 
at  the  hazard  of  war;  but,  admitting  its  full  force, 
the  difference  ia  striking  between  the  c'ommenee-^ 


ment  and  the  continuance  of  hostilities.  War 
ought  to  be  continued  until  its  rational  object,  a 
permanent  and  secure  peace,  could  be  obtained. 
Even  the  friends  of  England  ought  not  to  desire 
the  termination  of  the  war,  without  a  satisfac- 
tory adjustment  of  the  subject  of  impressment. 
It  would  leave  the  root  that  must  necessarily 
shoot  up  in  future  animosity  and  hostilities. 
America  can  never  quietly  submit  to  the  deepest 
of  injury.  Necessity  might  compel  her  to  yield 
for  a  moment;  but  it  would  be  to  watch  the 

?[rowth  of  national  strength,  and  16  seize  the  first 
avorable  opportunity  to  seek  redress.  The  worst 
enemy  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries  could 
not  desire  a  more  effectual  means  to  propagate 
eternal  enmity.  . 

But  it  rs  said  that  we  ought  to  offer  to  England 
suitable  regulations  on  this  subject  to  secure  to 
her  the  use  of  her  own  seamen ;  and  because  we 
have  not,  we  are  aggressors.  He  denied  that  we 
were  bound  to  tender  any  regulation?,  or  that  we 
had  not.  England  was  the  party  injuring.  She 
ought  to  confine  her  seamen  to  her  own  service; 
or,  if  that  was  impracticable,  propose  such  ar- 
rangements that  sue  might  exercise  her  right 
without  injury  to  us.  This  is  the  rule  that  gov- 
erns all  analogous  cases  in  private  life.  But  we 
have  made  our  offer ;  it  is,  that  the  ship  should 
protect  the  sailor.  It  is  the  most  simple  and  only 
safe  rule;  but,  to  secure  so  desirable  a  point,  the 
most  liberal  and  effectual  provisions  ought  and 
have  been  proposed  to  be  made  on  our  part  to 
guard  the  Dritish  Government  against  the  evil 
they  apprehended,  the  loss  of  her  seamen.  The 
whole  doctrine  of  protection  heretofore  relied  on, 
and  still  recommended  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  (Mr.  P.,}  is  false  aiid  derogatory 
to  our  honor ;  and  under  no  possible  modifica- 
tion can  effect  the  desirable  objecU  of  affording 
safety  to  our  sailors,  and  securing  the  future 
harniony  of  the  two  countries.  Nor  can  it  be 
doubted,  if  governed  by  justice,  she  will  )rield  to 
the  offer  of  our  Government  particularly  if  what 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Bleeckbk) 
says  be  true,  that  there  are  ten  thousand  of  her  sea- 
men in  our  service.  She  would  be  greatly  the 
e^iner  by  the  arrangement.  Experience,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  however,  will  teach  that  gentleman  that 
the  evil  lies  much  deepen  The  use  of  her  sea- 
men is  a  mere  pretence.  The  blow  is  aimed  at 
our  commercial  greatness.  It  is  this  which  has 
animated  and  directed  all  of  her  injurious  coun- 
cils towards  this  country.  England  is  at  the 
same  time  a  trading  and  fighting  nation;  two 
occupations  naturallyat  variance,  and  most  diffi- 
cult to  be  united.  War  limits  the  number  and 
extent  of  the  markets  of  a  belligerent,  makes  a 
variety  of  regulations  necessary;  and  produces 
heavy  taxes,  which  are  inimical  to  the  prosperity 
of  manufactories  and  consequently  commerce. 
These  causes  combined  give  to  trade  new  chan- 
nels, which  direct  it  naturally  to  neutral  nations. 
To  counteract  this  tendency,  England,  under 
various  but  flimsy  pretences,  has  endeavored  to 
support  her  commercial  superiority  by  monopoly. 
It  has  been  our  fortune  to  resist  with  no  incon* 
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sidenble  saceess  this  spirit  of  monopoly.  Her 
principal  object  in  contendini;  for  the  right  of 
impressment  is  to  have,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
monopoly  of  the  sailors  of  the  world.  A  fixed 
resistance  will  compel  her  to  yield  this  point  as 
she  has  already  done  her  Orders  in  Council. 
Success  will  amply]  reward  our  exertions.  Our 
future  commerce  will  feel  its  inyi^orating  effects. 
But,  say  gentlemen,  En^and  will  never  yield 
this  point,  and  every  effort  on  our  part  to  secure 
it  is  hopeless.  To  confirm  this  prediction  and 
secure  our  reverence,  the  prophecies  o(  the  last 
session  are  relied  on*  Mr.  C.  felt  no  disposition 
to  disparage  our  opponents'  talents  in  that  line; 
but  he  very  much  doubted  whether  the  whole 
chapter  of  woes  had  been  fulfilled.  He  would, 
for  instance,  ask  wliether  so  much  as  related  to 
sacked  towns,  bombarded  cities,  ruined  commerce, 
and  revolting  blacks,  had  been  realized  7 

He  was  sorry  to  find  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Sbeffet)  not  yet  cured  of  his  fears 
in  relation  to  this  last  preoiction.  He  would  be 
glad  to  know  what  was  his  intention — his  asser- 
tions give  equal  notice  to  the  House,  the  enemy, 
and  the  country.  If  danger  indeed  existed,  he 
has  acted  with  such  imprudence  as  ought  to  sub- 
iect  him  to  the  censure  of  any  reflecting  man ; 
out  he  would  acquit  the  gentleman,  as  he  did  not 
apprehend  any  danger.  He  would  not  admit  an 
increased  danger  from  a  state  of  war,  a  state  in 
which  the  public  force  and  vigilance  are  of  ne- 
cessity the  greatest.  But,  to  return  to  the  point ; 
our  cause  is  not  so  hopeless  as  represented  by 
our  opponents ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  we  only 
^persevere,  we  have  every  reason,  under  present 
circumstances,  to  anticipate  ultimate  success. 
The  enemyr  is  engaged  in  a  contest  in  Europe 
which  requires  his  whole  power.  We  have  al- 
ready compelled  him  to  yield  a  point  which  but 
the  fast  year  it  was  prophesied  that  he  never 
would.  The  Orders  in  Council  are  now  no  more ; 
that  system  by  which  it  was  vainly  attempted  to 
monopolize  our  trade  and  to  recolonize  the  Ameri- 
can nation*  But  if  England  will  not  yield,  we 
can  perish  as  well  as  she.  Our  Republican  vir- 
tue is  as  obstinate  as  her  Imperial  pride,  and  our 
duty  to  our  citizens  as  unyielding  as  her  preroga- 
tive over  her  subjects.  An  4ittempt  has  been 
made  to  shake  our  fortitude  by  a  cry  of  French 
alliance.  It  has  been  boldly  said  that  we  are 
already  united  with  that  country.  We  united 
with  France !  We  have  the  same  cause !  No; 
her  object  is  dominion,  and  her  impulse  ambition. 
Ours  is  the  protection  of  the  liberty  of  our  sail- 
ors. But,  say  our  opponents,  we  are  contending 
against  the  same  country.  What  then  ?  Must 
we  submit  to  be  outlawed,  by  England  in  order 
that  she  may  not  be  by  France  7  Is  the  inde- 
pendence of  England  dearer  to  us  than  oiu  own  7 
Must  we  enter  the  European  struggle  not  as  an 
equal,  consulting  our  peculiar  interest,  but  be 
draeged  into  it  as  the  low  dependant,  the  slave 
of  England  ? 

The  eentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph) 
has  told  us  that  we  are  contending  against  re- 
ligion in  the  person  of  England—that  she  is,  in 


a  word,-  the  patroness  of  Christianity.  Unhappy 
country  1  Doomed  to  .submission  to  preserve  tae 
purity  of  religion!  Doomed  to  slaTery  that 
England  may  be  independent!  Because  Bona* 
parte  is  not  a  Protestant  you  must  sarrend^  year 
rights !  Because  he  is  a  despot  ^ou  dare  not  re- 
sist! What  does  the  gentleman  intend?  U  it 
his  wish,  by  thus  dragging  into  the  heat  of  politi- 
cal debate  the  sacred  cause  of  religion,  to  pro- 
mote its  interest  or  that  of  a  faction?  If  the 
former,  let  him  point  out  an  instance  in  ancient 
or  modern  times  when  the  junction  of  religion 
and  politics  has  not  been  fatal  to  the  Interest  of 
both.  It  is  this  unnatural  union  that  has  engen- 
dered the  foulest  progeny  of  human  woes.  His- 
tory is  full  of  its  disaster,  and  the  gentleman  is 
too  familiar  with  its  pages  to  require  a  {nrticular 
recital.  If  the  gentleman's  intention  is  not  to 
advance  the  cause  of  religion,  but  to  promote  the 
views  of  a  party,  words  cannot  truly  describe  its 
real  character.  It  ia  a  trick  that  has  been,  and 
still  continues  to  be  practised  on  the  too  easf 
credulity  of  our  nature.  Its  frequency,  however, 
does  not  change  its  nature ;  it  may  indeed  furnish 
some  apology  that  those  who  practise  it  are  led 
into  it  without  a  due  reflection  on  its  character  > 
but,  when  understood,  what  can  be  more  shocking 
than  that  the  most  sacred  of  all  things,  the  me- 
dium of  divine  communion,  our  consolation  as 
mortals,  9hoMld  be  prostrated  to  the  gratification 
of  some  of  the  woYst  feelings  of  the  baman 
heart! 

Such,  then,  is  the  cause  of  the  war  and  its  con- 
tinuation ;  and  such  the  nature  of  the  opposition 
experienced,  and  its  justifieatioiL  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  the  intended  effect  will  be  pro- 
duced. Whether  animosity  and  discord  will  be 
fomented,  and  the  zeal  and  union  of  the  peojple 
to  maintain  the  rights  and  indispensable  xfatie^ 
of  the  community  will  abate;  or,  deserilHag  it 
under' another  aspect,  whether  it  is  the  destiny  of 
our  country  to  sink  under  that  of  oiu  enemy  or 
not.  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  not  without  his  fears 
and  his  hopes.. 

On  the  one  band  our  opponents  had  manifestly 
the  advantage.  The  love  of  present  ease  and 
enjoyment,  tne  love  of  gain,  and  party  zeal,  were 
on  their  side.  These  constitute  part  of  the  weak- 
ness of  our  nature.  We  naturally  lead  that  way 
without  the  arts  of  persuasion.  Far  more  diffi- 
cult is  the  task  of  the  majority.  It  is  theirs  to 
supj^rt  the  distant  but  lasting  interest  of  onr 
country ;  it  is  theirs  to  elevate  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  to  call  up  all  of  those  qualities  by 
which  present  sacrifices  are  made  to  secure  a 
future  good.  On  the  other  hand,,  our  caoae  is 
not  without  its  hope.  The  interest  of  the  people 
and  that  of  the  leaders  of  a  party  are,  as  observed 
by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stow,) 
often  at  variance.  The  people  are  always  ready, 
unless  led  astray  by  ignorance  or  delusion^  to  par* 
ticipate  in  the  success  of  the  countnr,  or  to  sym- 
pathize in  its  adversity.  Very  difierent  are  the 
feelings  of  the  leaders ;  on  every  great  measure 
they  stand  pled^d  against  its  success,  and  almost 
invariably  consider  that  their  poUtieai  conse- 


821 


HISTOBT  or  CONGRESS. 


822 


Januabt,  1813. 


AddUional  MHUcay  Force* 


H.  OP  R 


x^ 


quenoe  d«p«od«  oo  it»  defeat.  The  heat  of  de- 
bate, the  spirit  of  settled  opposition,  and  the  con- 
fident prediction  of  disaster,  are  among  the  causes 
of  this  opposition  between  the  interest  of  a  party 
and  their  country ;  and  in  no  instance  under  our 
own  Gk>rernment  hare  they  existed  in  a  greater 
degree  than  in  relation  to  the  present  war.  The 
eTU  is  deeply  rooted  in  the  constitution  of  all  free 
GoTernments,  and  is  the  principal  cause  of  their 
weakness  and  destruction.  It  has  but  one  rem- 
edy, the  Tirtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people-^ 
it  behooves  them,  ae  they  value  the  blessings  ot 
their  freedom,  not  to  permit  themselres  to  be 
drawn  into  the  rortez  of  party  rage.  For  if  by 
such  opposition  the  firmest  Qorernment  should 
prove  incompetent  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
nation  against  foreign  aggression,  tiiey  will  find 
realized  the  truth  of  the  assertion  that  govern- 
n^ent  is  protection,  and  that  k  cannot  exist  where 
it  fails  of  this  great  and  primary  object.  The 
authors  of  the  weakness  are  commonly  the  first 
to  take  the  advantage  of  it,. and  to  turn  it  to  the 
destruction  of  liberty. 

Mr.  Est  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alstom  said,  although  the  debate  upon 
the  subject  under  consideration  had  been  protract- 
ed to  so  great  a  length,  he  would  make  a  few  ob- 
servations in  reply  to  the  member  from  Maryland, 
TMr.  Key.)  He  believed  no  gentlemen  would 
disbelieve  him  when  he  told  them  he  would  not 
detain  the  House  long.  Mr.  A.  said,  be  always 
listened  to  the  gentleman  with  attention^  and  as 
often  admired  his  gpreat  ingenuity  in  covering  his 
real  desij^ns  and  making  that  appear  plausible  and 
right  which  in  fact  was  not  so  |  however,  upon 
the  present  occasion,  it  was  impossible  to  niistake 
the  gentleman.  He  began  by  saving  that  he 
wooid  not  vote  to  repeal  the  law  oec taring  war 
against  Great  Britain— *that  w6uld  be  prostrat- 
ing the  dignity  of  this  natiod  at  her  feet;  and 
what  was  his  argument  ?  That  no  step  ought  to 
be  taken  to  carrv  it  on.  Mr.  A.  asked  the  gen- 
tleman and  the  liouse,  which  would  be  the  mostr 
dignified  course,  to  repeal  the  law  declaring  war 
or  to  refuse  the  only  means  of  carrying  it  on  with 
anything  like  success.  The  gentleman  says  he 
will  not  vote  for  the  bill  on  your  table,  ofiers  no 
system  for  the  iaunediate  prosecution  or  carrying 
on  of  the  war,  yet  the  geatleman  declares  he  wiu 
not  submiL  He  would  go  on  enlisting  for  five 
years,  when  he  well  knows  under  exiting  circum- 
stances the  men  cannot  be  obtained  for  the  next 
campaijpi.  Mr.  A.  asked  if  any  man  in  his  senses 
did  believe  that  Qreat  Britain  would  come  to 
terms  such  as  an  independent  nation  ought  to  ac- 
cede to  if  no  other  course  was  taken  than  that 
which  the  gentleman  talked  about? 

The  gentleman  would  repeal  your  non-inipor- 
tation  act,  reject  the  bill  upon  your  table,  pass 
such  a  law  on  the  subject  of  seamen  as  would 
please  Qreat  Britain,  and  then  declared  you  would 
have  a  peace  in  nine  mbnths.  This  tnen  is  the 
gentleman's  project ;  now,  it  is  asked,  what  man  in 
tnis  nation  who  possesses  one  spark  of  American 
feeling  would  be  willing  to  take  such  a  course  ? 

Mr.  A.  said  he  would  submit  it  to  the  House 


and  the  gentleman  how  well  such  an  argument 
accordea  with  the  declaration  the  gentleman  set 
out  with,  which  was,  that  he  would  not  repeal  the 
law  declaring  war  with  Great  Britain,  because  it 
would  be  humbling  this  nation  at  her  feet. 

The  gentleman  talked  of  the  expense  of  the  sys- 
tem, said  it  would. cost  fifty  millions  a  year ;  and 
what  would  the  gentleman's  system  cost?  At  least 
one  hundred  millions  before  he  could  get  ready 
to  meet  the  enemy.  Mr.  A.  said,  the  object  of 
the  bill  was  to  get  a  force  for  the  next  campaign ; 
the  gentleman's  system  was  never  to  make  a  cam- 
paign against  .Great  Britain,  but  to  go  on  trying 
to  enlist  men  for  five  years,  when  it  was  wefl 
known  that  every  engine  the  ingenuity  of  oppo- 
sition could  put  in  motion  was  resorted  to,  to  pre- 
vent enlistment.  Yet  this  is  the  only  course  the 
gentleman  is  willing  to  take  for  the  next  cam- 

Saign,  Cor  the  maintenance  of  the  honor  and  the 
ignity  of  the  nation. 

,  But  the  gentleman  would  fight  Great  Britain 
upon  the  sea.  Is  it  possible  that  there  is  a.  gen- 
tleman in  this  nation  who  believes  <  that  we  are 
at  this  time,  able  to  meet  the  thousand  ships  of 
Ghreat  Britain  on  that  element  ?  Impossible !  Yet 
the  gentleman  would  meet  her  on  the  ocean.  Al- 
though the  gentleman  is  perfectly  willing  to  vote 
for  a  navy  to  fight  Grea^  Britain  upon  the  sea. 
he  talks  about  expense ;  be  weighs  the  national 
honor  in  one  scale  and  the  expense  of  the  bill  on 
your  table  in  the  other ;  yet  the  gentleman  would 
incur  all  the  expense  of  a  navy  to  meet  her  at  sea* 
The  gentleman  is  eooally  at  variance  with  him- 
self on  the  subject  ol  the  conquest  of  Canada ; 
in  one  breath  he  declares  the  country  not  worth 
possessing,  and  in  the  next  he  declares  it  will  be 
the  means  if  acquired  of  breaking  these  States 
asunder,  of  destroying  thb  Union ;  is  it  possible 
that  it  can  be  believed,  even  by  the  ^atleman 
himself^  that  a  country  such,  as  he  describes  Can- 
ada to  be,  ever  can  be  of  sufficient  importance 
that  its  weight  added  to  the  Northern  Suites  will 
cause  a  disunion — a  cold,  sterile,  rocky,  uninbab- 
itable,  and  inhospitable  climate? 

The  gentleman  is  as  inuch  at  variance  with 
his  friends,  many  of  whom  have  been  afraid  that 
the  old  United  States  would  be  depopulated  by 
removals  into  Canada,  if  we  should  acquire  it. 
When  such  arguments  are  resorted  to,  what  must 
be  the  feelings  and  indignation  of  every  honest 
man  in  t^e  nation  ? 

Mr.  A.  verily  believed  that  the  conquest  of 
Canada  would  be  the  surest  means  of  cementing 
the  Union.  He  would  refer  the  gentleman  and 
the  House  to  the  very  able  speech  this  day  deliv- 
ered by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stow,)  which  must  have  shown,  to  the  satisfac^ 
tion  or  every  gentleman  present,  except  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  no  one  not 
could  have  a  tendency  mori  to  unite  us  together ; 
it  would  be  the  surest  means  of  effecting  an  in- 
ternal eomniunicatioa,  by  uniting  the  Eastern  and 
Western  waters,  through  the  great  lakes,  by  ca- 
nals, and  of  affording  an  internal  navigation 
througl^oot  the. whole  Western  world;  without 
I  which  there  would  always  be  subjects  of  diseon- 
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tents  and  jemlouties.  The  gentleniMi  has  brought 
us  to  the  recoUeetion  of  a  speech  delirered  by  a 
gentlemaa  (not  now  a  member)  from  Virginia, 


pose,  it  onght  to  hare  been  passed  some  time 


(Mr.  Bppbs^)  on  the  subject  of  embargro,  delirer- 
ed at  a  midnight  hour.  He,  Mr.  A.,  really  thought 
that  speech  would  never  again  have  been  brought 
to  view  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  for  if 
erer  that  gentleman  sat  uneasy  under  the  lash  of 
a  speech,  it,  was  that  very  speech,  Mr.  A.  would, 
however,  ilot  detaiir  the  House  by  travelling  over 
the  proceedings  of  that  night ;  they  must  be  fully ' 
in  the  mind  of  the  gentleman  who  has  brought 
them  into  discussion.  He  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  bill  might  pass,  as  it  was  evidently  calculated 
to  bring  a  sufficient  force  much  sooner  into  ac- 
tion, than  could  be  brought  under  the  present 
system. 

Mr.  Dbsba. — Mt.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  detain  you  long;  my  principal  obiect  in 
rising  is  to  conjure  gentlemen  to  bring  this  de- 
bate to  a  close.  Sir^  what  can  gentletnen  flatter 
themselves  by  suffering  this  discussion  to  be  pro- 
tracted to  so  unwarrantable  a  length  1  It  cannot 
be  supposed  that  the  substantial  part  of  this 
House  (I  mean  those  who  think  much  and  speak 
but  little)  will,  by  theoretical  or  sophisticated  re- 
marks, be  driven  from  their  course.  Then,  sir, 
those  long-winded  speeches  must  be  either  in- 
tended for  the  gallery,  or  for  gentlemen's  con- 
stituents. It  would  certainly  be  unjustifiable  to 
sport  away  the  public  money;  to  exhaust  the 
public  patience  in  making  long  speeches,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  amusing  the  ear  of  the  gallery. 
And,  sir,  your  constituents  would  much  rather 
you  would  act  with  decision,  with  promptitude, 
in  adopting  measures  calculated  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war,  that  it  might  be  brought 
to  a  speedy  and  honorable  termination,  than  to 
take  up  weeks  in  detailing  the  causes  of  the  war. 
The  people  are  fully  apprized  of  the  causes  of 
the  war,  from  the  doeunMnts  that  have  been  pro- 
mulgated ;  they  are  satisfied  that  it  is  a  just  and 
necessary  war:  that  it  has  been  forced  upon  us 
by  the  iniustice  and  oppression  of  our  enemy, 
occasioned  in  a  great  measure  by  the  violent  op- 
position of  a  party  to  the  Administration.  Sir,  ^ 
act  so  as  to  give  a  vigorous  prosecution  to  the 
war,  and  act  promptly,  and  the  people  will  sup- 
port you  with  manly  firmness,  independent  of  the 
consideration  of  expense.  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  contemplates  raising 
twenty  thousand  men  for  one  year.  Although  I 
shall  vote  for  the  bill  under  consideration,  I  do 
not  altoj^etber  approve  of  it.  Sir,  the  time  of 
service  is  too  short  to  answer  a  valuable  pur- 
pose. I  am  not  so  sanp^uine  as  to  suppose  that 
we  will  overrun  the  British  provinces  in  one  sea- 
son. I  should  like  it  much  better  if  the  time  of 
service,  as  has  been  proposed,  was  intended  to 
eighteen  months,  and  the  bounty  raised  in  pro- 
portion. You  would  then  have  the  advantage  of 
two  campaigns ;  in  the  last  of  Which,  you  might 
calculate  on  a  certainty  of  being  able  to  do  some- 
thing of  a  decisive  character,  as  you  would  have 


since.  Gentlemen  certainly  must  see  that  the 
object  of  the  opposition  is  procrastination ;  they 
have  predicted  that  the  bill  under  consideration, 
if  adopted,  will  not  only  run  the  country  to  ex> 
traordioary  expenses,  swell  the  national  debt  to 
an  enormous  size,  but  that  it  will  ultimately 
bring  disgrace  on  the  Government.  And,  sir, 
they  are  determined  that  their  predictions  shall 
be  realized,  by  putting  off  the  passage  of  the  bill 
until  late  in  the  seftson,  thereby  preventing  you 
from  obtaining  the  men  in  time  to  do  anything 
of  a  decisive  character  next  summer.  This,  ia 
my  mind,  is  unquestionably  their  object ;  and  I 
believe  the  ambition  of  stome  of  them  is  such, 
that,  rather  than  be  found  false  prophets,  they 
would  endanger  the  only  republic  in  the  world. 
Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  to  include  the 
whole  Federal  party;  far  froni  it.  I  believe 
there  are  some,  and  I  hope  a  considerable  portion, 
who  are  American  in  principle,  and  would,  per- 
haps, go  as  for  as  any  Americani  in  defending 
their  country's  rights.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  arraign  motives ;  but,  speaking  of  party,, 
what  biis  been  the  conduct  of  the  Federalists  for 
twelve  years  past,  ever  since  the  termination  of 
the  Rei^  of  Terror?  A  uniform  opposition  to 
every thmg  of  a  prominent  character  proposed  by 
the  different  republican  Administrations.  Now, 
sir,  if  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison  had  been 
the  weakest  of  men,  as  well  as  the  wickedest, 
(which  no  man  in  his  senses,  who  had  an^r  re- 
spect for  his  character,  or  standing  in  society, 
would  assert,)  they  must  have  accidentally  hap- 
pened on  something  right  in  the  course  of  twelve 
years. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  in  mortifying  to  see  gentlemen 
who  call  themselves  Americans,  rise  up  in  the 
face  of  the  nation  to  palliate  and  vindicate  the 
conduct  of  an  enemy,  and  at  the  same  lime  rep- 
robate, in  the  strongest  language  of  ridicule,  every 
step  proposed  by  the  Administration  calculated  to 
counteract  the  ininuitous  and  destructive  policy 
of  our  enemy,  uan  such  conduct  be  called 
American  ?  Sir,  when  it  ought  to  be  the  duty 
and  pride  of  every  man  having  any  pretensions 
to  American  principles,  to  rally  under  the  gov- 
ernmental standard,  in  order  to  assist  in  expeUiDg 
our  tyrannical  oppressors  from  the  Continent,  by 
which  extricating  the  Grpvernment  from  its  pres- 
ent difficulties,  you  see  the  Federal  party  macing 
every  exertion  m  their  power  to  make  the  war  a 
dishonorable  one. 

I  know,  Mr*  Speaker,  that  it  is  in  the  nature  of 
tyrannical  or  despotical  Governments  to  take 
arbitrary  strides ;  yet,  sir,  I  do  believe  that  the 
impositions  and  oppressions  heaped  upon  the 
American  Government ;  the  evils  under  which 
"  we  at  thift  time  labor,  are  measurably,  if  not  en- 
tirely, attributable  to  the  party  hostilety  arrayed 
against  the  Administration.  Sir,  they  have^  by 
their  uniform  opposition,  1^  the  British  to  believe 
that  they  had  a  powerful  party  in  this  country  ; 
that  parties  were  nearly  equally  balanced ;  that 


the  advantage  of  disciplined  troops ;  and  really,    it  would  be  impossible  for  a  Republican  Admin- 
sir,  if  this  bill  is  to  answer  any  valuable  pur-j  istratioa  to  adhere  to.  any  decided  stand  takea 


825 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


826 


January,  1813. 


Additional  Military  Force, 


H.  opR. 


against  England,  and  that  finally  the  English 
party  would  prevail.    Thus,  sir,  have  Gbvern* 
ment  been  beset  by  party.    They  have  been  baf- 
fled In  every  peaceaole  step  calculated  to  vindi- 
cate oiir  rights,  or  redress  our  grievances,  until, 
by  the  injustice  of  our  foreign  enemy,  bottomed 
on  the  aid  they  calculated  on  receiving  from  our 
domestic  foes,  the  Government  have  wen  forced 
into  war.    And  now  you  are  told  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  war,  and  try  once  more  if  Britain  will  not 
do  us  justice.  Degradinff  thought !   Sir,  we  have 
already  humbled  ourselves  in  making  proposals, 
and  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Administration 
failed.    The  world  has  seen  and  understood  that 
the  failure  was  attributable  to  her  own  wicked- 
pees,  and  not  to  our  pertinacity.    Sir,  the  Amer- 
ican Administration  has  exhibited  an  example  of 
moderation  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  the 
worl  d ;  our  forbearance  has  astonished  the  uni- 
verse, and  we  have  the  consolation  to  see  that 
neither  the  guilt  of  aggression,  nor  the  folly  of 
ainbition,  can  be  fairly  attributed  to  it.    Negoti- 
ation, as  well  as  patience,  has  been  exhausted. 
Instead  of  appealing  again  to  the  justice  of  a 
Government  that  makes  principle  bend  to  power, 
we  have  been  necessarily  compelled  (though  re- 
luctantly) to  appeal  to  arms,  and  I  trust  in  €k>d 
that  the^  will  never  be  laid  down  short  of  jus- 
tice.   Sir,  the  opposition  tells  you  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  impressment  is  not  worth  contending 
for.    Anti-American  I    Sir,  have  we  come  to 
this  ?    Are  the  people — the  descendants  of  the 
heroes  of  TO— prepared  for  this?    They  are  not, 
the  declarations  of  the  Federalists  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.    Sir,  in  order  to  avoid 
this  conflict  with  our  old  oppressors  and  invete- 
rate foe,  will  we,  who  cl^ll  ourselves  freemen, 
friends  of  liberty,  citizens  of  the  only  Republic 
in  the  world,  suffer  real  Americans,  the  descend- 
ants of  those  who  immortalized  their  names  by 
aehieving  valorous  deeds  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution, by  which  America  was  emancipated 
from  the  thraldom  of  the  tyrant's  grasp,  to  be 
kidnapped,  torn  from  their  friends  and  relations, 
confined  on  board  of  floating  dungeons,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  lash  of  every  petty  naval  tyrant  ?    I 
trust  not;  humanity,  justice  forbid  it!    Sir,  if 
we  have  become  so  weak  and  degenerate  as  to 
acknowledge  ourselves  vnwilling  or  incapable  to 
defend  and  protect  our  own  citizens,  then  the 
controversy  is  at  an  end ;  there  is  no  necessity  for 
a  further  prosecution  of  the  war ;  we  may  at 
once  abanaon  the  stand  Governipent  has  taken 
against  tyranny  and  oppression.'    The  next  step 
is  to  surrender  all  our  rights  to  the  entire  dispo- 
sal of  Britain,  and  become  colonies.    Is  this 
what  gentlemen  want  ?    I  hope  not ;  but  if  not, 
why  this  violent  and  systematic  opposition  to 
the   stand   Gkiyernment . has  taken?    Why  so 
clamorous  in  favor  of  receding  or  retracing  our 
steps?    Gentlemen  tell  you  that  the  people  are 
against  you ;  that  you  cannot  go  on  ;  that  they 
will  not  support  you ;  that  you  dare  not  toucn 
the  pockets  pf  the  people  by  taxation,  lest  thev 
should  flounce.    Pray,  sir,  who  i^re  the  people 
the  gentlemen  speak  of?  A  few  Federalists  with 


whom  they  correspond,  who  are  in  all  probabil- 
ity attached  to  Britain  and  her  policy,  conse- 
quently are  disposed  to  clamor,  with  an  expecta- 
tion that  it  will  deter  Congress  from  pursuing 
the  course  marked  out.  Sir,  eight-tenths  of  the 
people  are  not  so  i^orant  as  not  to  know  that 
their  most  Invaluable  rights  and  dearest  inter- 
est, the  liberty  of  posterity,  are  involved  in  the 
contest ;  for,  sir,  if  our  old  masters  could,  by 
either  force  or  machinations,  bring  us  under 
them  again,  they  would  do  it,  as  they  have  never 
pardoned  us  our  independence ;  and,  sir,  the  peo- 
ple are  not  so  mercenarjr  as  not  to  be  willing  to 
contribute  their  proportionable  part  of  the  ex- 
pense, w;bich  will  necessarily  be  incurred  in  this 
just  and  necessarj  conflict;  necessary,  sir,  be- 
cause it  has  been  lorced  on  us  by  our  tyrannical 
oppressors.  Sir,  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  few  dis- 
afiected  characters,  b^  engaging  opposition  prints, 
to  propagate  their  illibendities,  and  fulminate 
their  calumnies,  and  having  such  men  as  Timo- 
thy Pickering,  and  the  representative  of  the  Es- 
sex Junto  (Mr.  Ct)  at  their  head,  to  make  a  great 
none ;  they  may  for  a  while  deceive  the  people, 
and  lead  them  astray ;  but  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  tnat 
there  is  too  much  good  sense,  good  inforuMition, 
among  the  people,  to  sufier  them  to  turn  against 
themselves.  I  am  satisfied,  sir^  that  they  will 
ultimately  discover  the  deception^  wheti  those 
desi^ninc  leaders  will  have  to  shrink  into  their 
lurking  holes,  to  prevent  sanguinary  vengeance 
from  overtaking  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Federalists  cry  out  French 
influence  1  French  influence  1  What  does  this 
mean  ?  They  know  it  is  not  the  fact ;  they  can- 
not produce  a  single  instance  in  support  of  the 
declaration.  No,  sir,  it  is  done  by  way  of  throw- 
ing dust  in  your  eyes,  to  prevent  you  from  dis- 
covering another  kind  of  influence  which  I  am 
afraid  is  too  prevalent  in  this  country,  and  which 
has  brought  the  Government  almost  to  the  brink 
of  a  precipfce,  and  now  ever^F  exertion  is  mak- 
ing, by  thwarting  the  Administration,  to.  shove 
you  off  that  precipice.  Sir,  the  clamors  which 
nave  been  raised  and  sung  so  loud  against  the 
late  and  present  Administrations,  as  well  as 
as ainst  the  war,  sprang  up  in  commercial  towns. 
But  it  should  be  recollected,  that  it  is  there  that 
foreign  -  influence  resides,  and  consequently  the 
greater  portion  of  systematic  opposition  to  the 
measures  of  a  €k)yemment  in  collision  with  that 
nation  from  which  this  foreign  influence  ema- 
nates*' 

Sir,  why  this  extraordinary  solicitude  for  the 
poor  Canadians  ?  I  think  it  would  be  equally  as 
honorable  for  gentlemen  to  reserve  their  sympa- 
thies for  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  our  fron- 
tiers who  fall  victims  to  the  merciless  and  savage 
allies  of  Britain.  What  can  be  the  cause  of  this 
extraordinary  predilection  (as  it  appears  to  me) 
for  Britain  and  her  principles  ?  If  gentlemen 
would  take  an  impartial  view  of  their  conduct 
towards  all  nations,  and  more  particularly  Amer- 
ica, I  think  they  would  find  but  little  to  bottom 
confidence  on.  It  is  almost  proverbial,  sir,  that 
their  tpuch  is  pollution.    It  woiild  be  folly  to 
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detain  you  by  detailing  crimes.  Sir,  there  is  no 
crime  which  can  be  perpetrated,  but  for  which 
ready  precedents  may  oe  round  in  the  conduct  of 
that  perfidious  nation  towards  America.  All 
nations  with  which  they  have  been  connected, 
have  not  only  felt  the  perfidy  of  their  alliance, 
the  impotence  of  their  protection,  but  the  sting 
of  their  pride. 

But,  sir,  I  told  you  I  would  not  detain  you  long, 
and  I  will  not ;  as  I  hare  not  subscribed  to  the 
new-fashioned  doctrine,  that  a  man's  talenu  are 
to  be  measured  by  the  length  of  his  speech.  I 
am  old*fashiotied  enough,  sir,  to  suppose  a  ca^, 
where,  by  having  reference  to  all  the  documents 
printed  tor  years  back,  and  expatiating  on  them, 
long  speeches  might  be  made,  and  no  ereat  pre** 
tensions  to  talento  either.  Sir,  I  shall  say  no 
more^only  to  give  gentlemen  notice,  that  if  this 
debate  is  not  suffisr^  to  be  closed  in  a  verjr  short 
time^  I  shall  attempt  to  close  it  by  ealimg  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Crbvbs  rose.— It  was  for  some  time  during 
this  debate,  said  he,  my  intention  to  have  min- 
gled my  unimportant  opinions  and  sentiments 
with  those  of  other  gentlemen  in  this  discussion ; 
but  I  gave  way  frdm  time  to  time  before  the  ea- 
ffemess  of  others  who  were  desirous  of  present- 
ing themselves  to  vour  attention,  and  I  had  en- 
tirely abandoned  the  idea  of  taking  any  part  in 
the  argument ;  but  the  sudden  and  unexpected 
indisposition  at  this  moment  of  tny  worthy  friend 
and  honorable  colleague.  (Mr.  WiLLtAMS,)  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  with  whom  this  bill 
originated,  who  was  expected  to  close  the  debate, 
has  left  a  vacuum  in  theargoment  which  I  propose 
to  fill.  Could  he  have  addressed  you,  as  he  was 
prepared  and  anxious,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  duty,  to  do,  it  would  have  rendered  the  feeble 
attempt  which  I  shall  make  as  unnecessary  as  it 
would  have  been  impertinent  and  obtrusive.  I 
propose,  then,  to  speak,  as  my  honorable  friend 
would  probablv  have  done,  generally,  but  briefly, 
on  the  several  heads  of  aiscussion  which  have 
been  introduced  into  the  debate,  which  has  not 
been  on  the  bill  before  yon,  but  on  the  general 
merits  of  the  war ;  the  origin,  progress,  and  con- 
tinuance of  it.  I  meati  not  to  censure  the  wide 
range  which  this  discussion  has  taken.  It  Is  fair 
and  right  in  gentlemen  of  the  opposition  to  select 
some  occasion  during  each  session  on  which  to 
discuss  the  great  questions  of  State  which  the 
public  events  of  the  passing  times  present;  and 
the  one  furnished  by  the  bill  before  you  was  per- 
haps as  proper  as  any  other. 

Almost  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  addressed 
you,  have  very  graveljr  told  you,  by  way  of  exor- 
dium, of-  their  unquestionable  right  to  ao  so,  and 
of  the  firmness  with  which  they  mean  to  assert 
and  exercise  it,  as  if  there  had  been,  at  any  time, 
really  an  opposition  to  this  freedom  of  discussion. 
These  introductions  must  be  a  little  amusing  to 
the  members  of  this  House  and  to  the  attendants 
in  your  galleries,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
listening  to  the  gentlemen.  But  if  there  ever 
coald  have  been  a  doubt  on  this  subject,  and 
surely  there  never  was  any,  the  debate,  which  I 


hope  is  about  to  be  closed,  affords  an  ami^e  refu- 
tation of  it.  There  are  parts  of  this  debate  which 
will  descend  to  distant  posterity  as  a  monument 
of  the  freedom  of  discussion  in  this  Hall.  I  trust, 
sir,  we  shall  furnish  few  such  testimonies — I  hope 
never  to  see  another  exhibited  on  this  floor.  They 
must  be  looked  upon  with  apprehension  by  ail 
those  who  consider  the  restraints  of  personal  po- 
liteness and  the  urbanity  of  social  esteem  as  af- 
fording a  better  security  to  those  who  love  peace 
and  good  manners,  for  the  preservation  of  these 
valuable  objects,  than  can  be  lent  by  the  strongest 
arm  or  the  severest  sanctions  which  positive  in- 
stitutions have  establidied ;  restraints  under  which 
even  "  vice  itself  loses  half  its  evil,  by  losing  all 
its  grossness."  I  shall  imitate  the  example  of 
gen  de men  who  followed  in  the  debate-^I  shall 
pour  oil  upon  the  waves,  and  endeavor  to  still  the 
raging  of  the  storm. 

Gtentlemen,  fruitful  in  epithets,  yet  rather  fruit- 
ful in  their  abundance  than  in  their  variety,  have 
called  this  an  unjust,  wanton,  wicked,  and  unne- 
cessary war.  I,  on  the  contrary,  assert  it  to  be  a 
just  and  necessary  war.  One  characterietic  dif- 
ficulty here  presents  itself,  which  has  occurred  in 
ail  the  discussion  in  an4  out  of  this  House  on  this 
subject.  What  is  a  just  and  necessary  war  ?  By 
the  advocates  of  war  it  is  asserted  that  the  inju- 
ries and  insults  of  the  enemy  demanded  War,  and 
rendered  this  war  just  and  necessary.  The  oppo- 
nents of  war  admit  the  magnitude  of  the  insults 
and  injuries,  but  deny  the  inference.  They  as- 
sert that  tha  war  is  unnecessary  and  not  justifi- 
able, because  the  pecuniary  expenditure  and  loss 
will  exceed  in  value  the  commercial  objects  for 
which 'we  are  contending.  The  advocates  of 
war  deny  both  the  premises  and  the  conclusion. 
The  objects  of  the  war  are  not  merely  commer- 
cial, but,  if  they  were,  the  inference  is  denied. 
They  admit  that  the  pecuniary  expenditure  and 
loss  will  exceed  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  com- 
mercial objects  for  which  they  contend,  but  they 
deny  that  a  war  for  commercial  objects  is  there- 
fore unnecessary  or  indefensible.  To  an  intelligi- 
ble argument  it  seems^  therefore,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, necessary  that  we  should  bi^in  by 
some  definition  of  a  just  and  necessary  war ;  and 
yet  it  seems  to  be  a  melancholy  labor  in  It  sreat 
and  fm»  State,  where  public  sentiment  should  be 
unequivocal  on  such  subjects,  to  proceed  by  rules 
of  logic  to  establish  great  first  principles  of  public 
sentiment;  but  I  fear  ttiat,  as  all  good  thin^  are 
purchased  by  concomitant  sacrifices,  we  have  not 
obtained  the  innumerable  blessings  and  advan- 
tages of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press 
for  nothing.  I  fear  they  have  sometimes  substi- 
tute an  erring  reason  for  a  better  guide— the 
gnreat  uncontaminated  current  of  public  feeling — 
me  moral  sense  of  the  nation,  of  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  ftuiN- 
ot)  so  often  tells  so  much. 

But  we  must  inquire,  what  is  a  just  and  neees* 
sary  war?  A  war  is  just  and  necessary  when 
waged  to  protect  and  defend  the  violated  pecu- 
niary interests  of  a  country ;  or  to  defend  and  se- 
cure the  sovereign  rights  and  independence  of  a 
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country ;  or,  lastly  and  principally,  to  sjipport  and 
maintain  the  national  honor.    The  last,  indeed, 
embraces  ail  the  others;  and,  if  I  hare  distin* 
goished,  it  is  rather  in  cooformity  with  custom, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  elucidation  than  from  any 
practical  separation  which  I  admit  between  the 
last  and  the  former.    But  I  am  likely  to  incor 
the  derision  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
position by  speaking  of  national  honor.    They 
seem  not  to  nave  admitted  the  term  into  their 
Toeabntary;  they  treat  it  as  a  new  language; 
they  remind  me  of  the  character  of  Goldfinch^  in 
one  of  HoieroJVs  plays,  who,  when  he  hears  the 
Romans  mentioned,  exclaims,  *' Romans!  Ro- 
mans! who  are  they?"   So  the  gentlemen,  "na- 
tional honor!  what's  that?  what's  that?"    Yet, 
air,  strange  as  it  may  seem  to  t^  honorable  gen- 
tlemen orer  the  way,  the  maintenance  of  the 
principle  of  national  nonor,by  which  I  mean  that 
principle  which  animates  and  sustains  an  ele- 
vated fitness  of  character  and  conduct,  i^  the  only 
justifiable  cause  of  ^wpr;  and,  if  necessary,  the 
principle  ought  to  be  maintained  by  all  the  sacri- 
fices of  war  in  its  worst  shape.    No  wa^  is  justi- 
fiable or  necessary  which  is  waged  merely  for 
pecuniary  objects,  if  we  can  suppose  such  a  war, 
for  all  wars  involve  expense  and  loss  greater 
than  the  amount  of  any  pecuniary  objects  for 
which  they  can  be  waged.    On  the  ground  of  in- 
terest merely  they  would  not,  there&re,  be  justi- 
fiable ;  and  there  is  to  be  superadded,  what  can- 
not be  valued  in  money,  the  value  of  human  life. 
But  the  value  of  everything  is  founded  on  the 
security  with  which  it  is  enjoyed.    One  unpun- 
ished violation  of  right  provokes  another  and  an- 
other, until  all  security  is  destroyed ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  necessary  to  resist  given  infractions  of 
pecuniary  right  by  sacrifices  beyond  the  value  of 
the  right  itself,  because  resistance  is  necessary  to 
the  security  of  all  other  pecuniary  rights— 'nay, 
to  the  security  of  all  other  rights.  -  Security  of 
rights  is  a  political  thing ;  it  is  the  protection  of 
Government;  it  derives  its  value,  and  a  sreat 
portion  of  its  power,  too,  from  a  faithful  and  un- 
relaxed  application  of  it  to  aU  the  rig[hts  and  in- 
terests of  a  nation ;  and  is  diminished  in  its  value, 
and  in  its  power  also,  by  any  failure  to  afford  the 
protection  which  is  due  by  Qovemment  to  the 
subjects  and  the  interests  under  its  control.    To 
abandcm  any  interest  isto  abandon  all,  and  to  pro- 
tect one  is  to  protect  all ;  war,  therefore,  waged 
to  protect  one  political^  right  is  waged  to  protect 
all  political  rights ;  no  war  is,  in  consequence, 
made  for  any  given  right  merely  as  such,  but  for 
all  the  rights  and  interests  which  are  bound  to- 
gether in  a  nation  under  the  social  and  civil  com- 
pacts.   To  compare  the  expenditure  and  losses  of 
war  with  the  value  of  commercial  objects,  which 
may  be  the  immediate  causes  of  war,  is  to  talk 
idly,  and  to  forget  the  true  end  of  all  war  and  the 
first  great  purpose  of  Government — security.    A 
great  man  (Sir  James  Mackintosh)  has  said,  ^'the 
paramount  interest  of  every  State,  that  which 
comprehends  all  others,  is  security."    Will  you 
then,  it  may  be  inquired,  go  to  war  to  avenge  the 
infraction  of  the  amallcst  right  under  the  protec- 


tion of  Qovemment,  and  for  this  object  jeopar- 
dize every  other,  and  spill  the  blood  of  your  fel- 
low^citizens^  Certainly  not.  There  is  a  fitness 
which  cannot  be  defined  in  anticipation,  bat  which 
is  easily  discoverable  when  the  occasion  occurs, 
which  determines  when  a  war  is  necessary.  It 
may  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  injury ;  on 
the  character  which  the  nation  has  acquired ;  on 
its  ability  to  avenge  the  injury ;  on  the  character 
of  the  nation  which  has  inflicted  the  injury,  and 
a- thousand  other  circumstances.  The  question 
ought  always  to  be.  What  becomes  the  nation  ? 
What  is  due  to  the  national  honor  ?  What  is  ne- 
cessary to  sustain  an  elevated,fitness  of  character 
and  conduct  in  the  nation?  If  the  injury  sus- 
tained be  one  which  cannot  or  will  not  pronably 
be  repeated,  it  is  less  necessary  to  avenge  it.  if 
the  natibn  be  poor  and  feeble,  it  may  be  obliged 
to  submit  to  the  violation  of  a  great  right.  If  it 
be  great  and  powerful,  it  must  spmedmes  resent 
a  smaller  injury;  it  may  sometimes  disdain  to 
notice  a  considerable  aggression  upon  its  rights ; 
in  short,  in  no  instance  is  the  expense  of  the  war 
a  rule  which  will  prove  it  just  and  necessary,  or 
otherwise ;  in  every  instance  is  national  honor, 
that  is,  a  fitness  of  character  and  conduct,  the 
rule  by  which  its  necessity  and  justifiable  charac- 
ter are  determinable.  Qeneraily  when  a  nation 
is  able  to  resist  with  effect  the  infraction  of  im- 
portant pecuniary  rights,  it  seems  indubitable 
that  an  elevated  ntness  of  character  and  conduct 
requires  resistance.  But  this  obligation  is  in- 
creased, and  is  less  doubtful  when  any  of  the  sov- 
ereign rights  of  a  nation  are  infringed,  arin  gross 
and  reiterated  insults  to  the  national  flag,  habitual 
violations  of  the  personal  liberty  of  its  subjects, 
invasion  of  its  territories,  and  the  like ;  these  are 
assaults  upon  its  independence,  and  there  is  no, 
room  left  tor  an  inquiry  into  the  fitness  of  resist- 
ance; it  may  indeed  be  supposed  to  change  from 
a  question  of  expediency  to  an  act  of  necessity ; 
it  is  a  struggle  for  self-preservation ;  the  n«tion 
acts  upon  a  principle  which  is  inherent  in  the 
meanest  insect,  and  of  which  inanimate  matter 
is  not  divested ;  the  worm  when  trodden  on  writhes 
in  Tesistance  as  well  as  anguish,  and  the  reaction 
of  inanimate  matter  seems  to  be  the  repulsive  act 
of  self-preservation. 

What,  then,  did  an  elevated  fitness  of  character 
and  conduct  require  of  the  American  Government, 
in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  at  the  moment  war 
was  declared  ?  What  does  it  still  require?  I  re- 
peat, the  war  is  a  just  and  necessary  war.  This 
will  be  proved  by  adverting  to  the  causes  of  the 
war.  What,  then,  were  the  causes  of  the  war  ? 
They  were  principally  new  and  before  unheard 
of  blockades — the  Orders  in  Council,  which  have 
been  generally  so  called,  by  way  of  pre-eminence; 
the  spoliations  of  our  commerce  under  various 
unfounded  and  insulting,  pretexts,  and  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen.  I  am  not  permitted  by 
the  circnoistanoes  under  which  I  address  you  to 
go  at  length  into  any  of  these  sut\jects.  But  I 
may  ask,  what  on  the  ocean  did  we  enjoy  but  by 
the  sufferance  of  Great  Britain  ?  What  insults, 
wh^t  injuries  had  we  not  suffered?    When,  did 
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they  be^in;  wheo,  though  they  .may  hare  heen 
Taried  m  character,  were  they  relaxed  in  degree, 
and  when  were  they  probably  to  cease?  I  will 
stop  to  notice  one  or  two  of  the  arguments  which 
have  been  ofiRsred  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  oppo* 
sition  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Emott) 
says,  the  blockade  of  May  1806  ought  not  really 
to  have  been  a  subject  or  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  because  he  says  it  was  a  re* 
iaxation  of  the  rule  of  '56.  The  rule  of  '56,  with- 
out admitting  or  inquiring  into  the  justice  of  the 
rule,  may  be  declared  to  be  a  rule  forbidding  the 
direct  transportation  in  neutral  Ttssels  of  the  pro- 
.  duee  of  the  colonies  of  a  belligerent  to  the  Euro- 
pean ports  of  that  belligerent.  Now  the  blockade 
of  May  1806,  founds  no  interdict  on  the  origin  of 
the  produce  or  commodity  conveyed;  but  inter- 
dicts an  entrance  into  the  ports  of  a  ^reat  line  of 
coast  which  it  was  pihysically  impossible  actually 
to  blockade.  Indeed,  this orcter  ot blockade didez- 
tend  the  principle  of  the  rule  of  '56,  by  forbidding 
intercourse  in  neutral  vessels  from  one  of  the 
ports  of  a  belligerent,  or  ports  dependent  on  him, 
to  another  of  these  ports.  In  short,  this  innocent 
and  even  beneficent  order,  as  gentlemen  will  have 
it,  embraces  the  substance  of  all  the  subsequent 
Orders  in  Council.  Gentlemen  ht^ve  revived  the 
old  argument  which  originated  with  tliem  and 
will  end  with  them,  that  the  French  decrees 
were  not  repealed,  because  of  the  iiTformality  of 
the  instrument — the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore 
of  the  5th  of  August,  1810.  One  gentleman  (Mr. 
Bleecker)  has  said  that  this  Qovernment  was 
tricked  by  France  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  the  evidence  of  this  trick  is  the  subsequent 
formal  act  of  repeal.  Now,  the  first  act  was 
either  a  repeal  or  it  was  not,  and  if  a  repeal,  the 
subsequent  act  of  France,  though  it  werei  re- 
pugnant, could  not  change,  the  character  of  the 
first  act.  But  it  is  not  repugnant.  It  is  confir- 
matory, and  recognises  the  first  as  ft  repeal.  And 
so  it  has  been  considered  by  Great  Britain,  who 
never  objected  to  the  informality  of  the  first  act.  It 
was  left  to  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  to  furnish  this  sapient  ob- 
jection, and  that  they  might  not  he  injured  in  the 
right  of  authorship,  they  have  been  let\  to  the  ex- 
clusive enjoyment  of  it*-GreatBjiuin  has  never 
republished  it ;  it  is  to  be  found  in  none  of  the 
voluminous  correspondence  of  her  Mi  nisters.  Her 
obiectioos  were  not  want  of  form  in  the  act,  but,  1. 
That  the  revocation  was  conditional  and  depended 
on  the  resistance  of  the  United  States  to  certain 
principles  of  blockade.  2.  That  it  was  partial.  8n<^ 
applied  not  to  all  neutrals  btit  to  America  alone. 
Now  mark  her  consistency.  She  has  revoked 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  that  act  of  the  French 
Government,  which  she  has  made  the  pretext  for 
this  revocation,  is  alike  conditional  and  alike 
partial,  it  states  the  resistance,  of  the  United 
States  as  the  ground  of  revocation,  and  it  eon- 
fines  the  revocation  to  America.  Great  Britain 
has  then  deserted  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  and  has  herself  admitted,  in  effect 
and  in  practice,  the  sufficieJicy  of  that  revocation 


which  the  honorable  gentlemen  say  was  no  revo- 
cation. The  act  of  the  GoYernment  was  then 
strictly  proper.  The  decrees  of  France  were  re- 
pealed. But  gentlemen,  for, want  of  better  arma- 
ment, dwell  on  the  perfidy  of  Frant^e  to  this 
country  and  the  general  atrocity  of  the  conduct 
of  her  ruler.  Who  is  the  apologist  of  France  ? 
Is  any  man  on  this  side  of  the  House  ?  No,  sir. 
For  my  own  part,  I  hope  that  the  unjust  acts  of 
France  may  be  resented  and  that  we  may  be 
enabled  to  punish  her  for  her  perfidy  and  injustice. 
Without  using  the  violent,  I  was  about  to  say 
gross  epithets  which  have  become  fashionable,  I 
declare  I  abhor  and  detest  as  much  as  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  pf  the  House,  the  conduct  of 
France.  I  wish  S^ain  to  be  emancipated  from  her 
yoke.  I  shall  rejoice  in  the  conflagration  of  Mos- 
cow if  it  were  to  save  the  independence  of  Rus- 
sia. This  I  hope  is  the  language  of  all  parties. 
All  unite,  I  believe,  in  their  abhorrence  of  the  con- 
duct and  character  of  the  man  who  sways  the 
destiny  of  France.  Why  then  is  it  said,  when 
we  have  the  will  and  want  but  the  power  and  op- 
portunity to  resist  him,  that  we  have  indulged  a 
partiality  fol:  France?-  Great  Britain  has  been 
properly  selected  as  the  first  object  of  our  hostility. 
When  a  proposition  was  made  to  include  France 
as  well  as  Great  Britain  in  the  declaration  of 
war,  getftlemen  on  neither  side  of  the  House  did 
support  it*  The  opposition  prints  throughout  the 
Union  laughed  it  to  scorn.  Few  men  thought  of 
resisting  both  at  once.  The  voice  of  both  par- 
ties appeared  to  be  against  it.  The  Government, 
obliged  to  resist,  was  obliged  to  select  its  enemy. 
Should  France  have  been  selected  ?  With  the 
blood  of  our  citizens  insultingly  slaughtered  with- 
out the  slightest  provocation,  on  the  shores  of  oar 
owa  territory,  uoatoned  for  till  the  moment  of 
the  declaration  of  war^  with  the  habitual  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen  in  every  sea,  with  the  con- 
tinual and  reiterated  violation  of  your  right  to 
seek  where  you  choose  a  market  for  your  native 
produce,  all  before  your  eyes,  and  with  no  hope 
of  a  discontinuance  of  tnese  injuries,  we  are 
told  that  we  ought  to  have  diverted  our  enmity 
from  Great  Britain,  and  directed  it  against  France. 
Where,  sir,  could  we  attack  France?  Where 
are  her  colonies  into  which  we  could  carry  our 
arms?  Where  could  we  subjugate  her  provin- 
ces? Where  are  her  ships?— where  her  com- 
merce ?  Where  could  we  have  carried  on  against 
her  any  of  the  operations  cf  war?  Would  the 
chivalry  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  have  suggested  an  invasion  of  France? 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  vNew  York  (Mr. 
€k)u>)  said  it  would  not  have  required  another 
man  nor  another  ship,  to  have  resisted  Fraoce. 
But,  why,  I  pray  you?  Because  such  a  resist- 
ance would  have  been  confined  to  the  idle  and 
nugatory  act  of  declaring  it.  Effectual  resist- 
ance would  have  been  impracticable.  Gtentlemen 
would  resist  France,  would  declare  war  against 
France,  mei'ely  to  show  their  indignation  at  ber 
perfidy  and  injustice;  and  here  I  confess  my 
reelings  go  with  the  gentleman — I  would  do  so 
toO|  had  we  no  other  enemy  to  jcontend  with. 
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But  if  we  bad  abaDdoned  or  deferred  our  resist- 
ance to  tbe  injuries  of  England,  and  as  a  pretext 
for  it  assailed  France,  woul^  not.the^ict  have 
been  idle  and  weak?  Would  it  not  have  been 
wicked,  to  borrow  one  of  the  epithets  wliicb  gen- 
tlemen nave  applied  to  the  war  with  England,  so 
to  have  sported  with  the  public  feelings  and  the 
national  resentment  as  to  have  declared  war 
against  France,  the  nainor  aggressor,  whom  we 
could  not  touch,  and  to  have. suppressed  our  re* 
sentment  a^inst  Great  Britain,  whose  injuries 
were  unlimited  and  unceasing,  and  whom  alone 
we  could  reach  7  But  why,  sir^  are  .the  injuries 
these  satioos  have  done  us  contrasted,  and  those 
of  the  one  made  an  apology  for  those  or  the  other? 
Why  are  we  partif ans  ot  either  ?  Have  we  no 
country  of  our  own?    Is  there  a  land  upon  the 

flohe,  80  fair,  so  happy,  and  «o  free  ?    And,  be- 
oidjog  and  enjoying  these  blessings, 

**  Breathes  there  the  man  with  soul  so  dead 
Who  never  to  himself  hath  ssid, 
Tku  is  my  own,  my  native  land  /" 

Sir,  I  feel  neither  as  a  Frenchman  nor  Briton, 
but  as  an  American.  As  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  I  bear  no  affection  to  any  other  country. 
If  I  have  any  feeling  of  partiality  for  either  of 
the  great  belligerent8.it  is  Tor  the  country,  and 
the  people  of  Great  Britain.  From  them  1  draw 
my  blood  in  a  very  short  .descent.  But  that  na- 
tion is  the  injurer  of  my  country,  and  I  can  see 
her  in  no  other  light  thnn  that  of  an  enemy,  nor 
can  I  find  any  apology  for  her  in  the  injuries 
France  has  done  us.  Sir,  the  Government  did  right 
in  discriminating  between  Britain  and  France, 
and  selecting  the  former.  It  was  the  only  mode 
of  real  practical  resistance.  The  woi;ld  wonl^ 
have  laughed  at  us  had  we  declared  war  against 
France,  who  wa^  no  longer  able  to  injure  us, 
whom  we  could  not  assail  with  effect,  and  have 
left  the  unceasing  injuries  of  Great  Britain  to  go 
on  unresisted  and  unresented.  The  world  would 
have  considered  it  as  a  mere  cover  for  our  pusil- 
lanimity. I  say  then,  that  the  Government  was 
not  tricked  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  ^t 
was  commenced  in  the  prosecution  of  the  be!jt 
and  most  deliberate  policy.  It  was  the  only  hon- 
orable and  practicable  course.  If  there  has  been 
an  error,  and  I  think  there  has,  it  was  in  not  hav- 
ing long  since  resisted  England.  War  against 
England  should  have  followed  the  first  embargo; 
that  was  a  wise  measure,  but, it  could  not  endure 
forever;  it  carried  the  policy  of  commercial  re- 
striction upon  the  enemy  as  far  as  such  a  policy 
should  ever  be  carried,  which  from  its  nature  can 
only  be  temporary.  It  at  the  same  time  prepared 
the  nation  for  war ;  it  brought  home  your  wealth 
and  seamen;  it  brought  home  your  vessels,  and 
placed  you  in  the  attitude  in  which  the  nation 
ought  to  have  been  previous  to  war,  and  its  ter- 
mination ought  to  have  been  followed  by  imme- 
diate and  vigorous  war.  The  pulse  of  the  nation 
was  high,  and  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  their 
rulers  and  resources  great.  Distrust  has  grown 
out  of  the  hesitation  and  timidity  then  manifested. 
If  the  embargo  had  been  followed  up  by  war,  some 
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of  the  gTMiest.  injuries  we  have  since  suffered 
would  not  have  occurred.  France  would  not 
have  ventured  to  have  seized  and  sequestered  our 
vessels  and  property  as  she  subsequently  did.  She 
was  tempted  to  do  it  because  she  saw  we  would 
suffer  and  submit  to  any  injurj. 

But  gentlemen  say,  that  their  ^reat  aversion  to 
this  war  arises  from  the  danger  of  French  alliance 
Is  it  possible  ?  Do  we  want  the  armies  of  France, 
or,  if  we  did,  could  they  reach  our  shores  ?  Do 
we  want  her  navv  ?  lias  she  any  that  dare  ven- 
ture to  sea?  Where  can  she  aid  us?  Where 
can  we  unite  ?  There  is  an  astonishing  similar- 
ity in  the  history  of  free  governments.  The 
Athenians  were  afraid  to  resist  Philip  because  it 
would  involve  them  in  an  alliance  with  the  Great 
King.  It  was  alleged  that  he  was  a  barbarian 
and  the  common  enemy  of  all  free  States.  But. 
^id  their  great  orator:    ''For  my  part,  when  I 

*  find  a  man  apprehending  danger  from  a  person 

*  who  resides  in  Susa  or  Ecbatana,  and  yet  speak* 

*  ing  in  another  strain  of  one  who  is  at  your  gates, 

*  who  is  extend  ing  his  conquests  in  the  very  heartoi 
'  Greece,  the  plunderer  ofthe  Greeks.  I  am  aston- 

*  jfhed,and  regard  that  nuin,  whoever  he  is,  as  dan* 
<'geroas,  who  does  not  see  danger  in  Philip."  So 
I  most  regard  the  counsels  of  that  man,  whoever 
he  is,  who.  Aeariog  French  alliai\ce,  would  sub- 
mit to  British  aggression.  I  mean,  however,  to 
impute  no  improper  motive  to  gentlemen  in  the 
opposition — an  opposition  always  runs  into  ex- 
tremes, and,  with  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  I  can 
easily  account  for  their  conduct,  however  extra- 
ordinary I  may  oonsider  it,  without  supposing  their 
moti  ves  to  be  worse  than  m  y  own.  If  they  be  real, 
I  am  indeed  astonished  at  their  fears  of  French 
alliance.  It  seems  to  me  impossible.  But  let  us 
not  by  an  unnecessary  fear  of  one  Power,  however 
great,  fail  to  r^pel  the  injuries  of  another  Power 
which  is  oontinoally  pressing  ufion  us.  Submis- 
sion to  Britain  now  would  prepare  us  for  submis- 
sion to  France  hereafter.  The  way  to  prepare 
to  re^st  the  alarminpr  power  of  France,  should 
we  be  assailed  by  it,  is  now  to  resbt  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  raise  up  in  the  minds  of  our  citizens  a 
spirit  that  will  fearlessly  contend  against  injury^ 
and  injustice,  come  from  whatsoever  quarter  li 
may.  But,  sir,  it  is  idle— it  is  worse  than  idle  tp 
talk  of  the  danger  of  French  allianpe. 

Gentlemen  say,  that  ])opular  opinion  was 
against  the  war.  1  deny  it,  sir.  It  was  called 
for  by  popular  opinion ;  and  this  will  not  be  dis- 
proved, however  soon  popular  opinion  shall  in- 
cline to  peace,  and  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  regain  the  reins  of  power,  as  they 
are  not  unlikely  to  do^  however  just  and  neces- 
sary the  war.  Any  man  who  thought  with  half 
the  ability  with  which  the  gentlemen  do,  mu&t 
have  believed  that  in  voting  for  war.  he  was 
probably  surrendering  himself  politically  a  vic- 
tim on  the  altar  of  his  country,  yet  it  is  frequently 
declared,  that  the  majority  have  declared  this 
war  to  preserve  their  seats.  They  declared  it 
against  popular  opinion,  too,  to  preserve  their 
seats,  whicn  they  hold  by  the  tenure  of  popular 
1  opinion  1    Are  gentlemen  seriovis  ?    Look  at  the 
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htstorf  of  nations,  and  see  if  the  war-makers 
have  been  generally  the  peace-makers.    I  cannot 
elerate  the  hopes  of  men  who  possess  half  the 
talents  that  the  honorable  g[entlemen  lay  claim 
to  (because  th^ir  own  sagacity  must  have  made 
it  known  to  them)  by  declaring  that  those  who 
have  made  this  war  must  be  more  fortunate  than 
the  authors  of  war  usually  are,  if  power  does  not 
change  hands.    Let  gentlemen  then  be  patient-— 
the  prospect  before  them  is  cheering.    If  the  war 
ahall  be  glorious,  and  the  result  happy,  the  best 
rights  and  interests  of  the  country  will  have 
been  secured  by  the  exertions  of  the  (iovernment ; 
and  though  it  shall  confirm  the  power  of  the  ma- 
jority, the  gentlemen,  Endowed,  as  they  undoubt- 
edly are,  with  the  best  feelings  of  good  men  and 
Americans,  will  unite  with  us  in  a  triumph  which 
will  elevate  their  country's  honor  and  happiness. 
If  otherwise,  they,  in  the  fulness  of  that  wisdom 
of  which  they  neither  seem  uncotwcious  nor  dif- 
fident, will  administer  the  Government  them- 
selves, and  have  neither  wars  nor  rumors  of  wars. 
But  I  repeat,  that  the  popular  opinion  called  fbr 
war.    The  people  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
temporizing  and  pacific  measures  which  the  Gh)v 
emment  had  pursued  for  several  years ;  they  be- 
gan to  declare  and  to  believe  that  the  €k>vern- 
ment  was  Incompetent  to  the  purposes  for  whi6h 
it  was  instituted.    Had  the  Qovernment  conti* 
nued  to  show  by  its  practice  that  it  was  incapa- 
ble of  defending  the  national  rights  and  hoiior 
by  arms,  this  glorious  and  happy  Union,  which 
we  all  profess  to  hold  dear  and  sacred,  would  not 
long  have  been  thonght  worth  preserving,  and 
would  have  died  of  mere  inanition.    Who  would 
not  have  pointed  the  finger  of  scorn  at  the  Oov* 
emment  which  would  not  go  to  war  for  such 
rights  as  those  for  which  we  entered  into  this 
contest  1    Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  matter  with 
impartlalitv,  and  see  whether  the  Gk>yernment 
would  not  nave  ceased  to  merit  and  to  receive  the 
respect  of  its  citizens,  if  it  failed  to  protect  such 
rignts  and  interests.  It  would  have  manifested  a 
want  of  that  spirit  without  which  any  Qovern- 
ment will  be  despicable.  But  it  is  said,  the  war  was 
declared  prematurely,  without  the  necessary  pre- 
rious  preparations,  and  that  in  this  respect  the 
Weakness  and  wickedness  of  the  measure  were 
particularly  exemplified.    I  know,  sir,  that  men 
who  took  upon  them  the  office  of  prophets  and 
foretellers,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  did  pro- 
nounce the  dedaration  of  war  premature.and  pre- 
dicted numerous  and  fatal  disasters  whicn  were  to 
follow :  our  commerce  was  to  be  destroyed,  and 
our  vessels  indiscriminately  swept  from  the  ocean ; 
our  towns  were  to  be  sacked ;  our  slaves  were  to 
be  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  dbc.    Their  counsel 
was.  Wait  till  the  Winter— then  the  season  will 
protect  your  harbors  and  maritime  towns,  and 
your  Army  will  be  increased  and  disciplined. 
But  the  season  of  danger  has  passed — I  mean  that 
season  in  which.it  was  predicted  we  should  suf- 
for  these  disasters-^and  what  portion  of  the  evil 
prophecy  has  been  realized  ?    Has  our  commerce 
been  swept  from  the  ocean  ?    Has  it  not  nearly 
all  reached  our  harbors  in  safety?    Are  our 


cities  sacked  ?  Are  our  slaves  in  a  state  of  Instir- 
rection  ?  It  was  also  predicted  that  our  gallant 
little  Navy  would  be  annihilated.  This  has  been 
falsified  by  the  great  exploits  of  our  naval  heroes. 
Look  on  these  and  say  whether  the  war  was  pre- 
maturely commenced  or  not!  Would  you  for  all 
the  money  that  has  been  expended,  and  to  re- 
trieve all  the  sacrifices  of  the  war,  consent  to 
expunge  from  the  pages  of  history  the  achieve- 
ments of  Hull,  and  Jones,  and  Decatur  1  I  heard 
the  other  day  a  pa^triot  of  the  Revolution  declare, 
in  a  spirit  which  ihonld  animate  us  ail — speak- 
ing of  the  reward  which  it  was  proposed  to  be- 
stow on  the  oflicers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution — 
"  I  would  rather  add  five  millions  to  the  national 
*  debt,  than  strike  that  single  event  from  the  na- 
'  tional  records.''  Would  not  you  all  ?  The  an* 
swer  from  both  sides  of  the  House  must  be  affir- 
mative. With  these  events  before  me,  I  cannot 
regret  that  the  declaration  of  war  was  net  de- 
layed. 

But  war  was  prematureiv  deelaredj  it  is  said, 
hecause  we  had  not  a  regular  disciplined  army 
at  the  time.    Preparation  for  operations  on  land 
must  have  been  relative  to  the  defence  of  our  own 
territory,  or  the  invasion  of  the  enemy's  terri- 
tory.   The  militia  are  the  proper  and  the  ade- 
?[uate  defenders  of  the  soil  on  which  they  live; 
or  this  purpose  we  did  not  want  any  other  armv. 
They  mi2ht  have  been  made  more  extensively 
useful,    f  join  not  with  their  revilers — I  wish 
that  their  usefulness  had  not  been  circumscribed 
by  a  doctrine  subversive  of  the  true  principles  of 
the  Cdnstitution  which  was  maintamed  on  this 
floor.    I  rejoice  that  I  combatted  that  doctrine ; 
yet  I  do  not  mean  to  consider  them  as  a  fit  army 
of  invasion.    I  acknowledge  that  we  were  not 
prepared  with  a  regular  disciplined  army^  quali- 
fied for  the  invasion  and  conquest  of  the  enemy's 
country.    But  should  we  have  been  prepared  by- 
Winter,  the  time  to  which  gentlemen  wished  to 
have  deferred  the  declaration  of  warl    It  is  a 
truth,  that  a  Government  like  ours  never  will, 
and  never  can,  be  prepared  for  war  in  peace. 
The  great  and  effective  preparations  for  war 
must  grow  out  of  the  progress  and  events  of  the 
war.    Notwithstanding  our  disasters  on  land,  I 
believe  our  preparation  is  greater,  and  our  situa- 
tion better,  than  it  would   have  been  had  the 
war  been  deferred.    We  were  to  expect,  in  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  to  suffer  such  mis- 
fortunes.   Except  in  the  affair  of  Detroit,  noth- 
ing has  happened  which  should  cause  us  to  blush : 
that  disgrace,  like  the  disfrrace  of  the  Chesapeake, 
will  be  the  harbinger  of  glory — I  take  it  as  an 
omen  of  victory.  I  pledge  myself,  if  the  war  con- 
tinue, it  will  be  so  in  the  event.  As  the  war  stands 
at  this  moment,  we  have  suffered  little,  and  we 
have  humbled  the  pride  of  the  enemy  where  it 
was  most  insulting.    We  have  insured  the  con- 
fidence of  the  nation,  from  the  seashore  to  the 
mountains  beyond  them^  as  far  as  our  population 
reaches,  in  our  naval  ability.    I  ask:  the*  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  whether  we 
have  not  gained  something  in  this  respect  by  the 
war  ?    In  one  word,  who  would*  now  commence 


«37 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


838 


Jaxuart,  1813. 


Additional  Military  Force, 


H.  OF  K. 


the  war  and  take  the  chance  of  better  soecess  in 
preference  to  the  actual  fortune  of  the  war  since 
It  has  been  declared.  It  was  not  prematurely 
declared.  I  now  contend  the  war  oil^ht  to  be 
be  continued.  Some  gentlemen  have  thought 
fit  to  say  in  debate,  that  the  only  alleged  cause  of 
war  was  formed  by  the  Orders  in  Council.  But 
from  their  own  act,  (heir  celebrated  protest,  I  will 
prove  the  contrary.  Impressment  is  there  enu- 
merated as  among  the  causes  of  war,  as  it  was 
in  all  the  public  acts  of  the  time  relative  to  the 
causes  of  war.  Without  more  words,  I  am  au- 
thorized in  asserting  that  impressment  was  one 
of  the  principal  causes  of  the  war;  and  although 
had  the  Oraers  in  Council  been  revoked,  and 
their  revocation  known  to  us  before  war  was  de- 
clared, we  would  no  doubt  have  temporized 
longer;  yet  this  cause  itself  must  in  thp  end  have 
produced  war.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  with  whom  I  reci- 
procate the  appellation  of  friend  with  pride  and 
pleasure,  because  party  feelings  break  no  link  of 
my  friendships,  sa^s  we  have  renounced  our  ob- 
jections to  the  British  practice  of  impressment, 
because  the  Treaty  of  1794  is  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  true  there  is  no  provision  respecting 
It,  but  an  article  of  the  treaty  discloses  the  fact, 
that  many  points  of  difference  were  left  unset- 
tled, and  the  public  documents  of  that  period 
show  that  this  was  among  them. 

[Mr.  Randolph  explained.  He  did  not  say  that 
the  silence  of  that  treaty  was  a  renunciation  of 
the  objection,  but  it  proved  that  the  practice  of 
impressment  was  not  considered  at  that  time,  in 
itself,  as  sufficient  cause  of  war.] 

It  appears  that  very  soon  after  the  General 
Government  went  into  operation  this  practice  was 
the  subject  of  remonstrance;  this  was  under  the 
Administration  of  General  Washington.  It  has 
been  the  subject  of  negotiation  and  remonstrance 
under  everv  succeeding  Administration*  But  it 
if  alleged,  oecause  it  was  not  settled  in  the  Treaty 
of  1794,  that  it  was  not  considered  by  General 
Washington  as  justifiable  cause  of  war,  and  it 
is  inferred  that  it  oufht  not  now  to  be  considered 
as  sufficient  cause  for  the  continuance  of  the 
war.  What,  sir,  shall  constitute  cause  of  war  1 
The  spoliation  of  your  property  ?  Not  so,  say 
gentlemen,  because  the  expenditure  for  redress 
will  be  greater  than  the  injury  sustained.  The 
▼iolation  of  the  personal  liberty  of  your  citizens 
and  the  degradation  of  the  ensign  uf  your  sover- 
eignty? No,  sa)r  gentlemen,  General  Washing- 
ton aid  not  consider  these  as  sufficient  cause  of 
war.  Will,  then,  any  injury,  or  any  combination 
of  injuries,  authorize  or  require  national  resent- 
ment? The  reasoning  of  the  gentlemen  would 
lead  us  to  a  negative  conclusion.  But  in  their 
estimate  of  the  actual  causes  of  the  present  war, 
they  appear  to  consider  the  business  of  impress- 
ment as  trivial,  and  the  Orders  in  Council  as  eve- 
rything. What,  sir,  will  you  go  to  war  for  prop- 
erty, the  value  of  which  is  only  relative,  and 
which,  compared  with  personal  liberty,  is  worth- 
less, and  refuse  to  jzo  to  war  for  the  personal  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen?  for  that  which  is  alike 


**  Given  to  the  fool,  the  vain,  the  enl — 

*<  To  Ward,  to  Waters,  Chartres,  and  the  Devil  !** 

Yon  will  waffe  war,  and  not  to  rescue  your  fel- 
low-citizens from  imprisonment  and  strines?  But, 
however  this  subject  was  to  be  viewed  before  we 
were  actually  involved  in  wan  it  must  now  be 
put  on  a  footing  of  certainty ;  if^  our  claim  be  not 
secured  it  will  be  surrendered;  to  make  peace 
without  obtaining  any  security  against  the  abuse 
of  which  We  complain,  would  be  to  acquiesce  in 
it,  and  to  acquiesce  in  it  would  be  to  surrender 
the  rififhts  of  the  country.    This  was  the  reason- 
ing of  Mr,  King,  who  in  one  of  his  communica- 
tions to  Government  on  this  subject  says,  he  has 
abandoned  negotiation,  because  to  acquiesce  in 
the  views  of  the  British  Government  would  be  to 
surrender  our  rij^hts.    And  shall  I  be  obliged,  sir, 
to  come  here  with  Volumes  of  documents  to  prove 
the  rights  of  the  citizen;  to  demonstrate  that  the 
naval  officers  of  Britain  have  not  a  right  to  incar- 
cerate him;  to  drag  him  to  the  gangway  and  flog 
him?    Shall  I  be  obliged  by  a  laborious  process 
of  reasoning  to  prove  the  oolimion  of  Govern- 
ment to  rescue  him  from  such  suffering?    No, 
gentlemen  generally  have  abandoned  this  ground, 
and  say,  that  the  impressment  of  our  citizens  is 
under  proper  circumstances  justifiable  cause  of 
war;  and  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Pearson,)  who  opened  the  debate  on  this 
subject  says,  that  if  a  fit  proposition,  accompanied 
by  means  calculated  to  give  it  a  fair  chance  of 
success,  were  tendered  and  did  not  procure  a  ces- 
sation of  the  practice  of  impressment,  he  would 
support  the  war.    What  is  trie  proposition  which 
he  submits?    That  we  shall  prohibit  from  serv- 
ing in  our  ships  the  seamen  of^  Great  Britain  and 
other  foreign  seamen,  and  confine  our  crews  to 
our  own  citizens.    This  being  done  he  will  sup- 
port the  war.   I  challenge  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  to  say  distinctly  to  the  people, 
for  whom  an  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  doiNCTjj 
has  said  this  debate  was  intended,  that  this  war 
should  not  be  continued  for  the  protection  of  our 
seaman ;  they  will  not,  they  dare  not    But  if  they 
are  against  the  continuance  of  the  war  it  is  on 
that  ground  and  no  other.    The  honorable  gen* 
tleman-from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ranoolpb)  says, 
Great  Britain  has  a  right  to  indst  on  the  services 
of  her  own  subjects,  and  that  England  would  not 
be  England  if  she  could  nor  command  them.    I 
say.  that  America  will  cease  to  be  America  if  she 
suffers  her  to  command  them  at  the  price  of  the 
liberty  of  her  citizens  and  the  honor  of  her  flag. 
The  same  gentleman  says,  England  will  nail  the 
flag  to  the  mast  and  so  to  the  bottom  with  it, 
rather  than  surrender  the  right  of  taking  her  sea- 
men from  on  board  our  merchant  vessels.  I  hope, 
sir,  we  shall  imitate  the  noble  example  she  sets 
us,  and  make  every  sacrifice  rather  than  give  up 
our  citizens  to  bondage  and  stripes. 

I  perceive,  sir,  that  I  am  occupying  too  much 
of  your  time,  aud  1  will  pass  over  many  of  the 
observations  I  meant  to  have  made.  I  will  not 
travel  over  the  history  of  our  negotiations  on  this 
subject,  as  I  intended  to  have  done,  but  come  im- 
mediately to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Russell.    It 
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was,  that  we  shooid  pass  laws  prohibiting  under 
the  severest  penalties  the  emplojriDent  of  any 
other  seamen  than  American  citizens  on  board 
our  vessels,  including  under  this  denomination 
only  natives  and  those  who  are  already  natural* 
izea.  This  brings  me  to  the  discrimination  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  to  whom 
I  have  before  alluded.  He  would  support  the 
Government,  he  said,  in  a  war  for  the  protection 
of  native  seamen,  if  such  laws  were  passed  as 
would  prohibit  the  employment  of  others.  Will 
he  not  also  support  a  war  for  the  protection  of 
those  already  adopted  into  our  political  family  ? 
He  will ;  I  answer  for  it,  he  will.  As  a  man  feel- 
ing for  the  character  of  his  country  he  will ;  as 
a  man  of  honor,  he  will.  Look  at  the  Constitu- 
tion^it  gives  tne  power  to  naturalize.  Excuse 
tne,  sir,  for  descending  for  a  moment  to  verbal 
criticism.  What  is  the  import  of  the  verb,  to 
naturalize  7  It  is  to  make  men  as  native  citizens. 
The  Constitution  has  given  the  power  to  Congress 
to  do  this,  with  but  one  limitation.  And  what  has 
Congress  done?  It  has  naturalized  foreigners 
without  any  other  than  the  Constitutional  limit- 
ation^  but  it  has  done  it  on  condition,  that  they 
forever  abjure  their  native  allegiance!  On 
oath  they  declare,  that  they  will  serve  no  other 
Sovereign,  and,  in  consequence,  solemnly  re- 
nounce the  protection  of  every  other !  It  is  im- 
possible for  Any  native  to  be,  politically,  more  an 
American — it  imposes  on  him  every  obligation 
and  gives  him  every  riffht,  except  that  of  a  capa- 
city to  be  the  Chief  Ma|;istrate  of  tbe  nation. 
What,  then,  is  the  obligation  of  the  Government 
to  the  adopted  citizen  1  Pledged  by  the  Constitu^ 
tion  and  the  laws  to  protect  and  treat  him  as  a 
native  citizen,  can  the  functionaries  of  that  Con- 
stitution and  those  laws  discriminate  between 
him  and  a  native  citizen  ?  Was  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution^  were  the  laws  pf  naturalization 
wise?  are  questions  which  may  be  fairly  made, 
but  having  already  pledged  the  faith  of  both,  if 

Iott  do  not  protect  him  your  character  is  gone, 
twill  stink  in  the  nostrils  of  posterity!  'Will 
you  say  that  you  cannot  protect  him  ?  Will  you 
adopt  the  idea,  which  has  been  suggested,  of  giv- 
ing pensions  to  them  in  lieu  of  political  protec- 
tion ?  A  pension  of  six  hundred  dollars  in  lieu 
of  the  privileges  of  an  American  citizen  !  I  am 
shocked  at  the  idea.  How  worthless,  how  de- 
graded in  the  eyes  of  mankind  would  we  be 
could  we  make  such  a  faithless  compromise. 
Who  will  sell  his  birth-right,  who  will  sell  his 
right  of  aflBIiation  for  a  pension  of  six  hundred 
dollars?  Will  you,  can  you  then  discriminate 
between  the  nroteotioo  due  to  native  and  natural- 
ized citizens?  Let  not  any  mariner  be  natural- 
ized, if  you  choose  to  forbid  it,  but  do  not  pledge 
the  sacred  faith  of  the  Constitution  and  tbe  laws 
and  then  violate  that  pledge  under  any  such  un- 
tenable pretext. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  the  public  law  of  all  na- 
tions on  earth,  ancient  and  modern,  has  denied 
the  right  of  expatriation.    Admit  (bat  they  are 
correct,  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  1 1 
4o  admit  that  sack  is  the  general  law.    But  what  i 


is  this  law  as  modified  by  the  practice  of  nations  ? 
Every  nation  which  has  thus  forbidden  expatria- 
tion has  at  the  same  time  granted  naturalization, 
and  the  general  practice  of  nations  is.  undoubted- 
ly the  law  of  nations.  Does  not  England  nata- 
ralize  foreigners?  Does  she  not  naturalize  your 
citizens?  If  she  does  not  do  it  as  generally  as 
you  do,  it  is  because  it  is  nol  her  policy  to  do  so; 
It  is  enough  that  she  naturalizes  your  seamen  ;  it 
is  enough  that  all  nations  have,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment, forbidden  expatriation  and  granted  natural- 
ization. The  law  must  be  the  result  of  neither 
exclusively,  but  of  both  these  practices.  Mr. 
Burke,(the  great  Bdmund,)  who  was  certainly  no 
innovator,  (^nominates  Charles  XII  the  murder- 
er of  Patkul.  Patkul  was  born  a  Swedish  sub- 
ject and  had  repeatedly  taken  up  arms  against  his 
Sovereign,  he  was  adopted  by  Russia  and  had 
been  her  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Poland.  Charles 
XII.  the  Sovereign  to  whom  his  natural  allegi- 
ance was  due,  obtained  possession  of  his  persoa 
:nd  put  him  to  death— -tnis  act  Mr.  Burke  deno- 
linates  niurder ! 

Governments  which  have  naturalized  foreign- 
ers have  protected  their  naturalized  subjects,  and 
the  Government  to  whom  the  native  allegiance 
of  such  subjects  was  due,  though  they  have  de- 
nied the  right  of  expatriatfon,  have  not  impugned 
the  protecting  interposition  of  the  adopted  sove- 
reign. If  they  have,  it  has  been  considered  as  an 
act  pf  unprincipled  violence,  and  in  the  instance 
of  Patkul  has  merited  and  received  the  denomi- 
nation of  murder.  On  this  subject  I  will  quote 
a  single  sentence  from  one  of  Mr.  King's  letters ; 
be  'ays,  *^  it  behooves  the  British  Government  to 
adhere  to  the  principle  of  natural  allegiance 
wholly  or  renounce  it  wholly."  Contending  them- 
selves for  the  right  of  naturalization,  can  the 
British  Government  deny  it  to  others?  On  the 
part  of  this  Government  sufficient  evidence  of  its 
pacific  and  accommodating  disposition  appears  ia 
Us  offer  to  surrender  everything  it  can  consist- 
ently with  national  faith.  On  the  i»art  of  Brit- 
ain a  protraotion  of  the  war,  by  refusing  to  meet 
us  on  the  terms  proposed,  can  proceed  from  no 
other  motive  than  a  determination  to  continue 
that  abuse  of  power  which  she  has  inflicted  and 
we  have  suffered  so  long.  The  ground  taken  by 
this  country  is  what  we  must  insist  upon  keep- 
ing, and  I  doubt  not  we  will  succeed  it  we  con- 
tend for  it  as  we  ought.  The  informality  of  the 
negotiation  between  our  Charg6  d'Afiairs  and  the 
British  Gkivernment  has  been  mentioned  as  a 
cause  of  its  failure.  If  there  had  been  an  ami- 
cable disposition  on  the  part  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment theauthority  would  have  been  considered 
ample.  If  there  be  not  an  amicable  disposition 
we  will  negotiate  in  vain.  We  must  fight  or  we 
shall  never  succeed  in  ctbtaininga  recognition  of 
our  rights.  I  will  advert  to  one  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Emott,)  who 
has  examined  this  subject  with  ability.  It  is  that 
one  which  appeared  to  me  to  make  the  greatest 
impression  on  tbe  House.  He  said  he  bad  exam- 
ined the  voluminous  document  on  the  subject  of 
impressment,  which  was  printed  during  the  last 
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session  by  order  of  the  House,  and  that  it  did  not 
appear  from  that  document  that  more  than  ^ninety- 
three  American  seamen  bad  been  imprest  in 
the  year  1809 ;  from  which  I  believe  every  one 
who  heard  him  inferred  that  it  was  proved  affir- 
matively by  that  docament,  that  too  more  than 
ninety-three  American  seamen,  who  were  named 
therein,  were  impressed  in  that  year.  Now,  what 
is  the  fact?  The  document  doer  not  state  in 
one  case,  perhaps  of  eight  or  ten,  whert  the  im- 
pressment took  place,  and  there  are  one  thousand 
five  hoodred  and  fifty-eight  persons  named  in 
tkat  document*  Of  course  the  gentleman  could 
Bol  be  authorised  to  say  that  bat  ninety-three,  or 
any  other  precise  niimber,  were  impressed  in 
1809.  All  those,  the  da'te  ot  whose  detention  is 
not  stated,  may  nave  been  impressed  in  1809.  It 
is  probable  much  the  greatest  portion,  was.  A 
nore  particular  ezamination  of  thb  point  of.in- 

3 airy   will  prove  the  magnitude  of  the  evil. 
*rom  the  1st  of  April,  1809,  to  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1810,  a  period  of  eighteen  months  only,  a 
single  agent  of  this  Government,  in  London,  re- 
ceived one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
applications  from  impressed  seamen.    How  many 
were  unabletoapply  ?    Mea  imprisoned  oa  board 
ships  of  war,  scattered  over  the  Ottean  and  on  dis- 
tant stations,  how  could  they  apply  to  Mr.  Lyman 
in  London  and  give  in  their  names'?    The  aom- 
ber  impressed  must  have  been  great  indeed  when 
a  single  agent  in  the  short  space  of  eighteen 
months  registered  the  names  of  one  thoosand  five 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  appfleants.  Of  this  number 
a  part  was  discharge,  acknowledged  to  be  Amer- 
icans bejond  the  possibility  of  denial ;  a  small 
Bomber  is  detained  as  being  born  in  England,  and 
the  remainder  are  detain^  under  various  pre- 
lexts— ^uch  as^  supposed  to  be  born  in  England, 
being  on  distant  stations,  having  consular  certifi- 
cates proving  them  Danes,  Swedes,  &c. ;  as  if  they 
had  any  better  right  to  take  from  on  board  an  Amer- 
ican vessel  a  Swede  or  a  Dane  than  an  American 
citizen.    Even  their  own  doctrine  goes  to  assert  a 
right  to  seize  none  but  their  own  subjects.    I  ask 
now,  whether  the  impression  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  was  a  just  one  1    Whe- 
ther it  does  not  appear  probable  that  at  least  one 
thousand  of  those  contained  in  this  list  were  im- 
pressed without  even  a  plausible  pretext  7    But  if 
m  a  single  statement  1  make  out  a  result  so  variant 
from  the  statement  of  the  ffentleman,  I  beg  you 
and  tb^  public  to  test  the  other  statemenu  of  the 
gentleman  in  the  same  way.    Not.  air,  that  the 
gentleman  made  the  statement  with  any  unfair 
intention,  for  no  man  is  more  honorable  or  cor- 
rect—he has  my  highest  esteem — but,  it  will  show 
how  liable  we  are  to  err— nay,  how  prone  we  are 
to  err  when  our  feelings  and  habit  of  thinking  run 
with  our  argument.    So  much  for  impressment. 
It  is  an  abuse  such  as  cannot  be  tolerated  by  an 
independent  nation.    It  is  one  which  ought  to  be 
resisted  by  war. 

In  relation  to  the  bill  immediately  before  us. 
Sir,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  military  matters.  1 
confess  I  have  considerable  doubt  as  to  the  par- 
ticular character  of  the  force  contemplated  by 


the  bill;  but  it  is  necessary  that  confidence  in 
this  respect  should  be  reposed  somewhere  by  those 
who  have  no  confidence  in  their  own  judgment, 
and  I  am  willing  to  repose  it  in  those  who  recom- 
mend this  bill.  Gentlemen  are  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  a  standing  army.  What  is  the  difierence 
between  this  force  and  the  volunteer  force  here- 
tofore authorized  to  be  raised  ?  Fifty  thousand 
men  w^re  authorized  by  the  law  on  that  subject 
now  proposed  to  be  repealed,  and  twenty  thousand 
only  by  this  bill  which  is  proposed  to  substitute 
it.  How  stabds  the  question  as  to  power  con- 
ferred on  the  Executive  ?  He  has  had  hereto- 
fore a  greater  force  at  his  command,  and  with  no 
difierence  in  character,  except  that  this  is  to  be 
of  a  more  regular  character.  Those  mieht  be 
raised  for  three  years ;  these  but  for  one.  Those 
he  officered  without  control ;  these  under  the 
partial  control  of  the  Senate.  There  is  nothing 
therefore  to  dread  in  this  bill. 

One  word  in  relation  to  the  ways  and  means. 
Thegentlemen  have  told  you  of  the  sreat  expense 
of  th^  war,  and  the  great  expense  that  will  flow 
from  the  passage  of  this  bill.  What  is  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  expense,  compared  with  the  import- 
ance of  the  object !  Compare  the  last  year's  ex- 
penditure with  that  of  the  British  nation,  and 
see  bow  infinitely  limited  our  expenses  appear. 
We  incurred  a  debt  for  the  last  year  of  ten  mil- 
lions o#  dollars.  Look  at  the  sum  wanted  to  sup- 
l^y  the  necessary  funds  for  the  expenses  of  the 
british  nation,  consisting  of  about  double  our 
population,  for.  one  year.  Fifty  •eight  millions  of 
pounds  sterling !  and  this  in  addition  to  the  im* 
mense  burdens  imposed  for  sinking  the  principal 
and  discharging  the  interest  on  the  pre-ezistmg 
debt.  It  is  said  ten  millions  of  dollars  of,  debt 
have  been  entailed  in  the  last  year  on  the  lands, 
propertjr,  and  interest  of  this  nation.  Yes,  sir, 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  to  encoun- 
ter the  immense  burden — of  what?  A  debt  of 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each  soul. 
The  wealth  and  industry  of  this  country  are  bur- 
dened to  this  amount.  The  honest  mechanicj 
farmer,  or  planter,. is  liable,  he  and  bis  posterity; 
to  this  wut  anlount,  for  the  defence  of  his  coun- 
try for  the  last  year !  No,  sir,  not  even  so  much } 
it  will  fall  where  it  will  not  be  felt,  on  the  wealth 
of  the  country.  On  him  not  five  and  twenty 
cents  perhaps  of  the  debt  will  fall.  The  honest 
laboring  man  will  have  to  encounter  the  immense 
burden  of  twenty-five  ceats;  it  will  require  a 
payment  from  him  of  as  much  as  &^^  cents  per 
annum  for  four  or  five  years  to  extinguish  tnia 
debt.  This  is  the  horrible  spectre  which  gentle- 
men imagine  is  to  deter  us  from  the  prosecntioa 
of  a  just  and  righteous  war.  But  twenty  millions, 
it  i^  said,  will  be  required  for  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year,  and  there  are  no  means  of  getting 
it.  Sir,  there  is  more  money  liberated  from  com- 
mercial pursuits  by  the  operations  of  war  twice 
over  than  will  be  wanted  in  the  year.  The  banki 
themselves  could  lend  it  from  their  emancipated 
capital.  If  the  merchants  do  not  employ  their 
funds  desperately,  there  will  be  more  money  lib- 
erated from  commerce  during  the  ensuing  year^ 
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tban  would  supply  the  Treasury  for  two  years  to 
come.  There  are  in  the  United  States  fifty,  as 
some  say,  I  say  sixty  millions  of  bank  capital,  on 
which  an  hundred  millions  can  be  discounted. 
Where  can  this  sum  be  employed?  Where  is 
the  commerce  which  can  emplojr  it?  Where  is 
the  agriculture  which  require  it?  Where  are 
the  manufactures  which  require  it  ?  How  can 
we  employ  it  ?  It  must  go  into  the  funds  and  be 
loaned  to  the  Gtovernment,  unless  there  be  a  want 
of  confidence  in  it.  There  can  be  no  want  of 
eonfidence.  The  error  of  omitting  to  lay  taxes  I 
believe  was  a  great  error;  I  would  have  made 
assurance  doubly  sure;  but  it  is  not  yet  too  late  for 
the  Legislature  to  do  its  duty — and  there  i&  no 
doubt  then  but  the  loans  will  be  obtained  on  rea- 
sonable terms.  But  say  that  I  am  wrong  in  my 
calculations.  I  will  put  it  upon  the  general  ability 
of  the  country.  Is  this  nation  poor  and  misera- 
ble !  Have  we  no  resources  ?  Is  the  war  just 
and  necessary  ?  If  so,  will  it  be  said  that  you 
have  not  the  ability  to  carry  it  on  ?  If  the  war 
be  just,  and  you  have  the  ability,  it  must  be  drawn 
forth.  If  the  war  be  not  just,  i>ut  it  down.  If  it 
be  just,  I  feel  confident  it  will  be  supported. 
There  may  have  been  errors  in  its  management, 
but  they  may  be  corrected — and  success  cannot 
but  crown  the  arms  of  the  people  striving  in  so 
JQst  a  cause. 

The^qoeation  was  thee  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative^ — For  the 
bill  77,  against  it  42,  as  follows :    . 

Ybas— Wfllas  Alston,  jon.,  WilHam  AnderMn, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Eiekiel  Btcon,  David 
Bard,  Josiah  Bartlett,  BnrwvU  <BaMett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  WilUam  BlacUedge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  BnrweU,  William  Butler,  John  G.  Caj&oun,  Francis 
Carr,  Langdon  CboTes,  James  Cochran,  John  Clepton, 
Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
Soger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
DinsmooT,  Elias  Earle,  William  Fmdley,  James  Fisk, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  GKolson,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Riphard 
M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  'R.  King,  Abner 
Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Samnel  Mcl^ee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Amnah  Metcall^  Samuel  L.  MitchUl,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants, 
Ton.,  Benjamin  Pond,  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel 
Ittnggold,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John 
Boane^  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,.  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William 
Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  IVoup,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  William  Widgeiy,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Naxs— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
|diroditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  Thomas  B*  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndes,  Ardiibald 
McBrrde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 


Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Heniy 
M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefley,  Richard 
Stanfqira,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja^ 
mtn  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  "  An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force,  and  for  other  purposes." 


Friday,  January  15. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  encoor* 
age  vaetfination  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

TheamesdmeBts  of  the  Senate  to  the**  bill  pro- 
viding Navy  pensions  in  certain  cases''  vfere  read, 
and  ooBcarreo  in  by  the  House.  - 
'  Tl^e  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  supplementary  to 
an  act.  entitled  <An  act  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  tlie  militia  to  ezeente  the  laws  of  the  Unt« 
on,  suppress  iosurrections,  and  repel  invasions, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  pur- 
poses," was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robbrtbon, 

ReMlved^  Tfatft  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  ioquireinto  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
New  Orleans,  and  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
at  Opelousasy  respectively,  for  the  fiSastern  and 
Western  districts  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  to 
receive  additional  evidence  on  claims  to  land  au- 
thorizing the  Registers  and  Receivers  of  PoMie 
Moneys  df  the  said  Land  Offices  to  reconsider 
and  decide  on  the  claims,  in  favor  of  which  new, 
testimon  V  shall  be  adduced ;  their  decisions,  bow- 
ever,  to  be  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress 
when  reported  on ;  and  that  the  committee  re- 
port by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  certain  partial  ap- 
propriations for  the  year  1813.  The  bill  was 
reported  with  amendments ;  which  were  concur- 
red in  by  the  House,  and  the  bfll  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  toe  third  time  to  day ;  which 
was  subsequently  done,  and  the  bill  passed. 
.  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared 
Shattuek.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  in  addition  to 
the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and 
prize  goods;"  wnieh  were  again  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table :  Whereupon, 

Retoloed,  That  this  House  do  disagree  to  the  said 
amendments,  and  desire  a  conference  with  the 
Senate  upon  the  subject-matter  thereof ;  and  that 
managers  be  appointed  at  the  said  conference  ob 
their  part. 

Messrs.  Babbbtt,  RBEn,and  McKim,  were  ap* 
pointed  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  Home  again  reaolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
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mittae  of  the  Whole  oa  the  report  of  the  Com* 
mittee  od  the  Poblic  Lands,  mad^  the  second  of 
December  last,  respectiDg  an  extension  of  the 
time  limited  hf  law  for  the  |»ayment  of  lands 
purchased  of  the  United  States;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Commiuee  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again, 

A  motion  was  made  by  ,Mr.  Shspfpt,  that, 
when  the  House  ad  joaros,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet 
again  on  Monday  next.  Negatived — ^yeas  51, 
nays  56. 

On  motion  of  Mr:  Litte/b,  the  House  agreed  to 
reconsider  the  vote  iast  taken  on  the  motion  for 
an  adjournment  until  Monday. 

The  question  was  then  again  taken  on  the  said 
motion,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Tboop,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  amendments 
to  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  tiie  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Ari[ny 
of  the  United  States,"  reported. the  agreement  of 
that  committee  to  the  said  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  then  again  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  and,  except  the  last,  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Milnqr  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  last  amepd- 
ment  until  Monday,  which  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  in  the 
amendment,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou3e 
that  the  Senate  haveineisted  on  their  amendments 
disagreed  to  by  this, House  to  the  bill  ^  in  addition 
to  the  act  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes, 
and  prise  goods,"  and  have  agreed  lathe  confer- 
ence asked  by  this  House  upon  the  subject  mat- 
ter thereof. 

-    HIGHLAND  TURNPIKE. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  New  York 
Highland  Turnpike,  made  the  following  report, 
which  was  concurred  in  : , 

For  the  reasons  and  considsrationa  therein  stated, 
the  memorialitts  ask  the  aid  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
Isrsy  or  some  other  adequate  eontributton»  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  a  bridge,  and  completing  a '  road 
through  tlio  diain  of  monntains  on  the  east  aide  of 
Hudson  liver,  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 

Albany. 

Th^  urge  in  favor  of  their  request,  that  the  mail 
will  be  transported  with  greater  speed,  and  troops  and 
(nrdnance  enabled  to  travehwith  additional  eaae,  after 
the  meditated  improvements  ^udl  be  completed.  In- 
deed, they  wish  it  to  be  patronised  as  a  mUUary 

teoy.  ' 

Ihiring  the  last  session  of  Gongreas  it  was  decided, 
after  a  fair  and  carefol  inquiry,  ^at  it  was  not  expe- 
dient to  make  grants  of  land  or  money,  for  canals  or 
similai' conveyances,  in  the  existing  state  of  the  Trea- 
■ory  and  onr  pnUic  alEurs; 

The  committee  have  not  been  able  to  dtsoover  any- 
thing in  the  menK>rial  before  them^  entitling  it  to  a 
pieforenoe  over  many  others  which  have  been  laid 
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road  ^  the  memorialutts,  and  numerous  travelling 
routes  besides,  may  be  improved  by  a  liberal  extension 
of  the  national  means.  But  the  present  does  not  app- 
pear  to  be  the  convenient  season.  At  a  more  oppor^ 
tune  moment,  and  in  a  more  favoxaUe  condition  of  th^ 
finance  the  committee  anticipate  a  facilitated  intern- 
course  through  various  tracts  of  this  extensive  country , 
binding  its  citizens  together  by  strong  and  increasing 
ties  of  convenience  and  interest.  In  this  excelleni 
work  they  have  no  doubt  the  memorialists  will  be  oon^ 
sidered  and  assisted. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  recommended,  that  the  me- 
morialists have  leave  to  withdraw  thir  papers. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Hbiipstbao  obserfed,  that  he  had  oeftain 
resolutions  to  submit,  on  which,  as  they  were 
somewhat  in  detail,  he  would  ask  the  liberty  to 
make  a  few  remarks.  Uqder  the  second  section 
of  the  first  act'  for  adjusting  land  claims  in  the 
Territorr  of  Louisiana,  (now  Missouri,)  each  ac- 
ttial  settler  was  entitled  to  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  Land,  together  with  such  other  and  fur- 
ther quantity  as  heretofore  had  been  allowed  for  the 
wife  and  family  of  such  actual  settler,  agreeably 
to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Spanisn 
Government.  A  majority  of  the  board  of  Land 
Commissioners  in  that  Territory  were,  under  that 
section,  eo  liberal  in  their  grants,  that  it  excited 
the  alarm  of  Government. .  This  alarm,  sir^  was 
soon  transferred  to  the  people,  and  has  continued 
ever  since ;  because  a  majority  of  th^  board  passed 
from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  and  granted,  in 
many  instances,  only  one  hundred,  one  hanared 
and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  arpeos,  where  they 
bad  before  granted  seven  or  eight  hundred  arpene. 
The  grants  for  the  smaller  quantities  are  con- 
tained in  the  lists  of  grants,  and,  being  final 
against  the  United  States,  would  never  come  be- 
fore Congress,  Unless  upon  petitions  from  indi* 
victual  claimants.  Other  boards  pf  Commission- 
ers, acting  under  the  same  law,  have  granted  to 
the  actual  settler  in  every  instance,  when  the  law 
had  been  complied  with,  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres;  and  it  would  seem  to  me,  sir,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Missouri  Territory  are  entitled  to  the 
same  jnstice. 

The  second  resolution  is  to  provide  as  well  for 
rejected  claims,  in  which  no'^testimony  has  been 
aadoced,  as  when  testimony  bas  been  received; 
and  to  prevent  individual  claimants  from  load- 
ing our  table  with  petitions.  The  mode  pointed 
out  will  present  all  the  claims  to  Congress  at  one 
time.  With  these  observations  I  shall  submit  the 
resolutions  for  the  sanction  of  the  House : 

Ruohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
ising, in  favor  of  the  claimants,  the  re-examination  of 
the  gprants  of  land  made  by  the  board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
daims  to  land  in  the  district  of  Louisiana,  under 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled.  **  An  act  for 
ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  dalms  to 
land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  the  district  of 
Louisiana,"  passed  the  8d  of  March,  1806;  and  also 
dM  gmnts  made  by  the  Reeorder  of  Land  Titles  for 
the  Teiritoiy  of  Missouri,  under  that  pan  of  tlie  tUid 
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Motion  of  the  ftct,  entitled  **  An  act  Airtiier  providing 
Amt  eettling  the  eltimt  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mic- 
■oori,"  pasted  the  lith  of  June,  181S,  which  proTidee 
fyt  eettlement  of  donation  righte  in  all  eaeet  Where  the 
mantitf  of  land  panted  is  leee  than  nx  hundred  and 
nvty  acree ;  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port 1^  hilly  or  othenrise. 

Reaoked,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Puhlic  Lands 
he  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
iang  tibe  Recorder  of  Land  Titles  for  the  Territory  of 
Missouri  to  receive  testimony  in  all  the  claims  to  land 
in  which  none  has  been  adduced,  and  which  are  reject- 
ed in  the  report  made  by  the  late  board  of  Gommis- 
sioners  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
-claims  to  land  in  the  then  district  of  Louisiana*  now 
Territory  ofMissouri ;  and,  afterwards,  to  smuige  into 
cleasesj  according  to  their  respective  merits,  as  well  the 
claims  embraced  by  this  .resolution,  as  the  other  r^eet- 
ed  claims  mentioned  in  said  report,  and  make  abstracta 
containing  the  substance  of  tlie  evidence  in  support 
of  sudi  claims,  and  such  other  information  and  re- 
marks as  may  be  necessary  to  a  proper  decision  thereon, 
and  report  on  said  claims  to  the  General  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office ;  and  that  said  committee  have  leave 
to  report  bv  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Reaolvea,  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  the 
said  Territory  of  Missouri ;  and  that  said  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 


9 

MoNDAT,  JaBuary  18. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massachu- 
aetta,  Pelbo  Tallm an  ;  and  from  Penosylrania, 
William  Pipeb^  appeared,  and  took  their  seats.. 

Mr.  Cbbvbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Wujs  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  issaioii^  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  serviee  of  the  year  1813 ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  coqamitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Tbursdajr  next. 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
htU  authorizing  the  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 

millions  of  dollars ;  which  was  read  twice, 

and  committed  to  a  Comqiitiee  of.  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next* 

Mr.  C,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  which  was  read  twiee,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to*day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbolbok,  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  and 
the  said  report  and  petition  were  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  res- 
olution offered  by  Mr.  TALiAFfiBRO.  directing 
the  Committee  on  Post  OflSces  and  Post  Roa(b 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  of  the  United  States 
by  steamboats,  wherever  the  Postmaster  General 
shall  deem  that  mode  of  conveyance  expedient. 
After  considerable  conversation,  the  resolution 
was  agreed  ta  with  b  slight  amendment. 

A  measagairom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  ecBate  have  passed  the  bill  ^making 


certain  partial  appropriations  for  the  year  1813." 
The  Senate  have  nassed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  tha  Bible  Society  of  Philadel- 
phia;" in  which  they  desire  the  eoncurreneeof  this 
House. 

A  bill  relating  to  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
district  of  Vincennes,  went  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITDTIOrf. 

Mr.  PicKBita,  after  observing  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  North  Carolina,  at  its  last  session,  bad 
passed  a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  the  object  of  which  is  to  estab- 
lish throughout  the*  United  States  a  uniform  mode 
of  election  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  as  he 
conceived  this  to  be  an  aospieioos  moment  for 
makiDg  what  he  deemed  ad  important  and  neces- 
sary amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  proper  mode  of  doing  it  to  be. 
in  the  first  instance,  to  propo«e  it  for  the  aAoption 
of  Congress,  offered  for  consideration  the  foliow- 
ing  resolution : 

Re»ohedi  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  ReprtBenta- 
ttvee  cf  tht  United  States  of  America  in  Congren 
auemlUdy  iwo4hirdt  of  both  Houses  eoneurring, 
That  l^e  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  tiie  sevwal  States  as  an  amendmant  to  tlw 
ConatitntioB  of  the  United  Statas,  which,  whan  rati- 
fied by  three-feurths  of  the  said  Legislature,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purpoaes,  as  part  of  the  eaid 
[Constitutionr  vis: 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  Rqweaantattves 
in  the  Congrese  of  the  Uhited  Sutes,  each  Suta  shall, 
by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  number  of  districts, 
equal  to  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which  such 
State  may  be  entitled. 

Thoee  districts  shall  be  formed  of  eontignoas  terri- 
tory, and  contain,  as  nearly  ss  may  be,  an  equal  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  entitled  by  the  Constitutbn  to  be 
represented :  In  each  district  the  qualified  voters  AmXL 
tlpct  one  Representative,  and  no  more. 

That,  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  Electon  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  PrasideBt  of  the  United  Statea,  each 
State  shall,  by  its  Legislature,  be  divided  into  a  num- 
ber of  districts  equal  to  the  number  of  electors  to  which 
such  State  may  be  entitled.  Those  districts  shall  he 
composed  of  contigoous  territoiy ,  and  contain,  as  near- 
ly as  may  be^  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants  entitled 
by  t^e  Constitution  to  representation.  In  each  dis- 
trict the  persons  qualified  to  vote  ibr  Representatives 
shall  appoint  one  elector,  and  no  mora.  The  oloctoia, 
when  convened,  shall  have  power,  in  ease  any  one  or 
more  of  those  appbinted  as  above  prescribed  shall  ftil 
to  attend,  fi>r  the  purposes  of  their  said  appointment,  on 
the  day  prescribed  for  giving  their  votes  for  President 
and  Vice  President  Of  the  United  States,  to  appoint 
another  or  others  to  act  in  the  place  of  hun  or  them 
so  failing  to  attend. 

NeitlMr  the  distrieta  for  choosing  Repreaentatives 
nor  those  for  appointing  electors  shall  besitered  in  any 
State,  until  a  census  and  apportionment  of  Repfeaanla- 
tives  under  it,  made  anbeequent  to  the  divirion  of  the 
State  into  districts,  shall  change  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  of  electors  to  wtuch  such  State  shall  be 
entitled.  The  dtvision  of  the  States  into  distri0tali4 
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by  provided  "for,  shall  take  place  immediately  after  this 
amendment  shall  be  adopted  and  ratified  aa  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Unit^  States,  and  snocesaiTely 
afterwards,  wheneTer,  by  a  oeastts  and  apportionment 
of  Representatives  nnder.it,  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives and  of  electon  to  which  any  State  may  be  enti* 
tied  shall  be  changed :  The  divinon  of  suoh  State  into 
districta  lor  the  purposes  both  of  choosing  Representa- 
tives and  of  appointing  electors  shall  be  altered  agree- 
ably to  the  proviri^ns  of  this  amendment,,  and  on  no 
other  occasion. 

The  resolution  waa  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

BOUNTY  ON  ENLISTMENTS. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  said  it  would  be  recollected  that, 
by  concurrence  in  ^he  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  respecting  the  present  Army,  the  House 
had  agreed  to  dispense  with  their  proposed  in- 
crease of  bounty  on  enlistments  U  was  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  C.  that  this  increase  of  bounty  to  fu- 
ture enlistments  ought  .not  to  hare  been  with- 
held, as  it  would  form  a  j^reat  inducement  to 
enlistmeats,  which,,  he  believed,  ought  at  this 
moment,  to  be  encouraged  by  every  means  in  the 
power  of  the  Government.  He  therefore  moved 
a  resolution  to  the  following  effect : 

Resoived,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs 
be  inatraeted  to  report  a  bill  authedaing  an  increase 
of  bounty  to  the  soldiers  hereafter  enlisted  in  the  aer- 
vice  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Mr.  FisK  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion,  on  the 
principles  on  which  he  and  others  before  sop- 
ported  it. 

Mr.  Gold  spoke  against  it  as  proposing  a  waste- 
ful and  extravagant  expendttore  of  the  public 
resources. 

Mr.  Bacon  approved  the  prineif^ie  of  the  reso- 
lution; but,  the  Senate  having  shown  their  hostil- 
ity to  it,  he  conceived,  if  revived,  the  proposition 
should  come  from  the  Senate.  Its  present  agita- 
tion in  this  House,  he  thought,  would  serve  only 
to  paralyze  enlistments.  He  should  therefore  vote 
against  against  iL 

Mr.  CoNDicT  said,  whatever  mi^ht  be  the  dis- 
position of  the  Senate,  it  was  for  this  House  to  do 
Its  duty  without  regard  to  the  opinions  of  others.. 
If  the  proposition  waa  correct,  the  argument  urged 
by  the  gentleman  last  up  was  of  no  weight. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was- decided  in 
the  negative.    For  the  motion  43,  against  it  44« 

JARED  SHATTUCK. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Shattuck  waa 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table**- 
Motion  lost. 

After  some  observations  against  the  bill,  from 
Mr.  MoKiM,  and  in  favor  of  it,  from  Mr.  Wido- 
BBY.  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows :  For  the 
bill  77,  against  the  bill  28,  as  follows : 

YsAa^WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel 
Avery,  Siekiel  Baeon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  BigeloW) 
Wm.  Bhickledge,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brig-* 
ham,  Robert  Biofrn»  William  Bntlar^  Francis  Carr» 


Epaphroditns  Champion,  Langdon  Ghevee,  Mattin 
Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Wil- 
liam Crawlbrd,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Pisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomr 
as  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  GoldslmnMighi 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jan.,  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Jonathan  O.  Moselciy,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearf on,  Israel  Pickens,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benj'n  Pond, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  WiUiam 
Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  John  Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  ShefTey,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Laban  Whea^ 
ton,  Leonard  White,  WiHiam  Widgeiy,  Thomas  Wit- 
son,  and  lUehard  Winn. 

NATS—David  Ban!,  Wflliam  Barnett,  Bnrwell  Bas- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb»  Adam  Boyd»  James  Cochran, 
Lewis  Condict,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Deeha,  Felix 
Gmndy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Jacob  Hvftj,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter 
Little,  Aaron  Lyie,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mo- 
Kim,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  William  Piper,  John  Rhea, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomas  Sam  mens,  Samuel  Shaw, 
William  Stiong,  and  Robert  WhitehiU. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  CAPTURES. 

The  House  iresolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  ^'  relating  to  captures." 

[The  bill  provides  that  compensation  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  our  pub- 
1  ic  vessels^  for  vesseb  of  the  enemy  necessarily 
destroyed,  at  sea  after  their  capture.] 

Mr.  Basbett  stated  to  the  House  the  consider- 
ations by  which  the  Navki  Committee  had  been 
induced  to  reoort  this  bill.  It  grew  more  imme- 
diately out  of  the  case  of  the  Guerriere  destroyed 
by  the  Constitution — ^a  case  preciselv  in  point. 
Such  a  principle  as  that  which  the  bill  proposed, 
be  believed,  had  been  engrafted  in  the  British 
service.  li  was  at  least  required  hj  equity  and 
sound  policy,  where  the  public  service  required 
the  destrociion  of  a  vessel  for  fear  of  re-capture 
by  the  enemy  in  its  disabled  state,  that  some 
compensation  should  be  made  to  the  captors  in 
lieu  of  that  which  would  have  accrued  from  the 
sale  of  the  vessel  had  it  been  brought  into  port. 

Mr.  H.  Clay  (Speaker)  spoke  in  opposition 
both  to  the  principles  and  details  of  the  bill.  He 
was  disposed  to  believe  the  principle  unprece- 
dented in  any  other  country ;  but  even  if  it  were 
not,  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  exist  in  this  coun- 
try. It  would  have  the  effect  to  make  it  the  in- 
terest of  the  captor,  unless  the  vessel  should  be 
immediately  on  the  coast,  or  in  the  very  mouth 
of  our  rivers,  to  destroy  the  captured  vessel.  On 
consulting  the  underwriters  gentlemen  would  find 
the  premium  required  on  bringing  in  a  vessel  of 
any  description  from  anv  considemble  distance, 
would  be  equal  to  one  half  her  value;  and^  as 
proof  of  it,  Mi;  C  instanced  the  high  insuranoe 
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e?ea  from  Charleston  and  New  Orleans,  alon^ 
our  own  coast,  to  a  northern  port.  The  strpogest 
posaible  temptation  would,  therefore,  be  offered 
Of  ffiving  half  the  ralue  of  the  destjojred  rtosel 
to  tne  captors  in  case  of  her  destruction.  Mr. 
G.  moveo  to  strike  oot  the  first  section  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BA.88BTT  replied  to  Mr.  Clay^  and  de- 
fended the  bill,  on  the  ground  of  expediency  and 
of  precedent.  In  the  British  nation,  he  said,  re- 
wards were  always  liberally  bestowed  on  skill 
and  valor,  and  they  must  always  be  by  every 
country  that  wishes  to  encourage  these  qualities 
in  its  citizens.  The  principle  did  exist  in  the 
British  service,  not  hy  statutory,  but  by  admi- 
ralty regulations ;  and  in  all  sucn  cases  rewards 
had  been  liberally  dispensed. 

Mr.  Bacon  opposed  the  bill  as  inexpedient  and 
unprecedented.  To  show  that  it  went  beyond 
the  British  legal  provisions  in  that  respect,  he 
quoted  a  statute  or  that  nation  which  allows  to 
tne  captors  of  vessels,  so  destroyed  as  the  bill 
contemplates,  a  bounty  of  five  pounds  for  everv 
man  found  alive  on  board  said  captured  vessel, 
thft  aggregate  to  be  equally  distributed  among 
the  crew  of  the  captors.  Further,  he  believed, 
that  €k>vernment  bad  not  gone. 

Mr.  Chbves  on  this  remarked,  that  «yery  en- 
eonra&rement  was  afforded  to  British  naval  offi- 
cers, By  their  GroVernment,  as  well  by  promo- 
tions to  higher  office  and  to  nobility,  w^  which 
were  not  known  in  this  dountry^  as  by  pecuniary 
rewards  and  pensions,,  not  in  all  cases  by  statu- 
tory, bat  by  Executive  sanctions.  He  was  dis- 
posed to  be  liberal  to  our  officers,  to  foster  our 
risins  nav^.    But,  though  friendly  to  the  princi- 

Sle,  he  objected  to  the  particular  details  of  the 
ill,  which  he  thought  susceptible  of  modifica- 
tions which  would  be  better  made  in  select  com- 
mittee than  in  the  House.  He,  therefore,  mcMred 
that  the  Committee  rise. ' 

Mr.  dniNGY  objected  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  which  he  thought  fundamentally  question- 
able. He  was  for  providing  specially  by  statute 
for  each  case  after  Us  occurrence,  where  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  required  an  exercise  of 
liberality  by  Congress,  and  to  legislate  generally 
for  future  occurrences. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  were  refused  leave  to  sit  again ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbeves,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  public  lands 
to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  territory.  After 
conBiderable  discussion,  negativing  a  motion  of 
Mr.  BiBB  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  and  re- 
jecting an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  John- 
0ON,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


TucsDAT,  January  19. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to 


carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to  Congress  in 
February,  1803,  by  James.  Madison,  then  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  Levi  iiincola,  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States,  Commissioners  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  for  an 
amicable  settlement  of  Itroits  with  the  State  of 
Qeorgia,  and  authorizing  the  establiahmeat  of  a 
governinent  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  io  obe- 
dience to  the  provisions  of  the  act  supplemental 
to  the  last  mentioned  act;''  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  declaration  and  son- 
dry  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  expressive  of  their  opinion  of  the  state  of 
our  foreign  relations,  and  of  their  determiaation 
to  support  the  General  Government  in  their  mea- 
sures tor  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  €keai 
Britain. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Hempsteao,  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Boone,  presented  on  the  eighth  of  January, 
1810,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky  in  his  behalf,  presented  on 
the  fourth  of  March,  1812,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee ;  and  Mr.  Hempstead,  Mr.  Gruhdt, 
and  Mr.  Johnson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  GpoLBON,  from  the  Oommittee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodg- 
son ;  which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing^ the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  those  parts 
of  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States  lo 
which  the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished,  in  such 
manner  that  all  white  persons  residing  within 
any  of  the  said  parts  of  States  or  Territories  of 
the' United  States,  may  and  shall  be  liable  to  the 
operation  of  the  said  laws ;  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Milhor, 
Mr.  Robertson.  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  New, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  proprietor  of  assign- 
ing to  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  marines,  of  the 
Virginia  State  line,  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
out  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States^  such 
bounti^  in  land  as  they  or  their  representatives 
may  be  entitled  to  receive  under  any  engagement 
made  by  that  State,  which  have  not  yetbron  ful- 
filled through  a  deficiency  in  the  land  fund  ap- 
propriated to  that  object ;  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwise ;  and  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  MgKee, 
Mr.  BRECKENRiooE,and  Mr.  Gold,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  certain  claims  in 
the  district  of  Vineennes  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  <'  for  the  relief  of  the 
Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  of  this  House  with  the  same  title. 

The  SpBAKBa  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  tratasmittjag  a  report  of  the  Commissiooers 
appointed  in  virt'ue  of  the  act  of  the  tweaty-sixtA 
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of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
entitled  **  An  act  to  ascertain  the  Western  boun- 
dary ol  the  tract  reserved  for  satisfying  the  mili- 
tary bounties  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental  establishment;" 
which  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Comoiittee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

PRIVATEER  PENSIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Coi&mit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  regulating  pensions 
to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ships. 

[This  bill  directs  tnat  the  two  per  cent,  reserved 
in  the  hands  of  consuls  and  collectors,. in  pursu- 
ance of  the  act  of  June  last,  respecting  prlyate 
armed  vessels,  d«.,  be  paid  into  tne  Treaspry,  to 
constitute  a  fund  for  pensions  to  persons  disabled 
on  board  private  armed  vessels,  of  the  mode  and 
degree  of  which  disability  the  log  book  of  each 
ressel  is  to  be  evidence.J 

Mr.  BuRWELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  vital  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  try  the  principle. 
In  support  of  the  motion,  he  remarked  that  he 
conceived  it  improper  to  adopt  a  principle  so  ex- 
tremely liable  to  abuse  as  this,  especiallv  when 
pensions  had  been  refused  to  at  least  equally  mer- 
itorious sufiererd  during  the  Revolution.  The 
evidence  which  the  log  book  of  a  vessel  would 
afford,  would  be  so  very  liable  to  error,  and  so 
indefinite,  as  not  to  be  entitled  to  that  conclusive 
weight  given  to  it  by  the  bill.  The  proper  course, 
he  conceived,  would  be,  to  leave  the  subject  open 
to  the  annual  disposition  of  Congress;  which  was 
now  the  case  with  certain  other  pensions. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  stated,  in  reply,  that,  at  the  last 
session,  two  per  cent,  having  been  reserved  from 
the  wages  of  the  seamen  on  board  private  armed 
vessels,  for  the  avowed  and  declared  purpose  of 
constituting  a  fund  for  pensions  to  the  wounded, 
this  bill  now  inerely  indicated  the  mode  of  car- 
rying this  provision  into  effect.  The  money  bad 
been  reserved  by  the  collectors  and  consuls,  and  as 
it  was  never  the  intention  of  Congress  to  mak« 
them  a  present  of  it,  it  remained  for  Copgress  to 
direct  the  mode  of  its  distribution.  If  the  principle 
was  incorrect,  it  ought  to  have  been  objected  to 
when  the  pleage  was  given  by  the  House  last  ses- 
sion on  this  subject. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  section  was 
negatived,  by  a  very  vmall  majority  ^  and  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stow  made  a  motion  going  to  confine  the 

Sensions  allowed  by  the  bill  to  such  as  should  be 
isabled  in  actual  service,  and  spoke  in  support 
of  his  motion. 

Mr.  McKiM  opposed  the  motion.  The  services 
rendered  by  the  privateers  were  valuable  to  the 
country  and  ousht  to  be  encouraged.  The  duties 
on  prize  goods,  he  said,  brought  into  the  port  of 
Baltimore  alone,  had  amounted  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty-four  thousand  dollars.  This  showed 
the  importance  of  this  system  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view. 

Mr.  Stow  questioned  the  benefit  rendered  to 
the  public  interest  by  privateering,  and  said  he 
was  in  favor  of  letting  this  fund  accumulate,  and 


first  see  whether  there  was  sufficient  to  pension 
those  having  received  known  wounds  in  action, 
before  they  agreed  ^o  extend  it  to  all  casualties 
on  board  private  armed  vessels. 

Mr.  Little  asserted  the  utility  of  privateers 
and  their  efficiency  as  a  means  of  igiinoying  the 
enemy.  He  bore  testimony  to  the  bravery  they 
had  displayed  in  all  conflicts  with  the  enemy, 
and  to  the  injuries  theyf  had  inflicted  on  his  eora* 
merce.  The  enterprising^  individuals  concerned 
in  it  ought  to  he  encouraged ;  for,  by  the  impedi- 
ments to  the  prosecution  of  their  edtevprise,  many 
had  been  already  disconraged  and  had  dismantled 
their  vessels.  If  properly  encouraged,  they  would 
scour  every  8ea«  however  distant,  and  ransack 
every  port  and  harbor  in  search  of  the  enemy. 
He  was  in  favor  of  exhibiting  the  most  liberal 
disposition  towards  them. 

Uonsiderable  further  debate  took  place  on  the 
amendment,  which  was  at  last  agreed  to,  by  a 
very  small  majority. 

Mr.  Rhea  subsequently  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  same  xsommittee  which  reported  it, 
for  the  purpose  of  amendment ;  and  the  bill  waa 
recommitted, 

IMPORTATIONS  PROM  INDIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  admission,  under  certain  circumstances, 
of  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  with  their  cargoes,  from  British 
ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,"  aiid  on 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  the  said  bill ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Roberts  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  adding  to  the  end  there- 
of the  following  proviso: 

"  And  provided  further,  That  in  case  any  part  of 
the  aforesaid  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be 
exported  out  of  the  United  States,  no  drawback  shall 
be  allowed  on  such  eiqwrtation." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  48,  nays  55,  as  fol- 
lows  I 

Yxls— Willifl  Alston,  jr.,  WUtiam  Anderaon,  Wil- 
ham  Bamett,  Bnrwell  Baseett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Wil- 
Ham  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell, 
Wm.  Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
Coudict,  WUliam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Daw 
son,  Jos.  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Eaile,  WU* 
liam  Fifidley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Peter* 
son  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawee,  Jacob  Hu%,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Abner  Laoock,  Aaron  Lyle^  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Rhea,  Jona* 
than  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith* 
William  Strong,  G*  M.  Troup,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nazs— Stevenson  Archer,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Bzeckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langoon 
Cheves,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Richard  CuttSy^ohn  Qi^ 
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irmport,  jr.,  WOUaqi  EIj,  Jtroet  Emott,  Ata  Fitrh, 
Thotnat  Gholaon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Gharles  Goldsbor- 
<mgh,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Richard  Jackson, 
juD.,  Joseph  Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Arehihald  McBryde, 
Samael  MeK^e,  Alexander  McKim,  Aninah  Metcalf, 
James  MUnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchUl,  Hugh  Nelson,  T. 
Pitkin,  jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Jonah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richard- 
eon,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Wm* 
Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow, 
Lewis  B. 'Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Ordercdf  That  the  ameodmenta  agreed  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  tOr 
morrow. 


WBDIIB8DAT,  January  20. 

The  engrossed  bill,  giring  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  the  purchase  of  public  lands  to  cer- 
tain settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  parsed. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  (or  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Ellis ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Who)e  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dia- 
trict  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
a  company  for  makinif  a  certain  turnpike  road  in 
the  county  of  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  twice, 
f  nd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^^ authorizing  the  ad- 
mission in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  of  res- 
aeU  owned  bv  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  witn  their  cargoes,  from  British  ports 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Gtood  Hope,"  was  reaa  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

ASTRONOMICAL  OBSE^TATORY. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  Lambert, 
and  the  report  thereon  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  the  last  session,  presented  a  bill  author- 
izing the  establishment  or  an  Astronomical  Ob- 
servatory ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

On  the  STth  December,  1809,  Mr.  Lambert  addressed 
the  House  of  Representatives  upon  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  first  meridian  for  the  United  States  at 
their  permanent  seat  of  Government.  This  was  or- 
dered for  consideration  to  a  select  number  of  gentle- 
men, who,  on  the  28th  March,  Mghteen  hundred  and 
ten,  laid  upon  the  table  an  able  and  learned  opinion, 
accompanied  with  scientific  calculations  illustrative  of 
the  object.  They  concluded  their  investigation  by 
Teoommending  that  provision  should  be  made,  by  law, 
fer  determining,  with  the  greatest  accuracy,  the  dis- 
tance between  die  (jity  of  Washington  and  Greenwich 
in  England,  and  that  the  proper  instruments  should 
be  procured. 

Afterwards,  On  the  29d  January,  181 1,  the  memorial 
referred  to  a  select  committee;  and,  on  the  Sdd  of 


the  ensuing  February,  that  committee  was  discharged, 
and  the  memorial  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
his  consideration. 

Conformably  to  the  desire  of  the  House,  that  ofiicer 
wrote  to  the  Speaker  a  letter  which,  after  having  been 
read,  on  the  third  day  of  July,  1812,  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  That  letter  was,  on  the  8th  Decem- 
ber last,  ordered  to  the  present  committee,  who  have 
diligently  weighed  the  mattevs  which  it  contains. 

It  is  their  opinion  that  astronomical  observations  are 
highly  useflil  to  a  navigating  and  commercial  people, 
already  eminent  for  their  progress  in  scienoe  and  the 
arts,  and  who  are  laboring  for  the  completion  of  thair 
national  dignity  and  splendor. 

The  most  ready  method  of  obtaining  the  information 
to  be  derived  from  noting  the  phenomena  of  the  hea- 
vens, is  by  the  establishment' of  an  observatory.  Thia 
may  be  erected  at  the  City  of  Washington.  By  audi 
an  institution,  means  may  be  adopted  not  only  to  fix 
the  first  meridian,  but  to  ascertain  a  great  number  of 
other  astronomical  focts  and  occurrences  through  the 
vigilance  of  a  complete  astronomer. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  carry  into  effeet 
the  report  of  James  Madison,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  Albert  Grallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  Levi  Lincoln,  Attorney  General  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Commissioners,  dbc,  in  the  year  1803, 
recommending  au  equitable  compromise  with  the 
Tazoo  claimants,  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  PomoszTBR  moved  a  second  reading  and 
commitment  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Troup  having  asked  if  a  motion  to  reject 
the  bill  woold  not  supersede  a  motion  to  commit, 
an<i  bein  j;  answered  by  the  Spbakbr  in  the  affirm- 
ative, said:  It  is  on  no  ordinary  occasion,  sir,  I 
would  permit  myself  to  move  the  rejection  of  a 
bill  on  the  first  reading,  coming  from  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  but  the  measure  grow- 
ing out  of  an  hideous  corruption,  I  owe  it  to  jou 
to  move,  because  I  think  you  owe  it  to  your  own 
dignity  to  reject  the  bill,  not  upon  any  dubioat 
evidence  of  the  fraud  ana  corruption  of  the  Gteor- 
gia  Legislature,  but  upon  evidence  satisfactory  to 
you  and  to  all  mankind,  spread  upon  your  own 
records  by  commissioners  of  your  own  appoint* 
ment,  and  which  the  Clerk  can  be  called  upon  to 
read.  The  nature,  the  extent,  the  detail  of  the 
corruption  by  which  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
were  induced  to  sell  the  public  property,  are  there 
portrayed  by  your  own  commissioners.  It  is  stat- 
ed that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Legialatare 
were  bribed  and  corrupted,  were  interested  in  and 
parties  to  the  purchase.  They  show  you  that  A 
received  113,000  acres  of  land  for  his  vote ;  that  B 
received  75,000  acres  for  his  vote ;  that  C  received 
56.000  acres  for  his  vote,  and  that  nooe  received 
less  than  56,000  acres.  It  is  upon  this  record  ev- 
idence then  that  I  move  you  to  reject  the  bill. 
You  rejected  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  first 
reading  for  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  eorjnu 
act.  Why?  Because  the  bill  contained  a  prin- 
ciple violative  of  civil  liberty.  I  move  yon  to  re- 
ject this  bill!  Why?  Because  it  contains  a 
principle  destructive  o{  republican  government. 
The  purity  and  incorruptibility  of  the  represent- 
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ative  character  h  the  basU  of  ear  republican  in- 
stitutioas — if  there  be  one  priociple  of  our  Qov- 
erDinent  more  fondameotal  than  aootber,  it  is  that 
DO  benefit,  or  profit,  or  advantage  shall  result  either 
immediately  or  remotely  to  any  human  being 
from  the  corruption  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people.  The  bill  pifoposes  to  give  five  millions 
of  dollars  to  those  claiming  under  the  corruptors 
of  Representatives  of  the  people.  The  corrupt- 
ors only  gave  five  hundred  thousand  dollars^^tue 
United  States  only  gave  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  Qeorgia  for  her  territory.  The 
bill  proposes  to  give  &ve  millions  of  dollars  to 
the  claimants — five  millions  of  dollars  to. extin- 
guish their  claim.  You  are  required  to  reward 
the  claimants  who  bought  of  those  who  corrupted 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia.  ,  We  say,  no  I  l«et 
ruin  overtake  the  corruptors  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  and  all  claiming  uqaer  them. 
The  corruptors  nave  made  their  fortunes,  now  yon 
are  called  upon  to  make  the  fortunes  of  the  claim- 
ants ;  this  is  to  be  precedent,  this  is  to  be  example. 
The  claimants  have  hitherto  urged  their  claim 
with  indefatigable  perseverance,  they^  have  teased 
and  wearied  you ;  you  have  constantly  repelled 
them ;  they  have  seen  their  discomfiture  in  the 
justness  and  simplicity  of  your  reasoning.  You 
say  to  them  in  sobstance,  the  Yazoo  act  having 
heen  fraudulently  and  corruptly  obtained,  was 
null  and  void,  ab  initio.  All  contracts  founded 
in  fraud  are  void.  It  could  pass  no  right;  if  it 
could  pass  no  right  to  the  original  purchasers,  it 
is  impossible  that  the  original  purchasers  could 
pass  any  right  to  the  claimants:  and  if  no  right 

Eassed  to  the  claimants,  it  is  impossible  they  can 
ave  a  claim  or  shadow  of  claim  against  you. 
They  constantly  found  themselves  foiled  by  this 
honesty  and  simplicity  of  reasoning.  Seeinff  you 
firm  and  inflexible,  they. turned  about  and  address- 
ed themselves  to  the  Judiciary.  They  found  in 
the  law  books  of  England  a  maxim  which  suited 
them ;  two  of  the  speculators  combined  and  ma^e 
up  a  fictittous  case,  a  feigned  issue  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Supreme  Coqrt.  They  presented  pre- 
cisely those  points  for  the  decision  of  the  Court 
which  they  wished  the  Court  to  decide,  and  the 
Court  did  actuallv  decide  them  as  the  speculators 
themselves  would  have  decided  them  if  they  had 
been  in  the  place  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
first  point  was,  whether  the  Legislsture  of  Geor- 
gia had  the  J9ot0er  to  sell  the  territory  ?  Yes,  said 
the  Judges,  they  had.  ,  2nd.  Whether  by  the  Ya- 
zoo act  an  estate  did  vest  in  the  oris^jnal  grantees  ? 
Yes,  said  the  Judges,  it  did.  3d.  Whether  it  was 
competent  to  any  subsequent  Legislature  to  set 
aside  the  act  on  the  ground  of  frand  and  corrup- 
tion 7  No,  said  the  Judges,  it  was  not;  an  estate 
did  vest  in  the  grantees  by  the  Yazoo  act,  which 
could  not  be  divested  by  the  act  of  any  subsequent 
Legislature.  No  maiter,  say  the  Judges,  what 
the  nature  or  extent  of  the  corruption,  be  it  ever 
so  wicked,  be  it  ever  so  nefarious,  it  could  not  be 
set  aside.  The  speculators  had  bunted  up  a  max- 
im of  the  common  law  ojr  equity  courts  of  Bog« 
land,  and  the  Judges  wielded  it  for  their  benefit 
and  to  the  ruin  of  the  country— the  maxim  that 


third  purchasers  without  notice  shall  not  he  af- 
fected by  the  fraud  of  the  original  parties. 
Thus,  sir,  by  a  maxim  of  English  law  are  the 
rightsi  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
to  be  corruptly  bartered  by  their  Representatives. 
It  is  this  decision  of  the  Judges  which  has  been 
made  the  basis  of  the  bill  on  your  table — a  deci- 
sion shocking  to  everv  free  Government,  sapping 
the  foundationa  of  all  your  constitutions^  and  an* 
nihilatiog  at  a  breath  the  best  hope  of  man.  Yes, 
sir,  it  is  proclaimed  by  the  Judges,  and  is  now  to 
be  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  may  corruptly  betray 
the  people,  may  corruptly  barter  their  rights  and 
those  of  their  posterity,  and  the  people  are  wholly 
without  any  xind  of  remedy  whatsoever.  It  is 
this  monstrous  and  abhorrent  doctrine  which  must 
startle  every  man  in  the  nation,  that  you  ought 
promptly  to  discountenance  and  condemn.  It  ia 
this  doctrine,  the  basis  and  essential  principle  of 
the  bill,  that  we  call  upon  you  to  reject.  Suppose, 
sir,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  instead  of  selling 
the  public  territory,  had  corruptly  sold  the  good 
people  of  Georgia  and  ail  their  posterity  into  sla- 
very, the  consequences  would  have  been  the  same, 
the  judges  would  have  decreed  that  an  estate  did 
vest  in  the  original  grantee,  notwithstanding  the 
corruption,  which  could  not  be  divested  by  any 
sutKsequent  Legislature.  But,  <ir,  let  me  state  to 
you  a  case,  exposing  at  once  the  flagrant  enormity 
of  the  principle ;  it  is  a  case  as  perfectly  parallel 
as  the  human  mind  can  conceive.  Suppose,  sir, 
that  the  twelfth  Congress  shoold  corruptly  sell  the 

food  people  of  the  United  States  to  England,  and 
Sngland  should  instantly  sell  to  France — France 
would  come  upoii  the  thirteenth  Congress  and  de- 
mand possession:  the  virtuoos  thirteenth  Congress 
would  say.  No  !  we  *will  not  give  you  possession ; 
the  twelfth  Congress  was  bribed  and  corrupted 
to  sell  the  good  people  of  the  United  States ;  fraud 
vitiates  every  grant,  and  therefore  you  can  have 
no  right  to  demand  possession.  Ah!  but,  saya 
France,  I  am  an  innocent  purchaser,  I  purchased 
without  knowledge  of  the  fraud ;  and  it  is  a  max- 
im of  the  common  law  of  fihigland,  that  third 
purchasers  are  not  to  be  affected  by  the  fraud  of 
the  original  parties.  Thus,  sir,  according  to  the 
judges,  would  the  good  people  of  the  United 
States  be  sol4  Itke  a  flock  of  sheep  by  the  corrup* 
tion  of  their  Representatives,  leaving  them,  the 
people,  without  any  kind  of  remedy  whatsoever. 
If,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  arch-fiend  had  in  the  bitter- 
ness of  his  hatred  to  mankind  resolved  the  de* 
struction.  of  republican  government  on  earth, 
he  would  have  issued  a  decree  likje  that  of  the 
judges;  he  would  have  said,  in  the  spirit  and  lan- 
guage of  this  bill,  let  the  claimants  under  the  cor- 
ruptors of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  be 
rewarded.  In  a  nation  of  enlightened  men,  whose 
governments  have  their  origin  in  and  exist  only 
by  the  will  of  the  people^  that  will  is  contemned 
and  held  for  nothing.  Why,  it  may  be  asked,  do 
the  judges  who  passed  this  decision  live  and  live 
unpunished  ?  The  answer  is  found  in  the  mild- 
nessand  moderation  of  our  Government.  I  thank 
God  it  is  so.    If  under  a  despotism  the  throne  of 
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the  monarch  had  been  thus  assailed,  the  judges 
would  hare  perished.  Here  the  foundations  of 
the  Republic  are  shaken  and  the  judges  sleep  in 
tranauiUity  at  home.  Take  my  word  for  it,  Mr. 
Bpealcer^  beseech  you  to  remember  what  I  say — 
no  party  in  this  country,  however  deeply  seated 
in  power,  can  long  survive  the  adoption  of  this 
measure.  I  remember  a  gentleman  once  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House ;  he  had  his  seat  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  it;  he  was  a  man  of  the  most  vigor- 
ouii  intellect  1  ever  knew ;  he  had  deeply  studied 
human  nature ;  to  be  sure  his  conduct  was  not 
always  regulated  by  his  knowledge  of  it;  he  was 
often  imprudent  and  not  unfrequently  extrava- 
gant. Whenever  this  question  was  turned  up, 
However,  he  used  to  address. his  political  friends, 
'^Gentlemen,  l  beseech  you  to  withhold  your  coun- 
tenance from  this  measure.  It  is  founded  in  cor- 
ruption, the  people  know  it ;  they  are  not  yet  ripe 
for  the  supply  of  men  who  will  support  such 
measures.  If  you  want  to  mount  into  power,  if 
you  wish  to  conciliate  the  affection  of  this  people, 
you  must  assume  a  virtue  if  you  have  it  noL'' 

Mr.  T.  said  he  wished  it  understood,  that  in , 
moving  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  it  was  not  his 
design  to  enter  all  into  the  merits  of,  the  Yazoo 
claim. 

The  few  observations  he  had  submitted  were 
directed  to  the  principle  contained  in  the  bill.  If, 
however,  the  House  should  in  its  discretion  de- 
termine to  sustain  that  principle,  and  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  question  at  large,  he  should,  not- 
withstanding it  had  been  so  often  diseussed  and 
was  so  well  understood  by  every  man  ia  the  na- 
tion, have  no  objection  to  meet  it.  He  would 
then  undertake  to  show  to  th^  House,  1st.  That 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia  had  no  Consiitutlonal 
power  to  sell  the  public  domain.  2nd,  That  if  it 
nad,  it  could  not  sell  fraudulentlyr  and  corruptly. 
3d.  That  these  claimants  had  notice  of  the  fraud, 
and,  having  notice,  are,  according  to  the  maxim 
of  the  Judges  themselves,  without  claim  or  shadow 
oi  claim. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  against  the  rejection,  and 
in  favor  of  a  aettlemenc  of  these  claims,  and  ex- 
plained the  reasons  why  he,  who  had  before  op* 
posed  a  compromise,  was  now  opposed  to  a  rejec- 
tion of  thfe  bill. 

Mr.  Sbtbert  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  reject 
the  bill.  The  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Georgia  and  of  Maryland  led  him  to  view  the 
main  question  as  one  of  great  moment.  They 
stated  many  difficulties  connected  with  it.  He 
wanted  time  to  investigate  the  subject.  The 
opioioas  of  men  differed  on  it.  ,  The  supreme 
judiciary  of  the  United  States  decided  in  favor 
of  the  principle^  The  Senate  had  sent  us  ihe 
bill,  which  was  passed  by  a  considerable  majority. 
A  respect  was  due  from  him  to  the  decisions  of 
the  Judiciary  and  the  Senate.  He  must  allow 
the  bill  to  take  the  ordinary  course,  without  re- 
gard to  his  ultimate  decision. 

Mr.  Kino  stated  the  difficult  nature  of  this 
question,  and  his  wish  to  obtain  time  to  invest!- 1 


ffate  it.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  Monday. 

Messrs.  Arcbbr,  Wi dqert,  .  Goldsbobgooh. 
and  MiTCHiLL,  supported  the  postponement  on 
the  same  grounds  as  those  on  which  it  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Kinq. 

Mr.  Nelson  opposed  the  motion,  because  he 
was  anxious,  without  hesitation,  to  reject  the 
bill. 

Messrs.  Boto  and  Poindexter  opposed  the 
rejection,  on  the  merits  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Troup  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Poindexter,  and  the  question  on  the  rejection  of 
the  bill  was  then  taken  and  decided — For  rejec- 
tion 55,  against  it  59,  as  follows: 

7x18 — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andeiwm,  David 
Baid,  Wniiam  Bamett,  BurweU  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Witliam  Blackledge,  Robert  Blown,  William 

A.  Barwell,  William  BuUer,  John  C.  CaOioan,  James 
Cocibran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict)  Wm.  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  £lias  Earle,  Mo- 
shack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Ghrmy,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy^ 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  HaU.  Aylett  Haw^  John  M. 
Hyneman,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter 
Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos. 
Newtoii,  Stephen  Ormsby,  William  Piper,  James 
Pleasants,  Jan.,  Samtiel  Ringgold,  Thomas  B.  fioberV 
son,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
John  Taliaferro,  Geoige  M.  Troap,  Robert  WhitehiD, 
DaTid  R.  William^  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats— Stevenson  Archer,  Ezeklel  Bacon,  Abijah 
Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Francis  Carr,  Epa^ 
phroditUB  Cham^on,  LangdonCheves,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Daven- 
port,  Jan.,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  John  A.  Harper,  Ja- 
cob Hofty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip 

B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  WilUam 
Lowndes,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  McKim, 
Aronah  Metcalf,  James  MUnor,  Samuel  L.  MttchiU* 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Benjanun 
Pond,  ElUha  R.  Potter,  William  Reed,  WiUiam  M. 
Richardson',  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Philip  Stuart,  SQss 
Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggsrt,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tailman,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery,  and  Robert 
Wright 

So  the  bill  was  not  rejected. 

Mr.  PoiNOBXTEB  then  moved  a  reference  of 
the  bill  to  a  select  committee,  with  a  view  to  the 
examination  of  its  details,  ana  to  propose  amend- 
ments, which  it  appeared  to  him  the  bill  required. 

A  motion  was  made  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Tallhaoge  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

After  some  discussion  on  these  motions,  it  was 
decided  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

A  Message  was  recetred  from  the  President  of 
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the  Ualted  States,  whieh  the  Si>eakbr  declared 
to  be  of  a  confided tiai  nature.  And  the  House 
was  accordingly  cleared  of  all  strangers,  and  so 
remained  till  four  o'clock,  when  it  adjourned. 


Thursoat,  January  21. 

The  House  met  with  closed  doors ;  and,  after 
being  opened,  another  member,  to  wit :  from  New 
Yors,  Peter  B.  Porter,  appeared,  and  took  his 
sent. 

Mr.  Lswia,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate 
ail  insurance  company  in  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Insurance 
Company^^  in  Alezai^dtia,  in  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chbv£8,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Mean^  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  referred  to  them  on 
the  13th  instant,  and  the  said  resolution  was  r^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Babsbtt,  from  the  managers  appointed  to 
attend  on  the  part  of  this  House,  at  the  confer- 
ence with  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing 
▼otea  upon  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  reported  that 
they  had  attended  at  the  said  conference,  and 
could  come  to  no  agreement  with  the  managers 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  upon  the  said  amend* 
noents. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eoosider  the  said  re- 
port;  when  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bassbtt 
that  the  House  do  insist  on  their  disagreement  to 
the  said  amendments;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
44,  nays  45. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoKiw  the  House  receded 
from  its  said  disagreement : 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
10  inquire  what  amendments,  if  any,  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  to  the  law  providing  for  the  safety 
and '  transportation  of  the  mail  of  the  United 
States,  with  leave  tO  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kebd,  thp  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  intp 
the  expediencv  of  admitting  to  entry,  and  remit- 
ting the  penalties  of  the  non-importation  act  in 
favor  of  all  bona  fide  American  vessels  and  car- 

goes  that  shall  have  cleared  from  enemies',  ports 
eyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  previous  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  declaration  of  war  at  those  ports 
or  places. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Dickson  and 
John  Murray,  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

CAPTURED  PROPERTY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  intoa Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  MMna  on  tne  petition  of  Joshua  Bar- 


ney  and  Stiephen  Kiiigston,  on  behalf  of  certaiR 
owners  of  private  armed  vessels,  praying  that 
certain  property  on  board  American  ships  bound 
here  from  England,  seat  in  by  privateers,  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  captors  for  their  benefit.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

"The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  Joshua  Barney  and  Ste- 
phen Kingston,  report :  That  Oongrem  has  not  maai- 
fesied  an  intention  to  interfere,  and  it  seems,  beyond 
doabt,  will  not  tnterfere  in  saeh  manner  as  to  affeet 
the  rights  of  the  petitioners  whieh  they  can  jadidaliy 
establish — that  Congress  has  already  remitted  the  pen- 
alties and  forfeitovee,  incarred  by  American  citiaens, 
and  that,  in  the  pinion  of  the  committee,  if  enemy's 
property  be  forfeited  to  the  Government,  oader  the 
nen-imporUtion  act,  it  would,  for  reasons  of  poli^,  be 
unwise  for  Congress  to  interpose ;  that  if  the  petitionerB 
can  claim  as  *  infoxmers,'  the  eUim  is  already  scoured 
to  them  by  existing  laws,  or  the  claim  is  rested-  in  the 
collectors  and  others,  from  whom  Congress  could  not, 
with  justice,  transfer  it.  The  committee  therefore  sub- 
mit the  following  resoWe : 

«<  iieasAMdL  That  it  would  be  unwise  and  impoUtic 
to  act  upon  the  sulject  of  the  said  petitions." 

Mr.  Cbbves  stated  at  laf ge  the  reasons  on  which 
the  Committee  of  Waysand  Means  had  ^grounded 
their  report. 

Mr.  RoBBRTs  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  report, 
believing  it  would  be  neither  unwise  or  improper 
to  grant  their  prayer.  He  read  a  resolution,  which 
he  should  wish  to  offer,  should  the  report  be  re- 
jected, the  object  of  which  was,  that  the  right  of 
the  United  States  or  of  other  persons  to  all  Brit- 
ish property  on  board  American  vessels  sent  into 
port  by  American  privateers,  so  far  as  said  claim' 
arises  from  forfeiture  under  the  non-iraportation 
act,  shall  be  relinquished  for  the  benent  of  the 
captors.  ^ 

Mr.  BtBB  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  because  he  had  no  doubt 
the  courts  would  decide  in  favor  ef  the  petitioners; 
and  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the  House  to 
iegislate  on  it,  the  right  having  accrued  on  ihk 
instant  of  the  capture  of  such  property., 
'  Mr.  Clay  (Speaicer)  thought  with  Mr.  Bib^ 
that  the  right  hacj  vested  in  the  captors ;  but  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the 
Government,  had  interposed  a  claim  to  it    Mr. 
C.  then  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  report  of  the 
Cooamittee  of  Ways  and  Means,- because  he  was 
willing  to  place  the  question  out  of  doubt  as  to 
the  property,  to  which  the  captors  hadin  his  view 
a  just  title. 

Some  further  conversation  took  pl%ce  on  the 
subject,  when  the  Committee  rose  without  having 
eome  to  any  decision,  reported  progress,  and  ot^ 
tained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Friday,  January  22. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wa.s hi ngton,  praying 
for  «  charter  of  incorporation  for  a  new  banit,  to 
be  established  in  the  City  of  Washington  \  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select 
eonmittee;  and  Mr.  Burwbll,  Mr.  Calhooit, 
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lir.  Blaoklbimb,  Mr,  Fimdlbt,  Mr.  Stow,  Mr. 
McKee,  Mr.  Babnbtt,  Mr.  Mosblet,  and  Mr. 
Chiti'bnden,  were  appoiQted  the  committee. 

Oo  motioo  of  Mr.  bLACKLBDOB, 

Beeolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiurjr 
be  directed  to  lay  before  thii  House  a  statemeot 
of  the  sums  paid  aonualiy  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  of  the  United  Slates,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  Government,  until  the  30th 
of  September  last ;  and,  also,  the  sums  paid  an* 
Dually  within  the  same  period,  on  account  oif  the 
ReTolutionary  Gk>Ternmeot ;  distinguishing,  in 
rtlation  to  the  public  debt,  the  sums  paid  for  in- 
terest, principal,  and  charges,  respectively. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  book 
QpoD  railitar)^  discipline,  transmitted  to  him  by 
William  Doane ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Dixon 
and  John  Murray  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CAPTURED  PBOPBRTY, 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Cotn- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  petitions  of 
Joshua  Barney  and  of  Stephen  Kingston. 

The  resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee,  of 
Ways  and  Means,  ^  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  ie- 

Sislate  upon  the  subject  of  the  petitions,"  was 
isagreed  to ;  and  the  following  was  reported  to 
the  House  as  a  substftute  thereto : 

**Re9ohtd,  That  any  right  or  clmim  of  the  United 
States  to  British  property  which  may  have  been  cap- 
inred  by  Amerioan  privatcersi  arising  from  forfeiture 
under  any  provision  of  the  non-importation  actsy  ought 
to  be  relinquished  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

The  question  on  the  original  resolution  was 
also  disagreed  to  by  a  vote  of  the  House.  For 
disacreeing  61,  against  tt  47.  as  follows : 

Ybas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  Andeieon,  Stev- 
enson Afcber,  Bsekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bttrwell 
Baasett,  WUIiam  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  James  ^Cochran,  John 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condiet,  William  Crawford.  Ridiard 
Gutts,  Roger  Davis,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Eliaa  Earle, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Good- 
wvn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  ^all, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Jos. 
Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lvle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  WDliam  McCoy,  Alexander  Mo- 
Kim,  Aninah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James 
Morgan,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamitt 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John 
Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Lemuel  Saw* 
yer,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Rgherl 
Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  WiUiam  Widgeiy, 
Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— John  Baker,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Big- 
elow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaph- 
Toditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fbk,  Asa  Fiteb,  Tbomae 
GholaoD,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charies  Goldaborough, 
IBdwiik  Gray,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jaeob  Hufl^,  BicfaanI 


Jackson,  jr.,  William  Lowndes^  Archibald  McBryde, 
Samuel  McKee,  James,  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley» 
Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
James  Pleasants, jnn.,£li8ha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincy, 
William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  William  Rod- 
man,  Thomas  Sammons,  PhiUp  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stnr- 
ges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg 
Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard 
White. 

And  the  resolution  proposed  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  a  substitute,  was,  as  stated  above, 
agreed  to ;  and  was  referrred  to  the  Ck>mauttee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  pursu- 
anee  thereof. 

IMPRESSED  SEAMEN. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  Umitsb  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of 

n^irtieniativet  of  the  VnUed  Staite: 

I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  copies 
of  a  correspondence  between  John  Mitchell,  Agent  for 
American  Prisoners  of  War  at  Halifox,  and  the  Brit- 
ish Admiral  commanding  at  that  stetion. 

I  transmit  for  the  like  purposes  copies  of  a  letter 
from  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Seerotary  of  the  Navy. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Iamxiamt  22^  1813. 

Extract  of  a  Idler  from  John  MteheU^  -^9'>  ^^^"^ 
for  American  Priaonere  of  War  at  HaHfax,  to  the 
Secretary  of  StatCt  dated 

•<DsccvBBm  6,  1813. 

"  I  cover  you  a  copy  of  a  correspondence,  which  took 
place  in  consequence  of  different  appKcations  I  re- 
ceived, either  by  letter  or  personally,  from  persons  de- 
tained on  board  His  Britannic  Majesty's  sfkips  of  war 
in  this  place. 

**  I  formerly  mentioned  to  you  that  the  Admiral  had 
assured  me  that  he  would  discharge  all  the  dtisens  of 
the  United  States  who  were  in  the  fleet,  and  actoaUly 
did  discharge  several.  This  induced  me  to  think  I 
should  be  correct,  and  in  the  perfect  line  of  my  duty, 
in  sending  him  a  list  of  the  applicants  to  me,  and  re* 
questing  an  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  discharges  granted 
to  all  who  were  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  I,  there- 
fore, covered  him  a  list  of  the  names  now  enclosed  to 
you,  which  produced  his  letter  to  me  of  the  same  date 
(December  1, 1812.) 

*'  I  read  it  with  surprise,  because  some  of  the  men 
had  informed  me  tfieir  captains  had  refused  to  report 
them  to  the  Admiral.  Now,  if  no  one  hen  was,  or  is, 
allowed  to  do  it,  ttuAi  situation  is  hopeless. 

**  It  is  not  my  place,  air,  to  reason  with  you  on  this 
business.  Proof  of  natwUy,  in  hb  first  letter^  is  a  strong 
expression ;  and  hew  fow  are  in  possession  of  it,  aad 
how  many  who  cannot  obtain  it. 

'^The  second  pamgraph,  in  the  second  letter,  pre- 
vents nqr  interfering ;  and  I  have  since  been  oMiged  to 
send  a  man  away,  requesting  him  to  apply  to  hie  oamr 
mending  officer." 

Copy  of  a  Utter  from  John  MUchett,  E$g,,  Agent  for 
American  Prieonera  of  War  at  HaMfax,  to  iHr  John 
Boriaee  Warren,  dated 

DxoaKBsa  1,  1812. 

Sim :  Since  tiie.  sailing  of  the  last  cartels,  in  which 
you  were  pleased  to  send  home  several  Anwrirans, 
who  had  been  in  Hie  Britannic  Migesty's  servioe. 


866 


mSTOBT  OF  G0NGBES8. 


866 


Januart,  1818* 


Naval  EetaNiUhmeni. 


H.  ofR* 


^ 


othen  who  U9'  now  on  bocrd  of  the  Centurion  and 
Steiira  have  requested  of  me  to  pioeure  their  discharge, 
and  to  be  tent  home. 

Will  you,  sir,  have  the  goodness  to  direct  an  inquiry, 
and  order  tiie  release  of  such  as  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States? 

Besides  the  enclosed  list,  I  am^ld  there  are  othen 
whoee  names  I  have  not* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c., 

JOHN  MITCHELL,  Agent. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlaoe 
Warrenf  to  John  MUehellt  Seq^  Agent  for  American 
Primmero  of  War  at  Halifax,  dated 

Dicxxnm  1,  1819. 

8xm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknovrledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  this  date,  respecting  some  men,  therein 
mentioned,  on  board  fiis  Majesty's  ship»  under  my 
command,  said  to  be  dtisens  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  reply,  beg  to  aoquaint  you,  that  whenever  I  have 
received  representations  from  the  captains  of  His 
M^esty's  dupe  of  any  part  of  their  crews  being  dti- 
sens  of  America,  vrith  sufficient  proof  of  iheb  nativity, 
I  have  directed  their  discharge  from  the  servioe^ 

I  must  observe  to  you  that  I  cannot  permit  the  in- 
terference of  any  applications  from  men  belonging  to 
His  Majesty's  duiM,  but  through  their  commanding 
officers :  and  in  your  department,  of  prisoners  of  war 
only,  I  shall  at  aU  times  be  most  happy  to  receive  your 
communications. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^ 

JOHN  B.  WARREN. 

Coop  of  a  tetter  from  Mn  MUeheU,  Eeq^  Agent 
far  Amadean  Prieonere  of  War  at  Halifax^  to 
Admiral  Sir  John  Borkm  Warren^  dated 

DsosxBSB  t,  ins. 

8im:  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter, dated  the  1st  instant,  in  which  you  observe  that  you 
cannot  permit  the  interference  of  any  application  from 
men  on  board  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  of  war, 
but  through  their  commanding  officers. 

Deairons  of  oonibrming  as  ikr  as  possible  to  estab- 
lished regulationj,  permit  me  the  honor  to  inquire  of 
your  Excellent,  if  hy  your  letter  I  am  to  understand 
that  I  am  not  to  receive  the  applications  of  seamen 
declaring  themselves  citisena  of  the  United  States, 
who  are  on  board  of  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  and 
communicate  the  same  to  youl  If  this  is  the  mean- 
ing, I  shall  most  certainly  conform*  though  I  must 
lament  the  regulation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

J.  MITCHELL,  Agent,  4-e. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlaee 
wmren,  to  JfAn  BBteheU^  Beq.,  Agent  for  Ameriean 
Prieonere  of  Wwt  at  Halifax^  dated 

BscMBSB  4,  1813. 

Sim:  In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  yesterday,  I 
have  to  acquaint  you  that  whenever  any  address  is 
made  relative  to  men  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships,  it 
must  be  by  the  commanders  of  such  vessels  direct. 

I  cannot  permit  any  application  by  other  persons  in 
tune  of  war,  but  in  the  above  mode. 

It  will  always  affi>rd  me  pleasure  to  attend  to  your 
wishes  in  any  respect  relative  to  the  situation  or  ex- 
change of  prisoners^  or  to  affind  any  aid  or  relief  in 
iny  power.    I  have  die  honor  to  be,  dus. 

JOHN  B.  WARREN. 

ISth  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 26 


Prom  Commodore  Rodgere  to  the  Seeretary  of  ike 

rhvyi 

U.  S.  Fkigatc  PnssinsirT, 

Rostov,  Jan»  14, 18I3. 

8n:  Herewith  you  will  receive  two  muster  book% 
of  His  Britannic  Migesty's  vessels  Moielle  and  Sap* 
pho,  found  on  board  die  British  packet  Swallow. 

As  the  British  have  always  denied  that  they  detain* 
ed  on  board  their  ships  of  war  American  cittMn% 
knowing  tiiem  to  be  such,  I  send  you  the  endosed,  a» 
a  pnblk  doeomenl  of  their  own,  to  prove  how  illy 
such  aa  assertion  aeoofds  with  their  pnetiee. 

It  will  arasar  by  these  two  muster  books  thatso  lato 
as  August  laat,  about  an  eighth  part  of  the  MooeUa 


and  Safpho's  crews  were 


consequently » if 


there  is  only  a  quarter  part  of  that  proportion  on  board 
their  other  vessels,  that  they  have  an  infinitely  greater 
number  of  Americans  in  their  service  than  any  Amer^ 
lean  has  yet  had  an  idea  ot 

Any  further  comment  of  mine  on  this  sulgect,  I  con- 
sider unnecessaiy ;  as  the  enclosed  documents  speak 
but  too  plainly  for  themselves.  I  haye  the  honor  to 
be,  d^  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  Paxtl  Haxxitoit,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read^^tod 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreiga  Relations. 


Satitrdat,  January  28. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  IViississippi  Territory,  praying 
for  a  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  muskets,  pis- 
tols, and  swords,  for  the  defence  of  said  Territo- 
ry,— Referred  to  the  Seeretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Uommittee  on  the 
Naval  BstablisbmeDt,  reported  amendments  to 
the  bill  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board 
private  armed  ships ;  which  were  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  bill,  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  th^  Whole  on  the  bill  relating  to  captures. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  compensation  to  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Constitution,  for  capturing 
and  destroying  the  British  fri^te  Guerriere ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  Irom  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  amendments  to  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  ^  supplementary  to  the  act^  en- 
titled *An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  tne  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  Invasions,  and' to  reoeal  ^ 
the  act  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose;"  which 
was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House ;  and 
the  amendments  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Nelson  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject,  made  a  report  in  favor  of  the  allowance 
of  certain  lands  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
line  in  the  Revolutionary  war  on  State  estab- 
lishment; which  was  read  and  committed. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  rose  in  his  place,  and  said :— Mr* 
Sp^ker,  I  rise  to  submit  a  resolution  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  It  will  be  recollected, 
that,  in  the  observaiiona  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
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submit  to  the  Hoase,  when  the  bill  for  increasing 
the  Navy  was  under  consideration,  1  suggested, 
by  way  of  answer  to  the  gentleman  opposed  to 
that  measure,  on  the  score  of  the  want  of  ade- 
quate means,  that  I  felt  confident  there  was  no 
want  of  the  most  abundant  means ;  that  the  moo- 
eyed  and  mercantile  classes  of  the  community, 
I  had  no  doubt,  would  be  found  ready  to  advance 
the  proper  supplies  to  the  GoTernment,  by  way 
of  loan,  provided  the  opportunity  of  doing  so  were 

Presented  to  them  in  an  unexceptionable  shape, 
'he  expedient  to  which  I  had  reference,  was  a  navy 
loan — a  loan  for  the  whole  amount  necessary  for 
building  and  equipping  the  ships-of-the-line  and 
frigates  authorized  by  the  bill  alluded  to,  and,  I 
am  willing  to  add,  any  further  increase  of  that 
most  desirable  species  of  force  which  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  may  direct. 

The  proposition  which  I  will  have  the  honor 
of  submitting,  Is  calculated  to  facilitate  the  views 
of  the  Government  in  relation  to  this  branch  of 
their  official  duty,  by  presenting  this  interesting 
subject  divested  of  any  of  those  objectionable  fea- 
tures that  will  be  seen  by  many  in  the  proposi* 
tion  of  a  general  loan  for  all  the  varied  purposes 
of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged.    To  many 
of  our  fellow-citizens— *to  many  of  us  in  thi? 
House — this  war  appeared  to  be  unnecessary  and 
ioaprovident  in  its  commenccmenti  as  it  has  been, 
except  upon  the  ocean,  disastrous  and  discredita- 
ble to  us  in  its  conduct.    Our  operations  against 
Canada  have  falsified,  in  their  circumstances  and 
result,  every  fond  prediction  of  the  friends  of  in- 
vasion ;  and,  whatever  of  popularity  the  events 
of  the  war  have  acquired,  the  meed  of  gratitude 
for  them  is  due,  under  Providence,  to  the  glori- 
ous efforts  of  our  eallant  little  Navy.    The  ser- 
Tice  rendered  to  tne  country  by  the  destruction 
or  capture  of  a  few  vessels  of  the  enemy,  is,  to  be 
sure,  of  little  consequence,  in  a  pecuniary  view, 
but  its  effects  in  laying  the  foundation  of  our 
naval  reputation ;  of  turning  the  tide  of  national 
opinion  m  favor  of  this  long-abused  and  neglected 
Bstablishment ;  in  inspiring;  hopes  of  a  permanent 
and  efficient  system  oi  maritime  defence ;  are  im- 
portant, beyond  the  power  of  calculation.    For 
myself,  and  because  I  desire  that  the  Government 
may  meet  with  no  difficulty  in  procuring  the  re- 
quisite pecuniary  means,  or  completing  with  the 
least  possible  delay  the  additional  ships  recently 
directed  to  be  built — to  which  end  I  wish  to  in- 
vite the  friends  of  a  permanent  Navy  Establish- 
ment to  contribute  by  loans  to  the  furthering  of 
the  object,  and  by  way  of  inducement,  to  present 
to  them  our   proposition  free  from  any  well 
grounded  objection.    The  commercial  men,  the 
capitalists  of  our  principal  cities,  have  been,  gen- 
erally speaking,  the  uniform  friends  of  mari- 
time defence.    They  have  importunately  called 
for  an  enlargement  of  our  Navy.    I  trust  that, 
whatever  may  be  their  opinions  of  the  expe- 
diency of  this  war,  their  liberality  in  affording 
money  enough  to  defray  the  expense  to  be  incuts 
red  in  consequence  of  our  recent  endeavors  to 
meet  their  wishes,  will  be  found  equal  to  our 
most  sanguiae  expectations.    But  I  wish  tbia 


appeal  to  rest  upon  its  own  merits,  and  not  to  be 
weakened  or  destroyed  by  bleodinp^  it  with  ob- 
jects as  to  which,  however  the  majority  of  this 
House  may  regret  it.  they  never  can  prevent  a 
diversity  of  sentiment  amongst  the  people.  I 
mean  not  to  meddle,  either  by  assertion  or  argu- 
ment, at  this  time,  with  the  essential  merits  of 
this  war,  nor  with  the  distinction  given  to  its 
operations  against  the  territories  of  our  neigh- 
bors ;  not  because  I  am  desirous  of  concealin^^  my 
personal  sentiments  on  these  points,  which  are 
well  known,  but  because  I  wish  not  to  revive  a 
discussion  to  which  such  ample  justice  was  done 


during  my  recent  absence  from  my  seat  in  this 
House.  I  wish,  sir,  especially,  to  redeem  my 
pledge  to  the  House  in  relation  to  a  navy  loan, 
and  to  afford  an  opportunity'to  the  Administra- 
tion to  obtain  easily  and  speedily  its  amounL 
The  war  is  thought  by  some  gentlemen  to  be 
popular ;  so  they  deem  their  projects  of  invasion. 
Let  the  numerous  friends  of  such  expedients  for 
the  maintenance  of  maritime  rights,  evince  their 
patriotism  by  prompt  subscriptions  to  yoar  Army 
loans.  Let  the  friends  of  naval  defence,  against 
foreign  aggression,  evince  theirs  by  equal  prompt- 
itude in  filling  up  a  Navy  loan.  With  such 
views,  I  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of——* 
dollars,  for  the  building  and  equipment  of  all  such 
ships  and  vessels  of  war,  as  have  iMBen,  or  may  be  di- 
rected to  be  built  by  any  law  of  the  preeent  ■eenon. 

Mr.  Cbeves  opposed  the  resolution.  He  could 
not  see  any  good  to  ariae  out  of  it,  but  raoeh 
embarrassment,  and  consequently  public  evil. 
It  was  remarkable  it  should  be  brought  forward 
at  th^  very  moment  that  the  bill  authorizing  a 
general  loan,  which  would  embrace  the  object 
proposed  by  the  gentleman,  was  to  be  called  op. 
It  would  be  evident^  that  should  the  resolution 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  they  must  either  neglect  it,  or  that  plan 
which,  after  the  most  mature  reflection,  was  no  v 
prepared  and  ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  If  the  gentleman  wish- 
ed merely  to  aid  the  (Government  in  their  exer- 
tions to  render  the  wa^  successful  and  honorable, 
his  resolution  would  more  properly  come  io  as 
an  amendment^to  the  loan  bill — should  he  on  re- 
flection deem  such  an  amendment  necessary.  Mr. 
C,  however  friendly  to  the  Navy,  could  not  eon- 
sent  to  separate  its  interests  from  any  other 
scheme  of  defence  or  polieyf  which  the  general 
good  required.  It  would  be  a  tacit  confessioa  that 
there  existed  in  the  country  one  class  of  citizens 
who  were  willing  to  loan  money  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  carrying  on  war  by  sea,  but  were  op- 
posed to  aiding  the  operations  of  the  Army.  He 
never  would  consent  to  divide  those  interests. 
If  tbe  war  was  to  be  prosecuted,  the  success  or 
disgrace  must  be  equally  felt  by  all.  Whatever 
difierence  of  feelings  or  opinions  might  exist,  the 
several  interests  of  the  country  were  inseparable, 
and  formed,  in  reality,  but  one  solid  and  substan- 
tial interest  They  should  be  all  freighted  io 
1  the  same  bark— in  that  he  would  nail  the  flag  to 
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ihe  mast,  and  they  should  all  float  or  go  down 
together.  Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  resolation  lie 
OD  the  table. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  said,  his  sole  reason  for  separat- 
Jnff  the  two  sublects  was,  that  he  (and  those 
who  were  friendly  to  a  permanent  navy  went 
alone  with  him)  <^ould  not  conscientiously  vote 
for  a  loan  to  be  applied  to  an  invasion  of  Canada, 
though  he  wished  to  do  it  for  a  proper  maritime 
defence. 

The  resolution  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  John- 
son and  WsiOBT,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
GoLDSBORonoH  and  Golo. 

The  question  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  nega- 
tived— 45  to  49. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
ihe  resolution — yeas  36,  nays  81,  as  follows : 

TsAs — John, Baker,  Abgsh  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  James  Breekenridge,  Thomts  B.  Cooke, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  JamesrEmoit,  A«a  Fitch,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Charles  GoldiAwrongh,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  M oseley,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  Jofiah  Quincy,  'William  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 
Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  Willism 
W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John 
C.  Calhoan,Bpaphroditus  Champion,  LaagdonCheves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Lewis  Condict,   William   Crawford,  Richard  Cults, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnel 
Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  William  Findlev,  James  Fisk, 
Meshaok  Franklin,  Thomss  Ghoison,' Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  Telix  Grnndy,  Boiling  Hail,  Obed 
Hall,  Aylett  Hswes,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman, . 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jos^h  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam   McCoy,  Samuel    McKee,  Alexander  MeKim, 
Amnah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thos. 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleas- 
ant*, jr.,  Benjamin  Pond»  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Thomas  B. 
Robertson,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William 
Rodman,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Chas. 
Turner,  jr.,  Robeit  Whitehill.  David  R.  Williams, 
William  Widgeiy,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chives,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  CommiHee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
*'  authorizing  a  loan  of  -"^  millions  of  dollars ;" 
and,  also,  a  bill  *^  authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treas- 
ury notes  for  the  year  1813." 

Mr.  Cheves  moved  that  the  first  blank  be  filled 
^th  the  word  'Sixteen."  He  then  went  into,  a 
detailed  account  of  the  demands  for  which  pro- 
Tision  was  to  be  made,  and  the  resources  to  meet 
these  demands,  as  follows : 

EZPENniTUBES. 

1 .  Civil  expenses  of  the  Government,  including  foreign 
and  domestic  ezpenses  -111,683,661 


3.  Provision  for  the  public  debt 


3.  Militaiy  Establishment,  regular  Army, 
dec f  15,306,376 

Militia,  volunteers,  and  twelve 
months  men,  if  authorised 
bylaw      .        -  -      6,000,000 


-    8,000,000 


The  regular  Army  will  not  be 
for  sometime  completed,  and 
the  twelve  months  men,  mi- 
litia, and  volnnteers,  cannot 
be  immediately  called  into 
service;  therefore  deduct  on 
these  several  accounts 


Add  for  the  Indian  depart- 
ment       -     .  • 

4.  Navy  Department  Gross 
estimate,  including  $3,600,- 
000  for  Uie  increase  of  the 
Navy,  authorised  by  act  of 
the  present  session    - 

This  estimate  includes  an  ap- 
propriation for  two  hundred 
gunboats,  or  a  snm  equal  to 
about  $3,000,000,  while  it 
is  probably  neither  the  wish 
nor  the  interest  of  the  conn- 
tiy  that  this  force  should  be 
called  into  service ;  tiiexefore 

..   deduct  on  this  account 

6,  For  contingent  ezpenses 


31,306,376 


3,000,000 

19,306,376 

186,000 


19,390»87S 


7,636;108 


1,000,600 


6,636,10S 
460,836 

36,000,000 


In  order  to  meet  these  demands,  Mr.  C.  stated 
the  fallowing  resources : 

Estimsted  revenue  for  1813    -        -        -$13,000,00(0 

Receivable  in  1813,  on  account  of  the  loan 
of  1813,  and  Treasuiy  notes  issued  for 
that  year 3,000,000 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  1st  of  January, 
1813,  not  ascertsined  with  accuracy, 
but  exceeding   -  •$4,000»000 

Deduct  from  this  sum  ezpenses 
incurred  on  account  of  mil- 
itia, ^bc,  in  18 13,  but  not  yet 
paid 1,000,000 


Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  for  the  yesr 

1813  .        

The  proposed  loan         .        •       .        - 


From  this  snm  deduct  the  amount  of 
timated  ezpenses        .        .        - 


Leaving  a  surplus  of   - 


3,000,000  , 

6,000,000 
16,000,000 

38,000,000 

36,000,000 

3,000,000 


Mr.  Crbves,  having  thus  offered  the  above 
statements,  said,  it  might  be  objected,  that  they 
were  not  satisfactory,  as  we  were  engaged  in  a 
war.  the  dnration  of  which  was  uncertain,  and 
migntbe  long,  and  that  oar  views  of  thewaya 
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and  means  ought  to  extend  not  only  to  the  pres- 
ent, but  to  future  years.  This  no  doubt  would 
be  done,  and  could  be  done  without  difficulty,  if 
the  Legislature  and  the  proper  constituted  au- 
thorities did  their  duty.  He  would  promise  that 
the  system  which  was  proposed  witn  a  view  to 
the  war,  and  on  which  tne  war  was  commenced, 
has  this  principle  for  its  basis — to  provide  a  fixea 
annual  revenue,  sufficient  to  pay  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government,  and  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  including^  new  loans.  This  was 
the  principle  suggested  in  the  Message  of  the 
President,  confirmed  by  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  and  reiterated  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means— a 
principle  which  wtts  probjably  m  a  great  degree 
satisfactory  to  all  parties  in  the  House  and  hi  the 
nation.  The  effect  of  this  principle  had  been 
folly  accomplished,  as  it  regarded  the  present 
year.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Qovernment 
for  this  year,  might  be  estimated  at  $9,600,000, 
while  the  revenue  receivable  within  the  year, 
was  ascertained  to  be  $12,000,000,  leaving  a  sur- 
plus of  82,500,000,  beyond  the  sum  required  to 
carry  the  principle  alluded  to  into  effect.  ,  The 
means  of  providing  for  future  years  were  obvious 
and  abundant.  We  had  a  wealthy  and  unex- 
hausted country,  on  which  not  a  cent  of  burden 
had  yet  been  laid.  Taxes  might  be  laid — a  re- 
peal of  the  restrictive  laws  alone  would  furnish 
the  means  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  probably 
longer,  while  it  would  have  the  additional  ad  van* 
tage  01  bringing  home  the  property  of  our  citizens 
and  floating  the  country  with  surplus  capital, 
which  would  probably  be  loaned  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Taxes  might  yet  be  laid  during  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  if  a  pro|>er  degree  of  in- 
dustry were  bestowed  on  the  subject.  If  not,  the 
President  was  invested  with  power  to  call  Con- 
gress together,  before  the  Constitutional  period 
of  their  meeting,  and  in  time  to  accomplish  this 
object  for  the  purpose  of  the  ensuing  year.  He 
declared  it  to  he  his  decided  opinion,  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  restriction  on  commerce ,  or  the  im- 
position of  taxes  must  be  adopted ;  and  it  was  his 
opinion  (though  it  might  differ  from  that  of 
those  for  jBvhom  he  felt  a  respectful  deference) 
that  both  ought  to  be  done,  to  render  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  Government  abundant,  and  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  vigorous  and  succeiisful.  Qea« 
tlemen,he  said, could  Aot  entertain  Kny  reasonable 
apprehensions  on  account  of  the  loan  m  the  pre»- 
ent  year.  Suggestions  of  its  failure  seemed  to 
be  unfounded.  It  had  been  predicted  that  the 
loan  for  the.  last  year  would  not  succeed,. but 
these  predictions  had  been  entirely  falsified  by 
the  event.  He  had  the  pleasure  to  inform  the 
Committee  that  the  loan  of  the  last  year  had  been 
filled,  except  a  little  more  than  half  a  million, 
while  the  whole  of  the  Treasury  notes,  authorized 
to  be  issued,  had  been  put  in  circulation.  A  de- 
mand had  even  existed  for  more.  He  compared 
the  relative  situation  of  the  country  in  1812  and 
1813.  In  1812,  there  were  twenty  millions  of 
property  in  the  enemy's  country,  which  was  now 
brought  home.    The  state  of  war  had  of  neces- 


sity released  large  sums  from  the  demands  of 
commerce,  d&c. ;  it  would  be  the  interest  of  the 
holders  of  this  money  to  loan  it  to  Government. 
If  it  should  be  said  that  the  release  of  capital 
from  the  demands  of  commerce  had  a  disastrous 
aspect,  it  was  susceptible  of  a  satisfactory  answer, 
which  would  be  given  when  the  objection  shoala 
be  urged.  Mr.  C.  thought  the  banks  alone  would 
be  able,  from  the  diminution  of  the  demands  of 
commerce  upon  them,  to  afford  to  Government 
the  aids  it  wanted,  if  they  would  give  a  circulation 
to  their  business  with  Government,  something  like 
that  which  subsisted  between  them  and  individ- 
uals. They  had  drawn  in  much  of  their  capital 
since  the  War,  and  were  better  able  to  loan  now 
than  they  were  the  last  year. 

The  money  borrowed  from  the  Government 
the  last  year,  was  not  taken  out  of  the  circulation 
of  the  money  market;  it  h^d  only  passed  into 
other  hands,  and  if  not  demanded  for  th^  objeeta 
of  industry  and  of  commerce,  which  would  not 

S'robably  tie  thd  case,  tha  present  holders  would 
nd  their  interest  to  loan  it  ap^ain  tb  the  Govern* 
meat.  It  might  be  .abo  objected,  said  Mr.  C, 
that  the  Government,  by  this  bill,  was  not  re- 
stricted in  the  tate  of  interest.  To  this  he  would 
reply,  that  if  precedents  were  necessary  to  justi- 
fy this  omission,  enough  were  furnished  by  the 
Administrations  which  preceded  the  year  1801— 
enough  w^re  furnished  by  the  records  of  the 
Washington  Administration.  He  bad  thought  it 
his  duty  to  advert  to  the  several  acts  of  Congress 
which  authorized  loans  during  these  Administra- 
tions. He  would  not  say  that  he  spoke  with  per- 
fect accuracy,  though  he  believed  he  did.  From 
this  examination  it  appeared  that  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Government  to  the  year  1801,  loans 
were  authorized  to  the  amount  of  $5,800,000  aC 

5  per  cent.,  to  the  amount  of  Qd,774,539  6-100  at 

6  per  cent.,  and  to  the  amount  of  $24^000,000 
without  any  limitation  of  the  interest  authorized 
to  be  given.  Tha  first  loan  authorized  by  the 
Government  was  for  $12,000,000,  and  without 
any  restriction  in  the  rate  of  interest.  This,  too, 
was  in  a  state  of  peace.  We  are  now  in  a  state 
of  war,  when  ,he  hoped,  however  gentlemen  in 
the  minority  might  difi^r  from  the  majority  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  war  or  the  oojects  of 
the  war,  as  the  events  of  it  musi:  affect  objects 
equally  dear  to  all,  they  would  not  be  found 
so  far  to  separate  themselves  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  country  as  unnecessarily  to  em- 
barrass the  endeavors  of  the  majority  to  prosecute 
the  war  with  honor  and  success.  He  hoped  the 
petty  prejudices  and  distinctions  of  party  would 
not  mingle  in  this  great  question,  but  would  be 
generously  sacrificed  upon. the  altar  of  public 
fl^ood.  He  would  just  add,  that  the  bill  author- 
izing the  issuinff  of  Treasury  notes,  which  was 
also  oefore  the  Committee,  had  a  connexion  with 
the  loan  bill.  It  authorized,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  relied  upon  as  a  part  of  the  ways  and  means 
of  the  year,  the  issuing  of  a  further  sum  of  $5,- 
000,000,  but  provided  in  that  event  for  an  equiva- 
lent distribution  of  the  loan. 

Mr.  Sbspfbt  said  he  did  not  observe  in  the  de> 


S73 


HIBTOBT  OF  CONGRBSB. 


874 


Januabt,  1813. 


Lwm  Bill. 


H.  OP  R. 


tails  of  the  geatleman  any  proTisioii  made  for  the 
reimbunement  of  the  Treasury  notes  payable  af- 
ter this  year,  with  the  interest*— as  also  toe  inter- 
est on  the  loan  of  1819.  He  asked  if  the  eight 
millions  appropriated  to  the  noblic  debt  embraced 
these  objects;  or  was  theeiffnt  millions  appropri- 
ated solely  to  the  Sinking  Jvnd?— if  so,  he  would 
rather  Tote  for  a  loan  of  twenty  million^,  than  to 
Tote  one  dollar  of  a  fond  which  should  be  regard- 
ed as  sacred  to  the  object  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished. 

Mr.  CBBves  replied,  that  the  eight  millions  in- 
cluded the  seTeral  items  stated  by  the  gentleman, 
and  was  more  than  enough  to  meet  the  sum  to 
be  paid  on  account  of  the  old  debt,  loans,  and 
Treasury  notes,  and  the  interest  on  these.  This 
he  said  was  the  true  and  legal  application'  of  the 
SinkiBff  Fund,  as  would  be  shown  if  the  question 
ahonld  oe  agitated. 

Mr.  BiOELOW,  after  obserring  that  he  made 
this  motion  (to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill)  because  he  meant  to  oppose  the  system  of 
obtaining  money  by  loans,  ratner  than  the  details 
of  the  bill,  said: 

Mn  .Chairman,  In  support  of  the  motion  which 
I  haire  made,  and  which,  if  it  prerails,  is  tanta- 
mount to  a  rejection  of  the  bill,  I  will  make  some 
obserrations,  although  I  find  myself  under  an  un- 
common desree  of  embarrassment.  An  embar- 
rassment, which  proceeds  not  only  from  the  deli- 
ci|cy  of  my  situation,  but  from  an  apprehension 
sfliy,  sir,  conyietion,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  communicate  to  the  Committee  my  rea- 
aons  for  the  motion,  in  that  clear  and  forcible 
manner  with  which  they  have  presented  them- 
eelves  to  my  own  mind. 

The  delicacy  of  ioay  situation  results  from  my 
having  been  opposed  to  the  war^  when  it  was  de- 
clared ;  from  being  now  opposed  to  its  prosecu- 
tion, as  well,  because  the  principal  cause  for  its 
declaration  has  been  removed,  as  from  a  persua- 
aion,  that  the  invasion  of  Canada  is  both  morally 
and  politically  wrong,  and  a  conviction  that  the 
manner  of  raising  and  distributing  the  military 
force  is  not  adequate  to  the  contemplated  object. 
But,  sir,  we  have  voted  to  raise  the  force,  and  are 
about  to  rely  on  loans  to  clothe,  feed,  and  pay  it. 
Against  this  course,  I  beff  leave  at  this  time  mos^ 
aoTemnly  to  protest,  and  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  while  I  attempt  to  point  out  some  of 
the  fatal  consequences  which  must  inevitably  re- 
cult  from  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  haver  beard  much  said 
within  these  walls  in  praise  of  national  honor 
and  national  glory.  They  have  become  so  much 
the  burden  of  the  song,  that  national  faith  and 
national  credit  appear  to  have  shared  the  fate  of 
the  poor  wise  man,  who,  by  his  wisdom,  delivered 
the  city,  and  yet  no  man  remembered  htm. 

National  honor  and  national  glory,  Mr.  Chair- 
man) have  a  charm  in  the  sound j  which  strikes 
aweet  music  to  the  ear^  while  national  faith  and 
national  credit  strike  it  with  the  harsh  notes  of 
discord.  No  man,  however,  admires  more  than 
I  do,  natioiial  honor  and  national  glory  ;  but  it 
must  be  that  honor  and  that  glory  which  is  en- 


circled by  virtue  and  justice,  and  supported  by 
national  laith  and  credit. 

Sir,  I  admire  not  the  glory  of  conquest*  I 
admire  not  the  glory  of  an  Alexander;  I  mean 
the  Macedonian,  not  the  Russian  Alexander.  I 
admire  not  the  glory  of  a  Julius  Csssar^  or  a  Na- 
poleon. I  have  no  desire  for  that  American  glory 
which  is  to  be  acquired  on  the  plains  of  Abra- 
ham, at  the  walls  of  Cluebec,  or  on  the  barren 
sands  of  Florida.  Besides,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
present  state  of  our  finances  atfords  but  a  gloomy 
prospect  for  the  attainment  of  this  species  of 
glory. 

An  empty  Treasury  to  be  replenished  by  naked 
loans  is  but  an  ill  omen  of  success. 

What,  sir,  is  the  present  state  of  our  finances  ? 
Let  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
speak.  That,  sir,  informs  us  that  $10,000,000 
were  added  to  the  public  debt  during  the  past 
year.  That  the  expenses  of  the  present  year, 
without  including  the  addition  to  the  Army  and 
Navy,  will  amount  to  931,985,000.  Those  ad- 
ditions, according  to  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able Cnairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  will  increase  the  expenses  to  thirty-six 
millions.  The  revenues  are  but  twelve  millions, 
which  will  leave  twenty-four  millions  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  loans  or  Treasury  notes.  The  Sec- 
retary has  not  informed  us  what  will  be  the  ex- 
penses of  the  year  1814.  He  could  not.  But  he 
has  told  us  that  the  revenue  of  that  year,  if  the 
war  continues,  will  not  exceed  three  millions. 

This,  sir,  Is  the  state  of  your  finance,  and  these 
are  the  means  by  which  you  are  to  support  and 
maintain  a  navy,  and  an  army  of  fifty-five  thou- 
sand men. 

I  conftfss,  Mr.  Chairman;  that  this  mode  of 
raising  money,  by  naked  loani,  excites  in  my 
mind  more  apprenensions  for  the  liberties  of  this 
country,  than  even  the  raising  of  the  large  army 
which  has  been  authorized.  This,  if  not  a  nov- 
elty, is  a  dangerous  experinient  in  legislation — an 
experiment  calculated  to  shake  the  stability  of 
any  Giovernment,  but  more  especially  one  like 
ours,  founded  on  the  will  and  theafiections  of  the 
people. 

To  raise  larffe  armies  is  at  ail  times,  and  on 
all  occasions,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  a  Re- 
public, but  it  is  infinitely  more  so  to  raise  them 
for  the  avowed  object  of  invasion  and  conquest, 
and  depend  on  loans  for  their  pay  and  subsistence. 

I  am  aware  that  a  nation,  irritated  at  the  inju- 
ries inflicted  on  it  by  another,  is  apt  to  rush  into 
war  regardless  of  means  or  consequences.  But, 
sir,  the  great  political  ma^imt  that  the  preserva- 
tion of  public  credit  involves  in  it  the  preserva- 
tion of  national  honor  and  national  existence, 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten.  It  ought  to  be  the 
first  article  in  the  creed  of  every  politician  of 
whatever  party ;  one  which  he  ought  never,  for 
party  or  temporary  purposes,  for  a  moment  to  lose 
sight  of. 

oetter,  sir,  lose  the  election  of  a  favorite  can- 
didate for  President;  better,  sir,  lose  our  own 
places,  than  sufier  the  public  credit  to  be  im- 
paired. 
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Ha? ing,  Mr.  Chairman^  made  these  general  re- 
marks, I  will  attempt  to  illustrate  these  two  po- 
sitions: 1st.  That  It  is  essential  to  justice,  and 
the  preserTation  of  public  credit,  that  whencTer 
a  debt  is  contracted,  proper  funas  should  be  es- 
tablished, not  only  Ibr  paying  the  annual  inter- 
est of  the  same,  but  for  dischirgingthe  principal 
within  a  reasonable  period ;  2d.  That  without 
the  establishment  of  such  a  fund,  loans  cannot 
be  obtained,  the  Army,  if  raised,  cannot  be  punc- 
tually paid,  a  revolution  y9\\l  follow,  and  our 
present  Government  converted  into  a  militaty 
despotism. 

The  first  of  these  positions  is  taken  almost 
rerbatim  from  a  report  made  to  the  old  Con- 
gress, in  December^  1782,  by  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Hapulton,  Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr. 
Fitzsimons. 

The  position  is  true  at  all  times ;  at  that  time, 
it  was  felt,  understood,  and  acknowledged  by 
every  man  in  the  United  States* 

At  that  time,  and  for  some  time  previous,  the 
public  credit  of  this  country  was  at  a  low  ebb. 
The  Congress  of  that  day  were  unremittingly 
engaged  in  their  endeavors  to  restore  it.  In  their 
addresses  to  the  several  States,  urging  a  compli- 
ance with  their  requisitions,  the  language  uni- 
fbrmly  was,  that  a  compliance  was  necessary, 
sot  merely  for  the  preservation,  but  for  the  resto- 
ration of  public  credit. 

Ma^  such  never  again  be  the  language  of  an 
American  Congress;  but  if  these  measures  are 
persisted  in  it  will  be  inevitable 

As  earlv,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  September,  1779, 
Conffress  bad  issued  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  Ql59,948,880.  At  this  period,  however,  they  eal-' 
culated  on  preserving  the  public  credit ;  and  it  is 
not  a  little  remarkable  that  their  calculations 
were  founded  on  the  same  principles  with  those 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  his  eloquent  speech  on  the  Army 
bill,  by  apportioning  the  amounrupon  each  indi- 
vidual in  the  United  States.  I  will  read  you 
their  calculations  at  that  time,  1779,  in  their  own 
words : 

'*  Let  us  suppose,  for  Ihe  sake  of  argument,  that  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  the  emissioiw  should  amount 
to  9200,000,000 ;  that  exclusive  of  the  supjpOies  from 
taxes,  which  will  not  be  inconsiderable,  the  loans  should 
amount  to  $100,000,000;  then  the  whole  debt  of  the 
United  SUtes  would  be  $300,000,000.  There  are  at 
present  three  millions  of  inhabitants  in  the  thirteen 
States.  Three  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  divided 
among  three  millions  of  people,  would  give  to  each 
person  one  hundred  dollars.  And  is  there  a  man  in 
America  unaUe,  in  the  course  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
years,  to  pay  it  again  1" 

Mr.  Chairman,  arguments  like  these  are  falla- 
cious, and  their  rallacy  consists  in  this :  that  not 
more  than  one  in  ten  of  the  whole  number  of 
souls  in  the  United  States  pay  any  part  of  the 
tax ;  and  of  those  who  pay  any  part  of  it,  nine- 
leen-twentieths  have  as  much  as  they  can  do 
to  support  themselves  and  families,  and  make 
any  provision  for  their  children,  besides,  sir, 
the  accumulation  of  interest,  and  the  annual  ex- 


penditures of  Governmeiu,  are  left  oat  of  the 
calculation. 

That  this  reasoning  of  the  old  Congress  was 
fallacious,  we  have  incontrovertible  evidence 
from  their  own  mouths.  For,  on  the  17th  March 
following,  thev  passed  a  resolution  :  "^  that  gold 
'  and  silver  should  be  receivable  in  payment  of 

*  the  quotas  required  of  the  several  States,  at  the 

*  rate  of  one  Spanish  milled  dollar  in  lieuof  every 

*  forty  of  the  bills  (then)  in  circulation." 

No  wonder,  then,  that  Congress  should  say  in 
1782,  *'  that  it  is  essential  to  justice,  and  the  pre- 
'  servation  of  public  credit,  that  whenever  a  debt 
^  is  contracted,  proper  funds  should  be  estab- 

*  lished,  not  only  for  paying  the  annual  interest, 
'  but  for  discharging  the  principal  within  a  rea- 

*  sonable  period."  And.  sir,  if  we  are  not  now 
willing  to  sul»cribe  to  tnis  doctrine,  a  few  years 
continuance  of  the  war  will  afford  us  an  awful 
example  of  its  truth. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  now  proceed  to  the  sec- 
ond point,  viz :  tnat  without  such  a  fund  loans 
cannot  be  obtained;  your  army,  if  raised,  will 
not  be  punctually  paid ;  public  credit  will  be  im- 
paired ;  a  revolution  will  follow,  and  your  Gov- 
ernment will  be  converted  into  a  military  des- 
potism. 

Without  such  a  fund,  even  the  friends  of  war 
will  not  loan  you  money.  Money  is  not  loaned 
from  niotives  of  patriotisrn,  but  gain ;  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  the  loan  will  not  be  ob- 
tained. 

Let  us  again  recur  to  the  history  of  the  Rero- 
lution.  I  do  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  because  it  is 
more  familiar;  because  the  people  are  now  as 
loyal  as  they  were  then,  except  that  the  Rero- 
lutionarv  war  had  a  popularity  which  this  has 
not,  and  because  positions,  supported  by  facts, 
are  entitled  to  more  credit,  than  those  supported 
by  mere  argument.  Upon  this  subject,  I  beg 
leave  to  read  a  few  passages  from  two  letters 
from  Dr.  Franklin,  then  our  Minister  in  France. 
The  first  is  dated  December  23, 1782,  in  which 
he  says :       « 

"  Friday  last  an  order  was  given  to  furnish  me  with 
600,000  iiTres  immediately,  and  I  was  assured  by  M.^ 
Veigennes,  that  the  rest  of  the  6,000,000  should  be 
paid  us  quarterly  in  the  course  of  the  year  1789.  I 
pressed  hard  for  the  whole  sum  demanded,  bat  was 
told  it  was  impossible. 

*<  Our  people  certainly  ought  to  do  mpre  for  them- 
selves. It  is  absurd  the  pretending  to  be  loven  of 
liberty,  and  grudge  paying  for  the  defence  of  it.  The 
foundation  for  credit  abroad  should  be  laid  at  home  v 
and  certain  funds  should  be  prepared  and  established 
befoKhand  for  the  regular,  payment,  M  least  of  the 
interest." 

In  another  letter,  dated  March  15, 1783,  after 
speaking  on  the  subject  of  the  French  loan,  he 
says : 

'<  I  abstain  from  repeating  here  the  other  parts  of 
the  Count  da  Vergennes'  despatches,  whidh  I  had  the- 
honor  to  communicate,  because  the  truths  thej  oon* 
tain  are  well  known  to  you,  and  because  they  may  all 
be  reduced  to  this  single  position,  that  without  » 
speedy  establishment  of  solid  general  revenue^  and 
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«taet  perlbimanee  of  th«  eogagemeiite  which  Con-    which,  thoagh  jast,  you  will  not  hare  it  in  yoor 


gTWt  have  made,  yon  most  Tcnonnce  the  espectatlon 
of  louis  in  Bnrope." 

Ajrain,  sir,  in  an  address  of  Congress,  Decem- 
ber 16, 1782,  to  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  pre- 
pared by  a  committee,  coosistiag  of  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton, Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Fitz^mmons,  we 
have  these  remarkabla  expressions:  "Onr  appli- 
^  cations  to  the  foreign  Powers,  on  whose  friend- 1 
'  ship  we  depend,  hare  had  a  snccesss  far  short 
<  of  our  necesshies.  The  next  resource  is  to  bor- 
^  row  from  individuals.    These  wilt  neither  he 

*  actuated  by  generosity  nor  reasons  of  State.  'Tis 

*  to  their  interest  alone  we  must  appeal.  To  con- 
'  ciliate  this,  we  must  nut  only  stipulate  a  proper 
'  compensation  for  what  they  lend,  but  we  must 
'give  security  for  the  performance.    We  must 

*  pled^^e  an  ascertained  fund ;  simple  and  produc- 
'  tive  in  iu  nature,  general  in  its  principle,  and 

*  at  the  disposal  of  a  single  will." 

If  at  that  day  neither  patriotism  or  reasons  of 
State  would  induce  individuals  to  loan  you  mo- 
ney, can  you  expect  them  to  do  it  now?  Sir, 
you  will  not  obtain  it.  It  is  impossible.  Your 
army,  of  course,  will  not  be  punctually  paid,  and 
public  credit  will  be  impaired. 

It  now  remains  to  show  that  a  revolution  will 
follow,  and  the  Government  be  converted  into  a 
military  despotism.  And  here  asain,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, I  will  recur  to  facts  derived  from  the  history 
of  the  Revolution.  The  sufferings  aad  patriot- 
ism of  the  Revolutionary  army  are  well  known. 
But  their  patriotism  was  tried  to  the  utmost  point 
of  endufanoe.  To  show  this,  I  will  read  a  pas- 
sage from  a  memorial  presented  by  the  army,  to 
Congress,  in  December,  1782 :  ''Our  distresses  are 
'  now  brought  to  a  point ;  we  have  borne  all  that 
'  men  can  bear ;  our  property  is  expended ;  our 
*•  private  resources  are  at  an  end;  and  our  friends 
'  are  wearied  out  with  our  incessant  applications. 
'  We,  therefore,  most  seriously  and  earnestly  beg 


power  to  grant}  they  will  take  Justice  into  their 
own  hands,  and  under  some  popular  leader,  after 
scenes  of  horror,  devastation,  and  blood,  they  will 
convert  yotir  Governmenf  into  a  military  des- 
potism. 

I  am  aware  it  will  be  said,  that  it  is  intended< 
to  provide  a  system  of  revenue  for  this  pornose* 
I  doubt  not  the  intention^  but  I  do  and  must  doubt 
the  execution.  With  this  intention,  as  we  were- 
informed,  such  a  systlem  was  reported  at  the  last 
session.  Why  was  it  not  then  adopted  ?  Why 
has  it  not  been  acted  on  at  thisi  These,  sir,  are 
questions,  which  it  is  not  for  me  to  answer.  The 
public  must  and  will  judee  for  themselves.  Thua 
much,  I  may  say.  that  the  reasons  which  have 
hitherto  prevented  tbe  adoption  of  such  a  system, 
will  not  onlv  continue  to  operate,  but  will  in- 
crease by  delay. 

Mr.  ChairmAn,  I  will  detain  you  but  a  moment 
longer.  I  have  always  been  opposed  to  this  war. 
I  am  now  opposed  to  its  continuance.  The  re- 
sponsibility, therefore,  for  its  faithful  prosecution, 
and  successful  termination,  rests  not  on  me.  I 
am,  however,  equally  interested  in  the  etelit, 
with  those  who  made  it ;  and  I  call  upon  them, 
as  they  regard  the  interest,  the  happiness,  and 
future  welfare  of  the  country,  to  take  reasonable 
and  effectual  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  credit. 

Do  not,  by  rashness,  or  extravagance,  bring  our 
excellent  Constitution  into  disrepute.  A  Consti- 
tution, the  great  excellence  of  which  consists,  in 
a  wise,  faithful,  provident,  and  impartial  admin- 
istration; a  Constitution,  which,  under  the  ans- 
pices  of  a  Washington,  is  calculated  to  diffuse 
happiness  throughout  the  community ;  to  give  to 
agriculture,  a  rich  reward  for  its  labors ;  to  man- 
ufactures, encouragement;  and  to  commerce,  te- 
tension  and  protection. 
But,  sir,  a  Constitution,  which,  under  the  ans- 


that  a  supply  of  money  may  be  forwarded  to    pices  of  other  men,  may   take  bread  from  the 


^  the  army  as  soon  as  possible.    The  uneasiness 

*  of  the  soldiers  for  waht  of  pay,  .is  great  and 

*  dangerous;  and  further  experiments  on  their 
'  patience  may  have  fatal  effects." 

Well,  sir,  what  followed  1  Why,  on  the  10th 
of  March  (then)  next,  the  famous  anonymous 
letter,  written,  if  fame  does  not  belie  him,  by  the 
very  man  who  is  to  have  the  direction  of  vour 
war  operations,  was  industriously  circulated 
through  the  army.  A  flame  was  kindled,  which 
nothing  but  the  commandinff  influence  of  Wabb- 
iMOTON,  aided  by  his  general  officers,  could  have 
extinguished. 

Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  learn  wisdom,  by  expe- 
rience. If  you  will  have  an  armv,  for  Heaven's 
sake  make  prompt  and  effectual  provision  for 
their  pay  and  subsistence.  Depend  not  upon 
loans.  Expose  not  again  the  linerties  of  your 
country.  At  the  head  of  your  army,  yon  will 
not  have  a  Washington ;  you  ^ill  not  have  aol- 
diera  actuated  by  the  same  motives  of  patriotism; 
you  will  not  have  the  same  apology  lor  neglect- 
ing to  pay  them.  They  will  commence  by  com- 
piainta ;  they  will  load  y^ur  table  with  pi^tioaa, 


mouth  of  labor ;  protect  commerce,  by  its  total 
annihilation ;  secure  peace,  by  perpetual  wars ; 
and  render  the  people  happy  and  contented,  be* 
cause  deprived  of  every  solid  and  substantial  en- 
joyment, they  will  have  nothing  more  to  lose.' 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  received  from  our 
fathers  a  rich  and  valuable  inheritance;  we  are 
bound  to  transmit  it  to  our  children,  as  valuable, 
at  least,  as  we  received  it.  Let  us  not.  then,  en- 
cumber it  with  a  mortgage  of  ours,  which  it  will 
not  be  in  their  power  to  redeem. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bigelow's 
motion  oy  ayes  and  noes,  and  determined  as  fol- 
lows—ayes 23,  noes  61. 

The  question  was  then  put  to  fill  the  first  blank 
with  the  word  ''sixteen,"  and  carried. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "dollars,"  these  words, 
^  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  —  per  cent, 
per  annum." 

He  said  his  motive  for  offering  this  amendment 
was  to  put  some  limits  to  the  enormous  powera 
proposed  to  be  devolved  upon  the  President  by  thia 
piU ;  thatalthough  his  own  opinion  was  decidedly 
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•gainst  earryiog  on  tbU  war  by  meaof  of  loans, 
obtained  at  a  greater  than  the  ordinarv  rate  of 
interest,  yet  he  had  left  the  amendment  blank,  in 
order  that,  at  this  time,  gentlemen  might  not  be 
entramelled  by  any  particular  limits^  and  that  the 
principle  might  be  tested  whether  the  majority 
of  this  Honse  are  disposed  to  plaoe  any  bounds, 
whatever,  to  the  authority  of  the  Executive  to 
borrow  money,  or  whether  he  is  to  be  permitted 
lo  do  it,  at  whatever  extravagant  rate  of  interest 
he  may  think  fit.  If  the  latter  opinion  prevailed, 
he  could  not  concur  in  it,  because  he  thought  it 
a  dangerous  discretion  with  which  to  invest  the 
Bxecutive :  a  powor  that  nothing  should  induce 
jQs  to  devolve  on  that  great  branch  of  the  Qov- 
ernroent,  but  a  desperate  necessity,  which  he  pre- 
sumed would  not  be  contended  at  this  time  to 
exist.  Mr.  M.  said,  that  the  honorable  Chair- 
man oi  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
referred  fw  a  precedent  to  past  times;  it  was 
extraordinary  that  at  every  step  of  our  progress 
gentlemen  were  running  back  with  eagerness  to 
precedents  of  Federal  times  \  they  seem  to  have 
forgotten,  that  it  was  by  representing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  dominant  party  at  that  day,  as 
most  dangerous  and  alarming  to  civil  liberty  and 
Ihe  interests  of  the  people,  that  they  removed 
them  from  power  and  succeeded  to  their  places ; 
and  yet,  now,  whenever  an  objection  was  uken 
to  any  measure,  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  sup- 
port It  hj  argument,  if  a  precedent  could  be  found 
in  the  history  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  had  no  agency  in  public  affiiirs  at 
the  time  alluded  to,  nor  did  he  consider  himself 
bound  by  every  transaction  of  that  day.  Some 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  party,  to  whose  princi« 
pies  and  measures  he  was  i^enerally  attached, 
were  not  perfectly  correct  in  themselves,  and 
others  were' calculated  to  offend  the  sense  of 
the  community,  and  occasion  a  transfer  of  the 
powers  of  the  Uovernment  to  other  hands.  Now, 
ihe  measures  of  Federal  days,  which  the  present 
majority  then  most  loudlv  condemned,  are  those 
which,  notwithstanding  all  that  they  have  hereto- 
fore said,  and  with  the  benefits  of  experience  be- 
fore them,  they  are  most  anxious  to  copy.  The 
Federalists  are  charged  with  maintaining  that 
the  Executive  was  the  weakest  branch  of  the 
Oovernment,  and  with  dispositions,  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  improperly  to  en- 
large its  powers. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.  whatever  may  have  been  for- 
mer opinions  on  this  head,  1  believe  the  doctrine 
of  the  President's  power  being  too  small,  re- 
ceives daily  evidence  of  its  fallacy  in  the  meas- 
ures of  the  present  times;  for  unquestionably  a 
disposition  prevails  to  increase  it  constantly  hj 
our  acts,  while  the  immense  enlargement  of  this 
sphere  of  patronage  and  other  circumstances  ari- 
sing out  of  a  state  of  war,  are  of  themselves  cal- 
culated to  do  it  mosi  dangerously  without  our 
aid. 

It  is  time  to  avert,  wherever  we  can,  the  pro- 
gress we  are  making,  by  imperceptible  degrees  in 
some  instances,  and  by  extravagant  grants  in 
others,  to  increase  a  prerogative  which  ail  expe- 


rience shows  us  is  groat  enough  already, and  suf- 
ficiently inclined  to  increase  without  unnecessa- 
rily transferring  to  him,  by  exoress  acts,  the  pow- 
ers of  the  other  branches  of  the  Govemment. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  would  make  a  remark  or  two  on 
what  had  fallen  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  as  to  the  merits  of 
this  bill  as  a  means  of  supplying  funds  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war.  His  own  opinion  was,  that  the 
majority  ought  to  have  redeemed  the  pledge  thef 
gave  to  the  holders  of  public  debt  and  to  the  na- 
tion, at  the  last  session,  with  respect  to  the  impo- 
sition of  taxes ;  and  that  without  bottomiD|f  a  re- 
sort to  loans  upon  some  adequate  seeuritv  for 
the  repayment,  he  did  believe  the  very  large 
amounts  proposed  to  be  borrowed  for  the  service 
of  the  present  and  ensuing  year,  could  not  be  had. 
The  honorable  Chairmaa  had  felicitated  him- 
self much  on  the  success  of  the  late  loan.  Mr. 
M.  thought  there  were  no  just  grounds  of  exul- 
tation when  it  was  considered,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  amount  of  unemployed  capital  in 
the  couatrv,  the  proposed  security  of  taxes,  and 
its  being  the  first  requisition  of  the  sort,  the  loan 
had  been  subscribed  very  slowly,  and  the  whole 
amount  was  not,  perhaps,  even  at  this  late  period 
obtained.  He  Imagined  that  if  the  Head  of  the 
Treasury  Department  were  appealed  to.  he  would 
not  say  that  even  the  amount  obtained  was  pro- 
cured with  very  great  facility.  He  would  acknow- 
ledge that  journeys  on  bis  part,  much  personal 
solicitation,  and  appeal  after  appeal  to  moneyed 
institntioBs  were  necessarv,  before  they  could  be 
brought  to  extend  their  sunscriptioos  to  the  wish- 
ed for  amount;  and  i^ow  it  is  expected,  that  after 
an  abandonment  of  the  pledge  with  respeet  to 
internal  taxes,  and  when  so  much  capital  bad 
already  been  drawn  into  public  use,  additional 
loans  to  the  extent,  including  the  Treasury  notes, 
of  $21,000,000  could  be  had  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year.  The  city  which  he  (Mr.  M.)  re- 
presented, it  was  said,  could  fumisn  the  whole 
sum.  He  did  not  believe  it.  If  his  information 
was  correct,  the  banks  of  that  citv,  that  were 
wHling  to  subscribe  to  war  loans,  had  gone  to 
the  extent  it  was  convenient  for  them  to  lend, 
and  he  did  not  suppose,  that,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, private  capital,  to  any  such  extent, 
could  be  diverted  from  other  methods  of  employ- 
ment to  this.  He  knew  it  might  be  answered.  If 
th^  there' is  a  dittculty  in  obtaining  the  money, 
why  not  give  the  discretion  as  to  the  rate  of  in- 
terest, which  this  amendment  will  take  away  ? 
He  would  reply,  because  a  resort  to  loans,  exeln- 
sively,  the  contracting  of  a  national  debt,  and 
that  too,  without  proposing  any  means,  whatever, 
of  repayment,  is  wholly  inexpedient  and  impoli- 
tic, hut  to  borrow  at  an  extrarsgant  interest  is 
still  wor8e,aod  if  it  should  become  indispensable, 
s6  dangerous  a  power  should  not  be  given  to  the 
President  without  a  specific  limit  to  its  exercise 
in  the  body  of.  the  bill.  Besides,  he  objected  to 
the  want  of  explicit ness  in  this  bill.  It  was  cal- 
culated to  conceal  from  the  people  the  mode  in 
which  resources  were  raised,  for,  as  the  rate  ot 
interest  is  aot  prescribed,  and  the  power  of  sell- 


881 


mSTORT  or  OONaUBSB. 


882 


JanuarTi  1813. 


Loan  BiU. 


R.  OP  R. 


ing  stock  for  any  nric*  is  varestrtiiiedly  given 
to  the  President,  the  people  mi^ht  p«y  twenty 
per  cent  for  the  loans,  end  the  fact  oe  in  great 
measure  concealed  from  their  view,  by  the  man- 
ner in  ^which  the  business  might  be  conducted' 
He  vws  opposed  to  placing  any  such  confidence 
in  the  Ezecutire  when  we  could  so  easily  our- 
•elres  act  definitely  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cbeves  thought  that  some  of  the  remarks 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
made,  were  a  reflection  upon  the  moral  integrity 
of  the  Executive.  He  said,  that,  however  gen- 
tlemen mi^ht  differ  from  tne!Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  Union,  in  political  sentiment,  yet  he  be- 
liered  it  was  unequivocally  acknowled^^ed  by  all, 
that  his  private  character  was  as  amiable  as  it 
'Was  irreproachable;  that— 

Mr.  MiLMOB  here  czplaiaed|  that  he  intended 
no  reflection  upon  the  moral  virtues  of  the  Pres- 
ident. His  remarks  were  designed  to  have  a 
bearing  upon  the  public  character  of  that  officer 
as  a  public  man,  and  that  however-exalted,  how- 
ever pu  re  the  character  of  any  Bzecuiive,  it  wa^, 
it  Biust  always  bcL  dangei<ous  to  invest  him  with 
powers  not  absolotely  UMde  neeessery  by  the 
necessity  ef  circumstanjccs,  and  especially  when 
these  powecs,  from  their  magnitude,  were  liable 
to  abtt^  and  consequently  extensive  public 
iojary. 

Mr.  Cbbtbb  acknowledged  thcf  candor  of  the 
sentlemaa  from  Pennsylvania.    He  said,  it  bad 
been  urged  that  the  records  of  Federal  times 
were  resorted  to  for  precedents — so  far  as  he  ap- 
pTored  of  these  precedents,  he  deemed  it  very 
proper  to  resort  to  them,  and  no  further.    Some 
ne  approved,  others  he  did  not.    He  thought  it 
best  that  the  conduct  of  France,  in  1796,  Aonld 
have  been  repressed  as  it  was  at  that  time— but 
the  measure  of  the  eight  per  cent,  loan  never  had 
his  approbation.    He  would  observe,  that  if  the 
rate  of  interest  were  fixed  at  eight  per  cent,  in 
this  bill,  Qovernment  would  not  be  able  to  pro- 
cure the  money  at  less ;  but  if  left  unrestricted 
on  this  point,  it  was  bis  opinTion  the  loan  would 
be  effected  at  six,  or  a  little  over  six  per  cent. 
With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  observations  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  which  assumed  for  iu 
ground  the  likelihood  of  the  increase  of  Bxecu- 
tive  patronage,  arising  from  the  threefold  power 
of  borrowing,  Mr.  Crepliedj  that  the  objection 
would  fall  to  the  ground  upon  a  due  considera- 
tion of  the  circumstance  in  all  its  aspects ;  for 
if  the  lender  should  receive  no  more  than  the 
Gbvernment  was  obliged  to  give,  then  no  favor, 
no  patronase  whatsoever,  was  extended  to  him. 
While  on  toe  other  hand,  if  the  Executive  gave 
him  more  than  he  was  authorized  to  give,  it 
would  amount  to  such  a  gross  and  fraudulent 
breach  of  duty,  as  it  would  not  be  either  just  or 
decent  to  suppose  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
country  capable  of  committing:.'  It  would  not  be, 
as  the  honorable  genilemaa  insinuated,  patronage, 
for  patronage  was  not  the  usurped  exercise  of 
uaauchoriz^  power,  but  the  legal  right  and  pri- 
vilege of  dispensing  places,  preferments,  and  other 
advantages,  which  the  Legislature  contemplated, 


and  the  laws  of  the  country  enacted  and  au- 
thorized. 

The  question  wa?;  then  put  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Milnor,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Tallmaoob  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  first  section,  ^  Provided 
that  no  such  stock  shall  be  sold  under  par." 

Mr.  T.  remarked,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  House 
had  refused  to  limit  the  rate  of  interest,  he  pre- 
sumed they  could  hare  no  objection  to  grant  the 
limitation  proposed  by  his  amendment,  not  to  sell 
any  part  ot  the  stock  under  par.  In  support  of 
this  opinion,  he  stated  that  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  authorizing  the  loan  of  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,  although  it  expressly  limited  the  rate  of 
interest  to  six  per  cent.,  yet  provided  that  no  sac- 
rifice should  be  made  on  the  principal.  Nor^  said 
Mr.  T.,  is  this  bv  any  means  a  novel  provision. 
If  geaileinen  will  examine  the  statute  book,  they 
will  find  no  hyr  on  the  subject  of  loans,  giv- 
ing to  the  Executive  the  latitude  contemplated 
by  this  bill.  If  my  amendment  should  be  rejected, 
said  Mr.  T.,  you  will  vest  the  President  with 
power  to  issue  stock  to  an  unlimited  amount,  with 
an  unlimited  rate  of  interest,  and  a  power  to  sell 
at  an  unlimited  price.  These  powers  were  too 
great  to  vest  in  tne  hands  of  any  Executive  offi- 
cer, however  exalted,  and  however  pure-  may  be 
his  character.  The  precedent  is  a  dangerous  one, 
and  the  character  and  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
meht  do  not  call  for  this  sacrifice.  If  you  add  to 
this  another  feature  in  this  bill,  allowing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  tort^  thousand  dol- 
lars, by  way  of  commission,  for  filling  this  stock 
in  the  market,  the  bill  becomes  doubly  objection- 
able. He  would  not  consent  to  tax  his  constitu- 
ents for  the  payment  of  such  a  loan,  even  when 
the  objects  fbr  which  it  might  be  wanted  were  of 
a  less  objectionable  nature. 

Mr.  C7bev£8  encountered  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Tallmaooe,  not  with  the  denial  of  the  possibility 
of  abusej  against  which  it  might  perhaps  be  diffi- 
cult in  any  given  case  to  find  a  positive  and  effi- 
cient remedy,  but  by  insisting,  that,  supposing 
abuse  contemplated,  the  honorable  gentleman's 
proposed  amendment  afforded  no  sort  of  remedy 
against  it-*the  most  that  it  could  do^  being  o.nly 
to  take  aWay  one  mode  of  three,  which  the  law 
provided,  of  exercising  an  unrestricted  power  to 
Dorfow  on  the  best  terms  attainable.  The  three 
modes  to  which  he  alluded  were — 1.  To  sell  the 
stock;  2.  To  increase  the  interest ;  and,  3.  To  give 
a  premium,  or,  as  it  is  common Iv  called,  a  bonus. 
In  any  one  of  these  modes,  the  President  had  the 
power  to  bii^d  the  United  States  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  he  could  by  the  use  of  them  all  together. 
What,  then,  Mr.  C  asked,  could  be  done  by  tak- 
ing away  the  first  ?  Nothing  at  all,  conducive  to 
the  object  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  purview. 
Prevent  abuse  it  could  not,  while  it  woulu  deprive 
the  borrower  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
means  of  varying  his  efforts  to  procure  the  loan, 
and  entirely  take  away  one  mode  of  obtaining  it 
on  the  most  advantageous  terms. 

The  question  was  tnen  put  on  Mr.TALLMADoa's 
motion,  and  negatived. 
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Mr.  Cbbv£8  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  io  the 
second  section,  with  the  words  '^  forty  thousand 
dollars." 

Mr.  Tallmadge  opposed  this,  as  a  sum  by  lar 
too  great  to  be  given  as  a  commission  for  negoti- 
ating the  loan ; — forty  thousand  dollars  was  one- 
fourth  per  cent,  on  sixteen  millions.  He  thought 
one-eighth  an  ample  compensation.  He  theretore 
moved  to  strike  out  the  word  '*  one*fourtb,"  and 
insert,  instead,  *'one-eighlh." — Negatived. 

The  Spbakbr  said,  that,  if  no  other  amendment 
were  proposed,  the  question  would  be  on  engross- 
ing the  bill. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  he  wished  till  to-morrow  to 
prepare  an  amendment  he  would  then  propose; 
to  which  Mr.  Gbevbs  acceded. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again 
on  the  bill  for  issuing  Treasury  notes  for  1813 ; 
and  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  Mon- 
day. 

Monday,  January  25. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
law  for  calling  out  the  militia,  dc^c,  as  amended 
by  this  House,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bond  pre5ented  five  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Illinois  Territory,  requesting  their 
Delegate  in  Congress  to  procure  (he  passage  of  a 
resolution  declaratory  of  the  intention  of  Congress 
with  respect  to  the  ultimate  disposition  of  the 
saline  lands  in  said  Territory ;  that  he  will  cause 
Congress  to  allow  the  introduction  of  slaves  into 
said  Territory,  to  be  employed  in  the  salt  works; 
or  that  money  may  be  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  opening  roads  to  the  said  salt  works ;  and 
that  he  will  cause  measures  to  be  taken  with  re- 
spect to  the  lands  set  aside  for  the  use  of  schools. 

Ordered.  That  the  three  first  resolutions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  that  the  two  last  resolutions  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Hawes,  Mr.  Botler,  Mr.  De- 
sha, and  Mr.  Mbtcalf,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  were  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  report  of  tae  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  made  on  the  2d  of 
December  last,  relative  to  an  extension  of  the 
time  limited  by  law  for  the  payment  of  lands  pur- 
chased of  the  United  States;  and  the  report  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

ADDITIONAL  MILITARY  FORCB. 

The  House  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
,    ate  to  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  military 

force  for  one  year. 
^       [The  amendment  requires  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  in  all  appointments  which  shall  be 
made  under  it,  during  the  time  that  body  shall  be 
in  session.] 

Mr.  Williams  having  stated  the  entire  concur- 
rence of  the  Military  Committee  in  this  amend- 
ment it  was  adopted  without  a  division. 


LOAN  BILL. 

« 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Loan  bill. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  provision  authorizing  the  loan,  tbe 
words  "at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per 
cent,  per  annum." 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ranoolpb, Mr.MiL- 
NOR  modified  nis  motion,  so  as  to  leave  the  rate  of 
interest  blank. 

The  question  on  the  motion  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TxAS — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanoa 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden^ 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Oold,  Edwin 
Gray,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Philip  B. 
Kay*  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Archibald  McBryde,  James 
Miinor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jnn.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qniney,  John 
Randolph,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  WilHam  Rodman,  Dan- 
iel Sheffev,  Lewis  B.  Storgea,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Talbnadge,  Uri  Tracyt  Laban  MTheaton,  Leon- 
aid  Whiter  and  Thomaa  Wibon— 87. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enaon  Archer*  Daniel  Avery,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  BorweU 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  BUckladgv,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  WilUam   A.  Barwell,    William   Bntler, 
Francis  Carr,  Langdon  Chevaa,  James  Cochran,  John 
Clopton,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutta,  Roger  Da- 
vis, John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dimunoor, 
Ellas  Earle,  William  Findley,  Thomas  Gholson,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Wm.  Lowndes^ 
Aaron  Lyie,  George  C.  Maxwell,  William  McCoy,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Aranah  Metcal^  Samuel  L.  Miichill, 
Jamas  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hngh  Nelson,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  WilUam  Piper,  Jamas 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Thomas  B.  Roberteon, 
John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Lem« 
uel  Sawyer,  EbeneMr  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Say- 
bert,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WiUiams,  and  Richard 
Winn— 66, 

Mr.  MiLNOR  then  renewed  the  motion  in  the 
form  in  which  he  first  proposed  it,  riz :  lo  insert 
§ixper  cent,  per  annum. 

This  motion  was  also  modified  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Pitkin,  by  adding  thereto  the  words 
'*  payable  qnarterly-y early." . 

And  the  question  thereon  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays.  For  the  motion  36,  against  it  69,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanos 
Bleacker,  Jam'ea  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epa- 
phroditus Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomaa  B. 
Cooke,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  iaaea 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  QoM,  Edwin  Gray. 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jaokaon»  junior,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Archibald  MAiyde^Jamea  Miinor, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosel«r,  Joseph  Peaiaon,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Elisha  R.  rotter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, Henry  M.  Ridgely,  William  Rodman.  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Samuel  Taggail»  Benjamin 
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Tallmtdge,    Uri   Traej»  Laban   Wheftton,  Leonard 
White,  Kobert  WUtehiU,  and  Thomas  WUflon--^36. 

NiTB — Willis  Alston,  jun.»  William  Andenont  8te- 
Teneon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  BarweJl 
BasMitt,  WUiiam  W.  Bibb,  WUUam  Blackledge,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  John 
C.  Calhonn,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon  Cheyes,  James  Co- 
chran, William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghol- 
Bon,  Peterson )Goodw7n,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  HaU, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aytett  Hawes,  John  M. 
Hjmeman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William 
R.  King,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Atexander 
McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitcfaill,  Jame» 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow*   Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John 
Rhea  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Lemuel  Saw- 
yer, Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Wm.  Strong, 
John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  RichardWinn— 69. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  mored  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  to  the  first  section  the  following  words: 
"  Provided  that  no  such  stock  shall  be  sold  under 
par."  The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  motion  44,  against  it 
67,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  ATery,  John  Ba- 
ker, Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  Bur- 
weU, Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  fly, 
James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hulty,  Richard  Jackson, 
jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Archibald 
McBryde,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Munor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  EUsha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  William  Rodman,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Philip  Stu- 
art, Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  liaban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Thomas  Wilson-— 44. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Baeon,  David  Bard,  BurweU  Bassett,  WilHam  W. 
Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  WfUiam 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
Cbeves,  James  Cochran,  John  Cbpten,  William  Craw- 
ford^ Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  WilUam  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Meshack  Frsnklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green*  BdUing  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  WilUam  R.  King,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  WUliam  McCoy,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Ndson,  Anthony  New,  Israel  Pickens, 
WilUam  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,'  Berijamin  Pond, 
Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebeneier  Sage,  Lemuel  Savryer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  SUas  Stow,  WUliam  Strong,  John  Talia- 
ferro* George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  David  R. 
WUUams,  WUUam  Widgery,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  Rob- 
ert Wright— 67. 


a  power  to  borrow  money  at  an  unlimited  inter- 
est, and  a  power  to  go  into  the  market  and  sell 
at  what  price  he  pleased. 

This  power  was  unexampled.  In  1798,  when 
a  loan  of  five  mUlions  was  authorized,  and  in 
1800,  when  a  loan  of  three  and  a  half  miUions 
was  voted,  there  was  a  restrictive  clause  in 
those  acts  which  prevented  the  President  from 
seUing  the  stock  under  par.  And  surely,  said 
Mr.  P..  if  such  a  provision  was  thousrht  necessary 
then,  toe  reason  is  much  more  forcible  when  the 
power  is  three  times  greater  than  was  ever  be- 
fore given  to  the  President.  He  would  just  add 
that  the  amendment  he  should  now  propose  was 
not  a  novel  one — as  the  Commissioners  of  Loans, 
as  well  as  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fond,  are  obliged  to  submit  to  this  House  an  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings. 

Mr.  Pitkin  then'  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment as  a  new  section  to  the  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  cause  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress, vrithin  (wenty  days  after  the  commencement  of 
their  next  session,  an  sccount  of  all  the  moneju  ob- 
tained by  the  sale  of  the  certificates  of  stock,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  giveA  him  by  the  preceding  section,  to- 
gether with  a  statement  of  the  rate  at  which  the  same 
may  hav^  been  sold. 

On  thii:  amendment  Mr.  Pitkin  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Chcves  objected  to  the  shape,  but  not  the 
principle  of  this  amendment;  he  thought  iivery 
proper  that  the  President  should  be  accountable 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  used  the  power  vested 
in  him  by  this  bill.  Congress  might  possibly  be 
called  together  sooner  than  the  Constitutional 
period.  But  supposing  this  should  not  be  the 
fact;  yet  they  would  be  called  together  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  loan  would  not  be 
completed.  So  long  as  the  loan  is  executory  the 
accountability  should  not  be  demanded.  It  is 
possible  there  is  no  precedent  ou  record  for  simi- 
lar power  given  to  the  President.  Whether  it 
was,  or  was  not  so,  Mr.  C.  did  not  deem  it  im- 
portant; vhe 'great  question  should  be,  whether 
any  more  power  is  given  to  the  President  over 
the  funds  of  the  United  States.  He  believed  the 
same  power,  though  differentljr  modified,  was 
constantly  given  to  him — and  this  arose  from  the 
nature  or  the  Government. 

Mr.  Pitkin  could  not  see  any  reasonable  ob- 
jection to  the  country  calling  whenever  they 
pleased  upon  the  public  stewards  to  gire  an  ac-^ 
count  of  their  stewardship.  He  was  wiUipg  to 
modify  the  amendment  so  as  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  honorable  gentleman.  He  would  alter  it 
so  as  to  re^d,  within  twenty  days  after  the  first 
of  December  next,  or  twenty  days  after  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,  if  it  should  not  meet  before 
the  time  fixed  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  said  he  really  oould  not  un- 
derstand what  objection— when  great  power,  and 
consequently  great  responsibility,  was  vested  in 
the  officers  of  Government — what  objection  gen- 


Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  rose  to  offer  an  amend-   ilemen  could  reasonably  make  to  those  officers 
ent.    This  bill,  he  observed,  gave  the  President  *  being  called  upon  at  any  and  at  all  times  to  ren- 
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der  an  account  of  the  manner  in  whieh  they  had 
executed  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and,  there- 
fore, he  eoald  not  agree  to  the  modification  of 
the  amendment  which  was  suggested  bf  the 
honorable  mover  of  it.  The  causes  for  this  pro- 
yision  were  various  apd  imperious ;  they  must  be 
obvious  to  every  understanding  when  the  manner 
of  their  discharging  their  trust  was  known;  it 
might  furnish  good  cause  for  withdrawing^  any 
fbrther  confidence.  Mr.  R.  declared  that  he 
could  not  contemplate  the  very  extraordinary 
strong-handed  measures  that  were  pursuing,  or 
the  fate  of  every  attempt  made  by  him  to  oppose 
the  torrent,  witaout  feeling  at  times  a  doubt  of 
its  existence,  and  rather  imagine  that  he  himself 
was  laboring  under  a  temporarv  delusion  of  mind, 
than  that  such  things  coula  be  real*  Every 
restriction  upon  the  undue  exercise  of  power, 
suggested  b3f  the  vigilant  guardians  of  the  public, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  be  ever  jealous,  was  resisted 
as  if  it  were  treasonable,  and  as  pertinaciously 
opposed,  as  if  entertaining  a  doubt  of  the  purity 
ot  the  Executive  were  thought  an  insult  to  the 
House.  And  who,  he  demanded,  were  those 
that  were  the  uniform  opponents  of  ^very  re- 
striction thus  offered  ?  Why,  those  very  petsoos 
who  choose  to  call  themselves  by  the  name  of 
Republicans.  He  would  not  dispute  the  name 
with  them,  nor  would  he  enter  at  large  into  the 
subject  at  this  stage  of  the  businesa;  but  return 
again  to  the  point  from  which  he  set  out,  and 
say  that  he  should  be  ^lad  to  hear  from  some  other 
gentlemen  what  possible  cause  of  objection  they 
could  imagine  to  the  proposition  now  before  the 
House.  What  a  strange  sort  of  a  guardian  to  an 
infant  Republic  must  he  be,  to  lay  it  down  as' a 
role  to  disclaim  the  calling  on  the  agenu  of  its 
property,  to  account  for  their  trust. 

If  in  private  life  such  a  thing  took  place  it 
would,  be  viewed  at  least  with  suspicion,  and 
considered  as  having  a  very  dishonest  aspect ; 
and  when  the  minor  came  of  age,  would  serve  as 
an  abundant  motive  to  him  for  thinking  that  he 
had  not  been  faithfully  dealt  by. 

Mr.  Stow  said,  the  great  object  of  the  proposed 
amendment  was  to  guard  against  any  corrupt  use. 
of  the  confidence  thus  reposed  in  the  Executive. 
If  only  information  was  wanted,  the  House  had 
power  to  call  for  it  at  any  period  they  pleased. 
He  would  move  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment—to strike  out  the  words,  "  within  twenty 
days  after  the  next  meeting  of  Congre^"— and 
insert,  "  within  twenty  days  after  the  1st  Monday 
in  February.  1814." 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
amendment  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitkin. 

Mr.  Pitkin  declared,  that  he  could  not  consent 
to  throw  back  the  time  so  far  as  February,  1814. 
He  thought  he  was  full  liberal  enough,  m  con- 
senting.to  place  it  at  December. 

Mr.  Cbeveb  said,  that  instead  of  being  aston- 
ished at  the  opposition  made  to  the  amendment, 
he  would  have  been  surprised  that  any  one  should 
acquiesce  in  it — one  should  expect  that  a  prin- 
ciple so  extraordinary  should  be  introduced.  It 
has  been  the  fashion  to  call  for  precedents,  and 


he  now  defied  gentlemen  to  produce  a  precedent 
for  the  measure  that  was  ofiered.  He  was  sur- 
prised, and  could  not  but  regret,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  reflected  upon  the  Re- 
publicans. In  common  charity,  he  would  believe 
that  gentleman  a  Republican,  because  he  says  be 
is  one;  for  himself,  lie  did  not  enter  into  any 
man's  bosom  to  divine  his  rootiyes. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  was  happy,  generally,  to 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  and  in 
the  present  ins^nce,  if  at  any  time  after  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  before  February  next,  ha  would 
show  there  had  been  any  abuse  of  the  power  thus 
confided  to  the  President,  he,  for  one,  would  eome 
forward  and  support  him. 

He  reminded  the  eentleman,  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  wans  should  be  in  session  at 
least  two  months  before  they  could  properly  ar- 
range and  digest  the  great  variety  of  business 
before  them.  Should  gentlemen  insist  upon  the 
information  in  December,  he  believed  it  would 
be  impossible  to  gratify  rhem — ^for  in  the  same 
month,  this  session,"  nothing  was  done  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.-  Some  time 
being  always,  requisite  to  leara  what  they  had  to 
do«  He  entirely  agreed  with  gentlemen  in  prin- 
ciple on  'the  resolution  offered,  and  demanded 
only  so  much  time  as  would  be  necessary  to  carry 
the  resolution  into  effect.  He  would  also  remark, 
that  the  ioaa  would  not,  in  all  probability,  be 
completed  by  the  time  fixed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connectioui-^henee  the  impracticability  of 
furnishing  the  statements  asked  for. 

Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  developing,  from  time 
to  time,  the  terms  on  which  loans  were  effected, 
might  be  injurious  to  the  Qovernment,  by 
prevenltng  their  getting  the  money  at  a  lower 
rate  than  they  otherwise  would ;  and,  in  acting 
thus,  we  copied  the  example  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, who  intrusted  to  tneir  Minister  the  power 
of  effecting  the  loan  in  the  best  manner  he  could, 
and  his  wgain  was  never  diseredited  by  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  RANooLPB-sald  he  should  not  again  have 
thought  of  troubling  the  House,  had  he  not  been 
calicid  up  by  some  remarks  made  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  pn>- 
fessional  habits  of  that  honorable  gentleman  had 
given  him  an  advantage  over  fiim  (Mr.  Ran- 
noLPs)  which  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge; 
for,  with  a  dexterity  still  more  surprising  than 
could  be  to  that  honorable  gentleman  the  acqui- 
escence in  the  motion,  which  he  said  would  have 
scirprised  him  so  much,  he  had  contrived  to  shake 
out  of  his  (Mr.  Ranoolpb's)  head,  more  meaa- 
ing  than  he  ever  thought  had  existed  there.  Mr. 
R.  said,  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin  was  so 
excessively  reasonable,  that  if  the  honorable  gea- 
tleman  had  not  said  so,  he  could  not  have  believed 
it  possible  that  its  being  acceded  to,  coald  be 
matter  of  astonishment-^for  his  ovni  part  he 
must  say,  that  when  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion,  and  who  it  appears  from 
that  knew  the. disposition  of  the  House  better 
than  he  did.  demanded  to  hare  the  question  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  he  was  greatly  surprised,  cot- 
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ceiying  there  could  be  no  possible  objection  to  it, 
and  that  every  member  in  the  House  would  have 
acceded  to  it^  and  none  sooner  than  the  honorable 
gentleman  himself,  who  opposed  it.  As  to  the 
epithet  so  pertinaciously  assumed  by  ail,  and 
which  I  am  supposed  to  assume,  said  Mr.  R.,  no 
less  than  others,  I  mean  that  of  Republican,  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  the  House,  that  I  pretend  to  lay  no 
exclusive  claim  to  it ;  in  its  technical  sense,  I  lay 
no  claim  at  all  to  it;  for  I  consider  it,  sir,  as  being 
(to  speak  in  the  language  of  a  certain  President 
who  was  as  fond  of  patronage  and  big  loans  as 
any  other  President,  present  or  past)  a  something, 
which,  in  practice,  may  mean  anything,  or  noth- 
ing. The  honorable  gentleman  had  gone  beyond 
his  usual  courtesy  in  acceding,  though  but  in 
theory,  to  the  accountability  of  the  Executive— 
but  be  gave  it  so  long  a  prorogation,  that  all  Che 
mischief  mi^bt  be  done  in  the  mean  time,  and 
when  the  mischief  was  done,  what  use  would 
there  be  in  the  accountability  ?  It  would  be  ae- 
cordiuff  to  the  old  proverb  "shutting  the  stable 
door  after  the  steed  was  stolen^^'  If  no  accoun- 
tability attached  till  after  the  deed  was  done,  it 
would  be  equivalent  to  no  accountability  at  all, 
and  the  long  prorogation  proposed  by  the  honor 
rable  gentleman,  would  act  as  a  virtual  dissolu- 
tion of  it. 

I  will  saf,  sir,  what  I  have  more  than  once 
hinted  at — that  of  late  I  never  f  Ise  in  this  House, 
without  feeling  very  serious  cause  for  repentance. 
I  have  done,  sir.  ^ 

Mr.  GoLosBOROUGH  said,  he  presumed  the 
great  object  of  the  gentleman's  motion  was  to 
obtain  the  earliest  information,  and  if,  on  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  it  should  appear,  that  the 
loan  as  far  as  contemplated,  had  been  at  too  great 
a  sacrifice,  they  would  adopt  some  otker  mod« 
to  procure  the  balance-^this  would  be  the  usual 
course.  Mr.  G.  said,  when  get^tlemen  reeolleeted 
that  our  fiscal  yeaf  ended  on  the  30th  September, 
he  believed  they  would  agree  that  no  embarrasa- 
ment  would  result  in  asking  for  the  information 
soon  after  the  next  meeting  of  Congren. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  StoWs  mo* 
tioB,  was  earried-^yeas  75,  nays  37.  as  follows : 

Ybas — William  Andeiaon,  Stevenson  Arafaer,  Ban- 
id  Aveiy,  Esekiel  Bacon^Da^  Bard,  Bnrwell  Bas- 
sett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  BlaeUedge,  Robert 
Brows,  William  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoan,  Franks  Caxr,  Langdon  Cheves,  James  Coch- 
ran, Jolm  CloptoB,  Lewis  Condiet,  William  Crawibrd, 
Ridiard  Catts,  Boger  Datis,  Joseph  Beeha,  Samuel 
Binsmoor,  EUas  Barie,  WiUiam  Pmdiey,  James  Fisk, 
Meehack  Pranklhi,  Thomas  Oholson,  Petenon  Good- 
wyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  BolUng  HsH,  Obed  HsB,  Aylett 
Hftwee,  Joha  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joe; 
Kent,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacoek,  WiUiam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  WOliam  Me* 
Coy,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L. 
Mitehill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nel- 
son, AnUiony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Thomas  B.  Robmt- 
aouy  Jcrim  Rh^  Jonathan  Roberts,  Bbeneaer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybext,  Geoxge  Smith,  John  toifii»  Silaa  Stow,  Wii* 


liam  Strong,  John  TaUaferro,  George. M.  Troap, 
Charles  Tnmer  Jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Wfl- 
iams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

NAva — John  Baker,  Hermanns  Bleecker,  James 
Breckenridge,  BUjah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Dav- 
enport, jr.,  WUliam  Ely,  James  EmotI,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charlea  Goldaborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Jacob  Hnfty,  Ridiard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jon.,  Archibald  MoBryde,  James  MUnor,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Peazaon,  Timothy  Pitkin» 
jr.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph^ 
WUliam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  WUUam  Rodman* 
Daniel  Shefiey,  PhiUp  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Labaa  Wtkeaton, 
Leonard  White,and  Thomas  WUson. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  aa 
amended  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  was  then  put,  and  deci* 
ded*  in  the  affirmative — yeas  100,  nays  8,  aa  fol* 
lows: 

Tbas— WUUs  Alston,  jr.,  WUUam  Anderson,  Stev* 
ensoa  Archer,  Daniel  Av«iy,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  John 
Baker,  BurweU  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Btt»b,  WUUam 
Blackledge,  Hermanns  Bleeckisr,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  WUUam  A.  BurweU, 
WUUam  BnUer,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Can^ 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis 
Condiet,  WUUam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dav- 
eaport,  jr.,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  EUas  Earle,  WUliam  Ely,  WiUiam  Findley, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  'Ooldnborongh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Httlly,  John  M.  Uyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joe. 
Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Wm.  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBryde, 
WiUiam  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf, 
James  Miloor,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hu^  Nel* 
son,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  St^hen  Ormsby, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  WUUam  Piper,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjaaun  Pond, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiner,  John 
Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomaa 
B.  Robeitaon,  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  WiUiam 
Rodman,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Geeigs  Smith,  John  Smith,  PhiUp  Stuart,  SUas  Stow, 
Willmm  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  TUImadge,  George  M.T^oup,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Leonard  White,  David  R.  WUliams,  Thomaa 
WUson,  Richard  Wuin,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nays — ElqahBri|^m,  James  Cochran,  Asa  Ftteh» 
BoUing  HaU,  WUUam  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  John 
TaUaferro,  Robert  WhitehUl. 

Mr.  SHBPrsY  moved  to  add,  to  the  end  of  the 
second  section,  the  following  proviso:  "  provided 
that  no  part  of  the  said  stock  be  sold  for  less  than 
ten  per  cent,  under  par."  He  aaid  that  hitherto 
it  had  been  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
a()opt  no  principle  which  should  forbid  the  re- 
demption of  their  stock,  or  lessen  the  facility  of 
discharging  the  principal  of  any  debt  contracted, 
as  soon  as  the  resources  of  the  country  permitted. 
On  the  contrary,  it  had  been  a  general  object  not 
to  fasten  on  posterity  the  burdens  of  the  present 
times.    He  considered  the  question  now  fairly 


891 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


892 


H.  OF  R. 


Loan  BiU. 


January,  1813. 


before  the  Hoase,  whether  a  policy  to  just  and 
productive  of  so  maoy  beaeficial  consequences 
should  be  abandoned,  and  one  which  was  calcu* 
lated  to  increase  and  perpetuate  the  public  debt, 
adopted  in  its  stead.    The  power  granted  by  this 
bill  to  sell  our  stock  in  the  market  below  par  is 
new,  and  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  coun- 
try.   If  it  was  the  intention  of  the  House,  ever  to 
redeem  the  debt  nowabout  to  be  contracted,  it  was 
their  duty  to  limit  the  amount  below  which  stock 
8hoi)|d  not  be  sold.    For  without  such  limitation 
the  mterest  of  the  United  States  was  put  to 
hazard.    To  illustrate  his  idea,  he  would  cite  a 
case  for  the  consideration  of  the  House.    Sup* 
pose,  said  Mr.  S..  the  sum  authorized  to  be  bor- 
rowed is  obtained  by  loan  under  that  provision  of 
the  bill  which  requires  that  the  amount  of  the 
stock  issued  should  be  actually  loaned,  and  the 
rate  of  interest  agreed  on  would  be  eight  per 
cent.    At  the  end  of  twelve  years,  when  the  stock 
beeomes  redeemable  (for  so  the  bill  provides)  the 
interest  which  shall  accrue  will  be  915)360,000, 
which,  added  to  the  principal,  will  amount  to 
931,960,000— the  sum  the  united  States  would 
pay  for  interest  and  principal.    If  the  $16,000,- 
000  are  obtained  by  sales  or  stock  under  par,  the 
result  in  the  aggregate  will  be  more  unfavorable 
to  the  United  States,  more  or  less  so.  according 
to  the  terms  on  which  such  sales  shall  be  made. 
Let  me  suppose  that  the  sum  borrowed  is  raised  by 
sales  of  stock  at  twenty  per  cent,  under  par ;  that  is, 
for  every  eighty  dollars  actually  paid  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, one  hundred  dollars  of  stock  shall  issue, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.    To  obtain 
the  sixteen  millions,  it  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
tract a  debt  of  twenty  millions.    In  twelve  years 
the  amount  of  interest  will  be  $14,400,000,  which, 
with  the  principal,  will  make  the  sum  of  934,400,- 
000,  upwards  of  three  millions  more  than  if  the 
money  had  been  borrowed  at  eight  per  cent.,  be- 
ing in  fact  an  interest  of  nine  and  a  half  per  cent. 
on  the  money  actually  received.    Mr.  S.  said  he 
had  made  this  statement  to  show  the  unfavorable 
effect  in  the  event  of  an  ultimate  redemption. 
IVith  the  person  who  loans  the  money,  the  princi- 
pal object,  besides  security,  is  the  amount  of  the  an- 
nuity which  he  shall  obtain.    He  looks  not  to  any 


actual  interest  which  the  parchaser  of  stock  under 
par  receives  for  the  monev  advanced  is  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  only,  while  the  market  rate 
of  interest  is  supposed  to  be  eight  per  cent.  In 
every  possible  case,  where  there  is  stock  issued 
to  a  greater  amount  than  the  money  advanced, 
and  the  interest  to  be  paid  is  not  much  below 
the  ordinary  rate  of  interest,  the  result  will  be 
more  or  less  injurious. 

It  has  been  said  bythe  honorable  chairman  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  that  the 
power  over  the  rate  of  interest  vested  in  another 

Eart  of  this  bill,  goes  as  far  as  that  contemplated 
y  the  2d  section,  and  having  refused  to  limit  the 
one  we  ought  therefore  not  limit  the  other.  In 
my  opinion,  this  it  a  very  great  difference  in  their 


extent  and  effect.    If  the  President  should  bor- 
row at  an  interest  unusually  high — at  the  end  of 
twelve  years  we  may  arrest  the  eril  by  discharg- 
ing the  principal.    But  if  he  sells  stock  for  in- 
stance at  fifty  per  cent,  under  par,  even  should 
he  obtain  a  proportional  reduction  from  the  ordi- 
nary rate  of  interest,  we  cannot  get  clear  of  the 
encumbrance  but  by  paying  the  full   nominal 
amount.    Besides,  in  cases  of  actual  loans,  the 
Executive  will  be  restrained  by  the  market  price 
of  money  and  by  the  sense  of  the  country,  which 
upon  this  subject  is  completely  settled.     But  in 
sales  of  stoek  there  is  no  practice — no  standard 
to  regulate  it.    Nor  do  I  conceive  it  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  that  because  one  power  is  given 
every  other  should  follow ;  there  is  a  point  where 
confidence  must  stop,  or  the  rery  object  of  such 
a  Government  as  ours  is  destroyed.    The  question 
before  the  House  is.  in  point  of  principle,  of  infi- 
nite importance.    The  power  in  question  is  new- 
it  has  no  precedent.    It  is  of  the  deepest  interest 
to  the  country.    I  put  it  to  gentlemen,  whether 
the?  are  |>repared  to  eater  u|>on  a  system  of  finance 
which  will  rivet  on  the  nation  an  unextingnish- 
able  debt,  and  lead  us  to  ruin. 

Mr.  Shbppby'8  amendment  was  negatived,  ayes 
37,  noes  72,  as  follows : 

Tbas — ^Abijsh  Bigelow,  Harmanns  Qleecker,  Adaia 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphro- 
ditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldshorongh,  Edwin 
Gray,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Archibald  McBryde,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  O.Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Jan.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph. 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  WilUam  Rodman,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Daniel  8he£foy,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea,  Beni'n  Tall- 
madge«  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  WilsoB^87. 

Nats— WiUis  Abton,  jnu^  Willian  Aadenon,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William  BlackMge,  Robert 
Brown,  WUtiam  A.  Burwell,  William  BnUer,  John  C. 
Calhoun*  Laagdon  Cheves,  Jas.  Cochran*  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawlsrd,  Richard  Cntts, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor*  Elias  Earie*  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,    Meshaok  FranUin,  Thomas 

Qoodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Obed  HaU,  John  A.  Haiper, 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  jAn- 
son,  Joseph  Kent,  WilUam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Hogh 
Nelson,  Thoa.  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  WilUam  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  B.  Robertaon. 
John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Lemuet 
Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybe^  Samuel  8haw» 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Tal- 
iaferro^ Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David 
R.  WilUams,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright— 72. 

Mr.  RaMDOLPH  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  one-quarter*'  of  the  one  per  cent,  proposed  to  be 
allowed  to  persons  receiriug  •ubseripUonay  and 
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making  sales  of  the  stock,  with  &  view  to  inserC- 
iog  a  smaller  per  ceatajge. 

Considerable  discassion  took  place  on  this  mo- 
tion— Mr. Randolph  supporting,  and  Mr.CHEVBS 
and  Mr.  Bibb  opposing  it.  Mr.  Randolph  in- 
veighed against  it  as  extending  the  patronage  of 
the  Treasury,  and  making  a  wasteful  ezpenditure 
of  the  public  money  for  a  service  which  might 
well  be  done  for  less.  Mr.  Cheves  and  Mr.  Bibb 
quoted  the  law  passed  in  1801  or  1802,  respecting 
a  sinking  fund,  reported  by  Mr.  Randolph  him- 
self, as  Chairman  of  the  Financial  Committee, 
which  made  just  the  same  allowance:  but,  Mr. 
Randolph  contended  that  the  cases  were  in  no- 
wise parallel,  because  the  former  applied  to  trans- 
actions in  Europe,  respeetinff  the  old  debt  of  the 
United  States,  w*,  in  which  a  greater  risk  was 
incurred. 

The  motion  was  at  length  negatived  by  a  large 
majority,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Toisday,  Janoary  26. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  die  Senate  hare  passed  A  bill  A>r  the 
relief  of  Louis  Cbacherie;  and  they  have  also 
passed  the  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  briUtant 
achievements  of  Captains  Hull,  Decatcrr,  and 
Jones,  with  an  amendment;  in  which  bill  and 
amendment  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Archer,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
a  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  an  act  of  the  State  of  Maryland^ 
presented  a  bill  attthorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe  for  shares  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Com  pan  v,  fa  behalf 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  reaa  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Naval  Establishment,  on 
the  bill  regulating  petasions  to  persons  on  board 
private  armed  ships;  and  the  amendments  con- 
tained in  the  report  were  severally  concurred  in 
by  the  House.  The  bill  was  then  further  ainended 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  a  loan  not  ex- 
ceeding* sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  service 
of  the  year  1813,  was  read  a  third  time  as  fol- 
low*: 

A  Ull  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
Sixteen  Millions  of  Dollars. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houet  of  Reprteen' 
tatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  m  Congress 
assembbd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  and  he  is  hereby  aathorized  to  borrow,  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  sixteen 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the 
moneys  now  in  Uie  Treasoiy,  or  which  may  be  re- 
ceived from  other  sources,  to  defray  any  of  the  ex- 
penses which  have  been,  or,  daring  the  present  session 
of  Congrsii,  may  be  aulhoriaed  by  law,  and  tot  whidi 


approppriatlons  have  been,  ot^  daring  the  preeent  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  may  be  made  by  law:  Provided^ 
That  no  engagement  nor  contract  shall  be  entered 
into  which  shaU  preclude  the  United  States  from  re- 
imbursing any  sum,  or  sums,  thus  borrowed,  at  any 
time  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  years  from  the  first 
day  of  Janoaiy  next:  And  it  is  hereby  further  dc" 
dared.  That  it  shall  be  deemed  a  good  execution  of 
the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  caase  to  be  sold,  the  whole,  or  any 
part  of  the  certificates  of  stock  issued,  for  the  sums  to 
be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Sbg.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  do  cause  to  be  laid  before 
Congress,  on  the  first  Monday  in  February,  1814,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  Congress  may  be  in  session,  an 
account  of  all  the  moneys  obtained-  by  the  sale  of  the 
certificates  of  stock  by  virtue  of  the  power  given  him 
by  Ae  preceding  section,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  rate  at  which  the  same  may  have  been  sold. 

Bxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  aathorized 
to  emp|<^,  vrith  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  an  agent,  or  agents,  iiir  the  purpose  of 
(Staining  subscriptions  to  the  loan  authorbed  by  this 
act,  or  of  selling  any  part  of  the  stock  created  by  vir- 
tue thereof.  A  commission  not  exceeding  one  quarter 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amoont  thus  sold,  or  for  which 
subscriptions  shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may,  br 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  sacii 
agent,  or  agents,  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty  thou- 
sand doUais,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby  appropriated 
for  paying  the  amount  of  such  commission,  or  commis- 
sions, as  may  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  printing  and'  issuing  the  subscription 
certificates,  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other  expenses 
incident  to  the  receiving  of  subscriptions,  and  com- 
pleting the  loan  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  funds  constltutiBg  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the  pavment  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States  as  may  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  after  satis- 
fying the  sums  necessary  for 'the  poymcnt  of  the  inter- 
est, and  such  part  of  the  principal  of  the  said  debt  as 
the  United  States  are  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or 
reimburse,  is  hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of 
the  principal  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
virtue  of  this  act :  it  shall,  accordingly,  be  the  duty  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to 
be  applied  and  paid  out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly,  such 
sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually  wanted  to  discharge 
the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  stock,  and  to  reim- 
burse the  principal  as  the  same  shall  become  due,  and 
may  be  discharged  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the 
loan ;  and  they  are  further  authorized  to  apply,  from 
time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums  out  of  the  said  fond, 
as  they  may  think  proper,  towards  redeeming  by  pur- 
chase, and  at  a  price  not  above  par,  the  principal  of 
the  said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof.  And  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  suffi- 
cient revenues  for  making  up  any  deficiency  that  may 
hereafter  take  place  in  the  rands  hereby  appropriated 
for  paying  the  said  interest,  and  principal  sums,  or  any 
of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sac.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawftd  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  Distiiet  of  Colui- 
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bit  to  lend  any  part  of  the  tum  antbomed  to  be  bor- 
rowed fay  Tirtae  of  this  aet,  anything  in  any  of  their 
charters  of  incorporation  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
•tanding. 

The  question  haWng  been  stated  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill— 

Mr.  doLD  said :  After  the  strong  iDdtofttions  in 
the  House  of  a  disposition  to  pass  the  bill  on  your 
table,  I  would  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  trouble  the  House 
with  any  observations  on  the  subject,  did  I  net 
consider  the  course  proposed  as  violatiog  the  vital 
principles  of  fiaaoce;  as  undermining  public 
credit,  and  leading  to  a  perpetuation  of  public 
debt. 

At  a  time  when  the  ability  of  the  country  to 
contribute  to  the  public  burdens  is  avowed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;, 
when  our  resoiirccs  are  said  to  be  abundant  and 
unimpaired,  a  loan  of  twenty-one  million  is  pro- 
posed, without  any  provision  whatever  for  its  cer* 
tain  redemption;  no  previous  funds,  no  certain 
revenue  in  taxes,  or  otnerwise,  to  meet  even  the 
interest  on  the  loan,  but  all  is  rested  on  the  future 
ability  and  disposition  of  the  country^  to  loake  good 
the  puUic  engagements.  That  this  eoorse,  this 
resort  to  enormous  loans,  without  any  provision 
for  seeuriog  even  the  i&terest,  is  in  the  face  of 
every  sound  maxim  of  political  econo«iy>  and 
must  entail  an  oppressive  debt  on  those  to  come 
after  us,  is  most  obvious ;  the  effect  is  as  certain 
as  the  laws  of  nature. 

National  credit  and  public  debt  are  subjects  of 
the  first  moment  in  the  science  of  political  econ- 
omy. Public  credit,  well  sustained,  is  a  "  mine 
of  gold" — in  peace  useful,  in  war  indispensable ; 
it  18  with  care  and  difficulty  established ;  in  the 
progress  of  Government,  in  all  the  emergencies 
of  the  State,  constantly  exposed  to  State  neoessi- 
ties^  to  the  projects  of  amnition,  and  the  arts  of 
popular  leaoers,  who,  fearing  the  efiect  upon  the 
people,  in  arresting  some  farorite  enterprise  of 
war)  throw  the  expenditures  of  the  day  from  the 
shoulders  of  those  who  create  them  upon  posterity. 

The  Governments  of  Europe  furnish  the  most 
instructive  lessons  on  the  subject ;  in  soiae,  the 
above  course  has  ended  in  national  bankniptey ; 
in  others,  a  process  of  accnmnlation  of  debt  has 
gome  on  from  geoeratiou  to  generation  till  it  has 
borne  down  the  nation,  and  l^ome  almost  insup- 
portable. 

Suofa  baa  been  the  downhill  eourse,  and  so  oer- 
taiu  the  issue,  that  Sinclair,  in  his  Treati^  on 
Finance,  declares,  that  there  is  not  a  single  €tov- 
emment,  which  has  gone  into  this  system  of  pub- 
lic credit  and  debt,  that  has  ever  been  able  to  re- 
deem itself. 

In  turning  to  the  annals  of  our  own  Govern- 
ment, what  has  been  the  policy  in  relation  to  a 
public  debt?  Profiting  by  the  errors  of  other 
Governments,  it  has  been  our  fixed  and  unvary- 
ing policy  to  effect  the  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt  in  our  days,  and  not  leare  it  as  an  in- 
heritance to  those  who  may  come  after  us.  For 
this  purpose,  a  sinking  fund  was  resorted  to,  to 
insure  an  annual  application  of  eight  mdlions  of 
doUara  to  the  extinguishme&t  of  the  exiitittg  debt; 


to  place  that  sum  bejrond  the  reach  of  the  current 
expenditure  and  exigencies, of  the  Government, 
and  make  it,  as  it  were,  a  sacred  deposlte  for  the 
object  declared. 

The  operation  of  this  policy  on  the  public  debt 
has,  on  the  return  of  every  annual  Message  of  the 
President,  and  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreasurjT)  for  the  last  ten  years,  been  proclaimed 
in  the  highest  strains  of  exultation  from  Gkorgia 
to  Maine — it  has  been  presented  to  the  eye  of  the 
people,  in  a  manner  the  most  captivating,  to  make 
them  contented  with  themselves,  and  satisfied 
with  the  Government.  And  now,  <sir,  what  is 
proposed?  To  abandon  this  high  course;  de- 
spair of  an  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt  in 
our  days,  and  follow  in  the  humble,  hateful,  and 
reprobated  course  of  those  European  Governnaents 
which  have  drawn  bills  on  posterity,  and  perpet- 
uated the  public  debt. 

Shrinking  with  a  kind  of  nervous  seufibility 
from  all  contribution,  by  taxes  or  otherwise,  to 
the  expenditures  which  we  ourselves  create,  we 
bind  heavy  burdena  for  the  shouldera  of  the  next 
generation.  ^^ 

In  finance,  the  wisdom  of  man  has  never  beea  \ 
able  to  discover  any  efiectual  security  to  public  \ 
credif|  short  of  certain  funds  or  revenue  pledged  ^ 
for  the  redemption,  and  sufficiently  productive  to 
pay  at  least  the  interest  of  the  debt ;  if  loans  are  \ 
resorted  to^  the  interest  of  the  loans.  This  is  the  j 
doctrine  of  political  economists,  well  supported 
by  the  history  of  finance.  I  read  from  Stewart  on  ' 
Political  Economy :  | 

'*  The  Ibundaiion  upeti  which  puUie  credit  is  baiitt  I 
is  the  existence  of  a  sure  and  snffieieBt  fund  lor  per-  | 
forming  the  engagements  contracted.  ^ 

'*  The  method,  therefore,  of  borrpwiag  money  to  the  ' 
best  advantage,  is  previously  to  establish  aflaid  of 
credit." 

^  What  I  have  said  will,  I  hope,  be  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  only  way  for  any  Stats  to  borrow,  is  previooeljr 
to  provide  a  fund  for  making  good  what  is  agreed  upon 
with  the  lenders ;  and  that  all  expedients  to  supply 
the  want  of  it  will,  in  the  end,  bring  great  expense 
upon  the  people,  in  case  pubhc  engagements  should  be 
held  sacred,"  dec. 

Guided  hj  siich  lessons,  and  well  knowing  the 
situation  or  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  necessity  of  meetinff  the  public  burdens, 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  in  his  Mes- 
sage at  the  commencement  of  the  last  aessioUi 
recommended  to  Congress  to  provide  a  revenoe 
**  sufficient  at  least  to  defray  the  ordinary  etxpeu- 
ses  of  Government,  and  to  bay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  including  tnat  on  new  loans. 
which  may  be  authorized."  In  porauance  ot 
this  recommendation,  the  subject  was  brought 
before  Congress  at  that  session,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  a  view  to  protect  the 
credit  of  the  country,  did,  in  his  report,  or  letter 
to  the  Committee  ot  Ways  and  Means,  ezprees 
himself  in  the  following  strong  language : 

**  Considerations  of  a  difierent  nature  have  on  both 
these  subjects  produced  a  difleientresult»  whidi  makes 
a  resort  to  internal  taxes  now  necessary,  and  will  ren- 
der loans  more  difficult  to  be  obtained,  sad  their  tana 
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less  faTorable.  It  is  still  hoped,  that  the  ordinary 
peace 'reTenue  of  the  United  States  will  be  sufficient 
to  reimburse,  within  a  reasonable  period,  the  loans 
obtained  during  the  war,  and  that  neither  perpetual 
and  increasing  public  debt,  nor  a  permanent  system  of 
CTer-progressing  taxation,  shall  be  entailed  on  the 
nation.  These  erila  cannot,  however,  be  otherwise 
avoided,  than  bj  the  speedy  organization  of  a  certain 
revenue.  Delays  in  that  respect,  and  reliance  on  in- 
definite loans  to  defray  the  war  expenditure,  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  of  Government,  and  the  interest  on  the 
loans  themselves,  would  be  equally  unsafe  and  ruin- 
ous ;  would  in  a  short  time  injure  public  credit,  im^ 
j)air  the  national  resources,  and  ultimately  render 
much  heavier  and  perpetual  taxes  absolutely  neces- 
sary." 

Here^  sir,  we  have  from  the  high  officer  who 
presides  over  the  Treasury,  in  strong  language, 
but  no  stronger  than  just  the  ruinous  consequen- 
ces to  public  credit,  the  fatal  tendency  to  perpet- 
ual public  debt  of  the  course  now  pursued ;  pur- 
sued, sir,  with  eyes  open,  in  opposition  to  the 
highest  authority,  in  tne  face  of  everything  re- 
spectable in  finance,  and  against  the  lights  of  all 
past  experience. 

But,'  sir,  it  is  said  we  have  had  a  windfall  of 
five  or  six  millions  in  duties,  on  the  late  impor- 
tation of  British  goods.  And  is  this  drop,  which 
is  absorbed  as  quick  as  it  falls,  to  satisfy  the  rec- 
omraendation  of  the  President,  and  the  above 
report  of  the  Secretary  ef  the  Treasury  ?  Is 
this  the  '^certain  revenue,"  the  specific  funds, 
which  shall  in  future  time,  and  until  a  redemp- 
tion takes  place,  defray  the  annual  interest  on 
the  public  loans,  and  ultimately  insure  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  debt  ?  It  is  impossible  not  to 
see  the  subject  in  a  true  lights  we  cannot  shut 
our  eyes  on  the  enormous  expenditures  we  are 
daily  incurring  on  account  of  the  war — expendi- 
tures which,  for  the  last  and  present  year,  are  not 
only  to  consume  the  above  sum,  but,  in  addition, 
about  fourteeii  millions,  already  borrowed,  and 
twenty-one  millions,  for  which  bills  are  now  be- 
fore the  House,  for  the  ensuing  campaign.  You 
may  add  to  all  this,  about  two  millions  author- 
ized to  be  borrowed  by  an  act  of  the  last  session. 
If  this  unexpected  receipt  from  British  importa- 
tions, which  has  been  forced  upon  us,  shall  have 
mitigated  the  evils  of  delay  to  comply  with  the 
Secretary's  report  at  the  last  session,  the  most 
imperious  considerations  forbid  any  lonzer  delay; 
every  motive  urged  in  that  report,  at  that  time, 
now  presses  upon  us  with  redoubled  force,  and 
all  the  consequences  of  further  delay,  so  strongly 
placed  before  Congress  on  that  occasion,  stare 
us  fully  in  the  face ;  they  cannot  be  avoided — 
they  are  inevitable. 

But  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Meatus  says,  ^  Congress  may 
hereafter  provide  funds  at  the  present,  or  a  future 
session."  What,  sir,  go  into  market  for  a  loan 
without  your  security;  submit  to  the  enhanced 
terms  of  the  lender  ibr  defect  of  security ;  pay 
additional  interest ;  pay  the  lender  the*  risk  he 
runs  for  want  of  previous  funds  for  redemption, 
and  superadd  the  funds,  the  security,  after  the 
loan  is  made !  Lock  the  door  after  the  steed  is 
12th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 29 


stolen !  Stran^^e  infatuation !  And  wherefore 
this  mad  and  disastrous  course — a  course  so  con- 
trary to  what  the  honorable  Chairman  declares 
to  be  his  own  sentiments?  Let  others  give  the 
answer,  and  find,  if  they  can,  any  other  cause 
than  that  which  has  blasted  public  credit  in  other 
Governments,  and  made  the  p'ublic  debt  perpet- 
ual. The  people,  as  is  said,  are  willing  to  go  to 
war  at  any  ana  every  hazard  and  expense;  patri- 
otism burns  from  St.  Lawrence  to  St.  MaryV; 
but,  sir,  to  tax,  to  pay,  are  things  for  other  times ; 
there  is  no  such  note  in  the  tune  to  patriotism. 
Confining  their  labors  and  cares  to  their  own 
times  and  themselves,  these  leaders  in  war  and 
finance  are  content  to  run  a  race  to  the  tune  of 
"  The  Demi  take  the  hindmogt,^  Those  who 
come  after  us  are  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
The  course  proposed  is  no  better,  in  the  language 
of  David  Hume,  than  to  give  a  prodigal  son  a 
letter  of  credit  on  every  banker  in  London. 

The  bill,  tir,  contains  no  limitation  as  to  the 
rate  of  interest  on  the  loan,  nor  any  guard  against 
selling  the  stock,  authorized  to  be  created,  at  a 
reduced  price-;  against  giving  three  dollars  of 
slock  for  two  in  money.    Now,  sir,  although  it 
may  be  indifier^nt  to  the  lender  whether  he  re- 
ceives for  his  money  an  interest  in  terms  of  eisht 
per  cent.,  or  an  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  with  a 
reduction  in  the  stock  that  may  oe  equivalent  to 
the  other  four  per  cent. ;  yet  to  public  credit, and 
the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  the  dif- 
ference is  all-important.    The  great  security  in 
finance  against  a  perpetuation  of  debt  is  to  pay, 
at  least,  the  interest  of  the  sum  you  borrow,  so 
as  to  exclude  the  ruinous  process  of  compound 
interest.    Now,  sir.  you   might,   perhaps,  raise 
sixteen  millions  by  the  sale  of  stock  bearing  no 
interest    whatever,   say  thirty-five   millions  of 
stock,  and  in  that  way  throw  oflf,  for  twelve 
years,  (the  proposed  period  of  the  loan)  all  pay- 
ment of  interest  or  principal  ^nd  the  efifect  is 
the  same,  in  a  less  deme,  if  you  sell  stock  bear- 
ing, to  the  eye,  a  small  or  low  interest,  but  com- 
pensating the  lender  in  a  reduction  on  the  prin- 
cipal; the  inevitable  result  is,  that,  in  obtaining 
an  exemption  from  the  annual  payment  of  the 
full  interest  on  the  sum  borrowed]  you  are  sub- 
jected to  all  the  weight  and  evil  of  compound 
interest,  as  the  lender  must  and  will  insist  on 
the  sale  of  stock  upon  such  terms  as  will  give 
him,  on  closing  the  account  at  the  end  of  twelve 
years,  the  period  of  the  payment,  a  sum  equal  to 
the  rate  of  interest,  say  seven  or  eight  per  cent., 
which  he  sets  on  his  money.    Knowing  full  well 
that  there  are  no  funds  or  sources  of  revenue  to 
meet  the  interest  on  the  proposed  loans,  this  in- 
genious, unprecedented  mean,  is  resorted  to,  of 
leaving  it  to  the  President,  at  his  entire  discre- 
tion, to  efiect  the  loan  at  such  rate  of  interest 
and  reduction  in  the  sale  of  stock  as  he  may 
deem  proper  or  find  necessary.    For  this  double 
mean  there  is  no  precedent ;  and,  indeed,  I  must 
protest  against  the  resort  to  the  loans  under  the 
first  two  Presidents  as  examples  in  any  respect. 
At  that  period,  the  Government  and  the  finances 
of  the  country  were  in  their  infancy ;  the  capi- 


899 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS* 


900 


H.  OP  R. 


Ld>an  Bid, 


January,  1813. 


tal  of  the  country,  the  resource  for  the  loan,  no- 
thing compared  with  the  present ;  the  necessitjr 
of  the  loan,  as  was  the  case  of  the  principal  one 
of  twelve  millions,  in  the  year  1790,  indispensa- 
ble; for  it  was  not  a  loan  to  meet  expenses  crea- 
ted bv  the  GoTernment,  nor  for  the  debt  of  the 
RevolotionarT  war,  not  a  new  debt,  but  the  mere 
conversion  oi  a  subsisting  one.  At  such  a  pe- 
riod, and  under  such  circumstances,  there  might 
be  reason  for  committing  it  to  the  discretion  of 
the  President,  to  make  the  best  terms  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country  would  permit;  the  reason 
does  not  apply  on  tne  present  occasion,  when  the 
ability  and  credit  of  the  country  for  loans  are 
unquestionable,  six  per  cent,  stock  beinff  actually 
ftt  par.  There  may  be  one  benefit  in  the  double 
mean  proposed ;  the  country  may  pay  even  eight 
per  cent,  interest  without  seeing  it,  and  thus 
carry  into  effect  the  rule  in  finance,  to  draw  mo* 
ney  from  the  people  insensibly,  or  without  their 
feeling  it.  At  a  former  period,  such  disguises 
were  rejected,  and  the  front  and  full  face  of  pub- 
lic measures  were  presented  to  the  people. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  proposed  loan,  the 
ainking  fund,  I  perceive,  is  to  be  invaded,  and  the 
ei^ht  ndillions  there  placed,  under  the  solemn 
faith  of  a  legislative  act,  for  the  speedy  extinc* 
tion  of  the  old  debts  of  the  war,  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, in  part,  to  the  necessities  of  the  times.  I 
am  not  prepared,  sir,  to  say  that  the  withdrawing 
of  that  part  of  the  fund  which  was  superadded 
under  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration,  and  not 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  the  original  con- 
tract with  the  public  creditor,  will,  in  strictpess, 
violate  the  engagements  of  the  Government; 
but,  sir,  I  do  contend,  that  the  public  faith  and 
credit  of  the  country  are  concerned  in  the  diver- 
sion of  any  part  of  the  eight  millions  from  its 
declared  object. 

What,  sir,  was  that  declared  object?  what  the 
very  letter  of  the  act  of  the  29lh  of  April,  1802  ? 
That  seven  millibns  and  three  hundrea  thousand 
dollars,  placed  in  the  sinking  fund  by  that  act, 
should  ^*  be  aiid  continue  appropriated  until  the 
^  whole  of  the  present  debt  or  the  United  States, 

*  and  the  loans  which  may  be  made  for  reim- 
^  bursing  or  redeeming  any  parts,  or  instalments, 
*•  of  the  principal  of  the  said  debt,  shall  be  reim- 

*  bursed  and  redeemed."  This  great  and  solemn 
provision  for  the  speedy  extinction  of  the  public 
debt,  one  of  the  proudest  trophies  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Administration,  which  made  the  whole 
country  frantic  with  joy  in  those  days  of  jubilee, 
is,  by  the  bill  on  your  table,  openly  and  directly 
violated,  and  all  its  fair  fruits  blasted  and  de- 
stroyed. Can  your  statute  engagements  be  vio- 
lated by  the  Legislature  itself,  without  prejudice 
to  public  faith  and  the  credit  of  the  Government  ? 
Had  a  succeeding  and  different  Administration 
or  party  have  done  this,  it  would  have  excited 
less  astonishment;  but  here  is  a  kind  of  infanti- 
cide. But,  sir,  it  may  be  said  of  this  boasted 
measure  of  finance  that  it  answered  its  day^  and 
its  authors  received  their  reward  in  the  gratitude 
of  an  applauding  and  rewarding  couotrv.  In 
looking  back  upon  that  inglorious  period,  ft  may 


be  said  with  truth  of  this  great  measure  for  pay- 
ing off  the  public  debt,  that  it  amounted  to  no 
more  than  a  simple  provision  to  apply  any  sur- 
plus revenue,  not  necessary  for  other  purposes,  to 
the  payment  of  the  debt ;  it  amounted  to  Dotbing, 
nay,  much  worae  than  nothing.  Notwithstaoding 
the  most  prosperous  period  of  commerce  that 
followed,  and  an  overflowing  revenue  arising 
under  the  impost  system  of  the  precediug  Ad- 
ministration; and  notwithstanding  the  doubling 
of  the  duties  lately  adopted,  this  generation  is 
not  destined  to  see  the  extinguishment  of  the 
public  debt.  Such,  and  so  enormous  is  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  present  period,  that  three  yean 
more  of  war  will  fix  upon  the  country  a  debt  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  debt  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  as  liquidated  and  fouad  due  at  the  close  of 
the  contest. 

But  the  question  is  presented,  can  yon  with- 
hold supplies  for  a  war  (Jonstitutionally  declared, 
or  is  there  a  moral  obligation  on  Congress  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  ?  While 
I  readily  admit  the  reason  for  withholding  sup- 
plies should  be  strong,  the  right  cannot,  must  not 
ne  relinquished,  and  it  is  eminently  fit  that  this 
point  should  be  settled,  on  the  very  nrst  occasion, 
under  the  Constitution ;  that  it  shodld  not  remain 
in  doubtj  but  be  openly  asserted,  so  as  that  it  may 
be  questioned  and  resisted  by  the  authors  of  the 
war,  if  questionable.  In  the  character  and  station 
of  members  of  this  House,  as  a  part  of  the  supreme 
Legislature  of  the  Union,  will  be  found  the  right 
and  duty  of  giving  or  withholding  supplies  as 
every  member  shall,  in  his  conscience,  conceive 
will  best  promote  the  good  of  his  country.  We 
do  not  act  a  humble,  subordinate,  and  ancillary 
part  to  any  other  department  of  Government,  but 
as  the  Great  Commons  of  the  country,  standing 
on  the  question  of  supplies,  on  the  -inherent  and 
appropriate  authority  derived  from  the  Consti- 
tution. 

In  Great  Britain,  where,  by  the  Constitution, 
the  Commons  do.  not  participate  in  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  this  right  is  exercised  as  often  as  oc- 
casion requires.  Mr.  Fox,  in  the  important  de- 
bates towards  the  close  of  the  American  war. 
maintained  it ;  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  un- 
der whose  auspices  the  peace  took  place,  avowed 
and  justified  it.  Nor  is  the  right  Justified  on  the 
ground  which  has  been  assigned  for  it  at  times  in 
this  country,  to  wit:  that  as  the  British  constitu- 
tion does  not  permit  a  direct  legislative  inter- 
ference with  the  question  of  war,  it  was  right  to 
assume  it  indirectly,  and  thus  prevent  the  carry- 
ing on  a  war  which  was  disapproved  of;  but  on 
a  ground  that  would  apply,  if  every  member  had 
committed  himself  upon  the  Journals,  in  favor  of 
the  original  declaration  of  war^  to  wit:  that  the 
public  good,  in  consequence  of  subsequent  events, 
forbade  the  further  prosecution  of  it,  though 
rightly  commenced. 

This  right  is  greatly  strengthened  bv  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  which  prohibits  the 
appropriation  of  moneys  for  the  support  of  armies 
for  a  period  exceeding  two  years,  thereby  intend- 
ing to  reserve  to  each  and  every  successive  Con- 
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gress  a  power  over  the  supplies,  to  give  or  refuse 
as  the  situation  and  interests  of  the  country  might 
in  their  opinion  justify. 

There  are  among  us  those  whose  devotion  to 
party  is  snch  as  to  deny  to  freemen  in  time  of 
war  the  exercise  of  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the 
press ;  hencej  denunciations  and  scenes,  which,  in 
future  history,  will  humble  and  disgrace  the 
American  character.  It  is  eminently  fit,  in  the 
first  war  under  the  Government,  that  it  be  known 
and  proclaimed  that  the  great  rights  of  the  Con- 
stitution are  not  suspended  by  war ;  the  right  of 
the  citizens  freely  to  canvass  and  animadvert 
upon  the  causes  and  conduct  of  the  war  and  its 
authors ;  a  right  not  denied  even  by  monarchy  to 
its  subjects.  Every  enlightened,  friend  to  the 
Constitution  will,  as  he  loves  his  country,  hold 
those  slaves  of  power,  who  are  thus  set  on  to  hunt 
down  the  liberty  of  speech,  in  the^eepest  abhor- 
rence, as  the  deadliest  enemies  of  the  Constitution 
and  free  Government. 

I  cannot  sit  down  without  adverting  to  this  dis- 
astrous and  ill-fated  war,  which,  after  one  cam- 
paign, after  miith  suffering  and  waste  of  blood 
and  treasure,  has  attained  nothing  in  redress  or 
honor  for  the'  country.  Must  the  country  .be 
dragged  on  in  this  inglorious  downhill  course' to 
ruin,  or  will  the  voice  of  peace,  of  wisdom,  be 
heard  ?  The  principal  cause  of  war  (the  Orders 
in  Council)  have  ceased ;  the  bloclcades  have 
fallen  j  impressment  alone  remains.  On  impress- 
ment, sir^  there  is  no  American  who  can  remain 
indifferent;  no  American  heart  but  mu^t  be  moved 
at  the  manner  in  which  this  claim  of  Great  Brit- 
ain has  been  exercised.  But,  sir,  do  you  see  the 
path  of  redress  plain  before  ypu?  Does  it  lie 
through  Canada  ?  Are  you  mitigating  or  swell- 
ing the  tide  of  human  misery  by  the  course  now 
pursued  1  Are  years  of  bloody  war,  poisoning  all 
our  blessings  and  putting  everything  to  hazard, 
to  be  encountered  upon  a  most  uncertain,  dan^ 
gerons  experiment?  If  the  territory,  the  inde- 
pendence or  liberties  of  the  country,  were  assailed ; 
if  the  Corsica  n  scourge  of  nations  should  attempt 
to  bring  the  United  Sutes,  with  other  subjected 
Governments,  under  his  yoke^  a  very  different 
question  would  be  presented  ;  it  would  place  be- 
fore the  country  a  warfare  worthy  of  freemen 
and  heroes.  A  wise  and  just  nation  will  not  be 
content  with  a  merely  lawful  cause  of  war ;  the 
object  should  be  great,  the  necessity  extreme,  and 
redress  morally  certain.  It  iy  the  language  of 
Vattely  treating  professedly  of  the  sreat  question 
of  war,  '*  It  is  only  in  extremities  that  a  just  and 
wise  nation  has  a  recourse  to  war.  It  is  a  dan- 
gerous and  terrible  resort."  President  Jefferson, 
in  his  Message  to  the  8th  Congress,  expresses 
himself  in  the  following  terms:  ^^  While  we  re- 
'  ffret  the  miseries  in  which  we  see  others  involved, 

*  let  us  bow  with  i^ratitude  to  that  kind  Provi- 

*  dence,  which,  inspiring  with  wisdom  and  mode- 

*  ration  our  late  Legislative  Councils,  while  placed 
'  under  the  urgency  of  the  greatest  wrongs, 
'  guarded  us  from  hastily  entering  into  the  san- 
'  gttinary  contest,  and  left  us  only  to  look  on  and 
'  pity  its  ravages.^ 


P^ace,  though  suffering  under  the  greatest 
wrongs,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the 
dictate  of  wisdom.  The  same  state  of  things,  and 
all  that  is  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try, remains;  but  new  counsels  have  prevailed. 
But  it  is  not  now  too  late  to  return  to  the  path 
we  have  lost ;  and  let  me  solemnly  exhort  those' 
who  rule  the  destinies  of  the  country  to  pause, 
look  about  them,  and  survey  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  Whatdo  wesee,  sir?  A  state  of  the  world 
that  is  not  recorded  in  the  history  of  centuries  I 
The  great  deep  of  the  moral  world  broken  up  f 
The  long  established  Governments  of  the  Old 
World  convulsed  to  the  centre,  and  the  great  so* 
ciety  of  man  tossed  from  its  foundation  1  Nations 
are  bleeding  at  every  pore !  At  such  a  period  of 
the  world,  the  United  States  have  one  single 
cause  of  war  for  which  they  have  plunged  into 
this  sea  of  blood  and  abyss  of  misery,  instead  of 
bowing  with  gratitude  to  Heaven,  in  the  language 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  for  our  singular  exemption  from 
the  many  other  calamities  that  have  overwhelmed 
nations.  There  is  a  consideration,  which,  above  all 
things,  ought  to  have  arrested  tnis  resort  to  war. 
The  imperfect  onion  of  these  States  is  the  vul- 
nerable point  of  the  great  body  politic.  It  is  im- 
possible to  shut  our  eyes  on  the  great  dangers 
that  threaten  this  Union — 'the  unequal  operation 
of  the  measures  preliminary  to  war,  and  of  the 
war  itself  on  different  sections  of  the  Union ;  the 
single  fact,  that  the  authors  of  the  war  are  those 
least  interested  in  its  cause,  and  the  parts  most 
affected  by  that  cause  are  most  opposed  to  the 
war,  have  produced  heart-burnings  and  animosi- 
ties not  to  be  cured  by  a  continuance  of  the  war. 
No  man  can  foresee  the  perilous  issue ;  those  who 
kindle  the  fire  cannot  always  control  the  element 
and  stay  its  ravages. 

The  great  calamities  of  this  :war  exceed  a  hun- 
dred fold  the  complaint  or  cause  of  this  war;  the 
object  of  the  war,  compared  with  its  pric&  dwin- 
dles into  insignificance.  Holding,  as  I  ao,  this 
Union  to  be  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  political  safe- 
ty, I  cannot  consent  to  yield  my  support  to  any 
measure  which  shall  jeopardize  the  Union. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  that  independent  of  the  ob- 
ject for  which  the  money  was  to  be  raised  by 
this  bill,  he  was  opposed  to  it: — 

1st.  Because  the  rate  of  interest  was  not  limited.  / 

3d.  That  the  President  was  authorized  to  sell  ' 
stock  at  such  a  price  as  he  might  think  proper.     ( 

3d.  Because  no  fund9  were  provided  for  the^ 
payihent,  either  of  the  interest  or  principal,  pf  the  I 
money  to  be  borrowed..  ^ 

In  answer  to  the  first  objection,  the  advocates 
of  the  bill  say,  that  it  is  justified  by  the  prece- 
dents under  former  Administrations.  That  acts 
were  passed  authorizing  President  Washington 
and  President  Adams  to  borrow  money,  and  with- 
out any  restriction  as  to  the  rate  of  interest. 

With  respect  to  the  act  passed  under  the  Ad- 
ministration of  General  Washington,  the  na- 
ture of  the  transaction  necessarily  limited  the 
rate  of  interest,  so  that  there  was  scarcely  a 
possibility  of  an  abuse  of  power.  What,  sir,  was 
the  object  of  that  law?    Merely  to  enable  the 
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President  to  effect  an  entire  alteration,  if  he 
should  think  proper,  of  the  foreign  debt — and  for 
this  purpose  be  was  authorized  to  borrow  a  large 
sum  of  money.  The  foreign  debt  drew  an  in- 
terest of  only  four  and  a  half,  or  five  per  cent. ; 
but  a  small  part  of  the  principal  was  then  due, 
and  there  was  no  danger  that  a  much  higher 
rate  of  interest  would  be  given  in  order  to  ex- 
change this  debt. 

The  precedents,  therefore,  which  can  be  justW 
considered,  as  at  all  applicable  to  the  present  bill, 
are  those  which  were  established  during  the  Ad- 
ministration of  President  Adams.  Laws  were 
then  passed  authorizing  the  President  to  borrow 
money,  without  any  limitation  as  to  the  rate  of 
interest,  and  under  which  the  famous  eight  f>er 
cent,  loan  was  obtained.  No  act  of  that  Admin- 
istration was  or  has  been  a  subject  of  more  uni- 
versal clamor,  or  greater  obloquv,  than  the  eiffht 
per  cent.  loan,  obtained  under  tnose  laws.  But 
now  gentlemen  seem  willing  to  shelter  them- 
selves under  a  precedent,  which  has  hither^ 
t)een  a  subject  of  their  execration. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  complaints  were 
not  against  the  law  itself,  but  against  the  impro- 
per execution  of  it ;  that  those  who  were  in- 
trusted with  this  unlimited  power  abused  it  in 
giving  eight  per  cent,  when  it  was  unnecessary, 
and  before  they  attempted  to  obtain  the  loan  at 
a  less  rate  of  interest.  I  meet  th«  gentlemen, 
then,  sir,  on  their  own  ground.  They  say,  this 
tinlimited  power  was  then  abused,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  public.  May  it  not  again  be  abused  ? 
Is  it  not,  sir,  one  of  the  best  of  reasons  against 
intrusting  any  man  with  large  and  extensive 
powers,  that  those  powers  have  been,  and  in 
all  probability  may  and  will  again  be  abused  ? 
Why,  sir,  has  the  Constitution,  under  which  we 
now  act,  limited  the  power  of  Congress  itself  in 
certain  cases  ?  Why  was  it  said,  that  treason 
shall  only  consist  in  levying  war  against  the 
United  Slates,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies, 
and  that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habtOB  cor^ 
pua  should  not  be  suspended,  unless  in  cases  of 
rebellion  or  invasion  ? 

The  second  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  the 
President,  in  order  to  raise  the  money,  may  sell 
the  certificates  of  stock  at  such  price  as  he  may 
think  proper.  It  is  not  pretended,  sir,  by  the  ad- 
Tocates  of  the  bill,  that  this  power  is  justified  by 
any  former  precedents.  It  stands  then,  in  this 
respect,  on  its  own  intrinsic  merit. 

What,  sir,  is  the  extent  of  this  power  1  It  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  this,  that  the  President, 
or  rather  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  may  go 
into  market  with  our  notes,  to  the  amount  of 
$16,000,000,  and,  by  the  aid  of  a  broker,  sell  them 
at  a  discount  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty  per  cent.,  or 
any  discount  he  may  think  proper. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  rate  of  interest  to  be 
given  for  this  large  loan,  or  the  discount,  at 
which  it  may  be  obtained  by  the  sale  of  stock, 
must  depend  on  the  funds  which  you  pledge, 
and  on  the  security  which  is  offered  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  sums 
obtained.  i 


Public  credit,  sir,  is  a  subject  of  a  delicate  na- 
ture; it  is  oftoo  much  importance  to  be  trifled  with. 
To  preserve  it  unimpaired,  is  the  first  duty  of 
legislators,  and  on  this  subject  no  principle  is 
better  established  than  this :  That  at  the  time 
of  the  loan  itself,  permanent  funds  should  be  pro- 
vided, and  inviolably  pledged,  for  the  punctual 
payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  ultimate  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal.  What  funds  are 
provided  by  this  bill  ?  None  in  reality.  The 
third  section  indeed  says,  *'  That  so  much  of  the 

*  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation  of 

*  88,000,000  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and 

*  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States  as 
'  may  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  after  satisfy- 

*  ing  the  sums  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the 
'  interest,  and  such  part  of  the  principal  of  the 
'said  debt,  as  the  United  States  are  now  an- 
'  nually  to  pay  and  reimburse,  is  hereby  pledged 
'  and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 

*  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of 

*  the  stock,  which  may  be  created  by  virtue  of 

*  this  act."  But,  sir,  from  what  source  is  this 
88,000,000,  which  is  thus  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  to  be  obtained? 
Why,  sir,  from  duties  on  imposts  and  tonnage, 
and  from  the  sales  of  public  lands.  And.  by  lavr, 
it  is  made  the  djitv  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, every  year,  nrst  to  pay  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  they  are  called,  this 
sum  of  $8,000,000  from  these  duties,  (after  re- 
serving six  hundred  thousand  for  the  civil  list,} 
and  from  the  sales  of  public  lands. .  But,  sir,  if 
the  money  does  not  come  into  the  Treasury  from 
these  sources,  it  is  impossible  for  the  Secretary 
to  pay  it  to  tnese  Commissioners. 

The  Secretary,  sir,  has  told  us,  in  his  annual 
financial  report,  tnat  the  duties  on  imposts  and 
tonnage  (although  doubled)  will  not  amount  to 
more  than  8^.000,000,  which  will  become  pajra- 
ble  in  1814,  and  the  avails  of  lands  sold,  not  more 
than  about  $500,000  ;  deducting  then  the  cirH 
list,  there  will  remain  but  about  five  millions  in 
the  Treasury  from  these  sources  for  that  year. 
The  residue  can  be  supplied  only  by  loans  or 
other  taxes.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  sir, 
that  out  of  this  pretended  fund  of  eifht  millions, 
there  must  first  be  paid  and  satisfied  *'  the  sums 
'  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and 

*  such  part  of  the  principal  of  the  said  debt,  aa 
^  the  United  States  are  now  pledged  annually  to 
'  pay,  or  reimburse,''  before  any  part  ca^i  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  debt  to  be  incurred 
by  this  bill.  And,  sir,  the  sums,  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  now  pledged  to  pay  oat  of  this 
fund,  are  more  than  the  whole  amount  whiek, 
according  to  the  calculation  of  the  Secretary,  will 
come  into  the  Treasury  from  duties  in  1814,  and 
will  exceed  the  eight  millions.  What,  sir,  ar« 
the  present  charges  on  this  fund  ?    They  are : 

1.  Interest  and  reimbursement  of  old  debt  $3,800,000 
9.  Interest  on  the  loan  of  1812,  exclosive 

of  treasury  notes — ^loan,  say  ten  millions       600,000 
3.  Reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  part 
of  the  loan  of  1812,  payable  by  special 
contract  in  1814 750/KIO 
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4.  Tresfiuy  notes  authorised  in  1818,  but 
which  were  either  not  ieeued  in  that  year, 
or  if  ieeaed,  may  become  payable  in  1814    2,500,000 

6.  A  aum  to  be  applied  by  the  Commia- 
miflBionera  of  the  Sinking  Fond,  when 
'  atock  ia  below  par,  aay  •    .    *        .        .       600,000 

Total $8,160,000 

Charges  to  be  made  on  this  aom,  during 
the  preient  aesaion  aro— 

1.  Treaaury  notea  to  be  iaaued  in  1813,  pay- 
able in  1814         .        .        -        -        •    6,000,000 

3.  Intereat  on  the  whole  aum  borrowed  or 
obtained  in  1818,  including  treaaury 
notea,  being  38  milliona  of  public  debt, 
payable  in  1814,  at  eix  per  eent  -      '  -    1,880,000 


Aggregate 


$14,630,000 

■i:  = 


The  pledge,  therefore,  held  out  by  this-  bill,  to 
the  money -lender,  is  a  mere  pretence,  without  any 
foundation.    The  intereat  or  the  present  loan  can, 
therefore,  only  be  paid  in  1814  by  new  loans,  un- 
less some  further  provision  is  made ;  and  I  know, 
'     sir,  that  no  new  taxes  are  to  be  laid  during  the 
>     present  session.     I  need  not  ask,  sir,  how  long 
'     public  credit  can  be  supported,  when  new  loans 
'     must  be  resorted  to,  to  pay  the  interest  of  old 
ones.    The  importanc^e  of  supporting  public  cre- 
dit arises,  also,  from  another  circumstance.    The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  bare  informed  us, 
that  we  are  to  rely  solely  on  loans,  to  defray  all 
the  expenses  of  the  present  war ;  and  during  the 
last  session,  they  urged  it  as  indispensably  neces- 
sary, to  make  ample  provision  .for  paying  the 
interest  of  these  loans.    This,  however,  was  not 
then  done,  nor  is  it  to  be  done  during  the  present 
session. 

-  Under  these  circumstances,  what,  sir,  will  the 
money-lenders  say  to  you,  when  you  ask  them  for 
a  loan  of  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars  ? 
Will  they  not  say,  if  you  will  not  or  dare  not  lay 
taxes,  or  make  provision  for  the  interest  at  the 
time  of  the  loan,  and  when  you  are  under  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  the  money,  can  we  expect 
you  will  do  so  after  you  hare  got  the  money  in 
your  own  hands  ?  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  the  cap- 
italists will  speculate  upon  you,  and  make  you 
pay  for  every  risk.  They  will  also  take  into.cdn- 
sideration  the  probable  amount  of  the  debt  which 
may  be  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
During  the  last  session,  the  calculation  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was,  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war  might  be  ten  millions  a  year — 
making,  in  five  years,  fifty  millions.  Experience 
has  proved  the  fallacy  or  such  calculations. 

During  the  last  year,  we  borrowed  from  twelve 
to  fourteen  millions ;  and  the  sums  necessary  to 
be  procured  on  loan  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1813,  cannot  be  less  than  twenty-three  millions, 
including  Treasury  notes — making,  tor  two  years, 
the  sum  of  thirty-five  millions. 

The  whole  expense  of  the  present  year,  as  atated  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wayaand  Mean% 
will  be  thirty-fiz  millioiis  of  dollan.    About  twelve  I 


milliona  of  tbia  ia  to  be  paid  from  the  duties  on  im- 
ports of  the  last  year.  The  amount  of  the  duties 
which  will  accrue  on  importationa  during  the  prea- 
ent  year,  and  become  payable  in  1814,  the  Secretary 
eatimatea  at  only  five  millions.  If-then,  the  expen- 
aea  of  1814  are  equal  to  those  of  the  present  year, 
and  no  other  provision  ia  made,  the  aum  to  be  bor- 
rowed during  the  next  year  must  be  -  $31,000,000 
And,  with  the  aaine  expenae  in  the  year 

1816,  must  be 31,000,000 

And  in  the  year  1816  must  be        -        -    81,000,000 
Allowing  for  contingencies    -        .        .      2,000,000 

Making,  in  fife  years,  a  dbbt  of       $130,000,000 

A  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  expense  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  about  double  the 
amount  of  the  debt  due  at  the  close  of  that  war. 

It  appears,  from  official  estimatea  made 
in  the  year  1790,  that  the  whole  ezpen- 


aea  of  the  last  war  were 


•135,193,703 


That,  in  the  year  1783,  the  amount  of  the 
debt  ofthe  United  Statea  was     -        -    42,000,375 

And  of  the  State  debts,  which  were  asaum- 
ed  by  the  United  Statea      -        -       -    21,600,000 


Making,  in  1783,  about  - 


-  •63,600,376 


The  residue  of  the  expense  of  the  war  was  paid 
by  taxes.  This  debt,  it  is  well  known,  for  some 
years  lay  unprovided  fot,  and  was  at  last  funded 
in  terms  different  from  the  original  contract ;  and 
about  thirty-three  millions  of  it  remains  unpaid 
to  the  present  day.  The  funding  of  this  debt,  sir, 
ruined  the  popularity  of  one  Administration,  and 
who  will  say,  that  the  funding  of  a  debt  of  dou- 
ble this  amount,  may  not  also,  at  a  future  period, 
jeopardize  the  popularity  of  another? 

During  the  last  session,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  for  the  support  of 
public  credit  during  the  war,  reported  a  system 
of  taxation.  This  system  contemplated  laying  a 
direct  tax,  sundry  internal  taxes,  and  an  increase 
of  the  then  existing  duties  on  imports  100  per 
cent.  These  taxes  were  then  denominated  vtar 
tcLxes.  They  were  proposed  as  one  entire  sys- 
tem, and  were  calculated  to  equalize  the  burdens 
upon  every  class  of  the  communit]^.  It  will  be 
recollected,  sir,  that  no  part  of  this  sjfstem  was 
adopted,  but  that  of  doubling  the  duties  on  im- 
ports. This,  sir,  as  I  then  stated  to  the  House, 
makes  the  burden  of  taxes  fall  very  unequally  on 
different  sections  of  the  United  States.  Permit 
me  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
subject.  ' 

In  consec^uencej  air,  of  the  increasing  popula- 
tion of  the  interior  of  the  countrv,  the  duties  oa 
imports,  and  particularly  the  hi^h  duties  on  par- 
ticular articles,  fall  much  heavier  on  the  inbab* 
itants  along  the  seaboard  than  those  living  in  the 
interior.  To  prove  this,  sir,  suffer  me  to  men- 
tion the  duties  collected  on  spirits  imported. 
These  are  paid  (and  particularly  on  rum)  almost 
wholly  by  the  Northern  and  Sastera  States.  It 
ia  a  fact,  sir,  that  the  duties  on  imported  spirits 
alone,  collected  from  1792  to  1810  inolusive,  Jura 
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amoanted  to  0De*fifth  of  all  the  datiet  oolleeted 
on  all  articles  imported  during  that  time.  The 
whole  amount  of  duties  receired.  from  1792  to 
1810,  was  $179,862,044 ;  and,  of  this  som,  spirits 
alone  paid  935,849^73. 

Not  more  than  one-third  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  at  present,  pay  any  part  of  the 
duties  on  spirits.  The  quantity  consumed  in  the 
United  States  is  now  about  thirty  millions  of 
gallons  annually.  Of  this  quantity,  more  than 
twenty  millions,  as  appears  by  the  returns  of  the 
marshals  in  1810,  are  oistilled  m  the  United  States, 
from  domestic  materials,  and  on  which  no  duty 
is  laid.  While,  therefore,  the  people  at  the  North 
and  East  are  now  paying  sixty  cents  per  gallon, 
on  a  great  proportion  of  tiie  spirits  they  consume, 
those  at  the  South  and  West  are  paying  nothing 
on  their  consumption  of  spirits.  Nay,  sir,  thev 
can  purchase  them  for  a  sum  much  less  per  gal- 
lon, than  the  people  of  the  East  are  now  paying 
into  the  public  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
Tying  on  this  war.  And,  sir,  I  will  Yenture  to 
predict  that  these  enormous  taxes  are  to  he  per- 
petuated, for  the  purpose  of  paying  the' loans  to  be 
obtained  by  this  bill.  This,  sir,  is  an  inequality, 
to  which  we  cannot  expect  that  the  people  at  the 
East  will  long  submit  \  nay,  sir,  to  which  they 
ought  not  to  submit  with  patience. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  75, 
nays  38,  as  follows : 

Tbab — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  8te- 
^fenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WUIiam 
Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Lang- 
don  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  Johi|  Clopton,  Lewis 
Condiet,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cntts,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dins- 
moor,  Efias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  Isaiah  L. 
Oiaen,  FeUx  Gmndv,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  H3rneman,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner 
Laco<±,  Peter  Little,  Aaion  Lyle^  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Bfii- 
diill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton^  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Pipfr,  James  Pleasants,  jun., 
Benjamin  Pond,  Samuel  ninggold,  Thomas  B.  Rob- 
ertson, John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Bbenexer  Sage, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Sejbert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow,  Wm. 
Strongs  John  Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  WUliam  Widgery, 
and  Robert  Wiight. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijidi 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chas. 
Cbldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hnfty,  R.  Jackson, 
jr,,  J.  Lewis,  jr.,  Archibald  McBiyde,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin,  innior,  Elisha 
R,  Potter,  Joaiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  Semmona,  Daniel 
SlMffiqr»  Philip  Stuart^  Lewis  B«  Sittigesv  Samuel  Tag^ 


gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  TaUman,  La^B 
Wheaton.  Leonaid  While,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

8o  th^  bill  was  passed. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Obevbs,  the  House  resol red 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1813.' 

[The  bill  authorises  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  ^  to  be  issued  Treasury  notes  to  tlio 
amount  of  fiTe  milliona  of  dollars,  and  also,  if  he  shall 
deem  it  expedient,  to  iasue  a  Ihrther  amount,  not  ex« 
ceeding  five  milliona  of  dollars,  provided  the  «moant 
issued  under  the  latter  provision  shall  be  deemed  and 
held  to  be  in  part  of  the  loan  of  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars  authorised  by  the  biU  paased  this  day.  The 
notes  to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  trrt  and  two-fifths 
per  cent,  per  annum,  to  be  redeemed  one  jemr  allsr 
the  day  on  which  they  are  respectively  isBued.] 

The  bill  ha?ing  been  read  through  by  sections, 
and  no  objection  haYiog  been  made  thereto,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  it. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  without  division ;  and  then  the  House 
adjourned. 


WioMEsniY,  January  27. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Lewis  Chacherie"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  reeola- 
tion  relative  to  the  brilliant  acfaieyements  of  Cap- 
tains Hullf  Decatur,  and  Jones,  was  read,  and 
concurred  m  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  regulating  pensions  to  per- 
sons on  board  private  armed  ships,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  engrossed  bill  authoriziug  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  year  1813,  waa  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Potter  said,  he  knew  yery  well  that  the 
Gk>vernment  wanted  money  and  must  hare  it; 
and  if  they  would  not  get  it  at  one  price  they 
would  at  another;  but  he  thought  it  much  better 
to  add  the  sum  contemplated  to  be  raised  by  the 
bill,  to  the  loan  hill,  or  to  create  six  per  cent, 
stock,  and  wbeneyer  the  money  was  like  to  be 
wanted,  to  ^ive  notice  a  reasonable  time,  and  sell 
it  for  what  it  would  htinz}  in  that  way  the  Gov- 
ernment would  get  the  highest  price  for  it,  and 
erery  person  who  had  money  and  wished  to  in- 
vest it  in  public  stock,  would  hare  an  equal  oppor- 
tunity to  do  it.  The  €k>yernment  would  neither 
haye  to  lose  the  interest  on  their  notes,  nor  pay 
intierest  for  money  until  it  wa9  wanted.  Af  r.  P. 
said  he  was  opposed  to  issuing  Treasury  notes,  be- 
cause it  was  creating  a  new  system  or  patronace 
and  faroritism  in  the  Treasury  Department,  al- 
ready too  great.  As  these  notes  are  not  to  draw 
an  interest  of  eight  per  cent.,  they  may  be  negoti- 
ated in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  person  who 
may  take  them  some  other  advantages  as  «l 
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eqairalent.  as  it  is  not  pretended  that  tbe  money 
can  be  got  for  six  ])er  cent  on  the  stock  sold  for 
par ;  if  it  ir,  why  give  the  power  in  the  loan  bill, 
to  sell  the  stock  under  par,  and  to  give  more  than 
six  per  cent,  interest?  As  those  notes  had  been 
principally  negotiated  with  the  banks  the  last 
year,  it  was  to  be  presnmed  thev  wonld  be  this ; 
a  bank  therefore  that  takes  a  million  of  dollars  in 
those  notes,  and  gives  the  United  States  credit 
for  that  sum,  and  it  is  to  remain  in  deposite  for 
their  use,  not  under  any  particular  agreement  as 
for  the  time  it  shall  remain  with  them,  but  with 
a  well  grounded  expectation  that  it  will  not  f^e 
wanted  for  some  time ;  if  it  should  remain  there 
six  months,  and  then  should  all  be  drawn  for  at 
once,  which  is  not  very  common,  the  Grovern- 
ment  will  have  to  pay  the  interest  for  a  year,  when 
they  have  had  the  money  only  six  months.  If 
the  money  should  not  be  wanted,  and  it  should 
remain  in  deposite,  undrawn  for  during  the  year, 
(which  is  not  at  all  improbable)  the  Government 
are  then  paid  with  their  own  notes,  with  their 
paying  a  year's  interest  on  the  miHion  of  dollars, 
without  having  used  any  of  the  money ;  and  in 
this  way  those  notes  will  operate  more  or  less  in 
favor  or  the  favorite  bank>  without  much  benefit 
to  this  Qovernment. 

Mr.  P.  said,  by  examining  the  report  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  he  found  those  noteli  were 
negotiated  with  the  banks  where  the  public  money 
is  deposited.  He  said  it  might  be  answered,  that 
if  the  money  was  borrowed,  it  would  be  deposited 
in  those  banks ;  and  they  would  derive  the  same 
advantage  as  from  those  notes,  and  the  Govern- 
ment derive  no  advantage  from,  tbe  money  de- 
Eosited.  He  said  that  was  not  the  fact;  as  a 
ank  that  would  risk  to  lend  an  hundred  thou-, 
sand  dollars  in  cash,  and  immediately  advance 
the  money,  would  risk  to  lend  a  million  of  dollars 
and  take  those  notes  and  give  the  United  States 
credit  to  that  amount ;  and  in  this  respect  it  gave 
banks  a  very  great  advantage  over  individuals 
who  should  be  disposed  to  lend  , their  money  to 
the  Government,  and  over  the  €k)vernment  like- 
wise ;  for,  if  tbe  Golrernment  hired  money,  al- 
though it  might  be  paid  into  those  banks,  it  would 
be  paid  in  by  instalments  as  it  was  wanted.  The 
United  States  would  not  be  obliged  to  pay  inter- 
est until  the  money  was  actually  paid  in,  nor  the 
lender  entitled  to  the  interest  until  he  had  advanced 
the  principal.  Mr.  P.  said,  he  knew  very  well  the 
advantages  that  those  banks  derived  from  the 
Government  for  their  deposites,  and  he  believed 
that  during  the  last  year  the  deposites  of  public 
money  was  nearly  equal  to  tbe  whole  amount  of 
Treasury  notes  issued.  That  he  had,  on  a  former 
occasion  introduced  a  resolution  to  authorize  and 
direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  deposite 
the  money  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
such  banks  as  would  give  the  most  for  that  privi- 
lege; but  the  resolution  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  that  was  the  last  he  heard  of  it.  He 
said,  in  looking  at  the  repeat  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  of  the  money  borrowed  the  last  year, 
be  found  that  the  three  banks  in  the  State  he  rep* 
resented,  mnd  in  which  ike  moftey  MoDgisg  to 


the  Gk>vernment  of  the  United  States  collected  or 
borrowed  in  that  State  were  deposited,  had  loaned 
to  the  Government  eighty  thousand  dollars  for 
six  per  cent,  stock.  He  said  he  believed  that 
those  banks  had  at  all  times  that  sum  and  fre* 
qoently  much  more  of  the  Government  money  in 
their  vaults ;  the  consequence  was,  if  the  fact  waa 
correct,  that  the  Government  was  paying  those 
banks  an  actual  interest  ^n  that  amount  u>t  their 
own  money. 

Mr.  P.  said,  his  object  had  been  to  show  that 
if  the  bill  was  passed,  it  would  extend  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Treasury  Department,  already  too 
extensive,  to  certain  banks,  and  enable  it  to 
give  them  privileges  not  enjoyed  by  other  banka, 
or  by  individuals.  They  had  already  been  suffi- 
ciently favored  by  deposites  in  money,  which  had 
enabled  ihem  to  increase  their  discounts  and  div- 
idends, and  in  this  way  to  receive  an  interest  on 
the  money  of  the  Government;  and  if  instead  of 
money  they  are  to  keep  the  amount  of  the  Gov- 
ernment deposites  in  those  Treasury  notes,  they 
must  curtail  their  discounts  to  individuals,  and 
tbe  Government  will  have  to  pay  them  an  inter- 
est on  their  own  notes  representing  their  own 
money;  and  those  banks  must  derive  an  immense 
advantage  the  ensuing  year,  as  tfhey  will  have 
deposited  in  them  sixteen  millions  to  be  raised  by 
loan,  five  millions  supposed  to  be  received  by  the 
revenue  by  double  duties,  with  the  money  now 
in  deposite — making,  in  the  whole,  nearly  forty 
millions. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  it  was  at  any  time  asked,  why 
the  people  could  not  be  permitted  to  pay  a  part 
of  this  enormous  expense,  and  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  wish  to  mortgage  their  estates 
for  so  large  a  debt,  a  part  of  which  they  were 
witling  to  pay,  and  at  an  interest,  including  ex- 
penses, of  perhaps  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.,  the 
answer  is,  that  the  minority  want  the  Govern- 
ment to  tax  the  people,  and  thus  to  make  the  Ad- 
ministration and  ruling  party  unpopular.  Mr. 
P.  said)  that  it  was  not  a  fact,  ai  it  respected  him. 
It  would  cost  his  constituents  too  much:  it  'waa 
paying  more  for  their  popularity  than  it  waa 
worth.  He  said  be  voted  for  the  loan  the  last 
year,  although  he  did  not  vote  for  any  of  the  ex- 
penses, in  hopes  that  it  would  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  imposing  upon  the  people  the  most 
odious  and  burdensome  system  of  taxation  ever 
imposed  in  this  country,  containing  among  them 
a  shop  tax,  that  never  could  be  enforced  in  Eng* 
land;  and  as  it  respected  himself  be  could  truly 
say,  he  would  «not,  by  any  act  of  his,  have  brought 
those  taxes,  reported  by  the  Committee,  upon  his 
constituents*  or  voted  for  any  measures  that  even 
would  have  brought  upon  them  their  Constitu* 
tional  proportion  of  this  year's  expenses,  amount^* 
ing  at  least  to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  (and 
this  is  allowing  the  expenses  for  this  year  at  only 
thirty-six  millions  of  dollars,)  if  it  would  have 
put  into  his  power  to  displace  every  officer  in  the 
Government,  from  the  President  to  the  tide  wai- 
ter, and  to  put  whom  he  pleased  in  their  places ; 
that  it  was  of  little  importance  to  him  who  ad- 
miniattted  the  Goverameat  of  this  coantry;  hit 
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only  object  was  to  have  an  economical  adminis- 
tration— one  that  would  ^ire  to  the  nation  peace 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  use  their  best  exertions 
to  continue  it,  and  give  them  all  the  commerce 
that  the  present  state  of  the  world  was  capable  of 
affording ;  with  such  an  administration  he  should 
be  perfectly  satisfied. 

Mr.  P.  said  be  had  been  in  hopes,  when  all  the 
precedents  of  former  times  of  Executive  patron- 
age and  favoritism  had  been  exhausted,  that  we 
should  have  been  satisfied  without  resorting  to 
new"" inrentions.  having  that  effect;  but  in  this 
he  had  been  disappointed. 

•  Mr.  P.  said,  he  was  in  Congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration.  Eln- 
ergf  was  said  then  to  be  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  majority  were  then  in  favor  of  an  army^  a 
navy,  war  loans,  taxes,  salaries,  and  patronage ; 
they  were  then  opposed  by  a  powerful  minority, 
composed  of  such  men  as  Mr.  John  Nicholas,  and 
the  late  Mr.  Venable,  of  Virginia,  and  a  gentle- 
man now  a  member  of  this  House,  Mr.  Macon, 
who  were  then  the  friends  of  peace  and  economy, 
and,  in  debate  and  bv  their  votes,  opposed  to  army, 
navy,  loan  and  tax  oills,  to  high  salaries,  Execu- 
tive patronage,' and  for  restraining  and  confining 
appropriations  to  the  particular  purposes  for  which 
they  were  made.  He  said  those  principles  ac- 
Goraed  very  much  with  his  own  views  and  feel- 
ings. Finding  himself  very  unpleasantly  situa- 
ted, as  is  commonly  the  case  with  those  who  in 
party  times  cannot  go  all  lengths  on  either  side — 
for,  although  he  approved  of  some  of  the  measures  of 
the  Administration,  he  was  obliged  to  voteagainst 
many  of  them  ;  he  did  not  wish  to  vote  against 
the  opinion  of  his  constituents,  nor  could  he  vote 
against  his  own  judgment.  In  this  situation  he 
thought,  instead  of  choosing  betweea  the  two 
evils,  that  he  would  avoid  them  both,  and  resigned 
place. 

What,  said  Mr.  P.,  had  since  taken  place? 
The  people  were  honestly  opposed  to  the  mea- 
sures of  that  Administration,  and  in  a  Consti- 
tutional manner  removed  them  from  office  and 
from  their  confidence,  and  put  in  those  composed 
of  the  then  opposition,  professing  principles  more 
congenial  to  their  own ;  but  they  honestly  thought 
they  had  been  contending  for  princfple,  and  that 
it  was  measures  and  not  men  that  they  had  been 
condemning'— for,  if  they  were  doomed  to  oppres- 
sion, it  would  bene  consolation  to  have  their  bur- 
dens increased  by  other  men.  What,  said  Mr. 
P.,  do  we  now  see,  and  what  must  we  soon  ex- 
pect to  feel?  We  find  the  times  arac hanged,  and 
we  are  changed  in  them.  Let  us  for  a  moment 
examine  our  present  situation  under  the  present 
Administration,  compared  with  the  one  displaced 
by  the  people  for  their  extravagances.  We  now 
hear  the  same  doctrines  from  the  present  Adminis- 
tration as  from  the  former.  They  want  an  ener- 
getic Grorernment ;  they  talk  of  large  standing  ar- 
mies, ships,  war  loans,  taxes,  salaries,  and  patron- 
age; and  instead  of  the  skeleton  of  an  army  of 
five  thousand  men,  they  have  the  skdeton  of  an 
army  of  fifty-five  thousand  men,  enlisted  for  dif- 
ferent periods.    Instead  of  frigates,  they  ate  not 


satisfied  with  building  new  frigates,  but  mast 
have  ships 'of-the-line. 

losteaa  of  a  loan  for  five  millions  of  dollars, 
they  have  passed  laws  within  a  year,  including 
the  one  under  consideration,  for  upwards  of  thir- 
ty-five millions  of  dollars.  Instead  of  reducing 
the  debt,  it  was  increased  last  year  ten  millions 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, will  be  increased  more  than  double  that  sum 
this  year. 

Instead  of  reducing  the  salaries  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  to  the  sums  they  were 
before  they  were  raised  by  a  temporary  law  of  a 
former  Administration,  which  then  caused  much 
dissatisfaction  with  the  people,  that  law,  he  be- 
lieved, bad  been  made  permanent,  and  bills  are 
now  reported  to  raise  them  above  the  sum  to 
which  they  were  raised  before. 

Mr.  P.  here  observed,  if  it  could  have  been  pos- 
sible for  him  to  have  been  absent  out  of  the  coun- 
try^ since  his  resignation,  without  hearing  or 
knowing  anything  about  the  state  of  parties  in 
this  country,  and  could  so  have  come  into  this 
House  and  have  examined  the  army,  navy,  loan, 
and  tax  bills,  and  those  for  raising  the  salaries  of 
the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, he  should  have  thought  that  the  same 
party  was  now  in  power ;  that  Mr.  Adams  was 
m  the  White  House;  that  he  had  by  some  meaas 
contrived  to  silence  the  murmurs  and  complaints 
of  the  people  and  to  put  down  all  opposition ;  and 
that  they  had  regularly  progressed,  in  many  of 
their  measures,  from  bad  to  worse  ever  since. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  often  heard  it  unjustly  ob- 
served to  be  a  Federal  doctrine,  that  a  national 
debt  was  not  only  a  bond  of  union  but  a  very 
great  national  blessing.  He  said  if  that  principle 
was  correct,  we  shall  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
or  even  in  the  least  taalarm  our  fears  about  a 
separation  or  a  dissolution  of  the  Union;  and  the 
time  was  not  far  distant  when,  in  pronortion  to 
the  time  we  had  existed  as  a  nation  and  our  abiU 
fty  to  pay,  we  should  be  able  to  vie  with  any  na- 
tion on  earth  in  that  kind  of  happiness. 

Mr.  Chbvbs  said  that,  in  the  argument  he 
should  offer  to  the  House,  he  should  embrace  the 
loan  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading  yesterday,  as 
well  as  the  bill  now  before  the  House.  The  bills 
had  originated  together;  they  had  been  acted 
upon  together ;  they  had  an  immediate  connex- 
ion; and,  having'  been  accidentally  prevented 
yesterday  from  replying  to  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York  and  Connecticut,  (Messrs.  Qolo  and 
Pitkin,)  he  should,  perhaps,  now  advert  to  their 
arguments. 

I  will  first  notice,  said  he,  the  argument  we 
have  just  heard  on  the  bill  before  you.  An  ob- 
jection is  raised  to  the  particular  mode  of  raising 
money,  which  is  now  submitted  to  your  consid- 
eration. The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  (Mr.  Pottbr)  says,  he  would  infinitely 
prefer  a  direct  loan  to  this  measure.  His  reason 
IS,  that  if  the  Government  borrow  money  by  this 
mode,  the  consequence  will  be,  that  the  money 
will  be  deposited  in  banks,  and  they,  receiving 
interest  on  their  notes,  will  also  hav^  the  use  of 
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iey,aDd  therefore  a  loaii  is,  in  bi9  opiDton, 
pretevBle.  If  the  Uoited  States  create  stock  to- 
morrow, and  receive  moDey  for  it  from  the  banks, 
will  not  the  money  be  deposited  in  the  banks, 
and  will  not  the  holders  of  the  stock  ba?e  the 
interest,  and  tbe  banks  at  the  same  time  have 
tbe  benefit  of  tbe  deposites  and  carry  on  a  sys- 
tem of  banking  upon  them?  They  certainly 
will.  Where,  then,  is  the  distinction  attempted 
CO  be  drawn  ?  There  is  absolutely  none.  Fur- 
ther, tbe  receipts  from  lands,  from  imposts,  from 
internal  taxes,  if  they  existed,  would  all  be  depos- 
ited in  banlLs,  and  the  banks  would  discount  on 
these  deposites.  The  paper  now  proposed  to  be 
issued  is  not  so  exceptionable  in  this  respect  as  a 
loan.  From  the  peculiar  nature  of  this  paper,  it 
may  be  used  as  the  exigencies  of  Government  re- 
quire, and  the  banks  do  not  become  purchasers, 
until  it  is  necessary  for  the  ezis;encies  of  Gov- 
ernment that  the  paper  should  be  issued.  It  is 
different  with  a  loan,  and  the  evil  of  which  the 
gentleman  speaks  exists  in  a  less  d^ree  with  this 
spec iesofpaper  than  with  the  other.  The  argument 
against  this  bill  now  is  exactly  that  which  was 
pressed  with  so  much  force  last  year  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  RANnoLPHj)  but  the 
argument  is  founded  on  a  mistake  in  point  of  fact; 
and  the  fact,  as  conceived,  is  misapplied  in  ar- 
gument. 

Another  argument  of  the  gentleman  was,  that 
public  credit  is  affected  by  relying  on  loan^t,  in- 
stead of  the  imposition  of  taxes  or  the  acquisition 
of  revenue  in  other  modes.  That  argument 
comes  under  the  general  considerations  which  I 
propose  to  submit  to  you.  The  general  principle 
of  relying  on  loans  has  been  the  subject  of  attack 
on  all  hands.  An  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Golo,)  yesterday,  commenced 
an  animated  speech  to  prove  the  great  value  of 
public  credit.  To  prove  this,  he  resorted  to  a 
writer  of  great  celebrity  on  public  economy;  and 
also  referred  to  the  President's  Message,  and  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  go  far  to  prove  what  is  uni- 
versally admitted.  Why  should  the  gentleman 
labor  to  prove  what  no  one  denies?  I  admit  that 
public  credit  is  infinitely  valuable;  it  gives  more 
than  the  mines. of  Peru  and  Mexico,  without  the 
labor  of  digging  them.  But  look  at  tbe  argu- 
ment of  tbe  gentleman.  We  may  have  bread, 
but  must  not  eat;  to  preserve  our  credit,  we  must 
not  use  it. 

The  principle  on  which  the  Government  sat 
out  in  the  war  was,  that  there  should  be  a  suffi- 
cient fixed  revenue  to  pay  the  annual  interest  of 
the  old  debt,  and  on  the  new  loans.  If  it  be  proved 
that  that  object  is  alreadv  accomplished  lor  the 
present  year,  then  has  tnere  been  no  failure  on 
Che  part  of  the  Government.  I  will  grant,  per- 
haps, to  the  honorable  gentleman  that  it  might 
have  been  better  to  anticipate  a  little;  to  take  ''a 
bond offate,and make assurancedoubly sure."  But 
I  contend^  that  there  has  been,  so  far,  no  failure. 
And  has  it  not  been  stated, and  repeatedly  stated, 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  tbe  Government;  and  no 
doubt  its  intention — that  it  is  the  duty  and^  no 


doubt,  ihe  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  provide 
the  necessary  means,  for  future  years,  for  paying 
the  interest  of  the  public  debt?  But  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  say,  we  should  not  delav  for  a 
moment  the  execution  of  this  purpose;  that  we 
should  prdvide  revenue  in  anticipation.  Admit- 
ting the  fi;eneral  proposition,  is  th^re  anything 
which  calls  for  a  proceeding  of  this  sort  before 
the  authorization  of  a  loan?  Tbe  year  1813 
has  already  been  provided  for ;  and  for  1814,  pro- 
vision may  be  made  at  the  present  session ;  and, 
if  not  at  this  session,  by  an  anticipation  of  the 
usual  time  of  the  sitting  of  Congress.  If  it  be  not 
provided,  there  will  be,  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, an  omission  of  duty.  I  do  not  imagine, 
sir,  that  the  persons  who  manage  this  concern 
will  be  guilty  of  a  negligence  so  culpable  as  not 
to  provide  the  means,  in  due  season,  for  the  next 
year.  One  measure  alone,  would  supply  the 
means  for  tbe  present  and  next  year — permitting 
the  return  of  the  property  of  our  merchants  from 
Great  Britain.  If  tne  Legislature  resort  to  this 
mode,  the.  object  of  providing  the  revenue  may 
be  accomplished  in  a  short  time.  Why  should 
gentlemen  be  alarmed  for  the  public  credit,  when 
there  is  so  little  apparent  cause  for  alarm?  Why 
should  they  suspect  men,  who  have  heretofore  so 
amply  provided  for  it,  of  a  failure  to  do  so  in 
future? 

But  honorable  gentlemen  have  said  that  there 
should  be  a  sinking  fund  to  secure  the  repayment 
of  the  public  debt  according  to  the  contract  of  the 
Government,  and  that  it  has  not  been  provided, 
atysording  to  the  usual  practice  of  well-regulated 
Governments.  This  Ideny.  What  is  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
Pitkin  ?)  He  endeavors  to  prove,  by  a  particu- 
lar detail  which  he  entered  into,  that  there  will 
be  imposed  on  the  sinking  fund  for  1814,  thirteen 
millions  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This 
I  den  v.  The  sinking  fund  is  the  application,  un- 
der tne  pledge  of  the  Government,  of  a  certain 
sum  for  the  sinking  of  so  much  debt,  and  paying 
so  much  interest  as  that  sinking  fund  is  capable 
of  effecting.  Our  sinking  fund  is  eight  millions. 
Idsk  the  honorable  gentleman  whether,  in  the  only 
instance  which  he  has  in  his  argument  examined 
of  a  sinking  fund-^I  mean  the  Snglish^t  be  not 
encumbered  every  day  with  an  addition  of  a  new 
debt  ?  Every  new  debt  created  becomes  an  en- 
cumbrance on  the  sinking  fund.  It  may  be  said, 
that  one  per  cent,  is  added  to  it  on  the  amount  of 
every  new  debt  created.  But,  sir,  our  sinking 
fund  bears  a  greater  proportion  to  any  new  debt 
which  can  be  created  throughout  tbe  war,  than 
the  English  sinking  fund  does  to  their  debt.'  The 
competency  of  the  sinking  fund,  therefore,  as  far 
as  we  look  to  example,  is  found  to  be  at  least 
equal  to  that  of  England,  The  error  of  the  gen- 
tleman is  this:  that  the  sum  chargeable  on  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year  he  puts  upon  the 
sinking  fund,  with  which  it  has  nothing  to  do. 
Suppose  the  Government  issue  ten  millions  in- 
stead of  five  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  the  sink - 
infi^  fund  must,  according  to  his  ideas,  be  eighteen 
millions.    And  suppose,  again,  that  the  Govern-. 
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ment,  instead  of  obtaining  a  loan  for  twelve  yean, 
phouid  effect  a  tem]>orary  loan,  for  one  year,  of 
five  millions;  the  sinkioff  fand  would  then  be 
twenty-three  millions,  Tne  error  is  in  charging 
apon  the  sinking  fund  what  is 'properly  charge- 
able on  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  differ,  however.  The 
bonorable  gentleman  from  New  York  admits, 
and  I  doubt  not  correctly,  that  if  a  nation  like 
this  shall  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
of  the  national  debt,  and  not  allow  an  accumu- 
lation of  interest  and  coippound  interest,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war  may  be  defrayed  by  loans,  and 
Its  credit  may  be  supported.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  contends  that  it  is  necessary  to 
the  support  of  public  credit  that  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  war  we  should  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  war  to  a  considerable  extent  by  a  revenue 
raised  upon  the  people  within  the  year.    In  sup- 

e»rt  of  this  position  he  cites  the  example  of  the 
evolutionary  war;  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  gentleman  was  singularly  unfortunate  in  this 
reference.  During  the  present  year  we  have 
already  secured  twelve  millions  of  revenue. 
There  are  three  millions  in  the  Treasury,  making 
together  fifteen  millions;  and  I  mi^ht  defy  the 
gentleman  tc  prove,  by  anything  like  atcurate 
calculation,  that  so  much  as  fifteen  millions  of 
revenue  raised  upon  the  people  accrued  to  the 
.  public  treasury  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
^.evolutionary  war.  I  am  acquainted  with  no 
historical  fact  to  prove  that  during  the  whole 
Revolutionary  war  fifteen  millions  were  raised 
on  the  people.  Say  that. I  am  wronff  n  to  th% 
I  brecise  amount;  say  that  twenty  millions  were 
j /raised,  if  you  please.  The  revenue  during  the 
I  last  and  present  year  will  exceed  anything  that 
could  be  supposea  to  have  been  received  during 
I  the  whole  Revolutionary  war.  The  gentleman 
I  suppose  makes  out  his  calculation  thus:  It  has 
been  calculated,  he  says,  that  the  Revolutionary 
war  Qost  a  hundred  and  thkty-five  millions.  Of 
these  there  remained  payable  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  sixty-three  millions.  Therefore,  he  con- 
ceives the  difference  between  the  two  must  havp 
been  raised  b)r  taxation  (furin?  the  war;  I  answer 
that  the  fact  is  not  so.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
turn  to  a  historical  fact  and  refute  that  complaint 
which  runs  through  the  whole  iiistory  of  the  war, 
of  the  incompetency  of  the  Government  thus  to 
raise  the  sum  necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  How  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  millions  was  made  out  I  am  unable  at  this 
moment  with  confidence  to  sav;  but  I  suppose  by 
an  arbitrary  calculation  of  toe  value  or  bills  of 
credit,  of  which  probably  not  one-third  was  fund- 
ed at  all;  because  the  holders  of  the  bills  did  not 
think  it  worth  their  while  to  bring  them  in ;  they 
are  found  now  all  over  the  United  States  in 
bundles.  Every  heir  finds  them  in  the  bottoms 
of  old  trunks,  and  in  the  garrets  of  his  progeni- 
tors. Thus  Ibis  calculation  of  the  cost  of  the 
war  must  have  been  founded;  and,  according  to 
this  mode  of  calculation,  I  dare  say  it  mi^ht  be 
made  out  to  have  cost  much  more.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  proved  that  the  diffarence  stated  was 


raised  by  the  United  States.  There  were  no  im- 
positions laid  by  Congress  itself.  The  debt  of 
the  General  Government  at  the  close  of  the  war 
amounted  to  forty-two  or  forty-three  millions— 
the  debt  arbitrarily  assumed  as  due  to  the  Statea 
was  twenty-one  and  a  half  millions.  How  was 
that  sum  made  up  ?  By  the  amount  of  contribu- 
tions of  every  description  made  by  the  States, 
That  sum  more  than  embraced  the  whole  con- 
tributions of  the  States^because  some  of  it  was 
interest.  In  any  possible  view  the  comparisoa 
of  the  revenue  of  the  Revolutionary  Qovernment 
with  that  of  the  present  is  injurious  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman.  It  is  no  proof  that  anf 
considerable  sum  expended  in  the  war  was  raised 
during  the  war. 

In  fine,  sir,  a  basis  of  credit  now  exists  which 
ought  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  every  man 
in  the  nation  when  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
religiously  good  faith  with  which  the  public 
creait  has  been  maintained.  A  basis  is  estab- 
lished whitfh  none  but  the  most  incorrigible  scep- 
tic I  think  would  doubt.  It  is  indeed  incumbent 
on  the  Government  to  ]>rovide  a  revenue  for 
1814,  and  they  will  be  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of 
dtity  if  they  do  not  provide  it.  But  that  dere- 
liction of  duty  has  not  yet  taken  place;  the  ac- 
cusation, thereforie,  is  premature  and  unfounded. 

The  next  question  is,  the  practicability  of  the 
loan — and  here  gentlemen  admit  that  there  is 
sufficient  capital  in  the  country  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  that  the  value  of 
money  does  not  exceed  six  per  centum.  The 
honorable  gentlemen  say,  that  if  a  higher  inter- 
est be  given  by  Government  for  the  money,  ic 
will  be  because  the  public  credit  has  not  been 
sufficiently  secured.  But  I  contend,  sir,  if  the 
value  of  money  be  no  more  than  six  per  cent,  that 
it  will  not  be  because  of  the  defect  of  security 
that  the  Government  will  have  to  give  more — it 
will  be  on  account  of  the  confidence  given  to  the 
recondite  calculations  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  and  the  fears  excited  by  the  rheto- 
rical spectres  of  the  ffentleman  from  New  York; 
it  is  these  fearful  predictions  and  these  erroneous 
calculations  of  gentlemen,  and  these  only,  that 
can  shake  the  confidence  of  the  moneyed  men  in 
the  security  of  the  Government.  I  do  not  here 
allude,  sir,  to  what  I  consider  a  slander  on  gen- 
tlemen who  are  opposed  to  the  loan,  the  asser- 
tions in  the  public  prints,  that  efforts  are  used  to 
destroy  the  credit  of  the  Government  and  defeat 
the  loan.  I  will  not  suppose  it  to  be  true.  Such 
conduct  would  be  too  weak,  too  wicked,  too 
treasonable,  I  had  almost  said,  to  be  believed  of 
any  respectable  portion  of  our  citizens.  Nothing 
but  the  honest  fears  of  the  people,  excited  by  the 
arguments  of  gentlemen  here,  will  prevent  them 
from  loaning  money  to  Government  on  advan- 
tageous terms.  It  will  not  be  for  gentlemen 
hereafter,  if  the  Government  should  be  driven  to 
give  more  than  six  per  cent,  for  money,  to  com- 
plain of  that  which  is  the  consequence  of  their 
own  imprudence  in  exciting  false  alarms.  Not- 
withstanding the  like  statements,  arguments,  and 
predictiona  of  gentlemen  about  the  publie  debt, 
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the  loan  for  the  last  year  has  been  obtained,  and 
that  wanted  for  the  present  year  will  be  obtained 
in  like  manner,  I  trust,  at  the  lowest  jast  rate  of 
interest. 

The  particulars  of  the  loan  bill  present  the 
next  and  last  Yiew  of  the  subject.  The  gentle- 
men have  argued  orer  and  over  again  the  ques- 
tion relatiTe  to  limiting  the  ipterest  to  be  given 
for  the  loan.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
said  there  were  no  examples  of  such  unlimited 
power.  It  is  painful  for  me,  sir,  to  repeat  argu- 
ments  I  have  already  urged.  The  first  loan  ever 
authorized  by  the  Government  is  an  example. 
What  was  the  motive  for  allowing  the  Govern- 
ment then  to  give  an  indefinite  interest?  Was 
it  a  moment  of  difficulty?  Was  the  enemv  at 
yoor  gates  1  Was  he  in  the  mouths  of  your  har- 
bors, or  on  the  frontiers?  No;  the  Government 
was  in  profound  peace.  The  old  debt  which  was 
to  be  redeemed  by  the  loan  bore  a  reasonable  in- 
terest, and  yet  an  unlimited  power  as  to  the 
amount  of  interest  was  ffiven.  Why  was  it  done? 
Because  the  interest  of  the  Government  called 
for  it;  it  was  to  put  the  Government  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  monev  lenders.  If  the  Government 
had  then  passed  a  law  authorizing  a  loan  at  eight 
per  cent,  the  monev-holder  would  have  come 
forward  and  demanded  it ;  and  he  would  do  so 
now,  and  would  not  abate  an  iota  of  the  eight 
per  cent.  The  honorable  gentleman  says  there 
were  but  two  other  examples  of  this  kind,  the 
five  million  and  the  three  and  a  half  million 
loans;  and  he  calls  upon  us  to  take  teaming  by 
those  examples^  alluding  to  the  Administration 
of  that  day  having  given  eight  per  cent,  interest. 
That  high  interest  proceeded,  I  will  not  say  from 
the  abuse,  but  from  the  injudicious  exercise  of 
the  power  vested  in  the  Government;  and  if  the 
€k>vernment  were  to  do  now  as  the  Government 
then  did,  I  should  consider  it  as  abusing  it^ 
power;  but  I  do  not  mean  an  immoral  abuse  of 
power.  The  Government  may  now  possibly  not 
fteX  it  for  less ;  but,  if  they  do  not,  it  will  proceed 
from  causes  such  as  I  have  stated.  Trusting  the 
Government  thus  with  the  management  of  the 
loan,  and  the  negotiation  of  interest,  is  at  this 
time  not  so  indiscreet  as  to  go  into  market  and 
state  their  price.  1  wish  you  then,  sir,  to  copy 
the  wisdom  and  avoid  the  error  of  the  former 
Administration. 

But  there  were  other  instances  besides  that 
which  [have  mentioned,  and  the  three  and  a  half 
and  five  million  loans  to  Which  the  gentleman  has 
alluded.  There  was  one  for  naval  and  military 
appropriations,  of  one  and  a  half  millions.  There 
have  indeed  been  numerous  instances  of  such 
grants,  and  this  too  in  a  time  of  peace.  Con- 
gress are  authorized,  therefore,  in  point  of  prece- 
dent, in  granting  power  to  make  a  loan  without 
limitation  of  interest — and  I  will  not  disregard 
the  value  of  precedent  on  this  point,  though  it 
came  from  the  honorable  gentlemen,  and  though 
they  even  disown  it. 

I  need  not  I  hope,  sir,  give  any  further  answer 
to  the  argument  that  the  want  of  limitation  to 
the  interest  to  be  given  is  an  exceptionable  feature 


in  the  bill.  Nor  is  the  authority  to  sell  the  stock, 
or  give  a  premium,  more  exceptionable.  This  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  has  cor- 
rectly stated  is  a  matter  of  calculation.  Nothing 
is  more  true.  If,  by  the  sale  of  stock,  the  Gov- 
ernment can  make  a  better  bargain  than  by  the 
loan,  they  will  do  so ;  and  they  will  give  a  pre- 
mimuj  if  a  better  bargain  may  be  made  in  that 
way. 

I  need  not  enter  into  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  going  to  show  the  prob- 
able expense  of  the  war.  I  will  show  one  in- 
stance however  in  which  toe  gentleman  is  in  error. 
The  gentleman  has  stated  that  in  this  year  twen-, 
ty-one  million  will  be  added  to  the  debt  of  the 
nation.  Now  this  is  a  mistake;  there  will  not 
be  twenty-one  millions  added  to  the  debt  of  the 
natioii.  For  if  thirty-six  millions,  th^  sum  esti- 
mated for  the  present  year,  be  expended,  eight 
millions  of  it  at  least  will  be  expended  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  and  the  diminution  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt.  .  There  will  be 
expended  for  interest  about  three  millions.  The 
loan  (including  the  Treasury  notes)  wanted  for 
the  present  year  is  twenty-one  millions;  so  that 
the  amount  added  to  the  public  debt  during  the 
present  year  will  not  exceed  sixteen  millions. 
The  gentleman  says,  if  the  war  be  continued  four 
years,  it  will  add  to  our  debt  an  hundred  millions 
of  dollars.  Not,  sir.  if  the  interest  of  the  loans 
be  provided  for  witnin  each  year.  The  whole 
amount  of  four  years'  loans,  supposing  them  not 
greater  than  that  of  the  present  year,  and  they 
cannot  well  be  conceived  to  be  probably  greater, 
will  amount  to  but  sixty  millions,  and  will  not 
exceed  by  twenty-four  millions  the  sum  which 
the  republican  Administrations  of  this  Govern- 
ment have  paid  ofi*  of  the  public  debt. 

I  have  no  more  to  say,  sir,  on  the  merits  of 
these  bills.  But  gentlemen  have  again  given 
ns  a  dish  of  all  sorts,  and  called  our  attention  to 
the  war.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  ffave  us  the  reasons  why  he  would  not  sup- 
port the  war  or  vote  for  the  loan.  In  the  first 
place,  he  said  there  exists  a  Constitutional  right 
in  every  member  to  oppose  the  war.^  No  man 
denies  the  right,  and  very  far  am  I  from  question- 
ing it;  but  I  hope,  there  will  be  a  prudent  and 
a  conscientious  exercise  of  that  right.  I  do  not 
deny  that  gentlemen  act  conscientiously ;  but  I 
believe  they  are  mistaken  in  their  views.  The 
conduct  of  the  English  opposition  is  offered  as 
an  exam  pie.  But  our  Government  is  different 
from  that  of  England.  That  Government  con- 
sists of  the  people,  the  Sovereign,  and  the  privi- 
leged orders ;  our  Government  is  one  of  the  peo- 
ple alone.  In  that  Government  it  is  sometimes 
necessary  that  that  portion  of  it  which  represents 
the  people  should  be  in  opposition  to  the  Govern- 
ment. '  But  that  is  not  necessary  and  perhaps  not 
justifiable  here.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Srdw)  the  other  day,  in  his  admirable  speech, 
gave  us  illustrious  examples  of  Englishmea  dis- 
approving a  war,  and  yet  supporting  their  Gov- 
ernment in  carrying  it  on.  Gentlemen  have  a 
right  of  opposition,  but  they  ought  to  exercise  it 
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80  as  not  to  injare  their  couDtry,  and  they  oo^ht 
not  aDcharitably  to  upbraid  others  who.  Id  makmg 
war,  make  nothing  but  sacrifices,  and  run  every 
hazard  without  almost  any  hope ;  who  can  gain 
nothing  but  may  lose  ererything;  who  conse- 
quently can  hare  no  sinister  views,  and  must 
therefore  be  supposed  to  act  honestly. 

Gentleiften  have  again  adverted  to  the  partic- 
ular causes  of  the  war.  There  is  no  end  to  this 
subject.  Mocking  is  catching.  The  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ranoolph)  dur- 
ing the  last  session,  humorously  and  wittily, 
laughed  at  the  gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House 
for  the  frequent  recurrence  in  debate  of  the  pro* 
j^ct  of  invading  Canada.  He  said  their  crv  was 
^^  Canada,  Canada,  Canada !"  But  the  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition  have  not  only  borrowed  them, 
but  have  almost  robbed  the  majority  of  their  notes 
— they  have  not  been  satisfied  with  this,  but  so 
much  enamored  of  them  are  they,  that  they  have 
parodied  them,  and  cry  in  imitation,  almost  inces- 
santly, ^  War,  war,  war  T^  Their  reasoos  in  oppo^ 
sition  to  war  ar«  so  numerous,  that  in  this  par- 
ticular they  resemble  the  address  of  the  mayor 
of  an  obscure  town  in  France,  which  he  proposed 
to  deliver  to  the  great  Henry,  as  an  apologv  for 
not  firing  cannon  on  the  approach  of  the  Mon- 
arch, who  visited  the  town  in  one  of  his  progresses 
through  the  Kingdom.  He  said  they  had  eighty- 
nine  reasons  for  not  firibff  cannon ;  the  first  was, 
that  they  had  none!  The  ^ing  besought  him 
not  to  urge  any  more.  The  reasons  of  the  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  be  equally  numerous^  and  they 
have  one  equally  conclusive ;  they  will  not  sup- 
port the  war !  We  may  number,  but  how  shall 
we  describe  the  various  characters  of  the  reasons 
of  the  gentlemen  ?  I  know  no  way  so  ready  as 
by  an  alteration  of  the  words  which  the  poet  puts 
in  the  mouth  of  the  bacchanal  as  an  apology  for 
taking  his  glass — 

*'  A  friend,  a  toast,  or  being  dry. 
Or  lest  we  should  be  by  and  by. 
Of  any  other  rttuon  why." 

To  the  gentlemen  themselves,  who  abound  in 
fiction  and  fancy,  the  materials  of  poetry,  I  will 
leave  the  alteration. 

Mr.  Pitkin  rejoined. 

Mr.  WioosRY  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  bill ;  and  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the 
passaffe  of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

Ykas— 'Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  William  Batler, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Can^  Langdon  Chaves^ 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davia,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Blias  Baile, 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin  .Jamas'  Fiak, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haroer,  Aylett 
Hawea,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Ai.  Johnson, 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee»   Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 


Metcal^  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WUUam  Piper, 
James  Pleasants,  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  WiUiam  M. 
Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  B.  Robertson, 
John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebe- 
neser  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  SUas  Stow,  William 
Strong,  John  TaUaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Chailas 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Wfl- 
Uams,  WiUiam  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wrightr-79. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Ab^ah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  ;Martin  Chitten- 
den, Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  junior,  WU- 
iam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsboiongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Jamas 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mossier,  Joseph  Peamon,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely, 
Daniel  Shefiwy,  PhUijp  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea* 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Peleg  TaU- 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  Wilson— 41. 

GOVERNMENT  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  the  House  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  a  resolution  moved  by 
him  a  few  days  ago,  calling  on  the  President  for 
a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  holding  offices 
under  the  Govern ment  of  the  United  States. 
For  consideration  80,  against  it  30. 

Mr.  Blackledge  stated  that  the  objection  he 
had  formerly  entertained  to  this  resolution  had 
been  done  away  by  subsequent  reflection.  He 
had«  however,  an  amendment  to  propose,  the  oh- 

t'ect  of  which  was  to  procure  information  which 
le  thought  necessary,  in  order  to  dispel  the  ridi- 
culous and  false  stories  which  had  been  circula- 
ted through  the  country  of  our  armies  being 
mainly  officered  by  Frenchmen.  He  wished  to 
ascertain  the  facts  contemplated  by  the  amend- 
ment, which  would  go  to  show,  that  where  there 
yras  one  of  French  nativity,  there  were  twenty 
of  English  to  counterbalance  them.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding 
thereto  words  to  this  effect:  **and  that  where  the 
officer  shall  not  have  been  born  in  this  country, 
to  state  the  fact,  and  the  time  at  which  he  emi- 
grated to  this  cooQtry.'^ 

Mr.  Rhea  opposed  the  amendment,  because 
impracticable  and  unnecessary.  He  had  no  idea 
in  time  of  war  of  publishing  the  names  of  our 
officers  to  the  enemy,  or  he  might  have  voted  for 
the  whole  resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  in  principle,  but  could  not  consent  to 
incorporate  it  in  this  resolution,  because  it  would 
postpone  the  return  by  so  long  a  time  as  it  would 
require  (he  Government  to  collect  the  informa- 
tion contemplated  hj  it.  He  spoke  in  support  of 
his  resolution,  and  vindicated  it  from  Mr.  Rhba's 
objections,  citine  in  support  of  his  proposition 
the  example  of  the  British  Government  annuaJlj 
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makings  an  official  publication  of  the  names  of 
their  officers,  (fee.  He  was  as  anxious  as  any 
gentleman  to  ascertain  what  number  of  officers 
there  were  of  foreign  birth  in  the  Gorernment 
and  even  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Blackledoe  stated  his  object  only  to  be,  to 
be  enabled  officially  to  refute  an  mfamous  slander 
and  falsehood  circulated  at  the  eve  of  recent 
elections  in  some  of  the  States. 

Mr.^  Rhea  again  spoke  against  the  amendment, 
and  cited  the  recent  proclamation  of  the  Prince 
Regent  requiring  foreigners  to  return  home,  and 
the  conduct  of  British  naval  commanders,  as 
reasons  against  exposing  the  English  nativity  of 
our  citizens,  dbc.  - 

Mr.  Desha  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  and  amendment 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  against  the  resolution  and 
in  favor  of  postponement.  His  objection  ap- 
peared to  be  to  the  disclosure  of  the  names  of 
persons  employed  in  secret  service.  We  are 
surrounded  by  British  emissaries,  and  he  had  no 
idea  of  being  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  fight- 
ing the  enemy  on  equal  ground,  without  exposing 
the  names  of  our  agents. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  taken  and  negatived — yeas  47,  nays  60,  as 
follows : 

Tkas — Willis  Alston,  jr./  WiUiam  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  Robert 
Brown^  William  Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  IMnsmoor,  Elias 
Earls,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodvirn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Aboer  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaion  Lyle, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Jamas  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Monrow,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  Samael 
Rioggoldi  John  Rhea,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser 
Sage,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  Geerge  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Strong,  Charles  Tamer,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanns  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  William 

A.  BnrweU,  John  C.  Calhoan,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas 

B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport,  jr.»  William  Findley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Edwin 
Grayy  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Philin  B.  Key>  Lyman  Law,  WUliam  Lowndes,  Archi- 
bald MeBryde,  Samael  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Samuel. 
L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Ste|^en  Ormsby,  Jose^  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Eliiha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas 
B.  Robertson,  Lemuel  SAwyer,  Adain  Seybert,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  John  Smith,  Phitip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis 
B.  Stnrges,  Samael  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  David  R.  WUliams,  William .  Widgery,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Black 


Mr.  Wriqbt  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tfon  by  adding  thereto,  after  the  words  "  holding 
office  or  employment,"  the  words  ^  of  a  public 
mature  under  the  United  States." — Agreed  to. 

After  some  further  conversation  on  the  subject 
of  the  motion,  it  was  decided  as  follows :  For 
the  resolve  69,  against  it  39; 

YKAs-^Ezekiel  Baeon,  John  Baker,  Barwell  Bassett, 
WiUiau)  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  WiUiam  Black- 
ledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge, Elijah  Brigham,  WUUam  A.  Barwell,  WU- 
liam Butler,  John  C.  CaO^oun,  Francis  Carr,  Epaphro- 
ditus Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  MarUn  Chittenden, 
James  Cochran,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Davenport, jr., 
John  Dawson,  Samael  Dinsmoor,  WUUam  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Ridiard  Jickson,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  PhUip 
B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  WUliam  Lowndes,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  Samael  McKee,  James  MUnor,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas 'Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R. 
Pottery  Josuh  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
WiUiam  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas 
B.  Robertson,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  John  Stnith,  PhUip  Stuart,  SUas  Stow,  htyna 
B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  TaUaferro,  Benja- 
min Talhnadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  David  R..WUUams,  and  Thomas  WUson. 

Nats— WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  WUliam  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson  Archer,  David  Bard,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  WUliam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,.  Roger  Davis, 
Joseph  Desha,  WUUam  Findley,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  FeUx  Grundy, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  WU- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan, 
Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  Jonattian  Roberts,  Ebeneier 
Sage,  John  Sevier,  Gemrge  Smith,  WUliam  Strong, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Bakbr  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  present  the  resolution  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 


Tbubsdat,*  January  28. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Royal  Con- 
Terse.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  tibde  to-morrow. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  '|An  act 
making  provision  for  armin«^  and  equipping  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  classing  the  same.". 

[This  bUl  provides,  in  its  first  section,  a  further  ap- 
propriation of  $400,000  annuaUy  for  arming  the  whple 
body  of  the  miUtia  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  addition  to 
sums  already  ^  like  manner  pentaanently  appropria- 
ted.   The  five  next  sections  are  mere  detail  on  this 


^^,     .„^  ^, are  mere 

lbdob's  proposed  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  I  head.    The  6th  section  and  the  remainder  of  the 
negative — yeas  33.  i  bUl  provides  for  the  dassification  of  the  miUtiit  of  the 
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United  States,  into  three  claeaes ;  the  minor,  to  consist 
of  those  between  eighteen  snd  twenty-one  years  of  age ; 
the  junior,  of  those  between  twenty-one  and  Uiirty-one ; 
and  the  senior,  of  those  between  thirty-one  and  forty- 
fiTe,  &c.j 

Mr.  Bdbwell  moved  to  amend  the^  bill  by  stri- 
king out  the  proviso  of  the  10th  section,  which 
authorizes  substitutes,  and  supported  his  motion, 
at  some  length.    Mr.  Wrioht  opposed  and  Mr. 
McKiM. advocated  the  proposed  amendment. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  lost,  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
principle  and  details  of  this  bill,  as  ae  had  been 
uniformly  before  to  all  bills  of  similar  import  and 
character.  The  first  section  of  the  bill  on  your 
table  proposes  to  make  an  annual  appropriation 
of  $400,000,  in  addition  to  the  standing  annual 
appropriation  of  ((200,000,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing arms,  dbc.,  for  the  militia ;  and  provision 
is  made  in  the  subsequent  sections  for  dividing 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  into  three  classes, 
to  be  denominated  the  minora  jvmor^  and  9enior 
classes.  The  residue  of  the  bill  is  calculated  to 
carry  those  principles  into  effect. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  would  agree  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Williams,)  as 
to  the  fundamental  principles  An  which  he  de- 
fended the  bill,  viz:  that  the  great  body  of  our 
citizens,  who  form  the  militia  of  our  country, 
ought  to  be  armed ;  but  he  differed  from  him  as 
10  the  mode  of  accomplishing  the  .object.  The 
law  of  May  8, 1792,  under  the  Administration  of 
Greneral  Washington,  first  organized  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  by  establishing  an  uniform 
system  throuprhout  the  United  Sutes.  By  this 
law  every  citizen  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years,  duly  enrolM,  was  obliged 
10  equip  himself  completely  for  the  field,  which 
arms  were  to  be  exempt  from  arrests,  executions, 
dkc.  In  obedience  to  this  law,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  militia  have  armed  and  equipped 
themselves,  and  are  at  this  day,  in  that  respect, 
fit  for  any  military  duty.  What  is  the  argument 
for  altering^  this  law  ?  Because  another  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  militia  have  paid  no  atten- 
tioii  to  the  law,  and  have  wholly  neglected  or 
omitted  to  arm  themselves,  therefore  it  must  be 
altered  or  repealed.  If  this  be  ground  sufiiciei\t 
to  alter  the  law,  then  shall  we  have  a  precedent 
sufficiently  broad  to  alter  any  law. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  that  class  of  oar  citizens 
who  are  enrolled  in  the  militia,  are  those  who 
are  the  laboring  poor,  and  unable  to  arm  and 
equip  themselves.  I  inquire  of  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, whether  this  can  be  the  case  under  the  fair 
construction  of  our  militia  law?  Is  the  rich,  or 
the  middle  class  of  society  more  exempt  than  the 
poor?  Has  not  the  Irich  man  sons  and  appren- 
tices to  arm  and  accoutre  for  militia  duty,  as  well 
as  the  man  who  moves  in  the  humbler  walks  of 
life?  If  this  law,  which  has  been  in  operation 
.  more  than  twenty  years,  and  to  which  our  militia 
systems  (especUlly  in  the  Northern  States)  hare 


now  become  assimilated,  should  now  be  repealed, 
I  beg  leave  to  ask,  what  pledge  or  assurance  have 
we  that  any  other  law  will  share  a  better  fate? 

But,  sir,  although  I  can  never  eonsent  to  dua- 
ish  those  who  fulfil  the  requisition^  of  a  lav 
while,  at  the  same  time,  we  indirectly  reward 
those  who  break  it,  or  fail  to  comply  with  iu 
provisions,  if  the  fact  can  be  ascertained  that 
the  militia  really  desire  this  interference  of  the 
Legislature  to  provide  them  with  arms,  I  wili 
even  consent  to  draw  upon  the  Treasury  for  this 
object.    But  here  I  take  the  liberty  to  remark 
that  the  appropriation  contained  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  bill  ought  not  to  be  made  at  this  time 
for  the  following  reason :  On  the  23d  of  April. 
1808,  a  law  was  enacted,  purporting  to  be  *^  an 
act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equippiat 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the   United 
Sutes,"  by  which  it  was  declared  that  the  annual 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  should  be 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  providing  aroM, 
dbc.,  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  eithe 
bv  purchase  or  manufacture.  The  President  was 
also  authorized  to  erect  additional  arsenals  aad 
manufactories,  for  the  aforesaid  purposcL  as  be 
might  deem  expedient.    This  law  has   been  is 
operation  nearly  five  years,  and  of  course  aboat 
one  million  of  aoUars  has  accrued  to  the  fund  for 
arming  the  militia.    I  beg  gentlemen  to  give  mc 
their  attention  for  a  few  moments  while  I  ana- 
lyze the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  laid  ot 
our  tables  on  the  24th  of  December,  at  the  call 
of  this  House.    By  this  return  we  learn  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  drawn  from  the  Treasury 
the  sum  of  $483,000,  of  which  he  had  paid  over 
to  contractors  $99,792,  leaving  a  balance  unac^ 
counted  for  of  $383,208.    While  the   bill  now 
under  discussion  laid  on  our  tables,  this  return 
was  called  for,  and  after  I  saw  how  far  the  par- 
chases  of  arms  had  fallen  short  of  the  ntoaey 
appropriated,  I  called  on  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  company  with  my  honorable  friend  whoa'ii 
near  me,  (Mr.  Reed,)  and  inquired  why  the 
whole  appropriation  had  not  been  expended  ia 
the  purcnase  of  arms?  To  which  he  replied,  that 
th'e  money  could  not  be  usefully  expended  in  the 
United  States  for  the  objects  contemplated  by 
the  law.    He  assured  me  that  it  was  a  very  d^- 
cult  thing  to  procure  muskets  of  a  good  quM^ij 
in  quantities  sufficient  to  absorb  that  appropria- 
tion, and,  of  course,  that  a  further  appiopriatiea 
would  be  entirely  useless. 

After  this  I  called  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  gave  me  the  specific  sums  which 
had  been  paid  to  the  3ecretary  of  War  on  the 
aforesaid  annual  appropriation  of  4^iOO,000,  which 
amounted  to  $50C^0OO,  making  a  di&renee  in  the 
two  statemenu  of  917,000  against  the  Secretary 
of  War.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  further 
informed  me,  that,  according  to  a  standing  lav, 
there  had  been  passed  over  to  the  credit  of  the 
sinking  fund  $100,000  of  the  aforesaid  annual 
appropriation,  because  it  had  not  been  drawn  for 
within  the  time  limited  by  law;  which  proves 
most  incontestably  one  of  two  things,  either  that 
the  Executive  Department  has  been  guilty  of 
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gross  neglect  in  the  non-execation  of  the  law  of 
April,  1808,  or  else  that  the  monef  could  not  he 
judiciously  expended.  At  all  eTents,  the  fact 
stands  confessed  before  the  House,  that  even' 
allowing  that  $500,000  have  been  expended  in 
the  execution  of  the  law  of  April,  1808,  there  are 
now  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  hand — 
$100,000  being  lost  to  this  fund  as  before  stated — 
ready  to  be  expended  in  the. purchase  of  arms. 
I  inquire,  then,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Treas- 
ury^ when  loans  are  authorized  to  a  great  extent, 
unlimited  as  to  rate  of  interest  or  price  of  stocks, 
whether  it  can  be  prudent  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion contemplated  by  the  first  section  of  this  bill  ? 
I  presu*me  not. 

But  gentlemen  say,  as  there  was  no  appropria- 
tion in  the  law  of  1808  to  enable  the  President  to 
establish  new  factories,  he  was  unable  to  enlarge 
(he  manufacture  of  arms. 

To  this  I  reply,  that  if  the  President  had  dis- 
covered this  defect  in  the  law,  it  might  reasona- 
bly have  been  supposed  that  he  would  have  laid 
the  same  before  Congress.  But  the  fact  is,  it  was 
not  contemplated  to  arm  the  militia  from  the  fac- 
tories of  the  United  States.  These  were  the 
pitfces  where  the  troops  of  the  United  States  were 
to  be  supplied,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  pur- 
chases of  arms  for  the  militia  would  hare  been, 
on  contracts  with  citizens;  and,  accordingly,  you 
find  that,  in  this  way,  the  Secretary  of  War  re* 
ports  contracts  to  have  been  made.  The  great 
difficulty  lies  in  the  want  of  artists,  who  shall  be 
capable  of  doing  the  business  in  a  workmanlike 
manner.  An  officer  who  lately  went  to  one  of 
our  public  armories  (Springfield)  to  select  some 
muskets  for  service,  reported,  on  his  return^  that 
out  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  stands,  principally 
made  under  the  economical  direction  of  General 
Dearborn,  he  could  not  select  one  thousand  fit 
for  nse.  If  this  be  the  ease  with  arms  that  had 
been  inspected,  how  can  it  be  supposed  that  pri- 
vate factories  can  do  much  better?  If  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  stand  of  arms  can  be  manufac- 
tured yearly  for  the  use  of  the  militia,  beyond 
what  the  public  factories  can  deliver  for  the  use 
of  the  troops  and  arsenals  of  the  United  States, 
I  believe  it  will  be  as  much  as  may  be  expected, 
and  the  appropriation  under  the  law  of  1808  will 
be  adequate  for  this  purpose. 

While  I  am  upon  this  part  of  the  subject^  I 
take  occasion  further  to  remark,  that,  by  the  third 
section  of  the  aforesaid  law,  it  was  niade  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Executive  to  distribute  the 
arms,  dbc,  purchased  or  manufactured  by  virtue 
of  that  law,  to  the  several  States  and  Territories 
eomposioj^  this  Union,  in  proportion  to  their  effec- 
tive militia,  and  for  their  use.  The  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  that  subject,  now  l)ring 
before  me,  informs  us  how  this  has  been  done. 
It  is  almost  five  years  since  that  law  was  enacted, 
and  yet  many  of  the  States  have  not  received  a 
single  stand  of  arms  procured  under  that  law. 
Can  gentlemen  from  the  South  and  West  expect 
us  to  aid  them  in  passing  these  large  annual  ap- 
propriations, when  we  receive  no  part  of  the  ben- 
efits designated  by  the  law  ? 


A  Hreourrence  to  the  report  will  show  where 
the  arms  have  gone.  I  say.  then,  that  the  first 
■section  of  this  bill  is  worse  tnan  useless — 

1.  Because  it  purports  to  be  something,  when 
it  really  is  good  for  nothing. 

2.  Because  the  fund  under  the  law  of  April, 
1808,  is  now  more  than  can  be  judiciously  ex- 
pended—and 

3.  Because  I  am  unwilling  to  borrow  money 
at  an  extravagant  rate  of  interest,  to  fill  appro- 
priations not  sibsolqtely  necessary. 

It  was  my  intention,  when  I  rose,  to  have  re- 
marked onlv  on  the  first  section  of  this  bill,  which 
relates  to  the  annual  appropriation ;  but,  since  I 
am  up,  I  will  make  a  tew  remarks  on  the  other 
sections  of  the  bill,  which  relate  to  classing  the 
militia.  I  observe,  then,  that  this  principle  in 
the  bill,  is  in  my  judgment  radically  wrong,  in- 
as  mucn  as  it  is  roun.ded  on  the  detestable  doctrine 
that  the  militia  of  our  country  are  to  be  eonsid- 
ered  as  the  army  of  the  United  States.  I  cannot 
too  fully  impress  the  sentiment  upon  this  House 
and  upon  the  nation,  that  the  militia  of  this 
country,  in  a  strictly  military  sense,  are  the  ar- 
mies of  the  several  States,  and  should  never  be 
under  the  control  of  the  General  Government, 
only  when  the. exigencies  provided  for  by  the 
Constitution  exist.  Every  new  principle,  there- 
fore, which  is  introduced  into  the  militia  code, 
should  be  examined  with  a  jealous  eye.  I  inquire 
then,  for  what  purpose  this  system  of  forming  all 
the  militia  into  three  classes  is  introduced  ?  The 
answer  is  at  hand ;  it  is  to  form  them  into  a  more 
disposable  force  for  the  purposes  of  the  (General 
Government;  and  although  the  term  conscrip- 
tion is  odious  to  every  American,  and  quite  of- 
fensive to  the  friends  of  this  bill,  still  I  do  say, 
that  this  principle  of  classing  the  militia  partakes 
of  that  practice  in  a  degree ;  and  is  rendered  ob- 
noxious on  that  account.  Is  this  new  system 
called  for  by  the  States  >  whose  troops,  I  again 
assert,  are  to  be  affected  by  it.  I  answer,  no.  Are 
those  States  solicitous  for  this  innovation,  who 
have  formed  and  disciplined  their  militia  in  con- 
formity to  the  law  of  1792  ?  Most  assuredly  not. 
It  must  then  be  a  proposition  made  in  behalf  of 
those  who  have  never  regarded  our  militia  regu- 
lations,'to  affect  those  who  have  complied  with 
the  law,  and  are  satisfied  with  its  provisions.  I 
cannot  but  consider  the  request  a^  unreasonable 
in  its  nature,  and  dangerops  in  its  eonsequeoceej 


but  do  now 
en  from  the 


bill. 


Mr.  WiLUAMs  replied  to  Mr.  Tallmaoob,  and 
opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Stow  followed  in  support  of  the  bill,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Tallm adob.    - 

Mr.  Ely.— I  am  decidedly  friendly  to  the  arm- 
ing the  militia,  but  I  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
it  ought  to  be  done  as  it  has  been  done  from  the 
first  settlement  of  our  coantry*— the  course  has 
always  been  to  require  every  militiaman  to  be 
armed,  and  be  the  proprietor  of  his  arms.  But 
Congress  have  adopted  another  course.  Now  the 


927 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


928 


H.  OP  R. 


Arming  the  Militia, 


January,  1813. 


qaestioQ  is,  how  can  the  arms  be  procured  ?  Not 
aoy  more  speedily  by  the  appropriation  in  the 
present  bill.  We  hare  already  appropriations  to 
a  great  amount,  five  or  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  unexpended,  and  it  is  useless  to  make  at 
present  further  appropriations.    When  the  act 

^  of  1808  was  passed,  making  the  appropriation  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually,  I  was  of 
opinion,  and  then  contended,  that  ev^  that  mea- 
sure would  not  materially  promote  the  manufac- 
ture of  arms  in  the  United  States,  and  I  submit 
to  this  Committee  that  our  experience  has  shown 

•  that  I  was  correct.  The  reason  is,  that  the  reg- 
ular appropriation  for  arms  and  armories  is  as 
much  money,  or  very  nearly  as  much,  as  can  be 
profitably  expended  on  the  manufactures  of  that 
article  in  our  country. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee 
(Mr.  D.  R.  Williams)  seems  to  suppose  that  the 
failure  of  the  War  Department  to  apply  this  an- 
nual fund  for  the  purposes  intended,  is  owing  to 
neglect,  or  to  a  reluctance  in  the  department  to 
procure  those  arms  for  the  militia.  I  am  by  no 
means  satisfied  that  any  such  idea  is  correct. 
There  are  but  two  ways  in  which  arms  can  be 
obtained*  by  private  contract — none  can  be  im- 
ported in  the  present  state  of  the  world.  When 
the  United  States  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  arms,  which  was  under  a  law  passed  in  1794, 
the  President  located  three  armories,  one  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, one  in  Virginia,  and  one  in  South 
Carolina ;  two  of  these  soon  commenced  their  op- 
erations. These  establishments  have  been  grad- 
ually progressing  in  their  art,  and  extending  their 
machinery  and  their  works,  as  skilful  artificers 
became  instructed  in  the  business,  or  could  be  ob-^ 
tained,  until  they  produce  annually,  frOm  twenty 
to  twenty-five  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  still 
we  find,  frequently,  suggestions  from  gentlemen, 
that  the  arms  manufactured  in  these  establish- 
ments, with  all  these  advantages,  are  imperfect 
and  unsafe,  not  fit  to  put  into  the  nands  of  a  sol- 
dier. This  may  be  true  of  those  produced  in  the 
infancy  of  the  establishments,  but  I  am  not  sen- 
sible that  it  is  the  case  to  any  considerable  extent. 
I  believe  the  arms  manufactured  in  the  armo- 
ries have  been,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  them, 
good  and  safe.  But  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
that  in  these  institu^tions,  there  have  been  some 
ver^  unfortunate  mistakes.  Under  the  adminis* 
tration  of  the  former  Secretary^  Gkneral  Dear- 
born, there  were  manufactured  \n  one  of  them, 
near  15,000  muskets,  with  the  bayonets  soldered 
to  the  barrels.  These  arms,  believed  to  be  good 
in  other  respects,  are  considered,  in  their  present 
form,  to  be  good  for  nothing,  and  lie  useless. 
Still  it  is  believed  that  many  of  them  might,  by 
a  new  bayonet  affixed  to  the  barrel,  in  the  com- 
mon form,  be  made  good  nfuskets.  The  great 
difficulty  with  these  fited  bayonets  is,  that  they 
are  put  on  with  solder  that  has  not  strength,  they 
are  easily  broken  off  and  lost.  But  why  has  not 
the  Depjirtment  gone  on  with  their  armory  in 
South  Uarolina?  To  me  the  reason  is  obvious; 
it  is  because  artificers  of  competent  skill  could 
not  be  found,  unless^  indeed,  you  call  tb^m<  from  i 


the  other  establishments  already  in  operation, 
where  they  are  more  useful  than  they  could  be 
when  removed.  In  the  commencement  of  al- 
most every  manufactory  by  a  private  individual, 
or  by  a  State,  inducements  have  been  offered  to 
the  men  employed  in  the  public  armories,  to  leave 
them  and  ^o  to  a  different  rank,  and  better  pay, 
in  these  mmor  establishments.  This  was  a  fact 
which  fell  under  my  immediate  notice  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  State's  armory  at  Richmond. 
The  difficulty  has  been,  that  skilful  artificers  in 
this  branch  of  business  have  been,  and  are  still 
scarce,  and  to  this  is  to  be  imputed  the  tardy 
proj^ress  in  this  manufacture,  as  well  as.  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  arms  produced. 

But  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee  seems  to  suppose,  that  contracts  for 
arms  might  have  been  made  to  any  extent,  and 
these  sate  for  the  Qovernment,  as  the  persons 
making  them]  would  be  under  bonds.  I  do  not 
think  so.  It  has  been  found  in  the  experience  of 
the  Department,  that  many  of  the  arms  procured 
by  contract,  formerly,  were  very  poor,  and  such 
as  ought  not  to  have  been  received  ;  that  those 
now  contracted  for  will  be,  I  know  not.  But 
what  is  the  course  pursued  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment at  present?  They  advertise  that  they  are 
authorized  to  contract  for  arms,  and  are  ready  to 
receive  proposals,  an4  yet  a  mere  pittance  of 
your  annual  appropriation  is  expended.  Do  you 
wish  your  Secretary  to  make  contracts,  unless  he 
has  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  persons  who 
offer,  are  competent,  and  can  fulfil  them  7  I  trust 
not;  the  United  States  have  already  suffered 
enough  by  this  procedure.  I  have  been  informed, 
hf  the  late  Secretary  of  Wat.  that  contracts  were 
made  by  his  predecessor,  with  persons  at  or  near 
Lancaster,  in  Pennsylvania,  for  rifles,  where  the 
manufacture  in  that  branch  is  considered  more 
perfect  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union. 
That  on  these  contracts,  near  two  thousand  rifles 
were  inspected,  received  and  paid  for,  and  this 
by  inspectors  highly  recommended  ;  that  on  coia- 
plaint  being  made,  he  ordered  a  re-inspection  by 
a  skilful  artist,  in  that  braiich  of  business,  by 
whose  report,  which  I  saw,  not  one  rifle  of  the 
whole  number  was  found  to  be  fit  for  use,  or  good 
for  anything.  Would  the  honorable  Chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee  wish  the  public 
money  to  be  expended  in  this  way  ?  I  presume 
not.  I  say  that,  for  all  safe  contracts  that  can  be 
made,  the  former  appropriations  are  sufficient — ^I 
am  therefore  for  striking  the  appropriation  from 
the  bill. 

After  considerable  discussion  between  Messrs. 
Williams,  and  Wright,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  Tallmaoqe  against  it,  the  question  on  Mr. 
Tallmaoob's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion was  taken  and  lost. 

The  Committee  then  ro«eand  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  without  amendment.    . 


Frioat.  January  29. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:   from  New  York, 
Tbovas  P..QBO0vjiNOR,  elected  to  supply  the 
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Tftcancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  appeared,  produced  hts  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  bis  sear. 

Mr.  Cheyes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  presented  a  bill  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  remit  certain  fines,  pen- 
ahies,  and  forfeitures,  therein  mentioned;  wnich 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Hbmpstead,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  Daniel  Boone,  and 
the  resoimions  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentuckjr  in 
hia  behalf,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  to  revive  and 
continue  in  force  'An  act  declariiig  the  convent 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 

I  massed  the  twelfth  day  of  December,  1804,  estab- 
ishing  the  fees  of  the  harbor-master  and  health 
officer  of  the  ports  of  Savaonal),  and  St. Mary's;" 
in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Royal  Con- 
verse was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *^  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  ^An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed 
the  twelfth  day  of  December,  1804,  establishing 
the  fees  of  the  harbor-master  and  health  officer 
of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  PoiNDEZTER  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  additional  officers  (a  marshaland 
attorney)  in  the  several  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babsbtt,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
making  remuneration  to  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Constitution  frigate  for  the  captor e  and  ne- 
cessary destraction  of  the  British  frigate  Qoer- 
riere. 

The  sum  to  be  apppropriated  was  &xed^  on  mo« 
tion  of  Mr.  BaasBTT,  at  ^,000. 

The  Comihittee  then  reported  the  bHl,  and  the 
House  having  agreed  to  the  appropriation,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. - 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Philadelphia,  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  48  to  26, 
and  forthwith  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

TERRITORT  OF  MISSOURI. 
Mr.  McKeb,  from  the  select  committee  which 
was  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
aaieading  the  act  for  the  government  of  the  Mis- 
squri  Territory,  reported  against  any  amend- 
ment*   The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  to  them  referred  nn- 
der  their  consideration,  and  have  examined  the  act 
above  recited.  The  principal  difieolty  suggested  to 
the  committee,  occnrring  in  the  execution  of  the  law, 
appears  to  relate  to  the  electien  of  a  delegate  to  rap* 

12th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— sa 


resent  the  interest  of  the  Territory  in  the  Oongiess  of 
the  United  States.  By  the  first  elanse  of  the  6di  sec- 
tion of  the  act  it  is  provided  *'  that  the  House  of  Kep- 
resentattves  shall  be  composed  of  memben  elected  eve- 
ry second  year,  by  the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  to 
serve  Ibr  two  years.  By  the  13th  section  of  the  said 
act  it  is  also  providsd  **  that  the  citaxens  of  the  said- 
Territory  entitled  to  vote  for  Representatives  to  the 
General  Assembly  thereof,  shall,  at  the  time  of  electing 
their  Representatives  to  4ie  said  General  Assembly* 
also  elect  one  delegate  from  the  said  Territory  to  the 
Coiigressof  the  United  Stales.  It  also  appears  that' 
an  election  was  held  in  pursuance  of  the  act  on  the 
second  Monday  of  November  last,  when  a  delegate 
was  elected.  It  a|>pea]*  that  doubts  have  been  entsr^ 
tahied  whether  the  delegate  thus  elected  can  legaOj 
hold  his  seat  after  the  8d  day  oC  March  next,  and  an  ' 
alteration  in  the  law  has  been  ^suggested  as  necessary 
to  obviate  Uie  difficulty.  It  seems  to  the  committee 
thattbe  first  clause  of- the  6th  seeCon,  and  the  Idth 
section  of  the  act,  taken  toother,  leaves  no  room  fi>r 
doubt,  but  evidently  fixes  the  period  for  Which  the  del- 
egate may  hold  his  seat  at  two  years  fiwm  the  second  ^ 
Monday  of  November  last ;  and  it  follows,  as  a  neoe»^ 
sary  consequence,  that  the  delegate-  elected  in  puiwi* 
ance  of  the  law,  and  ibr  the  term  of  two  years,  cannot- 
be  deprived  of  his  right  to  a  scat  by  any  snbsequoit' 
law. 

It  also  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  Territorial 
Legislature  are  famished,  by  the  7th  section  of  the  act, 
with  competent  power  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
elections  so  as  to  obviate  any  difficulty  that  may  occur 
in  the  subsequent  elections  of  a  delegate. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  foUowins 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  providing 
for  the  government  of  the  Territoiy  of  Missouri,"  re- 
quires no  amendment. 

By  Benjamin  Homatdy  Oonemcr  of  the  Terriiory  of- 
Louiiaiana,   Commander4n^Chief  of  the  Mtkiia 
thereof,  and  Superintendent  of  mdiucn  Affoirtt  in 
end  over  the  same  .- 

A   PROCLAMATIOK. 

In  discharge  of  those  duties  enjoined  on  the  Gov- 
ernor of  this  Territory  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  approved  the  4th  of 
June,  1812,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,"  I  have  made  the 
following  arrangements,  preparatoiy  to  the  new  organ- 
ization of  .Government  to  be  instituted  by  the  said  act, 
and  which  will  commence  its  operation  on  the  first 
Mondsy  in  December  next :  that  is  to  ssy : 

I  have  divided  the  future  Territory  of  Missouri  into  ' 
Are  counties,  excluding  from  the  civil  jarisdiction  of 
each  of  said  counties  any  tract  or  tracts  ef  country 
which  may  fall  within  their  respective  general  limits, 
ss  hereinafter  set  forth,  the  Indian  title  to  which  may 
not  have  been  extinguished. 

That  portion  of  territory  situated  north  of  the  Mis- 
souri river,  end  usually  Ipiown  by  the  name  of  the 
Forks,  as  lying  between  Uiat  river  and  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, shsn  compose  one  county,  and  be  called  the 
county  of  8t  Charles. 

That  portion  of  territoiy  bounded  by  the  Missouri 
river  on  the  north;  by  the  Mitsiasippi  on  the  east ;  on 
the  south  by  the  Platin  creek,  from  its  mouth  to  its 
source ;  thence  by  a  west  line  to  the  Missouri  river,  or 
to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Osage  purchase  ;  and 
on  the  west,  by  the  said  western  boundary  of  Uie  Os- 
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age  parehaie»  ihtU  compote  one  other  cottnty,  and  be 
called  the  county  of  8t.  Louie. 

That  portion  of  territory  bounded  by  the  county  of 
St  Louis  on  the  north ;  on  the  eaet  by  the  MiMiMippi ; 
on  the  south  by  Apple  creek,  from  ite  mouth  to  its 
source;  thence  by  a  due  west  line  to  the  western  boun- 
darr  of  the  Osage  purchase;  and  on  the  west,  by  the 
said  western  boundary  of  the  Osage  purchase,  shall 
compose  one  other  county,  and  be  called  the  county  of 
St  GenevieTe. 

That  portion  of  territory  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  south  limit  of  the  county  of  St.  GeneTieve ;  east 
by  the  Mississippi ;  west  by  the  western  boundary  'of 
the  Osage  purchase;  and  soi^th  by  that  line  which 
formerly  separated  the  commanders  of  Gape  Girardeau 
and  New  Madrid,  and  known  more  recently  as  the 
boundary  between  those  two  districts,  shall  compose 
one  other  county,  and  be  called  the  county  of  Cape 
Girardeau. 

That  portion  of  territory  bounded  north  by  the  south 
limit  of  the  county  of  Gape  Girardeau  i  east  by  the 
Mississippi ;  south  by  the  83d  degree  of  north  latttude, 
(the  southern  boundary  of  this  Territory  as  settled  by 
act  of  Congress ;)  west  by  the  western  boundary  of  the 
Osage  purchase;  and  from  the  southern  ettremi^ 
thereof  to  the  38d  degree  of  north  latitude  aforesaid, 
ahall  compose  one  other  county^  and  be  ^called  the 
county  of  New  Madrid.  ' 

And  I  do  hereby  make  known  and  declare  that  elec- 
tions qf  ReprescntatiTes,  to  senre  in  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  future  Territory  of  Missouri,  shall  be 
holden  throughout  the  Territory,  on  the  second  Mon-, 
day  of  November  next,  at  the  respectiye  seats  of  jus- 
tice of  the  present  districts,  which  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  the  seats  of  justice  for  the  several  future  counties 
respectively,  except  that  the  town  of  New  Madrid  shall 
be  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  future  county  of  New 
Madrid,  which  said  future  county  will  comprehend  the 
present  distrlcto  of  New  Madrid  and  Arkansas ;  to  wit : 
at  the  town  of  St.  Charles  for  the  future  county  of  St 
Charles,  at  which  time  and  place  there  will  be  chosen 
for  the  said  county  two  Representatives.  At  the  town 
of  St.  Louis  for  the  future  county  of  St.  Louis,  at 
which  time  and  place  there  will  be  chosen  four  Repre- 
sentatives. At  the  town  of  St.  Genevieve  for  the  fu- 
ture county  of  St  Genevieve,  at  which  time  and  place 
there  will  be  chosen  for  the  said  county  three  Repre- 
sentatives. At  the  town  of  Gape  Girardeau  for  liie 
future  county  of  Gape  Girardeau,  at  which  time  and 
place  there  will  be  chosen  for  the  said  county  two  Rep- 
sentatives.  And  at  the  town 'of  New  Madrid,  for  the 
foture  county  of  New  Madrid,  at  which  time  and  place 
there  will  be  chosen  for  the.  said  county  two  Repre- 
sentatives. 

And  I  do,  moreover,  make  known  and  decla^  that, 
on  the  said  second  Monday  of  November  next,  an  elec- 
tion will  also  be  holden,  at  the  several  seats  of  justice 
aforesaid,  for  a  Territorial  delegate  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States*  And  I  do  enjoin  and  requiie  that 
these  elections  be  holden  by  the  sherifis  of  the  present 
districts,  or  in  their  absence,  or  inability  to  act,  by  the 
coroners  respectively;  that  the  said  sherifis  or  coroners 
shall  take  the  polls  of  those  qualified  to  vote;  that  the 
clerks  of  the  courts  of  the  present  districts,  or  their  de- 
puties, shall  respectively  write  down  the  names  of  the 
voters  in  a  fair  and  legible  manner,  and  that  the  presi- 
ding judges  of  the  courts  of  the  present  districts  respec- 
tively, or  in  case  of  absence,  or  inability  to  act,  the 
next  in  commission  shall  attend,  and  be  judges  of  the 


qualification  of  the  voters ;  that  the  said  elections  shall 
be  opened  at  the  respective  seats  of  justice  aforesaid, 
at  or  before  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  said  second 
Monday  of  November,  and  close  at  sunset  of  that  day. 

And  the  sherifb  or  coroners  respectively,  after  hav- 
ing caused  the  proces-verbal  of  said  polls  to  be  signed 
by  the  clerks  or  their  deputies,  who  may  have  respec- 
tively committed  the  same  to  writing,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  judges  respectively  who  may  have  attend- 
ed Uie  elections,  will  themselves  certify  the  same,  ex- 
plicitly stating,  at  large,  the  names  of  tiie  persona  elect- 
ed as  Representatives,  and  the  name,  of  the  person 
having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  a  delegate  to 
Congrese*  and  ^ake  immediate  return  thereof  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Territory.       ^ 

And  I  do,  lastly,  enjoin  and  require,  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  several  future  counties,  so  as  afore- 
said to  be  elected,  do  convene  in  the  town  of  St.  Louis 
on  the  first  Mondiay  in  December  next,  as  provided  by 
the  act  of  Congrress  aforesaid. 

In  testimony,  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Given 
under  my  hand,  at  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  the  finrt  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  thirty-seventh. 

BENJAMm  A.  HOWARD. 

For  the  information  of  the  people  who  are  called  on 
to  decide  the  right  of  sufirage  by  the  Govemor'e  pro- 
clamation, we  have  inserted  below  that  part  of  the  law 
which  defin'es  the  qualification  as  well  of  the  Rqnesen- 
tative  as  of  the  voter. 

"  No  person  shall  be  eligible  or  qualified  to^  be  a  Rep- 
resentative, who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  not  have  resideid  in 
the  Territory  one  year  next  preceding  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, and  who  shall  not  be  a  freeholder  within  the 
county  in  which  he  may  be  elected ;  and  no  person 
holding  an  office  under  the  United  States,  or  an  office 
of  profit  under  the  Territory,  shall  be  a  Representative. 
In  case  of  vacancy,  by  death,  resignation,  or  removal  or 
otherwise  of  a  Representative,  the  Governor  ahall  iasue 
a  writ  to  the  oounty  wherever  k  vacancy  may  be  as 
aforesaid,  to  elect  another  person  to  serve  the  reeidue 
of  the  term.  That  all  fiee  white  male  dtisena  of  the 
United  States  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who 
have  resided  in  said  Territory  twelve  months  next  pre- 
ceding an  election,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a  territo 
rial  or  conntj  tax,  assessed  at  least  six  months  previous 
thereto,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  Representatives  to 
the  General  Aasembly  of  said  Territory." 

The  report  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  th&  table. 

rOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mh  QBUNDr,  from  the  Committee  of- Foreign 
Relations,  made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  of  the  4th  day  of  November 
last,  as  relates  to  our  Foreign  Afiairs,  report : 

That  in  presenting  to  the  House  at  this  time  a  view 
of  our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  deemed  un- 
necessary to  recite  the  causes  which  produced  the 
war.  Tlie  wrongs  which  the  United  States  had  re- 
ceived from  Uiat  Power,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  had 
already  been  laid  before  the  public,  and  need  not 
again  be  enumerated ;  they  were  too  deeply  felt  to 
have  been  forgotten,  although  they  may  be  forgiven 
by  the  American  people.  The  United  States  having  en- 
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gmged  in  the  w«r  for  the  sole  purpose  of  vindicating 
their  rights  and  honor,  that  motiTO  alone  shonld  ani- 
mate them  to  its  close.  It  becomes  a  free  and  virtn- 
ous  people  to  give  an  useful  example  to  the  world.  It 
is  the  duty  of  a  representatiTe  Government  to  render 
a  &ithfnl  account  of  its  conduct  to  its  constituents.  A 
juat  sensibilitj  to  g^at  and  unprovoked  wrongs  and 
indignities  wUl  justify  an  appeal  to  arms;  sn  honora- 
ble reparation  should  restore  the  hlesiings  of  peace ; 
erery  step  ^Hiich  they  take  should  be  guided  by  a  sa- 
cred regard  to  principle. 

To  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  duties  which  the 
United  States  haTe  to  perform,  it  is  necessary  to  take 
a  Tiew  of  the  commnnications  which  have  passqd  be- 
tween the  Ezecntive  of  the  United  States  and  the 
British  Government  since  the  declaration  of  war. 
Such  a  TieW)  the  committee'  is  persuaded,  vrill  show 
distinctly  the  existing  ground  of  controversy  between 
the  two  nations^  and  Sie  indispensable  obugation  on 
the  United  States  to  maintain  it. 

Yonr  commit^  has  seen  with  much  satisftction, 
that,  at^the  moment  of  the  declaration  of  war,  the  at- 
tention of  the  ExecutiTe  was  engaged  in  an  efbrt  to 
bring  it  to  a  speedy  and  honoraUe  termination.'    As 
«arly  as  the  twenty-sixth  of  June  last,  the  Cfiarg6 
d'Affiuros  of  the  United  States  at  London  was  in- 
structed to  propose  to  the  British  Government  an  ar- 
mistice, to  take  immediate  eSoeU  on  conditions  which 
it  is  believed  the  impartial  world  will  consider  sale, 
honorable,  and  advantageous  to  Ghreat  Britain.    They 
were  few  in  number,  and  limited  to  positive  wrongs 
duly  praustised.    That  the  Orders  in  Council  should 
be  repealed,  and  that  our  flag  should  protect  our  sea- 
men, were  the  onfy  indispensable  conditions  insisted, 
on.     Other  vrrongs,  however  great,  were  postponed 
for  amicable  negotiation.    As  an  inducement  to  the 
British  Government  to  forbear  these  wrongs,  it  was 
proposed  to  repeal  the  non-imp<ntation  law,  and  to 
prohibit  the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  the 
public  and  private  vessels  of  the  United  States ;  par- 
ticular care  was  taken  that  these  propositions  should 
be  made  in  a  form  as  conciliatory  as  they  wera  amica- 
ble in  substance.  / 

Your  committee' cannot  avoid  expressing  its  aston- 
ishment at  the  manlier  in  which  they  w^re  received. 
It  was  not  suflScient  to  reject  the  proposed  armistiee; 
terms  of  peculiar  ropreach  and  insult  were  adopted  to 
make  the  rejection  oflensive. 

It  happened,  that  almost  on  the  same  day' in  which 
the  United  States,  after  having  been  worn,  out  with 
accumulated  wrongs,  had  resorted  to  the  last  and  only 
remaining  honorable  alternative  in  suppwt  of  their 
rights,  the  British  Government  had  repealed,  condi- 
tionally, its  Orders  in  Council.  That  measure  was 
unexpected,  because  every  application  for  it  had  foiled, 
although  repeated  to  the  very  moment  itrwas  decided 
on.  Conditional  as  the  repeal  was,  it  was  admitted  to 
hfive  removed  a  great  obstacle  to  aooommodi^n. 

The  other  only  remifoied :  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment. It  was  proposed  to  the  British  Government  to 
open  an  amicable  negotiation  to  proride  a  substitute  to 
it,  which  should  be  considered  an  ample  equivalent. 
The  substitute  proposed  was  defined,  arid  of  a  cha^• 
acter  so  oomprdiensive  as  to  have  removed,  as  was 
presumed,  every  possible  objection  to  an  accommoda- 
tion. The  proposition  before  made  to  exclude  British 
seamen  from  our  service  was  enlarged,  so  as  to  com- 
prehend all  native  British  sutjects  not  already  natu- 
ralised, or  entitled  to  naturalization,  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  this  was  likewise  rejected. 


Your  committee  have  sought  vrith  anxiety  some 
proof  of  a  disposition  in  the  British  Government  to 
accommodate  on  any  foir  condition  the  important  dif- 
ference between  the  two  nations  relative  to  impress- 
ment, but  they  have  sought  in  vain ;  none  is  to  be 
found  either  in  the  communications  of  the  British 
Minister  to  the  American  Charg6  d'Affidres  at  Lon- 
don, or  in  those  of  the  Commander  of  the  British 
naval  forces  at  Halifox  made  by  order  of  his  Govem- 
meiit  to  th^  Department  of  State.  They  have  seen 
with  regret,  that  although  Lord  Castiereagh  profened 
a  wilKngness  in  his  Government  to  receire  and  diM 
cuss  amicably  any  poposition  having  in  view  eiUier  to 
check  abuse  in  die  practice  of  unpresement,  or  to  pro- 
vide a  substitute  to*  it,  he  not  only  declined  entering 
into  a  negotiation  for  tiie-purpose,butdisconBftenanced 
the  expectation  that  any  substitute  could  be  prc^rased 
which  nit  Government  would  accept.  It  merits  notice* 
also,  though  it  ceased  to  be  a  cause  of  surprise  that, 
in  the  communication  of  Admiral  Warren  to  the  De- 
partment of  State,  the  subject  of  impressment  was 
not  even  alluded  to. . 

Had  the  Executive  consented  to  an  armistice  on  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  without  a  satisfoctoiy 
prorision  against  impressment,  or  a  clear  and  diitinct 
undentandmg  with  the  British  Government  to  that 
efiect,  in  some  mode  entitled  to  confidence,  yonr  com- 
mittee would  not  have  hesitated  to  disapprove  it. 

The  imoressment  of  our  seamen  being  deservedly 
considerea  a  principal  cause  of  the  war,  the  war 
ought  to  be  prosecuted  until  that  cause  was  removed. 
To  appeal  to  arms  in  defence  of  a  right;  and  to  lay 
them  down  vrithout  securing  it,  or  a  satisfoctory  evi- 
dence of  a  good  disposition  in  the  opposite  party  to 
secure  it,  would  be  considered  in  no  otber  light  than  a 
relinquishment  of  it-  To  attempt  to  negotiate  after- 
wards for  the  security  of  such  right,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  any  of  die  arguments  which  have  been  urged 
before  the  declamtion  of  vrar  and  been  rejected,  would 
have  more  weight,  after  that  experiment  had  been 
made  in  vain,  would  be  an  act  of  folly  which  would 
not  foil  to  expose  us  to  the  scom  and  derision  of  the 
Britidi  nation,  and  of  the  world. 

On  a  full  view,  therefore,  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  its  transactions  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment since  the  declaration  of  war,  the  committee  con- 
sider it  their  duty  to  express  their  entire  approbation 
of  it  They  perceive  in  it  a  finn  resolution  to  support 
the  rights  and  honor  of  their  conntiy,  with  a  sincere 
and  commendable  disposition  to /promote  peace,  on 
sudi  just  and  honorable  conditions  as  the  United 
States  may  with  safety  accept 

It  remains,  therefore,  for  the  United  States  to  take 
their  final  attitude  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  main- 
tain it  with  consistdnqr,  end  with  unshaken  firmness 
and  constancy. 

The  manner  in  which  the  friendly  advances  and 
liberal  propositions  of  the  Executive  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  British  Government  has,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, extinguished  the  hope  ot  amicable  accommoda- 
tion. It  is,  however,  possible  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment, after  instructing  Admiral  Warren  to  communi- 
cate to  die  Department  of  State  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
den  in  Council,  may  have  declined  the  arrangement 
proposed  by  Mr.  Russell,  in  the  expectation  that  that 
measure  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  United 
States.  Be  this  as  it  may,  your  committee  consider  it 
the  duty  of  this  House  to  explain  to  its  constituents 
the  remaining  cause  of  controversy^  the  precise  nature- 
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of  that  eai]se»  «Ad  the  high  obligatum  whidi  it  im- 
poiM. 

From  what  hai  baon  atatad,  it  appaan  that  howavar 
giaat  tha  sannbility  to  othar  wrongs,  tha  impraHmant 
M*  our  Maman  was  that  alona  which  prevantad  an  ar* 
mistioa,  and  in  all  probability  an  aocommodation. 
Had  that  gssat  intarastbaen  arranged  in  a  satisiaetory 
Buumar,  tha  Prssidant  wf|a  willing  to  raly  on  tha  m- 
trinsta  jostiea  of  othar  claamap  and  tha  amieabla  spirit 
ui  which  tha  nagotiatton  would  have  bean  entered 
into,  for  satisfaction  in  their  favor.  Great  Britain 
daims  a  right  to  impress  her  own  seaman,  and  to  az- 
ereiae  it  in  American  ▼assels.  In  the  practice  British 
craiseis  impress  American  dtiiana,  and  from  tiia  na- 
ture of  things  it  is  impossiUa  that  that  abnsa  shonld 
not  ha  eaitied  to  a  great  extant  A  snbaltam  or  any 
other  officer  of  the  British  navy  ought  not  to  be  the 
arintar  in  such  a  case.  Tha  liberty  and  lives  of  Amer- 
ican dtiaens  ought  not  to  depend  on  the  will  of  such 
a  party. 

Tha  Britith  Ooyemment  has  insisted  that  erary 
American  citizen  should  carry  with  him  the  evidence 
of  hiadtiianship,  and  that  aH  those  not  possessed  of  it 
might  be  impressed.  This  criterion,  if  not  otherwiea 
objectionable,  would  be  so,  as  tha  document  might  be 
lost,  destroyed,  or  taken  iiom  the  party  to  whom  it 
was  granted,  nor  might  it  in  all  cases  be  entitled  to 
respect,  as  it  might  be  counterfeited,  transferred,  or 
granted  to  improper  parsons.  But  this  rule  is  liable  to 
other  and  much  stronger  objections.  On  what  princi- 
pla  doee  the  British  Government  daim  of  the  United 
States  so  great  and  shameful  a  degradatioa  ?  Ought 
the  free  eitizans  of  an  independent  Power  to  carry 
with  them  on  the  main  ocean,  and  in  thiair  own  voi- 
sals»  the  evidence  of  their  freedom  ?  And  axe  all  to 
be  considered  British  subjects,  and  liabla  to  impress* 
mant,  who  do  not  bear  with  them  the  badge?  Is  it 
not  more  consirtent  with  every  idea  both  of  public  as 
wall  aa  of  private  right,  that  tha  party  setting  up  a 
daim  to  any  intarort,  whether  it  be  to  parsons  or  prop- 
erty, diouU  prove  hie  rightl  What  would  be  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  under  similur  eiranmstaneas  1 
Would  she  permit  the  public  ship  of  any  othar  Power, 
disregarding  the  rights  of  their  flag,  to  enter  on  board 
her  merchant  vessels,  take  from  them  such  part  of 
their  craws  aa  tha  boarding-officer  thought  fit,  often 
her  own  subjecM,  exposing  by  means  thereof  their 
vessels  to  destruction!  Would  she  suffer  sudi  an 
usurpation  to  derive  any  sanction  from  her  patient  fer- 
bearanoe? 

With  tha  British  daim  to  impress  British  seaman, 
the  United  States  have  no  right  to  intevfeia,  provided 
it  be  in  British  vessels,  or  in  any  other  than  those  of 
the  United  States.  That  American  dtixens  shonld  be 
exempted  from  its  operation,  is  all  that  they  demand. 
Experience  has  shown  that  this  cannot  be  secured 
otherwise  than  by  the  vessels  in  which  they  sail.  Take 
from  American  citizens  this  barrier,  which  ought  to  be 
hdd  sacred,  and  there  is  nothing  to  protect  them 
against  the  rapadous  gran>  of  the  British  navy.  This, 
then,  is  the  extent  of  &e  demand  of  tbe  United  States, 
a  demand  so  just  in  itself,  so  consistent  and  insepara- 
ble from  their  rights  as  an  independent  nation,  that  it 
has  been  a  cause  of  astonishment  that  it  should  ever 
have  ))een  called  in  question.  The  foundation  of  the 
British  daim  is,  that  British  seamen  find  employment 
in  the  service  of  the  United  SUtes ;  this  ii  represented 
as  an  evil  affecting  essentially  the  great  interesta  of 
the  British  natbn*    This  complaint  would  have  more 


weight  if  sanctioned  by  the  British  example.  It  is 
known  on  the  contrary  that  it  is  in  direct  repugnance- 
to  it.  GreaA  Britain  doee  not  scruple  to  receive  into 
her  service  all  who  enter  it  voluntarily.  If  she  con- 
fined herself  within  that  limit,  the  present  controversy 
would  not  exist.  Heretofore  the  subjects  of  even  tho 
most  despotic  Powers  have  been  left  at  liberty  to  pur- 
sue their  own  happiness  by  honeet  industry,  wherever 
their  inclination  leid  them,  The  British  Government 
refuses  to  its  seamen  that  privilege.  Let  not  thia, 
then,  be  a  ground  of  controversy  with  that  nation. 
Let  it  be  distinctly  undeiatood,  that  in  case  an  ar- 
rangement should  be  made  between  ihe  two  nationsb 
whareby  each  should  exdude  from  its  servioe  the  dti- 
lens  and  subjects  of  the  other*  on  the  prindplea  and 
conditions  above  stated^  that  this ,  Houae  will  be  pre- 
pared, so  fer  aa  depends  on  it,  to  give  it  effect,  and 
tor  that  puipoea  to  enact  laws,  with  snoh  regulationa 
and  pandtias  M  will  be  adequate.  With  thia  pledga» 
it  is  not  perceived  on  what  ground  the  British  Gov- 
ernment can  persist  in  its  claim.  If  British  seaman 
are  exduded  from  tha  eervice  of  the  United  States,  as 
may  be  efiectually  done,  the  foundation  of  the  claim 
DBUSt  cease.  When  it  is  known  that  not  one  British 
seamafi  could  be  found  on  board  American  veaeels^  it 
would  be  absnr4  to  urge  that  fr^t  aa  a  motive  lor  such 
impreesment. 

In  declaring  a  willingness  to  give  effect  to  tho  pro- 
posed arrangement,  your  conmiittee  condder  it  equally 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  dadare,  in  terms  the  most 
decisive,  that  should  tha  British  GovcmoMnt  still  de- 
cline it,  and  pereevare  in  the  practice  of  impraasment 
from  American  vessds,  the  United  States  will  never 
acquiesce  in  that  practice,  but  will  resist  it  unoeadngly 
with  all  their  feree.  It  if  not  necessary  now  to  inquire 
what  the  course  would  have  been  with  respect  to  im- 
preesment, in  case  the  Orders  in  Council  had  been 
repeded  before  the  declaration  of  war— or  how  k»g 
the  practice  of  impressment  would  have  been  borne,  in 
tbe  nope  that  that  repeal  would  have  been  fellowed  hj 
asatis&ctory  airangamantwith  respect  to  impraasment. 

War  having  been  declared,  and  the  case  of  inipreea- 
ment  bdng  necessarily  included  as  one  of  the  most 
important  causes,  it  is  evident  that  inmost  be  provided 
for  in  the  pacification.    The  omission  of  it  in  a  traatj 
of  peace,  would  not  leave  it  on  its  former  ground ;.  it 
would  in  effect  be  an  absolute  relinquishment,  an  idea 
at  which  the  feelings  of  eveiy  American  must  revolt. 
The  seamen  of  tiia  United  Stetes  have  a  claim  on  thaer 
country  for  protection,  and  they  must  be  protactad.    If 
a  single  sh^  is  taken  at  eea,  and  the  fMroperty  of  aa 
American  eitiien  arrested  from  him  unjustly,  it  rouses 
the. indignation  of  tha  country.    How  much  mora 
deeply  than  ought  we  to  be  exdted,  when  wo  behold 
so  many  of  this  gallant  and  highly  meritorious  daaa  of 
our  fellow-dtizena  enatehed  from  the  bosoms  of  their 
femiKes  and  of  thdr  country,  and  carried  into  a  cruel 
and  afflicting  bandage !    It  is  an  evil  which  ought  not» 
whidk  cannot  be  long  \olerated.  '  Without  dwelling  on 
the  auflerings  of  the  victims,  or  on  that  wide  scene  oT 
distress  which  it  spreads  among  their  relatives  through 
the  conatiy,  the  practice  is  in  Itself  in  the  highest  4fo- 
gree  degrading  to  the  United  States  as  a  nation.    It  is 
incompatible  with  their  sovereignty — ^it  is  subversiva 
of  the  main  pillars  of  their  independence.    The  fiir- 
bearance  of  me  United  States  under  it  has  been  mis- 
taken for  pusillanimity. 

The  British  pretennon  was  maturing  fruit  Into  a 
right    Had  resistance  been  longer  delayed,  it  might 
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luTe  bteome  one.  Erery  Adminiftration  remonstrated 
Bgainat  it,  in  a  tone  which  bespoke  the  growing  indig- 
nation of  the  oenntrj.  Their  remonstranees  produced 
no  efie^  It  was  worthy  the  illnstrious  leader  of  oar 
anniesy  when  called  by  the  voice  of  his  coantry  to  the 
head  of  the  OoTemment,  to  panse,  rather  than  recom- 
mend to  his  feUow-dtoens  a  new  war,  before  they  had 
recovered  from  the  calamities  of  the  late  one.  It  was 
worthy  his  immediate  snccessors  to  follow  his  exam- 
ple. In  peace,  ottr  free  system  of  Government  would 
gain  strength,  and  our  happy  Union  become  consoli- 
dated. But  at  the  last  session,  the  period  had  arrived 
when  forbearance  could' be  no  longer  justified.  It  was 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  take  up  this  subject  in  con- 
nexion with,  the  other  great  wrongs  of  which  they 
complained,  and  to  seek  redress  in  the  only  mode 
which  became  the  Representatives  of  a  free  people. 
They  have  done  so  by  appealing  to  arms,  and  that  ap- 
peal will  be  supported  by  their  constituents.     . 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  an  interesting  crisis 
has  a/rived  in  the  United  States,  but  they  have  no 
painfial  apprehension  of  its  consequences.  The  course 
before  them  is  direct.  It  is  pointed  out  equally  by  a. 
.regard  to  the  honor,  the  rights,  and  the  interests  of  the 
nation.  If  we  pursue  it  with  firmness  and  vigor,  re- 
lying on  the  aid  of  Heaven,  our  success  is  inevitable. 
Our  resourced  alte  abundant ;  the  people  are  brave  and 
virtnous,  and  their  spirit  unbrolLsn.  The  gallantry 
of  our  infant  Navy  bespeaks  our' growing  greatness 
on  that  element,  and  that  of  our  troops  when  led  to 
action  inspires' full  confidence  of  what  may  be  expected 
from  them  when  their  organixation  is  complete.  Our 
Union  is  always  most  strong  when  menaced  by  foreign 
danger.  The  people  of  America  are  never  so  much 
one  family  as  when  their  liberties  are  invaded. 

The  report  coocludes  bv  recommending  the 
passage  ot  the  following  bill : 

A  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  seamen  on  board  the 
public  vessels  and  in  the  merchant  service  of  the- 
United  Sutes. 

Be  U  enacted,  ire^  That,  from  and  after  the  termi- 
aation  by  a  treaty  of  peace  of  the  war  in  which  the 
United  Staies  are  now  engaged  with  Great  Britain,  it 
'  shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ  as  seamen  or  otherwise, 
on  board  of  any  public  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  any  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  sailing  under  their  flag,  any  person  or  persons,  ex- 
cept natural  bom  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  cit- 
ixens  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  such  treaty 
being  made  and  concluded,  or  persons  who,  being 
resident  within  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  such 
treaty,  itad  having  previously  declared,  agr^^ably  to 
existing  laws,  their  intention  to  become  citizens  of  the 
United  Statepi,  shall  be  admitted  as  such  within  five 
years  thereafter,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after  the  time  as  aforesaid,  when  tUs  act  shall  take 
affect,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ  as  seamen  or 
otherwise,  as  aforesaid,  except  as  is  by  this  act  except- 
ed, any  person  or  persons  not  natural  bom  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  unless  such  person  or  persons  shall 
produce  to  the  commander  of  the  public  vessel,  or  to 
the  collector  of  the  customs  of  the  district  to  which 
the  private  vessel  belongs,  the  certificate  of  his  or  their 
having  been  naturalized.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  hereby  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  to 
make  such  other  regulations,  and  to  give  such  other 
directions  to  the  several  oommanden  of  public  vessels, 
and  to  the  several  colleetors,*  as  may  be  proper  and  ne- 


cessary respecting  the  requisite  proofs  of  nativity  or 
citizenship  to  be  exhibited  to  the  commander  or  collec- 
tors aforesaid.  And  no  person  shall  be  admitted  or 
employed  as  seamen  or  otherwise,  as  aforesaid,  on 
board  of  any  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  sailing  under  their  flag,  unless  his  name 
shall  have  been  entered  in  a  list  of  the  crew  approved 
and  certified  by  the  collector  for  the  district  to  which 
the  vessel  belongs. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  time  as  aforesaid,  when  thk  act  shall  take 
effect,  no  seamen  or  other  seafaring  man  not  being  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  or  re- 
ceived as  a  passenger  on  board  any  public  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  private  vessel  owned  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  sailing  under  their 
flag,  without  a  passport  from  the  proper  officers  of  the 
country  of  which  such  seaman  or  seafaring  man  may 
be  subject  or  citizen. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That^  firom  and 
after  the  time  as  aforesaid,  when  this  act  shall  take 
effect,  the  consuls  or  commercial  agents  of  any  nation 
at  peace  with  the  United  States  shall  be  admitted^ 
under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  state  their  objec- 
tions to  the  proper  commander  or  collector  as  afore- 
said, against  the  employment  of  any  seaman  or  sea- 
frring  man  on  board  of  any  public  or  private  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  on  account  of  his  being  a  native 
subject  or  citizen  of  such  nation,  and  not  embraced 
within  the  description  of  persons  who  may  thus  be 
lawfully  employed,  according  to  the  provisons  of  this 
act ;  and  the  said  jconsuls  or  commercial  agents  shall 
also  be  admitted  under  the  said  regnilfttions,  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  time  when  the  proefii  of  the  nativity  or 
citizenship  of  the  persons  against  whom  such  objec- 
tions may  have  been  made,  shall  be  investigated  by 
such  commander  or  collector. 

Sao.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That»  if  any 
commander  of  a  public  vessel  of  the  Uhited  States 
shall  employ  or  pennit  to  be  employed,  or  shall  admit 
or  receive,  or  permit  to  be  admitted  or  received  oa 
board  his  vessel,  any  person  whose  employment  or 
adinission  is  prohibited  by  the  provisions  of  this  act» 
he  d&all,  on  conviction  thereof  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  each  person  thus  un- 
lawfully employed,  or  admitted  on  board  such  vessel. 

Sac.  6,  And  \be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any 
person  shall,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be 
employed  as  a  seaman  or  otherwise,  or  be  received  as 
a  passenger  on  board  of  any  vessel  owned  by  citisena 
of  the  United  States,  or  sailing  under  their  flag,  the 
master  or  commander,  and  the  owner  or  owners  of 
such  vessel,  shall  each*  respectively,  forfoit  and  pay 
fLfe  hundred  doUan  for  each  'person  thus  nnlaw* 
ftilly  employed  in  any  one  voyage;  which  sum  or 
sums  shall  be  recovered,  even  although  such  seaman 
or  person  might  have  been  admitted  and  entered  in 
the  certified  list  o{  tiie  crew  aforesaid,  by  the  collector 
for  the  district  to  which  tiie  veoMl  may  belong;  and 
all  penalties  and  forfeitures  arising  under  or  incuned 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and 
recovered,  with  costs  of  suits,  by  action  of  debt,  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  or  by  indictment  or  in- 
formation in  any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction 
to  try  the  same,  and  shall  accrae  and  be  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States^  except 
where  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted  on  be- 
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half  of  the  United  States,  in  which  case  the  whole 
shall  be  to  their  use ;  and  may  be  examined,  mitigated, 
or  remitted  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  like  condi- 
tions, regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  axe  prescribed, 
authorized,  and  directed  by  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act 
to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures, 
penalties,  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain  cases 
therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and 
made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

Sac  7.  And  be  it  furiher  maeteS,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  forbid  any 
commander  or  master  of  a  public  or  private  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  whilst  in  a  foreign  port  or  place, 
from  supplying  any  deficiency  of  seamen  on  board 
such  vessel  1^  employing  subjects  of  such  foreign 
'country,  with  the  permission  of  the  Government 
thereof, 

SsG.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  have  no  effect  or  operation  vdth 
respect  to  the  employment,  as  seamen,  of  the  subjects 
or  citizens  of  any  foreign  nation,  which  shall  not  have 
forbidden  on  board  her  public  and  private  vessels  the 
employment,  as  seamen  or  otiierwise,  of  native  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  or  yho  shall  permit  the  com- 
manders of  her  public  vessels  to  impress  or  take  away 
•from  on  board  any  vessel,  sailing  under  the  flag  of 
the  United  States,  any  seaman  or  any  other  person, 
not  being  a  soldier,  or  otherwise,  in  the  employment 
of  an  enemy  of  such  nation. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent 
any  arrangement  between  the  United  States  and  any 
foreign  nation,  which  may  take  place  under  any  treaty 
or  convention,  made  and  ratified  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
by  which  the  reciprocal  employment,  as  seamen,  of 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  two  countries,  may,  in  the 
instances  and  manner  provided  by  such  treaty  or  con- 
vention, be  permitted. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  per- 
son, who  shall  arrive  in  the  United  States,  from  and 
after  the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect,  shall  be 
admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  Statee, 
who  shall  not,  for  the  continued  term  of  five  years 
next  preceding  his  admission  as  aforesaid,  have  re- 
sided within  the  United  States,  without  being,  at  any 
time,  during  the  said  five  years,  out  of  the  territory  of 
the  said  States* 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred.      / 
Mr.  GrundY  moved  that  the  bill  be  made  the' 
order  of  the  daf  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Setbsrt  said,  the  trme  mentioned  by  the 
f  entlemaa  from  Tennessee  was  too  short  to  al- 
low members,  who,  for  the  first  time,  at  this  mo- 
ment were  allowed  a  knowledge  of  the  provisions 
of  the  bill — the  prinejfjle  seemed  one  of  too  much 
importance  to  be  hastily  acted  on.  It  concerns, 
said  he,  not  only  this  nation,  but  all  civilized  man- 
kind. The  principles  of  the  report  of  this  day 
were  so  much  at  war  with  those  reported  Jby  the 
same  committee  at  the  last  session,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  reconcile  them — time  was 
necessary  to  understand  this  subject.  Mr.  S. 
said,  this  was  the  first  report  we  have  received 
from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  du- 
ring the  present  session.    They  probably  were 


maturing  their  schemes  for  more  than  two  months. 
Is  it  fair  to  expect  that  the  membfers  of  this 
House  could  be  prepared  to  act  on  them  definitively 
in  the  course  ot  two  days  ?  He  doubted  the  cod- 
stitutionality  of  the  measure;  to  him  it  seemed 
the  very  error  of  the  moon.  He  must  again  and 
again  consult  his  pillow,  before  be  could  be 
brought  to  vote  in  favorof  the  passage  of  the  biU. 
Perhaps  he  might  consider  it  a  dutv  to  offer  some 
remarks,  whether  or  not.  Wednesclar  was  a  short 
time  to  ask  of  the  House.  He  movea  to  consider 
it  on  that  day. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  it  was  not  his  intention  at  this 
time  to  defend  the  bill,  or  to  make  any  observa- 
tions in  reply  to  the  remarks  and  insinuations 
thrown  out  against  the  committee,  of  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  be  one.  When  the  subject 
should  come  before  the  House,  he  would  put  him- 
self on  this  House  and  the  country  for  the  cor- 
rectness of  that  report  and  of  the  bill.  Whaterer 
others  miffht.aay.  he  would  support  a  measure 
which  he  oelievea  essential  to  the  interests  of  the 
country.  He  wished  the  gentleman  had  reflect- 
ed a  little  ))efore  he.  ventured,  without  knowing 
anvthikig  at  all  of  the  subject,  to  denounce  the 
bill  reported  by  the  committee.  On  this  subject, 
Mr.  Q.  said,  he  felt  nd  disposition  to  accommo- 
date gentlemen  who,  without  having  ezaminecT, 
were  prepared  to  condemn  the  bill.  The  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill,  he  assured  the 
gentleman  and  ^he  House,  were  not  to  be  intimi- 
dated from  supporting  it ;  they  were  willing  to 
stake  themselres  on  the  consequences  which 
would  grow  out  of  the  bill.  Mr.  G.  concluded  by 
expressmg  his  ainxiety  that  this  bill,  on  which  he 
conceived  so  much  to  depend,  should  come  be-> 
fore  the  House  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  Seybcrt  in  reply  said,  he  was  willing  to 
give  the  necessary  despatch ;  he  was  not  unreason- 
able in  his  request;  tne  priatiog  cannot  be  done 
in  time.  As  to  his  understanding  the  subject^ 
the  gentlemen  ifrom  Tennessee  was  out  of  place 
in  his  remarks ;  he  said  when  he  was  up  before, 
that  he  did  not  understand  how  to  reconcile  the 
present  report  with  that  of  the  last  session ;  he 
feared  he  saw  too  plainly  the  tendency  of  the 
measure  now  proposed,  and  he  concludea  by  per- 
sisting in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  warmly  in  favor  of  a  post- 
ponement of  the  question  to  Wednesday.  He 
wished,  as  the  committee  had  taken  since  the 
4th  of  November,  to  make  up  their  report,  they 
would  at  least  give  t|ie  House  three  days  to  con- 
sider. 

Mr.  Grdndt  having  withdrawn  bis  opposition 
to  the  postponementof  the  bill  to  Wednesday,  it 
waff  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

Mr.  Golbborough  moved  to  refer  the  report  to 
the  same  committee,  that,  being  a  statement  on 
which  the  bill  was  predicated,  it  might  proceed 
pari  passu  with  the  bill,  and  receive  a  like  exami- 
nation. 

Mr.  Grundt  moved  that  it  lie  on  t^e  table,  as 
ii  merely  embraced  the  reasoning  of  the  commit- 
tee  which  had  led  to  the  conclusions  they  bad  re- 
ported. 
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The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table,  and 
five  thottsaQd  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PLASTER  OF  PARIS. 

Mr.  Kent  offered  for  coosideration  the  follbw- 
ing  resolutioD ;  obserying,  that  as  it  merely  pro- 
posed aa  inquiry,  he  did  oot  expect  it  would  meet 
with  any  objection : 

^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  inatracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  remit- 
ting the  penalties  of  the  non-importation  law,  in  fiiror  of 
all  importations  of  plaster  of  Paris,  which  may  be  made, 
whether  in  neutral  or  American  vessels. 

Mr.  BAKEa  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution  at 
considerable  lengtb. 

Mr.  Blackledgb,  Mr.  Rhea,  and  Mr.  McKim, 
opposed  the  resolution,  as  aiming  a  blow  «t  the 
non-importation  act,  which  they  were  disposed 
reliffoosly  to  enforce. 

Mr.  Kent  defended  his  proposition,  as  merely 
for  an  inquiry  on  a  subject  very  interesting  to 
the  agricultural  interest  in  some  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  resolution  was  eventually  rejected.  For 
the  motion  51,  against  it  56,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Joha 
Baker,  William  W,  Bibb,  James  Breckenridge,  ISlijah 
Brigham,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhonn» 
Bpaphxoditus  Champion,  Langdon  Gheves  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  £ly, 
Jamee  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
GoldsboTonEh,  Edwin  Gray,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor, 
Ayleit  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
.  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndes,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William 
Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis 
B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro^  Benja- 
min TaUmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban 
Wheaton,  William  Widgery ,  and  Thomas  Wilson— 61 . 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  Blackledge,  Adaln  Boyd,  William 
Butler,  Francis  Carr,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cntts, 
Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dfnsmoor,  Elias 
Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Fr  nk- 
lin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Isaiah  L  Green,  Bolting  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Laoock,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  McKim,  Amnah  Metcal^  James  Morgan, 
Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WUliam  Piper,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  William  Strong,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill*  Ridb- 
ard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright^56. 

ARMING  AND  CLASSING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  arming  the  mili- 
tia, and  for  classing  the  same. 

Mr.  Fitch  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of 


the  bill  which  provides  for  the  classiug  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ely  said  that  he  was  totally  opposed  to 
the  classification  of  the  militia;  that  it  had  been 

J  tressed  upon  us  from  year  to  year,  by  gentlemen 
rom  the  Southern  section  of  the  Union,  he  knew 
not  why ;  that  he  thought  the  effects  of  the  meas- 
ure in  rendering  the  militia  e^cient,  for  Consti- 
tutional purposes,  were  vervy  trifling  and  unim- 
portant. From  some  cause  or  other,  the  militia 
m  the  Southern  States  are  very  little  improved, 
and  gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine  that  classifica- 
tion was  to  supply  the  place  of  arms,  of  organi- 
zation, of  discipline,  of  everything.  This  would 
not  prove  to  be  the  case.  lie  said  that  the  laws 
heretofore  made  had  proved  in  the  Northern 
States,  particularly  in  Massachusetts,  abundantly 
sufficient  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  forming  an 
efficient  militia ;  but  they  have  been  followed  up 
by  State  regulations  which  bad  been  enjoined  by 
penalties  sufficiently  severe.  These,  he  had  un- 
derstood, had  been  in  a  great  measure  neglected 
in  the  South,  and  this  was  the  reason  that  the  mi- 
litia were  so  imperfect;  and  if  the  States  would 
not  enforce  those  laws,  he  had  no  idea  they  would 
enforce  this.  The  sums  expended  on  the  militia 
in  Massachusetts,  both  from  .the  public  treasury 
and  by  private  individuals,  is  very  ^reat— that 
State  has  furnished  more  than  sixty  artillery  com- 
panies, with  their  pieces,  ammunition  carriages, 
and  everything  appurtenant  to  them,  complete ; 
^tbe  artillery  and  cavalry  are  completely  uniform- 
ed and  equipped,  and  are  required  so  to  be  by  law ; 
for  tb^ greater  part,  the  infantry  are  in  uniform 
complete,  are  well  armed,  and  are  equal  in  all  re- 
spects to  any  n^iilitia  in  the  world.  That  this 
classification  would  add  to  their  burdeiis,and  they 
had  already  burdens  enough ;  that  it  would  be  an 
insidious  thing,  and  so  considered  by  the  militia, 
and  goto  destroy  the  harmony  of  the  militia  corps. 
That  if  gentlemen  in  the  South  thought  it  would 
be  useful,  let  their  State  governments,  who  were 
the  best  judges,  adopt  as  much  of  it  as  they  pleased. 
No  one  would  object  to  that,  if  they  did  not  inter- 
fere with  existing  regulations.  All  will  acknow- 
ledge that  the  State  governments  have  it  in  their 
power,  and  it  has  been,  in  some  form  or  other,  ex- 
erciseu  by  some  of  tbe  States,  and  particularly 
by  Pennsylvania — this  measure  will  interfere  with 
their  favorite  mode.  He  said  he  was  disposed 
to  have  the  militia  in  the  South. improved,  but  he 

E rayed  gentlemen  not  to  adopt  a  measure  calcu- 
ited  to  iniure  one  part  of  the  militia  more  than 
it  would  benefit  the  other ;  he  hoped  the  ijrovi- 
sions  for  clashing  the  militia  would  be  stricken 
out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Stow  opposed  the 
nrotion. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays: 
For  striking  out, 58,  against  it  65,  as  follows: 

Tkas — Ezeki^l  Bacon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Blijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  Epaphrodttua 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke, 
John  Davenport,  jr..  Roger  Davis,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
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Peterson '€roodw J  n,  Thomae  P.  Groevenor,  Ajlett 
Hawea,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard 
Jaekaon,  jr.,  Joaeph  Lewie,  jr.,  Aaron  Lyle,  James 
Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Mosoley,  Hugh  Nelson,  William 
Piper.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  William  M. 
Richardson,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Daniel  Shelley,  George  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Bamnel  Taggmrt,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Talbnadge, 
Uii  Tracy,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson — 48. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson /SteT- 
enson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Basseit,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  James 
Breckenridge,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon  Cheves,  James 
Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James 
Fiak,  Meshack Franklin, EdwinGray, Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph 
Kent,  William  R,  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim,  Amnnd)  Metcalf,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New* 
ton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Ebeneter  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  WilUam  Strong,  Peleg  Taliman, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, Richard  Wii^n,  and  Robert  Wright-^65. 

Sundry  other  Bineodments  were  proposed  to 
the  bill,  some  of  which  were  adopted  and  others 
Begatived.  Among  those  agreed  to,  was  one 
moved  by  Mr.  Williams,  authorizing  the  estab- 
iishment  of  four  additional  armories. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading; 

Saturday,  January  30^ 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  North  Carolina, 
William  Kennedy,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Gkn.  Thomas  Blount, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Kean 
and  Aquila  Deaver ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "giving  the 
right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory/'  with  an 
amendment  5  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. . 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  bill  suDplementary  to  the  act  for  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia,  and  for  classing 
the  same,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  duiNCY,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  he  rose 
with  DO  hope  of  changing  a  vote;  that  the  subject 
had  been  sufficiently  canvassed  now,  and  formerly, 
by  himself  and  others;  and  that  he  had  no  other 
intention  in  rising  than  to  bear  testimony  against 
the  elaasifying  principle  contained  in  this  bill| 


and  to  express  his  belief  and  his  hope  that  the 
people  of  the  Northern  States,  particularly  of 
Massachusetts,  would  treat  that  classifying  prin- 
ciple precisely  as  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States  had  treated  the  old  militia  law  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  arming  their  mili- 
tia, with  utter  neglect.  At  every  Constitutional 
peril  be  trusted  that  such  an  attempt  would  be 
evaded. 

Mr.  d.  said  it  was  curious  and  alarming  to  see 
gentlemen,  who  admit  their  own  militia  to  be 
worth  little,  and  also  admit  that  our  Northern 
militia  is  worth  much,  instead  of  attempting  to 
adapt  our  system  to  their  exigencies,  are  attempt- 
ing to  wrest  our  practical  system  to  their  specnla- 
tive  theories. 

Mr.  d.  said  it  was  an  objection  to  him,  if  it 
were  not  to  others,  thai  this  was  a  French  system; 
that  it  was  a  tyrant's  system,  and  not  suited,  nor 
coald  be  adapted  to  those  old  principles  of  Saxoa 
liberty,  on  which  the  Constitutions  of  this  coun- 
try are  built. 

.  Mr.  d>  said  that  he  did  not  know  as  there  was 
any  dilference  between  him  and  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  system,  con- 
sidered as  a  mode  of  obtaining  a  subservient 
military  force,  suited  for  all  times  and  purposes. 
The  difference  between  them,  he  said,  was  this, 
that  they  deemed  the  militia  capable  of  beii^ 
turned  into  a  mere  instrnment  of  power-*-wfaereas 
he  did  not  believe  in  any  suoh  thing.  The  re- 
sulting force  lAight  be  called  a  conscription,  Im- 
perial guards,  or  the  like,  but  it  was  not  a 
militia. 

The  great  object,  Mr.  CI.  said,  was  to  place,  in 
the  first  instance,  all  the  youth' of  the  nation  at 
the  command  of  the  Executive,  as  a  disposable 
force,  to  huarch  anywhere,  and  do  anything  for 
which  any  Congress  may  pass  a  law.  It  is  per- 
fectly well  understood  that  the  young  men,  once 
carried  into  the  field,  and  deprived  of  their  guar- 
dian^ and  friends,  and  perhaps  dragged  away  a 
hundred  or  a  thousand  miles  from  their  homes, 
may  be  wrought  into  the  temper  and  character 
of  a  soldiery  very  easily.  Ignorant  of  the  world 
and  their  rights,  and  fascinated  hy  the  hopes  of 
glory,  they  will,  with  facility,  be  turned  into  the 
tools  of  ambition.  This  is  the  example  of  France 
— and  its  effect  upon  the  happiness  and  liberties 
of  that  country,  said  Mr.  €t,  is  warn  ins  enough 
for  me.  I  agree,  that  without  the  classifying 
principle,  Bonaparte  would  not  have  found  the 
French  population  such  convenient  tools.  But 
it  is  yet  to  be  shown  that  had  he  limited  his  pur- 
poses to  mere  self-defence^  to  guard  French  altars 
and  hearths,  that  a  militia,  organized  as  is  the 
militia  of  Massachusetts,  would  not  have  been 
sufficient  fox  the  purpose.  My  own  opinion  is,  it 
would  have  been  amplefor  that  object. 

Mr.  d.  said  that  it  had  become  very  fashiona- 
ble of  late  to  decry  the  militia.  For  his  part  be 
neither  wished  to  elevate  it  far  above,  or  suffer  it 
to  be  depre$sed  very  far  below  the  real  state  of 
that  system.  He  considered  the  state  of  the 
militia  of  Massachusetts  to  be  about  where  it 
ought  to  be — adequate  to  all  the  exigencies  of 
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the  defence  of  their  alturs  and  beast hs,  id  tbe 
present  eondUtOR  of  the  society  in  which  we  are 
tbund. 

It  is  efficient  for  erery  necessary  purpose,  with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  our  seal>oard  and  cities, 
"which  are  exposed  to  predatory  incursions;  partly 
owring  to  their  extent,  and  partly  owing  to  the 
neglect  of  the  General  Gtovetnment,  to  which 
that   protection  is  intrusted;  except  in  this  re- 
spect, we  are  safe  in  Massachusetts.    We  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  any  external  force.    We 
sleep  in  security  ui^der  our  own  militia  shield. 
**  After  this  bill  passes,  three  effects  will  result. 
There  are  othos,  but  I  shall  notice  only  these. 
First. — The  yoang  men  will  be  disf(usted,  and 
rendered  willing  to  erade  exposure  to  militia 
duty.  At  the  period  between  eighteen  and  twenty- 
one,  the  destinies  of  the  young  men  are  shaped 
more  distinctly  than  at  anv  other  period.    They 
will  feel  the  peculiarity  or  their  exposure.    In- 
stead of  a  lot  among  all  classes  of  active  citizens 
between  eighteen  and  forty-fire,  as  at  present 
exists,  it  will  a  lot  among  a  rery  small  class  be- 
tween eighteen  and  twenty-one.    The  difference 
of  the  chance  is  imihense,  and  cannot  fail  of 
creating  disgust  to  the  service  in  the  young  mind. 
Second.— The  parents  will  be  also  disj;usted 
and  apprehensive.    Their  sons  will  be  subject  to 
be  called  from  them,  and  pat  at  tl^ie  disposal  of 
the  fixecutivei  under  cireumstanees  peculiarly 
calculated  tb  excite  parental  apprehension.    In- 
stead of  being  mingled  with  the  old  and  middle 
aged,  and  associated- with  them  in  the  ranks, 
under  whose  care  they  might  be  placed,  and  to 
whose  guardianship  they  might  be  intrusted,  the 
young  conscripts  will  oe ,  removed  from  their 
parents,  and  eoUeeted  in  bodies,  composed  of 
yootks  of  their  own  age,  and  exposed  to.  all  the 
▼ices  and  temptations  of  a  camp,  at  a  period  of 
life  peculiarly  subject  to  be  misled  by  the  arti- 
fice of  officers,  whose  business  it  may  be  to  fasci: 
Date  the  young  mind  and  render  it  subservient  to 
the  purposes  of  ambition. 

Third. — It  repders  the  militia  less  efficient  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed  and  for 
which  it  ought  to  be  used.  The  object  of  tl^e 
militia  is  self-defence*  It  is  impossible  but  that 
our  young  men  should  go  to  the  field  with  less 
alacrity  iT  they  were  carried  there,  in  a  body, 
unaccompanied  and  unsupported  by  tfie  otlier 
ages  of  society.  The  great  strength  of  the  mili- 
tia system,  and  which  stands  Lt  instead  of  discip- 
litie,  must,  from  the  nature  of  things,  result  from 
this  circamstance — that  sons,  brothers,  and  fa- 
thers, the  old  and  young,  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
are  formed  and  associated  in  one  phalanx  ia  de- 
fence of  their. household  goods.  This  svstem  of 
classification  deprfves  the  militia  of  all  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  sympathies^of  this  as- 
sociation. Itr  is  impdesible  but  that  on  this  ac- 
count the  efficient  force  of  the  militia,  for  its 
legitimate  objects,  should  not  by  classification  be 
diminished.  It  might  be  good  for  Frenchmen; 
and  f^ood  for  foreign  conquest;  and  good  for  cor- 
ruption; but  it  is  Md  for  self-defence,  and  bad  for 
Americans. 


Mr.  RoaaaTsoN  repUied  to  Mr.  GIcinct,  aiMl 

advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  TALUiADoa  followed,  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Wbigbt  and  Mr.  Stow  spoke  in  support 
of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Bioblow  aptinst  it. 

Mr.  Nelson  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  is  not  so  constructed  as  to  satisfy  tbe  vari- 
ous and  cofiflictiug  interests  of  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  and  from  his  dislike  to  the 
provision  authorizing  substitutes,  ^c,  although 
approving  tbe  additional  provision  for  arming  the 
militia;  and  concluded  by  moving  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  amend- 
ment. 

Tbe  question  on  recommitment  was  negatived. 
For  recommitment  46,  against  it  51. 

Mr.  Rhea  supported  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr«  Williams  followed  m  support  of  the  bill, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  ^uinct  and  Mr.  Tallmaoqe. 

The'  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried — 
yeas  67,  says  48,  as  follows  : 

YxAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Joha 
Baker,  David  Bard,  Harwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb, 
WiUiam  Blackledge,  James  Breckenridge,  William 
Butler,  Langdon  Chaves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Eaiie,  James  Fiak, 
Meshack  Franklin«  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Gieen, 
Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Jbsenh  Kent,  William  Kennedy,  William  R. 
King,  Abner  Laoock,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Thomas  Moore, 
Archibald  McB^^,  WiUiam  McCoy,  fiSamuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Aroaah  MetcaU;  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearsea, 
Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rhea,  Heniy  M.  Ridgely,  John  Roane,  Joni^aa 
Roberts,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  fibeaexer  Seaver,  John  Serier,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Saniuel  Shaw,  Richard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  Philip 
Stuart,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  David 
R.  Williams,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Nats — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmaaus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cfooke,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Gotdsborough,  Peterson  G^oodwyn,  Thomas  P.  Gros- 
venor,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnfty, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law, 
Aaron  Lyie,  Jaases  Milnor,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan 
O.  Moaeley,  Hugh  Nelson,  WiUiam  Piper,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  07  Porter,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  William  Reed,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  George  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
Leonard  White. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  GUERRIERE. 

The  engroseed  bill  .providing  compensation  to 
Captain  Hull,  and  the  ofllcers  and  crew  of  the 
frigate  Gonatitutioo,  for  the  captura  and  dtstnic- 
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tion  of  the  British  frigate  Qaerriere,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

G?he  bill  authorizes  a  grant  of  950,000.1 
r.  McKee  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  on 
the  ground  that  tne  President  has  no  authority  to 
expend  the  public  money  in  gratuitous  grants  to 
inoiriduals. 

Mr.  Savtbr  stated,  that  he  wished  to  make 
some  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  McKeb,  but,  from 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  an  indisposition  with 
which  he  was  oppressed,  it  was  not  now  in  his 
power.  He  therefore  moved  an  adjournment, 
which  was  carried — ayes  54. 


Monday,  February  1. 

Mr.  Sbaver  presented  a  petition  of  Benjamin 
Waterhouse,  medical  doctor,  of  Boston,  stating 
that  he  is  willing,  and  wishes  to  undertake  the 
inoculation  of  the  Arn^y  of  the  United  States 
with  the  '*kine-pock  inoculation,"  and  praying 
the  .aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in  that  under- 
taking.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiajrs. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  further  time  to 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their 
payments ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  '*  giv- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  purchase  of 
lands,  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinoin  Territory," 
was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  t£e  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  two  bills :  one  "  for 
tha  relief  of  Washington  Lee,"  and  the  other  ^  for 
the  relief  of  Reuben  Attwater;"  in  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Washington  Lee"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Reu- 
ben Attwater"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the' 
same  committee. 

PENNSYLVANIA  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Hou$e  of 

Representativea  of  the  United  States : 

At  the  request  of  the  Legislaiore  of  Pennsylvania, 
conveyed  through  the  Governor  of  that  State,  I  trans- 
mit to  Congress  copies  of  its  resolutions  of  the  16th  of 
December,  1813.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Javuaet  30, 1813. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follow : 

Viewing  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  relations, 
we,  with  astonishment  and  regret,  behold  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  withholding  from  our  countzy  those  in- 
demnificatious  which  ought  to  have  been  rendered 
with  liberality  and  promptness.  After  the  aggressions 
of  Great  Britain  had,  by  long  continued  practice,  been 
regarded  by  her  Government  as  right,  after  the  forbear- 
ance of  the  American  Government  had  assnmed  the 
appearance  of  cowardice,  war  is  reluctantly,  unavoid- 
ably, bat  deoaively  dedsired.    Animated  by  the  most 


sincere  love  of  peace,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in.  the  same  despatch  annonnces  to  the  British 
Government  the  existence  of  war,  and  the  eqaitable, 
easy,  and  honorable  means,  by  which  its  progrea 
might  be  arrested,  and  its  calamities  permanently  pre- 
vented ;  but  this  extracnrdinary  proof  of  a  humane  and 
pacific  disposition  is  treated  with  contempt  Familiar- 
ized with  the  slaughter  of  man  around  the  globe,  the 
British  Government  prefer  the  efiusion  of  human  blood 
to  a  suspension  of  the  inhuman  practice  of  impress- 
ment, even  during  the  short  space  of  an  armistice 
agreed  on  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  jnst  and 
honorable  peace ;  nay,  notwithstanding  the  ofler  made 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  exclude 
British  subjects  from  our  merchantmen,  and  Nav^. 
But  what  atrocities  are  too  enormous  to  be  found  m 
that  Government,  whose  charaeteiistical  foatwes  are 
cruel^  and  perfidy,  which  stimulates  the  Savage  to 
drench  his  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife  in  the  Uood 
of  our  frt>ntier  men,  women,  and  infants ;  which,  mak- 
ing the  most  solemn  professions  of  friendship  and  peace, 
strives  by  the  malignant  breath  of  its  secret  emissaries 
to  kindle  in  our  nation  dissatisff^ction,  discord,  rebel- 
lion, and  dvU  war,  with  all  their  sanguinary  and  horrible 
consequences  I  Thus  is  extinguished  in  the  American 
Government,  and  in  every  American  bosom,  the  last 
hope  of  finding  in  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  toward 
the  United  ^States  a  single  voluntary  act  of  justice  or 
humanity.  Impressed  with  these  considerations,  and 
with  others  of  a  collateral  and  subordinate  nature,  we, 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  in  Cteneral  Aaembly  met, 
do  adopt  the  following  resolutions : 

Reeolved,  That  the  declaration  of  war  against  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  issued, 
by  the  General  Government  on  the  18tbof  June  last, 
wae  the  result  of  s<rfemn  deliberation,  sound  wisdom, 
and  imperious  necessity. 

Resolved,  That  the  sword  being  drawn,  should  never 
be  sheathed  till  our  wrongs  are  redrsssed,  our  com- 
merce unfettered,  and  our  dtiiens  fireed  from  the  dan- 
ger of  British  impressment  in  the  floating  dongaons 
of  the  British  navy,  and  the  painful  necessity  of  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  an  inveterate  enemy,  against  their 
fathers,  their  brethren,  their  native  country,  and  their 
friends. 

Resolved,  That,  to  exert  all  the  energies  of  his  body 
and  of  his  mind,  and  to  devote  his  proper^  to  bring 
the  existing  war  to  a  speedy,  just,  and  honorable  issue, 
and  to  teach  our  insolent  foe  that  the  Americans  are 
as  free  fit>m  timidity,  and  weakness  in  battle,  ss  from 
covert  and  disguise  in  negotiating,  is  a  duty  vriiich  every 
citizen  of  the  Union  owes  to  himself,  to  Us  country, 
and  to  his  God. ' 

Resolved,^  That  with  p'ainful  regret  we  contemplated 
the  refusal  by  the  Executive  authorities  of  some  of  the 
States  in  the  Union  to  furnish,  on  the  President's  de- 
mand, their  quota  of  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  sea- 
coast  ;  and  wat  with  confidence  we  expect  from  the 
National  Legislature  a  prompt  attention  to  this  alarm- 
ing and  unprecedented  occurrence. 

Resolved,  That  the  promptness  and  the  zeal  with 
which  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  executed 
the  military  orders  of  the  President,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  entitle  him  to  the  gratitude 
of  this  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the 
nation. 

Resohed,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth 
be  instructed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to 
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the  Pi«ndenl  of  th0  United  StAtee,  ^th  a  nquert  that 
he  oommimicate  them  to  Congreee. 

JOHN  TODD,  Speaker  of  the  House. 

P.  C.  LANE,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pab- 
lic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "  to  carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to 
Congress,  in  Feoruary,  1803,  by  James  Madison, 
then  Secretary  of  State ;  Albert  Gkllatin,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury ;  and  Lefvi  Lincoln,  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States -^commissioners 
appointed  in  parsuance  of  the  act,  entitled  *  An 
act  for  an  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  the 
State  of  G^eorgia,  and  authorizing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  goveroment  in  the  Missisippi  Territory, 
in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  supple- 
mental to  the  last  mentioned  act" — made  a  report ; 
which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  aftfr  a  carefnl  inTestigation  of  the  subject,  and 
examination  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  referred  to 
Uiem,  the  committee. deem  it  their  duty  to  present  a 
particular  view  of  the  subject  only  so  &r  as  the  United 
States  are  at  present  concerned  ill  its  decision.    Had 
the  committee  possessed  the  means  of  correct  informa- 
sion,  they  had  not  the  leisure,  nor  did  they  believe  that 
any  practical  good  Would  result  from  any  general  expo- 
sition Uiey  could  present  of  the  circumstahces  attend- 
ing the  case  from  its  origin.    They  have,  therefore, 
viewed  the  subject  in  the  aspect  and  on  the  ground 
upon  which  it  has  been  plaoed  by  the  former  acts  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  it.    The  committee, 
therefore,  give  no  opinion  on  any  of  the  questions  that 
haTe  been  agitated  respecting  the  competency  of  the 
Lei^slatutre  of  Georgia  to  dii^se  of  die  unappropri- 
ated territory  in  t^t  State,  or  the  validity  of  the  act  or 
pretended  act  of  tlie  7th  of  January,  1796,  purporting 
to  alienate  the  right  of  soU  to  great  extent  of  such  ter- 
ritory, nor  respecting  the  efiect  of  the  rescinding  act 
passed  by  a  subsequent  Legislature.    The  necessity 
of  a  legislative  decision  on  these  questions  appeals  to 
be  superseded  by  prior  conventional  and  legislative  acts 
of  the  Government.    The  agreement  and  articles  of 
cession  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  United 
States,  confirmed  by  a  legislative  act  of  the  one,  and 
assented  to  by  the  Legislature  of  the  other,  the  subse- 
quent aet  of  Oongress  appropriating  and  providing  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  acquired  by  the  cession,  and 
the  sereral  after  acts  providing  for  the  sale  of  lands  in 
the  Misdbsippi  Territory,  all  prbceed  on  the  ground 
that  the  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  of 
I     the  7th  of  January,  1795,  wis  not  valid  to  give  tiUe. 
Although  every  act  of  the  Government  in  relation  to 
r     the  subject  is  predicated  on  tiio  invalidity  of  the  said 
t     act  or  pretended  act,  yet  it  would  appear  that  the  arti- 
I     cles  of  cession  from  Georgia,  the  repdrt  of  the  Commis- 
1     sioners  to  Congress^  and  the  subsequent  act  of  Con- 
gresa  appropriating  the  lands  receiyed  by  that.cessiop, 
I     would  all  seem  to  recognise  in  the  present  claimant  an 
;     equitable  claim  to  some  compensation. 
i         The  articles  of  agreement  and  cession,  after  having 
t     made  specific  provision  for  several  species  of  claims, 
i      providea  a  fond  of  Ayb  millions  of  acres  of  land,  to  be 
placed  at  the  dispbsal  of  Congress,  **  for  the  purpose  of 
f     satisQringf  quieting,  or  compensating  for  any  claims 


othw  than  those  before  recognised,  which  nay  be  maAe 
to  the  said  lands,  or  to  aiiiy  part  thereof."  The  exist  » 
ence  of  the  claims  in  question  was  made  known  to  the 
Commissioners  who  concluded  the  agreement,  and,  as 
no  excluding  provision  was  introdnced  with  respoct  to 
them,  the  inference  is  pretty  obvious,  that  thOse  claims 
came  withpi  the  contemplation  of  the  Commissioners, 
and  were  designed  to  be  provided  for. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  who  con- 
cluded the  aforesaid  agreement  with  those  of  Georgia, 
in  their  report  to  Congress,  recommend  these  claims  to. 
the  consideration  of  die  Legislature,  and  state,  in  rela- 
tion to  them,  that  **  various  equitable  considerations, 
which  may  be  urged  in  ftvor  of  most  of  the  present 
claimants,  render  it  expedient  to  enter  into  a  oompro* 
mise  on  reasonable  terms." 

The  act  of  Congress  "  regulating  the  grants  for  land, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  die  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  south  of  die  State  of  Tennessee,"  approved 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1803,  which  appears  to  have  been 
passed  in  ffUrsuance  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
of  the  aforesaid  report,  by  the  eighth  section  provided 
<*  that  so  much  of  the  aforesaid  five  millions  of  acres 
should  be  appropriated,  as  might  be  necessary  to  sat* 
isfy  certain  classes  of  claims  not  recognised  by  the  arti- 
cles of  cession ;  and  so  much  of  the  residue  of  the  five 
millions  of  acres,  or  of  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  as  maj 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose;  are  thereby  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  and  compensat- 
ing for  such  other  claims  to  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  not  recognised 
in  the  above-mentioned  articles  of  agreement,  and 
which  are  derived  fit>m  any  act  or  pretended  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  which  Congress  may  hereafter  think 
fit  to  provide  for."  The' language  made  use  of  by  the 
Legislature,  in  appropriating  the  residue  of  the  five 
millions  of  acres  jplaced  at  their  disposal,  appears  to  be 
descriptive  of  die  claims  in  question. 

Congress,  then,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  are 
at  liberty,  ifi  conformity  with  the  articles  of  agreement 
and  their  own  act,  either  to  apply  the  aforesaid  lands, 
or  any  part  of  them,  or  the  yrotetda  thereof,  for  the 
purposes  pr(»osed  by  the  bill  under  consideration,  or 
to  withhold  mem,  as  to  them  may  appear  proper.  How 
far  it  would  now  be  for  the  public  interest  to  quiet 
claims  that  may  interiere  with  grants  made,  or  to  be 
made^  by  the  United  States,  is  a  consideration  of  ex- 
pediency alone;  the  decirion  must  also  rest  on  the 
opinion  that  may  be  formed  of  the  equity  or  want  of 
equity  in  the  claims  of  the  present  claimants.  The 
committee  think  proper  to  state,  that  a  gendeman,  in 
the  character  of  an  agent  for  many  of  the  present  claim- 
ants, produced  to  them  several  powers  of  attorney  and 
letters,  which,  although  they  do  not  give  poiiitive  as* 
surance,  yet  give  a  reasonable  ground  of  expectadon 
that  the  present  claimants  wi^  generally  consent  to 
compromise  their  claims  on  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
report  of  the  Commissioners.  In  case  the  House  shall 
think  proper  to  authorize  a  compromise  of  the  daioia 
in  question,  by  psssing  the  bill  under  consideration,  the 
committee  would  recommend  a  modification  of  the  terms 
originally  proposed  by  the  Commissioners,  and  assumed 
as  the  basis  of  compromise  by  the  bill,  as  passed  by  the 
Senate.  According  to  die  agreement  widi  Georgia,  five 
nulUons  of  acres  constituted  the  whole  fiuid  iqpplicable  to 
the  satis&ction  of  claims  not  recognised  by  that  agrees 
ment  It  has  not  been  ascertained  (nor  can  it  be  with  pr^ 
ciaion)  what  quantity  of  those  lands  have  already  been 
appropriated  by  Congress.    The  residue  ^plicable  to 
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tbe  Mtwftclioii  of  the  cUims  in  qneition  it  oonjectaral 
an  quMitity  and  ▼•loe ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  other 
objectaom  to  the  oommntinB  of  this  rendue  for  a  ape- 
cifio  ram  in  money,  that  nnceitaintj  would  form  one 
of  considerable  weight  it  appean  to  the  committee 
that  the  alternatives  |»oposea  to  the  option  of  the 
claimants,  by  the  report,  are  not  equal ;  th^  if  the  land 
should  be  located  in  'the  manner  provided,  and  be 
brought  into  market  at  the  same  time  with  other 
lands,  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sales  would  not 
discharge  the  interest  and  redeem  the  principal  of  two 
jniUion  ^ve  hundred  thousand  doUars,  to  which  amount 
the  certificates  are  proposed  to  be  issued.  In  making 
the  cobipensation  proposed,  Congress  ought  not  to 
transcend  the  fund  placed  at  their  d^poaal  for  the  pur- 
nose.  If  the  estimate  of  the  committee  be  oorrectt  the 
nind  would  be  overdrawn  by  the  issue  of  certificates. 
If  they  should  be  incorrect,  and  the  land  be  of  equal 
value,  then  it  should  be  equally  acceptable  to  the  claim- 
ants as  the  certificates ;  and,  in  that  case,  no  injury 
would  arise  in  confining  their  compensation  to  land 
alone.  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  a  modi- 
fication of  the  terms,  and  will  report  an  amendment 
accordingly. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  provides  that  the  United 
States  shall  sue  for  and  recover  such  parts  of  the  ori- 
ginal purchase  money  as  have  been  improperly  with- 
drawn Irom  the  treasury  of  Georgia ;  which  provision 
the  committee  consider  exceptionable,  and  have  pro« 
posed  a  substitute. 

Jmendmenia  propoied, 

8x0.  S.  After  the  word  **  lands,"  fai  the  second  line, 
insert  *<  the  evidence  of  claim  to  which  shall  have  been 
exhibited  to,  and  recorded  in  the  office  o(  the  Secretaiy 
Of  State."     Same  line,  after  the  word  *•  exhibited,^' 


out  the  word  <*to ;"  and  after  **  recorded,"  strike 
out  **  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State." 

Sxc.  8.  Insert  after  the  word  **  aforesaid,"  in  line 
tan,  the  following  :<*  in  so  for  as  the  said  terms  pro- 
posed as  the  basis  of  compromise  eoQtem^late  an  in- 
demnity in  lands  to  the  claimants.  But.  it  shall  be 
vnderstood,  and  is  hereby  expressly  provided,  that  no 
ahemative  shall  be  ofibred  or  given  to  the  claimants, 
or  any  of  ^em,  to  receive  certificates,  with  interest  or 
without  interest,  at  their  option,  in  lieu  of  the  lands 
proposed ;  and  the  indemnification  authorised  by  this 
met  shall  be  allowed  to  tiie  claimants  in  land  only,  and 
to  the  amount  and  in  the  manner  by  the  afcwesaid 
terms  proposed." 

Sic.  4.  Strike  out,  after  the  word  <*  report,"  inclu- 
sive, in  the  sixth  line,  to  the  end  of  the  section,  and 
insert  in  libu  thereof  **  provieions  of  this  act." 

Sif  c.  6.  Strike  out  ftom  the  word  "  aforesaid"  to  the 
end  of  the  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  **  shall 
be  holden  and  liable  to  refiind  and  pay  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money,  so  had  and  received,  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  |>erson  or  persons  at  present  claiming  the  lands  for 
which  such  sum  or  sums,  so  hsd  and  received,  were  origi- 
nally paid  into  the  treasury  of  Georgia ;  and  any  right, 
interest,  or  claim,  which  the  United  States  have  hsd 
or  now  have  to  demand,  sue  for,  and  recover  the  said 
sum  or  suins  of  money,  so  received  and  vrithdravm 
from  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
transforred  to  and  vested  in  the  ^sent  claimant  or 
claimants  of  such  lands,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  him  or  them  to  demand,  sqe  for,  and  re- 
cover tbe  sum  or  rams  of  n^oney  aforesaid,  from  the 
person  or  persons,  or  any  of  them,  who  shaU  have  re- 
ceived or  withdrawn  tiie  same  from  the  treasury  of 


Georgia  in  th^  manner  afoiesaid.  And  tiie  lands 
which  the  said  present  claimant  or  claimants  shall  or 
may  receive  ftom  the  United  States,  for  compensation 
or  indemnity  of  his  or  their  daims,  shall  not  be  holden 
or  adjudged  in  bar  of  his  or  their  right  to  demand,  sue 
for,  and  recover  the  sum  or  sums  of  moncnr  aforesaid. 
And  the  Uemmissioners,  in  awarding  the  dividends  to 
any  of  the  present  claimants  who  shall  have  the  right 
to  rae  for  and  recover  the  sum  or  sums  aforesaid,  shall 
deduct  from  the  dividend  he  or  they  would  otherwise 
be  entitled  to  a  quantity  of  land  equal  in  value  to  Ae 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  aforesaid,  which  the  said 
Commissioners  shall  judge  such  claimants  may  recover, 
making  a  reasonable  allowance  for  cost. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  OUERRIERE. 

The  House  resumed  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  making  compeDsation  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Constitutioa  for  the  de3tructioQ  of 
the  frigate  Gaerriere.  The  bill  being  on  its  third 
reading — 

Mr.  Sawyer  spoke  in  support  of  the  hill,  and 
in  reply  to  Mr.  McKbb. 

Mr.  Dawson. — Mr.  Speaker :  The  bill  which  is 
now  on  your  table,  and  which  I  hope  will  soon 
receive  your  signature,  was  drawn  from  a  reso- 
lution, or  rather  the  part  of  a  resolution  which  I 
had  tne  honor  to  offer  you  at  the  Tery  com- 
meocement  of  the  session. 

When  I  offered  you  that  resolution,  I  did  hope, 
and  I  did  believe  tnat  it  would  have  received  the 
immediate  attention  and  unanimous  approbation 
of  this  House;  that  regardless  of  those  punctilios 
which  too  often  shackle  the  best  intentions,  and 
do  injury  to  the  beat  causes,  and  in  compiianee 
with  the  sentiments  and  feeiiogi  of  the  oatioo, 
we  should  hare  immediately  expressed  our  own, 
thereby  giving  foree  to  that  expireesion,  and  have 
rendered  that  tribute  which  is  justly  due  to  un- 
daunted valor,  and  to  modest  merit;  that  we 
should  have  declared  our  admiration,  and  the 
high  sense  we  entertain  of  the  gallant  conduct  of 
the  defenders  of  their  country's  flag,  and  the  de- 
fenders of  her  rights,  and  while  we  gave  to  some 
testimonials  of  our  approbation,  we  should  hare 
yielded  to  ail  that  which  is  justly  due. 

In  this  expectation  I  hare  been  wofully  disap- 
pointed ;  doubts,  difficulties,  and  delays  have 
taken  place;  commitment  has  succeeded  com- 
mitment, and  so  many  amend ments^  or  rather 
alterations,  hare  been  made  to  the  original  reso- 
l\ition,  that  I  can  scarcely  call  it  my  own ;  it  has 
receired  tbe  fostering  care  of  so  many  step-^fa- 
thers  that  I  am  almost  constrained  to  disown  it 
as  iU^itimate;  but  as  it  is  natural  to  protect 
that  which  we  call  "  our  own,"  although  all  the 
features  do  not  please  us,  so  I  shall  rote  for  that 


load  those  brare  tars  with  all  the  praise,  with  all 
the  applause,  which  the  pride  of  langua^  can 
bestow,  or  which  a  resolution  Written  on  paper 
gilded  wi^h  gold  can  confer ;  and, becoming  their 
own  judges,  they  think  that  ample  compensa- 
tion for  all  the  hardships  they  hare  suffered,  for 
all  the  dangers  they  hare  encountered,  for  all  the 
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wounds  they  haye  received.  With  all  the  re- 
spect which  I  feel  for  these  honorable  gentlemen, 
and  the  high '  value  which  I  set  on  their  good 
opinion,  I  do  not  think  it  ample  compensation  to 
the  brave  and  indigent  tars  who  nave  boldly 
fought  your  battles,  and  generously  sacrificed 
their  interest  for  your  goc^ ;  they  merit*  some 
more  substantial  stuff  than  air ;  they  have  ac-> 
quired  for  you,  sir,  they  have  given  to  your  ene« 
my,  something  more  substantial. 

Others  there  are,  who  are  well  pleased  to  be« 
stow  on  the  brave  officers  who  have  distinguished 
themselves,  some  testimonials  of  our  approba- 
tion-—some  insignia  of  their  merit.  With  these 
fentlemen  I  nfost  perfectly  a^ree,  and  most  cor- 
ially  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill  for  that  purpose. 
Bntf  while  I  remember  the  gallant  captain  who 
proudlv  steps  the  quarter-deck,  I  will  not  forget 
the  sailor  boy,  "who  whistles  o'er  the  lee.''  or  the 
aged  mariner  who  fathoms  the  deep,  and  on 
whom,  when  the  battle  rages,  danger  has  no 
more  effect  than  the  foaming  surge  which  sur- 
rounds him  has  on  the  hard  rqck,  when  it  dashes 
and  breaks  against  its  side ;  they  all,  sir,  are  en- 
titled to  your  applause  and  gratitude ;  they  all 
demand  your  justice ;  and  to  render  that  justice 
is  the  object  of  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  as  I 
will  presently  show,  and  which  bad  it  passed  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  as  I  did  expect  it 
would,  vour  '*  Constellation"  would  not  have  lain 
for  weeks  within  your  view  for  the  want  of  men, 
and  is  still,  I  believe,  in  your  waters,  but  would 
long  since  have  been  at  sea.  and  would  hare  ad- 
ded new  trophies  to  those  already  won. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  mean  the  late 
Secretary,  in  whose  veracity  aod  integrity  I  have 
the  highest  confidence,  who  carries  to  his  retire- 
ment the  best  frishes  of  my  heart,  aod  under 
whose  auspices  this  gallant  exploit  was  achieved, 
and  Commodore  Hull,  whose  disinterestedness 
seems  only  equalled  by  his  valor,  have  informed 
us  that  *Mhe  Ghierriere"  when  she-went  into  ac- 
tion was  worth  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  she  bad  articles  on  board  to  the  value 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.    She  was  one 
of  the  finest  frigates  in  the  British  navy,  well 
manned,  and  commanded  by  one  of  their  most 
experienced  and  gallant  captains  1    This  ship^ 
our  frigate,  <<  the  Constitution,"  of  eqoal  force, 
attacked,  vanquished,  and  captured,  af£sr  a  short, 
thooffh  one  of  the  most  hrilliant  actions  recorded 
io  the  naval  history  of  any  country  f  thereby 
giving  certain  presages  of  fothre  glory,  and  a 
1  character  to  our  rising  oevy,  coeval  almost  with 
I  its  existence,  and  setting  an  example  which  <»ther 
\  officers  and  crews,  equally  emulous  of  fame,  have 
f  since  imitated,  and  have  obtained  thesara'e  lau- 
i  rels,  which  will  never  fade. 
\      Agreeably  to  the  act  for  the  better  government 
r  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  the  ship,  with 
I  all  articles  on  board  her  became  their  prize ;  they 
I  might  have  used  it  to  their  best  advantage ;  they 
;  might  have  brought  her  into  port,  and  divided 
I  the  whole  among  themselves;  but  apprehensive 
\  that  from  the  crippled  state  of  the  prize  she 
f  might  again  fall  into  the  hands  of  your  enemy ; 


nay,  sir,  that  your  own  frigate  might  be  endan- 
gered in  protecting  and  convoying  her,  they  with 
that  liberality,  with  that  maffnaniroity  whieh 
marks  the  character  of  the  sailor,  determined  to 
destroy  her,  thereby  sacrificing  their  interest  for 
your  good. 

And  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  ask  what  other 
class  of  men  in  our  society  can  you  find  who 
would  have  acted  thus  nobly  ?  I  fear,  sir,  we 
shall  search  for  them  in  vain.  I  am  sure,  sir, 
that  we  shall  not  find  them  among  those  who 
daily  violate  3rour  laws,  relieve  your  enemy  of 
his  surplus  manufactures,  or^  supply  him  with 
your  provisions,  and  then  come  here  and  receive 
indemnification,  remission  for  the  crimes  which 
th^y  have  committed. 

And,  sir,  what  is  the  mighty  boon  which  these 
brave  and  indigent  tars  ask  from  you  1  or  rather 
was  it  that  I,  m  the  name  of  justice,  demanded 
for  them? — it  is  one-sixth  patt  in  value  of  that 
property— 'of'  their  property,  which  they  have 
sacrificed  for  your  good,  rather  than  it  should  fall 
into  the  hands  of  your  enemy.  And  will  yoa 
refuse  it  ?  Noj  you  will  not,  yon  cannot,  yoa 
dare  not.  You  will  not.  because  every  consider- 
ation  of  policy,  and  the  oest  interest  of  our  coun« 
try,  forbid  it;  you  cannot,  because  every  feeling 
which  ennobles  the  human  heart,  and  I  think  I 
know  yours,  forbids  It^  you  dare  not,  because 
justice  forbids  it,  and  you  dare  not  do  an  act  so 
flaffitlons. 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  the  very  lengthy  discus- 
sions which  have  taken  place  in  this  session,  I 
have  remained  silent  in  my  seat ;  this  has  not 
arisen  from  a  supineness  of  disposition,  or  from 
an  inattention  to  the  public  business,  or  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  but  in  the  hope,  that  when  gentlemen 
had  exhausted  all  their  eloquence,  they  would 
have  permitted  us  to  progress,  and  to  place  our 
country  in  the  situation  demanded  b^  the  crisis ; 
and  I  should  have  indulged  that  disposition  which 
I  have  to  be  silent,  had  not  an  attempt  been  made 
to  deprive  the  brave  and  needy  tars  of  that  which 
is  justly  due  to  them;  but  under  these  circimi- 
stances  I  could  not  restnin  my  feelings^  and  haire 
to  regret  that  I  cannot  give  to  them  that  utter- 
ance which  the  occasion  calls  for»  ' 

I  shail  vote  for  the  bill  although  the  blank  hm 
been  fillpd  with  only  half  the  sum  which  I  wished, 
and  which  the  Committee  of  the- Whole  did 
sanction ;  and  although  the  incitement  is  bat 
small.  I  ttust  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
our  ships  will  ride  in  security  on  the  highway  of 
nations,  or  snatch  from  its  proud  mistress  that 
trident  which  she  has  so  long  usurped  to  the  in- 
jury of  unoffending  nations,  civilized  and  sav- 
age, and  particularly  of  these  United  States ;  and 
when  our  merchant  vessels  will  visit  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe  unmolested  by  British  arrogancci 
or  the  arrogance  of  any  other  nation. 

Mr.  McKee  replied  with  considerable  warmth. 

Mr.  Stow  advocated  the  bill. 

[The  argument  against  this  bill  was  that  it 
would  be  setting  a  precedent  which  would  be 
considered  authoritative  in  future  cases ;  that  ii 
was  giving  a  donation  for  an  act  of  duty  only, 
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though  gftlUntly  performed.  It  was  rewarding 
ft  service,  which,  nad  it  been  rendered  on  land, 
would  have  reeeiyed  no  remuneration,  as  expe* 
rience  had  proved  in  the  case  of  the  Tippecanoe 
expedition ;  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  justice 
to  confer  pecuniary  rewards  on  one  class  of  our 
citizens  in  exclusion  of  others.  In  favor  of  the 
bill,  it  was  stated  that  the  captured  vessel,  if  she 
bad  been  brought  into  port,  would  have  produced 
six  times  the  amount  now  proposed  to  be  allowed 
to  her ;  and  that  the  captors  ouffht  not  to  incur  a 
total  loss  from  the  destruction  of  the  vessel,  which 
the  fear  of  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my had  rendered  necessary  to  the  public  service. 
It  was  urged,  that  if  anv  city  in  the  United  States 
had  to  legislate  on  tnis  snbiect,  five  times  at 
much  would  have  been  awaraed  as  is  now  pro- 
posed. All  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  offered  the 
tribute  of  their  respect  to  the  gallantry  and  con- 
duct of  the  officers  an4  seamen  of  our  public 
vessels.] 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative— yeas  5^  nays  59.  as  follows : 

TsAS — ^WilUam  Anderson,  John  Baker,  Bprwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wiitiam  Blackledge,  Harma- 
nas  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Langdon  Chores, 
Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condict,  Richard  Cntts, 
John  Dawson,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Ooldsborongh, 
Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Joseph  Kent,  Lyman  Law,  William 
Lowndes,  Archibald  McBiyde,  James  Milnor,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hiwh  Nelson,  An- 
•  thony  New,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  Jan.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Por^ 
ter,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Wm.  M.  Richard- 
son, Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shef- 
ley,  John  Smith,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Peleg  Tallman,  George  M.  Troup,  Leonard 
White,  William  Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Stevenson  Archer, 
Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Wm.  W. 
Bibb»  Elijah  Brigham,  Robt  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  FrandsCarr,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  William  Craw- 
ford, Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinemoor, 
Elias  Earle,  Wm.  Ely,  James  Fidt,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, BoUing  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wm. 
Kennedy,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joeq;ih 
Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
WiUiam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Bletcal( 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thoinas  Newbold, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  Benjamin  Pond»  Eli- 
sha  R.  Potter,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Wm.  Strong, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  White- 
hiU,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

SALARIES  OF  HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chbvbs,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the.  bill 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
War  and  Navy  Depftrtmanta. 


Mr.  C.  then  rose,  and  stated  that  the  salaries  of 
these  officers  heretofore  had  not  been  equal  to 
those  of  the  Secretaries  of  Stat^  and  Treasury, 
probably  because  their  duties  had  not  been  con- 
sidered as  arduous ;  but  that  now  the  duties  of 
these  officers  had  become  equally  arduous,  they 
required  equal  talent,  incurred  equal  responsi- 
bility with  the  other  two  officers,  and  were  liable 
to  equal  ezpenaes.  It  had  been,  therefore,  thought 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  the 
salaries  of  aU  the  Secretaries  ought  to  be  placed 
on  an  equal  jfooting.  He  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
in  the  bill  for  the  amount  of  (he  salary  with  '*five 
thousand  dollars,"  the  present  salary  of  the  Sec* 
retaries  of  State  and  Treasury. 

After  a  few  observations  from  Bir.  Fin dlet  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a 
very  small  majority.  . 

Mr.  Rhba  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  incor- 
poratiuff  therein  a  provision  for  raising  tiie  salary 
of  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States 
from  three  thousand  to  "  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred" dollars. 

Mr.  Tallicadob  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to,  increase  the  salary  of  the  Assist- 
ant Postmaster  General  to  ^  two  thousand  dol- 
lars."— The  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Rhba's  motion  was  then 
decided  in  the  negative  by  a  small  majority. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill ;  and 
the  question  being  stated  on  concurrenoe  with 
the  Committee  df  the  Whole  on  the  principles 
of  the  bill-. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  stated  his  objections  to  the 
measure:  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  not  be- 
cause he  did  not  believe  the  salaries,  abstractly 
considered,  with  reference  to  the  grade  of  talent 
which  ought  to  grace  these  office),  might  be  too 
low,  but  because,  compared  with  the  salaries  of 
the  judges,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States, 
their  salaries  were,  comparatively,  already  too 
high.  He  drew  a  comparison  between  the  fate 
of  this  bill  and  of  that  j[ttst  rejected  for  compen- 
sating the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Constitution, 
unfavorable  to  the  decision  of  the  House  on  these 
two  cases.  He  was  not  for  lavishing  treasure  on 
those  who  were  basking  in  sunshine  at  home, 
and  witbholdiiig  with  a  niggardly  hand  the  re- 
muneration jusuy  due  to  the  merits  and  exploits 
of  the  latter. 

Mr.  Chbvbs  replied.  He  fully  agreed  with 
Mr.  Ran ooLPB  that  salaries  of  other  officers  were 
too  low;  but  it  was  no  reason  against  placing 
officers  of  the  aame  grade  on  an  ^nal  footing 
that  other  officers  were  too  low.  The  greatest 
objection  to  the  present  inequality  of  the  salaries 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  was  the  inferiority 
which  it  implied  in  two  of  these  officers  to  the 
other  two,  though  all  were  placed  in  the  Cabinet 
on  an  equal  footiog,  dbc.  He,  too,  Lamented  the 
decision  of  the  House  which  bad  just  uken  place, 
but  it  was  no  reason  Whatever  against  the  meas- 
ure now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  in  explanation,  and  added 
some  other  remarks  to  those  ne  had  before  made. 
He  particularly  objected  to  an  increase,  mt  this 
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momeot,  of  the  saiaries  of  chose  who  had  placed 
the  natioD  in  its  present  situatioQ.  The  equality 
of  compensation  would  not  place  these  officers  on 
an  equal  footing.  He  contended  that  the  one 
would  still  take  precedence  of  the  other,  in  ridic- 
ulous imitation  of  the  customs  of  foreign  Courts. 
Equality  of  salary  would  not  place  these  officers 
on  the  same  footin|;;  it  could  not,  as  he  said, 
compensate  for  the  inequality  created  by  the  in- 
feriority of  intellect,  supposing  that  to  exist,  i&^c. 

Mr.  Uheves  rejoined,  and  replied  to  some  of 
Mr.  Randolph's  remarks. 

Mr.  Bibb  spoke  in  faror  of  the  bill,  and  stated 
that  it  had  been  reported  without  any  reference 
to  personal  considerations,  for  it  had  been  laid 
before  the  House  before  it  was  known  what  gen- 
tlemen were  to  fill  these  two  offices. 

The  Tote  on  concurrence  with  the  Committee 
in  fixing  the  compensation  at  fiye  thousand  dol- 
lars, was — for  concurrence  50,  against  it  66,  as 
follows : 

Y»As — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Da^id  Bard,  Borwell  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Wm. 
Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge, 
Robert  Brown,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves, 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,- 
Roger  Davis,-  John  Dawson,  Elias  Earle,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Thos.  Ghobon,  Isai^  L.  Green, 
Boiling  Ha]]»  John  A.  Harper,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Joseph  KieBt,  William  Kennedy,  William  Lowndes, 
Thomas  Moore,  Alexander  Mcftim,  Samuel  L.  Mit- 
chill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Petbr  B.  Porter,  William 
M.  Richardson,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Troup,  David  R.  Williams,  William  Wid- 
geiy,  and  Robert  Wright 

NATs^Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Esekiel 
Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd, 
Elijah  Brigham,  William  A.  BurweU  ,WiUiam  Bnfler, 
Francis  Carr,  Epaphroditos  Champion,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, James  Cochran,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Richard 
Cntts,  John  Davenport,  jnn.,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
Ely,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborougb,  Edwin  €h«y,  Thomas  P.  Gros- 
venor,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Unfty,  Rich- 
ard Jackson,  jun.,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joscnh 
Lewis,  jun.,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyls,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah 
Metcal^.  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond^Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Themaa  Sammons, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pbleg 
Talhnan,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  Whiter  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Mr.  Chetes  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table.^The  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  indefinitely  postponed. 


TuESDAT,  February  2. 
The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  duty  oq  the 


importation  of  iron  wire.  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers 
,  of  public  lands  to  complete  their  payments  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Bank  of  Washington  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  encourage  vaccination  (by  appoint- 
ing an  agent  to  preserve  the  genume  vaccine 
matter,  and  to  clothe  him  with  the  privilege  of 
frankingthe  same,)  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  b^  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee relative  to  the  military  lands  due  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  in  th^e 
Revolutionary  war  on  State  establishment. 

After  some  debate,  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, favorable  to  the  granting  the  land  therein  re- 
ferred to,  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  disa- 
greement thereto. 

On  the  question  of  concurrence,  considerable 
debate  arose,  and  the  House  adjourned  without 
having  come  to  any  decision. 

The  principal  speakers  were,  in  favor  of  the 
claim  or  right  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  Messrs. 
Nelson,  Randolph,  Gholson,  and  others ;  and 
against  them,  Messrs.  Gold,  Wright,  and  others. 


Wednesday,  February  3, 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **for  the  relief 
of  Washington  Lee,"  without  amendment;  the 
bill  was  then  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chevbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  regulating  foreign  coins, 
and  for  other,  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  in  addition 
to  an  act  r^ulating  the  Post  Office  Establish- 
ment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill 
in  confirmation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  establishing  a  Board  ixi  Wardens, 
and  regulating  pilots  and  pilotage,  for  the  port  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the 
select  committeei  touching  the  claims  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Virffinia  line  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary army  to  bounty  lands;  and,  on  motion, 
the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  thie  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WidobrYx  a  committee  was 
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appoinled  to  consider  the  expedieocy  of  aitering 
the  time  of  holding  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  the  district  of  Maine,  now  hoiden 
at  Wiscassett,  from  the  first  Tuesday  of  March, 
to  the  last  Tuesday  of  February ;  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise ;  and  Mr.  WinoEBT, 
Mr.  RiCHARDaoN,  and  Mr.  Ely,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  giving  further  time  to  the 
.purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments was  read  the  third  time,  and.passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  an  increase  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  impose  a  duty  on  the  im* 
porlation  of  iron  wire  wai  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

MILITARY  BOUATT  LANDB. 

« 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  touching  the  claims  oi  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  Virginia  line  of  the 
Revolutionary  army  to  military  bounty  lands. 

The  question  wpis  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  resolution  recommended  by  the 
select  committee,  which  is  as  follows: 

Rtioh^dt  That  proyision  thoald  be  made  for  ■eeor- 
ing  to  the  officers  and  loldien  of  the  RsTolationary 
army  of  Virginia,  on  State  establishment,  in  the  lead 
or  aea  service  of  Uie  said  State,  the  bounty  lands  which 
were  promised  to  them,  either  by  a  law  or  resolution 
of  the  said  Commonwealth,  out  of  the  lands  not  other- 
wIm  appropriated,  and  Wing  on  the  northwest  tide  of 
the  river  Ohio,  within  the  Virginia  cession,  to  be  of 
good  quality,  aocording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
ef  the  promises  made  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  and  that, 
if  a  sufficiency  of  good  land  within  the  meaning  of  the 
afiiresaid  engagement  cannot  there  be  found,  that  their 
bounties  shall  be  satisfied  out  of  any  other  public  land 
of  the  United  States,  not  heretofore  otherwise  appro- 
priated: 

And  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
66.  nays  41,  as  follows : 

Tbas— WUIis  Alston,  jr.,  Wflliam  Anderson,  Ess- 
kid  BaooB.  David  Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  WflUam 
Blackledge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown*  William 
Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Bpaphroditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Codiian,  Tho* 
mM  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cults,  John  Davwnportyjr.,  Roger  Davis,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk, 
Asa  Fitch,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Thomas  R.  Qold,  Charles 
Goldsborottgh,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Obed  Hall,  John  A. 
Harper,  Jacob  flufW,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Kent,  William  Kennedy,  Lyman 
Law,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim,  Arunah  Metcal^  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Israel  Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  William 
Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebe- 
neser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Lew- 
is B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Peleg  Tallman,  Charles  Tamer,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Robert  Whitehill,  WiUiam  Widgery,  Robert  Wright. 
Nats— John  Baker,  Burwell  Bassettf  James  Breek* 


enridge,  WiUiaa  A.  Busweli,  Langdon  Cheres,  John 
Clopton,  John  Dawson^  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle, 
Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Richard  M.  Johnson^  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little,  Wiiniam  Lowndes, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Jas. 
Milnor,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Orms- 
by,  Joseph  Pearson,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
John  SeTier,  Daniel  Shefimr,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philh>  Stuart,  Wm.  Strong, 
John  Taliaforro,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Thomas 
WUson. 

REGULATION  OF  SEAMEN. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wholc^  on  the  bill  prohibiting  the  employ- 
ment of  foreign  seamen  in  the  armed  ressels  and 
merchant  service  of  the  0nited  States. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  having  been  read— 

Mr.  OauNUT  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  notwith- 
standing the  unkind  reception  with  which  the  bill 
under  consideration  met  with  from  a  particular 
quarter. 'on  its  first  appearance  in  the  House,  I 
•m  still  its  advocate^  and  solicit  a  calm  and  teoi- 
perate  discussion  of  its  merits.  1  ask  this  not  on 
my  own  account-^for  the  storm  of  debate  has  no 
terrors  to  me-*bat  I  ask  it  in  order  that  justice 
may  be  done  to  tbe  subject. 

We  all  know,  that  when  the  passions  are  ex- 
cited, or  those  prejudices  which  are  incident  to 
man  in  his  most  perfect  state  indulged,  reason, 
the  pride  of  our  nature,  is  thrown  from  its  place, 
and  errors  of  tbe  most  pernicious  kind  often  fol- 
low. Having  requested  that  a  mild  tempera- 
ment of  mind  shall  characterize  the  debate  upon 
which  we  are  now  entering,!  shall  be  the  last  to 
disregard  it  myself.  Hoping  that  nothing  which 
I  shall  say  may  produce  a  single  unpleasant  sen- 
sation, either  in  this  House  or  elsewhere,  I  sbmll 
prooeed  to  an  examination  of  the  principles  of 
the  bill  on  your  tableu  To  these  I  shall  confine 
my  remarks  at  present,  believing  that  any  ob- 
jections which  are  intended. to  be  made  to  the 
vat ioos  details,  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  its 
passage,  will  be  withheld  until  the  opinion  of  the 
coinmittee  can  be  taken  upon  the  main  question. 
The  propriety  of  this  course  is  strongly  enforced 
by  tbe  consideration  that  all  amendments  which 
n>ay  be  deemed  necessary  to  render  the  bill  more 
acceptable  to  gentlemen  can  be  offered,  and,  if 
approved^  adopted  at  a  subsequent  period.  And, 
sir,  permit  me  to  assure  ]^ou,  that  those  members 
of  the  committee  who  directed  the  bill  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House  will  cheerfully  accede  to  any 
modification  which  is  not  calculated  to. defeat 
the  objects  intended  by  theni  to  be  attained.  We 
do  not  pretend  that  the  bill  is  a  perfect  one ;  the 
novelty  and  difficulty  of  the  subject  forbid  us  to 
entertain  an  idea  of  that  kind :  at  the  same  time, 
thejr  furnish  an  apology  for  any  imperfections 
which  mav  be  pointed  out.  In  order  that  I  may 
be  distinctly  understood,  I  shall  in  the  first  place 
consider  this  measure  as  unconnected  with  the 
present  peculiar  state  of  the  country,  and  after- 
wards inquire  into  the  time  and  circumstances 
under  which  it  is  ofiered. 
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This,  sir,  is  not  io tended  as  a  temporary,  short- 
lifed  ezpadieDt;  it  is  proposed  to  make  it  a 
permanent  law  of  the  country.  If  adopted,  it  is 
hoped  that  experience  nlone  will  point  out  its 
defects,  and  apply  the  necessary  remedies.  In 
considering  this  subject,  gentlemen  should  divest 
themselves  of  narrow,  sectional  views,  and  re- 
collect that  the  welfare  of  everv  portion  of  the 
country/  however  remote,  must  oe  consulted  in 
connexion  with  the  particular  districts  which 
they  more  immediately  represent.  In  casting 
our  eyes  over  the  United  States,  we  see  in  the 
Eastern  section  an  overflowing  population ;  there, 
also,  is  found  a  great  proportion  of  the  tonnage ; 
and  there,  too,  is  the  spirit  of  commercial  enter- 
prise. There  both  the  laborers  and  the  labor  to 
be  performed  are  concentrated,  combined  with 
the  proper  skill  and  spirit  to  give  direction  t%> 
both;  American  eitirens  who  adventure  their 
lives  and  fortunes  on  the  ocean,  have  assuredly 
a  legitimate  claim  on  their  Gk>verttment  for  pro- 
tection— their  liberty  and  livelihood  shoula  At 
lean  be  secured  ;  hut,  under  existing  regulations, 
neither  is  sufficiently  guarded.  lo  times  of  peace, 
the  Gfoyera men ts  of  Europe  permit  their  seamen 
to  find  employ m'eut  in  the  mercbailt  service  of 
the  United  States ;  upon  the  appearance  of  war, 
they  claim  the  right  to  withdraw  them.  What 
efiRsct  bas  this  practice  upon  the  seamen  and  com- 
merce of  this  country?  When  no  war  rages 
among  the  nations  of  Europp,  swarms  of  foreign 
^seamen  flock  to  the  United  States  in  search  of  a 
livelihood ;  by  reason  of  which,  your  own  sea- 
men  are  thrown  out  of  ecnployment^  or  their 
wages  greatly  diminished.  Thisid^  to  my  mind, 
a  speeies  of  injustice  against  that  class  of  the 
community  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 
Look,  sir, at  its  operation  oli  the  mercantile  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  If  on  the  eve  of  a  war  in 
Europe  forciirn  seamen  mre' withdrawn,  a  defi- 
ciency of  sailors  to  navigate  American  vessels 
must  be  the  unavoidable  consequence.  The  fair 
trader  cannot  prosecute  bis'  customary.. voyages ; 
the  wages  of  seamen  are  suddenly  raised,  and 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  them  at  any  price  is 
often  productive  of  serious  embarrassment.  It 
is  trucj  that  a  total  exclusion  of  foreign  seamen 
from  our  service  might  compel  our  merchants  to 
raise,  in  some  decree,  the  wages  of  American 
stamen;  but  for  this  they  would  be  amply  com- 
pensated by  the  uniformity  of  wages  which^ 
would  be  established,  and  the  certainty  of  being* 
at  all  times  able  to  obtain  the  number  of  sea- 
men necessary.  For,  sir,  I  baVe  been  assured  by 
gentlemen  oil  both  sides  of  the  Ifouse,  acquainted 
with  the  subject,  that,  were  foreigners  excluded 
altogether,  there  would  at  all  times  be  of  native 
citi2ens  a  number  of  seamen  equal  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  various  branches  of  commerce 
usually  carried  on  between  this  and  other  coun- 
^  tries,  as  well  as  our  coasting  trade.  And  when 
all  who  reside  in  our  seaport  towns  concur  in  this 
opinion,  I  presume  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be 
entertained  of  its  accuracy ;  and  when  it  shall  be 
known  that  the  livelihood  of  American  seamen 
is  not  to  be  rendered  precarious  by  the  contin- 
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geacy  arising  from  the  competition  of  foreigners, 
and  that  they  will  be  exempt  from  the  danger 
of  impressment,  many  will  no  doubt  engage  in 
that  course  of  life  who  are  at  present  deterred 
from  it. 

In  a  national  point  of  view^  how  does  this  sub- 
ject present  itself?  According  to  existing  reg- 
ulations, when  the  United  States  are  engaged  in 
war,  we  must  rely  on  foreigners,  who  have  no 
attachment  to  our  country*  It  mtfy  happen  that 
ihey  are  natives  of  the  very  country  with  which 
we  are  contending.  If  this  bill  shall  be  adopted, 
the  conntry  will  be  in  safer  hands;  you  will 
have  men  to  navigate  your  vessels  and  fight 
your  battles  who  have  their  family  connexions 
amongst  us,  and  Whose  feelings  and  attachments 
are  purely  Amep'can.  In  other  respects,  this 
measure  is  important :  It  will  diminish  the  points 
of  collision  between  this  and  other  nations;  it 
may  do  away  the  necessity  of  future  wars  (for  I 
wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  nothing  I  now  say 
is  inteiided  as  having  any  relation  to  the  present 
controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States.)  By  this  bill  you  will  show  foreign 
nations  the  limits  to  which  our  claims  extend  ; 
if.  will  mark  out  by  a  defined  boundary  the  ex- 
tent of  our  national  rights,  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  subject-matter  of  this  bill.  They  will  see 
that  beyond  the  indisputable  rights  of  the  coun- 
try nothing  is  claimed  ;  and  wilTkndw,  of  course, 
that  should  they  intrench  upon  them,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  will  put  forth  their  strength 
in  opposition  to  the  invader.  Further,  sir,  it  will 
do  away  all  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  resist- 
ance among  ourselves.  If  a  single  individual  is 
then  impressed,  we  shall  all  know  that  a  political 
brother  has  lost  his  liberty.  And,  sir,  although 
we  now  divide  in  opinion,  let  this  be  reduced  to 
such  certainty  as  tooe  incapable  of  contradiction, 
and  we  are  an  united  people.  If  this  bill  goes 
into  effect,  it  will  be  known  by  all,  that  none  but 
an  American  can  be  taken  from  under  our  flag. 
Then  let  a  course  of  impressment  occur,  and  no 
man  will  dare  raise  his  voice  against  relieving 
his  fellow-cittizen  from  bondage,  and  punishing 
the  Power  which  has  deprived  him  of  his  liberty. 

By  the  bill  on  your  table,  is  not  every  claim 
which  any  human  being  has  on  the  American 
Government  secured  7  To  the  native  citizen, 
its  language  is,  whether  you  inhabit  the  soil  or 
visit  the  most  distant  climes,  wherever  you  may 
lawfully  be,  the  protecting  hand  of  your  Govern- 
ment shiill  cover  yqu.  So  long  as  you  shall  not 
attach  yourself  to  another  community,  but  retain 
your  native  chnracter,  to  be  able  to  say  you  are 
an  American  citizen,  it  shall  be  your  shield  and 
safeguard;  To  naturalized  citizens,  and  those 
who  have  commenced  a  course  of  naturalization, 
we  are  under  obligations.  They  have  claims  on 
us  which  must  be  discharged.  For  myself,  I  can 
never  consent  that  Punic  faith  shall  be  ascribed 
to  the  American  nation;  and  although^  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  it  is  at  some  times  inti- 
mated, and  at  others  faintly  urged,  that  the  same 
kind  of  protection  is  not  due  to  naturalized  as  to 
native  citizens,  I  doubt  very  muob  whether  any 
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member  on  this  floor  will  hazard  a  declaration 
to  that  effect. 

As  between  naturalized  citizens  and  this  Gor- 
ernment,  how  does  the  subject  of  allegiance  and 
protection  stand  ?  The  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  authorizes  Conj^ress  to  pass  laws  for 
the  naturalization  of  foreigners.  In  pursuance 
of  this  authority,  Congress  laid  down  a  rule ;  the 
terms  and  conditions  were  prescribed ;  it  was 
published  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  all  na- 
tions. By  this  foreigners  were  invited  to  come 
forward  and  form  a  part  of  the  American  fam- 
ily—many hare  complied  ;  in  conformity  to  your 
requisitions,  they  have  renounced  their  allegiance 
Co  their  parent  State,  abd  have  sworn  allegiance 
to  the  American  Government.  Are  you  not 
bound  to  protect  so  long  as  their  duty  oi  allegi- 
ance continues  ?  I  cannot  see,  how  any  man  can 
bring  himself  to  doubt  on  such'  a  point.  In  other 
words,  you  have  made  the  proposition — they  have 
accepted  and  fulfilled  the  terms  on  their  part ; 
and  you  cannot  be  released  from  the  obligation 
which  the  compact  thus  entered  into  imposes ;  and 
any  attempt  to  withhold  full  protectbn  from  this 
description  of  men  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
pledged  faith  of  the  Government.  To  these  men 
all  the  rights  of  native  Americans  attach,  and  the 
bill  on  your  table  places  them  precisely  on  the 
aame  ground. 

Are  we  under  obligations  to  any  other  descrip- 
tion of  men  ?  As  Christians«nd  civilized  men  we 
owe  the  kind  offices  of  humanity  and  hospitality  to 
every  member  of  the  great  human  family;  but  I 
deny  that  we  are  under  political  obligations  to 
Others,  than  those  I  have  enumerated.  Sir,  those 
who  are  citizens  of  other  countries  form  no  part 
of  our  political  association;  they  have  not  con- 
sented to  participate  in  our  dangers  add  difficul- 
ties; they  form  a  part  of  a  different  community* 
There  they  owe  allegiance,  and  to  that  commu* 
nity  should  they  look  for  protection.  I  intend 
not  by  this  to  contravene  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  that  distinguished  statesman,  who  declared, 
that  America  should  form  an  asvlum  for  oppressed 
humanity.  Far  from  it ;  but  I  mean  to  say,  that 
foreigners  who  wish  to  enjoy  the  benefits  shall 
stay  within  the  asylum,  according  to  the  terms 
specified  in  the  bill  before  you. 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  anything  is  con- 
ceded by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to  other  na- 
tions which  tends  to  degrade  the  American  char- 
acter. We  exclude  foreign  seamen  of  those 
nations  from  our  service,  who  will  recij^bcate 
that  regulation — ^we  also  reqOire  that  the  Amer- 
ican flaff  shall  protect  all  who  sail  under  it,  except 
those  who  may  be  in  the  service  of  an  enemy  to 
that  nation  which  claims  the  right  to  seize  on 
board  the  vesssel  of  a  neutral  Power.  This  it  is 
belieyed  is  in  conformity  with  public  law,  as  ac- 
knowledged by  all  nations,  until  Great  Britain,  in 
the  coondence  of  her  maritime  superiority,  had 
attempted  to  innovate  upon  it.  There  is,  sir,  no 
regulation  in  this  bill,  except  one^of  which  I  shall 
presently  speak,  which  is  not  required  to  be  re- 
ciprocal. On  tne  point  of  our  demanding  an  ex- 
clusion of  American  seamen  from  foreign  ships, 


in  consideration  of  this  country  excluding  their 
seamen  from  our  vessels,  I  feel  a  perfect  indiffer- 
ence. If  it  were.made  a  question  between  this  and 
another  nation,  I  would  yield  nothing  to  its  de- 
mands ;  a  perfect  reciprocity  should  exist  in  all 
things.  But  if  I  am  asked  to  yield  to  our  own 
citizens  the  right  of  unqualified  locomotion,  and 
to  extend  to  them  the  privilege  of  seeking  em- 
ployment wherever  they  choose,  I  am  ready  to 
grant  it ;  the  inducements  to  remain  in  the  Amer* 
ican  service  are  so  strong  that  no  evil  can  result 
from  permitting  it.  I  am  also  the  more  willing 
to  surrender  this  part  of  the  bill,  lest  some  gen- 
tlemen might  think  it  abridged  the  rights  ot  ex- 
patriation. Consuls  and  commercial  agents  are 
permitted  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  claim 
the  citizens  or  subjects  belonging  to  their  respec- 
tive countries  and  to  be  present  when  the  inves- 
tigation takes  place,  and  in  this  particular  the 
saine  privilege  is  not  secured  in  behalf  of  Amer- 
ican Consuls  and  agents.  Two  reasons  had  in- 
fluence in  preventing  the  committee  from  insert- 
ing a  similar  provision  as  it  regards  American 
citizens — first,  it  might  be  deemed  arrogant  and 
presumptuous  in  us  to  attempt  to  make  a  regula- 
tion, wnich  was  required  to  be  executed  in  ano- 
ther country,  precisely  in  our  way,  without  giving 
to  other  nations  an  opportunity  of  suggestmg  or 
proposing  a  mode  by  which  the  objects  could  be 
effected  in  a  manner  more  agreeable  to  them  and 
as  safe  to  this  country.  In  the  next  place  it  was 
and  is  still  seriously  doubted,  whether  such  rigor 
should  b^  exercised  towards  American  citizens. 
I  trust  I  have  succeeded  in  establishing  the 
utility  of  this  measure,  as  a  permanent  and  last- 
ing regulation,  and  will  proceed  to  a  considera- 
tion of  the  time  and  circumstances  under  which 
the  proposition  is  offered.  It  is  made,  and  you 
are  asked  to  adopt  it,  when  we  are  in  a  state  of 
actual  wan  with  Gresi  Britain,  and  this  I  know 
constitutes  the  only  objection  which  some  gen- 
tlemen have  to  it.  I  ask  them  to  reflect  cooly, 
and  answer  nt^  with  the  same  plainness  and  sim« 

filicity  in  which  I  make  the  inquiry,  this  question. 
•  it  ever  wrong  to  do  right  1  For  my  part,  I 
think  there  is  no  period'  at  which  it  is  improper 
to  declare  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  and 
to  the  world  the  nature  of  our  rightful  claims; 
how  far  they  have. been  disregarded,  and  upon 
what  terms  a  settlement  of  existing  difierences 
can  be  had,  and  to  perform  any  act  which  shall 
be  deemed  necessary  to  satisfy  our  own  citizens 
and  other  nations  of  the  sincerity  of  our  profes- 
sions. Sir,  you  must  not  attempt  to  conceal  from 
the  public  eye  your  sentiments  on  any  great  po- 
litical subject — if  you  do,  a  degree  Of  distrust  un- 
friendly to  the  movements  of  the  Government 
will  be  produced.  Sir,  if  I  know  anything  of  the 
American  people,  the  way  to  retain  their  confi- 
dence, is  to  ask  nothing  unreasonable  or  unjust 
from  other  Governments ;  extend  your  claims  so 
far  as  to  include  every  American  right,  and  no 
farther  ;  have  no  contest  for  anything  which  lies 
beyond  the  true  boundary,  but  with  firmness  of 
mind  and  determination  of  character  protect 
everything  within.    Sir,  the  people  of  this  coun- 
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try  are  brave  in  defence  of  their  rights ;  and  un- 
just war  they  will  not  wage ;  is  it  not  then  im- 
portant that  yoti  conrince  every  portion  of  them, 
that  this  war.  is  not  carried  on  wantonly,  but  to 
protect  essential  rights  ?  When  they  see  you 
placing  the  American  cause  upon  the  true  and 
just  point,  and  declaring  that  yoa  will  never  re* 
cede,  they  will  support  von ;  nor  will  they  mis- 
construe your  conduct.';  tney  will  not  mistake  solid 
determination  for  timidity.  No,  sir,  they  think 
with  him  Who  knew  how  to  acquire  glory  in  the 
field — that  there  are  no  laurels  so  estimable  as 
those  which  are  engrafted  upon  the  olive. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  Roman  Senator,  iipon  an  oc- 
casion not  unlike  the  present,  is  represented  as 
•aying— 

**  True  fortitude  b  seen  in  great  exploits, 
That  justice  wamnts  and  that  wisdom  guides ; 
All  else  is  towering  frenxy  and  distraction  " 

And,  sir,  shall  the  counsellors  of  a  great  na- 
tion be  so  misled  by  a  momentary  jpassion  or 
frenzy,  as  to  lose  the  opportunity  oi  doing  an 
act,  which  will  give  strength  to  the  American 
arm  in  the  prosecutioa  of  a  just  and  necessary 
war ;  a  war  which  must  and  shall,  so  far  as  my 
voice  will  go,  be  carried  on  until  every  American 
right  is  secured,  and  every  wrong  redressed? 
There  are  reasons  which  rc^nder  the  passage  of 
this  bill  peculiarly  proper  at  this  time,  what 
will  give  most  vigor  to  the  war  ?  Union.  What 
will  produce  union?  Convince  all  men  that 
you  are  disposed  to  act  justly;  that  you  com- 
menced and  noyr  prosecute  this  war  from  neces- 
sity, not  choice.  I  know  this  is  the  case;  the 
people  I  represent  are  satisfied  of  it,  and  their 
conduct  has  proved  it.  But  there  are  men  who 
have  deceived  themselves  into  a  belief  that  yon] 
are  not  willing  to  see  haii'mony  restored  between 
the  two  countries.  1  ask  you  to  undeceive  thim, 
take  the  bandage  from  their  eyes,  let  them  see 
their  error,  many  of  them  will  unite  with  us. 

Admit  that  there  are  men  who  hate  this  Ad- 
ministration more  than  they^  love  their  country, 
and  therefore  will  not  unite  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  will  not  those  who  have  been  misled  by, 
their  counsels  leave  them  ?  Yes,  sir,  with  this 
manifestation  of  the  rectitude  of  your  intentions, 
I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying  to  my  political  friends 
that  the  opposition  cannot  stand  before  them; 
Tou  sweep  the  £  round  from  under  their  feet ;  you 
leave  them  nothing  on  which  to  stand.  At  pres- 
ent we  have  truth  on  our  side;  adopt  this  bill, 
and  yoq  disarm  your  adversaries  of  all  plausible 
argument. 

In  the  effects  to  be  produced  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  I  think  I  cannot  be  mistaken.  Have 
not  the  j[entlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
called  for  it  repeatedly  during  the  present  ses- 
aion  ?  Have  they  not  said,  do  this  and  you  have 
peace,  or  a  union  of  all  parties  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  ?  The  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Pearson)  was  explicit  on  this  point. 
8ir,  lam  willing  to  yield  to  their  request;  the 
thing  is  right  in  itself,  and  they  have  asked  for 
it  •)  as  honorable  men  they  cannot  fail  to  comply 


with  their  former  declarations.  I^  however,  they 
should  not,  I  would  still  grant  their  request;  1 
would  give  it  to  them  as  a  rod  with  which  to 
chastise  them.  For,  sir,  rely  on  it,  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to<  destroy  the  means  of  error^  and  the 
effects  of  misrepresentation.  And,  sir,  if  we 
use  well  the  means  in  our  power,  the  remainder 
will  be  done  in  our  respective  districts. 

Sir,  it  is  due  to  the  opposition  that  this  step 
should  be  taken ;  many  of  them  do  believe  that 
a  fair  and  equitable  peace  will  be  -the  coose- 
quence.  I  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  but  I  am 
still  disposed  to  gratify  them.  If  they  are  mis- 
taken, their  error  will  be  more  manifest ;  it  will 
convince  them  that  justice  cannot  be  obtained 
from  the  enemy.  Suppose,  on  the  other  hand, 
that,  peace  should  follow  from  the  adoption  oi 
this  measure,  where- is  a  man  to  be  found  who  is 
unwilling  to  see  a  just,  honorable,  and  reciprocal 
treaty  between  the  two  nations  ?  If  such  a  feel- 
ing exists  in  any  man,  he  will  never  venture  to 
express  it  before  th?  American  people.  Any 
other  treaty  than  such  as.  I  have  described,  I 
should  contemn,  and  I  feel  confident  that  the 
Executive  would  not  listen  to  propositions  which 
would  place  the  nation  over  which  he  presides 
on  dishonorable  ground. 

Other  reasons  than  those  already  enumerated 
dictate  the  propriety  of  now  acting  on  this  sub- 
ject :  we  are  in  a  state  of  war;  we  are  a  divided 
people.  I  reffret  that  truth  compels  me  to  say 
this,  but  the  fact  is  so.  Much  misrepresentation 
prevails  With  regard  to  our  motives ;  so  long  aa. 
this  is  the  case,  the  people  will  not  go  so  heartily 
with  us,  and  render  all  that  support  which  is  de- 
sirable in  the  present  state  of  the  country.  They 
have  the  right  to  know  distinctly  for  what  you 
are  fighting ;  and  let  me  tell  you  how  far  I  think 
they  will  support  you.  So  long  as  yon  are  con- 
tending (o  protect  native  Americans  or  foreign- 
ers, to  whom  the  United  Slates  owe  protection, 
they  will  be  with  you ;  but  let  them  suspect  that 
the  object  ia  to  secure  deserters  from  foreign  vea- 
seli,  and  thev'will  tell  you  that  their  blood  and 
treasure  shall  uot  b<^«zpended  for  such  an  object, 
andin  a  voice  which  must  be  obeyed  they  will 
command  you  to  desikt.  Sir,  we  should  not  only 
do  right,  but  avoid  the  appearance  of  evil.  Let 
it  be  known  to  all  men  that  this  contest  is  kept 
uf)  for  American  rights,  purely  so,  and  a  high- 
minded,  honorable  people,  will  never  abandon  us. 

sir,  I  ask  this  demonstration  of  the  sincerity 
of  your  motives  in  behalf  of  the  people  I  repre- 
sent ;  they  have  confidence  in  you ;  let  it  not  be 
impaired.  I  ask  it  in  behalf  of  men  who  will 
not  halt  at  the  margin  of  a  river ;  men  who.  will 
not  stop  to  consult  this  Constitution  and  geogra- 
phy of  their  country  when  the  eneinies  otAmer- 
Ica  are  in  view,  rreserve  the  minds  of  such 
men  free  fiom  doubt ;  if  you  do  not,  double  the 
number  required  by  Government  will  not  again 
rally  aroimd  your  standard  at  the  call  of  their 
country,  and  that  too  with  a  view  ot  encounter- 
ing the  severest  seasons  and  the  worst  of  cli- 
mates, in  addition  to  the  enemies  of  the  land. 
By  the  bill  on  your  tablci  ia  a  single  ^  — '~ 


967 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


96S 


H.OPR. 


BegvkUion  of  Sea$nen. 


February  1813, 


right  surrendered  ?  Nay,  more,  do  yoa  yield  any- 
thing which  your  QoTernment  has  ever  claimed  ? 
AU  must  answer  in  the  negatiye.  I  would  then 
ask  all  men  of  sober  sense,  how  is  this  nation 
degraded  ?  This  is  not  intended  as  a  mere  step- 
ping stone,  to  enable  the  Ezecuti?e  to  make  an 
OTerture  for  peace,  but  it  will  authorize  him, 
should  the  proposition  come  from  th;  other  party, 
to  stand  on  even  ground  in  the  negotiation. 

Some  gentlemen  think  this  meaeure' belongs 
ezelttsiyeiy  to  the  Ezecutire  under  the  treaty- 
making  power.  Sir,  they  misconeeire  the  sub- 
ject. Tnis  is  intended  as  a  general  law,  not  ap* 
plieable  to  Great  Britain  alone ;  but  suppose  it 
were,  they  would  gain  by  this  nothing  in  the  ar- 
gument. Has  not  Congress  the-  power  to  say 
who  shall  navigate  the  vessels  of  the  United 
Sutes  1  Has  it  not  the  right  to  regulate  the  nay- 
igation  of  the  country  ?  Is  it  not  its  duty  to 
pasa  naturalization  laws  t  Surely,  no  man  ean 
seriously  believe  that  we  have  not  the  Constitu- 
tional power  to  act.  And,  sir,  whatever  may  be 
the  correct  opinion  on  the  point  so  ably  dis- 
cussed on  the  adoption  of  the  last  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  gentlemen 
should  recollect,  that  although  the  Constitution 
gives  to  the  President,  by  and  with  the-  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  power  to  make 
treaties ;  it  also  gives  to  Con|rress  the  right  to 
pass  laws  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners. 
If,  then,  a  treaty  should  be  concluded  by  the 
proper  authorities,  containing  provisions  on  a 
subject  confided  by  the  Constitution  to  thci- Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  I  very  much  doubt 
whether  a  House  of  RepresenUtives  could  be 
found  which  would  willingly  consent  to  be  used 
as  a  piece  of  mere  mi^chinery,  to  carry  into  effect 
stipulations  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  its  mem- 
bers. I  wish  to  avoid  a  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion which  occurred  in  the  year  1796.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  come  to  a  correct  de- 
cision on  thesubiect  now  under  eoosideration ; 
and,  sir,  nothing  but  necessity  siiall  ever  induce 
me  to  advocate  an  opinion  in  which  I  difier  from 
that  man  to  whom  I  owe  the  right  of  thinking 
and  speaking  freely ;  him  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  the  high  privilege  of  addressing  an  Ameri- 
can Congress;  him,  £or  the  honor  of  whose 
birth,  not  seven  cities  alone,  but  more  than  seven 
nations  would  have  contended,  had  not  the  title 
of  America  been  unquestionable. 

It  is  expedient  to  act  at  present  on  another  ac- 
count; the  Executive  has  offered  these  terms; 
the  British  Minister  deel^led  their  acceptance, 
fMrtJy  on  the  ground  that  Congress  might  not 
saaction  the  measure.  I  question  the  sincerity 
of  the  British  Minister  on  this  subject ;  but,  pass 
this  bill,  and  you  bring  him  to  the  test;  if  insin- 

Sfu*'  X^?  P°^  ^®"'  enemy  more  in  the  wrong. 
The  British  nation,  the  American  people,  and 
the  whole  world  will  see,  that  the  continuance  of 
this  war  is  not  owing  to  any  disregard  to  justice 
on  our  part. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been  amused  when  I 
"*7®  .^f«rd  certain  objections  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill  staled  in  eoaveisation.    It  has  been  said, 


in  opposition  to  it,  that  Lord  Castiereagh,  whea 
discussing  American  affairs  with  Mr.  Kussell, 
used  certain  expressions  loftily.  I  will  tell  you, 
sir,  what  I  think  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  conduct 
on  that  occasion.  I  view  it  as  unbecoming,  un- 
dignified, and  rude.  But  it  certainly  is  attach- 
ing too  much  importance  to  It,  to  permit  the 
councils  of  those  who  have  in  charge  the  inter- 
ests of  seven  millions  of  people  to  be  moved  by 
it.  Sir.  unaffected  by  his  smiles  or  his  frowns, 
we  should  pursue  our  object,  and  not  be  driven 
from  our  purpose.  By  not  passing  this  bill,  will 
you  not  justify  that  distrust  expressed  by  Lord 
Castiereagh?  Whatever  may  be  your  motives, 
will  not  your  actions  show  an  unwillingness  to 
accede  to  the  just  and  equitable  terms  held  out 
by  your  own  Executive  ?  Sir,  I  do  greatly  fear 
the  consequences. 

Mr.  Chairman,  should  this  btU  be  rejected,  I 
shall  feel  no  other  mortification  than  that  which 
arises  from  a  conviction  that  the  true  interest  of 
the  country  has  not  been  snfficieotly  consulted. 
But  for  this  I  will  not  abandon  my  political 
friends  on  this  floor ;  no,  sit^  I  will  go  with  theia 
through  good  and  evil  report,  so  long  as  1  enter- 
tain the  same  good  opinion  of  their  motives, 
\  which  I  now  do ;  and  of  one  thing  let  all  be  as- 
sured, that  I  never  will  be  content  to  surrender 
an  AcDertcan  right,  so  long  as  a  current  runs  ia 
these  veins. 

Mr.  Wai«BT  replied  to  Mr.  GRnNnr,and  op* 
posed  this  bill  at  considerable  length.  He  consid- 
ered it  as  a  violation  of  public  law,  and  as  a  vio- 
lation of  our  Constitution,  so  far  as.  respects  nat- 
uralization. He  also  viewed  it  as  an  attempt  to 
wrest  the  treaty-making  power  from  the  hands  of 
the  Executive,  and  offered  many  objections  to 
the  bill  in  principle  and  detail. 

After  he  eoncluded.  thtf  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  a^io. 


TaoatDAY,  February  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempbteao,  the  committee 
appointed  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
which  relates  to  military  affairs,  were'instruct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  tea 
companies  of  mounted  riflemen  to  be  raised  for 
the  protection  of  the  Northwestern  frontier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bono,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  anv,and  if  any.  what, 
amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made  to  toe  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes  ;** 
with  leave  to  report  bv  bill,  or  otherwise ;  and 
Mr.  Bond, Mr. Little, Mr.  GroSvbmob.  Mr.  AlS" 
TON,  and  Mr.  McKee,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Gassaway, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolu- 
tion therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

^*  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Hen^  GsBssway,  s  lieutenant  in  the  anay  of  the 
Revslntion,  in  the  Marylsnd  line^  have  had  the  ssaae 
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under  their  <MHuideratton«  and  report :  That  it  is  inex- 
pedient, from  principles  of  general  policy^  to  apply  the 
national  bounty  to  a  particular  case,  however  merito- 
zious  the  applicant,  where  numerous  cases  alike  claim 
the  national  liberality;  that  Henry  Gassaway  has 
atrong  claims  on  the  gratitude  of  his  country  for  his 
KoTolutionary  sacrifices  on  the  altar  of  liberty,  during 
the  war  that  secured  our  independence ;  that,  having 
received  no  wound,  his  case  is  not  provided  for  by  the 
act  giving  pensions.  The  committee,  however^  feel  it 
their  duty  to  recommend  to  the  justice  titnd  magnani- 
mity of  Uie  United  8t&t«i'  Government,  as  well  as  to 
the  gdvemments  of  the  respective  folates,  the  appoint^ 
ment  of  such  meritorious  officers  and  privates  to  such 
'Offices  as  their  talents  wonld  enable  them  to  discharge, 
with  profit  to  themseWes  and  justice  to  their  country, 
that  ^  evening  of  their  Uves  mis^t  be  as  serene  and 
•easy  as  their  yoathiol  toils  have  been  honorable  to  them- 
•elves,  and  prcKfitable  to  their  ooun^. 

'VThey  recommend  the  foUewing  resolution  : 
"Refolvedf  That  Ueniy  Gasbaway  be  permitted  to 
withdraw  his  petition  and  papers." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Cammittee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
petition  of  Daniel  Boone,  and  the  report  and  pe- 
tition were  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Pablic  Lands. 

BEGULAinON  OF  SEAMEN* 

The  House  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
'  o^ittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  regulating  the  em- 
ployment of  foreign  seamen  in  the  merehant  ser- 
fcice,  and  in  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Sbyb£BT  said  he  bad  a  desire  to  lay  before 
the  Committee  the  views  which  had  presented 
themselves  to  his  mind  concerning  the  bill  in 
question.  The  vital  principle  of  this  bill  was  to 
be  foand  in  the  first  section.  To  try  the  sense. of 
the  Committee  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the 
&tBt  section.  Having  made  this  important  mo- 
tion it  was  his  dnty  to  give  the  reasons  whereon 
it  tvas  grounded. 

Sir,  (continued  he,)  the  great  principle  of  this 
bill  is,  to  foihid,  after  a  certain  period,  the  occu- 
pation of  seamen  to  persons  who  may  become 
citizens  of  |he  United  States.  Yesterday  we 
were  inform,ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Gbuhdy)  that  this  was  not  to  be  considered 
a  temporary  regulation — it  was  intended  to  form 
m  permanent  navigation  system  for  the  United 
States.  To  this  Mr.  8.  replied  it  wa»  not  proper 
to  form  perinanent  regulations  of  (he  kind  during 
a  state  of  war,  because  the  commerce  of*  the 
•country  must  then  be  liable  to  many  uncertain- 
ties; such  a  system  could  be  better  matured  dur- 
ing a  state  of  peace. 

He  said  the  provisions  of  this  bill  were  the 
consequence  of  the  horrid  practice  of  impress- 
ment which  Great  Britain  exercised  towards  the 
•aeaipen  of  the  United  States.  For  more  than 
twenty  years  last  past  the  Government  of  the 
Waited  States  has  been  protesting  a|^inst  this 
practice.  By  some  it  is  pretended  this  bill  will 
remove  the  difficulties  in  qtiestion.  and  restore  I 
peace  to  the  United  States — would  to  Gbd  it } 
40My  produce  this  effect  should  it  pasal    In  this  * 


light  he  said  it  was  worthy  the  serious  consid- 
eration of  the  Legislature;  for  facts,  he  should 
rely  upon  the  authentic  documents  which  were 
at  various  times  laid  before  Congress — your  tables 
groan  under  their  pressure  and  seem  to  rise  into 
resistance. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  practice  has  always  been 
declared  unjustifiable;  it  cannot  be  grounded  on 
natural  or  national  law;  numerous  proofs  are 
extant  of  the  uniform  protest  of  everjr  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Goveriiment  of  the  United  States 
against  it;  it  has  been  unceasingly  destructive  to 
our  honor  and  ogr  interests — no  other  nation  has 
ever  submitted  to  it.  Such  have  been  the  de- 
clarations of  your  several  Presidents;  they  were 
supported  by  the  opinions  of  Messrs.  Pickering. 
Wolcott,  McHenry,  Stoddert,  Charles  Lee,  ana 
Chief  Justice  Marshall.  The  last  named  gen- 
tleman  considered  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men ^'an  act  of  violence  for  which  there  exists 
no  palliative."  He  well  imagined,  if  the  practice 
was  continued,  it  would  lead  to  a  rupture  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Every 
Administration,  including  the  present,  has  failed 
in  their  numerous  efibrts  to  negotiate  on  and 
regulate  this  subject  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment. In  vain  did  we  yield  that  "  in  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  impress  of  British 
subjecte  found  on  board  our  vessels  must  doubt- 
less (^  admitted."  After  the  many  fruitless  ef- 
forts which  have  been  adverted  to — after  the 
more  recent  offers  tendered  by  Mr.  Russell  to  the 
British  Gkxv«rnnieat — after  the  several  declam- 
tions  of  Lord  Castlereagb  tfalit  "  they  cannot  con- 

*  sent  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  a  right  upon  which 
'  the  naval  strength  of  the  empire  mainly  depends 
'  until  they  are  folly  convinced  that  means  can  be 
'  devised,  and  will  be  adopted,  by  which  the  object 
'  to  be  obtained  by  the  exercise  of  that  right  can 
<  be  effectually  secur«d"^after  his  Lordship  can- 
didly confessed  "that  no  Administration  could 

*  expect  to  remain  in  power  that  should  consent 
'  to  renounce  the  right  of  impressment,  or  to  sus- 
^  pend  the  practice,  without  the  certainty  of  an 
'  arrangement  which  should  obviously  be  calcu- 

*  ted  most  unequivocally  to  secure  its  object" — 
after  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  British  under-Secretary 
of  State,  asked  Mr.  Russell  '4f  the  United  States 
would  deliver  up  the  native  British  seamen  who 
might  be  nataralized  in  America" — after  Mr. 
Russell  informed  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  that  Lord  Castlereagb  told  him  all  the 
expectations  which  had  been  entertained  by  our 
former  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James  on  this 
subject  were  impracticable  and  unfounded — ^after 
it  had  been  most  satisfactorily  proved  to  Mr. 
Russell  that  nothing  could  be  done  with  Great 
Britain  on  the  subject^the  Gk)vernment  of  the 
United  States  declared  war  against  that  Power, 
and  placed  the  odious  practice  of  impressment  as 
the  mnt  of  its  causes  on  that  list  which  has  been 
Mrcastically  termed  '*an  ingenious  catalogue." 
This  declaration  was  by  Mr.  S.  considered  as  the 
^'^nal  attitude"  of  the  United  States  with  regard 
to  Great  Britain ;  all  his  subsequent  views  wore 
turned  towards  ita  vigorous  prosflcntion.    Bat, 
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tlM !  the  Legislature  has  another  ''erisls''  brought 
before  it — its  merits  must  be  inquired  into.  If 
other  circumstances  did  not  require' it  of  him, 
Mr.  S.  would  content  himself  with  observing 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  anbrded  sufficient  arguments  why  the 
bill  should  not  pass.  The  committee  acknowl- 
edge there  seems  no  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Minister  to  treat  on  the  subject  I 
When  speaking  of  the  propositions  which  hare 
been  tendered  by  Mr.  Russell  they  declared  ^'  your 
'  committee  cannot  aroid  expressing  its  astonish- 
'  ment  at  the  manner  in  which  they  were  re- 

<  ceived.    It  was  not  sufficient  to  reject  the  pro- 

<  posed  armistice ;  terms  of  peculiar  reproach  and 

<  insult  were  adopted  to  make  the  rejection  of- 

*  fensive."  Again  they  tell  yon,  "  your  commit- 
'  tee  hare  sought  with  anxiety  some  proof  of  a 

*  disposition  in  the  British  Government  to  ac- 
'  commodate,  on  any  fair  condition,  the  import- 
'  ant  difference  between  the  two  nations  relative 
'  to  impressment ;  but  they  have  sought  in  vain : 
'  none  is  to  be  found,  either  in  the  communica- 

*  tions  of  the  British  Minister  to  the  American 

*  Charg6  des  Affaires  at  London,  or  in  those  of 
'  the  commander  of  the  British  naval  forces  at 

*  Halifax,  made  by  order  of  his  Government  to 
'  the  Department  of  State.'** 

Mr.  S.  then  said  he  considered  the  passage  of 
this  bill  inexpedient  as  to  time.and  existing  cir- 
cumstances. It  has  already  been  remarked  that 
no  prospect  of  being  able  to  treat  with  the  British 
Government  on  the  great  cause  of  dispute  now 
exists.  Your  committee  has  informed  you  that 
propositions  similar  to  those  contemplated  by  this 
Dill  have  been  rejected,  in  terms  or  peculiar  re- 
proach and  insult.  Your  late  accredited  agent 
at  the  Court  of  St.  James  has  communicated — 
nay,  he  says  he  is  satisfied,  and  every  circum- 
stance ''proves  most  unequivocally  the  predeter- 
mination of  the  British  Government  to  reject,  at 
this  time,  every  overture  for  the  discontinuance 
of  this  degrading  practice."  Lord  Castlereagh 
is  uniform  in  his  declaration  that>  no  suspension 
or  modification  of  the  practice  can  be  admitted 
which  should  render  doubtful  the  security  of  the 
object !  What,  sir,  demanded  Mr.  S.,  is  the  ob- 
ject? He  said  it  was  man  stealing;  and  asked, 
if  anything  but  the  practice  itself  could  secure 
the  end  in  riew?  This  crime,  said  he,  in  the 
great  catalogue  of  human  enormities^  stands  alone, 
and  no  equivalent  can  be  offered  for  it.  The 
mere  supposition  of  that  being  possible^  implied  a 
degree  of  baseness  to  which  he  hoped  the  people 
of  the  United  States  were  strangers.  Will  our 
honor,  will  our  interest,  permit  usisgain  to  stretch 
forth  the  arm  of  submission  to  Great  Britain  ? 
Do  not  forget  that  public  safety  is  incompatible 
with  degradation.  Great  Britain  knows  she  will 
be  met  on  honorable  ground  if  she  was  disposed 
to  take  it.  Peace  he  considered  the  greatest  of 
blessings  if  properly  secured — it  may  be  purchased 
at  a  rate  which  will  consume  your  vitals.  Ask 
nothing  from  Great  Britain  which  she  cannot 
grant  consistent  with  her  sovereignty  and  inde- 
pendence.   Nothing  is  expected  itom  Great  Brit- 


ain for  which  an  equivaleni  is  denied ;  to  be  oa 
a  level  with  her  t»tt  this  question  is  the  right  of  a 
free,  sovereign,  and  independent  Power.  Look 
to  yourself  and  secure  the  safety  of  your  people ; 
the  true  path  to  prosperity  and  security  must  be 
that  which  we  have  indicated — all  other  terms, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  treated  with  the  contempt 
which  they  merit.  Have^  the  wrongs  been  re- 
dressed for  which  the  United  States  have  con- 
tended 1  Has  atonement  been  made  for  our  vio- 
lated riffbts?  Have  our  impressed  seamen  been 
restored  to  their  wives,  their  children,  and  their 
parents?  Has  Great  Britain  shown  a  disposi- 
tion to  meet  us  after  we  have  advanced  more 
than  two-thirds  t)f  the  way  ?  No !  and  no  aloae 
must  be  the  uniform  answer  to  ail  these  questions. 
Our  course  and  our  duty  cannot  be  of  a  doubtfal 
character— '^  Prove  to  the  enemy  and  to  the 
World  that  we  have  not  only  inherited  that  lib- 
erty which  our  fathers  ^ave  us,  but  also  the  will 
and  power  te  maintain  it."  Such  a  course  and 
conduct  alone  will  secure  to  you  and  tQ  posterity 
those  blessings  which  the  Qod  of  nature  has  so 
bounteously  bestowed  on  us. 

Have  we,  said  Mr.  S.,  reason  to  entertain  any 
hopes  from  a  late  chanffe  of  administration  in 
Great  Britain  ?    Certainly  not ;  the  same  spirit 
which  has  been  prevalent  in  her  councils  for  the 
last  twenty  years  still  exists — the  virtuous  Cas- 
tlereagh, with  whom  we  have  been  negotiating 
for  the  several  years  last  past,  continues  to  con- 
trol the  foreign  department  of  that  Gkivehiment  f 
he  is  aided  by  his  former  adherents  and  by  the 
result  of  the  late  elections  for  members  of  Parlia- 
ment.   You  can  expect  nothing  more  from  this 
man  than  what  your  power  can  achieve;  this 
haughty  Minister  treated  your  propositions  wilb 
nefflect,  when  they  were  offered  for  a  purpose  to 
which  he  attached  much  less  consequebce  than 
he  does  co  the  present  question.    It  was  comma- 
nicated  to  this  man,  that  a  repeal  of  the  unjust 
edicts  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  pro^bility,  "  would 
be  followed  by  a  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Ftaiwe ;''  your  JPresident  informed  you  that, 
"even  this  communication  received   no  atten- 
tion I"    Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  this  act,  iS  it  be  Consti- 
tutional, would  be  niuch  better  timed  if  we  had 
remedied  the  disasters  which  we  have  so  often 
been  exuUingly  told  now  stain  our  arms  and  our 
reputation.    The  disasters  of  the  last  caoipai^ 
gave  him  no  uneasiness  for  the  result  in  future^  if 
it  shall  be  determined  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
energy,  and  without  regard  to  temporary  expe- 
dients—all  calculations  should  be  rounded  on  a 
prolongation  of  the  war ;  thus  will  you  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  wojst  from  your  enemy — you 
cannot  fail  to  conquer  her  on  the  continent  of 
North  America. 

He  said,  he  had  heard  it  pretended  that  this  act 
contemplated  nothing  more  than  to  place  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  toucfiing  the  case 
in  question,  on  a  level  with  the  King  of  G^eat 
Britain,  as. regards  his  treaty-making  powers.  He 
maintained,  the  President  was  so  already ;  and 
asked,  why,  at  this  time,  passman  act,  which  is 
intended  to  be  operative  only  after  a  treaty  shall 
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have  been  eooeladed  with  the  Uotted  States  and 
€rreat  Britain  ?  If  the  provisions  of  the  bill  be 
CoBsiitational,  there  seemed  no  occasioa  for  the 
act^  since  the  stipulations  therein  eoatempiated 
might  form  a  part  of  the  treaty.  The  ConstitU'' 
tion  of  the  United  States  declares,  *'that  all  trea- 
ties niade,^  or  whioh  shall  be  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme 
Jaw  of  the  Und.''  To  him,'  it  seemed  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  as  touch  coiitrol 
oTer  the  question  as  has  the  King  of  England. 
In  Great  Britain  the  King  cannot  naturalize  an 
alien,  no  more  can  the  President  of  the  United 
States — there  it  most  be  done  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  here  by  a  statute  of  Congress.  The  King 
cannot  repeal  an  act  of  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain ;  he^  tike  the  President,  acts  in  his  Exec* 
ntive  capacity.  Seamen,  who  hare  served  two 
years  on  board  his  Majesty^'s  ships  of  war,  the 
merchantmen,  or'  privateers  of  Great  Britain 
are,  ip$o  /oc^o,' naturalized  by  a  British  statute, 
whether  th^y  enter  voluntarily  or  not  I  No  pow- 
er other  than  that  of  the  Legislature  of  Great 
Britain  can  repeal  thi^  clause,  and  absolve  the 
allegiance  which  they  claim  iVom  our  impressed 
seamen,  who  may  have  served  two  years  on  board 
His  Majesty's  ships,  or  other  vessels,  in  Great 
Britain.  It  may  be  said;*  Parliament  will  enact 
*such  a  repeal,  and  thus  make  the  matter  easy  of 
accommodation  between  the  two  Gtovernments, 
since  it  may  allow  such  of  our  seamen  to  quit 
their  service  as  are  forcibly  detained  therein ; 
whilst,  OB  the  other  hand,  we  may  suffer  tfaoee  to 
continue  their  allegiance  to  the  king,  who  may 
see  fit  to  do  so.  This  is  the  only  possible  mode 
of  proceeding  Which  offered  itself  to  his  mind — 
he  questioned  the  disposition  of  the  Parliament 
on  the  subject ;  they  must  consult  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  before  they  could 
venture  on  it.  Suppose  it  shall  seem  plausible 
that  the  Parliament  would  proceed  in  this  way  to 
meet  our  views ;  let  me,  said  he.  pray  you  not  to 
be  lulled  into  a  state  of  fatal  security  by  the  pas^ 
sage  of  this  bill.  It  must  be  remembered,  before 
the  information  of  its' adoption  can  have  arrived 
in  England,  the  Parliament  will  be  out  of  ses- 
sion, and  they  will  not  assei^ble  before  the  en- 
suing Winter ;  thus  may  we  be  unprepared  for 
the  coming  campaign,  and  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences may  befall  this  nation. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  S.,  on  a  former  occasion, 
the  time  when  this  bill  was  first  introduced  to 
the  House,  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  was 
questioned  ;  mnch  reflection  continued  with  in- 
creased force  the  same  impressions  which  origi- 
nally had  operated  conviction  on  his  mind.  Al- 
low me,  said  he,  to  state  the  reasoning  upon  which 
this  opinion  was  grounded.  The  Constitution  of 
the  united  States  declares  Congress  shall  have 
power  ^  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
rontcies  throughout  the  United  States."  Sir,  the 
TQie  only  relates  to  the  mode,  it  is  only  operative 
during  the  nascent  state  of  the  political  conver- 
sion, and  it  ceases  to  have  effect  the  moment  after 
the  procssB  has  been  completed.   Tour  Conatitu* 


tion  only  recognises  the  highest  ^de  of  citizen- 
ship that  can  1^  conferred — the  alien  is  thus  made 
a  native,  a^  it  were,  and  is  fully  vested  witb- 
every  right  and  privilege  attached  to  the  native,, 
with  the  exception  impressed  on  the  Constitu* 
tion.  Your  statutes  cannot  deprive  any  particular 
species  of  citizens  of  the  riffht  of  personal  liberty 
or  the  locomotive  faculty,  because  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  characterize  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  native  and  naturalized.  Our  j^eat 
family  is  composed  of  a  class  of  itien  forming  a 
single  genua,  who,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  are 
equal,  except  in  the  instance  specified,  that  of  not 
being  eligible  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States ;  the  only  exception  to  the  role  is  expressed 
in  the  Constitution:  if  other  exceptions  had  been 
contemplated  by  the  framers.of  that  instrument, 
they  would  also  have  been'expressed ;  none  other 
having  been  expressed,  he  said,  it  followed  that 
your  legislative  acts  could  not  make ,  individual 
exceptions  touc|iiog  the  occupation  of  the  citi- 
zen. All  freemen,  citizens  of  the  United  Stateit 
nxay  pursue  their  happiness  in  any  manner  and 
in  any  situation  they  please,  provided  they  do  not 
violate  the  rights  or  others.  You  cannot  deny  to 
any  portion  of  your  cithsens,  who  desire  to  plough 
the  deep,  the  right  to  do  so,  whilst  you  permit 
anotherj>ortion  pf  them  the  enjoyment  of  that 
right.  The  rule  must  be  uniform,  as  it  regards 
place,  and  as  it  respects  the  persons  who  are  nat- 
uralized ;  the  prorationary  process  must  be  the 
same,  whether  it  be  performed  at  Charleston  or 
at  Boston ;  it  must  be  alike  in  its  application, 
whether  the  alienbe  aGrerman  or  an  Englishman ; 
it  must  be  the  same  to  all  Englishmen,  be  thev 
artisans  or  seamen.  You  cannot  pass  this  bill, 
and  thereafter  naturalize  foreigners  with  limited 
privileges,  unless  the  Constitution  be  amended,  so 
as  to  establish  different  grades  of  citizenship, 
in  most  European  Governments  these  gradations 
do  exist ;  in  the  United  States  they  are  unknown. 
Whether  it  wpuld  be  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  at  this  time,  to 
deny  naturalization  to  aliens  hereafter,  was  a 
question  of  too  much  magnitude  for  him  to  decide 
upon  without  much  previous  investigation  and 
serious  reflection.  This  question  is  not  now  be- 
fore the  Committee.  He  said,  he  would  defer  the 
discussion  of  it  to  the  proper  pier  rod.  Let  me  add, 
said  he,  (Gtod  be  praised !)  we  have  no  bill  of  rights 
for  the  governmedt  of  the  citizens.  The  rights 
and  privileges  which  we  enjoy  as  citizens  ofthe 
United  States,  constitute  the  original  rights  which 
are  reserved  to  the  people.  The  Congress  of  the 
Revolution  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1776^  declared 
these  States  free  and  independent ;  they  further 
declared,  "we  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evi- 
<  dent,  that  all  men  are  ereated  equal ;  that  they 
'  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  in- 
^  alienable  rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  lib- 
>  erty.  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."  Has  it  be- 
come' the  duty  of  the  Congress  of  1813  to  deny 
these  well-founded  principles?  Principles  for 
which  your  illustrious  predecessors  lavished  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  this  nation,  during  the  hard 
fought  conflicts  of  m  seven  years'  war  \    Are  we 


«75 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


«76 


a.  or  R. 


R^gtdation  cf  Qeamen. 


FiSRiujiY,18t3. 


now  prepared  to  violate,  abridge,  and  to  deny  to 
ourserves,  the  altributes  which  are  common  to  all 
free,  sorereign,  and  independent  States  ?  Will 
yoQ  spontaoeouBly  take  a  secondary  rank  amongst 
civilized  nations,  and  do  this  without  making  an 
effort  to  resist  it  ?  Does  it  seem  fit,  that  the  only 
free  nation  on  earth  should  he  the  first  to  make  a 
voluntary  sacrifice  of  the  rights  which  man  has 
inherited  from  the  God  of  nature?  Rights,  which 
are  beyond  the  control  of  human  usurpation.  Can 
you  descend  to  this?  Let  me  answer  for  you. 
"  I'll  not  believe  it ;"  the  act  alone  could  convince 
him  that  you  are  about  to  introduce  into  the  po- 
litical system  of  the  United  States,  the  abomina- 
ble India  ffraduatjon  of  aute»,  and  thus  limit  the 
pursuit  ofhapplness.  At  the  moment  when  Great 
Britain,  by  reoal  proclamation,  declared  all  her 
subjects,  which  your  statutes  have  naturalized. 
irattore,  if  found  in  arms  fighting  your  battles ! 
you  are  engaged  in  the  passage  of  an  act  yield- 
ing to  her  one  of  the  most  sacred  principle^  of 
civilized  society ;  though  she  has  thousands  of 
your  citizens,  whom  she  pretends  to  have  natural- 
ized, on  board  of  her  armed ^ships,  forced  to.spill 
the  blood  of  their  countrymen  ana  their  kindred. 
Perdition  to  the  horrid  thought!  If,  said  he, 
England  complains  of  the  emigration  of  her  peo- 
ple to  the  United  States,  she  cannot  accuse  us  of 
using  foul  means  to  effect  the  purpose — the  fault 
lies  with  herself;  let  her  make  her  people  happy ; 
that  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  certain  method 
of  keeping  them  at  home. 

You  may  term,  said  he,  this  bill  a  Navigation 
Act ;  designate  it  by  whatever  title  you  please, 
its  object  and  tendency  cannot  be  mistaken.  By 
its  passage  you  consign  the  liberties  of  this  na- 
tion to  the  mercy  of  European  Governments. 
Let  me  beseech  you  to  pause  before  yon  take  this 
fatal  st^p.  Remember  that  the  least  abandon- 
ment of  correct  principles  will  inevitably  lead  to 
destruction.  We  are  the  .constituted  guardians 
of  the  rights  of  our  fellow-citizens.  It  becomes 
us  to  respect,  nay,  it  is  demanded  of  us,  that  we 
should  preserve  them  inviolate  to  posterity.  It 
is  an  inheritance  which  they  do  not  derive  from 
us,  and  of  which  we  have  not  the  power  to  de- 
prive them.  If  you  pass  this  bill,  the  mischief 
will  not  end  here;  you  must  make  other  sacrifices; 
you  will  have  to  "deliver  up"  to  Great  Britain 
the  seamen  whom  you  have  naturalized.  The 
question  has  been  already  put  to  Mr.  Russell. 
Great  Britain  will  not  be  content  if  you  go  thus 
far.  She  has  further  claims  on  your  weakness. 
You  cannot  refuse  to  hereto  relinquish  the  rt^t 
to  naturalize  any  British  subject  hereafter.  Her 
claims  to  her  artisans  and  manufacturers  are  as 
strong  as  those  in  favor  of  her  seamen;  the  in- 
dustrious of  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Manchester, 
and  Leeds,  are  of  as  much  cohsequence  to  her 
prosperity.  Her  seamen  cannot  be  supported 
without  them.  It  is  her  pretended  power  which 
she  will  array  against  your  acknowledged  feeble- 
ness. You  can  only  maintain  yoUr  ground  by  a 
manly  resistance ;  there  is  no  other  mode  left  to 
save  the  Republic.  Is  it  your  intention  to  aban- 
don the  thousaads  who  are  now  imprened,  con- 


fined, and  who  groan  on  board  the  floating  dun- 
geons of  Great  Britain?  It  may  be  presumed 
that  fifteen  thousand  American  seamen  are  now 
on  board  her  ships  of-  war.  This  does  not  rest 
upon  speculation;  it  ie  founded  upon  the  facts 
communicated  by  Commodore  Rodgers.  If  you 
demand  these  citizens  in  the  feeble  tone  of  sup- 
plication, the  answer  will  be,  they  are  the  natu- 
ralized subjects  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  it  is 
her  practice  to  defend  and  protect  them  as  the 
law  directs.  If  you  shall  insist  on  retaining  the 
British  subjects  which  have  been  naturalized  ac- 
cording to  your  rule,  she  will  determine  to  de- 
tain those  who  became 'her  subiects  aceording  to 
the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Farliament.  You 
dare  not  abandon  these  citizens;  the  Constitution 
forbids  it.  If  you  will  persist  in  the  course  which 
this  bill  is  anout  to  establtah,  and  naturalize  a 
class  of  men  with  limited  rights,  you  will  fur- 
nish' the  catalogue  of  human  nature  with  a  senus 
of  nondescripts ;  civilized  society  will  be  infested 
with  a  race  of  semi-naturalized  men.  Perhaps 
you  may  be  disposed  to  offet  violence  to  nature; 
attempt  a  change  of  color  and  complexion,  and 
thus  uirnish  new  subjects  for  the  natural  histo- 
fian. 

Sir,  it  is  pretended  that  we  are  surronnded  by 
difficulties.  Were  it'so,  they  might  be  surmount- 
ed; but  this  bill  could  not  he  the  remedy  for 
them.  Let  me  beseech  you  not  toaconmnlate 
them  by  acts  of  weakness.  When  the  war  was 
about  to  be  declared  against  Great  Britain,  he 
was  prepared  to  look  for  a  powerful,  a  proud,  and 
a  haughty  foe,  though  one  whom  we  had  sub- 
dued in  the  embryo  state  of  our  country,  at  a 
time  when  her  strength  -seemed  to  enable  her  to 
contend  with  Hercules  himself.  Shall  we  firar 
to  venture  when  we  have  arrived  to  manhood, 
and  the  enemy  has  sunk  into  superannuation  ? 
The  Republic  is  safe.  It  matters  not  so  much 
what  pilots  direct  the  ship;  the  crew  is  sound 
and  able-bodied,  and  will  carry  her  to  a  port  of 
safetv*  The  loss  of  ?u»  commission  was  not 
worth  the  recollection.  By  making  these  re- 
peated advances  without  any  reasonable  prospect 
of  success,  we  do  nothing  but  injury  to  ourselves; 
we  have  a  lesson  before  us.  He  alluded  to  the 
declaration  of  Lord  Shelburne  to  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  in  1784,  concerning  the  peace  of  1783. 
His  Lordship  observed,  perhaps  loftily: — "Had 
your  Court  appeared  less^splicitous  to  terminate 
iht  war,  it  would  have  obtained  from  us  far 
greater  sacrifices."  We  ask  no  sacrifices  from 
Great  Britain;  we  only  demand  justice  from  her. 
Then  our  policy  is  plain;  our  wisest,  nay  our 
most  pacific  measure  would  be,  to  show  ourselves 
ready  for  the  emergency;  to  present -in  front  of 
Great  Britain  a  force  which  woold  make  her  feel 
her  danger. 

Mr.  Arober  said  he  felt  much  interest  for  the 
fate  of  the  bill  befure  the  Committee,  yet  he  re- 
f  retted  the  necessity  which  compelled  him  to  de- 
liver his  sentiments,  as  he  felt  a  delicacy  in  reply- 
ing to  the  observations  of  his  friends.  Such  how- 
ever had  been  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the 
objection  urged  by  his  oolleagne  from  Maryland. 
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that  be  lioped  the  Committee  would  tndulfe  him 
in  replying  to  thero^  and  he  trusted  that  his 
friend  irom  Mary  bad,  (Mr.  Wright)  whose  ex* 
perience  called  for  his  respect,  whose  patriotism 
demaDded  his  veueratioo,  aad  who  would  as  will- 
ingly draw  his  sword  to  aTeage  the  wrongs  of 
his  country,  as  he  would  be  to  denounce  before 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  any  measure 
which  might  be  considered  detrimental  to  their 
interests,  would  pardon  him  iii  devoting  many  of 
the  observations  which  he  should  make  to  the  ar- 
guments which  that  gentleman  had  urged  against 
the  bill. 

When  he  had  the  honor  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion of  addressing  the  House,  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  expressing  his  entire  willingness,  to  ex- 
clude by  law  from  the  merchant  service  of  the 
United  States  the  fieamen  of  Great  Britain.  This 
opinion  was  neither  expressed  hastily  nor  formed 
without  much  deliberation.  Nothing  had  fallen 
from  the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  Jiim,  which 
induced  htm.  In  the  smallest  degree,  to  change 
his  opinion.  Indeed  the  positions  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  {Mr..  Wjugbt)  and  the 
geotkiaan  fsom  Fennsylvania  (Mr.  Setbrbt) 
had  taken,  althong^i  supported  with  much  inge- 
nuity, were  ii^  themselves  so  extraordinary,  ihat 
they  appeared  to  him  to  be  in  no  way  susceptible 
of  prooi. 

The  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  alluded  h^d 
both  declared  the  tendeney  of  the  bill  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional. The  opinion  was  grounded  by  each 
upon  distinct  principles.  He  would  fi^st  endeavor 
to  show  that  this  objection  was  without  foundation . 
This  demanded  the  first  consideration ;  for  what- 
ever force  other  arguments  n^ight  have  against  the 
meaaure  now  unuer  consideration,  this  of  itself, 
if  it  ware  suatained,  would  be  aufficient  to  occa- 
sion the  rejeotion  of  the  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wmobt) 
declares  that  this  measure  is  a  usurpation  of  the 
powers  of  the  fixecfutive,  by  legislatively  inter- 
fering with  the  treatjF'iBakirtg  power.  That  this 
bill  is  to  form  the  basis  of  a  treaty)  that  it  is  made 
in  anticipation  of  one  which  is  to  contain  the 
same  principles,  appear,  to  be  facts  assumed  as 
the  grottBd*work  upon  which  was  built  the  whole 
superatructare  of  the  gen  tieman's  argument.  Bat 
what  is  the  real  state  of  the  case  ?  A  proposition 
has  been  made  by  tire  President  to  the  British 
Qoverament.  It  ts  alleged  that  this  proposition 
cannot,  be  received  becauae  Congress  have  a  right 
to  carrv  into  effect  a  treaty  founded  Upon  such 
principles  if  they  please ;  or  they  have  a  power 
to  reject  it  if  they  please.  Now  it  is  contended 
that  such  a  treaty  would  be  absolutely  obligatory 
and  that  Congress  could  not  reject  it ;  but  he 
would  contend  that  Congress  had  constitutionally 
the  power  to  reject  it,  and'  the  inference  would 
be  necessarily  deductble  that  this  bill  was  indis- 
pensable to  put  the  President  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  Executive  power  of  JSngland  in  any 
negotiation  hereafter  to  take  place,  embracing  the 
same  objects  which  it  contained.  He  was  sorry 
to  find  that  his  friend  had  abandoned  the  sound 
and  CoMtittttioaal  doctrine  for  which  the  House 


of  Repremotatives  bad  been  sticklers  at  a  ifery 
early  period  after  the  organization  ef  our  Gk>f  aru- 
ment.  It  would  be  remembered  that  when  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  called  upon  to 
carry  into  effect  the  British  Treaty,  by  tnakinipr  the 
necessary  appropriations,  they  required  of  the 
then  President  certain  information  which  mi^ht 
enable  them  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  making 
these  appropriations.  This  information  was  re- 
fused, principally  on  the  ground,  that  a  treaty, 
when  ratified  by  the  Senate,  was  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and  that  it  was  npt  discretionary 
with  that  body  whether  they  would  carrjr  it  into 
effect  or  not.,  The  House  ot  Representatives  as- 
serted what  they  considered  to  be  their  Constitu- 
tional right  upon  the  subject,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  following  rj^olutioa : 

*'  ttesohed.  That  it  being  declared  by  the  second 
section  of  the  second  artide  of  the  Constitution,  that 
the  President  shall  ha^e  power  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  make  treaties,  provided 
two*thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concar,  the  House 
of  Representatives  do  not  tlaim  any  agency  in  making 
treaties,  but  that  when  a  treaty  stipulates  regulations 
of  any  of  the  subjects  submitted  by  the  Constitution 
to  the  power  of  Congress,  it  most  depend  for  its  execu- 
tion of  such  stipulations  on  a  Uw'or  laws  tabe  passed 
by  Congress ;  and  it  is  ithe  Constitutional  right  and 
cittty  of  the  House  of  Repnsentatives  in  ail  sudi  cases 
to  deliberate  on  the  expediency  or  inexpedient  of 
carrying  such  treaty  into  e£bct»  and  to  determine  and 
act  thereon  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  the  meet  con- 
ducive to  the  public  wel&re. 

The  principles  laid  down  in  this  resolution  were 
of  the  nrst  knportance,  and  such  as  he  hoped  the 
House  would  ever  eonteud  for.  He  was  willing 
to  admit  that  a  treat y*  was  the  supreine  law  of  the 
land,  hilt  he  must  dissent  from  his  colleague  in 
the  opinion  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
were  in  all  cases  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect.  He 
contend^  that  the  expression  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, "  that  a  treaty  should  be  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,"  was  to  be  understood  in  a  limited 
sense,  in  order  to  give  operation  to  other  powers 
granted  in  that  instrument.  A  treaty  was  defined 
to  be  of  two  kinds :  the  first  containing  nothing 
more  than  obligations  of  the.  natural  law ;  the  sec- 
oad,  where  some  new  engagements  were  added  to 
the  obliffations  of  that  law.  A  treaty  of  the  first 
kind,  when  ratified,  was  the  supreme  law  of  the 
laud ;  but  a  treatj  of  the  latter  kind  might  con- 
tain principles  affecting  the  sovereignty  and  unity 
of  the  nation,  and  interfere  with  the  legislative 
powers  of  Congress.  In  all  such  cases,  it  required 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  Congress  to 
give  it  complete  effect.  This  he  would  endeavor 
to  illustrate  by  an  example  or  two,  which  would 
place  the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject  in  a 
clearer  light :  Suppose  a  treaty  should  contain  a 
stipulation  for  the  cessation  of  a  positive  wrong.on 
the  pan  of  the  United  States,  towards  another 
nation ;  this  would  be  a  mere  obligation  of  natu- 
ral law,  and,  not  interfering  with  the  powers  of 
Congress,'  would  therefore  be  definitive.  But, 
suppose  the  President  and  Senate  would  make  a 
treaty  wi^  a  ibreigu  nation,  in  which  it  wae  stip- 
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Qlaled  thtt  the  United  States  should  raite  and 
support  an  army,  build  a  nary,  and  declare  war 
against  a  certain  Power;  woifld  it  be  so  far  the 
supreme  law  o(  the  land,  as  that  the  President 
would  be  bound,  as  in  ordinary  cases,  to  execute 
the  law,  by  raising  the  army,  building  the  nary, 
and  proceeding  to  acts  of  hostility,  without  laws 
enacted  by  Congress  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
proTisions  of  such  a  treaty  ?  Or,  suppose  a  treaty 
were  formed,  regulating  all  the  complicated  ma- 
chinery of  commerce,  would  not  the  aid  of  Con- 
gress ble  indispensably  neceisaryf  under  the  Con- 
stitution, to  carry  into  operation  its  stipulations  1 
Would  not  Congress  be  bound,  in  all  these  cases, 
to  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  and  either  pass  the 
necessary  laws,  or,  by  refusing  to  do  this,  make 
such  treaty  void  ?  Unquestiouftbly  they  would ; 
else  the  grant  of  power  to  Cons^ress  in  these  spe- 
cified cases  was  nugatory.  If  a  contrary  con- 
struction were,  to  prevail,  the  Legislative  would 
be  completely  subservient  to  the  Executive  de- 

'  partment  of  the  Government.  It  would  be  giving 
to  the  regal  and  aristocratic  branches  of  our  Gov- 
ernment an  entire  control  over  the  democratic : 
Congress  could  not  exercise  its  volition ;  it  would 
be  compelled  to  register  the  edicts  of  the  Execu- 
tive, however  obnoxious,  or  however  injurious  to 
the  people  they  might  be.  This  was  a  most  dan- 
g;erous  doctrine,  and  might  strike  at  the  founda- 
tion  of  our  Government ;  /or  the  Executive  giight 
sever,  bv  treaty  with  a  foreign  nation,  one  of  the 
States  from  the  Union,  and  Congress  would  have 
no  power  to  interfere.  The  powers  of  each  de- 
partment of  the  Government  were  distinctly 
marked  out.  If  one  breach  should  step  beyond 
the  landmark)  violence  would  be  done  to  another  ; 
and,  at  any  rate,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  too  much 
like  concentrating  power  in  the  hands  of  one  or 
a  few,  with  whom,  the  fate  of  every  nation  would 
tell,  it  could  not  be  so  safely  trusted  as  in  those  of 
the  many.  The  popular  and  representative  body 
was  not  so  liable  to  encroach  on  the  Executive,  as 
was  the  Executive  on  the  Legislative  body.  The 
true  distinction  seemed  to  be,  that,  wherever  a 
treaty  was  made  which  contained  stipulations  ex- 

*  clusively  confided  to  the  power  of  Congress,  there 
a  law  was  reqaired  before  the  treaty  was  the 
supreme  law  of  tbe  land;  but,  where  its  regula- 
tions did  no  interfere  with  any  grant  of  power,  it 
was,  when  ratified,  the  supreme  law  of  the  coun- 
try. The  cases,  the  existence  of  which  he  had 
supposed,  wdre  analogous  to  the  one  now  under 
consideration.  This  bill  contemplated,  in  some 
degree,  tbe  qualification  of  the  rights  of  persons 
hereafter  to  be  naturalized.  The  power  to  natu- 
ralize was  exclusively  confided  to  Congress,  and, 
according  to  the  construction  which  he  had  given 
of  the  Constitution,  it  was  impossible  for  the  Pre- 
sident to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  in  a  stipula- 
tion to  which  alone  Congress  could  give  efficacy. 
And  of  this  opinion  the  Cabinet  seemed  clearly  to 
be ;  for  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  of  instructions 
to  Mr.  Rgssell,  says :  "A  stipulation  to  prohibit 
by  law  the  employment  of  British  seamen  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  is  to  be  understood 
in  the  sense  and  spirit  of  our  Constitution.    The 


passage  of  such  a  law  must  depend  oi  course  on 
the  Congress,  who,  it  might  reasonably  be  pre- 
sumed, would  give  effect  to  it."  If  this  reason- 
ing were  correct,  its  application  would  nnques- 
tionabl)^  be  the  same  to  the  law,  whether  passed 
now,  in  contemplation  of  a  treaty  to  happen  in 
future,  or  adopted  after  tbe  ratification  or  such  a 
treaty. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Sbtbbrt)  had  contended,  that  the  bill  was  un- 
constitutional upon  a  different  principle.  To  tbe 
Congress  (said  ne)  was  granted  the  power  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization ;  and  to 
limit  or  <}ualify  the  general  grant,  would  be  un- 
constitutional. This  idea  seemed  to  be  founded 
dpon.the  technical  meaning  of  the  word  natural- 
izetion.  The  word,  certainly,  in  that  point  of 
view,  meant  the  investment  or  an  alien,  by  fiction 
of  law,  with  all  the  rights  of  a  natiVe-bom  citizen. 
But  in  order  to  estimate  the  Constitutional  power 
of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  naturalization, 
it  would  be  necessarjr  to  recur  to  a  variety  of  con- 
siderations. He  believed  that  every  civilized  na- 
tion, previous  to  the  adoption  of  theConstitutioo, 
bad  itt-  a  greater  or  less  extent  naturalized  for- 
eigners. But  no  nation  had  found  it  to  be  their 
poliey,  or  their  interest,  tor  practise  in  their  laws 
upon  this  subject  upon  the  technical  meaoiog  of 
the  word  naturalization;  on  the  contrary,  they 
uniformly  naturalized  with  certain  qualifications ; 
they  either  did  not  make  the  protection  promised 
them  co-extensive  with  that  which  they  extended 
to  their  native  citizens,  or  they  affixed  ceruia 
limits  to  his  rights,  or  excluded  him  privileges 
which  were  enjoyed  by  other  citizens.  In  Eng- 
land, the  statutes  upon  this  subject  uniformly 
contained  limitations.  In  the  reign  of  Qeorge 
the  Second,  a  statute  declared,  that  no  act  of  Par- 
liament should  give  to  a  foreigner  the  right  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Parliament,  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, ot  to  enga^  in  foreign  commerce.  What 
was  the  practice  of  the  several  States  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ?  It  was  to  ex- 
clude from  the  exercise  of  certain  rights,  or  the 
enjoyment  of  ofiices,  those  whom  they  natural- 
ized. When  we  find,  then,  this  practice  pervad- 
ing everi^where.  even  in  the  States,  is  noc  tne  con- 
clusion inevitaole,  that  the  framers  of  our  Con- 
stitution did  not  intend  to  confine  Congress  to 
the  technical  meaning  of  the  word  naturalization 
in  the  exercise  of  ttiat  power,  the  more  especially 
when  tbe  comprehensive  word  rule  was  made 
use  oP?  The  principle  upon  which  the  power 
was  to  be  exercised  was  left  to  the  judicious  ex- 
ercise of  Congress ;  all  that  t^as  required  was, 
that  the  rule  should  be  uniform  throughout  the 
States.  In  the  grant  there  is  no  other  specifies- 
tion  as  to  the  exercise  of  it,  than  that  of  its  uni- 
formity. The  term  naturalization  was  borrowed 
from  England.  It  must  be  understood  here  in  the 
sense  and  meaning  which  was  there  attached  lo 
it.  Whether  it  was  abeobUe  or  qualifiedf  it  was 
still  a  naturalization.  But  the  grant  of  a  power 
in  general  terms  necessarily  implied  the  right  to 
exercise  that  power  in  all  its  gradations.  It  was 
in  the  political,  as  it  was  in  the  natural  world; 
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the  genas  included  th6  species.  Besides,  the 
power  to  naturalize  was  ao  attribote  of  sover- 
eigatT.  It  Was  either  absolute  or  qualified ;  and 
if  tbe  grant  to  Congress  only  implied  a  power  of 
anlimited  natnralizatioo,  the  power  toi^baliff  Ex- 
isted in  tbe  States  or  in  tbe  people ;  for  what  was 
not  specifically  granted  was  reserved.  Wbat 
would  then  be  the  result  ?  Congress  would  place 
tn  alien  in  tbe  same  condition  with  a  native ;  the 
States  would  have  the  power  to  qualify  the  grant ; 
rad  if  they  bad  the  power,  they  might  strip  him 
of  all  bis  privileges.  Here  then  would  tbe  pow- 
ers of  tbe  States  and  of  the  General  Govern  men  t, 
in  their  exercise^  in  all  cases,  be  incompatible  t^ith 
each  other.  This  could  not  have  been  intended  by 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution.  Congress  bad  the 
power  \o  prevent  the  emigration  or  importation 
of  foreigners  of  any  description.  They  could  ex- 
elude  a  French  man  and  admit  an  h'isbman.  From 
this  power  the  inference  was  deduciblej  that  they 
eonld  naturalize  tbe  citizens  of  one  nation,  and  not 
those  of  another ;  still  the  rule  miffht  be  uniform ; 
and  the  power  to  exclude  naturally  implied  thf 
power  to  assign  the  terms  of  admission.  But  the 
only  exception,  said  the  gentleman,  is  expressed 
in  the  Constitution — if  other  exceptions  bad  been 
contemplated,  they  would  have  been  expressed. 
But  what  was  tbe  fact?  In  treating  of  tb«  Ex- 
ecutive power,  the  Constitution  defines  the  qual- 
ification of  the  President.  It  declares  that  he 
should  be  a  natural-born  citizen,  or  a  eitizien  at 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  This  article 
is  unquestionably  no  limitation  of  the  power  of 
Congress  upon  tbe  subject' of  naturalization.  It 
was  impossible  to  abridge  a  specific  grant  of 
power  without  specific  limitation  $  and  tbe  article 
alluded  to  could  :not  be  tortured  by  the  most  in- 
genious mind  to  diminish  even  by  implication 
the  anthoritv  of  Congress  upon  a  subject  to  Which 
it  was  totally  irrelevant. 

But,  apart  frotn  all  these  considerations,  we  bad 
a  right  to  pass  this  bill  under  the  general  clause-^ 
"Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce." To  thia  power  was  necessarily  inciden- 
tal the  power  to  regulate  seamen.  This  power 
we  could  exercise  by  the  adoption  of  means  the 
most  necessary  and  direct  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion ;  and  he  would  challenge  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  prove  that  tbe  bill  now  before 
the  House  was  not  a  necessary  mean,  and  that 
this  was  not  the  proper  time  to  adopt  that  mean. 

So  manv  charges  (he  would  not  call  them  ar- 
guments, ror  they  had  not  been  supported  bv  any 
reasoning)  bad  been  made  against  tbe  bill,  tbat 
he  would,  perhaps,  be  unnecessarily  consuming 
the  time  of  the  House  in  reply in|f  to  them.  It 
was  asserted,  that  this  bill  was  a  violation  of  the 
jaw  of  nations.  A  bill  for  the  regulation  of  Amer- 
ican seameuv  on  board  tbe  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  a  violation  of  tbe  law  of  nations  I  Tbat 
the  exercise  of  a  sovereign  and  delegated  right, 
io  no  wise  affecting  foreign  nations,  was  a  viola- 
tion of  national  law,  was,  he  confessed*  a  niovel 
doctrine:  with  the  same  propriety  migbi  it  be 
said  tbat  the  Orders  of  Conneil  were  grounded 
o&  national  law,  or  tbat  the  impreaameot  of  sea* 


men,  as  exercised  bv  Gh'eat  Britain,  was  a  rigbt 
vested  in  her  by  tne  law  6f  nations.  If  these 
propositions  were  all  correct,  the  law  of  nations 
would  mean  anything  or  nothing,  and  might  be 
resorted  to  with  equal  facility  upon  all  occasions. 
^  Equally  strange  is  the  objection  to  this  bill  that 
it  is  a  surrender  of  sovereignty,  by  placing  our 
destinies  in  the  bands  of  Bnglaod.  It  is  really 
surprising  that  a  bill,  which  proposes  to  prohibit 
in  tbe  service  of  the  United  States  the  employ- 
ment of  Brftish  seamen,  or  of  persons  who  shall 
migrate  to  this  country  after  a  pacification^ 
should  have  drawn  down  such  heavy  denuncia- 
tions. The  passage  of  a  municipal  law.  dictated 
by  policy,  flowing  from  a  Constitutional  and  del- 
egated power,  abridging  the  rights  of  no  man 
who  now  treads  on  the  American  soil,  and  solely 
assigning  the  limits  to  that  protection  which  will 
be  afforded  those  who,  flying  from  the  tyranny 
and  persecation^of  the  Goverhments  of  Earofje, 
may  seek  an  asylum  here,  is  declared  to  contain 
a  prinoipte  which  submits  the  American  people 
to  tbe  control  of  Ghreat  Britain !  This  objection 
is  presumed  to  arise  from  a^^section  of  the  bill 
which  declares  that  it  shall  not  become  a  law  un- 
til the  practice  of  impressment  shall  be  abandoned, 
nor  until  reciprocal  regulations  shall  be  adopted 
by  Great  Britain.  Is  it  the  contingency  of  the 
reciprocity  of  the  act  and  tbe  cessation  of  wrong 
which  is  objectionable?  The  most  fastidious 
mind  could  not  object  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  reouires  reciprocal  regulations:  and  he 
must  confess  be  did  not  see  any  utility  which 
would  flow  from  that  principle  in  the  bill  which 
madeits  existencie  dependent  upon  the  relinquish- 
ment of  impressment:  but  still  a  precedent  might 
be  found' for  it,  and  one  which,  he  had  no  doubt, 
would  have  considerable  weight  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wright).  He  alluded 
to  the  non-importation  law,  to  which,  he  believed^ 
that  gentleman  had  not  only  originally  given  his 
sanction,  but  to  which  he  was  still  attached. 
Tbat  law  was  wholly  cot^dltional.  It  was  de- 
pendent for  its  operation  not  only  upon  the  act  Of 
one  but  of  two  Governments.  If  ureat  Britain 
repealed  ber  Orders  in  Council  It  was  to  go  into 
operation  against  France.  If  France  repealed  her 
decrees  while  Great  Britam  should  adhere  to  her ' 
Orders  JO'Council,  it  was  to  operate  against  Eng- 
land. The  present  bill  is  analogous.  We  say  to 
England,  cease  to  impress  seamen  from  American 
vessels  and  we  will  exclude  your  citizens  from 
our  commercial  service:  thus  we  obtain  from 
England,  on  the  supposition  that  this  law  should 
ever  be  executed,  the  relinquishment  of  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment,  a  practice  which,  for  twenty 
years,  she  has  tenaciously  adhered  to.  And  this 
is  effected  without,  on  our  part,  the  sacrifice  of  a 
single  right,  or  the  relinquishment  of  any  preten- 
sion or  claim  which  we  ever  set  up. 

But  it  is  declared  tbat  the  present  bill  placea 
our  citizens  under  tbe  protection  of  the  Kin^  of 
Great  Britain,  and  subjects  them  to  tbe  British 
judiciary.  Your  citizens^  said  the  gentleman, 
will  be  tried  by  an  English  jury.  Where  was 
this  provision  to  be  found  ?    He  would  advise  the 
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geatleroan  to  perow  the  bill  again.  It  will  be 
found  that  all  persons  who  shall  violate  the  prori- 
sions  of  this  law  are  to  be  tried  by  our  own  courts, 
and  that  the  penalty  goes  to  the  informer  and  the 
United  States.  The  gentleman  has  fancied  the 
existence  of  the  most  obnoxious  provisions  in  this . 
bill}  and  has  declaimed  against  the  degradation 
which  '^ouid  be  the  consequence,  with  the  same 
enthusiasm  as  if  such  principles  had  been  admit- 
ted into  it.  He  has  not,  I  fear,  examined  the  bill 
with  his  usual  accuracy.  Although  intended  for 
the  protection  of  impressed  seamen,  the  gentleman 
declares,  the  word  impressment  is  no  where  to  oe 
found  in  the  bill !  Let  me  refer  him  to  the  eighth, 
section.  It  has  been  said^ ,  with  much  apparent 
soundness,  that  this  measure  is  trifling  with  the 
dignity  of  the  nation,  by  telling  our  citizens  that 
we  will  not  protect  them ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
would  say  that  it  was  a  declaration  that  we  would 

{protect  all  to  whom  protection  was  due.  That 
or  such — and  such  alone,  we  would  continue  the 
contest.  This  law  will  abridge  she  right  of  no. 
man  in  the  community.  It  is  calculated  to  fur- 
nish additional  security  to  all  those  to  whom  the 
faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged.  If  it  shall  be  effective 
it  will  conclusively  establish  the  princinle  that  the 
American  flag  will  protect  all  who  shall  sail  Under 
it.  Ix  had  been  urged  against  this  bill  that  it  would 
be  the  certain  precursor  and  cause  of  disaater  and 
defeat  during  the  next  campaign.  This  was  an 
arbitrary  supposition.  A  nation,  while  it  should 
look  to  peace  as  the  object  of  a  war,  would  be 
d^titute  of  common  sense  if  it  should  lay  down 
its  arms  knd  tro^t  to  the  mildness  and  mercy  of 
its  enemy.  To  suppose  that  the  Executive  would 
slacken  its  operations  ia  consequence  of  this  law, 
would  be  supposing  that  he  would  violate  the 
confidence  of  the  nation  in  neglecting  to  be  the 
faithful  executor  of  its  law :  the  best  way  to  pro* 
cure  pea^e  is  to  show  ourselves  prepared  to.  meei 
events;  and  the  President  was  too  much  of  a 
fltatesman  not  to  know  that  peace,  ia  all  human 
probability,  could  alone  be  obtained  by  the  prow- 
ess of  our  arms.  The  conduct  of  Gonp^resv  in  the 
enactment  of  laws  for  raising  an  additional army^ 
in  augmenting  the  nav^r,  and  in  voting  the  neces- 
sary supplies,  was  in  coincidence  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Executive,  and  was  evincive  of  a  determi- 
nation in  every  branch  of  the  Qoverament  to 
prosecute  the  .operations  of  the  war  .with  the 
greatest  effect.  This  measure  was  an  abandon- 
ment of  no  ground  which  had  been  taken,  it  was 
not  the  extension  of  the  olive  branch  to  Great 
Britain,  it  was  a*  measure  of  sheer  and  necessary 
justice.  The  proud  and  domii^eering  spirit  of 
her  Ministry  WQuld  induce  a  belief  that,  until  it 
,  was  subdued  and  broken^  she  would  not  terminate 
.  hostilities  without  sacrifices  on  our  part;  we  must 
continue  our  exertions  until  this  flood  has  sub- 
sided, and  the  stream  of  popular  opinion  in  Eng* 
land  has  sunk  within  its  natural  and  accustomed 
channel.  Then,  and  then  alone,  could  justice  be 
done.  But,  as  the  causes  whicn  had  produced  it 
were  temporary,  when  its  effects  had  ceased  this 
measure  would  prepare  us  to  accept  justice  at  the 
hands  of  ^nr  enemy. 


It  has  been  asserted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvaaia  that  this  measure  is  inexpedient  as 
to  time.  In  this  opinion  he  could  not  concur. 
It  will  be  recollected  by  those  who  have  read 
the  correspondence  between  Lord  Castlereagh 
and  Mr.  Russell,  communicated  by  the  President 
to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  preaenc 
session,  that  Mr.  Russell  had  expresslv  staled  to 
Lord  Castlereagh,  ';that  the  power  of  the  Govem- 
^Vnent  of  the  United  Slates  to  prohibit  the  em- 
<  ploymeat  of  British  seamen  must  be  exercised 
^  m  the  sense  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  But 
'  that  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  it 
'  would  be  so  exercised  effectually,* and  with  good 
'  faith."  This,  too,  was  done  under  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  Secretary  of  State.  What, 
thep,  do  we  find  to  be  the  pretext>of  his  Lordship 
for  a  refusal'  to  accede  to  the  propositions  made 
by  Mr., Russell?  First,  that  he  was  not  author- 
ized to  propose  any  specific  p^n  with  reference 
to  which  the  suapension  of^imjiressment  could 
be  made  the  suluect  of  deliberation,  thai  he  bad 
no  instructions  lor  the  guidance  or  his  conduct 
upon  some  of  the  leading  principles  which  such 
a  discussion  mdst  invblve;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  practice  of  impressment  could  not  be  sus- 
pended on  the  mere  assurance  that  Congress 
^ould  afterwards  pass  a  law  to  prohibit  the  em- 
plo^rment  of  British  seamen  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  Great  Britain  wcrald 
have  no  agency  in  the  regulations  to^ive  efEecc 
to  the  iNTohibition..  And  it  seems  to  have  beea 
made  a  terious  objection  by  that  .Minister,  in  the 
interview  which  took  place  between  himself  and 
Mr.  Russell,  on  the  16th  September,  that  Mr. 
Russell  could  not  pledge  his  Grovernmeni  that 
the  stipulations  he  proposed  entering  into  would 
ever  be  sanctioned  by  the  American  GK>Tera- 
ment;  that  ihey  stood  upon  unequal  g[round,as 
he,  from  his  situation,  would  necessarily  plight 
,the  faith  of  the  British  nation.  While  that  Mio- 
ister  was  at  the  head  of  the  Foreign  Department. 
while  the  objections  weif  fresh  in  his  r«cgllee- 
tiop,  it  seemed  an  extremely,  expedient  lime  for 
Congress  to  step  in  and  do  away  these-objectiois 
to  an  arrangement  of  differences;  to  civeat  once 
a  positive  assurance  that  a  pacific  j^an  for  the 
exclusion  of  British  seamen  had  met  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  and  to  show  that  nothing  was 
wanting  to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  law  bat 
the  cessation  of  injustice  on.  the  part  of  Great 
Britain.  To  convince  her  that, -although  she 
would  take  no  share  in  the  regulations  for  the 
prohibition,  yet  that  those  regulations  were  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  secure  to  her  the  objects 
which  she  pretends  to  have  in  view.  He  eoa- 
tended  that  our  Charg6  d^s  Affaires  and  Lord 
Castlereagh  didstand.upon  unequal  ground  when 
the  subjects  under  dis^usAion  were  brought  into 
consideration.  It  ^as  impossible,  from  the  na- 
ture of  our  Constitution,  for  Mr.  Ruaeell  to  have 
given  any  positive  pledge  that  the  stipnlatioas 
which  he  might  enter  into  would  be  carried  into 
effect,  while  he  was  as  free  to  admit  that  the 
,  British  Grovernment  would  have  been  absolntdy 
.  bound  to  have  adhered  to  such  a  treaty  as  Lord 
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Cftfllere^gfa  migpht  hare  ti^reedto  wuk  Mn  Rv9- 
sell.    The  gentleman  from  PeoasfWania  (Mr. 
Sstbbrt)  was  totally  mistaken  when  he  sapposed 
that  the  agency  of  Parliament  ma  indispensable 
io  the  formation  and  ratification  of  a  treaty.  At 
this  time,  said  he,  the  inexpediency  of  the  present 
measure  mast  be  apparent,  becaase,  before  the 
intelligence  of  its  adoption  by  Congress  could 
reach  Great  Britain,  the  Parliament  would  hare 
adjourned,  and  it  could  scarcely  be  supposed  that 
the  Prince  Regent  would  assemble  them  barely 
for  the  purpose  of  .submitting  to  their  considera- 
tion a  treatj  which  might  be  formed,  or  the  law 
which  might  pass  this  body.    Sir,  the  authority 
of  the  King  ot  England  is  unlimited  in  declaring 
war,  in  accepting  overtures  and  terms  of  peace, 
aod  in  forminr  all  sorts  of  treaties  with  foreign 
Powers.     With  respect  to  treaties,  the  Kins's 
power  wfts  undefined  by  law.    If  a  trtety  shonld 
be  disa|>|>roTed  by  Parliament,  they  would  call 
the  ad  risers  of  its  adoption  to  account,  but  still 
the  traaty  would  be  ralid.    It  was  perfectly  com- 
petent for  the  British  Minister  to  stipulate. tli at 
American  seamen  should  be  excluded  from  the 
serTiee  of  Great  Britain,  aad  the  nature  of  the 
stipulation  was  such  as  not  to  infringe  upon  the 
laws  of  England,  as  the  gentleman  had  sapposed. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  it  eould  not  be  carried 
into  operation  without  repealing  the  British  nat- 
uralization laws  in  respect  to  seamen.    Hence 
the  neceasity  he  had  supposed  of  the  sanction  of 
Parliament.    Bttt  the  exclusion,  br  treaty,  of 
American  seamen  could,  by  no  pNossibility,  inter- 
fere with  the  law  of  naturalization  to  wUeh  he 
had  alluded.    Thus,  it' appears  to  be  necessary 
for  Congress  to  interpose,  to  place  the  President 
in  relation  to  the  present  subject  upon  a  footing 
with  the  treaty-making  power  of  Enffland.    In 
point  of  time  it  could  nerer  be  inexpedient  to  do 
this.    Nor  wis  it  necessary  to  inquire  whether 
toy  disposition  existed  in  the  British  Oabinet 
to  terminate  hostilities  unon  equitahle  ■  g? ounds. 
Lord  Castlereagb,  it  would  be  found  by  a  refer- 
ence to  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  August,  had  said 
that  the  British  Gk>TeTnment  now,  as  hcMtofore, 
it  read^  to  receiTe,  and  amicably  to  dncuss,  any 
proposition  which  professes  to  bare  in  view  either 
to  check  abase  in  the  exercise  of  the  practice  of 
impressment,  or  to  accomplish,  b^  means  leas  lia* 
ble  to  vexation,  the  object  for  which  impressment 
hu  hitherto  been  found  necessary,  bat  tKey  can- 
not consent  to  suspend  the-  exercise  of  a  ri|[ht 
upon  which  the  naval  strength  of  the  empire 
mainly  depends,  until  tbev  are  fully  convinced 
that  means  can  be  devised,  and  will  be  adopted, 
by  which  the  object  to  be  obtained  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  right  can  be  effectually  secured. 
Thus  it  appeared  that  they  would  not  suspend, 
the  practice  of  impressment  until   the  proper 
means  for  effectually  securing  their  seamen  were 
devised  and  adopted.    This,  he  fully  believed, 
was  a  mere  pretext  to  avoid  the  arranffeBelit, 
whatever'  plausibility  it  might  by  some  be  sop- 
posed  to  possess.  But  \t  was  not  the  less,  by  this 
circumstance,  incumbent  upon  us  to  take  from 
this  insolent   Minisier  the  only  ground  open 


which  he  rested  the  vindication  of  his  condoet* 
It  was  peculiarly  expedient  to  unmask  this  man 
to  his  own  countrymen  and  to  the  world,  and,  by 
devising  and  adopting  a  measure  calculated  to 
secure  to  England  her  own  seamen,  show  to  the 
world  the  prtneiple  for  which  she  was  contend- 
ing. If  her  obiect  be  man-stealing,  as  the  ffen- 
tleman  has  said,  this  measure  will  not  be  calcu- 
lated to  make  her  desist  from  her  iniquitous  prac- 
tices, but  it  will  make  her  aware  that  the  object 
of  impressment  is  not  to  search  for  British  sea- 
men, out  to  supply  her  ships  witk  Ametican  sai- 
lors. From  this  avowal  the  necessary  result 
will  be,  that  the  people  of  England  will  withdraw 
their  support  from  Castlisreagh  and  his  coadju- 
tors ;  and  an  union  of  honest  American  hearts  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  present  war  will  be  effec- 
tuated. This  measure  will  weaken  the  Admin- 
istration of  the  British  €k>vemroent,  while  it 
will  strengthen  the  energies  of  oUr  own.  But  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  honesty  pervades  her  councils, 
much  will  be  gained  by  coming  to  a  clear  under^ 
sUffdIng.  The  causes  of  the  present  war,  from 
a  succession  of  events,  are  narrowed  down  to  the 
single  one  of  impressment.  This  was  to  us  a 
vital  injury,  and  should  be  resisted  to  the  last, 
and,  in  the  situation  in  which  we  stand,  the  first 
session  of  Congress  after  the  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Cooaeil.  it  seemed  at  this  verv  period,  to  him^ 
peculiarly  expedient  to  say  to  Blngland :  We  do 
not  wish  to  deprive  you  or  your  seamen ;  but  we 
will  protect  to  the  last  extremity  the  rights  of 
our  own.  It  seemed  to  hiin  peculiarly  expedient 
to  take  a  position  which  should  be  tenable  and 
defiaitiTC;  one  which  the  nation  would  pledge 
itself  to  mainuin  at  every  cost  and  at  every  haz- 
ard. The  pqesent  measara  phiced  the  American 
nation  in  tnat  position.  It  placed  us  on  a  high 
ground,  from  whence  we  could  not  fall.  Upon 
another  principle,  it  must  be  admitted,  that*  the 
bill  before  you  is  expedient.  Something  wa^diie 
to  conciliation,  the  conciliation  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, not  of  a  foreign  Power.  We  find  mafty  of 
the  people  M  astray  and  deluded,  by  the  ambi- 
tioos  and  daring,  who  have  their  existence  in 
misrepreseotatioB.  The  daily  bread  of  maajr  to 
individual  is^procured  in  circulating  fahw  vtewa 
of  the  objects  of  the  Ameriten  Governmeatrand. 
in  soonding  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  oar 
declared  enemy.  It  has  been  circttlated  with 
moeh  indostry,  that  the  Uoiied  States  are  Jww 
prosecutiug  awar  with  Ghreat  Britain  for  the  pro- 
tection of  British  seamen.  Not  only  has  this 
beUcf  been  endeavored  to  be  inculcated  by  the 
news-hawkers  of  the  day,  but  we  find  it  soanded 
by  men  whose  iituatioos  eolitle  them  to  a  portion 
of  popular  respeet.  He  alluded  to  a  messrae 
lately  delivered  to  the  Geaeral  Assembly  ofa 
powerful  and  distinguished  State.  He  weald  ask 
leave  to  read  to  the  Committee  an  extract  from 
the  speeeb  of  Oovemor  Strong  of  Massachusetts 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State  at  its  presp 
eot  session.  He  says,  speaking  of  our  national 
affairs,  that  '<as  the  principal  alleged  cause  of  hos- 
tility against  England  has  been  removed  by  the 
repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  and  a 
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desire  Iibb  been  e?inced  to  keep  the  way  Ofeit  to 
a  reeoDeiliation.''  be  can  bardly  suppote  that  the 
war  wiU  be  contianed  to  protect,  io  our  merchant 
Tessels,  the  seamen  of  Great  Britain  against  t|ie 
claims  of  that  GdTernment.  This  belief,  if  such 
a  belief  existed  in  the  heart  of  any  man  who 
giTes  himself  the  trouble  to  deliberate  for  him^ 
self,  it  was  necessary  for  this  body,  by  some  act, 
to  put  down ;  to  prove  to  be  fallacious  and  On- 
founded.  To  produce  so  desirable  an  effect,  the 
present  bill  was  well  calculated.  Gentlemen 
should  reflect  well  on  the  iaevitable  consequences 
of  rejecting  this  bill.  The  popular  delusions  will 
be  confirmed.  What  is  now  suspicioa  will  in- 
stantly grow  up  into  belief;  this  belief  will  gain 
ground  as  time  progresses.  Our  enemy  will  pride 
themselres  in  their  foresight.  They  were  appre* 
hensiTe  that  the  Congress  would  not  lend  their 
aid  to  exclude  British  seamen  from  the  American 
servioe/ and  their  apprehensions  we  eoofirm  by 
our  own  acti  We  shall  furnish  a  weapon  to  our 
political  opponents,  which  their  dexterity  will 
not  fail  to  use  successfully  to  displace  (he  present 
Administration  of  our  national  afiairs,  and  put 
down  the'  present  war  waged  for  the  redress  of  a 
great  national  wroo|[  and  the  obtarnment  of  im- 
portant and  ntal  national  interests^  The  gentle* 
man  from  PennsyWania,and  the  ffent(eman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Sbtbcrt  and  Mr.  Wrioht,) 
should  ••remember,  before  thev  lend  their  aid  to 
the  rejection  of  the  present  bill)  that,  by  negativ-. 
ing  it,  we  should  stamp  with  reprobation  every 
.step  which  had  been  taken  by  the  present  Admin- 
istration, and,  that  which  had  preceded  it,  to  effect 
an  arrangement  with  Great  Britain  upon  the  sub^ 
ject  of  impressment.  Nearly  the  same  proposal 
had  been  made  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  the  year  1805, 
and  precisely  the  same. terms  had  been  offered  by 
Mr.  Madison  since  the  deelaration  of  war.  The 
proposition,  at  least,  was  made  by  Mr.  Russell, 
and  was  declared  by  him  to  be  within  the  spirit 
of  his  instructions.  We  should  be  careful  lest 
we  mark  with  denunciation  the  propositions  of 
the  present  President,  which  had  met  with  the 
ai»probation  of  every  American  heart  that  beat 
with  an  anxiety  for  the  blessings  of  peace,  but 
feared  not  to  encounter  the  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties of  war  to  vindicate  wrong^s^  and  effect  their 
redress.  Notwithstanding  this  measure  differs 
in  no  one  particular  from  that  which  has  been 
ofihrad,  but  is  the  proposition  itself  expanded  into 
substance, shape, and  form;  notwithsuinding  it  is 
dictated  in  the  very  spirit  oi  that  policy  which 
should  be  the  guide  of  our  councils;  notwith- 
standing it  is  no  abandonment  of  the  actual  or 
possible  rights  of  a  single  individual  in  the  com- 
munity ;  aotwithstandine  it  is  calculated  to  pro- 
duce union  among  oursdves  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  present  war,  or  to  put  a  termination  to  it 
by* procuring  for  ourselves  every  object  of  the 
contest,  gentlemen  have  denounced  it  as  submis- 
sion.. To  the  charge  of  submission,  he  would 
plead  not  guilty,  and  for  trial  would  put  himself 
upon  the  country. 

Mr.  Wright  replied,  also  at  some  length,  to 
the  observations  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Arobbr. 


Mr.  WiBOBBT  ipoke  against  the  motion  to  strike 
but  the  first  section.  He  had  some  objection  to 
the  detail*  of  the  bill,  but  thought  it  might  be  so 
amended  as  to  make  it  acceptable. 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  for  about  an  hour  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  objections  made 
to  it. 

Mr,  Pbarson. — I  am  opposed,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  striking  out  the  first  section  of  this  bill.  1 
trust  the  decision  of  the  Committee  will  be  in 
opposition  to  the  motion  now  under  considera- 
tion— nor,  sir,  because  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  but  be- 
cause the  leading  principle,  if  I  understand  it,  is 
correct  and  important,  and  the  details  are  sus- 
ceptible of  sucfa^  modifications,  as  to  give  us  some 
reasonable  assurance  of  kvaiKng  ourselves  of  the 
benefit  of  the  principle.  Indeed,  so  ardent  is  my 
desire  for  peace — so  fatal  do.  I  consider  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  war  to  the  best  interests  if 
not  the  absolute  safety  of  the  country,  that  I 
should  deem  it  a  positive  crime  nojt  to  advocate 
any  measures  which  had  a  tendency,  however 
slight,  to  that  object,  not  inconsistent  with  the 
nation's  rights*  With  this  view,  I  may  be  in- 
duced nltimately  to  vote  for  this  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent imperfect  and  questionable  shape,  should 
the  House  even  refuse  to  adopt  those  modifica- 
tions which  are  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the 
professed  principle  of  the  bill,  and  which  are  in 
ray  judgment  indispensable  to  reconcile  the  man- 
ifest inconsistency^  between  its  several  sections. 

In  declaring  the  inclination  of  my  mind  to  vote 
for  this  bill,  in  the  crude  form  in  which  it  is  pre- 
sented. I  beg  to  be  understood  as  going:  upon  a 
sort  or  forlorn  hope,  for  the  issue  of  which  I  am 
not  responsi ble.  The  incorrect  conci usion  which 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grundt) 
has  drawn  from  the  remarks  which  I- had  the 
honor  of  submitting  some  weeks  ago,  on  the  bill 
for  raising  twenty  thousand  additional  troops, 
renders  it  necessary  for  me  to*  state  the  substance 
of  the  project  I  proposed,  and  the  extent  of  the 
pledce.  as  the  gentleman  terms  it,  which  I  gave. 
I  did  state,  sir,  as  my  impression,  that  this  war 
conld  be  terminated  with  honor  and  advantage 
to  the  nation  without  a  farther  appeal  to  force. 
This  opinion  was  aided  by  the  fact  of  an  armnge- 
mention  the  question  now  in  dispute,  having 
been  entered  into  by  our  Commissioners,  Messrs. 
^Monroe  Ad  Pinkney,  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, in  the  year  isiolfi,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
those  gentlemen,  in  my  opinion,  and  I  believe  the 
opinion  of  a  brge  portion  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, w&s  both  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the 
United  States ;  and  as  we  have  no  evidence  of 
different  principles  or  claims  being  now  advanced 
bv  the  British  Ckivernment,  it  was  fair  to  con- 
clude that  an  arrangement  at  least  equally  advan- 
tageous could  still  be  obtained.  On  this  basis  i 
bottomed  my  project  of  passing  a  law  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  British  seamen  from  our  maritime 
service,  and  following  up  the  law,  using  it  as  an 
instrument,  by  fair,  candid,  and  liberal  negotia- 
tion. On  this  basis  I  ventured  the  assertion,  or 
pledge,  if  the  gentleman  pleases,  *<  that  if  Great 


989 


mSTOBT  OF  C0NaiUB88. 


990 


Fbbroary,  1813. 


BegidaHon  of  Seammi. 


H.  or  R. 


'  Britain  will  not  be  satisfied  to4irrange  this  sttl>- 
^  ject  fairly,  so  as  to  exempt  us  from  tbe  abuse 

*  of  the  practice  of  impressing  from  our.  vessels, 

*  wiien  such  security  as  is  in  our  power  to  give, 
^  and  such  as  she  ought  to  ask  is  ffiven  her,  that 

*  her  seafaring  subjects  shall  not  be  employed  in 
'  our  public  or  merchant  vessels ;  then  we  shall 
'  hare  a  cause  of  war,  (and  be  united  in  it)  more 
^  worthv  of  the  energy  of  this  nation."  This  is 
the  pledee  I  gave;  I  now  repeat  it,  and  only: wish 
the  ffentleman  had  the  inclination  and  the  power  of 
biodiqg  myself  and  the  nation  for  its  redemption. 
The  gentleman  did  ask  me  what  I  considered  an 
esjeotial  right  for  which  i  would  contend—my 
reply  was,  that  the  protection  of  natiYe  American 
citizens  was  such  a  right.  1  will  go  further,  by 
extending  this  right  to  naturalized  citizens  whilst 
they  lemain  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  in  all 
eases  where  protection  can  be  giYcn  to  them  not 
ioconsistent  with  the  claims  of  their  native  sov* 
ereign.  But  how  the  gentleman  has  brouglit 
himself  to  the  belief,  that  the  mere  passage  <of 
this  bill  is  to  work  the  effect  of  placing  the  conr 
teat  in  which  we  are  engaged  on  the  issues  I  have 
stated,  is  to  me  perfectly  inconceivable.  If  he 
wishes  to  avail  himself  of  my  admissions,  let  him 
adopt  my  entire  propositions;  go  the  whole  length 
required,  and  his  claims  will  be  better  founded. 
This,  howeYcr,  the  gentleman  tind  his  friends  are 
not  willing  to  do..  They  tell  u^  at  the  threshold, 
and  I  regretted  to  hear  it,  that  this  bill  is  not  in- 
teoded  as  a  stet>ping-stooe  to  negotiation.  If  this 
in  the  case,  then  indeed,  sir,  my  hopes  are  much 
disappointed,  and  the  goodly  prospects  which  the 
first  introduction  of  this  bill  inspired,  must  van- 
ish— for,  if  it  is  not  intended  as  an  instrument  for 
negotiation,  it  is  perfectly  useless,  and  must  re- 
main a  dead  letter  on  your  statute  book.  I  ^ree 
perfectly  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
ID  the  view  he  has  taken  of  the  advantages  likely 
to  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill  under  consideration ;  considenng  it  solely 
as  a  general  and  permanent  regulation,  totally 
disconnected  with  the  present  involved  state  of 
the  country.  But  those  advantages  can  only  be 
applicable  to  and  result  from  a  state  of  peace ;  it 
is  therefore  idle  to  be  legislating  for  futurity — 
for  a  state  of  society  which  dues  not  exist-^un- 
less,  indeed,  our  acts  tend  to  hasten  the  period 
when  and  when  alone  they  can  be  effectual.  In 
whatever  li^ht  other  gentlemen  may  consider  the 
object  of  this  bill,  aoS  the  o|iject  of  introducing 
it  at  this  time,  I  cannot  but  consider  it  either  as 
a  measure  of  pacification,  ores  a  mere  exhibition 
of  pacific  professions  calculated  to  strengthen 
the  declining  popularity  of  the  war  and  its  au- 
thors. The  gentleman  ftom  'Tennessee  has  en- 
tered his  protest  against  holding  out  false  colors, 
in  recommending  the  adoption  of  this  bill — I 
will  not;  it  would  ill  'become  me  to  question 
the  sincerity  of  the  gentleman,  the  more  so  as  he 
has  expressed  his  willingness  to  admit  of  various 
modifications  to  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  intention,  nor  is  it 
the  proper  time,  to  pass  in  review  the  several 
<^tions  of  thia  bill  and  point  ont  their  ioeoaaikt- 


eney  and  defects.  I  will,  however,  reaaark  gen- 
erally, that  the  regulations  and  penalties  are  in- 
sufficient to  secure  its  faithful  execution.  The 
first  and  second  sections  are  at  variance  with  each 
other,  and  the  eighth  section  calculated  to  produce 
difficultiesi— totally  unessential  to  ourselves  and 
not  free  from  Constitutional  objection i>.  I  there- 
fore admonish  gentlemen,  if  they  wish  to  avoid 
the  imputation  of  deception,  on  the  very  face  of 
their  proceedings,  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  re- 
concile the  first  add  second,  sections.  As  those 
sections  at  present  stand,  the  first  ercludes  from 
our  maritime  service  all  foreigners  who  shall  not 
have  been  naturalized,  or. have  commenced  a 
coarse  of  naturalization  at  the  time  of  this  law- 
going  into  efiect,  and  shall  have  remained  within 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  for 
the  space  of  five  years.  Agreeably  to  my  constmO^ 
tion  of  the  second  section,  (and  I  doubt  not  it  i$ 
the  correct  construction,)  not  only  the  two  de» 
scriptions  of  foreigners  before  stated,  bnt  all  those 
who  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  naturaL'zed 
are  allowed  the  same  privilege.  The  seetiona 
are  therefore  at  war  with  each  other,  and  it  is  for 
gentlemen  to  determine  which  they  will  adopt 
and  which  reject..  I  contend  they  are  bound  to 
reject  the  second  section,  for  it  wi|l  be  reeollected, 
in  the  course  of  the  discusssions  this  session  in 
relation  to  the  pacific  advances,  as  they  are 
termed,  made  to  the  British  Government  since  the 
declaration  of  war,  almost  every  gentleman  of 
the  majority  who  spoke  on  the  subject  availed 
himself  of  the  unauthorized  proposition,  which 
Mr.  Russell  tells  us  he  made  to  Lord  Castlereagh, 
viz :  that  all  British  seamen  should  be  exclu^ 
from  our  public  and  commercial  service,  except 
such  as  ha4  already  been  naturalized.  Gentle- 
men have  given,  on  various  occasions,  their  ap- 
probation to  this  proposition,  and  brought  it  tn 
aid  of  their  argum^enta  as  a  legitimate  fixecutive 
act.  I  require  then  that  you  aeal  your  approba- 
tion of  that  alleged  proposition  by  making  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  co-extensive  with  it.  If 
yon  do  not,  you  condemn  that  which  you  here* 
tofore  professed  to  approve, 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasee 
(Mr.  Gbdndt)  contends  that  no  distinction  exists, 
th^t  none  ought  to  be  made,  as  to  the  extent  of  priv- 
ilege or  prohibition  between  native  and  natural- 
ized citizens*  This  position  is  in  a  great  degree 
correct,  and  whilst  the  two  descriptions  of  persons 
remain  within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  laws,  they 
are  equally  entitled  to  protection ;  and  I  should 
very  reluctantly  give  my  assent  to  any  laiv,  which 
had  for  its  objeQX  the  abridgement  of  one  single 
right  or  privilege  which  naturalized  citizens  now 
enjoy  and  have  been  accustomed  to  exercise;  nor 
do  I  contend  for  the  exclusion  of  those  already 
naturalized,  from  the  maritime  service  of  the 
United  States.  My  feelings  are  against  such  a 
course ;  the  sentiment  of  the  country  is  against 
it ;  and  the  individuals  themselves,  from  the 
loQg  enjoyment  of  the  right,  would  think  them- 
selves abandoned.  Moreover,  the  inconsiderable 
number  of  persons  of  that  description  in  our  aea 
service,  will  prevent  it  from  being  a  question  of 


991 


HISTORY  OF  OONGBBflS. 


9»2 


H.  OF  R. 


lUgtUatimk  of  S&amen, 


FcBRtyARY,  1813. 


serious  import,  if  this  coantry  aad  QretLt  Britain 
are  disposed  to aecommodaie  chedifferences  which 
uofortunaiely  exist.  But,  sir,  ifthe  question  is  lo 
be  decided  on  abstract  principles  of  national  or 
social  law,  whether  one  nation  can,  by  any  contract, 
expressed  or  implied,  with  a  native  citizen  of  ano- 
ther nation,  totally  dissolve  the  political  obliga- 
tions which  existed  between  sach  citizen  and  his 
native  Stste,  it  must  be  determined  against  such 
a  righu  I  contend  that  all  civilized  nations  do 
reeogoise  material  diitinetions  between  their  na- 
tive and  adopted  citizens.  Distinctions  which 
arise  from  the  nature  and  first  principles  of 
society—principles  which  impose  obligations  and 
duties  paramouat  to  Cbnstttotioaal  or  written 
la«r,  aod  without  which  nations  could  not  exist 
and  individuals  would  be  always  insecure.  These 
great  principles  are  on  the  part  of  the  nation  pro- 
tection, and  on  the  part  of  the  citizei^  allegiance ; 
and  as  it  is  admitted  that  a  nation  cannot  dena- 
tionalize at  pleasure  its  citizens,  so  neither  can  the 
citizen  by  any  act  of  his  own,  or  by  consent  with 
a  foreign  Government,  expatriate  hii]Melf,and  be- 
come to  all  intents  and  purposes  an  alien  in' rela- 
tion to  his  native  State.  Nor  do  these  principles  in- 
terfere with  or  contravene  the  iCiaturalization  laws 
of  our  own  or  any  other  country,  whioh  are  merely 
municipal  reguiations,  in  the  nature  of  It  contract 
between  the  individual  and  the  naturalizing  coun- 
try, subject  at  all  times  to-tbe  superior  claims  of 
the  native  coun try i  when  the  citizen  leaves^  the 
adopted  nation  or  places  himself  in  the  power  of 
his  native  sovereigu.  We  all  know  that  Great 
Britain  denies  the  right  of  expatriation — weNalso 
know  that  her  naturalization  laws  are  expressed 
in  the  same  or  broader  terms  than  our  own.  How 
is  it  then  possible  to  reconcile  this  apparent  in- 
consistency without  resorting  to  those  great  first 
principles  of  civil  society  which  I  have  stated? 
Bv  doing  wtiich  ajl  is  rendered  clear  and  intelli- 
gibie;  1  am  also  authorized  to  state  that  the  sanM 
doctrine  is  held  bv  our  own  courts,  and  may  be 
illustrated  by  a  plain,  case:  Suppose  a  native 
American  citizen,  possessing  real  estate  in  this 
country,  where  aliens  are  not  entKled  to  hold  real 
estate,  should  go  to  England  and  there  become 
naturalized  ;  would  he,  by  thus  being  naturalized 
in  a  fore^  country)  be  considered  iniHl  respects 
as  an  alien  and  his  lands  subjecjt  to  confisca- 
tion as  in  case  of  aliens  1  I  presume  there  can 
be  no  diti&eblty  in  deciding  that  the  person  thus 
situated  would  not  be  considered  an  alien,  and 
were  he  to  returu  to  this  country  he  would  enjoy 
his  lands,  receive  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  be  obliged  to  perforni  the  duties  of  a 
citizen. 

It  is  unneoessarv  to  say  more  on  this  part  of 
the  subject,  or  to  further  demonstrate  the  incor- 
rectness of  the  gentleman's  position,  that  there- is 
no  distinction  between  native  and  naturalized 
citizens.  I  hope  we  shall  seldom  be  Under  the 
necessity  of  making  a  distinction ;  but  it  is  im- 
portant that  we  should  know  our  duty,  and  al- 
ways if  possible  do  right. 

Mr.  Chairman  the  eighth  section  of  this  bill  is 
peculiarly  objectionable.    It  is  inconaistent  with 
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the  idea,  so  much  insisted  on,  that  this  measure 
is  intended  as  a  beneficial,  permanent  regulation ; 
because  you  trust  to  the  convenience  or  good 
pleasure  of  other  nations,  whether  it  is*ever  to 
have  anv  eflTeet  or  operation  whatsoever.'  You 
exhibit  the  strange  spectacle  of  an  independent 
nation  depending  on  foreign  Governments  for 
the  efifect  of  laws  which  you  say  are  intended  as 
general  and  permanent  and  not  arising  out  of  the 
particular  circnmstpnces  of  the  country.  As  a 
measure  of  pacification,  it  is  altogetber  unneces- 
sary, it  may  prove  injurious— unnecessary,  because 
we  never  have  complained  of  the  employ  even  of 
our  seamen  by  other  nations.  The  superior  in- 
ducement to  men  in  our  employ  is  the  best  secur- 
ity for  their  services,  and  nothing  but  the  con- 
tinnance  of  your  wretched  restrictive  system  can 
drive  them  from  their  country.'  It  may  and  in 
all  probability  will  prove  injurious;  because 
Great  Britain  wil(  not  finally  abandon  the  right 
of  impressing  from  on  board  neutral  merchant 
vessels,  in  consideration  of  that  kind  of  security 
which  is  given  by  this  bill,  that  none  of  her  sub- 
jects shall  be  on  board ;  she  will  not  thus  barter 
away  the  right  of  expatriation,  against  which 
shcTnas  so  long  and  invariably  contended  ;  and 
unless  she  is  extremely  desirous  of  potting  an 
end  to  this  war,  which  we  ourselves  have  declared, 
she  may  not  be  disposed  to  exclude  from  employ 
those  American  seamen  who  have  Toluntarily 
entered  the  serviee  and  may  wish  to  oontinue. 

In  point  of  principle  this  section  is  also  highly 
objeotionlLble,  and  is  the  very  opposite  extreme 
of  all  those  doctrines  about  personal  rights,  with 
Wbich  we  have  been  so  repeatedly  i^ssailed  by 
gentlemen  in  the  majority;  We  here  require 
other  nations  to  exclude  our  native  citizens  from 
their  maritime  serrice.  Have  ^ntleraen  well 
considered  the  extent  of  this  principle  7  Do  they 
recollect  the  maxim,  that  'V^hat  we  do  by  another 
w&ourselves  do?  I  ask,  then^  if  we  have  the  righ  t 
not  only  ot  denying  to  our  citizens  the  privilege 
of  expatriation,  but  of  locomotion— Hbe  right  of 
leaving  the  country  in  time  of  peace,  and  seek- 
ing such  temporary  employ  in  other  countries 
as  their  inclination  or  interest  may  point  out? 
If  we  cannot  do  this,  we  cannot  procure  it  to  be 
done  through  the  instrumentality  of  others. 

If  you  admit  this  power  in  the  Gk>verttmenr 
ove^  the  citizen,  all  your  fine  theories  about  per- 
sonal rights  vanish.  You  admit  more  than  Great 
Britain  has  ever  contended  for^more  than  I 
deem  correct,  and  more  than  is  necessary  or  pro- 
per as  a  peace  offering ;  if  indeed  this  war  was 
commenced  or  prosecuted  for  anything  like  the 
principle  here  involved  r  the  fact  is,  no  principle  is 
in  contest,  and  if  there  were,  we  give  it  up  by  this 
bill  $  for  although  it  is  said,  in  the  report  which 
accompanied  this  bill,  that  the  flag  shall  protect 
those  who  sail  under  iL  yet  in  the  same  breath 
all  those  are  excluded  irom  it  whom  our  enemy 
contends  are  not  entitled  to  be  thus  protected. 

I  had  intended,  sir,  to  comment  more  at  length 
on  the  extraordinary  nature  and  character  of  this 
war,  but  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ngl- 
soir,)  who  preceded  me,  hfts  rendered  it  unneces- 
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Mty— particularly  as  bis  expoaitioa  is  eatiiUd  to 
more  weight  from  the  ciccumstance  of  his  hav- 
ing beea  ao  advocate  for  the  declaration  of  war. 
That  gentleman  has  correctljr  stated  that  the  con* 
tinuance  of  this  w^r  exhibits  a  phenomenon  to 
tbe  world.  ."  Ask,"  says  he,  "  any  man  foe  what 
we  are  fighting,  and  he  cannot  tell  yoo.  Is  it  for 
the  right  of  prohibiting  British  seamen  1  We 
diaclaim  any  such  right.  Is  it  for  the  protection 
of  American  seamen  ?  Great  Britain  does  not 
deny  onr  right.  It  is  then  solely  for  the  abuse  in 
Ihe  exercise  of  those  rights,  and  in  the  practice  of 
both  nations  wrong  has  been  done  to  each  other. 
Qreat  Britain  has  a  right  to  her  seamen,  and  in 
the  severe  contest  in  which  she  is  and  has  long 
been  engaged  with  France,  she  required  their 
services.  The  unlimited  employ  which  we  give 
them  operated  injuriously  to  that  Government. 
On  ihe  eontmry,  in  the  exerci«e  of  the  right  of 
impressing  her  own  subjects,  American  citizens 
often  by  design  or  mistake  become  the  victims^^ 
thus  the  question  solely  turns  on  the  abuse  of  ac- 
knowledged rights." 

This  f  understood  to  be  the  tobtftance  of  the 
argument  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. It  is  unaoswerabie*-and  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  House,  as  far  as  depends  on  them,  to  remedy 
this  abuse  and  then  stop..  The  misfortune  has 
been,  in  all  the  negotiations  and  discussions  on 
this  subject,  we  have  been  eternally  involv;ing 
fine-spun  disquisitions  about  principle,  without 
seeking  a  remedy  for  practical  abuse. 

Thegentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GBonnY) 
has  resorted  to  an  ar^umc^nt  in  favor  of  this  bilU 
which  I  doubt  not  will  be  irresistible  with  many 
of  his  political  friends,  and  which  developes  but 
too  plainly  its  real  object.  He  has  stated  that 
he  does  not  believe  it  will  lead  to  peace*  Lsay 
it  canaot  become  a  permanent  regulation,  because 
its  operation  is  made  to  depend  on  a  state  of 
peace.  But,  says  this  gentleman,  it  will  plaoe 
the  opposition  clearly  in  the  wrong: — strengthen 
the  poweve  that  be,  and  give  popularity,  to  the 
^ar.  For  myself,  sir,  the  gentleman  is  perfectly 
welcome  to  all  the  benefit  which  he  may  antici- 
pate from  such  an  argument.  I  can  assure  gen- 
tlemen of  the  majority  that  it  is  not  for  the  love 
of  opposition,  but  from  a.sacred  coaseiousness  of 
duty,  that  my  name  is  so  frequently  recorded 
against  them  ;  and  whenever  they  may  do  right, 
whatever  be  their  motive,  I  hope  not  to  be  fonod 
in  the  opposition.  They  ought,  however,  to  re- 
collect, that  real  virtue  brings  with  it  its  own  re- 
ward— that  the  merit  of  a  good  act  is  much  im- 
paired by  an  incorrect  or  unworthy  motive.  I 
therefore  hope  that  those  who  hold  in  their  hands 
the  destinies  of  the  nation,  will  be  actuated  not 
so  much  by  the  desire  of  placing  others  in  the 
wrong,  as  by  the  superior  and  laudable  desire  of 
doiojg  what  is  right,  regardless  of  consequences. 
Motives  of  action,  which  spring  from  the  allore- 
meots  of  place  and  power  (in  a  Qovernment  so 
equally  and  happily  oonstitated  as  this)  can  sel- 
dom or  never  be  felt  by  those  who  are  really 
qualified  to  administer  iu  public  concerns,  who 
are  entitled  to  public  confidenee.  \  ^' 
iSlh  Con.  dd  Ssas — $2 


those  influences  on  myself— and  were  the  country 
in  the  enjoyment  of  its  wonted  peace,  or  could  i 
peifceive,  in  the  virtue  and  wisdom  of  those  who 
govern,  the  prospect  of  its  ultimate  safety  and 
prosperity,  I  would  willingly  retire  from  the  tur- 
moil of  this  assembly,  and  seek  for  quiet  in  more 
humble  scenes. 

When  Mr.  P.  sat  down,  the  Committee  roaoi 
reported  progress,  l^ld  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Frioat,  February  5. 

Mr.  Gaoi«80N,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief 
of  Reuben  Attwaier"  without  amendment,  and 
the  bill  was  then  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WiDQBRT,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  3d  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  altering  the 
time  for  holding  the  District  Court  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Maine;  which  was  read  twice,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  t> 
morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  on  the  .petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Knox  county,  to  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory ;  when  the  said  report  was  again  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mor- 
row. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  . 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  time 
of  holding  the  District  Court  in  and  for  the  dis;- 
1  trict  of  New  York,  (other  than  those  in  the  City 
I  of  New  York,)  and  the  District  Court  in  and  for 
the  district  of  Virginia,  holden  at  Norfolk;  and, 
also,  of  extending  the  provision  of  the  *'  act  for 
the  more  convenient  taking  of  affidavits  and  bail 
in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  Courts  of  the 
United  States,"  to  Judges  of  the  District  Courts; 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Basbbtt,  and  Mr.  Blbsokbb, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  relinquishing,  in  favor  of  the  officers  and  crew^ 
of  the  public  armed  ships  of  the  United  States^  a 
greater  portion  of  the  value  of  prizes  than  they 
are  now  by  law  entitled  to ;  and,  also,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  further  encour- 
agement to  equipping  and  employing  private 
armed  vessels  of  war  against  the  shipf  and  com- 
merce of  the  enemy ;  ami  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

REGULATION  OF  SEAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grow ot,  the  House  went 
into  Comnrittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prohibit- 
ing the  employment  of  foreign  seamen  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States— Mr.  Seybekt's  niotion 
for  striking  out  the  first  section  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Dbsba  said  that  a  sense  of  duty  compelled 

him  to  ezpresahis  disapprobation  of  the  bill  under 

t  •oaaideiation,  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  <m 
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board  che  public  TCMels  and  in  the  merchant  ser- 
Tice  of  the  United  States.  As  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  said  he,  I  opposed 
this  bill,  and  ha?e  to  regret  that  It  ever  was  re- 
ported. I  mar  be  mistaken,  sir,  bat  I  view  this 
measure,  if  adopted,  as  being  attended  with  the 
most  deleterious  consequences ;  for,  instead  of  its 
having  a  tepdency  to  conciliate  Britain,  or  our 
political  opponents,  it  will,  I  am  afraid,  have  a 
tendency  to  irritate  and  disgust  the  friends  of 
th%A.dministration,  the  firm  supporters  of  the 
war,  and  paralyze  the  national  energies,  by  ope- 
rating injuriously  on  the  loans,  and  the  recruiting 
•ervice.  Sir,  the  injustice  of  our  enemies  forced 
Qs  into  war;  the  true  policy  of  this  Government 
is  to  prosecute  it  with  visor,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  honofable  termination^ 
instead  of  persisting  in  that  disposition  for  tem- 

C rising;  a  kind  of  policy  that  has  degraded  us 
yond  calculations-caused  us  to  lose  credit 
abroad  and  respect  at  home,  and  brought  us  al- 
most to  the  brink  of  ruin,  t  view  this  measure 
as  a  link  of  the  old  temporizing  chain ;  a  link  that 
will  ultimately  break  and  suffer  the  small  remains 
of  national  respectability  to  be  prostrated. 

This  measure,  sir,  however  gentlemen  may 
disguise  it  or  try  to  gloss  it  over,  is  nothing  more 
nor  less,  than  an  overture,  in  the  shape  of  a  law.  to 
Great  Britain  for  peace.  It  is  in » fact  begging 
for  peace ;  it  is  humbling  ourselves  at  the  toot- 
atooi  of  British  corruption.  For,  sir,  the  sub- 
stance, as  contemplated  in  this  bill,  has  three  sev- 
eral times  been  proposed  to  the  British  Gk>vern- 
tnent  since  the  declaration  of  war.  The  two  first 
times  it  was  rejected  in  a  very  indecorous  and 
insulting  manner;  the  last-time,  it  was  treated  with 
silent  contempt.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  must  take  up 
a  few  moments  of  your  time  in  referriog  to  some 
documents.  If  gentleman  will  turn  ^beir  atten- 
tion to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Lord  Cav- 
tlereagh,  of  the  24th  day  of  August,  1818,  they 
will  find  the  proposition  made  the  first  time.  Mr. 
Russell  says,  speaking  of  his  Government: 

"  It  has,  therefore,  authorized  me  to  stipulate  with 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  an  armistice,  to 
commence  at  or  before  the  expiration  of  sixty  days 
after  the  signature  of  the  instrument  providing  for  it, 
on  condition  that  the  Orders  in  Council  be  repealed, 
and  no  illegal  blockades  be  substituted  for  them,  and 
that  orders  be  immediately  given  to  discontinue  the 
impressment  of  persons  from  American  vessels,  and  to 
restore  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  already  impress- 
ad  ;  it  being  moreover  well  undenttood  that  the  British 
Cknremaent  will  assent  to  enter  into  definitive  arrmnge- 
ments,  as  soon  as  may  be,  on  these  and  every  other 
difference,  by  a  treaty  to  be  concluded  either  at  Lon- 
don or  Washington,  as  on  an  impartial  consideration 
ckf  existing  circumstances  shall  be  deemed  most  expe- 
dient. As  an  inducement  to  Great  Britain  to  discon- 
tinue the  practice  of  impressment  from  American  ves- 
seb,  I  am  authorized  to  give  assurance  that  a  law  shall 
be  passed  (to  be  reciprocal)  to  prohibit  the  employment 
of  British  seamen  in  the  public  and  commercial  service 
of  the  United  States." 

Well,  sir,  in  Lord  Castlereagh's  letter  to  Mr. 
Russell,  dated  August  29, 1812J  the  anawer  will 


be  found ;  in  which,  after  giving  some  specimens 
of  his  diplomatic  chicanery,  he  says  a 

"The  British  Government  now,  as  heretofore,  is- 
ready  to  receive  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  amicably  discuss,  any  proposition  which 
profosses  to  have  in  view,  either  to  dieck  abuse  in  the 
exercise  of  the  practice  of  impressment,  or  to  accom- 
plish by  means  less  liable  to  vexation,  the  object  for 
which  impressment  has  hitherto  been  found  neoeesary ; 
but  they  cannot  consent  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  a 
right  upon  which  the  naval  strength  of  the  Empire 
mainly  depends,  until  they  are  fully  convinced  that 
means  can  be  devised^  and  will  be  adopted,  by  which 
the  object  to  be  obtained  bv  the  exercise  of  that  right 
can  be  effectually  secured. 

Mark,  well,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  this  last  sen- 
tence, couched  in  ambiguity,  the  bait  lies,  at 
whion  we  are  nibblinff.  There  appears  to  be  a 
shadow  of  hope  left,  that  if  we  would  make  an 
overture  in  the  shape  of  a  law,  promising  not  to 
employ  British  seamen,  that  perhaps  we  might 
jet  obtain  a  relinquishment  of  the  principle  of 
impressment  by  negotiation.  Vain  hope  1  Thtf 
are  only  leading  us  on  by  degrees  to  see  how  low 
we  can  stoop—bow  far  we  can  degrade  ourselves. 
It  is  indeed  like  a  drowning  man  catching  at  a 
straw. 

Well,  sir,  in  Mr,  Russell's  letter  to  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  dated  September  12, 1812,  we  find  the 
same  proposition  in  substance  was  made,  ezcepi 
as  respects  the  Orders  in  '  Council,  they  having 
been  suspended }  and  in  Lord  Castlereagh's  letter 
to  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  you 
have  the  answer  and  rejection.  I  wiH  read  the 
latter  part  of  his  letter,  which  is  as  follows : 

"  This  course  of  proceeding,  as  bearing  on  the  lace 
of  it  a  character  of  disguise,  is  not  only  folt  to  be 
in  principle  inadmissible,  but  as  unlikely  Co  lead  in 
practice  to  any  advantageous  result,  as  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, on  the  important  subject  of  impressment,  that  yon 
are  either  authorised  to  propose  any  specific  plan,  with 
reference  to  which  the  suspension  of  that  practice  oould 
be  made  a  subject  of  deliberation,  or  that  yon  have  re- 
oei?ed  any  instruction  for  the  gaidance  of  your  con- 
duct on  some  of  the  leading  principlei^  which  such  a 
discussion  must  in  the  first  instance  involve.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  Prince  Regent  sincerely  la- 
ments, that  he  does  not  feel  himself  enabled  to  depart 
from  the  decision,  which  I  was  directed  to  convey  tio 
you  in  my  letter  of  the  second  instant.'* 

Well,  sir,  what  is  the  substance  of  this  letter  to 
which  Mr.  Russell  is  referred  for  a  final  answer  1 
Why,  sir,  notifying^  him  that  R.  G.  Beasley  has 
the  liberty  of  residing. in  England  as  the  United 
States  aeent  for  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  he 
encloses  him  his  passport ;  which  amounta  to  say- 
ing to  him,  that  we  are  tired  of  your  importuni- 
ties, we  are  not  disposed  to  grant  any  of  your 
requests,  and  that  you  may  return  to  your  Gov- 
ernment and  make  report. 

Here,  sir,  is  the  second  time  the  propoettion 
was  made  since  the  declaration  of  war,  and  you 
see  how  it  was  treated;  with  hauteur,  accom- 
panied with  insult,  by  a  direct  charge  of  du- 
plicity or  disguise.  Well,  sir,  it  appears  from  a 
leiter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Admiral 
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Warren,  dtled  October  27tb,  1812,  that  overtares 
for  a  pacificalioD  was  made  the  third  time,  which 
was  treated  with  silent  contempt — they  have  not 
even  condescended  to  answer  the  letter.  Now, 
sir,  will  we  hare  no  more  respect  for  onr  national 
character  and  standing  than  to  trnckie  at  the  feet 
of  oar  oppressors  by  making  the  proposition  the 
fourth  time,  which  would  yirtually  be  the  case 
if  we  adopt  this  measure  ?  Sir,  however  gentle- 
men may.  by  casting  a  veil  over  it,  try  to  dis- 
guise or  hide  its  deformities  from  the  people,«they 
will  understand  it ;  they  are  not  to  be  deceived — 
they  will  view  it  as  humiliating  to  the  Ameii- 
can  character ;  they  are  not  destitute  of  informa* 
tioo,  as  the  gentlemMi  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Orumdy)  seems  to  insinuate,  when  be  says  it  is 
necessary  to  let  the  people  know  what  is  the 
matter  in  controversy — what  we  are  contending 
foi^— and  if  they  are  in  an  error  take  the  bandage 
from  their  eyes.  Sir,  for  years  back  eonsidera* 
ble  numbers  of  the  documents  have  been  printed 
—generally  iVom  five  to  ten  thousand  copies— 
which  have  been  distributed  through  everv  sec* 
tioo  of  the  Union,  and,  I  have  no  donbt. critically 
examined.  The  people  read,  understand,  and 
judffe  for  themselves.  They  have  deliberately 
declared,  as  appears  in  the  recent  elections,  that 
the  war  in  which  we  have  embarked  is  a  just 
war,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they 
will  support  it  at  the  expense  of  blood  and  treas- 
ure ;  but  rest  assured,  sir,  that  if  they  discover  a 
disposition  in  the  Administration  to  temporize 
any  longer ;  to  retrograde,  or,  if  gentlemen  like 
the  term  better,  I  will  sav  back  out,  by  the  adop- 
tion of  this  measure  and  the  repeal  of  the  non- 
importation,  which  1  understand  is  contemplated, 
however  nuich  confidence  they  may  have  in  the 
Administration,  they  will  at  least  withdraw  a 
portion  of  it.  They  calculate,  and  very  justly 
too,  that  while  there  is  any  disposition  to  tempo- 
rize, nothing  of  a  decidve  character  will  be  done 
by  bur  arms.  Sir,  if  this  measure  of  promising 
that  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  yon  will  not 
employ  as  seamen  on  board  of  your  public  vessels 
or  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  sailing  under  their  flag,  anv  persons  but  nfatu- 
ral  born  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  citizens 
of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  a  treatv  being 
made,  or  persons  who  being  resident  within  the 
United  States  at  the  time  of  saeh  treaty^  and 
having  previously  declared,  agreeafaiy  to  existing 
laws,  their  intention  to  become  citizens,  is  not 
intended  to  conciliate  Britain,  in  the  name  of 
common  sense  what  is  it  intended  for  ?  It  is  not 
to  take  effect  till  "the  termination  of  the  war. 
Then  why  legislate  ii^  anticipation  ?  Wh y  adopt 
it  at  this  time?  Why  not  suffer  it  to  remain  m 
the  hands  of  the  treaty-making  power,  to  form  an 
arrangement  in  a  treaty  when  one  shall  be  con- 
cluded? No,  sir,  gentlemen  have  become  dis- 
coaraged ;  thinss  have  not  gone  on  as  they  ex* 
peeted.  The  disasters  and  discomfitures  that 
our  arms  met  with  the  last  Summer  have,  I  am 
afraid,  made  them  despond,  as  the  adoption  of 
this  measure  looks  very  much  like  ttyiag  to 
shuffle  out  of  the  difficulty.    Sir,  if  thoce  who  by 


their  valor  achieved  our  independence  had  suf- 
fered themselves  to  be  discouraged  by  trifles,  we 
would  yet  have  been  in  a  state  of  vassalage  to 
Britain.  But  gentlemen  ought  to  recollect  that 
it  is  very  natural  for  discomfitures  to  occur  at 
the  commencement  of  a  war,  after  thirty  or  forty 
years'  peace.  The  people,  sir,  are  not  in  a  state 
of  despondency,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  defeats 
of  last  Summer  have  had  a  tendency  to  rouse  all 
the  military  ardor  in  the  country.  The  people 
know  their  rights  and  will  protect  them.  Sir,  if 
we  will  lay  aside  our  temporizing,  and  do  our 
duty,  the  people  will  do  theirs. 

Bot,  say  gentlemen,  this  measure  will  have  a 
tendency  to  conciliate  our  own  citizens  and  put 
down  Federalism.  Mistaken  policy  !  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  believing  that  four-fifths  of  the  peo- 
ple at  least  are  attached  to  the  cause,  and  will 
support  it  at  the  expense  of  blood  and  treasure ; 
and,  as  to  conciliating  Federalism,  this  you  have 
tried  often,  and  have  as  often  failed.  Nothing 
will  satisfy  them  short  of  putting  you  out  of  your 
places,  ousting  you  from  your  seats.  1  repeat  it,, 
sir;  it  is  mistaken  policy.  Your  true  policv  is  to 
lay  aside  temporizing.  Give  up  all  thoughts  of 
succeeding  by  negotiation  with  a  Government 
whose  acts  are  marked  with  Punic  faith.  Hold 
out  liberal  bounties,  by  which  speedily  obtain  a 
formidable  iirmy  and  prosecute  the  war  vigor- 
ously and  sueeessfttlly.  Then,  sir,  you  not  only 
silence  Federalism,  but  put  it  down,  and  raise 
the  spirits  of  the  citizens  generally. 

Sir,  what  were  the  objects  in  view  when  we 
embarked  in  this  war  ?  To  have  commerce  un- 
shackled, a  relinquishment  of  the  principle  of 
impressment,^  releasementof  our  impressed  citi* 
zens,  and  a  remuneration  of  damages  sustained 
by  spoliations  on  our  commerce  \>j  British  cruis- 
ers; to  stop  short  of  this  would  in  my  mind  be 
the  height  of  imbecility,  because  we  have  the 
physical  force  as  well  as  the  whole  resources  ne- 
cessary to  insure  success.  Although  war  is  an 
evil,  therefore  is  to  be  deprecated,  yet  it  is  often 
necessary  and  even  an  indispensable  evil,  when 
by  that  alone  those  claims  can  be  supported^ 
which  it  would  be  baseness  to  renounce.  Such 
is  our  present  situation,  it  is  not  now  to  inquire 
how  we  got  into  war;  but  the  question  is  how  to 

eet  out  of  it  honorably  1  What  are  the  means  to 
e  adopted  the  best  calculated  to  brinj^  it  to  a 
speedy  and  happy  conclnsion !  Temporizing  any 
longer  won't  do.  No,  sir,  you  must  double  your 
diligence  and  energies  in  nerving  the  national 
arm,  in  order  that  it  may  be  prosecuted  vigorously 
and  successfully.  We  ougnt  never  to  lay  down 
our  arms  short  of  having  our  rights  amply  re- 
dressed, and  complete  remuneration  for  dam- 
ages; and  the  only  remuneration  we  have  within 
our  reach  is.  to  lay  hold  of  the  British  North 
American  provinces.  The  Federal  gentlemen, 
Mr.  Chairman,  those  exclusive  friends  of  peaee^ 
will  act  perfectly  consistent  in  voting  for  this 
bill;  they  were  opposed  to  war,  they  would  be 
eoosistcot  in  voting  for  any  pacific  overture. 
But  I  confess  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  gen- 
tlemen who  were  advooates  of  and  voted  for  war  i 
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ean  reconcile  it  to  coDnitency  to  be  in  faror 
(particularly  at  this  time)  of  overtures  of  pacific 
cation;  but,  as  I  am  not  disposed  to  arraign  mo- 
,  tiTes,  I  will  leave  it  to  gentlemen's  own  ingenuity 
to  reconcile. 

Sir,  recollect  you  are  putting  a  power fnl  weaj^ 
on  in  the  hands  o(  your  opponents,  which  I  sus- 
pect will  not  be  wielded  much  to  voor  advantage. 
One  of  the  objections  to  the  declaration  of  war 
was.  because  it  was  premature.  You  are  now  by 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  putting  the  proof 
into  their  hands,  as  it  will  not  only  be  considered- 
an  attempt  to  ease  off,  but  varying  the  cause  of 
the  war;  because,  if  the  principle  contained  in 
this  bill  did  exist  at  the  time  of  the  declaration, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  its  adoption;  if  it  did  not, 
it  must  unquestionably  be  considered  as  varying 
the  cause  of  war.  But,  say  gentlemen,  as  a  mo^ 
nicipal  regulation,  this  is  necessary,  and  that  is 
due  in  justice  to  our  enemy.  If  this  is  a  fact, 
air,  we  nave  done  Britain  extreme  injustice  in 
not  adopting  it  sooner.  How  has  it  happened 
that  this  discoverv  was  never  made  before  this 
time  7  We  have  been  negotiating  on  t  he  subject' 
of  impressment  and  seamen  upwards  of  twenty 
years;  it  is  rather  astonishing  if  we  bad  not  in- 
genuity enough  to  make  this  important  discovery 
ourselves,  that  the  British,  among  their  able  diplo- 
matic characters,  should  not  have  notified  us  of 
it.  If  it  is  the  fact,  that  we  have  been  doinc  them 
injustice  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  (which,  by 
the  by,  I  do  not  admit,)  could  we  be  surprised  at 
their  refusal  to  do  us  justice?  Sir,  admitting  that 
there  was  no  objection  as  to  the  time  of  making 
an  overture,  can  we  calculate  on  getting  out  of 
the  war  by  overtures  of  pacification,  after  the  re- 
cent declaration  of  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Russell, 
when  he  says,  (speaking  of  impressment,)  that 
they  cannot  consent  to  suspead  the  exercise  of  a 
right  u|K>n  which  the  naval  strength  of  the  Em- 
pire mainly  depends  ? 

I  make  great  calculation,  sir,  from  this  war,  if 
well  managed;  hence  my  extreme  dislike  to  any- 
thing that  looks  like  temnoritin^,  and  anxiety  for 
a  vigorous  prosecution  or  it.  Siv,  independent  of 
ita  putting  us  in  possession  of  the  British  North 
American  provinces,  which  will  heal  the  nation- 
al wound  and  measurably  remunerate  us  for  dam- 
ages ;  driveoff  a  dishonestand  troublesome  neigh- 
bor; destroy  British  influence  over  the  ferocious 
savages,  by  which  arrest  the  tomahawk  of  those 
barbarians,  and  preserve  th^  innocent  inhabitants 
on  our  frontiers  from  being  inhumanly  massacred : 
I  say,  sir,  independent  of  these  considerations, 
Whteh  on  my  «und  are  of  no  inconsiderable  mag- 
nitude, it  will  cheek  the  spirit  of  intrigue — put 
down  the  pestilence  of  foreign  influence,  which 
is  the  angel  of  discord,  consequently  of  destruc- 
tion, to  elective  governments. 

Mr:  Chairman,  I  object  to  this  bill,  because  as 
it  now  stands,  (if  I  understand  it  right,)  it  abridges 
the  right  of  expauiation,  a  right  inherent  in  man, 
and  phices  naturalized  citizens  on  a  better  footing 
than  native  born.  I  am  opposed  to  ibakiog  any 
du^crimination.  I  object  to  it,  sir,  because  it  does 
in  a  measure  check  emigration  to  this  isjountry, 


hy  faying  tha  captain  or  master  of  a  veasei  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  Ave  hundred  dollars  for  taking  on 
board  passengers,  unless  they  produce  a  certificate 
from  the  proper  officer  of  their  own  Qovernmenr. 
We  want  citizens,  sir,  particularly  mechanics  and 
manufacturers,  to  enable  us  finally  to  become  in 
reality  indefMindent  of  the  conflicting  European 
despots.  I  object  to  it  because  the  arrangements 
contained  in  it  are  not  reciprocal;  it  is  calculated 
in  some  Instances  to  cramp  us.  while  the  opposite 
party  is  |eft  perfectly  free.  But,  sir,  if  these  ob- 
jections in  detail,  should  by  amendments  be  ob* 
viated,  I  should  object  to  it  on  principle,  as  hold- 
ing it  derogatory  to  the  nation's  honor  to  make 
any  further  adviinces  at  this  timet  for  a  pacifica- 
tion, particularly  while  our  arms  'remain  in  the 
degraded  situation  in  which  they  were  placed  b«r 
last  Snmmei^s  campaign.  I  am  for  letting  the  ad- 
vances come  from  the  other  side  of  the  water — 
I  am  for  going  on  (and  not  looking  baek)  to  a 
ten  or  twenty  years'  war,  if  it  should  be  at  the 
expense  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars^  rather 
than  succumb  to  tyranny.  Sir,  we  have  nothing 
to  fear  but  wayward  or  indecisive  policy  on  oar 
part ;  the  people  know  their  rights  and  will  pro- 
tect them.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  believing,  that 
in  a  country  where  power  is  bottomed  on  the 
will  of  the  people,  where  liberty  reigns  triumph- 
ant, patriotism  will,  at  all  timesy-be  noAe  the  order 
of  the  day. 

I  regr^  that  I  have,  on  this  occasion,  to  differ 
from  n  number  of  my  political  friends,  with  whom 
it  has  been  my  pride  to  act.  I  have  no  doubt 
(however  mistaken  gentlemen  may  be)  bnt  they 
are  actuated  by  the  purest  of  motives;  and  I  flat- 
ter myself,  from  my  course  of  conduct,  that  I  have 
a  right  to  demand  a  correspondent  liberality.  I 
calculate  on  being  in  a  small  minority;  bnt  that 
shall  not  deter  me  from  discharging  what  f  be- 
lieve to  be  my  duty  to  my  country,  my  constitu- 
ents, and  my  own  feelings.  I  shall  vote  in  favor 
of  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KiKO. — It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  a  telnc- 
tance  almost  unconquerable,  I  now  rise  to  ad- 
dress you.  I  am  conscious,  sir^  I  feel  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  express  my  opinions  on  this  subject  as 
I  could  wish.  Impelled,  however,  by  a  sense  of 
duty  to  myself  and  to  my  friends,  from  the  ccKirse 
I  have  heretofore  taken,  I  shall  as  concisely  as 
possible  endeavor  to  assign  some  of  the  reasons 
by  which  my  vote  will  be  influeaced ;  and  trnst 
I  shall  be  enabled  to  command  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  for  the  few  moments  I  shall  de- 
tain them.  Sir,  I  was  one  of  those  who  eontribu- 
ted  (by  a  vote  at  least)  to  the  declaring  of  the 
war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  I  was  at 
that  time,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation 
which  I  was  competent  to  ^ive  the  subject,  firmly 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  it  was  a  meas- 
ure demanded  by  the  safety,  the  honor,  and  betH 
interests  of  the  nation.  This  opinion  I  hare  never 
changed.  I  look  forward  to  a  vigorous  proseeu- 
tion  of  the  war  aa  the  only  certain  mean  by  which 
the  great  objects  for  whioh  it  was  commenced  can 
be  attained.  Sir,  America,  after  long  forbearance, 
having  tharawn  off  the  mantle  of  peace,  and 
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ed  on  the  sword  of  btttle,  mttst  not  recede  from 
tbe  ground  which  she  has  javtly  taken;  till  her 
every  important  right  is  secured  to  her.    Bat, 
sir,  while  I  feel  thus  determined  to  proseeute  this 
war,  I  afn  free  to  declare,  that  narrowed  as  the 
grounds  now  are,  I  should  have  hesitated  to  en- 
gage in  It—- 1  beliere  I  should  not  hare  giFen  my 
Tote  fqr  its  commencement ;  .but,  once  engaged, 
the  face  of  affairs  are  altogether  changed ;  by  this 
abandonment,  you  yield  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant points  for  which  the  war  was  begun — you 
tacitly  aeknowled^  the  right  of  impressment; 
we  yield  the  principle ;  we  withdraw  our  protec- 
tion from  a  great  and  valuable  class  of  our  citi- 
lens,  and  bind  in  shackles  our  most  remote  pos- 
terity, which  the  strong  arm  of  the  nation  will 
scarcely  be  able  to  break.    But,  sir,  while  as  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  it  is  our" imperious 
duty  to  guard  their  rights,  and  repel  from  them 
every  encroachmeni,  it  equally  behooves  os  to 
contend  for  right  alone.    Sir,  we  must  not  stand 
on  punctilio;  we  cannot  bring  disgrace  on  this 
nation  by>  an  act  which  justice  demands,  which 
true  policy  requires.    The  people  of  our  coun- 
try  are  a  brave,  an  honorable,  and  high-minded 
people;  but  they  are  a  just  and  virtuous,  not 
an  ambitious  and  quixotic  people ;  thef  possess  a 
greater  portion  of  intelligence,  and  more  correct 
ideas  of  the  principles  of  their  Government,  than 
any  other  p^oplei  on  earth.    I  trust  there  is  nodis- 
positton,  but,  were  there,  you  could  not  conceal 
from  the  people  the  nature  of  this  contest  and  the 
true  grounds  on  which  we  stand.    We  owe  it  to 
them  to  speak  plainly,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves; 
on  them  will  the  burdens  fall.    Yes,  sir,  the  blood 
tax  and  tbe  money  tax,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
bear  them.    I  believe  (notwithstanding  unwearied 
and  unceasing  efforts  have  been  made  by  men  of 
iotelligence,  men  of  high  standing,  to  deceive  and 
mislei^  the  people  as  to  the  oausies  of  this  war, 
with  a  view  to  self-aggrandizement)  there  is  not 
a  people  on  whom  the  sun  of  Heaven  shines,  more 
disposed  to  support  their  Government,  or  who  will 
submit  togreater  sacrifices  to  promote  its  just  yiews, 
than  the  great  majority  ot  this  nation.    Why, 
then,  Mr.  Chairman,  hesitate  to  speak  a  plain  lan- 
guage to  our  people?    I  know  and  feel  we  are 
contending  for  our  just  rights  and  for  them  only ; 
then,  sir,  pass  this  bill,  and  yon  drive  from  tne 
mind  of  every  honest  man  in  the  community 
every  prejudice  which  misrepresentation  has  fixed 
there.    They  will  vanish,  sir,  before  the  blaze  of 
truth,  like  the  shaded  of  night  before  the  morning 
beam.    The  investigation  of  .this  subject,  Mr. 
Chairman,  has  devolved  on  abler  hands ;  I  shall 
not,  therefore,  enter  into  any  examination  of  the 
detaib  of  the  bill,  but  merely  confine  myself  to 
the  principle  involved.    It  is  a  position  uncontro- 
veried  by  the  history  of  nations,  that  no  Gorern- 
ment  willingly  relinquishes  the  services  of  her 
citizens.    It  is  true,  sir,  they  have  acquiesced  in 
the  ri^ht  of  naturalization,  and  have  so  far  yield- 
ed their  rights  over  them ;  but  previous  to  a  legal 
and  authenticated  act  by  which  former  allegiance 
is  renounced,  and  the  protection  of  another  Qor* 
ernment  acquired,  no  Government  has  a  right  lo 


withhold  their  services  from  the  Potentate  or  Gov* 
ernment  to  which  they  were  originally  botind. 
Sir,  Great  Britain^  at  a  vast  ej^pense^  rears  her  sea- 
men for  her  service,  and  they  are  believed  to  be 
essential  to  her  existence  as  a  nation.    We  have 
never  denied  her  right  to  them.    The  great  com- 
plaint has  been  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  taken.    Sir,  in  permitting  the  employment 
of  a  few  hundred,  to  whom  We  could  not  properly 
extend  protection,  we  have  jeopardized  thousands 
of  our  native  citizens,  who  are  now  dragging  out 
their  lives  in  a  slaver v^which  to  a  free-born  mrad  ia 
the  most  detestable.   For  the  establishment  of  these 
facts,  I  refer  crentlemen  to  documents  which  have 
been  laid  on  their  tables.    Sir,  I  am  aware  that  the 
abandonment  of  her  service  by  her  seamen,  is  by 
Great  Britain  not  ^infrequently  used  as  a  pro- 
text  for  the  seizing  on  the  brave  and  hardy 
sailors  of  this  nation,  and  dragging  them  into  her ' 
service.    But  while  J  would  never  abandon  these 
men — while  I  would  fight  so  long  as  there  was 
an  inch  of  ground  to  stand  on,  ratner  than  sacri- 
fice on  the  shrine  of  interest 'the  per^opal  liberty 
of  one  man  ia  the  nation  to  whom  the  Govern* 
roent  stands  pled^^ed  to  extend  protection,  I  pro** 
test  against  shedding  one  drop  of  American  blood, 
or  expending  one  cent  of  the  money  of  tbe  nation 
to  protept  forieigners  who  have  never  entered  into 
the  compact,  and  are  aliens  to  us  in  every  sense 
of  .the  word.    Sir,  if  the  securing  the  personal 
rights  of  our  seamen — if  the  extending  protection 
on  the  ocean  to  them,  and  them  alone  is  what  we 
have  in  view,  I  ask  what  more  effectual  mode  caa 
be  devised  than  the  one  proposed  by  this  bill? 
Sir,  by  its  passage,  you  tace  away  the  pretext— « 
you  deprive  that  country  of  her  apologists  in  tbia* 
What,  I  would  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  tbe  ob- 
ject ipns  urged  against  this  bill  7    In  tne  first  place 
we  are  told  we  are  receding  from  the  war.    Thisi 
sir,  I  must  be  permitted  unequivocally  to  deny* 
In  a  Government  like  ours,  no  contest  in  which 
we  can  be  engaged,  with  any  nation  whateveri 
can  be  prosecuted  with  vigor  and  effect,  unless 
the  people  are  with  the  Gtovernment.    Sir,  the 
passage  of  this  bill  will  unite  our  people;  everjf 
man  in  the  nation  will  see  the  grounds  on  whica 
we  are  contending;  the  justice  of  our  cauie  will 
b^  made  apparent;  they  will  move  as  one  man^ 
they  will  be  actuated  by  the  same  impulse;  and 
the  war  must  be  successful;  it  must  terminate  in 
the  complete  restoration  of  those  rights  for  which 
it  was  commenced.    Sir,  in  this  point  of  view  it 
is  one  of  the  strongest  war  measures.    I  am  not 
induced,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  advocate  this  bill  with 
a  view,  as  has  been  intimated  by  some,  to  break 
down  Federalism.    To  me  it  is  indifferent  whe* 
ther  they  sink  or  swim*-to  vof  it  matters  not  by 
what  name  men  choose  to  distinguish  themselves, 
provided  they  pursue  the  course  demanded  by  the 
best  interests  of  this  nation  ;  but  this  I  will  ven- 
ture to  predict:  should  ambition  get  the  better  of 
a  love  of  country,  should  wish  for  power  still 
stimulate  to  opposition,  the  people  will  desert 
them.    Yes,  sir,  their  eyes  will  be  opened ;  they 
will  depart  from  them,  and  cleave  unto  their  Gov- 
ernment*^the  free  government  of  their  choice* 
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Bot  we  are  told  that  this  is  intended  as  the  basis 
of  a  peace.  Sir,  shoold  peace  be  the  consequence 
of  this  measttre-^-a  measure  right  in  itself— I  should 
hail  it  with  the  most  heartfelt  pleasure;  with  a 
pleasure  so  much  the  greater,  as  f  was  one  of  those 
who  contributed  to  the  cooamencennent  of  this 
war;  and  now,  by  an  act  just  and  proper,,  have 
restored  to  -my  country  an  honorable  peace.  I 
must,  however,  confess  I  am  not  so  sanguine  as 
aome  seem  to  be  as  to  this  result.  F  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Desha,)  that 
the  onlv  effectual  way  to  command  peace,  (which 
would  be  honorable  and  advantageous  to  this  na- 
tion,) is  to  prepare  to  prosecute  the  war.  Sir,  I 
have  gone  as  far  as  that  gentleman  in  making  the 
necessary  arrangements.  It  behooves  us  to  be 
prepared ;  the  war  was  commenced  by  us  for  the 
attaintnent  of  risht;  that  unsecured,  it  must  not 
be  abandoned.  But.  sir,  we  are  also  told  that  this 
is  a  measure'altogether  unexampled.  I  ask,  is  it 
just?  is  it  right?  is  it  proper?  If  so,  why  ask 
for  precedent?  Does  this  country  want  a  prece- 
dent in  perfbrming  a  duty  to  itself,  and  to  others? 
Shall  America,  famed  for  its  justice,  search  the 
musty  records  of  the  tyrannical  Governments  of 
Europe,  before  she  determines  to  do  an  act  of 
justice  to  nations?  I  hope  not,  sir;  I  hope  we 
shall  not  suffer  the  pride  or  ambition  of  kings  to 
influence  our  determinations:  I  hope  we  shall 
not,  with  a  view  to  screen  ourselves  from  the 
charge  of  inconsistency— from  the  charge  of  de- 
sertion from  that  political  party  to  which  we  are 
said  to  belong,  draw  down  incalculable  evils  on 
the  country.  Sir,  I  hope  we  shall  not  permit  local 
feeling  or  local  interest  to  influence  us  on  this  oc- 
casion ;  we  are  now  legislating  for  a  great  people, 
bound  together  by  common  ties ;  let  us  discard 
all  minor  considerations  and  consult  the  general 
good.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  enter  my  decickd  dis- 
sent to  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky—^  that  we  need  these  foreigners,  and 
that  our  interest  will  be  promoted  by  encouraging 
their  emigration."  We  want  them  not ;  for  one, 
I  regret  that  such  a  law  as  this  now  proposed 
was  not  adopted  for  years  past,  thereby  giving 
greater  encouragement  to  the  native  seamen  of 
our  country,  (than  whom  there  are  none  superior,) 
and  preventing  some  of  the  points  of  collision 
whtcli  have  unhappily  arisen  between  this  Gov- 
ernment and  others.  Sir,  I  view  this  as  a  nerma- 
nent  municipal  regulation,  and  in  that  light  con- 
ceive most  of  its  excellency  to  consist ;  as  there- 
by the  grounds  of  contention  will  gradually  dis- 
appear, and  not  only  remedy  present  evils,  but 
prevent  our  exposure  to  them  in  future.  We  are 
also  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  is  an  intrench- 
ment  on  the  Executive  power;  that  the  adopting 
aach  regulations  properly  belongs  to  the  treaty- 
makipg  power,  and  to  none  other.  Again,  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  differing  with  the  gentle- 
man ;  but  will  content  myself  with  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  propositions  made 
to  the  British  Government  by  Mr.  Russell,  in  con- 
formity with  instructions  given  him  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe. Sir,  the  necessity  of  a  law  of  Congress  is, 
then,  unequivocally  admitted.    No  man  who  has 


turned  his  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  Con* 
stitution,  and  looked  into  the  varioua  negotiations 
on  the  subject  of  impressment,  can  entertain  a 
doubt  of  the  necessity  of  a  law  to  enable  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  carry  into  effect  any  treaty  which  might 
be  made,  embracing  the  objects  contemplated  by 
this  bill.  Mr.  Pinkney  and  Mr.  Monroe,  in  their 
exposition  of  the  treaty  made  by  them  with  the 
British  €k)vernment,  (in  which  this  subject  was 
not  adjusted,)  expressly  state  'Uhat  its  arrange- 
ment will  greatly  depend  on  the  regulations  which 
Congress  may  adopt.'*  Sir,  if  a  law  is  necessary, 
and  that  it  is  has  over  been  admitted,  why  object 
to  its  adoption  ? 

But  we  are  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  law 
is  HDConstitutional.  Whatever  benefits  f  might 
have  anticipated  as  likely  to  flow  frobi  this  mea- 
sure, had  this  position  been  established,  I  should 
have  ^iven  it  my  decided  negative.  From  the 
requisitions  of  that  sacred  instrument  (which  I 
have  not  only  sworn  to  support,  but  feeling  as 
an  American  that  to  preserve  it  holy  and  to 
guard  it  from  violation  is  the  only  preservative 
of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  my  country,)  I 
will  never  depart  from  it.  But,  sir,  on  this  oc- 
casion no  such  difficulties  present  themselves. 
The  shadow  of  a  doubt  never  rested  on  my  mind. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  At* 
cbbr)  has  so  fully  refuted  the  argument  of  my 
friend  from  Pennsjrlvania  (Mr.  Sbybbbt,  for 
whose  learning  and  ingenuity  no  man  can  think 
more  highly)  founded  on  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  this  law,  ^hat  little  I  conceive  need  be 
said  by  me  on  the  subject  Sir,  the  Constita* 
tion  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  compact  be- 
tween the  several  States  composing  this  ffreat 
Union,  by  which  th^y  biud  themselves  to  submit 
to  a  General  Government;  while  they  vest  in 
the  Legislature,  thus  established  for  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  wnole.  the  power  to  prescribe  the 
rule  by  which  persons  not  entitled  to  the  privi- 
leged of  the  compact  are  to  enter  in  and  become 
entitled  under  the  stipulation  prescribed.  Sir, 
we  now  propose  to  exercise  that  right,  so  vested 
in  us.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  regulate  commerce  and  navigation,  by 
which  the  exclusion  can  be  extended  even  to  our 
native  citizens:  but  will  barely  remark  that  I 
roust  be  permitted  to  question  the  competency  of 
my  friend  from  Pennaylvania,  when  he  attempu 
to  become  an  expounder  of  constitutions.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  related  a  con- 
versation between  a  Marquis  of  France  and  Lord 
Shelburne,  the  British  Minister,  in  which  the  lat- 
ter is  represented  as  saying  to  the  former,  '^  Had 
France  held  out,  had  she  not  lowered  in  her  de- 
mands, she  would  have  obtained  everything  she 
asked."  And  this  is  the  line  of  conduct  the  gen- 
tleman would  prescribe  for  us.  Sir,  the  only 
terms  we  want  are  those  which  justice  dictates 
-and  right  demands.  I  trust  our  Government  will 
never  require  more.  I  trust  we  shall  nor  engage 
in  a  political  game  of  ^nif,  in  which  I  am  in* 
formed  by  those  who  profess  to  be  adepts,  that  the 
principal  requisites  are  to  keep  a  serene  coonte- 
nsnoe»  hold  op  your  baad,  and  brag  moat  laatUy ; 
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and  should  yoQr  adrersary  happ«Q  to  have  Uss 
firmDess,  yoa  are  sure  to  gaia  your  point.    Is  this 
the  course  gentlemea  would  advise  for  this  (tor- 
ero meat — a  Gorerament  distinguished   for  its 
love  of  justice  and  determination  to  do  right — 
unambitious  of  conquest,  unwilling  to  intrench 
upon  the  rights  of  others,  merely  anxious  to  re- 
tain her  own  ?    I  hope,  sir,  no  act  of  ours  will 
ever  work  the  forfeiture  of  this  character.    And 
now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  should,  in  compliance  with 
my  promise  to  detain  thif  Oommittee  but  a  few 
minutes,  be  content  to  take  my  seat,  but  for  the 
observations  which  fell  from  my  colleague  (Mr. 
Pbarson)  on  yesterday.    Sir,  in  his  then  com* 
mentary  on  the  speech  of  a  former  day,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  say  1  could  but  admire  the  tenacity 
with  which  the  j^enileman  adhered  to  the  pledf^e 
by  him  before  given ;  and  1  must  also  be  permu- 
ted   to  express  the  great  pleasure  I  feel  at  the 
ffenerottity  and  magnanimity  which  my  colleague 
has   manifested—for,  sir,  he  tells  us,  "Qo  all 
lengths  with  me  in  the  course  which  I  have  chalked 
out,  and  then  I  will  go  a  great  way  with  you." 
Sir,  this  is  vastly  generous,  and  for  one  I  feel  dis* 
posed  to  be  very  thankful  to  the  gentleman  for  hb 
accommodating  spirit.    My  colleague,  Mr.  Chair* 
man,  appeared  to  be  laboring  to  impress  us  with 
the  belief  that  we  did  not  owe  protection  even  to 
our  naturalized  citizens,  and  with  this  view  ques- 
tioned the  right  of  expatriation  under  any  cir- 
cumstances.   Sir,  the  gentleman  supposed  a  case 
which  is  directly  at  variance  with  the  established 
usages  of  nations,  which  can  alone  fix  the  law-*- 
and  from  this  case  attempted  to  prove  his  posi* 
tioD.    ^  Suppose  (says  the  gentleman)  an  Ameri- 
^  can  should  leave  his  oountry,  become  paturalized 
'  according  to  the  laws  of  England,  would  he  be 
<  deprived  of  the  right  of  holding  lands  in  this 
«  country  7"    This,  I  say,  sir,  would  entirely  de- 
pend on  the  municipal  ref^^lations  which  might 
be  enforced  by  the  country  which  he  has  thus 
abandoned.    Sir,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  alle- 
ffianbe.    Sir,  this  is  a  fictitious  case,  and,  apply- 
ing it  as  the  gentleman  would  wish,  is  indeed  fic- 
tion all — we  cannot  serve  two  masters.     Mr. 
Chairman,  I  request,  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  give 
to  this  subject  a  moment's  serious  reflection  \  to 
take  a  view  of  the  embarrassment  its  rejection 
would  give  to  the  Executive;  to  view  it  dispas- 
sionately, and  not  suffer  the  varmth  of  their  na- 
tures to  get  the  better  of  their  judsments.    I  hope, 
sir,  the  bill  will  pass:  I  am  firmly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  its  advantages  will  be  many 
and  lasting ;  and,  so  viewing  it,  shall  give  it  my 
decided  support. 

Mr.  Rb£a  followed  Mr.  Kino  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  opposed  the  motion  for  striking  out  the 
first  section. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  though  he  dbliked  the  delay  which  prievented 
its  being  sooner  proposed. 

Mr.  PicKBNa. — Mr.  Chairman,  with  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Committee,  I  will,  in  a  few  words, 
present  you  with  my  views  upon  this  question. 

The  highest  argument  with  me  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  is  in  the  iatrinsic  justice  of  the  principle  it 


contains,  and  its  consistency  with  our  own  pro- 
fessions on  the  subject  of  impressment.    This  will 
appear  evident  from  a  fair  view  of  the  point  of 
difference  between  hsand  our  enemy  on  this  sub- 
ject.   What  is  that  point?    It  is  this :  Our  (Gov- 
ernment has  ever  contended  that  its  flag  should 
Srotect  the  seamen  employed  under  it.     Qreat 
Iritain  asserts  the  right  of  seizing  and  impress^ 
ing  from  on  hoard  our  vessels  her  own  subjects. 
Our  position  is  sonported  by  two  conclusive  rea- 
sons: 1.  As  the  nag  represents  the  sovereignty 
of  the  nation  to  which  it  belongs,  any  violence 
on  those  over  whom  it  waves,  is,  through  it,  an 
act  of  war  on  the  national  sovereignty,  and  in- 
consistent with  a  state  of  dignified  peace ;  2.  The 
power  of  making  impressments 'from  our  vessels, 
IS,  from  its  very  nature,  liable  to  constant  and 
serious  abuse,  which  our   experience  has  too 
strongly  proved  in  the  thousands  of  our  citizens, 
native  as  well  as  naturalized,  who  have  been 
seized  as  British  subjects,  and  are  now  compelled 
to  fight  against  their  country.    This  reason  urges 
itself  more  forcibly  as  respects  Britain  and  Amer- 
ica, whose  inhabitants  have  the  same  language 
and  manners,  than  it  does  between  any  other 
coontries  of  the  world,  most  of  which  have  strik- 
ing peculiarities  from  which  their  seamen  may 
be  distinguished.      Whatever  propriety,  there- 
fore, there  miffht  have  been  in  former  times  in 
the  exercise  of  the  power  which  England  stylet 
<*  her  ancient  and  accustomed  practice  of  impress- 
ment," as  relates  to  other  countries,  reason  and 
experience  unite  in  declaring  that,  as  respects 
America,  it  cannot  be  tolerated.    If,  then,  our 
principle  be  correct,  that  the  flag  is  to  be  viewed 
as  the  only  criterion  between  our  seamen  and 
those  of  Britain ;  if  it  is  to  be  a  sanctuary  to  all 
persons  employed  under  it  \  justice  requires  that 
those  employed  should  be  rightfully  there;  other- 
wise, we  should  act  unjustly  and  inconsistently 
with  our  own  principles.    If  we  admit  as  seamen 
persons  who  are  the  rightful  property  of  another 
State  which  may  want  them,  and  give  them  the 
protection  of  our  flag,  our  Grovernment  becomes 
directly  an  instrument  of  injustice  and  injury  to 
such  other  State,  and  will  be  bound,  in  justiee 
and  fair  dealing,  to  make' remuneration  to  the 
injured  country,  in  the  usual  mode  of  dealing 
between  nations. 

It  is  a  position,  not  denied,  that  a  State  has  a 
right  to  the  service  of  its  citizens  or  subjects,  until 
they  shall  have  been  regularly  adopted  by  another 
country,  and  while  they  are  without  the  jurisdic- 
tion or  any  nation.  The  only  relation  between 
an  alien  not  naturalized  and  his  new  State  arises 
from  residence  merely  ;  and  when  that  ceases, 
the  relation  ends.  The  moment  he  sets  his  fooC 
beyond  the  jurisdictional  limite  of  the  State,  he 
is  subject  to  be  reclaimed  by  his  former  Sover- 
eign ;  provided  it  may  be  done  without  violating 
the  real  or  representative  sovereignty  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  iu  dominion,  or  its  flag.  To 
render  just  our  side  of  the  contest,  it  is,  therefore, 
our  duty  to  exclude  from  employment  in  our  ves- 
sels, as  seamen,  the  subjects  of  went  Britain  not 
naturalized,  and  whom  that  nation  wants.    TMa 
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is  the  Icadiog  object  of  the  bill,  and  will  embrace 
nine-tenths  of  the  persons  proposed  by  it  to  be 
excluded  from  nsTal  employment.  The  only 
remaining  class  will  be  those  aliens  who  may  in 
future  come  into  the  country,  and  first  become 
naturalized.  Among  this  class  you  will  find  few 
seamen.  Those  who  become  citizens  by  fire 
years'  residence  are  of  &  diflferent  description. 
The  whole  class  of  persons  excluded  from  the 
protection  of  our  flag,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  ex* 
ce^t  such  as  justice  and  consistency  already  re* 
quire,  is  merely  nominal,  and  their  exclusion  is  a 
mere  question  of  policy,  without  any  considera- 
tion of  duty  or  obligation. 

But,  gentlemen  ha^e  cited,  with  some  empha- 
sis, the  conduct  of  England,  whose  'naTigation 
laws  adopt  as  citizens  the  seamen  of  other  coun- 
tries, on  their  marriage  in  the  Kingdom,  or  two 
years'  residence.  How  this  applies.  I  cannot  see, 
unless,  indeed,  they  consider  the  sanction  of  Brit- 
ish policy  too  sacred  to  be  denarted  from.  I 
would,  howerer,  ask  them,  whetner  it  would  not 
be  a  more  dignified  policy  in  our  Oorernment  to 
ndopt  a  course  which  justice  and  prudence  an* 
proTed — pursue  it  ourselves,  and  enforce  its  ob- 
serTance  by  others — than  to  blunder  on  in  the 
errors  of  other  countries  ?  But,  if  the  terms  of 
naturalization  in  England  were  equally  favorable 
in  all  cases,  we  would  still  have  the  advantage  in 
encouraginff  emigration,  owing  to  the  freedom  of 
our  laws,  the  variety  of  employment,  and  the 
price  of  labor.  Among  those  who  choose  a  reg* 
ular  residence  here,  and  become  entitled  to  the 
rights  of  citizens,  seafaring  men  are  rarely  to  be 
found.  The  only  question  is,  whether  the  exclu* 
aion  of  this  nominal  lilass  of  persons,  from  em- 
plojrment  in  our  vessels,  will  afiford  us  advantages 
equivalent  to  those  which  would  arise  from  their 
service?  By  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill,  its 
operation  is  confined  to  nations  making  a  similar 
regulation,  and  desisting  from  impressment ;  yet, 
the  ffentleman  froin  Marvland  (Mr.  Wright) 
could  see  no  provision  relating  to  impressment, 
nor  did  he  beheve  that  such  word  was  mentioned. 
in  the  bill.  The  gentleman,  however,  is  excusa- 
ble, as  it  seems  he  never  had  read  4he  bill  uhtil  he 
opposed  it. 

The  advantages  from  such  an  arrangement  will 
be,  to  wiuve  the  long  and  useless  disputes  about 
expatriation ;  it  will  silence  all  doubts  about  the 
character  of  persons  employed  in  our  vessels. 
Wherever  the  American  flag  waves,  we  will  all 
know,  and  surrounding  nations  will  also  know 
that  it  covers  none  but  our  own  seamen :  all  temp- 
tation to  violate  it  will  cease.  Should  a  man  be 
touched  by  foreign  hands,  he  will  at  once  be  iden- 
tified  as  a  son  of  this  country ;  and  I  hesitate  not 
to  believe,  that  we  will  all  defend  him  to  the  last 
extremity.  For  the  protection  of  mere  aliens,  in 
the  abstract,  I  protest  against  wasting  the  blood 
and  property  ot  my  countrymen. 

Another  nowerrnl  reason  in  favor  of  such  a 
measure  is  tnis :  that  it  is  incumbent  on  us  so  to 
define  the  grounds  of  contest,  and  present  them 
in  such  a  view,  that  we  may  stand  justified  in  our 
own  eyas,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.    This  is 


a  duty  every  nation  at  war  owes  in  justice  to  its 
own  character,  and  which  we  can  now  discharge 
in  no  other  way. 

But,  we  are  asked  this  common  question  by 
every  one  who  has  opposed  the  bill :  Why  adopt 
this  measure  now?  The  time  forms  a  ^eater 
objection  with  many  than  the  substance  of  the 
measure.  From  this,  it  has  been  viewed  as  a  con- 
cession to  the  enemy — a  retreat  from  the  bold 
attitude  which  our  country  has  assumed.  A  con- 
siderate retrospect  of  our  afihirs  will  prove  the 
present  session,  of  ail  other  times,  the  most  pro- 
per for  defining  by  law  our  grounds  of  contest  on 
this  point. 

This  is  the  first  session  of  Congress  since  our 
late  disputes  with  England,  which  has  found  our 
principal  grounds  of  difference  narrowed  down 
to  the  single  silibject  of  impressment.  This  has 
been  one  among  the  other  very  important  mat- 
ters under  negotiation  for  fiwe  years  past,  until 
all  amicable  prospects  vanished.  About  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Isst  session  it  was  known,  as 
well  in  England  as  America,  that  the  spirit  of 
our  country  was  at  length  roused  to  a  serious 
height.  Tnen  it  was  that  the  outrage  on  the 
Chesapeake,  so  lohg  unatoned  for,  was  adjusted* 
The  Orders  in  Council  and  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment remained,  by  which  our  property  and 
our  citizens  were  exposed  to  unlawful  seizure. 
The  former,  affecting  our  interest,  had  been  made 
the  most  serious  subject  of  negotiation,  for  some 
years  before  the  declaration  of  war,  though  the 
latter  was  a  subject  appealing  more  strongly  to 
our  humane  interposition.  The  measures  of  last 
session  were  marked  by  features  which  could  not 
be  misunderstood  by  Qreat  Britain,  and  finally 
war  was  declared.  Very  shortly  afterwards,  an 
excuse  was  mustered  up,  and  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  repealed.  Now  we  have  convened,  find- 
ing for  the  first  time  our  grounds  of  the  war.  as 
respects  the  prospective,  drawn  to  a  single  point, 
it  therefore  becomes  us  as  a  great  and  honorable 
nation  to  define  our  claims  as  regards  that  point, 
that  we  ourselves  tnay  understand  it  clearly ;  that 
our  enemy  may  understand  it;  that  the  whole 
world  may  know,  that  while  we  will  <^ontend  to 
the  last  extremity  for  our  own  rights,  we  want 
no  other.  This  obligation  was  not  so  strongly 
imposed  on  us  at  the  time  of  declaring  war.  as 
there  existed  then,  exclusive  of  this,  another  am- 
ple cause  of  war,  clearly  defined  and  universally 
admitted  to  be  such. 

If,  then,  we  are  bound  to  define  some  claims  in 
regard  to  impressments,  how  else  can  this  be 
done  than  by  a  law  proposing  the  terms  on  which 
we  are  witling  to  meet  our  enemy  m  peace? 
There  are  but  two  modes  of  defining  and  ar- 
ranging our  connexion  with  other  countries;  by 
treaty,  or  by  municipal  laws,  regulating  the  con- 
duct of  our  own  citizens  on  the  subject.  As  to 
the  former,  the  door  of  expectation  is  shot.  Ne- 
gotiation has  been  incessantly  tried  on  our  part 
until  the  declaration  of  war,  which  was  «onciu* 
sive  evidence  that  we  believed  all  further  essays 
would  hfeve  been  vain.  To  have  passed  a  law 
while  the  prospeet  of  n  treaty  was  open,  would 
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haTe  been  impoKlic,  as  it  would  expose  oor  band 
to  our  adTersary.  It,  therefore,  remains  clear, 
that  the  oulj  mode  now  left  us  of  defiaiog  the 
ffrounds  on  which  we  contend,  is  by  an  act  of 
tne  Liei^islature. 

HaviDC,  theO|  in  the  only  way  in  our  power, 
defined  the  ereat  question  of  controversy,  1  trust 
that,  iDstead  of  retreating  from  the  contest,  all 
sides  of  this  House,  and  ail  pans  of  this  nation, 
will  unite  in  defending,  with  their  utmost  ener- 
ftea^  their  undoubt^  rights.    - 

It  IS  strange  that  gentlemen  should  style  an 
act  of  justice  which  a  nation  owes  its  own  char- 
acter, a  concession,  a  retreat  from  its  imposing' 
attitode.  The  height  of  true  bravery  consists  in 
selecting  just  and  noble  objects,  and  in  attaining 
them  at  ail  hazards.  On  the  other  side,  it  may 
be  asked,  if  justice  and  consistency  with  our  own 
principles  require  the  exclusion  of  afien  seamen? 
Have  we  not  acted .  unjustly  in  nedecting  to 
make  such  exclusion  heretofore?  A  sufficient 
answer  will'  be  found  in  our  repeated  essays  to 
adjust  this  point  by  treaty.  Having  ever  been 
ready  and  willing  on  our  part,  it  lies  not  in  the 
mouth  of  the  enemy  to  complain. 

My  views  as  to  the  purpose  and  effect  of  this 
measure  are  somewhat  different  from  those  of  my 
coUeaffoe,  (Mr.  Pcarson,)  who  yesterday  ad- 
dressed you.  He  advocates  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  used  b^  the  Executive  as  another 
advance  to  the  British  Grovernmelit,  and  as  it 
may  have  the  effect  of  producing  at  least  as  good 
a  treaty  as  that  formerly  agreed  on  by  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney  with  the'  British  CommtS' 
sioners.  Oor  advances  have  already  gone  far 
enoiQgh}  a  further  advance  on  our  part  would  ,be 
worse  than  vain.  Nor  do  I  see  how  my  colleague 
can  reconcile  the  passage  of  a  law  to  exclude 
from  our  service  British  seamen,  under  strict 
rules  and  hi^h  penalties,  while  he  would  accept 
a  treaty,  tvhich,  if  it  meant  anything  on  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment,  sanctioned  this  right  of  im- 
pressment from  our  vessels.  The  treaty  alluded 
to  was  silent  on  the  subject^  yet  a  note  from  Lords 
Auckland  and  Holland,  the  British  Commission- 
ers, held  out  as  a  security  from  that  evil,  was 
merely  a  promise  that  cautioi^  should  be  used  in 
exercisinff  the  right  of  impressment  on  board  of 
our  vessels,  to  make  as  few  mistakes  as  possible. 
Now,  if  this  was  intended  to  mean  aaythio^,  it 
was,  in  plain  terms,  a  recognition  of  their  right 
to  seize  persons  on  board  of  our  vessels  whom 
they  might  believe  to  be  British  subjects.  If  this 
bill  goes  into  operation,  it  will  answer  the  alleged 
purpose  of  impressment)  as,  if  it  Excludes  Brit* 
ish  seamen  from  our  ships,  it  would  be  absurd  to 
allow  of  the  power  of  impressing  them  there; 
unless,  indeed,  we  are  willing  to  appeal  from  the 
judgments  of  our  civil  officers  charged  with  this 
doty,  and  acting  under  the  highest  sanctions,  to 
the  capdce  of  every  naval  officer  that  meets  our 
vessels,  and  who  may  pass  on  the  character  of 
oor  crews  by  inspection. 

It  is  of  much  importance  that,  between  Eujg- 
land  and  America,  this  rule  should  become  the 
invariable  law,  that  the  flag  should  protect  the 


seamen  under  it  $  for  there  can  be  no  other  safe 
criterion  by  which  the  persons  of  the  two  eouno- 
tries  can  be  identified.  As  to  other  na-tions,  they 
have  characteristics  of  language,  of  person,  and 
of  manners,  less  liable  to  mistake;  Every  argu- 
ment of  reason  and  humanity  protests  against 
leaving  the  fate  of  the  freeborn  sons  of  the  coun- 
try subject  to  the  will  of  a' British  officer,  whoae 
mistakes,  whether  real  or  pretended,  may  jeopar- 
dize their  liberties  forever. 

All  the  geittlemen  opposed  to  the  bill  have 
treated  it  rather  as  if  it  were  a  Treaty  of  Peaee 
than  anything  else.  They  charge  it  as  an  a^n- 
donment  of  ourcitizens  heretofore  impressed,¥nd 
of  other  claims  yet  unsettled.  Sir,  the  bill  haa 
nothing  more  in  view  than  to  define  prospectively 
the  grounds  on  which  we  propose  to  conduct  our 
maritime  intercourse  when  all  causes  in  dispute 
shall  have  been  satisfactorily  settled.  It  propose* 
to  sift,  in  future,  foreign  ch^ff  from  what  is  purely 
Americah.  Instead  of  surrendering  any  one  ri^ht, 
it  will  the  better  shield  those  we  are  bound  to 
defend.  It  -would  form  a  distinct  boundary  to 
oor  own  maritime  rights,  within  which  the  na« 
tional  energies  would  forever  intrench  them  frpm 
violation.  Yes,  sir,  all  within  that  boundary 
would  be  defeiided,  while  we  had  an  inch  of 
ground  to  support  us.  Purely  American  rights 
would  be  encircled  about  the  American  standard, 
and  the  national  spirit  would  raise  a  wall  of  fire 
around  them. 

Mr.  MoKiit  spoke  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
section ;  when  the  question  was  taken  and  lost 
without  division. 

Mr.  WftiOHT  moved  to  strike  out  the  eighth  sec^ 
tion  of  the  bill,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  foU 
lowing: 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if,  after  this  act 
shall  go  into  operation,  any  native  or  naturalized  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  shall  be  impressed  fit>m  on 
board  any  ship  or  vessel  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  or  belonging  to  any  such  ship  or  vessel, 
on  shore,  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  eanse  to  be  seized 
any  seaiasn  of  such  nation,  from  on  board  any  vessef ' 
of  such  nation,  or  in  any  port  of  the  United  States,  and 
htm  place  en  hoard  some  one  of  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  there  keep  as  a  hand,  until  the' 
American  seeonen  as  aforesaid  impressed  shall  be  given 
up." 

Mr.  Wright  supported  his  proposition  at  some 
length,  on  the  ground  that  if  a  peace  should  be 
the  consequence  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  provis- 
ion ought  to  be  made  for  the  protection  of  our 
own  seamen,  naturalized  as  well  as  native. 

The  proposition  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  QaoNnr 
and  Bacon. 

Mr.  RiDOBUT  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  rise,  report  progress,  and  have  leave 
to  sit  again ;  which  was  carried,  55  to  40. 


Saturoay,  February  6. 

Mr.  Gb£V£s,  from  the  Comtnittee  of  Ways  ami 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  remit  the  claims  of  the 
United  States  to  certain  goods,  wa^es,  and  mer- 
chandise, captured   by  private  armed  vessels; 
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wbich  was  read  twice,  and  commtUed  Co  a  Com- 
mlttee  oi*  tbe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BABBfiTT,  from  the  Committee  oq  the  Na- 
val Bstablishmeot,  presented  a  bill  supplemen- 
tary to  "An  acl  to  increase  the  Nayy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;"  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  ^  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  building  of 
six  sloops  of  war,  and  four  others  for  the  Lake 
service,  and  to  put  out  of  comm'issibn,  after  the 
completion  of  these  vessels,  such  of  the  gunboats  as 
the  public  service  may  not  require.] 

Mr.  Boyd,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,  reported  a  biU  to  encourage  the 
making  of  salt  at  the  United  States'  saline,  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,  by  the  partial  introduction  of 
negroes  therein ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday 
next.  ' 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 

the  Commissioners  of  the  Siokng  Fund,  of  their 

proceedings  subsequent  to  their  report  of  the  5th 

of  February,  1812;  which  was  referred  to  the 

'Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting statements  of  the  annual  payments  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt  and  of  the  Revolution* 
ary  government,  nrepared  in  obedience  to  a  res- 
olution of  the  22a  ultimo;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  District  Court  for  the  District  of  Maine 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PROTECTION  TO  MANUPACTURBfl. 

Mr.  Newton  communicated  to  the  House  the 
following  letters : 

WA8HiK»Toir,  February  6,  1813. 

Sim :  The  object  of  my  petition  is  to  obtsin  a  daty 
on  the  importation  of  all  copper  which  shall  have  been 
manufactured  into  sheets  or  bolts.  It  is  not  with  me 
an  object,  at  present,  to  have  a  duty  laid  on  copper 
wire ;  bat  I  conceive  there  is,  at  least,  every  reason  in 
Imvor  of  a  duty  on  wire,  that  exists  for  a  duty  on 
sheets  or  bolts.  At  the  same  time  that  a  duty  is  asked 
on  copper  so  manufactured,  I  would  suggest  the  leav- 
ing of  copper,  in  a  orude  state,  to  be  free  from  duty. 

The  materials  which  I  have  manufactured,  have  been 
copper  in  an  unrefined  state,  which  has  been  imported 
from  the  western  coast  of  South  America^  from  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  from  Caraccas,  from  (fexico,  by  way  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  Havana,  and  from  the  Levant.  The 
quantity  to  be  obtained  from  these  places  is  ample  for 
every  purpose.  The  mines  in  this  country,  so  far  as 
they  have  been  explored,  have  not  furnished  sufficient 
assuimnce  that  a  supply  can  be  obtained  from  them. 
But,  were  the  manufacture  of  copper,  from  the  crude 
state,  more  general  in  practice,  the  increased  fiicilities 
would,  probably,  occasion  the  known  mines  to  be 
wrought. 

I  do  not  know,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  what 
quantity  of  copper,  in  all  its  forms,  is  consumed  in  this 
country ;  perhaps  I  am  not  far  from  the  amount  when 
I  say»  five  hundred  tons,  annually. 


I  understand,  from  Mr.  Revere,  that, he  can  manu- 
facture, taking  the  material  in  a  crude  state,  from  one 
to  two  hundred  tons.  I  can  manufacture,  with  my 
works,  in  their  present  state,  one  hundred  tons  annu- 
ally ;  and  I  can,  if  I  consider  the  business  as  affording 
sufficient  encouragement,  construct  them  so  as  to  dou- 
ble that  quantity.  Mr.  Livingston,  I  suppose,  can  ef- 
fect as  much  as  either  Mr.  Revere  or  myself. 

Considering  the  progress  of  these  work»,  and  that 
laying  a  duty  will  produce  others,  probably,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  works  in  this  country  will,  at  no  distant 
period,  be  constructed  to  refine  and  manufacture  as 
much  copper  as  can  be  consumed  in  the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  a  duty  on  crude  copper,  it  may  be  a 
question  whether  the  object  of  revenue,  or  encour- 
agement to  the  infant  manufacture^  should  preponder- 
ate. I^  for  the  sake  of  revenue,  a  duty  ought  to  be 
laid,  I  would  conceive  every  doubt  must  be  extin- 
guished as  to  the  policy  of  laying  a  duty  on  the  mate- 
rial, in  a  higher  state  of  manufacture.  But,  consider- 
ing the  uncertainty  of  an  early  resource  in  our  own 
mines,  and  the  assistance  wliich  manufactures  re- 
quire, in  order  to  prosper  in  theb  first  introduction  into 
the  counlry,  I  trust  it  will  be  judged  good  policy  to  ex- 
tend to  those  now  rising  the  advantage  of  having  the 
crude  material  exempt  from  duty. 

When  the  mines  of  this  country  afford  an  expecta- 
tion that  they  will  be  adequate  to  our  wants,  it  may 
then  become  a  question  whether  the  crude  copper  from 
Spanish  America  and  the  Levant  may  also  be  indn- 
ded  among  articles  paying  a  duty. 

I  have  not  here^the  means  of  showing,  and  I  cannot 
state,  with  absolute  assurance  of  the  frict,  that  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  the  copper  from  South  America 
has  been  usually  manufiietured  in  Great  Britain.  In 
former  times,  the  most  of  that  copper  went  to  Ca- 
dis; and,  I  believe,  -a  considerable  portion  found  its 
way  to  Bngland.  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
inquire  particularly  into  this  subject ;  but  I  beUeve 
from  such  loose  information  as  I  have,  that  the  quan- 
tity ^hich  has  gone  usually  to  England  was  consid- 
erable. 

Of  late  years,  considerable  quantities  have  been 
brought  to  this  country,  which,  there  being  but  very 
limited  means  of  working  here,  have  been  shipped  to 
Europe  and  to  Canton,  and  I  believe  to  some  other 
places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

It  may  be  a  question,  whether,  contemplating  a 
duty,  there  should  be  a  distinction  between  braxier's 
copper  and  sheathing  copper  and  bolts.  Sheathing 
copper  and  bolts  being  used  for  ship-building,  I  con- 
ceive to  stand  on  the  same  footing,  and  I  would  sup- 
pose the  same  policy  which  requires  a  duty  on  sail- 
cloth, hemp,  cordage,  and  every  other  imported  arti- 
cle necessary  in  constructing  and  fitting  out  a  ship, 
will  apply  to  copper.  It  need  not  be  fMred  that  this 
duty  will  depress,  in  any  degree  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, the  shipping  interest.  The  tonnage  duty,  and 
the  duty  on  the  articles  mentioned,  I  consider  equally 
objectionablfi.  And  here  I  would  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee,  the  object  of  having 
works  which  may,  by  their  stock  of  copper  in  its  vari- 
ous stages,  necessanly  on  hand,  together  with  appa- 
ratus and  skilful  workmen,  not  less  important,  afford  a 
supply  of  this  article  indispensable  in  time  of  war, 
when  we  may  not  have  the  means  of  importing  it. 

The  duty  on  sheathing  copper  may,  in  some  degree, 
cause  ships  to  be  coppered  in  England,  which,  other- 
wise, would  be  coppered  in  this  country.    But  this  ob- 
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jection  I  Mt  down  u  of  little  avail ;  for,  if  tho  coppor 
» to  be  free  of  duty,  whether  in  the  hold  or  on  the 
bottom  of  the  ▼ewel,  the  only  advantage  from  bring- 
ing it  in  the  Teasel  ia,  that  oar  shipwrights  will  have 
the  employment  of  fastening  it  pn  the  vessel  when  it 
maj  arrive. 

With  regard  to  the  daty  on  brazier's  copper,  it  is  to 
be  considered  that  bat  an  inconsiderable  po^rtion  of 
braxier's  copper  is  used  for  any  other  parpose  than 
that  of  malong  stills.  The  daty  on  that  copper  amounts 
to  Uttl^  else  than  a  tax  on  distillation. 

I  Bay,  confidently,  that  the  braziers  cannot  suffer  any- 
thing of  importance  by  a  duty  on  brazier'e  copper, 

The  daty  on  brazier's  copper  will  not  give  British 
brnzieTs  such  an  advantage  as  to  enable  them  to  com- 
]»eie  with  our  braziers  in  making  stills  and  other  ves- 
sels, to  be  nsed  in  this  country.  The  increased  freight 
of  hollow  ware  is  greatly  against  the  British  brazier. 
The  variety  in  the  capacity,  form,  and  weight  of  stills, 
and  other  vessels  usied  here,  would  oblige  the  import- 
ers of  such  wares  from  England  to  import  a  great  por- 
tion of  unsaleable  vessels. 

The  fact  is,  that,  in  this  country,  the  stills  are  gen- 
erally made  in  the  towns  adjacent  to  the  respective 
distilleriea,  that  the  vessels  may  be  adapted  to  the 
wants,  to  the  circumstances,  and  to  the  caprice  of  the 
re^ipective  distillers  ;  and  if  a  large  quantity  of  stills  of 
any  given  form,  capacity,  or  weight,  or  any  assortment 
that  could  be  preconceived,  were  imported,  a  great  por- 
tion would,  in  general,  be  without  purchasers.  Prom  the 
knowledge  I  have  already  acquned  on  the  subject,  I 
consider  a  tailor  as  having  as  much  reason  to  fear  that 
a  duty  on  dotii  will  cause  ready-made  clothes  to  be 
imported  from  England,  as  that  the  braziers  in  this 
oonntry  have  anything  to  fear  from  this  duty. 

I  have  stated  that,  with  ray  present  works,  1  can 
mannfiicture  one  hundred  tons  annually.  I  am  not 
here  prepared  vrith  testimony  ef  this  frict,  but  I  will,  if 
required,  produce  evidence  which  shaU  be  satisftetoiy. 
The  quality  I  state  to  be  excelled  by  none. 

I  have  now  on  hand  about  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty tons  of  crude  copper.  Should  importations  from 
England  be  free  in  a  short  space  of  time,  and  no  duty 
be  laid,  an  inundation  of  sheet  copper  may  force  me 
to  seek  a  foreign  market  instead  of  having  it  manu- 
factured, as  in  that  case,  I  might  not  choose  to  contest 
with  the  British  manufoctures,  which  have  been  cen- 
turies in  progressive  improvement,  and  which  have  at- 
tained to  such  great  peifection. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  H0LLIN68W0RTH. 

Hon.  Trojcas  NxwToir,  ^ 

Chairman  Commifiee  Commerce 

and  Manufaciuree* 

Washiitotov,  Feb.  6,  1813. 

8ia :  The  manufactory  which  I  am  interested  in  is 
capable,  on  its  present  establishment,  to  finish,  with 
one  set  of  workmen,  three  tons  of  copper  a  week,  with- 
out any  extension  of  works ;  by  employing  two  sets 
of  workmen,  we  could  nearly  double  that  quantity. 

In  the  year  1800  or  1801,  we  had  a  contract  with 
the  Navy  Department,  for  a  quantity  of  bolts,  sheets, 
dbc.,  to  the  beet  of  my  recollection  about  860^0  lbs., 
which  we  delivered  in  two  yeats,  without  interfering 
with  our  ordinary  business.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion  I  have  obtained,  there  was  imported,  the  last  year, 
from  England,  into  the  VmM  9tttee,  short  of  five 


hundred  tons  of  copper ;  this  I  consider  to  be  an  unu- 
jiaal  quantity,  as  the  market  had  been  nearly  drained, 
from  the  operation  of  the  non-intercourse  and  non- 
importation laws,  and  many  persons,  who  had  fiinds 
in  England,  ordered  copper  to  be  shipped,  who  have 
not  heretofore  been  importers  of  that  article ;  allowing, 
then,  for  argument,  for  it  is  impossible  to  be  accurate 
without  recurring  to  documents,  that  four  hundred 
tons  are  wanted  annually,  Mr.  Hollingsworth  can 
manulacturo  one  hundred  tons,  Mr.  Livingston  one 
hundred,  and  our  establishment  one  hundred  and  fifry 
tons.  There  cannot  a  doubt  exist  but  each  of  us  could 
double  the  quantity,  providisd  the  Government  should 
protect  us  by  laying  a  duty,  and,  no  doubt,  other  man- 
ufectories  would  be  established. 

We  depend,  for  the  /aw  material,  from  abroad,  viz: 
from  Smyrna,  Sweden,  and  South  America. 

Crude  coppet  being  an  article  of  export  from  thoee 
places,  particularly  Smyrna  and  South  America,  when- 
ever the  merchant  can  be  assured  of  not  sustaining  a 
loss,  he  makes  his  remittance  in  copper,  as  there  being 
no  freight,  the  copper  answering  for  ballast ;  therefore, 
in  time  of  peace,  we  are  sure  of  a  sufficient  supply, 
and  should  we  be  engaged  in  a  long  war,  without  doubt 
some  of  the  mines  in  our  country  would  be  explored. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  quantity  of  copper  raised 
in  England,  crude  copper  is  always  admitted  when 
imported  direct  from  the  place  of  its  origin. 

when  our  revenue  laws,  regulating  the  duty  on 
copper,  were  made,  copper  was  not  used  in  this  country 
for  building  of  vessels ;  in  feet,  at  that  time,  it  was 
only  partially  used  in  Europe.  It  has  since  become 
generd,  both  in  Europe  and  in  this  country ;  the  law, 
therefore,  coald  not  provide  for  this  article,  otherwise 
it  would,  wiU&out  doubt,  as  almost  every  article  used 
in  building  and  equipping  vessels  are  subject  to  duty, 
sav,  cordage,  duck,  sheathing  paper,  and  nails,  dbc. 
The  law  says,  **  copper  in  plates,  pigs,  and  bars,  free ;" 
but  it  /provides  for  all  copper  manufiusturee  paying  a 
duty.  Undef  that  section  the  collectors  demanded  a 
duty  on  bolts  and  sheathing  copper ;  some  importeis 
contended  that  bolts  and  sheathing  was  plates  and 
bars,  and,  by  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of.  the 
United  States,  established  it  so.  When  our  works  were 
erected,  bolts,  particularly,  were  subject  to  duty,  and 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
fectures,  made  on  our  petition,  showed  that,  in  the  year 
1808,  that  committee  was  of  Uie  same  opinion.  I  have 
not,  in  our  petition,  requested  a  duty  on  brazier's  cop- 
per, from  the  opposition  which  our  former  petition  met 
with  from  those  gentlemen;  although  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  they  (the  braziers)  would  not  be 
injured  by  a  duty,  as  brazier's  copper  has  always  been 
at  an  advanced  price  of  sheathing  copper,  more  than 
the  difference  of  cost ;  the  importer  is  the  only  person 
who  can  be  affected,  and  he  will  only  be  obliged  to  re- 
sign part  of  his  profits  to  the  Government ;  and,  I  have 
reason  to  believe/  the  importers  were  really  the  persons 
that  remonstrated  to  our  former  petition,  although 
signed  by  the  coppersmiths  and  braziers.  Our  wish, 
therefore,  is,  to  have  a  duty  that  will  protect  our  man- 
ufactories whenever  the  intercourse  shall  be  restored 
between  this  country  and  England.  For,  whenever 
that  event  takes  place,  our  manufactories  will  be  de- 
stroyed, unless  the  Government  protect  them  by  a  duty. 
Which  is  respectfully  submitted,  dec. 

JOSEPH  W.  REVERE. 
Hon.  Thomas  NzwToar, 

Ch.  Com,  Commerce  and  Manufaciuree. 
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REGULATION  OF  8BAMSN. 

The  House  %^fL\n  resolred  itself  into  a  Com* 
miltee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  regulating  the 
employment  of  foreign  seamen  in  the  armed  ves- 
sels  and  in  the  merchant  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  RiDQELT  made  a  speech  of  some  length, 
explaining  his  ideas  on  this  subject,  and  conclu- 
ded with  moving  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  provide  that  do  person  not  a  native 
should  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  until  the  period  of  probation  of  five  years, 
required  by  our  laws,  should  have  been  completed. 

Mr.  Bibb  having  remarked  that  this  amend- 
ment only  .went  to  explain  aj>rovi8ion  of  the  bill 
not  now  perhaps  sufficiently  clear,  tt  was  adopted 
without  a  division. 

Sundry  other  amendments  were  proposed  by 
Mr.  RiDOBLT,  and  agreed  to. 

Other  amendments  were  proposed  to  the  bill, 
like  that  of  Mr.  Ridgblt,  not  affecting  the  prin- 
ciple, some  of  which  were  agreed  to  and  others 
rejected,  on  which  a  desultory  debate  took  place. 

The  most  important  amendment  mad^  to  the 
bill,  was  the  agreement  of  the  committee  to  k 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Robertson  to  strike  out  the 
last  clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill,  which 
provides  that  the  bill  shall  not  have  effect  except 
as  to  the  seamen  of  such  nation  as  shall  have 
made  reciprocal  arrangements  as  to  the  seamen 
of  tlie  United  Stated. 

About  4  o'clock,  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  8. 

Mr.  BofiD  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Illinois  Territory,  respecting  pre* 
emptioQ  rights  to  lands  in  said  Territory. — Refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  fees  of 
the  constables  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  PoTTER^rom  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Updike,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  discbarge  of  Daniel  Updike  from 
bis  imprisonment;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next. 

The  bill' authorizing  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional officers  in  the  respective  Territories  of  the 
United'  States,  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  granting  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  Collector  of  the  port  and  district 
of  Plymouth,  in  North  Carolina.  The  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  was  announced, 
of  a  confidential  nature.  The  House  was  accord- 
ingly cleared  of  all  .strangers,  and  remained  in 
secret  'session  for  two  or  three  hours.    When  the 


doors  were  opened,  a  messaffefrom  the  Senate  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a 
bill  '*for  the  relief  of  John  Redfieldjr. ;"  and  a  hiU 
^'to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  district  judges.'^ 
And  that  the  Senate  have  also  passed  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  aaeer* 
tain  and  report  a  modeoTexaminioff  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  else* 
tion  \  in  which  two  last-mentioned  bills  and  res* 
oiution  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  cbnenrred  in 
by  the  House;  and  Messrs.  Macon,  Basbbtt, 
and  Milnor,  were  appointed  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  House. 


TcBSDAY,  February  9* 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  George  Nelbin^er  and  others;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  giv- 
ing iurther'time  for  registering  claims  to  lands  in 
the  eastern  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  of  Louisiana,'*  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,  and,  with  the  bill,  committed 
to  a  Committee  ol  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Washingtoa,  praying  for  a  charter 
for  a  new  bank,  were  disehiarged  from  thecoasid- 
eration  of  th^  said  psitition,  and  the  petitioners 
had  l^ve  to  withdraw  theif  jietition. 

Mr.  QoLo;  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  fifth  instant,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  times 
of  holding  the  district  courts  in  the  respective 
districts  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  aod  to  au- 
thorize the  district  judges  to  appoint  commission- 
ers to  take  affidavits  and  bail,  in  certain  eases; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  John 
R^dfield,  junior,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
joint  committee  appointed  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Statefs,  and  of  noti- 
fying the  persons  elected  of  their  election. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  joiiit  committee  appoint- 
ed yesterday  to  ascertain  and  report  a  mode  of 
examining  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident^ and  of  notifyifig,the  persons  elected  of  their 
election,  made  a  report,  in  part;  which  was  read^ 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

JResolved,  Thai  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble 
in  the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representative^ 
on  Wednesday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock :  that  two 

Srsons  be  appointed  tellers,  on  the  part  of  this 
ouse,  to  maae  a  list  of  votes  as  thej  shall  be  de- 
clared :  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
President  of  the  Saaate,  who  shall  aanooaoe  the 
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state  of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elected  to  the 
two  Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall 
be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  persons  elected 
President  and  Vice  President ;  and,  together  with 
a  list  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
two  Houses. 

Messrs.  Macon  and  Tallmadoe  were  appoint- 
ed tellers  on  the  part  of  this  Hoase. 

The  bill  from  t4ie  Senate,  for  increasing  the 
salary  of  the  district  jadges  of  the  Delaware  and 
North  Carolina  districts  having  been  read,  and 
opposition  being  made  to  the  bill  by  Mr.  Harder, 
the  question  was  stated  on  the  rejection  of  the 
bill ;  w^iich  was  adrooated  by  Mr.'  Harper  and 
others,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Borwell,  Black- 
LBDOB,  RinoELT,  and  others. 

The  argument  for  the  rejection  wad,  that  it 
would  be  partial  and  nniost  to  raise  the  salary-  of 
one  or  t^o  officers  of  tne'  Qorernment  without 
raising  all,  and  that  this  was  not  a  proper  time 
for  increasing  the  salaries  of  our  officers  gener- 
ally. On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  that  it 
was  no  argument  against  doing  justice  in  one 
case,  that  other  eases  existed  requiring  relief  or 
remedy. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rejection 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For 
rejection  51,  against  it  44. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  apiM)intment  of  addi- 
tional officers  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  divided  on>  its  passage;  but  a  qao- 
rom  not  having  voted,  a  motion  was  made  to 
Jay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mat  ire. 

REGULATION  OF  SEAMEN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grunot,  the  House  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  report;  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  regulating  the 
employment  of  foreign  seamen  in  the  armed  res- 
sels  and  merchant  service  of  the, United  States. 

All  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  were 
a^creed  to  witlioat  objection,  with  the  exception 
of  the  decision  for  striking  out  the  eighth  section 
of  the  bill,  which  is  in  the  following  words  t 

**  8sc.  8.  And  be  U  further  enaded.  That  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  this  act  shsll  nave  no  effect  or  operation  with 
respect  to  the  employment  as  seamen,  of  the  subjects 
or  citizens  of  any  foreign  nation,  which  shall  not  have 
prohibited  on  board  her  public  and  private  vessels  the 
employment,  as  seamen  or  otherwise,  of  natiTO  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  or  who  shaH  permit  tiie  com- 
manders of  her  paUic  vessels  to  impress  or  take  away 
from  on  board  any  vessel,  sailing  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  any  seaman  or  any  other  person,  not 
being  a  soldier  or  othenrise  in  the  employment  oi  an 
ememj  of  such  nation."       i 

A  division  of  the  question  was  required  by  14 r. 
GauMDT  on  this  amendment ;  and  the  question 
was  stated  on  striking  out  the  first  member  of  the 
above  section,  ending  with  the  words  ^  United 
Slates." 

After  considerable  debate  on  this  proposition, 
the  question  on  conenrring  with  the  committee 
in  striking  out  the  first  clause  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, at  above,  was  deeided  as  follows : 


ysA»--John  Baker,  AbQah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
.Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Brigham,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Chevas, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias  Earle, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  F|tch,  Thos.  R.  Gold, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  B.  Grosvenor,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Philip  6.  Key,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Archibald  McBryde,  Aleian- 
der  McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Orms- 
by,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed, 
Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Thomas 
Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leoiiard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson— 66. 

Naits — ^Willis  Alston,  jr^  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Eaekiel  Bacon«  David 
Baid,  William  Barnett,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilUam  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  BrowBt 
William  A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  CarTt 
Matthew  Clay,  Jas.  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  Wm.  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  Saml. 
Dinsmoor,  WilUam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thos.  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  William  R.  King,  Peter  Little,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah  Met- 
calf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pieasanttf, 
jun.,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Eben- 
ezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawrer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Wjlliam  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
Peleg  Tallman,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jun.,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  William 
Widgery,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. — 60. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  clause  or  member 
of  the  section  be  not  stricken  out. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  atriking  out 
the  remainder  of  the  aectiott,  and  decided  as 
follows : 

Yb AS— Willis  Alston;  junior,  WilHam  Anderson* 
Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Baekiel  Bacon,  Wil- 
liam Barnett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Har- 
manus Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breekenridge, 
Elijah  Brigham,  WilKam  BuUer,  John  C.  Calhomi, 
Frs.  Carr,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Jamai  Cochran,  Thomas  B.  Cooke, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Bmott, 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.Oold,Chariee 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grundy,  Ja- 
cob Huthr,  John  M.  HynSman,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jos.  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key.  Wm.  R. 
King,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thos,  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Sam- 
uel L.  MitchiJI,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbeld,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkfh,  jun^  James  Pleas- 
ante,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
ddph,  WiUiam  Reed,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Thomas  B. 
Robertson,  Thomaa  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  S^f  - 
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bert,  Bamiiel  Shaw,  Qeorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  David  R. 
Williams,  and  Thomas  Wilson— 84. 

Nats-— David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm.  Black- 
ledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BurweH,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Craw- 
ford, John  Davenport,  junior,  Roger  Davis,  William 
Findley»  James  Fisk,  Mesback  Franklip,  Edwin  Gray, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Boiling  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  William 
Kennedy,  Peter  Little,  William  McCoy,  Alexander 
KcKim,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Eben- 
exer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  George  M^  Troup,  Rob- 
ert WhitehUI,  Wm.  Widgery,  and  Robt.  Wright— 37. 

So  the  latter  clause  of  the  eighth  section  was 
•tricken  oat.  Some  other  verbal  amendments 
iiaTiDg  been  made, 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  ^first 
section  of  the  bill,  ezeept  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

'*  That,  from  and  after  the  termination  of  the  war 
in  which  the  United  States  are  now  engaged  with  the 
united  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  (which 
termination  is  to  be  ascertained  and  taken  from  the 
date  of  a  proclamation,  to  be  issued  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  declaring  the  same,)  all  the  offi- 
cers, and  three-fourths,  at  least,  of  all' the  persons  who 
shall  be  employed  as  seamen  or  sailors  on  board  any 
public  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
ship  or  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  natural  born  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
or  citizens  thereof  at  the  termination  of  such  war, 
or  servants  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  per- 
sons, who,  being  resident  in  the  United  States,  shall, 
at  the  time  of  parsing  this  act,  have  declared  their 
intention  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed  on  the 
Uth  day  of  April,  1808,  entitled  <  An  act  to  esUblish 
ji  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,'  and  shall  have  been 
admitted  as  such,  acoording  to  the  provisions  of  said 
act:  Pravukd,  however.  That,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war  now  existing  between  the  united  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  France,  no  persons, 
being  natives  of  either  of  said  countries,  shall  be  em- 
ployed, as  officers,  mariners,  seamen,  or  sailors,  on 
board  the  public  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
ar  the  ships  o)r  vessels  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
unless  such  persons  shall  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States  at  the  termination  of  the  War  in  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  now  engaged  as  aforesaid,  or,  being  re*- 
ident  in  the  United  States,  shall,  at  the  time  of  passing 
this  act,  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citi- 
lens  of  the  United  States,  and  shaH  have  been  admit- 
ted as  such^  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  be- 
fore mentioned.  And  nope  but  ships  or  vessels  navi- 
gated according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  other- 
wise qualified  according  to  law,  and  continuing  to  be 
wholly  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  denominated  and  deemed  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  entitled  to  the  benefits  and  privileges 
appertaining^to  such  ships  or  vessels." 

And  the  House  adjourned  without  deciding  the 
motion* 


WfiDNESDAY,  February  10. 

A  messa||;e  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
formioff  the  House  that,  owing  to  the  indisposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Gaillabo,  the  Senate  have  appointed 
Mr.  Franklin  the  teller,  on  their  part,  at  the 
counting  of  the  votes  of  the  Electors  for  Preaident 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GaoLBON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims . 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susanna  Wiley  i 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
Lewis  Chacberie,"  without  amendment.  The  bill 
was  then  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  CBBva8,from  the  Committee  of  Waja  and 
Means,,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1813; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  presented  a  petition  of  John  Bio- 
ren,  W.  J.  Duane,  and  R«  U.  Weightman,  pray- 
ing the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in  printing 
a  new  and  complete  edition  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  Messrs.  Milnob,  Cbbvbs,  and  Gold, 
were  appointed  the  committee* 

Mr.  BAaeBTT,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  reported  a  bill  extend- 
ing the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  reffulate  the  employment  of  foreign  sea- 
men in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  But, 
aAer  some  desultory  conversation,  the  hour  hav- 
ing approached  for  counting  out  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COUNTING  OF  ELECTORAL  VOTES. 

The  hour  of  12  having  arrived,  the  Senate  en- 
tered the  Hall  of  Representatives,  preceded  by 
their  President,  Secretary,  Sergean^at-Arms,  and 
Doorkeeper,  and  proceeded  to  seats  prepared  for 
them — the  members  of  the  House  having  risen  to 
receive  them,  and  remaining  standing  until  all 
had  entered.  The  President  of  the  Senate  took 
a  seat  which  bad  been  prepared  for  him  at  the 
Speaker's  right  hand,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
'Senate  was  placed  beside  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 
The  Tellers — ^Mr.  Fbanklin  of  the  Senate,  and 
Messrs.  Macon  and  Tallmadob  of  the  House- 
were  sented  at  a  table  in  front  of  the  Speaker's 
ehair^ 

The  President  qf  the  Senate  then  proceeded  to 
open  and  hand  to  the  Tellers  the  sealed  returns 
from  each  State,  which  were  severally  read  aloud 
by  one  of  the  Tellers,  and  noted  down  and  an* 
nouQced  by  the  Secretaries  of  each  House. 

The  votes  having  ail  been  opened  and  read,  the 
following  result  was  announced  from  the  Chair 
by  the  President  of  xhe  Senate,  viz: 
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STATES. 


New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts    - 
Rhode  Island     - 
CoDDeclicut 
Vermont 
New  York 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania    - 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 
Soath  Carolina 
Georgia 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Ohio  -        - 

Lonisiana 

Total 
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8 
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7 
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7 
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3 

— 

3 

- 

128 

89 

131 

86 

RECAPITULATION  OF  BLECTORAL  VOTES. 

Fhr  President  of  the  United  States, 
Jambs  Mauison,  of  Vir^^ioia       ...  128 
Da  Witt  Clinton,  of  New  York      -        -    89 

F\>r  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
Elbridge  Gerry,  of  Massachusetts    -        -  131 
Jarbd  Ingbesoll,  of  Pennsylvania     -       -86 
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The  President  of  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of 
the  joint  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses,  then  an- 
nounced the  state  of  the  votes  to  both  llouses  of 
CoDsress^and  declared  ^  That  James  Maoison,  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  was  duly  elected  President 
of  the  United  States,  for  four  years,  to  commence 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next ;  and  that  £l- 
BRiDOB  Gerrt  was  duly  elected  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  like  term  of  four  years, 
to  commence  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March 
next.'* 

The  two  Houses  then  separated,  and  the  Sen- 
ate returned  to  their  Chamber. 


Thursoay,  February  11. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee,  on 
their  part,  to  join  such  committee  as  this  House' 
may  appoint  on  their  part  to  wait  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  to  inform  him  of 
his  re-eleclion,  for  four  years,  to  commence  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next. 


REGULATION  OF  SEAMEN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  excluding  foreign  seamen  from  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitjcin's  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  a 
proposed  amendment,  bein^  still  under  consider- 
ation, considerable  discussion  took  place  on  it; 
but  it  was  eventually  withdrawn  to  give  way  16 
the  following  motion. 

Mr.  RinoEi«T  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
section  all  the  words  in  brackets,  as  follows: 

Sxc.  1.  Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That  from  and  after  the 
termination,  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  of  the  war  in  whidi 
the  United  States  are  now  engaged  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ  as  seamen,  or 
otherwise,  on  board  of  any  public  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  sailing  under  their  flag,  any  person  or 
persons,  except  natural  bom  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
such  treaty  being  made  and  concluded,  [or  persons 
who,  being  resident  within  the  United  States  at  the 
time  of  such  treaty,  and  having  previously  declared, 
agreeably  to  existing  laws,  their  intention  to  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  as  such 
within  five  years  thereafter  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law,] 

After  some  conversation,  the  motion  was  n^- 
atived  by  yeas  and  nays-^for  it  40,  against  it  80, 
as  follows : 

YxAs — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelbw,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Mar^n  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Archibald  McBiyde,  James  Milnor, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Henry  M. 
Ridgely,  Daniel  Stheney,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip 
Stnart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Daniel  Aveiy,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  William 
Bamett,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Baasett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  WiUUm  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Francis  Carr,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thos.  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Har- 
per, Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  Kennedy,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore,  William 
l^cCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 
Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jon^  William  M.  Richardson,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jon- 
athan Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebe* 
neser  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samue 
Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  WiUiam  Strong 
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John  Taliaferro,  Peleg  Talhnan,  Uri  Traey,  Chariei 
Tarner,  junior,  Robert  WhitehUi,  WiUiam  Widgery, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright 

Mr.  Pitkin  then  renewed  his  motion  to  striice 
out  the  first  section,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
his  substitute. 

Mr.  Bacon  said :  that,  anxious  as  he  was  to 
render  the  proyisions  of  the  bill  acceptable  to  gen- 
tlemen on  all  sides  of  the  House,  ana  particularly 
so  to  those  from  whom  he  had  generally  differed 
in  political  sentiment,  he  had  paid  the  most  re- 
spectful attention  to  every  suggestion  coming  ftom 
that  quarter  which  seemed  to  have  a  tendency 
either  to  improve  its  details,  or  to  render  it  as  little 
objectionable  in  principle  as  possible.  He  believed 
th«t  the  particular  friends  of  the  bill  had  aeted 
generally  under  the  same  dispositions,  and  they 
had  accordingly  very  readily  adopted  almost  every 
proposition  coming  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House  which  had  as  yet  been  su^ffested — it  was 
in  the  same  spirit  that  he  had  paid  the  most  im- 
portant attention  to  the  amendment  ofiered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  and  to  the  argu- 
^lents  by  which  he  had  endeavored  to  enforce  it. 
Mr.  B.  confessed  that  on  the  £rst  view,  the  amend- 
ment proposed  had  impressed  him  rather  favora* 
bly,  and  if  he  had  continued  to  view  it  in  the 
same  light,  he  would  not  have  hesitated  giving  it 
his  support.  A  little  reflection  had,  however, 
very  fully  convinced  him,  that  neither  as  a  funda- 
mental regulation  of  mercantile  policy,  or  as 
adapted  to  suit  the  difficulties  at  present  existing 
on  the  subject  of  our  seamen,  was  it  as  judicious 
a  system  as  that  which  formed  the  biisis  of  the 
original  bilL  Mr.  B.  would  have  remarked,  that 
whatever  sentiments  might  heretofore  have  been 
entertained  by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Pitkin,}  he 
was  happy  now  to  hear  him  acknowledge,  that 
the  Government  evinced  at  this  time  a  disposi- 
tion, in  order  to  meet  the  existing  difficulties  with 
•Oreat  Britain,  to  go  much  farther  in  the  excl<i- 
•ion  of  foreiffn  seamen  from  our  service  than  he 
(Mr.  Pitkin)  thought  either  wise  or  necessary, 
and  he  was  glad  that  an  opportunity  had  arrived 
by  which  the  majority  of  the  House  could  evince 
tbetr  sincerity  in  wishing  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  reiAove  every  plausible  ground  of 
eompiaint  on  the  subjefct  of  harboring  or  employ- 
ing British  seamen  in  our  public  or  private  ves- 
aeis;  in  truth,  that  we  were  wHliog  to  subject 
ourselves  to  greater  inconveniences,  in  order  to 
lake  away  the  grounds  on  which  the  British  claim 
of  impressment  rested,  than  the  gentleman  him- 
self thoug]it  we  could  justly  be  required  to  do. 
With  this  remark,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  would  proceed 
to  state  the  objections  which  he  had  to  thesys- 
teaa  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  |rentleman 
in  lieu  of  the  one  contained  in  the  bill  itself. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  bill  it  is  proposed, 
after  the  termination  of  the  present  war,  to  ex- 
clude altogether  from  our  service  the  seamen  of 
all  foreign  nations  who  may  make  a  reciprocal 
exclusion  of  our  seamen  from  their  service.  The 
effect  of  such  a  provision  will  be,  in  the  first  place, 
to  remove  all  the  grounds  on  which  the  claim  of 
impressment  has  heretofore  been  foaaded.  In  th« 


second  plaee,^to  afford  additional  silfety  and  en- 
couragement to  our  own  seamen ;  and  though 
some  small  inconveniences  may  at  first  arise  from 
a  scarcity  of  hands,  by  throwing  the  foreign  sea- 
men out  of  our  employ,  yet  the  greater  demand 
and  higher  wages  will  very  soon  remedj  this  de- 
ficiency, by  drawinga  greater  number  of  our  own 
people  into  the  employment,  whose  services  we 
can  at  all  times  command  ;  whatever  may  be  the 
state  of  things  among  the  maritime  nations  of 
Europe,  we  shall  have  a  nursery  of  our  seamen 
always  on  hand  ready  for  our  own  use,  and  which 
tjiose  nations  will  at  no  time  have  a  right  to  claim 
or  withdraw  from  our  service.  As  the  demand  for 
the  service  will  be  uniform,  st«ady^,  and  constant, 
so  will  be  the  supply.  But,  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  regulation  proposed  by  the  amendment,  and 
what  will  be  its  effects  ?  It  is  proposed  hj  that, 
to  admit  into  our  service  dorinp^  periods  of  peace 
in  Europe  a  proportion  of  foreign  seamen  to  the 
extent  of  one-fourth  of  the  whole  crew ;  but  it  be- 
ing evident  that  a  regulation  to  that  extent  would 
in  no  degree  remove  the  grounds  on  which  the 
British  claim  to  impressment  is  founded,  the 
jrentleman  further  proposes,  that  during  the  ex- 
isting war  between  France  and  Grekt  Britain,  all 
foreign  seameto,  the  subjects  of  either  of  those  na- 
tions, should  also  be  wholly  excluded ;  and  a  pro- 
vision of^thissort  must  be  equally  necessary  dur- 
ing all  future  wars  between  those  nations.  Let 
us  now  see  what  must  be  the  inevitable  effect  of 
such  a  policy,  as  it  would  affect  our  own  service 
and  seamen.  It  would  be  to  draw  into  our  ser- 
vice the  seamen  of  those  nations,  and  to  find  for 
them  wages  and  employment  at  a  period  when 
they  were  not  wanted  at  home  to  man  the  navies 
of  their  own  country,  and  at  the  same  time  hold- 
ing ourselves  b(wnd  to  give  them  up  the  first 
moment  that  they  might  be  called  to  enter  into 
the  service  of  their  lawful  Sovereigns  on  the 
breaking  out  of  a  European  war,  ana  this  too  at 
a  period  when  most  of  all  we  should  need  them 
for  our  own  service ;  for  it  was  during  a  state  of 
European  war,  and  while  we  might  be  at  peace, 
that  the  commerce  of  this  country  bad  its  greatest 
expansion  and  required  the  greatest  n amber  of 
seamep  to  carry  it  on,  as  it  was  d urine  periods  of 
European  peace  that  it  was  the  most  limited  and 
required  the  fewest  hands  in  our  service.  The 
inevitable  effect  of  a  system  of  this  sort  must 
therefore  be,  to  make  our  own  neutral  commerce 
a  nursery  for  the  employment  of  British  and 
French  seamen,  when  their  own  countries  could 
not  afford  them  employment;  to  throw  our  own 
out  of  employ  at  a  time  when  they  needed  it  the 
most,  and  to  train  up  a  body  of  skilful  mariners 
to  be  delivered  up  to  their  owners  whenever  they 
wanted  them  the  most,  and  we  ourselves  could 
with  the  least  convenience  spare  them.  If  either 
of  tbose  nations  should  be  asked  to  dictate  to  us 
that  course  of  policy  on  that  subject,  which  would 
be  the  most  promotive  of  their  own  views  and 
interests,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  prejodi- 
ciai  to  our  own,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  woold 
be  precisely  the  one  which  was  now  recommend- 
ed to  us  by  the  proposition  of  the  gentiemaii  from 
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Coonectient  >  tfaevgh  soeh,  undoobtedly,  were  not 
tbeg«ntlemaD's  views  in  offe^iog^  it.  Mr.  B.Kaid, 
that  if  those  Dations  were  either  of  them  disposed 
to  ])ennit  the  reciprocal  employmeot  of  ours  and 
their  seatneo  at  all  times,  both  when  they  were 
at  war  and  in  peace,  there  could  on  our  part  pro- 
bably be  not  so  great  objections  to  ir.  bat  it  surely 
could  not  be  expected  that  we  would  provide  for 
their  employment  only  when  they  are  not  wanted 
at  home,  and  relioquislx  them  whenever  they  hap- 
pen to  be  so  wanted.    If  they  Hfovld  not  let  us 
have  them  when  we  most  needed  them,  be  was 
for  excluding  them  altogether,  or  leaving  the  sub- 
ject to  be  provided  for  by  such  mutual  arrange- 
ment as  tb^  interest  of  both  parties  might  call  for, 
and  as  might  be  entered  into  by  the  executive 
authorities  of  each  country,  as  was  contemplated 
by  a  subsequent  section  of  the  present  bill. 

A  further  objection  to  the  amendment  under 
consideration  was,  that  on  the  face  of  ir,  it  did 
not  hold  out  equal  and  impartial  terms  to  ail 
foreign. nations;  it  proposed  a  distinction  in  fa- 
vor of  the  two  great  belligerent  nations,  which 
it  was  neither  wise  nor  prudent  to  make;  and 
though  we  have  at  present  no  difficulties  with 
other  nations  in  relation  to  the  employment  of 
their  seamen,  still  we  ought  not  by  partial  propo- 
sitions to  excite  their  jealousy,  or  attempt  par- 
ticular regulations  which  the  great  principles  of 
impartial  justice  would  not  justify :  no  objections 
of  this  sort  would  apply  to  the  bill  itself;  it  prof- 
fered a  system  of  regulations  which  every  other 
nation  might  have  the  benefit  of  if  they  pleased 
to  reciprocate  them,  and  if  they  chose  not  to  do 
it  they  had  no  cause  of  complamt. 

It  had  been  objected  to  the  system  proposed 
by  the  bill,  that  a  total  exclusion  of  all  foreign 
seamen  from  oar  service  would  be  found  imprac- 
ticable ;  at  any  rate,  would  be  found,  if  adopted 
at  once,  very  inconveBient  to  the  meroantile  in- 
tereai  of  the  country^  particularly  in  casts  wh«re, 
from  death,  deseruon,  or  other  caauahies,  bap- 
peniD|[  ia  foreign-  ports,  the  crewa  of  American 
vessels  might  be  so  reduced  a*  to  induce  the^  ne^ 
cesshy  of  Employing  a  portion  of  foreign  scaihen 
to  navigate  the  vessels  home. 

To  this  objection,  Mn  B.  thought  it  was  a  9«if- 
ficient  answer  to  say,  that  so  far  as  it  affected  the 
emjployment  of  British  or  French  seamen,  the 
project  of  the  j^tleman  from  Connecticut  was 
equally  objectionable,  since  be  also  proposed, 
durinff  the  existing  war  in  Europe,  totally  to 
exclude  the  seamen  of  thOse  nations  from  our 
employ metit.  But,  as  the  bill  stood,  no  such  dif- 
ficulty in  practice  could  reasonably  be  appre- 
hended. In  the  first  place,  there  was  no  proba- 
bility that  any  other  nation,  except  Great  Britain, 
would  feel  an  interest  or  a  disposition  to  make 
reciprocal  exclusions;  of  course,  we  should  still 
be  left  at  liberty  to  employ,  as  heretofore,  the  sea- 
men of  all  other  nations,  whenever  we  needed 
them.  But  even  if  every  forei|rD  nation,  includ- 
ing Qreat  Britain,  should  be  disposed  to  meet  us 
with  a^neral  reciprocal  exclotion — it  would 
also  be  for  tdeir  interest,  as  well  as  ours,  to  pro- 
vide by  mutual  arrangement,  which  the  Preai-  I 
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dent  was  authorized  to  make  by  a  aubseqiMnt 
setttion  of  the  bill,  for  the  mutual  employment  of 
eaeh  other's  seamen  at  times,  under  the  particu- 
lar circumstaikces  which  had  been  alluded  to; 
and  the  mutual  interests  and  conveniences  of  the 
respective  parties  he  thought  might  be  safely  re- 
lied upon,  to  product  mutual  accommodations 
on  a  point  of  this  sort.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  B. 
said,  ne  saw  no  insurmountable  difficulties  which 
time,  experience,  and  the  mutual  interests  of 
every  nation,  who  should  meet  the  system  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  generally,  would  not  inauce 
them  to  remedy;  it  cut  up  by  the  roots  the  great 
ground  of  collision  at  present  existing  between 
this  country  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  it  he 
thought  he  saw  a  eround  which,  if  suitably  and 
sincerely  improved  by  the  Executive  authority 
of  each  country,  might  form  the  basis  of  an  ac- 
commodation not  dishonorable  or  prejudicial  to 
the  true  interests  of  either;  and  m  that  view, 

grincipally.  the  success  of  the  bill  had  from  the 
rst  proposition  of  it  commanded  his  mos;  anx- 
ious wishes.  Had  the  amendment  under  consid- 
eration presented  nothing  objectionable  in  itself, 
or  repugnant  to  the  general  principle  and  policy 
of  the  bill,  he  would  have  cheerfully  voted  for  it, 
on  the  ground  of  mutual  accommodation,  for 
which  be  was  disposed,  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  ^0  very  far  in  giving  up  his  own  particular 
opmions.  He  hoped  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
inent  was  not  necessary  to  conciliate  the  mover 
or  his  friends  generally  to  vote  for  the  bill.  If, 
however,  this  final  opposition  to  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, if  this  particular  amendment  should  be 
rejected,  however  much  he  should  regret  the  loss 
of  their  Votes,  he  must  determine  to  meet  it,  and 
was  willing  to  be  tested  by  the  intrinsic  merit  of 
the  different  propositions  between  which  they 
were  left  to  choose. 

When  Mr.  Bacon  had  concluded,  after  some 
farther  discussion,  the  question  was  taken  and 
decided  ia  the  negative.  For  the  proposed  amend- 
ment 33f  against  it  86,  as  follows : 

YsAfr^Jofan  Baker,  Ab^ah  Bigelowy  Hannanns  ' 
Bleecker,  Blijah  Brig^am,  Apaphrdditus  Champion, 
Maitin  Okittettden,  John  Davenport,  jonior,  William 
BIy,  James  Emott,  Thomas  B.  Gold,  Charles  Qolda* 
bofongh,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  LymaXL 
Law,  Arehibald  McBryde,  James  Milnoor,  Jonathan 
O.  MoMley,  T.  Pitkin,  Jan.,  £liaha  R.  Pottar,  Jommh 
Qumcy,  WUliam  Baed,  Henry  M.  Radgely,  Philip 
BtHWt,  Silaa  6tow,  Iiewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Pelag  TaUman,  Pietre 
Van  Cortland  Labaa  Wheaton,  Leonard  While, 
ThooMB  Wilfloa,attd  Robert  Wright. 

NAT^^Wfllia  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andenmn,  8te» 
▼enaon  Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  Ecektel  Baoon,  William 
Baniett,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Basaett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Wm.  filaekledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  Butler,  Franda  Can, 
LangdoB  CheiicB,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
John  '  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  .  Crawford, 
Richard  Catta,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fiak,  Asa  Fitch, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Bdwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy, 
Theoms  P.  Gtos venor,  Bollhig  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
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A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawet,  John  M.  Hynemftn«  Joseph 
Kent,  WilKsm  Kennedy,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner 
Laoock,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Mo- 
Coy,  8amael  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah 
Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jerjomiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  AnUiony  New,  Thomas  New-' 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, James  Pleasants,  junior,  William  M.  Richardson, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
S^bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  ShefTey,  Geo.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  IVilliam  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert 
Whitehill,  William  Widgery,  and  Richard  Winn. 

So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Stow  then  moved  that  the  farther  consid- 
eration of  this  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  as- 
sign inff,  as  a  reason,  the  difficulty  in  which  he 
found  nimself  as  to  the  vote  he  ought  to  eive  on 
the  bill.  * 

Mr.  Grundy  opposed  the  postponement,  al- 
leging that  it  would  be  infinitely  better  for  gentle- 
men to  meet  the  question  directly  than  evade  it 
in  the  way  proposed.  ^ 

Mr.  Wright  advocated  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, on  the  ground  of  his  hostility  to  the  bill, 
and  the  time  it  unnecessarily  wasted,  which 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  more 
essential  questions. 

Mr.  Rbea  was  opposed  to  the  postponement 
because  he  was  friendly  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lacock  said  he  should  vote  against  post- 
ponement, although  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill, 
because  it  was  a  respect  he  owed  to  his  friends, 
who  were  in  favor  of  it,  to  meet  the  question 
directly. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  Was 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  20, 
nays  100,  as  follows : 

Yeas— William  Anderson,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Clopton,  WilKam  Crawford,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Fisk,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Lyman  Law,  William  Lowndes,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnnior,  Joaiah  Qniney, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Silaa 
Stow,  Samuel  Taggart,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenmn  Archer,  Daniel 
Aieiy,  Bxekial  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Wil- 
liam Baroett,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WUliam  A. 
Burwell,  Franeie  Carr,  Epaphiodittts  Champion,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Jas. 
Cochran^  Thomas  B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condict,  Richard 
Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsnieor, 
£liaa  Earle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Wm.  Find- 
ley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  6holK>n, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chas.  Goldsborough,  Petemon  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Friix  Grundy, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  HaU,  J.  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes, 
Jacob  Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Joseph  Kent,  William  Kennedy,  PhUip  B.  Key,  WU- 
liam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arunah 
Metealf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremisdi 
Menow,  Jonathan  O.  Mcpelej,  Hugh  Nelson,  All^ 


thony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormrt»y,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  James 
Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
Samuel  Hinggold,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  lUiea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
I  uel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
Philijp  Stuart,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  John 
Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  William 
Widgery,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  question  having  been  required  on  engross- 
ing the  bill — 

Mr.  Bassett  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  **  treaty,"  on  the  execution 
of  which  the  law  is  to  have  effect,  the  words 
^^  which  shall  secure  the  United  States  against 
the  claim  of  impressment.^' 

Discussion  arising  on  this  amendment,  and  ap- 
pearing likely  to  continue— 

Mr.. Grundy  avowed  his  conviction  that  the 
House  would  agree  to  no  further  amendmentj 
and  that  further  consideration  and  discussion 
would  serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  House,  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion. This  question,  which  cannot  be  debated, 
if  carried  in  the  affirmative,  precludes  debate  or 
amendment.  The  question  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  55,  nays  46. 

The  question  was  then  put  in  the  foDowiDs 
form,  vi2:  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?'- 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  division. 

The  main  question  was  then  taken  on  engross- 
ing the  bill  for  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  97,  nays  25,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel 
Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  William  Barnett, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Black- 
ledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr,  Epephroditiis 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mmt- 
thew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  Richavd 
Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Samnel  Diaamoor, 
Elias  Eaile,  WiiHam  Ely,  Janes  Emott,  Wm.  Findley, 
Asa  Pitch,  Meaha^  Franklin,  Thomaa  R.  Gold,  Chsriea 
Cbldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix 
Grundy,  BoUtng  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kentf  William  Ken- 
nedy, Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  King>  Lyman  Law, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little.  Thomas  Moore,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Aru- 
nah Metealf,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  I^ckens^  James  Pleas- 
ants, Jan.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  William  Rbed^Wiliiam 
M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jon- 
athan Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebe- 
nezer Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  dtnart, 
William  Strong,  Lewis  B.  St«rges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Peleg  Tallman, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chailea  Turner,  jun^ 
Labaa  Wheaton,  Leonard  Wbitie,  Robert  Whitehill, 
David  R.  Williams^  Thomaa  WiJaon,  ^d  Richard 
Winii.  '..-.•. 
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NATS'— WiUita  Anderaon,  DaTid  Batd,  Burwell 
BMMtt,  £lijah  Btighftm,  William  Bntler,  John  Clop- 
ton,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jun^  Joseph 
Desha,  Jamas  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thomaai  P.  Gros- 
venoT,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Ab- 
ner  Lacock,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander 
McKim,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Thos. 
Sammons,  John  Sener,  Adam  l^ybert,  Silas  Stow, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  12. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  Committee 
OD  Military  Affairs  .were  discharged  from  the  pe- 
tition of  Dr.  Benjamin  Waterhouse,  and  from  the 
letter  from  John  Hills;  and  the  petition  and  let- 
ter were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  establish 
an  elementary  exercise  ror  the  infantry  of  the 
Militia  and  Army  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  tc^morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead, 

Retolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pablie 
Lands  be  iastractedto  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  each  person  who  shall  perform 
actual  service  in  the  militia  for  the  space  of  — — 
months,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  under  the 
orders  of  the  Executive  of  said  Territorv,  i— - 
acres  of  land  in  the  said  Territory,  which  shall 
be  in  full  for  the  services  of  such  militia  for  the 
time  aforesaid  ;  and  that  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

REGULATION  OF  SEAMEN. 

The  bill  for  excluding  foreign  seamen  from  the 
public  vessels  and  merchant  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques* 
tion  was  stated,  ^  Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Clopton.— Mr.  Speaker,  before  this  ques- 
tion is  taken,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  obser- 
vations. It  was  not  my  wish  to  trouble  the 
House  with  any  at  all  upon  t|^  subject;  but 
finding  myself  to  stand  in  a  peculiar  situation  in 
voting  differently  from  a  very  large  proportion 
of  those  gentlemeo,  with  whom  I  have  generally 
acted,  particularly  on  important  subjects,  I  feel 
it  to  be  a  sort  of  duty,  which  I  owe  to  myself,  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  at  least  whicli  influence 
me  in  the  Yoie  which  1  have  already  given  and 
am  about  to  give  on  the  bill  before  you.  It  is 
not  my  intention,  sir,  to  enter  into  ar discussion 
of  the  merits  or  policy  of  the  bill  taken  in  the 
abstract ;  but  merely  to  declare  some  of  the  ob- 
jections which  I  have  to  the  bill,  in  reference  to 
the  existing  crisis  and  circumstances  of  this  coun* 
try,  and  which  to  my  mind  are  insurmountlible. 

This  bill,  it  seems,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  to  take  ef- 
fect on  a  future  contingency,  if  it  shall  ever  take 
effect  at  all.  It  looks  forward  to  a  state  of  peace. 
How,  sir,  is  this  state  of  peace  to  be  brought 
about  ?  It  must,  if  ever,  be  brought  about  through 
the  meao9  of  negotiation,  commencing  either 
with  the  enemy  or  with  our  own  Goveumtnt ' 


Is  it  contemplated  by  this  bill  that  the  Bxecuttve 
of  this  country  is  to  make  further  overtures  for 
peace? — that  the  Government  of  this  much  in- 
jured., long  insulted  nation,  after  having  been 
driven  by  so  unparalleled  a  series  of  injuries  and 
insists  to  vindicate  its  rights  by  a  solemn  appeal 
to  arms-r-is  it  contemplated  by   this  bill  that, 
after  thii  sneering,  contemptuous,  insulting,  rejec* 
tion  of  the  proposition  lately  made  by  the  fifxe- 
cutive  branch  of  this  Government,  this  very  Ex- 
ecutive is  to  send  out  further  propositions  to  that 
same  sneering,  insulting  Minister,  inviting  him 
to  condescend  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  upon 
the  subject  of  peace,  or  upon  any  other  subject? 
I  trust  it  is  not  so  contemplated.    I  say,  sir,  I 
tnui  it  is  not  so  contemplated.    This  I  do  merely 
from  my  6wn  ideas  of  the  evident  vast  impropri* 
ety  of  such  a  course — ^not  from  anything  I  dis- 
cover in  the  bill  itself.    I  do  most  sincerely  hope, 
sir,  that  neither  the  present  Executive  nor  any 
future  Executive  of  this  country  will  ever  be  so 
unmindful  of  the  dwnity  of  this  nation — so  un- 
mindful of^is  own  duty — will  ever  so  far  humil- 
iate himself  or  his  country  as  to  be  the  first  to 
make  further  propositions  to  the  enemy  for  ne- 
gotiating a  setUement  of  the  existing  differences. 
No.  sir,  let  theii^ar  continue — let  it  rage  to  the 
enu  of  time,  rather  than  let  y  y  morepropositions 
for  that  purpose  originate  with  this  Government. 
Is  it  contemplated  that  peace  will  be  brought 
about  in  consequence  of  overtures  from  the  en- 
emy?   And  is  it  intended  that  peace  shall  be 
accepted  without  any  arrangement  providing 
against  impressment  of  American  seamen  ?    Is 
it  possiUe  that  it  can  be  in  the  contemplation  of 
this  bill  that  such  a  sort  of  peace  shall  be  made? 
Here  again  I  trust  so  great  a  disgrace  to  this 
country  cannot  be  contemplated.    I  trust  that  so 
signal  a  disgrace  will  never  be  brought  upon  this 
country.    It  is  presumable,  however,  that  some 
object  in  reference  to  the  enemy  must  be  sought 
for  in  the  adoption  of  the  regulations  (as  they  are 
called)  of  this  bill.    If  so,  1  conceive  of  none 
which  can  be  rationally  thought  so  likely  to  be 
aimed  at  by  this  bill,  as  that  of  inducing  the  en- 
emy to  enter  into  some  arrangenients  with  this 
Government  on  the  subject  of  impressments.    I 
apprehend,  therefore,  I  may  consider  this  bill  aa 
a  lure  held  out  to  him  for  that  purpose.    As  such 
I  cannot  but  consider  it.    But,  sir,  can  it  be  se- 
riously believed  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
will  induce  that  haughty  tyrant  and  deepoiler  of 
our  seamen's  rights  to  come  out  with  a  distinct 
proposition  for  arranging  this  subject  as  we  con- 
tend for  it,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  abominable 
practice?    No,  sir;  such  an  event  may  be  as 
vainly  sought  for  after  this  bill  shall  have  been 

gassed,  as  it  has  been  sou|fht  for  heretofore.  This 
ill  will  be  treated  with  as  much  contempt,  as 
much  scorn  and  insult,  as  the  proposition  made 
by  the  Executive  through  Mr.  Rupsell  was  treated 
with;  and  the  British  Ministry  will  think  too 
that  they  may  indeed  pour  contempt  upon  it  with 
a  better  grace;  for  the  very  reason  that.the  propo- 
sition so  offered  had  been  treated  in  such  a  man- 
ner by  themt    Tbey  will  view  this  bill  as  a  pro- 
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potitipD-  iegislAtirely  offered  Mid  ainuiig  at  the 
same  object  as  that  made  by  the  Ezecatire  aimed 
at — and  they  will  be  as  little  disposed  to  accede 
to  this  as  they  were  to  accede  to  that.  I  confess 
for  one,  sir,  that  I  am  altogether  unwilling  to 
put  it  in  their  power  to  gratify  themsetyes  agaia 
in  this  way.  Never  should  tney,  with  my  con- 
sent, homUe,  obscure  or  unimportant  as  I  may 
be--*neTer  should  they,  with  my  consent,  have 
another  opportunity  of  indulging  their  contemp- 
tuous sentiments  upon  any  act  of  this  Govern- 
ment done  in  relation  to  them— never  should 
they  iiave  another  opportunity  of  treating  with 
scorn  and  contumely  any  overture  or  proposition 
of  this  Qovernment  made  to  them  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  legislatively  or  executively ;  because 
none  such  ever  should  be  made  to  tHem;  al- 
though I  freely  acknowledge  it  would  be  proper 
enough  for  this  Government  to  receive  proposi- 
tions from  them  and  to  treat  such  propositions 
according  to  their  merits. 

Under  all  the  existing  circumstancee,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  cannot  look  upon  this  bill  as  being 
any  way  consistent  with  what  truly  belongs  to 
the  dignity  of  this  nation.  Pass  this  bill,  and  I 
fear  you  will  lower,  {greatly  lower  the  diffoity  of 
this  nation.  You  will  sink  it  in.the  estimation 
of  the  world  *^  and,  wlyt  is  worse,  you  will  sink 
it  in  its  own  estimation.  What,  sir!  shall  the 
injured  party— a  party  deeply  and  vitally  injured 
by  innumerable  violations  of  somie  of  its  most 
important  rights,  and  forced  to  the  last  solemn, 
awful  resort  for  redress— shall  this  very  party,' 
thus  deeply  and  ritally  injured,  come  forward 
with  a  iormal  act  of  legislation  to  soothe  the 
a|^gressor,  and  by  this  means  endeavor  to  entice 
him  to  a  negotiation  ?  As  one  individual  of  this 
body  I  freely  declare,  sir,  that  I  caAnot— I  will 
not  consent  t6  such  a  measure.  The  wrongs 
accumulated  upon  this  country  from  time  to 
time,  until  they  had  risen  to  mountain  height, 
compelled  us  to  draw  the  sword;  and  let  it  be 
forever  drawn  rather  than  endeavor  to  have  it 
sheathed  by  this  means — even  if  there  were  a 
prospect  of  its  bein^  attended  with  some  degree 
of  success,  so  as  to  induce  the  enemy  to  listen  to 
the  voice  of  reason  and  justice — much  less^when 
the  measure  promises  no  sort  of  chance  for 
effecting^  any  desiimble  object,  but  can  only  afford 
scope  and  opportunity  for  fresh  insult  and  con- 
tempt from  the  enemy.  N«,  sir;  let  us  march  on 
directly  forward  in  prosecution  of  this  contest, 
and  let  it  be  pursued  with  all  possible  Ti^or  and 
energy  until  the  enemy,  convinced  of  his  error 
or  tired  of  persisting  in  his  unrighteous  course, 
shali  come  forward  himself  with  propositions  for 
opening  negotiation  upon  such  ground  as  may 
lead  to  peace,  upon  terms  just  and  honorable  to 
this  nation.  Let  this  be  done,  and  let  arrange- 
ments in  consequence  of  it  be  made  between  the 
two  nations  upon  the  subject  of  seamen ;  when 
this  shall  have  been  done,  then  will  it  be  time 
euough  to  pass  such  a  bill  as  this,  if  it  shall  ever 
be  ezpedieni  to  do  so.  I  do  not  mean  now  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  such 
a  measure  at  any  time.    My  present  impres- 


sions, however,  are,  that  it  is  extremely  doubtful 
whether  it  will  ever  be  expedient  to  adopt  the 
regulations  proposed  by  this  bill.  At  any  rate, 
until  some  such  arrangements  shall  be  made  by 
treaty,  I  cannot  consent -to  rote  for  such  a  bill  as 
this. 

As  to  the  ideas,  which  seem  to  have  been  en- 
tertained fiy  some  gentlemen,  that  this  bill  may 
have  a  beneficial  tendency  in  respect  to  those 
opposed  to  the  war — that  it  may  propitiate  and 
reconcile  many  to  the  measure  who  are  not  now 
willing  to  support  the  war,  I  consider  such  ideas 
as  altogether  chimerical  and  illueory*  They  will 
not,  in  my  opinion,  be  realized  by  this  bill. 
Therefore^  I  entertain  no  sort  of  expectation  of 
any  benent  to  be  derived  from  the  oill  in  this 
respect.  Indeed,  sir,  ia  no  respect  whatever  do 
I  calculate  on  any  beneficial  result  from  it;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  I  fear  it  may  be  of  injurious 
tendency. 

Do  gentlemen  expect  that  the  extreme  solici- 
tude and  anxiety  for  peace  which  this  bill  indi- 
cates, will  accelerate  the  return  of  it?  If  such  be 
their  expectation  I  am  firmly  persuaded,  sir,  that 
they  will  find  themselves  saaly  disappointed.  It 
is  a  wily,  insidious  foe  that  we  have  to  contend 
with — a  foe  that  watches  all  the  movements  of 
this  Government  and  will  take  his  measures  ac- 
cordingly. If  you  show  a  disposition  to  relax  on 
any  point,  and  by  so  relaxing  to  tender  to  him  a 
ground  of  conciliation,  he  will  for  that  reason 
be  the  more  disposed  to  hold  off  and  refuse  to 
meet  you  on  that  ground.  It  is,  therefore,  to  my 
mind  another  very  strong  objection  to  this  bill 
that  it  manifests  too  much  anxiety  for  peace.  It 
is  better,  sir,  that  your  proceeding?  indicate  in- 
difference towards  this 'Object  than  that  they  indi- 
cate much  anxiety,  for  it.  You  will  obuin  it 
sooner,  and  obtain  it  honorably,  by  giving  the 
former  complexion  to  your  proceedings,  than  by 
giving  to  them  the  latter  complexion. 

There  is  another  poiot  of  view  in  which  this 
subject  ought  to  be  considered.  As  the  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  the  employment  of  seamea^  as 
proposed  by  this^^ill,  were  not  adopted  previous 
to  the  declaration  of  war,  will  not  the  adoption 
of  them  at  this  time  be  considered  as  a  tacit  ac- 
knowledgment that  we  had  not  done  aa  much  as 
we  ought  to  bare  done  before  that  step  was  taken  f 

After  this ^  bill  shall  have  been  i»ssed  I  think, 
sir,  it  will  be  diffieolt  to  screen  it  from  this  im- 
putation. If  this  imputation  fastens  itself  to  the 
bill,  how  shall  we  stand  then  ?  Sorely,  sir,  our 
ground  will  be  changed  very  much  for  the  worse. 
It  will  then  be  said,  why  was  not  this  atep  taken 
before  war  was  resorted  to?  Were  I  to  vote  for 
this  bill  I  confess  that  I  should  be  much  puzzled, 
much  staggered  to  answer  this  question  in  a 
mann^  satisfactory  to  my  country  or  to  my- 
self. But  I  say,  sir,  and  I  say  it  confidently,  that 
not  only  enough,  not  only  as  much  as  ought  to 
have  been  done  on  the  part  of  this  Government, 
but  abundantly  more  than  could  be  reasonably 
required  of  it,  was  done  by  it  to  preserve  peace 
and  avoid  war,  before  war  was  resorted  to*— be- 
fore it  was  declared.    Hence  I  am  very  averse  to 
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an  act  which  may  be  eon8tr^ed  into  anvthing 
like  evidence  of  a  contrary  conriction;  and  more 
especially  too  when  such  act  promises  no  manner 
of  benefit  whatever,  but  may,  I  fear,  be  prodac* 
live  of  injaiious  consequences. 

Mr.  WaiGHT  followed,  at  considerable  leagth, 
in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  LiTTLB. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise,  indeed,  with 
diffidence,  to  address  the  House  upon  the  novel 
and  important  bill  now  under  consideration ;  sen^ 
sible  how  difficult  it  is  to  rivet  the  attention  of  its 
members,  more  especially  by  one  whose  powers 
are  so  feeble  as  mme  are.  It  is  no  pleasant  task 
to  address  empty  seats,  or  groupes  of  gentlemen, 
inattentive  listeners,  surrounding  the  fires,  whose 
minds  are  long  since  made  up,  and  whom  noth- 
ing that  I  can  say  will  infiuence  to  change  their 
opinions.  I  am  urged,  notwithstanding,  from  a 
strong  sense  of  duty,  which  I  owe  to  that  portion 
of  my  fellow-citizens  whom  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  u>  represent,  to  trespass  upon  your  patience 
a  few  minutes,  while  I  assign  the  reasons  which 
dictate  the  vote  I  shall  give  on  this  question*  My 
colleagues  on  both  sides  of  the  House  have  entered 
the  lists  of  debate,  and  we  presume  measurably 
a^k  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents.  As  I 
differ  in  opinion  on  this  subject  with  my  im»e- 
diate  colleague,  who  usually  sita  on  my  left^  (Mr. 
McKm.)  I  shall  now  proceed  to  notice  the  obiec* 
tions  urged  by  him  to  the  oasaage  uf  the  bill  on 
your  table.  He  said.  *^  he  believedi  if  you~  adopt 
this  measure,  you  will  not  have  seamen  sufficient 
to  man  onr  vessels."  If,  indeed,  this  were  true, 
I  myself  should  pause  ere  it  should  have  my  vole. 
This  objection,  if  well  founded,  would  most  pro- 
bably produce  a  negative  of  this  House  to  the 
Kssage  of  the  bill,  it  is  eaay,  sir,  to  make  a  dec- 
nation.  In  our  zeal  of  advooatin|f  or  opposing 
a  measure,  we  find  no  difficulty  in  persuading 
ourselvea,  at  least,  to  its  adoption  or  rejection. 
We  but  too  frequently  deceive  ourselves.  What 
are  the  facts  &om  which  we  are  to  draw  this  con* 
illusion  ?  None  have  been  given  by  my  honora- 
ble  colleague.    In  im  honest  zeal — I  hope  he  will 

rirdon  me — he  must  have  deceived  himselff 
ermit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  document 
apread  upon  your  table^  which  I  believe  is  in  tha 
possession  of  every  ffentleman  on  this  floor,  that 
will  afford  us  a  light  from  which  informauon  may 
be  derived  touching  this  point,  apd  which  may 
direct  our  judgments*  It  is  a  report  of  the  Sec* 
retary  of  State,  dated  the  dth  of  January  last,  ii) 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
30th  of  Decembec  prfcediog.  I  will  not  trouble 
the  House  by  reading  it  in  detail.  It  contains  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  persons  born  in  for* 
eign  countries,  who  have  been  legally  naturalized 
in  the  United  States,  and  rqiistered  annually  as 
American  seamea.  Prom  the  year  1796  to  1612^ 
inclusive,  the  aggregate  nutaber  only  amounts  to 
1.530 — a  period  of  seventeen  years.  Thrice  that 
number  of  American  citizens,  within  the  sam^ 
period  of  time,  have  lost  their  lives  in  the  service 
of  Great  Britain,  into  which  they  were  forced; 
and  retained  contrary  to  their  will  or  wishes,  fight<» 
4ng  her  i4iiquiu>tts  biittleab    . 


I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another 
authentic  document  connected  with  this  subject. 
U  is  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  this  House,  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  which  I  then  had  the  honor 
to  submit,  stating  the  actual  number  of  Ameri- 
can seamen  forcibly  detained  in  the  British  service, 
and  who  had  made  application  for  their  release. 
This  list  amounted  to  upwards  of  6,000.  This 
number  has  been  attempted  to  have  been  shown 
as  greatly  exaggerated  by  a  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Emott,)  on  a  former  day.  Sir,  I  be- 
lieve it  falls  far  short  of  the  actual  number,  even 
at  thu  time,  forcibly  held  in  the  service  of  our 
enemy,  inhumanly  compelled  to  raise  their  hands 
against  the  lives  of  their  kindred,  and  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  I  do  not  make  this  asser- 
tion upon  light  grounds.  I  personally  know  four 
native  Americans  whose  names  are  not  on  that 
list;  and,  whe^  we  consider  the  difficulty  with 
which  an  American  can  reach  his  country's  ear 
with  his  complainta,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  com- 
munication or  the  President,  made  to  Congress 
on  the  22d  of  January  last,  transmitting  copies  of 
.correspondence  between  John  Miccheli,  agent  for 
American  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  and  the 
British  Admiral  eommanding  at  that  station,  to 
which  I  refer  the  House ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  which  letter  I  will  read : 

**  U.  8.  FaieATC  Pusiokkt, 

'^B&iton^  January  18, 1814. 

"8Ht:  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  muster  books  of 
Ifis  Britamiie  Majesty's  vessels  Moselle  and  Sapj^Ot 
found  on  board  the  British  paeket  Bwallow. 

**Aa  the  Briddx  have  always  denied  that  they  detained 
on  board  their  ships  of  war  American  citixenB,  know- 
ing them  to  be  such,  I  send  you  the  endoaed,  as  a 
poblic  documoni  of  their  own,  to  show  how  iUy  such 
an  assertion  accords  with  their  practiee.  It  vrill  ap* 
pear  by  these  two  muster  bo(^»ihat,so  late  as  Angust 
last,  about  an  eighth  of  the  Moselle  and  Sappho's  crews 
were  Americans ;  consequently,  if  there  is  only  a  quar- 
ter part  of  that  piO[^rtion  on  board  their  other  vewels, 
they  have  an  infinitely  greater  number  of  Americans 
in  their  service  than  any  American  has  yet  had  an 
idea  of. 

"Any  further  comment  of  mine  on  this  subject  I  con- 
sider unnecessary,  as  the  enclosed  documents  apeak  but 
too  plainly' for  themselves.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

**  JOHN  R0DGB58." 

From  these  two  circumstances,  I  think  I  may 
with  trCith  say,  that  there  cannot  be  less  than  from 
15^000  to  20,000  American  seamen  in  the  British 
service — more  than  twice  as  many  as  are  now 
employed  in  the  sea  service  of  the  United  States, 
both  public  and  private.  The  facility  ^iven  to 
naturalization*— as  has  been  said  bvsome  is  given, 
and  in  seventeen  years  to  receive  but  1,630 — ^will 
allow  but  few,  very  few,  indeed,  of  foreigners  in 
our  service.  The  bill  does  not  contemplate  giv- 
ing up  those  who  are  naturalized.  The  few-firit- 
ish  subjects. now  in  onr  employ,  (if  anr  such  there 
really,  are,)  will  not  of  itself  induce  fingland  t^  a 
peaee^  thereby  obliging  herself  to  give  up  one* 
eighth  of  her  praMnt  navnl  foroob    it  is  not  to  be 
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expected  antil  she  shall  seriously  feel  the  effects 
of  the  war. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolnttoD  was 
offered  by  a  gentleman  from  PennsyWania  (Mr. 
Milnor)  on  this  subject.  It  became  my  lot  to 
be  a  member  of  the  committee  to  whom  it  was 
submitted  for  consideration.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Rbbo]!  was  of 
the  number  whose  opinions  and  information  have 
been  frequently  quoted  in  this  House  as  orthodox 
in  mercantile  affiiirs,  for  which  I  confess  I  hare  a 
high  respect.  He  said,  if  you  exclude  from  our 
sea  service  foreign  seamen,  you  will  have  natives 
in  abundance  to  navigate  our  vessels;  for,  said 
he,  adopt  this  principle,  and  you  will  secure  them 
from  impressment,  which  will  render  a  security 
that  will  influence  many  who  are  now  deterred 
from  risking  their  freedom  in  traversing  the  ocean 
for  subsistence.  I  was  strongly  impressed  with 
the  force  of  his  remarks,  but  I  could  not  bring 
my  mind  to  bear  at  that  time,  nor  can  I  at  this, 
nor  will,  I  trust,  at  anv  future,  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion between  my  fellow-citizens,  recognised  as 
such  by  our  Constitution  and  laws. 

This  hypothesis,  if  it  be  true,  so  far  as  is  con- 
formable to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  connected 
with  the  exchange  of  seamen,  cannot  otherwise 
than  increase  their  number  to  double  what  it 
now  is— -an  influx  more  than  sufficient  for  all  our 
commercial  pursuits,  and  to  man  our  Navy,  and 
(if  it  can  be  adduced  as  an  argument)  will  lessen 
seamen's  wages — a  circumstance  frequently  com- 
plained of  by  our  most  wealthy  merchants.  I  have 
always  thought  the  hardy  tar  earned  bis.  wages, 
while  enriching  his  employers. 

The  second  objection  urged  by  my  immediate 
colleague  is  drawn  from  the  conclusion  of  his 
first,  to  wit : — "  That  privateering  has  been  dis- 
couraged for  want  of  seamen  at  this  time." 

I  will  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  is  not  par- 
tially true ;  that  it  is  to  any  extent  which,  in  it- 
self, can  operate  against  the  war  on  our  side,  I 
am  too  much  of  a  sceptic  to  believe.  Had  my 
friend  permitted  his  fertile  imagination  to  have 
sought  out  the  prominent  cause,  he  would  have 
told  you  the  double  duties  and  the  heavy  expenses 
incurred  with  their  prizes  going  through  the  for- 
mal condemnation  of  courts  of  law,  with  the 
manner  of  their  disposal  under  the  direction  of 
courts,  leave  so  small  a  profit  as  will  not  justify 
the  risk  of  life  or  loss  or  property  in  this  hazara- 
oos  system  of  warfare. 

To  these  circumstantes  must  we  attribute  the 
want  of  enterprise.  Render  privateering  profita- 
ble by  your  statutes;  let  Government  encourage 
them  by  suitable  bounties — I  do  not  mean  such 
as  you  give  to  your  soldiers  on  land,  who  get 
paid  whether  they  fight  or  not,  whether  success- 
ful in  battle  or  unsuccessful*«-but  when  seamen 
arc  thus  employed,  let  them  have  what  they  do 
conquer,  who,  irom  the  nature  of  their  engage- 
ments, get  no  reward  other  than  that  which 
ehance  may  afibrd  them  an  opportunity  to  ac- 
quire by  their  valor  and  intrepidity,  which  is 
aearly  swallowed  by  your  statutes.  Remove  this  I 
evil|  and  you  will  not  want  seamen  to  man  your  I 


privateers,  nor  capitalists  of  enterprise  to  fit 
them  out.  From  tnis  cause  alone  have  some  of 
our  private  armed  vessels  been  dismantled  or 
their  characters  changed.  I  might  say  more  oa 
this  subject,  but  it  would  not  be  strictly  adhering 
to  the  question  before  the  House. 

A^in,  says  my  immediate  colleaguer— ^  The 
principle  contained  in  the  bill  has  been  offered 
twenty  years  a^^o ;"  and  emphatically  asks,  ''^is 
there  no  end  to  insult?  for  it  has  been  reiected." 

He  must  allude  to  the  propositions  maoe  to  the 
Court  of  London,  through  Mr.  Russell,  on  the 
subject  of  impressment,  and  those  of  his  prede- 
cessors, who,  from  time  to  time,  represented  the 
United  States  of  America  in  that  country. 

If  I  am  right  in  my  conjectures,  which  I  can- 
not doubt,  I  have  not  heard  any  objections  made 
to  that  proposition,  either  as  to  the  manner  of  its 
being  made,  or  the  principle  contained  in  it,  by 
him,  or  any  other  gentleman  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  Does  that  preposition,  let  me  ask  my 
honorable  colleague,  or  ah y  other  gentleman  who 
has  opfwsed  this  bill,  contain  that  which  ^oes  to 
relinquish  a  single  right  of  America,  or  impair 
our  interest?  We  would  have  been  told  so  if  it 
did.  No,  sir,  it  gives  up  no  right;  it  impairs  no 
interest.  Whence,  then,  the  insult  offered  ?  If 
the  nation  would  have  been  satisfied  with  the  ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  and  a  treaty  of  peace,  bot- 
tomed on  those  principles,  I  would  afain  ask  my 
friend,  and  the  honorable  members  of  this  House, 
would  they  not  have  been  acceptable  to  all  ?  No 
doubt  of  it.  Whence,  then^  the  insult?  I  will 
not  dwell  upon  this  part  of  his  remarks,  but  hasten 
to  bis  last  ground  of  objection,  on  which  he  stands 
singly  prominent.  I  do  not  recollect  of  its  hav- 
ing been  ureed  by  any  other  sentleman. 

"If  this  bill  passes." said  he,  '^it  will  have  a 

fernicious  effect  on  tnose  who  support  the  war. 
t  will  paralyze  your  loans,  and  every  other  mea- 
sure which  has  been  adopted  in  its  snnport." 

Thus,  by  one  fell  swoop,  has  my  colleague  not 
only  paralyzed,  but  attempted  to  cut  up  by  the 
roots  the  bill  in  its  infant  state.  It  has,  however, 
fortunately  withstood  the  shock,  and,  as  it  in- 
creases in  age,  so  does  it  acquire  strength. 

This  was  but  an  assertion — it  will  paralyze  the 
war — and  unsupported  by  any  argument,  ^ox  a 
solitary  reason  has  been  assigned  upon  which  this 
declaration  is  grounded.  In  answer  thereto,  I 
might  satisfy  myself  by  simply  denying  that  it  is 
calculated  to  produce  any  sucn  effect. 

This  bill,  instead  of  the  fatal  events  predicted 
by  my  immediate  colleague,  must  produce  one  of 
two  effects:  either  union  at  home  and  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war,  or  peace.  Are  not  they 
desirable  ?  I  do  not  anticipate  the  latter  to  flow 
from  it  at  this  day.  No^  sir,  a  Government  so- 
forgetful  of  the  rights  of  others,  and  possessing 
the  almost  entire  command  of  the  seas  and  oceans 
of  the  world.  I  cannot  flatter  myself  will  admit 
a  |)rinciple  or  perfect  recipfocity  in  a  commercial 
point  or  view  with  any  nation,  much  less  this, 
which  has  always  been  considered  by  her  as  a 
rival  in  commerce.  It  is  by  the  former,  that  is, 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  alon^  that  I 
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can  antici{}ftte  acquiring  a  a  honorable,  and  I 
fondly  hope,  a  laMiog  peaoe  for  my  injored  and 
hitherto  much  insttUed  eonntry.  Froin  thi»j  my 
conteieBtions  view  of  the  bill,  in  relation  to  the 
declaration  of  my  honorable  colleague,  as  para- 
lyzing the  war,  I  cannot  be  coDstdered  as  adding 
a  fMog  to  the  poignant  feelings  and  keeraied 
honor  of  my  native  land.  Sir,  I  am  wedded  to 
its  soil  for  life^  its  natural  prodactiaos  are  in- 
Titing.  I  will  never  prevail  on  myself  to  leave 
them  for  that  of  any  other;  its  Gtovemraent 
maintaining  to  all  its  citizens  rational  liberty. 
To  be  compelled  to  change  Its  form  for  that  of 
the  corrupt  and  towerinff  monarchies  of  the  an- 
cient'world,  to  roe,  would  be  death.  Yes,  sir,  a 
combination  of  love,  hoimr,4ind  gratitude^  binds 
every  American  heart  to  be  fhithfol  to  its  inter- 
ests, and  hold  inviolate  its  sacred  Constitution  ; 
and  1  humbly  trust,  that  so  long  as  it  sbaii  please 
Him  who  gave  me  being,  to  permit  reason  to 
direct  my  mind,  I  sball  not,  by  any  act  of  mine, 
infringe  either.  I  repeat,  I  will  not  paralyze  the 
war;  I  will  not  succumb  to  the  enemy.  This 
bill  will  operate  reciprocally  if  ie  becomes  a  law. 
We-  retain  from  foreign  nations  the  use  of  our 
seamen,  and  they  retain  from  us  their  seamen. 
This  agreement  will  be  much  in  our  faror  if  it 
ever  shall  be  acceded  to. 

Where,  let  me  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the 
honest  American,  then,  who  feels  indignant  at 
the  violation  of  honor ;  who  feels  for  the  injuries 
heaped  upon  his  country?  All  such  must  take 
their  stands,  fight,  and  cqnquer.  Thus  far  have 
I  gone;  T  go  no  further.  This  will^  I  think,  be 
their  language,  and  be  who  will  not  hold  it,  illy 
indeed  deserves  the  name  of  an  American. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Wright)  has 
opposed  this  bill  in  all  its  scales  with  bis  usual 
zeal  and  eloquence.  His  philanthropy  has  car- 
ried him  so  far,  if  I  understood  him.  as  to  fight 
the  cause  of  the  oppressed  of  the  wliole  world. 
To  prevent  them  from  enjoying  all  the  privileges 
of  native  born  citizens,  would  in  fact  be  a  viola- 
tion of  their  rights  after  they  had  come  into  this 
country.  Thus  far.  with  him,  I  would  afford 
them  protection  under  our  forms  of  law.  Their 
personal  liberty  should  not  be  invaded ;  and,  when 
naturalized,  they  ought  to  participate  in  directing 
the  afiairs  of  this  nation  so  long  as  they  remained 
with  us. 

Beyond  our  territorial  limits  I  am  not  willing 
to  extend  my  obligation  to  follow  those  to  whom^ 
as  yet,  I  am  not  united  as  fellow-citizens.  For 
proteciion  against  the  Qorernment  of  the  coun- 
try whieh  gave  them  birth,  or  any  other^  I  per- 
haps would  not  be  justifiable  in  hazardmg  my 
own  peace,  much  less  that  of  my  country,  were 
I  to  attempt  it  at  this  or  any  future  day. 

We  owemoeh  to  ourselves.  It  is  a  maxim  in- 
enleated  to  us  in  early  life — protect  yourself,  and 
your  own  household.  So  in  public;  the  safety 
and  tranqttillity  of  the  State  should  be  the  chief 
care  of  every  one  ia  authority.  This  being  the 
Qovernment  of  the  people^  it  eqnally  becomes 
their  duty  to  avoid  everything  they  can  oousist- 


ent  with  honor  and  justice  which  could  impair 
either  in  the  most  remote  degree. 

Mr.  Speaker,  compacts  are  seldom  entered  into 
on  any  other  principle  than  reciprocal  benefits. 
Our  naturalization  system  and  regulations  shoold 
be  bottomed  on  the  same  principle,  both  in  rda- 
lion  to  the  Government  as  well  as  the  people,  in 
their  individual  character.  It  is  a  fact,  whieh 
will  not  be  denied,  that  many  foreigners  come  to 
this  country,  remain  sufficiently  long  among  us 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  rights  of  citizenihin,. 
and  then  depart  to  the  land  of  their  nativity^  sit 
down  in  business  as  the  interest  of  trade  directs ;. 
they  are  either,  as  conscience  dictates,  American 
citizens  or  not.  Among  those,  to  use  the  words 
of  an  Irish  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  there 
are  Englishmen.  Scotchmen,  and  some  Irishmen^ 
who  sit  thems^lvea  down  in  business  under  the 
protection  of  either  England  or  America,  giving 
them  a  manifest  advantage  over  the  citizen,  who 
is  a  merchant  in  this  country.  They  ought  not 
to  be  considered  as  Americans  if  they  Uike  up 
their  residence  in  foreign  countries^  or  act  this 
double  character. 

You  cannot  put  off  from  you  a  native  born 
citizen,^  it  is  said ;  nor  can  you,  says  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Lagogc,)  prohibit 
a  citizen  expatriating  himself.  I  feel  no  mind  to 
enter*  into  a  train  of  reasoning  upon  these  topics. 
If  they  be  true,  they  appear  to  me  to  he  irrecon- 
cileahie.  The  Government  shall  afford  protec- 
tion to  one  of  its  citizens,  who  has  renounced  to 
it  all  fealty  and  allegiance,  and  solemnly  prom- 
ise it  to  another.  Sir,  a  man  caniiot  serve  two 
masters ;  he  must  hate. the  one  and  love  the  other. 
He  that  will  come,  let  him  come;  and  he  that 
will  go,  let  him  go.  This  u  in  part  my  political 
catecSusm. 

We  have.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  right  to  legislate 
upon  this  subject  whenever  the  interest  of  the 
nation  may  require  it,  and  that  right  can  only  be 
exercised  oy  Congress  to  render  it  obligatory*— 
see  the  Constitution.  The  question  is,  is  it  pioli- 
tic  to  ^egiolate  at  this  time  upon  this  subject? 

It  has  been  repeatedly  said,  that  Washington, 
Adams,  Jefferson, /and  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate, all  have  uMde  similar  propositions  to  those 
contained  in  this  bill  to  the  British  Gk>vernmenr, 
of  which  alone  we  have  to  complain  for  exercis- 
ing the  riffht,  or  rather  practising  upon  our  citi- 
zens that  diabolical  system  of  impressment. 

It  is  said  by  a  large  portion  of  this  House,  that 
peace  would  be  restored  if  a  system  like  this 
were  adopted;  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
was  insincere  in  his  propositions ;  that  we  were 
waging  a  destructive  and  unnecessary  war;  that 
protecting  foreigners  in  our  sea-service  was  the 
only  pretext,  and  so  soon  as  you  exclude  them 
from  the  service,  peace  will  be  restored  and  im- 
pressments cease  forever;  under  these  circum- 
stances they  could  not  support  a  war.  Maniibst 
a  disposition,  say  they,  to  the  adoption  of  a  sys- 
tem which  will  exclude  from  our  sea-service'this 
description  of  people,  and  we  will  maintain  the 
essential  riffhis  of  Alnerie)l^  the  persons  of  citi- 
zens shall  be  held  sacred.    To  acquire,  siriand 
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test  the  sinceritir  and  troth  of  these  remarks,  i 
am  willing  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  at  this 
time. 

The  bill,  if  ever  it  goes  into  operation,  as  has 
been  repeatedly  said,  will  be  reciprocally  so.  It 
dioes  not  withhold  its  protection  from  natire  or 
naturalized  citizens,  nor  those  who  have,  under 
the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  intimated 
their  intention  of  becoming  citizens;  Che  faith  of 
our  laws  and  the  honor  of  the  nation  are  pre- 
served: none  can  complain.  Union  at  home, 
and  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  are  my 
motives,  having  given  my  vote  in  favor  of  the 
war,  and  all  the  measures  hitherto  adopted  in  its 
eupporr.  If  gentlemen  will  have  this  as  a  peace 
measure,  I  can,  with  equal  justice  to  n^yself  and 
to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre* 
sent,  declare  what  will  in  part  20  to  restore  peace, 
should  that  prove  the  immediate  result.  But, 
sir.  however  desirable  that  object  is  to  us  ail,  this 
bill  will  not,  I  fear,  effect  it  so  suddenly.  I  sup- 
port it  as  one  of  the  strongest  war  measures  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  .this  House,  upon 
which  ground  it  shall  have  my  cordial  vote — ^I 
mean  union  at  home^  and  a  tigorout  proaecUiion 
of  the  wavj  as  the  only  and  best  peace  measure. 

Mr.  duKMCT  said  that  he  should  submit  a  very 
few  remarks  in  illustration  of  the  grouads  of  his 
vote-— that  it  was  his  original  intention  not  to 
have  made  any,  and  he  should  not  have  deviated 
from  that  purpose  were  it  not  that  the  charge  of 
inconsistency  had  been  carefully  and  repeatedly 
insinuated  as  lying  against  those  on  his  side  of 
the  House  who  should  vote  in  opposition  to  the 
proposed  bill.  It  had  been  said  that  this  was  our 
policy,  that  it  was  what  we  had  recommended, 
that  we  were  pledged  to  support  the  bill,  that  It 
was  what  we  had  previously  stated  as  the  cause 
of  national  duty  on  this  subject.  He  said  he  was 
induced  to  rise  on  another  account.  He  was 
about  to  differ  in  vote,  from  very  manjr,  perhaps 
from  a  majority,  of  those  with  whom  it  was  his 
happiness  on  other  occasions  to  coincide.  He 
thought,  therefore,  he  owed  it  in  some  degree  to 
himself  to  show  that  the  grounds  of  his  vote 
were  neither  light  nor  trivial;  that  they  were 
such  as  he  was  both  willing  to  explain  and  able 
to  defend. 

Mr.  d.  said  that  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  bill,  so  far  from  constituting  a  project  which 
those  on  his  side  of  the  House  had  ever  advocated, 
and  on  that  account  were  pledged,  under  the  ter- 
rors of  a  charge  of  ioconsisteocy  to  support; 
that  it  was  a  project  which  no  man  on  any  side 
of  any  House— -which  no  man  in  this  nation  had 
ever  advocated,  nor  even  conceived  as  a  aerious 
scheme  of  practical  policy  until  it  burst  upon  the 
aetonished  vision  from  the  gentleman  of  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Grundt.)  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  never  heard  it,  until  that  day,  he  would  not 
say,  even  proposed  as  a  serious  purpose,  but  nqt 
even  suggested  as  one  of  the  dreams'  of  the 
imagination. 

Mr.  d.  said  that  he  had  heard  of  the  wisdom 
of  giving  preferences  to  native  over  foreign  sea- 
men ;  that  he  had  heard  of  excluding  British  sea- 


men ;  that  he  had  heard  of  virtually  excluding 
foreign  seamen  in  general  from  our  service  by 
certain  gfadaal  and  temperate  regulations  which 
shoald  give  the  merchant  an  opportunity  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency  such  exclusion  would  produce 
oy  an  increased  stock  of  native  seamen,  which 
such  encouragement  would  create.  Of  all  this 
he  had  heard.  For  the  wisdom  of  such  a  system 
of  regulations,  he  and  his  friends  had  contended ; 
but  never  did  he  hear  of  such  a  proposition  as 
that  oontalned  in  this  bill.  Never  had  he  heard 
of  the  total  and  absolute  exclueion  of  the  seamen 
of  all  foreign  tiations  at  a  blow ;  never  that  such 
exclusion  was  to  be  proffered  by  wav  of  tempta- 
tion to  the. caprice  or  the  interest  ol  other  Gov- 
ernmsnls,  and  to  taiw  place  or  not,  accordins  to 
the  cool  calculations  they  might  make  at  their 
leisure -concerning  their  policy  or  Interest ;  never 
that  the  number  of  American  citizens  employed 
abroad  was  so  great,  and  their  absence  so  injuri- 
ous to  us,  that  it  was  the  part  of  natioaal  policy 
to  bribe  forei|;n  nations  to  drive  them  back  again 
to  the  American  shores,  by  proffering  to  every 
foreign  Gov^nment,  in  caae  they  would  do  it,  to 
reciprocate  the  same  favor  towards  such  foreign 
Governments  by  driving  their  subjects  out  of 
our  employ.  Such  ace  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.  In  their  nature  they  are  novel,  unantici- 
pated, and  never  imagined.  Whatever  may  be 
their  merit  or  demerit,  there  is  not  a  man  in  this 
nation  who  is  not  free  to  accept,  or  free  to  reject 
them.  No  man  can  be  pledged  to  support  a  sys- 
tem which  he  had  never  advocated,  never  con- 
templated, nor,  as  a  {ft'actical  measure,  ever  con- 
ceived. Thus  much,  Mr.  Ct.  said,  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  say  with  respect  to  the  charge  of 
inconsistency  which  had  been  insinuated  against 
those  who  might  oppose  this  bill  on  his  side  of 
the  House, 

Mr.  Q..  said  that  it  was  very  likely  that  in  a 
general  argument  having  relation  to  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  employment  of  seamen,  with  refer* 
ence  to  the  particular  state  of  things  existing  be- 
tween us  and  Great  Britain,  or  having  in  view  a 
gradual  reduction  of  the  number  of  forei|rn  sea- 
men it  our  service  bv  establishing  certain  wise 
preferences  in  favor  01  native  seamen,  that  some 
general  expression  may  have  been  used  which 
might  give  a  color  to  the  opinion  that  an  ulti- 
mate exclusion  of  foreigners  from  our  employ- 
ment was  contemplated.  I  doubt,  said  he,  it*  this 
is  the  case.  But,  certainly,  it  was  never  proposed 
or  conceived  that  this  should  be  done  by  an  in- 
stantaneous regulation,  on  a  ground  of  recipro- 
cating with  foreign  nations  the  driving  away 
their  citizens  on  condition  of  their  driting  away 
ours.  Whatever  argument  on  this  subject  has 
ever  been  urged  by  myself,  or  by  atiy  of  those 
gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  happiness  to 
be  associated  in  political  opinion*  iuanlways  had 
in  view  one  or  other  of  two*  objects^  and  were 
regulated  by  one  or  other  of  two  prinjciples. 
The  extreme  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  her 
seamen,  and  the  great  temptation  whioh  the  com- 
paratively great  race  of  wages  in  this.  e<Hmtry. 
aided  by  the  aimilarity  of  our  habits  and  charac- 
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ter,  held  out  to  her  seaoneD,  sefiyvied  to  coDstitnte 
a  state  of  tbiogs  out  of  which  resulted  an  obli- 
gation upon  the  United  States  to  limit  the.iojary 
thus  iueiden tally  done  to  her  by  some  regulation, 
either  directly  exelndiog  her  subjects,  or,  at  least, 
dimioiehiog  the  temptation  which  ihe  condition 
of  thiDgs  in  this  country  offered  to  the  cupidity 
of  her  seaipen.    Thus,  doing  her  less  injury,  she 
would  have  less  reason  to  complain,  and  less  jus- 
tificaiion  for  a  resort  to  the  exercise  of  her  claim 
of  impressment.    This,  it  was*  contended,  would 
be  a  precursor  of  relief  from  that  suffering.    At 
least,  that  it  was  our  duty  to  idake  a  trial  of  this 
policy^  previous  to  a  war  on  that  account..    Such 
was  the  principle  and  policy  of  the  gentlemen  on 
his  side  of  the  House,  in  this  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion.     There  was  another  principle  of  policy 
which  this  embarrassment  or  our  relations  with 
Oreat  Britain  suggested.    The  thoughts  of  re- 
flecting men  were  drawn  to  consider  the  basis  on 
which  ihe  interests  of  aavigatioo  rested,  and  it 
hogan  to  be  seen,  and  was  contended  that,  by  a 
gradual  and  systematic  exclusion  of  foreign  sea- 
men, the  condition  of  our  maritime  affairs  would 
be  iuftproved  by  a  service  exclusively,  or  in  a 
great  measure^  composed  of  native  citizens.    Be- 
yond the  limiiation  resulting  from  these  two 
princi'piefl,  and  having  relation  to  these  two  ob- 
jects, no  proposition  was  ever  seriously  suggested. 
It  never  was  heard  nor  thought  that  the  United 
States  were  losers  by  the  employment  of  fbreign 
seamen.     It  was  never  heard  that  we  could  be 
gainers   by  a  system  of  reciprocal  provisions, 
which,  adopted  on  somesudden  suggestion, should 
force  home  the  few  native  citizens  of  ours  which' 
were  in  the  employ  of  foreigp  nations,  and  force 
away  the  mvltitudes  of  foreign  subjects,  which 
were  confessedly  and  notoriously  in  our  employ. 
There  is  a  something,  said  Mr.  d.,  singularly 
strange  and  mysterious  in  the  manner  in  which 
this  bill  is  made  to  pass  through  thij^  House. 
Never  did  any  bill  meet  with  so  many  counter- 
currents  and  repugnant  eddies  in  its  course ;  yet, 
it  bolde  its  way  notwithstanding,  and  seems  to  be 
facilitated  rather    than  obstructed   by   circomr 
stances  apparently  so  inauspicious.  .  On  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  it  is  advocated  as  a  measare  of 
permanent  -policy ;  on  this  side,  as  a  temporary 
expedient.    There,  it  is  carefully  and  systemati- 
cally denied  to  have  any  pacific  intention ;  here, 
it  is  as  carefully  and  systematically  inculcated  as 
a  measure  of  a  certain  pacific  result.    At  one 
moment  it  is  asserted  to  be  an  independent  regu- 
latiopj  yielding  nothing  to  Great  Britain ;  at  the 
next.  It  is  said  to  be  proffering  her  so  much  that 
if  she  fail  to  accept  the  proposition  ail  hearts  and 
hands  must  without  fail  unite  in  the  war.    By 
this  sort  of  vacillating,  accommodating  argu- 
ment, every  species  of  political  party  seeou  to  be 
fascinated,  and  made  to  concur  in  the  immediate 
object.    We  for  peace ;  they  for  war.    We  pull- 
ing one  way  ;  they  another.    We  looking  North ;' 
they  South.    We  East;  the^  West.    All  give 
the  machine  the  same  direction.    By  the  exer- 
tions of  all^  the  passaffe  of  the  bill  is  facilitated. 
Considering  the  character  of  the  politicaf  fa- 


thers of  this  bill,  and  their  known  interests  and 
connexions,  its  principle  is  not  less  suspicious 
than  its  parliamentary  course  is  mj^sterious.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  extent  of  their  political  lives,  the 
friends  of  this  proposition,  for  a  total  exclusion  of 
foreign  seamen,  have  maintained  the  right  and 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  employ  them 
in  the  fullest  and  most  unlimited  extent.  And 
now,  in  a  breath,  at  a  thought,  without  any  pre- 
vious warning,  they  turn  round  and  propose  to 
exclude  them  akpgether.  Can  any  man  have 
faith  in  the  sincerity  of  those  who  advocate  so 
extravagant  a  proposition,  in  face  of  all  thei^  pre- 
vious theories  and  professions?  Can  any  man, 
who  knows  the  nature  of  this  country  and  the 
composition  of  its  population,  believe  in  its  prac- 
ticability 7  Sir.  what  are  the  people  of  the  Uni-' 
ted  States  in  respect  to  their  composite  charac- 
ter? Are  they  a  simple  homogeneous  race  of 
men  ?  Did  we  all  spring  out  of  mushroom  soil  ? 
Does  each  of  us  carry  about  him  the  marks  of  the 
grit  and  clay  of  his  mother  earth  ?  Sir,  the  fact 
IS  altogether  the  reverse.  The  column  of  our 
American  State  is  neither  composed  of  flint  nor 
of  granite,  but  rather  of  a  sort  of  pudding-stone ; 
of  a  casual  collection  of  distinct  individual:^,  ag- 
gregated together,  with  no  selection  in  the  parti- 
culars, and  little  strength  in  the  cement.  In  a 
nation  thus  constituted,  it  is  now  seriously  pro- 
posed, as  it  is  pretended,  to  turn  all  foreigners 
from  its  sea  service,  and  to  form,  by  a  sort  of 
parliamentary  magic,  in  a  moment,  a  new  marine 
of  pure  and  exclusive  native  citizens.  Let  who 
will  believe  in  this  project.  I  do  not.  Consid- 
ering the  quarter  from  whicn  it  comes,  I  believe 
as  little  in  its  sincerity  as  I  do  in  its  practica- 
bility. 

Suf,  if  I  wished  to  press  far  into  the  discussion 
of  this  bill,  which  I  do  not,  I  would  ask,  what 
has  become  of  that  great  doctrine  of  the  right  of 
expatriation,  so  obtrusively  and  clamorously  main- 
tained, from  the  first  estaolishment  of  our  nation- 
al Government  down  to  the  present  day,  by  the 
patrons  and  authors  of  this  bill,  their  friends  and 
supporters  ?  Are  all  those  choice  topics  of  dec- 
lamation to  be  abandoned  ?  Are  they  forgotten 
by  ffentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  ? 
Ir  they  are,  will  they  be  forgotten  by  this  people? 
This  bill  proceeds  upon  the  principle,  that  the 
right  of  expatriation  does  not  exist  in  the  sub- 
jects of  foreign  Qovernments.  For,  if  it  does  ex- 
ist, then  such  foreign  Gbvernment  has  no  ri^ht 
to  reclaim  them,  and  we  have  no  right  to  drive 
them  home.  The  bill  abjures  this  right  of  ex- 
patriation) and,  in  doing  this^  cuts  up  by  the  roots 
net  only  the  claim  of  the  individuals  whom  it 
contemplates  to  force  back  to  the  service  of  their 
respective  sovereigns,  but  also  your  whole  right 
to  protect,  beyond  the  limits  of  your  localjuris- 
diciion,  even  your  naturalized  citizens.  For,  if 
the  right  of  expatriation  do  not  exist,  then  every 
foreigner,  in  taxing  upon  himself  the  obligations 
of  allegiance  to  this  country,  does  it  subject  to 
the  inalienable  principle  of  native  allegiance 
wnich  this  bill  admits  to  exist.  So  that  it  recog- 
nises the  justice  of  the  claim  of  foreign  Sover- 
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eigns  to  their  original  ^objects,  as  well  those  who 
are  naturalized,  as  those  who  are  not.  I  wish  to  be 
understood  as  making  no  objection  on  this  ac- 
count ;  I  ask,  only,  wliere  is  the  consistency  of 
it?  I  see  the  effects  of  this  bill  too  plainly,  not 
to  be  satisfied  that  it  does  not  abandon  the  pro- 
jects for  which  the  clamor  about  the  right  of  ex- 
patriation was  originally  raised.  It  Yaries  the 
means,  without  losing  sight  of  the  end.  It  is, 
however,  most  extraordinary,  that  men,  who  have 
been  all  their  lives  long^  perfect  knizht  errant?,  in 
favor  of  distressed  foreigners,  who  have  set  their 
spears  in  their  rests,  and  gone  tilting  all  over  the 
world  in  defence  of  oppressed  humanity  ;  who 
have  been  inviting  it  to  our  shores  with  both 
hands,  should  turn  round  at  once,  and  pretend  to 
be  about  to  send  them  all  home  again,  and  leave 
them  to  the  mercy  of  ancient  systems  and  of 
their  former  masters. 

But  this  is  not  all.  This  great  right  of  expat- 
riation, which  the  advocates  of  this  bill  and  their 
political  friends  have  been  maintaining  these 
twenty  years,  in  favor  of  all  the  world,  is  now 
denied  bv  the  bill  to  exist,  even  in  our  own  citi- 
zens. Tlie  reciprocity  of  the  bif  1  consists  in  this, 
that  these,  our  citizens,  should  be  forced  home, 
according  to  the  obligations  of  their  natural  alle- 
giance. For,  on  this  principle  alone,  have  we  a 
right  to  claim  their  return.  Thus  strange  and 
mysterious  is  both  the  character  and  parliamen- 
tary course  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Q^  said  that  his  first  objection  to  the  bill, 
considered  in  the  light  in  wnich  it  had  been 
placed  by  its  advocates,  as  a  measure  of  perma- 
nent policy,  was,  that  its  provisions  were  unna* 
tural.  Bv  which  he  meant,  that  they  were  irre- 
concileable  with  the  known  nature,  and  habits, 
and  preiudices,  of  the  great  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  These  had  always  been  ac- 
customed to  the  employment  of  foreigners  in  their 
sea  service,  and  been  taught  to  view  it  in  a  favor- 
able light.  Now,  although  it  might  be  wise  to 
counteract  these  prejudices,  and  to  change  these 
habits,  yet  this  could  not  be  done  suddenly,  nor 
bv  virtue  of  mere  law.  It  must  be  done  gradu- 
ally; and,  as  it  were,  insensibly,  by  such  system- 
atic, temperate  regulations,  from  which  no  great 

temporaryembarras8mentshoQldre8ult,and  which 
would  make  the  community  more  ready  to  co- 
operate with  the  general  policy.  Nothing  violent 
could  be  permanent.  And  considering  the  pre- 
vious practice  and  prejudices  of  the  community, 
nothing  was  ever  more  violentljr  repugaant  to 
both  than  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  d.  said,  another  objection  was,  that  the 
bill  proceeded  upon  the  assumption  of  a  state  of 
things  as  a  fact,  which  was  notoriously  false. 
The  only  possible  ground  upon  which  a  proposi- 
tion, such  as  that  contained  in  this  bill,  could  be 
made  to  all  the  nations  of  (he  world,  must  be  that 
of  interest.  Wef  would  offer  to  drive  their  sub- 
jects out  of  our  y^m ploy,  on  the  proposed  condi- 
tion, that  they  ;«hould  drive  our  citizens  out  t^ 
theirs,  only  oti  the  principle  that,  in  the  present 
existing  reciprocation  of  service,  we  were  losers 
and  they  gainers.    Now,  who  believes  that  this 


is  the  case  ?  Who  ever  heard  that  their  employ- 
ment of  our  citizens  was  an  injury  ?  The  par- 
ticular circomstaoces  of  the  British  nation,  and 
the  temptation  which  employment  in  our  marine 
and  merchant  service  offered  to  her  seamen,  was 
a  cause  of  embarrassment  with  her,  which,  in  re- 
lation to  that  nation,  it  was  important  to  obviate. 
But  Great  Britain  out  of  the  question,  and  the 
employment  of  the  mariners  of  other  nations  is 
highly  useful  and  important  to  us;  and  particu- 
larly is  it  important,  if  we  are  about  to  set  our- 
selves seriously  to  drive  from  our  employ  British 
seamen. 

Mr.  Q^  said  that  the  nature  of  the  argamenu 
which  had  been  urged  in  support  of  the  bill,  and 
the  particular  character  of  the  support  it  bad  re- 
ceived, was  another  objection.  The  particaiar 
argument'in  favor  of  the  bill  had  been  vacillating 
from  one  principle  to  another.  It  was  uncertain 
as  to  its  tendency,  and  plainly  a  game  of  expe- 
dients, and  not  the  foundation  of  any  enlarged 
system  of  policy.  Plain  eood  intention  is  easily 
discerned.  It  is  direct  and  steady  in  all  its  move- 
ments :  its  object  is  distinct,  and  its  course  to- 
wards it  certain.  In  this  way  confidence  is  in- 
spired. But  who  can  have  confidence  in  a  mea- 
sure which,  in  its  nature,  contravenes  all  the 
previouslv  declared  maxims  of  its  advocates,  rel- 
ative to  tne  subject;  and  which,  on  one  hand,  is 
supported  as  a  measure  of  war,  and  on  the  other 
as  a  measure  of  peace ;  in  the  House,  as  yielding 
nothing  to  Great  Britain^  and  out  of  it,  as  yield- 
ing everything  1  It  is  impossible-^ood  never 
did  proceed  from  a  oontrivance  of  tEis  motley, 
nondescript  character. 

Had  the  proposition  contained  in  this  bill  been 
adopted  in  a  time  of  peace  had  it  been  temperate 
in  its  character,  had  it  reference  to  any  distinct 
interest,  by  which  it  was  modelled,  Its  effects  must 
have  been  in  the  highest  degree  salutary.  In 
such  a  course,  adopted  under  such  auspices,  Great 
Britain  would  have  seen  a  wise  intelligence  ope- 
rating, on  which  she  might  have  calculated.  But 
what  calculation  can  be  made  on  the  provisions 
of  this  bill?  Will  that  nation,  or  any  other,  credit 
that  the  United  States  are  seriously  intending  to 
drive  all  but  native  and  naturalized  seamen  out 
of  their  employ  ?  Or,  if  such  be  our  intention, 
will  it  not  be  viewed,  as  it  is,  a  temporary  expe- 
dient, having  reference  to  particular  exigencies ; 
and  which  will  be  abandoned  as  soon  as  tne  pres- 
ent end  is  answered  ? 

I  know  it  ia  said,  that  the  generalization  of  this 
bill  is  a  mere  cover  to  conceal  its  true  nature, 
which  it  is  pretended,  out  of  doors,  is  that  of  a 
proffer  to  Great  Britain,  and  that  foreign  nations 
will  not  reciprocate.  For  my  pert,  I  shall  won- 
der, indeed,  if  they  do  not.  For,  Great  Britain 
excepted,  there  is  nor  an  European  nation,  as  I 
believe,  which  would  not  be  gainers,  and  in  the 
same  proportion  would  the  Unitea  States  be 
losers,  by  the  reciprocity. 

As  a  system  of  general  policy,  then,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  are  illusive.  It  remains  to  be 
considered  what  efficacy  the  bill  will  have  in  the 
attainmeut  of  peace,  so  anxiously  and  to  justly 
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desired  b^  the  people  of  the  United  States.    It  is 
said  to  be  an  iastrument  of  peace.    It  h,  in  my  ap- 
prehension, altogether  the  reverse.    It  has  not  that 
tendency;  nor  do  I  believe  it  introdaeed  with 
that  intention.    I  give  entire  credit  to  the  gen« 
tleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grundy)  when  he 
says,  it  is  not  a  measore  of  peace.    It  has  not 
that  intention.    I  ask  this  qoestion,  Mr.  Speaker : 
Suppose  an  agent  of  yours  has  full  powers  to  ne- 
gotiate upon  any  subject;  and  that  he  should 
come  to  you  and  ask  a  limitation  of  those  powers 
— what  reason  can  he  have?    Plainly,  but  one, 
he  means  to  have  a  justification,  in  his  hand,  (n 
case  he  refuses  certain  terms  of  settlement  which 
may  be  offered.    Having  full  powers  to  do  his 
best,  if  he  reject  any  offers,  the  responsibility  rests 
upon  himself.    But  if  he  have  terms  and  condi- 
tions specified  by  which  he  is  to  to  govern  him- 
self, then  be  is  justified  in  refusing  any  proposi- 
tion, not  fairly  included  within  the  terras  of  limi- 
tation. 

This  is  precisely  the  situation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  this,  as  I  conceive,  is 
the  exact  bearing  of  this  project. 

It  is  foreseen  that  negotiation  of  some  kind  will 
soon  be  inevitable.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  has  full  power  to  negotiate  upon  this  suh- 
ject.  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 
His  business  and  his  duty  are  to  exercise  his  en- 
tire powers,  free  and  full,  as  that  inMrnment  has 
granted  them,  and  make  the  best  arrangement 
e  can.  His  duty  then,  is  to  come  to  the  Senate, 
and,  if  necessary  to  the  House— and  say,  ^  Theise 
^  are  the  best  terms  I  can  make ;  ratify,  or  reject 

*  them,  according  to  your  sense  of  public  duty. 
'  I  have  done  my  duty.    It  remains  for  yoo  to  do 

*  yours." 

This  is  the  plain  and  the  onlv  Constitutional 
course.  The  provisions  of  the  bill  reverse  the 
whole  order  of  proceedings.  It  causes  the  Legis- 
lature to  present  an  uUimatum  to  Qreat  Britain ; 
to  which,  if  she  does  not  accede,  the  President 
throws  the  re^^nsibility  of  continuing  the  war 
upon  Congress,  who  have  thus  limited  the  genet 
ral  authority  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  in  vain 
to  say  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  not,  in 
effect,  a  limitation  of  the  treaty-making  power  of 
the  Executive.  In  the  nature  of  things  it  most 
be  so.  It  is  so  undeniably  upon  the  grounds,  on 
which  rest  the  very  argument,  on  which  it  is 
maintained  that  this  bill  is  necessary.  The  rea^ 
son  for  passing  this  bill  isj  that  as  the  subject 
must  require  Legislative  interposition,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
know  to  what  point  the  Legislature  will  advance, 
in  such  settlement;  and  that  without  such  pre- 
vious declaration  of  the  Lcffislature,  that  foreign 
nations  can  have  no  confidence  in  any  treaties 
which  may  be  made,  since  the  Legislature  are 
not  bound  to  enact  the  requisite  provisions.  It  is, 
then,  apparent  that  if  this  bill  be  necessary  to 

?:ive  confidence  in  any  treaty  which  shall  wo  thus 
ar,  that  a  treaty  can  be  entitled  to  no  confidence, 
which  would  go  farther.  In  other  words,  be- 
yond the  limits  of  our  law,  the  treaty-making 
power  cannot  advance. 


One  of  two  things  is  inevitable.  Either  the 
terms  of  the  bill  are  more  than  Great  Britain 
will  require  from  us,  or  they  are  Less.  If  they 
are  more,  we  have  shown  our  whole  hand, 
and  cannot  hope  for  anything  better  than  our 
own  voluntary  terms.  It  they  are  less,  negotia- 
tion is  hopeless.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  will  never  dare  go  beyond  what  this  bill 
authorizes,  when  it  is  said  that,  to  so  as  far  as  this, 
it  is  necessary  that  such  a  bill  should  pass. 
In<  this  lies  the  mischief  of  this  bill.  It  offers  in 
effect,  as  our  tdtimatumy  terms  which  Great  Brit- 
ain has  rejected,  over  and  over  again.  It  prof- 
fers terms,  apparently,  but  not  really,  reciprocal. 
When  rejected  by  her,  as  they  will  be,  the  Ex- 
ecutive has  obtained  an  apology  for  continuing 
the  war,  and  the  opportunity  to  cast  the  respon- 
sibility of  its  continuance  upon  Congress. 

Mr.  Q,.  said,  that  to  show  how  utterly  destitute 
of  all  reciprocity^  even  in  terms,  its  provisions 
were,  he  would  only  refer  to  a  single  circumstance. 
By  the  first  section,  we  require  Great  Britain  to 
permit  us  to  retain,  in  our  own  employment,  all 
her  native  citizens,  whom  we  have  naturalized, 
or  who  have  declared,  or  shall  declare  before  a 
treaty  is  made,  their  intention  to  become  natu- 
ralized. In  the  eighth  section,  which  contains 
the  pretended  reciprocating  proposition,  we  re- 
quire Gteat  Britain  to  prohibit  from  her  employ- 
ment all  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
without  exception  of  those  naturalized,  or  those 
voluntarily  resident.  The  very  class  of  her  citi- 
zens which  'we  claim  the  right  of  keeping,  is  the 
very  class  of-  our  citizens  which  we  demand  of 
her  tb  restore.  And  this  .is  called  reciprocal  I 
These  are  the  terms,  to  which  if  Great  Britain 
do  not  accede,  all  Americans  are  forever  after 
bound  to  unite  heart  and  hand  in  the  war  I  For 
my  part,  I  consider  it,  said  Mr.  €1.,  as  no  pacific 
measure.  Its  true  purpose  is  to  give  a  peace  as- 
pect to  the  time — to  clear  the  atmosphere,  for  a 
moment,  so  that  the  money-gudgeons  may  be 
made  to  bite  sharp  at  the  Treasury  hook.  He 
said  that  he  viewed  it  as  a  scheme  calculated  to' 
deceive  the  people — to  buoy  them  up  with  false 
hopes,  when  the  real  intention  was  to  continue 
the  war.  Under  this  belief,  it  should  have  no 
support  from  him. 

Mr.  d.  concluded  by  apologizing  for  the  desul- 
tory manner  in  which  he  had  treatoi  the  project — 
that  he  had  gone  farther  into  its  examination 
than  he  had  at  first  intended ;  his  chief  motive  in 
rising  having  been  to  repel  the  charge  of  inooosis* 
tency ;  and  to  make  such  an  explanation  of  his 
vote,  when  he  was  about  to  differ  from  many  of 
his  political  friends,  as  might  show  the  true  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  proceeded. 

Mr.  GouwBOROUGB  s«id,  that  late  as  it  was  in 
the  day.  and  anxious  as  the  House  appeared  to 
be  for  the  question  upon  the  bill  under  consider- 
tion,  he  was  under  the  neoessitjr  of  asking  their 
indulgence,  and  of  soliciting  their  attention  for  a 
few  moments.  ■  It  was  not  his  intention  to  en- 
gage fully  in  this  debate,  or  to  detain  them  bv 
an  extended  argument  on  the  merits  of  the  bill 
|«fore  them ;  he  had  ao  namely  to  make  prose- 
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lytes  to  it ;  for  be  bad  do  b«sitatioii  caodidly  to 
own,  tb at  to  its  fate  be  felt  almost  aa  entire  iodif- 
fereDce ;  he  cared  very  little  wbetber  it  shoald 
be  passed  or  rejected.  But  as  he  had  made  up 
bis  mind  to  TOtefor  the  bill,  it  beeame  necessary, 
in  consequence  of  obserTations  that  had  fallen 
fbom  its  partienlar  advocates  and  patrons,  to  of- 
fer some  explanation,  for  the  purpose  of  obviat- 
ing improper  constructions^  and  of  prerenting 
the  erroneous  inferences  and  implications,  with 
which  they  seemed  disposed  to  entangle  and  em- 
iMrrass  the  course  he  had  determined  to  pursue. 
He  wished  also  to  state  his  view  of  the  true 
character  and  nature  of  this  bill,  and  to  assign 
the  reasons  that  bad  influenced  his  determination 
to  Tote  in  favor  of  it,  although  he  felt  very  little 
interest  about  it,  and  therefore  did  not  profess  to 
be  one  of  its  advocates. 

This  bill,  Mr.  G.  said,  had  been  advocated  on 
the  ground  of  its  intrinsic  wisdom  and  excellence, 
as  a  permanent  navigation  system  for  the  United 
States ;  and,  also,  of  the  peculiar  fitness  of  its 
provisions  to  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  reia* 
tions.  in  reference  to  the  war  in  which  we  are 
involved.  As  to  its  merits,  when  viewed  in  the 
firstof  these  characters,  he  had  little  to  say.  With- 
out pretending  to  that  extent  of  information,  or 
possessing  any  of  that  experience  in  commercial 
affiurs,  which  would  qualify  him  to  decide  on 
the  policv  and  wssdom  of  any  eyetem  of  thai  sort 
that  might  be  presented  to  his  notice,  be  would 
only  OMcrve,  that  he  had  always  supposed  it 
would  be  beneficial  in  a  national  view,  gradually 
to  exclude  foreign  seamen  from  our  vessels,  as 
noon  and  as  extensively  as  could  be  codsistent 
with  the  practical  convenience  of  our  merchants. 
Such  a  regulation,  by  excluding  foreigners  from 
comittg  into  competition  with  native  American 
seaoien,  and  thus  firing  to  the  latter  the  en- 
oouragement  to  which  they  seemed  justly  enti- 
tled, he  believed  would  be  attended  with  the 
obvious  and  great  national  advantage  of  raising 
up,  in  a  few  years,  a  nnxnerous  and  hardy  race  of 
real  Amdrican  sailors,  adequate  both  to  the  com- 
merce and  the  defence  of  the' country.  If  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  were:  calculated  to  produce 
that  effect,  of  which  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  a 
competent  judge,  they  would,  so  far,  receive  his 
approbation. 

It  was,  Mr.  Q.  said,  in  the  second  character 
assigned  to.  it,  that  the  object  he  had  in  view . 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  consider  it,  and  the 
observations  upon  it,  to  which  he  had  before  al- 
luded. It  has  been  represented,  as  intended  to 
hold  OBt  to  the  nation  with  which  we  are  at  war, 
and  to  our  own  citizens,  the  ultimatum  on  the 
subject  of  seamen,  on  which  the  American  Con- 
crese  deem  it  necessary  to  take  a  final  stand,  and 
from  which  they  are  determined  never  to  recede ; 
and  as  thus  containing  a  pledge  to  the  world 
never  to  sheath  the  sword  now  drawn  until  this 
Ipround  shall  be  conceded  to  us  by  our  enemy. 
Giving  to  the  bill  this  aspect,  much  pains  have 
been  taken  to  inculcate,  and  to  impress  the  opin- 
ion, that  all  those  who  vote  for  it,  become  there- 
by eommUted  i&  join,  Jietat  an4  hand,  in  sup- 


porting and  contianing  the  war,  at  all  hazards 
and  to  anv  extent  of  time,  until  Great  Britain 
•hall  accede  to  the  terms  it  holds  out.  This  doc- 
trine is  advanced  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  in  their  elaborate  report  or  manifesto, 
which  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  get  committed 
with  the  bilL  in  order  that  an  opportunity  might 
be  afforded  for  an  attempt  to  correct  the  fallacy 
of  .some  of  its  statements,  and  has  been  urged 
and  much  dwelt  upon  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GaiXNOT}  who  acts  on 
this  occasion  as  chairman  of  thatcommitlee^  and 
has  been  thei  principal,  indeed  almost  the  only 
zealous  patron  of  this  bill  in  all  its  stages.  His 
principal  iaducement,  Mr«  G«  said,  to  rise  on  this 
occasion,  was  to  obviate  any  such  false  conclu- 
sion, and  toprotect  himself,  and  such  of  his  poli- 
tical friends  as  might  adoj)!  the  same  course 
with  him  in  relation  to  this  bill,  from  having 
any  such  improper  construction  given  to  their 
vote.  For  himself  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  de- 
clare, in  the  most  explicit  manner,  that  he  did 
not  intend  thus  to  commit  himself,  atni  to  pro- 
test against  any  such  false  and  injurious  infer- 
ence. No,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  we  are  not  to  be  eo- 
trapped  in  this  manner,  either  by  the  logic  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  or  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  into  an 
engagement  or  pledge  to  give  countenance  to 
the  continuance  of  this  precipitate,  ili-ad  vised 
and  disastrous  war;  this  curse  to  the  nation, 
this  poison  of  its  prosperity  and  happiness,  on 
such  grounds  and  tbr  such  objects  aa  are  held 
out  in  this  bill ;  grounds  on  which  we  ooold  not, 
consistently  with  the  duty  of  fidelitv  to  our  cooa- 
try,  have  originally  concurred  in  the  dechiration 
of  war,  and  on  which  we  cannot  now  advocate 
its  continuance,  because  they  are  not  truly  and 
purely  American.  Permit  me,  sir,  said  he.  io 
order  to  show  this,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  particular  provisions  of  that  part  of 
the  bill,  in  which  the  ground  is  taken  in  relation 
to  the  controversy  about  seamen. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill,  after  a  general 
prohibition  to  employ  on  board  of  public  or  pri- 
vate vessels  of  the  United  States,  any  persoos 
whatever,  goes  on,  by  way  of  exception,  to  state 
the  several  descriptions  of  seamen,  for. the  privi- 
lege of  employing  whom  in  our  vessels  and  for 
the  personal  protection  of  whom  bv  the  mantle 
of  our  flag,  we  are,  according  to-  the  manifesto 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  llelatiotts,  and  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to 
wage  eternal  war^  until  this  point  is  conceded  to 
us.  They  are  embraced  in  three  classes :  1.  Na- 
tive American  seamen;  2.  Foreigners  by  birth, 
who  are  now,  or  shall  become  citizens  by  natural- 
ization before  the  termination  of  the  present  war 
by  a  treaty  of  peace;. 3.  Foreigners  who  shall 
pending  the  war,  notify,  in  the  manner  prescri- 
Ded  by  existing  laws,  their  intention  to  become 
naturalized;  to  which  may  be  added  a  fourth 
class,  resulting  from  the  necessary  constructtoo, 
and  manifest  import  of  the  2d  section,  viz:  4. 
All  those  foreigners  who  shall  come  to  this  coun- 
try after  the  termination  of  the  present  war,  and 
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become  naturalized  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
this  bill,  that  is,  after  Ave  years'  continaed  resi* 
dence  within  the  Hmits  of  our  eonntry.  Taking 
this  bill,  then,  as  haring  particular  relation  to  the 
present  controversy  with  Gre^t  Britain,  and  the 
term,  seamen,  as  used  in  reference  to  the  same 
controversy,  we  are  called  upon  to  commit  our- 
selres  to  wage  an  endless  war,  for  the  protection 
by  our  flag,  of— -1.  Native  Americans ;  2.  Britisk 
born  subjects,  who  now  are,  or  shall  be  natural- 
ized before  the  eod  of  the  war ;  8.  British  born 
subieots,  who  shall,  at  any  time  during  the  war, 
declare  their  intention  to  become  naturalized;  4. 
British  born  subjects,  who  shall  come  here  after 
the  war,  atid  become  naturalized  after  five  years' 
continued  residence  in  the  country.  On  the  sub* 
ject  thus  presented  to  riew,  he  availed  himaelf  of 
this  opportunity,  candidly  and  explicitly  to  ex- 
press his  sentiments,  and  to  state  his  views  of  the 
true  policy  of  this  nation,  and  the  duty  of  the 
Amen  can  statesman.  For  the  protection  of  the 
first  of  those  chisses  of  men,  the  native  Americans, 
whom  alone,  M r.  G.  said,  of  the  whole  enumera* 
tion,  he  could  consider  as  bein^  fully  and  com- 

gletely  of  the  same  political  family  with  bims^f, 
e  would  go  as  far  asany  rational  man  in  that 
House,  or  in  this  nation.    Such  of  that  class  of 
seamen  as  had  not  abandoned  their  natiTe  land, 
and  voluntarily  transferred  their  allegiance  or 
services  to  some  other  country,  he  would  secure, 
in  all  their  rights,  both  of  person  and  property, 
against  the  violence  and  outrage  of  aav  foreign 
nation,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  whether  at 
sea  or  on  land,  by  cTCry  practicable  means  afford- 
ed by. the  resources  and  strength  of  our  country. 
He  would  protect  them  from  impressment  by  the 
Britbh;  from  compulsion  by   the  French,  ty 
means  of  chains,  imprisonment,  and  starvation,  to 
enter  on  board  their  priTateers,  or  serve  in  their 
Tessele  of  war,  and  also  from  the  waotcm  burning 
of  their  vessels  on  the  ocean.    For  the  pioieetion, 
however,  of  natiTe  American  seamen  from  Brit- 
ish impressment  no  war  was  necessary  to  be 
made,  or  is  required  to  be  continued.   Great  Brit- 
ain has  never  asserted  a  right  to  impress  native 
Americans.    On  the  contrary,  she  has  always- 
disclaimed  any  suoh  pretension;  and,  therefore, 
iheir  protectioo  aflbrds  no  pretext  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  war.    They  constitute  no  part  of 
the  controversy  between  the  two  nations.  It  was 
theclaitti  insisted  on  by  Great  Britain,  and  ol^ 
jeoted  to  by  our  Government,  to  the  seamen  bom 
within  her  oirn  dominions,  and  who  owe  to  her, 
as  she  contends,  a  perpetual  and  inalienable  alio* 
gianoe,  that  form  the  real  fl^ronnd  of  the  dispute. 
And  it  oc^ght  to  be  distinctly  known,  to  the  Amer- 
ican people,  that  H  was  not  for  the  protection  of 
native  Americans,  but  of  those  who  were  origin- 
ally British  subjecits,  and  who  had  become,  or 
should  declare  their  intention  to  become  natural- 
ized citizens  of  this  country,  that  we  are  called 
upon  to  carry  on  an  interminable  war.    With  re- 
spect to  those  he  could  not  admit  that  we  were 
under  obligations  of  protection,  equally  extensive, 
and  equallv  sacred  with  those  that  were  due  to 
our  natural  born  seafaring  brethren.    As  to  those 


already  really  naturalized,  he  should  wish  to  pro- 
tect them  in  any  arrangement  that  might  be  made 
npon  the  subject  of  seamen;  and  be  believed 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  doing  so.  They 
vf&e  too  few  in  number  to  fornv  an  inducement 
to  either  nation  for  the  continuance  of  a  war  so 
distressing  and  injurious  to  both.  It  appears  from 
the  official  document,  that  has  been  furnished 
from  the  Department  of  State,  that  the  whole 
number  of  those,  of  all  nations,  who  have  regis- 
tered themselves  as  naturalized  seamen  for  the 
last  seventeen  years  is  but  one  thousand  &Ye  bun* 
dred  and  thirty.  What  number  of  these  were  tta<- 
tives  of  the  Britieh  dominions,  or  how  maoy  yec 
remain  in  American  employment,  it. was  impos- 
sible to  aacertatn.  But,  making  a  reasonable  al» 
lowance  fot  deaths  and  removals,  he  thought  it 
probable^  that  not  a  sixth  part  of  the  individuals 
thus  f egistend  ware  now  in  our  service ;  and  of 
these  he  did  ikot  bebeve  that  one  in  twenty  had 
been  duly  naturalized,  according  to  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  our  laws,  by  five  years'  actual  resi* 
dence  in  our  eoimiry.  It  is  evident,  indeed,  that 
such  residence  could  have  been  had  but  vtry  rare- 
ly by  seafaring  men,  from  tha  nature  of  their  em- 
ployment; and  in  most,  perhaps,  almost  every 
mstance  where  they  have  been  naturaliaeed,  it 
must  have  been  on  constructive  residenees,  caK 
dulating  the  required  five  years  from  their. first 
emigration  to 'this  country,  and  not  deductiog 
theit  intermediate  absences  from  it  on  foreign 
voya^s ;  or  upon  false  testimony  as  to  the  fact 
of  residence,  we  know,  too,  the  loose  manner 
in  which  the  business  of  granting  protjections  has 
been  done  in  our  oustom-honees,  and  must,  of 
cottfse,  admit  the  probability,  that  many  in  the 
account  transmitted,  have  been  registered  as  nat- 
uralized seamen,  on  parole  evidence,  certificates, 
or  other  than  the  only  certain  and  proper  evi- 
dence; the  authenticated  act  of  the  court,  by 
which  the  individual  was  naturalized.  This  de-* 
scription  of  ibreigaers,  then,  the  nantmlized  Brit- 
ish seamen,  now  in  our  service,  were  too  inoon« 
siderable  an  object  to  either  nation  to  form  ai^ 
insurmountable,  or  even  coosideffable  obstacle^  to 
the  restoration  of  peace.  With  regard  to  the  two 
remaiiBing  classes  of  British  seamen,  to  which  a 
claim  is  asserted  in  the  first  and  second  seetiona 
of  the  bill,  that  is,  those  not  yet  natural ized ; . 
there  was  still  less  reason  in  continuing  the  war 
on  their  account,  because  the  tie,  such  as  it  was^ 
thai  was  to  unite  them  with  us  m  political  con- 
nexion, had  not  yet  been  formed,  and  not  with- 
standing  a  notifittation  of  their  intention,  never 
might  be  formed,  and,  thei^ore)  no  obligations 
had  been  incurred  to  them  by  our  Gtovoroment. 
Mr.  G.  said  that  with  tegard  to  the  effeou  of 
naturalization,  and  the  extent  of  the  obligations 
incurred  by  oar  Gbvernment  to  those  acquired  . 
citizens,  he  could  not  concur  in  the  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  some  gentlemen.  He  could  not  con- 
sider those  obligations  to  be  altogether  as  abso- 
lute and  unlimited,  in  the  case  of  naturalized,  as 
in  that  of  native  citizens ;  but  that  with  regard 
to  the  former,  they  were,  from  the  very  cireum. 
stnnees  imder  which  they  were  incurred,  necea. 
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sarily  to  be  UDderetood  with  some  qualifications. 
He  coDsidered  naturaiization  as  a  conferring  of 
American  rights  upon  persons  not  entitled  to 
them  hj  birtfar,  but  not  as  a  dissolution  by  the 
American  Government  of  the  ties  by  which 
those  thus  favored  were  originally  connected 
with  the  Qovernment  under  which  they  were 
bom,  and  to  which  they  had  probably  taken  the 
most  solemn  oaths  of  perpetual  fidelity.  To  dts- 
solve  these  original  ties  is  what  the  American 
Government  certainly  has  no  right  to  do,  and 
therefore  cannot  fairly  be  considered  as  vnder- 
taking  to  perform.  It  is  an  affair  between  the 
alien  and  his  natural  sovereign  oreoontry.  with 
which  it  is  neither  our  right  nor  our  policv  to 
interfere,  unless  it  be  wisdom  to  enter  into  nos*- 
tilities  with  the  great  mass  of  a  nation  in  order 
to  secure  to  ourselves  a  few  of  the  individuals 
belonging  to  it ;  to  make  ten  thousand  enemies 
in  or&r  to  obtain  one  professed  friend.  If  th« 
two  parties  to  the  original  political  compact,  or 
connexion,  choose,  by  mutual  consent,  to  annul 
the  bond  of  union  between  them,  be  it  so ;  if  one 
of  those  parties,  viz :  the  citizen  or  subject,  has 
power  completely  to  sever  the  tie  by  his  own  act 
of  abjuration,  let  him  do  so ;  let  him  swear  away, 
if  he  can,  his  former  obligation  or  his  former 
oaths;  we  adnlit  him  into  the  American  family 
only  in  such  quality  and  such  condition  as  he 
can  come ;  and  naturalization  cannot  be  ration- 
ally construed  to  mean  anything  more.  Mr.  G., 
therefore,  considered  naturalized  citizens  as  enti- 
tled, while  they  remained  within  our  land,  to  all 
the  immunities,  the  privileges,  and  protection  of 
person  and  property,  afforded  by  our  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  to  our  own  native  eitizens.  But 
when  they  should  choose  to' leave  the  territorial 
limits  of  our  country,  and  migrate  again  to  o^er 
countries,  or  go  upon  the  great  hignway  of  na-. 
tions.  he  eould  not  consider  our  Government  as 
bound  to  protect  them  any  further  than  was  con- 
sistent with  the  general  policy  and  real  interest 
of  our  country  ;  much  less  could  he  admit  that 
there  was  any  real  obligation  to  hazard  the  pros- 
peritv,  the  welfare,  and  the  happiness  of  our  own 
people  bv  engaging  in  quixotic  wars  to  absolve 
and  shield  them  from  the  allegiance'  or  obliga- 
tions thev  may  owe  to  the  Government  or  Sov« 
ereign  of  the  countrjr  of  their  nativity.  So  long 
as  they  remain  within  our  territorial  limits,  the 
OHUitle  of  the  Constitution  and  Che  laws  will  pro* 
tect  them.  When  they  choose  to  abandon  those 
limits  upon  any  speculations  or  enterprises  of 
their  own,  and  not  in  the  national  service,  our 
Government  is  justifiable,  if  a  regard  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  of  our  country  so  dictates,  in  con- 
sidering them  as  going  at  their  own  risk,  and  as 
their  own  insurers.  This  view  of  the  subject, 
Mr.  G.  considered  particularly  applicable  to  the 
seafaring  class  of  roseigners  who  seek  employ- 
ment in  our  ressels,  and  sometimes  take  oaths  of 
allegiance  to  our  Government.  This  description 
of  wandering  foreigners  may  literally  be  said  to 
be  of  no  nation.  Whatever  oaths  thejr  may 
swallow,  they  imbibe  no  attachment  with  the 
allegiance  they  may  so  profess;  they  feel  the  sa- 


credness  of  its  obligations  to  no  country.  Inter- 
est is  their  impelling  motive.  When  their  nation 
is  engageil  in-  war,  they  fly  to  some  neatriil  flag, 
under  which  they  may  obtain  better  wages,  and 
greater  personal  safety.  If  abjuring  their  former 
allegiance,  and  taking  new  oaths  of  fidelity,  be 
necessary  to  their  obtaining  these  advantages, 
they  hesitate  not  to  do  it,  and  they  shift  their 
sent  ice,  their  allegiance,  and  their  oaths,  as  often 
as  those  inducements  may  require.  .They  were 
Englishmen  yesterday,  they  are  Americans  to- 
day ;  they  are  Swedes  or  Danes  to-morrow.  And 
is  It,  said  Mr.  G.,  for  this  description  of  seamen 
that  we  are  to  be  entrapped  by  this  bill  into  a 
pledge  to  support  and  continue  the  war  ?  Is  it 
for  sucli  an  object  4hat  the  administrators  of  our 
Government  wish  to  keep  us  involved  in*  our 
present  calamitous  situation?  He  again  posi- 
tivelv  denied  that  a  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill 
coula  be  fairly  considered  as  so  eommittinf  those 
who  should  give  such  a  vote,  and  for  himself  pro- 
tested against  any  such  construction  being  put 
upon  the  vote  he  should  five.  That  vote  not- 
withstanding,  he  reserved  himself  at  large,  on  all 
future  measures  growing  out  of  this  war^  to  act 
in  such  manner  as  the  convictions  of  his  own 
mind  might  induce  him  to  believe  best  for  the 
interest  and  honor  of  his  country. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  would  now  ask  leave  to  state  in 
a  few  words  his  view  of  the  character  of  this 
billf  and  to  assign  the  reasons  that  would  influ> 
ence  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  it.  He  could  not 
help  here  observing  that  its  principal  advocate 
and  patron,  (he  would  not  say  its  author,  as  he 
believed  it  to  be  of  higher  origin,)  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Grundy,)  had  resorted  to 
an  extraordinary  course  of  arsument  in  support 
of  a  measure  which  he  showed  so  much  anxiety 
to  carry.  Commencing  his  observations  with 
representing  it  as  a  peace  measure,  he  had  yet,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  been  very  explicit  in 
declaring  his  entire  disbelief  that  it  would  pro- 
duce that  desirable  result,  and  had  dwelt,  with 
much  consolation,  on  the '  expectation  that,  if  it 
should  not  result  in  peace,  it  would  certaioly 
have  the  effect  to  take  the  ground  from  under  the 
feet  of  the  opponents  of  the  war,  to^  destroy  their 
political.  Stan  ding  and  influence,  and  to  unite  pob- 
Jic  sentiment  in  support  of  the  Administration, 
and  the  present  majority  in  Congress,  aod  in 
favor  of  their  v»ar.  If  the  gentleman  wished 
the  aid  of  the  minority,  or  friendp  of  peace  in 
that  House,  in  passing  his  favorite  bill,  it  was  a 
singular  argument  to  address  to  them^that  he 
was  sure  it  would  not  produce  the  effect  he  knew 
they  so  much  desired  ;  but  that,  at  any  cate,  it 
would  destroy  their  popularity,  and  deprive  them 
of  the  political  conndence  and  support  of  their 
fellow-citizens.  Perhaps,  however,  there  was 
more  address  in  the  gentleman's  course  than  at 
first  view  was  obvious.  To  secure  the  passage 
of  his  bill  he  had  to  conciliate  the  good  will  to- 
wards it  of  very  opposite  political  feelines  and 
sentiments  in  that  House ;  he  had  to  seek  sup- 
port for  it  among  the  friends  of  peace,  and  the 
advotatet  of  war.    Probably  he  calculated  so 
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much  on  the  anxiety  of  the  mioorit^  to  see  the 
blessings  of  peace  restored  to  their  distressed 
and  sufferiQ^  country,  as  to  believe  that  they 
would  be  willing  to  receive  almost  any  measure 
that  professed  to  be  intended  to  effect  that  desi- 
rable object,  with  whatever  hazards  to  themselves 
the  attempt  might  be  attended.  He  certainly 
did  them  only  justice,  if  he  supposed  them  wili- 
inff  to  submit  to  any  personal  privations  for  the 
public  good,  and  to  sacrifice  any  personal  ad  van* 
tages,  even  their  popularity,  to  the  chance  of  pro- 
moting^ the  prosperity,  peace,  and  welfare  of  tneir 
country.  As  to  the  war  men  in  that  House,  he, 
perhaps,  expected  to  conciliate  a  portion  of  them, 
by  declaring  that  bis  peace  bill  would  not  pro- 
duce the  professed  effect,  but  would  certainly 
have  the  sweeter  effect  to  sustain  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  the  party  now  in  power,  and  to  put 
down  their  political  opponents.  However  these 
arguments  might  operate  with  the  different  sides 
of  the  House,  Mr.  G.  believed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  CIuinot)  that  this 
bill,  which  nobody  fully  understood,  and  few 
cared  about,  would,  like  the  famous  non-inter- 
course law,  which  was  equally  unintelligible,  and 
e(}ually  the  object  of  indifference,  with  very  few 
friends,  obtain  a  very  strong^  vote.  As  that  law, 
contrary  to  general  calculauon  at  the  time  of  its 
passage,  at  last  involved  us  in  the  war,  possibly 
the  present  bill  might,  though  he  had  little  hopes 
that  it  would  in  the  hands  to  which  it  was  to  be 
committed,  as  unexpectedly  extricate  us  from 
the  war.  To  slate  candidly  his  view  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  Q.  said  he  considered  ,it,  with  the  manifesto 
that  accooapanied  it,  as  a  Cabinet  measure,  the 
act  of  the  Administration ;  professing  to  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  peace,  but, 
in  truth,  aiming  with  much  more  anxiety  at  a 
different  object.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  sort  of 
political  adventurer,  sent  out  to  oateh  what  it 
may ;  peace,  i^  it  may  so  happen ;  if  not,  what 
is  perhaps  more  desired— popularity  to  the  war 
and  its  authors.  As  to  its  produciAg  peace,  -he 
had  very  little  expectation  of  its  having  -that 
effect.  The  restoration  of  that  blessing  is  to  be 
looked  for  only  from  the  people  themselves. 
Whether  ijt  was  sincerely  intended  for  that  ob- 
ject, he  w<^ld  not  pretend  to  say.  It  was,  how- 
ever, this  character  that  it  had  assumed,  of  being 
a  peace  measure,  that  wpuld  induce  him  to  vote 
for  it.  He  considered  the  Administration  as  say- 
ing, substantially,  to  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  by  the  proposal-  of  this  measure,  we  wish 
the  instrumentality  of  such  a  bill  as  this,  to  ena- 
ble us  to  extricate  the  country  from  the  war  in 
which  it  was  involved.  If  they  were  sincere  in 
this  intimation,  and  his  vote  would  afford  them 
sny  facility  in  the  accomplishment  of  so  desira- 
ble an  object,  thev  were  welcome  to  it  for  that 
purpose.  Such,  ne  said,  was  the  result  of  the 
first  consideration  he  had  given  to  this  bill.  Fur- 
ther and  maturer  reflection  had  confirmed  him  i^ 
the  propriety  of  this  course.  Mr.  Q.  said  it  was 
not  from  the  parts  of  the  bill  which  had  hitherto 
Wn  noticed,  that  is  from  the  first  and  second  j 
•ectioaa  only,  that  the  true  cbaractec  and  import  I 


of  it  were  to  be  collected.    He  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  another  section,  which 
had  not  been  noticed  by  any  gentleman  in  the 
debate  upon  it,  and  which,  in  his  views,  materi- 
ally altered  the  character  and  effect  of  it.    He 
here  read  the  9th  section  of  the  bill,  which  is  in 
these  words:  "and  be  it  further  enacted  that  no- 
'  thing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
*  as  to  prevent  any  arrangement  between   the 
'  United   States  and  any  foreign  nation  which 
^  may  take  place  under  any  treaty  or  convention, 
<  made  and  ratified  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
'  the  Constitution  .of  the  United  States.'^    By 
this  clause  it  will  at  once  be  perceived  that  the 
President,  in  any  negotiation,  is  released  from  a 
restriction  to  the  terms  of  the  first  and  second 
sections  of  the  bill.    Congress,  so  far  as  an  ex- 
pression of  their  bpinion  goes,  fives  him  an  un- 
restrained authority*— a  carte  Dlanche-— in  rela- 
tion to  regulations  about  seamen,  and  the  con- 
troversv  about  impressment,  notwithsfanding  the 
particular  provisions  of  the  former  part  of  the 
bill.    And  taking  the  whole  bill  togetner,  upon  a 
fair  construction,  if  there  is  any  commitment  at 
all  resulting  from  an  affirmative  vote  upon  it,  it 
is  a  commitment,  not  to  continue  the  war,  at  all 
events,  until  the  terms  of  the  first  and  second 
section  shall  be  agreed  to  by  our  enemy,  but  to 
sanction  any  arrangements  the  President  may 
make  about  seamen,  which  shall  producea  peace, 
however  it  may  deviate  from  those  terms.    For 
if  it  was  the  absolute  and  unconditional  deter- 
mination of  Congressmen  to  recede  from  those 
terms,  to  make  them  the  aim  qua  non  of  a  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  why  give  to  the  President 
and  Senate  the  express  power  by  treaty  to  devi- 
ate from  them?    It  was  such  a  power,  Mr.  Q. 
said,  as  he  ought  to  have;  and  it  fixed  upon  the 
President,  where  it  ought  to  rest,  the  responsi- 
bility of  putting  an  ehd  to  the  war  on  terms  com- 
patible with  the  real  interest  and  honor  of  the 
nation.    Let  him  look  to  it,  that  he  discharges 
his  duty  to  the  nation  with  honorable  and  disin- 
terested fidelity ;  that  he  does  not  sacrifice  the 
interest  and  happiness  of  the  native  members  of 
our  political  community,  to  a  blind  devotion  to 
the  views  of  imported  brethren ;  and  that  be 
does  not  lose  sight  of  an  opportunity  to  restore 
to  his  country  the  blessings  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity in  endeavors  to  apply  this  bill,  this /instru- 
ment of  his  asking,  to  tne  purpose  of  obtaining 
popularity  to  his  wvorite  war.    Mr.  G.  said  that 
the  plain  import  and  effect  of  this  section,  taken 
in  connexion  with  the  other  parts  of  the  bill,  rec- 
onciled him  to  it,  and  be  should  8^^^  tt  his  vote 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  the  Qovernment 
all  the  aid  in  his  power  to  bring  about  a  peace, 
which  he  had  no  doubt  might  be  done  on  terms 
of  adequate  and  satisfactory  security  to  the  rights 
of  native  American  seamen.    For  wandering 
foreigners,  he  repeated,  he  would  not,  by  any  act 
of  his,  continue  the  calamities  of  this  war  upon 
the  natives,  the  possessors,  and  the  cultivators  of 
the  soil  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  lost^yeas  34. 
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Mr.  R.  was  proceeding  to  address  the  Chair,  | 
when  another  motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  and 
lost — yeas  66,  nays  69. 

Mr.  R.  then  spoke  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  bili ;  and  the  question  on.  the  passage  of 
the  bill  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeaa 
89.  nays  33,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Daniel 
Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheres,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,Jamee  Cochran,  Thomas 
B.  Cooke,  Lewis  Condiet,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Daw- 
son, fiamuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
WiUiam  PiodUrr,  Asa  Fitch,  Meahack  Franklin,  Tho- 
mas Gholaon,  lliomaa  R.  Gold,  Charles  GoldsborMigh, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  FeUx  Grundy,  Bol- 
Ung  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawea,  Jacob  Hufty,  Jobs 
M.  Hyneman,  Joseph  Kent*  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Lyman  Ijaw,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Peter  LitUe,  Thomas  Moore,  Archibald  McBiydei 
William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKeoi  Arunah  Metcalf, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel 
Pickens,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Henry  M.  Ridgely, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  John^  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Ebe- 
nezer  Seavcr,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  (Jeorge 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Ridiard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert 
Whttehill  David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgery,  Tho- 
mas Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nays — WiUiam  Andarson,  David  Bard,  Burweii 
Baasett,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah  Bri|^m,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Epaphroditne  Champion,  Jofctt  Clopton, 
WiUiam  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  Desha, 
Elias  Earla,  James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thomas  P. 
Grosvenor,  Richard  Jaekson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Abner  Lacock,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alei- 
ander  McKim,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Timothy  ritkin,  jr., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph^  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  George  M.  Troup,  and 
Robert  Wright 

Ordtred^  That  the  title  be  "An  iact  for  the 
regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the  public  ships, 
and  in  the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States." 


Satorday,  Fabrnary  13. 

Mr.  Qholson.  from  the  Committee  oiF  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Dale ; 
which  was  read  twice,  end  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
statements  of  moneys  transferred  during  the  late 
recess  of  Congress  from  one  branch  of  expendi- 
ture to  another  branch  of  expenditure  in  the 
Nary  Department;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Naval  EstabHshment. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  ap- 
pointmeut  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 


of  his  re-election  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United 
States,  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House ; 
and  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Tallmadoe,  and  Mr.  Sevier, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

An  enffro>sed  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  ten  additional  companies 
of  rangers. — [The  object  of  the  bill  is  not  in  fact 
to  raise  an  additional  force,  but  to  convert  one  of 
the  twenty  regimenu  of  infkntry  recently  author- 
ized to  be  raised  into  rangers.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Williams  then  rose  and  enforced  the  ne- 
cessity, under  present  emergencies,  of  the  imme- 
diate authorization  of  this  force,  as  of  a  descrip- 
tion particularly  appropriate  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  frontier,  as  well  for  the  purposes  of  offence 
as  defence. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  enfi^rossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-day;  and  was  subsequently 
read  a  third  time  and  passed  unanimously. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  remit  certain  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  therein  mentioned.  [For 
the  relief  of  merchants  having  imported  goods 
recently  from  the  dependencies  of  Great  Britain.] 
The  bill  was  amended,  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmitting  a  statement  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
latest  returns  received  by  the  Department  of 
War. 

£NCOURAQ£M£NT  OF  PRIVATEERING. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Naval  Establishment,  made  a  report  relative  to 
the  expediency  of  afibrding  greater  encourage- 
ment to  privateering.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  in  relation  to  the  first  inquiry,  they  find  that, 
by  the  British  sUtutes  of  the  13th  and  27th  of  Qeoi^t 
the  Second,  the  whole  prixe  of  each  and  every  pnb&c 
armed  vessel  is  given  to  the  officers  and  crews  making' 
the  capture ;  and  they  find  this  principle  poblishad  by 
British  proclamation,  in  relation  to  the  prssent  war 
with  the  United  States.  The  laws  of  the  United  Stalea 
vol.  8,  page  860,  direct  that,  if  a  capture  be  made  by 
an  Amenean  pubUc  armed  vessel,  of  equal  or  anperior 
force,  the  capturing  vessel  shall  have  the  whole ;  in  all 
other  cases  of  capture,  one  half  is  distributed  to  the  offi:- 
oera  and  the  other  half  is  paid  to  the  Commissionen  of 
the  Navy  Pension  Fund,  pledged,  first,  for  the  nay- 
ment  of  pensions,  and  the  surplus  to  be  disbursed  for 
the  comfort  and  benefit  of  seamen.  This  fund  for 
Navy  pensions  amounts  to  something  more  than  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  yielding  an  annual  interest 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars ;  and  the  amount  of  pen- 
sions is  from  seven  to  eight  tiiousand  dollars ;  leaving 
a  ^arly  balance  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars  in  &Tor 
of  the  fund,  and  this  without  the  addition  of  the  prizes 
made  this  war,  which  are  known  to  exceed  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  will  probably  amount  to  two 
hundred  thousand  dcrilars,  so  as  to  double  the  Innd ; 
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while  onlj  four  penoni  have  been  added  to  the  liat 
by  the  war,  to  receive  twenty-one  doUanr.  From  the 
above  it  appears,  that,  from  the  old  pennon  list,  the 
amoant  of  pensions  is  little  more  than  three  per  eentom 
on  the  amoant  of  prizes.  Were  five  per  cent,  from  the 
fatnre  priies,  to  be  added  to  this  fund,  on  past  expe- 
rience it  would  promise  an  adequate  sum  for  the  pay- 
ment of  pensions.  Your  committee,  howerer,  con* 
eluded  that  it  would  not  do  to  rely  conclusive^  on  past 
experience,  and,  on  the  ground  6f  certainty,  deemed  it 
best  for  the  fund  U>  remain  as  established  for  another 
year,  when  more  ex^rience  would  give  more  confi- 
dence to  the  decision.  As  this  report  is  intended  to 
bring  the  subject  under  the  view  of  the  House,  with  the 
hope  that  it  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  at  the  next  session, 
it  will  be  proper  here  to  add,  that,  with  some  of  the 
committee,  the  idea  was  entertained  that  ten  per  cent 
should  be  withheld  from  distribution,  viz :  five  per  cent 
for  the  pension,  and  five  for  the  navy  hospital  fund ; 
in  which  not  only  the  imbecility  of  decrepitude,  but 
the  imbecility  of  infan^  should  also  find  an  asylum. 
On  the  other  branch  of  the  inquiry,  your  committee 
give  their  fuUest  attestation  to  the  utility  and  impor- 
tance of  privateers.  If,  at  other  times  and  in  other 
countries,  the  effect  of  individual  exertion  has  been  dis- 
trusted, the  unexampled  gallantry  of  our  citizens,  in 
that  way,  since  the  declaration  of  war,  assures  us  that, 
with  Americans,  even  the  individual  arm  can  make 
an  efficient  impression  on  the  foe.  The  mode,  how- 
ever, of  giving  encouragement,  they  found  not  free 
from  difiiculty.  As  least  liable  to  objection,  they  re- 
commend that  a  bounty  be  paid  for  every  prisoner 
brought  in ;  and,  that  this  proposition  may  be  regular- 
ly before  Uie  House,  they  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  then 
reported  a  bill  allovriai(  a  bountv  to  privateers. — 
[Allowing  a  bounty  of dollars  for  each  per- 
son they  bring  in.]    Twice  read  and  committed. 

ADDITIONAL  GENERAL  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oh 
the  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  additiooal 
general  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

[The  bill  provides  for  the  appointment  of  — ;— 
additional  Major  Qenerals«  nn4  — -  Brigadier 
Qenerals.] 

The  following  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  were  read : 

AniuTiKT  OsirxniK's  Omci, 

Washington,  Deeember  S8,  181S. 

Sin :  Befiure  I  reply  to  your  question,  '*how  many 
major  generals  and  brigadiers  are  necessary  for  an 
army  of  thirty-five  thousand  men  V*  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  state  what  is  believed  to  have  been  the  pro- 
portion of  officers  of  these  grades  in  the  Revolutionary 
army,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  proportion,  at 
this  time,  in  European  armies. 

In  the  first  army  of  the  Revolution,  raised  in  1175, 
we  had  a  commander-in-chie^  four  major  generals,  and 
eight  brigadiers.  In  1776,  five  brigadiers  were  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major  generals,  and  twenty-throe 
brigadiers  appointed,  In  1T77,  six  brigadiers  wtoe 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major  generals,  and  throe 
major  generals  and  eighteen  brigadien  appointed. 

The  loss  of  papers  in  the  War  Office,  by  fire,  in 
1800,  renders  it  impossible  to  say,  with  precision,  at 
what  particular  periods  many  of  these  general  officers 
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left  the  service,  but  it  is  within  my  recollection  that,  on 
the  28th  of  June,  1778,  fourteen  major  generals,  and 
sixteen  brigadiers,  were  actually  in  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Yet,  by  roferring  to  the  official  letters  of 
General  Washington,  in  1778  and  1779,  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  further  increase  of  general  officers  was  often 
and  warmly  recommended. 

The  main  army,,  under  the  immediate  command  of 
General  Washington,  it  is  believed,  never  amounted 
to  thirty-five  thousand  men,  and  it  is  by  no  means  cer- 
tain that  this  number  was  ever  in  service  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  in  the  whole  of  what  was  designated 
**  the  continental  army."  Yet,  ,at  no  period,  between 
the  first  of  May,  1777,  and  the  close  of  the  war,  had 
we  less  than  thirty  general  officers  in  service. 

It  was  deemed  necessary,  in  the  Revolution,  and  it 
is  understood  to  be  the  general  nractice  in  Europe,  at 
this  time,  to  have  at  least  one  origadier  general  for 
every  two  thousand  men,  and  one  m^jor  general  for 
every  four  thousand. 

In  this  country  we  have  never  had  a  grade  between 
the  commander-in-chief  and  that  of  major  general; 
hence  it  was  found  necessary,  in  the  *' continental 
army,"  to  give  to  the  senior  major  general  the  com* 
mand  of  the  right  wing,  and,  to  the  next  in  rank,  that 
of  the  left,  which,  from  the  limited  number  of  general 
officers,  often  left  a  division  to  a  brigadier,  a  brigade  ti> 
a  colonel,  and  a  regiment  to  a  subordinate  field  officer ; 
but,  in  Europe,  this  difficulty  is  obviated  by  the  ap* 
pointment  of  general  officers  of  higher  grades. 

From  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  ob- 
tain on  this  subject,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
eight  major  generals,  and  sixteen  brigadiers,  to  com- 
mand  the  divisions  and  brigades  of  an  army  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  men,  is  the  lowest  estimate  which  the 
uniform  practice  of  France,  Russia,  and  England,  will 
warrant,  and  that  this  is  much  below  the  proportion 
of  officers  of  these  grades  actually  employed  in  the 
army  of  the  Revolution. 

As  you  have  not  required  my  opinion  whether  it  be 
necessary  to  have  a  higher  grade  than  that  of  major 
general,  I  have  not  deemed  it  proper  to  touch  this  sub- 
ject, and  luive  confined  myself  to  the  number  of  major 
generals,  and  brigadiers,  deemed  necessary  to  com- 
mand the  divisions  and  brigades  of  an  army  of  tllurty- 
five  thousand  men.  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper 
to  remark  that,  if  it  is  intended  to  have  no  higher  grade 
than  that  of  major  general,  their  number  should  be  in- 
creased to  eleven ;  so  as  to  give  one  for  the  chief  com- 
mand, one  for  each  wing,  and  one  for  each  division  of 
four  thousand  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  youra,  Sk. 

T.  H.  CUSHirca,  4dft  Gen^ 
The  Hon.  Skcbktabt  of  Wab. 


War  DiPA&txsvT,  Feb.  19,  ISl^. 

Sin :  In  reply  to  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  to  me,  on  the  6th  instant,  by  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afifairs,  I  respectfully  submit 
the  following  opinions : 

1st.  That  an  increased  number  of  general  officen  is 
essential  to  the  public  service.  The  number  of  regi- 
ments provided  for  l^^  law,  is,  two  of  light  dragoons* 
three  of  heavy  artillery,  one  of  light  artillery,  one  of 
riflemen,  and  forty-five  of  infantry,  making,  together, 
fifty-two  regiments. 

The  simplest  organisation  is  ever  the  beet.  Hence 
it  is,  that,  as  a  regiment  consists  of  two  battalieiiS)  so 
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a  briirade  should  consitt  of  two  regimento,  and  a  divia- 
ton  of  two  brigadef . 

This  sphere  of  command  will  be  found,  in  practice, 
sufficiently  large.  The  management  of  two  diousand 
men  in  the  field,  will  be  ample  duty  for  a  brigadier, 
and  the  direction  of  double  that  number  will  give  full 
occupation  to  a  major  general.  To  enlarge  the  sphere 
of  command  in  either  grade  would  not  be  a  mean  of 
best  promoting  the  public  good. 

Taking  these  ideas  as  the  basis  of  the  rule,  and  ta- 
king for  gpranted,  also,  that  our  ranks  are  filled,  Uie 
S-esent  establishment  would  require  twenty-five  briga- 
ers  and  twelve  major  generals.  But  the  latter  ad- 
mission requires  qualification,  and,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, it  may  be  sufiScient  that  the  higher  stafiT 
should  consist  of  eight  major  generals,  and  sixteen 
brigadien. 

The  general  argument,  on  this  head,  might  be  forti- 
fied by  our  own  practice  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  by  that  of  European  nations  at  all  times. 
Believing,  however,  that  this  view  of  the  subject  has 
been  already  taken  by  the  adjutant  general,  in  a  late 
communication  to  you,  I  forbear  to  do  more  than  sug- 
gest it. 

Sd.  The  recruiting  service  would  be  much  promoted, 
wefe  the  bounty  in  land  commutable  into  money,  at 
the  option  of  the  soldier,  and  at  the  end  of  his  service. 
This  modification  would  be  addressed  to  both  descrip- 
tions of  men — those  who  would  prefer  money,  and  such 
as  would  prefer  land. 

.  I  need  hardly  remark  that  bounties,  at  the  close  of 
■ervice,  have  many  advantages  over  those  given  before 
service  begins.  The  former  tie  men  down  to  their 
duty ;  the  latter  furnish,  if  not  the  motive,  at  least  the 
means  of  debauch  and  desertion. 

Another,  and  a  public  reason,  for  the  preference, 
may  be  found  in  the  greater  convenience  with  which 
money  may  be  paid  at  the  end,  than  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  dec 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Hon.  D.  R.  WiLUAVSy^ 

Chairman  Com»  an  MUUary  Affaitt. 

Mr,  Williams  erplaio€d  the  progress  of  this 
bill,  dbc.  He  took  occasion  to  advert  to  a  de- 
claration recently  made  ia  debate  by  Mr.  &uin€t, 
chat  it  was  intended  to  appoint  a  Lieutenant 
General  to  commaod  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  precluded 
by  illness  from  replying^  to  at  the  time.  He  uow 
declared  that  no  such  intention  had  ever  existed 
in  the  minds  of  Administration;  that  the  late 
Secretary  of  War  (Mr.  Eustis)  bad  declared  to 
him  (Mr.  W.)  that  he  had  endeavored  to  impress 
OA  his  colleagues  in  ofiice  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing a  Commander-in-Chief;  but  that,  to^use 
the  Secretary's  own  words,  he  could  not  get  the 
people  in  the  white  house  (the  President's  house) 
to  assent  to  it;  that,  by  the  gentleman  who  tem- 
porarily succeeded  Mr.  EusTis  in  the  War  Of- 
nce,  he  had  been  informed  that  no  such  thing 
was  in  contemplation,  or  would  be  suf^gested  in 
any  manner  to  Coneress.  Aud  all  this  Mr.  W. 
said  he  had  heard  long  before  the  declaration 
made  by  Mr.  QtUinct,  aod  should  then  have 
stated,  had  not  severe  and  sudden  indisposition 
prevented  him  from  replying,  as  he  had  intended, 
o  that  gentleman's  speech. 


Mr.  duiMCT  expressed  his  gratification  at  ibis 
information;  observing  that  he  had  been  by  no 
means  alone  in  the  impressions  he  had  enter- 
tained on  that  subject,  which  prevailed  pretty 
generally  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 

After  some  further  eonsideration,  the  blanks  in 
the  bill  were  filled  with  six  Major  Gtenerals  and 
six  Brigadier  Generals. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-day. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional general  officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  pased  by 
yeas  and  nays:  For  the  bill  95,  against  it  30,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Avery,  David  Bard,   WilUam   Barneit,   Burwell 
Bassett,  WiUUm  W.  Bibb.  William  Blackledge,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  Langdon  Cheves»  Matthew  Claj,  John 
Cloptoa,  William   Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Bliaa  Earle, 
William   Findley,   James.  Fisk,    Thomas    Gholsan, 
Charles  Goldsborough.  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Johi^  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Joseph  Kent,  William  Kennedy,  Abner  Lacoek^ 
Aaron   Lyle,  WilUam    McCoy,  Alexander  McKim, 
Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  I^elson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  James   Pleasants, 
jun.,  William  M.  Richardson,  Thomas  B.  Robertson, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser 
Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert, 
Ssmuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John   Smith,   Philip 
Stuart,  John  Taliaferro,.  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williami* 
Williaffl  Widgery,  and  Robert  Wright. 
..  Nats — Adam  Boyd,  Blijah  Brigham,  William  Butler, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomss 
B.  Cooke,  Ji^n  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gtay,  Thonus  B. 
Grosvenor,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jsduon,  jr.*  Joseph 
Leviris,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Joseph  Pearson,  William  -Keed»  Daniel  Sheffey ,  Ridi- 
ard  Stanford,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samael 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,   Laban  Wheaton,   Leonard  White,  and 
Thomas  Wilson. 

FURT9EH  INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVT. 

'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassbtt,  the  House  resolred 
itself  into  a  Comhiittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  increase  of  the 
Navy;  and  the  bill  was  discussed,  amended,  and 
reported  to  the  House,  where  the  amendmeuts 
were  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was  also  added,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  authorizing  the  sale  of  such  of 
the  gunboats  as  may  not  be  necessary  to  the 
public  service. 

Mr.  Stow  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
bill  as  authorizes  the  purchase  of  private  Tcssels 
for  equipment ;  which  was  negatived. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

And  on  motion,  the. House  adjourned  nniil 
Monday. 
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MoiiDAT,  FebroarjT  15* 

Mr.  PoiifDBZTBB  presented  a,  petition  of  the 
igittiature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory)  praying 
&t  the  lands  in  said  Territory,  which  hare  been 
i  apart  for  the  use  of  schools,  may  be  vested  in 
sm  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  origi* 
lly  designed ;  and  that  a  tract  of  public  land, 
Brein  described,  may  be  granted  to  the  Wash- 
jfton  Academy. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
i  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
iblio  Lands,  reported  a  bill  allowing  further 
le  for  delivering  the  evidence  in  support  of 
lims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
'  regalatin|^  the  donation  grants  therein  ;  whicl^ 
IS  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
B  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  tbie  discharge 
Daniel  Updike  from  his  imprisotunept.    The 

I  was  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
The  House  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Committee  of 
s  Whole  on  .the  bill  from  the  Senate  *' giving 
rther  time  for  registering  claims  to  lands  in  the 
stern  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now 
ate  of  Louisiana.''  The  bill  was  reported  with 
lendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
3use ;  and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be 
grossed,  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  to- 
jrrow. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
aims,  made  on  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodg- 
n.  The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  dis* 
reement  to  the  resolotion  con  tamed  in  the.said 
porL     The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the 

Krt ;  when  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
r.  Macon,  from  the  joint  Committee  appoint- 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  the  commit- 
5  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ent of  the  United  States  and  notify  him  of  his 
•election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United 
ates,  reported  that  the  committee  did,  this  day, 
rform  the  service  assigned  to  them. 
The' House  resolved  itself  into'a  Committee  of 
t  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
lis.  The  biU  was  reported  with  an  amendment, 
ttich  was  conearred  in  by  the  House,  and  the 

II  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
ne  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LiTTLB,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
e  subject,  reported  the  following  resolotion : 
lUtohed,  That  the  act  extending  die  right  of  sn^ 
ign  to  the  Illinois  Territory  reqotres  no  amendments. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  -act 
r  increasing  the  Navv  of  the  United  States^  was 
ad  the  third  time,  and  passed  without  a  division. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

The  engrossed  bill  authoriziqg  the  Secretary 
the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  fbrfeitures,  and  pen- 
lies,  in  certain  cases,  vras  read  the  third  time, 
id  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  56;  nays  57, 
follows : 


TsAs— Willis  Alston,  jnntor,  Stevenson  Anher, 
Esekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijsh  Bigelow,  William 
Blaekledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  James  Breekenridge» 
Elijah  Brigham,  John  C.  Galhonn,  Francis  Csrr, 
Epaphroditiu  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
Roger  DaTis,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William 
Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Golds- 
borongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  William 
Kennedv,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Arch- 
ibald McBryde,  Samuel  Mckee,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James 
Pleasants,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy» 
WnUam  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stnart, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samnel  Taggart,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Chas* 
Turner, junior,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton» 
Leonard  White,  and  William  Widgezy. 

Nats— David  Bard,  WiUiam  Barnett,  Burwell  Baa- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Barwell,  WilUam  Butler,  Matthew  Cli^, 
James  Cochran,  John  Clopton„  Lewis  Condict,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Samnel  Dinsmoor» 
Eliaa  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghobon* 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A> 
Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  Lacook,  Peter 
Little,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore, 
WiUiam  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Arnnah  Met- 
cal^  James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Benjamm  Pond,  Jolm 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  8age» 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
WilUam  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  White- 
hill,  David  R.  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

SUSPENSION  OF  NON-IMPORTATION. 

Mr.'  Chbvbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Waysand . 
MeaoSf  made  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report:  That 
they  have  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty,  that  the  public 
service  may  not  suffer  and  that  the  public  credit  may 
be  duly  supported,  to  look  beyona  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  present  year,  and  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  revenue  which  maybe  wanted  for  the  year 
1814.  That  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  of 
the  revenue  which  wUI  accrue  under  existing  Iaws» 
and  be  receivable  within  that  year,  has  been  submitted 
to  Congress  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretarv  of 
the  Treasury  made  during  the  mesent  session.  That» 
comparing  the  amount  thereof  with  the  sums  which 
wUl  protiably  be  required  by  a  prudent  regard  to  the 
public  credit,  it  appears  to  the  Uommittee  indispensa- 
bly-necessary to  make  a  fiirther  provision;  that  Una 
may  be  done  by  a  psrtial  suspension  of  the  non-import- 
ation acts,  which  wUl  not  greatly  lessen  their  injurious 
ewcts  upon  the  enemy,  by  an  additional  duty  on  for- 
eign tonnage,  and  by  the  imposition  of  internal  taxea 
and  duties:  That,  in  their  opinion,  all  these  meana 
wiU  be  necessary  to  supply  the  revenue  which  wiU  be 
wanted :  That  it  is  impracticable,  during  the  present 
session,  consistently  with  a  due  attention  to  the  other 
business  of  the  nation,  to  enact  the  laws  necessary  to 
embrace  the  last  mentioned  object ;  but  that  this  mar 
be  done^  without  difficnlty  and  witfaont  a  delay  whiMt 
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will  be  injnrioQi  either  to  the  public  credit  or  the  pub- 
lic fervioe,  by  an  earlier  meeting  of  CongreBs  than  the 
Constitutional  period,  which  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
Congreas,  or  the  Executive  branch  of  the  GoTemment, 
to  fix  at  such  time  as  shall  be  deemed  most  proper  and 
expedient:  That  it  is,  however,  necessary  that  the 
suspension  of  the  non-importation  acts  which  is  con- 
templated should  be  enacted  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress :  and  for  this  purpose  and  the  imposition  of 
additional  duties  on  foreign  tonnage,  they  beg  leave 
to  report  a  bill.  They  alio  report  herewith  a  corres- 
pondence between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
this  Committse  on  the  subject  of  this  report. 

Letter  from  the  Chairmjan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Meane  to  the  Secretary  of  the  T^eatury  .• 

CoxMiTTXK-Roox,  Feb.  3, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  request  from  you  the  favor  of  a  reply  to  the 
following  questions : 

1.  What,  tn  your  opinion,  would  be  the  probable 
amount  of  revenue  applicable  to  the  service  of  the  year 
1814,  which  would  result  from  a  modification  or  par- 
tial repeal  of  the  non-importation  acts,  such  as  is  sug- 
gested in  your  letter,  of  the  10th  of  June,  1812,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means? 

2.  Is  the  modification  suggested  by  that  letter  the 
best  in  your  opinion  that  can  be  devised  to  obtain  a 
given  revenue,  with  the  least  possible  diminution  of 
the  e^cts  of  Uie  non-importation  acts  ?  If  not,  be 
pleased  to  suggest  such  alterations  and  improveinents 
as  occur  to  your  mind. 

8.  Are  there,  in  your  opinion,  any  further  legal  pro- 
visions necessary,  or  will  any  be  expedient,  more  ef- 
fectually to  enforce  the  non-impottation  acts,  or  to  in- 
sure the  more  effectual  collection  of  tho  revenue  1 

4.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  be  advigable  to  increase 
the  duty  on  foreign  tonnage  ?  If  it  would,  to  what 
amount  ?  and  what  would  be  the  probable  addition  to 
the  revenue  applicable  to  the  year  1814  by  such  in- 
crease 1    I  am«  disc. 

LAN6D0N  CHBVES. 

Hon.  Albxrt  Giii.LATiv,  dec 

Atw^er  of  the  Secretary, 

TnxASunr  l)BPAmTmvT,  P*e5.  9»  1818. 
Sn :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  an- 
swers to  the  questions  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the 
dd  instant : 

1.  It  is  believed,  from  the  reasons  stated  in  my  let- 
ter of  the  10th  June  last  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  that  the  amount  of  revenue  applicable  to 
the  service  of  the  year  1814,  which  would  result  from 
a  modification  of  the  non-importation  acts  suggested  in 
the  said  letter,  may  be  estimated  at  about  &ft  millions 
of  dollars,  provided  that  modification  takes  place  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress. 

2.  No  better  modification,  for  the  purposes  therein 
intended,  has  suggested  itself  than  that  proposed  in  the 
letter  aforesaid.  But  it  would  seem  requisite,  for  the 
same  object,  that  no  drawback  should  be  allowed  on 
the  re-exportation  of  the  merchandiie  which  may  be 
thus  imported. 

3.  The  most  important  legal  provision,  which  ap- 
pears necessary  to  enforce  the  non-importation  acts,  is 
a  positive  prohibition  of  a  restoration  by  order  of  court 
of  merchandise,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited 
by  law.  It  is  also  believed  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
order  all  the  cargoes  of  salt,  particularly  from  Lisbon, 
to  be  discharged  under  the  inspection  of  proper  officen; 


and  it  appears  reasonSble  that  the  expense  ahonld  b 
defrayed  by  the  importers. 

4.  It  appears,  in  every  point  of  view,  highly  desin 
ble,  that  tne  duty  on  foreign  tonnage  should  be  in 
creased.  A  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton  doee  not  seen 
greater  than  what  it  required  for  the  protection  o 
American  vessels.  But  I  cannot  form  any  correct  ei 
timate  of  the  probable  addition  resulting  to  the  revenn 
from  sudi  increase.  Much  would  depend  on  the  sup 
pression  of  the  trade,  carried  on  by  American  veaeeL 
with  enemies'  licenses. 

With  respect  to  the  necessity  of  providing  an  addi 
tiond  revenue  for  the  year  1814,  I  beg  leave  to  relei 
to  the  statements  made  and  opinions  expressed,  whei 
I  had  the  hoi^or  several  weeks  ago  to  wait  on  the  Com 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  And  I  beg  leave  to  adi 
that  this  necessity  has  been  considerably  increased  b^ 
the  subsequent  expenditures  authorixed  by  law;  among* 
which  must  be  particularly  mentioned  the  act  for  Sm 
increaie  of  the  navy,  and  that  for  raising  twenty  thoU' 
sand  men  for  one  year.  Indeed,  considering  the  gen- 
eral rate  of  expenditure  resulting  from  the  war  mea 
sures  which  have  been  adopted,  I  am  of  opinion,  it  wil 
be  necessary  to  recur  both  to  a  modification  or  repeal 
of  the  non-importation  acts  and  to  the  proposed  inters 
nal  taxes,  in  order  to  provide  a  revenue  commenrarmti 
with  those  expenses.  When  an  additional  revenue  oj 
five  millions  was  believed  sufficient,  that  opinion  vrsi 
predicate  on  the  supposition  made  by  the  Committee, 
that  annual  loans  of  only  ten  or  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lars would  be  wanted.  With  a  revenue  of  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  this  year,  it  is  ascertained  that  i 
loan  of  at  least  sixteen  millions  is  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Lakodov  Ciixyxs,  Chairman,  4«. 

The  report  and  documents  were  rend. 

Mr.  CHEVfis  then  introduqed  the  bill  above- 
mentioned,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  by  a  rota  of  44 
to  36. 

The  report  and  bill  were  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Wednesday  next.    The  bill  is  as  follows: 

A  Bill  partially  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sev- 
eral acts  prohibiting  importations  from  Great  Britain 
and  her  dependencies,  and  of  the  produce  and  man- 
ufactures mereof ;  to  lay  additional  duties^  and  foi 
.other  purposes. 

'  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaent- 
ati9e»  of  the  United  States  of  America,  m  dongrest 
assembled.  That  the  operation  of  so  mudi  of  any  act  ot 
acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  into  the  United  States 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  prod- 
uce, and  manufacture  of,  or  imported  from.  Great  Brit- 
ain or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies 
of  Great  Britain,  or  ports  or  places  in  the  actual  pos- 
session of  Great  Britain,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
suspended,  with  the  exceptions  and  under  the  restric- 
tions hereinafter  provided  by  this  act :  Promded^  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  recovery  of  any  fines,  forfeitures,  or  penalties,  in- 
curred by  roason  of  any  infraction  of  the  act  or  acts 
first  above  mentioned. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  permit  the  im- 
portation into  the  United  States  of  any  articles  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  4he  dominions 
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colonioi,  and  depsndendeti  of  Gnat  Britain,  owned  at 
the  time  of  such  importationy  in  whole  ov  in  part,  by  a 
•object  of  Great  Britain,  or  by  whomtoeyer  owned,  if 
of  the  following  description,  Tiz :  hate,  shoes,  millinery, 
ready-made  clothing ;  articles  of  which  silk,  leather, 
hemp,  or  flax,  is  the  principal  material,  Irish  linens  ex- 
cepted ;  cloths,  of  which  wool  is  the  principal  material, 
and  the  prime  cost  of  which  shall  exceed  six  shillings 
sterling  per  square  yard  thereof;  and  cloths  of  which 
cotton  is  the  principal  material,  and  the  prime  cost  of 
which  shall  be  less  than  fifteen  pence  sterling,  or  shall 
exceed  three  shillings  sterling  per  square  yard  thereof: 
the  importation  of  which  several  articles  shall  continue 
to  be  prohibited,  according  to  the  tenor  and  meaning 
of  the  acts  first  aboTe  mentioned,  and  in  the  same 
jntoner  as  if  this  act  had  not  passed. 

8sc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  draw- 
hack  of  the  duties  payable  on  the  goods,  wares,  and 
Derchandise,  which  may  legally  be  imported  into  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  provisionB  of  this  act, 
ihall  be  allowed  or  paid  on  the  re-exportation  of  such 
goods,  wares^  and  merchandise^  any  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall 
be  levied  upcm  all  g^ods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which 
may  be  legally  imported  into  the  United  States  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  and  on  the  importation  of  which  no 
daty  has  heretofore  been  payable  by  law,  the  same  duty 
en  the  value  thereof  as  by  law  is  levied  and  collected 
on  the  importation  of^^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
not  otherwise  enumerated ;  which  duty  shall  be  levied 
and  collected  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same 
regulations,  mode  of  security,  and  time  of  payment, 
retpeetiveiy,  as  are  prescribed  by  law,  in  relation  to  the 
daties  now  in  force,  on  the  importation  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merdmadiee. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  any  judge  or  court  of  the  United  States 
to  order  the  restoration  and  delivery  of  any  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  the  importation  of  which  is  or  may  be 
prohibited  by  law,  and  which  shall,  accordingLy  thereto, 
have  been  seized  or  libelled  on  account  of  such  impor- 
tation, to  any  person  or  persona  claiming  the  same. 
But  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  remain 
in  the  custody  of  the  proper  officer  until  final  condem- 
nation or  acqi^ittal,  unless  they  be  directed  to  be  sold 
by  order  of  the  proper  court. 

8ec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  vessels 
laden,  in  whole  or  in  part,  with  salt,  or  with  plaster  of 
Paris,  and  arriving  in  the  United  States,  firom  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  shdl  be  unladen  under  ihe  inspection  of 
a  proper  officer  of  the  customs*  And  the  compensa- 
tion fdlowed  by  law  to  the  inspectors  shall,  whilst  they 
may  be  thus  employed,  be  peid  by  the  importers  or 
consignees  of  such  cargoes,  m  the  same  manner  as  is 
now  provided  by  law  Ibr  the  payment  of  inspectors  em^ 
ployed  on  board  of  vessels  remaining  more  than  four- 
teen days  unladen. 

Sxc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  all  ships 
or  vessels  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to  the  subjects 
of  foreign  Powers,  which  Aall  be  entered  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  after  the  passing  of  thiB  act,  there  shall  be 
paid  an  additional  duty  of  six  dollars  per  ton ;  which 
duty  shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner 
aa  is  prescribed  by  law  in  relation  to  the  duties  now  in 
force  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  or  vessels. 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted,  That  this  act  shall 
be  and  continue  in  force  from  the  passage  thereof  until 
the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  no  longer. 


TAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Poindbxteb,  on 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  relative  to  the  compro- 
mise of  the  Yazoo  purchases,  and  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands  to  toe  same. 

Mr.  Harper. — Mr.  Chairman:  The  amend- 
ments proposed  ttf  be  made  to  the  bill  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  are  of  a  nature 
so  essentially  different  in  principle  from  its  origi- 
nal provisions,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  give 
them  a  fair  discussion  without  dwelling  princi- 
pally and  particularly  upon  the  salutary  provis- 
ions contonpiated  by  the  bill  as  it  has  passed  the 
Senate.  I  possess  neither  the  disposition  nor 
ability  to  animadvert  upon  the  sentiments  or 
propositions  of  an^  honorable  member  of  this 
House,  more  especially  upon  the  recommenda- 
tions of  a  respectable  and  highlv  meritorious 
committee.  I  will  content  mysen  by  observing 
that,  as  on  the  one  hand  I  cannot  conscientiously 
vote  for  the  proposed  amendments ;  so  on  the  oth- 
er, I  will  not  speak  lightly  or  disrespectfully  of 
them.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  they  emanated 
from  a  pure  and  patriotic  source^ and  that  love  of 
country  was  the  inducement  of  the  committee  to 
submit  them  for  consideration.  And  although  I 
cAnnot  brinff  my  mind  to  subscribe  to  the  propo- 
sitions, yet  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned,  when  I 
attempt  to  assign  my  reasons  lor  voting  in  favor 
of  the  original  bill,  and  for  preferring  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  that  bill  to  the  propositions 
and  alterations  made  by  the  committee,  and  now 
under  consideration. 

From  the  most  mature  reflection  and  delibera- 
tion I  have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject, 
I  am  led  conclusively  to  the  opinion  that  the 
compromise  recommended  by  your  agents  and 
recognised  by  the  bill  ought  to  be  adopted.  By 
the  passage  of  this  bill,  I  do  not  perceive  that  the 
United  States  will  be  in  the  least  degree  injured; 
on  the  contrary,  I  think  that  every  foard  neces- 
sary for  the  national  interest  is  introduced. 

Two  ^reat  principles -have  produced  the  opinion 
I  have  lUst  given : 

1st.  A  sense  of  the  justice  due  to  innocent  and 
safferinff  individuals. 

2d.  That  sound  national  policy  which  renders 
certain,  and  advances  improvements^  arts,  and 
everything  calculated  to  promote  the  mterests  of 
an  enli^tened  and  virtuous  community. 

In  support  of  my  first  proposition,  **  tnat  justice 
is  due  to  the  innocent  safiTerers,'^  allow  me  to  pre- 
sent to  you,  succinctly^  a  just  statement  of  the 
case. 

In  January,  1795,  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
(being  the  sovereifrn  power  of  that  State,)  who 
owned  the  lands  m  controversy,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  about  half  a  million  of  dollars,  granted 
the  same  to  four  companies.  The  grant  bore 
every  evidence  of  authenticity  and  formality 
that  is  known  to  the  United  States,  or  any  part 
of  them.  These  companies  soon  after,  and  prin- 
cipally as  early  as  September,  in  the  same  year, 
and  none,  I  believei  liter  than  February,  in  the 
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year  following,  conveyed  and  contracted  away 
these  lands  to  many  indiTidaals  and  companies. 
One  of  these  companies  was  in  South  Carolina ; 
all  the  rest  were  in  Pennsylvania  and  to  the  east 
of  it.  Here  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that,  in  all  the 
States  east  of  the  Delaware,  the  grants  of  a  State 
are  considered  as  sure  and  certain ;  and  wben« 
ever,  from  any  cause,  a  title  so  derived  has  failed, 
the  State  governments  refund  the  consideration 
paid,  and  interest,  together  with  all  the  improve- 
ments. The  suo-purchasers,'  who  are  innocent 
citizens,  and  never  heard  of  any  fraud  which 
might  have  been  practised  on,  or  by  the  Leffisla- 
ture  of  Georgia,  or  any  member  of  it,  paid  for 
this  propertf  more  than  four  millions  or  dollars; 
seventeen  years  since.' 

It  has  since  been  said  that  a  great  number  of 
the  menabers  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  were 
interested  in  the  grants,  which  interest  is  to  be 
considered  as  a  bribe ;  and",  as  a  man  cannot  avail 
himself  of  his  own  wronff,  so  no  advantage  can 
be  derived  to  him  from  his  own  iippure  or  im- 
proper act.  To  this  doctrine  I  fully  subscribe. 
out  it  is  said  further,  that,  as  the  grants  originated 
in  fraud,  so  that  fraud  contaminated  the  act  and 
destroyed  its  legal  efiect,  as  well  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  innocent,  who  knew  not  ot  the  fraud, 
as  of  the  guiltjr  partners  of  the  iniquity.  To 
this  latter  doctrine  I  can  never  subscribe,  in  the 
present  state  of  society.  It  is  applying,  under 
ihe  mild  precepts  of  Christ,  that  severe  doc- 
trine of  the  Jewish  disoensation,  that  the  chil- 
dren's teeth  are  set  on  edge  by  the  fathers'  eating 
sour  grapes.  Let  the  guilty  suffer,  but  let  the 
innocent  go  fiee^  is  alike  the  doctrine  of  our  holy 
leligionj  of  morality,  and  of  common  sense.  This 
doctrine  is  supported  by  the  common,  and  even 
by  the  statute  laws  of  the  land. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  general  agent  may  do 
whatever  his  principal  may  ]  that  the  principal  is 
bound,  however  the  agent  ma^  abuse  his  trust ; 
and  t^at.  where  one  of  two  innocent  persons 
must  suffer  by  the  acts  of  a  third. person,  he  who 
enabled  the  third  person  to  occasion  the  loss  must 
sustain  it. 

An  absolute  conveyance  by  a  truste«^  whose 
trust  does  not  appear  of  record,  gives  a  mU  title 
to  an  innocent  purchaser ;  nor  is  it  material  how 
far  the  trust  may  be  misapplied. 

If  a  man  gives  a  voluntary  deed  to  one,  and 
the  grants  for  a  valuable  consideration  to  another, 
the  land  is  forever  bound;  so,  if  a  man  obtain  a 
negotiable  bill  by  fraud,  and  pass  it  for  a  ^ood 
.consideration,  the  assignee  shall  hold.  Again,  if 
a  man  comes  in  without  notice,  under  a  uaudu- 
lent  conveyance,  he  shall  hold ;  for  a  deed,^ though 
fraudulent  in  its  creation,  may,  by  after  acts,  be 
made  good ;  as,  where  A  fraudulently  grants 
to  B  to  the  injury  of  C,  and  C  afterwards,  for 
( consideration,  grants  to  D,  who  knows  nothing  of 
the  nrevious  fraud,  D  shall  hold  the  property. 

The  true  doctrine  is,  that  fraudulent  acts  may 
be  set  aside  as  between  either  of  the  guiltv  par- 
ties and  an  innocent  person,  but  never  to  the  in« 
jury  of  the  innocent  person.    , 

The  Constitution  and  law  ordain  that  full  faith 


and  credit  shall  be  given  to  the  acts  of  a  State; 
and  will  yon  punish  an  innocent  man  by  the  Joss 
of  all  his  property  for  giving  that  faith  and  credit 
>which  h^  law  ycu  require  7 

It  was  on  these  principles  that  our  President, 
our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  our  late  At- 
torney General,  recommended  the  very  principles 
sof  compromise  which  the  biH  now  before  you 
proposes  to  carry  into  effect,  and  which  these  un- 
fortunate complainants  are  now  willine  to  meet, 
to  accept,  and  thereon  to  release  to  you  their  titles, 
bottomed  in  equity,  and  rendered  valid  by  law. 

It  was  upon  these  principles  that,  in  the  im- 
portant case  of  Fletcher  v«.  Peck,  (YI  Cranch^s 
Reports^  87,)  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  that  final  tribunal  decided,  and 
unanimously,  (where  a  majority  of  the  judges  on 
the  bench  were  Republicans,  appointed  by  Jeffer- 
son, ^  the  Father  of  Democracy,")  that  the  title 
to  all  these  lands  was,  by  law,  in  the  innocent 
purchasers,  who  now  offer  to  receive  oae-eiehth 
of  the  value  in  stock,  bottomed  on  the  lands  alone, 
without  in  the  least  interfering  with  or  entang- 
ling anv  other  fund  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  i  am  no  advocate  for  the  parties  concerned 
in  any  fraud ;  I  advocate  solely  the  cause  of  the 
innocent,  that  cause  which  will  always  receive 
the  sanction  of  your  tribunals  of  justice,  and,  at 
a  period  not  remote,  the  approbation  of  all  the 
thoughtful  and  patriotic  men  of  the  nation. 

I  proceed  to  consider  the  policy  of  the  United 
States ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  viy  that,  inde- 
pendent of  the  justice  of  the  case,  the  true  and 
sound  policy  of  this  nation  requires  the  adoption 
of  this  bill. 

The  first  object  in  the  policy  of  a  Republic  », 
to  inspire  confidence,  and  to  cherish  the  belief 
that  the  Government  entertains  a  peculiar  regard 
for  the  happiness  and  rights  of  every  citizen. 

In  proportion  as  this  confidence  is  confirmed, 
is  both  the  safety  and  practical  energy  of  the 
nation.  Now^  when  a  section  considers  any  por- 
tion of  its  citizens  oppressed  or  treated  with  se- 
verity, that  section  will  lose  a  part  of  its  confi- 
dence. From  this  want  of  conndence  will  arise 
actual  distrust  and  jealousy,  and  from  these  feeK 
ings  an  indisposition  to  the  pablic  service,  with 
some  chances  of  eventual  resistance. 

These  natural  operations  of  the  mind  furnish, 
in  some  part,  an  explanation  of  the  causes  of  irri* 
tatioo,  which  exist  in  the  North.  Remove  the 
cause,  by  allowing  to  injured  and  virtuous  citi- 
zens those  rights  to  which  they  are  entitled,  as 
well  by  the  rule  of  morality  and  equity  as  by 
your  law^  and  you  lay  a  foundation  for  the  res- 
toration or  confidence,  and  a  consequent  unity  of 
action.  To  be  sure^  there  are  other  causes  of  irri- 
tation, in  their  opinion;  and,  by  this  measure,  full 
confidence  might  not  be  regained,  but  certainly 
one  of  the  great  obstacles  to  national  harmony 
would  be  destroyed. 

The  value  of  property  depends  as  well  on  the 
certainty  and  simplicity  of  title,  as  upon  advan- 
tageous location  or  fertility  of  soil.  While  these 
claims  remain  without  compromise,  that  cer- 
tainty and  simplicity  of  title  caimot  be  given  \ 
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for  the  Sapreme  Coart  have  uaanimoasl^  de- 
cided, that  these  claimants  hare  good  right  to  the 
country  hy  law. 

It  does  not  comport  with  the  Constitution  of 
this  nation  for  the  Ijegislatire  or  Executive  power 
to  annul  the  decisions  of  the  Sapreme  Judica- 
tare,  and,  if  it  was  Constitutional,  there  woald 
be  a  want  of  wisdom  in  hazarding  the  conflict. 

I  wilf  remark  that,  hitherto,  neither  the  na- 
tional nor  any  State  Legislature  have  opposed 
the  judicial  interpretation  of  the  law;  that  under 
the  State  gOTernments  many  cases  have  occurred, 
in  which  the  judiciary  have  annulled  the  acts  of 
the  legislatiye  power;  that,  during.  Washington's 
Administration,  the  judiciary  set  aside  an  act  of 
Congress,  and  the  act  was  afterwards  moulded 
by  that  Administration  to  the  judicial  interpre- 
tation of  the  Constitution ;  and  that  no  State 
authority  can  control  the  national  judiciary,  is 
apparent  from  the  Constitution,  and  the  case  of 
Olmstead,  in  Pennsylyania,  when,  under  astatate 
of  that  Commonwealth,  her  GrOYernor  called  for 
the  military  of  the  State  to  resist  the  decision  of 
the  national  judiciary;  he  likewise  appealed  to 
President  Madison,  who,  instead  of  complying 
with  that  appeal,  called  forth  the  military  or  the 
nation  to  execute  the  determination  and  judg- 
ment of  the  court.'  Indeed,  it'  is  a  part  of  the 
business  of  your  President  to  aid  in  carrying  the 
judgments  of  your  courts  into  effect;  and.  by  op- 
posmg  those  judgments,  he  would  yiolate  his 
oath  of  office,  and  t)ecome  liable  to  impeachment; 
from  which  must  follow  conviction,  or  your  Con- 
stitution would  be  annihilated. 

It  can  require  no  argument  or  logic  to  show 
that  a  violation  of  your  Constitution  would  be 
opposed  to  all  the  dictates  of  wisdom.  You  can- 
not be  igDorant,  that  when  the  rights  of  a  portion 
of  people,  belonging  to  any  section^  are  withheld, 
they  are  absolved  from  the  obligations  resulting 
from  the  social  compact;  nor,  with  me,  can  you 
fail  to  deplore  those  evils  which  must  aris^  in 
case  the  national  liffaments  are  dissolved^    Let 


Now  this  fund  of  &Ye  millions  of  acres  may, 
by  the  State  of  Greorgia,  justly  be  considered  to 
have  been  held  in  trust  for  thi^  object.  Georgia 
may  say,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  hereafter 
she  will  say:  "  These  five  millions  of  acres  were 
conveyed  to  the  United  States  to  enable  them  to 
settle  all  these  disputes;  we  had  no  other  coniid- 
eration  for  it,;  you  gave  us  nothing  else  than  an 
implied  promise  to  remove  these  difficulties.  For 
our  other  lands  vou  engaged  to  give  us,  from 
their  avails,  at  nrst  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars;  by  refusing  this  compromise 
you  have  withheld  from  us  our  money ;  hazarded 
the  final  payment,  and  the  whole  title;  and.  as 
yon  have  not  applied  this  land  to  its  destined 
object,  give  it  back  to  us,  and  we  will  act  for  our- 
seilves." 

Supposing  Georgia  said  this,  what  could  Con- 
gress, regarding  moral  honesty,  say  for  itself 
without  making  the  compromise  ?  And  God  for- 
bid that  I  should  suppose  a  time  should,  which 
certainly  does  not  now,  eiist,  in  which  moral 
honesty  is  not  regarded.  She  could  not  open  her 
mouth.  She  is  bound  by  every  tie  either  to 
make  the  compromise,  or  to  cease  to  make  claim 
to  these  lands  under  the  convention  with  Geor- 
gia. But.  sir,  some  have  supposed  it  was  better, 
among  wnom  appear  to  be  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  to  grant  the  five  millions  of 
acres  than  the  choice  and  alternatives  proposed 
in  the  bill.  They  have  imagined  that,  under  this 
bill,  your  moneys  derived  from  your  imposts, 
your  taxes,  or  other  funds,  might  be  drawn  from 
your  Treasury.  This  is  not  so.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  know  whether  the  claimants  will  accept 
the  lands ;  but  I  understand  they  offer  to  choose, 
out  of  the  propositions  offered  to  them  by  your 
President,  your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
your  ereat  law  officer.    I  think  this  offer  on  their 

Sart  fair  and  honorable ;  and  when  they  surren* 
er  more  than  seven-eighths  of  what  your  judges 
have  decided  to  be  their  rights,  I  cannot  conceive 
it  unreasonable  to  leave  them  to  take  the  alterna- 


the  curtain  drop,  and  this  question  remain  undis-    tives  offered  by  your  own  agents. 


eossed  forever. 

The  compromise,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  will 
not  cost  this  nation  the  value  of  one  cent  in  cash 
or  land.  In  the  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  Georgia,  five  millions  of  acres  of  the 
lands  in  dispute  were  appropriated  to  settle  these 
and  other  claims;  and  when  the  same  were,  by 
special  act  of  Congress,  appropriated  for  tnese 
purposes,  it  was  known  that  all  the  other  claims 
did  not  embrace  half  a  million  of  acres.  The 
consequence  is  inevitable  and  irresistible,  that, 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  the  five  millions  were  ap- 
propriated to  make  provision  for  these  innocent 
and  unfortunate  after-purchasers;  who  now,  un- 
der their  multiplied  nysfortunes.  after  a  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  wnich  the  judges 
nnanimottsiy  have  decided  that,  by  law,  they  own 
the  whole  country,  feeling  alike  an  indisposition 
and  an  inability  to  contend  with  the  Legislature 
of  their  country,  offer  to  take  less  than  one-eighth 
of  what  your  own  courts  hare  declared  to  be 
their  rights. 


Sir,  I  can  easily  conceive  of  reasons  which, 
while  they  do  not  injure  the  nation,  will  induce 
the^laimants  to  preter  the  stock  resting  on  the 
land  to  the  land  itself.  1st.  It  is  seventeen  years 
since  they  purchased ;  many  of  the  former  nold- 
ers  are  dead,  and  their  widows  and  orphans  look 
to  this  property  as  the  means  of  support.  Yes. 
sir,  widows  and  orphans,  who,  in  consequence  of 
these  contracts,  innocently  entered  into  on  the 

Eart  of  their  decesed  husbands  and  parents,  have 
een  driven  from  a  state  of  ease  and  affluence  to 
that  of  wretchedness  and  misery.  2d.  The  land 
which  is  proposed  to  be  conveyed  to  them  is  sub- 
ject to  Indian  claim,  which  cannot  be  removed 
till  it  suits  the  policy  of  Gk)vernment.  3d.  These 
people,  who  want  the  avails  to  uphold  life,  if  al- 
lowed by  the  President  to  buy  of  the  Indians, 
instead  of  gaining  the  means  of  a  support  will 
be  compelled  to  sacrifice  the  property ;  or,  it  they 
possess  it.  to  put  forth  more  money  to  place  it  in 
a  state  of'  activity. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Government  baa  hith- 
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erto  kept  the  monopoly  of  Western  Unds,  aod  it 
tsannot  be  for  their  interests  to  have  five  miUions 
•of  acres  to  compete  with  her  in  the  market. 

There  is  not  the  least  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
'Government.    The  five  millions  of  acres  Geor- 
gia conveyed  to  effect  the  compromise.    By  law 
these  five  millions  cannot  be  sold  short  of  ten 
minions  of  dollars.    And  what  is  it  the  bill  offers 
at  most?    In  lieu  of  the  ^ve  millions  of  acres,  a 
fund  of  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  paya- 
'ble  with  interest,  out  of  the  avails  of  these  lands, 
■and  out  of  nothing  else;  and  after  the  previous 
^ebt  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
shall  have  been  paid  to  Georgia — which,  instead 
of  two  dollars,  is  only  half  a  dollar  per  acre,  and 
interest  on  that  half  dollar  till  sale — or  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  without  interest,  payable  after 
Gkorgia  is  thus  paid,  and  out  of  no  other  fund 
than  the  lands  themselves.    So  that  five  millions 
of  dollars  from  the  sales  of  the  very  lands  appror 
prlated  is  reserved  by  Government  for  Indian 
title  and  other  expense,  which  is  equal  to  one- 
half  of  the  value. 

The  plain  amount  of  the  bill  is  this :  Con- 
gress, to  gain  a  clear  title  to  forty  millions  of 
acres  of  lands,  which  the  Supreme  Court  have 
decided  belong  to  individuaU,  are  to  keep  at  the 
Treasury  a  separate  account  of  the  avails  of  the 
sales  of  these  lands;  and  out  of  these  avails,  in 
the  first  place,  they  are  to  pay  to  Georgia  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  then  to 
the  honest  purchasers  two  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars,  with  interest,  or  five  millions  of  dollars 
without  interest ;  and^  after  these  payments  are 
made,  they  are  to  put  into  the  national,  Treasury 
all  the  avaiU  of  the  residue  of  the  forty  millions 
•  of  acres,  which,  at  the  public  price  for  lands,  will 
be  seventy-three  millions  of  dollars  clear  profit ; 
or  they  are  to  hazard  the  whole,  as  well  as  Geor- 
gia her  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  upon  the  doubtful  chance  of  a  future 
change  in  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Can  it  be  a  dictate  of  prudence  to  incur  this 
hazard? 

The  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  loudly  demand  this  compromise.  It 
is  necessary  for  their  prosperity  that  the  wilder- 
ness should  be  cultivated ;  that  their  population 
should  be  increased,  and  every  facility  should  be 
given  to  new  settlers.  But  we  must  remember, 
and  here  I  beg  genlleraeo  ta  remember,  that 
when  they  are  formed  into  a  State  the  Yazoo 
claimants  can  bring  ejectmtot,  and  force  the 
honest  planter  to  come  here,  to  vindicate  his 
title  before  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  the  whole 
country  will  be  in  .dispute.  From  hence  will 
arise  scenes  of  confusion,  expense,  and  every 
evil  which  attends  a  state  of  uncertainty. 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
for  venturing  the  assertion ;  but,  sir,  to  my  mind. 
it  is  apparent  that  the  interest  of  the  people  or 
Georgia  requires  this  compromise.  We  are  at 
war,  and  none  of  our  treasuries  are  overflowing. 
Pass  this  bill,  and  it  gives  to  Georgia  a  prompt 
payment  of  above  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  by  enabling  her  now  to  make  use 


of  that  amount  in  her  treasury,  arising  from 

these  lands,  under  such  circumstances  that  she 
cannot  now  use  it,  without  a  breach  of  tha  pub- 
lic faith. 

By.  passing  the  bill,  all  doubts  as  io  our  title 
will  be  removed.  The  sales  will  become  more 
active,  and,  not  to  mention  the  present  hazard, 
she  will  sooner  receive  her  million  and  a  fourth 
of  dollars.  She  is  anxious  about  her  Souchern 
frontier,  and  does  she  overlook  entirely  her 
Western  ?  Is  it  of  no  moment  to  her  to  have  the 
country  opened  between  her  capital  and  Mobile? 
To  make  her  interior  the  thoroughfare  for  all 
the  Atlantic  people  visiting  Louisiana?  Does 
she  prefer  the  savage  to  the  planter  and  farmer 
for  neighbor?  And,  sir,  who  is  there  that  does 
not  know  that  while  these  claims  remain  ancom- 
promised  the  Indian  title  will  remain,  and  con- 
sequently these  lands  be  kept  from  market  ? 

Once  more,  sir ;  these  claimants  are  considered 
by  the  Eastern  Legislatures  as  fully  entitled  to 
relief.  They  have  more  than  once  expressed 
this  opinion,  unitedly,  and  not  by  party  or  for 
party  purposes.  And  would  it  not  be  consoling 
to  the  honorable  feelings  of  the  people  of  Geor- 
gia, to  know  that  these  innocent  persons  are  re- 
lieved from  evils,  which  arose  from  their  own 
misplaced  confidence,  and  to  |five  this  evidence 
of  their  regard  for  the  opinions  of  the  sister 
States  ? 

Sir,  the. passage  of  this  bill  will  materially 
advance  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  people  west 
of  the  Alleghany.  It  is  well  known  that  New 
Orleans  is  their  market:  that  they  descend  by 
water,  and  return  by  land  ;  that  in  returning  they 
have  to  pass  through  these  disputed  lands,  for 
four  hundred  miles,  which  are  and  will  be  a  wil- 
derness until  this  dispute  is  settled ;  and  the  hard- 
ships, expense,  and  risks  of  life  and  property, 
from  thence  resulting,  is  apparent  to  every  person 
of  reflection.  It  really  increiises  the  expense  of 
freight  upon  the  whole  products  of  the  West. 

Sir,  in  addition  to  the  reasons  I  have  assigned 
in  favor  of  this  compromise,  allow  me  to  remark, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  are  much 
exposed  to  the  aggressions  of  foreign  Powers, 
feeble  from  want  of  numbers,  and  hemmed  in 
by  powerful  savages;  that  the  importance  o{ 
that  section  of  the  country  to  this  nation  is  in- 
calculable, while  its  means  of  self-defence  are 
weak  indeed  :  and  from  hence  I  infer,  and  I  think 
justly,  that  in  a  national  view  it  is  a  matter  of 
the  first  importance  to  compromise  these  dis- 
putes, to  purchase  the  Indian  title,  and  to  open 
the  country  under  such  circumstances  as  are  best 
calculated  to  produce  a  numerous  and  hardy 
population. 

Had  this  dispute  been  compromised  under  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration,  and  the  lands  ofifered  in 
market,  there  would  have  (een  no  more  need  of 
an  army  to  protect  the  Mississippi  than  there  is 
of  an  army  to  protect  the  Potomac ;  and  the  mo- 
neys already  expended  in  supporting  our  troops 
in  that  quarter,  vastly  exceed  the  sum  that  ever 
would  have  been  necessary  to  effect  a  compro- 
mise.   Yet  most  of  this  money  might  have  been 
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sared,  and  been  now  in  year  Treasury ;  for  the 
compromise  might  have  been,  as  it  now  can  be 
effected,  without  costing  the  nation  one  cent  either 
in  money  or  in  land. 

The  protection  of  the  Mississippi,  from  this 
day  to  the  end  of  next  September,  will  cost  os 
more  than  the  amount  proposed  to  be  paicT  from 
the  lands  for  a  compromise.  The  same  eVil  will 
and  must  exist,  as  long  as  the  same  policy  is  pur- 
sued. A  country  exposed  to  a  foreij^n  enemy, 
weak  in  its  population,  rich  and  ioTiting  in  its 
character,  commanding  the  outlet  of  more  than 
a  million  of  persons,  half  surrounded  by  power- 
ful savages,  and  distant  more  than  four  hundred 
miles  from  a  vigorous  yeomanry,  must  be  pro- 
tected by  regular  troops,  and  at  a  great  expense. 
Believing,  sir^  as  I  most  religiously  do,  that 
these  injured  and  suffering  claimants^ave  a  right 
to  demand  this  act  of  justice  at  our  hands—be- 
lieving that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  in  a  degree 
f pledged  to  settle  these  disputed  claims ;  and,  be* 
ieving  also,  that  the  true,  sound  policy  of  the 
nation,  requires  that  we  should  do  itW  should 
be  criminal  to  myself-*-!  should  be  criminal  to 
those  by  whose  partiality  I  am  now  permitted  to 
address  yon— I  should  be  criminal  to  the  Ameri- 
can people,  were  I  to  withhold  my  support  from 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
report  progress,  with  a  view  to  lay  the  subject 
over  for  the  session  $  which  be  supported  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  not  time  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject fully  during  the  present  limited  session,  with- 
out neglecting  business  of  immediate  and  press- 
ing importance. 

Mr.  Clay's  motion  was  <yposed  by  Messrs. 
PoiNBCXTBB,  Wbight,  and  WinoBBT,  and  sup- 
ported bv  Mr.  Bibb;  when  the  question  was 
taken  and  carried— yeas  63^  nays  48. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress ;  and  the  question  arose  whether  the  Com- 
mittee should  have  leave  to  sit  again  ;  which, 
(after  some  observations  from  Mr^STow,  in  £lvor 
ot  leave,)  was  decided  b]r  yeas  and  nay»— for 
granting  leave  53,  against  it  65,  as  follows. 

YsAS — Daniel  Avery,  Eaekisl  Bacon,  John  Baker, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns  Bleeckor,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckenridge,  Blijah  Brighaai,  Francis  Carr, 
Epaphrodittts  Champion,  MaHtn  Chittenden,  Richard 
Cutis,  John  Davenport,  jnn.,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsboiongh,  Thomas  P.  Oiosvenor, 
John  A.  Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Pbilin  B.  Key, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Ardubald  McBiyde, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitdiill,  Jonathan  0.  Moso> 
ley,  Thomas  Newbc^d,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elishs  R.  Potter,  iosiah  Quincy, 
William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Samuel  Shaw,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis 
B.  Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bemamin  Tallmadge, 
Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tomer,  jr.,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Wil- 
liam Widgeiy,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WUIiam  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  David  Bard»  William  Bamett,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  Robert 
Blown,  William  A.  BurwelL  William  Butler,  John  C. 


CaUumn,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clop- 
ton,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha, 
Ellas  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Qreen, 
Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett 
Hawcs,  John  M<  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jos. 
Kent,  William  Kennedy,  WiUiam  R.King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Mkcon,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
Samuel  McKee,  Amnah  Metcalf^  James  Morgan,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Wil- 
liam Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  William  Strong,  George  M.  Troup,  R^rt 
WbitebUl,  David  R.  WiUiams,  Thomas  Wilson,  and 
Richard  Wimi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindextbb,  the  bill  and 
report  on  the  subject,  made  by  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Motion  carried — yeas  60,  nays'dO. 


TuEsoAT,  February  16. 

Mr.  MiLH OR  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  complaining  that  American  vessels,  nav- 
igated by  American  citizens,  are  engaged  in  the 
African  slave  trade,  under  the  flags  of  foreign  na- 
tions, and  praying  that  Congress  will  take  this 
subject  into  consideration,  and  pass  such  laws  as 
'will  remedy  the  evil  of  which  they  complain. — 
Referred  to  a  select  committee ;  ana  Mr.  Milnor, 
Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Qrosvenor,  Mr.  Wheaton, 
and  Mr.  Earle,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  (ieorgetowa,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  that  an  act  may  be  passed  author- 
izing them  to  make  a  turnpike  road  from  George- 
town, in  the  direction  of  Leesburg,  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  to  the  boundary  of  the  said  District. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  additional  officers  in  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed ; 
and  alsM)  the  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Dan- 
iel Updike  from  his  imprisonment ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis  ^  and  the  bill  giving 
further  time  for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  releasing  to  the 
owners  of  privateers  all  claims  of  the  United 
Statesj  under  the  non-importation  law,  to  British 
property  taken  on  board  of  American  vessels. 

After  some  minutes  spent  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

DUANE'8  HAND-BOOK. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  establishing  an  elemen- 
tary exercise  for  the  infantry  of  the  militia  and 
Army  of  the  United  States." 

[The  bill  proposes  the  adoption  of  the  system 
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entitled  ^  A  Hand-book  for  Infantry,"  the  aotiior 
of  which  is  William  Duane,  as  the  system  of 
elementarjr  exercise  for  the  infantry  of  the  mi- 
litia and  Army  of  the  United  Stated.] 

A  letter  from  the  present  Secretary  of  War  to 
the  Military  Committee  recommends  the  adop- 
tion of  this  system. 

Mr.  Turner  opposed  the  bill,  on  aecount  of 
defects  which  he  alleged  in  the  proposed  system. 

Mr.  Williams  warmly  defended  it,  and  at 
some  length  advocated  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Wriobt  said  a  few  words  in  its  favor ; 
and  the  Committee  rose  and  report^  the  bill  with- 
out amendment. 

On  the  question  of  engrossing  the  bill  for  a 
third  reading,  considerable  debate  took  place,  Mr. 
Tallmaooe  and  Mr.  Q,uinct  opposing,  and  Mr. 
WiLLiAics  and  Mr.  Jobnbon  sopporting  it. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tdrncr  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  to  confine  its  effects  to  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  and  not  to  extend  it  to  the 
militia ;  which  motion  was  negatired ;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing. 

NATURALIZATION  LAWS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
to  amend  the  naturalization  laws  of  the  United 
States ;  which,  bavins  been  amended  in  Commit- 
tee, was  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lacock  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ex- 
tending the  naturalization  of  aliens  to  all  those 
"  who  have  heretofore  or  may  within  nine  months 
hereafter,  declare  their  intention  agreeably  to  law 
to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States,"  and  de- 
daring  that  they  may  be  admitted  as  such. 

This  motion  was  negatived. — For  the  amend- 
ment 45,  against  it  48. 

On  the  question  of  concurrence  wich  the  com- 
mittee in  striking  out  the  second  sectio^i  of  the 
bill,  which  deprives  of  his  right  to  the  privileges 
of  citizenship  finy  citizen  who  shall  depart  from 
and  remain  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
for  a  term  of  two  years— the  yeas  and  nays  were, 
for  striking  out  the  section  71,  against  it  43,  as 
follows : 

Ybab — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil&am  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  John  fisker,  David  Bard, 
William  Bamett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blaek- 
ledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler, 
Johji  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran, 
John  Clopton,  William  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph 
Desha,  Samael  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Find- 
ley,  Asa  Fitch,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Peterson  Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Felix  Gmndy,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Kent, 
William  Kennedy,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  MOore,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newton,  William  Piper,  James 
Pleasants  jr.,  Benjsmin  Pond,  SamuerRinggold,  John 
Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebeneier  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George 
Smith,  John  Smithy  Richard  Stanlbid,  William  Strong, 


John  Taliafem,  George  M.  Txonp,  Robert  Whiteliill, 
David  R.  Williams,  William  Widgeiy,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Navs — Eiekiel  Baoon,  Abqah  Bigeiow,  Harmanne 
Bleecker,  James  Breckenridge,  Elijah  Biigham,  Wil- 
liam A.  Bnrwell,  Epaphzoditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Lewis  Conoict,  John  DaYenport,>jr.»  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Fisk,  Thomas  P.  Groe- 
venor,  Jacob  HuAy ,  Philip  B.  Key,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  William  McCoy,  James  Milnor,  Jonatluin 
0.  Moaeley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel 
Pickens,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
i^uincy,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Thomas  B. 
Robertson,  William  Rodman,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John 
Sevier,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  l*racy,  Charles  Turner,  jr^ 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Leonard  White, 
and  Thomas  Wilson. 

The  bill  havinjC^  been  thus  amended,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third  reading. 


WbdrbsdaTj  February  17. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  serer* 
al  acts  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  role  of  nat- 
ural izatioa,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Baoon  opposed  its  passage  on  the  ground 
of  the  impolicy  of  encouraging  tne  emigration  of 
alien  enemies  during  the  existence  of  war;  and 
concluded  a  shortJipeech  against  the  bill  bv  mov- 
ing its  commitment  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Gbundt  supported  the  motion,  on  the 
ground  of  defects  in  the  detail  of  the  bill,  which 
he  wished  to  amend. 

The  motion,  for  reeommitment,  wma  carried  by 
a  large  majority,  and  the  bill  made  the  order  of 
the  (my  for  Monday. 

The  engrossed  bill  estaUishiog  an  Kiementary 
Exercise  for  the  infantry  of  the  army  and  militia 
of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.— For  the  bill  56,  against  it  2a 

The  House  then  resolved  .into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  Government  tor  the  year  1813; 
and  the  blanks  in  the  bill  having  been  filled  with 
the  several  sums  moved  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill;  and  the  amendmenta 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

WAR  TAXES. 

Mr.  LrrfLB  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
with  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  the 
non-importation  act,  to  which  he  avowed  him- 
self to  be  very  friendlv,  and  to  the  suspension  of 
which  he  was  opposea ; 

"Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  report  io  this  House  a 
bill  or  bills  laying  taxes  for  the  support  of  the  war." 

The  question  of  consideration  of  this  resolution 
was  decided  in  the  affirmiative,  by  yeas  and  nays— - 
for  consideration  66,  against  it  38,  |is  followa : 

Tbas— Wttham  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eae- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  WiUiam  Bamett,  WiHiam 
Blaekledge,  Harmanus  Bleeckeiv  Robert  Biown,  Wil- 
liam A.  BolrweU,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calheon, 
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John  Cloptoii,  WilHuD  Crawfinnd.  Riefasrd  Cnttt,  Roger 
Detv,  John  DawMD,  Jowph  Doriui,  Waiiam  Findlor, 
Meriiack  Fkwiklui,  ThooMi  Ghokoii,  Petonon  Good- 
wjB*  Irakh  L«  OnoB,  Fdiz  Oinndf ,  Boiling  Hill» 
Aylett  Hawea,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Rklitid  M.  John* 
son,  Wiiliam  Kennedj,  WUluun  R.  ^ing»  Abner  La- 
cocky  PotoT  Little,  WiUiam  Lowndee,  Aeion  IjTlBt 
Thomae  Moore,  WiUiam  McCoy,  Alexander  Mclum, 
Aranah  Metcal^  Jamee  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Monow, 
Hogh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  St^hen  Ormsby,  Is- 
rael Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior, 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  Reed,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Ebe- 
nexer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Silas  Stow, 
John  Taliaferro,  Peleg  Tallman,  Charles  Turner,  jttn., 
Leonard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright^-66. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  John  Baker,  James' 
Breckenridge,  Elijah  Bxjgham,  Francis  Carr,  Epa^ro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Ulay, 
James  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  WiUiam  Ely, 
Asa  Pitch,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Bdwin  Gray,  Tho- 
mas P.  Gioevenor,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Rich* 
ard  Jackson,  jun.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Samuel  MeKee,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Joeaah  Quiney,  Wifiiam  Rod- 
man, Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Philip  Stuart,  William  Strong,  Lewis  B«  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Laban  Wbeaton,  and  Thomas  Wil- 
son— 38. 

The  resolatioD  being  thus  presented  to  the 
House  for  its  adoption — 

A  desultory  debate  of  two  hours  took  place  on 
it,  in  the  course  of  which  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Grunot  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
and  negatiTed*— 60  to  45. 

The  following  was  the  eoorse  of  the  debate, 
which  was  of  too  irregular  a  nature  to  be  report- 
ed entire. 

.  Mr.  Gbunut  opposed  the  motion,  because  it 
had  already  been  aeclared  impracticable,  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  act  properly 
on  the  subject  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  LiTTLB  supported  it,  on  the  ground  of  his 
opposition  to  a  suspension  of  the  non-importation 
act,  a  measure  which  he  reprobated  as  injurious 
to  the  manufactures  of  our  country  and  weaken* 
iug  our  measures  against  Great  Britain,  of  which 
he  considered  the  non-importation  act  to  be  as 
powerful  as  any. 

Mr.  Stow  advocated  the  motion,  because  he 
wished  the  House  to  redeem  the  pledge  given  at 
the  last  session  that  taxes  would  be  laid  at  this, 
and  to  observe  something  like  consistency  in  their 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Wright  was  also  warmly  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  and  rather  imputed  blame  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  for  not  having  before 
acted  on  this  subject,  without  waiting  for  instrue- 
tions  from  the  House. 

Mr.  Bibb  replied  to  the  remarks  which  had 
been  made  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  At  the 
last  session  it  was  presumed  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  lay  taxes  at  this  session ;  but  the  rjeve- 
nne  accruing  in  the  intermediate  time  had  swelled 


so  far  beyond  its  ai^tlcipated  amount  as  to  render 
it  unnecessary  to  levy  taxes  for  the 'service  of  the 
ensoingyear. 

Mr.  Wbioht  again  spoke  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  a 
repeal  or  modification  of  the  non-importation  act, 
though  he  believed  both  that  measure  and  the 
imposition  of  taxes  would  be  neeessttry  to  supply 
the  revenue. 

Mr.  MoKiH  was  in  favor  of  tke  notion,  becaose 
he  was  opposed  to  the  suspension  or  weakening 
of  the  Don-importation  act. 

Mr.  Ghbveb  spoke  at  lengtb  in  defence  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and*  in  demon- 
stration of  the  impracticability  of  acting  on  the 
subject  properly  at  the  present  session.  Sitting 
day  and  night,  and  passing  by  all  other  business, 
a  proper  system  of  taxation  could  not  be  digested 
and  put  into  the  form  of  law  before  the  end  of  the 
session.  Two  only,  out  of  fourteen  of  the  bills  it 
would  be  necessary  to  pass  to  carry  the  system 
proposed  at  the  last  session  into  effect,  would  re- 
quire the  whole  of  the  present  session  to  perfect 
them*  The  passage  of  a  system  of  taxation,  be* 
sidea,  would  not  obviate  the  necessity  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  for  suspending  partially  the  non- 
importation act.  It  would  require  both.  The 
tazes)  he  agreed,  must  be  Uid,  but  could  not  at 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Wrioht  replied. 

Mr.  Stow  again  spoke.  He  would,  if  all  the 
tax  bills  could  "not  be  passed,  at  least  pass  one. 
and  break  the  charm  which  seemed  to  withhold 
the  House  from  touching  the  subject. 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
the  resolution,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  an  in- 
struction to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
to  report  a  bill  or  bills,  pursuant  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  this  sub-  1 
ject,  which  passed  the  House  on  the  4th  day  of  I 
March,  1812.  ' 

This  modification  of  the  motion  was  accepted 
by  Mr.  Little. 

Mr.  Chbveb  then  withdrew  his  objection  to  the 
motion,  as  it  contained  a  definite  instruction,  and 
he  felt  a  delicacy  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  in  opposing  it,  though  he 
was  convinced  it  would  be  impracticable  to  pass 
the  bills  at  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Roberts  opposed  Che  motion,  and  express- 
ed his  regret  that>the  discussion,  which  was  fixed 
for  to-morrow,  should  be  forestalled  by  this  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  JoBNflON  warmly  opposed  the  motion,  as 

{foing  to  cast  censure  on  a  committee  which'  had 
abored  day  and  night  in  its  vocation,  and  requir- 
ing them  to  originate  measures  which  they  had 
already  declared  it  impracticable  to  act  on  at  the 
pre^nt  session,  &c. 

Mr.  WinoBRT  also  spoke  against  the  motion, 
decidedly. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
as  modified  by  Mr.  Archer,  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows :     * 
'   YkAS— William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  David 
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Bard,  WilUun  Bamett,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John 
C.  Calhoun,  Lang^don  Chevet,  John  Glopton,  William 
Crawford,  John  Bawaon,  Joaeph  Deaha,  Elias  Earle, 
Meahack  Franklin,  Thomaa  Gnolaon,  Peteraon  Good- 
wyn,  laaiah  L  Gieen,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawea, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Abner  Lacock,  Pater  Linle,  William 
Lowndea,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomaa  Moore,  Arunah  Met* 
cali^  Hugh  Nelaon,  Thomaa  Newton,  Jamea  Pleaaanta, 
junioTy  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberta,  Thomaa  B. 
Robertaon,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomaa  Sammona,  Ebene- 
xer  Seaver,  Adam  Beybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Silaa  Stow,  John  Taliaferro,  Rob- 
ert WhitehUl,  David  R.  WUliama,  Richard  Winn»  and 
Robert  Wright-^7. 

YsAa— Willie  Alaton, junior,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel 
Bacon,  John  Baker,  Wifliam  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd, 
Jamea  Breckenridge,  Francia  Carr,  Epaphroditua 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamea 
Cochran,  Lewis  Condict,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Daven- 

e»rt,  junior,  Roger  Davla,  Samuel  Dinamoor,  William 
ly,  Jamea  Fiak,  Aaa  Fitch,  Thomaa  B.  Gold,  Charlea 
Goldaborough,  Edwin  Gray,  Thomaa  P.  Groavenor, 
Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M. 
Hyneman,  Richard  Jackion,  Jr.,  Richard  M«  Johnson, 
William  Kennedy,  Joaeph  Kent,  William  R.  King, 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Archibald  McBiyde,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKun,  Jamea  Miinor,  Jamea  Morgan,  Jer- 
emiah. Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Thomaa  New- 
bold,  Stephen  Ormaby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rhea,  William  Rodman,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Richard  Stanford,^  Philip 
Stuart,  WUIiam  Strong,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Tatlmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charlea  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Gortlandt,  La* 
ban  Wheaton,  WiUiam  Widgery,  and  Thomaa  Wil- 
aon-— 69. 

A  communication  of  a  confidential  nature  was 
annoanced  from  the  Senate:  On  which,  the  House 
was  cleared  of  all  persons,  except  the  Members 
knd  officers  of  the  Housej  and  the  doors  were 
elosed,  and  after  remain ing  so  for  some  time,  they 
were  again  opened  j  and  tne  House  adjourned* 

Thursoat,  Febroary  18. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide 
new  certificates  of  registry;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gholson.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  for  the  reliet 
of  John  Redfield,  junior,"  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  the-  third  time 
to-morrow* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallman, 

Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  on  the 
pension  list  of  the  United  States  all  officers  and 
seamen  that  may  be  wounded  on  board  of  any  of 
the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
line  of  their  duty,  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  fo^ 


the  support  of  Ciovernment  for  the  year  1813,  was 
read  tne  third  time,  and  paslted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^*  vest- 
ing in  the  United  States  the  power  of  retaliation 
in  the  cases  therein  specified." 

The  bill  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  RelatiOlis. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susanna 
Wiley.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

'The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Renben  Att water.  The  bill  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  "joint  resolution 
proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  respecting  the  mo^e  of  eleet- 
inff  Electors  of  President  and  Ytqe  Prteident ;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  rost  Office 
Establishment. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  HoQse,  without  amendment,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  rea^  a  third  time  to- 
day. The  bill  was  aubsequently  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  allowing  further  time  for  delivering 
the  evidence  in  support  of  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,  and  for  regulating  the  do- 
nation grants  therein.  The  bill  was  reported  to 
the  House  with  sun(|ry  ameadments,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  i^BBVEs,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the 
bill  regulating  foreign  coins.  . 
•  [The  bill  provides  that  all  foreign  gold  and 
silver  coins  snail  be  legal  tender,  and  fixes  the 
value  thereofl  and  limits  the  operation  of  the  act 
to  five  year8.j 

The  bill  passed  through  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  was  reported  to  the  House  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  Vaccination 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  ordered^  to  be  engros- 
sed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and 
on  motion  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CAPTURED  PROPERTY, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
remitting  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  cer- 
tain ffoods,  wares,  dtc^  captured  by  the  private 
, armed  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  McEiM,  uoder)  the  belief  that  the  bill  m  it 
now  stands  does  not  place  privateers  on  a  better 
footiDg  than  before,  and  does  not  answer  the  ob- 
ject intended  hj  the  resolation  which  produced 
It,  proposed  the  following  substitute  by^  way  of 
amendment : 

**  That  all  right  and  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
British  property,  which  may  have  been  captured  by 
American  priTtteers^  arising  from  forfeiture  under  any 
prorision  of  the  act  entitled  <An  act  to  prohibit  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies^  and 
for  other  purposes,'  and  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  dbncem- 
ing  the  commercial  intercourse  between  Great  Britain 
and  France  and  their  dependencies  and  for  other  pur^ 
poses/  and  an  act  supplementary  to  the  last  mentioned 
act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  relinquished  for  the 
benefit  of  the  ownersy  officers,  and  crews  of  the  priva- 
teers respectively  that  may  have  captured  the  same." 

This  amendmentproduced  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  McKim  and  Wright  advocated 
the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Fisk  op- 
posed it }  when  the  question  waa  taken  and  lost, 
without  a  division^ 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  aa  to 
include  captures  made  of  goods  which  were  ahip- 
ped  anterior  to  aa  well  as  since  the  declaration  of 
war  was  known  in  England.  This  amendment 
was  adopted,  46  to  32. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House,  as  amended ;  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  47  to  39* 


FRiDAT,*February  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  Hampshire, 
Qeorge  Sullivah,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
babitanta  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
remonstrating  against  a  repeal  of  the  non-impor- 
tation acts,  and  suggesting  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther legal  provisions  more  effectually  to  enforce 
the  said  acts. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Tallmah,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  serenteenth  instant,  reported  a  bill  author- 
zing  the  discharge  of  John  McMaster  from  con- 
finement ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah 
Wiley  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  regulating  the  currency  of 
foreign  coins,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
without  opposition. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  encourage  yaccination. 
by  allowing  all  letters  to  and  from  an  a^ent,  to 
be  appointed  to  preserve  the  true  and  genome  vac- 
cine matter,  to  be  free  of  postage,  Wjas  read  a  third 
time ;  and,  after  the  rejection  of  a  motion  to  re- 
commit it  for  amendment,  made  by  Mr.  Wil- 
LiAMS,  and  of  a  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely, 
by  Mr.  Stanford,  it  was  amended  by  general 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
Redfield,  junior,  was  read  a  third  time;  the  bill 


for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Attwater,  and  (he  bill 
allowing  farther  time  for  deliyering  evideoce  in 
support  of  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  "  propos* 
ing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  respedtine  the  mode  of  electing 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

CAPTURED  PROPfiRTY. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  release  the  claims  of  the 
United  States  on  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, captured  by  private  armed  vessels,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  debated. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  the  foUowinj;  vote,  by 
yeas  and  nays— for  the  bill  38,  against  it  52 : 

Yeas — WUUs  AlstoUt  jvnior,  William  Anderson, 
William  Bsmett,  William  BlacUedge,  Robert  Brown, 
WilUam  A.  BoiweU,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhonn, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Glopton,  Lewis 
Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Roger  Da- 
yis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Find- 
ley,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUing  Hall, 
Obed  Hall,  John  A^  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  WilUam  Kennedy,  Joseph  Kent, 
WilUam  R.  King,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  William 
McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh 
Nelson, Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pick- 
ens, WiUiam  Piper,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomas 
B.  Robertson,  Ebenecer  Ssge,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Eben- 
ezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  WilUam  Strong,  Robert  Whitehill,  Da- 
vid R.  Williams,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NATs-^tevenson  Ajrcher,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
ker, WiUiam  W.  libb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Hazmanus 
BleedLer,  Adam  Boyd,  ElQah  Brigham,  Epaphroditns 
Champion,  LangdonCheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Edwin  Gray,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Aylett 
Uawes,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Japkson,  junior,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  WiUiam  Lowndes,  Archibald 
McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Jo- 
siah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  WUUam 
M.  Richardson,  WUUam  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Richard  Stanford,  PhUip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Peleg  Tall- 
man,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Leonard  White* 

EXTRA  SESSION. 

Mr.  Grunot,  lifter  a  few  obserrations  on  the 
impracticability  of  laying  the  taxes  necessary  to 
produce  a  revenue  for  1814,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, and  the  difficulty  of  passing  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  for  suspending  the  non-impor- 
tation, if  indeed  it  pasaed  at  all,  and  the  conse- 
quent necessity  for  an  earlier  meeting  of  Con- 
gress than  usual,  offered  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

**B/e9oh€d,  That  it  is  expedient  tliAt  the  Thbtecntb 
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Congretf  should  assemble  on  the  lest  Monday  in  Maj 
next,  and  that  a  committee  he  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  providing  therefor/' 

Mr.  G.  alto  observed  that  the  fate  of  this  reso- 
Intion  would  test  the  prdpriety  of  proceeding  at 
this  time  in  the  discussion  of  ihe  bill  for  the 
modifieatioQ  of  the  non -importation  aet. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  was  pleased  at  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  resolution,  with  the  object  avowed, 
of  testing  the  expediency  of  discussing  the  late 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  which  he  bad  in  part  concurred.  The  ungra- 
cioofs  manner  in  which  that  report  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  House,  and  the  debate  which  took 
place  yesterday,  had  satisfied  Mr.  B.'s  mind  that 
there  was  no  probability  of  passing  the  bill  at 
the  present  session.  Tne  question  then  arose, 
whether  any  public  good  oould  arise  from  a  disr 
cussion  without  a  probability  of  obtaining  a  de- 
cision on  it,  Hewas-satisfied  that  no  good  would 
result.  He  was  convinced  the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee  ought  to  pass ;  but,  perceiving  so 
many  of  a  different  opinion,  he  was  disposed  to 
concur  in  the  resolution,  in  order  to  postpone  the 
subject  to  the  next  session.    '  ^     ' 

Mr.  RoBBRTs  expressed  his  regret  that  the  res- 
olution had  been  brought  forward,  because  he 
thought  it  misjudged  and  ill  timed.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  after  attending  to 
their  duty  with  some  sort  of  diligence,  had  re- 
ported, as  the  result  of  their  inquiries,  that  it 
would  be .  necessary  to  pass  a  bill  for  partially 
suspending  the  non-importation  act,  as  well  as  to 
lay  the  taxes.  It  was  true  the  bill  had  been 
brought  forward  iate ;  but  it  had  better  be  dis- 
cussed now  than  postponed  to  an  extra  session, 
when  the  House  would  not  be  as  well  organized, 
and  considerable  time  must^apse  before  much 
business  could  be  done.  It  was  important  that 
the  suspension  law  at  least  should  pass  at  the 
present  session,  if  not  the  taxes  also.  If  the  pro- 
ject for  a  modification  of  the  non-importation 
was  not  acceptable  to  the  House,  there  were  other 
items  in  that  bill  which  might  be;  for  instance, 
the  increased  duty  on  foreign  tonnage,  dbc.  Mr. 
R.  concluded  his  observations  by  moving  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  hoped  that  if  it  was  not 
the  inclination  of  the  House  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion, the^  would  reject  it  at  once.  He  was  of 
opinion  it  would  be  placing  the  public  credit  on 
firmer  ground  to  show  that  Congress  would  come 
here  in  May  for  the  express  purpose  of  providing 
the  ways  and  means,  than  to  proceed  nastily  to 
suspend,  even  partially,  the  non-importation  law. 
It  was  important  that  tne  public  mind  should  re- 
ceive no  shock  at  this  time;  and,  although  he 
should  vote  for  the  bill,  if  a  vote  should  be  taken 
on  it,  he  yet  knew  that  many  well-informed  men 
were  warmly  opposed  to  it,  and  thought  it  a  dan- 
gerous measure.  He  was  willing  to  postpone  it 
until  the  public  mind  should  be  more  settled  on 
this  subject ;  and  therefore  he  wished  his  motion 
now  to  pass. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  delaying  a  decision  on  the  mo- 
Uoa  would  defeat  its  object;  for  he  should  in 


that  case  feel  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
calling  up  the  suspension  bill  immediately. 

Mr.  Roberts  observed  that  a  postponement  of 
the  question  of  modifying  the  non-importation 
act,  with  hn  eye  to  the  state  of  the  public  mind 
on  that  subject,  could  answer  no  end,  unless  the 
public  should  be  in  possession  of  the  facts  which 
had  influenced  the  committee  to  report  the  bill. 
It  would  be  merely  putting  off  the  evil  day,  with- 
out producing  an)[  beneficial  effect.  Discussion 
need  not  produce  irritation ;  it  bad  become  more 
necessarv  now,  from  the  memorial  on  the  table 
from  Baltimore.  The  memorial  contained  alle- 
gations, no  doubt  proceeding  from  the  impres- 
sions on  the  minds  of  these  memorialists,  which 
must  have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  public  mfnd, 
as  it  was  evident  that  the  subject  was  not  cor- 
rectlv  understood  in  all  its  bearings  by  those  who 
had  oraughted  that  memorial. 

Mr.  Raicdolph  admired  the  candorof  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Pennsylvania  and  Tennessee,  what- 
ever he  might  think  of  their  arguments.    What 
was  the  amount  of  the  observations  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Teonessee,  if  he  understood  them  1 ' 
At  this  time  the  elections  in  three  of  the  South- 
ern States—Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Ten- 
nessee— the  result  of  which  would  unquestiona- 
i>ly  deterinine  the  political  complexion  of  the 
next  Congress — had  not  y«t  taken  place.    The 
election  in  one  of  them,  and  that  considerably 
<he  largest,  would  come  on  in  April  next.    In 
order  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  the  orthodox  be- 
lievers in  the  non-importatlon  act,  it  was  now 
proposed  to  avoid  touching  it  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  and  to  postpone  it  until  the 
elections  were  over.    This  was  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  called  putting  off  the 
evil  day;  while  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
seemed  to  think  "sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof.^'    Again :  as  the  imposition  of  taxes  at 
the  present  session  might  not  have  the  haj^iest 
effect  on  the  elections  in  these  States,  this  ereat 
question,  to  meet  which  we  had  screwed  our 
courage  to  the  sticking  place  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  was  also  to  be  put  off.    On  the  other 
hand,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  that 
the  next  uongress  might  be  composed  of  men 
not  quite  so  well  organized  (not  dtUUd  !)  as  the 
present  Congress,  and  therefore  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  act,  now  that  we  have  the  power,  because 
it  is  not  so  very  certain,  if  we  postpone  it,  that 
we  shall  have  th6  power  to  act,  if  we  have  the 
will.    These  sentiments  are  opienly  avoWed  by 
gentlemen  who  are  in  fact  leaders  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  House.    Is  it  possible  that  the  Ameri- 
can people  can  be  imposed  upon  by  so  barefaced 
a  fetch  as  this  1    I,  for  one,  said  Mr.  R.,  have  no 
objections  to  an  early  meeting  of  Congress,  if 
the  public  service  require  it*  But  I  will  not  con- 
sent to  lay  aside  that  responsibility  which  I  owe 
to  those  I  represent  on  this  floor,  in  order  to  lay 
up-  a  little  fund  of  popularity  against  the  next 
elections.    I  shell,  therefore,  vote  for  the  resoia- 
tion's  lying  on  the  table.    Mr.  R.said  the  resolu- 
tion in  fact  looked  one  way  and  rowed  another. 
It  looked  to  an  earlier  convention  of  the  next 
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Congress  for  matters  of  great  pablie  eoacern  ;  it 
was  in  fact,  and  avowedly,  putting  off  the  sus- 
pending law  and  the  laying  of  taxes,  until  ano- 
ther Congress  shoald  be  elected.  To  this  he  was 
decidedly  opposed. 

Mr.  Grundt  dbclaimed  the  motire  iitiputed 
to  him  by  the  eentleman  from  Virginia ;  he  had 
before  declared  his  intention  to  rote  for  the  sns- 
pending  bill,  and  that  declaration  ought  to  have 
shielded  him  from  the  gentleman's  remark.  Such 
an  idea  as  he  had  suggested  would  not  have  en- 
tered the  mind  of  any  one  disposed  to  view  the 
subject  fairly.  The  non-importation  law  most 
be  buspended  or  a  double  portion  of  taxes  must 
be  laid.  Ten  millions  or  more  must  be  levied  of 
internal  taxes,  or  the  non-importation  act  must 
be  repealed  or  modified.  The  only  question 
was,  which  was  the  most  eligible  mode  of  rais- 
ing a  revenue;  to  modify  the  non-importation 
act,  and  lay  five '.millions  of  taxes ;  or  leave  it  as 
it  is,  and  have  five  or  ten  millions  more  of  taxes. 
There  was  an  additional  consideration,  Mr.  G. 
said,  which  he  had  omitted  to  urge.  What 
change  three  or  four  months  might  produce  in 
the  relations  of  this  country  with  other  coun- 
tries was  extremely  uncertam;  no  man  could 
foretell ;  a  change  might  take  place  to  make  one 
or  the  other  of  these  measures  more  or  less  eli- 
gible, dbc.  The  insinuations'  which  had  been 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  rela- 
tion to  the  pending  elections,  were  unfounded  as 
to  himself,  and  entitled  to  no  weight. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  made  no  insinua- 
tion or  suggestion  whatever  in  relation  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  or  from  Pennsylva- 
nia. He  had  put  the  gentlemen  literally  on  their 
own  ground.  There  was  no  occasion  or  room 
for  explanation.  With  regard,  however,  to  the 
declaration  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  of 
his  willingness  to  vote  for  a  suspension  of  the 
non-importation  ace,  whUe  his  motion,  if  it  pre- 
vailed, would  virtually  operate  to  postpone  that 
question,  his  declaration  wbuld  not  operate  that 
perfect  effect  in  relation  to  his  motion  which  the 
gentleman  seemed  to  think  it  ought  to  have. 
The  gentleman  had  only  to  recur  to  the  journals 
of  the  last  session,  and  hie  would  find  bis  own 
vote,  with  that  of  other  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
laying  taxes — a  pleds[e  much  stronger  than  a 
declaration  of  a  disposition  to  vote  for  any  thing— 
and  yet  the  taxes  were  not,  and,  probably,  would 
not  be  laid,  even  at  this  session. 

Mr.  FiSK  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion, because  he  was  opposed  to  the  present  sus- 
pension of  the  non-importation  act.  It  was  no 
imposition  on  the  nation,  nor  was  he  able  to  un» 
derstand  how  or  why  it  could  be  so  construed, 
unless  the  gentleman  supposed  the  repeal  might 
have  some  effect  on  the  elections  in  Virginia. 
But  was  it  true  that  it  would  affect  them  ?  Did 
that  gentleman  depend  on  the  effect  of  any  such 
measure  to  secure  his  own  re-election  ?  Mr.  F. 
said  he  should  not  have  mentioned  this  surmise 
if  the  gentleman  himself  had  not  introduced  the 
subject.  But  he  had  heard  it  said  that  what 
men  most  think  about,  they  most  ulk  about. 


Why,  tiien,  4id  the  gentleman  talk  about  elac- 
tions^  or  why  did  he  suppose  this  motion  intended 
merely  to  operate  upon  elections  ?  The  gentle- 
man may  reasooabfy  be  supposed  to  wish  the 
taxes  to  be  laid,  dbc,  in  order  to  aid  his  election, 
more  especially  as  he  intends  to  vote  against 
them.  The  inference  is  as  fair  on  one  side  as  on 
the  otheiv    Such  arguments  can  have  no  effect. 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  the  resolution,  because 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  there  was  ample  time 
to  lay  the  taxes  at  the  present  session,  without 
putting  the  nation  to  the  expense,  and  the  mem- 
bers to  the  inconvenience  of  an  extra  session. 
The  public  credit  required  they  should  now  be 
acted  on,  and  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  them.  He 
was  decidedly  opposed  to  a  modification  of  the 
non-importation  act. 

Mr.  Roberts  disclaimed  the  meaning  Mr. 
Ranoolph  had  imputed  to  him.  He  had  merely 
meant  to  say,  what  every  one  knew,  that  it  was 
some  time  after  the  first  convention  of  every  new 
Congress,  before  they  were  in  a  state  to  proceed 
effectually  and  regularly  with  public  business. 

The  question  on  the  motion  for  laying  the  res- 
olution on  the  table,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
For  laying  it  on  tne  table  45,  against  it  81,  as 
follows : 

TxAs^ohn  Bakeii  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Blaecker,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martia 
Chittenden,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport^  jr.,  Sam- 
uel Dinsmoor,  James  Emott,  William  Findley ,  Meshaok 
Franklin,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborongh, 
Isaiah  L.  Oreen»  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Kent, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Arobibald  McBiyde,  James  MUnor, 
Samuel  L.  MitchUl,  Anthony  New,  Joseph  Pearson, 
John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenexer  8eaver» 
Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  George  Smith,  Philip 
Stuart,  William  Strong,  Peleg  TaUman,  Pierre  Van 
Gortlandt,  WUliam  Widgery,  Thomas  WiUon,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

Nats— WUUs  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
vanson  Areher,  Daniel  Avery,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  WilUam  Bamett,  BurweU  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  BuUer, 
Praods  Carr,  Epaphroditna  Champion,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jamef  Cochran,  John  Ciopton,  Lewis  Condiet,  Wil- 
liam  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Dasha,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Felix  Grondy,  Boiling 
Hall,  Jaoob  Hufty ,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  William  R. 
King,  Abner  Laoock,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  Wil- 
ham  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Natlkaniel  Macon,  Thomas 
Moore,  WilUam  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Amnah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel 
Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benja- 
min Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  WiUiam  M.  Richardson,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  William  Rodman,  Lem- 
nel  Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
lord,  Silss  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  John  Taliaferro, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charka  Tarnsr,  Jr.,  Laban  Whaaton,  Laooaxd  Whito, 
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Robert  Whitehiil,  David  IL  WiniuM,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Stow  was  opposed  to  it.  He  dwelt  on  the 
expense  of  an  extra  session,  its  inconvenience, 
and  the  injury  which  might  result  to  the  public 
credit  from  a  postponement  of  the  consideration 
of  the  ways  and  means  for  the  next  year.  He 
was  astonished  at  the  aversion  to  the  taxes.  The 
subject  of  taxation  came  on  by  paroxysms;  at 
one  moment  they  could  not  be  dispensed  with,  at 
the  next  they  were  postponed,  dtc.  He  was  very 
anxious  that  they  should  now  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Cheveb  said,  in  reply  to  an  allusion  of 
Mr.  Stow,  that  from  the  earliest  period  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  he  had  seen  the  necessity 
of  adopting  a  fixed  revenue.  He  had  voted 
against  a  postponement  of  the  subject  at  the  last 
session,  had  done  everything  he  could  to  bring  it 
on,  and  given  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  in 
reparing  the  necessary  bills.  True  it  was^  as 
e  had  before  stated,  that  the  late  importations 
had  obviated  the  necessit)r  of  laying  tales  for  the 
present  year.  And  he  said  now,  that  if  the  bill 
just  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  to  pass  at  the  present  session,  Con** 
fi;ress  might  at  an  early  session  pass  the  laws  for 
laying  taxes  for  the  service  of  the  next  year; 
though  it  was  indispensable  in  his  opinion  that 
some  system .  of  revenue  should  be  provided  at 
the  present  session.  He  should  under,  this  im- 
pression vote  against  the  resolution;  although, 
if  the  resolution  prevailed  and  put  by  the  suspen- 
sion bill,  he  must  of  necessity  vote  for  a  session 
in  May. 

Mr.  Qrobvcmor  also  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution, and  dwelt  on  the  expense  and  inconveni- 
ence of  an  extra  session.  These  considerations, 
however,  would  yield  to  stronger  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  measure;  but  none  suc£  had  been 
ur^ed.  In  every  point  of  view  the  bill  for  mod- 
ifying or  repealing  the  non-importation  act  ought 
to  pass.  It  we  remained  at  war,  the  want  of 
revenue  rendered  Its  modification  necessary :  if 
our  situation  is  likely  to  be  changed,  it  was  a  still 
stronger  reason  for  the  repeal.  There  could  there- 
fore be  no  adequate  reason  for  postponing  it.  If 
a  decision  on  this  subject  be  postpoaed,  what 
will  be  the  situation  of  the  merchants  whilst  such 
a  measure  is  hanging  over  them,  and  keeping 
them  in  perfect  uncertainty  as  to  your  future 
measures?  Already  had  tney  sufiered  enough 
from  our  fluctuating  policy.  It  was  due  to  them 
that  the  question  should  be  decided  at  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  FiNBLEY  was  much  opposed  to  the  idea  of 
an  extra  session,  but  if  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  did  not  pass,  or  the  taxes  were  not  laid,  at 
the  present  session,  he  must  of  necessity  vote  for 
it;  because  every  consideration  of  private  con- 
venience must  yield  to  the  public  exigency.  If 
an  extra  session  must  take  place,  however,  he 
thought  it  had  better  be  at  an  earlier  day.  He 
suggested  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  resolution 


blank  as  to  the  day  in  May  at  which  Congress 
should  assemble. 

Mr.  Qrondt  yielded  to  this  suggestion  of  Mr. 
FiNOiiEY,  and  modified  his  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  opposed  to  the  resolution, 
not  because  he  was  unwilling  that  Congress 
should  convene  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  hxed 
by  the  Constitution,  if  the  Executive  should 
think  it  necessary ;  but  because  he  was  unwilling 
to  shift  from  himself  the  responsibility  for  this 
awful  measure,  as  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  it, 
which  be  had  pledged  himself,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  take 
upon  him.  He  had  been  among  those  who  voted 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Coa- 
grewi  for  certain  resolutions,  giving  to  the  natioa 
a  pnblic  pledge  that  they  would  supply  to  the 
lenders  to  the  (Government  a  fund,  to  be  derived 
from  taxes,  for  tbe  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
or  for  the  payment  of  interest.  Having  giveik 
this  i>ledge.  I  will  not  giye  my  vote  to  retire 
from  it.  No,  sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  wish  to  see  the 
tax  bills  immediately  laid  on  the  table ;  that  the 
House  should  embark  in  the  discussion ;  and  if 
it  should  be  found  that  we  cannot  get  through 
them  before  the  Constitutional  period  of  our  la- 
bors, I  shall  then  be  willing  to  pass  a  law  for 
an  extra  session ;  for  such  a  bill  might  be  passed 
in  three  hours.  Let  us  avoid,  said  he.  the  scoffs 
and  revilings  of  the  oppositiooi  and  of  all  parties 
in  the  Government,  who  have  said  we  are  un- 
willing to  meet  this  question.  It  might  be  the 
pleasure  of  his  constituents,  he  said,  to  send  soaie 
other  person  in  his  place*  He  would  go  with 
those  bills  in  his  hand,  and  tell  them  how  he  had 
acted.  If  they  were  unwilling  to  support  the 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  they  would  discard 
him.  Bnt  he  had  a  better  opinion  of  them.  The 
House,  he  said,  had  better  labor  day  and  night  to 
perfect  the  tax  bills,  and  bring  into  existence  the 
funds  they  had  pledged  themsielves  to  provide, 
than  that  tbe  public  credit  should  suffer.  What 
assurance  had  gentlemen  that  the  Gbvernraeat 
could  procure  a  single  dollar  of  the  proposed  loan, 
if  they  did  not  provide  ways  and  means  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  t  Are  not  the  reports  of 
your  public  officers  and  committees  before  the 
nation,  stating  that  taxes  are  necessary  f  And 
yet  do  you  propose  to  retire,  and  **  lay  the  flatter- 
ing unction  to  your  souls"  that  they  may  not  be 
necessary,  or  that  the  aspect  of  your  foreign  re- 
lations may  be  changed  ?  He  considered  him- 
self pledged  to  provide  the  ways  and  means,  and 
therefore  could  not  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Rhba  said  he  should  vote  for  the  motion, 
without  referring  to  the  sentiments  of  his  constl- 
tuents«  As  he  had  no  wish  to  avoid  that  respon- 
sibility which  attached  to  him,  he  should  vote 
as  he  thought  correct,  without  considering  what 
might  be  the  construction  put  on  his  vote  bjr 
others. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  against  the  motion.  He 
denied  the  want  of  time,  which  had  been  al- 
leged as  a  reason  for  not  acting  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  There 
was  always  time  to  do  what  the  House  had  a 
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disposition  to  do.  With  respect  to  the  operation 
of  the  postponement  of  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  ofWays  and  Meana  until  the  elec- 
tioDs  are  over,  it  would  have  no  effect  to  ren- 
der its  passage  questionable  abroad ;  for,  regard- 
ing the  quarter  whence  it  came,  and  the  sanction 
it  had  receiyed,  the  passage  of  the  bill  would  be 
eonsidered  as  certam.  If,  on  the  otheT  band, 
there  was  an  indisposition  to  repeal  it,  it  could 
not  be  too  soon  determined. 

The  aspect  which  the  House  presented  to  the 
nation  and  to  the  world,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  one  on 
which  he  could  not  by  any  i^ieans  delight  to  dwell. 
He  believed,  if  we  ffo  on  for  another  term  of  two 
years  as  we  haye  ^r  the  last  two,  there  will  be 
danger  that  the  GoTernmenc  will  dissolre,  from 
its  ownr  imbecility.  What  was  the  fact?  The 
twelfth  Congress  had  placed  the  nation  in  a  state 
of  war,  and  authorized  vast  military  and  not  small 
naval  preparations.  They  had  eanctioned  expendi- 
tures to  an  extent  heretofore  unknown  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  Gtoveroment.  Although  in  a  state  of 
war,  and  having  authorized  vast  expenses  for  ar- 
mies  and  navies,  and  loans  to  an  immense  amount, 
unlimited  as  .to  interest,  and  as  to  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple—'to  say  nothing  oif  the  Treasury  notes-^the 
same  Congress  utterly  refused  to  provide  the 
means  /or  supporting  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Is  it  upon  a  Parliamentary  record  like  this 
thai  you  propose  to  entertain  a  proposition  for 
peace?  It  will  be  spinning  out  to  an  infinite  ex- 
tent an  already  disastrous,  disgraceful,  and  imbe- 
cile war.  It  is  throwing  from  the  shoulders  of  this 
House  and  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature the  awful  responsibility  fairly  attaching  to 
both  branches.  Averse  as  he  had  been  to  this 
war  from  the  beginning ;  sensible  as  he  was  of  the 
imbecile,  infatuated  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
conducted ;  he  trusted  he  should  be,  if  not  the  last, 
indisputably  among  the  last  men  in  the  House, 
or  io  the  nation,  to  approve  a  disgraceful  or  even 
dishonorable  peace.  And  yet,  if.  at  (he  next  ses- 
sion, the  President  should  tenner  the  compact 
ratifying  such  a  peace — a  peace  incompatible 
with  the  high  claims  you  have  set  up  to  the  world 
—what  would  be  the  consequence?  The  Presi- 
dent could  say,  and  trnlv  too,  that  the  Congress, 
by  declaring  war,  voteo  immense  expenditures, 
aiid,  refusing  to  provide  the  ways  and  means,  had 
driven  him  to  the  necessity  of  making  a  peace  on 
luay  terms.  Mr.  R.  said  he  could  not,  therefore, 
lend  his  agency  to  produce  such  a  state  of  things* 

But  another  consideration  weighed  in  some 
degree— and  it  was  not  strange  that  it  should — 
on  his  mind.  He  was  unwilling  this  House  should 
ineet,  ia  May  next,  to  gratify  the  rapacity  of  the 
claimants  under  the  Yazoo  act  of  Georgia,  of  1795, 
the  cravings  of  whose  appetite  had  been  stayed  by 
the  implied  promise,  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  that  when  Congress  assemble  in  May 
next,  they  shall  be  gratified  to  the  fullest  extent 
of  their  wishes.  How  far  this  consideration  might 
operate  in  accelerating  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
it  was  not  for  him  to  say.  He  had,  however,  been 
Attonished  that  the  subject  had  been  permitted  to 
slumber  on  the  table  of  this  House  as  it  had  been, 
Idth  CoK.  2d  Sxss.— 35 


thiit,at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  inchoate 
act  of  this  House  might  be  permitted  to  be  brought 
up  as  one  additional  motive  for  gratifying  the  cu- 
pidity of  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Grunoy  barelv  rose  to  remark,  that  the 
consideration  last  alluded  to  had  certainly  no 
operation  on  the  mind  of  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion. He  had  as  strong  objections  to  the  Yazoo 
claim  as  any  one  in  the  House,  and,  when  taken 
up,  he  would  heartily  co-operate  with  that  gen- 
tleman in  its  destruction. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  then  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  53,  nays  70,  as  follows: 

YsAB — WiUis  Alston,  Jan.,  William  Anderson,  8te* 
venson  Araher,  Daniel  Avery,  Bsekiel  Baoota,  Wilham 
Baniett,  David  Bard,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Wiltiam  BUek- 
ledge,  El^ah  Brigham,  Bpaphroditos  Champion,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Olopton,  Levris  Condict,  William 
Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  William  Find- 
ley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwvn,  Felix  Crnindy ,  Boiling  Hail,  Aylett 
Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Feter  Little,  WiUiam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  NathM  Macon,  Thomas  Moore, 
William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Morgan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  Jan., 
Benjamin  Pond,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richard- 
son,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Thomas  6.  Robertson, 
John  Sevier,  John  TaIt&ferro,6eoTge  M.  Troop,  Charfee 
Tamer,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehUI,  David  R.  WUliams,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelowi  Hermanns 
Bleeeker,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wm.  A.  Bar- 
well,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cocfarto, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Joseph  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Ooldsbo- 
rough,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thos.  P.  Gros- 
venor,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Haipei,  Jacob  Hiifty,  Rioh- 
ard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy, 
Joseph  Kent,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman  Law,  Josepn 
Lewis,  jr.,  Archibald  McBiyde,  James  MUnor,  Samnel 
L.  Mitchin,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tim- 
othy Pkkin,  jr.,  Eltsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincy,  John 
Randolph,  Jonathan  Roberts,  William  Rodman,  Ebe- 
neier  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebe- 
neser  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stoart, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Stniges,  Beojamtn  Talhnadge, 
Peleg  TaUman,  t7ri  Tra^,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  William  Widgery, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 


Saturday,  February  20. 

Mr.  MiLNOBj  from  the  comrnittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Bioren^  Duane,  and  Weight- 
man,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription 
for  the  laws  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  memorial  of  the  Abolition  Soci- 
ety of  Philadelphia,  made  a  report  favorable  to 
the  memorial,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 
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SUSPENSION  OP  NON-IMPORTATION. 

,  Oa  motion  of  Mr.  ChbvbBi  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
partially  to  suspend  the  Don-im porta ti on  acts, 
and  to  lay  additional  duties  on  foreign  tonnage. 

Mr.  Chbyb.8  explained  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee in  reporting  the  bill;  entered  into  an  ex- 
position of  our  finances,  and  of  the  object  and 
effects  of  a  suspensioti  or  modification  of  the  non- 
importation law. 

Mr.  Bibb  followed  Mr.  Chbvbs  in  support  of 
the  repeal.  Though  he  felt  much  confidence  in 
the  restrictive  system,  still  he  thought  it  expedi- 
ent now  to  suspend  the  non-importation  act;  it 
would  be  a  mere  change  of  warfare ;  and,  instead 
of  relying  upon  its  operation  upon  our  enemy,  we 
should  now  rely  solely  on  the  strength  and  valor 
of  our  arms ;  and  this  course  was  the  more  ne- 
cessary, as  the  requisite  revenue  cannot,  at  this 
time,  be  derived  from  taxes.  Mr.  B.  went  through 
the  bill,  explaiorne  and  discussing  its  various  pro- 
visions, and  concluded,  by  hoping  the  measure 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  some  time  in  opposition  to 
the  bill.  He  believed  that  the  non-imporiation 
was  the  most  powerful  and  efficient  weapon  which 
we  could  wield  against  Great  Britain,  and  avowed 
his  willingness  to  raise  a  revenue  by  taxes,  in 
preference  to  deriving  it  from  the  importation  of 
British  productions. 

Mr.  BoTo  offered  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  bill ;  declaring  hi^  confidence  in 
the  pressure  produced  in  England  by  the  non- 
importation, and  declared  his  intention  to  vote, 
not  only  against  this  bill,  but  every  other  which 
would  authorize  the  introduction  of  goods  from 
a  nation  which  had  treated  us  with  so  much  in- 
justice. 

Mr.  Potter  declared  himself  opposed  to  the 
bill,  although,  as  the  friends  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem were  about  to  abandon  it,  and  deliver  it  over 
to  the  mercy  of  its  enemies,  he  believed  it  would 
pass.  He  could  not  say  respecting  this  bill,  as 
be  did  of  the  bill  about  seamen,  which  having 
.peace  for  its  object,  if  it  had  any,  be  thought  it 
would  be  hardly  made  so  exceptionable  that  he 
would  not  voie  for  it.  It  was  possible  it  might 
do  good,  it  could  certainly  do  no  harm ;  We  could 
but  be  in  war,  overwhelmed  with  debt,  and  dis- 
grace. This  bill,  the  object  of  which  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  that  of  revenue,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  the  war,  at  the  expense  if  not  at  the 
price  of  the  total  destruction  of  the  commercial, 
ahipping,  and  manufacturing  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btates,  he  said  could  not  be  made  or  amended 
in  any  manner,  so  as  to  obtain  his  vote. 

Mr.  P.  said,  a  few  years  since  he  hedlrd  so  much 
in  Congress  about  encouraging  manufactories, 
that  he  began  to  be  apprehensive  that  the  inter- 
ear  of  the  merchaiit  and  landholder  was  to  be 
sacrificed  to  them,  but  he  was  nbw  induced  to 
believe  (hat  it  was  intended  more  to  amuse  than 
to  benefit  them,  and  to  make  the  people  generally 
better  satisfied  under  their  very  severe  sufferings, 
in  time  of  peace,  with  the  restrictive  system ;  but 
be  said  he  could  not  but  be  astonished,  whenthis 


system  had  driven  many  respectable  merchants 
from  their  usual  business,  to  employ  an  immense 
capital  in  manufacturing  estaolishments,  that 
the^r  were  still  to  be  pursued  even  in  this.business 
again,  to  their  rqin ;  and  that  for  the  purpose  of 
revenue,  to  be  obtained  for  the  use  of  the  war,  in 
the  year  1814,  the  non-importation  sjrstem  was 
partially  to  be  suspended,  when,  owing  to  the 
war,  they  cannot  return  again  to  commercial  pur- 
suits, if  they  had  capital  and  were  so  disposed, 
but,  must  be  left  to  suffer  very  much  in  their 
present  business. 

Mr.  P.  said,  whien  he  considered  that  his  con- 
stituents had  a  capital  of  between  four  and  five 
millions  of  dollars  thus  employed,  and  examined 
the  bill  under  consideration,  and  s^w  that  the 
goods  permitted  to  be  imported  were  about  the 
same  price  and  quality  as  those  manufactured  in 
this  country,  he  thought  if  the  manufacturers  in 
England  would  have  beeft  permitted  to  have 
made  a  selection  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
their  rivals  in  this  country,  they  could  not  have 
done  it  with  more  art  and  address.  The  second 
section  of  this  bill  ^*  excludes  cloths,  of  which 
cotton  is  the  principal  material,  and  the  prime 
cost  of  which  shall  not  be  less  than  fifteen  pence 
sterling,  and  shall  not  exceed  three  shillings  ster- 
ling per  square  yard  thereof.''  It  therefore*  by 
admitting  goods  between  those  prices,  admits 
those  of  the  quality  and  price  almost  exclusively- 
manufactured  ip  this  country^  such  as  plaids, 
ginjj^hams,  stripes,  checks,  shirting,  sheeting,  Ac. 
which  sell  from  thirty  to  forty  cents  per  yard, 
and  bed-ticks  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents  per 
yard.  This  bill  is  farther  calculated  to  take  from 
those  manufactories  >  the  encouragement  given 
under  former  laws,  by  laying  heavy  duties  on 
articles  that  have  been  heretofore  admitted  duty- 
free, such  as  card  wires,  hides,  and  many  other 
articles  which  are  much  wanted,  and  are  of ^reat 
importance  to  those  concerned  in  this  business, 
particularly  leather  and  wire. 

Mr.  P.  said,  upon  examining  the 4th  section  of 
this  4>ill,  one  would  suppose  we  were  about  to 
make  'laws,  as  the  good  book  says  good  men 
should  give  alms,  by  not  letting  the  left  hand 
know  what  the  ri^ht  band  does.  Very  few  people 
by  reading  this  bill,  would  suppose  that  a  heavy- 
salt  tax  was  intended  by  it,  but  so  it  is.  Why 
not  call  things  by  their  right  names,  and  let  ibe 
people  see  what  they  pay  their  money  for?  This 
tax  bears  hard  on  the  poor,  inasmuch  as  they  con- 
sume as  much  salt  as  the  rich.  A  short  state- 
ment would  show  the  taxing  quality  of  this  law. 
In  the  first  place  the  extra  tonnage  duty  imposed 
by  it,  would  operate  to  increase  the  price  of  arti- 
cles imported  to  that  amount,  as  it  would  be  paid 
by  the  consumer ;  and  salt  must,  during  the  war 
at  least,  come  in  foreign  vessels  exclusively  un- 
less our  ships  sail  under  British  licenses.  So 
that  the  double  duty,  the  Mediterranean  fund,  so 
called,  with  the  additional  duty  on  goods  imported 
in  foreign  vessels,  will  make  thirty-three  per  cent, 
duty  on  salt,  exclusive  of  foreign  tonnage.  The 
last  session,  the  salt  tax  appeared  to  be  more  un- 
popular than  any  proposed,  and  among  all  the 
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resolutions  for  bying  taxes,  it  was  the  onljr  one 
that  failed,  although  it  was  brought  up  again  by 
a  gentleman  from  Virginiai  (Mr.  GHOLSONr)  Who 
Tery  honorably  to  himself,  upon  being  informed 
bv  his  friends  that  the  taxes  embraced  by  the  res- 
olutions were  considered  as  comprising  one  sys- 
tem, and  that  they  ought  all  to  pass  together, 
moved  for  a  reconsideration,  and,  upon  reconsider* 
iog  the  Tote,  the  resolution  to  tax  salt  was  adopted. 
Now  it  seems  that  this  tax  has  become  so  popular, 
that  palt  is  to  be  taxed  singly,  and  this  notwith- 
standing, by  a  vote  a  few  days  past,  the  House 
determined  that  they  would  not  go  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  taxes  this  session,  but  must  hare 
one  on  purpose  to  lay  them. 

Mr.  P.  said  the  bill  under  consideration  was 
well  calculated  to  amuse  and  gratify  both  the 
friends  and  enemies  Of  the  restrictive  system. 
To  its  friends  it  holds  up  the  idea  that,  by  a  rery 
nice  discrimination  in  tne  goods  permitted  to  be 
imported,  the  British  manufacturing  interest  will 
not  at  all  be  relieved,  and  that  the  system  will  be 
left  to  operate  upon  the  enemy  with  all  its  sever- 
ity, while  we  shall  derive  immense  advantages 
from  such  importations.'  To  its  enemies  is  held 
out  the  great  advantage  of  making  another  breach 
in  this  system,  the  discrimination  is  declared  to 
be  of  very  little  importance,  as  nearly  as  many 
goods  will  be  imported  as  if  the  act  was  repealed 
— [see  extract  of  a  letter  of  June  10th,  1812,  when 
this  same  subject  was  pending  from  the  Treasury 
Depart niient. J  It  is  not  believed  that  the  result 
would  be  materially  affected  by  a  modification, 
or  partial  instead  of  an  absolute  suspension  of  the 
non-importation*  Stating  as  a  reason  that  it 
would  very  much  depend  upon  funds  then  in 
Bngland.  Why  then  keep  up  this  discrimina- 
tion, when  we  have  no  funds  in  that  country,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  amusing  the  friends  with  the 
shadow  of  their  favorite  system,  while  its  ene,- 
mies  are  to  be  highly  gratified  by  having  offered 
to  them  the  substance?  If,  therefore,  the  enemies 
on  this  side  of  the  House  should  continue  the 
same  hostility  in  time  of  war  as  they  have  done 
in  time  of  peace,  and  its  friends  on  the  other  side 
are  now  willing  to  give  up  the  substance  for  the 
shadow,  the  system  thus  abandoned  must  now 
expire.  But,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  hoped  the  coveh'ng 
was  too  thin  to  deceive  either  side,  and  that  this 
▼ery  plausible  bill  at  this  time  woald  meet  its 
merited  fate. 

Mr.  P.  said,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Chbvbs)  who  reported  this  bill  has  told  us 
that  this  was  for  the  express  purpose  of  aiding 
the  revenue  in  1814,  and  has  demonstrated  that 
we  shall  want,  for  the  service  of  that  year,' be- 
tween eight  and  nine  millions  of  dollars,  yet  to 
be  provided  for.  If  this  bill  passes,  the  direct  and 
internal  taxes,  he  says,  must  likewise  be  resorted 
to,  bat  he  thinks  it  will  not  do  to  begin  taxation 
with  a  land  tax  of  nine  millions  of  dollars,  and  a 
shop  license,  and  other  taxes  of  three  times  the 
sum  reported  the  last  year;  and  that  the  system 
of  direct  taxation  ought  to  be  approached  with 
great  caution,  beginning  with  small  sums  and 
grmdually  risingi  or  the  people  would  not  bear  it* 


Mr.  P.  asked  if  it  was  not  as  well  known  when 
we  declared  war  as  it  is  now,  that,  if  we  had  war, 
we  must  have  money,  and  that,  to  have  money, 
w'e  must  have  taxes.  A  system  of  taxes  was  re- 
ported early  the  last  session,  but  as  a  majority 
could  not  be  obtained  to  lay  them,  war  was  de- 
clared without  providing  the  way^,  and  means  to 
carry  it  on,  under  a  pretence  that  there  was  not 
time  to  mature  the  system,  and  under  a  pretended 
belief  that  the  taxes  would  better  follow  than 
precede  the  war;  time  was,  however,  found  to 
double  the  duties,  and  it  was  understood  that  the 
rest  of  the  taxes  were  to  be  laid  early  this  session. 
What  has  taken  place?  Almost  four  months 
are  gone  by,  little  business  has  been  done,  and 
now,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  this  project 
again  makes  its  appearance,  and  want  of  time  is 
again  the  excuse  foe  passing  this  bill,  and  passing 
over  the  general  system  of  taxes.  How  can  gen- 
tlemen, who  have  voted  for  the  war,  answer  to 
themselves,  their  constituents^  and  to  the  nation 
for  this  neglect;  the  want  of  time  is  but  a  miser- 
able excuse.  They  cannot  say  that  they  have 
had  from  the  minority  an  unreasonable  opposi- 
tion to  any  of  their  measures.  To  suspect  that 
their  constituents  woiild  not  pay  taxes  to  support 
the  war  would  be  doing  them  injustice,  it  would 
even  be  a  libel  upon  them,  after  they  have  justi* 
fied  the  war  by  continuing  the  men  in  power  that 
made  it. 

Mr.  P.  said,  after  being  in  session  about  twelve 
months  out  of  sixteen,  if  any  disasters  should 
happen  for  the  want  of  a  timely  provision  to  carrf 
on,  the  war,  and  to  support  public  credit,  on  the 
majority  must  rest  the  responsibility.  The  fault 
is  not  with  the  people;  if  the  majority  could  have 
agreed  among  themselves  the  whole  of  the  tax 
bills  which  have  been  prepared  in  the  Treasury 
Department  could  have  passed  in  a  few  days. 
But  gentlemen,  after  incurring  enormous  ex- 
penses, appear  to  have  just  found  out  that  the 
subject  of  direct  taxes  ought  to  be  approached 
with  great  care  and  circumspection.  Have  thev 
so  soon  forgot  that  a  direct  tax  of  only  two  mil- 
lions, when  the  nation  was  prosperous,  displaced 
a  former  Administration,  and  put  the  present  in 
power;  and  are  they  not  a  little  apprehensive 
that  a  tax  of  nine  millions  of  dollars  to  begin 
with  will  have  much  the  same  operation  on 
ihem?  The  evil  is  not  to  be  diminished  by  post- 
ponement, as  it  is  now  said  the  taxes,  to  answer 
the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  must  be  nearly,  or 
quite  three  times  as  much  as  was  contemplated 
the  last  year,  ootwithstandinff  the  revenue  de- 
rived by  British  importations  the  present  year. 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  people  in  this  country, 
when  the  present  Constitution  was  adopted,  were 
taught  to  believe,  if  they  would  ayree  to  the  Con- 
stitution, that  we  should  have  neither  war,  arm- 
ies, or  direct  and  internal  taxes;  that  the  revenue 
to  be  derived  from  commerce  would  support  the 
Qovernment,  and  in  a  few  years  pay  the  interest 
and  principal  of  this  debt.  But  they  were  told 
otherwise  by  the  bpposers  of  the  Federal  Qovern- 
ment and  Constitution,  and  as  soon  as  the  direct 
and  internal  taxi»  were  laid  by  the  Federal  Qov* 
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ernment  those  people  made  a  great  clamor,  aod 
said  ibeir  predictions  were  verified,  and  it  was 
9000  found  that  the  people  in  this  respect  were 
like  spoiled  children,  and  would  not  endure  the 
taxes,  and  turned  the  people  out  of  power  that 
imposed  them;  and  whenever  a  majority  should 
be  found  to  lay  the  present  contemplated  taxes, 
Mr.  P.  said  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  with  them 
aait  had  been  with  their  predecessors,  they  would 
not  remain  in  office  to  be  benefited  by  the  money 
collected  from  them.     . 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  also 
said,  that  this  was  a  good  time  to  borrow  money 
for  the  use  of  the  present  year.  Not  so ;  Mr.  P. 
said,  if  this  bill  passes,  th^  report  of  it  has  already 
enhanced  the  value  of  bills  on  England,  and 
the  passage  of  it  will  farther  increase  the  value 
of  them,  and  depress  the  value  of  the  stocks  of 
the  United  States.  What  are  the  objects  of  this 
law,  and  what  its  immediate  operation  7  We  are 
to  pay  Gre»t  Britain  this  year  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  to  purchase  her  goods^  to  relieve  her  man- 
ufactories, to  enable  her  to  carry  on  the  war,  with 
a  view  of  collecting  from  our  own  people,  in  the 
year  1814,  about  five  millions  of  dollars,  in  an  in- 
direct way,  by  making  them  pay  it  in  a  higher 
price,  in  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  rather  than 
collect  it  from  them  in  a  direct  manner — incom* 
piehensive  policy  to  be  pure  I  If  this  law  does 
not  pass,  the  money  will  be  retained  in  the  coun- 
try, and  a  part  of  it  loaned  to  our  Government  to 
carry  on  the  war.  Mr.  P.  said,  it  was  too  humil- 
iating, after  we  had  lost  so  many  millions  in  time 
of  peace,  by  this  system,  that  we  should  in  time 
of  war  relinquish  it,  and  pay  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  to  relieve  the  British  manufacturers,  to  the 
destruction  of  our  own,  and  derive  no  other  earth- 
ly advantage  from  it,  but  the  pitiful  consideration 
of  afibrding  Congress  the  political  advantm  of 
taxing  the  people  five  millions  of  dollars,  in  an 
indirect  way,  in  the  year  1814.  This  must  be  a 
miserable  consolation  indeed,  to  the  friends  of  this 
system,  to  see  it  relinquished  under  so  many  ad- 
vantages to  the  English,  and  so  many  disadvan- 
tages to  ourselves,  more  especially  as  it  will  so 
completely  verify  all  the  predictions  of  those  op- 
posed to  this  system  from  its  commencement. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Bibb,)  who 
has  been  one  of  the  first  and  firmest  friends  of 
this  system,  seems  willing  to  abandon  ijt.  and  has 
assigned  for  reason,  that  as  the  Middle  States 
wilf  not  bear  a  non>exportation,  and  have  been 
enriching  themselves  by  war  prices  for  their  pro- 
duce, he  therefore  thinks  it  very  unreasonable, 
that  the  more  Southern  States,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  should  any  longer  suffer,  by  the 
o{>eration  of  this  system  upon  them,  and  is  now 
willing  to  give  it  up  for  the  more  honorable  mode 
of  warfare^  that  of  valorous  fighting.-   Thus,  by 


obtaining,  in  return,  such  articles  as  they  wished 
from  abroad,  for  their  own  consumption,  will  be 
neutral  in  this  war.  It  is  ofbut  little  consequence 
to  them  whoae  ships  their  business  is  transacte4 


in,  in  such  a  state  of  things.  The  more  Soatben 
and  Eastern  States,  if  the  declaration  of  war  had 
not  been  ac^ainst  Great  Britain,  by  its  effects  oa 
them,  would  suppose  it  was  intended  to  destroy 
the  commercial  and  manufacluriog  interests  cf 
those  States.  The  same  gentleman,  io  order  itD 
presumed,  to  make  this  bUl  tolerable,  with  sone 
who  have  objections  to  it,  has  dwelt  oa  the  i^ 
vantage  of  this  discrimination,  as  it  respects  ibe 
two  nations,  that  we  are  not  to  admit  woolk 
cloths,  charged  at  more  than  six  shillings steriu; 
the  square  yard,  and  tells  us  that,  to  prefeot  io- 
positions,  inspectors  will  be  appointed  tobreik 
the  packages  and  examine  them.  This,  Mr.  P. 
said,  be  supposed  would  be  managed  with  liit 
same  kind  of  vigilaiice,  and  much  to  tke  suk 
efiect,  as  the  law  Was,  prohibfting  the  importition 
of  British  rum.  It  was  well  known  that  neirly 
as  much  rum,  made  at  the  Bnglish  West  hk 
islands,  had  been  imported  since  the  law  as  b^ 
fore,  all  the  Treasury  tasters  to  the  contrary  aoi- 
withstanding.  He  could  not  say  that  the  breui 
of  the  law  was  connived  at  by  the  Treasarj  D^ 
partment,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  j  hot  it  wis 
certain  that  this  rum  was  never  made  where  t: 
was  purported  to  be  made,  and  thisisaihlDgthit 
any  person  that  could  distinguish  between  goo^ 
ola  spirits  and  poor  new  whiskey  could  not  doubt; 
but  a9  long  as  the  Treasury  wants  moDe]r,aiii 
everything  is  to  bend  to  the  expediency  of  gettia; 
money  from  the  people,  i&  this  indirect  waf,lfi< 
P.  said,  he  believed  the  inspectors  of  dry  gooi 
would  be  as  accommodating  to  the  wants  of  tlie 
Government,  as  the  rum  tasters  had  beeii,iu 
we  should,  under  this  law,  have  fine  cloths » 
well  as  good  rum. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  this  bill  passes,  the  pride  of  liit 
nation  must  be  humbled,  the  interest  of  theeoa- 
mercial  and  manufacturing  States  sacrificed  in 
destroyed,  and  we  shall  have  taught  Great  B^* 
ain  a  lesson  she  never  ought  to  have  known. w 
which  she  will  take  advantage  of,aodpiv^ 
upon  in  future.  She  will  have  found  oat  tut 
the  people  in  this  countrv  will  neither  bear  I^ 
strictions  or  taxes ;.  that  whea  we  try  noo-exp^' 
ation,  the  Middle  States  cry  out,  and  when  di» 
importation,  we  hear  bitter  lamentations  from  i» 
Treasury  Department;  so  that,  between  the fuo 

of  the  Treasury  and  the  avarice  of  the  m^ 
States,  the  commercial  and  maaofacturiog  to^' 
ests  are  to  be  ruined,  and  the  interest  and  ambiti« 
of  Great  Britain  gratified.  Mr.  P.  wished  W 
Committee  to  look  back  a  few  years,  and  see  i» 
high  and  honorable  aunding  of  this  ^^^^^?^^^ 
pared  with  its  present  situation.  We  1»***^^ 
extensive  and  lucrative  commerce,  otir  ^^ 
whitened  every  sea,  and  we  enjoyed  all  the MfT 
ing  trade  from  the  French  colonies  lothemoiw 
country.    But  when  this  last  species  of  comB»«t 

was  interrupted  by  the  British,  our  ^^^f^ 
being  not  willing  to  lose  so  valuable  a  on^ 
of  their  business,  imprudently  made  SPP^^^^ 
to  Congress  to  protect  them,  as  far  as  they  co 
and  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  ^^^^^^ 
present  them  with  the  best  memorial  on  tbes 
ject.     Instead  of  affording  any  kind  of  pr^i^^" 
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to  the  merchants  for  that  branch  of  their  business, 
thus  interrupted,  even  by  remonstrances,  Con- 
gress put  a  stop  to  their  whole  business  by  an 
embargo.  Thus  the  protection  of  Government, 
in  time  of  peape,by  restrictions,  has  been  destruc- 
tion  to  their  interest.  Their  relief  by  suspending 
the  non-importation  act  in  time  of  war,  is  death 
Co  them;  and  if  you  will  forgive  them  lor  their 
imprudence  in  asking  your  protection  ia  this  in- 
stance, they  will  at  least  be  more  prudent  in 
future. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  after  the  trade  was  at  an  end 
by  the  British  taking  the  French  colonies,  we 
would  have  been  satisfied  with  carrying  our  own 
» produce  to  France  &c.;  but  this  the  English 
would  not  permit  without  a  license.  But,  our 
Ooyemment  were  then  so  much  aliTe  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  insult  and  indignity  that  they  would 
not  permit  this,  and  hare  attempted  to  prevent 
our  vessels  when  abroad  from  tacing  clearances 
to  go  from  one  foreigD  port  to  another,  under 
heavy  penalties  and  disabilities.  This  was  called 
tribute,  and  could  not  be  submitted  to,  and,  to  our 
resentment  in  time  of  peace,  all  trade  was  inter- 
dicted with  the  Boglish,  and  at  length  the  nation 
undertook  to  vindicate  their  honor  and  interest 
by  war.  Since  the  time  we  have  declared  war, 
we  have  continued  our.  export  trade  to  feed  Brit- 
ish armies,  while  our  own  people  have  been  suf- 
fering for  want  of  bread ;  and  now,  to  complete 
our  humiliation,  we  are  to  suspend  our  non-im- 
portation system. 

Mr.  P.  said,  although  he  had  been  always  op- 
posed to  this  system  in  peace^  he  would  not  now 
a^rpe  to  suspend  it  for  financial  considerations. 
fie  was  unwilling  to  say  to  the  British  that  we 
had  mistaken  their  werith  and  strength  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  and  to  acknowledge  to  them 
our  inability  and  weakness.  The  gentlemen  who 
have  made  this  war  miffbt  as  well  say,  at  once, 
if  the  English  would  forgive  us  the  past,  we 
would  do  better  in  future  ;  and  we  might  all  say 
of  the  war,  that  it  was  ill-timed,  unfortunate,  and 
ill-fated ;  that  nine  months  of  such  war  has  so 
for  humbled  our  pride  and  reduced  our  resources 
as  to  make  the  friends  of  this  system,  in  time  of 
war,  (the  only  time  that  it  can  operate  with  any 
effect,;  willing  to  surrender  it  for  nothing. 

Mr.  P.  said  this  suspension  gives  at  once  to 
Great  Britain  almost  all  the  advantages  of  our 
commerce  that  she  derived  in  time  of  peace,  with 


Mr.  P.  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  Tirtue  and 
efllcacv  of  the  restrictive  system,  of  its  operating 
upon  the  British  Government  through  their  man- 
ufacturers, and  now,  he  was  sorry  to  find,  by  some 
strange  operation  of  our  Treasury  Department, 
over  our  own  Government,  in  time  of  war,  the 
British  manufacturers  were  to  be  relieved,  and 
our  own  destroyed.  What  a  melancholy  picture 
of  national  humiliation  and  degradation  !  Who 
can  bear  it  ? 

Mr.  P.  thought  that  gentlemen  ought  to  have 
a  little  regard  to  consistency  in  respect  to  their 
measures.  He  said  a  bill  had  been  rejected  the 
day  this  was  reported,  calculated  to  relieve  our 
citizens  who  were  in  the  British  North  American 
colonies  about  the  time  our  war  was  commenced, 
and  who  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  remaining 
and  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  enemy., 
but  fled  for  refuge  to  the  United  Sutes,  and 
brought  their  effects  with  them,  relying  upon  the 
clemeqcy  of  their  own  Gbvemment,  believing 
them  more  merciAil  than  an  enemy.  Ton  have 
refused  them  relief.  The  consequence  is,  their 
goods  are  forfeited,  and  you  are  now  about  to  give 
privileges  and  advantages  to  English,  Spaniards, 
and  Portuguese,  to  import  goods  into  this  country 
to  great  profit,  when  you  confiscate  the  remnant 
of  the  property  of  your  own  citizens,  who  have 
escaped  with  their  lives. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  wished  the  Committee  would,  ' 
for  a  moment,  consider  what  would  be  the  situa- 
tion of  the  different  sections  of  the  United  States 
if  this  law  is  suspended  and  the  war  continued. 
It  increases  the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  Mid- 
dle States,  and  the  Southern  States  will  be  re- 
lieved.^ The  commerce  of  the  more  Northern 
and  Eastern  States  will  be  annihilated,  as  they 
cannot  move  another  ship  without  a  license; 
their  manufactories  will  be  almost  destroyed  by 
importations  of  British  goods,  and  the  increased 
price  of  breadstuff^,  from  the  same  cause.    Toa 

five  to  Great  Britain  more  than  she  ever  would 
ave  thought  of;  you  completely  prostrate  our 
commerce  and  manufactures  to  her;  you  give 
her  a  trading  war,  and  a  monopolj  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  worm.  Mr.  P.  said  it  our  territory 
was  invaded  by  a  neiehborinff  and  powerful  en- 
em  v,  and  we  were  to  be  divided  and  conquered, 
and  our  Government  destroyed,  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  the  Government,  preserving 
the  integrity  of  the  States,  and  saving  the  nation 
the  additional  advantages  of  employing  her  own  I  in  such  a  conflict,  he  would  be  williog  to  give  up 


capital,  and  her  own  ships,  under  the  flags  of  her 
friends,  while  we  cannot  move  an  additional  ship, 
unless  by  her  permission.  They  must  decay  m 
our  docks.  When  in  time  of  peace  our  mer- 
chants have  been  restrained  from  trading  with 
them  in  their  own  ships,  after  declaring  war,  we 
are  now  about  to  humbfe  ourselves  to  them,  and 
agree,  in  a  very  submissive  manner,  to  take  their 
merchandise  from  them  in  any  manner,  and  in 
any  vessel  that  they  will  please  to  license  for  that 
purpose ;  and,  for  this  sacrifice,  we  get  an  addi- 
tioDal  duty  on  tonnage,  which  oniv  serves  to  in- 
crease the  price  of  goods  imported,  and  is  paid 
^y  the  consumer,  ana  not  by  the  foreigner. 


the  commerce  of  the  country  without  a  murmur. 
But,  said  Mr.  P.,  when  the  war  was  professedly 
for  ihe  protection  of  commerce,  he  could  not,  nor 
would  not  agree  to  sacrifice  it  for  the  jpurpose  of 
humbling  ourselves  before  Great  Britain,  in  ask- 
ing them  generously  to  permit  us  to  import  a  few 
of  their  coarse  eoods,  to  enable  us,  eighteen 
months  hence,  to  devise  the  means,  in  an  indirect 
manner  from  our  own  citizens,  to  continue  the 
war,  to  conquer  a  cold,  barren  country  that  we 
did  not  want,  and  shall  never  get,  and  have  no 
business  with.  Mr.  P.  declared  that  he  believed 
if  we  suspended  the  uon-importation  law,  we 
I  would  have  a  trading  war»  and  Great  Britain 
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woald  have  no  indoeeineDt  to  make  peace ;  and 
for  such  a  state  of  things,  for  fifteen  years,  he 
had  no  doabt  Great  Britain  would  give  us  her 
possessions  in  this  country,  and  make  a  good  bar- 
gain. She  would  then  furnish  us  with  what  we 
wanted,  and  take  what  we  had  to  sell,  in  her  own 
ahips,  and  at  her  own  prices.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was 
not  only  against  a  partial  suspension  of  the  non- 
importation law,  but  against  a  total  repeal  of  it, 
as  long  as  the  war  lasted.  In  peace,  he  was  for 
commerce ;  in  war,  for  restrictions.  As  we  were 
one  nation,  he  hoped  we  might  prosper  or  suffer 
toeethen 

Mr.  P.  said  be  did  not  wish  to  defeat  the  bill 
under  consideration,  to  compel  Congress  to  lay 
those  taxes ;  for,  we  had  been  informed,  and  it 
was  very  evident,  that  they  must  be  laid,  let  the 
fate  of  this  bill  be  what  it  may ;  or,  the  war  must 
aot  only  cease,  but  the  credit  of  the  Government 
was  at  an  end.  He  had  voted  against  the  war, 
and  every  species  of  expense;  and  he  never 
would  vote  for  a  ship,  a  man,  or  a  cent  to  carry 
It  on.  Those  that  made  the  war,  might  provide 
the  ways  and  means  to  carry  it  on ;  and  those 
that  had  incurred  those  enormous  expenses,  mieht 
devise  means  to  obtain  money  to  pay  them.  Mr. 
P«  said  the  majority  must  govern,  and,  as  they 
bad  made  the  war,  they  must  take  their  own 
measures  to  prosecute  it,  or  to  terminate  it  by 
peace,  as  they  were  responsible  to  the  people 
for  the  war  and  its  consequences.  Yet,  he  said, 
he  hoped  he  should  ever  be  found  to  do  his  duty 
as  a  good  citizen  in  paying  his  proportion  of  the 
expenses,  in  such  manner  as  the  Government 
ahould  see  fit  to  require  them,  until  a  majority 
ahould  be  found  to  retrieve  this  once  happy  coun- 
try from  all  the  horrors  of  war,  and  rastore  it 
again  to  peace  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB  replied  to  Mr.  Potter  and  others, 
who  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  supported 
the  bill  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  that  the  Committee  rise, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  He  believed  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion  to  be  the  most  important  he 
was  ever  called  to  act  on  in  his  present  capacity, 
and  desired  a  little  time  to  deliberate. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bibb, 
Cbeveb,  and  Roberts. — Motion  lost. 

Mr.  Wbioht  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  contains  the  principle  of 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Wriobt'b  mo- 
tion, and  carried.  For  striking  out  63,  against 
it  23. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  Committee 
rise  and  report  progress. — Carried. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  as  amend- 
ed^ and  the  question  of  concurring  with  the  com- 
mittee in  striking  out  the  first  section,  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  79,  nays  24,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Exe- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  Hannanns  Bleecker,  Adam  Bovd,  Elijah  Brigham, 
Bobert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Epaphioditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 


Clay,  John  Qk^tton,  William  Crawi»d,IUdiiriCtt, ' 
John  Davenport,  jnn.,  John  Dawson,  Joieph  Ikk,  i 
Elias  Barle,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  AnFud, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomaa  Gholson,  ThomailLGd, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Tbomu  F.Gt» 
venor,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hnftj,  Richard  Jidai, 
junior,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  R.  Kap 
Abner  Laeock,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lowii,  jr^  Pas 
Little,  Wm.  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomu  Mo«^ 
Alexander  McKim,  Aninah  Metcalf,  Jamet  Mila^ 
Bamne!  L.  Mitehill,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  0.  Mo» 
ley,  Hugh  Nelson.  Thomas  Newbold,  Tkomii  Nit- 
ton,  Stephen  Orm^,  William  Piper,  Benjamiii  Po^ 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josbh  Qoinej,  n 
liam  Reed,  William  M.  Richaidaon,  John  Roane,  Eb» 
ezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammona,  Ebeneser  Beaver,  Adn 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Richard  Stanford,  Levii  I 
Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Talialem,  Benjua 
Talimadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Charles  Tnmei,  jiait, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  Robert  WhitdJ, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats— Willis  AUton, jr.,  William  Bamett,  Willia 
W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blaokledge,  John  C.  CiIIm, 
Langdon  Cheves,  James  Coduan,  Lewie  Cm^ 
Reger  Davis,  WiUiam  Pindlej,  Felix  Gnmdj,  Boliiat 
Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  John  M.  Hyneman,  RiduidlL 
Johniwn,  William  Kennedy,  Samuel  McKee,  Jcreaiib 
Morrow,  Israel  Pickens,  John  Rhea,  Jonatbtn  Robo^ 
Thomas  B.  Robertson,  George  Smith,  and  SHuStoi. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  moved  to  recommit  the  billio 
the  Committee  o£  Ways  and  Meaos.—Moda 
lost. 

The  second,  third,  and  fourth  sections  of  tk 
bill,  being  connected  with,  and  depending  npMi 
the  first  section,  of  course  fell  with  it 


Mr.  Bibb  moved  that  the  8th  section,  v 
limits  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  the  first  day « 
January  neit,  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Key  spoke  against  the  motion,  ob  w 
ground  thatf  as  the  bill  now  stands,  ffOod«  b^if* 
after  brought  into  the  country  are  ordered  Q€ij| 
be  surrendered  to  the  parties  on  their  giriogli'"^ 
he  did  not  wish  such  a  reffulation  to  becotf  > 
permanent  law,  but  wished  it  to  be  limiu^" 
oriffinally  contemplated  by  the  bill. 

The  motion  produced  some  discussion, iovlud 
it  was  argued  lor  striking  out  the  limiting dic^ 
that,  under  the  practice  of  allowing  the  'a^\^ 
ers  to  dispose  of  their  goods,  on  living  boodv 
the  value  of  the  same,  immense  frauds  bad  v^ 
practised  on  the  Grovernment  by  the  unfair  nli^ 
ations  which  had  been  made. 

Before  the  question  on  Mr.  Bibb's  motiooft* 
decided,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  ca^ 
ried. 


Monday,  Febrnarf  ^ 
Mr.  CeEVB8,  from  the  Committee  of  W»y«""* 

Means,  reported  a  bill  making  aPPJ°P^^*^'^'^v!/ 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  aodtf 
the  Militia  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Uoaei 
States,  (and  of  the  Militia  in  their  actual  serriccj 
for  the  year  1813 ;  which  was  read  twice,  «* 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  v 
morrow.  . 

Mr.  Cbeves,  from  the  same  committer  ^ 
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reported  a  bill  to  eoDtlDqe  in  force,  for  a  limited 
time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of 
the  Uaited  States  against  the  Barbery  Powers;^' 
"Which  ivas  read  twic^,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  I:«BwiB,from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  making  a  certain  turnpike  road  in 
the  County  of  Washingtoni-  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  3  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  Tallman  moved  the  following  resolution : 
JUsohed,  That  the  Committee  on  NatsI  Afbirs  be 
inatmcted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  offi- 
cers of  th«  frigate  Gonfitttation,  granting  to  them  a  som 
not  loM  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  gallantry  in  their  lete  naval  victorr. 
The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  district 
courts  of  New  York  and  Virginia,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  naturalization  laws  pass- 
ed through. a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Cbeves  to-day,  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  oue  year  longer  the  dutr  usually 
called  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  resolred 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
to  prohibit  any  ressel  of  the  United  States  from 
trading  under  any  pass  or  license  from  a  foreign 
Power. 

The  bill  received  several  amendments  in  Com- 
mittee ;  but  the  Committee  rose  without  having 
gone  through  the  same,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

A  message  from  the  Sienate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^*  authorizing 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  year  1813 ;" 
with  amendments.  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill  "  concerning  seamen  and  shipping  of  the 
United  States;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill ''  au- 
thorizing the  issijiing  of  Treasury  notes  fbr  the 
year  1813".  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^^  concerning  seamen 
and  shipping  of  the  United  States"  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Gbdnoy  offered  a  resolution  to  the  follow- 
ing effect,  which,  after  the  rejection  of  a  motion 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  was  agreed  to  hy  a  large 
majority : 

ie$oI»edf  That  a  oomn^ittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  fbr  an  earlier 
day  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  than  that  fixed 
by  the  Constitution. 

CAPTURE  OP  THE  JAVA. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbiit  of  tbb  United  Statbs  : 


7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreuntativee  of  the  United  Statee.- 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter,  with  accompanying 
documents,  from  Captain  Bainbridge,  now  commanding 
the  United  BUtes'  frigate  »  the  ConstijtQtion,"  rqMnrt- 
ing  his  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British  frigate 
''the  Java."  The  circumstances  and  the  issue  of  thie 
combat  aflbra  another  example  ot  the  professional 
skiU  and  heroic  spirit  which  prevail  in  our  naval  ser- 
vice. The  signal  display  of  both  by  Captain  Bam* 
bridge,  his  officers,  and  crew,  command  the  highest 
praise. 

This  being  a  second  instance  in  which  the  condition 
of  the  captured  ship,  by  rendering  it  impossible  to  gel 
her  into  port,  has  barred  a  contemplated  reward  of 
successful  valor,  I  reoomipend  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress  the  equity  and  proprie^  of  a  general  provi- 
sion, allowing,  in  such  cases,  both  past  and  future,  a 
fair  proportion  of  the  value  which  would  accrue  to  the 
captors  on  the  safe  arrival  and  sale  of  the  prize. 

Feb.  23,  1813.  JAMES  MADISON. 

U.  8.  FaiOATS  COHSTITITTIOK, 

St.  Saivadore,  3d  January  f  1813. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the 
29th  ultimo,  at  2,  P.  M.,in  south  latitude  13®  6^  and 
west  longitude  38®,  about  ten  leagues  distant  from  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  I  fell  in  with,  and  captured,  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  frigate  Java,  of  49  guns,  and  upwards 
of  four  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Lam- 
bert, a  very  distiiu[uished  officer.  The  action  lasted 
one  hour  ind  fifty-five  minutes,  in  which  time  the 
enemy  was  completely  dismasted,  not  having  a  spar 
of  any  kind  standing.  The  loss  on  board  the  Consti- 
ttttion  was  nine  killed  and  twenty-five  wounded,  as 
per  enclosed  list.  The  enemy  had  sixty  killed  and 
one  hundred  and  one  wounded,  certainly ;  (among 
the  latter,  Captain  Lambert,  mortally)  but  by  the  en- 
closed letter,  written  on  board  this  ship,  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  Java,  and  accidentally  found,  it  is  evi- 
d^it  that  the  enemy's  wounded  must  have  been  much 
greater  than  as  above  sUted,  and  who  must  have  died 
of  their  wounds  previously  to  their  being  removed. 
The  letter  stotes  sixty  killed  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy  wounded. 

For  further  details  of  the  action,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
you  to  the  enclosed  extracts  from  my  journaL  The 
Java  had,  in  addition  to  her  own  crew,  upwards  of 
one  hundred  supernumerary  officers  and  seamen,  to 
join  the  British  ships  of  war  in^the  East  Indies ;  also. 
Lieutenant  General  Hislop,  appointed  to  the  command 
of  Bombay,  Major  Walker,  and  Captain  Wood,  of 
his  staff,  and  Captain  Marshall,  master  and  comman- 
der in  the  British  navy,  going  to  the  East  Indies  to 
take  command  of  a  sloop  of  war  there. 

Should  I  attempt  to  do  justice,  by  represenUtion, 
to  the  great  and  good  oondnct  of  all  my  officers  and 
crew,  daring  the  action,  I  should  fail  in  the  attempt  ; 
therefore,  suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  whole  of  their  con- 
duct was  such  as  to  merit  my  highest  encomiums.  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  the  officers  particularly  to  the 
notice  of  Qovemment,  and  also  the  unfortunate  sea- 
men who  were  wounded,  and  the  families  of  those 
brave  men- who  fell  in  the  action. 

The  great  distance  from  our  own  coast,  and  the 
perfect  wreck  we  made  of  the  enemy's  frifate,  forbade 
every  idea  of  attempting  to  take  her  to  the  United 
States.  I  had,  therefore,  no  alternative  but  burning 
her,  which  I  did  on  the  31st  ultimo  after  receiving  all 
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the  priconen  and  their  baggage,  which  was  very 
tedioua  work,  only  having  one  boat  left  out  of  eight, 
and  not  one  boat  left  on  board  the  Java. 

On  blowing  up  the  frigate  Java,  I  proceeded  to  this 
place,  where  I  have  landed  all  the  priaonera,  on  their 
parole,  to  return  to  England,  and  there  remain  until 
regularly  exchanged,  and  not  to  serve  in  their  profeB' 
monal  eimaeities,  in  any  place,  or  in  any  manner  what* 
ever,  agamst  the  UnitiHl  States  of  America,  until  said 
exchange  is  eilected.      I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  BAINBRIDOE. 

Hon.  Pavl  Hamiltoit,  Stereiary  Navy, 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United  States 
frigate  Constitution,  under  the  coDunand  of  Com- 
modore WilHam  Bainbridge,  in  an  action  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Java,  Henry  Lambert, 
Esq.,  commander,  December  29th,  1812. 

■  KiUedL — Seamen:  Jonas  Ongrain,  Joseph  Adams, 
Patrick  Conner,  Barney  Hart,  John  Cheeves^  Mark 
Snow,  John  D.  AUea,  William  Cooper,  Thomas  Han- 
son, private  marine. 

yVounded, — William  Bainbridge,  Esq.  commander, 
■evezely ;  John  C.  Aylwin,  lieutenant,  severely ; 
Charles  F.  Waldo,  master's  mate,  severely ;  Peter 
Woodbury,  quartermaster,  severely. — Seamen:  John 
Clements,  severely ;  Joseph  P.  Cheeves,  severely ; 
Nicholas  Viz  tram,  slightly;  William  Long,  danger- 
ously ;  Stephen  Webb,  dangerously ;  Reuben  Lan- 
ders, dangerously;  Joseph  Ward,  severely ;  William 
Weaden,  slightly ;  Enos  Bateman,  dangerously  ;  Jas. 
p.  Hammond,  slightly ;  Peter  Venus,  severely ;  Ste- 
phen Sheppard,  slighUy ;  Abijah  Eddy,  slightly,  Philip 
Cook,  severely  ;  Philip  Brimblecom,  severely ;  Samuel 
Brown,  iseverely ;  Daniel  Hogan,  severely ;  Thomas 
Williams,  Sd,  slightly ;  John  Voyle,  severely ;  Anthony 
Reaver,  private  marine,  slightly ;  John  Etwell,  slightly. 

AMOS  A.  EVANS,  Surgeon* 
R.  C.  LUDLOW,  Purwr. 
WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  His  Britannic  Migeaty's  mil- 
itary and  naval  officers,  A».,  parolled  at  St.  Salva- 
dore,  (Brazils)  by  Commodore  William  Bainbridge, 
'  Sd  January,  1818. 

IRUtary  Officers :  1  Lieutenant  General,  1  Major, 
1  Captain. 

NcaxU  Officert :  1  Post  Captain,  1  Master  and 
Commander,  6  Lieutenants,  3  Lieutenants  of  Marines, 
1  Surgeon,  2  Assistant  Surgeons,  1  Purser,  16  Mid- 
shipmen, 1  Gunner,  1  Boatswain,  1.  Master,  1  Car- 
penter, 2  Captain's  Clerks. — 88  Officers. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-three  petty  officers,  sea- 
men, marines,  and  boys,  exclusive  of  nine  Portuguese 
seamen  liberated  and  given  up  to  the  Governor  of  St. 
Salvadore,  and  three  passengers,  private  characters, 
whom  the  Commodore  did  not  consider  prisoners  of 
war,  and  permitted  them  to  land,  without  any  re- 
straint. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Nayal  Es- 
tablishment. 

DUTY  ON  DISTILLED  SPIRITS. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  that  the  House  had  been  told 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  the  bill 
for  suspending  the  non-importation  act,  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  re- 
mainder of  this  short  session,  to  devise  a  system 
of  internar  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  Qo7- 


ernment.  Under  this  view  of  the  aobjeet,  he  had 
turued  bis  attention  to  the  best  subjects  for  taia- 
tion.  At  the  last  session,  a  system  bad  been  in- 
troduced into  the  House,  calculated  to  produce  a 
revenue  of  something  less  than  six  millions  of 
dollars.  He  had  drawn  up  a  resolution,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  lay  a  tax  on  distiHed  spirits. 
From  the  returns  of  the  quantity  distilled  m  ifae 
United  States,  it  appeared  that  a  duty  of  twentf- 
five  cents  per  gallon  could  produce  a  larger  rev- 
enue than  the  whole  of  the  thirteen  tax  bills  last 
session  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod 
Means.  The  advantage  of  a  tax  of  this  descrip- 
tion over  a  direct*  tax,  or  other  taxes,  would  be 
obWous;  and  he  was  persuaded  that  there  was 
time  enough  to  introduce  and  mature  a  bill  for 
that  purpose.  To  bring  this  subject  before  the 
House,  hie  offered  the  fotlowing  resolution : 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meuu 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  impose  a  duty  on  all 
spirituous  liquors  distilled  in  the  United  States,  not  to 
exceed  an  average  of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon,  a^ 
cording  to  the  degree  of  proof  thereof. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  res* 
olution — 

Mr.  Wright  made  a  long  speech  in  support  of 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Johnson  opposed  this  motion  as  founded 
on  untenable  ground,  partial,  ill-timed,  and  alto- 
gether, under  the  circumstances,  as  a  monstrous 
proposition.  It  was  so  obviously  unjust  as  to 
render  it  unwortbv  of  inquiry. 
.  Mr.  Bibb  remarked,  en  pa««an/,  that  the  debate 
to  which  this  motion  had  given  rise  was  a  happjr 
illustration  of  an  assertion  the  other  day,  that  it 
would  be  practicable,  during  the  present  sessioB, 
to  discuss,  mature,  and  pass  the  oills  for  layio; 
taxes.  Mr.  B.  proposed  that  the  resolution  shoald 
be  amended  bv  referring  the  subject  to  a  select 
committee,as  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  known  to  be  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Cbeves  spoke  to  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  McKiM  accepted  the  modification  pro- 
posed by  Mr..BiBB. 

.Mr.  Grcndt  and  Mr.  Findlet  spoke  warmly 
against  the  resolution,  as  partii^i  In  its  nature  aad 
inexpedient. . 

Mr.  MoKiM  defended  it. 

Mr.  McKbe  spoke  warmly  and  argumeDta- 
lively  against  it.  He  could  not,  for  a  moment, 
conceive  that  such  a  propasition  would  be  enier- 
tained  by  any  respectable  portion  of  the  House. 
He  alluded  also  to  the  peculiar  situation  of  that 
country  which  this  proposed  tax  would  affect— 
the  people  of  the  West,  who  now  had  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  battle,  and  over  whom  was  gather- 
ing a  most  portentous  cloud*— alluding  to  the  coq- 
gregation  of  hostile  Indians  on  the  frontier. 

Mr.  Chbves  spoke  against  the  resolution,  be* 
cause  he  was  opposed  to  exclusive  taxation  on 
any  particular  portion  of  the  country.  He  was 
willing  that  such  a  tax  should  compose  a  part  of 
the  system  of  ti^xation,  the  burden  of  whieb, 
however,  he  wished  to  see  equally  distributed. 

Mr.  duiNCT  remarked,  that  the  reason  assigned 
by  Mr.  Chbves  against  the  motion  was  the  very 
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reason  be  should  vote  for  it.  At  the  last  session 
a  part  only  of  a  report  of  a  whole  system  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  adopted. 
That  part  of  it  was  the  doable  duties,  a  tax  af- 
fecting one  portion  of  the  people  exclusively. 
Now,  a  proposition  was  n^ade  for  a  tax  to  operate 
on  another  portion  of  the  people ;  and  he  should 
▼ote  for  it,  because,  in  his  opinion,  the  only  way 
in  which  a  general  system  could  be  organized, 
was  to  agr^e  to  the  partial  propositions  thus 
offered. 

Mr.  Stow  spoke  nearly  to  the  same  ^eet  as 
the  last  speaker. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  proposition,  and  decided  in  the  negative; 
yeas  46,  nays  75,  as  follows : 

Ts^s — Bzekiel  Bacon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William 
Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah  Biigham,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  Francis  Carr,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Lewis  Condict,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
Samuel  DinsmQor,  William  £lj,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Thomas  K.  Gold,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Thomas  P.  Growenor,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett 
Hawes,  Jacob  HufW,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Peter  Lit- 
tle, Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  Jas.  Mor- 
gan, Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jonah  Qnincy,  William  M.  Richard- 
son, Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Silas  Stow,  WilUam  Strong,  Benjamin'  Tallmadge, 
Ptoleg  Tall^ian,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt»  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Lacmard  White,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  WU- 
Uams,  and  Robert  Wright. 

N^Ts— Willis  Alston,  1^  William  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  Daniel  Avery,  John  Baker,  David 
Bard,  WUUam  Barnett,  BurwaU  Basaett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Bntler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Epaphroditus  ChampiiNB,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  William 
Cravrford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deeha, 
Elias  Earle,  James  Emott,  William  Pindl^,  Meshaok 
Franklin,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gray,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  John  M»  Hyneman,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Kent,  Philip 
B.  Key,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Lyman 
Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  inn.,  Wm.  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Thomas  >ioore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  McKee,  Arn- 
nah  Metcal^  James  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Anthony  New,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  Wil- 
liam Piper,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
S.  Ringgold,  Jcrfin  Rhea,  John  Roano,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, Thomas  B.  Robertson,  WiUiam  Rodman,  Ebene- 
ser  Sage,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
•George  Snllivan,  John  Taliaferro,  Uri  Tracy,*  George 
M*  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Thomas  Wilson, 
and  Richard  Winn.   , 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

ENFORCEMENT  OP  JiON-IMPORTATION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  viz :  the  r>emnaat  of  the  bill 
lately  referred  lo  the  Committee  iif  Ways  and 
Means, 

The  motion  pending  on  the  last  adjournment 
was,  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section,  which  pro- 
hibits the  Judges  of  the  United  States  from  giv- 


ing up  property  under  judicature,  on  the  owner^s 
givinsf  bonds  for  refunding  its  value. 

After  considerable  desultory  debate,  the  motion 
to  strike  out  the  section  was  negatived — yeas  44, 
nays  73,  as  follows: 

YiAs — ^Ezekier  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bige- 
low, Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphrodi- 
tus Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  DaveDport,jun.,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  Jas. 
Emott,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Joseph  Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearaon, 
Elisha  R.  Pottery  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Wm. 
M.  Richardson,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  William  Rod- 
man, Daniel  Shefifey,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis 
B.  Sturgen,  George  Sullivan,  Benjamin  Talhnadge, 
Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  lia- 
ban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  aikd  Thomas  Wilson. 

Ni.TS-^ Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wilham  Anderson,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  William  Barnett,  Bur- 
weU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhoun, 
Francis  Carr,-  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
Elias  Earle,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Ghqlson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah. 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, WiUiam  Kennedy,  WiUiam  R.  King,  Abner  La- 
cock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  Wm. 
McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  Jas. 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony 
New,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper, 
James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeneiar 
Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  wUliam  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  WhitehUl,  David  R.  Wittiams,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Milnor  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  see- 
tion  of  the  bill  whici^  provides  for  laying  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  foreign  tonnage. 

Mr.  Milnor  observed  that  as  the  sense  of  the 
House  had  been  expressed  on  the  section  of  the 
bill,  which  prohibits  the  restoration  of  property 
libelled  uader  the  non-importation  law  on  bond 
to  the  claimant,  he  would  add  >but  an  observar 
tion  or  two  to  those  already  advanced  by  gentle- 
men opposed  to  the  measure.  He  believed  its 
authors  were  mistaken  in  the  advantage  expected 
to  arise  to  the  Government  from  this  severe  and 
oppressive  provision.  If,  in  a  few  instances, 
sworn  appraisers  had  been  guilty  of  improper 
conduct,  had  violated  their  oaths,  in  order  to  re- 
duce the  appraisement  of  property  of  this  de- 
scription' below  lis  actual  vaiue,^  while  he  would 
offer  no  apology  for  acts  that  all  must  coudemtti 
yet  gentlemen  might  rest  assured  that  the  same 
hostility  to  the  restrictive  system  that  led  to  such 
improprieties  will  alike  deprive  you  in  the  same 

5 laces  of  any  benefit  from  the  remedy  proposed, 
'he  feelings  of  the  appraisers,  where  auch  things 
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]ia?e  been  done,  is  the  feeling  of  the  public ; 
your  forced  sties  will  be  frowned  on ;  and  the 
property  sold  by  your  officers  will  be  sacrificed  at 
a  lower  price  than  the  undervalued  appraise- 
ments of  which  you  complain.  It  will  be  odi' 
ous  to  bid  against  the  owners.  They  will  be  the 
purchasers  of  their  own  eoods,  at  their  own  pri- 
ces. But,  Mr.  M.  said,  that  he  did  not  believe 
the  evil  of  unfair  valuations  was  by  any  means 
general.  In  the  city  he  represented,  and  in  most 
of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  he  had  under- 
stood them  to  have  been  fairly  and  honestly 
made.  The  few  exceptions  that  had  occurred 
furnished  no  just  ground  for  a  proceeding  of  uni- 
versal operation,  so  oppressive  as  the  one  pro- 
posed, which  unnecessarily  deprived  the  mer- 
chant of  his  property,  subjected  the  Government 
to  a  heavy  expense  for  storage  and  custody  fees, 
as  well  as  a  risk  of  loss,  and  gave  them  no  ad- 
vantage which  they  did  not  now  posses;,  if  their 
officers  did  their  duty,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  existing  laws,  and  the  present  practice  of  our 
courts. 

But^  Mr.  M.  said,  he  principally  rose  to  state 
bis  objections  to  another  section  or  the  bill :  that 
imposing  an  additional  tonnage  on  foreign  ves- 
sels, the  policy  and  propriety  of  Which  he  much 
doubted.  The  American  trade  not  destroyed  by 
the  war.  and  our  commercial  restrictions  will 
during  their  continuance,  be  very  small.  A  few 
fast  sailing  vessels  to  and  from  France,  and  par- 
tial return  cargoes  for  our  produce  exported  to 
Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  under  licenses,  form  the  bulk 
of  the  trade  in  which  American  merchants  can 
be  employed  in  their  own  shipping.  All  our 
Other,  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  our  importa- 
tions, must  be  in  neutral  foreign  bottoms.  Is  it 
not  of  importance  to  the  nation,  and  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, that  these  importations  should  be  en- 
couraged? To  the  nation,  because  (he  goods  are 
wanted,  and  to  the  Government,  because  reVenue 
is  wanted.  The  revenue  from  duties  will  for 
some  time  be  principally  derivable,  unless  our 
measures  destroy  the  trade,  from  importations  in 
vessels  which  you  are  about  to  subject  to  a  bur- 
den that  must  greatly  discourage,  if  it  does  not 
prevent,  their  coming  to  oar  ports.  If,  as  some 
suppose,  four-fifths  of  the  duties  received  ^during 
the  war  will  foe  from  goods  imported  in  foreign 
vessels,  surely  it  is  not  good  policy  to  drive  them 
from  us.  We  shall  lose  by  this  impolitic  pro- 
ceeding'much  more  in  the  reduction  of  this 
source  of  revenue,  than  we  can  possibly  gain  by 
an  increased  foreign  tonnage.  In  fact,  the  amount 
received  from  tonnage  duty  will  noft,  even  if  it 
be  extended  as  proposed,  bear  any  comparison 
with  that  obtainea  from  duties  on  goods  imported. 

Afr.  M.  said  that  the  tonnage  duty  was  never 
considered  so  much  as  a  means  of  revenue,  as  of 
ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  tonnage  of  for- 
eign and  American  vessels,  respectively,  arriving 
in  the  United  States.  He  said  it  would  oe  found, 
though  he  had  not  the  documents  before  him  to 
make  an  accurate  comparison,  that  the  receipts 
from  this  source  had  oeen  heretofore  compara- 
tively trifling.    Forthe  sake  of  such  an  increase 


as  this  addition  will  give  ns,  it  is  a  folly  to  sacri- 
fice a  much  larger  amount  of  duties  on  merchan- 
dise, which  it  will  be  the  means  of  losing.  Be- 
sides, he  was  opposed  to  it  as  another  added  to. 
the  many  disproportionate  and  oppressive  bur- 
dens already  lieaped  upon  commerce.  Neither 
was  it  presumable  that  all  the  loss  would  fall  on 
foreigners.  Our  own  merchants,  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  employing  their  capital  in  one 
way,  would  be  driven  to  resort  to  others.  It  was 
presumable  that  at  least  in  the  cargoes  of  vessels 
coming  to  the  United  States,  under  a  neutral 
character,  American  merchants  will  be  often  in- 
terested. No  law ;  no  policy  forbids  it.  The 
expenses  of  the  voyages  of  such  vessels  would 
fall  on  them,  and  when  the  amount  o(  these  in  a 
state  of  war,  together  with  the  double  duties,  is 
considered,  we  ought  to  hesitate  before  we  sub- 
ject them  to  further  exactions.  This  measure, 
though  professedly  in  favor  of  American  com- 
merce, will  be  an  accumulation  of  the  difficulties 
of  our  merchants,  and  add  nothing  to  the  coffers 
of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  in  order  to  show  the  extent  of 
the  present  exactions  from  foreign  vessels  com- 
ing here  with  cargoes,  he  would  state  a  recent 
case  with  which'  he  hau  been  furnished  from  the 
port  of  Philadelphia.  A^  vessel  of  this  descrip- 
tion broughtinacargOjthe  sales  of  which  amount- 
ed to  only  nineteen  thousand  dollars,  the  duties 
and  tonnage  on  which  amounted  to  $10,991, 
leaving  no  more  than  a  balance  of  about  eight 
thousand  dollars.  .Now,  such  is  alread>r  the  dis- 
crimination between  foreign  and  American  ves- 
sels, that  on  this  small  importation,  it  amounted 
to  $1,260;  the  difference  of  duties  $1,090,  and  of 
tonnage  $170,  constituting  that  sum. 

Another  view  of  the  subject  had  been  pre- 
sented, to  which  he  would  ulade.  Several  ar- 
ticles, as  salt,  molasses,  rum,  sugar,  dbc.,  were 
brought  to  this  country  in  foreign  vessels  only. 
By  this  measure  you  are  in  effect  laying  further 
duties  on  those  articles,  lessening  the  induce- 
ments for  their  importation,  and  enhancing  the 
price  to  our  citizens ;  and  this  without  any  ra- 
tional prospect  of  advantage  to  the  revenue,  as 
in  all  probability  you  derive  more  from  the  pres- 
ent tonnage  than  in  future,  discouraged  us  (lie 
trade  will  be  by  this  new  exaction,  the  increaae 
will  afford.  Mr.  M.  said  he  would  present  one 
further  consideration  of  national  policy  as  bear- 
ing upon  this  subject.  As  the  bill  now  stands 
this  duty  is  not  intended  to  exist  during  the  war 
merely,  but  to  be  a  permanent  part  of  our  reve- 
nue system:  Will  it  be  submitted  to  by  foreign 
Powers  without  retaliation  7  It  was  not  to  be 
presumed'.  We  are  then  by  this  useless  and  un- 
profitable proceeding  on  our  part  to  invite  foreign 
nations  to  enhance  their  demands  upon  our  rts- 
'sels  ffoing  to  their  ports.  There  is  surely  no 
sound  policy  in  this.  Under  an  impression  that  no 
benefit  would  arise  in  any  way,  and  much  injury 
will  be  the  probable  consiMiuence  of  the  proposed 
addition  to  foreign  tonnage,  Mr.  M.  said  he 
would  move  to  strike  out  the  seventh  section  oi 
the  bilK 
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TJie  motioD  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Roebbts 

and  Bibb,  and  rejected — ayes  26,  noes  59. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  sixth  section,  by 
•striking^  ont  the  words  ^*  salt,  or  wilh  plaster  of 
Paris"  and  insert  the  following:  '* articles  on 
which  no  duties  are  imposed  by  law." — Carried. 
Mr.  Cbeves  moved  further  to  amend  the  fifth 
section,  by  strikin^ar  out  the  words  ^'or  may  be," 
and  insert  "  now,"  making  the  penalties  of  the 
law  applicable  to  the  prombitory  laws  now  in 
force,  not  to  those  which  may  be  hereafter  en- 
acted.— Carried. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  the  following  as  a  new 
section  to  the  bill :  "  Sec.  8.  And  be  it  enacted, 
That  this  law  shall  continue  in  force  during  the 
present  war  between  the  United  States  and  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  their  dependencies,  and  no  longer." — Car- 
ried. * 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  demanded  by  Mr.  Milnob  were — yeas  67, 
nays  45,  as  fellows : 

YxAs — ^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Dan- 
iel ATsry,  DaTid  Bard,  William  Bamett,  Bwrwell 
Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  BlacUedge,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John 
G.  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John 
Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  8amael  Dins- 
moor,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  Felix  Gmndy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Lyie,  Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  McKee,  Arnnah  Met- 
calf,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  brael  Pick- 
ens, Williaffi  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin 
Pond,  Samuel  Ringgold^  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Bbenecer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Taliaferro, 
George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
hilt,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NAis^-Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah  Brigham,  £paphrodi- 
tus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  K.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Thomas  P.  GrosTenor,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rich- 
ard Jackson,  jr.,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Kent,  Ly- 
man Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndes,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josuh  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.Richard- 
son, Thomas  B.  Robertson,  William  Rodman,  Daniel 
ShejQey,  Philip  Stuart,  Lewis  B.Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  Peleg  TaUman,  Uri  Tracy, 
Pierre  Tan  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  and  Thomas  Wilson. 


ToBSDAT,  Febraary  23. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia, natives  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  naturalized  citizens  of 


the  United  States,  praying  that  the  President  may 
be  vested  with  the  power  of  retaliation  in  certain 
cases  therein  mentioned. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cbbveb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  agreement  of  the  Committee 
to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "authorizing  the  issuing  of  Treasury  Notes 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1813,"  and  the  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
who  was  instructed,  bv  resolution,  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  compen- 
sating the  militia  or  vonint^ers  who  may  have 
been  accepted  by  the  Executive  of  the  States  or 
Territories  of  the  United  State^j. made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained concurred  in  by  the  House  to  wit: 

Resolved^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  anv  ad- 
ditional provision  for  compensating  the  militia 
who  have  \)een  called  out,  or  whose  services  may 
be  accepted  by  any  of  the  States  or  Territories. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  froni  the  Committee  on  the  Na* 
val  Establishment,  reported  a  bill  to  compensate 
Hull,  Bainbridge,  and  others;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  same  Committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  providing  pensions  for  disabilities  on 
board  revenue  ciitte^s ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  bounty  to  privateers. 

Mr.  Calboun.  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  **  vest* 
log  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
power  of  retaliation  in  the  cases  therein  specified,'' 
with  amendments;  which  were  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gbdndt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday,  reported  a  bjU  to  alter  the  time  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-^lay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Setbebt,  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Philadelphia,  presented  this  day,  were  referred  to 
the  Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  power  of  retaliation  in  cases  therein 
specified. 

^  An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary 
Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  acta 
heretofore  passed  upon  the  subject  of  an  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization  was  read  the  third  Ume,and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  District  Court  in  the  respective  districts  of 
New  York  and  Virginia,  and  to  authorize  the 
District  Judges  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  take 
affidavits  and  bail  in  certain  cases,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speajcbb  laid  before  the  House  a  memo* 
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rial  from  sondry  citizens  of  New  Tork,  retnon- 
stratiDg  against  any  change  in  the  non-importa- 
tion act. 

A  bill  was  reeeired  from  the  Senate,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  certain 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  ^on  goods  recent- 
ly imported  from  the  dependencies  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain.) [This  bill  is  the  same  in  substance  as  that 
rejected  a  few  days  ago  in  this  House  by  a  rery 
small  majority^  The  bill  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  NON-IMPORTATION. 

The  bill  for  imposing  an  additional  duty  on 
foreign  tonnage,  and  for  enforcing  the  non-im- 
portation act,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  QoLD  opposed  it  at  considerable  length,  on 
the  ground  of  opposition  particularly  to  tpe  last 
mentioned  provision  of  the  bill.  Tnis  was  not, 
he  said,  a  proper  time  to  enforce  the  non-impor- 
tation act. 

Mr.  RoBEHTBON  opposcd  the  bill,  principally 
on  account  of  the  provision  prohibiting  the  de- 
livery of  goods  $itbjudicej  which  he  viewed  as 
an  oppressive  measure  on  the  mercantile  inter- 
est, an  innovation  on  established  usage,  and  inju- 
rious to  the  character  of  our  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Calhoun  replied  to  Mr.  Gold,  principally 
to  the  allegation  that  this  was  not  a  proper  time 
to  enforce  the  non-importation  act.'  He  expressed 
his  astonishment  at  this  sentiment  coming  from 
a  gentleman  who,  with  his  political  friends,  had 
the  other  day  roted  against  a  partial  suspension 
of  that*law.  For  his  part,  if  the  law  was  to  re- 
main in  force,  Mr.  C.  tnought  it  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  aid  in  enforcing  it. 

Mr.  Bibb  replied  to  the  observation  that  the 
provision  objected  to  was  an  innovation,  dbc.  He 
took  a  view  of  the  law  on  this  subject — and 
ahowed  the  necessity  of  such  a  provision,  in  order 
to  settle  the  practice  in  the  several  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Gold  remarked,  that  any  defects  existing 
in  the  laws  might  be  remedied  without  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  law  as  this.    In  relation  to  the 
other  feature  of  the  bill,  the  additional  duty  on 
foreign  tonnage,  he  observed,  that  he  did  not  so 
much  object  to  it,  though  it  would  in  its  opera- 
tion be  a  tax  on  the  necessary  article  of  salt,  which 
is  almost  exclusively  imported  in  foreign  bottoms. 
Mr.  G.  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  expunging  the  objectionable  section. 
Mr  Bibb  fully  replied  to  Mr.  Gold. 
Mr.  McKiM  supported  the  bill — explained  the 
manner  in  which  the  present  practice  operated 
injnriously  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States; 
and  declared  his  intention  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  again  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
as  going  rigidly  to  enforce  the  non-importation 
law ;  because,  although  in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  it, 
having  been  unable  to  obtain  that,  he  was  decid- 
edly in  favor  of  a  rigorous  enforcement,  which 
was  necessary  to  enable  it  to  produce  any  pres- 
•ure  on  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill. 
The  House  having  refused  their  assent  to  a  sus- 


pension of  the  law ;  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  having  themselves  one  and  all  expressed  their 
attachment  to  the  measure,  all  ou^ht  to^oin  in  a 
stern  and  rigorous  execution  of  it.  He  wouI(f 
not,  therefore,  for  a  moment  suppose  that  a  ma- 
jority would  consent  to  the  proposed  recommit- 
ment. 

Mr.  Gold  explained  the  motives  by  which  he 
had  been  actuated  in  voting  against  the  proposed 
suspension  of  the  non-importation.  The  proposed 
measure  was  not  a  peaee-offering  to  commerce, 
but  a  temporary  suspension  for  the  mere  sake  of 
revenue,  with  an  intention  thereafter  more  firmly 
to  rivet  it  on  the  nation,  exhibiting  what  he  termed 
the  humiliating  spectacle  to  the  enemy  of  our  de- 
pendence on  indirect  trade  with  her,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  revenue. 

Mr.  Rhba  expressed  his  obligation  to  the  gcD- 
tleman  from  New  Yora  and  others  on  the  same 
side  of  the  House,  for  their  support  of  the  non-im- 
portation system,  to  which  he  had  always  been  a 
friend  from  principle.  Having  always  been  a 
friend  to  it,  he  was  now  decidedly  in  favor  of  eo- 
forcing  it,  and  therefore  opposed  to  the  proposed 
recommitment. 

Mr.  CHfivfis  spoke  in  favor  of  recommitment, 
because  opposed  to  the  provision  which  had  b«ea 
so  much  the  subject  of  debate.  He  was  opposed 
to  it  because  it  proposed  to  do  away  in  this  re- 
spect what  he  believed  a  salutary  principle  of  our 
jurisprudence,  that  a  man  shall  be  injured  as  lit- 
tle as  [Possible  before  he  be  adjudged  to  be  j^ilty. 
He  made  a  number  of  observations,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  show  that  the  proposed  provision, 
transcending  the  inexorable  character  of  our  rev- 
enue laws,  was  not  necessary  to  the  due  execu- 
tion of  the  laws. 

The  question  on  recoounitmeAt  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  in  the  negative.  For  recommit- 
ment 49,  aigainst  it  65,  as  follows: 

Tbab— Stevenson  Archer,  Biekiel  Bacon,  John  Ba- 
ker, Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,BUj«h  Brig^ 
ham,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  Lmgdon  Cheves,  Afar- 
tin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  William  Elv,  James  Emott,  Asa 
Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas 
P.  Grosvenor,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Ly- 
man Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  Lowndes,  Xa- 
thaniel  Maoon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Stephen  Ormsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Josiah  Qoincy,  WU- 
liam  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Thomas  B.  Robert- 
son, William  Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Silas  Stow, 
Lewiijr  B.  Sturges,  George  Snllivan,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Tallman,  Vxi  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner;  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  jr.,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson — 49. 

Nays — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Dan* 
iel  Aveiy,  David  Bard,  William  Bamett,  Bnrvrell  Baa- 
sett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  GloptoD, 
Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cotts, 
Roger  Davis,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley ,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling  HaU,  Obed  Hall, 
John  A.  Harper»  Aylett  Hawea,  John  M.  Hynemas* 
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WiUiam  Kennedy,  WiilUm  R.  King,  Peter  LitUe, 
Aaron  Ljle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Aronah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jer^ 
Vuah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anthony  New,  Thomas 
Newton,  Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  James  Pleas- 
antsy  junior,  Benjamin  Pond,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John 
Rhea,  Jolm  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebeneser  Sage, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
William  Strong,  John  Tatiaftno,  George  M.  Troup, 
Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Robert  Wright— 65. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  about  the  same 
majority. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  forbidding 
the  resloratioD  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
seized  or  libelled  ander  any  law  forbidding  the 
importation  thereof;  laying  an  additional  duty 
on  foreigQ  tonnage,  and  providing  for  the  unla^ 
diDff  of^ articles  on  which  no  duty  is  imposed, 
under  the  inspection  of  an  officer  of  the  customs.'' 

THE  FRIGATE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill,  reported  l)y  the  Naval 
Committee  this  morning,  to  compensate  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Uuited  States'  frigate  Con- 
stitution for  the  destruction  of  the  British  frigates 
Goerriere  and  Java.    [This  bill  provides  that 

dollars  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasurv  to 

Captain  Hull  and  the  officers  and  crew  or  the 
Constitation  frigate,  and  a  like  sum  to  Captain 
Bainbridg&  and  his  crew,  for  their  two  gallant 
achieyements ;  and  appropriates  a  sum  of  — — 
dollars  therefor.] 

Mr.  Bas&stt  moved  to  fill  the  first  blank  with 
Miy  thousand  dollars. 

After  some  conversation  between  Kessrs.  Bas- 
UTr,  Ely,  Stow,  and  MuLjioa,  on  the  propriety 
of  making  a  general  instead  of.it  special  provi- 
sion on  this  head,  as  recommended  by  the  President) 
the  question  on  filling  the  first  blank  with  fifty 
thousand  dollats  was  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
syea  60. 

The  second  blank  was  then  filled  with  oae 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill;  and 
the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Alston  renewed  a  motion,  which  he  had 
ineffectiully  offered  in  the  Committee,  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  a  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  sum  appropriatea  in  this  bill  oilit  of  such  fund 
as  shall  have  accrued  from  prizes. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  BAsasTT,  Mr. 
^iNcr,  and  Mr.  Milmor,  on  tbe  ground  that 
the  proceeds  of  prizes  were  already  pledi^ed  for  the 
tstablishment  of  a  pension  fund  for  decrepit  and 
disabled  seamen. 

The  motion  was  negiAived  by  yeas  and  nays, 
is  folkvws:— for  the  motion  37,  against  it  70: 

TsAs— walls  AbtoB,  jon.,  David  Bard,  WtBfam 
Bamett,  Robert  tfrown,  William  Butler,  Prands  Cair, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  CochraQ,  William  Crawfoifi, 
Diehard  Ontts,  Roger  Davis,  William  Findley,  James 
Pisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Felix  Grandy,  BoUiog  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
Aylett  Hai%^es,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
M,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Abner  Lacock,  Aaron  Lyle» 


Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Stephen  Ormshy,  William  Piper,  Jonathan  Roberts, 
EbeBeser  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  (George  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Taliaferro,  Robert  WhitehiU— 37. 
Nats — WiUiam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  BorweU  Bassett,  WiUiam 
W.  Bibb,Abijah  Bigelow,  WUHam  Blackledge,  Har- 
manos  Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  WiUiam 
A.BurweU,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  John  Dav- 
enport, junior,  John  Davrson,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  BHae 
Earle,  WUham  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Pitch,  Thomas 
R.  Qold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thomas  P.  GrosveiMnr,  John 
A.  Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Joseph  Kent,  WU- 
liam  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter 
littie,  Nathuiiel  Maoon,  Alexander  MeKim,  James 
MUnor,  Samuel  L«  Mitdiill«  James  Morgan,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas 
NewtoRt  Josrah  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens,  James  Pleas- 
ants, jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Roane,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  WUliam  Rod- 
man, Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Savryer,  John  Sevier, 
AdajnSeybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smith,  SUas  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bei^amin  Tall- 
madge>  Peleg  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turneri  jr., 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  WUson  and  Robert  Wright— 70. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 

EXTRA  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grunot,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
to  alter  the  time  of  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Grunot  moved  to  ^x  thoday  for  the  4th 
Monday  in  May. 

Mr.  GrHOLsoN  wished  an  earlier  day. 

Mr.  Piccsira  stated  the  situation  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, which  would  preclude  her  from  returning 
members  to  this  House  before  the  time  moved 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Roberts  opposed  the  motion  for  so  early 
a  day;  be  did  not  helieve  it  necessary  to  meet  at 
so  early  a  day  for  the  purpose  of  laying  taxes. 
He  moved  to  fix  on  the  first  Monday  in  October. 

Mr.  Grctnpt  spoke  in  support  of  his  motioa 
as  necessary  to  the  public  service ;  and  enforced 
his  opinion  by  argntnents  drawn  from  the  ikoees* 
sity  of  imposing  uxes  or  devising  oth^r  revenue 
for  the  support  of  Government. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  opposed  to  meeting  before ' 
October  next,  because  an  earlier  session  was  un* 
necessary  for  raising  a  revenue  for  1814.  If  the 
tax  bills  were  passed  before  the  1st  of  January, 
1614,  he  said  they  would  be  in  time  to  produce 
the  necessary  revenue  for  that  year.  An  earlier 
meetini^  would  embarrass  rather  thau  assist  the 
operations  of  the  Goyernmaikt. 

After  Mr.  Jobnaon  sat  down,  the  OoiBnuttee 
rose,  reported  prbgress  and  obtained  leare  to  sii 
again; 

Waiwbbday,  February  24. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
He  Lands,  reported  a  bill  directiag  evidence  to  be 
received  on  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  *,  which  was  read  twiee  a&d  or* 
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dered  to  b«  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^'giving  fur- 
ther time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  com- 
Slete  their  payments,"  with  amendments.  The 
ienate  have  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  this 
Hoase,  "p;iving  further  time  for  refistering  claims 
to  lands  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana,"  with  amend- 
ments \  in  all  which  amendments  they  desire  the 
eoncorrence  of  this  House.  I 

FOREIGN  LICENSEa 

The  House  resoUed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  for- 
eign licenses. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  bill  reeeired 
many  amendments.  And,  on  the  question  of  the 
Committee's  reporting  the  bill — 

Mr.  Wrigbt  spoke  against  the  bill  at  consider- 
able length,  as  tending,  by  cutting  off  our  export 
trade,  to  cripple  the  agriculture  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Newton  replied,  and  defended  the  bill  on 
principles  of  general  Dolicy,  the  purity  of  com* 
merce,  and  the  general  good. 

Mr.  Blaokledob  spoke  warmly  in  support  of 
the  bill,  as  going  to  preclude  the  enemy  from  cot- 
lecting  a  revenue  from  our  cpmm^rce. 

Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  reprobation  of  the  license 
trade,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wriobt,  and  in  support  of 
the  bill.  He  expressed  his  ardent  hope  that  a  law 
would  pass  to  put  an  end  to  so  disgraceful  a  trade. 
'  The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  FRIGATE  CONSTITUTIGN. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  British  (rigates  Querriere  and 
Java,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  by  yeas 
and  nays.  For  the  bill  61,  against  the  bill  39, 
as  follows : 

• 

YsAB — ^William  Anderson,  Stsvsnaon  Archer,  Dan- 
iel Airery,  Esskiel  Bacon.  John  Baker,  Burwell  Bss- 
sstt,  Abijah  fiigelow,  William  Blackledge,  John '  C. 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Chsves,  John  Olopton,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  Ghd- 
son,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Richard  Jackson, 
Jnnior,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph 
Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Alexander  McKim,  James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchtll, 
Jonathan  O.  Mossley,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Israel  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper,  Janes  Plessants,  inn*, 
Jostsh  Qoiney,  John  Randolph,  William  Reed,  WU- 
liam  M.  Riohardson,  William  Kodman,  Ebeneasr  Sags, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seyhert, 
George  Smith,  Jolua  Smith,  Richard  Stanford.  Philip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  John  Taliaferro, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Pel^  Tallman,  Uri  Tracy, 
C3eorge  M«  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  iunior,  Leonard 
White,  Thomas  Wilson,  Richard  Wmn,  and  Robert 
Wright-^L 

Nats-- Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WUlUm  Barnstt,  WiUiam 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Bsyd,  Eliiah  Brigham,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Batler,  Epaphroditus  dumjuon,  Martin  Chit« 


tenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Roger  Davis, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William 
Ely,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John 
A.  Harper,  Jacob  Hufly,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Abner 
Lacock,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Mscon,  Samad 
McKee,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Morgan,  Jeremimh 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Benjm- 
min  Pond,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Ebenezer  SesTer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Wilfinm 
Strong,  and  David  R.  Williams— 39. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  phrase- 
ology proper  for  the  title  of  the  bill.  Mr.  Bacon 
moved  to  amend  the  title,  so  as  to  read  "an  act 
making  compensation  to  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  frigate  Constitution' for  tActr  ^s  mstamdd 
in  the  dutruction  of  the  British  frigates  Guer- 
riere  and  Java.''  Mr.  Dksha.  moved  to  amend 
the  title,  so  as  to  substitute  for  the  words  in  italic, 
the  words  "  tht  capture.^ — Motion  lost,  ayes  37. 
Mr.  Bacon's  motion  was  negatived  by  a  small  ma- 
jority. The  following  title  was  at  length  agreed 
to^46  to  39:  "An  act  rewarding  the  officers  aad 
crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution." 

ORDER  IN  COUNCIL. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of 

Repreeentaiives  of  the  United  Stiitee  .• 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  proclamation  of  the 
British  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  island  of  Bennuda, 
which  has  appeared  under  circumstances  leaving  no 
doubt  of  its  authenticity.  It  recites  a  British  Order  ta 
Council  of  the  26th  of  October  last,  providing  for  the 
supply  of  the  British  West  Indies  and  other  colonial 
possessions,  by  a  trade  under  special  licenses ;  and  is 
accompanied  by  a  circular  instruction  to  the  Colonial 
Goyernors,  which  confines  licensed  importations  from 
ports  of  the  United  States,  to  the  ports  of  the  Eastern 
States,  ezclosively. 

The  Government  Of  Great  Britain  had  already  iBtro* 
dnoed  into  her  oommerce  during  war,  a  system,  which, 
at  once  violating  the  rights  of  other  nations,  and  rest- 
ing on  a  mass  of  forgery  and  penury  unknown  to  other 
times,  was  making  an  unfortunate  progreas  in  undsr- 
mining  those  princi|tles  of  morality  and  religion  which 
are  the  best  foundation  of  national  happiness. 

Ths  policy  now  proclaimed  to  the  world,  introdaces 
into  her  modes  of  warfare  a  system  equally  distiA- 
guished  by  the  deformity  of  its  features,  and  the  de- 
pravity of  its  chsracter ;  having  for  its  object  to  dissolve 
the  ties  of  mllegiance  and  the  sentiments  of  loyalty  in 
ths  adversary  nation,  and  to  seduce  and  separate  its 
component  parts,  the  one  from  the  other. 

The  general  tendency  of  these  demoralising  and  £s- 
erganiaing  contrivances  will  be  reprobated  by  the  dv- 
iliasd  and  Christian  world ;  and  the  insulting  attempt 
on  the  virtue,  the  honor,  the  patriotism,  and  the  fidsl- 
ity  of  onr  brethren  of  the  Easfeara  States,  will  not  foil 
to  call  forth  all  their  indignstion  snd  resentnien^  end 
to  attaflh  more  and  more  all  the  States  to  that  happy 
Union  and  Constitution,  against  which  such  instdieos 
and  malignant  artifices  are  directed. 

The  better  to  guard,  nevertheless,  against  the  efleet 
of  individual  cupidity  and  treachery,  and  to  torn  the 
corrupt  projects  of  the  enemy  against  himself,  I  leooai- 
mend  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency 
of  an  efiectual  prohibition  of  any  trade  whatever,  bf 
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dtixens  or  inhtbitanU  of  the  Usited  States,  under  tpe- 
ciel  licenee*,  whether  rel«tuig  to  perMns  or  porta ;  and, 
in  aid  thereof,  a  prohibition  of  all  ezportationa  from 
the  United  States  in  foreign  bottoms — few  of  which 
are  actually  employed — whUst  maltipljing  counterfeits 
of  their  flags  and  papers  are  covering  and  encouraging 
the  navigation  of  the  enemy. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
TaBRUABT  34,  1813. 

The  following  is  the  doeament  referred  to  io 
the  Message : 

Bhx VDA,  alias  Somer  Mmdt : 

Bj  his  Excellency,  Brig^ier  General  George  Hors- 
Ibrd,  Lieutenant  Oovernor  and  Commander-in*Chlef 
in  and  over  these  Islands,  &c 

A  PBOCLAM ATlOir. 

Whereas  I  have  received  a  copy  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent*s  Order  ia  Council,  beacxng 
date  at  the  Court  at  Carlton  House,  the  26th  October, 
1813,  which  order  is  in, the  words  following,  vis: 
**  Whereas,  during  the  late  and  present  war,  emergen* 
ciee  have  at  various  times  arisen  essentially  affecting 
the  necessary  supply  of  the  British  West  India  islands, 
and  of  lands  and  territories  belonging  to  His  Majesty 
on  the  continent  of  South  America,  and  it  has  been 
found  expedient  and  necessary  for  the  trade  and  com* 
merce  of  said  islands,  lands,  Ac,  and  for  the  support  of 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  further  to  extend,  for  a  hmited 
time,  the  importation  into,  and  exportation  from,  the 
said  islands,  lands,  and  tenritories.  His  Roysl  High- 
the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of 


Hb  MajesU,  is  pleased,  by  snd  with  the  advitie  of  His 
Majesty's  Privy  Council,  to  authorise  and  empower  the 
Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor  of  any  of  the  islands 
or  territories  in  the  West  Indiesj  (in  which  description 
the  Bahama  islands  and  the  Bermuda  or  Semer  isl- 
ands are  included,}  and  of  any  of  the  lands  or  territo- 
ries on  the  continent  of  South  America,  to  His  Majesty 
belonging;  and  they  are  hereby  respectfully  authorised 
and  empowered  to  permit,  until  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1819,  the  importation  into  the  said  islands,  lands,  and 
territories,  respectively,  of  staves  and  lumber,  horMs, 
mules,  asses,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  and  every  other 
species  of  live  stock,  and  live  provisions,  and  also 
of  every  other  kind  of  provisions  whatsoever,  (beef, 
butter,  pork,  salted,  dried,  and  pickled  fish,  excepted,) 
in  any  unarmed  ship  or  vessel  not  belonging  to  France, 
or  to  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  thereof  or  of  any  port 
or  plaea  annexed  to  the  territories  of  France  under  the 
Heense  of  the  said  respective  Govemon  or  Lieutenant 
Governors^  which  are  hereby  empowered  4e  grant,  in  His 
Majes^'s  name,  subject  to  such  instructions  t^  His 
Royal  Higfaness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  think 
fit  to  issue,  to  be  signified  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  Prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State ;  and  also  to  permit,  under 
licenses  to  be  granted  as  aforesaid,  the  exportation  from 
the  said  islands,  lands,  and  territories,  into  which  such 
importation  as  aforesaid  shall  be  made,  and  in  the  ships 
aforesaid  in  which  such  importations  shall  have  been 
made,  of  rum  and  molasses,  and  of  any  other  goods 
and  commodities  whatsoever,  except  sugar,  indigo, 
eotton,  wool,  coffee,  and  cocoa :  JPfimdedf  That  such 
ships  or  vrssels  shall  duly  enter  into,  report,  and  deli- 
ver, their  respective  cargoes,  and  reload  at  such  ports 
only  where  regular  custom-houses  shall  have  been  es- 
tablished.   But,  it  is  His  Royal  Highness's  pli 
nevertheleis,  and  His  Roygl  Higfaaeis,  in  the 
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and  on  behalf  of  His  Msiesty,  and  by  and  witii  the 
advice  aforesaid,  is  pleased  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that  noUiing  herein  before  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  permit  the  importation  of  staves,  lumber* 
horses,  mules,  asses,  neat  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry, 
live  stocky  live  provisions,  or  any  kind  of  provisions 
whatsoever,  as  aforesaid,  into  any  of  the  said  islands, 
lands,  or  territories,  in  which  there  shall  not,  at  the  time 
when  such  articles  shall  be  brought  for  iinportation» 
be  levied  the  following  duties  on  such  articles  of  the 
growth  or  produce  of  the  United  Staiss  of  America* 
namely : 

On  wheat  flour,  per  bbl^  not  weighing  more   j^  «•   dL 
than  196  pounds,  net  weight  -        -    0    5    8 

On  bread  or  biscuit,  of  wheat  flour,  or  any 
other  grain,  per  barrel,  not  exceeding  more 
than  100  pounds  weight        -       -        -    0    8    4 
On  bread,  for  every  100  pounds*  made  from 
wheat  or  any  other  grain  whatever,  im- 
ported in  bags  or  other  packages  than  bar- 
rels, weighing  as  aforesaid 
On  flour  or  meal  made  from  rye,  peas,  beans, 
Indian  com,  or  other  grain  than  wheat, 
per  barrel*  not  weighing  more  than  196 
pounds  ....•, 

On  peas,  beans,  Tfe,  Indian  com*  calivan- 

ces,  or  other  gram,  per  bushel 
On  rice,  for  every  ICiO  pounds,  net  weight, 
and  so  in  proportion  for  a  less  or  lai^er 
quantity         --.... 

On  shingles,  called  Bo»tcn  ehipt,  not  more 

than  12  inches  in  length,  per  Uious^d  - 

On  shingles*  being  more  than  one  foot  in 

length,  per  thousand      .... 

For  every  I,SOO  (commonly  called  1,000)  red 
oak  stoves      ...... 

For  every  1,200  (commonly  called  1*000) 
whlto  oak  staves,  and  for  every  1,000 
pieces  of  heading  ..... 

For  every  1,000  feet  of  white  or  yellow  pine 

lumber,  of  ill  descriptions  •  .  -0  10  0', 
For  every  1,000  feet  of  pitch  pine  lumber  -  0  16  0 
For  all  other  kinds  of  wood  or  timber,  not 

before  enumerated  -  -    0  16    0 

For  every  1,000  wood  hoops  •  -  -  0  6  0 
And  in  proportion  for  a  leas  or  larger  quan- 
tity ef  all  and  every  of  the  articles  enu- 
merated. 
Horses,  neat  cattle,  and  other  live  stock,  for 
every  jSlOO  of  the  value  thereof,  at  the  port 
or  at  the  place  of  importation  -        -        -  10    0    0 

And  whereas  I  have  deemed  it  expedient  and  neces- 
sary to  make  known  and  publish  the  same  within  this 
His  Majesty's  Government,  I  do  therefore  issue  this  mr 
proclsmation*  to  the  end  that  all  persons  whom  it  doth 
or  msy  ooncera,  being  duly  apprized  thereof,  may  gov- 
ern themselves  accordingly. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  Isl- 
ands, this  14th  day  of  January,  1813,  and  in  the 
63d  year  ef  His  Majesty's  reign. 

GEORGB  HORSFORD. 
By  his  Excellency's  command : 
RoBxar  Kxvitbdt. 
God  save  the  King. 

(Cireular.) 

Dowvfve  Stbsst,  No9.  9,  1812. 
8rn ;  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  an  Order  of 
Cknuicil*  which  has  been  judged  expedient  to  iaeue^  ut 
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conseqQMice  of  the  existing  hoetilitiee  between  HU 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  By  this 
order  you  are  anthorised  to  gnrant  licenses  for  the  im- 
portation of  certain  articles  enomerated  in  the  order, 
and  for  the  exportation  of  certain  articles  also  ennmer* 
ated  in  the  same  order,  in  the  ships  in  which  the  im- 
portation shall  be  made. 

This  intercourse  is  to  be  subject  to  the  condition 
stated  in  the  order,  and  such  instructions  as  yon  may 
from  time  to  time  receive  from  one  of  His  Majesty  s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State.  I  am  commanded  by 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  signify  to 
you  that  in  granting  the  licenses  for  the  importation 
of  tb(B  above-enumerated  articles  you  take  care  that  the 
articles  so  to  be  imported  be  severally  enumerated  in 
the  body  of  tibe  license,  Aat  the  port  or  place  from 
whence  the  importation  is  to  be  made,  and  the  port  to 
which  the  vessel  is  boftnd,  be  also  inserted  in  the  body 
of  the  license. 

That  if  the  person  applying  for  the  license,  shall 
not  be  able  to  state  the  name  of  the  vessel  on  board 
of  which  the  proposed  importation  is  to  be  made,  the 
condition  of  the  license  should  be  that  the  name  of  the 
veoBel,  the  name  of  the  master,  her  tonnage,  and  her 
national  character,  be  endorsed  on  the  license,  on  quit- 
ting her  port  of  clearance,  and  that  the  condition  of 
her  license  should  also  be,  that  she  proceed  direct  for 
the  port  of  her  destination. 

Although  the  Order  in  Conncfl  aothorizes  yon  to 
permit  the  importations  of  the  enumerated  articles  in 
any  vessels  not  French,  you  will  not  grant  these  li- 
censes to  any  except  to  vessels  in  amity  with  His  Ma- 
jesty, unless  you  are  convinced  that  the  island  will  be 
exposed  to  serious  embarrassments  by  so  confining  the 
importation  in  question. 

Whatever  importations  are  proposed  to  be^made  un- 
der the  order,  from  the  Umted  States  of  America, 
should  be  by  your  licenses  confined  to  the  ports  in  the 
Eastern  States  exclusively,  unless  you  have  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  object  of  the  order  would  not  be  ful- 
filled if  licenses  are  not  also  granted  for  importations 
firom  die  other  ports  in  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  licenses  for  exportation  on  board 
the  vessels  iii  which  an  importation  shall  have  been 
previously  nkade,  you  will  observe  that  the  order  does 
not  require  that  the  port  of  destination  in  suoh  case 
shall  be  the  same  as  that  from  whence  the  im]>ortation 
had  been  made,  but  yon  vrill  take  care  that  in  the  body 
of  the  license  be  inserted  the  name  of  the  veasel,  her 
tonnage,  the  name  of  the  master,  and  her  national 
character,  the  port  of  clearance  and  the  port  of  desti- 
nation ;  and  that  the  cargo  be  described  in  the  body  of 
the  license,  according  to  the  words  of  the  order,  viz : 
ram,  molasses,  or  any  other  goods  and  commodities 
whatever,  except  sugar,  indigo,  cotton,  wool,  coffee, 
and  cocoa. 

.  Yon  vrill  take  care  that  the  term  of  the  import  license 
does  not  exceed  the  term  of  the  order  on  which  it  is 
granted,  and  that  you  do  not  issue  any  license  for  ex- 
portation under  this  order,  after  that  period. 

The  fee  payable  for  each  license  is  not  in  any  case 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  one  pound  one  shilling. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant. 

To  Lieut.  Gov.  Harcoubt,  dtc 

The  Message  and  accompaoyiDg  document 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 


EXTRA  8B88I0N. 

The  House  went  into  Ck»m«itteeof  thcW^:;! 
on  the  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  the  next  meeotr 
of  Congress — a  motion  being  under  coosklentiiz 
to  fix  OQ  the  fourth  Monday  in  October. 

Mr.  Qrctndy  spoke  in  reply  to  some  obsem- 
tions  of  Mr.  Johnson  (on  yesterdaj)  in  fim.! 
that  day.  Mr.  G.  was  decidedly  in  uror  of  oes 
ing  in  Mav;  he  belieTed  it  necessary  tothesr 
port  of  public  credit  that  the  Honse  shooM  k: 
10  May»  Had  not  the  Committee  of  Wipuf 
Means  first  taught  him  that  an  early  seisioBn 
necessary  with  that  view,  if  revenue  sboaid  t; 
as  it  would  not,  be  provided  at  this  sessiosar 
should  not  have  been  found  advocating  u  era 
session.  The  House  had  been  told  by  iheiim 
cial  committee,  that  it  waa  indispensably  net^ 
sary  forthwith  to  proTide  ft  reveaae;  and  tbn 
paper  system,  withont  a  foondatioo  of  perous 
revenae^  would  involve  the  nation  in  disgncir 
irretrievable  ruin.  Mr.  G.  quoted  varioos  repm 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  toAst 
that  they  had  made  such  statements.  Witbtks? 
facts  staring  him  in  the  fuee,  howcoaldbe: 
otherwise  than  urge  an  early  session?  Ifidi 
indispensably  necessary  a  day  or  twoagotopr- 
vide  a  revenue,  what  bad  since  occurred  obr^r 
ing  that  necessity  1  Nothing.  War  had  be 
declared,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  those  wiMi^ 
clared  it  to  provide  the  ways  and  means  for^ 
rying  it  on.  Mr.  G.  protested  ajgainst  the  m 
which  had  been  advanced  of  giving  eaoriBSi 
interest  for  loans,  and  against  accttoaiatiBrt 
large  debt,  almost  without  the  knowledge  tj  w 
people  on  whom  it  would  be  saddled,  im  a- 
pressed  his  determinatibn,  as  far  as  by  i>,*^ 
power,  to  go  on  and  provide  the  wipw 
means.  ., 

.  Mr.  JoBwaoH  rose  to  explain.  He  W «'" 
yesterday,  that  if  money  could  not  be  W  '* 
six  per  cent.,  he  would,  rather  than  ccase«c«B- 
test  on  that  account,  give  sixteen  per  cent-"^* 
far  as  the  whole  properly  of  the  nation  wobwA' 
tend  5  because  he  considered  it  to  iovolw  pn^ 

f4eson  which  the  existence  of  tf^cn^^^^^^j^ill 
f  money  was  wanting,  the  people  ^^*^^ 
themselves  and  fight  without  pay.  ^.^\^ 
was  not  wanting.  The  gentleman  had  adoiJ» 
that  taxes  to  be  levied  in  Muy,  i(  ^V^!l 
met,  would  not  be  wanted  unlil  18U*  '^'*^'^ 
tended  that  they  might  be  laid  in  theauroD» 
session  in  ample  time  for  1814.  Why,  t^^ 
earlier  ?  .  .  -. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  the  Commitw^  WJ 

ported  that  it  wad  necessary  ^  P"^^*  ll  Jtffk« 
ncnt  revenue  to  a  certain  amount  for  iw?^ 
of  the  year  T8U.  If  the  next  m^^"".^/'  ^^ 
press  were  delayed  until  October,  he  did  no^  ^ 
lieve  the  taxes  could  be  levied  in  due  season, 
support  of  this  belief,  he  adduced  wrwiM/«"j 
erations,  among  which  was  the  i"^fP^/' rL. 
delaying  the  imposition  of  M^^fvZfl 
ers  of  the  country  had  disposed  of  *"*  jj^ 
proceeds  of  their  laboc,  without  making  P^.^, 
for  the  payment  of  the  neces3ary  ^***  ^ian* 
ing,  he  said,  had  turned  up  co  ehange  Uieor* 
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the  ComiDiltee  of  Ways  and  MeaoB  had  first  ex- 

Sressed  on  this  subject;  the  necessary  revenue 
ills  could  not  be  passed  at  this  session;  and  he 
was.  therefore,  in  favor  of  an  early  session. 

Mr.  Roberts  said,  subsequent  reflection  bad 
coDvinced  hitn  that  the  motion  which  he  had  yes- 
terday made  for  October  was  perfectly  proper, 
tboueh  he  felt  .no  anxiety  on  (he  subject,  and 
should  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  any  decision  in 
favor  of  an  earlier  day.  The  gentleman  who 
was  last  up  had  quoted  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  It  appeared  that 
there  was,  as  very  naturally  there  might  be.  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  amone  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  this  subject. 
The  opinion  he  had  formed,  Mr.  R.  said,  was 
founded  on  documents  before  the  House.  He 
believed  that,  for  the  present  year,  sufficient  secu- 
rity was  given  to  the  public  creditors,  an  ample 
permanent  retenue  having  been  provided;  and 
that  there  would  be  time,  in  a  session,  to  com^ 
mence  in  October,  to  provide  revenue  for  1814. 
He  dwelt  on  the  expense  and  inconvenience  of 
an  extra  session,  dbc,  which  he  could  not  but 
think  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Chbves  said,  he  was  tired ;  tired  of  en- 
deavors to  provide  a  fixed  revenue ;  but  he  was 
compelled  once  more  to  rise  to  explain  his  view 
of  this  subject.  He  hoped  he  had  never  l^een 
understood  to  say,  for  he  never  meant  to  say,  that 
the  present  revenue  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
support  of  the  credit  of  the  (Government  for  the 
year  1813,  unconnected  with  a  provision  for  fn^ 
ture  years.  The  provision  actually  made  was 
sufficient  for  th6  year  1813.  But  it  was  h'isopin- 
ioB  that  there  ought  to  be  a  further  provision  in 
tlie  year  1813,  and,  at  as  early  a  period  as  possi- 
ble, in  order  to  support  the  public  credit  for  that 
year.  His  opinion  was,  that  we  ought  to  provide 
a  revenue  for  1814  and  subsequent  years,  m  time 
to  produce  the  effect  of  giving  confidence  to  the 
public  credit.  Mr.  C.  said  he  should,  therefore, 
vote  for  an  early  session,  because,  without  it,  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  public  credit  would  be 
duly  supported. 

Mr.  FusABAjiTs  said  he  wanted  words  to  de- 
scribe the  repugnance  he  felt  at  the  idea  that  the 
public  credit,  which  had  been  maintained  unim- 
paired from  the  commencement  of  the  Gtoyern- 
ment  to  this  diy,  should  be  injured  in  the  small- 
est degree,  while,  from  )he  partiality  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  was  placed  here  as  one  of  its  guar- 
diana.  If  time  were  permitted  in  this  session, 
before  its  Constitutional  termination,  he  would 
sit  here  from  morning  to  12  o'clock  every  night, 
but  he  would  mature  a  system  for  securing  to 
the  utmost  that  credit.  But  time  was  not  per- 
mitted. Under  these  circumstances  what  ought 
Con j^ress  to  do  1  To  assemble  here  as  early  as 
possible  after  the  termination  of  this  session,  and 
mature  a  system  to  provide  the  necessary  reve*- 
nue.  He  had  always  been  of  the  opinion,  for 
himself,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  nave 
matured  a  system  of  taxes  at  this  session.  It 
had  been  stated,  that  at  least  eight  and  a  half 
millions  of  revenue  would  be  necessary  in  1814j 
12th  Con.  2d  Scss.— 36 


in  addition  to  the  revenue  now  provided,  oU  the 
principles  on  which  we  bad  gone  into  the  war. 
tie  did  not  believe  this  money  could  be  brought 
into  the  Treasury  by  any  provision  to  be  made 
in  October.  Personal  convenience  of  the  mem* 
bers,  and  considerations  of  expense,  must  yield  ta 
others  -of  greater  magnitude.  The  expense  of 
the  per  diem  iktlowance  ought  not  to  be  taken  in* 
to  consideration,  because  so  many  days  as  the 
House  should  sit  in  the  Spring  would  be  cut  off 
from  the  Winter  session,  «c. 

Mr.  BioBLow  said  he  felt  no  responsibility  him- 
self on  the  subject  of  taxation ;  he  had  no  hand 
in  making  a  resort  to  taxation  necessary.  He  did 
not  knoijv  that  he  should  vote  for  a  session  oa 
either  day  proposed,  but  he  rose  to  state  a  fact  to 
show  the  utter  impossibility  of  a  collection  of 
taxes  in  1814,  which  should  be  laid  next  October. 
An  act  was  passed  in  1798,  laying  a  direct  tax 
of  two  millions.  The  first  year  in  which  any 
proceeds  from  it  came  into  the  Treasury  was 
1800,  in  which  year  something  upwards  of  seven 
hundfed  thousand  dollars  only  was  received;  in 
180r,  $500,000  more  were  received ;  and  in  every 
year  since  something  had  been  received  on  ac* 
count  of  that  tax  laid  in  1798.  The  interna! 
taxes  had  produced  a  result  something  similar. 
He  had  barely  stated  this  fact  to  show  that  it 
would  be  impossible  in  October  to  lay  a  Ux  to 
pi'oduce  a  revenue. 

Mr.  Wright  opposed  an  early  session.  He 
could  not  see  how  it  could  be  necessary  in  May 
to  lay  taxes,  which  it  had  not  been  thought  pro- 
per to  propose  at  the  present  session.  What  nad 
occurred,  or  what  would  occur,  he  asked,  to  make 
them  necessarv  in  May.  if  they  were  not  neces- 
sary now?  Why  lay  taxes  in  1813,  if  they  were 
not  necessary  till  1814?  H6  was  opposed  to  an 
unnecessary  convocation  of  Congress,  and  it  also 
seemed  to  him  not  to  be  necessary. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  day  for 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  and  decided  in  favor  of 
the  fourth  Monday  in  May — 49  to  39 — and  the 
bill  was  so  passed — yeas  78,  nays  33,  as  follows: 

Teas — ^William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  'Bze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  Bamett,  Barwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Wm.  BlacUedge,  Elijah 
Brigham,  William  Bntler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Bpa- 
phroditas  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  G]aj» 
John  Clopton,  Lewis  Condict,  William  Crawford,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Blias  Esrle,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Wm.  Findlej,  James  Fisk,  Thoa. 
Gholson,  Charles  Qoldsborongh,  Peterson  GoodwyA» 
Pelix  Gnindy,  Boiling  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  Obed 
HaU,  John  M.  Hyneman,  WilUam  Kennedy,  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  Abner  Ucock,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  James  Mor^ 
gan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Hugh 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen 
Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens,  WUliam  Piper,  James  Pleaa- 
anU,  junior,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  Sam* 
uel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Rob- 
erts, WilUam  Rodman,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
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Tftliaferro,  Peleg  Tallman,  George  M.  Troup,  Charlei 
Turner,  jr.,  Leonird  White,  Robert  Whhehill,  David 
R.  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Satb — John  Baker,  Harmanus  Blee<;ker,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Barwell,  Francis 
Carr,  Martin  Cbittendenr  Roger  Davis,  Jos^h  Desha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Asa  Fitch,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thos. 
P.  Groevenor,  John  A.  Harper,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn., 
Joa.  Kent,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Arunah  Metcal^  Joseph 
Peanon,  Benjamin  Pond,  John  Randolph,  Ebeneser 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
Stanlbrd,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  WiUiam  Strong, 
Benjamin  Talfanadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Thhmas  Wilson,  and  Robt.  Wright 


Thubsday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Cheybs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
**  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  tre- 
mit  certain  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  therein 
mentioned,''  without  amendment.  The  bill  was 
then  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  "Sf  bole 
Co-day.  1^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calboun.  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  trom  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  **  vesting  in  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  power  of  retaliation  in 
certain  cases,"  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  PoiifDEZTEB,  from  a  select  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  repeal  in  part,  an  act,  entitled 
^Anactto  divide  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two 
separate  governments,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
wnicb  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  directing  evidence  to  be  re- 
ceived on  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Missis- 
aippi  Territory,  was  read  the  third  time,  amended 
by  unanimous  consent^  and  passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  "  giving  further  time  to  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands  to  complete  their  payments,"  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  amendm^Bts  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  ametxdments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  <<  allow- 
ing further  time  for  registering  the  claims  to 
land  in  the  Eastern  district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana,''  were  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  several  bills, 
to  wit :  *^Ab  act  to  encourage  the  destruction  of 
the  armed  vessels  of  war  of  the  enemy ;"  "An 
act  to  authorize  and  eo^power  the  president  and 
nianagers  of  the  Washioffton  Turnpike  Com- 
pany^  of  the  State  of  MaryUnd,  when  organized, 
to  extend  and  make  their  turnpike  road  to,  6t  from 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  or  Columbia,  through 
the  said  District,  to  the  line  thereof;"  ^An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  making  a  turn  pike  from  Mason's  cause- 
way, to  the  town  of  Alexandria ;"  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Nathaniel  G.  Ingraham,  Alexander  Phoe- 
nix, and  WiUiam  Nexsen.  jr.;"  "An act  to  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads  in  the  State  of  Louisiana ;" 


'^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representiiimc; 
Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased  f  in  all  wbiek  II 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 

The  bill  for  releasing  John  McMaster  fron  ^ 
confinement,  for  violating  the  em(»rgo  lif: 
parsed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  i:: 
wasj  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed. 

MERCHANTS'  BONDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chbves,  the  HoD5e  w. 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  :V. 
the  Senate  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  t" 
Treasury  to  remit  certain  tines,  forfeitaKtir 
penalties. 

Mr.  Cbevbs  offered  the  foUowiog  addiiia 
section  by  way  of  atnendment : 

Sbg.  — .  And htit furthtr  matted,  That,oii||^ 
caUoa  being  made  to  the  proper  district  jodge  k\ 
remission  of  any  fine»  peDalty«  or  ibi&itore,  dnOk 
to  be  remitted  by  the  act,  eatitled  "An  tcttlindi; 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaenry  to  remit  fina,  fcis 
ores,  and  penalties,  in  certain  esses,"  sod  the  i^ 
entitled  *<An  act  authorizing  the  adini»on.ni(^ 
certain  circumstances,  of  vessels  owned  bj  citiza? 
the  United  States  of  America,  with  their  caffocsis 
British  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,'^- 
shall  appear  to  his  satisfaction  that  the  esse  is  fotiu: 
(0  the  benefits  of  the  acts  aibresai(],.and  enbna^^ 
the  provisions  thereof,  snch  fine,  penalty,  or  Ms^ 
shall  be  remitted,  and  the  proseculion  inrtitaW^ 
the  recovery  thereof  sfasJt  be  diseontinsed,  « « 
order  of  said  judge  to  that  efifoct,  or  paymeDt  of  oS 
and  duties,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  ict  ode 
which  the  application  shall  have  been  mide. 

After  some  discussion  on  this  ameBdmwL* 
question  was  taken  on  it  and  deckled  io  t^v^ 
ative,  yeas  33. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bv  Mr.  Rss'.  '• 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  ^'\^i^ 
to  try  its  principle. 

The  motion  produced  considerable  dj^ww"- 
in  which  Messrs.  Williams  and  WRiGiT«r 
ported  the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Cbbvb8)  »» 
MiTcaiLL,  BLBEcicfiR,and  Riwd  opporfdii.  *» 
motion  was  finally  lost,  55  to  41. 

The  question  then  recwred  onanoUoBpt 
riously  made  to  strike  out  of  the  flni  »«"*"[ 
words  *•  which  were  shipped  from  ^^^^-^ 
prior  to  the  declaration  of  war,"  which  mooa 
affording  relief,  was  intended  to  destroy  tMP 
vision  to  the  particular  case  which  prodocw 
bill. 


Mr.  WiLLFAMS  stated  that  the  case  on jk^ 
the  bill  was  predicated  was  not  so  isolaiefl  "^ 
as  had  been  stated,  bat  that,  '^^ ^^^^^\^^r^ 
there  were  many  others  which  woeld  cm 
lief  under  its  provisions.  a  ht^ 

The  motion  to  amend  was  ^VV^  ^ 
Bacon  and  Mr.  Fisk,  and  lost,  54  to  53-   .  t^ 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  w^ 
to  the  House.  ..*  .jj 

Mr.  Rhea  renewed  his  motion  for  sir*»S 

the  first  section  of  the  bill.  .  ^J9f 

This  motion  again  involved  a  di»cu««»ooo' 

principles  of  the  bill,  which  was  contiouw^ 

time,  in  which  Messrs.  MoKiH  «<»  *^ 
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spoke  in  faror  of  striking  out  the  section,  and 
Mr.  Cbbybs  against  it. 

The  qaestion  on  striking  out  tha first  section 
was  taken  bj  feas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
aegatiTe.  For  striking  oat  the  section  54.  against 
it  61,  as  fellows : 

Nays— William  AadeMD,  David  Band,  WiOlam 
Barnett,  Burwell  Bassott,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  Willimm  A.  BorwsU,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Jas.  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  Win.  Crawford,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  Samael  Dinsmoor,  Elias  Earle,  William 
Findley,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Thos.  GhoUon,  Peterson 
Ooodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed.Hall, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyueman,  Richard  M.  john- 
oon,  William  R..  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little, 
A«ron  Lyle,  Thomas  Ifoore,  William  McCoy,  Alexan- 
der McKjtt,  Amnah  Mstcalf,  James  Morgan,  Thom^ 
Newton,  WiHiam  Piper,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jo- 
n«than  Roberts,  Ebeneter  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawrer,  Bbe* 
nezer  8eaTer,  Samoel  8haw,  George  Smith,  John 
8mitli,  Wm.  Strong,  John  Tafiaftrro,  Robert  White- 
hni,  David  R.  Williams,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright— M. 

Ybas — ^Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Stevenson  Archer,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  John  C*  Cal- 
houn, Epaphroditns  Champion,  Langdon  Chetes,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jon.^  William  Ely, 
James  Bmott,  Asa  Fitch,  Tiiomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
GoldaboroQgh,  Thomas  B.  Grosvenor,  Jacob  Hufty, 
:  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Kent, 
I  lijman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Wuliam  Lowndes, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  James  Mitnor, 
I  Samuel   L.  Mltchill,  Jonathan   O.   Moseley,  Hug^ 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
'  Pitkin,  Jun.,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Peter   B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiidi  Qoincy, 
John  Randdph,  William  Reed,  William  M.  Richard- 
aon,  Thomas  B.  Robertson^  William  Rodman,  Thomas 
'  Sammona,  Adam  Seybert,  Deniel  Sheffey,  Richard 
Stanford,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Storaes, 
Cleorge  SuHiVan,  Samuel  Taggsrt,  Benjamin  Tall- 
i   madge,  Uri  Tracy,  Geoige  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jun.,  IHerre  Tan  Cortlandt,  Labaji  Wheaton,  and 
Thomas  Wi]son---61. 

Mr.  RoBBRTa  mored  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
to  place  the  goods  intended  to  be  released  hy 
this  bill  upon  the  same  footing,  as  to  the  du- 
ties accruing  to  Government,  as  those  goods  im- 
ported since  the  declaration  of  wahr. 

This  motion  produced  considerable  discussioa; 
in  which  it  was  contended,  in  faror  of  exaotjyBg 
the  double  duties,  that  the  gisoda  were  very  pro* 
hably  now  oo  band,  or  had  been  sold  under  tl^e 
aame  adFantagea  for  obtaining  high  prices  as 
Oiber  goods  sioae  imported  ;  and  that  they  ought 
t4>  afford  the  same  veveatie  to  the  Government. 
Against  the  amendment,  it  was  argued  that  as 
the  goods  were  shipped  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  before  double  duties  were  imposed  by 
law,  it  would  be  unjust  to  exact  the  double  duties 
on  them. 

Mr.  RoBBftTs's  motion  was  lost,  without  a 
dirislon. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
Tead  a  third  time  to*day. 
The  biir  was  accordingly  read  a  third  timci 


and  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :    For 
the  bill  57 — against  it  45 : 

Yais — M'iUis  Alston,  jr.,  SteTenson  Archer,  Eza- 
kiel  Bacon,  John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanos 
Bleecker,  Elijah  Brigham^  Epaphroditns  Champion, 
Langdon  Chetes,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daten- 

r>rt,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  James  Flsk,  Asa 
itch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsboroagfa,  Tho- 
mas P.  Grosrenor,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jaduon,  jr., 
William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Kent,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
L^is,  jr.,  William  Lowndes,  Archibald  McBryde, 
James  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  MuMe- 
ley,  Hngh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  filisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoinoy,  John  Ran* 
ddph,  WillhuB  Reed,  William  M.  Richardson,  The- 
mas  B.  Robertson,  William  Rodman,  Thomas  Sank* 
mens,  Daniel  ShefiiBy,  Richard  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturgesi  George  SalliTan,  Samp 
uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheatoiv 
Leonard  White,  and  Thomas  Wilson — 67. 

NjLT8---William  Anderson,  Purwetl  Baasett,  WO. 
liam  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  James  Cpchran,  John  Clopton,  Lewie 
Condict,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  , 
Deshau  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  EUas  Earle,  William  Find- 
ley,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Thomas  GhoUon,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  Boiling 
HaU,  Obed  HaU,  Aylett  Hawes,  WilUam  R.  King, 
Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas 
Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  James 
Morgan,  Jeromish  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Israel 
Pickens,  WilKam  Piper,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Ebenexer  Sage,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John  Tahafeno,  David 
R.  Williams,  and  Robert  Wright-^6. 


FaiHAY,  February  26. 

The  Spbakbr  presented  the  petition  of  the 
crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  |>raying  compen- 
sation for  capturing  the  British  frigates  Guerriere 
and  Java. — Laid  ou  the  table. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  from  the  Committee  of  Olaimi, 
presented  a  bill  eonoerniBg  Inealid  pensioners ; 
wh^ch  was  read  twice  and  oommilted  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoRBOw,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  agreement  of  that  committee 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bilM^gir- 
tng  further  time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  to 
complete  thefr  payments,"  with  an  amendment ; 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CaLaouN,  the  Committee 
OQ  Foreign  Relations  were  di$charge4  from  so 
much  of  the  Presideai's  Message^  of  the  23d  in* 
st«nt,  as  relates  to  the  license  trade  on  board  of 
American  Tessels, 

The  bill  from  the  Beaate  ^*  to  establish  certain 
post  roads  in  the  Stale  of  Louisiana"  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
day. The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *'  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
thaniel G.  Ingraham,  Alexander  Phmnix,  and 
William  Nezsen,  junior,''  was  read  twice  and 
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committed    to  the    Committee  of  Ways   sad 
Means. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  ''for  the  relief  of  the 
representa tires  of  Samuel  Lapslejr,  deceased," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  George  Nebioger,  and 
others." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '*'  sai)plemeniarv  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize  the  making 
a  turnpike  road  from  Mason's  causeway  to  the 
town  of  Alexandria^"  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  '*  in 
addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  fis- 
tablishment"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  and  em* 
power  the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Wash- 
ington Turnpike  Company  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, when  organized,  to  extend  and  make  their 
turnpike  to  or  from  Qeorgetown,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  through  the  said  District,  to  the 
line  thereof,"  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be 
read  the  third  time  to-day.  The  bill  was  accord- 
ingly read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
reward  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  fri^te  Con- 
stitution, for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
frigates  Ouerriere  and  Java,  which  adds  a  dona- 
tion of  $25,000  to  Captain  Jones  and  crew  for  the 
capture  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Frolic,  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  encourage  the 
destruction  of  the  armed  vesaels  of  war  of  the 
enemy"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  prohibittog  the  export- 
ation of  certain  articles  therein  specified,  in  for- 
eign ships  or  yessels ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow.   The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  prohibiting  Ibe  expertation  of  certain  articles 
thersin  speciAed  in  nreign  ships  or  ^essela. 

Be  it  enaeMt  4^  That  no  foreign  ship  or  tossoI 
shall  be  permitted  to  dear  oat  or  depart  from  any  port 
or  place  within  the  United  States,  or  the  territorios 
thereof,  having  on  board  any  stores,  lumber,  horses, 
mules,  asses,  neat  cattle,  sheep»  hogs,  and  every  spe- 
cies of  live  stock  and  live  provisions,  and  also  every 
other  kind  of  provision  whatsoever,  (sea  stores  only 
excepted.) 

Sac.  3.  That  if  any  foreign  vessel  shall,  during  the 
continuance  of  this  act.  take  on  board  any  of  the  arti- 
cles above  ennmerated,  other  than  provisions  and  sea 
stores  neeeHaiy  for  the  voyage,  such  ship  or  vessel  and 
the  cargo  on  board  shall  be  wholly  forfeited  and  may 
be  seized  and  condemned  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  competent  jurisdiction,  and  every  person 
coneenied  in  such  nnlavHnl  shipment  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  — —  dollars,  nor  less  than 
-*^  dollars,  ler  every  such  offence. 

Sac.  8.  Prescribes  the  mode  of  recoveiy  and  distri- 
bntioD  of  penalties. 

8xc  4.  Ltmiu  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  the  1st  of 
July  next. 


Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  vesting  in  the 
jP^esident  of  the  United  Slates  the  power  of  re- 
taliation in  the  cases  therein  specified,"  with 
amendments;  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 


MEDAL  TO  COMMODORE  PREBLE, 

Mr.  QuiNGT,  from  a  committee  appointed  on  a 
Message  from  the  President,  of  the  23d  of  De- 
cember last,  respecting  the  execution  of  the  reso- 
lation  of  Congress,  for  the  "presentation  of  a  gold 
medal  to  Commodore  Preble.  &c.,  made  a  report^ 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  aa 
follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
ef  ^e  President  of  the  United  States,  tranAnitting  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  the  res- 
olution of  Congress  of  the  Sd  of  March,  1806,  and  to 
the  proceedings  under  the  same,  having  cansed  th* 
letUrs  marked  A  and  C  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secn- 
taiy  of  the  Navy,  received  from  him  the  letters  marked 
B  and  D,  with  the  accompanying  documents  annirmi 
to  that  letter  and  to  this  rqport 

From  these  letters  and  doculnents  it  appears  that^ 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  dated  the  1 6th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1805,  and  in  explanation  of  **  the  causes  why  the 
expenditures  of  that  branch  of  the  public  service  had 
so  far  exceeded  the  estimates  and  appropriations  for 
the  same,"  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy  did  trane* 
mit  *'  an  estimate  of  expenses  defrayed"  by  the  Navy 
Department,  containing  an  item,  declared  to  be  '*  lor 
expenditures  under  the  resolution  of  Congzesa  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1806 ;  for  which  objects  no  appropriationa 
have  been  made ;  they  have,  therefore,  been  defrayed 
out  of  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navj 
lor  the  year  1806,  twenty  thousand  doUars." 

Upon  this  statement  an  act  passed  on  the  S2d  of 
January,  1806,  making  an  additional  appropriation  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  ibr  the 
naval  service  during  the  year  1806,  \^  which  was  in* 
eluded  the  above  sum,  thus  stated  to  be  a  deficient, 
incurred  by  an  expenditure,  which,  to  that  amount, 
had  been  defrayed  by  the  Navy  DepartmenL 

It  now  appears,  by  the  annexed  letter  of  ^e  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  dated  the  2d  of  February,  instant, 
that  the  item  abovementioned,  instead  of  twinge  as  it 
was  stated  to  be,  '<  for  expenditures  which  had  been 
defrayed"  by  the  Navy  Department,  was  in  fact,  mere- 
ly an  item  stating  ^  a  deficit,"  which  resulted  from 
"an  estimate  that  the  objects,  contemplated  by  the 
resolution,  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  cost  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars." 

From  the  preceding  statement,  resulting  from  the 
annexed  letter  and  document,  it  therefore  appeaxa  to 
your  committee  that  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dd- 
lars  had  not  been  **  defrayed  out  of  the  appropriationa 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1806,"  aa 
was  alleged  to  have  been  done  in  the  item  annexed 
to  the  letter  of  the  Secrstary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  16th 
of  December,  1806. 

It  also,  from  the  same  evidence,  appesrs  to  your 
committee,  that  the  above  sum  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  has  never  been  expended  for  objects  apectfied 
in  the  item  annexed  to  that  letter,  and  on  account  of 
which  that  sum  was  included  in  the  appropriation, 
made  by  the  act  of  the  22d  of  January,  1806 ;  the  sum 
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of  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fortj-one  dollan  and 
fhirtj-two  cents  only  having  been  expended  for  objects 
specified  in  that  item»  there  remained  an  unexpended 
balance  of  that  item  of  appropriation  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand and  fifty  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents. 

In  relation  to  this  balance  it  appears,  by  the  annexed 
letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  it  is  not 
known,  with  certainty,  at  the  Navy  Department,  whe- 
ther that  balance  has  been  applied  to  oUier  objects  of 
navy  expenditures,  any  further  than  from  the  circum- 
stance that,  at  that  time,  the  wairants  of  the  Navy 
Departm^t  '*upon  the  Treasurer  were  drawn  upon  the 
appropriations  indiscriminately;*^  and  the  whole  amount 
of  the  appropriations  having  been  expended,"  it  is  pre- 
sumed, or  supposed,  ''to  follow,  irresistibly,  that  this 
balance  was  morg^  in  the  general  navy  expend- 
itures.** 

Inasmuch,  thereibre,  as  the  amount  of  (bis  item  of 
•ppropfiatioB  was  obtained  under  the  suggestion  of  an 
actual  and  **  defrayed"  expenditure,  when,  in  fact,  it 
was  marely  an  estimated  and  undefrayed  expense,  and 
inasmuch  as  it  appears  that  it  has  been  expended  for 
objects  to  which  it  was»  originally,  not  destined  by 
law,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  further  ex- 
amination is  required  into  the  real  objects  to  which 
this  unexpended  balance,  obtained  under  that  sugges- 
tion, has  been  actually  applied. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
8d  of  March,  1805,  which  ''requests  the  President  to 
cause  a  sword  to  be  presented  to  each  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  and  midshipmen  who  distinguished 
themselves  in  the  attack  on  the  town,  batteries,  and 
aaval  force  of  Tripoli,"  in  the  execution  of  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  liavy  states  that  "  it  is  presumed  tliat 
the  President  saw,  what,  to  his  mind,  appeared  diffi< 
culties  of  great  delicacy,  from  the  peculiar  language  of 
the  resolution,"  your  committee  cannot  but  regret  that 
the  terms  of  Uie  resolution  should  have  been  such  as 
to  prevent  the  officers  and  midshipmen  of  that  squad- 
ron from  receiving  the  decreed  and  well-deserved 
jnarks  of  their  country's  gratitude  and  honor.  It  is, 
however,  apparent  to  your  committee,  that  Congress, 
by  passing  the  resolution  of  the  3d  of  March,  1806,  did 
decide  that  some  of  the  officers  and  midshipmen,  en- 
gaged in  that  service,  were  entitled  to>  and  should  re- 
ceive, the  destined  testimony  of  the  nation's  sense  of 
their  merit.  If,  as  is  suggested  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  nature  of  the  service  and 
the  equality  of  desert  make  discrimination  difficult, 
your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  \9  better,  and  more  worthy  of  the  na- 
tional character,  that  all  should  receive  the  destined 
reward,  than  that  it  should  be  withheld  from  all.  The 
universality  of  distribution  (should,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  "  all  have  acted  gloriously")  will  be  a 
testimony  of  general  merit,  and  to  each  individual  an 
evidence  of  his  having  been  a  partaker  of  4he  glory  of 
that  service.  A  total  neglect  of  such  distribution,  af- 
ter so  distinct  and  public  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
title  of  some,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  do- 
ing justice  to  none.  Under  these  impressions,  con- 
sidering that  the  squadron  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Preble,  in  the  harbor  and  before  the  bat- 
teries of  Tripoli,  constitutes  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
portions  of  our  naval  history ;  considering  that  the 
resolution  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1805,  raised  just 
expectations  in  the  officers  and  midshipmen,  engaged 
in  that  service,  of  receiving  some  distinct  token  of  their 
^oountry's  fiivor;  coBsideriog,  aleo^  the  great  import- 1 


ance,  at  this  crisis  of  our  affairs,  of  not  discouraging 
the  spirit  of  onr  naval  eommasders  by  withholding 
rewards  to  which  they  have  already  been  declared,  by 
a  solemn  resolution  of  Congress,  to  be  entitled ;  your 
committee  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  recommend  a 
renewal  of  the  appropriation,  to  the  amount  of  the  un- 
expended balance  above  stated,  to  enable  the  President 
<^thA  United  States  to  carry  into  full  efiect  the  resolo* 
tion  of  the  8d  of  March,  iseft. 

In  pursuance  of  these  opinions  and  reasonings  your 
committee  propose,  for  adoption,  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Reiohed,  That  the  sum  of  thirteen  thoasand  and 
fifty-eight  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents  be  appropri- 
ated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  a  sword  to  be  presented  to  each  of  the  officers 
and  midshipmen  who  distinguished  themselves  at  the 
attacks  of  the  town,  batteries,  and  naval  force  of  Trip- 
oli, in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  dd  of  March,  1800. 

lUaohedf  That  the  Sacretaiy  of  the  Navy  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  ensuing  session  of 
Congress,  a  detailed  statement,  of  all  the  objects  of  ez- 
penfKture  to  which  the  appropriations  under  the  act  of 
the  11th  of  Deoember,  1806,  and  under  the  act  of  the 
S2d  of  January,  1806,  making  additional  ^^ropria- 
tions  for  the  naval  service,  were  apphed. 

A. 

Hovsa  or  R£rBXsB2rTATivx8,./an.37,  1813. 

Sim :  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to 
the  presentation  of  a  gold  medal  to  Commodore  Preble, 
and  swords  to  the  officers  of  his  squadron,  have  di- 
rected me  to  state  the  following  focts  as  existing  in  the 
records  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

It  appears,  by  a  letter  of  tae  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  dated  Uie  i2Ch  of  December,  1805,  and  by  the 
documents  accompanying  that  letter,  published  by  or- 
der of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  16th  of 
January,  1806,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
apprised  that  committee,  by  letter,  of  a  large  deficiency 
in  the  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  during  the 
then  current  year,  (1805;)  and  that,  in  reply  to  the 
said  letter  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in- 
quiring why  the  expenditures  of  that  branch  of  the 
public  service  so  far  exceeded  the  estimates,  and  ap- 
propriations, the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  did,  by  his  let- 
ter, dated  the  1 6th  of  December,  1805,  transmit  an  ac- 
count of  expensoM  defrayed  by  the  Navy  Department 
out  of  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1805,  and  which, 
not  having  been  contemplated  in  the  estimate  on  which 
that  appropriation  was  founded,  the  expenditure  had 
constituted  a  total  deficiency  of  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Among  the  items  thus  stated  to  have  beien  defrayed, 
was  one  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  expend!* 
tures  under  the.  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  8d  of 
March,  1806. 

Upon  this  statement  I  am  directed  to  inquire  whether 
that  sum  had  been  expended,  and  whsftker  that  defici- 
ency did  then  exist,  as  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  1  And,  if  it  were  expended,  to 
request  that  an  account  of  the  particulars,  specifying 
the  dates,  amount,  and  objects,  of  such  expenditure  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  may  be  transmitted  to  the 
committee,  frt>m  your  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  QUINCY. 

Hon.  Wiuilac  Jotfta,  Secretary  of  the  Naufy* 
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NaTT  ]>BVABnBKT,  Ftb.  %j  18  Id. 

8im :  I  haw  had  the  honor  of  reeetTing  your  letter 
ofthe  37th  ultimo. 

On  referring  to  the  eommanication  made  hj  the 
Seoreterj  of  the  Nwry,  on  the  16th  of  Deeenher,  1606, 
to  the  honorable  John  Randolph,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wayi  and  Means,  I  find  that  there  wae  at 
that  time  an  estimated  de£dt  in  the  Navy  appropria* 
tioni  of  eiz  hundred  thousand  doUon^  and  Taikma  items 
ate  theiein  stated  as  constifnting  this  deficit    Among 
others,  the  sum  of  twenty  thoasand  doUars  is  •^^miA^ 
**  fi»r  expenditures  tinder  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  8d  of  March,  1806;"  that  is,  it  was  estimated  that 
the  objeots contemplated  by  the  resolution  would*  if  oai^ 
lied  into  effect,  cost  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars.   The  resolution  embraced  three  dtstinct  objects, 
namely:   a  geld  medal  to   Commodore   Preble;   a 
aword  to  each  of  the  commissioned  offioeis  and  mid- 
shipmen who  had  distinguished  themselres  in  the  sev- 
eial  attacks  against  Tripoli ;  and  one  month's  extra 
pay  to  each  of  the  petty  officers,  eeamen,  and  ma- 
rines, of  the  squadron.    Of  these  objects,  two  only, 
that  is,  the  medal  and  the  one  month's  pay,  were 
carried  into  eflbct    Tlie  coet  of  these  objeols  appears 
by  the  enclosed  paper,  marked  («,)  to  hoTO  been  six 
thousand  nine  hunted  and  Ibrty-ono  dollars  and  thii^ 
ty-two  cents. 

It  results  fit>m  this,  that,  of  the  twenty  thousand 
dollars  estimated  as  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the 
objects  contemplated  by  the  resolution  of  the  Sd  of 
March,  1806,  there  remained  unexpended  a  balance  of 
thirteen  thousand  and  fifty-«ight  dollars  and  tlixty-eight 
oents,  and  that  one  of  the  objects  of  ^e  resolution  was 
aerer  carried  into  effect  This  balance,  it  is  presumed, 
was  merged  in  the  general  navy  expenditures.  For 
Aiese  objects  there  never  was  a  specific  appropriation' 
made ;  and  at  that  time  the  warrants  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Naty  upon  Ae  Treasurer,  did  not,  as  they  have 
done  since  the  act  of  the  9d  of  March,  1809,  "  specify 
the  particular  appropriation  or  appropriations  to  which 
the  same  should  be  charged." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respeetfhfly,  yours,  d^c. 

W.  JONES. 

Hon.  JOBIAH  QUIKCT, 

of  the  House  of  BepreBentuiives. 
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States  relatiTo  to  the  presentation  of  a,  gold  modal  to 
Commodore  Preble,  and  swords  to  the  officers  of  hie 
squadron,  to  inquire  on  what  grounds  the  Navy  De- 
partment **  presumes  that  the  balance  of  thirteen  thou- 
sand and  fifty-eight  doUars  and  sixty-eight  cents  was 
merged  in  the  general  navy  expenditures,"  as  asserted 
in  your  letter  of  the  second  instant. 

They  also  direct  me  to  inquire  what  are  tke  dates  of 
the  several  actual  expenditures  of  the  sums 
of     -        -        -        -        -        -        .        -    f  980  3S 

Paid  on  account  of  the  medal  to  Commo- 
dore Preble;  and  on  account  of  the  other 
payments^  ak  stated  in  the  documents  an- 
nexed to  the  same  letter,  a  further  sum 
of 6,961  00 


$6,041  32 


(<t) 

There  appears  to  have  been  paid  on  aoconnt  of  the 
medal  presented  to  Commodore  Preble,  nine  hundred 
and  eighty  doUam  and  thirty-two  oents. 

There  being  no  special  appropriation  lor  the  pay- 
mento  under  the  resolution  of  Congresa ,  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1806,  there  was  no  distinct  ac^unt  raised  on 
the  books  of  this  office  for  the  payments.  They  wero 
charged  under  the  general  account  for  *'  Pay  of  the 
Navy;''  of  icourse  the  amount  oould  only  be  ascer- 
tained by  examining  various  accounts  wift  the  De- 
partment, which  has  been  done,  and  it  is  believed  with 
accuracy,  and  the  amount  appears  to  be  &vo  thoasand 
nine  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars. 

THO.  TUBNER,  Aeeouniani. 

Natx  DaPABTifxirT, 

Accountant's  QjffieciF^^S,  1813. 

C. 

Hoi^x  or'RxFBSSSirTATIVXS, 

February  23,  1813. 
Sim:  I  am  directed. by  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 


An  early  answer  ia  aolicited  by  the  oomButtoo. 
I  am,  very  respectliitiy,  your  obedient  oervant, 

JOSIAH  QUmCY. 

Hon.  WlLLIAX  JOHSB, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

D. 

Navy  DxpiHTitf XHT,  Feb.  26,  1813. 

Sin :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
the  2Sd  instant,  in  which  you  inquire  "on  what 
grounds  the  Navy  Department  presumes  that  the  bal- 
ance of  $13,058  68  was  merged  in  the  general  navy 
expenditures,"  as  stated  in  the  letter  addressed  to  yoa 
on  the  second  instant 

The  terms  « it  is  presumed,'^  as  used  in  my  letter  of 
the  second  instant,  might,  with  perfect  propriety,  have 
been  omitted ;  for,  ss  therein  stated,  **  there  never  was  a 
spedfic  appropriation  made  for  the  objects  in  question, 
and,  at  that  time,  the  warranta  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  upon  the  Treasurer,  did  not,  as  they  have  done 
since  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  express  the 
partfcular  appropriation  or  appropriations  to  which  the 
same  should  be  charged."     Of  coune  the  warrants  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  upon  the  Treasurer,  were 
drawn  upon  the  appropriations  indiscriminately ;  and 
the  whole  amount  of  the  appropriations  having  been 
expended,  it  foHows  irresistibly  that  the  balance  of 
$13,068  68  was  merged  in  the  general  naval  expen- 
ditures. 

If  there  had  been  a  flpecific  aj^ropriation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  if  the  warranta  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  had  have  expressed  the  object  for  which 
they  were  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer,  and  the  power 
of  transferring  had  not  have  existed,  or,  if  it  existed^ 
had  not  have  been  exercised,  it  would  then  have  been 
in  the  power  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  to  have  an- 
swered all  the  queries  "which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  propound  to  him  upon  this  subject;  and,  under 
such  circumstances,  the  information  to  you  would 
probably  have  been,  that  the  unexpended  balance  had 
been  csiried  to  the  surplus  fund. 

The  papers  herewith,  numbered  one  and  two,  af- 
ford information  as  to  Ae ''  dates  of  the  several  actual 
expenditures  of  the  sum  of  $M0  32,  paid  on  account 
of  the  medal  to  Commodore  Preble,  and  an  account  of 
die  otiier  paymenta  of  the  sum  of  $6,961." 

I  am,  vAy  respectAiUly,  sir,  yours,  dtc 

W.  JONES. 
Hon.  JosiAH  Quivcx, 

qf  the  Boost  q/*  IteprtMtnpUUkM. 
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No.1. 

A  itatement  $haunng  the  date»  token  the  paymenU 
appear  to  have  been  made  on  ateount of  ihemetUU 
nreaented  to  Commodore  Preble^  in  purtuanu  of 

mke  ruolution  of  CongrUt  of  Mareh  8,  180& 

July  29,  1805        ..        -        .        -  ;^15  00 

April  15,  1806       -        -        -        -  264  61 

Jnly  3, 1806 15  00 

Ju]y  30,  1806        -        -        -        -  685  71 

f 980  32 


THO.  TURNER,  Aeaouniant. 

Navt  Dbpabtxiitt, 

Aeeountanfs  Office,  Feb,  23,  1813. 

No.  2. 

A  tiaUment  showing  the  dates  %ohen  the  several  sums 
were  paid  and  a&anced  on  account  of  the  monih^s 
pay  allowed  to  the  petty  officer^,  seamen^  and  ma- 
rineSi  9f  Commodore  rreole's  squadron,  in  pursu- 
anee  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  Bd  of 
March,  1809. 

July  J4, 1805.  Advanced  to  Robert  W.  Goldsboroogh, 
pQfser,  and  by  him  paid  to  seamen,  dec.       $51  00 
Anguet  6,   Pa^  to  Edward  Biuke,  one 

month's  pay         -        -    '   -        -        -         42  00 
Angust  10.  Paid  to  Henry  Davenport      -  12  00 
September  14.  Paid  to  John  Quinn  -        -  6  00 
September  26.  Advanced  to  Charles  Wads- 
worth,  purser,  and  by  him  paid  to  sea- 
men, Sec.' 2,848  00 

September  27.  Paid  to  William  Dickson, 

one  month's  pay  -        -        .        .        .  12  00 

September  28.  Paid  to  Geoi^  Murray    -  10  00 

September  28.  Paid  to  James  Pasgrave    -  12  00 

November  0.  Paid  to  Ricbanl  Doyle        -  18  00 

Novnnber  25.  Paid  to  Richard  Hairis        •  8  00 

Noivember  28.  Advaaoed  to  Silas  Butler, 

purser,  and  by  him  paid  to  seamen,  dec.        602  ^00 
December  5.  Advanced  to  Timothy  Wywi, 

pnner,.dcc.,-        -        -        •        -        -      1,295  00 
December  5»  Advanced  to  Jomes  Tootell, 

pnxser,dtc -        525  OO 

December  5.   Adviuiced  u>  John  H.  Carr, 

purser,  dec 89  00 

December   10.    Paid  to   P<  Fanrell,  one 

month's  pay 7  00 

December  1 1.  Advanced  to  James^  Thomp- 
son, paymaster  of  the  marine  corps,  and 
by  him  paid  to  marines        -        -        -        700  00 
December  13.  'Paid  to  Benjamin  Cuthbert, 

one  month's  pay 18  00 

Mareh  4, 1806.  Paid  to  WiUisna  Johueon  18  00 

July  1.  Paid  to  John  Ford       ...  18  00 

July  14.  Paid  to  John  Lyon    .        •        •  18  00 

July  29.  Advanced  to  David  Whann,  pur- 

•er>.  and  by  hin  paid  to  aeamen,  dec.     -         30  00 
August. — .  PaidtoClemeat  S^Hput,  pur- 
•«r»  lie 62  00 


f  6,961  00 


THOS.  TURNER,  Accountant. 
4ec9unianfs  Office,  Feb*  23, 1813. 
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FOREIGN  LICENSES. 

The  House  resumed  the  coDsideratioa  of  th# 
report  of  the  Cooamittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  use  of  foreign  licenses. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  propriety  of 
the  bill's  lying  for  consideration — 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  postpone  the  conside- 
ration of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  W.  made  a.  very  long  speech  in  support  of 
his  motion.  He  was  entirely  opposed,  ne  saidf 
to  a  measure,  which  would  cutoff  our  trade  with 
Spain  and  Portugal,  our  prolific  and  friendly 
markets,  merely  because  Great  Britain  thought 
proper  not  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Potter  spoke  aeainst  the  bill.  The  effect 
of  this  and  of  other  bills  before  the  House,  would 
be,  to  produce  the  evils  of  an  embargo,  without 
makinff  the  measure  effectual.  U  gentlemen 
came  forward  boldly  and  proposed  an  embargo, 
he  declared  he  would  vote  for  such  a  measure  to 
continue  as  long  as  the  war. 

Mr.  Rhea  spoke  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Newton  spoke  on  the  same  siile.  Its  pas- 
sage was  more  than  ever  necessary  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  pure  and  national  commerce. 

Mr.  Blackledgg  also  spoke  against  indefinite 
postponement.  He  viewed  the  ucense  system  as 
a  new  mode  of  levying  a  tax  on  our  commerce 
which  it  was  degradinz  to  pay. 

Mr.  QaoavENOR  said  he  was  In  favor  of  the 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  as  he 
understood  that  such  a  postponement  was  tanta- 
mount to  a  rejection  of  it.  The  bill,  he  said, 
contained  provisions,  which,  under  severe  penal- 
ties, forbid  a  commerce  with  neutral  nations,  hf 
permbsioQ  or  license  of  the  British  Government. 
So  far  as  it  went  to  prohibit  a  trade  to  the  couo* 
try,  colonies,  or  dependencies  of  the  enemy, 
whether  witQ,  or  without  their  permission,  he 
had  no  objection,  except  what  arose  from  the 
utter  superfluity  of  the  measure.  He  believed 
the  declaration  of  war  interdicted  all  such  trade. 
If  such  a  trade  came  not  within  the  CoostitQ- 
tional  definition  of  treason,  if  it  did  not  ^'aid  and 
comfort'^  .the  enemy,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand the  meaning  of  those  terms.  Yet,  Mr.  Q. 
said,  if  it  seemed  good  to  the  Government  to  add 
new  restraints,  to  heap  pettv  pecuniary  penalties 
on  a  crime  which  now  worjcs  a  forfeiture  of  lib- 
erty and  life,  they  should  have  no  opposition 
from  him.  Jt  was  that  feature  of  the  bill  ooIt 
which  forbids  all  neutral  commerce  under  Britisn 
license  which,  in  his  mind,  rendered  the  bill 
utterly  reprehensible;  and  he  wished  to  be  un- 
derstood, as  applying  all  his  remarks  to  this  vie.w 
of  the  measure. 

As  well  said  Mr.  G.,  as  I  have  understood  the 
arguments  of  the  supporters  of  this  bill,  they  are 
not  founded  on  any  pretence  that  gur  licensed 
neutral  commerce  has  proved  injurious  to  the 
commercial  or  pecuniary  interests  of  the  country 
— such  a  position  might  be  refuted  by  a  single 
glance  at  the  state  of  the  commercial  world  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  G.,  the  beneficial 
effects  of  these  licenses,  to  our  commerce  and  our 
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fecuDiary  resources,  have  not  been  questioned, 
^ar  different  are  the  reasons  which  have  led  to 
the  bill ;  far  different  the  evils  which  it  is  intended 
to  remedy.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Blackleoge)  has  told  us  that  this 
licensed  commerce  is  a  foul  blot  on  our  national 
character,  a  prostration  of  our  honor;  a  criifie  of 
the  darkest  hue,  worthy  of  the  rack  and  (be  gib- 
bet^[Mr.  Blacklgdge  explained:  he  said  that 
he  had  declared  this  licensed  trade  a  degradation 
to  the  American  name,  a  crime  that  oueht  to  be 
punished  with  the  gallows.  But,  he  bad  also 
said,  that  it  was  injurious  to  us,  because  it  sup- 
plied our  enemy  with  food  for  her  armies,  her 
colonies,  her  subjects,  aod  her  allies — and  that 
the  price  paid  for  the  licenses  furnished  her  with 
pecuniary  aid  to  continue  the  war  against  us.] 

Mr.  G.:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  perfectly  understand 
the  honorable  gentleman.  But  I  am  speaking 
solely  of  that  principle  in  the  bill  which  prohibits 
commerce  with  neutral  nations — with  Russia, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  their 
dependencies.  Does  the  gentleman  mean  that 
we  should  destroy  our  commerce  with  these  na- 
tions because  through  them  some  scraps  of  our 
produce  may  reach  the  English  armies  or  colo- 
nies? Does  he  mean,  that,  because  Russia,  with 
Roman  fortitude,  and  Herculean  strength,  has 
crumbled  to  atoms  the  colossal  fabric  of  French 
.despotism,  that  she  has  forfeited  all  title  to  our 
esteem  and  friendship?  Does  he  mean  tha^ 
Spain  and  Portugal  are  no  longer  neutrals,  be- 
cause, in  their  days  of  despair,  they  acceptea  the 
aid  of  a  nation  then  at  peace  with  us?  And  be- 
cause Britain  has  thrown  her  veteran  body  be- 
tween them  and  their  gigantic  oppressor,  must 
we,  therefore,  refuse  them  our  commerce  and  our 
amity? 

Sir,  has  that  gentleman  observed  the  conduct 
of  the  people  of  Spain  and  Portugal  for  the  last 
five  years,  and  has  he  no  sympathy  for  their  suf- 
ferings, no  esteem  for  their  fortitude,  no  admira- 
tion for  their  deeds  of  exalted  heroism  ?  When 
empires  were  crumbling  around  them,  when  even 
the  northern  Autocrat  paused  and  trembled,  de- 
spoiled of  their  Government,  trodden  to  the  very 
earth  hy  the  myrmidons  of  France,  that  gallant 
and  indignant  people  spurned  the  chains  of  the 
arch  tyrant,  and  rose  en  mcast  to  rescue  their 
rights  and  their  religion. 

Sir,  eren  on  this  floor  I  have  heard,  and  my 
blood  has  curdled  while  I  have  heard  it — even 
here  I  have  heard  the  cause  and  the  noble  con- 
duct or  that  people  treated  with  scorn  and  con- 
tumely. 

It  is  true  their  rights  are  not  such  as  are  se- 
cured by  our  Constitution.  Nor  do  I  believe 
that  their  religion  is  wholly  unadulterated.  But 
they  are  the  rights  and  the  religion  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation.  They  are  the  choice  of  a  gal- 
lant and  noble  people — and  to  preserve  them 
from  the  basest  usurpation  that  ever  stained  the 
records  of  treachery,  that  people  have  sustained 
a  long,  bloody,  and  successful  contest. 

And  is  it  possible  that  the  Government  of  the 
only  independent  Republic  on  earth  can  adopt  a 


measure  intended  to  humble  such  a  people  be- 
neath the  feet  of  a  gigantic  usurper?  Will  not 
the  moral  sense  of  America  revolt  at  conduct  so 
flagitious?  Will  she  sufler  her  history,  at  the 
date  of  only  thirty  years  from  her  own  glorious 
strugele  for  independence,  to  be  blasted  by  the 
record  of  so  foul  a  deed?  If  she  will,  let  herxso 
longer  hope  for  the  smiles  of  Heaven.  Her  race 
of  virtue  and  of  glory  is  ended. 

But,  say  honorable  gentlemen,  '^  England  will 
obtain  a  portion  of  our  produce  through  this 
licensed  commerce  with  neutrals."  Be  it  so — 
what  is  her  benefit  from  that  revenue,  even  upon 
a  day-boclc  and  ledger  calculation,  compared  with 
our  own  ?  If,  indeed,  such^  a  calculation,  upon 
such  a  subject,  is  not  utterly  disgraceful.  When, 
preceding  the  war,  you  adopted  an  embarffo,  what 
was  the  situation  of  the  interior  of  your  Northern 
and  Eastern  States?  For  six  months  the  door  to 
exportation  had  been  closed  upon  their  surplus 
produce  by  the  rigor  of  the  climate.  The  war 
round  their  condition  as  the  embargo  had  left  it-^ 
so  powerful  and  numerous  were  the  ships  of  the 
enemy  upon  the  European  seas,  that  there  was 
no  safety  in  exportation.  Thus,  on  the  19th  of 
June  last,  those  States  had -in  prospect,  a  Sum- 
mer of  distress,  and  a  harvest  of  bankruptcies  and 
ruin. 

How  was  this  distress,  this  ruin  averted  ?    By 
the  use  of  those  very  licenses  now  so  loudly 
reprobated,  .and  by  that  alone.    An  avenue  to 
foreign  neutral  markets  was  opened.    Under  their 
protection .  your  surplus  produce  was  exported  ^ 
and  the  price  of  wheat  alone,  rising  solely  from 
these  licenses,  bears  ample  testimony  to  the  bene- 
fits which  your  farmers,  your  merchants^  and 
rour  whole  countrv  have  received  from  them. 
It  has  been  a  most  lucrative  commerce;  and  the 
paltry  sums  which  the  licenses  have  cost  have 
no  perceptible  check  upon  the  benefits  of  the 
trade.    In  return  for  your  produce  yon  have  re- 
ceived millions  into  your  Treasury,  and  tens  of 
millions  into  your  country.  ,  They  have  circula- 
ted   through,   and   enriched    the    body  politic. 
What, then,  sir.  though  Britain  does  receive  some 
advantages  from  this  commerce — your  advan- 
tages are  beyond  all  computation  greater.    What, 
though,  from  the  scraps  of  your  trade,  she  picks  a 
trifle  to  isupport  her  wars,  your  gams  are  lacom- 
parably  greater  and  more  essential;  your  surplus, 
and,  therefore,  useless  produce,  is  converted  into 
the  very  sinews  of  war;  into  active  capital;  ena- 
bling your  people  to  pay  your  oppressive  taxes, 
to  fill  your  enormous  loans,  and  Co  sustain  their 
fortunes  and  families  through  this  barren  Winter 
of  war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  solemnly  ask,  at  what  late 
stage  of  insanity  mlist  those  statesmen  have  ar- 
rived who  would  wantonly  cast  from  their  conn- 
try  a  commerce  so  advantageous,  so  indispensa> 
bleto  their  condition  ?  But,  sir,  we  are  told  that 
our  honor  is  at  stake — that  this  licensed  neutral 
commerce  is  "a  foul  blot  on  our  national  char- 
acter." 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  thatgentlemen  have  mis- 
uken  this  whole  matter,    unless  I  am  much  de- 
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ceived,  no  point,  either  of  national  honor,  or  na- 
tional character,  is  involred  in  the  question.    If 
we  were  at  peace  with  Sngland,  if  we  retained 
our  neutral  cnaracter,  there  would  be  some  foun- 
dation for  saying  that  it  was  dishonorable  to 
carry  on  a  commerce  with  other  neutral  nations, 
under  British  license.    In  peace,  we  should  hare 
dipeifect  Tight  10  such  commerce,  and  England 
would  have  nt  right  to  molest  us  in  its  enjoy- 
ment.   To  purchase  the  enjoyment  of  that,  to 
which,  without  money  and  without  price,  we  had 
a  perfect  right,  might  be  dishonorable.    It  cer- 
tainly woula  be  so,  if  we  were  able  to  vindicate 
our  right  by  arms ;  for  then,  as  an  independent 
nation,  honor  and  policy  ^would  both  noint  to 
such  a  resort.    In  a  state  of  peace,  therefore,  this 
bill  might  be  defended,  and  all  the  declamation 
about  honor,  character,  dignity,  and  magnanim- 
ity, might  be  applicable. 

But,  how  widely  different  is  the  case  before  us. 
We  are  in  a  state  of  warfare  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and,  as  to  her,  have  no  neutral  character  or 
rights.  In  relation  to  our  own  Government,  com- 
merce with  neutral  nations,  without  licenses,  is 
indisputably  both  legal  and  honorable.  By  the 
acknowledged  laws  of  war,  Great  Britain  has  a 
perfect  right  to  capture  all  our  ships,  and  seize 
all  our  property  on  the  ocean  ;  and,  of  course,  as 
far  as  her  maritime  means  extend,  to  obstruct  and 
destroy  our  neutral  trade.  Her  numerous  cruis- 
ei;s.  surrounding  the  Peninsula,  swarming  in  the 
Baltic,  and  covering  the  Indian  sea,  enable  her, 
in  a  great  measure,  to  destroy  our  whole  foreign 
commerce.  Thus  situated,  from  some  motive, 
whether  to  advance  her  own  interests.  Or  from 
sympathy  with  the  heroic  nations  of  tne  Penin- 
sula, I  will  not  stop  to  inquire,  she  chooses  to  re- 
lax the  rigid  rules  of  war.  In  certain  cases,  she 
abandons  her  right  of  capturing  our  ships  and 
property ;  she  relinquishes  a  right  of  war  in  favor 
of  her  enemy ;  and  these  licenses  are  merely  no- 
tices to  her  cruisers  to  what  extent,  and  in  what 
cases,  this  indisputable  right  is  thus  relinquished. 
They  are  taken  by  our  merchants  as  witnesses  of 
the  order  of  the  British  Government,  that,  not- 
withstanding her  belligerent  rights,  certain  por- 
tions of  our  commerce  shall  remain  unobstructed. 

Suppose,  instead  of  special  licenses,  an  Order 
in  Council  had  been  issued,  prohibiting  any  ob- 
structions of  our  commerce  to  the  ports  of  Ilus- 
sia,  Spain,  and  Portugal;  this  would  be  a  general 
license,  and  I  put  the  question  to  this  House,  and 
to  the  nation,  Could  a  commerce  with  those 
ports,  under  such  a  general  license,  be  considered 
in  any  degree  illegal  or  dishonorable?  No  one 
will  pretend  it.  Btit,  I  pray  you,  sir,  in  point  of 
principle,  as  bearing  on  our  character  and  ou^r 
nonor,  where  is  the  difference  between  a  com- 
merce under  a  general  and  a  special  license? 
The  modes,  it  is  true,  differ;  the  object,  the  ef- 
fect, are  the  same.  What  then,  sir,  is  the  argu- 
ment of  gentlemen  upon  this  point  of  national 
honor?  What  is  their  language  to  the  mer- 
chants of  their  country  ?  '^  When  dangers  cluster 
around  your  commerce,  when  exposed  to  certain 
capture,  when  insurance  rises,  to  a  total  destruc- 1 


lion  of  your  trade,  then  launch  your  ships  on  the 
ocean,  for  then  your  commerce  is  fair  and  hon^ 
orable  !  But,  if  danger  disappears,  if  the  enemy 
refuses  to  capture  your  property,  if  your  com- 
merce becomes  secure  and  lucrative,  then  chain 
your  ships  to  the  docks,  for  then  your  trade  be- 
comes a  ^  foul  blot  to  the  national  character." 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  possible  that  this  House  can 
adopt  a  measure  founded  on  grounds  and  reason- 
ing like  this  ?  Is  it  possible  that  such  spurious 
chivalry,  such  frenzy  of  patriotism,  have  usurped 
on  this  floor  the  seats  which  once  were  filled 
by  sober  wisdom  and  common  sense?  But,  per- 
mit me  to  ask,  wlio  are  the  gentlemen,  who,  on 
this  bill,  have  declaimed  ^o  vehemently  in  the 
cause  of  national  honor  ? 

Sir,  I  am  sensible  that  aiiy  reasoning  founded 
on  the  inconsistency  of  yoar  adversary  is  neither 
very  fair  nor  very  conclusive.  If  entirely  sue* 
cessful.  it  merely  proves  that  gentlemen  yester- 
day beld  opinions  which  they  do  not  possess  to- 
day. Certainly,  it  would  never  have  been  re- 
sorted to  by  me,  had  not  the  example  been  set 
by  the  supporters  of  this  bill. 

It  has  been  boldly  asserted  that  our  opposition 
to  the  bill  introduced  the  other  day,  to  suspend 
the  non-importation  act,  is  inconsistent  with  our 
pifesent  conduct.  I  regret  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  charge  had  not  conde- 
scended, instead  of  a  general  accusation,  to  men- 
tion some  point  of  inconsistency. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  reasons  so  ably 
detailed  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Rhode 
Island,  (Mr.  Pottbr,)  which  compelled  us  to  re- 
sist that  bill ;  but  this  I  aver,  that  they  are  in  no 
shape  inconsistent  with  our  opposition  to  this 
measure,  which  ctits  np.  root  and  branch,  all  ex- 
portation in  American  snips.    But,  with  tne  good 
leave  of  gentlemen,  I  will  point  you  to  another 
and  a  darker  picture,  sir.    The  *<  suspension  bill," 
as  it  was  called,  was  introduced  for  the  express 
purpose  of  procuring  reveniie,  and  its  passage  at 
this  session  was  declared- indispensable,  by  the 
honorable  chairman  who  reported  it,  to  sustain 
the  credit  of  the  nation.    With  this  view  it  was 
supported  by  its  friends.    To  obtain  money  for 
this  war  without  a  direct  appeal  to  the  people,  to 
put  further  off  the  dooms-day  of  direct  taxation, 
its  supporters  were  willing  to  open  a  circuitous, 
though  actual  commerce  with  the  enemy;  to  re- 
ceive her  manufactures,  and,  of  course,  to  send 
her  the  productions  of  our  soil. 

When  nine  months  of  the  war  had  not  expired, 
when  our  armies  had  met  nothing  but  captivity 
and  death,  while  a  whole  territory,  wrested  from 
us,  was  yet  in  British  hands ;  they  were  ready  td 
inform  the  enemy,  that  hostilities  must  stay,  un- 
less supported  by  her  commerce.  Mr.  Speaker, 
are  the  gentlemen  who  voted  for  such  a  measure, 
the  very  same  who  now  talk  so  flippantly  about 
the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  nation  ?  Do  those 
very  gentlemen,  who,  three  days  ago,  were  so 
eager  to  open  an  indirect,  though  actual  trade 
With  the  enemy  herself,  now  shrink,  like  the  sen- 
sitive plant,  from  all  advantages  derived  from  a 
neutral  commerce,  merely  because  the  enemy 
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abaadons  her  riffht  to  destroy  it?  Having^  swal- 
lowed the  camel,  do  they  strain  at  a  goat  ?  Sir, 
'^  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  ,to  fo  through  the  eye  of 
a  needle,"  than  to  refute  this  charge  of  gross  and 
palpable  inconsistency.  With  permission,  I  would 
propound  a  few  questions,  as  well  to  the  Govern- 
ment, as  to  those  sticklers  for  national  honor  and 
dignity.  How  is  it,  gentlemen,  that  in  time  of 
peace,  our  commerce  has  been  openly,  and  for 
years  protected  by  French,  Dutch,  and  British 
licenses,  and  you  have  remained  undisturbed? 
How  is  it,  that  when  our  Imperial .  friend  of 
France,  opened  his  ports  to  all  licensed  trade 
from  two  Southern  cuies,  in  a  jfew  Southern  pro- 
ductions, and  shut  them  to  the  remainder  of  our 
nation,  that  your  honorable  feelings  were  unmoved, 
and  your  patriotism  silent  as  the  grave  7  During 
this  whole  war,  in  the  open  face  of  day,  under 
the  very  nose  of  Government,  jlhis  neutral  com- 
merce has  been  constantly  prosecuted,  under  the 
protection  of  these  licenses  j  and  yet  this  bill  has 
calmly  slept,  until  this  moment. 

During  these  periods  of  disgrace  and  humilia- 
tion, where  have  the  patriotism,  the  honor,  the 
high  sensibilities  of  honorable  gentlemen  been 
wanderinff  ?  And  how  is  it,  that  at  this  peculiar 
moment  they  burst  upon  us  in  strains  of  chivalry, 
which  would  rival  the  Knight  of  La  Mancha  in 
the  paroxysms  of  his  disorder  ? 

Sir,  to  these  questions  I  expect  no  answer ;  it 
would  be  barbarous  to  press  them  further.  But, 
sir,  although  we  shall  bear  nothing  of  it  from 
those  gentlemen^  there  isa  clue,  which  will  guidle 
us  through  this  labyrinth  of  mysteries  and  incon- 
sistencies. The  objects  of  this  bill  are  not  what 
they  profess  to  be.  I  have  no  doubt,  that,  like  the 
act  to  suspend  the  non-importation  law,  it  is  pure- 
ly a  penurious  measure — a  Treasury  mlichine,  in- 
vented by  the  able  Secretary  of  that  Department, 
to  wring  a  few  more  millions  from  the  people  of 
the  Atlantic  States.  Sir^  to  my  eye^  the  band  of 
the  honorable  Secretary  is  apparent  in  every  part 
of  the  machinery. 

On  the  9th  of  February  the  Secretary  wrote  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  as  follows: 

<<It  appears  in  every  point  of  view  highly  Arable 
that  the  duty  on  foreign  tonnage  should  be  increased. 
A  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton  does  not  seem  greater 
than  what  is  required  for  the  protection  of  American 
vessels.  But  I  cannot  form  any  correct  estimate  of 
the  probable  addition  resulting  to  the  revenue  from 
such  an  increase;  much  would  depend  on  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  trade  carried  on  by  American  vessels  with 
enemiea'  licenses."  * 

In  pursuance  of  this  hint,  on  the  15th  of  the 
present  month,  a  bill  «vxs  reported  to  tax  foreign 
neutral  ships,  at  the  enormous  rate  of  six  dollars 

£er  too.  This  bill,  it  will  be  recollected,  came 
efore  the  House  on  the  same  day  that  a  resolu- 
tion to  tax  whiskey  was  rejected.  The  bill  was 
opposed,  because  its  manifest  effects  wotild  be,  to 
tax  those  who  vended  the  domestic  productions 
which  should  be  exported,  and  thd&e  who  con- 
sumed the  foreign  commodities,  which  should  be 
imported  in  these  taxed  neutral  bottoms.    These 


venders  and  eousumen  resided,  principally,  in 
the  Atlantic  States;  their  taxes  had  recently  been 
rendered  heavy  by  the  imposition  of  double  du- 
ties, and  nothing  would  be  more  unjust  and  wick- 
ed, while  the  South  and  the  West  remained  un- 
taxed, than  to  throw  the  whole  pecuniary  weight  of 
the  war  upon  the  Northern,  Middle,  and  Eastern 
States.  All  remonstrances  were  vain;  the  bill 
scarcely  squinted  to  the  South  or  the  West;  it 
looked  North,  Northeast,  and,  of  course,  passed 
with  the  usud  war  majority.  But,  sir,  while 
licenses  were  permitted,  the  venders  and  consum- 
ers might  escape  the  tax ;  their  produce  might  be 
exported,  and  foreign  commodities  imported  in 
our  own  licensed  ships.  The  Secretary  saw  this, 
and  resorted  to  a  remedy,  which  might  have  start- 
led any  officer  less  hostile  to  commerce  and 
less  greedy  of  revenue.  He  knew,  that  such  was 
the  British  power  on  the  ocean,  if  the  use  of 
licenses  was  prohibited,  neutral  ships,  at  least  for 
a  season,  must  be  substituted  for  our  own;  and 
thus  the  tax  would  at  once  be  augmented  and  se- 
cured. Hence,  at  the  close  of  the  paragraph, 
^hich  I  before  read,  he  says,  ''much,  (tnat  is, 
much  of  the  tax)  would  depend  on  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  trade  carried  on  by  American  vessels 
with  enemies'  licenses."  The  honorable  Secre- 
tary never  speaks  to  this  House  in  vain.  Unversed 
as  I  am  in  this  strange  mode  of  official  inter- 
course^ this  Court  language  of  nods,  hints,  and  in- 
sinuations, I  never  onae  dreamed*  that  theb-e  few 
words  contained  a  positive  direction  to  this  House 
to  destroy  our  licensed  neutral  commerce.  Not 
so  the  Chairman  of  the  Com  n^ittee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  (Mr.  Newton;)  he  was  filled 
with  new  light  and  new  activity;  and  this  bill, 
which  for  three  months  had  slept  in  his  pocket, 
was,  00  the  twenty -second,  thrown  on  your  uble. 
The  next  day,  it  was  pushed  through  the  Com- 
mittee, and  on  this  day  is  to  be  driven  through 
this  House.  D.o  not  these  facts  point  with  uner- 
ring certainty  to  the  author  and  the  objects  of 
this  bill?  Sir,  although  it  is  made  to  strut  oq 
this  floor  in  the  guise,  port,  and  armor  of  a  m- 
tional  champion,  it  is  nothing  more  or  less  tbaa 
a  poor  collector  of  revenue  for  the  year  1814. 

To  rebut  this'  irresistible  conclusion,  gentle- 
men have  pressed  iuto  their  service  the  last  Mes- 
sage of  the  President.  In  that  Message,  the  Pres- 
ident recommends  a  total  prohibition  of  exporta- 
tion in  neutral  ships.  In  pursuance  of  thatsug- 
gestton,  the  Committee  bave  this  morning  reported 
a  bill  for  that  purpose.  That  bill  prohibits  the 
carrying  by  neutrsus  of  every  pribcipal  article  of 
exportation  in  the  Middle,  Iworthero,  and  Eastern 
States,  while  not  one  Southern  staple  is  glaaced 
at  by  its  provisions.  Notwithstanding  this  char- 
acteristic feature  of  this  bill — notwithstanding 
this  unerringcriterionprovesitastraggling  relative 
of  the  old  embargo  family,  yet,  I  do  not  believe, 
that  there  is  any  serious  intention  to.  adopt  iL 

It  is  inconsistent  with  the  financial  operations 
of  the  country.  The  tax  and  license  project  is 
his  work.  The  non-exportation  project  is  the 
forlorn  offspring  of  the  President — by  him  only 
is  it  recommended.    If  thejce  is  any  faith  in  pub- 
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lie  docaueatSy  these  facta  are  undeniable.  Caii^ 
any  geDtlemao,  who  underataods  the  coDdition 
of  the  Cabinet,  the  relative  powers  of  its  compo- 
nent partsj*  doubt  for  a  moment  whose  project 
will  triumph?  Do  they  suppose,  that  in  this 
jostle  for  influence,  wit  will  not  prevail  over  hon- 
esty, intrigue  over  office?  Sir,  the  President  is 
no  match  for  the  Secretary — but  if  there  be  no 
clashing  of  influence;  if  the  Cabinet  are  united, 
then  We  have  a  right  to  conclude,  that  down  to 
the  22d  of  February,  when  the  license  bill  was 
reported,  the  project  of  the  Secretary  was  ap* 
proved  and  adopted  by  the  Government.  If  this 
be  so,  then  I  ask  if  it  be  possible  that  in  three 
days,  that  project  has  been  abandoned,  and  the 
very  reverse  of  it  adopted  1  Not  one  event  has 
transpired  to  produce  such  a  radical  change.  Like 
the  Yane  on  yonder  spire,  does  the  Administration 
change  with  every  change  of  wind?  Nay, more 
niutablethan  the  weathercock,  do  they  traverse 
the  whole  compass  though  the  sky  is  serene  and 
not  a  breeze  is  moving?  Sir,  at  this  alarming 
crisis,  when  stkbility  alone  can  insure  respect  and 
confidence,  the  Government  dare  not  incur  the 
contempt  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ridicule  of  their 
own  people.  I  do  not  therefore  believe,  whatever 
may  be  the  motives  of  certain  speaking  automa- 
tons on  this  floor,  that  the  bill  to  prohibit  expor- 
ution  in  neutral  ships,  will  ever  oecome  a  law. 
The  great  magician  does  not  null  his  wires  and 
dance  hie  puppets  with  so  weak  and  so  clumsy  a 
hand. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  in  all  this  I  Rm  mistaken,  if 
this  measure  has  no  financial  views,  hut  is  intend* 
ed  only  as  an  attack  on>  the  commerce  of  your 
merchants,  undejr  some  mistaken  notions  of  honor 
and  national  dignity,  I  have  then  only  to  lament 
the  infatuation  of  its  authors.  The  measure  will 
prove  wholly  inefficient.  Ii  may  harass  your 
merchants,  and  embarrass  your  farmers — it  may 
create  a  new  swarm  of  informers,  and  transfer,  by 
fines  and  forfeitures,  the  hard  earned  fortunes  of 
your  merchants  into  the  pockets  of  the  supple 
tools  of  Government.  But,  as  to  its  general  effect, 
it  will  entirely  fail.  This  Government  cannot 
change  the  nature  of  man^they  cannot  counter- 
act the  laws  of  nature.  While  the  habits,  the 
propensities  and  all  the  feelings  of  the  Ameriean 
people,  press  forward  to  the  accumulation  of  prop- 
erty, it  is  obvious  that  yon  obstruct  their  pro- 
gress. The  surplus  produce  of  this  country  will 
never  perish  in  the  hands  of  your  farmers — it  will 
find  an  avenue  through  which  it  will  reach  those 
who  can  purchase  and  pay  for  it — and  all  your 
penal  laws,  counteracting  this  irresii«tible  opera- 
tion of  human  nature,  will  only  serve  to  injure 
your  citizens,  and  of  consequence  your  country. 

For  six  years,  experience  has  been  constantly 
teaching  you  this  salutary  lesson — you  know  its 
troth  and  have .  acknowledged  its  correctness. 
And  yet  such  is  your  infatuation,  such  is  your 
zeal  to  imitate  the  despotic  examples  which  have 
shrouded  in  misery  the  continent  of  Europe,  that 
you  do  not  hesitate  to  repeat  and  reiterate  mea* 
sores,  whii^h  have  produced  nothing  to  your 
country  hnt  discontent,  distress^and  poverty  $  they 


will  never  produce  anything  better  $  let  them  be 
abandoned  ;  and  let  your  people,  in  these  times  of 
national  calamity,  not  be  compelled  to  believe 
that  the  Gk}vernment  of  their  choice  is  more  in- 
imical to  their  interest  than  the  Government  of 
their  avowed  enemy. 

Mr.  Roberts  replied  to  Mr.  Grosvehor;  as 
also  did  Mr.  Calhoun,  at  considerable  lengthi 
and  Mr.  BLACCLBoeE. 
.  Mr.  Wright  again  spoke  against  the  hill. 

Mr.  Pi«BA8ANTe  doubted  the  possibility  of 
reaching  the  evil  intended  to  be  ^[uarded  against 
by  any  statutory  provision ;  hot  it  was  yet  such 
a  subject  as  to  justify  inquiry  |  and  he  should 
therefore  vote  against  indefihite  postponement. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  said  a  few  words  against  the  bilL 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  against  the  hill.  Tha 
effect  of  it,  he  said,  would  be.  by  our  own  act,  to 
eat  off  all  that  part  of  our  trade  which  the  enemy 
did  not  destroy.  He  viewed  it  as  a  resucitatioa 
of  that  old  spirit  of  embargo,  which  he  thought 
we  had  forever  laid  when  we  commenced  actual 
hostilities. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  about  to  rise  to  reply,  but 
declined  speaking  from  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  indefinite 
postponement  and  lost — for  the  postponement  41, 
against  it  75,  as  follows : 

Yeas — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanae 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Bjdgham,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch* 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  P» 
Groevenor,  Ridiard  Ja^son,  jnn.,  Joseph  Kent,  Ly- 
man Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Archibald  McBryde, 
James  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Joseph  Pear8en»  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  WiUiam  Reed,  WtlUam  Rodman,  PhiUp 
8ltiart>  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  Sallivan, 
aamoel  Taggart,  Benjamm  TiOfanadge,  Uri  Traey» 
Pierre- Van  Cortiandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wiight^'-41 

NATs-^WiiliB  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Ste* 
Benson  Archer,  Etokiel  Bacon,  David  Baid,  WilKam 
Bamett,  Burwell  Bassett,  William;  W.  Bibb,  William 
BJackledge,  Robert  Bmwn,  William  A.  BurweU,  Wil- 
liam Batter,  John  C.  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  John 
Clopton,  Levis  Condict,  Wilfiam  Crawford,  Richard 
Cntts,  Roger,  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deshay 
Samuel  Dinamoor,  Eliss  Eaile,  William  Findley,  Jamee 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix  Grundy,  BoUiag 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper,  Aylett  Hawes,  John 
M.  Hyneman,  William  Kennedy,  Richard  M.  JohnaoD, 
WilUam  R.  King,  Abner  Laco^,  Peter  Little,  William 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  Mc- 
Coy, Alexander  Mckim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  James  Mor- 
gan, Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Stephen  Ormsby,  Iirael  Pickens,  WiUiam  Piper, 
James  PleasantB,  jr.,  Benjamm  Pond,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Eh^ 
nezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebe- 
neaer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybeit,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Geoi^  Sasith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford* 
John'  Tailiaferro,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner, 
jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Rich- 
aid  Winn.— 7* 
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The  question  then  recurred  on  concurring  in 
the  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole :  When  the  House  adjourned. 


Satdrday,  February  27. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  ^^  concerning  the  shipping  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  Stales,"  without  amendment, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  making 
alterations  in  the  Representatire  Chamber,  for  the 
purpose  of  ventilating  the  same,  Ac.,  and  alio 
introduced  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  that 
purpose,  which  was  twice  read  and  eommiued. 

The  House  resumed  the  considemtion  of  the 
bill  prohibiting  the'  use  of  foreign  licenses  on 
boara  ressels  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  amendment  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  haring  been  taken  up  and  concurred 
in — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chbtbb,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
for  the  purpose  jof  taking  up  certain  appropriation 
bills,  the  passage  of  which  was  indispensably 
necessary. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Naral  Establishment  for  1818,  was  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  bill 
making  like  appropriations  for  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment, passea  through  a  Committee,  and 
both  were  ordered  to' be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^^  the  better  to 
provide  for  the  supplies  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted State^  and  for  aecoantability  of  persons  in* 
trufted  with  the  same.''  The  Senate  have  also 
passed  the  bill  "  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  in 
the  public  sbipe  and  in  the  merchant  service  of  the 
United  States,"  with  amendments ;  in  which  hill 
and  amendments  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  said  bill  from  the  Senate  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jobnson,  that, 
when  the  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet 
again  to-morrow,  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatively eas  30, 
nays  45. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  '*  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
frigate  Constitution."  The  Committee  reported 
their  agreement  to  the  same,  and  the  amendments 
were  then  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

'  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions proposing  ainendments  to  the  bill  vesting  in 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  power  of 
retaliation  in  certain  cases  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  ana  was  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  considerable  debate  took  place.    Messrs. 


QrDINCY,  SetBERT,  CALB0UN,WRrOHT,  OrUNDT. 

Rrea,  and  Qoldbborocgh,  took  part  in  it. 

The  objections  to  the  bill  were  not  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  retaliation,  but  arose  from  the  opinion 
that  such  a  power  already  existed,  from  usage 
and  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  was  insepera- 
ble  from  sovereignty. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  with  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

REVENUE  LAWS. 

Mr.  duiNCY,  from  the  select  committee  ap« 
pointed  on  the  subject  in  pursuance  of  a  motion 
made  by  himself,  made  the  following  report : 

^The  cemmittse  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
principle  and  practice  adopted  by  the  Treasniy  De- 
partment, in  relation  to  the  revenne  lawis  and  to 
the  mitigating  or  remitting  the  fine%  penaJties,  and 
fbrleitnrei^  accruing  tinder  the  same,  having,  in  pur- 
suance of  that  appointment,  had  an  interTiew  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuzy^  and  examined  snch 
papers  as  they  deemed  necessary  for  the  due  execution 
of  their  trust,  addressed  to  him  a  letter  marked  A,  and 
received  from  him  in  reply  the  letter  marked  B,  with 
the  accompanying  document — all  of  which  are  annexed 
to  this  report^ 

*'  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  as  far  as  they  are 
enabled  to  jadge,  that  the  remitting  and  mitigatiDg 
powers,  exercised  by  the  Treasury  Department,  havt 
been  used  in  a  manner  liberal  and  jnsL  Yonr  Com- 
mittee have  not  deemed  it  their  duty,  from  the  terms 
of  their  authority,  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
the  expediency  i>f  relieving  the  Treasttiy  Department 
from  the  bnrden  of  exercising  this  discretion.  In  some 
cemmerdal  communities  a  similar  discretion  is  veeted 
in  a  board  of  commiesioners«  whose  numerous  mem* 
bers  Ibrm  a  check  upon  each  other,  and  the  publicly 
of  whose  proceedings  preserre  their  decisions  under  the 
semtin^  of  the  public  eye,  and  the  wholesome  control 
of  public  opinion. 

**  Yonr  committee  report  to  the  House  the  annexed 
papers  as  the  result  of  ^eir  inqaiiy." 

The  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

FOREIOX  LICEN8E& 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  passes 
iMoed  under  the  authority  of  any  foreign  Gk>r- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Roane  moTed  that  the  House  do  reconsider 
their  rote  of  concurrence  in  the  first  amendment 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  ; 
which  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  question  was  then  again  taken  to  concar 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoase  in  the 
said  first  amendment,  and  was  determined  in  the 
negatire. 

The  residue  of  the  said  Amendments  were  sev- 
erally concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Nelson,  that 
the  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole ;  which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  fiirther  amended,  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Q^ntROT,  that  it  do  lie  on 
the  table  ;  which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  qneation  was  then  taken  that  the  bill  be 
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engrossed  aad  read  the  third  time,  and  paved  in 
the  afiSrmatiTe— yeas  69,  nays  37,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Willis  Alston,  jr^  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  David  Banl,  Willitm  Bamett,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUiiam  Blackiedge> 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Lewis  Condxct,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cntts, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  £lias  Earle,  William  Findley,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
JL  Green,  Felix  Grnndy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
Aylett  Hawes,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, William  Kennedy,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Aaron  Lylo,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy  Alexander  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jr.,  Benjamin  Pond, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Sevier,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanns 
Bleecker,  Adam  Boyd,  Elijah  Brigham,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Langdon  ChoTes,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Ass  Fitch, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Chariee  Goldsborongh,  Thomas  B. 
Grosvenor,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewif,  jr,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  .  Newbold, 
Joseph  Pearson,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Wil- 
liam Rodman,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas 
Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  George  SuUivan,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Peleg  Ta}lman,  Pierre 
Van  Cortlandt,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard  White, 
Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright 

Orda^  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday. 

POWER  OF -RETALIATION. 

The  btll  giving  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  (he  power  of  retaliation  in  certain  cases 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  CIdirct  to  ad- 
journ— lost,  56,  to  16. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  by  the  following  rote : 

YsAS — Willis  Alston*  jr.,  William  Andersen,  Ste- 
venson Archer,  David  Bard,  William  Bamett,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Francis  Carr, 
Langdon  Cheves,  James  Cochran,  John  Clopton, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel 
Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Felix 
Grundy,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall,  John  A.  Harper, 
John  M.  Hyneman,  Ridxard  M.  Johnson,  William  Ken- 
nedy, William  R.  King,  Peter  Little,  William  Lowndes, 
Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Samuel  L.  MitchOl, 
James  Morgai^,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  St^hen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  James  Pleasanu,  jr.,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  TatialeiTO, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  WhitehiU,  David  R.  Wil- 
liams, and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — ^Abijah  Bigelow,  Elyah  Brigham,  Epaph* 


roditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jam^  Paiott» 
Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Lyman  Law,  Joe* 
Lewis,  jr.,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Elisha  R.  Potter« 
Jonah  Quincy,  William  Reed,  Willism  Rodman, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  and  Leonard  White. 

EXPORTATION  IN  FOREIGN  BOTTOMS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  intoa  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prohibiting^  the  exportation 
of  certain  articles  therein  mentioned  in  foreign 
vessels.     . 

Mr.  Calhoun  spoke  at  some  length  in  ezpla* 
nation  of  the  object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  duiNCT  made  some  obserTations  in  reply, 
and  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto 
the  followinjir  amendment,  as  the  contingency  on 
which  the  bill  should  have  effect:  ''whenever it 
'  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  he  shall  declare  by 
'  proclamation,  that  any  Qovernor  or  Lt.  Gk>v- 
'  ernor  of  any  British  West  India  Island  shall 
'  have  exercised  the  authoritj*  and  issued  any 
'  license  under  the  authority  given  by  the  Prince 
'  Regent's  Order  in  Council,  dated  26th  October, 
« 1812." 

After  some  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived, 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  ^oiNCT  moved  to  add  to  the  articles  pro- 
posed to.  be  prohibited  from  being  exported,  the 
following:  ''and  also  wheat^  floar,  rice,  tobacco, 
cotton,  indigo,  tar,  pitch,  rosm  and  turpentine.'^ 

This  motion  having' been  seconded  by  Mr. 
Williams-^ 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Ctrrra^  in  its 
favor,  It  was  carried,  by  a  vote  of  46  to  25. 

Mr.  GoLnsBORouGH  then  moved  an  amende 
ment  going  to  i^strict  the  prohibition  of  export- 
ations  to  the  British  West  India  Islands  and 
South  American  possessions. 

Bat  before  this  motion  was  decided  on,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

An(|  the  House  adjourned  at  6  o'clock. 


Mon  BAT,  March  1. 

Mr.  Lbwis,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate "  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  ''An  act 
authorizing  the  making  a  turnpike  road  from 
Mason's  causeway  to  the  town  of  Alexandria,** 
with  amendments;  which  were  read:  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Blackleuob,  the  bill  and  report 
were  postponed  indefinitely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbeveb,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  theconr 
sideration  of  several  petitions. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
"  the  better  to  provide  for  the  supplies  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  accountabilitjr 
of  persons  intrusted  with  the  same,"  without 
amendment.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  FiBK  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Raohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqoiie 
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into  the  Miieditnej  of  making  an  «ppto|»rUtioii  font 
pnrchaiing  fnmitare  and  other  arttdaa  neoeaiafj  for 
tbe  accommodation  of  the  Preiident'i  hoaiebold,  and 
lliat  thej  hahra  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othertriae. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
miaad  io  the  negative. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establish  men  t  and  of 
Ihe  Militia  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1813,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
tbe  support  of  the  Nary  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1813,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  the  better  to  proride 
for  the  supplies  of  the  Argay  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  accountability  of  persons  intrusted 
with  the  same,"  waa  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  anpual  bill  concerning  invalid  pensionei^s, 
fmssad  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  "bill 
f«gulatinff  the  employment  of  foreign  seamen  in 
the  armed  vessels  and  merchant  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Staxes."  were  again  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for 
certain  aitenltions  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  was  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

The  Hoaae  took  up  for  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  regulating  tbe 
•mployment  of  foreign  seamen  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  to  refer  them  to  the  Com- 
ynittee  of  Foreign  Relations. — It  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  GntrNOT,  and  lost. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rbao,  the  bill  waa 
ordered  to  lie  for  an  hour  or  two  for  consideration. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  tbe 
Senate  to  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pasaad  the  bill  ""  making  ap- 
propciations  for  tbe  sopport  of  Gkivernment,  for 
the  year  1813,"  with  amendmenu.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  the  bill  "authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  Daniel  Updike  from  bis  imprisonment," 
with  an  aaoendment;  in  which  amendments  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  Tbe  Sen- 
ate have  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  this 
House  to  their  amendment  to  the  bill  *' giving 
further  time  to  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  cdm- 
pleU  their  pay^ments,"  with  amendments;  tn 
which  they  oesire  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 
Mikd  the  Senate  have  also  passed  a  "joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  prescribe  a  system  of  military  discip- 
line." 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
^making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gor- 
ernment,  for  the  year  1813"  were  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 


RBICISBIOI^  OF  PORFBIt*URB. 

Mr.  Crevbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Vtneent,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 
made  the  following  report : 

That  the  facts  concerning  this  petition  are  contained 
in  certain  docoments  which  accompany  the  petition, 
in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of  the 
said  petition,  and  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of  St  Mary's,  in 
Georgia ;  all  of  which  are  herewith  reported. 

That  it  apnears  the  petitioner  applied  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  under  his  ordinary  powers,  lor 
relief  from  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  the 
importation  of  BritiiBh  manufactures  from  the  Spanish 
dependencies,  and  that,  under  the  said  application,  the 
Secretary  has  finally  and  definitively  decided,  from 
which  decision  the  petitioner  prays  to  be  relieved. 

The  committee,  therefore,  without  inquiring  into 
the  merits  of  that  decision,  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  improper  and  impolitic  to  revise,  by  an  act 
of  legislation,  a  decision  thus  finally  and  definitively 
made.  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolve : 

Resohtd,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted. 

TnaaavBf  DapASTMiSTTt  Fe6. 1,  1813. 

Sin :  I  have  ihe  honor  to  return  Thomas  ▼inoent's 
petition,  and  the  accompanying  documents. 

The  circumstances  under  whioh  possession  was 
taken  of  Amelia  island  are  known  to  the  committee. 
As  soon  as  the  fact  was  known  at  the  Treasury,  a  let- 
ter, a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  Was  written  to  tiie 
coHeetor  of  St.  Mary's,  enjoiniiig  on  him  to  continue 
to  consider  Amelia  island  as  a  foreign  port.  All  the 
acts  of  the  late  Governor  Matthews,  resperting  the 
taking  possession,  what  is  called  the  capiftolation*  the 
asking  bonds  for  Spanish  duties,  and  the  advice  to 
masters  of  vessels  and  ethefW,  to  proceed  with  prohib- 
ited mbrehandise  to  the  United  States,  wsre  altogether 
onauthoiised  and  illegal. 

The  moat  valuable  cargo  then  in  Amelia  island 
harbor,  was  that  of  Mr.  Stephen  Girard's  vessel,  which, 
together  with  two  or  three  more,  pioceedsd  to  the 
DeUwarc^  where  they  have  been  sMxed  and  lib^ed. 
The  parties  have  not  applied  for  a  remission,  bnt  con- 
tend that  they  have  incumBd  no  forfeiture ;  and  the 
suits  are  stHl  pending.  Hie  cargoes  have,  notwith- 
standing tile  opposition  of  Government,  been  restored 
to  the  parties,  on  giving  bond  for  the  appraised  vahie, 
wUeh  is  understood  to  have  been  the  prime  cost.  It 
has  been  stated,  but  whether  correctly  i  cannot  vouch, 
that  Mr.  Girard's  bond  for  the  ship  and  cargo  is 
9M6,000 ;  and' that  the  cargo  waa  sold  for  more  than 
f600,000. 

The  following  eight  cases  are  the  only  ones,  (those 
just  now  mentioned  excepted,)  in  which  prohibited 
goods^  to  my  knowledge,  have  been  imported  from 
Amelia  island  since  possession  was  taken  by  Governor 
Matthews.  In  all  of  them  application  Was  made  for  a 
remission  of  the  forfeiture ;  and  this  was,  in  all  the 
cases,  granted,  on  the  same  conditions  as  in  the  esse 
of  Thomas  Vincent,  which  is  in  tiie  possession  of  the 
committee: 

Julys,  1812w— Ship  NautQus,  Thomas  Vincent,  pe- 
titioner ;  goods  imported  into  South  Carolina. 
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Jtt]j8,  181S.— 49hip  EclipM»  Micth  Stone,  fox  P. 
Ghue,  petitioner  ^  goods  imported  into  Georgia. 

Jalj  9,  1818.--8hip  Charlotte,  John  Haelet  and  J. 
M.  Claik,  petitionerf ;  goods  imported  into  Soiitfi  Car- 
olina. 

July  13, 1812. — Ship  Julia,  Syl^nus  Howett,  peti- 
doner  $  goods  imported  into  Noifoik. 

Aagust  6,  1813<r--firig  Union,  Thomas  Cross,  peti* 
tiener ;  goods  imported  into  Portland* 

October  38,  181S.— R.  Riohardson  and  J.  Bolton, 
pstitioners ;  goods  imported  into  St.  Mary*s. 

December  14,  1812. — Strobel  and  Aspinal,  petition- 
ers ;  goods  imported  into  St  Mary's. 

December  14, 1812. — James  Blair  and  J.  Napier, 
petitioners ;  goods  imported  into  St.  Mary's. 

In  the  last  three  cases  the  merchandise  was  brought 
in  boats  across  the  St.  Maiy's  river. 

As»  in  the  case  of  the  petitioner,  the  merchandise 
•old  for  less  than  the  prime  cost  and  double  duties,  it 
is  only  that  part  of  the  decision  which  imposed  those 
duties  of  which  he  complains.  On  that  subject  I  will 
only  observe,  that  the  merchandise  in  that  and  all  the 
other  cases  could  not  be  legally  admitted  to  entrr  until 
after  the  remission  of  the  forfeitures,  all  of  which  were 
remitted  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  July,  and  after 
the  passing  of  the  act  of  Congrestf  imposing  the  don- 
hle  duties.  That  cooAlion  appeared  equally  consist* 
ent  with  equity,  and  with  the  law  then  in  force.  Witti 
rsspeet  to  the  bends  giTen  at  Amelia  istaftd  to  an  un- 
Mtfkoriasd  person,  it  ie  evident  that  they  are  a  perieet 
nnllityt  and  oaimot  he  leeovered  from  the  petttioness. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  the  same  rule  of 
decision  has  been  adopted*  and  the  forfeitures  remitted 
precisely  on  the  same  terms  as  in  the  case  of  the  **  tf  au- 
tUnS)"  in  the  following  cases,  via : 

1.  Brig  South  GaroUnar  arrived  at  ChailastoBv  finom 
Calcutta,  remitted  on  the  Idth  of  July,  1812 ;  tiie  oir- 
cumstances  of  which  case  were  stated  in  my  letter  of 
the  lOkh  of  December  last,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.- 

2.  Two  cases  of  merchandise,  imported  from  Can- 
ada, subsequent  to  the  declaration  of  war,  under  the 
apprehension  of  danger  from  the  enemy,  tiz  :  furs,  by 
J.  Jacob  Astor,  remitted  October  13, 1812,  and  mer- 
chandise by  David  Yantine,  remitted  November  17, 
1812.  Should  the  bill,  intended  for  the  relief  of  im- 
porters from  the  Britiidi  provinces,  since  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  be  rejected  by  Congress,  the  same  rule  of 
decision  which  has  been  adopted  in  those  two  cases 
WonkI  be  applied  to  all  the  others. 

3.  Nine  vesseii,  whieh,  being  eilliar  on  the  coast, 
muting  fer  oideas,  or  at  sea,  hound  to  foreign  ports, 
and  beng  informed  of  the  war,  cams  into  the  ports  of 
like  United  Stalee  to  avoid  capture  by  the  enemy,  via-: 

July  18,  lSl2b*--8ehooner  Mary,  ftom  Ltverpaol, 
arrived  at  Boston ;  Stephen  Higginson,  jr.,  petitioner. 

July  13,  181S«^8hip  Softh  Carolina^  from  Algezi- 
ras,  arnved  at  Philadelphia  i  Samuel  Singleton,  peti- 
tioner. / 

July  14, 1812«-48hip  Charleston  andLiverpool  Pack- 
et, from  Liverpool,  arrived  at  Norfolk ;  Edward  Howe, 
jr.,  petitioner. 

August  14,  1812. — ^Brig  Thomas,  from  Liverpool, 
arrived  at  Norfolk ;  John  S.  Trott,  M.  Blake,  and  oth- 
ers, potitioners. 

August  26, 1812.— Brig  Taber,  from  Montego  Bay, 
arrived  at  New  Vork ;  John  Patrick  and  John  Baker, 
petitioners^ 

August  2^  1812w— BMp  Jaion,  from  Ltreipoo),  ar- 


rived at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire;  J.  and  William 
Flagg,  petitioners. 

August  27,  1812« — ^Brig  Bmeline,  from  Jamaica,  ar« 
rived  at  New  York;  John  Patrick  and  Jacob  Fadi, 
petitioners. 

August  31,  1812. — Brig  Nymph,  from  Martinique, 
arrived .  at  Boston ;  D.  Patch  and  Ph.  Currier,  peti- 
tioners. 

October  12,  1812r*Brig  WUliam  and  Martha,  from 
Liverpool,  arrived  at  Boston;  John  M'Lean  and  D. 
Ellis,  petitioners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  d&c,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Honorable  LAWenoar  Cuarxs, 

Ckmrman  Committee  of  Waiffe  and  Memne. 

Tnaasonr  DaPAmTMiirr,  April  7,  1812. 

Sim:  I  learn,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Oeoige  Mathews, 
that  a  portion  i^  East  Fl<mda  has  been  ceded  to  the 
United  States.  Unacquainted  as  I  am  vrith  the  cup- 
oumstances  of  that  eventj  and  not  being  yet  informed 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  will  be  viewed  by  the  Govw 
emmeat  of  the  United  States,  I  can  only  direct  you  to 
continue  to  consider,  for  the  pfesent,.aiid  until  other- 
wise instructed,  every  part  of  East  Florida,  by  whom- 
soever possessed,  as  a  foreign  port  or  place. 

I  am,  dtc  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

AaaAHAK  BassatfT,  Esq. 

CoUeeiar  of  Si,  36iry*»f  Georgia, 

FQBBIGN  LICENSES. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of  Itcehaes 
or  passes,  issued  under  the  authority  of  any  for- 
eign Government,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Adi(  on  the  question,  *' Shall  this  bill  pass?" 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas- 59,  nays  32,  as 
foIiowB : 

Ybas — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Ardier,  David 
Bard,  WilUam  Bamett«  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  WiUiam  Blaokledge,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A. 
Bnrwel),  John  C.  Calhoun,  John  Clopton»  MHMam 
Orawftrd,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson*'  Samuel  Dins- 
aaoor,  EUas  Eaile,  William  Pindloy,  imam  Fisk,  FMet^ 
aon  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Gnen,  Felix  Qmody,  Ayiett 
Hawaa^  John  M»  Hyneman,  William  Kennedy,  Ahner 
Laooek,  Peter  Little,  Wiflimn  Lowndse,  Aaron  Lyie, 
Niithaniel  Maeoa,  William  McCegr,  Alcsander  MoKim, 
Ajmnah  Meteal^  Samnd  L.  Mitdiili,  Janes  Moigan, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson,  Anttiongr  New, 
Thomas  Newton,  WilUam  P^par,  James  Pleasanfes,  jr., 
Benjamin  Pond,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan 
Roberts,  Thoane.  B.  Robertson,  Ebeneaer  8age»  Lem- 
oel49awyer,  John  Sevier,  Adam  Seybert^  Samuel  ShaW, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charies  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  WfaitdiiH,  Datid  R.  Williams,  and  Richard 
Wihn. 

Nats — Abtjah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  Fruids  Can, 
Epaphrodtttts  Champion,  Langdon  Ghevee,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Asa  Fitch*  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  Joseph  Kent^ 
Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
William  Rodman,  Philip  Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B. 
8tiirge%  Sannel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Palof 


1161 


CONOBJBSS. 


1152 


H.ofR. 


Belaiions  with  France, 


MiwRCH,  1813. 


TalUnap,  Leooard  White,  Thomas  Wilign,  and  Rob- 
ert Wright. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  *'An  act  to  prohibit 
the  use  of  licenses  or  passes  issued  under  the  au^ 
thority  of  aay  foreigu  Goveroraent." 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROuoa.  after  observing  on  the 
propriety  of  the  House  naying  all  the  information 
on  foreign  affairs  which  was  accessible;  and  re- 
marking, also,  that  they  were  much  in  the  dark 
in  respect  to  our  relations  with  France,  moTed 
the  following  resolution : 

Ruohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the 
French  decree,  purporting  to  be  a  repeal  of  the  Berlin 
decrees,  referrea  to  in  his  Message  of  the  4th  of  No- 
vember last;  together  with  such  information  as  he  may 
possess  concerning  the  time  and  manner  of  promul- 
gating the  same;  and)  also,  any  correspondence  or.in- 
finrmUion  touohing  the  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  France,  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State, 
not  heretofore  communicated,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  it  is  not  insompatible  with  the  puUic 
interest  to  commttnieate. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  102,  nays  4,  as 
follows: 

YsAs — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Stev- 
enson Archer,  John  Baker,  David  Bard,  William  Bar- 
nett,  BurweU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Qige- 
low,  William  Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.Burwell,  William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  Frands 
Carr,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Gondict,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Roger 
Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  James 
FIsk,  Asa  Fitch,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbor- 
•ugh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thomas  P. 
Grosvenor,  Felix  Grundy,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Riflhard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WilUaia 
Keaaedy,  Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  L*- 
e«dL*.  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Peter  Little. 
WilMajii  LowndeS)  Aaron  Lyie,  William  MoGoy, 
.Alezaader  McKim,  Aranak  Meiealf;  James  Mtinor, 
James  Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  NeisoHv  An- 
thony New,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Stephen  Oimsby,  Joseph  Pearson,  Israel  Pickens^ 
William  Piper,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  James  Pleasants, 
jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiney,  John  Randolph, 
William  Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Wil- 
liam Rodman,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John 
Sevier,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffisy, 
€fceorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  PhUip 
Stuart,  Silas  Stow,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  John  Taliaferro,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams,  Thomas 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wrighti 

Nat S"— Boiling  Hall,  John  M.  Hyneman,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  and  Charles  Turner,  jun. 

Mr.  GoLDSBORODQH  and  Mr.  Kenneoy  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  present  the  said  reso- 
lution to  the  President. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  2. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Susannah  Wiley,  was  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement 
of  proceedings  under  the  act  to  regulate  the  lay- 
ing out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  "  a  resolution  re* 
questing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
present  medals  to  Captain  William  Bainbridge 
and  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Constitution." 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill  ^'for  the  relief  of 
Susannah  Wiley,''  with  an  amendment;  in 
which  resolution  and  amendment  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Spsaker  presenteda  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  remon- 
strating against  any  change  in  the  form  of  gov- 
ertiment  of  the  said  Territory. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MoftROW,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  pre- 
sented on  the  25th  of  January,  1813;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  select  com- 
mittee, to  Whom  was  recommitted,  on  the  27th 
ultimo,  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  alterations  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  Representative  Chamber,  were  discharged 
from  the  said  report. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili* 
tary  Affairs,  reported  the  joint  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States' to  provide  a  system  of  military  disci- 
pline, with  amendments;  which  were  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  amendments 
ordered  to  t»e  engrossed  sad  read  the  third  time 
to«day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TuRNfift, 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be,  aad 
be  is  bereb^,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out 
of  the  contingent,  fund,  to  the  persons  employed 
by  the  Doorkeeper,  by  virtue  of  the  antheirity  of 
tbis  House,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  each,  for  ex*- 
tra  services,  and  to  John  Oswald  DonnJ  for  bis 
services,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  amendment  o^the  Senate  to  the  bill 
^* authorizing  the  discharge. of  Daniel  Updike 
from  his  imprisonment,"  was  read  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  ^giving  further  time  to  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments," were  read,  and  the  first  concurred  in  and 
the  second  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
alterations  to  be  made  in  the  Chamber  of  the 
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HoDseof  Repreaentatiyes,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  "Ad  act  making  an 
appropriation  for  alterations  and  repairs  to  be  made 
in  the  Capitol  f  and  ^hat  the  Clerk  do  carry  the 
bill  to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  concurrence 
therein. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  general  staff  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  General  Staff  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

EXP0RTATI0N8  IN  FOREIGN  BOTTOMS. 

The  Honse  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  certain  articles  therein  specified,  in 
foreign  vessels. 

Mr.  Potter  moved  to  amend  ihe  bill,  by  in- 
serting, after  the  articles  specified,  the  words,  '*  and 
every  other  article,  the  growth  produce,  or  manu- 
facture of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Calbocn  opposed  the  amendment,  as  going 
beyond  the  system  which  had  been  proposed  by 
the  Cooamittee  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  their 
report. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  however,  by  the 
following  vote:  For  the  motion  40,  against  it  35* 

The  bill  having  been  gone  throu^n,  the  ques- 
tion was  stated  on  the  Committee's  rising  and  re- 
porting the  bill. 

Mr.  Wriost  opposed  the  bill,  as  going  to  pro- 
duce a  most  injurious  effect  on  our  own  agricul- 
ture, inefiectual  as  to  the  enemy,  and  incompati- 
ble with  a  state  of  active  war. 

Mr.  McEiM  said  a  few  words  in  reply.  The 
prohibition  of  exportation  in  foreign  bottoms  was 
by  no  meansj  as  the  eentleman  appeared  to  view 
it,  a  prohibition  of  all  exportation,  which  would 
still  take  place  in  American  bottoms. 

Mr.  LowMOEs  opposed  the  bill,  as  well  on  ac- 
count of  its  operation  on  our  own  commerce  and 
agricolture,  as  on  account  of  its  effect  on  neutral 
commerce,  which  we,  having  gone  to  war  for  our 
neutral  rights,  ought  to  be  the  last  to  slight  or  dis- 
regard • 

Mr.  Rhea  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  de- 
clared he  could  see  np  objection  to  its  passage  on 
the  ground  of  its  operation  on  neutrals. 

Nlr.  Clay  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  favor 
of  this  bill,  as  forming  a  complete  system,  con- 
nected with  one  which  passed  the  House  the 
other  day,  prohibiting  the  use  of  foreign  licenses 
on  board  vessels  of  the  United  States,  suited  to 
the  present  relations  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
the  proper  action  on  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Robertson  spoke  as  follows :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, 1  do  not  often  trespass  on  ihe  patience  of 
the  House,  but  I  request  their  attention  whilst 
I  state  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  compel  me  to 
oppose  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

I  am  the  more  disposed  to  do  this,  because  my 
i2th  Con.  2d  Ssss. — 37 


opposition  arises  from  considerations  in  a  great 
measure  peculiar  to  myself,  and  because  I  differ 
with  gentlemen  in  the  correctness  of  whose  opin- 
ions I  usually  concur.  Without,  then,  considering 
the  principles  it  involves,  I  reject  this  bill,  be- 
cause, it  is  not  in  fact  what  it  professes  to  be;  it 
is  not  a  restrictive  measure;  its  provisions  may 
operate  prejudicially  on  ourselves,  but  cannot 
affect  the  enemy.  In  one  of  two  general  systems, 
I  mt^ht  go  along  with  gentlemen.  Let  us  have 
non-importation,  non-intercourse,  and  embargo — 
thus  the  restrictive  system  may  have  its  full 
bearing ;  let  us  refuse  to  purchase  manufactures 
of  the  British ;  lei  us  refuse  to  furnish  them 
with  provisions,  then  we  may  be  consoled  for 
the  privations  which  we  ourselves  must  expe- 
rience, by  reflecting  on  the  grea(  evils  which  wt 
inflict  on  the  enemy. 

I  can  but  smile  at  the  patriotism  of  honorable 
gentlemen,  who  affect  to  starve  the  Enfflish  by 
refusing  to  buy  their  manufactures,  whilst  they 
inundate  the  army,  the  navv,  the  colonies  of  that 
nation,  with  a  profusion  or  all  the  necessaries 
and  luxuries  of  life — they  will  starve  a  few  mis- 
erable manufacturers,  wnilst  they  industriously 
feed  their  armed  men.  With  the  most  glaring 
and  barefaced  inconsistency,  they  object  to  ad- 
mitting ihto  our  markets  any  the  minutest  arti- 
cle of  British  manufacture,  that  the  inhabitants 
may  perish  for  the  want  of  means  to  purchase 
bread  ;  whilst  bread  is  exported  with  a  hope  that 
it  should,  indeed  a  perfect  certainty  that  it  will 
be  consumed  by  this  same  people.  I  cannot  con- 
cur in  these  half-way  measures.  I  voted  for  a 
repeal  of  the  non-importation  act.  I  hoped  that 
commerce,  sufficiently  hazardous  and  fettered  by 
the  present  state  of  the  world,  would  cease  to  be 
shackled .  by  ourselves.  I  hoped,  that  now  the 
sword  was  drawn,  we  should  carry  on  war  in 
the  usual  and  accustomed  manner— that  the  Gk)v- 
ernment  would  be  aided  by  the  receipt  of  revenue 
arising  from  duties  and  imposts — that  the  people 
would  be  thus  partially  relieved  from  taxes— that 
the  nation  would  be  strengthened  and  inspirited 
by  an  accession  of  wealth,  now,  more  than  ever 
necessary. 

But  whatever,  sir,  might  be  my  opinion  of  this 
bill,  viewed  as  »  restrictive  measure ;  for  other 
considerations  it  meets  with  my  decided  disap- 
probation. We  prohibit  neutrals  from  clearing 
out  from  our  ports,  with  the  productions  of  our 
country,  whilst  our  own  vessels  are  left  free  to . 
do  so.  We  deny  to  them  that  commerce,  which 
as  a  neutral  we  formerly  enjoyed.  Heretofore 
we  coinplained  of  the  injustice  of  belligerents, 
and,  now  that  we  are  engaged  in  war,  and  that 
.too  for  neutral  rights  ana  free  trade,  we  are 
about  to  practise  similar  abuses.  Aware  that 
some  apology  would  be  deemed  necessary^  we 
call  it  a  municipal  regulation ;  it  may  be  so — 
and  perhaps  we  are  borne  out  by  strict  law ;  but 
we  auempt  a  justification  on  the  ground  of  cut- 
ting off  our  enemy  from  supplies^  of  which  he 
stands  in  need,  and  which,  notwithstanding  his 
perilous  situation,  he  dares  to  hope  to  receive 
through  a  train  of  insoleat  artifices,  derogatory 
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to  the  iotegrity  of  the  Uoion,  and  diigraceful  to 
those  with  whom  the^r  shall  preraiL 

Now,  sir,  if  the  measore  proposed  coald  io  anv 
way  eouQteract  his  riews — if  it  went  the  full 
leoffth  of  prerentiog  him  from  procurioir  the 
mnoos  articles  which  his  necessities  require,  I 
confess  it  would  be  indictiog  a  pnoishmenc^  which 
not  only  the  laws  of  war  would  authorize,  but 
which  ttie  unprecedented  baseness  of  bis  late  at- 
tempt most  loudly  calls  for ;  but  no  such  effect 
will  be  produced.  For  what  is  there  to  prerent 
our  vessebi  from  transporting  the  products  of  the 
United  States  to  Amelia,  Fensaeola,  St.  Bar- 
tholemews,  there  to  be  deposited,  and  thence 
carried  in  neutral  or  British  bottoms  to  Jamaica, 
the  Bahamas,  or  wheresoever  else  they  may  b^ 
wanted?  And  again,  if,  notwithstanding;  the 
hostile  attitude  in  which  we  stand  in  relation  to 
each  other,  England  is  compelled  to  encourage  a 
trade  by  license,  will  not  her  necessities  equally 
induce  her  to  conniTo  at  exportation  7  Can  it 
be  doubted,  that  her  armed  vessels  would  not  be 
instructed  to  allow  our  provisions  to  pass  unmo- 
lested, when,  by  pursuing  a  contrary  conduct, 
she  would  be  starving  her  own  colonies  ?  And 
is  it  not  clear  that  a  traffic,  which  the  war  pre- 
vents from  beio^  direct,  would  continue  to  be 
eanied  on,  as  it  is  at  present,  through  interme- 
diate ports  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  present  scheme  seems  to 
me  to  be  merely  calculated  to  produce  yezation 
and  embarrassment  at  home ;  to  operate  with  pe- 
culiar hardship  on  neutral  rights,  without  inflict- 
ing on  the  enemy  any  injury  commensurate  with 
these  evils.  Sir,  if  g:entlemen  wish  to  reap  the 
full  effect  of  a  restrictive  system,  that  system 
must  be  riffid  and  complete.  Let  our  ports  be 
sealed,  let  uiere  be  neither  egress  nor  ingress,  let 
ue  neither  buy  nor  sell,  and  let  us  prepare^o  bear 
the  positive  burdens  of  active  war.  No  section 
of  our  widely  extended  Union  conld  then  com- 
plain of  f^cuiiar  oppression.  The  plan  would 
present  itself  to  us,  recommended,  at  least,  by  the 
generality  of  its  operation ;  by  the  impartialitjr 
of  its  character.  But,  if  this  cannot  be  done,  if 
the  shipping  interests  of  some  of  the  States,  and 
Che  manufketuring  establishments  of  others,  must 
be  encouraged,  and  if  others  still  must  steU  their 
wheat  and  flour,  let  us  pursue  the  opposite  course , 
let  us  sweep  restrictive  measures  by  the  board  ; 
thus  should  we  enjoy  all  the  advantages  which 
would  result  to  the  Qoveroment  from  imposts, 
all  the  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  individuals 
from  exports.  In  either  of  these  modes  of  pro- 
e^iog  I  might  concur ;  but  I  cannot  consent  to 
the  plan  now  submitted,  nor  acquiesce  in  the  wis- 
dom or  policy  of  our  existing  regulations.  They 
are  not  promotive  of  the  general  welfare,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  are  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  that 
portion  of  the  Union  whose  interest  it  is  peculi- 
arly my  duty  to  protect.  Yet,  I  cannot  help  ob- 
serving that,  howerer  under  their  oppressive 
operation  commerce  languishes,  and  Southern 
agriculture  is  completely  annihilated,  they  are 
tolerated  by  the  Eastern  States,  because  they  pro- 1 
mote  their  domestic  manufactures,  and  impov«  1 


erish  and  embarrass  the  Gk>veroment ;  and  they 
are  advocated  and  supported  by  the  Middle  States, 
because  they  consider,  or  affect  to  consider  them, 
as  very  patriotic;  because  they  inflict  privations, 
which,  by-the-by,  they  do  not  feel ;  and,  finally, 
because,  nevertheless,  they  are  enabled  to  sell  off, 
at  excellent  prices,  the  productions  of  their  farou, 
Thus,  sir,  a  feast  is  spread  before  us ;  but  it  is 
served  up,  however  splendidly  and  abundantly, 
in  shallow  dishes ;  and,  while  the  foxes  of  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States  lap  up  the  soup  with 
great  dexterity,  the  storks  of  the  Mississippi,  Mo- 
bile, and  Altamaha,  look  on,  perhaps  with  admi- 
ration, but  certainly  with  no  satisfaction  what- 
ever.   While,  sir^  the  spleen  of  hostility  towards 
the  Qoverament  is  gratified,  while  the  manufac- 
turing establishments  of  the  East  are  promoted, 
while  the  middle  section  of  the  Union  disposes 
of,  at  hich  prices,  the  abundant  harvest  of  their 
fields,  what  becomes  of  the  commerce  of  our 
country  ?  What  fate  befalls  the  agriculture  of  the 
South  ?    Our  cotton  rots  on  the  stalk.    From 
this  proscription  of  foreign  manufactures,  the 
grower  of  the  raw  material  is  irretrievably  rain- 
ed.   Possibly  he  may  sell  an  inconsiderable  por- 
tion of  his  crop,  for  contemptible  prices,  to  do- 
mestic manufacturers,  whilst  he  is  comnelled  to 
buy,  at  enormous  rates,  the  articles  wnich  his 
wants  require.    If  he  wishes  to  sell,  he  finds  no 
competition  among  purchasers.    Does  he  find  it 
necessary  to  purcluise,  he  suffers  equally  from  the 
want  of  competition  among  those  who  sell. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  measures  of 
which  I  speak  in  principle,  in  practice  they  have 
not  answered  expectation.  I  conceive  they  were 
honorable  to  the  Government.  They  bad  for 
their  object  the  rights  and  real  independence  of 
the  nadoa ;  but  the  embargo,  the  most  efficient 
among  them,  has  long  since  been  laid  aside;  it 
was  found  i mpossible  to  carry  it  into  effect.  How- 
ever well  intended,  whatever  good  was  fairly 
hoped  from  it,  the  result  expected  has  not  been  - 
realized. 

[Here  Mr.  R.  was  interrupted  to  make  way  for 
a  messsjge.    He  proceeded  :J 

Mr.  Chairman,  at  the  moment  of  this  inter- 
ruptioa  I  was  about  to  conclude  $  but,  one  word, 
befoie  I  resume  my  seat,  in  reply  to  the  honor- 
able Speaker.  He  has  said  that  the  bill  now  be- 
fore you  forms  a  part  of  a  series  of  measures  in- 
timately connected  with,  and  depending  on  each 
other,  and  having  in  view  the  same  objeet— re- 
taliation on  the  enemy.  I  confess  I  do  not  think 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  successful  in  ma- 
king out  his  proposition  \  it  certainly  strikes  me 
in  no  such  light.  If  I  deemed  bis  opinion  cor- 
rect, it  should  unquestionably  receive  my  hearty 
support.  Indeed,  having  already  voted  for  the 
measures  to  which  he  alludes,  I  should  feel  my- 
self compelled  to  do  so  upon  every  principle  of 
consisteocy.  To  meet  the  lore  held  out  to  some 
of  our  merchants,  the  bribe  to  induce  them  to 
violate  their  allegiance  to  their  country,  and  ro 
sacrifice  their  individual  honor,  I  gave,  most 
cheerfully,  my  assent  to  the  act  prohibiting  the 
use  of  foreign  licenses.    To  meet  the  unprece- 
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dented  burbaritiet  of  tbe  British  and  their  aaTttge 
allies — barbarities  which  fill  tbe  soal  with  indi^- 
natioD  and  curdle  the  blood  with  honor— I  hesi- 
tated not  to  consent  to  add  the  sanction  of  this 
House  to  principles  of  serere  retaliation  to  be 
acted  on  by  the  President ;  but  how  this  bill) 
which  merely  prohibits  to  neutrals  a  trade  which 
it  leaves  open  to  onrselres,  is  connected  with 
^ither  of  those  acts.  1  cannot  perceive ;  and,  hay* 
ing  already,  I  think,  satisfactorily  shown  that  it 
aan  produce  no  8en9ible  effect  upon  the  enemy, 
lor  these,  and  other  reasons,  which  a  want  of 
time  will  not  permit  me  to  state,  it  does  not  meet 
with  my  approbation,  and  cannot  receive  my  vote. 
.  The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which  w^s  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  following  business. 
.  The  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  staff 
of  tbe  Army  then  went  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and.  was  ordered  to  a  third  readin j^. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  reqnestug 
Ihe  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
prepared  and  laid  before  Congress,  a  military  sys* 
%em  of  discipline  for  the  Infantry  of  the  Army  and 
Militia  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  staff 
of  the  Army  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  51  to  34. 

The  House  again  took  up  for  consideration  the 
report  of  the  Committee  or  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  certain  articles  from 
the  United  States  in  foreign  vess  els. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Calboon  supported  the  bill,  though 
opposed  to  the  amendment  made  on  motion  of 
Mr.  QtuiNCT  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
-  Mr.  GiS08T£90B  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  When  I  had  tbe  honor  to  address 
you,  on  a  measure,  which  has  finally  passed  this 
House,  I  stated,  at  some  length,  my  reasons  for 
beiieTiag  that  the  Gtorerament  had  no  serious 
intention  to  pass  the  bill  now  before  you.  But 
sir,  from  a  furious  zeal,  this  day  manitesced  in  a 
certain  quarter,  to  drive  the  measure  through  this 
House,  I  fear  I  was  mistaken.  I  theMfore  deem 
it  am  indispensable  duty,  in  the  name  of  the  com* 
merciai  and  agricultual  districts  which  I  repre- 
sent, to  enter  my  solemn  protest  against  this  new 
project  of  the  Qovemment. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  any  argument,  to  show 
the  impolicy,  the  injustice,  and  ue  danger  of  such 
a  measure,  considered  as  a  measure  of  non«expor* 
tation.  The  task  has  been  most  ably  and  success- 
fully performed  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowhdbs;}  he  has  shown, 
that  connected  with  the  maritime  power  of  the 
enemy,  and  with  other  bills  alreadjr  passed  this 
House,  this  measure  has  all  the  blasting  onalities, 
without  even  the  few  equivocal  benents  of  a 
broad  restrictive  system ;  and  he  has  demonstrated 
the  irreparable  mischiefs  which  must  result,  from 
such  weak  and  mongrel  measures.  His  reason- 
ing has  not  been  met — it  cannot  be  refuted — I 
Will  not  weaken  its  effect  on  the  House,  by  at- 
tempting to  enforce  it. 

My  principal  object  in  rbing,was  to  examine 


the  grounds  upon  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calbouic,^  who 
Last  addressed  you,  has  rested  his  justification  of 
the  measure.  He  has  assured  us,  that  It  b  not 
at  all  intended  as  a  part  of  any  new  system ;  that 
its  object  is  in  no  resMHCt  a  prohibition  of  free 
and  fair  exportation.  Sir.  wnatever  ^entlemea 
may  intend^  it  is  too  paipaUe  for  denial,  that  this 
measure  is,  in  truth,  a  restrictive  and  an  anti-corn* 
merciai  measure,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
license  bill  already  passed,  must  operate  (as  far 
as  such  weekend  Jinnatural  measures  can  operate) 
as  a  broad  and  iron  system  of  non-exportation. 

But,  sir,  what  are  the  intention  and  the  objects 
of  the  bill  according  to  the  view  of  that  honorable 
gentleman :  *'  To  avenge  insult" — ^  to  retaliate 
on  the  enemy  his  attempts  to  destroy  us''^'*  to 
carry  to  his  own  lips  his  own  poisoned  chalice.** 
And  where  are  these  insults,  these  injuries,  these 
vital  attempts  of  the  enemyr  to  be  found  1  Henry's 
celebrated  mission,  after  rioting  for  a  time  on  the 
spoils  of  the  Treasury,  has  found  the  tomb  of  the 
Capulets.  And  although  its  ghost  seems  to  haunt 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
yet  sure  I  am,  that  a  thing  of  air  would  not  have 
inspired  him  with  all  those  bitter  feelings  which 
he  has  poured  fotth  upon  the  enemy. 

No  sir,  it  is  the  last  Message  of  the  President 
which  contains  all  this  dreadful  matter.  In  that 
Message  came  before  us  an  Order  in  Council  br 
the  Prince  Regent,  and  a  letter  from  a  British 
Secretary,  to  a  West  Indian  Gh)vernor.  Sir, 
by  that  order,  certain  West  Indian  ports  are 
opened  to  the  importation  of  articles  which  they 
wish  to  purchase,  and  to  the  exportation  of  pro* 
dace  which  they  wish  to  sell.  This  is  no  new 
practice ;  in  every  European  war,  the  belligerent 
mother  country  has  never  failed  to  open  some  of 
her  colonies  to  neutral  commerce.  By  this^order 
nothing  more  is  done,  and  so  far  from  any  insult 
or  injury  to  us  in  the  body  of  the  order,  our  na- 
tion is  not  even  named.  The  order,  however,  re* 
coffnises  the  letter  of  the  British  Secretary ;  the 
only  part  of  that  letter,  with  which  we  have  any- 
thing to  do,  is  contained  in  the  following  para- 
graph : 

'  *  Whaterer  importations  are  proposed  to  be  made 
under  the  order  from  the  United  States,  should  be  by 
your  licenses  confined  to  the  ports  ofthe  Eastern  Statee 
exclusively,  unless  you  have  resson  to  suppose  thai 
the  object  of  the  order  would  not  be  fiilfiUed,  if  licenses 
are  not  also  granted  for  importations  from  other  porta 
in  the  United  Sutes." 

Upon  this  slender  basis,  rests  that  mass  of  in^ 
vective,  with  which  the  President  has  been  pleased 
to  fill  his  Message.  Here,  and  here  alone,  can 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
find  a  provocation  for  the  bitter  anathemas  whidli 
he  has  poured  upon  the  enemy ;  and  here  alone, 
must  the  good  people  of  New  England  hunt  for 
"  those  degrading  insults,"  those  "vile  invitations 
to  treason,"  and  that  "  steady  purpose  in  the  en- 
emy, to  kindle  the  fiames  of  civil  war,  and  to  di»> 
member  their  happy  Union,"  which  have  been 
charged  by  the  President,  and  which  the  honora* 
Ue  gentleman  has  endeavored  to  establish.    If,  ia 
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truth,  such  be  the  character  of  these  English  doc- 
uments, they  surely  merit  the  disapprobation  and 
contempt  of  the  American  people.  For  although 
England  is  an  enemy,  yet  the  laws  of  honorable 
warfare  would  condemn  her  for  any  insidious  at- 
tempts upon  the  internal  organization  of  our 
Government. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  does  it  become  our  Govern* 
ment  to  mount  on  tnese  stilts  of  honor,  and  to  re- 
proach the  enemy  so  violently  ?  Have  they  fur- 
nished him  no  precedent  for  attacks  upon  the 
fealty  of  our  citizens  7  Have  they  forgotten  the 
first  proclamation  of  General  Hull  in  Canada? 
That  black  instrument,  it  is  true,  did  not  invite 
the  Canadian  subjects  of  Britain  to  a  peaceful 
commerce  with  the  nation — it  did  not  oner  them 
a  trade  refused  to  their  mother  country ;  but, 
transcending  all  such  paltry  expedients,  with  un- 
blushing turpitude,  it  struck  to  the  very  vitals  of 
their  allegiance;  it  called  them  to  rebellion  and 
treason.  Will  it  be  denied  that  our  Government 
is  responsible  for  this  measure  ?  Have  they  ever 
uttered  a  syllable  in  disapprobation  of  it  7  .  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  well  known,  that  its  first  ap- 
pearance was  hailed  with  unbounded  plaudits,  by 
the  whole  ministerial  party ;  it  never  has  been 
disavowed  by  the  Government.  And  to  this  hour 
it  has  not  been  censured  by  those  on  this  floor; 
who  now  make  the  "  welkin  ring"  with  their  de- 
nunciations of  the  enemy,  for  following,  at  a  hum- 
ble distance,  the  vile  example. 

Sir,  I  reprobated  that  proclamation,  because  it 
was  an  attempt  to  conquer  by  corruption,  by  sub- 
ornation and  treason,  instead  of  open  and  honor- 
able warfare.  And  because  it  provided  an  ex- 
ample, which,  through  the  whole  South,  might 
be  retorted  upon  us  with  bloody  interest. 

As  far  as  this  British  measure  has  a  similar 
character,  it  has  my  unfeigned  abhorrence ;  and 
if  it  would  bring  one  dollar  into  the  Treasury,  or 
add  one  soldier  to  our  armies;  if  it  would  erase 
one  stain  from  our  nationar  escutcheon,  or  stifle 
one  groan  of  our  sufiering  country,  I  would  join 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  scold  the  Prince 
Regent  for  his  sinful  conduct,  most  heartily  and 
most  vociferously.  Nay,  if  it  pleased  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  I  wouidf,  hand  in  hand  with  him, 
collect  all  the  curses  of  Lord  Peter,  and  all  the 
orthodox  anathemas  of  Dr.  Slop,  and  pile  them 
on  the  head  of  that  wicked  ruler.  But,  in  the 
present  case,  the  gentleman  must  excuse  me; 
without  some  prospect  of  advantage  to  my  coun- 
try, I  will  not  prostrate  her  dignity  by  heapipg 
wanton  curses  even  on  her  enemies. 

Sir,  I  grant  the  honorable  gentleman  that  this 
latter  is  an  improper  attempt  to  sow  dissention 
among  our  citizens.  1  agree  with  him  that  the 
attempt  is  as  weak  as  it  is  wicked.  I  give  the 
gentleman  all  his  premises.  But  I  contend  that 
tne  bill  which  he  has  reported  is  a  palpable  noit 
tequxtur  from  those  principles.  It  is  not  a  legiti- 
mate consequence  that  we  should  therefore  suffer 
the  gentleman  to  cut  up.  root  and  branch,  all  our 
neutral  commerce.  Wnat,  because  your  enemy 
is  silly  and  wicked,  does  it  follow  that  you  must 
become  insane?     Because  you  hare  been  in* 


suited  and  injured,  mast  yoo  therefore  eo&nit 
suicide?  Because  your  enemy  wishes  to re^ 
your  citizens,  will  you  for  that  destroy  their  eoa- 
merce  and  deprive  them  of  bread?  Weal  n 
my  opinion,  weak  indeed  are  those  Stale  log-.- 
cians  who  reason  so  perTeraeiy. 

But  "our  honor  is  inTolTed,  and  we  idiisItq- 
dicate  our  honor  even  at  the  expense  of  oatioul 
ruin,"  is  the  doctrine  of  the  booorable  geDtiemiL 
I  am  weary,  weary  of  this  perpetual  and  coefiBi 
din  about  our  national  honor.  Not  a  measBrefl 
more  than  ordinary  mischief  travels  throogbs^ 
House  unconnected  with  this  topic  of  decia- 
tion.  In  the  name  of  Dational  honor,  the  m- 
intercourse  and  non-importation  acts  were  &s- 
ened  on  the  people.  The  embai^o  was  s  hmk 
ful  sacrifice  at  her  shrioe ;  she  kindled  thefiia: 
of  war  which  are  now  consuming  oor  eoaatn. 
Nothing  could  purify  our  insulted  honor  but  n^ 
ers  of  human  blood. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  solemnly  demand,  wk 
is  this  national  honor,  this  object  of  mioisttrji 
idolatry?  Is  she  one  of  those  infernal  deitis 
which  can  feed  on  nothing  but  commercial  bsw 
and  national  ruin?  DiC^  she,  like  the decKi} 
of  a  Merina's  temple,  sit  abstracted  and  ferocjos, 
never  smilingr  but  on  national  distress,  nererprt- 
pitiated  but  by  human  sacrifice  ?  Then  sIk  3 
the  last  d^ity  that  a  virtuous  and  republican  pe- 
pie  should  worship.  But  this  is  not  her  c^ 
acter ;  she  is  a  beneficent,  healing,  and  cons; 
goddess,  allied  inseparably  to  public  Tirrae.p 
perity,  and  happiness.  Such  she  was  in  m 
days  when  the  great  Washington  pieswW* 
our  councils.  And  such,  notwithstandios «» 
misdeeds  that  haveJ)een  perpetrated  in  berBiw 
she  continues  to  this  day.  The  honorable  ga* 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  has  misukn^ 
character,  and  that  mistake  has  stamped  «^ 
upon  all  his  arffumeht* 

Sir,  those  rules  of  national  or  individw  W 
must  be  spurious,  swhich  require  that,  wiw 
an  insult  or  an  injury,  you  should  grasp tm* 
nard       '  '  '       " 

Mr. 
Derv  '—  —  - 

mannerin' which  k  irtreatwl  hj  the  Gore* 
ment.    The  enemy  chooses  to  onen  some  oi  «^^ 
colonies ;  she  prefers  that  the  benefits  oi » 
trade  should  be  received  by  the  ^^^^^ 
eastern  part  of  the  country.    What  her  mflj^ 
menu  and  views  are,  is  of  no  cooseqiieDce. 
not  believe  that  the  inducement  is  to  i>^DeDi 
country,  or  any  part  of  it,  for  the  Prince  B"JP; 
has  not  yet  published  his  « love  for  the  AfflCH'^* 

The  question  is,  whether  this  act  is  of  sj 
nature  as  to  justify  us  in  closing  the  poj^  V 
Northern  and  Eastern  States— not  ^^^*\zl 
land,  for  against  a  trade  with  her  ihef  »^.*"^ 
closed,  but  against  all  trade  in  neutral  stiip^   , 

Sir,  the  people  of  those  States  hare  comm^J^ 

no  offence  meriting  such  pttn*'^*°^^ ,  i,-irf 
have  already  felt  the  hand  of  Governffltf  f  ^^^^^ 
upon  them ;  and  surely  the  present  siaie  ^^ 
nation  should  admonish  gentlemen  not 
any  section  to  despair  of  better  daf** 
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The  hoDorabU  genUeman  from  Soolh  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Lowndes)  has  pertiDently  asked,  to 
what  extent  yon  would  carry  your  new  pribci- 
pies  of  honor  and  retaliation.  The  eneiby  spares 
the  commerce  of  the  Bast,  and  destroys  that  of 
the  South ;  you  must  equalize  them  by  destroy- 
ing the  former.  Ton  cannot  stop  here.  If  the 
enemy  bhcktudes  the  South)  you  must  emt>argo 
New  England.  If  he  bunks  Charleston  and  Nor^ 
folk,  you  mast  burn  New  York  and  Boston.  In 
fine,  anything  spared  in  one  section  of  the  Union 
by  the  enemy,  which  he  has  the  power  to  de- 
stroy, and  not  spared  in  another,  must  be  de- 
stroyed bT  our  Qovemment,  by  way  of  equal- 
izing the  Durdens  of  the  war. 

Such  are  now  the  feelings  displayed  in  this 
House,  and  in  this  Government.  Such  were  not 
the  feelings  when  France  issued  her  Southern 
licenses;  when  she  designated  a  few  Southern 
ports  as  worthy  to  enjoy  her  trade,  and  closed  it 
against  all  the  cities  of  the  East.  Such  were  not 
the  feelings  when  the  last  embargo  was  laid; 
when  the  Southern  States  had  mostly  exported 
their  surplus  produce,  and  the  Northern  and  East- 
ern States,  on  account  of  the  Winter  there,  bad 
almost  the  whole  on  their  hands. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  these  high  sensibili- 
ties, these  patriotic  feelings,  are  never  indulged 
but  at  the  expense  of  the  northern  and  eastern 
sections  of  the  Union. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn,) to  whom  I  hare  so  often  alluded,  was  dis- 
posed highly  to  compliment  the  oeople  of  the 
Northern  States.  He  declared  his  full  confidence 
in  their  fidelity,  patriotism^  and  honor,  and  he 
believes  that  th^y  will  not  only  spurn  with  con- 
tempt the  attempt  to  seduce  them,  but  will  hail 
the  present  measure  as  just,  honorable,  and  wise. 
Sir,  the  patriotism  of  that  people  is  undoubtedly 
as  warm  and  as  disinterested  as  that  of  any  peo- 
ple on  this  globe ;  and  if,  indeed,  this  were  an 
attack  on  their  honor,  they  would  need  no  such 
law  as  this  to  teach  them  their  duty,  or  to  eom- 
pel  them  to  perform  it.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  beliero 
that  their  patriotism  will  feel  insulted.  They 
will  hardly  be  satisfied  by  flattery  and  eompli- 
meat  for  this  attack  upon  their  commerce.  I 
would  not  be  surprised  if  thev  should  answer  the 
honorable  gentleman  somewnat  in  this  manner: 
^ Hands  offTMr.  Calhoun,  if  it  please  you;  we 
do  not  dislike  vour  compliments ;  indeed,  we  are 

g eased  with  the  notes  of  this  new  tune  from  the 
;>uth.  We  will  do  anything  in  reason  to^ oblige 
you ;  but  really,  sir,  to  be  complimented  out  of 
oar  commerce;  to  be  flattered  into  poverty;  to 
be  cowed  into  service,  is  a  little  more  than  the 
rules  of  civility  demand." 

Sir,  the  people  of  New  England  know  their 
duty,  and  they  will  perform  it,  without  these  an« 
necessarv  and  insultmg  tones.  They  know  their 
rights,  also,  and  they  will  protect  them  at  any 
and  every  hazard. 

It  has  been  avowed  on  this  floor,  [by  Mr.  Speak- 
er Clat,]  that  this  bill  is  only  one  part  of  a  con- 
templated system  of  rigid  non-esportation.   Have 


gentlemen  reflected  on  the  disastrous  consequen* 
ces  of  such  a  system  at  the  present  time  ?  The 
district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  is  a 
portion  of  an  extensive  tract  of  mercantile  and 
ap^ricultural  country,  extending  up  the  Hudson 
river  far  into  the  interior  of  Mew  York.  The 
merchants  and  farmers  of  that  country  did  believe,- 
that  when  you  appealed  tf  arms,  your  restrictive 
system  was  at  rest  forever.  They  had  a  right  so 
to  believe,  from  the  declarations  of  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  and  from  the  unequivocal  conduct  of 
Gk>vernment.  Under  this  belief,  during  the  pres* 
ent  Winter,  the  merchants  have  constantly  pur- 
chased produce  at  high  and  advanced  prices.  In 
the  numerous  villages  scattered  on  either  side  of 
the  Hudson  river,  and  over  immense  tracts  far  to 
the  west  of  it,  the  stores  are  groaning  w;ith  the 
productions  of  their  soil.  Sir,  when  the  Spring 
opens,  they  will  find  all  their  prospects  blasted, 
and  bankruptcy  staring  in  their  faces.  Through 
the  whole  iroxen  interior  of  the  North  and  East, 
the  condition  of  the  merchants  and  farmers  is 
similar,  and  similar  disastrous  consequences  will 
be  realized. 

We  are  involved  in  war  with  a  nation  powerful 
in  her  resources,  clothed  in  complete  armor,  and 
to  whom,  from  long  habit,  a  state  of  warfare  has 
become  almost  a  national  condition.  We  need 
all  our  resources  and  all  our  energies  to  save  this 
war  from  a  disgraceful  conclusion.  What  then 
but  madness  can  dictate  a  policy  tending  to  dry 
up  our  resources  and  paralyze  our  energies. 
Wounded  by  the  spear  of  war,  what  but  down- 
right political  quackery  could  prescribe  those  "  re- 
strictive" nostrums,  to  restore  the  nation  to  health 
and  vigor?  Are  the  old  chimerical  notions  of 
starving  the  enemy,  yet  floating  in  the  brains  of 
gentlemen  ?  In  despite  of  experience,  do  they 
yet  believe  that  our  blessed  country  alone  can 
produce  food  for  the  world?  Are  the  countries 
of  the  Baltic  and  Caspian  seas  no  longer  cultiva- 
ted 7  Has  the  Nile  ceased  to  fructify  the  flelds 
of  Egypt  ?  Have  Sicily  and  the  Barbery  coasts 
returned  to  a  barren  state  of  nature  1  Has  France 
herself  acreed  to  bury  her  surplus  breadstuff's  in 
the  earth  ?  Or  has  England  lost  that  ascendency 
on  the  ocean,  and  forgot  all  those  commercial  arts, 
by  which  she  was  wont  to  procure  supplies  from 
all  those  countries?  Seven  years  of  restrictions 
have  in  vain  been  tried.  Your  enemy  has  laughed 
you  to  scorn,  and  your  own  people  have  cursed 
the  policy  that  crushed  their  prosperity.  There  is 
no  doubt,  that,  as  at  the  time  you  laid  the  embargO} 
the  closing  of  your  ports  now,  might  produce  a 
temporary  inconvenience  to  the  enemy;  but  the 
measure  Would  finally  and  permanently  recoil  on 
our  merchants,  and  even  farmers.  These  men 
have,  therefore,  a  deep  and  vital  interest  in  this 
question.  Twice  already  they  have  been  sacri-- 
need  to  test  the  efficacy  of  our  ''restrictive  ener* 
gies." 

po  you  intend  again  (o  stretch  them  on  the  raclL 
again  to  cover  the  country  with  sackcloth  and 
ashes  ?  Is  another  brood  of  "  restrictive'^  harpies, 
more  unseemly  and  more  hungry  than  their  pre- 
jde^isors,  to  be  let  bose  among  them  ?    And  is 
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this  bill  a  pioDeer  lo  the  aew  swarms  of  "  oonti- 
BisntaP  loeasu  1 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shudder  when  I  behold  that  aoti- 
commercial  demon,  which  for  seven  years  has 
been  plotted  with  the  mangled  limbs  of  commerce, 
still  hovering  about  this  bilL  The  deluded  peo- 
ple did  believe  that,  when  '^  vou  let  slip  the  dogs 
of  war,"  the  monster  had  fallen,  never  again  to 
tfample  down  their  rights,  or  devour  the  remnant 
of  their  pros]>erity.  They  were  mistaken.  He 
has  risen  invigorated  from  the  blow;  like  the 
horse  leeeh,  he  continues  to  cry,  **give,  give  I" 
He  never  will  be  satisfied  while  the  farmers  of 
the  North  and  the  East  are  prosperous  and  pow- 
erful, or  while  the  ships  of  an  independent  mer- 
chant, float  safely  and  succesdully  on  the  ocean. 
Sir.  I  do  trust  in  Heaven,  that  the  people  of  this 
Union  will  not  sleep  forever — I  do  trust,  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  rulers  of  this  nation 
shall  be  compelled  again  to  travel  in  the  paths  of 
peace,  commerce,  mid  honor.  I  do  trust  that  this 
new  system,  fraught  as  it  is  with  new  destructioo, 
will  meet  an  effectual  overthrow.  On  this  floor, 
I  have  no  hope  of  such  an  event.  The  current 
of  influence  is  here  too  strong  to  be  reasted*  But 
if  the  Ctod  of  nations  ^  doth  seek  our  rulers,  and 
hath  given  our  Senators  wisdom,''  it  must  find 
its  grave  in. the  other  branches  of  the  Qovern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Q,uiNCT  opposed  the  bill,  and  after  some 
remarks  from  Mr.  Blaoklbooi  in  refrfy  to  him, 
the  question  on  concarring  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  their  amendment  was  taken,  to 
wit :  to  strike  out  from  the  fifth  line  of  the  first 
section,  the  words,  ^  and  every,"  and  to  insert, 
''  wheat,  flour,  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  indigo,  tar, 
pitch,  or  turpentine,  or  any  other  article,  the 

growth,  produce,  or  manufiicture,  of  the  United 
tates:"    And  iiassed  in  the  affirmative-^yeas 
09,  nays  29,  as  fdllows: 

^BAS — ^WiUiam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Da- 
vid Bard,  WiUism  BameCt,  WiUiam  W.  Bihb,  Abijah 
Big«iow>  Elnah  Biigham,  Fvancia  Can,  Epaphroditoi 
Champion*  Langdmi  Chsves,  John  Clopton,  Lewis 
G<mdiet»  William  Crawford,  John  Dawaon,  Joaeph 
Beaha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor»  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott, 
WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Asa  Fitch,  MeahacdL 
Franklin*  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles  Goldsbovough, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  BoUing  HaU, 
Arlett  Hawea,  Jacob  Hu^,  Bichard  Jackaon,  Jan., 
WiUiam  Kennedy,  Lyman  Law,  Peter  Little,  WiUiam 
Lowndes,  Aaron  Lvlfl^  Thomas  Moore,  WiUiam  Mo- 
Coy,  Alezander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Jamea 
Morgan,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moieley,  An- 
thony New,  Thomaa  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Ste- 
phen Ormiby,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  James  Pleasants, 
junior,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Jodah  Qoincy,  Wm.  Reed, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Thomaa  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Bbeneaer  SeaTor,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smith,  RadiArd  Stanfcrd,  Silaa  Stow,  William  Strong, 
Lewis  B.  Storgeai  Samuel  Taggart,  John  TaUaferro, 
Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Laban  Wheaton,  Leonard 
White,  Robert  WhitriuU,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — ^Willie  Alston,  junior,  John  BUur,  BuxweU 
Baasett,  Wm.  Blackledge,  Robert  Brown,  WUIiam 
Buflex,  John  C.  CaUioun,  Jamea  Cochran,  Roger  Da- 
vis, EUas  Barle,  Peterson  Ctoodwyn,  Obed  HaUi  iessph 


Kent,  WUttasB  R.  King,  Abner  Laooek,  Joaeph  Lewla, 
junior,  Hugh  Nelaon,  Joaeph  Pearson,  braei  Pickens, 
William  Piper,  John  Randdidi,  John  Rhea,  John 
Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomaa  B.  Robertson,  WU- 
Iiam Rodaoan,  Daniel  Shefisy,  Charies  Tuner,  jma^ 
and  Richard  Winn. 

'  The  other  amendments,  reported  by  the  Cooa- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  were  then  coaourred 
in :  and  a  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Qoldb* 
BOROUOH,  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  after 
the  word  "thereof,"  the  words  "for  any  port  ia 
the  British  West  Indies,  and  in  the  British  do* 
minions  on  the  continent  of  South  America," 
and  the  question  being  taken,  it  wms  determine 
in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  bill  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time ;  and  passed  ia 
the  affirmative — yeas  59,  nays  45,  as  follows  : 

TsAs — WUIiam  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Da- 
vid Bard,  William  Bamett,  Burwell  Baaaett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  Jamea  Cochran,  John  Clopton,  Lewis  Con- 
diet,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutta,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Bliss  Earie,  William 
Findley,  JaUiea  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Petsraon 
Ooodwyn,  Isaia)i  L.  Green,  Boiling  Hall,  Obed  Hall, 
Aylett  Hawes,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Thomaa  Moore,  William  McCoy,  Alezander 
MoKim,  Arunah  Metcali;  Samuel  L.  MitehUl,  James 
Morgan,  Jersmish  Moirow,  Hugh  Nebon,  Anthony 
New,  Thomss  Newton,  Stephen  Ormaby,  William 
Piper,  Jamea  Plessanta,  ir.,  Slisha  R.  Potter,  WiUiam 
Reed,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane, 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Bbeneier  Sealer,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Ckorge  Smith,  William  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats— John  Baker,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William 
Blackledge,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  Elijah  Brigfaam, 
Frauds  Cair,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  DaTenport,  junior, 
WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Aaa  Fitch,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Thooaaa  P.  Oroavenor,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Joseph  Kent,  Wil- 
liam  R.  King,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn^  Wil* 
liam  Lowndss,  James  Mflnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pesrson,  Tiasothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Josiah  Quinsy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  B. 
Robertson,  Wm*  Rodmsn,  Thomss  Sammons,  Lea|uel 
Saw:rer,  Daniel  She£Eey,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanfad, 
Lewis  B.  Stores,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beigamin  TaU- 
madge, Peleg  TaUman^  Laban  Wheaton,  TieonarA 
White,  Thomas  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time  to-day,  which  was^aocordiogly  dotie^  and  the 
biU  passed* 

CONSTITUTION  AND  JAVA* 

The  House  took  up  for  eonsideration  the  res- 
olution from  the  Senate  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  present  to  Captain  Wil- 
liam Bainhridge  a  gold  medal,  with  suitable  in- 
seriptions,  and  to  the  offieers  of  the  frisaie  Con- 
stttution  silver  medals,  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  hy  Congress  of  their  gallantry 
and  skill  in  achieving  the  capture  and  destroe* 
tion  of  the  British  frigate  Java ;  whieh  was  read 
three  times,  «ttd  passed. 
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The  House  went  iato  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  allowiiiff  a  bountv  to  priva- 
teen ;  but  the  Committee  EeiDg  Qnable  to  pro- 
gress for  want  of  a  qo6rum,  it  rose  and  reported 
the  fact  to  the  House ;  and  the  bill  and  report 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wbombsdat,  March  3. 

The  BpBACsa  kid  before  the  House  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, praying  that  further  time  may  be  allow- 
ed to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
their  payments ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Cbbtbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  the  bill-  from  the  Senate 
'^for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  G.  Ingraham,  Alex- 
asder  Phosnix,  and  William  Nexsen,  jr.,"  with 
amendments ;  which  was  read,  and  amed  to  by 
the  House^and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  The  said  amendments  being  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  pa^ed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Courts  in 
the  respective  districts  of  New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  authorize  the  district  judges  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  take  affidavits  and  bail  in 
certain  cases,"  with  amendments;  the  bill  "alter- 
ing the  time  for  holding  the  district  court  in  the 
district  of  Maine ;  the  bill  "  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States^  for  the  year  1813,"  with  amendments ;  the 
bill  "makioff  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  fistablbhment,  and  of  the  Volunteer 
militia  in  the  actusl  service  of  the  United  Scaten 
for  the  year  1813;"  the  bill  "supplementary  to 
an  act  for  increasing  the  Navv  of  the  United 
States,"  with  amendments.  Toe  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill  **i^uthorizittg  the  payment  for 
wagons  and  teams  captured  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy;"  in  all  which  amendments  and  bill  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment for  wagons  and  teams  captured  or  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  was  read  twice,  and,  on  motion, 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  *'to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  courts  in 
the  respective  districts  of  New  York  and  Yir- 
ginia,  aiid  to  authorize  the  district  judges  to  ap 
point  commissioners  to  take  affidavits  and  bail  in 
certain  cases."  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
''supplementary  to  an  act  for  increasing  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,"  wer6  read,  ana  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

llie  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1813," 
were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 


The  House  then  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  amendments- 
The  Committee  reported  their  agreement  thereto,, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  th^ 
House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill.  It  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  the  third  time  to-day.  The  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbbd, 

JResolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  report  to  this  House, 
at  the  next  session  of  Conffress,  a  statement  0| 
the  number  of  Navy  Yards  Delonsdag  to,  and  oo- 
cupled  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  the  a^ 
commodations  provided  in  each,  with  the  num- 
ber of  officers  and  men  attached  to  each,  with 
their  rank  and  pay ;  also,  the  quantity  and  spor 
eies  of  timb^  provided  iu  each.  Also,  a  state* 
ment  of  the  expenditures  made  in  each  yard  dur* 
ing  the  ^ear  1811  and  1812;  the  number  of  ves- 
sels repaired  during  that  time,  with  the  specie^ 
quantity,  and  cost  of  repairs  on  each  vessel,  and 
the  manner  in  which  such  repairs  have  been 
made,  whether  by  contract  or  otherwise,  and  the 
terms.  AUo,  the  amount  of  timber  provided 
under  the  law  making  an  annual  appropriation 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  contracts  made  under  said  act,  and 
the  terms  thereof:  Also,  the  number  of  officers 
in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  their 
rank,  pay,  and  employ. 

Mr.  Uheves,  from  the  committee  of  naral 
inquiry,  appointed  at  the  last  session,  reported 
that  the  committee  had  collected  many  facts,  but, 
owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  business,  bad  not 
been  able  to  conclude  the  proposed  investigation. 
The  facts  which  the  committee  had  conected. 
however,  he  thought  might  be  materially  useful 
to  the  Navy  Department ;  and  he  therefore  moved 
to  refer  the  documents  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. — Agreed  to 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ury  to  provide  new  certificates  of  registry,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  allowing  a  bounty  to  privateers  was 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  under  the  irapressidn 
that  it  could  sot  be  acted  on  at  the  present  ses* 
sion. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
representatives  of  Samuel  Lapsley,  deceased,  weft  t 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and  passed ;  as  also  was  the  bill 
continuing  in  foree  th»  act  declaring  the  aseeht 
of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Qeot* 
gia  imposing  certain  port  duties,  the  latter  beiifg 
much  opposed,  and  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  49 
to  28,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Willis  Alsten,  Jr.,  WiHiam  Atidersoa,  WO- 
Iiam  Bamett,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilUsa  W.  Blfib^ 
William  Blaoklsdge,  Robert  Brown,  John  G.Oalhoup, 
Langdon  Chevss,  John  Clopton,  Roger  Davis,  Jose^ 
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DMha,  Samuel  Dioamoor,  Meahack  Franklis,  Boltiag 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawea,  Joseph  Ken|,  William 
R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter  Little,  Wm.  Lowndea, 
Aaron  Ljle,  William  McCoy,  Alexander  McKim, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Ormsby,  Israel  Pickens, 
Wm.  Piper,  James  Pleasants,  jun.,  John  Rhea,  Jona- 
than Roberts,  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  William  Rod- 
man, Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  William  Strong,  John 
Taliaferro,  George  M.  Troop,  Robert  Whitehill,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — Stevenson  Archer,  John  Baker,  Abijah 
jDigelow,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Lewis  Condict, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely, 
James  Fisk,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Tho- 
mas P.  Grosvenor,  Jacob  Hufty,  Lyman  Law,  Joseph 
Lewie,  jun.,  James  Morgan,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Peareon,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Ebeneser 
Seaver,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  and  Leonard  White. 

And  there  beiD|;  but  little  business,  and  much 
difficulty  in  keeping  a  quorum,  the  House  ad- 
journed to  5  o'clock. 

Evening  Siitingf  5  o'clock. 

The  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
Louis  Chacheriej  and  for  the  relief  of  Washing- 
ton Lee,  went  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  roll  of  the  per- 
sons holdinff  office  or  employment  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  a 
resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  27th  January ;  and 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  very  desultory  con7ersation  took  place  on 
the  printing  this  document;  which  was  at  length 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  yeas  and  nays,  78  to  13. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  compliance  with  the  res- 
lution  of  the  House,  of  Monday,  transmitting 
certain  documents  touching  our  relations  with 
France,  not  heretofore  communicated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawter, 

Resolved  unanimouelyy  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  presented  to  Henry  Clay,  in  testimony 
of  their  approbation  of  bis  conduct  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  ardiioos  duties  assigned  him  while 
in  the  Chair. 

Whereupon,  the  Hon.  Spbakxr  rose  and  made 
the  following  obserYations:' 

"I  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  testimony  you 
liaYejusteo  kindly  deUvered  in  approbation  of  my  con- 
duet  in  the  Chair.  Amidst  the  momaitoas  subjects  of 
deliberation  whidi  undoubtedly  distinguish  the  12th 
Congress  as  the  most  memorable  in  the  annals  of 

.  America,  it  has  been  a  source  of  animating  consolation 
to  me,  that  I  have  never  failed  to  experience  the  liberal 
yupport  of  gentlemen  in  all  quarters  of  the  House.  If 
in  toe  moment  of  ardent  debate,  when  all  have  been 
atniggling  to  maintain  the  best  interests  of  our  beloved 
country  as  they  have  appeared  to  us  respectively,  causes 
of  irritation  have  occurred,  let  us  consign  them  to  ob- 

^  livion,  and  let.  us  in  the  painful  separation  which  is 


about  to  ensue,  perhaps  forever,  cherish  and  cultivate  a 
recollection  only  of  the  many  agreeable  hours  we  have 
spent  together.  Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  express  the 
fervent'wish  that  one  and  all  of  you  may  enjoy  all  pos- 
sible individual  happiness,  and  that  in  the  return  to 
your  several  homes  you  may  have  pleasant  joumeys.% 

ARMED  VESSELS  OF  THE  ENEMY. 

The  bill  to  encourage  the  destruction  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  war  of  the  enemy,  went  throagh 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  was  reported  to 
the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  to  postpone  the  same  ia- 
defioitely,  and  negatived. 

For  indefinite  postponement  41,  against  it  43. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by 
the  following  vote,  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the 
third  reading  55,  against  it  35,  as  follows: 

Tbas — William  Anderson,  Stevenson  Archer,  Bur- 
weU  Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  WUUam  Blackledge, 
William  Butler,  James  Cochran,  John  Ck>pton,  Lewis 
Condict,  Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deeha, 
Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Ellas  Earle,  William  Findley,  Jas. 
Fisk,  Meshack  Frianklin,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Boiling 
Hall,  Obed  Hall,  Aylett  Hawes,  William  Kennedy, 
Joseph  Kent,  William  R.  King,  Abner  Lacock,  Peter 
Little,  Aaron  Lyle,  Thomas  Moore,  William  McCoy, 
Alexander  MciGm,  Arunah  Metcalf,  Samuel  L.  Mit- 
chill,  James  Morgan,  Thomas  Newton,  Stephen  Orms- 
by,  Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  James  Pleasants, 
jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Rhea, 
John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts,  Thomas  B.  Robertson, 
Lemuel  Savryer,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Ridiard  Stanford,  William  Strong,  John  Talia- 
ferro, George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— John  Baker,  David  Bard,  William  Bamett, 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Harmanus  Bleecker,  El^ah  Brigham, 
John  C.  Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  William 
Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  Jamas 
Emott,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  P.  GnMvenor, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Lyman  Law, 
JoB^h  Lewis,  jun.,  William  Lowndes,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Peanon,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
RandQlph,  William  Reed.  William  Rodman,  John  Se- 
vier, Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  and  Leonard 
White. 

And  the  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  4th 
Monday  in  May.  Negatived.  For  postpone- 
ment 37,  against  it  45. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then,  decided  in  the  affirmative,  ajfes  50. 

Mr.  TuANEB  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Reaohfedf  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  commu- 
nication of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  com- 
municated this  day,  with  the  list  of  officers  of  the 
United  States,  and  also  five  hundred  copies  of  the 
President's  Message  of  this  date,  and  accompanying 
documents  relative  to  our  relations  with  the  Govem- 
ment  of  France,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  and  of  the  next  Congress. 

The  question  to  consider  the  resolution  was 
taken,  and  determined  in  the  negative. 
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Direct  Tax — CUmng  BusinetB, 


H.  OF  R. 


QUOTA  OF  THE  DIRECT  TAX. 
Mr.  BiOELOw  moyed  the  following  resolutioo: 

Resohed^  That  the  SecreUiy  of  the  Treuniy  be 
directed  to  lay  before  this  Houie,  at  the  next  seesion 
of  Congrees,  a  statement  showing  the  quota  pajable 
by  each  State,  of  the  direct  tax  laid  by  the  act,  enti- 
tled '*  An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the 
United  States  ;'*  the  amount  of  said  tax  that  has  been 
paid  into  the  Treasury  from  each  State,  respectiTely, 
and  the  respectiTe  sums  and  duties  of  payment;  the 
expenses  in  each  State  of  collecting  said  tax,  the 
losses  that  haTe  been  sustained  in  each  State,  and  the 
causes  thereof,  and  the  balance  of  each  State's  quota 
of  the  said  tax  now  due. 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution,  and  passed 
in  the  affirmatire — yeas  42,  nays  37,  as  follows : 

YxAs — William  Anderson,  John  Baker,  WilUam 
Bamett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  El^sh 
Brigham,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  ChoTes, 
John  Clopton,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Bavenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  MeshadL 
Franklin,  Thomas  P.  Orosvenor,  Aylett  Hawes,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  WilUam  Kennedy,  Ly- 
man Law,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  James  Morgan,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Jos^h  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  James  Pleasants,  junior,  £Usha  R.  Potter, 
Josiih  Quincy,  William  Reed,  William  Rodman,  John 
Sevier,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Rich'd  Stanford,  Philip  Stuart, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Leonard  White, 
and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — StoTensbn  Archer,  William  Blackledge, 
William  Butler,  John  C.  Calhoun,  James  Cochran, 
Roger  Davis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Elias 
Earle,  Jas.  Fisk,  Peterson  CJoodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
Boiling  HaU,Obed  Hall,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter  Little, 
William  Lowndes,  Aaron  Lyie,  Thomas  Moore,  Wil- 
liam McCoy,  Alexander  McKim,  Arunah  Metcalf, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Hugh  Nelson,  Stephen  Ormsby, 
Israel  Pickens,  William  Piper,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rhea,  John  Roane,  Jonathan  Roberts, 


Thomas  B.  Robertson,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith, 
William  Strong,  and  Charles  Turner,  junior. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

CLOSING  BUSINESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  jointly,  with  a  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the 
two  Houses  are  now  ready  to  adjourn,  and  desire 
to  know  whether  he  has  any  further  communi- 
cation to  make  to  them  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Messrs.  Dawson  and  Grosyenor  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

A  messag;^  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  -*'  concerning 
invalid  pensioners,"  with  an  amendment;  the  biU 
^  making  an  appropriation  for  alterations  and  re- 
pairs in  the  Capitol;"  the  bill  "authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide  new  certifi* 
cates  of  registry;"  the  bill  ** supplementary  to  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  upKm  the  subject  of  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,",  with  amendments. 
The  Senate  have  also  passed  a  bill  ''to  provide 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes;"  in  all  which  amendments  and 
bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  Senate  agree  to  the  resolution  for  the  ap- 
w)intment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him 
of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress,  and  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part. 

For  some  time  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  were  waiting.  A  call  of 
the  House  was  had,  and  it  appeared  that  sixty- 
four  members  only  were  present. 

r  After  receiving  from  the  President  all  the  bills 
which  had  passed,  and  being  informed  by  the 
committee  tnat  he  had  no  further  communica- 
tions to  make,  the  House  adjourned  tine  die. 


«        t 


APPENDIX 


*rO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  TWELFTH  CONGRESS- 

[SECOND  SESSION.] 

COMPRISING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATINQ  DURING  THAT  CON* 

GRE88,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BT  FT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

rCoBUBimiMted  to  Congraw  kgr  tho  M«wafM  of  No- 

▼ombar  V  !>»  vid  18, 1812.] 
7b  ike  StnaU  and  Houtt  of 

Mepre§eniaHve$  of  the  UniUd  SUUob: 

For  the  further  information  of  Congress  rela- 
tive to  the  pacific  advances  made  on  the  part  of 
this  €h>Yemment  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  hare  Wen  met  by  the 
latter,  I  transmit  the  se<iuel  of  the  copmnnica- 
tioDs  on  that  sabject  received  from  the  late  Charge 
d'Afikires  at  London. 

JAMB8  MADISON. 

NOVBHBBB  12,  1812. 

To  the  Senate  and  Houae  of 

RepreeentaHves  of  the  United  Statee : 
I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  communi- 
cation from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
It  is  connected  with  the  correspondence  accom- 
panying my  Message  of  the  12th  instapt,  but  had 
not,  at  that  date,  been  received. 

JAWUES  MADISON. 

NOVBMBBB  113, 1812. 


Eztract-'Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  RusssU. 

JuNB  26, 1812. 

This  letter  is  committed  to  Mr.  Foster,  who 
has  promised  to  deliver  it  to  you  in  safety. 

On  the  18th  of  this  month  a  declaration  of  war 
against  Great  Britain  passed  Congress.  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  act,  or  the  President's  Message, 
and  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  which  brought  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. 

This  measure  has  been  produced  by  the  con- 
tinued aggressions  of  the  British  Government  on 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  the  presump- 
tion arising  from  that  and  other  facts,  which  it 
is  unnecessary  to  recite,  that  no  favorable  change 
of  policy  might  be  expected  from  it  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  United  States  to  surrender  their 

*For  Message  of  November  4, 181S,  see  Senate  pro- 
ceadingtt  ante,  page  11,  of  this  volume. 


rights,  by  relinquishing  the  ground  which  they 
had  taken ;  and  it  was  equally  inoompatible  with 
their  interests  and  character  to  rely  longer  on 
measures  which  had  ihiled  to  accomplish  their 
objects.  War  was  the  only  remaining  alterna- 
tive *,  and  that  fact  being  clearly  ascertained,  yoQ 
will  find  by  the  documents  transmitted,  that  it 
was  adopted  with  decision. 

As  war  has  been  resorted  to  b][  necessity,  and, 
of  course,  with  reluctance,  this  Government 
looks  forward  to  the  restoration  of  peace  with 
much  interest,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  it 
on  conditions  just,  equal,  and  honorable  to  both 
parties.  It  is  m  the  power  of  Great  Britain  to 
terminate  the  war  on  such  conditions^  and  it 
would  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  President  to 
meet  it  in  arrangements  to  that  effect. 

Although  there  are  many  just  and  weighty 
causes  of  complaint  against  Great  Britain,  you 
will  perceive,  by  the  documents  transmitted,  that 
the  Otders  in  Council,  and  other  blockades,  ille« 
gal,  according  to  the  principles  lately  acknowl- 
edged, and  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  are 
considered  to  be  of  the  highest  importance.  If 
the  Orders  in  Council  are  repealed,  and  no  ille- 
gal blockades  are  substituted  for  them,  and  orders 
are  given  to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  sea- 
men frpm  our  vessels,  and  to  restore  those  al- 
ready impressed,  there  is  no  reason  why  hostili- 
ties should  not  immediately  cease.  Securing 
these  objects,  you  are  authorized  to  stipulkte  an 
armistice,  to  commence  from  the  signature  of  *b« 
instrument  providing  for  it,  or  at  the  end  of  fifty 
or  sixty  days,  or  other  the  shortest  term  that  the 
E^tlsh  Government  will  assent  to.  Definitive 
arrangements  will  be  made  on  these  and  every 
other  difference  byatreaty,  to  be  concluded  either 
here  or  at  London,  though  it  is  much  desired  that 
the  subject  should  be  entered  on  in  this  city. 

As  an  inducement  to  the  British  Government 
to  discontinue  the  practice  of  impressments  from 
our  vessels,  you  may  give  assurance  that  a  law 
will  be  passed  (to  be  reciprocal)  to  prohibit  the 
employment  of  British  seamen  in  the  public  or 
commercial  service  of  the  United  States.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  such  an  arrangement  would 
prove  much  more  efficacious  in  securing  to  Great 
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Britain  her  seamen,  than  the  practice  to  which 
it  is  proposed  to  be  a  substitute,  independent  of 
all  the  other  objections  to  it. 

Indemnity  for  injuries  receired  under  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  other  edicts  violating  our 
rights,  seems  to  be  incident  to  their  repeal ;  but 
the  President  is  wiUinpr  that  the  consideratioil  of 
that  claim  should  not  be  pressed  at  this  time,  so 
as  to  interfere  with  the  preliminary  arrangement 
alluded  to.  It  will  be  proper  to  bring  it  into 
Tiew,  merely  to  show  that  it  is  expected  that  pro- 
Tision  will  be  made  for  it  in  the  treaty  wbith  is 
10  follow.  Every  other  interest  may  also  be  pro- 
Tided  for  at  the  same  time. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  British  GoTemment  will 
find  it  consistent  with  its  interest  and  honor  to 
terminate  the  war  by  an  armistice,  in  the  manner 
and  on  the  conditions  proposed.  In  so  doing,  it 
will  abandon  no  right,  it  will  sacrifice  no  inter- 
est ;  it  will  abstain  only  from  violating  our  rights, 
and.  in  return,  it  will  restore  peace  with  the  Pow- 
er from  whom,  in  a  friendly  commercial  inter- 
ooorse,  so  man^r  advantages  will  be  derived,  not 
to  mention  the  injuries  which  cannot  fail  to  re* 
iult  from  a  prosecution  6f  the  war. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Russell. 
Department  of  State,  July  27, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  26th  of  June,  by  Mr. 
Foster,  a  letter,  which  he  promised  to  deliver  you 
in  person,  or  by  a  safe  hand. 

In  that  letter  you  were  informed  that  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  other  illegal  blockades,  and 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen  by  Great  Britain. 
as  you  well  knew  before,  were  the  principal 
causes  of  the  war ;  and  that,  if  they  were  re- 
moved, you  might  stipulate  an  armistice,  leaving 
them  and  all  other  grounds  of  difference  for  final 
and  more  precise  adjustment  by  treaty.  As  an 
inducement  to  the  British  Government  to  discon- 
tinue the  practice  of  impressment  fVdm  our  ves- 
sels, by  which  alone  our  seamen  can  be  made 
secure,  you  were  authorized  to  stipulate  a  pro- 
hibition by  law,  to  be  reciprocal,  of  the  employ- 
ment of  British  seamen  in  the  public  or  com- 
mercial service  of  the  United  States.  As  such 
an  arrangement,  which  might  be  made  completely 
effectual  and  satisfactory  by  suitable  regulations 
and  penalties,  would  operate  almost  exclusively 
in  favor  of  Great  Britain — for,  as  few  of  our  sea- 
men ever  enter  voluntarily  into  the  British  ser- 
vice, the  reciprocity  would  be  nominal^ts  ad- 
vantage to  Great  Britain  yould  be  more  than  an 
equivalent  for  any  she  derives  from  impressment, 
which  alone  ousiU  to  induce  her  to  atuindon  the 
practice,  if  she  nad  no  other  motive  for  it.  A 
stipulation  to  prohibit  by  law  the  employment  of 
British  seamen  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
is  to  be  understood  in  the  sense  and  spirit  of  our 
Constitution.  The  passage  of  such  a  law  must 
depend  of  course  on  Congress,  who,  it  might  rea- 
sonably be  presumed,  would  give  effect  to  it. 

By  authorizing  you  to  secure  these  objects  as 
the  grounds  of  an  armistice,  it  was  not  intended 
to  restrict  you  to  any  precise  form  in  which  it 


should  be  done.  It  is  not  particularly  necessary 
that  the  several  points  should  be  specially  pro- 
vided for  in  the  convention  stipulating  the  armi- 
stice. A  clear  and  distinct  understanding  with 
the  British  Government  on  the  subject  of  impress^ 
ment,  comprising  in  it  the  discharge  of  the  mea 
already  impressed,  and  on  future  blockades,  if  the 
Orders  in  Council  are  revoked,  is  all  that  is  in- 
dispensable. The  Orders  in  Council  being  re- 
voked, and  the  proposed  understanding  on  the 
other  points,  that  is,  on  blockades  and  impress- 
ment, being  first  obtained  in  a  manner,  though 
informal,  to  admit  of  no  mistake  or  disagreement 
hereafter,  the  instrument  providing  for  the  armi- 
stice may  assume  a  general  form,  especially  if 
more  agreeable  to  the  British  Government.  It 
may,  for  example,  be  said  in  general  ternu,  "  that 
both  Powers  being  sincerely  desirous  to  terminate 
the  differences  which  unhappily  subsist  between 
them,  and  equally  so  that  full  time  should  be  giv- 
en for  the  adjustment  thereof,  aeree 

"  1.  That  an  armistice  shall  take  place  for  that 
purpose,  to  commence  on  the  —  day  of . 

^2.  That  they  will  forthwith  appoint  on  each 
side  commissioners  with  full  power  to  form  a 
treaty,  which  shall  provide,  by  reciprocal  arrange- 
ments, for  the  security  of  their  seamen  from  be- 
ing taken  or  employed  in  the  service  of  the  other 
Power,  for  the  regulation  of  their  commerce,  and 
all  other  interesting  questions  now  depending 
between  them* 

"  3.  The  armistice  shall  not  cease  without  a  pre- 
vious notiee  by  one  to  the  other  party  of  — 
'days,  and  shall  not  be  understood  as  having  other 
effect  than  merely  to  suspend  military  operations 
by  land  and  by  sea." 

By  this  you  will  perceive  that  the  President  is 
desirous  of  removing  every  obstacle  to  an  accom- 
modatioUf  which  consists  merely  of  form.  Secur- 
ing in  a  safe  and  satisfactory  manner  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  United  States,  in  these  two 
great  and  essential  circumstances,  a^  it  is  pre- 
sumed may  be  accomplished  by  the  proposed 
understanding,  he  is  willing  that  it  be  done  in  a 
manner  the  most  satisfactory  and  honorable  to 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Department  of  State,  Aug,  9, 1812. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  left  this  city  about  ten 
days  ago  on  a  short  visit  to  Virginia.  Since  that 
period,  Mr.  Baker  has,  in  consequence  of  some 
despatches  from  his  Government,  addressed  to 
Mr.  Foster,  made  to  me  a  communication  respect- 
ing the  intentions  of  his  Government,  as  resards 
the  Orders  in  Council*  It  was  of  a  character,  now- 
ever^o  entirely  informal  and  confidential,  that 
Mr.  caker  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  make 
it  in  the  form  of  a  note,  verbal,  or  pro  numoria, 
or  even  to  permit  me  to  make  a  memorandum  of 
it  at  the  time  he  made  it.  As  it  authorizes  an 
expectation  that>  something  more  precise  and  def- 
inite, in  an  official  form,  pciay  soon  be  received  by 
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this  Gk>TerDment,  it  is  the  less  necessary  that  I 
should  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the 
President  in  relation  to  it,  more  particalarly  as 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  daily  expected,  and  will 
be  able  to  do  it  in  a  manner  more  satisfactory. 

I  refer  you  to  the  enclosed 'papers  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  maritime  and  military  movements 
incident  to  the  war,  and  will  add,  that  the  Presi- 
dcDt  is  anxious  to  know,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
result  of  the  proposals  you  were  authorized  to 
make  to  the  British  Government  respecting  an 
armistice.  He  considers  them  so  fair  and  rea- 
sonable, that  he  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will 
be  acceded  to,  and  thus  be  the  means  of  hasten- 
ing an  honorable  and  permanent  peace. 
I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JOHN  QRAHAM. 


Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Bowell. 

Department  op  State,  Aug^,  10,  1812. 
Sir:  Thinking  that  it  may  possibly  be  useful 
to  you,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  memo- 
randum of  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Baker 
and  myself)  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  yesterday's 
date.  From  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Baker  since 
this  memorandum  was  made,  I  find  that  I  was 
correct  in  representing  to  the  President  that  the 
intimation  from  Mr.  Foster  and  the  British  au- 
thorities at  Halifax  was  to  be  understood  as  con- 
nected with  a  suspension  of  hostilities  on  the 
frontiers  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor,  dbe. 

JOHN  GRAHAM. 

[Memorandum  referred  to  in  the  above  letter.] 

Mr.  Baker  verbally  communicated  to  me,  for 
the  information  of  the  President,  that  be  had  re- 
ceived despatches  from  his  (Government  addressed 
to  Mr.  Foster,  dated,  I  believe,  about  the  17th  of 
June,  from  which  he  was  authorized  to  say  that 
an  official  declaration  would  be  sent  to  this 
country;  that  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as 
thev  affected  the  United  States  would  be  re- 
pealed on  the  first  of  August,  to  be  revived  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1813,  unless  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Government,  and  the  result  of  the  com- 
munications with  the  American  Gk>vernment, 
should  be  such  as,  in  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty, 
to  render  their  revival  unnecessary.  Mr.  Baker, 
moreover,  stated  that  the  orders  would  be  re- 
vived^ provided  the  American  Government  did 
not,  within  fourteen  days  after  they  received  the 
official  declaration  of  their  repeal,  admit  British 
armed  vessels  into  their  ports,  and  put  an  end  to 
the  restrictive  measures  which  had  grown  out  of 
the  Orders  in  Council. 

The  despatches  authorizing  this  communica- 
tion to  the  American  Government  expressly  di- 
rected that  it  should  be  made  verbally,  and  Mr. 
Baker  did  not  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  re- 
duce it  to  writing,  even  In  the  form  of  a  note 
verbal,  or  pro  memoria,  or  to  suffer  me  to 
take  a  memorandum  of  his  communication  at 
the  time  he  made  it.    1  understood  from  him 


that  the  despatches  had  been  opened  by  Mr. 
Foster  at  Halifax,  who,  in  consequence  of  a 
conversation  he  had  had  with  Vice- Admiral 
Sawyer  and  Sir  John  Sherbroke,  had  author- 
ized Mr.  Baker  to  say  that  these  gentlemen 
would  agree^  as  a  measure  leading  to  a  suspen« 
sion  of  hostilities,  that  all  captures  made  after 
a  day  to  be  fixed,  should  not  be  proceeded  against 
immediately,  but  be  detained  to  await  the  future 
decision  of  the  two  Governroeatt.  Mr.  Foster 
had  not  seen  Sir  George  Prevost,  but  had  writ- 
ten to  him  by  express,  and  did  not  doubt  but  that 
he  would  agree  to  an  arrangement  for  the  tem- 
porary suspension  of  hostilities.  Mr.  Baker  also 
stated  that  he  had  received  an  authority  from 
Mr.  Foster  to  act  as  Chargft  des  Affaires,  provi- 
ded the  American  Government  would  receive 
him  in  that  character,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  officially  to  communicate  the  declaration 
which  was  to  be  expected  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. His  functions  to  be  understood,  of 
course,  as  ceasing  on  the  renewal  of  hostilities. 

I  replied,  that  although  to  so  general  and  infor- 
mal a  communication  no  answer  might  be  neces- 
sary, apd  certainly  no  particular  answer  expected, 
yet  I  was  authorized  to  say  that  the  communica- 
tion is  received  with  sincere  satisfaction,  as  it  is 
hoped  that  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  authorized 
by  his  Government  may  lead  to  such    farther 
communications  as  will  open  the  way,  not  only  for 
an  early  and  satisfactory  termination  of  existing 
hostilities,  but  to  that  entire  adjustment  of  all 
the  differences  which  produced  them,  and  to  that 
permanent  peace  and  solid  friendship  which  ought 
to  be  mutually  desired  by  both  countries,  and 
which  is  sincerely  desired  by  this.    With  this 
desire,  an  authority  was  j^iven  to  Mr.  Russell 
on  the  subject  of  an  armistice,  as  introductory  to 
a  final  pacification,  as  has  been  made  known  to 
Mr.  Foster ;  and  the  same  desire  will  be  felt  on 
the  receipt  of  the  further  and  more  particular 
communications  which  are  shortljr  to  oe  expect- 
ed, with  respect  to  the  joint  intimation  from  Mr. 
Foster  and  the  British  authorities  at  Halifax  on 
the  subject  of  suspending  judicial  proceedings  in 
the  case  of  maritime  captures,  to  be  accompanied 
by  a  suspension  of  military  operations.    The  au- 
thority given  to  Mr.  Russell  just  alluded  to,  and 
of  which  Mr.  Foster  was  the  bearer,  is  fullproof 
of  the  solicitude  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  bring  about  a  general  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities on  admissible  terms,  with  as  little  delaf 
as  possible.    It  was  not  to  be  doubted,  thereforei 
that  any  other  practicable  expedient  for  attaining 
a  similar  result  would  readily  be  concurred  in. 
Upon  the  most  favorable  consideration,  however, 
which  could  be  given  to  the  expedient  suggested 
through  him,  it  did  not  appear  to  be  reducible  to 
any   practical  shape  to  which   the  Executive 
would  be  authorized  to  give  it  the  necessarf 
sanction ;  nor,  indeed,  is  it  probable,  if  it  was  less 
liable  to  insuperable  difficulties,  that  it  could  have 
any  material  effect  previous  to  the  result  of  the 
pacific  advance  made  by  this  Government,  and 
which  must,  if  favorably  received,  become  ope- 
rative as  soon  as  any  other  arraBgement  tna 
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could  now  be  made.  It  was  slated  to  Mr.  Baker 
'i^iat  the  President  did  not,  under  existing  eircnm- 
•tancesi  consider  Mr.  Foster  as  vested  with  the 
power  of  appointing  a  Charc6  des  Affaires ;  but 
that  no  difficulty  in  point  of  torm  would  be  made, 
as  any  authentic  communication  through  him, 
or  any  other  ehanneli  would  be  receired  with 
attention  and  respect. 


Bxtraet— Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Rnseelt. 

Depabtment  of  State, 

August  21, 1812. 

Mjr  last  letter  to  you  was  of  the  27th  July,  and 
was  forwarded  by  the  British  packet  the  Althea, 
under  the  special  protection  of  Mr.  Baker.  The 
object  of  that  letter,  and  of  the  next  preceding 
one  of  the  26th  June,  was  to  invest  you  with 
power  to  suspend,  by  an  armistice,  on  such  fair 
conditions  as  it  was  presumed  could  not  be  re* 
jected,  the  operation  of  the  war,  which  had  been 
brought  on  the  United  States  by  the  iajustice 
and  violence  of  the  British  Government.  At  the 
moment  of  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Preside^nt. 
regretting  the  necessity  which  produced  it,  looked 
to  Its  termination  and  provided  for  it ;  and  happy 
will  it  be  for  bdth  countries  if  the  disposition  felt, 
and  the  advance  thus  made  on  his  part,  are  en- 
tertained and  met  by  the  British  Qovernment  in 
a  similar  spirit. 

You  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Graham  of 
what  passed  in  my  late  absence  from  the  city,  in 
an  interview  between  Mr.  Baker  and  him,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  despatch  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  Mr.  Foster,  received  at  Halifax,  just  be- 
fore he  sailed  for  England,  and  transmitted  by 
kim  to  Mr.  Baker,  relating  to  a  pr6posed  suspen- 
sion or  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  CounciL 
You  will  have  seen,  by  the  note  forwarded  to 
you  by  Mr.  Graham,  of  Mr.  Baker's  communi- 
cation to  him,  that  Mr.  Foster  had  auihorized 
him  to  state  that  the  commanders  of  the  British 
forces  at  Halifax  woi;ild  asree  to  a  suspension, 
after  a  day  to  be  fixed,  of  the  condemnation  of 
prizes,  to  await  the  decision  of  both  Governmenla, 
without,  however,  preventing  captures  on  either 
side.  It  appears^  also,  that  Mr.  Foster  had  prom* 
ised  to  communicate  with  Sir  George  Prevost, 
and  to  adviie  him  to  propose  to  our  GKivernment 
an  armistice. 

Sir  George  Prevost  has  since  proposed  to  Gen- 
ial Dearborn,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Foster,  a 
suspension  of  offensive  operations  by  land,  in  a 
letter  which  was  transmitted  by  the  General  to 
the  Secretary  at  Wfir.  A  provisional  agreement 
was  entered  into  between  General  Dearborn  and 
Colonel  Baynes,  the  British  Adjutant  General, 
bearer  of  General  Prevost's  letter,  that  neither 
party  should  act  offensively  before  the  decision 
of  our  Government  should  be  taken  on  tne 
anbject. 

Since  my  return  to  Washington  the  document 
alluded  to  in  Mr.  Foster's  despatch,  as  finally 
decided  on  by  the  British  Government,  has  been 
handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Baker,  with  a  remark  that 
its  authenticity  might  be  r^ied  on*    Mr.  Bakei 


added  that  it  was  not  improbable  that  the  admi- 
ral at  Halifax  might  agree  likewise  to  a  suspen* 
sion  of  captures,  though  he  did  not  profess  or 
appear  to  be  acquainted  with  his  sentiments  on 
that  point. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances 
which  merit  attention,  the  President  regrets  that 
it  is  not  in  his  power  to  accede  to  the  proposed 
arrangement.  The  following  are  among  the  prin- 
cipal reasons  which  have  produced  this  decision: 

1.  The  President  has  no  power  to  suspend 
judicial  proceedings  on  prizes.  A  capture,  if 
lawful,  vests  a  right  over  which  he  has  no  coa« 
trol.  Nor  could  ne  prevent  captures  otherwise 
than  by  an  indiscriminate  recall  of  the  commis- 
sions granted  to  our  privateers,  which  he  could 
not  justify  under  existing  circumstances. 

2.  The  proposition  is  not  made  by  the  British 
Government,  nor  is  there  any  certainty  that  it 
would  be  approved  by  it.  The  proposed  arrange- 
ment, if  acceded  to,  might  not  be  observed  by  the 
British  officers  themselves,  if  their  Government, 
in  consequence  of  the  war,  should  give  them  in-' 
structions  of  -a  different  character,  even  if  they 
were  given  without  a  knowledge  of  the  arrange- 
ment. 

3.  No  security  is  given  or  proposed  as  to  the 
Indians,  nor  could  any  Im  relied  on.  They  have 
engaged  in  the  war  on  the  side  of  the  British 
Government,  and  are  now  prosecuting  it  with 
visor,  in  their  usual  savage  mode.  They  can 
only  be  restrained  bv  force  when  once  let  loose, 
and  that  force  has  already  been  ordered  out  for 
the  purpose. 

4.  The  proposition  is  not  reciprocal,  because  it 
restrains  the  United  States  from  acting  where 
their  power  is  greatest,  and  leaves  Great  Britain 
at  liberty  and  ^ives  her  time  to  augment  her 
forces  in  our  neighborhood. 

5.  That  as  a  ]>rincipal  object  of  war  is  to  ob- 
tain redress  against  the  British  practice  of  im- 
pressment, an  agreement  to  suspend  hosctlities, 
even  before  the  British  Government  is  heard 
from  on  that  subject,  might  be  considered  a  re- 
linquishment of  that  claim. 

6.  It  is  the  more  objectionable,  and  of  leas  im- 

Eortance,  in  consideration  of  the  instrucdons 
eretofore  given  you,  which,  if  met  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  may  have  already  prodoeed  the 
same  result  in  a  greater  extent  and  more  satis- 
factory form. 

I  might  add  that  the  declaration  itself  ia  ob- 
jectionable in  many  respects,  particularly  the 
following: 

1.  Because  it  asserts  a  right  in  the  British 
Government  to  restore  the  Onlers  in  Council,  or 
any  part  thereof,  to  their  full  effect,  on  a  princi- 
ple of  retaliation  on  France,  under  circumstan- 
ces of  which  she  alone  is  to  judge;  a  right  which 
this  Government  cannot  admit,  especially  in  the 
extent  heretofore  claimed  and  acted  on  by  the 
British  GK)T#mment. 

2.  That  the  repeal  is  founded  exclusively  oa 
the  French  decree  of  28th  April,  1811,  by  which 
the  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  an- 
nounced on  the  5th  August,  1810,  to  take  effect 
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•n  the  1st  of  November  of  tbftt  yearj  at  which 
time  their  operatioaactuaily  ceased^is  disregarded, 
«B  are  the  claims  of  the  United  States  arising 
from  the  repeal  oo  that  day,  eyen  according  to 
the  British  pledge. 

d.  Tiiat  even  if  the  United  States  had  no  right 
to  claim  the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
oil  prior  to  the  French  decree  of  the  28th  of 
Apriiy  1811,  nor  before  the  notification  of  that 
decree  to  the  British  GoTernmeot  on  the  20th  of 
May  of  the  present  year,  the  British  repeal  ought 
to  have  borne  date  from  that  day,  and  been  sub* 
ject  to  none  of  the  limitations  attached  to  it. 

These  remarks  on  the  declaration  of  the  Prince 
Eegent.  -which  are  not  pursued  with  rigor,  nor  in 
the  full  extent  which  they  might  be,  are  appii- 
oable  to  it,  in  relation  to  the  state  of  things  wnich 
existed  before  the  deternunation  of  the  United 
States  to  resist  the  aggressions  of  the  British 
QoTernment  by  war.  By  that  determination  the 
relations  between  the  two  countries  hare  been 
altogether  changed ;  and  it  is  only  by  a  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  or  by  measures  leading  to  it  by 
consent  of  botn  Gk>Temments,  that  its  calam- 
ities can  be  closed  or  mitigated.  It  is  not  now 
a  question  whether'the  declaration  of  the  Prince 
Regent  is  such  as  ought  to  hare  produced  a  re- 
peal of  the  non-importation  act,  had  not  war  been 
declared ;  because,  by  the  declaration  of  war,,  that 
question  is  superseded,  and  the  non-importation 
act  haying  been  continued  in  force  by  Congress, 
and  become  a  measure  of  war,  and  among  the 
most  efficient,  it  is  no  longer  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  Executive  in  the  sense  and  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  adopted.  The  declaration, 
no  wever,  of  the  Prince  Regent  will  not  be  without 
effect.  By  repealing  the  Orders  in  Council,  with 
out  reyiving  the  blockade  of  May  1806,  or  any 
other  illegal  blockade,  as  is  understood  to  be  the 
case,  it  remoyesa^reat  obstacle  to  an  accommo- 
dation. The  President  considers  it  an  indication 
of  a  disposition  in  the  British  Goyernment  to  ac- 
commodate the  differences  which  subsist  between 
the  countries,  and  I  am  instructed  to  assure  you 
that,  if  such  disposition  really  exists,  and  is  per- 
se yered  in,  and  is  extended  to  other  objects,  es- 
peoaaliy  the  important  one  of  impressment,  a 
durable  and  happy  peace  and  reoonciliation  can- 
not fail  to  result  from  it. 


It  is  probable,  howeyer,  that  the  yessel  in  which 
I  propose  to  embark  will  not  take  her  departure 
before  the  15th  or  20th  of  this  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 

Jahss  MoNaoE,  Eisq.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoNooK,  Sept.  1, 1812. 
Sir  :  You  will  perceiye  by  the  enclosed  copies 
of  notes  which  have  passed  between  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  and  me,  that  the  moderate  and  equitable 
terms  proposed  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities 
haye  been  rejected,  and  that  it  is  my  intention  to 
return  immediately  to  the  United  States. 
•  My  continuance  here,  after  it  has  been  so 
broadly  intimated  to  me  by  his  Lordship  that  I 
am  no  longer  acknowledged  in  my  diplomatic 
capacity,  and  after  a  knowledge  that  instructions 
are  given  to  the  British  Admiral  to  negotiate  an 
arrangement  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
would,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  not  only  be 
uaelessi  bat  improper. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Lord  Csstleresgh. 

LoNooN,  August  24, 1812. 
Mt  Lord  :  It  is  only  necessary,  I  trust,  to  call 
the  attention  ofvour  Lordship  to  a  review  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Grovernmeot  ot  the  United  States, 
to  prove,  incontrovertibly,  its  unceasinc  anxiety 
to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace  and  friendship 
with  Great  Britain.    Its  patience  in  suffering  the 
many  wrongs  which  it  has  received,  and  its  per* 
severance  in  endeavoring,  by  amicable  means,  to 
obtain  redress,  are  known  to  the  world.    Des- 
pairing at  length  of  receiving  this  redress  from 
the  justice  of  the  British  Qovernment.  to  which 
it  had  so  often  applied  in  vain,  and  feeling  that  a 
further  forbearance  would  be  a  virtual  surrender 
of  interests  and  rights  essential  to  the  prosperity 
and  independence  of  the  nation  confided  to  its 
protection,  it  has  been  compelled  to  discharge  its 
high  duty  by  an  appeal  to  arms.    While,  how- 
ever, it  regards  this  courie  as  the  only  one  which 
remained  for  it  to  pursue,  with  a  hope  of  preserv- 
ing any  portion  of  that  kind  of  character  which 
constitutes  the  vital  strength  of  every  nation,  yet 
it  is  still  willing  to  give  another  proof  of  the  spirit 
which  has  uniformly  distinguished  its  proceed- ' 
ings^  by  seeking  to  arrest,  on  terms  consistent  with' 
justice  and  honor^  the  calamities  of  war.    It  has, 
therefore,  authorized  me  to  stipulate  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government  an  armistice,  to 
commence  at  or  before  the  expiration  of  sixtv 
days  after  the  signature  of  the  instrument  provid- 
ing for  it,  on  condition  that  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil be  repealed,  and  no  illegal  blockades  be  sub- 
stituted for  them;  and  that  orders  be  immediately 
given  to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  persons 
from  American  vessels,  and  to  restore  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  already  impressed ;  it  being, 
moreover,  well  understood  that  the  British  Gov* 
ernment  will  assent  to  enter  into  definitive  ar- 
rangements, as  soon  as  may  be,  on  these  and  every 
other  difference,  by  a  treaty  to  be  concluded  either 
at  London  or  Washington,  as,  on  an  impartial 
consideration  of  existing  circumstances,  shall  be 
deemed  most  expedient. 

As  an  inducement  to  Great  Britain  to  discon- 
tinue the  practice  of  impressment  from  American 
vessels,  I  am  authorized  to  give  assurance  that  a 
law  shall  be  passed  (to  be  reciprocal)  to  prohibit 
the  employment  of  criiish  seamen  in  the  public 
or  commercial  service  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  sincerely  believed  that  such  an  arrangement 
would  prove  more  efficacious  in  securing  to  Great 
Britain  her  seamen  than  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment, so  derogatory  to  the  sovereign  attributes  of 
the  United  States,  and  so  incompatible  with  the 
personal  rights  of  their  citizens. 

Your  Lordship  will  not  be  surprised  that  I  have 
pceaenced  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
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cil  as  a  prelimioary  to  the  saspeosion  of  hostili- 
ties, when  it  is  considered  that  the  act  of  the  Brit- 
ish Oovernment  of  the  23d  June  last,  ordaining^ 
that  revocation,  is  predicated  on  conaitions,  the 
performance  of  which  is  rendered  impracticable 
Dj  the  change  which  is  since  known  to  have  oc- 
curred in  the  relations  between  the  two  countries. 
It  cannot  now  be  expected  that  this  Government 
of  the  United  States  will  immediately,  on  due 
notice  of  that  act,  revoke  or  cause  to  be  revoked 
its  acts  excluding  from  the  waters  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States  all  British  armed  vessels,  and 
interdicting  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain.  Such  a  procedure  would  necessarily 
involve  consequences  too  unreasonable  and  ex- 
travagant to  be  for  a  moment  presumed.  The 
Order  in  Council  of  the  23d  June  last  will,  there* 
fore,  according  to  its  own  terms,  be  null  and  of  no 
effect,  and  a  new  act  of  the  British  Government, 
adapted  to  existing  circumstances,  is  obviously 
required  for  the  enectual  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  of  which  the  United  States  complain. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  con- 
siders indemnity  for  injuries  received  under  the 
Orders  in  Couiicil,  and  other  edicts  violating  the 
rights  of  the  American  nation,  to  be  incident  to 
their  repeal,  and  it  believes  that  satisfactory  pro- 
Tision  will  be  made  in  the  definitive  treaty  to  be 
hereafter  negotiated  for  this  purpose. 

The  conditions  now  offered  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernnient  for  the  termination  of  the  war  by  an 
.armistice,  as  above  stated,  are  so  moderate  and 
just  in  themselves,  and  so  entirely  consistent  with 
Its  interest  and  honor,  that  a  confident  hppe  is  in- 
dulged that  it  will  not  hesitate  to  accept  them. 
In  so  doing,  it  will  abandon  no  right,  it  will^  sac- 
rifice no  interest;  it  will  abstain  only  from  vio- 
lating the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  in  re- 
turn It  will  restore  peace  with  the  Power,  from 
whom,  in  a  friendly  commercial  intercourse,  so 
many  advantages  are  to  be  derived. 

Your  Lordship  is  undoubtedly  aware  of  the 
serious  difficulties  with  which  a  prosecution  of 
the  war,  even  for  a  short  period,  must  necessarily 
embarrass  all  future  attempts  at  accommodation. 
Passions  exasperated  by  injuries,  alliances,  or  con- 
quests, on  terms  which  forbid  their  abandonment, 
will  inevitably  hereafter  imbitter  and  protract  a 
contest  which  might  now  be  so  easily  and  happily 
terminated. 

Deeply  impressed  with  these  truths,  I  cannot 
but  persuade  myself  that  His  Royal  Highness 
the  rrince  Regent  will  take  into  his  earlv  con- 
sideration the  propositions  herein  made  on  oehalf 
of  the  United  Slates,  and  decide  on  them  in  a 
spirit  of  copciliation  and  justice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Foreign  Offiob,  August  29, 1812. 

Sir:  Although  the  diplomatic  relations  between 

the  two  Governments  have  been  terminated  by  a 

-declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  the  United 

States,  I  have  not  hesitated,  under  the  peculiar 


circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  authority  under 
which  you  act,  to  submit  to  the  Prince  Regent 
the  proposition  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
24th  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 

From  the  period  at  which  your  instraetioDa 
must  have  beeh  issued,  it  is  obvious  that  this  over- 
ture was  determined  upon  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  in  ignorance  of  the  Order  in 
Council  of  the  23d  of  June  last ;  and,  as  you  in* 
form  me  that  you  are  not  at  liberty  to  depart  from 
'the  conditions  set  forth  in  your  letter,  it  only  re- 
mains for  roe  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Prince  Re* 
^ent  feels  himself  under  the  oeeesiity  of  decliD- 
ing^  to  accede  to  the  proposition  therein  contained| 
as  being,  on  various  grounds,  absolutely  inadmia- 
sible. 

As  toon  as  there  wa»  reason  to  apprehend  that 
Mr.  Foster's  functions  might  have  ceased  in  Amer- 
ica, and  that  he  might  have  been  obliged  to  with- 
draw himself,  in  consequence  of  war  having  been 
declared,  from  the  United  States,  before  the  above- 
mentioned  order  of  the  23d  of  Jane  and  the  in* 
structions  consequent  thereupon  could  have  reach- 
ed him,  measures  were  taken  for  autboriziog  the 
British  Admiral  on  the  American  station  to  pro- 
pose to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  an 
immediate  and  reciprocal  revocation  of  all  hostile 
orders,  with  the  tender  of  giving  full  effect,  in  the 
event  of  hostilities  being  discontinued,  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  order,  upon  the  conditions 
therein  specified. 

From  this  statement  you  will  perceive  that  the 
view  yog  have  taken  of  this  part  of  the  subject 
is  incorrect ;  and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
relations  between  the  t^o  countries,  the  operation 
of  the  order  of  the  23d  June  can  only  be  defeated 
by  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  your  Government  to 
desist  from  hostilities,  or  to  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions expressed  in  the  said  order. 

Under  the  circumstances  of  your  having  no 
powers  to  negotiate,  I  must  decline  entering  into 
a  detailed  discussion  of  the  propositions  which 
you  have  been  directed  to  bring  forward. 

I  cannot,  however,  refrain  on  one  single  point 
from  expressing  my  surprise,  namely,  that  as  a 
condition  preliminary  even  to  a  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities, the  Government  of  the  United  States 
should  have  thought  fit  to  demand  that  the  Brit- 
ish Gh)vernment  should  desist  from  an  ancient 
and  accustomed  practice  of  impressinff  British 
seamen  from  the  merchant  shipsof  a  foreign  State, 
simply  on  the  assurance  that  a  la^  shall  hereaf- 
ter be  passed  to  prohibit  the  employment  of  Brit* 
ish  seamen  in  the  public  or  commercial  serrice 
of  that  State. 

The  British  Ctovernment  now,  as  heretofore, 
is  ready  to  receive  from  the  Government  of  ike 
United  States,  and  amicably  to  discuss,  any  prop- 
osition which  professes  to  have  In  view  either  to 
check  abuse  in  the  exercise  of  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment, or  to  accomplish,  by  means  less  liable 
to  vexation,  the  object  for  which  impressment 
has  hitherto  been  found  necessary ;  but  they  can- 
not consent,  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  a  ri^ht 
upon  which  the  naval  strength  of  the  Empire 
mainly  depends,  until  they  are  fully  convinced. 
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that  memw  eaa  be  dcTiatd.  aod  will  be  adopted, 
by  which  the  object  to  be  obtained  by  the  ezer* 
cue  of  that  right  can  be  effectoally  secured. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

CASTLERBAGH. 

Jonathan  Russell,  Esq.,  Slq. 


\ 


Mr.  RoMell  to  Lord  Castkreagb. 

18,  Bentincc  Street,  Sept.  1, 1812. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  learned  with  much  regret  bv 
your  Lordabip's  note  dated  the  29tb  ultimo,  which 
I  did  not  receire  until  this  morning,  that  the 
Prince  Regent  has  thought  proper  to  decline  to 
accede  to  thie  proposition  for  a  suspension  of  hos- 
tilttiet,  contained  in  my  note  of  the  24th  August. 

It  has  been  matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  my 
Tie w  with  regard  to  the  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in  CoDocil,  on  the  23d  of  Jane  last,  should  have 
been  considered  to  have  been  incorrect,  when  it 
appears  by  your  Lordship's  note  that  the  British 
Government  itself  has  deemed  it  necessary  to 

J  five  powers  to  the  British  Admiral  to  stipulate 
or  its  full  effect,  aud  thereby  admitted  that  a  new 
aet  was  requirea  for  that  purpose. 

li  now  only  remains  for  me  to  announce  to  your 
Lordship,  that  it  is  mv  intention  to  embark  im- 
mediately at  Plymoutn,  on  board  the  ship  Lark, 
for  the  United  Sutes,and  to  request  that  permis- 
sion may  be  granted,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the 
embarcatlon  of  my,  servants'  baggage,  and  the 
effects  of  this  Legation,  and  that  the  necessary 
passports  may  be  furnished  for  my  own  and  their 
safe  conduct  to  that  destination. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  apprize  your 
Lordship,  that  I  am  authorized  by  tlie  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  leave  Reuben  Guant 
Beasley,  Esq.^  as  its  affent  for  prisoners  of  war  in 
this  country,  and  to  desire  that  every  necessary 
facility  may  be  afforded  him  in  the  exercise  of 
that  trust  by  the  British  Government. 
I  ha^  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
Rl  Hon.  Lord  Gabtlrrraob,  dbe. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoMDOii,  September  3, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herein  a  copy  of  a  note  received 
yesterday  from  Lord  Caatlereagb,  which  will  ac- 
quaint you  that  I  have  obtained  my  passports  to 
return  to  the  United  States,  and  that  Mr.  Beas- 
ley is  permitted  to  remain  here  as  agent  for  pris- 
oners of  war. 

Immediately  on  demnnding  my  passports.  I  ad- 
dressed to  the  Consuls  a  circular,  of  whicli  you 
will  also  find  a  copy  enclosed. 

The  Swiftsure  packet  sailed  on  the  Slst  of  last 
month  from  Falmonth  for  America,  and  it  is.  very 

grobable  that  she  takes  out  instructions  suggested 
y  the  overture  made  here,  but  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  they  can  be  of  a  nature  to  satisfy 
the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dkc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
12th  Con.  2d  Sabs.— 98 


Loid  Cestkreagh  to  Mr.  Russell. 

FoBBiON  Ofpiob,  Sept.  2, 1818.. 
.  Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  His  Roval  Highaeaa 
the  Prince  Regent  your  letter  of  the  Ist  instant, 
in  which  you  announce  your  intention  to  embark 
immediately  at  Plymouth,  on  board  the  ship  Lark, 
for  the  United  States. 

I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  forwardini^  ta 
yon  an  Admiralty  order  for  the  protection  of  that 
ship  as  a  cartel,  on  her  voyage  to  America ;  aa4 
I  heiewith  eneloae  to  vtm  a  passport  for  the  free 
embarcation  of  yourself  and  family,  in  confoma- 
itv  to  your  request.  The  Lords  Commiasioneri 
or  His  Majesty's  Treasury  will  issue  directions  to 
the  ^mmiseionera  of  the  customs  to  give  everf 
facility  to  the  embareaiion  of  your  eflfects. ' 

If  previous  to  your  departure  from  England 
jou  can  point  out  to  me  any  particular  manner 
in  which  I  can  facilitaie  your  arrangements,  I  beg 
that  you  will  command  my  services. 

His  Royal  Highness  has  commanded  me  to 
signify  to  vou,  for  the  information  of  your  G«ov>- 
ernment,  that  there  will  be  no  difficolty  in  allow- 
ing Mr.  R.  G.  Beasley,  a^  stated  in  your  letter,  to 
reside  in  this  country  as  the  United  Stated  agegt 
for  prisoners  of  war. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  At. 

CASTLEREAGH. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  September  19, 1812. ' 

Sib  :  On  the  12tb  I  received  your  letter  of  the 
27th  of  July  last^  and  the  copies  of  my  note  to 
Lord  Castlereagh,  aod  of  his  Lordship's  reply 
enclosed  herein,  will  inform  you  that  the  propo- 
sitions made  in  cooeeqnence  of  it  have  been  ro- 
Jected. 

As  I  have  bat  this  moment  heard  of  the  imme- 
diate departure  of  the  Friends,  I  have  time  onlf 
to  add,  that  I  have  received  the  communicatieiB 
of  Mr.  Graham,  of  the  9th  and  10th  of  Augtist, 
by  the  Gleairer,  and  that  I  leave  London  this 
evening  to  embark  on  board  the  Lark,  at  Ply- 
mouth, for  New  York.  ' 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dtc. 

JOflATHAN  RUSSELL. 

P.  S.  An  interesting  interview  took  place  be- 
ti^een  Lord  Castlereagh  and  myself  on  the  16th 
instant,  the  account  of  which  I  must,  for  want  of 
time,  reserve  until  I  have  the  honor  to  see  you. . 

Hon.  Jambs  Monrob,  dbc. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  KnsselTs  despatch  of  Sept  19.] 
Mr.  Muueii  to  Lord  CaetkreaglL 

18,  Bbntinck  Stsbbt, 

September  1)^  1812. 
Mt  Loan :  In  consequence  of  additional  in- 
structions which  I  received  from  my  Govern- 
ment  this  morning,  I  called  about  noon  at  the 
Foreiffn  Office,  and  found  with  regret  that  your 
Lordship  was  out  of  town.  Mv  object  was  to 
communicate  to  your  Lordship  the  powers  under 
which  I  act,  that  you  might  perceive  their  ralid* 
ity  and  extent.    I  have,  however,  sought  to  state 
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tbem  substantially  in  the  official  letter  which  I 
hare  herewith  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Lord- 
ship; but,  should  you  find  anything  that  stands 
in  need  of  explanation  previous  to  being  submit- 
ted to  His  Royal  Highness,  I  shall  remain  at  18, 
Bentinek  street,  to  receive  the  commands  of  your 
Lordship.  If  your  Lordship  could,  in  courtesy, 
find  any  motive  in  my  personal  convenience  to  has- 
ten a  decision  upon  the  propositions  which  I  have 
submitted,  the  season  of  the  year,  my  anxiety  to 
depart,  (ail  my  arrangements  beibff  made,  all  my 
luggage  having  left  town,)  and  the  detention  of 
the  Lark  at  much  expense,  will  plead  powerfully 
in  my  favor.    I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  d&c. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

18,  Bbntingc  Stbbbt, 

September  12. 1812. 

Mt  Lobd:  I  hasten,  authorized  by  instructions 
tecently  received  from  the  Gbvernment  of  the 
United  States,  and  urged  by  an  unfeigned  anx- 
iety to  arrest  the  calantities  of  war,  to  propose  to 
vour  Lordship  ft  convention  for  the  suspension  of 
hostilities,  to  take  effect  at  such  time  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  upon,  and  stipulating  that  each 
partf  shall  forthwith  appoint  Commissioners  with 
full  power  to  form  a  treaty,  which  shall  provide 
by  reciprocal  arrangements  for  the  security  of 
their  seamen  from  being  taken  or  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  other  Power,  for  the  regulation 
•of  their  commerce,  and  all  other  interesting  ques- 
tions now  depending  between  them  ;  and  that 
the  armistice  shall  not  cease  without  such  pre* 
▼ions  notice  by  one  to  the  other  party  as  may  be 
-agreed  upon,  and  shall  not  be  understood  as  hav- 
ing any  other  effect  than  merely  to  suspend  mili- 
tary operations  by  land  and  by  sea. 

In  profjosing  to  your  Lordship  these  terms  for 
«  suspension  of  hostilities,  I  am  instructed  to  come 
.to  a  clear  and  distinct  understanding  with  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Qovernment,  without  requir- 
<  ing  it  to  be  formal,  concerning  impressments. com- 
prising in  it  the  discharge  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  already  impressed,  and  concerning 
fotiure  blockades;  the  revocation  of  the  Orders 
.in  Council  being  confirmed. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  the  power  of  the 
.Government  of  the  United  States  to  prohibit  the 
employiqent  of  British  seamen  must  be  exercised 
in  the  sense  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  but 
there  is  qo  reason  to  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  so 
exercised  effectually,  and  with  good  faith. 

Such  a  measure,  as  it  might,  by  suitable  regu- 
lations and  penalties,  be  made  completely  effect- 
ual and  satisfactory,  would  operate  almost  exclu- 
sively in  favor  of  Great  Britain ;  for,  as  few  Ame- 
rican seamen  ever  enter  voluntarily  into  the 
British  service,  the  reciprocity  would  be  nominal, 
and  it  is  sincerely  believed  that  it  would  be  more 
than  an  equivalent  for  Any  advantage  she  may 
.  derive  from  impressment. 
•  By  the  proposition  which  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  make  in  behalf  of  my  Government,  vour  Lord- 
•hip  will  perceive  the  earnest  desire  ol  the  Presi- 


dent to  remove  every  obstacle  to  an  accommoda- 
tion, which  consists  merely  of  form,  and  to  secure 
the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United  States  in 
a  manner  the  most  satisfactory  and  honorable  to 
Great  Britain  as  well  as  to  America. 

The  importance  of  the  overture  now  made  will, 
I  trust,  obtain  for  it  the  early  consideration  of 
His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Regent;  and  I 
shall  detain  the  vessel  in  which  I  have  uken  my 
passage  to  the  United  States  until  I  have  the 
honor  to  learn  his  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Foreign  Offioe,  SepL  16, 1812. 

Lord  Castlereagh  presents  his^omplimenu  to 
Mr.  Russell,  and  requests  to  have  the  honor  of 
seeing  him  at  his  house  in  St.  James's  square,  at 
nine  o'clock  this  evening. 

N.  B.  Received  a  little  before  five  o'clock. 


Mr.  Hamilton  to  Mr.  Russell. 

FoaBiGN  Ofpigb,  Sept.  16, 1812. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  not  seen  Lord  Castlereagh 
since  his  receipt  of  your  two  last  letters  of  -— », 
but  have  received  his  directions  to  say  to  you  that 
he  cannot  have  it  in  his  power  to  reply  to  them 
for  a  few  days,  or  would  have  had  much  pleasure 
in  attending  immediately  to  your  request  in  that 
respect.  You  may  be  assured  that  no  delay  will 
take  place  which  can  be  avoided. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  HAMILTON. 

Jonathan  Russell,  Esq.,  dbe. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 

18,  Bentinck  Strbet, 

September  16,  1816. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  learned,  with  much  regret 
and  disappointment,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  has 
directed  you  to  inform  me  that  it  is  not  in  his 
power  to  ^ive  an  immediate  answer  to  the  last 
letters  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
him.  The  object  of  those  letters  was  of  a  nature 
to  require  an  early  decision  ;  reluctant,  however, 
by  any  ptecipitancv  on  my  part  to  protract  the 
present  unhappy  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, I  beg  you  to  acquaint  his  Lordship  that  I 
shall  remain  in  town  until  Sunday,  the  20th  in- 
stant, when,  unless  some  special  and  satisfactory 
reason  be  assigned  for  a  longer  delay^  I  shall  con- 
sider it  to  be  my  duty  to  proceed  to  Plymouth  to 
embark  for  the  United  States. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  truth,  dl&c. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

N.  B.  Sent  at  three  o'clock. 


Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Foreign  Office,  Sept.  18,  1812. 

Sir  :  Under  the  explanations  you  have  afforded 
me  of  the  nature  of  the  instructions  which  you 
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have  received  from  your  GoverDment,  I  have,  at 
on  the  preceding  occasion,  beea  induced  to  lay 
yoar  letter  of  the  12th  iostaot  before  His  Royal 
Hiffhne^s,  the  Prince  Regent. 

His  Royal  Highness  commands  me  to  express 
to  you  his  regret  that  he  cannot  perceive  any  sub- 
stantial difference  between  the  proposition  for  a 
suspension  of  hostilities,  which  yoii  are  now  di- 
rected to  make,  and  that  which  was  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  August  last.  The 
form  of  the  proposed  arrangement,  it  is  true^  is 
different ;  but  it  only  appears  to  aim  at  executing 
the  same  purpose  in  a  more  covert,  and  therefore 
in  a  more  objectionable  manner. 

You  are  now  directed  to  require,  as  prelimi- 
nary to  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  a  clear  and 
distinct  understanding,  without,  however,  requir- 
ing it  to  be  formed,  on  all  the  points  referred  to 
in  your  former  proposition.  It  is  obvious  that, 
were  this  pro])08al  acceded  to,  the  discussion  on 
the  several  points  must  substantially  precede  the 
anderstanding  required. 

This  course  of  proceeding,  as  bearing  on  the 
face  of  it  a  character  of  disguise,  is  not  only  felt 
to  be  in  principle  inadmissible,  but  as  unlikely  to 
lead  in  practice  to  any  advantageous  result.  As 
it  does  not  appear,  on  the  important  subject  of 
impressment,  that  yon  are  either  authorized  to 
propose  aify  specific  plan,  with  reference  to  which 
the  suspension  of  that  practice  could  be  made  a 
subject  of  deliberation,  or  that  you  have  received 
any  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  your  conduct 
on  some  of  the  leading  principles  which  such  a 
discussion  mu5t,  in  the  first  instance,  involve. 

Under  these  circumstances,  ,the  Prince  Regent 
sincerely  laments  that  he  does  not  feel  hiiteelf 
enabled  to  depart  from  the  decision  which  I  was 
directed  to  convey  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  2d 
instant.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. , 

CASTLEItBAQH. 

Jonathan  Rdsbbll,  Esq. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoNooN,  September  19, 1812. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  you  this  morning,  fearing 
that  this  Government  should  infer  from  my  si- 
lence an  acquiescence  in  the  strange  and  unwrar- 
lantable  view  which  Lord  Castlereaffh  has  in  his 
last  note,  thought  fit  to  take  of  the  overtures 
which  I  nave  submitted,  and  of  the  powers  under 
which  I  acted,  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to 
return  an  answer,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
copy.  With  great  consideration  and  respect,  I 
am,  sir,  ^. 

JONATHAN  itUSSELL. 
Hon.  Jamb0  Monboe. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Russell's  deqistch  of  Sept.  19.] 
36-.  RumhU  to  Lord  Cattkreagh, 

London,  September  19, 1812. 
Mt  Lord:'  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  last 
evening  your  Lordship's  note  of  yesterday,  and 
have  learned,  with  great  regrets  and  disappoint- 


ment, that  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Re* 
gent,  has  again  rejected  the  just  and  moderate 

fropositions  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities  which 
have  been  instructed  to  present  on  the  part  of 
my  Qovemment 

After  the  verbal  explanations  which  I  had  the. 
honor  to  afford  your  Lordship  on  the  16th  instant, 
both  as  to  the  object  and  sufficiency  of  my  in- 
structions, I  did  not  expect  to  hear  repeated  any 
objections  on  these  points.  For  itself,  the  Ame- 
rican Government  has  nothing  to  disguise ;  and, 
by  varying  the  proposition  as  to  the  manner  of 
coming  to  a  preliminary  understanding,  it  merely 
intended  to  leave  to  the  British  Grovemment  that 
which  might  be  most  congenial  to  its  feelings. 

The  propositions  presented  by  me,  however,  on 
the  24th  of  August  and  12th  instant,  are  distin- 
guishable by  a  diversity  in  the  substance,  as  well 
as  in  the  mode  of  the  object  which  they  embraced; 
as,  by  the  former,  the  discontinuance  of  the  prac* 
tice  of  imi^ressment  was  to  be  immediale,  and  to 
precede  the  prohibitory  law  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  the  employment  of  British  seamen, 
when,  by  the  latter,  both  these  measures  are  de- 
ferred to  take  effect  simultaneously  hereafter. 
Having  made  a  precise  tender  of  such  law,  and 
exhibit  the  instructions  which  warranted  it  to 
your  Lordship,  I  have  learned,  with  surprise,  that 
It  does  not  app«ar  to  your  Lordship  that  I  am  au- 
thorized to  propose  any  s][>ecific  plan  on  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment.  I  still  hope  that  the  over- 
tures made  by  n!ie  may  again  be  taken  into  con* 
sideration  by  His  Majesty's  Qovernment ;  and^ 
as  I  leave  town  this  afternoon  for  the  United 
States,  that  it  will  authorize  some  affent  to  pro- 
ceed thither  and  adopt  them  as  a  basis  for  recon- 
ciliation between  the  two  countries,  an  event  so 
devoutly  to  be  wished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

On  boabd  tbe  Labk,  Nov,  7, 1812. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am 
now  passing  the  Narrows,  and  expect  to  land  at 
New  York  this  day.  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  repair  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and  shall  set 
off  as  soon  as  I  can  obtain  my  baggage.  In  the 
mean  time  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  sec- 
ond proposition  for  an  armistice  was  rejected  like 
the  first,  and  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
appears  to  be  the  only  honorable  alternative  left 
to  us%    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.  . 

JONATHAN  RUSSrtLL. 

Hon.  Jambs  Monbob,  &e. 

Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Wasbinoton,  Nov.  16, 1812* 
,  .  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  vou  herewith 
an  account  of  the  conversation  alluded  to  in  a 
postscript  to  my  letter  of  the  19th  September,  and 
which  I  had  not  then  sufficient  time  to  copy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL* 
Hon.  Jambs  Monbob,  dtc. 
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[Endosed  in  Mr.  Rum&'b  lelter  of  NoTember  16.] 
AB*.  BuMellio  the  Secretary  of  State. 

LoKDON,  September  17, 1812. 

Sir  :  On  the  12th  instant  I  bad  th«  honor  to 
Tf oeiTe  yoor  letter  of  the  27(h  of  Juijr  last.  I 
called  immediately  at  the  Foreigii  Office  to  pre- 
pare Lord  Castlereagh,  by  imparting  to  him  the 
nature  and  extent  of  my  instructions,  for  the  com* 
munication  which  it  became  me  to  make  to  him. 
His  Loidshi[>  was  in  the  country,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  write  to  him  without  preTiouBl]|r  teeing 
him.  I,  howerer,  accompanied  my  official  note 
with  a  private  letter,  offering  explanation,  if  re- 
quired, and  soliciting  despatch. 

I  wailed  until  two  o'clookf  the  16th  instant, 
without  hearing  from  his  Lordship,  when  I  was 
much  surprised  at  receiring  a  note  from  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  Under  Secretary,  indefinitely  post- 
poning an  official  reply.  To  giro  more  precision 
to  the  transaction,  I  insiamiy  addressee!  to  him 
an  answer,  and  a  little  before  five  o'clock,  on  the 
tame  day,  I  received  an  invitation  from  Lord 
Castlereagh  to  meet  him  at  his  house  that  even* 
inff  at  nine  o'clock. 

I  waited  on  his  Lordship  at  the  time  appointed, 
and  found  him,  in  company  with  Mr.  Hamilton, 
at  a  table  loaded  with  the  records  of  American 
correepondenoe,  which  they  appeared  to  have 
been  examining. 

I  was  courteously  received,  and,  after  a  eon- 
Tersation  of  a  few  mtnntes,  on  indifferent  sub- 
jects, I  led  the  way  to  the  business  on  which  I 
came,  by  observing  that  I  had  once  more  been 
authorized  to  present  the  olive  branch,  and  hoped 
it  would  not  be  agnin  rejected. 

His  Lordship  observed,  that  be  bad  desired  the 
interview  to  ascertain,  before  he  submitted  my 
communication  of  the  16th  instant  to  the  Prince 
Re^nty  the  form  and  nature  of  the  powers  under 
which  I  acted.  To  satisfy  him  at  once  on  both 
these  points.  I  put  into  his  hands  your  letter  of 
the  27lh  July.  I  the  more  willingly  adopted  this 
mode  of  procedure,  as,  besides  the  ccmfidence 
which  its  frankness  was  calculated  to  produce, 
the  letter  itself  would  best  define  my  authority 
end  prove  the  moderation  and  conciliatory  tam- 
per of  my  Government. 

His  Lordship  read  it  attentively »  He  then 
commented  at  some  length  both  on  the  shape  and 
substance  of  my  powers.  With  regard  to  the 
former  he  observed,  that  all  my  authority  was 
contained  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
which,  as  my  diplomatic  functions  had  ceased, 
appeared  but  a  scanty  foundation  on  which  to 
place  the  important  arrangement  I  had  been  in- 
structed to  propose.  With  regard  to  the  extent 
of  my  powers,  he  could  not  perceive  that  they 
essentiilly  differed  from  those  under  which  I 
had  brought  forward  the  propositions  contained 
in  my  note  of  the  24th  of  August.  He  consider- 
ed that  to  enter  with  me  into  the  understanding, 
required  as  a  preliminary  to  a  convention  for  an 
armistice,  he  would  becompelled  to  act  on  unequal 
ground,  as,  from  his  situation,  he  must  necessarily 
pledge  nis  Government,  when,  from  the  nature  of 


my  authority,  I  could  give  no  siniilar  pledge  fot 
mine.  He  could  not,  therefore;  think  of  commit- 
ting the  British  faith  and  leavinjf  the  American 
Government  free  to  disregard  Us  engagemente. 
Besides,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that,  at  the  date 
of  my  last  instructions,  the  revocation  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  on  the  23d  of  June  had  been  re- 
ceived at  Washington,  and  that  great  hopes  were 
entertained  of  the  favorable  effects  such  intelli- 
gence would  produce  there.  The  question  of 
impressment,  he  went  on  to  observe,  was  attended 
with  difficulties  of  which  neither  I  nor  my  Gov- 
ernment appeared  to  be  aware.  '^  Indeed,"  he 
continued,  "there  has  evidently  been  much  mis- 
apprehension on  this  subject  and  an  erroneoas 
belief  entertained  that  an  arrangement,  in  regard 
to  it,  has  been  nearer  an  accomplishment  than  the 
facts  will  warrant.  Bven  our  friends  in  Congress, 
I  mean  (observing,  perhaps,  some  alteration  in 
my  countenanee,T  tnose  who  were  opnosed  to 
going  to  war  with  tis,  have  been  so  conndent  in 
this  mistake,  that  they  hare  ascribed  the  failure 
of  such  an  arrangement  solely  to  the  misconduct 
of  the  American  Government.  This  error  prob- 
ably originated  with  Mr.  King,  for  being  much 
esteemed  here,  and  always  well  received  by  the 
persons  then  in  power,  he  seems  to  have  miscon- 
strued their  readiness  to  listen  to  his  representa- 
tions and  their  Warm  professions  of  a  disposition 
to  remove  the  complaints  of  America,  in  relatioa 
to  impressment,  into  a  supposed  conviction,  on 
their  part,  of  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  plan 
which  he  had  proposed.  But  Lord  St.  Vincent, 
whom  he  mi^fht  have  thought  he  bad  brought 
orer  to  his  opinions,  appears  nerer  for  a  moment 
to  have  ceased  to  regard  alt  arrangement  on  the 
subject  to  be  attended  with  formidable,  if  not  in- 
surmountable, obstacles.  This  is  obvious  from  a 
letter  which  his  Lordship  addressed  to  Qit  Wil-^ 
liain  Scott  at  the  time."  Here  Lord  Castlereagh 
read  a  lelter,  contained  in  the  records  before  hitn, 
in  which  Lord  St.  Viaeent  states  to  Sir  William 
Scott  the  zeal  with  which  Mr.  King  had  assailed 
him  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  confesses  hie 
own  perplexity  and  total  Incompetency  to  disco- 
ver any  practical  project  for  the  safe  aiacontiBu* 
ance  of  that  practice,  and  afts  foe  counsel  and 
advice.  *^Thus  you  see,''  proceeded  Lord  Castle- 
reagh, *Uhat  the  confidence  of  Mr.  King  on  thta 
point  was  entirely  unfounded. 

^  The  extreme  difficulty,  if  not  total  impracti- 
cability, of  any  satisfactory  arrangement  for  the 
discontinuance  of  impressment,  is  most  clearly 
manifested  by  the  reeult  of  the  negotiation  carried 
on  between  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  and 
Lords  Auckland  and  HoUand.  The  doctrines  of 
which  these  noblemen  had  been  the  advocates, 
when  In  opposition,  bound  them  by  all  the  force 
of  consistency  to  do  everything  under  their  com- 
mission for  the  satisfaction  of  America,  relative 
to  impressment,  which  the  nature  of  the  subject 
would  possibly  admit.  There  were  many  circum- 
stances on  that  occasion  peculiarly  propitious  to 
an  amicable  arrangement  on  this  point,  had  such 
an  arrangement  been  at  all  attainable.  Both  par- 
ities accordingly  appear  to  have  exhausted  tneir 
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iBceDuity  id  att«mpluiff  to  derm  ezpedieB&9  Mt- 
isfaetoriiy  to  perfurm  the  office  of  innpressineot ; 
■and  nothing  can  more  condusirely  demonBtimte 
the  inherent  difficulty  of  the  matter,  and  the  utter 
impoiBihiiity  of  finding  the  expedient  which  they 
nought,  than  that  all  their  labors,  pursued  on  that 
occasion  with  unexampled  diligence,  cordiality, 
and  ^ood  faith,  should  hare  been  in  vain." 

His  Lordship  now  turned  to  a  letter  in  a  rol- 
nme  before  him,  addressed  at  the  close  of  the  ne- 
gotiation  by  these  Comnftlssioners  to  the  Ameri* 
can  Ministers,  conceived  in  the  kindest  spirit  of 
4S0DC illation,  in  which  they  profess  the  most  earn* 
est  desire  to  remove  all  cause  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  America  concerning  impressment,  r^ret 
^bat  their  endeavors  had  hitherto  been  ineffectual, 
lament  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  practice, 
and  promise  to  provide  as  far  as  possible  against 
the  abuse  of  it. 

^'  If,"  resumed  his  Lordship,  ^  such  was  the  re> 
suit  of  a  n^otiation  entertained  under  circum- 
stances so  highly  favorable,  where  the  powers  and 
the  disposition  of  the  parties  were  limited  only 
by  the  difficulties  of  the  suhject,  what  reasonable 
^expectation  can  be  encouraged  that,  in  the  actual 
state  of  things^  with  your  ciroumsoribed  and  im- 
perfect authority,  we  can  come  jto  a  more  suoees^- 
xul  issue  ?  I  shall  have  to  proceed  in  so  weighty 
a  concern  with  the  utmost  deliberation  and  eir- 
cum^pection;  and  it  will  be  necessary  fpr  me  to 
consult  the  great  law  officers  of  the  Crowo.  You 
are  not  aware  of  the  great  sensibility  and  jealousy 
of  the  people  of  England  on  this  subject ;  and  no 
Administration  could  expect  to  remain  in  power 
that  should  consent  to  renounce  the  right  of  im- 
pressment, or  to  suspend  the  practice,  without  the 
certainty  of  an  arrangement  which  should  obvi- 
ously be  calculated  most  unequivocally  to  secure 
its  object*  Whether  such  an  arrangement  can 
be  devised  is  extremely  doubtful,  but  it  is  very 
•certain  that  you  have  no  sufficient  powers  for  its 
accomplishment." 

Sucn  was  the  substance,  and.  in  many  parts, 
the  language  of  his  Lordship^s  discourse*  To 
which  1  replied,  that  the  main  object  of  my  pow- 
ers being  to  effect  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  their 
form  could  not  be  material — it  was  sufficient  that 
they  emanaUd  fVom  competent  authority,  and 
were  distinctly  and  clearly  conferred ;  that  in  re- 

Suiring  as  a  condition  to  an  armistice  a  clear  un- 
erstanding  relative  to  impressment  and  other 
points  of  controversy  between  the  two  countries, 
it  was  intended  merely  to  lay  the  basis  of  an  ami- 
cable adjustment,  and  thereby  to  diminish  the 
probability  of  a  renewal  of  ho^itilities.  To  come 
to  such  an  understanding,  to  be  in  itself  informal, 
and  which  expressly  left  the  details  of  the  points 
which  it  embraced  to  be  discussed  and  adjusted 
hy  commissioners  to  be  hereafter  appointed,  was 
«^tainly  within  the  instructions  which  I  had  re- 
ceived, and  I  could,  of  course,  thus  far  pledge  my 
government  for  its  observance.  I  did  not  ac- 
knowledge the  force  of  his  objection,  predicated 
on  the  inequality  of  our  respective  powers,  nor 
perceive  how  the  British  faith  would  be  partieu- 
iarly  committed.   The  faith  of  both  Goreraments 


would  be  equally  eommttted  for  whatever  was 
done  under  their  lespective  authority ;  and  al- 
though his  Lordship  might  have  power  to  go  be- 
yond the  arnustice  and  understanding  for  which 
I  was  instructed,  vet  there  was  no  necessity  for 
doing  so;  and  while  we  acted  within  those  limits, 
we  stood  on  equal  ground.  And  were  it  other- 
wise, yet.  as  the  promise  of  the^ae  party  would 
be  the  sole  consideration  for  the  promise  of  the 
other,  should  either  fail  in  the  performance  of  its 
engagements,  the  other  would  necessarily  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  imputation  of  bad  faith  could 
alone  attach  to  the  first  delinquent.  Nor  was  I 
dismayed  at  the  very  formidable  difficulties  with 
which  lie  had  thouffht  proper  to  array  the  subject 
of  impressment;  and,  although  willing  to  acknowl- 
edge my  inferiority  to  the  American  negotiators 
who  had  preceded  me  in  the  matter,  yet  I  was 
not  disposed,  on  account  of  their  failure,  to  shrink 
from  the  discharge  of  a  duty  imposed  on  me  by 
my  Gtovernmenr.  To  me,  indeed,  the  whole  ques- 
tion appeared  much  less  alarming  than  his  Lord^ 
ship  had  described  it  to  be;  and  that  if  Mr.  King 
haa  really  been  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  near 
completion  of  an  adjustment,  his  Lordship  must, 
on  an  attention  to  the  v^hoU  corretpondenee  at  the 
time^  acquit  him  from  the  imputation  of  any  eit- 
cessive  want  of  penetration. 

As  to  the  supnosed  ignorance  in  America  of 
tW  revocation  or  the  Orders  in  Council  at  the 
time  mjr  instructions*  were  dated^  I  observed,  that 
if  this  ignorance  did  in  fact  exist,  yet,  from  cer- 
tain expressions  in  those  instructions,  an  expecta- 
tion of  such  a  measure  seems  to  have  been  confi- 
dently entertained,  and  the  Orders  in  Council 
appeared  no  longer  to  form  an  obstacle  to  a  re- 
conciliation. However  this  might  be,  it  ought 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  be  readv  to  abandon  one  main  point 
for  which  it  contended,  merely  because  it  had  ob- 
tained another,  which  was  generally  considered  to 
be  of  miqor  importance,  and  to  submit  to  the  cour 
tinuance  of  impressment  on  account  of  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  Orders  in  Council.  At  any 
rate,  having  authorized  me  to  propose  terms  of 
accommodation  here,  it  would  probably  wait  for 
information  concerning  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  received,  before  it  would  consent 
to  more  unfavorable  conditions.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  war  would  be  prosecuted,  and  might 

f  reduce  new  obstacles  to  a  pacific  arrangement, 
was  happy  to  learn  that  the  failure  of  a  former 
negotiation  concerning  impressment  could  not 
be  ascribed  to  a  want  of  sincerity  and  modern^ 
tion  in  the  American  Government,  and  I  hoped 
the  mode  now  suggested  for  securing  to  Qreac 
Britain  her  own  seamen  might  remove  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  hitherto  embarrassed  this  ques- 
tion. If  the  people  of  England  were  so  jealous 
and  sensitive  with  regard  to  the  exercise  of  this 
harsh  practice,  what  ought  to  be  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  America,  who  were  the  victims  of 
it  ?  In  the  United  States  this  practice  of  im- 
pressment was  considered  as  bearing  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  the  slave  trade;  aggravated,  indeed, 
in  some  of  its  features,  as  the  negro  was  pox^ 
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chased,  already  bereft  of  his  liberty,  aod  bis  sla- 
yer y  and  exile  were  at  least  mitigated  by  his  ex- 
emption from  danger,  by  the  interested  forbearance 
of  nis  task-master,  ana  the  consciousness  that,  if 
he  could  no  longer  associate  with  those  who  were 
dear  to  him.  he  was  not  compelled  to  do  them 
injury ;  while  the  American  citizen  is  torn,  with- 
out price,  at  once,  from  all  the  blessings  of  free- 
dom, and  all  the  charities  of  social  life,  subjected 
to  military  law,  exposed  to  incessant  perils,  and 
forced  at  times  to  hazard  his  life  in  despoiling 
or  destroying  his  kindred  and  countrymen.  It 
was  matter  of  astonishment  that,  while  Great 
Britain  discorered  such  zeal  for  the  abolition  of 
the  traffic  in  the  barbarous  and  unbeliering  na- 
tires  of  Africa,  as  to  endesTor  to  force  it  on  her 
reluctant  allies,  she  could  so  obstinately  adhere 
to  the  practice  of  impressing  American  citizens, 
whose  ciTilizatton,  religion,  and  blood,  so  obri- 
ously  demanded  a  more  fayorable  distinction* 

I  next  pointed  out  to  his  Lordship  the  difference 
between  the  propositions  which  I  now  submitted 
and  those  eontained  in  my  note  of  the  24th  of 
August.  That  although  tne  object  of  both  was 
essentially  the  same,  there  was  great  diversity  in 
the  manner  of  obtaining  it.  The  discontinuance 
of  the  practice  of  impressment,  which  was  before 
required  to  be  immediate,  and  to  constitute  a  for- 
mal preliminary  to  an  armistice,  was  now  deferred, 
to  commence  contemporaneously  with  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  of  the  United  States  prohibiting 
the  employment  of  British  seamen,  and  was  con- 
signed, with  the  other  conditions,  to  a  separate 
and  informal  arrangement.  In  this  way  it  was, 
BO  doubt,  intended,  by  respecting  the  feelings  of 
the  British  Cxovernment,  to  obviate  any  objection 
which  might  hare  been  the  mere  suggestions  of 
its  pride. 

I  finally  offered,  in  order  to  answer  at  once  all 
the  observations  and  inquiries  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh,  that  the  proposed  understanding  should  be 
expressed  in  the  most  general  terms;  that  the 
laws,  to  take  effect  on  the  discontinuance  of  the 
practice  of  impressment,  should  prohibit  the  em- 
ployment of  the  native  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
one  State,  excepting  such  only  as  had  already 
been  naturalized,  on  hoard  the  private  or  public 
ships  of  the  other;  thus  removing  any  objection 
that  might  have  been  raised  witn  regard  to  the 
future  effect  of  naturalization,  or  the  formal  re- 
nunciation of  any  pretended  right.  With  regard 
to  blockades  I  proposed  to  follow  the  same  course, 
,  and  only  to  agree  that  noAe  should  be  instituted 
by  either  party  which  were  not  conformable  to 
the  acknowledged  laws  of  nations,  leaving  the 
definition  of  such  blockade,  and  ail  other  details, 
to  be  settled  by  the  commissioners  in  the  defini- 
tive treaty. 

I  was  disappointed  and  grieved  to  find  that  these 
propositions,  moderate  and  liberal  as  they  were, 
should  be  treated  in  a  manner  which  forbids  me 
to  expect  their  acceptance.  I  was  even  asked  hj 
Mr.  Hamilton,  if  the  United  States  would  deliver 
up  the  native  British  seamen  who  might  be  nat- 
uralized in  America.  Although  shocked  at  this  de- 
mand, I  mildly  replied  ihat  such  a  procedure  would 


be  disgraceful  to  America,  without  being  useful  to 
Gteat  Britain ;  that  the  habits  of  seamen  were  so 
peculiarly  unaccommodating,  that  no  one  would 
patiently  go  through  the  long  probation  required 
by  law,  to  become  a  citizen  of  a  country  where 
he  could  not  pursue  his  professional  occupations; 
and  that  not  to  employ  him  in  this  wajr  would  be 
virtually  to  surrender  him  to  Great  Britain. 

I  was  disposed  to  believe,  however,  that  a  re- 
ciprocal arrangement  might  be  made  for  giviag^ 
up  deserters  from  public  vessels. 

Here,  perhaps,  I  owe  an  apology  to  my  Gov- 
ernment tor  having,  without  its  precise  commands, 
hazarded  the  overture  abovementioned,  relative 
to  British  subjects  who  may  hereafter  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  In  takinr  this  step, 
however,  I  persuaded  myself  that  I  did  not  tres- 

rass  against  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  which 
had  received ;  and,  had  the  proposition  been  ac- 
cepted, I  should  not  have  been  without  all  hope 
that  it  would  have  been  approved  by  the  Pres- 
ident, as  its  prospective  operation  would  have 
prevented  injustice,  and  its  reciprocity  disgrace. 
Should  I,  however,  urged  by  too  great  a  zeal  to 
produce  an  accommodation,  have  mistaken  here- 
in the  intentions  of  the  President,  I  still  should 
have  derived  some  consolation  from  reflecting  that 
this  proposition,  thus  frankly  and  explicitly  made, 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  satisfactorily  testini^ 
the  disposition  of  this  Government,  and  might  1^ 
useful  in  removing  much  misconception  and  error. 
The  refusal,  indeed,of  this  proposition  sufficientlv 
explains  the  view  with  which  I  was  assailed  witn 
the  ostenatious  parade  of  the  abortive  negotiations 
relative  to  inopressment;  the  exaggeration  of  its 
pretended  difficulties;  the  artificial  solemnity 
given  to  its  character ;  the  affected  sensibility  to 
the  popular  sentiment  concemtng  It ;  and  the  fas- 
tidious exceptions  taken  to  my  powers;  snd  proves 
most  unequivocally  the  predetermination  of  the 
British  Government  to  reject,  at  this  time,  every 
overture  for  the  discontinuance  of  this  degrading^ 
practice. 

Most  unfeiprnedly  desiring  to  suspend  the  ex- 
isting hostilities  between  the  two  States^  with  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  finally  terminating  them 
in  a  manner  honorable  to  both,  I  perhaps  pressed 
with  too  much  earnestness  the  adoption  of  the 
arrangement  which  I  was  instructed  to  propose;, 
for  Lord  Castlereagh  once  observed,  somewhat 
loftily,  that  if  the  American  Grovernment  was  so 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  war,  it  would  have  aa 
opportunity  of  doing  so  on  learning  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council.  I  felt  constrained 
on  this  occasion  to  assure  His  Lordship,  that  the 
anxiety  of  the  American  Government  to  get  rid 
of  the  war  was  only  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  with 
which  it  had  constantly  sought  to  avoid  it ;  but 
that  no  event  had  occurred,  or  was  apprehended, 
to  increase' this  anxiety*  His  Lordship,  correct- 
ing his  manner,  rejoined,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  say  anything  offensive,  but  merely  to 
suggest,  that  if  the  American  Government  sin- 
cerely wished  for  a  restoration  of  the  friendly  re- 
lations between  the  two  countries,  it  would  con- 
sider the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  CTooncil  aa- 
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affordiDg  a  fair  occasion  for  the  attainment  of 
that  obj^L  After  a  pause  of  a  few  minutes,  he 
added,  that  if  the  United  States  did  not  avail 
themselves  of  this  occasion,  not-  onlv  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war  which  they  had  declared,  but  to 
perform  the  conditions  on  which  those  orders 
were  revoked,  the  orders  would,  of  course,  revive. 
I  could  not  forbear  to  remind  his  Lordship,  that 
when  I  took  this  view  of  the  subject,  in  ray  note 
of  the  24th  of  August,  he  found  it  to  oe  incorrect^ 
but  I  hoped  that  now  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
agree  with  him  on  this  point,  some  provision 
would  be  made,  in  case  the  terms  proposed  for  an 
armistice  should  be  accepted,  to  prevent  the  re- 
vival of  those  edicts.  His  Lordship  attempted 
to  explain,  but  I  could  not  distinctly  seize  his 
meaning. 

The  conversation  ended  with  an  assurance  on 
the  part  of  his  Lordship  that  he  would,  with-  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  communicate  officially  to 
me  the  decision  of  the  Prince  R^ent ;  and  I  took 
my  leave,  forbiddea  to  hope  that,  while  the  pres- 
ent councils  and  the  present  opinion  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  prevailed  here,  this  decision  will  be 
favorable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  ' 

JONA.  RUSSfiLL. 

His  Excellency  Jambs  Monroe,  <Sm;. 


Admiral  Warren  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Halifax:.  N.  S.,  Sept.  30, 1812. 

Sib  :  The  departure  of  Mr.  Foster  from  Amer- 
ica has  devolved  upon  me  the  charge  of  making 
known  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  the  sentimenti  enter- 
tained by  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  He^ 
gent  upon  the  existing  relations  of  the  two  couii* 
tries. 

You  will  observe,  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  an 
Order  in  Council,  bearing  date  the  23d  ot  June, 
1812.  that  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the7th  of  Janu- 
ar^i  1807,  and  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  ceased  to 
exist  nearly  at  the  same  time  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  declared  war  against 
His  Majesty. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  declaration 
in  London,  the  Order  in  Council,  of  which  a 
copy  b  herewith  enclosed  to  you,  was  issued,  on 
the  31st  day  of  July,  for  the  embargo  and  deten- 
tion.of  all  American  ships. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  commanded  to 
propose  to  your  Govemmei^t  the  immediate  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  between  the  two  countries,  and 
I  shall  be  most  happy  to  be  the  instrument  of  bring- 
ing about  a  reconciliation  so  interesting  and  bene- 
ficial to  America  and  Great  Britain. 

I^  therefore,  nropose  to  you  that  the  Govern- 
ment' of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  in- 
stantly recall  their  letters  of  Biarque  and  reprisal 
against  British  ships,  together  with  all  orders  and 
instructions  fbr  any  acts  of  hostility  whatever 
against  the  territories  of  His  Majesty  or  the  per- 
sons or  property  of  his  subjects ;  with  the  under- 
.  standing  tluit,  immediately  on  my  receiving  from 
you  an  official  assurance  to  that  efiect,  I  ^hfil)  in^ 


struct  lUl  the  officers  under  my  command  to  de- 
sist from  corresponding  measures  df  war  against 
the  ships  and  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  I  shall  transmit,  without  delay,  correspond- 
inff  intelligence  to  the  several  parts  of  the  world, 
where  hostilities  may  have  commenced,  the  Brit- 
ish commanders  in  which  will  be  required  to 
discontinue  hostilities  from  the  receipt  of  such 
notice. 

Should  the  American  Grovernment  accede  to 
the  above  proposal  for  terminating  hostilities,  I 
am  authorized  to  arrange  with  you  as  to  the  revo^ 
cation  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  commerce 
and  ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain  .from  the 
harbors  and  waters  of  the  United  States;  in  d<^ 
fault  of  which  revocation,  within  such  reasonable 
periods  as  nitay  be  agreed  upon,  you  will  observei^. 
by  the  order  of  the  23d  ot  June,  the  Orders  in 
Council  of  January,  1807,  and  April  1809,  are  to 
be  revived. 

The  officer  who  conveys  this  letter  to  the  Amer^ 
can  coast  has  received  my  orders  to  put  to  seaim* 
mediately  upon  the  delivery  of  this  despatch  to  the 
competent  authority ;  and  I  earnestly  recommend 
that  no  time  mav  be  lost  in  communicatlnff  to 
me  the  decision  ot  your  Government,  persuaded,  - 
as  I  feel,  that  it  cannot  but  be  of  a  nature  to  lead 
to  a  speedy  termination  of  the  present  difference?. 

The  flag  of  truce,  which  you  majr  charge  with 
your  reply,  will  find  one  of  my  cruisers  at  Sandy 
Hook  ten  days  after  the  landing  of  this  despatch^ 
which  I  have  directed  to  call  there  with  a  flag  of 
truce  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^, 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  ^c 


The  Secretary  of  State  to  Admiral  Warren. 

Department  op  State,  Oct.  27, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  30th  ultimo^  and  to  submit  it  to  the  cour 
sideration  of  the  President. 

It  appears  that  you  are  authorized  to  propose 
a  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  on  the  ground  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  and  in  case  the  proposition 
is  acceded  to,  to  take  measures,  in  concert  with 
this  Government,  to  cany  it  into  complete  effect 
on  both  sides. 

You  state,  also,  that  you  have  it  in  charge,  in 
that  event,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  repeal 
of  the  laws  which  interdict  the  ships  of  war  and 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  from  the  harbors 
and  waters  of  the  United  States  ^  and  you  in  tip 
mate  that,  if  the  proposition  is  not  acceded  to, 
the  Orders  in  Council,  repealed  conditionally  by 
that  of  the  23d  June  last,  will  be  revived  against 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  ]rou  that  it  will  be 
very  satisfactory  to  ttie  President  to  meet  the 
British  Government  in  such  arrangements  as  mav 
terminate,  without  delav,  the  hostilities  whicd 
now  exist  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  on  conditions  honorable  to  both  nations 
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At  the  momeDtof  the  declaration  of  wartbe 
President  gave  a  sigoal  proof  of  the  attaehmeat 
of  the  United  States  to  peace.  Instructions  were 
giren,  at  that  early  period,  to  the  late  Charge 
oes  Aflhires  of  the  united  States  at  London  to 
propose  to  the  British  QoTernment  an  armistice, 
on  conditions  which,  it  was  presumed,  would  have 
%een  satisfactory.  It  has  heen  seen  with  regret 
that  the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Russell,  partic* 
vlarly  in  regard  to  the  important  interest  of  im- 
jpressment,  was  rejected,  and  that  none  was  oflfered 
through  that  channel  as  a  basir  on  which  hostili* 
ties  might  cease. 

As  your  Qovernment  has  authorized  you  ro 
propose  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  is  doubtless 
aware  of  the  Important  and  salutary  effect  which 
«a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  difference  cannot 
fcil  to'  have  on  the  future  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  I  indulge  the  hope  that  it  has  ere 
this  given  you  full  power  for  the  purpose.  Ex- 
perience has  evinced  that  no  peace  can  be  durable 
vnless  this  object  is  provided  for.  It  is  presumed, 
therefore,  that  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  both 
countries  to  adjust  it  at  this  time. 

Without  further  discussing  questions  of  right, 
the  President  is  desirous  io  provide  a  remedy  for 
the  evils  compjlained  of  on  both  sides.  The 
claim  of  the  British  Government  is  to  take  from 
the  merchant  vessels  of  other  countries,  British 
subjects.  In  the  practice,  the  commanders  of 
British  ships  of  war  often  lake  from  the  merchant 
tressels  of  the  United  States  American  citizens. 
If  the  United  States  prohibit  the  employment  of 
British  subjects  in  their  service,  and  enforce  the 
prohibition  by  suitable  regulations  and  penalties, 
the  motive  for  the  practice  is  taken  away.  It  is 
in  this  mode  that  the  President  is  willing  to  ac- 
commodate this  important  controversy  with  the 
British  Oovernment,  and  it  cannot  be  conceived 
on  what  ground  the  arrangement  can  be  refused. 

A  suspension  of  the  practice  of  impressment, 
pending  the  armistice,  seems  to  be  a  necessary 
consequence.  It  cannot  be  presumed,  while  the 
parties  are  engaged  in  a  negotiation  to  adjust  ami- 
cably this  important  difference,  that  the  United 
States  would  admit  the  right,  or  acquiesce  in  the 
practice  of  the  opposite  party,  or  that  Great  Brit- 
ain would  be  unwilling  to  restrain  her  cruisers 
from  a  practice  which  would  have  the  strongest 
tendency  to  defeat  the  negotiation.  It  is  presu- 
mable tnat  both  parties  would  enter  into  the  ne- 
Sotiation  with  a  sincere  desire  to  give  it  effect. 
*or  this  purpose  it  is  necessary  that  a  clear  and 
distinct  understanding  be  first  obtained  between 
them,  of  the  accommodation  which  each  is  pre- 
pared to  make.  If  the  British  Government  is 
willing  to  suspend  the  practice  of  impressment 
from  American  vessels,  on  consideration  that  the 
United  States  will  exclude  British  seamen  from 
their  service,  the  regulations  by  which  this  com- 
promise should  be  carried  into  effect  would  be  solely 
the  object  of  negotiation.  The  armistice  would 
be  of  a  short  duration :  if  the  parties  agreed,  peace 
would  be  the  result;  if  the  negotiation  tailed, 
each  would  be  restored  to  its  former  state  and  to 
all  its  pretensions  by  recurring  to  war. 


Lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  note  to  Mr.  Rnsselly 
seems  to  have  supposed  that,  had  the  British  Gov- 
ernment accepted  the  proposition  made  to  it, 
Great  Britain  would  have  siupeaded  ioiBiediately 
the  exercise  of  a  right  on  the  mere  assurance  of 
this  Government  that  a  law  would  be  afterwards 
passed  to  prohibit  the  employment  of  British  sea* 
men  in  the  service  of  tl^e  United  States,  and  that 
Great  Britain  would  have  no  agencv  in  the  rega- 
hitiona  to  give  effect  to  that  prohibition.  Such 
an  idea  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, nor  is  it  to  be  reasonably  inferred  from 
If  r.  Russell's  note.  Lest,  however,  by  possibility 
such  an  inference  might  be  drawn  irom  the  in- 
structions to  Mr.  Russell,  and  anxious  that  there 
should  be  no  misunderstanding  in  the  case,  subse* 
quent  instructions  were  given  to  Mr.  Russell,  with 
a  view  to  obviate  every  objection  of  the  kind  al- 
luded to.  As  they  bear  date  on  the  27th  of  July, 
and  were  for  warded  by  the  British  packet  Althea, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  may  have  been 
received  and  acted  on. 

^  I  am  happy  to  explain  to  you  thus  folly  the 
view  of  my  Government  on  this  important  sab^ 
ject.  The  President  desires  that  the  war  which 
exists  between  our  countries  should  be  temuoated 
on  such  conditions  as  may  secure  a  solid  and  du- 
rable peace.  To  accomplish  this  great  object  it 
is  necessary  that  the  interest  of  impressment  be 
satisfactorily  arranged.  He  is  willing  that  Great 
Britain  should  be  secured  against  the  evils  of 
which  she  complains.  He  seeks,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  should 
be  protected  against  a  {practice,  which,  while  ic 
degrades  the  nation,  deprives  them  of  their  rights 
as  freemen,  takes  them  by  force  from  their  fanai* 
lies  and  their  country  into  a  foreign  service,  to 
fight  the  battles  of  a  foreign  Power,  perhaps 
against  their  own  kindred  and  country. 

I  abstain  from  entering,  in  this  com muaication, 
into  other  grounds  of  difference.  The  Orders  ia 
Council  having  been  repealed,  with  a  reservation 
not  impairing  a  corresponding  right  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States^  and  no  illegal  blockades  re* 
vived  or  instituted  in  their  stead,  and  an  under- 
standing being  obtained  on  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment in  the  mode  herein  proposed,  the  President 
is  willing  to  agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
with  a  view  to  arrange  by  treaty,  in  a  more  dis- 
tinct and  ample  maaner,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  both  parties,  every  other  subject  of  contro- 
versy. 

I  will  only  add  that,  if  there  be  no  obfeetion  to 
an  accommodation  of  the  difference  relating  to 
impressment  in  the  mode  proposed,  other  thaa  the 
suspension  of  the  British  claim  to  impressnaent 
during  the  armistice,  there  can  be  none  to  pro* 
ceedin^  without  the  armistice  to  an  immodiate 
discussion  and  arrangement  of  an  article  on  that 
subject,  This  great  question  being  satisfactorily 
adjusted,  the  way  will'  be  open  for  an  armistice, 
or  any  other  course  leading  most  coaveaieotly 
and  expeditiously  to  a  general  pacification. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4bc. 

JAMfiS  MONROE. 

Sib  J.  B.  Wambn. 
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Mr.  Enring  ta  the  Secretary  of  State,  endoeing 
a  oorr»pondence  wUh  the  dnish  Minuter  if 
FoftigtiAfaxre.  r 

No.  16.r— Mr.  Emng  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

C0P£NBA0EN,  ApHl  12, 1812. 
Sir:  My  last  despatch  upoo  general  business 
was  No.  12.  I  therein  mentioned  the  case  of  the 
''Jane  Maria,"  which  had  been  cut  out  of  the 
port  of  Swinemunde  bv  a  French  privateer.  Sub- 
sequent to  the  date  or  that  despatch  the  captain 
arrived,  but  in  the  intermediate  time,  a  French- 
man had  been  put  on  board  as  a  guard,  and  this 
became  an  obstacle  to  her  departure.  My  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz  on  this 
affair  is  herewith  submitted,  viz :  No.  1,  Decem- 
ber 10 ;  No.  2,  January  11 ;  No.  3,  January  15; 
No.  4,  January  15;  No.  5,  January  16,  of  the  en: 
closures.  I  understand  that  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  ''Jane  Maria"  has  appeared  before  a  notary, 
and  sworn,  that,  whilst  tbe  vessel  Uy  at  Swine- 
munde she  had  communication  with  the  Eogiish, 
and  was  to  b%ye  gone  under  their  convoy.  Should 
this  declaration  prove  to  be  correct,  yet  I  presume 
that  she  cannot  therefore  be  condemned.  The 
French  Minister  does  not,  however,  find  himself 
authorized  to  release  her,  but  he  momentarily 
expects  orders  from  his  Government  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  papers  of  the  vessel  are  in  my  pos- 
session. 

In  my  despatch  No.  10, 1  mentioned  that  of  the 
cases  which  were  pending  on  my  arrival  in  Co- 
penhagen, the  "Minerva  Smith,"  Mann,  only 
remained  to  be  adjudged,  and  that  I  had  sought 
to  delay  it  for  the  purpose  of  procuring,  and  in 
the  hope  of  introducing  before  the  tribunal  some 
farther  evidence.  A  part  of  the  evidence  to  which 
I  referred  was  soon  afterwards  received  from 
England,  and  laid  before  the  Minister  of  State, 
in  a  note  of  December  13 ;  a  copy  (No.  6)  is  en- 
closed,  as  it  serves  to  explain  the  peculiar  diffi- 
culties under  which  this,  a  property  of  very  great 
value,  was  placed.  No  chanjge  having  been  pro- 
duced by  this  representation  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Hiffh  Court,  I  obtained  that  the  case  should  be  laid 
be^re  the  Danish  Chancery ;  and  the  report  of 
that  body  not  being  sufficiently  full  and  satisfac- 
tory, the  case  was  transferred  to  the  Sleswic  Hol- 
stein  Chancerv,  (on  the  king's  own  suggestion,)  as 
Kiel,  where  tne  vessel  was  taken,  being  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  that  Chancery,  the  affair  was 
not  properly  cognizable  by  the  Danish  Chancery. 
These  various  operations  consumed  a  great  deal 
of  time;  but  finally  towards  the  latter  end  of 
February  the  Sleswic  Holstein  Chanaery  pro- 
duced a  rery  laborious  and  voluminous  report  in 
iavor  of  the  case,  pursuant  to  which  His  Majesty 
ordered  the  High  Court  to  pass  sentence  of  ac- 
quittal. 

With  my  aforementioned  despatch,  No.  10, 
was  transimtted  copy  of  a  note  to  Mr.  de  Hosen- 
kantz,  (of  September  28)  respecting  the  then 
pending  cases  gei^erally.  Still  further  to  promote 
the  object  of  it  I  again  add/essed  him  on  Novem- 


ber 3.  and  in  the  progress  of  tbe  business  perceiv- 
ing that  the  High  Court  bad  lost  nothing  of  its 
disposition  to  condemn,  and  bad  actually  deter- 
mined to  sacrifice  one  of  the  clearest  cases  in  the 
whole  list,  ahe  *' Brutus")  on  the  13th  Decern* 
ber,  I  thou^Dt  it  necessarjf  to  rec^uire  that  its  pro- 
ceedings should  be  arrested,  and  its  opinions  sub- 
mitted to  the  King  through  his  Chancery ;  (those 
two  notes  are  Nos.  7  and  8  of  the  enclosed ;)  the 
necessary  order  was  immediately  given,  and  thus 
two  or  three  cases  were  saved  from  condemna* 
tion.  But  though  the  report  of  the  Chancery  on 
the  case  of  the  "  ^rutus"  was  favorable,  that  ves- 
sel was  finally  condemned ;  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances of  her  case  will  be  seen  in  my  note 
to  Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz  of  April  10th,  and  the  sen- 
tence of  the  tribunal  (Nos.  IB  and  8  B)  of  the 
enclose^  papers. 

At  the  date  of  said  despatch  No.  10,  there  were 
ten  cases  depending,  exclusive  of  French  captures, 
and  inclusive  of  the  '*  Hannah"  and  ^'  Two  Gen- 
erals," double  captures,  as  appears  by  the  list 
which  was  therewith  transmitted.  In  despatch 
No.  11, 1  mentioned  the  release  of  the  ^'Horace" 
and  "Augustus,"  two  of  the  list,  so  that  there 
were  at  that  time  only  six  cases  of  simple  cap- 
tures depending.  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  of 
informing  you  that  the  whole  of  these  have  been 
acquitted,  the  "  Brutus"  as  above  mentioned  only 
excepted.  The  "  Hannah"  and  "Two  Generals,^ 
must,  I  fear,  be  determined  in  Paris.  The  French 
Government  .has  proposed  to  the  Danish,  that 
without  reference  to  these  questions  of  jurisdic- 
tion, which  have  always  been  found  so  difficult 
to  arrange  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  the 
simple  rule  shall  be  adopted  of  determining  the 
question  of  prize  in  the  tribunals  of  the  country 
to  which  the,  captor  may  belong,  in  all  cases 
where  be  may  possess  himself  of  the  captured 
vessel's  papers.  This  proposition  has  not  been, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  it  will  be,  acceded  to  by  the 
Danish  Government;  yet,  sir,  you  will  readily 
perceive  that  if  the  French  Government  should 
persist^  there  can  be  very  little  expectation  of  our 
obtaining  from  this,  the  release  ota  vessel  which 
oday  have  been  condemned  by  the  Council  of 
Prizes.  There  is  even  some  reason  to  apprehend 
that  it  will  so  persist,  since  the  French  Consul 
has  now  received  orders  from  the  Minister  of 
Marine  to  transmit  to  Paris  the  papers  of  the 
ship  "  OlFve  Branch,"  which,  as  mentioned  in  my 
despatch  No.  12,  was  seized  under  the  very  guns 
of  the  fort  of  Nyborg ;  and  this  case  \9  peculiarly 
strong,  since  the  ^'  Olive  Branch"  had  his  Dan* 
ish  Majesty's  license  on  board.  But  I  must  in 
this  place  also  mention  that  my  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Desaugiers  (lately  French  Charge 
d' Affaires  here)  which  was  submitted  to  you  with 
despatch  No.  8,  having  been  also  submitted  to 
his  Government,  he  is  now  answered  by  the  Duke 
of  Bassano,  In  terms  strongly  representing  the 
excesses  of  the  corsairs  ingeneral,aod  particularly 
reproving  their  practice  of  hoisting  the  French 
flag  on  board  the  vessels  captured,  of  which  he 
strictly  forbids  the  recurrence. 

The  "  Rachel,"  "  Rover,"  and  "  Packet,"  three 
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vessels  (on  the  pending  lists  heretofore  transmit- 
ted) which  have  been  released,  being  partly  laden 
with  "colonial  produce/'  weire,  pursuant  to  the 
established  regulations  with  regard  to  vessels  so 
laden,  ordered  to  quit  the  port  and  to  proceed  on 
their  voyages ;  the  French  privateers  were  then 
watching  for  and  would  infallibly  have  captured 
them  on  their  departure.  The  copies  herewith 
enclosed,  viz :  my  notes  to  Mr.  d«  Rosen krantz 
of  November  27,  28.  and  29,  (Nos.  9, 10,  and  11,) 
Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz's  unofficial  note  of  Decem- 
ber 1st,  (No.  12,)  my  reply  of  same  date  (No.  13,) 
Mr.  de  Kosenkrantz's  official  note  of  December 
2d,  (No.  14,)  relate  to  this  matter,  which  you  will 
be  pleased  to  observe  was  very  satisfactorily 
settled. 

The  last  list  of  vessels  which  had  passed  this 
way  was  dated  October  9 :  since  then  a  few  scat- 
tered vessels  have  presented  themselves,  viz : 

The  ''Dolphin,'' Latham,  "America,"  Briggs, 
from  Petersburg  to  the  United  States,  passed 
without  interruption. 

"Ann,"  How,  arrived  safely  at  Christiansand, 

"  Sally,"  Brown,  turned  away  from  Amsterdam 
by  the  fiSoglish,  continued  her  voyage  towards 
this  place,  and  wlis  wrecked  on  the  coaet  of 
Jutland. 

"Adriana,"  Abrahams,  of  Baltimore,  belonging 
to  Smith  and  Co.,  with  a  cargo  of  hides,  convoyed 
by  the  Danes  from  Qottenburg  to  Copenhagen, 
(naving  Danish  license Ji  cargo  sold  in  Copenha- 
gen and  reconvoyed  to  Eltioeur. 

"  Columbia^"  Jennison,  (owners  unknown,)  from 
St.  Ubes,  with  salt,  much  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances. 

"  Swanwick,"  Clark,  with  a  cargo  of  tobacco, 
property  of  Pratt  and  Kintzing  of  Philadelphia, 
ditto. 

"Asia,"  Ormsby,  TBrown  and  Ives  of  Provi- 
dence,) with  three  thoutend  five  hundred  chests 
of  tea,  arrived  at  Gottenburg  some  months  since, 
in  her  voyage  from  thence  to  Copenhagen^  cap- 
tured by  a  Danish  privateer,  but  immediately 
released,  having  the  King's  permission  to  come 
hither  and  sell. 

This  completes  the  account  of  our  trade  for 
the  last  year  as  far  as  particulars  have  come  to 
my  knowledge.  In  my  despatch  No.  12, 1  trans- 
mitted certain  statements  relating  to  that  trade ; 
triplicates  of  those  statements  were  sent  with  No. 
14,  with  the  addition  of  a  printed  tariff  of  the  du- 
ties payable  on  all  merchandise  passing  through 
the  Sound:  a  duplicate  of  the  tariff  is  herewith 
enclosed.  I  have  lately  seen  a  printed  statement 
of  our  exports  from  Petersburg  during  the  last 
year,  made  by  a  commercial  house  of  that  place. 
It  agrees  in  general  with  the  document  No.  3, 
enclosed  in  my  aforesaid  despatch.  It  is  however 
more  complete  as  to  the  number  of  vessels,  in- 
cluding all  those  which  went  up  through  the 
Belt,  and  gives  a  total  of  127,  (noting  that  in  1810 
the  toul  was  only  100  only,)  but  states  that  29  of 
the  127  were  bound  to  European  ports,  having 
as  part  of  their  cargoes  2Zfil5  poods  offiax  !  Most 
of  these  29  probably  returnea  through  the  Belt ; 
such  as  passed  the  Sound  must  have  had  false 


[clearances.  In  tbeeoQiwof  judicial  investigm- 
tions  the  Danes  have  already  discovered,  at  is 
supposed,  suffieient  grounds  for  dtstnistinf  the 
character  of  oar  eommeroe:  soeb  printed  infor- 
mation from  what  is  called  a  "  respectable  Amer- 
ican house"  at  Petersburg,  recommending  itself 
to  its  correspondents- by  this  species  of  industry, 
cannot  fail  to  augment  that  distrust. 

All  the  old  and  new  cases  being  now  disposed 
of,  I  herewith  enclose  a  table  (N^.  19)  bringing 
the  whole  of  them  and  the  proceedings  which 
have  been  had  on  them  into  one  view.  I  begr 
you,  sir,  to  observe,  that  of  thirty-eight  cases  of 
Danish  captures  on  the  list  of  1811,  there  have 
been  only  three  appeals  of  the  captors  aninst  the 
sentences  of  acquittal  given  by  the  inferior  tri- 
bunal, so  little  have  been  their  expectations  of 
procuring  final  condemnations,  and  that  except- 
ingthe  tnree  English  and  English  license  cases, 
(«  President,"  "Neptune,"  and  "Aurora,")  there 
has  been  but  one  final  condemnation,  viz.  the 
"Brutus." 

I  hope  that  upon  the  whole  this  view  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  President.  Mr.  de  Rosen- 
krantz  told  me  in  an  early  interview  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice  was  as  impartial  and  aa 
prompt  here  as  in  any  other  country ;  he  added 
([referring  to  the  disposition  of  the  King)  that  in 
future  we  should  have  nothing  to  eompiain  of. 
How  far  his  assertion  was  correct,  or  his  pro- 
mis6  has  been  complied  with,  I  will  not  presume 
to  determine;  but  I  must  do  that  Minister  the 
justice  to  say,  that  he  spoke  with  perfect  sincer- 
ity, and  under  impressions  the  most  just  and 
friendly,  and  to  believe  that  where  the  results  fail 
short  of  our  expectations,  it  has  not  been  from 
any  failure  of  those  dispositions. 

.  1  have  taken  occasion  in  former  despatches  to 
mention,  and  in  frequent  representations  to  Mr. 
de  Rosenkrantz,  to  remonstrate  against  the  prac- 
tices of  fining  and  taxing  vessels  acquitted  in  the 
tribunals.  These  practices,  nearly  indiscriminate 
as  they  are,  I  found  to  be  quite  unreasonable,  ia 
their  application  frequently  most  unjast ;  yet 
after  all,  for  the  amount  ot  the  exactions,  they 
are  not  oppressive,  perhaps  had  they  been  abol- 
ished altogether  we  might  not  have  had  had  quite 
so  many  vessels  captured ;  there  would  certainly 
have  been  more  appeals  and  might  have  been  more 
condemnations.  The  lists  herewith  enclosed 
(papers  marked  No.  20)  show  the  sums  which  the 
cases  have  been  charged  under  the  several  heads 
of  costs,  fines,  and  two  per  mille  tax  in  the  triba- 
nal  of  Copenhagen:  the  two  two  per  mille  goes 
to  the  Kind's  coffers ;  the  fine  goes  to  the  captor 
for  his  trouble  in  capturing,  where  he  is  supposed 
to  have  had  just  grounds  of  suspicion  ;  the  court 
expenses  are  invariably  forty  nx  dollars  ^raual 
to  five  and  a  half  dollars)  in  each  case.  There 
are  no  other  expenses  but  advocate's  fees  ;  here, 
as  in  all  countries,  the  amount  of  these  is  settled 
by  agreement  between  the  counsel  and  client; 
in  the  inferior  tribunal  no  advocate  is  employed. 

The  sitt»tion  of  the  masters  of  our  vessels  con- 
demned here  was  formerly  made  the  more  dis- 
tressing by  the  prosecutions  to  which  they  were 


im 


AJPFBSfDIK, 


12H 


Relations  vith  Denmark, 


exposed  on  aecoiint  of  wages  due  to  their  sailors, 
the  laws  here  compelliog  them  to  provide  for 
their  crews :  these  laws  had  been  executed  with 
great  rigor,  and  large  sums  had  been  frequently 
adjudged  to  be  paid  by  masters  who  could  scarcely 
find  credit  for  tneir  own  subsistence.  The  Consul 
had,  by  frequent  representation,  endeavored  to 
remedy  this  evil,  but  without  success.  When  I 
came  ;o  act  in  this  matter  I  was  answered,  that 
if  the  master  deceived  the  men  by  engaging  them 
in  a  vessel  which  was  not  in  fact  American,  as 
he  pretended,  it  was  but  just  that  he  should  pay 
them,  his  sufferings  then  were  chargeable  only 
to  his  own  miscondoct :  however,  I  finally  ob- 
tained that  it  should  be  laid  before  the  Chancery  ; 
that  tribunal,  by  a  report  of  January  11,  adopted 
by  His  Majesty,  decreed  that  "no  lawsuit  re- 
garding the  wages  due  to  North  American  mari- 
ners from  their  captains  shall  be  admitted  before 
the  tribunals."  I  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining 
payment  for  men  out  of  the  condemned  vessel, 
but  on  this  point  thought  it  not  prudent  to  go  far. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

GEORGB  W  ERVING. 

Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State, 


cited ;  hence  I  must  presume  that  the  misrepre- 
sentations which  have  been  made  to  him,  and  the 
influence  which  has  been  produced  in  his  mind, 
on  the  present  occasion,  are  of  a  very  extraordinar 
ry  character;  this  conclusion  is  the  more  una- 
voidable since,  certainly,  I  have  long  since  suc- 
ceeded in  conviocing  your  Excellency,  who  has 
such  high  and  indisputable  title  to  the  entire  con- 
fidence of  His  Majesty,  that  the  cause  of  the  Bru- 
tus is  a  just  one,  nor  can  I,  in  this  view,  fail  to 
notice  that  the  opinion  of  the  Chancery  was  in 
its  favor,  that  there  was  a  division  of  opinion 
amongst  the  members  of  the  High  Court,  and  that 
the  vessel  was  fully  acquitted  by  the  Inferior 
Court  in  Norway.    By  my  note  of  December  13, 
1811, 1  furnished  to  your  Excellency  proofs  that 
the  captor's  appeal  from  that  sentence  had  been 
made  only  because  the  American  captain  (Fen- 
no)  refused  to  pay  six  thousand  rix  dollars  by 
way  of  compromise;  and  this  complaint  having 
been  laid,  by  His  Majesty's  order  before,  and  hav- 
ing been  duly  investigated  by  the  Chancery,  was 
deemed  to  be  so  well  founded  and  so  reasonable^ 
that  a  new  and  severe  law  upon  that  subject  was 
judged  to  be  expedient.    This  is,  in  fine,  the  only 
I  case  which  has  come  before  the  King,  wherein 
he  has  decided  unfavorably  against  a  prior  sen- 
tence of  acquittal  by  one  or  his  tribunals ;  and  it 
is  the  only  case,  as  far  as  I  know,  wherein  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  amongst  the  members  of  the 
High  Court  existing,  he  has  not  decided  in  favor 
of  the  claimant.  To  the  just  and  liberal  principles 
which  actuated  His  Majesty  on  such  occasions, 
in  this  case  was  added  that  which,  even  in  default 


No.7— B. 

CoPBNHAOBN,  April  10, 1812.   . 

Sir  :  In  one  of  the  first  interviews  which  I  had 
with  your  Excellency,  you  assured  me,  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  ^'that,  for  the  future,  the 
United  States,  shoula  have  nothing  to  complain 
of;"  fully  relying  then  on  the  eood  faith  and 
friendly  sentiment  in  which  this  declaration  was  I  of  other  favorable  circumstances,  it  was  to  be  sup- 


made,  to  those  favorable  dispositions  of  His  Ma- 
jesty I  have  addressed  all  my  subsequent  reclam- 
ations; and  the  reports  which  I  have,  from  time 
to  time,  submitted  to  my  Government,  have  cor- 
responded to  the  harmony  thus  established  in  our 
proceedings.    Judge  then,  sir,  with  what  ei^treme 
concern  and  regret  I  now  find  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  protesting  and  reclaiming  against  a 
sentence  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  ground- 
ed on  the  King's  own  decision,  against  tbe  Amer- 
ican ship  Brutus  and  her  car^o,  the'  genuine  pro- 
perty ot  American  citizens ;  in  favor  of  which  1 
hptve  been  for  several  months  negotiating  with 
your  Excellency ;  respecting  which  I  have  fur- 
nished documentary  evidence  of  i^reat  import- 
ance, and  the  circumstances  of  which  I  was  so 
fully  authorized  to  consider  as  peculiarly  favora- 
ble.   Judge,  sir,  of  the  concern  with  which  I  see, 
in  the  sentence  now  given,  that  the  reclamation 
which  I  have  made,  in  this  case,  has  been  passed 
over;  the  documents  which  I  have  furnished 
have  been  set  aside ;  and  that  grounds  for  con- 
demnation have  been  assumed,  wholly  insuffi- 
cient, and,  in  part,  even  contrary  to  facts  as  es- 
tablished by  these  documents.    I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  His  Majesty  does  not  believe  that  I 
am  capable  of  attempting  to  support  any  cause 
but  the  just  cause  of  a  genuine  American  citizen; 
nor  shall  I  readily  abandon  the  conviction  that 
he  is  still  actuated  b^  the  just  and  friendly  dis- 
positions which  motived  the  declaration  above 


posed,  could  not  but  determine  him  to  release  the 
vessel ;  the  ofier  on  the  part  of  the  captors^  and 
the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  American  captain, 
to, compromise;  for  what  stronger  presumption 
can  be  furnished  against  thejusticeoi  the  captors' 
claim  than  their  offer  to  compromise  it  for  a  small 
sum,  or  what  more  favorable  to  a  belief  in  the 
American  captain's  innocence  than  his  refusal 
to  pay  that  sum  1 

By  the  copy  of  the  sentence,  which  I  have 
herewith  the  honor  to  enclose,  your  Excellency 
will  perceive  that  the  tribunal  has  commenced 
by  an  assertion  that  Captain  Fen  no,  during  his 
detention,  attempted  to  escape,  and  that  upon  this 
supposed  attempt  are  grounded  its  '*  suspicions;" 
but  in  the  note  which  I  addressed  to  you  on  the 
4(h  of  January  I  enclosed  a  document  which 
proved  most  incontestably  that  no  such  attempt 
was  made,  and  that  the  assertions  of  the  captors, 
in  this  respect,  were  altogether  false:  bow  aston- 
ishing, then,  that  the  High  Court  should  venture 
to  place  its  sentence  on  such  ground.  The  other 
motive  mentioned  in  the  sentence,  considered  as 
objections  to  the  neutrality  of  this  ship  and  car- 
go, are  scarcely  entitled  to  comment.  What,  if 
different  handwritings  are  found  in  a  sea-letter, 
which  issued  from  a  department  where  many 
clerks  are  employed  ?  What,  if  "omissions"  or 
^^errors"  in  such  or  other  docnmenu?  I  must 
observe,  however,  that  the  sea-letter  in  -question 
was  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  Ameri- 
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cftD  Consul,  Mr.  Saabyre;  and  that  he  ^ve  a  for* 
mal  certificate  that  the  paper  was  g^^uine,  which 
certificate  was  submitted  to  the  Court  by  the 
claimant's  counsel.  As  to  the  certificates  of  the 
French  Consul,  the  American  captains  must  re- 
ceive them  as  the  Consuls  may  please  to  give 
them,  with  whatever  errors  or  absurdities  they 
may  contain;  but  it  is  worthy  of  particular  ob- 
servation, that  the  objection  made,  in  this  case, 
to  the  French  Consul's  certificate,  originated  in 
the  tribunal  itself.  The  captor  did  not  deem  that 
certificate  to  be  of  any  importance;  no  objection 
was  taken  to  it  in  any  of  the  prior  proceedings; 
the  counsel  of  the  American  captain,  of  course, 
had  not  any  opportunity  of  defending  his  client 
on  that  head. 

We  herein  see  an  innovation  on  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, of  a  character  entirely  novel — the  court 
placing  itself  in  the  situation  of  the  accusing 
party,  and  condenming  the  property  ia  litigation, 
on  grounds  not  assumed  by  the  captor.    The  onlv 
documents  of  real  importance  to  be  considerea, 
are— •!.  The  register.    Is  it,  or  is  it  not,  a  genu- 
ine document,  proving  the  vessel  to  be  the  prop- 
erty of  the  persons  therein  named?  2.  The  clear- 
ance.   Did  the  vessel,  or  did  it  not,  come  from 
New  Orleans,  as  the  captain  pretends?    3.  The 
bills  of  lading  and  invoice.    Do  tney,  or  do  they 
not,  describe  the  cargo  actually  on  board  ?    These 
points,  satisfactorily  established,  what  else  can  be 
wanting,  where  the  intention  is  to  do  justice  to 
the  captured,  and  to  respect  the  neutral  rights  of 
the  countrv  to  which  he  belongs?    I  can  assure 
your  Excellency,  in  fine,  that  of  all  the  decisions 
which  have  taken  place  since  my  arrival  here 
the  one  now  in  question  is  the  most  extraordi- 
nary. ^  If,  amongst  all  the  just  cases  in  which  I 
have  interfered,  there  was  one  which  appeared 
to  me  to  stand  most  clear  from  difficulties  of  all 
kinds,  it  was  this  of  the  Brutus ; — and  I  was  still 
more  gratified  in  the  confidence  which  I  have 
indulged,  that  the  vessel  would  be  acquitted,  be- 
cause it  was  the  last  remaining  on  the  list  of  cap- 
tures which  have  occurred  since  my  arrival  here. 
What  may  be  the  merits  of  th«  captors,  in  the 
view  of  the  Kiog^  I  will  not  presume  to  conjec- 
ture ;  but  I  am  sure  that  they  cannot  have  any 
which  can  interfere  with  a  due  application  of  His 
Majestv's  just  principles,  or  any  in  relation  to  this 
case  which  are  not  founded  on  misrepresentation. 
I  must,  therefore,  earnestly  request  that  your  Ex- 
cellency wilt  lav  this  representation  before  him; 
and  I  do  confide,  that,  when  His  Majesty  sees 
what  I  have  stated,  and  is  pleased  to  consider  the 
enclosed  sentence  of  his  tribunal,  he  will  think 
proper  to  reverse  it,  and  to  order  the  restitution 
of  the  property  thus  condemned.     I  have.  d&c. 

GEORGE  W.  ERViNG. 


No.  8,  B.'^Tiwuiaiionfiom  ike  DanUh. 

Copy  of  the  nentenee  pronotmoed  by  the  High  Court 
of  Admixaltyyin  the  case  No.  164. 

Captain  John  Finno,  tw.  J.  T.  Samublsen,  e<  al, 
Ab  Captain  Feono's  conduct  during  thedeten- 


render  htm  auapleiouf,  and  therefore  aoihorize 
the  capture,  so  hta  later  coaduet  affords  a  grounded 
reason  for  calling  his  neutrality  into  queatioa. 

Besides,  in  the  very  documents  by  which  Cap- 
tain Fen  no  wants  to  prove  the  natioiiality  of  the 
vessel,  and  the  le^Iity  of  the  voyage,  there  are 
found  such  deficiencies^  that  the  precepts  eoa- 
tained  in  the  prize  act,  in  this  respect,  cannot  be 
looked  upon  as  beiDg[  accomplished. 

1.  The  sea-letter  is  not  in  the  usual  order,  aa 
partly  it  is  not  filled  out,  and  partly  an  elucida- 
tion is  wanting  in  several  places  respecting  the 
domicil  and  burden  of  the  vessel.  The  only  plaee 
where  the  burden  is  mentioned,  is  perceptibly 
added  by  a  strange  hand.  Thus,  the  sea-letter 
can  only  be  considered  as  a  blank,  arranged  per 
males  artea  for  the  use  of  the  vessel. 

2.  The  attest  found  on  this  certificate  of  the 
cargo,  under  the  name  of  the  French  Consul,  must 
be  false.  Though  the  French  Consuls  mi^ht 
still,  in  the  year  1811,  have  made  use  of  the  iaaig- 
niaof  xhe  French  Republic,  still  it  can  no  wise 
be  admitted  that  words  without  meaning  should 
have  been  inserted  in  their  seals,  which  words 
are  even  put  in  a  reversed  manner.  Thus,  this 
seal  must  be  counterfeited,  by  which  no  caution 
or  accuracy  has  been  observed,  in  order  to  imi- 
tate the  true  one.  But.  if  the  seal  be  Considered 
as  false,  it  also  follows  from  thence,  that  the  sanae 
must  hold  good  with  respect  to  the  attest,  the 
genuineness  of  which  the  seal  is  to  confirm.  And 
from  this  it  further  results,  in  pursuance  of  the 
prize  act,  and  His  Majesty's  resolution  commu- 
nicated the  23d  October,  1810,  to  this  high  court 
that  such  a  false  attest  vitiates  the  authenticity  of 
all  the  other  documents,  even  if  they  are  in  appa- 
rent order : 

Decreed — 

The  ship  Brutus,  John  Penno,  master,  together 
with  her  cargo,  litigated  in  this  ease,  are  hereby 
adjudged  to  Jens  Tobias  Samuelsen,  and  other 
privateer  captains,  as  a  good  prize.  The  court 
charges  of  the  prize  court  shall  be  naid  out  of 
the  ship  and  cargo.  For  the  rest,  tne  costs  of 
the  process  are  annulled. 

The  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Copenhagen, 
the  7th  of  AprU,  1812. 

WLEUGBL. 

I  certify  the  correctness  bf  the  copy. 

N.  TERBOL. 

I  certify  that  I  have  truly  and  faithfully  trans* 
lated  the  above  from  the  Danish. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  Copenha- 
gen, 8th  of  April,  1812. 

N.  HBNRiaUES, 

Translator  RaifaL 

No.  20. 

Extract  from  the  list  of  vessels  captured  or  de- 
tained in  the  year  1811.  This  extract  being  of 
those  which  were  tried  and  released  by  sentences 
of  the  prize  court  in  Copenhagen,  from  which 


lion  in  endeavoring  to  escape  the  privateers  must  I  the  captors   did  not  appeal]   and  showing  the 
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amount  of  costs,  fines,  and  taxes  ander  the  two 
per  mille  law,  paid  in  ▼irtae  of  said  sentences. 


LIST  OF  CA8BB 

■ 

Tessels. 

Two  per 

Expenses 

Fines. 

mille. 

1 

of  court. 

Rix  dolls. 

Rix  dolls. 

Rjx  dolls. 

Phoenix    - 

Freeman  - 

93 

40 

800 

Swift 

Clsrkson  - 

260 

40 

00 

Augustas 

Pimt 

000 

40 

400 

Dover 

Burrough  - 

118 

40 

30 

William   - 

Goodwyn  - 

98 

40 

30 

Experim't 

V^ibbert     - 

830 

40 

160 

Swift 

Daggett    - 

160 

40 

00 

Zodiadi   . 

MUlar       - 

1,313 

40 

800 

Eflrezia      • 

Law 

903 

40 

00 

George     • 

Howland  - 

330 

40 

00 

Snk^      . 

Osgood     - 

400 

40 

00 

Lien 

Jones 

M13 

40 

1,000 

Concordia 

Johnson    - 

3,000 

40 

00 

Packet     - 

Somes 

648 

40 

1,000 

Jane    Ma- 

, 

ria-      '. 

Moffiitt     - 

36 

40 

600 

Rover 

Groves 

392 

40 

600 

Angustas  - 

Flint 

1,094 

40 

1,500 

Horace     - 

Leach 

838 

40 

1^0 

10,876 

720 

8,410 

RECAPITULATION. 


Amount  of  two  per  mille 
Amount  of  expenses     • 
Amount  of  finss  • 


•   10^876 

730 

-     8^10 


Total  amount,  rix  dollars,  30,006 


N.  B.  The  Danish  rix  dollnr  may  be  esttmaled, 
in  this  account,  at  an  average  of  seven  and  a  half, 
equal  to  one  Spanish. 

This  extract  does  not  contain  the  Tessels  re- 
leased by  the  prize  ooart  in  Norway,  viz : 

Hoebe,  Parson ;  Pilot,  €bwer;  Industry,  Cook  ^ 
Fame,  Perry ;  Comet,  Dennis* 

Nor  the  "  Rachel,''  Mattenly,  releaeed  at  Aal- 
borg. 

Nor  the  «<  Delaware  »  Gill,  and  "  Dolphin,^  La- 
tham, which  were  released  on  the  preliiiaiaary 
examinations. 

Nor  the  «*  Herald,"  Silsby,  which  was  neither 
fined  nor  taxed,  but  received  eight  Spanish  dollars 
for  each  day's  detention— all  costs  paid  by  the 
captor. 

Bxtraet  from  the  lists  of  cases  which  were 
pending  on  the  90th  of  May,  1811.  and  of  those 
which  occurred  during  the  year  1611,  subsequent 
to  the  30th  of  May.  This  extract  containing  all 
each  cases  as  have  been  acquitted  on  appeals  to 
the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Copenhagen,  and 
showing  the  amount  of  costs,  fines,  and  taxes,  un* 


- — "— — ■ ■ ■ -  ■    ■ —  ^   — I  ■■■    — ^— - 

der  two  per  mille  law,  decreed  against  them  in 
the  sentences  of  said  high  court : 


LIST  OF  CASES. 


Yesseli. 


Egeria  '    - 

Oscar 

Mhierva  - 

Pittsburgh 

Richmond 

Amiable 
MatUda  - 

Nimrod    - 

William  4c 
Jane 

Bachel     - 

Washing* 
ion 

Washing- 
ton 

John 

Jeremiah  - 

Nancy 

Joseph 

Msna 
Theresa - 

Laura 


Captains. 


Law 

Cnnning- 
ham 
Baker 
Yardsley 
Jarris 

Hague 
Smith 

Bunker 
Joseph 

Almy 

Brown 

Reynolds 

Rusiell 

Eveleth 

AUan 

Phelps 
Lambert 


Two  per 
mille. 


Rix  dolls. 
660 

400 
408 
833 

313 

383 
866 

760 
548 

663 

346 
640 
438 
346 
863 

166 
404 


Expeni 
of  court. 


Rix  dolls. 
40 

40 
40 
40 
40 

40 
40 

40 
40 

'    40 

40 
40 
40 
40 
40 

40 
40 


6,933 


680 


Fines. 


RixdoUs. 
1,000 

00 
1,000 

00 
1,000 

00 
1,000 

2,000 
00 

0(^ 

3,000 
00 
00 

1,000 
00 

700 
1,600 


13,300 


RECAPITULATION. 


Amount  of  two  per  miUe 
Amount  of  expenses 
Amount  of  fines  - 


6,933 

680 

13,300 


Total  amount,  lix  dollars,  19,803 


N.  B.  This  extract  does  not  contain  the  ^  AH- 
el,"  Butler;  "Fair  Trader."  Craig;  "Minerva 
Smyth,"  Mann  ;  acquitted  by  virtue  of  decree  of 
Sleswick  Holstein  Chancery. 

Nor  the  "  Maryland,"  Peters ;  in  which  case 
sentence  had  not  issued  at  the  closing  of  this 
list. 

GBOftOE  W.  ERVINQ* 

CoPSiTHAGBii,  April  10, 1813. 


No.  17. 
Mr.  Erring  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  Stote. 

CorniiHAOEN,  April  12, 1812. 
Sm:  With  my  despatch,  No.  10,  wus  submit- 
ted to  you  a  copy  of  the  reclamation,  dated  No^ 
vember  4,  which  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  muftDS 
against  the  sentences  of  condemmtion  passed  by 
the  Danish  tribunals,  in  the  years  1809  and  1810, 
on  Ameriean  ships  and  cargoes.    Mr«  de  Roaeft^ 
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krantz  was  prevented  at  first  by  ill  health,  and 
afterwards  for  a  loDff  time  by  pressure  of  rari* 
ous  business  (as  I  understood)  from  laying  it  be- 
fore the  King;  in  the  meantime  he  continually 
discouraged  any  expectation  that  His  Majesty 
would  accede  to  the  propositions  which  it  con* 
tains,  persisting  in  his  declaration  to  me  on  my 
first  arrival  here,  that  there  was  no  remedv  for 
the  past.  Finding  that  in  the  usual  course  of  ousi- 
ness  it  was  necessary  for  the  Minister  to  inform 
himself  fully  and  particularly  as  to  the  contents 
of  the  note,  so  as  to  submit  it  to  the  King  by  ab- 
stract only,  I  thought  that  I  might  at  once  expe- 
dite my  object,  and  add  to  the  probability  of  suc- 
cess in  it,  by  having  the  note  translated  into  the 
Danish  language;  I  sent  such  a  translation  to 
the  Minister,  on  the  22d  of  January,  requesting 
(by  No.  1  of  the  enclosures)  that  the  whole 
might  be  laid  before  the  Kinff.  This  was  done 
on  the  14th  of  February,  and  on  the  tame  day 
the  Minister  addressed  to  me  the  note,  No.  2,  re- 
lating to  Danish  claims  on  our  Government,  to 
whicn  I  answered,  on  the  17th  of  February,  as 
by  No.  3,  and  on  the  9th  instant  I  finally  received 
the  Minister's  reply  to  my  reclamation  of  No- 
vember 4,  (No.  4  of  the  enclosures.) 

All  my  former  communications,  sir,  have  pre- 
pared you  for  this  result,  and  the  most  extraordi- 
nary delay  of  the  King  in  announcing  it,  though 
80  far  creaitable  to  him,  inasmuch  as  it  denotes 
the  reluctance  with  which  he  has  come  to  a  con- 
clusion which  he  cannot  conscientiously  approve 
of,  and  which  he  has  not  found  any  admissible 
picas  to  support  or  to  countenance,  yet  has  also 
afforded  me  the  means  of  ascertaining  that  no 
favorable  change  of  this  determination  is  to  be 
hoped  for. 

All  the  business  which  my  appointment  l^iad 
in  view  being  now  completed,  and  as  there  is 
not,  as  far  as  I  know,  one  American  vessel  actu- 
ally under  detention  (by  Danish  capture)  in  any 
port  of  this  Kingdom ;  after  answering  the  Min- 
ister of  State's  note  in  suitable  terms,  I  propose, 
puisnant  to  my  instructions,  to  take  leave  and 
dej^irt  for  Paris.  I  wrote  yesterday  to  Mr-  Bar- 
low for  passports,  and  as  soon  as  they  arrive, 
which  may  be  about  the  commencement  of  next 
month,  I  snail  be  entirely  ready  to  make  use  of 
them.  In  the  meantime,  I  send  home  with  this, 
and  other  despatches,  my  Secretary,  Mr.  Lewis, 
whose  fidelity,  industry,  and  zeal  m  the  public 
service,  I  so  entirely  approve  of,  that  I  cannot 
bat  recommend  him  to  your  patronage  and  pro- 
tection. Previous  to  my  depicture  I  propose,  as 
I  have  before  inentionea  to  you,  to  present  Mr. 
Forbes  in  the  quality  of  "  aeent"  to  tne  Ministier 
of  State,  and  to  the  other  departments  of  Gov- 
ernment here,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  if  any 
of  our  vessels  should  hereafter  be  captured  by 
Danish  cruisers,  be  will  be  able  to  afford  them 
every  assiatance  of  which  their  cases  mmj  be 
•uaceptible,  and  that  bis  respectability  of  char- 
acter and  his  other  qualifications  will  procure 
doe  attention  to  his  official  representations.  I 
hope  also  that  on  my  return  to  Paris  I  may  be 
M$  to  asaiat  Mr.  Barlow  in  obtainittg  a  favora- 


ble  adjustment  of  the  questions  which  have  arisen 
out  of  the  French  captures  in  this  quarter. 

It  seems  to  be  scarcely  probable,  even  if  we 
should  not  be  at  war  with  England,  that  any  of 
our  vessels  which  may  have  left  the  United 
States  for  Russia  will,  if  they  touch  at  Gotten- 
burg  for  information,  proceed  on  their  voyages ; 
for  either  the  Emperor  of  France  will  occupy 
the  Russian  ports,  or  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
will  submit  to  his  terms ;  in  either  of  which 
cases  those  ports  will  be  rigorously  closed  acainst 
"  colonial  produce."  If  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
should  successfully  resist,  then  his  country  will 
be  inundated  with  whatever  we  can  supply  by 
the  commerce  of  England ;  in  this  last  case  it  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  the  English  will  take  any 
neutral  vessels  under  their  convoy ;  in  the  two 
former  cases  the  neutral  will  not  have  any  mo- 
tive for  joining  convoy :  on  the  other  hand,  the 
French  cruisers  will  certainly  intercept  every 
vessel  not  under  convoy,  which  may  enter  the 
Baltic  with  colonial  produce ;  and  it  is  equally 
certain  that  such  cruisers  will  be  sufficiently  nu- 
merous ;  for,  independent  of  the  privateers  prop- 
erly French,  the  Danes  have  found  so  little  en- 
couragement for  privateering  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  that  many  of  them  are  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of.  seeking  French  commissions. 

Mr.  Lewis  will  carry  with  him  the  original  of 
my  despatch,  No.  10,  which  encloses  authentic 
copies  of  the  sentences  therein  referred  to;  in 
thete,  sir,  you  will  notice  more  particularly  the 
extraordinary  principles  and  offensive  doctrines 
on  which  the  tribunals  have  founded  their  decis- 
ions; and  in  case  our  country  should  still  con- 
tinue in  peace.  Government,  having  the  whole 
matter  before  it,  will  be  able  to  give  our  com- 
merce such  direction,  and  to  place  it  under  such 
regulations  as  may  best  comport  with  its  future 
security. 

Witn  the  most  perfect  respect  and  considera- 
tion, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obe- 
dient servant. 

GEORGE  W.  BRYING. 
Hon.  Jaubs  Momrob. 

Secretary  of  Stale* 


No.  1. 


Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  RosenkranU. 

CoPENHAOBN,  January  22, 1812. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  eaclose  a 
translation  into  the  Danish  language  of  my  note 
to  your  Excellency  of  November  4.  and  of  the 
statement  thereto  annexed.  These  I  nave  caused 
to  be  prepared  with  particular  care,  trusting  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  in  their  entire 
form  before  His  Majesty. 

I  cannot  but  take  this  occasion  of  renewing  to 
your  Excellency  the  expression  of  my  earnest 
desire  that  you  would  enable  me  to  transmit  to 
my  Government  His  Majesty's  resolutions  on 
the  subject ;  nor  of  my  anxiety  that  those  reso- 
lutions, marked  by  the  enlightened  and  friendly 
policy  whieh  1  have  anticipated  in  my  reports  to 
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mj  GoTenimeDt,  may  correspond  to  the  jast  ex- 
pectations of  the  Uoited  States,  and  eement  that 
narmonf  and  good  understanding  between  the 
two  countries,  which  ought  always  to  subsist. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

QEOkOE  W.  ERVING. 

Mr.  DE  BOSENKRANTZ,  d^C. 


No.  2. 


fTBANSLATlON.] 

CoPENBAQEN,  February  14, 1812. 

The  Danish  brig  Henrickr  Capuin  Scheel,  de- 
parted from  Cape  Francois  in  1799,  was  cap- 
tured in  the  month  of  October,  of  the  said  year, 
by  a  French  privateer,  and  recaptured  a  few  days 
after  by  the  United  States'  ship  Pickering,  which 
took  her  into  the  isiand  -of  St.  Christopher's, 
where  she  was  condemned  on  the  ground  of 
being  recaptured,  whereby  the  owner  only  ob- 
tained about  one-eighth  part  of  the  ralue  of  the 
Yessel  and  cargo. 

The  Amerieaa  Qorernment  ought  to  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  this  measure,  having  by  iheir  instruc- 
tions of  March  12,  1799,  authorized  her  armed 
Tessels  to  recapture  allprizes  taken  by  the  French 
privateers.  The  sentence  of  condemnation,  pro- 
nounced, appears  also,  to  contain  an  inadmissible 
application  of  the  American  laws,  which  do  not 
relate  to  the  recapture  of  neutral  vessels.  The 
two  accompanying  printed  documents  prove  that 
Afr.  Madison,  then  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  recognised  the  validity  of  the 
claim,  and  recommended  the  interest  of  the  claim- 
ant to  Congress.  The  owner,  however,  having 
been  frustrated  in  his  attempt  to  obtain  the  com- 
pensation due  to  him,  has  been  obliged  to  insti- 
tute a  suit  against  the  officers  who  recaptured 
bis  vessel,  of  which  he  is  still  waiting  the  issue. 

A  similiar  claim  was  preferred  by  the  owner  of 
the  ship  Mercator,  captured  in  1800,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Malay,  commander  of  the  United  States' 
vaaael  Experiment,  afterwards  taken  by  a  British 
cruiser,  which  carried  her  to  Jamaica,  where  she 
was  declared  a  good  prize. 

It  is  shown  by  the  annexed  printed  report  that 
damage  to  the  amount  of  833^864  has  been 
awarded  to  the  owner  in  this  case ;  but  he  has 
not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  payment. 

In  presenting  these  claims  to  the  notice  of  Mr. 
Erviog,  the  special  Minister  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  undersigned  Minister  of  State, 
and  Chief  of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afikirs, 
flatters  himself,  that  he  will  lay  them  before  his 
Government,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  for  the  par- 
ties interested  that  indemnity  which  the  justice 
of  their  claims  so  evidently  calls  for,  but  which 
the  intervention  of  His  Majesty's  Charg6  d' Af- 
faires has  not,  to  the  present  period,  been  able  to 
accomplish. 

The  undersigned,  in  praying  Mr.  Erving  to 
have  the  goodness  to  return  him  the  enclosures, 
avails  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  renewing 
the  continued  assurance  of  his  high  considera- 
Uon.  N.  ROSENERANTZ. 


No.  3. 
Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  de  Rosenkrants. 

Copenhagen,  Feb.  17, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  Excellency's  note 
of  tbe  14th  instant,  relating  to  two  claims  of  Da- 
nish subjects  on  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  uninstructed  as  to  those  claims,  oth- 
erwise than  by  that  note,  and  by  the  documents 
which  it  enclosed.  In  these  I  perceive,  with  great 
satisfaction,  that  during  a  war  of  two  years  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  at  a  time 
when  the  Danish  commerce  was  in  activity,  and 
the  Western  ocean  was  covered  with  American 
cruisers,  the  causes  of  complaint  afforded  to  this 
country  were  confined  to  these  cases;  one  of  them 
a  mere  question  as  to  the  amount  of  salvage  ex- 
acted on  a  recapture,  and  both  of  them  grounded 
on  the  errors  or  misintelligence  of  officers  em- 
ployed on  foreign  stations ;  that  these  reclama- 
tions do  not  involve  any  misconduct  of  American 
tribunals,  any  violation  of  public  law,  any  offence 
of  neutral  rights,  or  any  bad  faith  or  unfriendly 
disposition  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  every  stage 
of  the  claims  a  love  of  iustice.  a  respect  for  neu- 
tral rights,  and  a  frank,  generous,  and  friendly 
character  towards  Denmark,  has  been  continually 
manifested  by  that  Government ;  and,  finally,  that 
complete  satisfaction-  to  tbe  claimants  has  hith- 
erto been  delayed  bv  causes,  which,  though  be- 
yond the  control  of  the  Executive,  do  not  forbid 
the  expectation  of  redress. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  my  Gov- 
ernment a  copy  of  your  Excellency's  note,  add- 
ing whatever  may  be  pro)per,  on  my  part,  to  pro- 
mote the  object  of  it.    I  renew,  dte. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

I  return  herewith  the  printed  papers  which 
were  enclosed  in  your  Excellency's  note. 

M.  OE  ROSBNKRANTZ. 


No- 4. 


[tbamolation.] 

CoPBNHAOBir  AprU  9. 1812. 
The  undersigned,  Minister  of  State  of  the  De- 
partment of  Foreign  Affairs,  having  laid  before 
His  Majesty  the  note  which  Mr.  Erving,  the  spe- 
cial Minister  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
addressed  to  him  the  4th  November  of  last  year, 
the  principal  object  of  which  is  to  claim  the  revis- 
ion of  several  sentences,  definitively  pronounced 
by  the  Supreme  Tribunals  of  Admiraltv,  which 
the  Special  Minister  considers  ili-foundeo,  and,  in 
opposition  to  the  principles  be  maintains,  ought 
to  serve  as  a  basis  to  the  proceedings  on  prizes, 
and  rules  for  the  judges  authorized  to  pronounce 
between  the  captors  commissioned  by  the  Danish 
Government,  and  the  capiors  and  owners  whose 
vessels  have  been  captured  under  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  is  authorized  by  the  orders  of  His 
Majesty  to  make  known  to  Mr.  Erving,  Special 
Minister  of  the  United  States,  that  tbe  King's 
very  particular  sentiments  of  friendship  for  the 
United  States,  and  his  esteem  for  the  President, 
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eaoDOt  influenee  him  to  permit  a  rerision  of  the 
senteoces  pronottoeed^tenDioatinfir  thecaases  aris- 
iD|;  from  cantares  made  by  the  craiiers  under  the 
flag  of  the  United  Statev. 

The  Special  Minister  will  be  pleased  to  find 
10  this  assertion,  which  isfoanded  on  the  facts  he 
may  bare  made  himself  acquainted  with  since 
his  residence  here,  that  the  Americau  flag  has 
OD  all  occasions  been  treated  in  the  maritime 
tribunals  conformably  to  the  rules  established, 
•precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  the  neutral  flags 
of  Europe. 

The  undersigned  is  moreover  authorized  to  ob- 
serve to  Mr.  Erving,  Special  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  if  permission  were  given  to  the 
eaptured,  who  have  pleaded  before  the  tribunals 
which  have  decided  by  a  definitive  sentence  be- 
tween the  parties,  to  make  in  their  favor,  revis- 
ion of  the  causes  terminated,  the  same  indulgence 
should  be  given  to  the  captors,  who  might  com- 
plain of  the  sentences  pronounced  against  them, 
and  that  in  this  manner  the  causes  arising  from 
prizes  would  experience  indefinite  delays,  as  pre- 
judicial to  the  captured,  as  to  the  captors. 

The  undersigned,  in  expressing  to  Mr.  Erving 
his  regret  at  not  being  able  to  grant  what  the 
Special  Minister  proposed  to  him,  has  the  honor 
to  renew  to  him  the  assurance  of  his  high  con- 
sideration. 

ROSENKRANTZ. 


No.  19. 
Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 

CoPfiNHAOBN;  17th  April,  1S12, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the 
reply  of  Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz  to  the  last  reclama- 
tion, which  I  presented  to  him  in  the  case  of  the 
"Brutus,"  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  with 
my  despatch.  No.  16. 

with  the  most  perfect  respect  and  considera- 
tion, sir,  your  very  obedient  servant. 

QEORGB  W.  ERVINO. 


[TBAIiaLATiaN.] 

CoPBHiiAOBH,  April  6, 1818. 

The  ondenigned,  Minmer  of  State  and  Chief 
of  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  has  not 
failed  to  attend  to  the  reclamations  which  Mr. 
Erving,  the  Special  Minister  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America,  made  to  him  under  date  of  the  23d 
September,  23d  November,  and  13th  December, 
of  the  last  year,  in  favor  of  the  difierent  American 
vessels,  and  specially  in  that  of  the  Brutus,  Fen- 
no,  master,  captured  and  brought  into  a  port  of 
Norway. 

It  is  known  to  Mr.  Erving.  that  the  causes  of 
the  vessels,  mentioned  in  the  list  of  the  13th  of 
December,  have  all  been  decided  in  favor  of  the 
captured,  with  the  exception  of  the  Maryland, 
DOW  waiting  a  decision,  and  of  the  Brutus,  which-, 
as  well  as  the  others,  have  been  reported  to  the 
King. 

It  is  with  regret  that  the  undersigned  fs  obliged 
to  inform  the  Special  Minister,  that  His  Majesty, 


after  having  examined  into  this  afibir,  has  tbooffht 
proper  to  leave  to  the  Supreme  Tribunal  of  Ad* 
miralty  the  pronouneing  of  the  sentence,  oonfoi^ 
roably  to  the  prineiples  and  instractioas  preaeri«> 
bed  to  this  tribunal  by  the  regnlatioas  concern iog 
privateers,  and  the  ordiaaoeea  regulating  the  pro- 
ceedings before  the  Supreme  Tribunal,  and  that 
this  tribunal  considers  itself  authorized  to  con- 
demn both  vessel  and  cargo  for  the  reasons  ex- 
pressed in  the  sentence. 

The  decision  of  the  King  hnving  been  acted 
upon  before  the  note  of  Mr.  Erving,  under  date 
or  the  10th  instant,  reached  the  undersigned,  as 
the  Special  Minister  will  see  by  the  date  of  the 
annexed  copy  of  sentenee^  he  has  not  been  aUa 
to  make  use  of  the  reiterated  redanaationa  of  Mr. 
Erving. 

The  undersigned  Hatters  himself  to  be  able 
shortly  t6  inform  the  Special  Minister,  that  the 
cause  of  the  ship  Maryland  haa  been  decided 
favorirbly. 

He  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  him  the  nsaor- 
ance  of  his  high  consideration. 

ROSENKRANTZ. 


No.  20. 
Mr.  Erving  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

CoPENBAOBN,  AprU  18, 1812. 
Sia :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a 
copy  of  what  I  propose  to  send  to  Mr.  de  Rosen- 
krantz. in  reply  to  his  note  of  the  9th  instant. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect  and  considera- 
tion, sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

P.  S.^I  akali  leave  with  Mr.  Forbea  the  doeu- 
meats  belonging  to  the  claims  here,  and  the 
claimants'  letters;  bat  I  think  it  mo»t  proper  upon 
the  whole,  to  transoiit  to  you  the  original  nocas 
of  Mr.  de  Roeenkiaats,  and  they  are,  therefore, 
herewith  enclosed.  G.  W.  £. 


CopsMBAOBif ,  April  18. 1818. 
His  EzeeDeaey  Mr.  de  Rbaenkranta,  First  Minisler  of 
Suta  and  Chief  of  the  Depeitment  te  Wmmgtk 
AAIrs,diEc>y  d(c. 

The  undersigned,  Special  Minister  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  has  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive the  note  which  his  Excellency  Mr.  de  Ro* 
senkrantz.  First  Minister  of  State  and  Chief  of 
the  Department  for  Foreign  Afihira,  addressed  to 
him  on  the  9th  instant,  by  order  of  his  Sovereign, 
in  reply  to  the  reclamation  made  by  the  nnuer* 
signed  on  the  4th  November,  1811,  against  certain 
sentences  of  Danish  tribunals,  passed  in  preced- 
ing years  on  vessels  and  cargoes,  the  property  of 
American  citizens. 

It  appears  that  His  Majesty  has  not  thought 
proper  to  authorize  the  Minister  of  State  to  enter 
into  discussion  with  the  undersigned,  upon  any  of 
the  various  subjects  which  that  reclamation  em- 
braces; to  contest  or  to  acquiesce  in  any  of  the 
doctrines  upon  which  h  is  based;  to  ofier  any 
kind  of  satisfaction  for'any  of  the  various  inja- 
riea  which  it  complainu  of;  or,  to  propoee  any 
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eorrecttoB  of  the  abnten  and  malTersatioiM  whieli 
it  poiott  out  as  the  sources  of  those  injuries* 

It  is,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the  undersisned, 
formally  to  declare,  that  the  Groyerjooent  of  the 
United  States  canuot  rest  satisfied  with  suoh  a 
mode  of  treatiog  ^^g^^  which  it  holds  sacred, 
aad  will  nerer  sacrifice)  and  with  such  a  rejec- 
tion  of  the  just  claims  of  its  injured  citizens, 
which  it  will  never  cease  to  assert  and  to  protect. 

The  President  will  certainlyreeeive  with  satis- 
faction the  sentimeolsof  particular  friendship  to- 
wards the  United  States,  and  of  esteem  for  him- 
self, which  His  Danish  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  profess,  sentiments  which  he  will  readily  reci* 
procate,  and  which  he  was  eager  and  sincere  in 
advancing;  bttt  he  will^at  the saone tine,  receire 
with  surprise,  as  well  as  with  peculiar  concein, 
the  declaration  with  which  ibese  professions  are 
accompanied,  refosiii^  a  reparation  fior  the  wrongs 
which  he  has  complaiped  of;  wrongs  which,  un- 
redressed, cannot  but  be  considered  as  being  but 
little  in  accord  with  such  sentiments.  These, 
his  impressioas.  must  be  rendered  still  more  forci- 
ble by  the  teeoilection  that  a  suitable  redress  for 
simitar  wrongs  has  never  been  altogether  with- 
held by  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  with  whiob 
the  United  States  have  occasionally  found  them- 
selves in  collision;  button  the  contrary,  that  each 
of  the  chief  belligerents  has  heretofore  furnished 
a  signal  example,  wherein  the  firm  and  temper- 
ate voice  of  justice  has  prevailed  over  an  errone- 
ous policy;  each  has. attended  to  and  respected 
the  remonstrances  of  the  United  States,  satisfied 
with  their  demands,  and  amply  compensated  the 
losses  whioh  the  temporary  adaption  of  false 
principles^  or  the  misconstructioo,  or  malapplica- 
lion  of  acknowledged  principles  had  brought  upon 
their  citizeas;  thus  recognising  the  sovereignty  of 
just  laws  and  the  iudefectibility  of  the  neutral  rights 
which  spring  from  them:  not  can  the  President' 
be  now  reconciled  to  any  infringement  of  these, 
to  the  cruisiog  regulations  of  Denmark  in  those 
points  which  may  offend  them,  or  to  the  decisions' 
of  any  tribunals,  in  as  far  as  they  may  have  the 
same  tendency,  by  the  otfly  apology  which  His 
Majeeif  hat  aatkorisiNi  die  Minister  of  State  to 
offer  for  the  wrongs ecrmpkiAedo^  viz:  that  these 
decisions  are  jiunded  upon  the  same  principles 
which  direct  the  conduct  of  Denmark  towards 
neutral  European  Powers,  and  that  in  cases 
wherein  thosa  Powers  bavebaen  thereby  affected^ 
no  revision  or  retrospect  has  taken  place;  for, 
without  entering  into  the  inquiry,  whether  there 
does,  or  does  not,  exist  an  European  Power  neu- 
tral with  regard  to  Denmark^  and  with  which  she 
can  possibly  come  into  collision  on  such  subjects, 
without  pointing  out  the  difference  between  the 
neutral  position  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of 
ftuy  European- Power,  or  examining  in  any  de- 
gree the  conduct  of  Denmark  towards  the  Euro- 
pean Powers,  neutral  or  otherwise;  it  is  sufficient 
to  observe,  that  the  United  States  have  not  made 
common  cause  with  any  other  neutral  Power; 
they  have  not  bound  up  their  fate  with,  nor  do 
they  mean  to  submit  the^r  rights  to  the  arbitra- 
iton  of,  or  to  pare  them  down  so  as  to  suit  4he 
18th  Con.  2d  Sjbss. — 39 


cooTenience  of  any  Power  whatever-^bese  rights 
are  dear,  pronounced,  and  unequivocal,  they  are 
found  in  the  great  code  of  public  law;  if  other 
Powers  have  not  the  same  interest  in  defending, 
if  they  fiod  it  convenient  to  relinquish,  or,  for 
any  reasons  wbateVer.  cease  to  artsert  such  rights,, 
no  obligation  to  abandon  them  is  thereby  imposed 
on  America ;  but  to  the  contrary,  standing  alona 
amidst  the  great  struggle  of  nations,  her  obliga«. 
tion  to  protect  that  sacred  depoeite  is  strengthen* 
ed,  and  she  becomes  doubly  responsible  to  poster- 
ity for  this  sreat  inheritance,  since  she  ie  not 
deficient  in  the  power  and  means  of  preserving  it. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State  seems  to 
suppose  that  the  prinqipal  object  of  the  under-, 
signed  is  to  obtain  the  ^'  revision"  of  the  senteaeea 
of  the  tribunal  specified  in  his  note  of  November 
Alb,    h  is  proper,  therefore,  to  consider  this  part 
of  the  subject,  tnough  he  must  premise  by  ob- 
serving, and  he  be^s  His  Excellency  to  tinder** 
stand,  that  the  object  of  that  note,  which  entr 
braced  various  subjects  of  complaint,  was  to  ob-' 
tain  satisfaction  and  compensation,  learing  the 
"  mode''  and  the  ^  means"  to  be  adjusted  by  mv** 
tual  accord,  for  he  is  entirely  unwilling  to  rest 
the  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  to  make  theoa 
in  any  wi^e  dependent  on  an  abstract  discussion 
as  to  the  course  which  may  be  taken  to  produce 
the  satisfaction  required. 

The  undersigned,  in  his  note  of  November  4(1), 
has  shown,  as  he  trusts,  most  clearly  and  indis- 
putably that  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  as  a 
neutral  nation,  have  been  riolated  by  the  deci-. 
sions  therein  referred  to.;  if  not,  he  has  invited  the 
Minister  of  Slate  to  discuss  the  principles  on  which 
hi?  reclamation  is  founded.    Can  it  be  deemed 
to  be  a  satisfactory  answer  to  such  a  reclaim* 
tion,  that  other  nations  have  submitted  to  sim- 
ilar decisions  ?    Can  it  be  imagined  that  the  term. 
'^  definitive"  as  applied  to  such  decisions  is  con- 
clusive against  the  United  States  ?    Can  it  be  ex- 
pected that  they  will  acquiesce  in  a  decision  as 
just  J  beoausA  it  is  termed  '^definitive  ?"    The  Con- 
stitution, the  faculties,  and  the  police  of  Admi* 
ralty  tribunals,  in  this  as  in  every  other  country, 
are  formed,  by  and  depend  on  the  will  of  the  Sov* 
^reitfu,  and  ia  strictly  responsible  to  foreign  najtioas 
in  all  cases  affecting  their  rights  for  a  correct  ad- 
ministration of  jttsttce,  on.the  principles  of  public 
law  which  form  the  basis  of  those,  fights.    No  : 
foreign  nation  submits  its  cause  to  the  arbitrary 
or  capricious  -decisions  of  such  tribunals,  or  re* 
spects  their  decisions  in  any  degree,  farther  than 
as  these  may  be  found  to  conform  to  its  own  sense 
of  its  own  righu.    The  tribunal  is  the  mere  in- 
strument oi  the  Sovereign,  with  which  he  ope- 
rates, and  it  is  his  duty  so  to  direct  the  use  of  it, 
that  it  may  not  do  injury  to  the  rights  of  others; 
the  foreign  nation  therefore  looks  with  reason  to 
the  tribunal  only  as  indicative  of  the  temper  of 
the  Sovereign  by  whom  it  is  appointed,  and  under 
whose  authority  it  acts,  and  not  as  the  arbitrator 
of  its  own  destiny.    When  a  foreign  Government 
complains  of  the  conduct  of  such  tribunals,  it 
calb  upon  the  good  faith  of  the  Sovereign  to  re- 
pair the  wrong  whioh  he  ought  to  have  restrained. 
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Shall  it  be  competent  for  the  Sovereign  to  refer 
Uie  offended  partf  for  satisfaction  to  the  very 
cause  of  complaint?  What  is  this  but  to  adopt 
the  injustice  complained  of?  Since  when  has  it 
been  agreed  that  the  belligerents  shall  give  law 
to  neutral  nations?  Does  the  '^ ancient  faith" 
which  in  peace,  augmenting  confidence,  removed 
the  probabilities  oi  war,  and  in  war  mitigated  its 
horrors :  does  it  no  longer  subsist  ?  Or,  in  a  merely 
iiolidcal  calculation,  does  it  not  occur  that  the  bel- 
ligerent may  hereafter  become  neutral?  How- 
ever these  questions  may  be  answered,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  there  is  a  self-conserving  principle  in 
truth  and  ri^ht  which  insures  their  vindication, 
ao  that  a  nation  may  be  said  to  be  deceiving  itself 
when  it  refuses  what  is  due  to  the  just  demands 
of  others. 

His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  State  has  been 
instructed  to  observe,  that  if  His  Majesty  could 
consent  to  a  revision  of  the  sentences  of  his  tri- 
bunals, in  favor  of  those  whose  property  has  been 
condemned  he  ought  to  extend  such  revision  to 
the  sentences^  by  which  captured  property  has 
been  acquitted. 

The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  of  remarking, 
that  the  reclamation  which  he  has  made  is  the  re- 
clamation of  the  American  (Government  against 
certain  sentences  of  condemnation,  passed  on 
American  property  by  tribunals  appointed  by  His 
Danish  Majesty  and  acting  under  his  authority. 
The  American  Government  finds  iUelf  aggrieved 
hy  such  decisions.  Is  His  Majesty  dissatisfied 
with  the  decisions  of  a  contrary  character,  by 
which  American  property  has  been  acquitted  ? 
Certainly  not :  ^et  only  upon  that  ground  could 
His  Majesty  desire  a  revision  of  the  sentences  of 
acquittal,  for  no  question  now  exists  between  the 
captor  and  the  captured ;  the  question  is  between 
Oovernmeni  and  Qovernment;  nor  is  it  readily 
to  be  conceived,  that  tribunals  whose  decisions 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  has  found 
auch  ample  and  solid  reasons  to  complain  of,  can 
in  other  cases,  have  done  injustice  to  His  Majes- 
ty's subjects.  Itie  because  the  tribunals  have  b^n 
|»rtlal  to  His  Majesty's  aobjects;  because  they 
«re  not  eouru  of  arbitration,  in  which  the  United 
States  haa  its  e^ual  representation,  and  hence 
bave  acted  on  principles  the  justice  of  which  the 
United  States  does  not  acknowledge,  that  a  revi- 
aioa  of  their  sentences  against  the  property  of 
American  citizens  may  be  reasonably  proposed 
by  the  American  Government,  and  may  be  ac- 
ceded to  by  His  Majesty,  without  this  plan  con- 
templating any  Injury  to  his  subjects.  These  are 
the  grounds  on  which  similar  revisions  have  been 
demanded  in  other  countries,  and  have  been  grant- 
ed, and  compensation  obtained,  without  its  ever 
having  been  proposed  that  sentences  of  acquittal, 
which  have  only  tended  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  the  injuries  complained  of,  should  also  be  re- 
vised. 

The  nadersiffned  cannot,  therefore,  but  hope 
that  His  Danish  Majesty,  on  a  reconsideration  of 
this  important  subject^  will  see  fit  to  adopt  some 
plan  with  respect  to  the  matters  complained  of, 
which  may  satisfy  the  just  expectations  of  the 


United  States.  He  has  thought  that  it  best  com- 
ported with  the  friendly  and  conciliatory  dispo- 
sitions of  his  Government,  not  to  propose  any 
which  shoul(^  interfere  with  such  arrangements, 
as  having  due  regard  to  the  object  it  might  be 
most  convenient  to  His  Majesty  to  make,  and 
therefore  in  his  note  of  November  4th,  stated, 
what  he  will  here  repeat, "  that  the  mode,  the 
means,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  even  the  time  may 
be  subjected  to  considerations  of  mutual  conve- 
nience and  accord."  He  requests  that  the  Min- 
ister of  State  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  note  be- 
fore His  Majesty;  a  correct  translation  of  it  in 
Danish  is  herewith  enclosed. 

He  renews  to  His  Exoellency  the  Minister  of 
State,  assurances  of  his  distinguished  eonatdera- 
tion. 

GBORGE  W.  ERVING. 

His  E^'cy  M.  on  RooBStKnAiiTz. 


No.  21. 


Mr  £rving  to  Mc»  Monies,  Seoetsiy  of  State. 

CoPBNHAOfiK,  April  20, 1812. 

SiR^  With  my  despatch  No.  8  (of  September 
8th)  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  copies  of 
my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Desauffiers,  then 
Charge  d' Affaires  of  France,  which  l  had  pre- 
viously laid  before  the  Minister  of  State  here,  and 
whieh  was  also  transmitted  by  Mr.  Desangiers  to 
his  Government.  In  my  notes  to  Mr.  Desaugters 
were  particularized  the  various  excesses  of  the 
French  corsairs  in  these  waters,  which  appeared 
to  me  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  th«t 
Government,  as  well  as  injurious  to  our  com- 
merce ;  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  now 
transmit  to  you  the  new  instructions  which  Mr. 
Desauffiers  has  been  ordered  to  give  to  the  cap- 
tain orthe  corsairs. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  4«. 

GEORGE  W.  ERVING. 

His  Eic'y  M»  bb  RoaniiKRAiiTZ. 


No.  22. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ening  to  Mr«  MoBro» 

SeentaiyefBtate. 

CoPBTCBAeBN,  Mojf  9, 1812. 
I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you 
dnpticate  of  my  letter  No.  20,  (by  Mr;  Lewis,) 
dated  April  18th.  The  note  of  the  same  date  to 
which  it  refers,  with  the  few  alterations  which 
will  be  found  in  this  duplicate,  was  seat  to  Mr. 
de  Rosenkraatz  on  the  21st,  and  was  laid  by  him 
before  the  King  on  the  Ist  instant ;  in  the  mean- 
time I  had  several  conversations  with  that  Min- 
ister upon  the  subject  of  it,  in  which  I  did  not 
fail  to  urge  whatever  might  contribute  to  a  favor- 
able answer  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty;  finally, 
on  the  8th  instant  (yesterday)  he  sent  to  me  the 
note  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy.  You  will 
observe,  sir,  the  new  position  which  our  claims 
assume  under  this  communication,  and  the  rea- 
sonable expectation  which  it  affords  of  a  settle- 
ment hereafter.  I  have*  endeavored  to  have  this 
point  placed  in  a  more  formal  and  explicit  shape 
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[translation.] 
Mr.  de  KoMnknnte  to  Mr.  Erring. 

Copenhagen,  May  8. 1812. 

The  DDdersigned.  Mioister  of  Statej  and  of 
ForeigD  Affairs,  has  had  to  explaia  to  Mr.  ErviDg, 
special  Minister  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea, 
in  his  note  of  the  9th  of  hHt  monthj  the  motives 
which  have  influenced  the  King,  his  master,  not 
to  grant  the  rerision  of  the  sentences  of  the  Su- 
preme Tribunal  of  Admiralty  definitirelf  termi- 
nating the  causes  brought  before  this  tribunal, 
arising  from  the  captures  made  by  Danish  cruisers 
of  vessels  sailinff  under  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  and  thai  for  this  reason  he  could  not  per- 
suade himself  that  the  ulterior  representations 
which  the  Special  Minister  had  thought  proper 
still  to  address  him  could  produce  any  change  in 
the  determination  of  His  Majesty.  The  Minister 
of  Foreign  Relations  has,  however,  prevailed  on 
the  King,  his  master,  to  be  pleased  to  examine 
the  note  which  Mr.  Erving  addressed  to  him,  un* 
der  date  of  the  18th  of  last  month,  reiterating  the 
elaim  to  redress  for  the  wrongs  previously  recited, 
and  satisfaction  for  which  he  coasiders  it  his  dut/ 
still  to  insist  upon. 

The  undersigned  hastens  to  have  the  honor  to 
inform  the  Special  Minister  that  it  has  been  en* 
joined  on  him  by  his  Sovereign  to  answer  the 
abovementioned  note  of  the  Special  Minister,  by 
referring  to  the  contents  of  his  preceding  note  of 
the  9th,  as  to  the  friendly  dispositions  of  His  Ma- 
jesty towards  the  Oovernment  of  the  United 
States  ^  to  add  the  expression  of  his  extreme  re- 
gret that  he  cannot  agree  to  the  opinion  expressed 
by  Mr.  Brving,  as  being  that  of  his  Oovernment. 
in  regard  to  the  conduct  observed  towards  vessels 
under  American  flags,  brought  into  the  ports  of 
hl»  dominions  hy  his  armed  vesseb  or  by  those 
provided  with  letters  of  marque. 

The  war  in  which  the  Danish  nation  is  engaged 
with  Great  Britain,  who  employs  every  means 
to  conceal  from  observation  the  enterprises  of  its 
Bierchants,  in  making  use  of  foreign  flags  and 
litercbants,  have  caused  those  measures,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  preclude  Bnglish  commerce  from 
the  advantage  growing  oot  of  the  disposition  it 
has  alwavs  found  in  the  nierchants  of  other  na- 
tions to  beeome  the  agents  of  prohibited  trade. 
It  is  too  well  known  to  Mr.  Erving,'and  it  ought 
to  be  to  his  Government,  that  American  mer- 
chants and  mariners  have  frequently  lent  them- 
selves to  enterprises  of  this  nature,  for  the  Danish 
€k>vernnient  to  consider  it  necessary  to  multiply 
the  proofs  which  it  has  on  the  subject. 

It  is  well  kaown  to  the  Danish  Government 
that  the  United  States  do  not  pretend  either  to 
Approve  or  defend  the  conduct  of  American  eiti^ 
sens  who,  from  the  thirst  of  gain,  are  engaged  in 
enterprises  which  expose  them  to  loss,  if  the  fraud 
is  discovered.  Proofs  are  not  wanting  to  show 
that  they  have  frequently  succeeded  in  imposing 
both  on  the  officers  empowered  to  examine  cap- 
tured vessels  and  on  the  tribunals  of  prizes.  The 
subterfuges  to  which  thev  resort,  to  prevent  the 
discovery  of  the  enemy  character  of  the  expedi- 
tion have  necessarily  induced  those  intrusted  by 


the  King  with  the  examination,  as  wdl  as  the 
tribunal,  to  redouble  their  activity,  in  order  to 
fulfil  the  vicTws  of  His  Majesty  ;  but  it  never  has 
been  conformable'  with  these,  to  suffer  that  any 
injurv  should  be  sustained  by  the  mariners  and 
merchants  of  friendly  nations  who  carry  on  a  licit 
and  unsuspicious  commerce. 

The  persevering  struggle  of  the  Danish  Gov* 
ernment  in  favor  of  the  principles  upon  which 
the^  repose  the  iibertjr  of  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  neutral  nations,  forbids  the  suppositiou 
that  it  would  wish  to  derogate  from  them ;  but 
it  has  a  complete  right  to  tear  the  mask  from  the 
commerce  ot  its  enemy,  who  recognises  no  law 
in  regard  to  navigation  as  soon  as  neutral  Powers 
are  in  question.  The  King  will  not  renounce 
the  exercise  of  this  right.  If  His  Majesty  could 
be  persuaded  that  in  particular  cases  it  should 
happen  that  appearances  might  have  prevailed 
in  the  examination  of  some  causes  to  the  detri- 
ment of  some  American  citizens,  who  might  not 
have  been  able  to  demonstrate  sufficiently  that 
their  enterprises  of  commerce  were  legitimate, 
he  would  assuredly  be  led  to  address  just  com* 
plaints,  as  he  has  on  several  particular  oocasions 
given  proofs  of  his  favorable  dispositions  towards 
the  American  vessels  which  cik'cumstances  have 
conducted  to  the  ports  of  his  Kingdom. 

The  King  wishes  therefore,  to  give,  himself, 
proofs  to  tkw  Government  of  the  United  States 
of  the  sentiments  of  justice  with  which  he  is  an* 
imated. 

The  undersi^i^ed  flatters  himself  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  will  be  easily  persuaded, 
that,  during  so  hard  a  contest  as  that  with  which 
Denmark  now  sustains  against  the  Government 
who  so  evidently  disavows  the  rights  of  nations 
engaged  in  navigation,  the  moment  is  not  favor- 
able to  bring  anew  under  consideration  the  recla- 
mations which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  may  find  it  convenient  to  make  at  that 
period,  in  relation  to  the  objects  of  discussion. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  the 
Special  Minister  the  assurance  of  his  high  consid- 
eration. 

ROSBNKRANTZ. 


ALGIERS. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  November  17, 1813.] 

To  iht  Senaie  and  House  of 

.     JUpramtaHvu  qfthe  United  Staies: 
I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Consul  Gennral  of  the  United  States  to  Algiers,  sta- 
ting the  circumstances  preceding  and  attending  his 

departure  from  that  Regency. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Novivssm  17, 1812. 


Eairaei  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lear,  Coiuul  General 
at  Aigierej  to  the  Secretary  of  State*  On  board  the 
American  thip  Aii^any,  at  sea,  July  »»,  181». 

"On  the  17th  instant,  I  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive your  fespected  favors  of  the  6th  of  Febra* 
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•ry  and  29tii  of  Aprils  1813,  by  Capttin  Bbene- 
z«r  EvelethyOf  the  ship  Allegany,,  which  arrived 
at  Algiers  on  that  day,  with  the  foar  new  Medi- 
terranean passports,  two  hundred  tops,  and  the 
aeveral  packages  containing  messages,  reports, 
newspapers,  d^.,  together  with  the  letter  of  Rich- 
ard Forrest,  Esq.,  covering  the  inToice  and  bill 
of  lading  of  the  ship  Allegany,  sent  from  the 
United  States  with  a  cargo  of  naral  and  military 
stores  for  the  Regency  of  Algiersi  in  falfllment 
of  treaty  stipulations. 

*4  must  delay  replying  to  the  particular  points 
in  your  letter  uf  the.  20th  of  April,  until  I  shall 
hftve  gjren  an  account  of  the  most  unexpected 
and  extraordinary  event  which  I  beliere  has 
erer  taken  place,  even  in  the  extraordinary  events 
of  Algiers,  in  order  that  I  may  have  it  ready  to 
transmit,  in  case  I  should  meet  any  ressel  bocind 
to  the  United  States. 

**On  the  arrival  of  the  Allegany,  the  Dey  and 
the  officers  of  the  Regenev  expressed  the  most 
entire  and  complete  satisfaction ;  and  until  the 
20th  instant,  when  they  began  to  discharge  the 
earf^o,  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  other 
aentiment.  On  that  day  a  large  quantity  of  spars 
and  plank  were  taken  on  board  a  lighter,  by  the 
people  of  the  marine,  to  be  carried  on  khore,  by 
order  of  the  Minister  of  Marine,  but  they  were 
not  landed.  At  noon  the  Minister  sent  to  request 
a  note  of  the  articles,  and  their  quantity,  wnich 
were  on  board  the  ehip  for  the  Regency,  that  he 
might  lay  it  before  the  Dey  in  the  evening,  agree- 
abfy  to  his  orders.  I  accordingly  sent  tne  note, 
taken  frbm  the  invoice,  but  without  aflixing  the 
prices.  At  six  P.  M*,  I  received  a  message  bv  my 
dragoman,  from  the  Minister  of  Marine,  inform- 
ing me  that  when  he  laid  my  note  of  articles  be- 
fore the  Dey,  he  became  very  outrageous  on 
finding  there  was  only  fifty  small  barrels  of  gun- 
powder; and  four  cables  on  board ;  when  the  note 
sent  to  the  United  States  in  1810,  as  fbrnished 
by  the  Minister  of  Marine,  demanded  five  hun* 
dred  quintals  of  gunpowder,  and  twenty-seven 
large  cables,  besides  a  very  large  quantity  of 
cordage  and  other  articles,  as  may  be  seen  by 
said  note,  forwarded  in  my  letter  of  August, 
1810,  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State; 
and  told  the  Minister  that  he  would  not  receive 
the  cargo,  but  would  send  the  ship  away  from 
Algiers,  and  that  I  must  depart  in  her,  as  he 
would  not  have  a  Consul  in  his  Regency  who 
did  not  cause  everthiog  to  be  brought  exactly  as 
he  (the  Dey)  ordered. 

**Early  on  the  morniog  of  the  21st,  I  Waited 
on  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  inquire  into  this 
procedure,  when  he  confirmed  all  that  had  been 
told  me  by  the  dragoman,  and  added  many  other 
expressions  of  anger  and  disgust  of  the  Dey. 

'^  I  reasoned  with  him  on  the  subject,  stating 
that  it  had  never  been  usual  to  send  the  whole  of 
such  large  orders  at  one  time ;  that  we  had  been 
rery  punctual  in  our  payments,  and  that  the 
cargo  of  this  vessel  would  probably  pay  all  that 
we  owed ;  that  cargoes  had  always  come  in  this 
manner,  aborted,  with  a  part  of  each  article, 
and  that  I  had  never  before  found  any  difficulty. 


that  powder  and  cablea  were  articles  of  which 
we  did  not  make  enough  for  our  own  use  in  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  was  almost  impracti- 
cable, at  this  time,  to  bring  them  from  other 
countries,  as  was  well  known  to  himself  and  all 
the  world  ;  that,  in  the  present  distracted  state  of 
nations,  it  was  possible  the  United  States  might 
be  forced  into  a  war,  and  that  it  behooved  oor 
Government  not  to  be  destitute  of  so  essential  an 
article  of  defence  as  gunpowder ;  but  that  on  m 
future  occasion  we  might  oe  able  to  send  more  ; 
with  many  other  remarks,  which  he  allowed  to 
be  reasonable,  but  said  that  the  Dey  was  deter- 
mined ;  and  that  when  he  had  once  fixed  a  reso- 
lution he  never  departed  from  it.  And  added, 
that  the  Dey  insisted  upon  having  everythioi^ 
brought  whicli  he  ordered,  without  rc^ardiD^r 
whether  it  amounted  to  more  than  the  sum  stip* 
ulated  in  the  treaty  or  not ;  and  that  I  most  de- 
part on  Thursday  the  23d  instant,  on  board  the 
Allegany,  with  all  the  Americans  now  in  Algiera. 

^  1  wished  to  see  the  Dey,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose desired  an  audience,  which  was  denied  tne. 

**I  then  requested  that  k  fow  more  days  might 
be  allowed  for  my  remainin^r,  that  I  might  pre* 
pare  myself,  as  it  was  impossible  to  make  aay  ar- 
rangement of  my  affairs  in  so  short  a  time,  hoping 
in  the  mean  time,  to  make  some  accommodatton 
of  this  busineaa.  The  answer  was  that  the  Def 
would  not  allow  an  hour. 

''I  wrote  a  circular  to  the  Christian  Consols  in 
Algiers,  informing  them  of  my  ordered  departure, 

^  The  spars  and  plank  which  were  takes  out  of 
the  vessel  yesterday,  were  returned  on  board  this 
morning.  In  the  morning  of  the  22d,  I  sent  my 
dragoman  to  the  palace  to  say  that  i  wished  to 
make  a  settlement  of  the  cargo  of  the  hrig  Paul 
Hamilton,  which  had  -been  delayed  by  a  request 
from  the  palace  until  the  Allegany  should  arriFe^ 
when  a  eeitlementeould  be  made  for  both  vessels 
at  the  same  time* 

"The  request  was  granted,  and  tfare  dragouaan 
informed  me  that  the  Dey  wished  me  to  bring 
our  treaty  with  me,  that  we  might  see  the  tiuui 
when  it  commenced',  the  terms,  dbc.,  in  order  to 
make  a  final  settlement  of  oor  aecouiits.  This  I 
did,  and  while  I  was  settling  the  aeeoentof  the 
iPaul  Uamthon's  cargo  with  the  Prime  Minister 
and  Secretaries,  io  the  usual  manaer,  the  Dey^ 
dragomaa  came  down,  and  said,  the  Dey  wiriied 
to  see  the  treaty  whicn  I  had  bro«giK«  i  gave  it 
to  him  withoKt  oeeitatiea,  supposing  that  the  Dey 
might  wish  to  see  something  in  it,  or  that  he 
might  compare  it  with  that  which  was  ta  the 
palaoe.  Bat  when  I  demaeded  the  treaty  again 
the  Dey  refused  to  deliver  it,  saying,  by  his  drag- 
oman, that  when  a  Consul  was  sent  away,  fae^ 
the  Dey^  should  always  keep  his  treaty,  and  that 
inch  bad  ever  been  the  custom  at  Algiers. 

"  After  settling  the  account  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Paul  Hamilton,  which  amounted  to  $12,100,  and 
producing  a  tiscary  or  aeknowledffment  of  a  bal- 
ance due  to  the  United  States,  which  had  been 
given  in  February,  1810j  at  the  settlement  of  the 
cargoes  of  the  ship  Resource  and  brig  Blancbyy 
for  936^065;  the  Minister  and  Beerataries  said 
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there.  WM  still  $27fiQ0  4nm  to  the  present  time. 
This  I  denied,  as  I  had  the  receipts  of  the  Regen- 
cy for  the  payment  of  annuities  for  fourteen  and 
a  half  years,  ezclusire  of  the  amount  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Paul  Hamilton  and  the  tiacary,  for  (36,- 
065),  and  as  our  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  5th 
of  September,  1795,  it  would  be  only  serenteen 
years  m  the  whole,  from  which  the  fourteen  and 
a  half  years  were  to  be  deducted,  leaving  two  and 
a  half  years  endini;  the  5th  of  September  next, 
and  amounting  to  $54,000,  from  which  deducting 
the  esurgo  of  the  Paul  Hamilton,  and  the  tiscary 
before  mentioned,  would  leave  but  $15,826,  and 
whieh  I  had  no  doubt  but  the  earffo  of  the  ship 
AUecrany  would  fully  pav,  if  it  should  be  received. 

"  The  Minister  then  observed,  that  they  count- 
ed the  year  by  the  Mahometan  .calendar  consisting 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty-four  davs,  so  that  the 
difference  in  seventeen  years  would  make  it  one- 
half  year  more  than  we  counted.  I  told  him  that 
I^had  always  reckoned  the  years  in  the  Christian 
manner  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  dayi^  and 
that  I  presumed  the  same  was  done  by  all -other 
Coaeuls  having  accounts  of  a  similar  nature  with 
the  Regency.  He  said  it  was  never  so  done,  or 
allowed  by  the  Regency,  and  immediately  sent 
up  a  note  to  the  Dey,  of  the  sum  due  by  his  ac- 
ooantfVix:  $27,000. 

'*  After  a  short  time  the  Dey  sent  down  word 
by  his  dragoman,  that  the  balance  most  be  paid 
imtnediaidy  in  ccmh^  and  that  the  vessel,  with 
aayself^  4bc.,  must  depart  to-morrow  as  he  had 
ordered.  I  answered  that  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  comply  with  the  Dey's  order,  even  if  I  ac- 
knowledged the  balance  to  be  just,  and  had  every 
disposition  to  pay  it,  as  I  had. not  the  means  of 
obtaining  the  money,  especially  as  the  eaigo  of 
the  ship  now  in  port  was  sent  by  my  Gbvern- 
meot  tor  the  express  purpose  of  payings  what 
aaigbt  be  due  to  the  R^eacy,  and  was  the  strong- 
est possible  evidence  ofour  punctuality  in  fulfill- 
iBg  our  eni^ements. 

^  The  Prime  Minister  then  went  up  to  the  Dey, 
with  the  dragoman,  and  soon  returned,  saying 
<hat  the  Dey  persisted  in  his  first  order,  that  the 
moaev  should  be  paid  imu^iatdf;  or  that  I 
should  be  sent  to  the  marine  in  chaias,  the  vessel 
and  cargo  eoofiicated,  and  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  now  in  Algi«s  be  detained  in  sia- 
rery,  and  wdr  instantly  declared  against  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

^  I  told  the  Minister  that  the  matter  was  now 
brought  to  a  decision,  and  that  I  must  go  to  the 
marine  in  chains,  for  it  was  not  pouibU  for  me 
to  obtain  the  money;  and  had  no  more  to  say  on 
the  subject,  but  would  warn  them  of  the  evil 
which  they  were  bringing  on  themselves,  by  such 
unjust  and  outrageous  eonducL 

^  The  Minister  went  to  the  Dey  a  second  time, 
when  I  demanded  to  accompany  htm,  but  was 
refused,  and  soon  returned  with  what  he  said  was 
the  fixed  and  unakerabie  resolution  of  the  Dey, 
-Yiz :  that  he  would  allow  me  till  Saturday  morn* 
ing,  the  25th  instant,  to  pav  the  money  and  de- 
part with  the  vessel,  and  all  other  Americans  in 
Algiers ;  bm,if  this  was  not  doacy  he  should  coa« 


fiseate  the  vessel,  detain  in  slavery  all  the  Ameri- 
cans in  Algiers  and  declare  war  against  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  as  he  had  before  determined*  The 
Minister  also  added,  that  the  Dey  had  been  in- 
formed that  the  ship  had  brought  a  large  quantity 
of  coiTee,  for  sale,  and  some  other  articles  not  in- 
tended for  him,  (meaning,  I  suppose,  the  gun  bar- 
rels, &C.,  for  tbe  Emperor  of  Morocco ;  but 
whence  he  could  have  get  information  of  the 
latter  I  know  not,  for  I  had  never  mentioned  a 
syllable  of  it  to  any  one  in  Algien.  I  have  since 
learned  that  it  was  discovered  by  some  means  or 
other,  when  the  planks  and  spars  were  taken  out 
of  the  vessel  on  Monday ;)  and  that  he  was,  if 
possible,  more  highly  incensed  at  this,  than  on 
any  other  account }  saying  that  he  considered  it 
an  insult  oflfered,  by  havinjjf  merchandise  em- 
barked on  boar^  a  vessel  whtch  was  said  to  have 
been  sent  for  the  sole  purpose  of  bringing  the 
annuity. 

*'As  1  was  determined  that  nothing  should  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  settle  this  unpleasant,  and 
to  me  unaccountable  business,  I  proposed  to  the 
Prime  Minister  that  the  articles  now  sent  by  the 
Alleghany  should  be  received  and  passed  to  our 
credtt,  in  the  usual  manner  of  settling  the  ac- 
counts of  cargoes,  when  they  had  the  power  of 
fixing  their  own  prices,  ^  and,  that  whatever  bal- 
ance might  appear  due.  after  snch  settlement, 
should  be  paid  in  cash,  ir  the  Dey  desited  it ;  and 
that  he  might  send  a  note  of  such  articles  as  he 
expected  for  the  next  annuitv,  which  I  would  for- 
ward to  my  Government,  with  such  observations 
on  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  sending  the  whole 
of  them^  as  the  Dey  should  express.  By  this 
means,  if  the  proposition  should  be  accepted, 
time  wonld  be  given  to  make  preparations  for 
future  events,  or,  at  any  rate,  our  commerce  in 
this  sea  might  have  been  secured  by  giving  time- 
ly notice,  and  putting  our  vessels  on  their  guard. 
But  the  Dey  refused  to  listen  to  it,  and  repeated 
his  first  orders. 

'^  On  leaving  the  palace,  I  reflected  upon  the 
verv  critical  and  alarming  sitnation  of  our  affiiirs 
with  the  Regency,  which  was  not  only  brought 
on  in  the  most  unexpected  manner,  but  without 
any  reasonable  or  justifiable  cause  of  complaint 
on  the  part  of  the  Dey.  It  appeared  to  me  that 
he  had  determined  to  take  a  measure  which  I 
had  for  some  time  past  apprehended,  and  which  I 
had  more  than  once  the  honor  of  intimating  to 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  particularly 
in  my  letter  of  the  29th  Majr  last,  viz :  That  after 
having  concluded  a  truce  with  Portugal,  and  see- 
ing Sicilv  under  the  protection  of  the  British,  he 
must  make  war  upon  some  other  nation,  with  or 
without  a  cause,  in  order  to  employ  his  eruisers ; 
and  that  th^  extended  and  unprotected  commerce 
of  the  United  States  offered  greater  prospeeU  of 
advantage  from  plunder  and  capture  than  he 
could  expect  from  any  other  nation.  The  ulti- 
mate consequence  of  such  conduct  he  would 
nerer  calculate;  neither  would  he  be  restrained 
by  any  sense  of  shame,  or  of  the  flagrant  injus- 
tice ot  the  act. 

'*  In  this  state  of  embarrassment,  and  with  these 
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refleetiont,  I  was  still  determined  to  try  all  PpssU 
ble  means  to  accommodate  the  present  difficul- 
ties, before  the  ultimate  period  fixed  by  the  Dey 
should  arrive ;  but  if  that  could  not  be  effected,  I 
should  prepare,  if  possible,  to  pay  the  balance 
demanded  in  money,  to  prevent  the  loss  of  the 
ship  and  cargo,  the  detention  of  all  Americans  in 
Algiers,  and  the  immediate  capture  of  others. 

"In  order  to  raise  the  monef  I  proposed  to  sell 
the  cargo  of  the  ship,  as  the  Dey  would  not  re- 
ceive it,  and  pay  him  the  proceeds  in  cash  to- 
wards the  balance,  but  he  absolutely  forbid  the 
sale  of  any  article  on  board  her.  Thus  situated, 
I  bad  no  other  meads  left  but  to  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain the  money  on  my  bills,  and  while  I  was 
using  every  means  in  my  power,  and  through 
every  channel  that  could  be  devised,  to  have  mat- 
ters accommodated  before  they  came  to  the  last 
eztremitv,  I  was  not  inattentive  to  the  necessity 
I  might  DC  under  of  procuring  the  money  in  the 
last  moment. 

'*  As  the  discussions  on  our  business  had  taken 
place  either  at  the  marine  or  in  the  palace,  in 
presence  of  all  those  usually  attending  there,  it 
was  no  secret :  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  hear- 
ing a  general  sentiment  of  disapprobation  ex- 
pressed on  account  of  the  Dey's  conduct,  more 
stronsly  than  I  could  have  supposed  it  would 
have  Deen  done,  when  it  was  known  in  what  awe 
and  dread  every  one  beheld  the  present  Dey, 
Whose  severity  is  almost  without  example.  . 

'*  The  only  quarter  fVom  which  money  could 
be  obtained  at  any  rate  was  the  house  of  Bacri, 
and  upon  application  to  him  to  know  if  I  could 
depend  upon  him  in  the  last  extremity,  he  raised 
many  difficulties  on  account  of  the  limited  time, 
of  the  many  very  heavy  payments  which  they 
had  been  obliged  to  make  lately  for  the  cargoes 
of  the  Qreek  prizes  purchased  by  them,  which 
had  entirely  absorbed  their  cash,  dbe.  He  also 
made  some  objection  to  the  security  of  such  bills 
on  account  of  my  being  obliged  to  leave  the  Re- 
gency j  to  that  I  answered,  that  I  should  not  de- 
sire any  one  to  become  my  security,  as  the  same 
objection  would  naturally  occur  to  them,  and. 
that  if  I  should  give  bills,  I  must  candidly  say 
that,  if  the  vessel  should  not  afterwards  be  per- 
mitted to  depart  with  her  cargo,  (as  I  had  some 
apprehensions,  from  the  shameful  conduct  of  the 
u^y^  might  be  the  case,  in  violation  of  his  word,) 
the  bills  would  not  be  paid,  as  the  proceeds  of  the 
cargo,  at  the  place  to  which  she  might  go,  must 
be  depended  upon  towards  discharging  such  bills. 
He  said  he  would  consider  the  subject,  and  {^ive 
me  an  answer  on  Fridav  as  to  the  practicability 
of  getting  the  monev,  if  it  must  be  had,  and  the 
terms  which  would  be  expected  for  it. 

"  On  Friday  I  made  the  last  effort  to  effect  an 
accommodation,  and  flattered  myself  with  some 
little  prospect  of  success,  as  the  Minister  of  the 
Marine,  and  somie  others  of  the  principal  officers 
of  the  Regency,  had  expressed  their  regret  at 
what  had  happened,  and  had  promised  to  do  eve- 
rything in  their  power  to  induce  the  Dey  to  alter 
his  determination,  if  the  Dev  should  introduce 
the  subject  before  them,  on  this  day,  when  they 


all  naet  him  at  the  palace  to  go  with  him  to  the 
mosque,  it  being  the  Mahomedan  sabbath ;  bat 
they  candidly  acknowledged  that  if  he  did  not 
bring  the  matter  forward,  no  one  would  dare  to 
introduce  it,  as  they  knew  the  obstinacy  of  hia 
temper,  and  dreaded  the  effeeta  of  his  resentment. 

"f  had  communicated  to  the  Minister  of  the 
Marine  the  proposition  which  I  made  in  the  pal* 
ace  on  Wednesday,  for  the  Dey  to  take  this  car;^a 
on  account,  and  to  pay  the  balance,  if  any,  ia 
cash,  &c.,  which  he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  he 
thouijfht  highly  reasonable,  and  such  as  should  be 
satisfactorv ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  remarked  oa 
the  inflexiole  obstinacjr  of  the  Dey,  when  he  had 
otice  taken  his  resolution. 

'^'At  one  o'clock  my  dragoman  brought  me  a 
message  from  the  Dey,  which  he  said  was  hia 
last,  and  irrevocably  fixed,  viz :  that  i  should  to- 
morrow morning  paj^  into  the  treasury  twenty- 
seven  thousand  Spanish  dollars,  which  he  claimed 
as  the  balance  of  annuities  from  the  United 
States,  and  then  depart  from  the  Regency  with 
my  family,  and  all  other  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  Algiers,  in  the  ship  which  had  brooght 
the  stores,  in  fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations,  and 
which  he  had  refused  to  receive ;  or  that  the  ship 
and  cargo,  with  all  other  Americans  now  in  Al- 
giers, should  be  detained,  the  former  confiscated, 
the  latter  kept  in  slavery,  and  that  war  should  be 
instantly  declared  against  the  United  States. 

"This  message  determined  the  business  and 
closed  everv  door  of  hope  for  an  accommodation* 
It  was  eonnrmed  by  the  Minister  of  Marine,  who 
said  that  the  subject  having  been  introduced  bf 
the  Dey  in  their  presence,  he  and  the  other  Min- 
isters had  ureed  everything  they  dared,  to  induce 
the  Dey  to  alter  his  determination,  and  to  accept 
my  proposition,  but  in  vain.  He  was  inffezible^ 
and  the  alternative  must  be  taken  immediately. 

"'  I  had  now  my  .ultimate  choice  to  make  be- 
tween the  payment  of  the  money,  if  it  could  be 
obtained,  and  the  certain  loss  of  the  vessel  and 
cargo,  worth  much  more  than,  the  sum  claimed 
by  the  Dey,  and  the  immediate  slavery  of  more 
than  twenty  American  citizens  (including  mv- 
self  and  family)  now  in  Algiers,  vMth  the  high- 
est probability  of  many  American  veseeb  and 
their  crews  being  captured  before  it  would  be 
possible  to  give  notice  of  what  had  happened,  to 
enable  them  to  consult  their  safety  by  remaining 
in  port  as  the  port  of  Algiers  bad  been  shut 
since  the  sailing  of  their  cruisers  on  the  13tb 
instant,  and  of  course  no  opportunity  had  offered 
to  communicate  an  account  of  these  transactiooa 
to  any  of  our  Consuls  in  the  Mediterranean. 

"I  therefore  made  my  election  to  pay  the 
money,  if  it  coold  be  obtaiaed,  especially  as  the 
departure  of  the  Allegany  would  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  the  most  speedy  information  to 
every  part  of  this  sea,  and  guard  American  rev- 
aels  against  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Algerine 
cruisers  now  out ;  as  I  can  now  have  but  little 
doubt  of  the  Dey's  having  given  orders  to  his 
cruisers,. on  their  sailing,  to  detain  and  send  ia 
such  American  vessels  as  they  may  find.  ForiX 
must  clearly  be  jMen  that  he  hat  no  reasonable  or 
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justifiable  ffroand  for  his  present  demand  and  eon* 
duct,  and  I  am  in  a  great  measure  confirmed  in 
my  apprehensions  entertained  and  expressed  in 
my  last  letters  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  after  the  truee  with  Portui^al  and  the 
protection  of  the  Sicilians  by  the  English,  he 
would  make  war  upon  some  nation  to  employ 
his  cruisers;  and  tinit  none  offered  a  better  pros- 
pect than  the  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

'^  The  present  posture  of  affairs  between  the 
United  Stales  and  QreatBritain,  juston  the  point 
of  open  hostilities,  weald  afford  another  guard 
and  security  against  oar  seeding  a  force  into  this 
sea  to  protect  our  commerce  now  here,  or  rerenge 
,  the  insult  and  injury  inflicted  on  us;  especially, 
too,  as  under  present  circumstances,  he  must  sup- 
pose, that  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the  British, 
with  whom,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  he 
has  ft  treatj  offensive  and  defensive. 

"  I  sent  for  Mr,  Baeri,  and  informed  him  of  my 
determination  to  pay  the  money  and  depart  from 
Algiers,  and  should  depend  upon  him  for  it.  But 
that  if,  after  paying  the  money,  the  vessel  aikl 
Americans  should  not  be  allowcNcI  to  depart  from 
Algiers  (which  I  had  reason  to  apprehend  from 
the  Dey's  outrageous  and  extraordinary  cobdnct 
might  happen  notwithstanding  his  declaration) 
the  bills  which  I  ^ight  draw  would  not  be  paid 
at  Qibraltar ;  for,  that  I  must  depend  upon  the 
sale  of  the  cargo  of  this  vessel  to  meet  the  bills  as 
far  as  it  would  go ;  and  that  I  gave  him  this  in- 
formation, that  he  might  know  the  ground  on 
which  he  stood.  He  replied  that  he  should  have 
full  faith  in  the  bills  on  that  condition,  and  then 
observed  that  the  sacrifice  which  must  be  made 
to  obtain  the  money  at  the  moment,  could  not 
be  less  than  twenty-five  per  cent.  After  some 
further  discussion  of  the  subject,  and  knowing  the 
impoaRibliity  of  obtaining  l^e  money  from  any 
other  quarter,  (about  which  I  bad  made  inquiry 
for  two  days  past,)  1  agreed  to  give  him  the  aa- 
vance,  which  brought  the  amount  to  $33,750; 
and  in  the  evening  gave  him  a  bill,  at  thirty  dajrs 
sight,  on  John  Ghivino,  Bsq.,  Consul  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  Gibraltar,  in  favor  of  Moise  Levy 
Valensen,  of  Gibraltar,  value  received  of  Jacob 
Cain  Bacri,  of  Algiers,  on  account  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  to  pay  a  balance  claimed  by 
the  pay  of  Algiers,  for  annuities  from  the  United 
States,  the  Dey  having  refused  to  receive  the 
naval  and  military  stores  sent  from  the  United 
States,  agreeably  to  treaty  stipulation,  to  pay 
such  balance  as  might  be  due.  I  also  stipulated 
with  Mr.  Bacri,  that  he  shotild  cause  the  money 
to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  to-morrow  morning, 
so  as  not  to  ^ive  any  ground  for  detaining  the 
vessel,  or  raising  any  new  difficulties  on  that  ac- 
count, which  he  promised  to  do. 

*'  I  gave  to. John  Norderling,  EUq.,  his  Swedish 
Majesty's  Agent  General  at  Algiers,  a  letter  ac- 
cepting his  friendly  offer  to  take  care  of  my  prop- 
erty left  at  Algiers,  and  also  requesting  bis  kina- 
ness  to  be  extended  to  any  American .  citizens 
who  might  arrive  in  Algiers  «fter  my  departure, 
or  be  unbappiiy  brought  in  by  the  cruisers  of  the 
Regency. 


*'  The  following  is  an  extract  from  my  letter 
to  Mr.  Norderling. 

'*  ^As  my  departure  from  Algiers  Is  compulsive^ 
I  leave  no  person  directly  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  this  Regency. 
But  should  any  of  our  citizens  arrive  here,  or  be 
unhappily  brought  in,  your  kindness  to  them  will 
be  gratelolly  ackoowledged,  and  the  necessary 
and  reasonanle  expenses  for  the  support  of  such 
as  are  destitute  will  be  paid  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.' 

^  Through  the  day  of  Friday,  and  in  the  eve* 
ning,  my  acquaintance  of  all  descriptions  called 
UDon  me,  and  the  unfeigned  sorrow  expressed  by 
all  of  them  of  every  denomination,  sufficiently 
evinced  the  regard  they  had  for  us.  And  the 
undisguised     disapprobation     and    disgust    ex- 

fress^  by  all  classes  at  the  Dey's  conduct,  must, 
think,  end  in  some  disastrous  event  for  him. 

"Very  early, on  Saturday  morning  the  draffo- 
man  came  to  my  house,  and  informed  me  that 
Jacob  Bacri  had  paid  the  money  to  the  Regency, 
and  soon  after  the  Minister  of  the  Marine  sent  for 
me  to  go  to  the  Marine,  where  he  informed  me 
it  was  the  Dey's  order  that  myself  and  all  the 
other  Americans  should  embark  immediately, 
and  depart  from  Algiers.  He  expressed  his  re- 
gret at  what  had  happened,  and  declared  that  it 
was  against  his  strong  advice  and  wishes,  and 
hoped  that  everything  might  yet  he  accommoda- 
ted after  the  Dey's  phantasy  shonld  have  passed, 
dbc.  I  intimateo  to  him  mv  suspicions  and  ap- 
prehensions that  orders  hau  been  given  to  the 
cruisers,  which  sailed  on  the  Idth  instant,  to  cap- 
ture American  vessels.  He  assured  me  that  if 
such  orders  had  been  given  by  the  Dey  to  the 
commander  of  the  squadroa,  he  was  ignorant  of 
it,  and  that  he  hoped  it  was  not  the  case.  How 
far  his  reply  is  to  be  relied  on  I  am  not  able  to  say* 

'^  I  requested  the  Minister  to  give  me  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  ship  Allegany  having  been  sent  away 
by  order  of  the  Dey^  that  in  case  she  should  be 
met  by  any  of  the  cruisers  now  out.  they  mi^ht 
not  molest  or  stop  her.  This  he  declined,  saying 
that  their  cruisers  were, all  at  the  east  of  Algiers^ 
and  that  if  any  one  should  molest  or  detain  the 
vessel;  the  Dey  would  punish  the  commander 
most  severely,  dbe.  This  did  not  satisfy  me;  btrt 
1  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  give  the  passport. 

"When  I  parted  from  the  Minister  I  was 
about  to  return  to  my  own  house  to  accompany 
my  wife  on  board  the  vessel;  but  he  said  I  must 
not  return  there  agaio,  but  roust  go  on  board,  as 
the  vessel  was  getting  under  way,  and  that  the 
dragoman  would  go  up  to  conduct  my  family 
down  and  on  board,  which  was  accordingly  done, 
and  the  vessel  got  out  of  the  port  about  7  o'clock, 
A.  M. 

^'The  persons  embarked  on  board  the  Alle- 
gany, besides  the  captain  and  crew,  ^consisting 
of  seven  persons,)  are  myself,  my^  wife,  and  my 
son,  (who  arrived  from  the  United  States  vim 
Gtbraitar,  on  the  15th  iustant,)  Mr.  Jonathan  S. 
Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  been  in  Algiers 
these  two  years  past,  with  some  coffee  for  sale, 
which  he  has  thought  proper  to  abandon,  ana 
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mi^fn  he  fhftli  aeck  for  indeaiBifteatioD  from  the 
United  States.  I  advised  him  to  sell  it,  as  it  was 
not  possible  for  the  ship  to  take  it  on  board,  as 
abe  was  entirely  filled  with  the  cargo  which  she 
brought  out,  but  he  did  not  think  proper  to  com- 
ply with  my  advice ;  Mr.  John  Vallet,  a  natural- 
ized citizen  of  the  United  States,  whom  I  have 
ynentiooed  in  my  letter  of  the  29(h  May,  a  copy 
4(^  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  30th  of  April,  and  a  Mr. 
Pinto,  also  a  naturalized  citizen  ot  the  United 
8tates(  certificate  from  South  Carolina. 

"  On  the  evening  of  our  leaving  Algiers  we 
f  poke  a  British  letter  of  marque,  bound  to  Malta, 
«nd  as  the  weather  did  not  admit  of  sending  a 
'letter  on  board,  I  desired  ihe  captain  to  inform 
the  American  Consul  at  that  place  that  I  had 
been  ordered  from  Algiers,  and,  as  ihere  was  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Algerine  cruisprs  would  cap- 
tore  any  American  vessels  the^' might  meet,  de- 
aired  that  he  would  give  notice  thereof  to  all 
American  vessels  in  Sfalta,  and  extend  the  in- 
formation in  every  direction  possible. 

^^  Yesterday  we  were  boarded  by  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  brig  (Goshawk,  which  was  going  with 
a  convoy  to  Alicant  and  Maiorca,  to  the  com* 
mander  of  which  brig  I  gave  letters  to  our  Con- 
auls  in  those  places,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose,  and  requested  the  said  com- 
4nander  to  give  the  taotice  of  my[  being  ordered 
from  Algiers,  &c.,  to  any  American  vessels'  he 
might  meet  at  sea,  and  make  the  same  known 
wherover  he  might  go.  I  shall  forward  my  cir- 
cular to  any  places  to  which  we  may  meet  ves- 
^eU  going,  until  I  reach  Gibraltar,  whence  I 
4hall  disperse  my  circulars  by  erery  opportanitv 
which  may  offer,  to  all  poru  of  this  sea,  as  well 
«s  to  the  ports  in  the  Atlantic. 

*'  The  officers  of  the  Goshawk  who  boarded  us, 

ve    information  that  the   British  Orders  in 

ouneil,  laying  restraints  on  neutral  commerce, 
Jiad  been  revoked,  and  that  the  British  cruisers 
jiad  orders  not  to  molest  American  vessels,  as  an 
evidence  of  which  he  did  not  even  ask  for  a  sight 
of  the  Allegany's  papers. 

''  I  took  passports  tor  the  ship  from  the  French 
•nd  Spanish  Cfonsuls  before  I  left  Algiers.  The 
Enfflish  Consul  did  not  famish  any,  althongh  I 
$p{Hied  to  him  for  that  purpose.  I  did  not  ask 
them  from  the  Swede  or  the  Dane,  as  they  have 
no  vessols  in  this  sea. 

"  I  have  now,  sir,  given  you  a  faithful  and  de- 
tailed account  of  this  extraordinary  aad  unex- 
pected transaction.  While  I  feel  conscious  that 
no  exertion  was  warning  on  my  part,  and  no 
me«ns  in  my  power  left  unauempted  to  make  an 
accommodation.  When  the  difficulties  were  first 
brought  forward,  and  during  the  whole  course  of 
this  unexampled  proceeding ;  and  that  my  ulti- 
mate decision  was  made  on  the  ground  of  neces- 
sity, to  prevent  a  greater  evil  to  my  country ;  I 
tru&t  thai  the  President  and  oar  Government  will 
approve  my  conduct.  The  law  passed  on  the 
Ist  of  May,  1810,  restricting  the  Consuls  in  Bar- 
bary  to  thesum  of  three  thousand  dollars  annually, 
,to  be  employed  in  pceaents,  4bc.,  without  the  spe- 


^ 


cial  permission  of  the  President  first  obtained, 
prevented  my  making  those  attempts  in  m  pecuni* 
ary  way,  for  openiog  a  door  to  aocommodation, 
which  I  should .  otherwise  have  dooe  \  but,  upon 
a  review  of  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  at* 
tending  this  business,  I  have  now  my  doubts 
whether  any  sum  wikkb  the  United  States  might 
have  thought  proper  to  bestow,  would  have  an- 
swered I  he  purpose.  I  thought  it  my  duty,  how- 
ever, to  make  some  attempts  in  that  way,  upon 
the  scale  to  which  I  was  limited ;  bat  it  had  not 
the  desired  effect. 

^*  The  characuc  of  the  present  Dey,  Hadge  AUi 
Bashaw,  is  that  of  a  severe,  obstinate,  and  cruel 
man.  He  is  said  to  be  inflexible  in  his  resolntiona, 
and  will  bear  no  contradiction  or  reasoning.  He 
has  kept  the  soldiers  in  more  subjection  daring 
his  reign  than  they  have  been  aecusionied  to  for 
many  reigns  before,  and  no  one  dares  approach 
him,  but  thoae  whose  duty  calls  them  into  his 
presence,  or  who  are  sent  for  bv  him.  He  fans 
BOt  granted  an  audience  to  any  Consul  for  neatly 
a  year  past,  except  to  a  new  English  Consul  who 
arrived  in  April  last :  and  would  not  see  the  old 
Consul  before  his  departare.  The  tales  told  of 
his  personal  conduct  in  the  palace,  beapeak  him  a 
man  deprived,  at  times,  of  nis  reason.  His  eon- 
duo  t  with  respect  to  our  affairs  is  almost  an  evi- 
dence of  his  insanity;  and  I  am  very  much  mia- 
taken  if  it  does  not  hasten  his  exit  from  this  worl«i ; 
but  while  he  reigns  he  is  most  absolute.  AnH  I 
have  very  little  hopes  of  his  refraiaiag  from  ma- 
ki  ng  war  lipon  the  United  Sutes.  There  is  erery^ 
reason  to  apprehend,  from  what  has  taken  place, 
as  before  detailed,  that  the  cruisers  had  ordera  to 
capture  Amerieaa  vessela,  before  their  departare 
from  Algiers^ on  the  13th  instant.  In  which  case 
some  vessels  will  audonbtedly  fall  into  their  hands 
before  the  notice  1  have  given,  or  may  give,  can 
reach  the  ports  where,  they  may  be;  and  prevent 
their  sailing.  It  therefore  behooves  the  Gorera- 
ment  to  prepare  for  such  an  event,  aad  to  deter- 
mine in  what  manner  they  will  meet  it  Should 
our  di&renoes  with  Great  Britain  be  so  aceomino- 
dated  as  to  admit  of  sending  a  naval  force  into 
this  sea,  I  am  sure  there  is  only  one  course  which 
the  Government  will  pursue,  and  what  has  now 
taken  place  may  be  a  happy  and  fortunate  event 
for  the  United  States,by  relieving  them  from  a 
disgraceful  tribute,  and  an  imperious  and  piratical 
depredation  on  their  commerce.  If  our  small 
naval  force  can  operate  freely  in  this  sea,  Algiers 
wUl  be  humbled  to  the  dust. 

"  Spain  would  undoubtedly  be  ready  and  wil- 
ling, as  far  as  she  might  be  able,  to  co-operate 
with  any  nation  against  Algiers;  for  the  enor- 
mous demands  made  upon  the  former  by  the  lat- 
ter not  having  been  complied  with,  the  Algetines 
have  lately  taken  vessels  and  property  from  the 
Spaniards  to  the  amount  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  an<f  have  upwards  of  fifty 
of  the  subjecU  of  that  nation  in  slavery.  They 
still  permitj  or  rather  compel  the  Consul  to  re- 
main at  Algiers,  and  have  not  declared  war  against 
Spain,  whose  ally  seems  to  view  these  depreda- 
tions with  indi&reace.    The  French  may  be 
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BMrty  in  a  Hate  of  open  hostility  with  them ;  and 
the  Als^erioes  know,  that  in  the  ereat  of  a  peace 
between  Ghreat  Britain  and  France,  they  must 
rabrait  to  the  will  of  the  latter  Power.  Sweden 
and  Denmark  are  in  arrears  for  four  or  fire 
annuities,  and  nothing  but  a  knowledge  that 
these  Powers  hare  no  commerce  in  this  sea,  on 
whieh  they  can  depredate,  prevents  their  makinflr 
war  opon  them.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Consuls 
flf  these  nations  pay  annually  a  eonsidemble  sum 
in  money  for  their  forbearance,  while  the  account 
of  annuities  is  accumulating.  All  the  Sicilians 
have  been  been  released,  through  the  interference 
of  the  English,  from  Tunis  and  Tripoli;  and  at 
my  departure*  from  Algiers,  Lord  William  Ben- 
•tinck  was  daily  at  that  place,  to  treat  for  the  Sici- 
lians in  slavery  there.  The  Portuguese  have  re- 
deemed all  their  subjects  in  slavery  at  Algiers, 
and  extended  their  truce  with  the  Regency  for  one 
year. 

^  I  shall  proceed  in  the  Allegany  to  Gibraltar, 
where  I  shall  dispose  of  her  cargo  which  has 
been  refased  by  the  Dejr  of  Algiers,  to  meet,  as 
far  aa  it  will  go,  the  bill  beforementioned,  and 
for  the  remainder  ehall  draw  upon  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  State.  At  the  same  time,  I  shall 
send  to  Mr.  Simpson,  our  Consul  at  Tangier,  the 
gun  barrels  intended  for  the  Emperor  of  Morroco, 
as  well  as  a  copy  of  your  letter  respecting  the 
obaoge  of  oassporta,  with  a  propoHion  of  the  tops, 
and  one  or  the  new  passports.  The  same  will  be 
done  to  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  from  which  placet  I 
have  heard  nothing  since  I  had  last  the  honor  of 
writing  to  yon.  I  shall  abo  from  thence  dispense 
.information  of  what  happened  at  Algiers,  to  all 
porta  of  this  sea,  as  beforementioned,  and  shall 
add  to  this  letter  (if  an  opportunity  should  not 
offer  of  forwarding  it  before  my  arrival)  such  oc- 
currences or  information  as  I  may  meet  there. 

^  On  the  13th  instant,  the  whole  naval  force  of 
Algiers  sailed  on  a  cruise  to  the  eastward,  sup- 

Soaed  to  be  destined  against  Tunis,  or  to  make  a 
ascent  on  some  part  of  Sardinia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  slaves.    It  consisted  of  the  folio w- 
jog  vessels: 
1  frigate  of  50  guns  and  500  men. 

1  do.  46  460 

2  do.  44        450  men  each,  900 

1  do.  (new)  38  400 

2  corvettes,  24  guns  each,  500 

1  do.  22  230 

2  brigs,  22  guns  each,  450 
1  zebeck,  20  200 
1  schooner,  4  40 
1  row  galley.  50 

6  gunboats,  sloop  rigged,  oarrying  one  24  poun- 
der and  one  11  inch  mortar  eacn. 

"The  heaviest  cannon  in  their  frigates  are 
eighteen  pounders,  but  these  do  not  extend  through 
the  whole  battery,  having  some  twelve  pounders 
among  them ;  the  other  guns  are  nine  and  six 
pounders.  The  corvettes  and  brigs  carry  twelve, 
nine,  and  six  pounders ;  none  of  them  have  car- 
ronades. 

"  The  large  frigate  is  about  six  years  old,  and 
tb«  best  of  the  squadron.    She  is  about  the  size 


of  oor36gon  frigates.  Three  of  the  others  are 
very  old  ships,  hardly  seaworthy,  about  the  size 
of  our  32  gun  frigates.  That  of  38  guns  is  a  new 
ship,  launched  at  Algiers  about  two  months  since 
and  is  about  500  tons  burden.  The  two  corvettes 
of  24  guns  are  Greek  prizes,  converted  into  cruis- 
ers, about  400  tons  burden  each.  The  corvette 
of  the  22  guns  is  an  old  vessel  of  about  350  tons. 
The  two  brigs  are  about  250,  and  the  xebeck  200 
tons.  Pour  of  the  frigates,  one  corvette,  and  the 
two  brigs,  are  coppered. 

"  The  Algerines  have  not  another  vessel  of  war, 
beside  those  mentioned,  excepting  three  gunboats, 
of  the  size  of  those  sent  out,  which  are  unfit  for 
service.  All  their  small  open  gunboats,  for  the 
jlefenceof  the  bay,  are  either  broken  up  or  entirely 
unfit  for  service. 

"  The  squadron  beforementioned  is  commanded 
by  their  famous  captain  Rais  Hammida.  who  bears 
the  title  of  Admiral.  He  is  a  bold,  active,  enter- 
prising commander,  but  entirely  unacquainted 
with  any  regular  mode  of  fiffbting;  he  has  not 
the  advantaee  of  being  a  Turk,  or  even  an  Alge- 
rine  by  birth,  and  his  advancement,  which  has 
been  owing  entirely  to  his  activity,  enterprise, 
and  singular  ffood  fortune,  has  excited  the  jealousy 
and.hatred  of  the  other  commanders,  who  are  far 
inferior  to  him  in  point  of  talents;  bat  he  is  much 
beloved  by  the  sailors  (if  such  they  may  be  called 
who  go  out  in  their  cruisers.)  lie  is  an  Arab  of 
the  mountains^  of  one  of  the  tribe  of  Carbiles ; 
he  came  to  Algiers  when  a  boy,  to  seek  a  livelihood, 
as  is  the  custom  of  those  people,  and  going  oQt 
in  one  of  the  cruisers,  became  attached  to  that 
mode  of  life,  and  has  risen  to  his  present  rank. 
He  is  about  40  years  old. 

**  The  crews  of  their  cruisers  consist  principally 
of  the  lowest  and  most  miserable  order  of  people 
in  Algiers,  known  by  the  name  of  Biscaries,  and 
Carbiles,  from  the  tribes  to  which  they  belong. 
They  are  either  taken  from  the  streeu  at  the  mo- 
ment when  a  cruiser  is  about  to  sail,  or,  if  a  pra- 
vicHis  cruise  has  been  fortunate,  they  go  on  board 
voluntarily  in  great  numbers,  hoping  to  obtain 
plunder  or  prize  money.  As  the  last  cruise  of 
their  corsairs  was  esteemed  fortunate  by  the  cap- 
ture ofa  number  of  Greek  vessels  loaded  with 
wheat,  and  each  man  shared  about  fifty  dollars, 
the  vessels  have  been  crowded  with  volunteers 
on  the  present  cruise.  Besides  these,  there  are  a 
few  who  may  be  called  good  seamen  for  Alge- 
rines ;  and  about  ten  or  twelve  Turkish  soldiers 
to  every  one  hundred  men  on  board  the  vessel. 

*^  They  know  nothing  of  regular  combat  at  sea, 
and,  if  kept  from  boarding  distance,  they  could 
not  withsund  one-half  their  own  force  on  board 
anothet'  vessel,  which  should  be  tolerably  well 
managed  in  the  usual  mode  of  sea-fighting.  It  is 
on  boarding,  that  thev  depend  entirely  to  over- 
come^an  equal  or  any  force  that  will  contend  with 
them^  These  attempts  they  sometimes  make  with 
a  desperation  bordering  on  madness;  but,  if  foiled 
in  that,  they  have  no  other  resource.  ^ 

'^  After  tnis  account  of  the  Algerine  cruisers 
and  their  crews,  which  is  faithful  and  correct,  I 
am  sure  that  our  brave  officers  and  seamen  would 


1286 


APPENDIX. 


1236 


iUUaUma  im'e^  Great  Britain. 


rejoiee  to  meet  them  with  ooe-half  their  force,  if 
circurostaDces  should  mmke  a  reeurrenoe  to  arms 
Decessary  on  our  part,  and  our  ships  eould  come 
freely  into  this  sea. 

Enclosed  is  the  account  of  the  settlement  of  the 
cargo  of  the  bri^  Paul  Hamilton,  made  at  the 
Palace  on  the  22d  instant;  and,  although  the  prices 
allowed  for  the  cordage  and  cables  are  at  a  great 
loss  to  the  United  States,  yet,  those  gWen  for  the 
plank  and  turpentine,  ^.,  make  the  settlement, 
upon  the  whole,  as  good  as  usual.  And,  had  the 
cargo  of  the  ship  Allegany  been  received  at  the 
same  rate^  it  would  have  paid  the  balance  up  to 
September  next,  which  completes  the  seventeenth 
year  of  our  treaty,  according  to  our  computation 
of  time.  The  account  of  annuities  between  th^ 
United  States  and  Algiers,  as  per  treaty,  stands 
simply  thus: 

The  U.  Statu  to  th^  Dey  and  Regency  of  4lgi9t$,  Da. 

To  17  annuities,  ending  September  6, 1618, 

at  $81,600  per  year       ....  $867,900 

Supra,  Cb. 

By  14j^  annuities  paid,  as  per  receipts^  at 
$81,600  per  year $318,300 

By  a  tiscary  ^ven  at  the  last  settlement  for 
a  balance  m  favor  of  the  United  States, 
14,480  old  sequins 86,064 

By  the  amount  of  stores  brought  by  the  brig 
Patil  Hamilton,  as  per  settlement,  July    ' 
83,  1813 13,098 

Total         -        -        -      '*        .        .  $861,868 

Balance  due  to  the  Regency  of  Algiers  on 
the  6th  September,  1813        -        -        .       16,887 

Aggregate $867,300 

"  The  Regency  of  Algiers,  counting  the  time 
by  the  Mahometan  computation  of  354  days  to  the 
year,  make  17^  years,  which  is  an  addition  of  half 
a  year,  or  $10,800  to  the  above  balance ;  which 
makes  their  balance  $26,637  to  the  5th  Septem- 
ber, 1812,  for  which  the  Dey  demands  $27,0($0, 
rn  round  numbers." 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  to  Congress,  December  83^  1813.] 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lUprteentativea  of  the  United  States ,' 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying  with 
the  resolution  of  the  9th  instantJ 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Decbmbbb  21, 1812. 


Department  op  State,  Dec.  19, 1812. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  9th  instant,  requesting  information  touch- 
ing the  conduct  of  British  officers  towards  per- 
sons taken  in  American  armed  ships,  has  the 
honor  to  lay  before  the  President  the  accompany* 


ing  papers,  marked  A,  B,  C,  from  which  it  ap^ 
pears  tnat  certain  persona^  aome  of  whom  are 
said  to  be  native,  and  others  naturalized  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  being  parts  of  the  crews  of 
the  United  States'  armed  vessels  the  Nautilus 
and  the  Wasp,  end  the  private  armed  vessel  the 
Sarah  Ann,  have  been  seized,  under  the  pretext 
of  their  being  British  subjects,  by  British  officers, 
for  the  avowed  purpose,  as  is  understood,  of  hav- 
ing them  brought  to  trial  for  their  lives;  and 
that  others,  being  part  of  the  crew^of  the  Nau- 
tilus, have  been  taken  into  the  British  service. 

The  Secretary  of  State  begs  leave,  also,  to 
lay  before  the  President  the  papers  marked  D 
and  E.  From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  whilac 
the  British  naval  officers  arrest  as  criminals  such 
persons  taken  on  board  American  armed  vessels 
as  they  may  consider  British  subjects,  they  claim 
a  right  to  retain  on  board  British  ships  of  war 
American  citizens  who  mav  have  married  in 
England,  or  been  impressed  from  on  board  Brit- 
ish merchant  vessels ;  and  that  they  consider 
an  impressed  American,  when  he  is  diacharg^ 
from  one  of  their  ships,  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

All  which  is  respectifuUy  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


A,No.  1.    . 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Babbitt  ta 
Master  Commandant  WiUiam  H.  Crane,  of  the 
United  Stotes'  Navy,  (late  of  the  United  States' 
brig  Nautilus,}  dated 

BosTOR,  Mass.,  Sept.  13, 1813. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  description  of  the  pro* 
portion  of  our  little  crew  who  nave  been  so  de- 
based and  traitorous  as  to  enter  the  service  of  our 
enemyr :  also,  a  list  of  those  gallant  fellows,  whose 
glory  it  would  have  been  to  have  lost  their  lives 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  whose  mis- 
fortune it  has  been  to  cross  the  Atlantic  on  sus- 
picion of  their  being  British  subjects;  four  of 
them  native  born  Americans,  and  two  natural- 
ized citizens.  On  their  parting  with  me,  and 
removal  from  the  Africa  of  sixty-four  guns  to 
the  Thetis  frigate,  (the  latter  with  a  convoy 
from  England,  then  in  43^  3(y  north,  and  46^  3(/ 
west,)  their  last  request  and  desire  was  that  I 
would  {larticularly  acquaint  you  with  their  situa- 
tion, with  their  determiilation  never  to  prove 
traitors  to  that  country  whose  flag  they  were 
proud  to  serve  under,  and  whose  welfare  and 
prosperity  they  equally  hoped  and  anticipated  to 
realize. 

F.  H.  BABBITT. 

A  list  of  men  said  to  have  entered  onixmrd  Hie  Brit- 
annic Majesty's  frigate  Shannon,  Commodore  Bzoksi 
with  their  description,  as  far  as  known. 

Jesse  Bates,  seaman,  and  about  five  feet  niae 
inches  high,  dark  hair  and  complexion,  dark  snap- 
ping eyes,  has  an  impediment  in  his  speech,  m 
at  times  affects  lunacy ;  has  a  wife  and  family  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Samuel  Lano,  marinej  born  in  Kentucky;  &n 
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feet  eight  inches  hiffb,  or  therethonts,  aod  is  sup- 
posed to  be  with  Captain  HaU,  of  the  United 
States'  marines,  New  York. 

John  Tonito,  marine,  fire  feet  fire  inches  high, 
large  mouth,  enlisted  with  Captain  HalL  nary 
yard,  New  York ;  when  addressed,  or  is  address- 
ing an  officer,  casts  down  his  eyes.  For  his  par- 
ticalar  description,  as  well  as  that  of  John  Rose, 
marine,  about  fire  feet  eight  inches  high,  brown 
hair,  fail  face,  thick  set^  and  a  scowl  in  his  coun« 
tenance,  refer  to  Captain  John  Hail. 

John  O'Neal,  seaman,  about  twenty-fire  years 
of  age,  &ve  feet  fire  inches  high,  dark  hair,  sharp 
face,  dark  eyes^  thick  set,  and  was  shipped  at 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  previoos  to  your  taking  com- 
mand of  the  Nautilus. 

William  Jones,  ordinary  seaman,  about  fire 
feet  eight  inches  nigh,  light  hair,  twenty*four 
years  of  age,  full  face,  thicl^  set,  downcast  look, 
and  a  rery  alert  man;  entered  at  New  York. 
Apriilast.  F.  H.  BABBITT. 


A,  No.  2. 
Sir  John  Borlase  Warren  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

Halifax,  20ih  Sept.,  1812. 

Sir  :  Haring  receired  information  that  a  most 
unauthorized  act  has  been  committed  by  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  in  forcibly  seizing  twelre  Brit* 
ish  seamen,  prboners  of  war,  late  belonging 
to  the  Gkierriere,  and  taking  them  out  of  the 
English  cartel  briff  Endearor,  on  her  passage 
down  the  harbor  of  Boston,  after  they  had  been 
regularly  embarked  on  board  of  her  for  an  ex- 
change, agreeably  to  the  arrangements  settled 
between  the  two  countries,  and  that  the  said 
British  seamen,  so  seized,  are  now  detained  on 
board  the  United  States'  frigate  President  as 
hostages ;  I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  request, 
sir,  your  most  serious  attention  to  a  measure  so 
fraught  with  mischief  and  inconrenience,  de- 
structire  of  the  good  faith  of  a  fiag  of  truce  and 
the  sacred  protection  of  a  cartel.  1  should  be 
extremely  sorry  that  the  imprudent  act  of  any 
officer  should  inrolre  consequences  so  particu- 
larly serere  tiB  the  present  instance  must  naturally 
produce,  if  repeated;  and  although  it  is  very 
much  my  wish,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
difierence  existing  between  the  two  countries,  to 
adopt  erery  measure  that  might  render  the  effect 
of  war  less  rigorous,  yet,  in  another  point  of  riew, 
the  conriction  of  the  dutr  I  owe  my  country 
would,  in  the  event  of  sucn  grievances  as  I  have 
alreadjr  stated  bein^  continued,  not  admit  of  any 
hesitation  in  retaliatory  decisions ;  but  as  I  am 
strongly  persuaded  of  the  high  liberality  of  your 
sentiments,  and  that  the  act  complained  of  has 
originated  entirely  with  the  officer  who  cominit- 
ted  it,  and  that  it  will  be  as  censurable  in  your 
consideration  as  it  deserves,  I  rely  upon  your 
taking  such  steps  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence 
of  conduct  so  extremely  reprehensible  in  every 
shape.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue,  fc 

His  Eic'y  James  Monroe,  Esq. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Bir  John  Borlase  Warren. 


Department  of  State, 

October  28, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  30th  September,  complaining  that  Commo- 
dore Rodgers,  commanding  a  squadron  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Navy  at  the  port  of  Boston,  had  taken 
twelre  British  seamen,  lately  belonging  to  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Qoerriere,  from  a 
cartel  in  the  harbor  of  ooston,  and  that  he  de- 
tained them  on  board  the  President,  a  frigate  of 
the  United  States,  as  hostages. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  inquiry- 
shall  be  made  into  the  circumstances  attending, 
and  the  causes  which  prod uce((  the  act  of  which 
you  complain,  and  that  such  measures  will  be 
taken,  on  a  knowledge  of  them,  as  may  comport 
with  the  rights  of  b^h  nations,  and  may  be  pro- 
per in  the  ease  to  which  they  relate. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  be  assured  that  it  u  the  sin- 
cere desire  of  the  President  to  see  (and  to  pro* 
mote,  so  fair  as  depends  on  the  United  States,) 
that  the  war  whicn  exists  between  our  countries 
be  conducted  with  the  most  utmost  regard  to 
humanity.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Sir  John  Borlabe  Warren, 

Admiral  of  the  Blue^  f  c. 


Washington,  December  17, 1812. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  annex  a  list  of  twelve 
of  the  crew  of  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war 
Wasp,  detained  by  Captain  John  Beresford,  of 
the  British  ship  Poictiers,  under  the  pretence  of 
their  being  British  subjects. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

GEORGE  S.  WISE,  Pureer. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamilton,  Secr'^y  Navy, 

[List  referred  to  in  the  preceding  note,  marked  B.] 

Washington  City,  Dec.  17, 1812. 

John  McCloud,  boatswain,  has  been  in  the 
service  since  1804.  Married  in  Norfolk  in  1804 
or  1805,  and  has  a  wife  and  four  children  there. 

John  Stephens^  boatswain's  mate,  has  been 
in  the  service  for  six  years. 

George  M.  D.  Read,  quartermaster,  has  a  pro- 
tection, and  has  sailed  out  of  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia for  several  years. 

William  Mitchell.  James  Gothright,  John 
Wright,  Thomas  Phillips,  Peter  Barron,  seamen ; 
John  Connor,  John  Rose,  George  Brooks,  ordi- 
nary seamea;  and  Dennis  Dougherty,  marine. 
The  greater  number,  if  not  all,  had  protections 
at  the  time  of  entering  and  being  taken.  Two 
others  were  detained,  John  Wade  and  Thomas 
Hutchins,  but  were  given  up;  the  former  on 
Captain  Jones's  assuring  Captain  Beresford  he 
knew  liim  to  be  a  native  citizen ;  the  latter  on  a 
like  assurance  from  D.  Rogers.  William  Mitch- 
ell was  in  the  service  during  1805  and  1806,  ia 
the  Mediterranean. 

GEORGE  S.  WISE,  Pureer. 
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O. 

Extract  of  %  letter  from  Mftjor  Geaenl  Pincbiey  to 
the  Seeretarj  of  War,  dated 

HlADUnAETBRB,  CBAfiLBSTOir, 

November  4, 1818. 
Infortnatioa  having  beea  gtTeo  upon  oath  to 
Lieatenant  Orandisoo,  who  at  present  commands 
in  the  Naval  Department  here,  that  six  American 
•eamen,  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  on  board 
of  our  privateers,  had  been  sent  to  Jamaica  to.be 
tried  as  British  subjects,  for  treason,  he  called 
upon  the  marshal  to  retain  double  that  number 
of  British  seamen  as  hostages.  The  marshal,  in 
consequence  of  instructions  from  the  Department 
of  State,  asked  my  advice  on  the  subject,  and  I 
have  given  my  opinion  that  they  ought  to  be 
detained  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  shall 
be  known.  The  testimony  of  Captain  Moon  is 
herewith.  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  have  this  business  put  in  the  proper  train 
to  have  the  President's  pleasure  on  this  subject 
communicated  to  the  marshal. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Moon,  of  the  privateer 

Sarah  Ann. 

Nassau,  Naw  Proviobnge, 

October  14, 1812. 

Six  of  my  crew,  claimed  as  British  subjects, 
were  .this  day  taken  out  of  jail  and  put  on  board 
His  Majesty's  brig  jlhe  Sappho,  and  sailed  for 
Jamaica,  where,  it  ia  said,  they  are  to  be  tried  for 
their  lives ;  consequently,  I  questioned  each,  re- 
apectively,  as  to  the  place  of  their  nativity,  and 
title  to  protection  by  the  American  Qovernment, 
when  they  stated  as  follows,  to  wit : 

David  I>ick,  seaman,  that  he  was  born  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  but  has  resided  in  the  United 
States  ever  since  the  year  1793 ;  has  served  ten 
years  in  the  United  States'  Navy,  viz :  on  board 
the  frigates  Chesapeake.  President,  Constitution, 
John  Adams,  schooner  Enterprise,  and  gunboat 
No.  3.  David  Diek,  shoemaker,  in  Alexandria,  is 
his  uncle.  Dick  is  about  five  feet  six  and  a  half 
iaehes  higb,  dark  hair,  has  a  scar  on  his  left  elbow 

Sod  one  on  each  wrist ;  he  entered  on  board  the 
larah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 
John  Gaul,  seamen,  says  he  was  bora  in  Mar- 
blehead,  State  oif  Massachusetts,  where  his  par* 
ents,  brothers,  and  sisters  now  reside ;  is  married 
in  New  York,  and  his  wife  (Mary  Qaul)  lives  in 
Roosevelt  street,  No.  37 ;  has  a  regular  discharge 
b<m  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  by  Captam 
Hugh  G.  Campbell,  dated  at  St.  Mary's,  Georgia, 
14ih  August,  1812 ;  says  he  has  served  on  board 
the  United  States'  brig  Vixen,  and  gunboats  No. 
10  and  No.  158,  from  the  last  of  which  be  was 
diseharged.  Gaul  is  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
about  five  feet  sev£n  inches  high,  brown  hair, 
}ight  complexioB ;  he  entered  onboard  the  Sarah 
Ann  in  Baltimore. 

Michael  Pluek,  ordinary  seamen,  says  he  was 
born  in  Baltimore;  his  parents  are  dead,  but  he 
ia  known  by  William,  Doalan,  Thomas  Turner, 
and  McDonald,  of  Baltimore;  has  a  sister  in  some 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  name  is  Ann  Welsh ; 


was  never  at  sea  before  i  never  had- a  protection. 
Pluck  is  twenty«fieven  years  old,  five  feet  six  and 
a  half  inches  high,  and  has  a  scar  on  his  left  cheek 
bone ;  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Aua  at  Bal- 
timore. 

Thomas  Rodgers,  seamen,  says  he  waa  born  in 
Waterford,  Ireland,  but  has  resided  many  years 
in  the  United  States,  and  has  been  duly  natural- 
ized ;  a  copy  of  which  naturalization  is  filed  in 
the  custom-house  at  Baltimore;  is  known  by 
Joseph  Carey,  and  Tom  Rodgers,  cork-cutter, 
both  of  Baltimore ;  has  a  wife  and  three  children 
in  Baltimore ;  has  lost  his  proteetioo,  but  requesta 
Jos^h  Carey  to  do  all  he  can  to  effect  his  dis- 
charge from  the  British.  Rodgers  entered  on  board 
the  Barah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 

George  Roberts,  a  colored  man  and  seaman. 
This  man  I  had  not  an  opportunitv  of  question- 
ing, but  I  know  him  to  be  a  native  born  citizen  of 
the  United  Slates,  of  which  fact  he  had  every 
sufficient  document,  togeijier  with  free  pap^ 
Roberts  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  la  Bal- 
timore, where  he  is  married. 

Sooty  Taylor,  boy,  says  he  was  born  in  Hack- 
ensack.  New  Jersey,  but  has  neither  friends,  rela- 
tions, n'or  acquaintance  there ;  says  Jane  Snow- 
den,  of  Savannah,  Georgia^  is  his  mother ;  never 
had  a  protection.  Taylor  is  fifteen  years  old,  baa 
brown  hair  and  light  complexion ;  he  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Savannah. 

RICHARD  MOON, 
Late  comnuinder  of  the  Sarak  Ami. 


D. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Warten  to  Mr. 
chill,  agent  for  the^  exchange  of  Ameiicaa  prieonav 
of  war,  dated 

Halifax,  Oct.  21, 1812. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
and  its  enclosures,  relating  to  Thomas  Dunn,* 
and  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  it  appears  the 
said  man  is  married  ia  England,  has  been  eight 
years  in  His  Majesty's  service,  and  received  a 
pension  from  Government ;  unqer  these  circam- 
stancesiand  the  man  never  having  made  any  ap- 
plication for  his  discharge  from  prison,  he  con- 
tinues on  board  the  Statira. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 


E. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  H.  Savage,  late  agent 
for  American  seamen  and  commerce  at  Jamaica*  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Wasbinqton,  Dec.  1, 1812. 
I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  copies  of  a  cor- 
respondence   which  took    place  between  Vice 
Admiral  Stirling  (commanding  the  Jamaica  sta- 
tion) and  myself,  since  the  declaration  of  war.   I 


*The  applieation  was  made  at  the  reqneet  of  his 
father.  John  Dunn,  of  Boston,  who  transmitted  a  de- 
position of  his  birtJb 
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should  hare  fornished  it  yoti  at  an  earlier  period, 
bat  an  accident  prerented,  which  1  was  not  aware 
of  antii  my  arrival  at  this  city. 


No.  1. 


Copy  of  my  letter  to  Vice  Admiral  Stirling^,  eommand* 
ing  on  the  Jamaica  station^  on  the  rabject  of  Amer- 
ican seamen,  after  the  declaration  of  war. 

KiN«8T0N,  Jai^aioa,  Aug,  6,  1812. 

8tr  :  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  receired  by 
ttie  yesterday  frott  on  board  Hie  Majesty's  ship 
Bflippho,  pQf pOTtinfr  to  hare  been  written  by  Ibnr 
Anaerican  seamen  on  board  that  sbip^  with  a  riew 
to  solicit  my  aid  towards  effecting  their  discharge, 
in  consequence  of  the  declaration  of  war  by  the 
Gk>vemment  of  the  United  States  against  Great 
Britain. 

In  making  this  application,  I  am  fully  aware 
that  my  duties  ceased  as  agent  for  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  on  the  know- 
ledge of  such  declaration  being  made  known  here ; 
bat,  sir,  I  am  led  IQ  believe  that,  at  this  period,  it 
will  not  be  deemed  inadmissible  on  your  part  to 
receive,  nor  improper  on  mine  to  make,  the  re- 

?|aest  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  an  order 
or  the  discharge  of  these  seamen,  feeling  con- 
scious (should  ihey  even  not  be  protected  with 
the  usnal  documents  afforded  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States)  that  an  English  seaman  would 
not  declare  himself  otherwise  than  such  under 
existing  circumstances. 

I  seize  the  present  oppoftunity,  also,  to  forward 
to  you  twentv-one  documents,  as  proofs  of  the 
citizenship  of  that  niynber  of  seamen,  said  to 
have  been  impressed  by  ships  of  war  on  this  sta- 
tion, the  greatest  number  of  which  hare  been 
heretofore  unsuccessfully  claimed  by  me  on  be- 
half of  the  United  Staies,  and  which  may  still 
comprise,  at  this  time,  some  part  of  the  crews  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  station. 

1  beg  further  to  state  to  you,  that  I  have  received 
numerous  applications  from  on  board  various  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  station,  for  the  relief 
of  seamen,  who,  i  doubt  not,  ace  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  American  Government,  many 
of  them  having  with  them  the  proofs  of  their  cit- 
izenship, as  I  am  led  to  believe  from  the  assertions 
contained  in  their  eommunteatiotts.  Appliea* 
tions  have  also  been  made  for  the  relief  of  many, 
without  success ;  the  laKer  amovnt  in  number  to 
forty-six,  as  per  list  of  names  enclosed,  several  of 
whom,  I  nnderstandyhave  been  shifted  (since  their 
impressment)  on  board  of  other  vessels  than  those 
they  were  at  first  taken  on  board  of.  All  of 
which  I  beg  to  offer  for  your  consideration,  feel- 
ing, as  I  do,  anxious  to  extend  my  last  efforts  in 
behalf  of  those  seamen  who  are  entitled  to  them, 
and  at  the  same  time  being  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  it  would  be  foreign  (o  yon,  sir,  to  retain 
any  Americans  in  the  service  of  the  navy  of 
Great  Britain,  contrary  to  their  disposition,  daring 
the  present  conflict*  I  therefore  take  the  liberty 
of  adding  to  my  former  request,  that  you  will  be 
pleaaed  to  grant  orders  that  sueh  seamen  may  be 


discharged  from  duty  on  board  His  Majesty'i 

ships  on  this  station. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  H.  SAVAGE. 


No.  2. 


Copy  of  Vice  Admiral  Stirling's  Secretary's  letter  in 
answer  to  mine  to  the  Vice  Admiral,  of  6th  Au- 
gust 1812. 

Admiral's  Pbivn.  iltfg.  7, 1812. 

Sib  :  I  am  desired  by  Vice  Admiral  Stirling  to 
aekbowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yester- 
day's date,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  directions 
were  given  some  days  ago  that  all  seamen  in  the 
squadron  under  his  command,  who  can  prove 
themselves  to  be  American  born  subjects,  should 
be  sent  to  the  prison -ship  until  an  exchange  of 
prisoners  is  established  between  the  two  countries, 
in  consequence  of  the  late  declaration  of  war  by 
the  United  States  against  Great  Britaiu. 

I  return,  herewith,  the  papers  which  accom- 
panied your  let>ter,  and  am,  sir,  dbc. 

C.  STIRLING,  Ja.,  iSbcre^ory. 


No.  3. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  H.  Savage,  Esq.,  late 
agent  for  American  seamen  and  commerce  at  Ja- 
maica, to  Charles  Stirling,  Jr.,  Esq.,  dated 

Kingston,  Sept.  16, 1812* 
In  answer  to  my  letter  o(  the  6th  ultimo^  von 
were  pleased  to  inform  me  that  directions  bad 
been  given  by  the  Vice  Admiral,  some  days  prior 
to  the  date  of  my  letter,  for  the  removal  of  all 
native  Americans  (who  could  prove  themselvea 
such)  from  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships  to  that 
of  the  prison-ship ;  but  as  some  time  has  now 
elapsed  since  you  were  pleased  to  give  me  this 
information,  and  learning,  that  some  instances  of 
detention  at  present  exist  on  board  His  Majesty'e 
schooner  Decouverte,  I  am  led  to  embrace  the 
subject  a^in,  as,  in  one  instance,  I  shall  hope  to 
satisfy  Vice  Admiral  Stirliog  of  the  man's  being- 
entitled  to  his  removal  from  duty  on  board  His 
Majesty's  schooner  of  war.  The  person  alluded 
to  is  BItjah  Stirling,  an  American  seaman,  who 
was  impressed  from  on  board  the  British  mer- 
chant ship  Brilliant,  at  the  bay  of  Honduras,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  vear  1810,  by  His  Majestv's 
schooner  Ftor  del  Mar,  and  has  since  been  ae- 
tained  on  board  of  various  of  His  Majesty's  shipa 
on  this  station,  although  provided  with  a  regulat 
protection,  which  instrument  this  man  got  con- 
veyed to  me  about  the  20th  of  September  follow 
ing,  and  which  was  by  me  forwarded  to  Admiral 
Rowley,  accompanied  (as  usual  in  like  oases) 
with  a  request  that  the  man  might  be  discharged* 
On  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  the  Admiral  aosweredi 
through  his  secretary,  that  the  nature  of  StirUng^ 
impressment  was  such  that  he  could  not  comply 
with  my  request ;  but  which  answer  was  uoac^ 
compaoied,  in  return,  with  the  protection  in  qnes" 
tion^  aad  what  has  beoome  of  it  I  am  unable  to 
say. 
Aboyt  this  period  I  was  M  to  oaderslaiidfrfNn 
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Admiral  Rowley,  that  all  Amerieaii  seamen  who 
should  be  impressed  from  on  board  any  British 
merchant  vespel  would  be  retained  in  the  serrice 
of  His  Majestyr ;  but  that  all  American  seamen 
who  should  be  impressed  from  on  board  of  Amer- 
ican vessels  would,  on  application^  accompanied 
by  prooi^  be  discharged.  As  this  information 
was  received  about  the  period  of  my  application 
for  the  discharge  of  Stirling,  I  was  led  to  conclude 
it  stamped  the  nature  of  his  impressment ;  and 
what  confirmed  it  in  my  mind  was,  that  I  receiv* 
cd  similar  assurances  to  various  applications 
made  for  American  seamen,  who  had,  under  va- 
rious circumstances,  shipped  on  board  of  Brituh 
ahips,  and  were  from  thence  impressed  on  board 
of  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  all  of  which,  I  hopa, 
the  Admiral  will  be  pleased  to  take  into  conside- 
ration ;  for,  to  insist  on  the  service  of  this  man,  I 
think,  will  be  a  dereliction  to  the  marked  manner 
of  his  amiable  endeavors  to  distinguish  and  re- 
lieve American  seamen  from  duty  on  board  the 
squadron  Muder  his  command.  I  beg  to  enclose 
a  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  the  late  secretary,  relative 
to  my  application  for  this  man's  discharge,  and 
to  observe  that,  if  it  is  possible,  the  protection 
may  yet  be  found  among  the  papers  of  the  late 
secretary,  as  it  has  not  been  usual  to  return  me 
the  protections  of  those  men  whose  applications 
for  discharge  were  not  complied  with. 

I  beg  furthermore  to  observe,  that  there  ap- 
pears also  to  be  on  board  His  Majesty's  schooner 
Ueeottverte  two  other  American  seamen,  viz: 
John  Engtefield  and  Richard  Laoderkin,  the  for* 
mer  of  whom  asserts  that  he  served  his  appren- 
ticeship to  the  trade  of  a  cooper  at  Boston,  but  has 
lost  his  protection ;  the  latter  declares  himself  to 
be'a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  his  protec- 
tion has  been  destroyed  by  Mr.  Oliver,  comman- 
der of  His  Majesty's  schooner  Deoouverte.  I 
shall  not  now  animadvert  on  the  impropriety  of 
auch  a  circumstance,  but  request,  should  the  in- 
atance  here  cited  be  found  correct,  that  they  may 
meet  the  attention  of  the  Vice  Admiral. 


No.  4. 


Bxtiaei  of  a  letter  from  Viee  Admiral  Stirlhig's  Sec- 
ntaiy  to  W.  H.  Savage,  Esq.,  in  answer  to  his  of 
the  16th  September,  1812. 

Aomiral's  Pairiv,  jStepl.  19, 1812. 

I  have  just  reeeived  your  letter  of  the  16th  in* 
atantj  which  I  have  laid  before  Vice  Admiral 
Btirling,  and  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that 
Elijah  Stirling  and  other  persons  on  board  of  His 
Majesty's  schooner  Deeonverte,  said  to  be  Ameri- 
can seamen,  have  not,  when  called  upon,  pro- 
duced proof  of  being  subjects  of  the  United 
States.  Thev  do  not  fall  under  the  description 
of  persons  wnich  I  informed  you  in  my  letter  of 
the  7th  ultimo  were  intended  to  be  discharged 
from  the  King'4  service,  and  to  be  detained  on 
board  the  prison-ship  until  an  exchange  of  priso- 
ners takes  place  witn  America. 

The  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  dated  the  2l8t  Sep- 
tember, 1810,  is  returned  herewith;  and  as  it  ap- 
pears thereby  that  Admiral  Rowley  thought  the 


circumstances  under  which  Elijah  Stirling  was 
impressed  did  not  permit  him  to  be  discharged, 
Vice  Admiral  Stirling  does  not  feel  himself  jus- 
tified in  attending  to  the  man's  wishes  on  a  bare 
assertion.  The  protection  you  allude  to  is  not 
to  be  found  among  Admiral  Rowley's  papers  left 
in  this  office. 


[The  following  documents,  relating  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, were  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  Mes- 
sage of  Janauy  22,  1813.] 

Extract  of  a  leHet  from  John  MUckeU,  B$q.j  agent 
fir  American  pneonere  of  war  at  HaHfuCf  to  the 
aeeretary  of  State^  dated 

Decembeb  5,  1812. 

I  cover  you  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  which 
took  place  in  conscKjuence  of  different  applica- 
tions I  received,  either  by  letter  or  personal,  from 
persons  detained  on  beard  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's ships  of  war  in  this  place. 

I  formerly  mentioned  to  you  that  the  Admiral 
had  assured  me,  that  he  would  discharge  all  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  were  in  the 
fleet  and  actually  did  discharge  several.  This 
induced  me  to  think  I  should  be  correct,  and  in 
the  perfect  line  of  my  duty,  in  sending  htm  a  list 
of  the  applicants  to  me,  and  requesting  an  in- 
quiry to  be  made,  and  discharges  granted  to  all 
who  were  citizens  of  the  United  States.  I,  there- 
fore, covered  him  a  list  of  the  names  now  en- 
closed to  you,  which  produced  his  letter  to  me  of 
the  same  date,  (1st  December,  1812.) 

I  read  it  with  surprise,  because  some  of  the 
men  had  informed  me  their  captains  had  refused 
to  report  them  to  the  Admiral.  Now,  if  no  one 
here  was  or  is  allowed  to  do  it.  their  situation  is 
hopeless. 

It  is  not  my  place,  sir,  to  reason  with  you  on 
this  business*  Proof  of  nativity^  in  his  first  let- 
ter, is  a  stronp^  expression ;  and  how  few  are  in 
possession  of  it,  and  how  many  who  cannot  ob- 
tain it  i 

The  second  para  j^raph  in  the  second  letter  pre- 
vents my  interfering;  and  I  have  since  Men 
obliged  to  send  a  man  away,  reqoettini^  him  to 
apply  to  his  commanding  officer. 


Oopy  of  a  letter  from  John  Mitchell,  Beq,  agent  fiir 
American  prisoners  of  war  at  Haliiaz,  to  Admiral 
Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  dated 

Dbcembbs  1, 1812. 

Sir  :  Since  the  sailing  of  the  last  cartels,  in 
which  you  were  pleased  to  send  home  sevenl 
Americans  who  had  been  in  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's service,  others,  who  are  now  on  boani  of 
the  Centurion  and  Statira,  have  requested  of  me 
to  procure  their  discharge,  and  to  be  sent  home. 

Will  you,  sir,  have  the  goodness  to  direct  aa 
inquiry,  and  order  the  release  of  such  aa  are  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States? 

Besides  the  enclosed  list,  I  am  told  there  are 
others,  whose  names  I  have  not. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc< 

JOHN  MITCHELL,  Asrent,  fc. 
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Copf  of  a  letter  fr«m  Admiml  Sir  John  BoriMO  War* 
Ten,  to  John  Mitehell,  Eeq.>  agent  for  Amerioan 
prieonen  of  war  at  HalifiiXt  dated 

DSCEMBBR  1, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  this  date,  respecting  some 
men  therein  mentioned  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ships  under  my  command,  said  to  he  citizens  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  in  reply,  beg  to  acquaint 
you.  that  whenever  I  have  received  representa- 
tion's from  the  captains  of  His  Majesty's  ships  of 
any  part  of  their  crews  being  citizens  of  America, 
with  sufficient  proof  of  their  nativity,  1  have 
directed  their  discharge  from  the  service. 

I  'must  observe  to  you,  thiit  I  cannot  permit  the 
interference  of  any  applications  from  men  be- 
longing to  His  Majesty's  ships,  but  through  their 
commanding  officers;  and,  in  your  department, 
of  prisoners  of  war  only,  I  shall  at  all  times  be 
most  happy  to  receive  your  communications. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dkc. 

JOHN  BORLA8B  WARRBN. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Mttcfaell,  Esq,  agent  for 

American  prisoners  of  war  at  Haiifigix,  to  Admiral 

Sir  John  Borlase  Wsnen,  dated 

December  3, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  bad  yesterday  the  honor  lo  receive  your 
letter  dated  the  1st  instant,  and  observe  that  you 
cannot  permit  the  interference  of  any  application 
from  men  on  board  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships 
oif  war,  but  through  their  commanding  officers. 

Desirous  of  conforming,  as  far  as  posaible,  to 
established  regulations,  permit  me  the  honor  to 
inquire  of  your  Excellencyj  if,  by  your  letter,  I 
am  to  understand  that  I  am  not  to  receive  the 
applications  of  seamen  declaring  themselves  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Sutes,  who  are  on  board  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  and  communicate  the 
same  to  you  ?  It  this  is  the  meaning.  I  shall 
most  certainly  conform,  though  I  must  lament 
the  regulation.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4^. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase  War- 
ren to  John  Mitchell,  Esquire,  agent  for  American 
prieoners  of  war  at  Haliftx,  dated 

Decembbr  4, 1812. 

Biit:  In  reply  to  your  letter  dated  yesterday,  I 
have  to  aeqwaint  you,  that  whenever  any  address 
is  made  relative  to  men  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ahips,  it  most  be  by  the  commanders  of  such  ves- 
sels direct. 

I  cannot  permit  any  application  by  other  per- 
aotis,  in  time  of  war,  but  in  the  above  mode. 

It  will  always  afford  me  pleasuie  to  attend  to 
your  wishes  in  any  respect  relative  to  the  situa- 
tioa  or  exchange  of  prisoners,  or  to  afford  any 
aid  or  relief  in  my  power.        I  have,  d&c. 

From  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy, 

U.  S.  Frigate  PRBetDEMT, 
Bottmij  Jan,  14, 1813. 
Sib  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  two  muster- 
books  of  His  Britanaie  Majesty's  vessela  Moselle 


and  Sappho,  found  on  board  the  British  packet 
Swallow. 

As  the  British  have  always  denied  that  they 
detained  on  board  their  ships  of- war  American 
citizens,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  I  send  you 
the  enclosed,  as  a  public  document  of  their  own, 
to  prove  how  ill  such  an  assertion  accords  with 
their  practice. 

It  will  appear  by  these  two  muster-books  that, 
so  late  as  August  last,  about  an  eighth  part  of  the 
Moselle  and  Sappho's  crews  were  Americans; 
consequently,  if  there  is  only  a  quarter  part  of 
that  proportion  on  board  their  other  vessels,  that 
they  have  an  infinitely  greater  number  of  Ameri"* 
caaa  in  their  service  than  any  American  has  yet 
had  an  idea  of. 

Any  further  comment  of  mine  on  thia  subject 
I  consider  unnecessary,  as  the  enclosed  documents 
speak  but  too  plainly  for  themselves. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

JOHN  RODGBRS. 

Hon..  Paul  Hamiltoh, 

Secretarif  of  the  Nofvy* 


FRANCE. 


Comnranioated  to  the  Senate,  Januny  26, 1818.] 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  18th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

January  26, 1813. 

Departmbnt  of  State, 
January  25, 1813. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18ih  in&unt, 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the  ea- 
closed  papers,  marked  A  and  B. 
AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


A. 
Extract— Mr.  Barlow  to  thi^  Secretary  of  State. 

'  Paris,  May  2, 1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  copy 
of  my  note  of  yesterday  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano. 
The  importance  of  the  objects,  and  the  urgency 
of  the  occasion,  I  hope  will  justify  the  solicitude 
with  which  1  have  pressed  the  propo:»itions. 

The  result,  as  far  as  it  may  be  known  within  a 
few  days,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Waso.  The 
Hornet  sailed  from  Cherbourg  the  26th  of  April, 
with  orders  to  land  a  messenger  in  England  with 
my  despatches  for  Mr.  Russell,  but  not  to  wait  a 
return  from  London. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 
Esftraet-^M-.  Barhw  to  the  Jktke  of  Bauano* 

Mat  1, 1812. 
In  the  note  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your 
Eseellency  on  the  10th  November  last,  the  spirit 
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of  the  Bogiiih  Qoveraineat  was  «o  far  notiocd 
as  to  aDticipate  the  fact,  now  proved  by  experi- 
ence, that  Its  Orders  in  CouocU,  vioUtiog  the 
rigtitA  of  neutrals  would  not  be  revoked.  The 
declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent,  on  the  21st  of 
April,  has  placed  that  fact  beyond  all  question. 
In  doing  this  be  has  repeated  the  assertion,  so 
often  advanced  by  bis  ministers  and  judges,  that 
the  decrees  ef  France  of  a  similar  character  are 
likewise  unrevoked. 

You  will  notice  that  he  finds  a  new  argamciit 
for  this  conclusion  in  your  Rioellency's  lata  re- 
port to  the  fim^ror  concerning  neutral  rights,  in 
which  you  avoid  takine  notice  of  any  repeal  or 
OMdiScation  of  these  decrees,  or  of  their  nott« 
application  to  the  United  States.  We  know,  in*^ 
deed,  that  they  do  not  apply  to  the  United  States, 
becauae  we  do  not  suffer  our  flag  to  be  denation- 
alized in  the  manner  evidently  contemplated  by 
the  Bmperor  in  the  role  he  meant  to  establish. 
But  it  would  have  been  well  if  your  Excellency 
had  noticed  their  non-applicatioo  to  the  United 
States,  since  His  Majesty  baa  uniformly  done  it 
in  his  decisions  of  prize  causes  since  November, 
1810. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  French  Gov- 
ernment would  now  make  and  publish  an  au- 
thentic act  declaring  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
as  relative  to  the  United  States,  to  have  ceased 
in  November,  1810;  declaring  that  they  have  not 
been  applied  in  any  instance  since  that  time,  and 
that  they  shall  not  be  applied  in  future. 

The  case  is  so  simple,  the  demand  so  just,  and 
the  necessity  so  urgent,  that  I  cannot  withhold 
my  confidence  in  the  prompt  and  complete  suc- 
cess of  my  proposition. 

The  declaration  I  solicit,  though  important  in 
itself,  should  not  be  sent  to  the  United  States 
alone.  It  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  two 
other  acts  of  equal  or  superior  moment.  These 
are,  a  convention  of  indemnitv  for  past  spoliations 
on  American  property,  in  violation  of  our  mutual 
rights,  and  a  treaty  of  commerce,  founded  on  tbe 
lioeral  principle  of  reciprocal  benefit  and  conces- 
aion,  which  I  have  understood  from  your  Excel- 
lency that  His  Majesty  is  ready  to  prescribe. 


Sxtract— Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

pABfs,  May  12, 1812. 

After  the  date  of  my  last,  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy,  I  found,  from  a 
pretty  sharp  conversation  with  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano,  that  there  was  a  singular  reluctance  to  an- 
swering my  note  of  the  1st  of  May.  Some  traces 
of  that  reluctance  you  will  perceive  in  the  an* 
swer  that  finally  came,  of  which  a  copy  is  here 
enclosed.  This,  though  dated  the  lOtb,  did  not 
come  to  me  till  last  evening.  I  consider  the 
communication  to  me  so  important,  in  the  pres- 
ent crisis  of  our  affairs  with  England,  that  I  de- 
spatch the  Wasp  immediately  to  carry  it  to  Mr. 
Russell,  wfih  orders  to  return  with  his  answer  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  am  confident  that  the  President  will  approte 
the  motive  of  my  solicitude  in  thia  afiair,  and 


tbe  earaaat  masner  in  which  I  preaaad  the  Min- 
ister with  it,  as  aoon  aa  my  knowledge  of  the  de- 
claration of  the  Prince  Kegeat  enabled  me  to 
use  tbe  aigument  that  belonged  to  the  subject. 
When,  in  the  conversation  above  alluded  to,  the 
Duke  first  produced  to  me  the  decree  of  28th 
April,  1811,  I  made  no  comment  on  the  strange 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  so  long  concealed 
from  me,  and  probably  from  you,  I  only  asked 
him  if  that  decree  had  been  published,  file  said 
no;  but  declared  it  had  been  communicated  to 
my  predecessor  here,  and  likewise  seat  to  Mr. 
Serrurier,  with  orders  to  communicate  it  to  ][ou. 
I  assured  him  that  it  was  not  among  the  archivea 
of  this  Legation}  that  I  never  before  had  beard  of 
it}  and  since  he  had  consented  to  answer  my  note, 
I  desired  him  to  send  me,  in  that  official  manoer, 
a  copy  of  that  decree,  and  of  any  other  docu- 
ments that  might  prove  to  the  incredulous  of  my 
countr^r  (not  to  me)  that  the  decrees  of  Berlia 
and  Milan  were  in  good  faith,  and  uncondition- 
ally repeaM  with  r^ard  to  tbe  United  States. 
He  then  promised  me  he  would  do  it;  and  he  has 
performed  his  promise. 

I  scad  you  a  copy  of  tl^  April  decree,  as  like- 
wise of  the  letter  of  the  Urand  Judge,  and  that 
of  the  Minister  of  Finance,  though  the  two  latter 
pieces  have  been  before  communicated  to  our 
(Government,  and  published. 


[Bndosed  in  Mr.  Barlew's  despatch  of  May  1%  1812.] 
The  Duke  of  Betsmmo  to  S^>  Barlow. 

Paris,  May  10, 1812. 

Sir:  In  conversing  with  you  about  the  note 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on 
tbe  1st  May,  I  could  not  conceal  from  yon  my 
surprise  at  tbe  doubt  which  you  had  expressed 
in  that  note  respecting  the  revocation  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  aad  Milan,  Tbat  revocation  was 
proven  by  many  official  acts,  by  all  my  corres- 
pondence with  your  predecessors  and  with  you, 
by  the  decisions  in  favor  of  American  vessels. 
You  have  done  me  the  honor  to  ask  a  copy  of 
the  letters  which  the  Grand  Judge  and  the  Min- 
ister of  Finance  wrote  on  the  25th  of  December, 
1810,  to  secure  the  first  effects  of  that  measure; 
and  joxk  have  said,  sh",  that  tbe  decree  of  the  28th 
AprtI,  1811,  whieh  proves  definitively  the  lero- 
cation  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  in  re* 
gard  to  the  Americans  was  not  kopown  to  yoa. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  send  yon,  as  you  have  de- 
sired, a  copy  of  these  three  acts:  you  will  con- 
sider them  without  doubt,  sir,  as  the  pJbdnest 
answer  which  I  could  give  to  this  part  of  yoor 
note.  As  to  the  two  ether  qaestioos  to  which 
that  note  relates,  I  will  take  otfre  to  lay  them 
before  the  Emperor.  Tou  know  already,  sir,  the 
sentiments  which  His  Majesty  has  expressed  in 
favor  of  American  cominerce,  and  the  good  dis- 
positions which  have  induced  him  to  appoint  a 
Plenipotentiary  to  treat  with  you  on  tbat  im- 
portant inteicat. 

Accept,  sir.  the  asaurances  of  my  high  con- 
aideration. 

THR  DUKB  OF  BAS8ANO. 
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[EndoMd  in  Mr.  B*rlow's  despalch  of  May  12,  1813.] 

Palacb  op  St.  Cloud^ 

AprU  28,  1811. 

Napoleon,  Emperor  of  the  French.  &c,  &c. 

On  the  report  of  oar  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations :  - 

Seeing,  by  m  iaw  passed  on  the  8d  of  March, 
1811,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has 
ordered  the  execution  of  the  prorisions  of  the 
act  of  non-intercoarse  which  prohibits  the  ves- 
sels and  merchandise  of  Qreat  Britain,  her  colo- 
nies, and  dependencies,  from  entering  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States: 

CoDsidering  that  the  said  law  in  an  act  of  re- 
sistance to  the  arbitrary  pretensions  consecrated 
by  the  British  Orders  in  Coancil,  and  a  formal 
refusal  to  adhere  to  a  system  invading  the  inde- 

Eendence  of  neutral  Powers,  and  of  their  flag,. we 
aye  decreed,  and  do  decree,  as  follows : 
The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  defini- 
tively, and  to  date  from  the  1st  day  of  November 
last,  considered  as  not  having  existed  Irum  avenu$] 
in  re^rd  to  American  vessels. 

By  the  Emperor :  NAFOlfEON. 

The  Minister  Secretary  of  State: 

THE  COUNT  DARU. 


B. 

Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State. 

Paris,  October  25, 1812. 

Sir:  By  the  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Bassano, 
and  my  answer,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
enclosed,  you  will  learn  that  I  am  invited  to  go 
to  Wilna,  and  that  I  have  accepted  the  invitation. 
Though  the  proposal  was  totally  unexpected,  and, 
on  many  accounts,  disagreeable,  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  refuse  it  without  giving  offence,  or  at  least 
risking  a  postponement  of  a  negotiation  which  I 
have  reason  to  believe  is  now  in  a  fair  way  to  a 
speedy  and  advantageous  close. 

From  the  circumstances  which  have  preceded 
and  which  accompany  this  proposition,  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  it  is  made  with  a  view  of 
expediting  the  business*  There  may,  indeed,  be 
an  intention  of  coupling  it  with  other  views  not 
yet  brouffht  forward,  if  so,  and  they  should  ex- 
tend to  objects  beyond  the  simplicity  of  our  Com- 
mercial interests  and  the  indemnities  which  we 
claim,  I  shall  not  be  at  a  loss  how  to  answer 
them. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  to  write  you  as  soon  as 
possible  from  Wiltta,  and  shall  return  to  Paris 
without  any  unnecessary  delay. 

I  remain,  ^.  JOEL  BARLOW. 

Hon.  Ja8.  Mohhob,  Secretary  rfSiaU, 


[Bndosed  in  Mr.  Barlow's  despatch  of  October  26.] 
The  Duke  of  Bauano  to  JI6r.  Barlow. 

Wilna,  October  U,  1812. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make  known  to 
you  how  much  I  regretted,  in  the  negotiation  com- 
menced between  the  United  States  and  France, 
the  delays  which  inevitably  attended  a  corres- 
12th  Con.  2d  Sjbsi. — 40 


pondence  carried  on  at  so  great  a  distance.  Your 
Government  has  desired  to  see  the  epoch  of  this 
arrangement  draw  near.  His  Majesty  is  anima-^' 
ted  by  the  same  dispositions,  and  willing  to  as* 
sore  to  the  negotiation  a  result  the  most  prompt; 
he  has  thought  that  it  would  be  expedient  to 
suppress  the  intermediaries,-  and  to  transfer  the 
conference  to  Wilna.  His  Majesty  has,  in  con* 
sequence,  authorized  ae,  sir,  to  treat  directly 
with  you ;  and,  if  you  will  come  to  this  town,  I 
dare  Jiope  that,  with  the  desire  which  animates 
us  both  to  conciliate  such  important  interests,  wa 
will  immediately  be  enablea  to  remove  all  the 
difficulties  which,  until  now,  have  appeared  to 
impede  the  progress  of  the  negotiation. 

1  have  apprized  the  Duke  of  Dalberg  that  his 
mission  was  thus  terminated;  and  I  have  laid 
before  His  Majesty  the  actual  state  of  the  nego« 
tiation,  to  the  end  that,  when  you  arrive  at 
Wilna,  the  difierent  questions  beinff  already  il« 
lustrated  IMaircW]  either  by  your  judicious  ob* 
servations,  or  by  the  instructions  I  shall  have  re- 
ceived, we  may,  sir,  conclude,  without  delay,  an 
arrangement  so  desirable,  and  so  conformable  to 
the  mutually  amicable  views  of  our  two  Gov- 
ernments.   Accept,  sir.  dbe. 

THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 


[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Barlow's  despatch  of  October  25.] 
Extmct — JI6*.  Barhw  to  the  Duke  ofBaesano. 

Pabib,  October  25, 1812. 

In  consequeirce  of  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  me  on  the  11th  of  this  month,  I 
accept  your  invitation,  and  leave  Paris  to-morrow 
for  Wilna,  where  I  hope  to  arrive  in  fifteen  or 
eighteen  days  from  this  date. 

The  negotiation  on  which  yoo  have  done  me 
the  honor  to  invite  me  at  Wilna  is  so  completely 
prepared  in  all  its  parts  between  the  Duke  of 
Dalberg  and  myselt,  and,  as  I  understand,  sent 
on  to  you  for  your  approbation  about  the  18ih  of 
the  present  month,  that  I  am  persuaded,  if  it 
could  have  arrived  before  the  date  of  your  letter, 
the  necessity  of  this  meeting  would  not  have  ex- 
isted, as  I  am  confident  that  His  Majesty  would 
have  found  the  project  reasonable  and  accepta- 
ble in  all  its  parts,  and  would  have  ordered  that 
Minister  to  conclude  and  sign  both  the  Treaty  of 
Cookmeree  and  Convention  of  Indemnities.. 


REMISSION  OF  FORFEITUBES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House.  November  2fi,  1612.] 

Mr.  CBBVBSy  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  of  the  4th  instant,  as  relates 
to  the  late  importations  of  British  manufactures  $ 
also,  the  petitions  of  sundry  merchants  of  New 
York ;  of  John  Tompkips,  and  Adam  Murray, 
merchants,  of  Richmond,  Virginia;  of  William 
W.  Woolsey,  and  others,  merchants,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, Connecticut;  of  sundry  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia ;  of  sundry  merchants  of 
Boston  i  of  sundry  mercbanu»  and  others,  of  the 
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city  of  AlbtDf,  in  tbe  State  of  New  York;  of 
modry  merchmnts  of  the  city  of  Richmond.  Vir- 
gi«ia  $  of  sundry  other  merchants  of  Philadel- 
nJhia  $  of  sundry  merchants  of  Savannah,  in  the 
Sitate  of  Georgia;  of  sundry  merchants  of  Nor- 
folk, Virginia;  of  David  Lamb,  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina ;  of  sundry  merchants  of  the  city 
of  Baltimore;  of  Charles  Sigourny,  and  James 
Wells,  merchants,  of  the  city  of  Hartford,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut ;  and  of  sundry  merchants 
of  the  town  of  Alexandria^  in  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  ail  praying  for  the  remission  of  ]>en- 
alties  and  forfeitures,  incurred  by  them  as  im- 
porters of  British  manuiaetures,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

That  they  hare  bestowed  on  the  subject  a  de- 
gree of  attention  proportioned  to  its  importance ; 
chat  they  have,  in  the  present  investigation,  con- 
fined themselves  to  tbe  cases  of  iinportations 
directly  from  tbe  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  that  the  result  of  their  ex- 
amination and  inquiries  will  be  tbund — 

First,  In  a  correspondence  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Secondly,  In  a  detailed  examination  of  com- 
mittees of  merchants  from  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  and  some  accom- 
panying documents. 

Thirdly,  In  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Russell, 
late  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Court  of  London,  who,  at  tbe  request  of  the 
committee,  was  to  obliging  as  to  attend  them  and 
give  this  statement. 

That,  on  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  full  power  to  remit  or  mitigate  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred,  should  an  in- 
terposition in  either  way  be  called  for  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and,  therefore,  recom- 
mend, that  it  be 

RtMotoedy  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject,  and  that  the  petitions,  with  the 
accompanyingdocuments,  be  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Dipartmbnt, 

Noven^r  18, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  ¥rith  the 
request  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  submit  the  following  statement  of  facts,  so  far 
as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  in  relation 
to  the  late  importations  of  Britteh  manufactures. 

By  the  act  of  2d  March,  1811,  it  was  enacted 
that  certain  provisions  of  the  act  '^  to  rnterdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uoited 
States  and  Great  Britain,  and  France,  and  their 
liependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  should 
(until  the  President's  proclamation,  authorized 
by  the  act,  should  have  been  issued)  have  full 
force,  and  be  immediately  carried  into  effect  against 
Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  and  dependencies. 
The  provisions  thus  re-enacted  forbade,  under 
penalty  of  forfeiting  tbe  vessel  and  cargo,  to  im- 
port into  the  United  States,  or  to  put  on  board 
any  vessel,  in  a  foreign  port,  with  intent  thus  to 


import,  any  merchandise  of  British  growth  or 
manufacture,  from  whatever  port  imported,  and 
any  merchandise  whatever  from  a  British  port. 

It  was  further  enacted,  by  the  same  act,  (of 
March  2,  1811,}  that,  in  case  Great  Britain  should 
so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they  should 
cease  to  violate  tbe  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation;  that 
such  proclamation  should  be  admitted  as  evi- 
dence, and  that  no  other  evidence  should  be  ad- 
mitted of  such  revocation  or  modification,  in  any 
suit  or  prosecution  for  the  recovery  of  the  for- 
feitures abovementioned ;  and  that  the  restrict- 
ions, above  stated,  should,  from  the  date  of  such 
proclamation,  cease,  and  be  discontinued. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  18th  of  June,  1812. 
war  was  declared  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain. 

On  the  23d  of  tbe  same  month,  an  Order  in 
Council  was  issued  by  the  British  Government, 
purporting  to  be  a  revocation  of  tbe  edicts  of 
that  Government  which  violated  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  subject^  bow- 
ever,  to  certain  conditions,  specified  in  the  said 
order. 

Immediately  after  promulgation  of  that  order, 
British  merchandise  was  laden  on  board  the 
American  vessels,  then  in  the  harbors  of  Great 
Britain,  with  intent  to  import  the  same  into  the 
United  States.  It  has  been  stated,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved, that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  those  ship- 
ments were  made  in  conformity^  with  previous 
orders  from  merchants  in  America  to  tneir  cor- 
respondents in  Rngland,  by  which  these  had 
been  instructed  to  make  such  shipments  when- 
ever a  revocation  of  the  former  British  Orders 
in  Council  should  take  place;  it  hating  been 
presumed  by  the  American-  merchants  that  such 
a  revocation  would,  by  virtue  of  the  aboremen- 
tioned  act  of  Congress,  of  2d  March,  1811,  pro- 
duce a  discontinuance  of  tbe  prohibitions  to  im- 
port British  merchandise  into  the  United  States. 

On  the  30th  day  of  July  following,  the  account 
of  the  declaration  of  war  having  reached  Bng^- 
tand,  a  temporary  embargo  was  laid  on  Amert- 
ean  vessels  \  but,  on  the  ensuing  day,  they  were, 
by  order  of  Council,  permitted  to  continue  to 
take  cargoes  of  British  merchandise,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  United  States,  being  for  that  purpose 
provided  with  licenses  protecting  them«  not  with- 
standing 4he  existing  hostilities,  against  capture 
by  British  cruisers.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
time  for  obtaining  such  licenses  was,  with  re- 
spect to  American  vessels  then  in  finglaad,  lim- 
ited to  the  fifteenth  of  September  last ;  and,  if 
that  be  correct,  all  tbe  vessels  of  that  description 
(with  the  exception  of  some,  which,  having  been 
captured  by  American  cruisers,  retaken  by  the 
British,  and  sent  into  Halifax,  have  not  yet  been 
released,  and  perhaps  of  some  which  may  have 
bad  ver^  long  voyages)  may  be  presumed  to  hare 
arrived  in  the  United  States, 

It  appearing  that,  however  reasonable  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  discontinuance  of  the  non-impor- 
tation act  might  have  been,  yet,  not  only  the  act 
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had  made  the  President's  proclamatioa  the  only 
evidence  of  ike  fact,  but  that  the  restnctions 
were  to  cease,  not  from  the  date  of  the  re?ocatioo 
of  the  Orders  in  Council,  but  from  the  date  of 
the  proclamation ;  that  the  act  to  put  merchan- 
dise on  board  a  vessel,  with  intent  to  import,  was 
forbidden  by  those  restrictions ;  and  that  (all  the 
merchandise  having  been  thus  laden,  either  pre- 
maturely, and  before  a  proclamation  could,  in 
point  of  time,  be  issued  by  the  President,  or  after 
the  knowledge  of  war)  all  the  shipments  were 
therefore  made  in  direct  contravention  of  an  ex- 
istin8[  provision;  the  collectors  were  instructed 
to  seize  and  libel  all  such  vessels  and  cargoes, 
without  discrimination.  No  exception  was  ma4e 
with  respect  to  vessels  captured  and  sent  in  by 
American  privateers,  because,  if  American  pro- 
perty, their  right  to  make  prizes  was,  by  law,  con- 
fined to  enemies'  property,  and,  whether  Ameri- 
can or  enemies',  the  forfeiture  to  the  United 
States  had  been  incurred  from  the  date  of  the 
.  shipment,  and  could  not  be  superseded  by  a  sub- 
sequent capture.  Instructions  to  prevent  any  in- 
terference m  that  respect,  by  either  public  or  pri- 
vate armed  vessels,  were  also  issued  by  the  Presi- 
dent, each  interference  being  considered  wholly 
unnecessary,  since  the  vessels  from  England  were 
of  their  awn  accord  coming  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States.  It  appears,  however,  that  in  some 
cases,  the  owners  of  privateers,  that  have  made 
captures  of  that  description,  intend  to  contest  the 
prior  claim  to  forfeiture  of  the  .United  States ; 
and  that,  in  those  cases,  the  question  must  be  de- 
cided by  the  courts. 

Previous  to  the  .time  when  those  importations 
took  place,  it  bein^  understood  that  the  judges  of 
some  of  the  district  courts  had  restored  to  the 
claimants  prohibited  merchandise,  under  seizure, 
on  their  giving  bond  for  the  appraised  value 
thereof,  the  district  attorneys  were,  on  the  15th 
day  of  Ma/)  I^I^j  instructed  by  the  Comptroller 
to  oppose  every  motion  to  that  effectf  for  the  rea- 
sons stated  in  his  letter.  It  appearing  afterwards 
that  th«  judges  of  some  of  the  most  commercial 
idistricta  had,  notwithstanding  thajt  oppoisition  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  continued  to  order 
the  restoration  of  British  merchandise,  no  appeal 
being  practicable,  since  the  orders  were  imme- 
diately executed,  and  the  commercial  interest  of 
those  districts  where  the  restoration  was  refused, 
being  deeply  affected  by  the  want  of  uniformitv 
in  the  deeisiona,  the  Comptroller  did,  on  the  5th 
day  of  October  last,  authorize  the  district  attor- 
neys to  withdraw  their  opposition  in  all  casta  of 
bona  fide  American  property.  Copies  of  his  two 
circutara  on  that  subject  are  enclosed..  Ail  the 
prohibited  merchandise  restored  to  the  claimants 
nas  been  so  restored  by  order  of  court,  without 
any  interference  other  than  a  forced  acquiescence 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  officers  of  Govern- 
ment. With  respect  to  the  mode  of  appraise- 
ment, it  appears  that  the  merchandise  hasgener- 
allv  been  valued  at  its  prime  cost^  adding  thereto 
only  the  amount  of  duties,  for  which  separate 
bonds  have,  in  most  cases,  been  taken.  To  this 
there  are  some  exceptionfy  the  valnation  being. 


in  Rhode  Island,  below,  and  in  Connecticut, 
probably  above  the  prime  cost  of  the  goods. 

From  returns  transmitted  by  the  collectors, 
some  of  which  are  in  part  on  estimate,  it  appears 
that  the  prime  cost  of  all  the  Britisji  merchandise 
imported  as  above  stated,  subsequent  to  the  al- 
leged revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, amounts  to  about  four  millions  sterling;  and 
that  the  bonds  given  for  the  value  will  fall  short 
of  eighteen  million  of  dollars,  exclusively  of  the 
bonds  given  for  duties,  and  which  may  be  esti- 
mated at  five  millions  of  dollars.  This  embraces 
all  the  importations  already  made,  and  will  not 
be  materially  increased  by  vessels  still  on  their 
way,  unless  it  be  true,  as  has  been  asserted,  that 
American  vessels,  which  had  sailed  to  the  Baltic, 
under  certain  British  licenses,  will,  on  their  ar- 
rival in  England,  be  provided  with  new  licensee 
for  their  return  to  the  United  States,  with  car- 
goes of  British  merchandise.  Such  importations 
would  form  a  class  distinct  from  those  now  under 
consideration.  Of  the  importations  heretofore 
made,  about  three-eighths  in  value  were  in  vessels 
which  sailed  from  England  between  the  23d  of 
June  and  1st  of  August  last,  and  the  residue  in 
vessels  which  sailed  subsequent  to  the  month  of 
July.  The  whole  may  be  arcanged  under  the 
following  heads,  viz : 

1.  Merchandise  purchased  prior  to  the  non- 
importation act,  of  2d  March,  1811,  and  which 
had  remained  warehoused  in  England  at  the  risk 
of  the  American  owners. 

2.  Merchandise  purchased  subsequent  to  the 
act  of  2d  March,  1811,  and  prior  to  the  23d  of 
June,  1812,  and  which,  since  its  purchase,  had 
remained  in  the  same  manner  in  England. 

3.  Merchandise  shipped  on  American  account 
and  risk,  in  pursuance  'of  orders  given  prior  to 
the  23d  June,  1812,  but  not  paid  for  till  after  the 
execution  of  such  orders,  and  on  different  terms 
of  credit. 

4.  Merchandise  shipped  in  pursuance  of  simi- 
lar orders,  but  consigned,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
the  order  of  the  American  correspondent  of  the 
British  merchants,  to  be  delivered,  according  te 
contingent  instructions,  to  the  real  purchaser; 
which  merchandise  becomes  American  property 
when  thus  delivered,  but  remains  till  then  on 
British  account  and  risk. 

&  Merchandise  shipped  entirely  on  British  ac« 
count. 

There  are  no  data  from  which,  without  further 
investigation,  the  amount  of  each  class  can  be 
estimated. 

The  advance  on  the  prime  cost  at  which  the 
merchandise  thus  imported  has  been,  or  can  be 
sold,  is  not  precisely  known,  and  will  undonbt* 
edly  vary  according  to  the  species  of  the  goods. 
It  has  been  asserted  that,  in  some  sales,  the  ad- 
vance was  sufficient  to  cover  not  only  the  prime 
cost,  charges,  and  duties,  but  even  the  whole  of 
the  amount  of  the  bonds.  That  this  may  have 
actually  taken  place  in  some  particular  instances^ 
may  be  true ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  importers 
would,  so  far  as  they  could,  cover,  in  their  sales, 
the  estimated  risk  of  being  obiifed  to  pay  those 
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bonds.  Bat,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the 
current  price  of  ffoods,  and  from  some  sales  said 
to  have  taken  place,  the  supposition  that  they 
hare  been,  or  can  be,  generailv,  made  so  as  to 
cover  the  whole  amount  of  the  bonds,  is  beiicTed 
to  be  greatly  exaggerated. 

It  is,  howerer,  an  indisputable  fact  that  the  im- 
portation fails  generally  far  short  of  the  ordinary 
former  annual  importations  from  Great  Britain, 
and  of  the  actual  demand  for  most  species  of  the 
merchandise  imported ;  and  that  the  goods  are 
accordingly  generally  sold  at  an  adrance  greater 
than  the  usual  profits  of  importers.  The  differ- 
ence constitutes  an  extraordinary  profit,  and  is  a 
tax  leried  on  the  community  by  the  persons  who 
hare  imported  the  merchandise  contrary  to  law; 
which  extra  profit  or  tax  is  solely  due  to  th«  non- 
importation act  continuing  in  force  with  respect 
to  all  other  persons  and  importations. 

Of  the  forfeitures  accrued,  one-half  is  by  law 
Tested  in  the  custom-house  officers,  or  informers, 
and  the  other  half  in  the  United  States.  The 
power  to  remit  the  share  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  all  other  persons,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and 
on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  deemed 
reasonable  and  just,  is  by  law  Tested  in  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  But,  considering  the 
magnitude  and  unforeseen  nature  of  the  ease,  it 
was  thought  proper  not  to  exercise  that  authority 
until  Congress  had  taken  the  subject  into  consid- 
eration, and  prescribed,  if  they  thought  proper, 
the  course  to  be  pursued.  All  the  petitions  al- 
ready receiyed  remain  therefore  suspended ;  and, 
in  order  to  avoid  useless  expenses,  the  parties 
have  been  generally  advised  to  delay  making 
their  applications  in  the  manner  directed  bylaw, 
until  tne  decision  of  Congress  should  be  ascer- 
tained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Lanodon  Chbves, 

Chairman  Com.  Way$  f  Mearu. 

ICirctUarJ] 

Treasury  Departmbnt, 
QmptroUer^g  Office^  May  15, 1812. 

Sir  :  As  it  may  be  supposed  that,  on  a  seizure 
under  the  law  o/  March,  1,  1809,  commonly 
called  the  non-importation  laW,  the  claimant  has 
a  ri^ht  to  the  repossession  of  the  property  seized, 
by  giving  bond  as  pointed  out  by  the  89tb  section 
of  the  collection  law,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  sub- 
mit to  you,  respectfully,  the  views  uken  of  this 
subject  at  this  Department.  If  such  be  a  correct 
construction  of  it,  it  is  plain  that  it  will  go  far 
towards  defeating  the  ends  contemplated  by  its 
passage. 

.The  policy  and  intention  of  this  act  evidently 
was  to  shut  the  door  as  effectually  as  possible 
against  the  introduction  of  British  manufactures. 
The  motive  of  taking  bond  from  a  claimant  un- 
der the  89th  section  of  the  collection  law.  as  in 
all  sin^iiar  or  analogous  cases,  unquestiooaoly  is, 
aot  that  it  may  be  received  in  lieu  of  the  thing  | 


surrendered,  but  to  compel  or  insure  the  forth- 
coming, of  the  thing  itself.  But,  the  state  of 
things  existing,  and  always  liable  to  exist,  under 
the  non-importation  act.  would  hinder  the  opera- 
tion of  this  obvious  principle.  The  enhanced 
value  of  the  British  commoditjf.  arising  froai  a 
^neral  scarcitjr,  may  make  it,  in  most  cases,  the 
interest  of  the  illicit  importer  to  forfeit  his  bond, 
the  penalty  heinff  regulated  by  the  nominal  or 
iuTOice  price  of  ine  goods,  or  a  sufficient  inter- 
mediate rise  taking  place  before  the  trial,  al- 
though the  penalty  was  fixed  according  to  the 
market  Talue  at  the  time  of  seizure.  The  act,  in 
its  foundation,  its  objects,  and  entire  scope,  aims 
at  the  total  exclusion  from  the  country  of  all 
British  goods.  If  thwarted  in  that  obieet,  its 
next  is  to  transfer  them,  when  unlawfully  intro- 
duced, to  the  hands  of  the  Government  To  suf- 
fer them,  when  seized  for  an  apparent  breach  of 
this  law,  to  pass  to  the  immediate  and  virtual 
ownership  of  the  claimant,  and  be  subject  to  his 
disposition,  would,  in  a  great  degree,  have  th» 
effect  to  turn  it  aside  from  all  its  original  intend- 
ments. 

As  (he  desi^  of  the  act  would  thus  be  liable 
to  frustration,  it  may  be  asked  where  the  anthority 
is  found  for  this  alleged  right  in  the  importer? 
Its  allowance,  if  it  would  endanger  the  primary 
objects  of  the  Legislature,  should  rest  on  express 
words,  or  implication  as  imperious.    The  18th 
section  of  the  act  of  the  first  of  March,  1809. 
in  referring  to  the  collection  law  as  the  rale  of 
proceeding,  does  so,  it  is  apprehended,  only  in  re- 
lation to  the  distribution  of  the  forfeitures.     The 
first  clause  of  that  section  stands  as  an  integral 
provision,  relying  upon  no  other  law  for  its  sup- 
port, and  capable  of  being  executed  as  to  all  the 
purposes  of  a  civil  or  criminal  suit,  merely  on  its 
own  footing,  with  the  aid,  indeed,  of  the  inciden- 
tal powers  of  the  court.    It  is  not  seen  that  this 
general  or  resulting  power,  often  inherent  in 
courts,  to  order  the  repossession  of  a  thing  claimed 
on  stipulation,  or  caution  being  given,  either 
where  it  was  fbr  the  benefit  of  all  concerned,  or 
where  the  thing  itself  was  perishable,  or  where 
hardships  was  feared  to  an  innocent  owner,  would 
be  applicable  under  this  law.    But,  if  this  be  the 
ground  of  the  importer's  claim,  it,  of  course, 
leaves  out  of  sight,  in  every  relation  to  the  point, 
the  89th  section  of  the  collection  law.    If  he  can- 
not, then,  stand  upon  the  faith  of  any  imperative 
injunction  put  upon  the  court,  it  will  follow  that 
his  application  mast  be  addressed  to  iu  discre- 
tion ;  and  you  are,  in  such  case,  requested  to  re- 
sist the  application,«as  opposed  to  the  demonstra- 
ble policy  of  every  part  of  the  act.    That  a  re- 
delivery to  ihe  party  should  have  been  made  to 
take  place,  by  spMecial  provision,  ui^der  the  collec- 
tion law,  is  reconcileable  with  the  system  of 
which  it  is  a  part,  which  looks  only  at  a  deriva- 
tive offence  against  the  revenue,  without  any- 
where contemplating  an  original  exclusion  of  the 
article  seized.    But,  a  similar  course  must  be 
essentially  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  a  law  which 
addresses  itself  to  the  interests  of  a  foreign  Pow- 
er, declaring  that  that  Power  shall  be  debarred 
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all  benefit  of  traosporting  her  wares  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  seeks  to  close,  with  penal  sanc- 
tions, the  very  threshold  to  their  entrance.  The 
concluding  part  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  law 
further  distinguishes  it  from  the  collection  act, 
and  hj  prohibitiog.  under  a  penalty,  the  purchase 
^  British  iroods,  knowing  them  to  be  liable  to 
seizure,  holds  out  an  intimation  that  every  prac- 
ticability to  their  sale  should  be  foreclosed,  while 
their  liability  to  condemnation  remains  unde- 
cided. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  ydur  attention  to  the  third 
section  of  the  act,  in  pari  materia^  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1811.  The  first  proviso  of  this  section, 
by  pointing  out  a  specific  ease  in  which  British 
goods,  unlawfully  introduced,  may  be  delivered 
to  the  owner  upon  bond,  furnishes,  it  is  conceived, 
an  argument  of  weight,  that  in  no  other  state  of 
thiuffs  ought  it  to  be  done. 

These  suggestions  are  respectfully  submitted 
for  your  consideration  and  government.  Ton 
will,  doubtless,  he  able  to  extend  tbero^  and  will 
superadd  such  other  views  in  elucidation  of  the 
meaning  ascribed  to  the  law  at  this  Department, 
as  your  own  reflections  may  supply.  Under  a 
conviction  of  its  importance  to  the  genuine  inten- 
tions of  the  Government,  it  is  particularly  wished 
that  you  would  resist,  in  every  instance,  a  resto- 
ration to  the  claimant  of  the  property  seized,  and 
never  part,  unless  by  the  express  order  of  the 
court,  with  the  substantial  security  of  a  lien  for 
the  inferior  and  precarious  safeguard  of  personal 
responsibility. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 


[Circular  to  District  AttomeysJ] 

TbEASURT  DaPAnTMBlfT, 

Comptroller's  Office,  October  5, 1812. 

Sib:  Since  the  circular  of  the  15th  of  May, 
addressed  to  you  from  this  ofiice,  it  appears,  from 
information  received,  that,  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts, the  courts  hold  themselves  bound  to  deliver 
up  the  vessel  and  goods,  seized  in  violation  of  the 
Bon-importation  law.  on  satisfactory  bond  given 
by  the  claimant,  while,  in  others,  the  opposition 
made  to  this  course  by  the  attorneys  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  has  been  found  to  avail  with  the  court 
to  refuse  such  delivery. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  law  in  question,  what- 
ever views  may  still  be  entertained  of  its  original 
intention,  should  operate  equally  on  the  mer- 
chants or  other  owners  of  property  seized,  in 
every  part  of  the  Union. 

Seeing,  therefore,  that  a  difierent  line  of  prac- 
tice is  found  to  govern  the  courts  in  different  dis- 
tricts, upon  this  point,  and  in  order  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  possible,  any  inconvenience  or  supposed  in- 
justice to  individuals,  resulting  from  such  differ- 
ence, yon  are  hereby  requested  to  withhold  the  op- 
position you  were  requited  to  make  to  the  delivery 
of  the  property  to  the  claimant,  on  his  giving  bond ; 
the  object  being,  that,  as  the  decisions  of  the 
courts  are  not  to  be  controlled  by  this  Department, 


you  may  thus  lend  your  aid,  negatively  at  least, 
towards  the  uniform  execution  o?  the  law.  You 
will  be  pleased,  however,  to  consider  this  relaxa- 
tion as  extended  to  property  owned  by  American 
citizens  only,  and  to  urge,  In  all  cases,  a  true  and 
adequate  appraisement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 
•,  Attorney  of  the  U.  8.  for . 


Tbeasubt  Dbpabtmbnt,  Nvo,  S3, 1812; 

Sib  :  I  had  already  transmitted  an  answer  to 
your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  when  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  that  of  the  20th,  requesting,  in 
addition  to  the  statement  of  facts,  such  further 
and  other  views  of  the  subject  of  the  late  impor- 
tations of  British  manufactures,  as  I  might  think 
proper,  and  particularly,  whether,  in  my  opinion, 
their  importation  has  not  been  actually  and  ma- 
terially advantageous  to  the  Government. 

Having,  in  the  answer  already  transmitted, 
stated  all  the  important  fhcts  within  my  know* 
ledge,  I  cannot  present  the  subject  in  any  new  or 
other  view  than  that  exhibited  by  those  facts. 

The  payment  of  five  millions  of  dollars  for  du- 
ties on  those  importations,  had  been  stated,  and 
is,  advantageous  to  Gfovernment.  Indirect  aid 
may  also,  perhaps,  have  been  derived  from  the 
increase  of  supplies,  and  from  the  return  of  Ameri* 
can  capital,  produced  by  that  event.  But  these 
advantages,  whatever  tney  may  be,  have  been 
forced  upon  (Government,  and  cannot  be  uraed  as 
a  service  rendered  by  these  importers.  HaiTthose 
advantages  been  supposed  sumcient  to  outweigh 
other  political  considerations,  the  importations 
miffht  have  been,  and  still  might  be,  permit- 
ted and  reguhited  by  law.  In  the  case  of  the 
Calcutta  vessels,  whose  cargoes  (for  the  land- 
ing of  wMch  in  the  United  States  bond  had 
been  given  in  India)  have,  by  the  act  of  5th  of 
July  last,  been  admitted  to  entry,  this  was  done 
on  the  express  condition  of  the  merchandise  be- 
ing warehoused,  and  remaining  subject  to  the  fu- 
ture disposition  of  Government — thus  reserviag 
the  power  to  fix  the  terms  on  which  those  eargoee 
should  be  restored  to  the  owners  and  their  sale  be 
permitted.  In  the  case  now  under  consideration, 
the  persons  who  have  imported  contrary  to  law, 
do  not  seem  entitled  to  more  advantageous  terms 
than  would  probably  have  been  imposed,  had  a 
previous  permission  been  granted. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  continue  in  the  opinion,  sub- 
mitted with  great  deference  to  the  committecL 
that  the  one  half  of  the  forfeitures,  which  would 
otherwise  fall  to  the  share  of  collectors,- ought  to 
be  remitted ;  but  that,  with  respect  to  the  one- 
half  belonging  to  the  United  States,  justice  to  the 
community  requires  that,  when  remitted,  at  least 
an  equivalent  may  be  secured  to  the  public  for 
extra  profit  beyona  that  on  common  importations, 
which  arises  from  the  continuance  of  the  non-im- 
portation act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  LAvanoN  Chbvbs,  C9U»«rmaii,  f  c. 
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SxarnxnaUan  <f  Committer  ofAkrehanUf  fe. 

Several  committees  of  the  petitioners  and  other 
merchants  interested  in  these  importations,  at- 
tended your  committee:  these  were,  John  O. 
Coster,  John  Mason,  Washington  IrTini;,  and 
Abraham  R.  L«urence, from  New  York;  Nathan 
Appleton,  from  Boston;  Caleb  Cresson,  junior, 
William  Schlatter,  and  Samuel  Harvey,  from 
Philadelphia;  and  Luke  Tiernan,  I^hilip  E.  Tho- 
mas, and  Evan  Thomas,  from  Baltimore. 

Th«  statements  m«de  by  these  gentlemen,  who 
are  men  of  character  and. respectability,  were  de- 
livered, apparently,  with  such  fairness  and  can- 
dor, as  induced  your  committee  to  give  much 
credit  to  them.  The  statements  made  by  the 
committee  from  New  York  have  beea  corrobo- 
rated and  confirmed  by  declarations  made  on 
oath,  bv  persons  disinterested,  as  well  as  those  in- 
terested in  these  importations. 

New  York.— The  committee  from  New  York 
stated,  that  the  current  reports  oi  enormous  ad- 
Tanees  obtained  by  them,  were  not  well  founded ; 
that  some  of  them  were  entirely  unfounded;  that 
they  had,  for  example,  heard  it  stated  that  three 
hundred  per  cent«  bad  been  obtained  in  New 
York ;  that  m  local  mode  of  selling  English  goods 
in  New  York,  must  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
this  misstatement ;  that  it  is  usual  in  that  city  to 
demand  and  obtain  three  for  one,  in  the  sale  of 
Mch  goods:  which  means  £3 New  York  curren- 
cy for  £1  sterling}  which  really  yields  but  sixty- 
tight  and  two-thirds  per  cent,  advance  on  the 
prime  cost.    Thev  admitted  that  particular  arti- 
cles had  been  sold  for  very  high  prices;  that  these 
prices,  however,  were  not  exacted  from  a  desire 
or  determination  to  include  in  them  the  penalties 
which  might  be  enforced  by  the  Government,  but 
from  the  great  competition  which  existed  in  the 
narket  for  the  Articles;  that,  for  these  articles, 
there  was,  to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Irving,  one  of 
the  committee,  '*  a  ravenous  demand ;"  that  it 
was  understood  that  there  were  three  army  con- 
tractors, at  onetime,  bidding  upon  each  other; 
tjlat  these  articles  were  few  in  number,  and 
formed  but  a  small  part  of  the  amount  imported ; 
that  they  did  not  exceed  one-eighth  part  of  that 
amount;  that  there  were  none  of  them  in  the  in- 
voices oif  some  importers;  that  Mr»  Coster,  one 
of  the  petitioners,  had  imported  to  the  amount  of 
Dearly  £20,000  sterling,  prime  cost,  and  had  not 
received  an  article  of  this  description ;  that  the 
goods  which  commanded  such  high  prices  con- 
sisted, principally,  of  blankets  and  coarse  wool- 
lens; that  these  were  bulky  articles,  and  paid  a 
high  freight ;  that  the  same  circumstance  made 
them  liable  to  an  extraordinary  portion  of  other 
charges ;  that  the  very  high  prices  which  were 
obtained,  were  often  received  by  second  and  third 
purchasers,  and  not  by  the  importers ;  that  there 
are  three  descriptions  of  dealers  in  these  goods 
in  New  York :  1st.  The  large  importers,    2dly. 
Large  purchasers,  who  have  money  at  command, 
who  are  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the 
market  for  every  article,  and,  when  there  is  a 


raise  the  price— these  are  called  jobbers.    And, 
3dly.  The  retailers;  and  they  stated,  that  the 
very  hiffh  prices  alluded  to  had  frequently  been 
received  by  the  second,  and,  sometimes,  by  the 
last  description  of  persons,  and  not  by  the  peti- 
tioners.   Hardware,  cotton  goods,  glass  ware,  and 
fine  goods.  |renerally,  have  not  been  sold  at  bigb 
prices,    some  goods  have  become  unsaleable, 
from  change  of  fashions;  some  come  into  disad- 
vantageous competitioa  with  American  manu^ 
factures,  which  have  grown  up  or  increased  ia 
quantity,  while  these  goods  have  been  lying  in 
JSngland ;  some  are  not  worth  cost  and  charges. 
Goods  for  the  Southern  markets  (South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  for  example)  are  unsaleable,  from 
the  expense  or  impractiealHlity  of  land  carriage, 
the  risk  of  water  conveyance,  from  the  cruiser* 
of  the  enemy,  and  other  circumstances  of  war. 
The  occurrence  of  peace  and  free  intercourse 
would  make  the  importers  freat  losers  on  many 
of  those  importations.    The  following  were  stated 
as  the  ordinary  charges:  four  per  cent,  export 
duty ;  two  per  cept.  inland  chaises  on  valuable 
fine  dry  goods ;  the  same  charges  on  coarse  goods 
are  much  greater;  one  per  cent,  for  packuig« 
wrappers,  £c« ;  one  per  cent,  for  insurance  and 
storage  against  lire  till  shipped ;  two  per  cent, 
freight  on  the  average  of  fine  goods ;  ten  per  cent, 
on  coarse  goods ;  on  crockery,  from  two  aoudred 
to  three  hundred  per  cent,  insurance  against  sea 
risk,  ifec ;  three  per  cent,  on  the  aggregate  amount 
of  value  as  usually  calculated  in  policies ;  com- 
mission for  purchasing,  from  two  and  a  half  to 
five  per  cent.;  one  per  cent,  for  receiving  and 
paying  over  the  remittance.    The  average  of  the 
lowest  duties,  as  calculated  at  the  custom-house, 
amounts  to  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent, 
on  the  prime  cost;  on  crockery  and  glass  ware, 
hardware,  plated  ware,  silks,  millinery,  Ac.,  &ftj 
per  cent.    The  dnt^  is  calculated  by  adding  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost,  and  on  all  charges 
which  precede  the  shipment,  except  commission 
and  outside  packages. 

The  following  were  stated  as  extraordinary 
charges  and  losses :  One  and  a  half  per  oent.  for 
extra  storage  and  insurance  against  lire.  Many 
of  the  goods  lay  in  store  for  more  than  eighteen 
months :  average  storage  twelve  months ;  seven 
per  cent,  (the  Mgal  interest  of  the  State  of  New 
York)  for  the  average  detention  of  one  year  on 
the  purchase  money.  The  goods  which  have  been 
disposed  of,  were  sold  on  a  credit,  without  inter- 
est, of  from  six  to  twelve  months ;  average  seven 
to  eight  months.  A  great  portion  of  the  goods 
will  remain  long  on  himd ;  all  Sprrne  goods,  at 
least  till  the  Spring.  Great  charges  and  embarass- 
meats  have  been  incurred  from  capture  by  Ameri- 
can privateers.  Cargoes  have  been  carried  into 
and  delivered  in  ports  distant  from  those  in  whieh 
they  were  owned,  and  to  which  they  were  des- 
tined. Importers  have  sustained  ^ievous  coart 
charges  under  the  prosecutions  directed  by  the 
Government.  In  New  York,  the  courto  hare 
authorized  a  separate  libel  againsrthe  property  of 
every  importer,  on  each  of  which  the  costs  have 
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eoDsi8t«d  of  more  than  a  eiogle  package.  The 
gross  charges  witl  average  sixty  per  cent,  on  fine 
goods,  and  on  coarse,  they  will  oe  greater.  They 
admit  that,  if  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  be  re- 
mitted, the  petitioners  will  bare  a  handsome  profit, 
not  much,  however,  exceeding  the  usual  profits 
of  ordinary  trade,  and  it  will  be  the  whole  profit 
of  two  or  three  years  of  embarrassed,  and  otherwise 
losing  commerce.  If  the  bonds  be  exacted,  it 
will  greatly  distress  all  the  importers.  Many,  it 
will  ruin.  The  petitioners  had  given  no  orders 
w^tich  authorizea  the  shipment  of  their  goods 
Hftder  the  actual  circ a mstanees  which  attend  their 
shipment.  It  was  an  error  of  judgment  in  their 
agents,  though  it  was  a  very  general  error,  and 
one  which  ought  not  to  prejudice  the  importer. 
It  was  confidently  believed  in  England,  that  the 
importation  would  be  permitted,  and  deemed  legal* 
A  printed  paper,  of  wnich  a  copy  is  annexed,  was 
circulated  among  all  those  engaged  in  the  Ameri- 
can trade,  as  proof  that  there  was  no  danger  in 
these  shipments.  The  petitioners  knew  so  little 
of  the  actual  state  of  the  fact,  that  they  were,  at 
first,  greatly  afraid  of  British  capture.  Those 
who  shipped  after  the  existence  of  the  war  was 
known,  did  it  to  get  the  property  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  choosing  to  rely  rather  on  the  justice 
and  the  moderation  of  their  own  Government, 
than  the  forbearance  of  a  foreign  Government  and 
an  enemy.  If  the  property  had  lain  in  England  to 
the  end  of  the  war,  it  would  have  been  ruinous 
to  the  owners.  A  portion  of  their  property  was 
originally  invested  in  British  manufactures,  be- 
cause they  had  no  means  of  getting  it  home  with- 
out great  sacrifices,  and  on  account  of  the  actual 
and  growing  depreciation  of  the  paper  credit  of 
Qreat  Britain  at  the  time. 

The  petitioners  have  nev«r  violated  any  of  the 
laws  of  the  country,  while  their  particular  inter- 
ests have  often  been  injuriously  and  deeply  af- 
fected by  them. 

Some  of  the  petitioners  might,  by  a  compromise, 
which  was  oflfered  to  them  by  the  American  pri- 
vateers, which  had  captured  their  property,  have 
obtained  it  by  the  payment  of  only  two  and  a  half 
per  cent. ;  and  though  this  would  not  have  given 
them  any  legcd  security,  it  might  have  enabled 
them  actually  to  evade  the  operation  of  the  law, 
as  ther  believe  some  persons,  dealing  less  fairly, 
have  done  by  the  same  means.  These  petitioners, 
incapable  or  such  an  act,  have  relied  on  the  jus- 
tice of  their  own  Governnment.  They  did  not  be- 
lieve— the  citizens  of  New  York,  generally,  had 
no  idea,  that,  under  the  hard  circumstances  of 
their  case,  their  own  Government  would  either 
forfeit  their  property,  or  mulct  them  where  they 
intended  no  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  country. 

[Copy  o(  the  printed  paper  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 

statement] 

Eahwt  from  theprumt  nonHmporUOion  act  cftht 

Uniied  SiateB. 

^  Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
case  Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  ^ 
aautrai  commerce  of  the  United  States^  the  Preat.  f 


dent  of  the  United  States  shall  declare  the  fact 
by  proclamation,  and  such  proclamatioa  shall  be 
admitted  as  evidence,  and  no  other  evidence  shall 
be  admitted  6f  such  revocation  or  modification^ 
in  any  suit  or  prosecution^  which  may  be  insti- 
tuted under  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement.  And  the  restrictions  im* 
posed,  or  which  may  be  imposed,  by  virtue  (^ 
the  said  act,  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  procia* 
mation,  cease  and  be  discontinued.'' 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Monroe^  the  American 
Secrctwry  of  State,  to  His  MqjeetyU  Minister,  Mr. 
Foster,  dated 

Washington,  July26j  1811. 
'*  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  British  Gk>vernmenty 
at  this  time,  to  enable  the  President  to  set  the 
non-importation  aside,  by  rendering  to  the  United 
States  an  act  of  justice.  If  Great  Britain  will 
cease  to  violate  their  neutral  rights,  by  revoking 
her  Orders  in  Council,  on  which  event  alone  the 
President  has  the  power«  I  am  instructed  to  in«- 
form  you,  that  he  will,  without  delay,  exercise  it| 
by  terminating  the  operation  of  this  law." 

BoBTON.'^The  gentleman  who  attended  on  the 
part  of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  made  a  state" 
ment,  in  all  important  particulars  the  same  as  the 
foregoing  statement  of  the  committee  from  New 
Tork,  except  so  for  as  the  following  partieulsrs 
may  distinguish  them: 

He  stated  that  he  was  in  England  from  Jnn«L 
1810,  to  May,  1811.  That  large  quantities  of 
ffoods  were  purchased  and  prepared  ror  shipment, 
before  2d  February,  1811,  on  account  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Boston,  which  arrived  at  the  shipping 
ports  too  late  to  be  shipped  before  the  day  last 
mentioned.  A  portion  of  these  were  shipped  in 
the  ensuing  Spring  and  Summer  to  Halifax  and 
Montreal,  and  the  greater  part  of  those  tbna 
shipped,  nave  been  introduced  into  the  United 
States  since  the  war. 

The  remainder  of  the  goods,  purchased  before 
the  3d  February,  1811,  forms  part  of  those  which 
have  been  lately  imported  into  the  United  Btalea, 
directly  from  Great  Britain,  Considerable  por- 
tions of  the  goods  thus  imported,  were  purchased 
subsequently  to  the  2d  February,  1811,  and  be- 
fore the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,  by  thoare  who  had  funds  in  England 
which  tney  could  not  bring  home;  and  there  waa 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  these  importationa 
purchased  immediately  after  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.  The  last  descriptioa  of 
goods  was  shipped  in  pursuance  of  specific  orders 
previously  given,  which  were  to  be  executed 
when  the  shipment  of  them  should  be  deemed 
legal,  or  by  confidential  agents  in  England,  aet^ 
ing  under  general  powers.  The  geaeral  ordera 
relative  to  the  shipment  of  the  ffoods  on  hand,  or 
those  ordered,  were,  to  ship  when  it  should  be 
legal  to  do  so. 

The  goods  purchased  before  2d  February,  1811, 
were  purchased  on  the  usual  credit  of  three  and 
six  months^  Those  purchased  between  that  date 
and  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
were  aknoet  exclusively  purchased  with  caah,  aa 
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t be  only  object  of  the  purchase  was  to  invest  the 
mooey^  of  the  purchasers.  The  greater  part  of 
those  purchased  at  the  moment  of  the  revocation 
was  purchased  with  cash  which  had  been  placed 
In  Bnffiand  for  the  purpose. 

At  the  period  of  the  declaration  of  war,  the 
exchange  was  at  twenty  per  cent,  discount.  Af- 
terwards, it  was  difficult  to  negotiate  exchange 
at  all,  and  it  was  thrown  something  under  that 
depreciation.  8ince  the  late  importations,  it  has 
risen,  and  is  now  at  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  per 
cent,  discount. 

The  goods  which  were  purchased  after  the 
2d  February,  1811,  and  before  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  m  Council,  were  purchased  at  a  lower 
than  the  usual  rate.  In  six  months  after  2d  Feb- 
ruary, 1611,  cotton  goods  suffered  a  depression 
equar  to  fifteen  per  cent.  After  the  revocation, 
there  was  a  small  advance. 

Qenerall]^,  the  importers  of  Britit^h  goods  were 
not  the  shippers  or  American  produce  to  the 
Peninsula,  or  elsewhere.  There  are  exceptions ; 
many  houses,  much  engaged  in  the  shipments  to 
the  Peninsula,  are  among  the  late  importers.  A 
very  large  portion  of  the  goods  lately  imported 
on  account  of  the  merchants  of  Boston,  were  im- 
ported by  those  engaged  in  the  exportations  to 
the  Peninsula,  who  never  imported  British  goods 
before.  Probably  three-fourths  of  the  importa- 
tions into  Boston  have  been  sold.  The  extraor* 
dinary  profit  beyond  that  of  peace  and  free  inter- 
coarse,  is  about  from  five  to  ten  per  cent.  The 
kte  importations  are  less  than  the  usual  Fall  im- 
portations. 

Philaoblphia. — The  committee  from  Philadel- 
phia confirmed,  in  all  important  particulars,  as 
applicable  to  that  city,  the  statement  of  the  com- 
mittee from  New  Yorlr,  and  added  the  following 
particulars :  The  merchants  of  Philadelphia  send 
off  their  orders  for  English  manufactures  from 
nine  to  twelve  months  before  the  period  at  which 
tbev  expect  the  arrival  of  the  goods.  A  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  \hXp  importations,  which 
have  been  made  on  account  of^the  mercnants  of 
Philadelphia,  were  prepared  for  shipment  by  De- 
eember,  1810.  A  considerable  portion  was  pur- 
chased between  February,  1811,  and  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  a  few  were 
purchased  immediately  after  the  revocation.  Or- 
ders were  given,  in  the  Summer  of  1810,  for  4he 
bulk  of  the  ^oods  which  have  been  lately  imported, 
and  the  principal  part  of  these  orders  were  ex- 
ecuted by  the  month  of  December,  1810 ;  but, 
on  the  appeatance  of  the  President's  proclama- 
tion of  the  2d  November,  1810,  the  merchants 
countermanded  the  shipment  of  their  goods,  and 
the  further  execution  of  their  orders,  and  gave 
instructions  that  they  should  be  completed,  and 
the  shipments  made  when  the  Orders  in  Council 
should  be  revoked,  and  their  importation  into  the 
United  States  become  legal.  A  S[reat  portion  of 
these  goods  was  paid  for  at  the  time  they  were 
put  up 9  some  of  them  bought  upon  the  usual 
credit,  but  paid  for  long  before  the  revocation  of 
the  Orders  m  Council. 
.  Dry  goods,  which  were  put  up  prior  to  2d  Feb-  i 


ruary,  1811,  and  those  which  were  purchased 
after  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
were  laid  in  at  about  the  usual  prices.  Those 
purchased  in  the  intervening  time,  were  from 
ten  to  fifteen  per  cent,  lower.  Some  articles  of 
hardware  cost  rather  an  increased  price,  and 
none  were  purchased  at  reduced  prices. 

The  importers  of  British  manufactures  are 
not,  in  Pjiiladelphia,  exporters  of  produce.  The 
trade  of  that  city  is  divided  among  two  classes 
of  merchants ;  one  class  imports,  and  the  other 
exports.  The  importer  almost  universally  makes 
his  remittances  in  bills.  The  rate  of  exchange 
in  Philadelphia  varied,  in  1811,  from  ten  to  twen- 
ty-two and  a  half  per  cent,  discount.  In  1812,  it 
has  varied  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  discount. 
Two  weeks  ago,  it  was  at  sixteen.  In  the  Fall 
of  1810,  it  was  at  about  ^ye  per  cent,  discount. 
The  merchant  does  not  consider  as  a  part  of  his 
profit  the  advantage  gained  from  a  temporary 
depression  of  exchange,  because,  on  other  occa- 
sions, he  has  to  pay  a  corresponding  advance.  It 
will  be  found,  in  twenty  vears,  or  other  consider- 
able given  periods,  to  be  balanced.  When  it  has 
been  above  par,  they  have  not  increased  the  usual 
advance  on  their  goods.  They  have  never,  be- 
fore late  periods,  known  exchange  on  England  to 
be  so  low;  never  knew  it,  before  these  periods, 
to  be  lower  than  ten  per  cent* 

Generally  speaking,  about  one-third  of  the  late 
importations  remains  on  hand.  The  profits  have 
been  rather  greater  than  formerly  \  from  five  to 
ten  per  cent,  greater.  But  the  merchants  have 
been  idle  for  almost  two  years,  paying  house 
rent,  and  all  the  other, expenses  of  tkeir  establish- 
ments, without  any  gain,  and,  considering  these 
disadvantages,  they  will,  notwithstanding  this 
profit,  be  losers,  not  gainers,  on  their  business. 

The  quantity  imported  is  not  a  full  importation. 

Baltimore — The  committee  from  Baltimore 
confirmed,  as  applicable  generally  to  that  city, 
the  statement  of  the  committee  from  New  York, 
except  so  far  as  the  following  particulars  may  be 
variant  from  it: 

They  stated  that  Mr  Russell,  late  Charg^  des 
'  Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  London,  had  been 
applied  to  for  his  opinion  and  advice,  and  that 
he  did  advise  these  shipments,  and  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  thatthe  shippers  would  be  safe ;  that  the 
original  importers  or  Baltimore  had  sold  nearly 
all  their  goods;  that  they  have  not  more  than 
one-fifteenth  or  one-twentieth  of  their  importa- 
tions on  hand;  they  have  passed  into  the  hands 
of  jobbers  and  speculators;  the  average  profit 
which  the  importers  have  obtained,  beyond  that 
of  ordinary  years,  is  between  5  and  10  per  cent. 

The  usual  practice,  under  the  late  restrictions, 
has  been  to  ^ive  orders  for  goods  to  be  executed 
on  the  contingency  of  a  remission  of  these  re- 
strictions. It  is  believed  that  many  of  the  goods 
lately  imported,  were  purchased  before  the  revo- 
cation of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  many  before 
2d  February,  ifall.  The  hardware  importations 
were  all  of  this  description.  One  of  the  commit- 
tee, in  October  and  November,  1811,  passed 
ihrottgh  the  great  manufacturing  towns  in  Eng- 
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ncJ,  and  saw  the  wmrebovaes  foil  of  goods,  ptek-^ 
1  up,  irhich  were  said  to  be  ihere  on  American 
:couQt. 

A  grrat  many  of  these  goods  were  paid  for  be- 
»re  their  shipment,  others  were  remitted  for  be* 
»re  their  arrival,  and  others  have  been  obtained 
D  the  usaal  credit.  It  has  not  been  the  general 
ractice  to  pay  for  goods  at  the  time  of  purchase ; 
ut  merchants  hare  had  much  more  the  means 
f  paying  for  the  late  importations,  than  they  had 
i>  pay  some  years  ago ;  this  increased  ability  has 
risen  from  the  circumstance  that  this  description 
i'  merchants  hare  done  no  business  for  nearly 
wo  years  past.  There  will  be  always  sobie  not 
vhoily  paid  for;  but,  whether  paid  for  or  not, 
vheoerer  they  are  out  of  the  warehouse,  they  are 
considered  as  on  account  of  the  importer. 

The  importers  of  these  goods  are  not  the  same 
;>ersons  who  have  shipped  American  produce  to 
Lhe  Peninsula.  It  is  usual  for  these  importers  to 
place  funds  in  England,  in  anticipation  of  their 
orders  for  the  purchase  of  goods ;  the  usual  op- 
eration is,  by  tne  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange. 
Dry  goods  have  been  purchased  lately,  at  a 
lower  rate  than  formerly,  in  England ;  those  pur-* 
chased  in  March,  April,  and  May,  were  obtained 
at  a  lower  rate  than  the  same  goods  have  been 
purchased  at,  at  any  other  time.  It  was  only  at 
these  periods  that  goods  were  purchased  at  an  un- 
usually low  rate. 

They  have  not  taken  into  the  calculation  of 
the  profit  of  these  importations,  the  advantage  on 
the  purchase  of  bills ;  thfs  is  not  included,  be- 
cause, if,  on  an  average,  the  merchant  pays  no 
more  than  par  for  the  bills  he  remits,  he  is  sat- 
isfied,  and  the  experience  of  merchants  proves, 
that  no  material  advantage  resulu  to  them  in  a 
course  of  years.    There  are  cases  in  which  per« 
sons  went  to  England,  provided  with  extensive 
funds,  and  have  speculated  on  the  low  prices  of 
'  the  last  Spring ;  but  the  great  bulk  of  the  goods 
imported  were  shipped  in  consequence  of  orders 
long  before  given.    The  importations  have  effect* 
'  ed  the  return  to  this  country  of  so  much  Amer- 
ican capital.    These  importations  have  not  ex- 
ceeded the  orders  given — they  have  been  less. 
'  Five  ships  were  carried  into  Norfolki  three  of 
'  which  belonged  to  Baltimore,  and  one  merchant 
'  gave  bonds  for  nearly  the  whole  of  their  cargoes, 
'   which  averaged  j£100.000  sterling  each.    One  ves* 
>   sel,  belonging  to  Baltimore,  the  Eliza  Ann,  was 
'   carried  into  Boston:  the  value  of  the  cargo  ex- 
'    ceeded  £100,000  sterling,  and  one  man  gave  bonds 
for  the  whole  cargo ;  these  bonds  were  sometimes 
given  in  the  expectation  of  a  commission,  without 
I    any  aothority  from  the  owners  of  the  property. 
New  Yoax.— The  committee  from  New  York, 
in  a  Bobsequent  communication,  sUted  further, 
that  the  late  importations  into  that  city  included 
purchases  which  were  made  after  the  revocation 
of  the  Orders  in  Council,  as  well  as  those  which 
were  made  before  the  2d  February,  1811,  and  at 
interreaing  periods,  but  that  the  great  mass  had 
I     been  porchased,  and  was  on  hand,  remaining  on 
American  account,  from  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1810.   They  did  not  think,  they  said,  on  being 


interrogated  to  that  point,  that  this  was  a  large 
calculation,  notwithstanding  the  relaxation  in- 
troduced by  the  law  of  March,  1811 ;  because 
the  merchants  had  asked  information  of  the  Sea* 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  before  ihe.passage  of  that 
law,  as  to  the  construction  of  the  act  of  the  1st 
May,  1810,  and  the  President's  proclanution  of 
3d  November,  1810,  and  were  informed  b^  that 
officer,  that  all  goods  which  should  not  arrive  in 
the  United  States  prior  to  the  2d  February,  1811, 
would  be  liable  to  forfeiiure;  that  they  therefore 
countermanded  their  orders,  and  did  not  enjoy  the 
advantage  which  was  granted  by  the  act  of  March. 
1811. 

Orders,  which  are  to  be  executed  in  the  Fall, 
are  usually  given  by  the  first  January  preced- 
ing, but  the  merchant  frequently  revises  his  or- 
ders.in  the  Spring* 

Some  of  the  goods  lately  imported  have  been 
purchased  at  a  low  rate„  but  a  great  part  of  them 
has  not ;  as  many  of  them  have  been  long  laid 
in,  the  purchases  have  been  made  at  lower  than 
former  prices. 

The  importers  of  British  manufactures  in  New 
York,  are  a  separate  class  of  men  from  the  ship- 
pers of  American  produce ;  they  had  no  interest 
in  the  shipments  to  the  Peninsula ;  there  is  scarce 
an  exception  within  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mittee, except  Mr.  Coster,  one  of  themselves, 
whose  trade  was  not  to  the  Peninsula,  but  to  the 
North  of  Europe ;  not  one-half  of  the  Aiperican 
property  in  England,  has  been  brouflfht  home ; 
there  were  but  twenty  days  in  which  to  make 
shipments ;  23d  June,  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
revoked.  On  the  13th  July,  news  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war  reached  Liverpool,  and  it  is  believed 
no  licenses  were  granted  afterwards.  The  late 
importations  are  not  equal  to  one-half  of  the 
usual  supply,  perhaps  not  one-third. 

There  has  been  an  advantage  obtained  by  the 
shippers  to  the  Peninsula,  by  the  depreciation  of 
exchange  in  England ;  when  they  took  bilis^  they 
were  obliged  to  take  bills.  The  exportation  of 
specie  was  not  generally  permitted,  and  where 
not  specially  permitted,  the  attempt  to  export,  if 
disoovei/ed,  was  coupled  with  forfeiture. 

The  course  of  trade  practised  by  importers  of 
British  manufactures,  as  to  payments,  has  been 
changed ;  formerly,  the  shipments  were  made  on 
credit;  the  purchases  are  made  with  cash;  the 
merchant  who  wants  goods,  and  has  not  monejr, 
obtains  his  credit  here,  instead  of  obtaining  it  in 
England,  as  formerly ;  this  country  is,  and  has 
been  for  some  time,  the  creditor  of  England;  ^hose 
who  have  imported  on  credit,  for  some  time  past, 
have  been  ruined.  It  is  believed  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  goods,  the  orders  for  which  were  exe- 
cuted in  the  Fall  of  1810,  was  paid  at  the  time 
of  purchase.  There  are,  it  is  believed,  cases  in 
which  the  goods  have  been  shipped  to  order,  and 
were  deliverable  on  contingencies  to  the  American 
merchant,  bqt  they  are  probablv'  few  in  number, 
because  it  cannot  be  presumed  that,  in  the  hos- 
tile attitude  which  the  countries  have  presented. 
many  men  would  be  found  who  were  disposed 
to  place  their  property  in  a  situation  so  precarious. 
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Mr.  Russell  stated,  that,  after  the  reroeation 
of  the  Orders  io  Couneil,  many  of  the  American 
BierehaDts  did  apply  to  him  to  obiatn  bis  opinion, 
whether  they  could  ship  British  manufactures  to 
the  United  States  with  safety  or  not?  That, 
before  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  upon  consid- 
ering^ the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case,  ex- 
amining the  words  of  the  law.  and  perceivingf 
that  its  operation  depended  solely  on  the  reYoca- 
tioQ  of  the  Orders  in  Council— considering  the 
eyident  bearing  of  the  examinations  fn  Parlia* 
ment,  and  the  ground  on  which  the  opposition 
contended  for  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  which 
was  not  so  much  an  act  of  justice  to  the  United 
States  as  the  advantage  that  was  promised  to 
their  own  manufacturers,  he  thought  it  bis  duty 
to  countenance  the  idea  that  shipments  made 
after  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  would  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  United  States ;  that  this  ground 
was  taken  by  the  advocates  of  a  revocation  of 
the  orders,  who  declared  that  they  would  advise 
their  friends  to  ship,  a«  they  believed  shipments, 
in  the  event  of  a  revocation,  might  be  made  with 
safety,  and  that  he  thought  good  policy  required 
him  to  countenance  the  idea,  in  order  to  co-oper- 
aie  as  far  as  possible,  with  tne  advocates  of  the 
revocation  of  the  orders. 

That,  after  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  he 
continued  to  declare,  and  did  declare,  to  the  mer- 
chants who  applied  to  him,  as  his  opinion,  that 
they  might  make  shipments  with  saifetv.  This 
opinion  applied  only  to  the  cases  where  shipments 
were  made  before  war..  After  a  knowledge  of 
the  war  had  reached  England,  he  declared  dis- 
tinctlv  to  the  merchants,  that  the  ground  of  a 

erobable  annulment  of  the  non-importation  act, 
y  tbe  Gorernment  of  the  United  States,  had 
ceased. 

Mr.  Russell  stated,  however,  that,  after  the 
knowledge  of  the  declaration  of  war  had  reached 
England,  he  did  still  advise  the  American  mer- 
chants to  ship,  because,  if  the  property  remained 
in  England  during  the  war,  it  would  be  ruinous 
to  the  holders.  Many  persons,  aAer  tbe  revoca- 
tion of  the  orders,  and  before  the  news  of  war 
arrived,  had  made  purchases.  He  would  not  be 
understood  to  say  that  he  advised  the  merchants 
that,  in  case  the  law  should  not  be  repealed,  they 
would  be  permitted  to  enjoy  tbe  advantages  of  a 
monopoly,  and  the  consequent  ordinary  profits, 
but  merely  that  the  property  would  not  be  confis- 
cated. This,  however,  he  said,  was  not  at  all  a 
subject  of  conversation.  His  opinion  that  ship- 
ments might  be  made  with  safety,  was  founded 
as  well  on  a  presumption  that  the  law  would  be 
annulled,  as  that  the  shippers  would,  in  any  event 
be  placed,  as  nearly  as  possible,  on  the  footing  on 
which  they  would  have  stood  had  the  law  been 
annulled.  That,  if  the  law  ahould  not  be  annul- 
led, the  special  circumstances  under  which  the 
shipments  were  made  would  entitle  them  to  an 
exemption  from  its  penalties.  He  believed  that, 
before  the  revocation  of  the  orders,  and  after  the 
interdiction,  purchases  were  made  under  an  ex* 
pectation  of  a  revocation,  and  these -were  made 
at  reduced  prides.    The  if^pressioa  was  not  very 


materiid.  AAer  the  revoeation  there  was  a  rise, 
but  they  remained,  throughout,  lower  than  in  com- 
mon times,  when  the  trade  was  assuredly  fret. 
He  did  not,  however,  pretend  to  be  very  eoarer- 
sant  in  these  matters. 

Some  of  the  goods  were  purchased  before  the 
2d  February,  1811 ;  but,  he  would  suppose  they 
formed  a  very  small  portion  of  the  importaliooa. 
In  the  period  intervening  between  that  date  and 
the  revocation  of  the  orders,  there  had  been  mors 
considerable  investments,  but  he  betiered  tlie 
^atest  portion  were  purehaaed  after  the  reroca- 
tion.  There  was  then  great  activity  in  iarest- 
ments,  but  he  thinks  it  probable  they  were  po^ 
chased  with  funds  which  had  been  remainipf 
there  for  the  purpose,  and  which  were  appropria* 
ted  agreeably  to  orders  which  bad  been  previous- 
ly  given,  to  be  executed  in  tbe  event  of  the  revo- 
cation of  the  Orders  in  Gooncil. 

The  knowledge  of  tbe  declaration  of  war 
reached  England  about  the  25th  or  26th  of  Jaly. 
Official  information  wa^  not  so  soon  received,  aiid 
therefore  tbe  embargo  whieh  was  laid  by  tbe  Brit- 
ish Gbvernroent  was  not  imposed  till  the  SOth 
July.  The  order,  subsequently  issued,  permitiiag 
the  departure  of  licensed  vessels,  but  limiting 
their  departure  to  the  15th  of  ""-— ,  was  extended 
in  some  special  caeca,  but  not  generally* 


TAe  folkming  ajfitUmU  and  ktten  art  uleeUdfrm 
.  a  number  reported  bv  the  Committee  at  pari  nf 
their  report;  thoee  tvnieh  are  not  printed  are  of  a 
Uke  tenor. 

United  Statss  of  Amsbica,   \  ^^ 
CUy  of  New  York,  J**" 

By  this  public  instrument,  be  it  known  to  all 
whom  this  doth  or  may  concern,  that  I,  JoJia  T. 
Irving,  a  public  notary  in  and  ^or  the  State  of  New 
York,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the 
said  @tate,  duly  comnussioned  and  swom.  tad  in 
and  by  the  said  letters  patent  invested  "  with  fall 
power  and  authority  to  atteat  deeds,  wills,  te*^* 
ments,  codieik,  agreements,  and  other  instramenti 
in  writing,  and  to  administer  any  oath  or  oaths, 
to  any  person  or  persons^''  do.  hereby  certify,  that, 
personally  appeared  before  me,  Charles  Otbora^ 
Gornelitts  Hever,  H.  Van  Wagenin,  John  Stool- 
enburgb,  William  Irving,  Nathaniel  Richards, 
John  Dodgsott,  John  Mowatt,  jr.,  Eliphalet  Wil- 
liams, Robert  C.  Cornell,  John  B.  Dash,  Benja- 
min W.  Dwight,  John  R.  Willis,  Isaac  Carow, 
Joseph  Cornell,  William  W.  Mott,  James  Jenkins, 
Francis  B.  Winthrop,  jr.,  Moses  Judah,  Garret 
B.  Abeel,  Edward  Lyde,  George  Newbold,  Sea- 
bury  Tredwell,  Leonard  Kip,  James  J.  Roosevelt, 
Charles  Smith,  jr.,  Robert  Lee,  Ebeocxer  Irf  iog, 
James  S.  Bailey,  Joseph  Curtis,  and  Henry  Kinff. 
all  merchants,  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  and  wall 
known  to  me,  who<  severally  subscribed  their 
names  to  the  within  deposition,  and,  being  by  me 
severally  sworn  and  affiraied,  respectively  deposed 
and  affirmed  to  the  truth  of  its  contents. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  bars 
subscribed  these  presents,  and  I  have  hereonw 
affixed  my  seal  of  offi<ee,  the  aixteeiith  day  of  Ho- 
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Tember,  in  the  year  one  thonnnd  eight  hundred 
and  twelre,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  the  thirty-seventh. 

JOHN  T.  IRVING,  Notary  Public 


State  of  New  York,  >  ^ 

City  of  New  York,      $  *•• 
^  The  suhscribers,  importers  of  hardware,  in  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  merchants 
there  resident,  being  severally  duly  sworn  and 
affirmed,  severally  say : 

That  they  have  severally  received  importations 
of  British  manufactures,  in  their  line,  since  the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council  by  Great 
Britain ;  that,  of  these  importations,  they  believe 
DOC  more  than  one-third  have  been  aold ;  that 
sales  by  the  package,  or  wholesale,  have  been 
made  at  an  average  advance  of  about  ninety 
per  centum  on  the  invoice;  that  the  average 
charges  of  inland  carriage,  export  duty,  ship- 
ping commissions,  insurance,  freight,  duties  of 
import,  dkc.,  amtiUnt  to  sixty-iSve  per  centom,  of 
course  not  leaving  a  profit  on  their  investments 
of  jBore  than  sixteen  per  cent.,  or  of  twenty-five 
per  cent. on  the  invoice  cost,  exclosive  of  any  ac- 
cidental benefit  arising  from  exchange  ;  that  this 
benefit  has  been  much  less  than  would  appear, 
by  reason  of  many  of  the  importers  having  remit- 
ted their  funds,  twelve,  eighteen,  and  even  twenty- 
four  months  ago,  at  which  period  exchange  was 
not  more  than  from  six  to  ten  percent,  under  par; 
and  against  whatever  gain  may  have  been  so 
made  the  loss  of  interest,  with  the  expense  of 
storage,  insurance  from  fire,  d:^.,  in  England, 
may  be  considered  as  nearly  a  counterbaTance* 
And  these  deponents  and  affirmants  severally 
further  say,  that  the  said  sales  that  have  been 
effected  by  the  package  have  been  of  the  articles 
most  in  demand,  and  therefore  most  profitable ; 
that  the  residue  consists  of  many  articles  less 
saleable,  and  some  6f  which,  owing  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  manufactures  of  this  country,  have 
been  supplanted,  and  must  be  sold  at  little  or  no 
profit,  such  as  nails,  spades  and  shovels^  planes, 
hollow  ware,  whip  thon^,  webbings,  miU  aaws, 
brushes  of  most  descriptions,  dbc. 

Charles  Osborne,  James  Jenkins, 

Cornelius  Heyer,  F.B.Winthrop,jr., 

H.  Van  Wageoin,  Moses  Judah, 

John  Stoutenburg,  Garret  B.  Abeel, 

William  Irving,  Edward  Lyde, 

Nathan'i  Richards,  George  Newbold. 

John  Dodgson,^  Sea  bury  Tredwell, 

John  Mowatt,  jr.  Leonard  Kipp, 

£.  Williams,  J.  J.  Roosevelt, 

Robert  C.  Cornell,  Charles  Smith,  jr., 

John  B.  Dash,  Robert  Lee, 

Beoj.  W.  Dwight,  Ebenezer  Irving, 

John  R.  Willis,  James  S.  Bailey, 

Isaac  Carow,  Joseph  Curtis, 

Joseph  Cornell,  Henry  King< 
Wm.  W.  Molt, 

1)  David  Dunham,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
anctioneer,  do  hereby  certify  and  declare,  that  I 
«m  in  daily  pnetiee  of  vending^  at  poblic  sale, 


goods  of  the  late  importations  from  Great  Brit* 
ain,  dbc. ;  that  mv  sales  embrace  almost  a  gen- 
eral assortment  or  British  manufactures,  and  that, 
for  the  present  week  alone,  I  have  sold  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  forty  thousand  dollars ;  that, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  the  said  goods  have 
not  brought  above  seventy  to  eighty  percent, 
upon  the  original  costs ;  that  the  few  instances 
where  they  have  brought  above  that  advance,  it 
has  more  frequently  occurred  that  they  have  not 
brought  cost  and  charges,  and,  in  some  instances, 
that  there  has  been  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent, 
loss  on  goods.    And  I  do  further  certify  and  de- 
cUre,  that,  in  the  importations  of  goods,  in  whiob 
I  have  been  interested,  I  have  found  a  number  of 
packages  that  it  has  been  with  difficulty  that 
more  than  cost  and  charges  have  been  obtained ; 
and  that  I  have  now  on  hand  an  entire  importa- 
tion, that  (owing  to  the  long  detention  ot  said 
goods  at  New  London,  at  which  port  they  have 
been  wrongfully  detained)  I  am  willing  to  sell 
for  cost  and  charges;  and  further,  that,  when  the 
whole  of  the  goods  now  under  detention,  shall  be 
brought  into  market,  that  the  prospect  is,  that 
tjiey  will  be  considerably  lower.    And  I  do  fur- 
ther declare^hat  I  have  been  interested  (under 
the  firm  of  Dunham  and  Randolph)  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  a  very  large  amount  of  British  manufao* 
tnred  goods,  associated  with  three  or  four  other 
houses,  say  upwards  of  half  a  million  of  dollars^ 
and  a  great  proportion  of  which  have  been  pur- 
chased at  a  bare  mercantile  profit,  after  deauct- 
ing  all  the  contingent  expenses  attending  the 
same;  and  lastly,  that,  in  speakiac  of  the  cost 
and  charges  of  all  goods,  the  several  penal  bonds 
to  the  United  Stales  are  never  taken  into  calcu- 
lation as  composing  any  part  thereof.    To  ail 
these  facts  I  subscribe,  and  stand  ready  to  testify 
witn  my  corporeal  oath,  if  necessary. 

DAVID  DUNHAM. 

I,  Matthias  B.  Edgar,  a  partner  in  trade  with 
Mr.  Dunham,  the  annexed  named  J.  Valentine 
Van  De  Water,  and  I,  Edward  D.  Burke,  clerks 
in  the  employ  of  the  said  David  Dunham,  are 
privy  to  the  facts  set  forth  in  his  certificate,  so 
far  as  relates  to  his  auction  sales,  and  the  goods 
imported  by  him,  and  of  those  now  on  hand ;  of 
the  facts  relating  to  the  goods  in  which  he  has 
had  an  interest,  with  J.  F.  Randolph,  under  the 
firm  of  Dunham  and  Randolph,  we  believe  to  be 
true. 

MATTHIAS  B.  EDGAR. 

VAL.  VAN  DE  WATER. 

EDWD.  D.  BURKE. 

New  York  November  16, 1812. 

The  subscribers,  commission  merchants,  and 
auctioneers,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  do  certifj^i 
that  they  hare  sold,  both  at  private  and  at  pubtm 
sale,  large  quantities  of  British  manufactured 
goods,  which  have  been  imported  here  in  vessela 
which  left  Great  Britain  subsequently  to  the  Or- 
der in  Council  of  the  33d  of  June  last ;  that,  in 
almost  all  instances,  they  had  the  original  in- 
voices of  the  said  goods,  and  that  they  are  of 
opinion,  froaa  vaiiouseafetilatums  they  have  macte| 
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the  ntit)  goods  have,  upon  an  areratfe,  afforded  a 
profit  to  the  importers,  beyond  tne  cost  and 
charges,  of  about,  but  not  exceeding,  twenty  per 
cent.  They  further  certify,  that  they  have  sold 
several  separate  invoices  of  goods,  which  did  not 
produce  as  much  as  the  cost  and  charges. 

BOGGS,  LIVINGSTON,  db  Co. 

Nbw  York,  m. 

On  this  16th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  before  me, 
B.  Livingston,  an  associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  personally  appeared 
James  Boggs,  one  of  the  mercantile  firm  or  Bo^gs, 
Livingston,  dt  Co.,  of  the  said  city,  who,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  facts 
stated  in  the  foregoing  certificate  are,  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  substantially  true. 

JAMES  BOGGB. 
Sworn  the  16th  November,  1812,  before  me. 

B.  LIVINGSTON. 

Jabez  Harrison,  of  the  citv  of  New  York,  mer- 
chant maketh  oatn  that  he  nas  imported,  during 
the  present  fall,  since  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  packages 
of  dry  goods,  consisting  of  what  is  usually  termed 
a  general  assortment ;  that,  from  those  goods,  he 
has  sold  several  packages  at  less  than  cost  and 
charges  j  that  he  has  now  on  hand  about  twentv 
packages,  for  which,  on  an  average,  he  is  not  or* 
fered  more  than  the  costs  and  charges ;  that  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  packages  of  the  foregoing 
have  been  sold  at  an  advance  varying  from  sixty 
to  eijfhty-two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  and  not  ex- 
eeeding  the  latter. 

J.  HARRISON. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  17th  November,  1812. 
WM.  BLEBCKER,  Notary  Public. 

Uniteo  States  of  America,  )  ^ 
CUy  of  New  York,  $  **' 

By  this  public  instrument,  be  it  known,  to  all 
to  whom  the  same  doth  or  may  concern,  that  I, 
John  T.  Irving,  a  public  notary  in  and  for  tbe 
State  of  New  York^  by  letters  patent  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  said  State,  duly  commissioned 
and  sworn,  and  in  and  by  tHe  ^id  letters  patent 
invested  "  with  full  power  and  authority  to  at- 
test deeds,  wills,  testaments,  codicils,  agreements, 
and  oiber  instruments  of  writing,  and  to  admin- 
ister any  oath  or  oaths,  to  any  person  or  persons," 
do  hereby  certify^  that,  personally  appeared  be- 
fore me,  Daniel  Hawznurst,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  merchant,  known  to  me,  who,  in  my  pres- 
ence, subscribed  his  name  to  the  within  deposi- 
tion, and,  being  by  me  duly  affirmed,  deposed  to 
the  truth  of  its  contents. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  the  said  notary,  have 
hereunto  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  the  sixteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  Slates  of  America  the  thirty-seventh. 

J.  T.  IRVING,  Notary  Public. 

United  States  op  America,  }  .. 
.     DiBtrict  oj  New  York,        J  "* 

Daniel  Hawxhurst^  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
BMrchanty  being  duly  affirmed,  saithi  that  he  ia 


well  acqitainted  with  the  value  of  hardware;  tbt, 
within  forty  days  past,  he  has  purchased  the  best 
and  scarcest  articles,  and  those  which  yield  ai 
much  profit  as  any  others,  at  twenty-five  per  ceDt. 
advance  on  the  net  amount  of  the  invoice,  at  a 
credit  of  four  months,  and  the  discounts  allowed 
in  England  were  allowed  to  him;  and  that  be 
knows  the  charges  which  have  to  be  paid  oat  of 
this  advance  of  seventy-five  per  cent.,  in  export 
duty,  shippipg  expenses,  insurance,  commissioas, 
freight,  duties  on  imports,  dbc.,  amount  to  from 
sixtjr  to  seventy  per  cent.,  and  that  the  importer 
receives  no  more  than  a  fair  mercantile  profit  on 
the  articles  of  this  kind. 

DANIEL  HAWXHURST. 

Affirmed  to,  this  16th  of  November,  1812,  be* 
fore  me, 

JNO.  T.  IRVING,  Notary  PMk. 

Unite n  States  of  America,  }  „ 
District  of  New  York,         J  *•' 

Leouard  Kipp,  of  tbe  city  of  New  York,  mer- 
chant, being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith.  that 
he  is  well  ac<|uainted  with  the  value  of  oard- 
ware ;  that,  within  ten  days  last  past,  he  has  pur- 
chased the  best  and  scarcest  articles,  and  those 
which  yield  the  largest  profit,  at  ninety  per  cent, 
advance,  on  six  months  credit ;  and  that  he  koows 
the  chaves  which  have  to  be  paid  out  of  this  ad- 
vance ofninety  per  cent.,  vis :  export  dntjr,  ship- 
ping commissions,  insurance,  freights,  duties  of 
import,  dbc.,  amount  to  from  sixty  to  seventy  pet 
cent.,  and  that  the  importer  receives  no  more  than 
a  fair  mercantile  profit  for  articles  of  this  kind. 
And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  has  now 
on  hand  a  large  quantity  of  nails,  spades,  and 
shovels,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  high  duties 
and  extra  charges,  he  is  willing  to  sell  for  the 
first  cost,  together  with  the  double  duties  and  is- 
voice  expenses,  dbc,  to  which  the  same  are  sub- 
ject. LEONARD  KIPP. 

Sworn  the  14th  November,  1812,  before 

B.  LIVINGSTON. 

Uriteo  States  op  America,  f  .. 
District  of  New  York,  $  **• 
Asa  Hoy  t,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  merchaat, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  be  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  value  of  hardware; 
that,  within  forty  days  last  past,  he  has  parchaaed 
the  best  and  scarcest  articles,  and  those  which 
yield  the  greatest  profits,  at  ninety  per  cent,  cash, 
and  one  hundred  per  cent,  at  four  and  six  moaths 
credit,  by  tbe  pacKage,aDd  he  knows  the  charges 
which  have  to  be  paid  out  of  this  advance  of 
ninety  to  one  hundred  per  cent.,  viz :  exnortdatf. 
shipping  commissions,  insurance,  freight,  daties 
of  import,  dbc,  amount  to  from  sixty  to  sefentjr 
per  cent.,  and,  after  taking  from  the  list  of  impor- 
tations, low-priced  cutlery,  butt-hinges,  and  a 
few  other  lieht  articles,  the  residue  willnot, under 
the  double  duties,  bear  a  future  importation,  ex- 
cepting in  quite  limited  quantities,  particularly 
brass,  hollow  ware,  shovels,  dbc.,  which  now  form 
a  considerable  part  of  the  importations,  and  do 
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noc,  exeeptiog  at  retail,  pay  any  profit,  and  that 
the  importer  receives  no  more  than  a  fair  mer- 
cantile profit  on  the  whole. 

ASA  HOYT. 

Sworn  this  10th  day  of  Norember,  1812,  be- 
fore me,  C.  BOSTWICK, 

Notary  Public,  New  York, 


New  York,  November  14, 1812. 

Deab  Sir  :  Some  of  my  friends  and  neighbors 
feel  a  srreat  interest  on  a  subject  now  before  Con- 
gress, in  which,  having  personally  but  little  inter- 
est, my  views  of  the  subject  may  perhaps  be  use- 
fu\  to  you,  when  your  attention  shall  be  drawn 
to  its  consideration ;  at  any  rate,  I  presume  on 
yoor  friendship  to  receive  with  candor  the  ideas 
I  shmll  communicate. 

MaQT  of  our  importers  of  British'  goods  are 
voder  immense  responsibilities  to  the  Qovern- 
ment,  for  themselves  and  their  friends ;  the  course 
of  my  business  would,  at  almost  any  other  season, 
have  placed  me  trader  similar  eireuo9stances ;  but 
sot  expecting,  myself,  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.  I  had  withdrawn  my  brother  from  Eng- 
land last  year,  and  having  no  other  there  to  act 
for  tis,  we  have  not  imported  a  cent  on  oar  ac- 
count this  season,  although  we  have  pretty  large 
funds  there,  arising  from  shipments  made  a  long 
time  since.  We  have  only  bonded  for  three  tbou- 
aand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  amount  of 
a  small  shipment  made  to  us  by  an  American 
eitixen,  in  which  we  hare  no  interest. 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  Qoyernment  wish 
to  act  with  perfect  fairness  in  relation  to  these 
bonds,  iind  that  the  merchants  hav^only  to  make 
out  their  case,  as  entitled  to  relief,  to  receive  the 
full  measure  of  it. 

That  those  American  merchants  who  happened 
to  be  in  England,  or  had  partners  or  agents  there, 
on  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council^  should 
Tenture  to  make  shipments.  I  presume  can  sur- 
prise no  one,  who  has  attenaed  to  the  correspond- 
ence which  has  passed  between  the  twoQovern- 
ments ;  at  least,  i  am  ready  to  say  that,  not  know- 
ing or  expecting  war,  I  should  certainly  have  done 
so  freely,  had  I  been  there.  The  only  objection 
of  any  weight,  to  cancelling  the  bonds,  that  I 
have  heard,  is  the  large  profits  the  merchants  have 
realized  ;  it  is  true,  that  some  of  those  who  were 
fortunate  enough  to  have  their  vessels  arrive  early 
in  the  season,  without  the  interruption  of  pri- 
vate or  public  cruisers,  and  who  sold  ofi*  their 
goods  immediately,  have  secured  unusually  large 
profits  on  some  descriptions  of  goods,  say  low- 
priced  woollens,  dtc.  These  prices  hare  been 
obtained  in  consequence  of  the  previous  scarcity, 
and  a  belief  that,  in  consequence  of  the  war,  fur- 
ther supplies  were  precarious,  and  not  from  any 
idea  of  indemnity- against  the  risk  of  the  penal 
bonds  to  Gbvernmeot.  In  all  our  large  cities, 
there  are  a  class  of  dealers  who  buy  by  the  pack- 
age from  the  importers,  and  sell  by  the  piece  to 
the  country  traders;  this  class  of  people  have 
probably  felt  rather  unfriendly  to  the  impprters, 
to  whom  they  gave  any  extra  profit,  and  many 


of  them  have  represented  the  importers'  profits  as 
extravagant,  in  order  to  cover  (heir  own  extor- 
tions on  the  country^  merchants.   If,  however,  for 
this  sinffle  season^  the  importers'  profits  should  be 
unusuafiy  large,  is  it  anything  more  than  the  fair 
chance  of  trade,  or  an  indemnity  against  the  losses 
of  former  periods,  arising  out  of  the  course  of 
measures  pursued  b^  the  Qo vernment  for  the 
general  good,  but  which  have  borne  with  great 
severity  on  the  importing  dry  good  and  hardware 
merchanu  ?    I  do  assure  you  that,  although  I 
hare  conducted  my  business  with  my  usual  in- 
dustry and  judgment,  that,  for  the  last  three 
years,  I  have  not  made  my  current  expenses ;  and 
this  I  know  to  be  the  case  with  OMiny  others ; 
therefore,  although  I  do  not  share  with  them  the 
handsome  profits  of  this  season,  I  feel  that  they 
are  entitled  to  it,  and  do  not  envy  them.    Thus 
far,  I  have  only  viewed  the  bright  side  of  the 
subject;  there  is,  however,  probablv,«  majority 
of  those  who  have  ^iven  bonds,  who  will  only 
make  a  fair  mercantile  profit,  in  consequence  oif 
tlie  expenses  on,  and  delay  in.  the  receipt  of  their 
goods,  arising  from  detention  by  the  cruisers,  who 
have,  in  many  instances^  aent  in  the  merchant 
ships  to  distant  ports  from  where  they  were  bound, 
and  thus  obliged  the  consigners  of  the  goods  to 
incur  heavy  expenses  in  procuring  the  release. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  de&y  in  getting 
possession  of  the  property,  has,  in  most  instances, 
deprived  the  merchant  of  the  jpreater  part  of  his 
expected  profit ;  and,  it  is  within  my  own  knowl-, 
edge,  that  now,  when  goods  have  fallen  in  price, 
so  as  to  afibrd,  in  most  instances,  little  more  than 
the  usual  soiall  profits,  and,  in  some  instances,  no 
profit,  many  of  the  importers  are  but  just  getting 
possession  of  a  great  portion  of  their  goods,  and 
many  are  not  yet  released.    We  (lave,  ourselves, 
a  ship  in  the  freighting  business,  which  was  pro- 
ceeding from  Scotland  to  this  port,  with  a  valu- 
able cargo  of  dry  ^oods,  on  account  of  various 
merchants  in  this  city;  she  was  eaptnred  in  An- 
ffust  kst  by  a  privateer,  and  carried  into  Bristol, 
Rhode  Island.    The  ship  is  released  on  bond,  bnt 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  carffo  is  this  day  in  store 
in  Bristol,  under  charge  of  tne  marshal  or  collect- 
or—4he  privateer  (the  Yankee)  refusing  to  con- 
sent to  their  release  on  bond.   Are  not  these  cases 
of  hardship  7    I  am,  with  much  respect,  dbc 

JAS.  heard: 

Lnwia  CoNOiCTy  Esq. 


Baltimore,  Nov,  17, 1812. 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  death 
of  our  mutual  and  respectable  friend,  Mr  David 
Armour  of  this  city,  as  bis  particular  friend,  and 
administrator  of  bis  estate,  the  duty  has  devolved 
upon  me  of  stating  particularly  the  transaction  as 
it  occurred,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  goods  lately  imported  by  Armour  and  Jen- 
lEins  arrived.  This  subject,  I  observe,  being  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  the  Hotue  of  Represent 
atives,  to  make  report  on,  imposes  an  obligation 
on  me  stating  such  iacts  and  circumstances,  re- 
lating to  this  DuainesB,  as  I  conceive  may  be  naa- 
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fill.    This  I  should  have  done  it  ao  earlier  period, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  want  of  the  doeuments 
from  Norfolk,  which  came  to  hand  the  oight  be- 
fore last  only.    Foir  many  years  past,  as  will  no 
doubt  appear,  by  referring  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, Armour  4b  Jeoains.  (saddlers  a(  this 
city,)  were  in  the  practice  or  importing^,  every 
Bprin^  and  Fall,  a  small  quantity  of  raddlery. 
Pursuinjif  their  cnstomary  plan,  on  the  90th  of 
June,  1810,  they  ordered  the  goods,  which  hare 
lately  arrived,  the  subject  which  is  now  before 
the  committee.    Shortly  after  this  period,  M#. 
D.  Armour  was  taken  sick,  aud  died  on  the  llth 
of  November  following,  leaving  a  widow  and  six 
children.    During  the^time  between  the  30th  of 
June,  1810,  and  his  death,  part  of  the  money  for 
those  goods  was  paid ;  the  balance,  Mr.  Jenicins, 
the  surviving  partner,  paid,  by  great  exertions,  in 
the  latter  end  of  March,  1811,  having  obtained 
the  money«  in  part,  from  the  Union  Bank  of 
Maryland,  on  loan,  to  effect  this  object    The  in- 
dttcements  to  those  exertions  were,  that  Messrs. 
William  Walker  db  Co.j  of  Philadelphia,  who 
were  the  agenu  of  the  Messrs.  Walkers  in  Eng- 
laod,  of  whom  the  goods  were  ordered,  gave  him 
a  discount  of  7(  per  cent,  for  prompt  payment. 
You  will  please  to  observe,  that,  when  thiamoaey 
was  paid,  the  goods  were  expected  in  a  very 
abort  time ;  this  opinion  was  induced  by  the  let- 
ter of  William  Walker  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
dAted  13th  March,  18U,  an  extract  from  which  is 
herewith  enclosed.    The  circular  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department^  it  is  presumed,  which  reached 
England  in  the  rnterim,  stopped  their  shipment, 
as,  by  that  instrument,  no  goods  were  allowed  to 
be  landed  in  this  country,  which  should  arrive 
after  the  2d  of  February ;  although  it  so  turned 
out,  that,  had  they  been  shipped,  by  a  subsequent 
law  of  Congress  they  would  have  been  legally 
imported,  as  the  law  admitted  all  goods  that 
should  leave  England  before  the  dd  of  February. 
In  the  midst  of  those  difficulties,  and  believing, 
from  the  declaration  of  our  Government,  that  the 
«on^im porta tion  act  would  be  repealed,  as  soon 
«8  the  British  (Government  should  revoke  their 
Orders  in  Council.  Mr.  Jenkins,  the  surviving 
partner,  with,  I  belieye,  almost  eveky  other  im- 
porter, ordered  the  goods  shipped  as  soon  as  the 
Orders  in  Council  should  be  remored.     This 
erent -having  taken  place,  and  the  shippers  in 
England  not  knowing  of  war  being  declared  by 
this  Government,  shipped  them  under  the  former 
orders  they  had  received.   I  should  have  mention- 
ed that  the  goods  sold,  as  heretofore  mentioned, 
by  order  of  the  Orphan's  Court,  were  sold  on  a 
epedit  of  six  months,  which  time,  added  to  that 
already  elapsed  since  the  money  was  paid,  makes 
twenty-five  months'  interest  due,  or  ISA  per  cent.; 
from  which,  deduct  the  7^  per  cent,  allowed  for 
prompt  payment,  and  5  per  cent,  stands,  of  course, 
a  proper  item  in  the  price  of  the  goods,  which 
would,  on  the  money  paid  in  England,  amount  to 
about  $780.    From  the  foregoing,  which  is  found- 
ed, not  upon  speculative  suppositions,  but  upon 
facts,  absolute  in  themselves,  the  documents  of 
which  can  be  exhibited,  if  neeessary,  it  would 


foflow,  that,  if  the  Government  exacted  the  beads 
taken,  ArmoUr  db  Jenkins  would  lose  $10,93503) ; 
this  results  from  the  following  faets: 

The  amount  of  penal  bond,  per  Tom  Hazard,  ia 
Norfolk,  is        -        -       -       -     $12,807  M 

The  amount  of  penal  bond,  per  brig 
Ann,  in  Baltimore  *       •       -       -     640  33 

$13,448  21 

From  this  sum,  deduct  the  net  profits 
made,  as  per  statement  No.  3  -       -  3,513 17| 

Absolute  loss  of  Armour  iSt  Jenkins    $10,935  03) 


I  aa  aware  tbat  sonketfain^  may  be  said  about 
the  rate  of  exchange ;  on  this  head,  I  shall  adopt 
the  language  of  Mr.  Russell  on  a  late  occaiaoa. 
I  have  nothing  to  disprim.  The  advantage  of 
bills,  upon  the  whole  of  this  transaetioo,  has  beta 
about  14  per  cent. ;  but  have  n^e  oof,  wUkoiU  oay 
fm$U  of  aur$,  been  subjected  to  great  traoUe, 
anxiety,  and  alarm?  Yes,  more  than  aay  maa 
in  his  senses  would  be  willing  to  undergo  for 
such  an  advantage. 

Having,  as  I  conceive,  made  a  fair  and  honat 
statement  of  this  business,  I  would  ask,  what  will 
Gbvernment  be  likely  to  do?  In  comina  to  this 
determination,  4kere  will  be  but  otie  object  in 
view — this  object  is  justice.  Yon  know  me  too 
well  to  suppose  I  would  not  be  among  the  verf 
first  to  step  forward  to  punish  any  violattoa  of 
the  laws  ot  our  own  Government ;  but  it  is  soreljr 
a  sound  maxim  to  say,  that,  where  there  was  do 
intention  to  tmnsgress,  there  can  be  no  frime; 
aud  where  there  has  been  no  crime,  I  aoi  quite 
surcj  an  honest  Government  like  ours  will  aerer 
punish.  You  may  ask  how  a  dbcriminattoQ  can 
be  made.  To  this  I  would  say,  tbat,  if  the  col- 
lected witdoffl  of  the  United  States  eaopot  de- 
vise means  to  punish  the  guilty,  withoat  involv- 
ing the  innocent,  let  the  whole  escape.  Adopt 
the  common  deelacation  of  law— 4t  is  better  for 
ninety^nine  guilty  persons  to  escape,  ibao  to  paa- 
ish  one  innoceolly.  Having  been  thus  leugtbfi 
I  shall  eonciode  by  giving  you  permissioa  to  mate 
what  use  vou  please  of  this  letter,  and  the  aceom- 
paoying  documanta.  1  remain,  yours,  verf  re- 
apectAOiy.  JOHN  HlLLfiN. 

Adfn^r  tataUof  i>,  Artum* 

Albxamdcr  McKim,  Bsq. 


Eatraet  of  a  letter  fnm  WilUsm  Walker  dt  Co^dstsd 
Philadelphiat  13th  Marc^  1811,  to  Msssn.  Anaov 
and  Jenkins. 

"  0»iTi.BMaN :  We  have  yours  of  the  llth;  tbe 
last  accounts  we  have  from  our  friends  in  Bog- 
land,  are  of  the  22d  December,  at  which  time 
they  intended  shipping  all  they  could  get  on  boara 
by  3d  February.  They  mention  partiettlarlyj 
that  the  Baltimore  orders,  having  been  receirw 
early,  were  in  a  great  state  of  forwardness,  tad 
would  be  ready  for  the  first  vessels.  Wc  hsTCi 
therefore,  no  doubt,  but  the  greatest  part  of  foac 
goods  will  be  in  the  Diana." 
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SINKING  F9NI>. 

[Oommaniocted  to  the  Ssnate,  Fetaniftfy  ^  19^*1 
Washiiioton,  Fikruary  6, 1813. 
The  Comroissioners  of  the  Sinktiifr  Fuad  re- 
■pectfuily  report  to  Congress  as  follows : 

That  the  measares  which  hare  been  aathorized 
by  the  Board  subseqaeht  to  their  iast  report,  of 
the  5ih  Febroary,  1812,  so  far  as  the  same  haye 
been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  to  this  Board, 
dated  the  5th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the 
statements  therem  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  reccired  as  part  of 
this  report. 

W.  H.  CRAWFORD,  Prea.  Sen.,  p.  tem, 
J.  MARSHALL,  Chief  Justice,  U.  8tate9. 
JAMBS  MONROB,  Secretary ^State. 
ALBERT  GALLATIN,  fifec'y  Treou^y. 

TrbaAifry  Dbpartmciit,  Feb.  5, 1818. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund: 
That  the  balanee  df  moneya  adranced  on  accoant  of 
the  public  debt,  remaining  anexpende4  el  the  dose 
of  the  year  1810,  and  apnlicable  to  payments  falling 
dne  after  that  year ;  which  balance,  as  appears  by 
the  statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  animal  report, 


amounted  to 

Together  with  the  sums  disbuzsed  from 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1811, 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  inter- 
est of  the  public  debt;  which  sums,  as 
appears  by  the  statement  C,  annexed 
to  last  annual  report,  amounted  to  - 

Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 
from  profit  in  exchange  on  remittan- 
ces from  America  to  Europe,  pur- 
chased during  the  year  1811,  amount- 
ing, as  appears  by  the  statement  D, 
annexed  to  the  last  annual  report,  to 

And,  with  the  liirther  sum  of  jSi,fNW 
sterling,  in  biiU  taken  ui  payment  of 
the  principal  of  an  equal  snm  of  pro- 
tested bills,  as  appem  by  the  same 
■utement  D,  and  equal,  at  par»  to  - 


$493,174  17 


8,148,095  00 


00,7Se  14 


»1,777  78 


Alid  amiNintiiW,  together,  to        -  98,71»,778  09 

■  '■  — 

Hare  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner : 
I.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1811,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys  hereto- 
tee  advanced  Ibrihe  payment  of  the  poblic  debt, 
inelnding  the  amount  of  sundiy  bills  of  exchange 
reoeiiwd  in  lien  of  others  prsviovsly  purchased,  which 
bad  been  protested,  as  appears  by  the  statement  £, 
annesced  to  the  laet  annual  report    -     $16^444  46 
n.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 
the  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury.  Department, 
nmoanted,  as  will  apj>ear  by  the  state- 
ment A,  to  eight  millions  forty-eight 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen 
doUare  and  eeven^^4uae  eenls,  en : 


1.  Paid  in  reimbursem't 
of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt        -        -  $5,543,608  39 

2*  Paid  on  account  of  in- 
terest and  charges  on 
the  same  -        -     2,505,208  40 


8,048,814  79 


III.  The  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  year  1811,  and 
applicable  to  payments  falling  due 
after  that  year,  as  ascertained  by  ac- 
counts rendered  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, amounted,  as  will  appear 
by  the  statement  B,  to    - 


Total 


602,613  85 
f8,710,778  09 


That,  during  the  jear  1812,  the  following  disburse- 
ments were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  m : 

I.  On  account  of  the  interest  and  reim- 

bumem^it  of  domestic  Cnnded  debt  -  93*846417  34 

II.  On  account  of.thedoiaestic 
unfunded  debt  -        -        -  $946  04 

And  of  the  debt  dne  to  ieieign 
officers      -        -        -        -  1,444  17 


ni.  On  account  of  the  interest  on  Loa- 
isiana  stock,  and  on  converted  stock, 
payable  in  Europe  -        -        .        - 


2,389  21 


627,061  64 


Amounting,  together,  as  will  appear  by 
annexedlistofwarrant8,markedC,to  $4,474,558  19 


Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  follow- 
ing funds.  Til : 

I.  From  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropria- 
tion of  eight  millions  dollars,  for  the  year  1812,  Tot ; 
From  the  fund  arising  from  the  interest 
on  the  debt  transferred  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  per 

statement! $1,899,126  22 

From  the  fund  arising  from  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  being  the  amount  re- 
ceived into  the  Treasury,  from  the  1st 
October,  1811,  to  the  30lh  Septem- 
ber, 1812,  per  statement  K  - 
From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  hnported, 
ai^  en  the  tonnage  of  Tcssels  -        -     1,727,906  03 


822,599  04 


Amounttng,  together,  to 

Which  sum  of  $4,449,630  89,  being 
deducted  from  the  annual  appropriation 
of  $8,000,000,  leaves  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $3,550,369  11,  to  be  applied 
during  the  year  1813,  in  addition  to  the 
appropriation  for  that  year. 

II.  From  repayments  into  the  Treasu- 
ry, on  account  of  moneys  heretofore 
advanced  for  the  payment  of  divi- 
dends on  the  domestic  funded  and 
unfunded  debt,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement  E 


$4^449,630  89 


Making  together - 


24,927  30 
-  $4,474,668  19 
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hicrtoBt  tf  PvJbXic  Reaemie. 


That  Che  dioTe-iiiaitioiiad  dkbaneiii'U, 
together  with  the  above-ctated  bal- 
ance, whidi  remained  nnexpended  at 
tibe  dote  of  the  year  181 1,  of  - 

Andy  together  with  a  further  anm,  aris- 
ing from  profits  on  remittances  from 
America  to  Europe,  porchased  dar- 
ing the  jear  1813,  and  amounting,  as 
will  appear  hj  the  statement  B,  t«   - 


Mtt^ia  85 


91,533  88 


Making  together 


-  f5,068,604  92 


Will  be  aeeonnted  for  in  the  next  annnal  leport,  in 
conformitT  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then  have 
been  rendered  to  the  Treasury  Department. 

That,  in  the  meanwhile,  the  manner  in  which  the 
eaid  sum  has  been  applied,  is  estimated  as  follows : 

I.  The  pajrraents  into  the  Treasury,  on  acount  of  the 
prinapid  of  moneys  advanced  for  the  payment  of  div- 
idends on  the  domestic  funded  and  unfunded  debt, 
have  during  the  year  1812  amounted,  as  by  the  above- 
mentioned  statement  £,  to      -        -       $24^927  30 


n.  The  sums  actually 

the  year  1812;  to  the  pnncipai  and  in- 
terest of  the  puMic  debt,  aie  estimated 
as  follows : 

1.  Paid  in  reimbmsem't 
of  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt       -        -  •2,262,«90  01 

%  Paid  on  account  of  in- 
terest and  charges  on 
the  public  debt  -     2,422,050  14 

As  will  appear  by  the  estimate  F. 

nL  The  balance  which  remained  unez^ 
pended  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1812, 
and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  after  that  year,  is  estimated,  per 
estimate  6,  at         .... 


•4,884^760  15 


Making  together 


358,927  47 
$5,068,904  92 


That,  in  eonforinity  with  the  resolation  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  the  19th 
June,  1812 — a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  M — the  residue  of  the  converted  stock  was 
reimbarsed  at  the  close  of  the  vear  1812;  and, 
that,  in  conformity  with  the  reiiofutioa  of  the  said 
Commiaeioners,  of  the  6th  July,  1812— a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed,  marked  N— $179,300  of  Lou- 
jsiaiu  domestic  six  per  cent*  stock,  $14^000  (nom- 
inal) of  deferred  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  $57,000 
of  six  per  cent,  stock,  of  1812,  hare  been  purchased 
previous  to  the  31st  December,  1812,  having  cost, 
together,  $242,847  39,  as  will  more  particularly 
appear  in  the  statement  marked  L. 

And  that  the  statement  H  exhibits  the  amount 
of  stock  transferred  to  the  Commisi'ioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  in  trust  for  said  States,  and  standing  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  December, 
1812;  no  stock  having  been  transferred,  in  pay- 
ment for  lands,  daring  the  year  1812. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  QALLATIN. 


INCHSASK  OP  SEVraCE. 


[CflmainBieatad  to  the  H— sf,  Fsfcwy  U.  :* : 
CoionTTBB  Room.  A6.  U. !:. 

Sib  :  The  Committee  oi  Ways  ud  Metii 
of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  to  raise  uisifa 
revenoe  for  the  aenriee  o£  the  year  ISU;  u:.: 
it  IS  altogether  impmeticnble,  within  tJMnai 
session,  to  peas  the  neeeoary  laws  for  tii  t 
poee;  they  hare,  therefore,  diieeted  meu :..-! 
of  yoQ,  at  what  time,  in  yoar  opiaioQ,  'wr.t 
necessary  that  aaeh  laws  ahonld  be  eutn 
order  to  raise  a  reTeoae,  which  maj  be  k^i 
in  time  for  the  aerviee  of  tiiat  year. 

I  am  also  directed  to  bring  to  yoar  iCfi^i 
the  last  paragraph  of  yoar  letter  to  tbeCh*: 
of  this  Committee,  of^the  10th  of  Jaoc.  ISliu 
to  ask  whether  the  opinioD  therein gireoBr 
cable  to  the  present  state  of  thiogi,  u^ ;:  j 
probable  exigencies  of  the  Gorenimeat. .:  :j 
year  1814  7 

As  early  an  answer  as  shall  be  coasiiteaiT' 
your  convenience  is  reqaested. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  Ac. 

LANGDON  CHEVES 

Hod.  Albbbt  GallatiH;  iSbc'y  TrttuK). 


Trbasuby  Dbpabtmbbt,  F(sb.l2,l^ 
S^t :  Id  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesienli' 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  still  befifrei:;^ 
ticable  to  organise  the  taxes  wicbio  tbm  or  • 
months  after  the  passing  of  the  laws  in  tb«p 
reported.    This,  however,  is  only  matter  o( 
oion,  in  which  I  may  be  mistaken;  iodic- 
certainly  be  desirable,  if  other  considenii*' 
not  oppose  it,  to  preyent  the  danger  of  diappc- 
ment,  by  allowing  more  time  for  the  sekci^vc - 
officers,  preparing  and  transmitting  tbeforai^ 
instructions,  and  taking  all  other  stej>s  vff^"^ 
for  the  organization  of  a  difficult  aad  ^f^^' 
tern,  which  must  pervade  every  part  of  tbetf-^ 
siTe  territory  of  the  United  Sutei.  Tfaci^ 
tion  of  officers,  including  the  time  Bccesirr^ 
ascertain  whether  they  will  accept,  is  perb*?"^ 
operation  most  likely  to  produce  delay. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  he,  respeetfall|r,  d:f* 

ALBERT  GaLUTI> 
Hon.  Langdom  Cbeybs,  Chtdma^  ^ 


Committee  Room,  .Awk  ^j  ^^^' 
Sir:  I  am  directed,  by  theCommiueeofVj^ 
and  Means,  to  request  you  to  infom  tkca^  ^ 
ther,  in  your  opinion,  the  non-importao^| 
may  not  be  so  modified,  or  partiallf  sospeadH^ 
to  afford  a  revenue  equitalent  to  **«  ^'.^' 
amount  of  the  proposed  internal  ^^^i|^|.|,. 
tonnage  duty,  and  diminution  of  drawbtct-^ 
in  such  even  I,  whether  the  last  meDUoart|«»r 
of  revenue  may  not,  for  the  present,  be  d»»r 
with. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  Ac.  ^,.-^1 

Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  Sd^y  ^^****^' 
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Pines,  Penalties,  aruf  Forfeitures, 


Trbaburt  Dbpartmbnt,  Jxme  10, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  hoDor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  asking  whether,  in  my  opinion;  the 
non-importation  act  may  not  be  so  modifie(l,  or 
partially  suspended,  as  to  afford  a  revenue  equiv- 
alent to  the  estimated  amount  of  the  internal  tax- 
es, additional  tonnage  duty,  and  diminution  of 
drawbacks;  and,  in  such  event,  whether  the  last 
mentioned  objects  of  revenue  may  not,  for  the 
present,  be  dispensed  with  ? 

All  the  estimates  of  revenue,  which  have  been 
transmitted  during  this  session,  having  necessari- 
ly been  made  in  conformity  with  the  existing 
laws,  were  predicated  on  the  supposed  absolute 
prohibition  of  British  produce  and  manufactures. 
These,  in  ordinary  times,  amounted  to  more  than 
one-half  of  the  foreign  merchandise  consumed  in 
the  United  States.  The  actual  exclusion  of  the 
fireater  part  of  the  articles  of  our  own  growth 
from  France,  Holland,  and  Germany,  the  conse- 
quent nullity  of  our  commerce  with  those  coun- 
tries, and  the  conquest  by  Great  Britain  of  their 
colonies^  still  more  lessens  the  proportion  of  for- 
eign articles  which  may  be  imported  from  other 
countries  than  the  British  dominions. 

It  is,  therefore,  evident,  that  the  amount  of  du- 
ties on  importations  will  be  more  than  doubled 
in  the  event  of  a  suspension  of  the  non-importa- 
tion, and  that  they  will,  whilst  that  suspension 
continues,  afford  a  revenue,  at  least  equivalent 
to  the  estimated  amount  of  the  proposed  direct  tax, 
internal  duties,  additional  tonnage,  and  diminu- 
tion of  drawbacks.  All  these  may  be  dispensed 
with,  80  long  as  the  suspension  continues,  provi-* 
ded  that  the  contemplated  increase  of  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  on  the  duties  on  importations  shall 
take  place. 

It  is  not  belieyed  that  the  result  would  be  ma- 
terially affected  by  a  modification,  or  partially, 
instead  of  an  absolute,  suspension  of  the  non-im- 
portation :  for  the  amount  of  importations  would 
oe  principally  regulated  by  the  amount  of  Amer- 
ican funds  already  in  Blngland*  and  by  the  sub- 
sequeac  consumption  of  American  produce  in 
Great  Britain,  Spain,  and  Porto^l,  and  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indies^  respectivelv.  If  a  discrimination 
be  thoagbt  eligible,  it  would  seem  that  the  arti- 
cles entitled  to  preference  are  colonial  produce, 
particularly  rum,  coarse  woollens,  middle  price 
cotton  goods,  Irish  linens,  earthen  and  glassware, 
hardware  and  manufactures  of  steel,  tin,  brass, 
and  copper,  fine  cloths,  muslins,  plain  cotton  goods, 
manufactures  of  silk,  hemp,  flax,  (with  the  above 
exception)  and  leather,  paper,  hais,  shoes,  and  mil- 
linery) may  either  be  altogether  suppFied  by  do- 
mestic manufactures  or  dispensed  with. 

The  annual  importations  of  British  colonial 
and  domestic  proauce  and  mannfiictares  could 
not  be  estimated  at  less  than  thirty-five  millions 
of  dollars.  Supposing  (on  the  same  grounds  on 
which  the  other  estimates  of  duties  on  importa- 
tion in  time  of  war  were  made)  that  the  war  and 
other  restrictions  shonld  reduce  the  amount  to 
one-half,  the  proposed  doable  duties  collected  on 
the  revenue  would  produce  a  net.  ret enue  of  M 
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least  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  greater,  there- 
fore, than  all  the  proposed  internal  taxes  and  du- 
ties and  additional  tonnage  duty. 

Permit  me,  however,  to  observe,  with  respect 
to  this  last  duty,  that,  so  far  as  relates  to  foreign 
vessels,  the  proposed  addition  appears  necessary, 
and  is  hardly  sufiieient  to  compensate  the  great 
advantages  which  war  will  give  them  over  Amer- 
ican vessels,  in  the  American  commerce. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  all  the  bills  for  laying 
and  collecting  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties 
have  been  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  for- 
mer request  of  the  Committee,  so  that  the  whole 
subject  may  be  taken  up  at  this,  or  any  oth^r 
time,  without  any  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  only  detail  on  which  the  information 
is  not  as  complete  as  might  be  desired,  is  that  of 
the  quotas  of  the  direct  tax  intended  to  be  laid 
on  the  several  counties  in  each  State.  It  is  also 
belieyed  that  the  system  has  ^  been  prepared  m 
such  manner  that  it  may  be  organized,  and  all 
the  taxes  be  in  full  operation,'  in  the  month  ht 
AprU  next,  provided  the  laws  are  enacted  before 
the  commencement  of  the  year  1813.  '  - 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN.  > 
Hon.  Lanouon  Cqeves,  Chairman^  fc. 


PINES,  PENALTIES,  AND  FORFEITURES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Februsiy  27,  1813. 

Mr.  CloiNCY  made  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
principles  and  practice  adopted  by  the  Treasury 
Department  in  relation  to  the  revenue  laws,  and 
to  the  mitigating  or  remitting  the  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  accruing  under  the  same,  haviuf  , 
in  pursuance  of  that  appointment,  bad  an  tsler- 
view  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  and 
examined  such  papers  as  they  deemed  neeessaffj 
for  the  due  execution  of  their  trust,  addressed  to 
him  a  letter,  marked  A,  and  received  from  him, 
in  reply,  the  letter  marked  B,  with  the  accompany- 
ing document.  All  which  are  annexed  to  this 
report. 

It  appears  to  your  committer  as  far  as  they  are 
enabled  to  judge,  that  the  remitting  and  mitigft- 
ting  powers,  exercised  by  the  Treasury  Depart* 
menty  have  been  used  in  a  manner  liberal  and 
just.  Your  Committee  have  not  deemed  it  their 
duty,  from  the  terms  of  their  authority,  to  enter  > 
into  the  consideration  of  the  exjpedieney  of  reliev- 
ing the  Treasury  Department  from  the  burden  of 
exercising  this  discretion.  In  some  commercial' 
coramuniues,  a  similar  discretion  is  vested  in  a 
board  of  commissioners,  whose  members  form  a 
check  upon  each  other,  and  the  publicity  of  whose 
proceedings  preserve  their  decisiotfs,  under  thf 
scrutiny  of  the  public  eye,  and  the  wholesome 
control  of  public  opinion. 

Your  Committee  report  to  the  House  the  an- 
nexed papers,  as  the  result  of  .their  inqotry,    : 
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jRtiMt,  PenaUies,  and  FarfeiiureB. 


A. 
H0U8S  OF  Reprbseittatites, 

January,  22, 1813. 
Sib:  The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
Che  principles  and  practice  adopted  |by  the  Trea- 
sury Department  in  relation  to  the  rerenue  laws, 
and   to  the  mitijgating  or  remitting  the  fines, 

Eenal  ties,  and  forfeitures,  accruing  under  the  same, 
a^e  directed  me  to  request  such  an  elucidation  of 
the  general  construction  giren  by  that  Depart* 
ment,  of  its  powers  in  relation  to  that  subject,  as 
Boay  indicate  the  principles  by  which  it  has  been 
regulated.  They  particularly  have  authorized 
me  to  desire  an  answer  to  the  following  inquiries : 

Whether,  in  cases  of  ^'  intention  of  fraud"  ex- 
if  ting,  the  Department  deems  itself  authorized 
either  to  remit,  or  mitigate  1 

Whether,  in  eases  of  *'  wilful  negligenee"  exists 
tng,  the  Department  deems  itself  aatherhBed  either 
10  remit,  or  mitigate? 

Whether,  in  cases  where  neither  one  nor  the 
other  exists,  the  Department  deems  itself  at  lib- 
erty to  inflict  the  whole  penalty,  or  any  part  of 
iti 

If  the  Department  has  deemed  itself  at  liberty, 
in  cases  where  no  "  wilful  negligence"  and  no 
'*  fraud*'  has  existed,  to  inflfct  the  whole  penalty, 
or  forfeitures,  or  any  part  of  either,  then  the  Com- 
ttiittee  have  directed  roe  to  inquire  by  what  gene- 
ral, principles  its  decision,  in  such  cases,  has  been 
regulated  ? 

Particularly,  whether  the  Department  has 
deemed  itself  confined,  in  relation  to  such  cases, 
to  such  a  mitigation  of  the  penalty,  or  forfeiture^ 
as  might  include  the  mere  incidents  of  the  pros- 
ecution, and  the  ''terms  and  conditions"  on 
which,  having  reference  to  such  incidents,  it 
ahould  be  made  to  cease ;  or,  whether,  in  relation 
to  such  cases,  it  has  deemed  itself  at  liberty  to 
lake  into  consideration  other  circumstances,  such 
as  the  profits  of  the  Treasury,  the  •gains  of  the 
ittdtridoal,  the  like  or  other  considerations,  in 
csiimattog  the  amoant  of  the  penalty  or  forfei- 
Ittte  to  be  exacted. 

The  Committee  having  perceived  that,  ia  cer- 
tain eases,  where  -*  wilful  negligence  ano  fraud" 
were  staled  not  to  exist,  the  condition  of  release 
has  been  on  the  payment  of  *'  costs  and  charges, 
and  a  certain  per  centage,  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  addition  to  the  doty  established  by 
law,"  they  have  directed  me  to  inquire  by  what 
prineiples  this  levy  has  been  reffulated  ?  To 
what  cases  it  has  been  applied?  And  what  has 
been  the  gain  to  the  United  States  by  such  pay- 
nieiits  of  per  ceniage. 

The  Committee  also  requests  a  general  state- 
ment of  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  re- 
eetved  by  the  Treasury  Department  since  the 
date  of  the  establishment,  and  the  expenses  which 
have  occurred  on  prosecutions  for  them. 

The  Committee  will  be  happy  to  receive  any 
elucidation  which  the  above  raquiries,  or  any 
other  considerations  connected  with  the  subject, 
mty  suggest.    I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  ifec. 

JOSIAH  dUINCY. 

HoHk  Aunmt  GALLATiif* 


B. 

Treasury  DeIpartmbnt,  f>6. 12, 1812. 

Sir  :  The  pressure  of  current  business  has  pre- 
vented an  earlier  answer  to  your  letter  of  22d 
ultimo.  The  tenor  of  some  of  the  queries  therein 
contained,  renders  it  necessary  to  premise  some 
observations  on  the  object  and  obvious  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  which  authorizes  remisssions  or 
mitigations  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures. 

In  almost  every  penal  coae,  the  law  fixes  the 
maximum  of  the  fine  which  may  be  inflicted  for 
offences  made  punishable  by  the  payment  of 
money,  and  leaves  it  discretionary  with  the 
court  to  prescribe,  in  every  case,  according  to  its 
circumstances,  the  sum,  not  exceeding  that  max* 
imum;  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  olender.  lo 
the  revenue  and  restrictive  laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  fines,  or  forfeitures,  which  may  be 
incurred  by  reason  of  any  in/raction  of  those 
laws,  are  made  absolute  ;  and  the  power  ta  miti- 
^te,  and  even  to  remit  the  whole  amount,  has, 
tt  is  presumed,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  been 
vested^inder  certain  limitations,  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  It  is  enacted  that  he  shall  have 
power  "*  to  mitigate  or  remit  such  fine,  forfeiture, 
or  penalty,  for  remove  such  disability,)  or  any 
part  thereof,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  shaU 
have  been  incurred  without  wilful  negligence,  or 
any  intention  of  fraud  in  the  person  or  persons 
incurring  the  same;  and  to  direct  the  prosecu- 
tion, if  any  shall  have  been  instituted  for  the  re- 
covery thereof,  to  cease  and  be  discontinued, 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  deem 
reasonable  and  just." 

Since  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not 
authorized  to  remit,  or  even  to  mitigate,  unless 
there  has  been  neither  intention  of  fraud,  nor 
wilful  negligence,  it  necessarily  follows,  that, 
by  the  words,  ^ptlfttl  negligence,  is  meant  only 
such  flagrant  and  voluntary  infraction  of  the 
laws  as,  though  not  implying  fraud,  properly  so 
called,  is,  by  the  statute,  considered  as  tantamount 
to  fraud,  and  therefore  precluding  any  remission, 
or  even  mitigation  of  the  penalty  incurred. 

Since  the  power  to  remit  in  part,  or  to  miti- 
gate, which  is  precisely  the  same  as  a  power  to 
enforce  a  part  of  the  penalty,  not  only  may  be 
exercised  in  cases  which  fall  short,  in  the  words 
of  t(ie  statute,  of  intention  of  fraud,  or  of  wilfol 
negligence,  but  is  limited  to  such  cases  alone ;  it 
necessarily  follows  that  the  statute  contemplates 
offences  implying  a  certain  degree  of  guilt,  and 
requiriDg  a  punishment  less  than  the  whole 
amount  of  the  penalty  incurred,  although  there 
has  been,  in  persons  incurring  such  penalty, 
neither  intention  of  fraud,  nor  what  is  there  call- 
ed wilful  negligence. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  tenor  of  the  statute,  that 
it  describes  two  classes  of  offences:  1st,  sac h  as 
imply  fraud,  or  (to  use  the  expression)  ttaitOe 
wilful  negligence,  and  which  shall  be  paoished 
by  the  inflietion  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  fioe, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  incurred ;  2dly,  such  as  im- 
ply neither  fraud  or  ttaiute  wilful  negligence,  to 
which  alone  the  power  to  remit,  or  to  mitig&te, 
eaA  be  applied. 
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Tbmc  the  IwU  class  embraces  two  species  of  ia- 
fractioDs:  soch  as,  ialling  short  of  the  highest  de- 
gree ef  ofTence,  which  precludes  eren  a  mitigation, 
most,  however,  render  the  party  liable  to  a  partial 
payment  of  the  penalty  incurred ;  2dly,  such  as, 
irom  invoiuntary  and  unimportant  omissions,  have 
made  the  party  legally  liable  to  the  penalty,  but 
where  such  penalty  should,  in  equity,  and  may, 
without  weakening  the  execution  of  the  laws,  be 
alto^ther  remHted;  and  that  the  authority  vest- 
ed itt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  applicable 
only  to  that  class  of  offences,  which  imply  neither 
fraud  nor  ttatute  wilful  necligeoce,  and  consists 
in  graduating  the  amount  of  penalty  which  it  may 
still  be  proper  and  necessary  to  enforce,  or  in  grant- 
ing an  unqualified  remission,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  case. 

This  exposition  of  the  law  affords  a  ready  an- 
swer to  the  general  queries  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  was  thought  necessary,  because  it  was 
apprehended  that  some  erroneous  view  of  the  sub- 
ject and  meaning  of  the  law  might  result,  from 
not  particularly  attendin|p  to  the  restricted  sense 
affixed  to  the  words  ^fnlfiU  negUgettc$j"  by  the 
atatate* 

It  was  apprehended  that,  on  a  first  impression, 
the  position  may  have  been  assumed,  either,  that 
the  power  to  enforce  a  part  only  of  the  penalty 
did  not  exist,  although  that  power  be  expressly 
implied  in  tnat  of  mitigatinj^,  and  remitting  in 
part,  or  that  it  eoold  be  exercised  in  cases  where 
there  was  neither  fraud,  or  aiatnie  wilful  negli- 
gence, >althouffh  this  authority  be,  by  the  statute, 
expressly  confined  to  such  cases  alone. 

To  the  three  first  queries  of  the  committee,  it 
is,  therefore,  answered : 

1.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  does  not 
consider  himself  authorised,  either  to  remit  or  to 
mitigate^  in  cases  where,  in  his  opinion,  there  has 
been  neither  intention  or  fraud,  or  (ttahde)  wilful 
BcgUgence. 

2.  That  he  does  not  consider  himself  author* 
ised  to  inflict  the  whole  penalty,  in  <»ses  where, 
in  his  opinion,  there  has  been  neither  intention  ot 
fraod.or  (Haiuie)  wilful  negli^aee. 

3.  Tkiat  he  does  consider  himself  atiihorisiftt, 
when,  IB  his  opinion,  necessary  and  proper,  to  en- 
fsree  a  part  of  the  penalty  in  some,  and  req^iire 
the  payment  of  costs  in  all  eases  where,  in  bis 
opinion,  there  has  been  neither  intention  of  fraud, 
or  («talMfc)  wilAil  aegligeiice. 

The  fourth  query  of  the  committee  is  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: 

By  what  general  principles  has  the  deciskHi  of 
the  Treasvry  been  regulated  in  cases  where,  there 
being  do  fraud  or  (statute)  wilful  negligence,  a 
part  of  the  penalty  ot  forfeiture  has  nevertheless 
beeo  enforced?  <'Partieulariy:  Whether  the 
Departoaent  has  deemed  itself  confined,  in  such 
cases,  to  such  a  mitigation  of  the  penalty,  or  for- 
feiture, as  might  include  the  mere  incidents  of  the 
prosecution,  and  the  *  terms  and  conditions'  on 
which,  baring  reference  to  such  incidents,  it 
should  be  made  to  cease;  or,  whether,  in  relation 
to  such  cases,  it  has  deemed  itself  at  liberty  to  I 
taka  into  ccnaideratioa  other  circumitaaces^sach  1 


as  the  profits  of  the  Treasury,  the  gains  of  the  ia- 
dividual  the  like  or  other  considerationis,  in  es- 
timating the  amount  of  the  penalty,  or  forfeiture, 
to  be  exacted." 

From  what  has  already  been  stated,  it  follows, 
that,  if,  by^  "incidents  of  prosecution,"  and  terms 
and  conditions  connected  therewith,  the  payment 
of  costs  only  be  meant,  the  Treasury  (with  the 
exception  of  a  few  cases  of  great  hardship)  has 
required  such  payment  in  all  cases  of  remission 
or  mitigation,  and  has  not  deemed  itself  confined 
to  such  payment  in  those  cases  where  it  appeared 
necessary  and  proper  to  enforce  a  part  of  the 
penalty  or  forfeiture.  The  statute  grants,  in  that 
respect,  two  distinct  powers — that  of  prescribing 
the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  prosecutions 
shall  be  discontinued :  which,  of  course,  embraces 
the  payment  of  costsand  other  incidents  of  prose- 
cution, and  that  of  mitigating  or  remitting,  only 
in  part,  the  penalty.  Which  last  authority  would 
be  nugatory,  and  would  not  therefore  have  been 
given,  had  tne  law  intended  to  confine  the  effect 
of  that  authority  to  the  costs,  or  other  similar  in- 
cidents of  prosecution ;  these  being  embraced  bj 
another  part  of  the  enacting  clause. 

In  deciding  on  those  eases  to  which  the  power 
of  remitting,  in  whole  or  in  part,  does  apply,  aad 
in  graduating  the  amount  of  penalty  enforced,  in 
those  where  it  appeared  improper  to  grant  an 
unqualified  remission,  the  TreasUrv  has  been 
invariably  governed  by  three  principles : 

1st.  Enforcing  laws.  2dly.  Reducing  the  pen- 
alty to  that  amount,  and  requiring  only  that  por- 
tion which  appeared  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  intractions.  3dly.  Uniform  rules  of 
decision,  so  far  as  the  diversity  of  cases  rendered 
them  practicable.  In  the  application  of  those 
principles  to  individual  cases,  several  circum- 
stances have  naturally  been  taken  into  consider- 
ation, such  as  the  degree  of  negliffcnee  manifested 
by  the  party ;  the  importance,  for  the  safety  of 
the  revenue^  of  the  particular  provision  which 
had  been  infringed ;  the  encouragement  due  to 
the  vigilancs  of  the  officers ;  and,  when  neces- 
sary, for  the  purpose  of  cheeking  illegal  imporu- 
tiotts,  the  profit  derived  from  the  transaction. 

The  gain  of  the  Treasury  never  had  uny  influ- 
ence on  any  decision,  or  has  even  been  thought  oL 
The  portion  of  a  mitigated  penalty  sometimea 
happens  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  becaaM 
the  law  had  made  oae-half  payable  there,  if  aot 
mitigated.  The  decisions  ot  the  Treasury  aever 
can  add  anything  to  the  amount  actually  for- 
feited, and  otherwise  legally  payable;  and  whca- 
ever  a  mitigation  takes  place,  it  operates  as  a  de- 
duction from  such  payment.  If  it  ever  should 
be  attempted  to  draw  a  revenue  from  forfeitures 
and  penalties,  it  wilt  be  done  by  giving  to  the 
statute  a  construction  precisely  the  reverse  of  that 
now  adopted.  Instead  of  restricting  the  words 
*<  wilful  negligence"  to  flagrant  infiactions,  tanta- 
mount to  fraud,  as  is  now  done,  in  conformicj 
with  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  statute,  let  those 
expressions  receive  that  construction  of  which,  in 
common  parlance,  they  are  susceptible ;  let  every 
aegligtnce,  however  unimportant,  provided  it  ba 
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•eeoinpaDied  with  an  act  of  iIm  will,  be  called 
*^  wilful  negligence,"  and  eyery  penalty  which 
has  been  mitigated,  together  with  roanv  of  those 
which  have  been  remitted  in  full,  will  tall  in  the 
class  of  those  on  which  no  remission  can  be 
granted.  With  that  construction,  instead  of  the 
trifling  amount  which  has  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury  for  the  share  of  the  United  States,  in 
mitigated  penalties,  which  have  been  enforced 
in  part,  not  less,  probably,  than  two  millions  of 
dollars,  remitted  by  those  decisions,  would  have 
been  legally  eiacted.  The  exposition  of  the  law, 
and  the  precediog  arguments,  na?e  been  adduced 
only  in  proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  principles 
which  have  been  adopted  in  mitigating  penalties: 
for,  in  point  of  fact,  the  portion  which  has  been 
paid  on  that  account,  in  the  Treasury,  is  so  in- 
considerable, that,  if  known,  it  never  could  have 
been  supposed  that  what  is  called  the  gain  of 
the  Treasury  had  the  smallest  effect  on  the 
decisions. 

The  whole  number  of  decisions,  since  the  pres- 
ent Secreury  of  the  Treasury  has  filled  that  of- 
fice, viz :  from  the  14th  of  May,  1801,  to  the  14th 
of  December,  1812,  amounts  to  1,297.  In  ninety- 
two  of  these  eases,  there  being,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Treasury,  intent  of  fraud,  or  {statute)  wilful 
negligence,  no  remission  could  be  granted.  Of 
the  1,205  other  cases,  to  which  the  power  of  re- 
mittting  in  whole,  or  in  part,  applied,  there  have 
been  888  in  which  an  absolute  remission  has  been 
granted,  generally  on  payment  of  costs;  and  317 
have  been  mitigated.  In  about  two-thirds  of 
these,  nothing  more  has  been  inflicted  than  the 
payment  of  sums,  generally  inconsiderable,  to 
the  use  of  the  custom-house  ofileers.  Of  the 
residue,  there  are  27,  consisting  of  three  embargo 
cases,  and  of  24  cases  of  ilkgal  importations, 
principally  from  Amelia  Island,  or  in  vessels  at 
sea  when  war  was  declared,  in  which  the  deci- 
sion has  been,  that,  from  the  net  proceeds  of 
sales,  the  costs,  and  (in  the  cases  of  importation) 
the  duties  in  force  when  the  decisions  took  place, 
ahould  be  deducted  \  that  the  residue,  if  not  ex- 
ceeding the  prime  cost,  freight,  insurance,  and 
other  charges,  should  be  paid  to  the  claimants, 
and  that  the  surplus,  if  any,  should  be  distributed 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  whole  forfeiture,  if 
enforced,  would  have  been.  In  one  of  those 
cases,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  have  been 
paid  into  the  Treasury.  It  is  ascertained  that, 
in  many  of  them,  there  is  no  surplus ;  and  the 
Mme  lesttit  is  anticipated  in  most  others.  In  67 
other  cases,  hereafter  stated,  in  answer  to  the  last 
^Qery  of  the  committee,  the  whole  amount  paid 
into  the  Treasury  falk  short  of  four  thousand 
dollars.  There  may  be  eight  or  ten  more  cases 
of  mitigations,  in  which  some  payments  have 
been,  or  may  be,  made  into  the  Treasury,  and 
which,  not  beia^  sufficiently  designated  in  the 
Minister  of  decisions,  could  not  m  ascertained 
without  a  critical  examination  of  all  the  original 
papers.  The  amount  of  penalties  and  forfeitures 
actually  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  which  is 
hereafter  stated^  arises,  almost  exclusively,  from 
of  frandulent  infractions  of  the  laws,  on 


which  no  remission  whatever  could  take  place, 
and,  in  most  of  which,  no  application  has,  of 
course,  been  made  to  the  Treasury. 

The  last  query  of  the  committee  relates  to  the 
principles  and  amount  of  mitigations  where  a 
certain  per  centage  has,  in  addition  to  the  duties 
established  by  law^  been  required  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

In  eases  where  a  fine  is  mitigated,  it  is  always 
done  by  fixing  a  sum  of  money  leas  than  the  fine. 
When  a  forfeiture  is  mitigated,  it  is  more  con- 
aistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  law  that  the  reduced 
payment  which  is  required  should  still  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  the  whole  forfeiture  in- 
curred. This  principle  has  been  adopted  in  those 
cases  designated  as  having  been  mitigated,  by  re- 
quiring the  payment  of  a  per  centage.  Ail  those 
which  have  been  ascertaii|ed  amount  to  sizty- 
aeven,  as  already  stated, and  consist  of  two  classes. 

1.  The  first  partial  non-importation  act  took 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1808.  The  follow- 
ing rales  were  adopted  with  respect  to  subse- 
quent importations,  not  fraudulent,  and  suscepti- 
ble of  remission  or  i|iitigation.  An  absolute  re- 
mission .was  granted  op  all  importations  in  ves- 
sels which  had  sailed  from  a  British  port,  prior 
to  the  1st  of  June,  1808,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  a  possibility  of  their  arrival  prior  to  the  time 
when  the  law  took  effect.  The  forfeiture  was 
mitigated  in  the  subsequent  cases,  and  no  greater 
portion  required  than  what  appeared  absolutely 
necessary  to  prevent  continual  infractions.  For 
that  purpose  the  forfeiture  was  reduced  to  the 
payment  of  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of 
the  legal  duties,  to  be  divided  as  the  forfeiture  it- 
self, if  enforced,  would  hare  been.  But  that 
sum  was  levied  only  on  the  articles  actually  pro- 
hibited, and  not  on  those  otherwise  admissible, 
and  belonging  to  the  same  owners,  though  they 
were  alsofocMited  by  the  law.  There  were  thir- 
ty-seven cases  of  this  description.  It  has  been 
ascertained  that  the  sun  paid  in  the  Treasury  on 
thirty  of  them,  amounts  to  %\A^  44.  The  sum 
paid  on  the  seven  other  cases  is  blended  in  the 
collector's  accounts,  with  the  ordinary  duties, 
4>ttt,  from  the  value  of  the  merchandise,  is  esti- 
mated to  have  been  less  than  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars.  The  forfeitures  remitted  by  those 
same  decisions  are  beliered  to  heve  exceeded 
half  a  million  of  dollars  in  v^ue. 

2.  The  importation  of  spirits,  porter,  and  re- 
fined sugar,  is  prohibited  in  vessels  or  casks,  of  a 
size  less  than  is  prescribed  by  law.  In  the  first 
decisions  made  on  those  cases,  the  condition  of 
the  remission  was,  that  the  articles  imported  con- 
trary to  law  should  be  re-exported,  without  giv- 
ing any  other  option  to  the  owners.  The  only 
exception,  while  that  role  prevailed,  is  Gillespie's 
case,  where  the  spirits  had  been  sold  by  order  of 
court,  prior  to  the  application  for  a  remission 
being  made.  The  condition  of  paying  one-foarth 
part  of  the  proceeds  was  substituted  to  that  of 
re-exportation,  which  had  become  impracticable. 
The  share  of  the  United  States,  contrary  to  what 
was  intended,  did  not,  in  that  case,  cover  the 
legal  duties.    It  being,  from  experience,  aaeer- 
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tained  that  the  coaditioQ  of  an  absolute  re-ex- 
portation was  sometimes  impracticable,  and  in 
most  cases,  more  serere  than  was  required  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  infractions  of  the  law, 
an  alternative  was  add^  to  that  condition,  by 
leering  it  optional  with  the  claimants,  if  they 
did  not  re-export,  to  pay  a  certain  sum  which, 
after  some  variations,  was  fixed  at  the  rate  o^ 
^ve  cents  per  galloA  of  spirits,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  in  addition  to  the  legal  duties. 
Bat,  in  all  the  cases,  two  only  excepted,  where 
the  admission  arose  from  inadvertence  in  filing 
the  decisions,  the  condition  of  the  re-exporta- 
tion has  always  been  preserved,  and  the  payment 
aforesaid  imposed  only  in  case  of  not  complying 
with  that  condition.  The  cases  of  this  descrip- 
tion, in  which  any  money  may  have  been  paid 
in  the  Treasury,  amount  to  thirty.  The  actual 
payments  being  blended  with  the  accounts  of 
duties,  cannot  be  ascertained.  But  the  amount 
of  spirits,  porter,  and  sugar,  embraced  by  those 
cases,  have  been  ascertained  from  the  applica- 
tions for  remission;  and  it  appears  that,  if  no 
part  has  been  re-exported,  and  if,  in  every  in- 
stance, the  parties  have  preferred  to  pay  the  sum 
to  which  the  forfeiture  was  redaceu,  the  whole 
amount  paid  in  the  Treasury  cannot  have  ex* 
ceeded  $1,400,  and  may,  theretore,  have  been  less. 

A  ffeneral  statement  of  all  the  fines,  penalties, 
and  forfeitures,  paid  by  the  collectors  into  the 
TreasurVi  from  the  1st  of  January,  1794,  to  the 
•31st  of  December,  1811,  and  amounting  to  $253,- 
508  05,  is  enclosed.  The  expenses  of  prosecu- 
tion in  those  cases,  as  paid  by  the  marshals,  can- 
not be  discriminated  from  the  general  expenses 
paid  generally  for  jurors,  witnesses^  and  alt  other 
expenses  incident  to  the  prosecutions  of  every 
species  of  offences  against  the  United  States,  in- 
clad  ing  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners.  The  ag- 
gregate of  all  these  amounts  tor  the  same  period, 
as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement,  to  (857,- 
206  69.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  portion 
expended  in  prosecuting  for  the  offences  against 
the  revenue  and  restrictive  laws  under  which 
the  abovementioned  fines,  penillties,  and  forfeit- 
ures, have  heen  incurred  and  paid,  considerably 
exceeds  the  amount  actnally  recovered  and  paid 
in  the  Treasury ;  and  that  those  penalties  have 
never  been  a  source  of  revenue,  nor  been  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  expenses  of  prosecution :  for 
which  object  thev  are  exclusively  appropriated 
by  law.    I  have  tne  honor,  &c. 

ALBERT  OALLATiN. 

Hon.  JoBiAH  duiNCT,  CJimrnuxn. 


OWNERS  OF  PRIVATEERa 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  November  33, 1818.] 

To  the  honorabU  the  Senate  and  Hcuee  of  Repreeen" 
tativee  of  the  United  Statee  in  Congress  assembled^ 
ike  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  of  the  eiiy  of  Bal- 
timore,  merehanis  and  owners  of  private  armed  com' 
missioned  vessels  ofufor,  respeetfully  represents  c 

That  your  memorialists  have,  since  the  declar- 
ation of  war,  at  a  heavy  charge  and  cost,  pur- 


chased, equipped,  and  fitted  for  offensive  opera- 
tions, numerous  strong  and  well  appointed  cruis- 
ers, which  have  done  the  public  eaemy  immense 
iojurv,  by  the  capture  of  many  of  her  merchant 
vessels  laden  with  valuable  cargoes,  and  the  de- 
struction of  at  least  ten  thousand  tons  of  her 
shipping;  that  the  cruisers  of  your  memorialists 
have  captured  and  made  prisoners  of  war  seven 
hundred  of  the  seamen  of  the  enemy,  who  have 
been  exchanged  for  an  equal  number  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  who  have  thus,  through  the  in- 
strumeutality  and  at  the  charge  of  your  memo- 
rialists, been  rescued  from  captivity;  that,  trusting 
to  what  they  deemed  the  fair  construction  of  the 
14th  section  of  the  act  '^concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize*  goods,"  and,  supposing 
from  the  general  and  comprehensive  expressions 
of  the  commissions  which  had  been  granted  to 
them  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
enemy's  property,  whether  taken  bouod  to  the 
United  States  or  elsewhere,  on  the  high  seas,  or 
within  our  own  waters,  was  lawful  prize,  your 
memorialists  were  greatly  induced  by  this  confi- 
dence to  make  larger  and  more  immediate  outfits^ 
calculating  upon  the  known  course  of  trade  be- 
tween this  country  and  Qreat  Britain,  in  which 
it  has  been  so  usual  to  cover  British  interests  in 
American  names,  and  knowing  that  it  would  be 
in  their  power,  when  armed  with  the  authority 
of  a  national  commission,  to  detect  and  bring  to 
light  the  belligerent  interest ;  that,  in  many  in- 
stances, your  memorialists  have  succeeded  in 
capturing  and  bringing  in  for  adjudication  pro- 
perty so  circumstanced,  that  they  had  proceed- 
ed against  it  as  prize  of  war,  and  a  general 
sentiment  appeared  to  prevail  among  those  expe- 
rienced in  the  law  that,  under  the  fair  construc- 
tion of  the  prize  act.  and  according  to  the  mani- 
fest intention  of  the  Legislature.,  the  captors 
having  incurred  the  expense  of  the  outfit,  having 
encountered  the  peril  of  capture,  and  having  de- 
tected the  enemy  interest,  which  mast  otherwise 
have  remained  concealed,  were  entitled,  in  law, 
as  well  as  in  point  of  justice,  to  the  benefit  of  the 
capture;  that,  after  proceedings  had  been  insti- 
tuted at  their  instance,  and  at  a  heavy  expense, 
against  such  property  in  different  districts,  your 
memorialists,  who  never  anticipated  any  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  €k>vernment  of  the 
United  States  with  their  just  claims,  on  the 

f round  of  an  act  of  Congress  pre-existing  the 
eclaration  of  war,  and  whose  operation  they  be- 
lieved to  be  suspended,  as  related  to  prize  goods, 
by  the  14th  section  of  the  prize  act  above  referred 
to,  now  find  themselves  called  upon  to  defend 
their  rights  as  well  against  the  pretensions  of  the 
Treasury  Department  as  against  the  shufflings, 
evasions,  and  legal  tubterfoges  of  fictitious  claim- 
ants, anxious  to  screen,  because  having  a  com- 
mon interest  in  the  property  of  the  belligerent* 
Your  memorialists  vii  persuaded  that  it  could 
not  have  been  the  Intention  of  the  Legislature 
to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  individual  enter- 
prise, exertion,  and  hazard  against  the  enemy  to 
the  exclusive  advantage  of  the  public  Treasury; 
and  that,  if  such  oan,  by  any  possibility,  be  Clia 
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legal  eipositioo  of  their  acts,  it  must  have  been 
ft  mere  legislative  omissioD,  of  which  your  me- 
moriaUBts  confidently  hope  the  injurious  conse- 
quences will  be  prevented  bv  an  explanatory  law. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  the  propriety 
of  diminishing,  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  the  very 
heavy  duties  imposed  upon  prize  goods.  They 
do  not  require  an  indiscriminate  abatement  of 
duty  upon  all  prize  goods,  but  they  would  humbly 
represent  that,  on  various  articles,  principally 
intended  for  exportation,  and  not  consumed  with* 
ID  the  country,  the  impost  equals,  and,  on  some, 
exceeds  their  value  in  the  market;  so  that  it  may 
happen  that  the  captor,  instead  of  being  benefited, 
may  have  incurred  his  risk  and  expense  in  some 
instances,  without  any  profit  from,  and  in  others 
at  a  positive  loss  by,  his  prize.  Your  memorial- 
ists would  sug^gest  that  it  is  not  in  consonance  to 
the  just  principles  of  revenue  that  the  €h>vern- 
roent,  under  the  pretence  of  duty,  should  take  the 
whole  proceeds  of  the  exertions  and  hazards  of 
the  captor,  but  that  there  should,  in  all  cases,  be 
a  just  proportion  between  the  value  of  the  article 
captured  and  the  claim  of  the  Qovernment  there- 
on, by  way  of  impost.  In  such  cases,  therefore, 
your  memorialists  would  humbly  pray  a  diminu- 
tioa  of  duty,  or  that,  with  respect  to  prize  goods, 
a  fair  ratio  be  established,  by  law,  between  the 
value  in  market  and  the  impost  on  the  article. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  call  the 
attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  embarrass- 
ments, difficulties,  and  delays  which  they  labor 
und^r  in  the  determination  of  prize  causes  in  the 
different  courts  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
present  very  imperfect  system,  even  in  cases 
wJiere  the  enemy  interest  is  incontestably  shown, 
where  no  claim  is  interposed,  and  where,  there- 
fore, the  proceedings  ought  to  be  conducted  with 
the  expedition  chKracteristic  of  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty. In  several  such  instances  a  procrastination 
of  many  months  has  taken  place,  to  the  extreme  in- 
jury of  the  captors,  without  any  reasonable  cause 
of  delay,  and  the  hardy  seaman  who  hazarded 
his  life  in  the  public  cause,  finds  himself  at  last 
obliged,  by  necessity,  to  sacrifice,  for  a  trifle,  his 
share  in  the  just  compensation  of  his  perils,  to 
which,  as  the  right  is  certain,  so  the  remedy 
ought  to  be  immediate. 

While  there  are  numerous  acta  of  Parliament 
in  Great  Britain,  prescribing  to  the  Courts  of 
Admiralty  the  mode  of  proceeding,  and  insuring 
to  captors  a  safe  and  speedy  ascertainment  of 
their  rights,  whereby  the  private  armed  service 
is,  much  encouraged,  your  memorialists,  and 
others  in  the  like  circumstances  in  the  United 
States,  are  exposed  to  tlfe  inconvenience  of  this 
matter  being  left  entirely  open  to  the  discretion 
of  the  judges,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  words 
in  the  prize  act.  In  consequence  of  which  omis- 
sion, every  court  has,  according  to  the  several 
impressions  of  its  judges,  adopted  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding peculiar  to  itself;  and  while  in  one  dis- 
trict the  remedy  of  the  captor  is  speed y,  in  others 
the  determination  for  a  considerable  time  is  sus- 
^p^ed^  to  the  great  vexation  and  injury  of  the 


interested.  That  courts  belonging  to  the  same 
country,  and  exercising,  in  different  districts,  pre- 
cisely the  same  jurisdiction  and  power,  should 
be  bound  by  some  rules  common  to  them  all,  in 
matters  of  prize,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen should  not  be  different  before  tribunals  ^mi- 
larlv  organized,  according  lo  the  district  in  which 
sucn  rip;hts  are  to  be  exercised,  would  appear  to 
be  positions  too  plain  for  ar^ment;  bat  that, 
from  the  want  of  the  necessary  provisions,  the 
riffhts  of  war  speedily  administered  in  one  dis- 
trict, should,  in  another,  be  subject  to  the  most 
vexatious  delays,  appears  to  be  an  evil  of  such 
magnitude  that  your  memorialists  are  persuaded 
that  it  is  only  necessary  to  show  its  existence  to 
Congress  to  secure  its  prompt  legislative  redress. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  submit  to 
Congress  some  considerations  which,  althoug^h  of 
minor  importance,  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
are  of  serious  moment  to  them,  as  owners  of  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  war.  Qrcat  inconveniences 
are  experienced  by  them  in  consequence  of  that 
provision  of  the  prize  act  which  renders  it  in- 
cumbent on  the  captors  to  proceed  against  the 
prize  in  the  first  district  to  which  such  prize  may 
DO  brought — a  provision  which  appears  to  your 
memorialists  to  operate  exclusively  to  the  benefit 
of  the  officers  of  the  custonM  and  of  the  courts, 
who  claim  the  possession  and  benefit  of  prizes 
taking  refuse  in  port,  as  their  rights — a  pro- 
vision which,  in  many  instances,  may  expose 
the  prize  to  re-capture  by  the  enemy,  which  de- 
prives the  privateer  owners  of  all  control  over 
that  in  which  they  are  the  most  interested,  sub- 
jects them  to  the  loss  of  a  bad  market,  and  com- 
pels them  to  submit  to  a  distant  and  expensive 
agency,  and  to  frequent  detriment  from  careless- 
ness and  mismanagement,  which  would  not  have 
been  incurred,  if  the  prize  could  have  been  law- 
folly  taken  fVom  the  district  where  she  first  casu- 
ally arrived,  to  the  district  in  which  the  captor 
resides,  and  to  which  the  capturing  vessel  belongst. 
As  to  any  substantial  object  of  justice,  they  caa 
discover  none  which  is  so  gratified  by  the  pro- 
vision in  question,  as  to  render  a  compliance  with 
the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  captor,  in  this 
particular,  inexpedient;  the  question  in  contro- 
versy can  be  as  justly  decided  in  one  district  as 
another,  in  which  respect  no  preference  can  be 
presumed  in  law,  and  none  can  be  jastly  given ; 
and  the  inconvenience  from  the  present  arrange- 
ment is  so  sensibly  felt,  that  it  will  frequently 
happen  that  prizes  will  incur  thetisk  of  re-captare, 
from  a  longer^  voyage,  rather  than  pot  into  a 
near  American  port,  at  which  the  rights  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs  and  of  the  court  may  com- 
pel her  to  remain,  although  it  may  be  to  the  in- 
terest of  all  concerned  that  she  should  proceed  to 
another  port.  Your  memoria lists j  therefore,  pray 
that  captors  be  permitted,  by  law,  to  take  their 
prizes  trom  one>  port  of  the  United  States  to 
another,  under  such  precautioits  and  limitatioas 
as  to  the  wisdom  of  Congess  may  appear  ex- 
pedient. 

Your  memorialists  would  farther  submit  to 
the  eonsideratioQ  of  Ooagresa  the  propriety  of  a 
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legal  provision  that  the  agents  of  the  captors 
should,  in  cases  where  the  prize  is  sold  on  a 
credit,  be  entitled  to  receive  the  notes  or  other 
securities  which  have  been  received  upon  such 
sales  by  the  respective  marshals  of  districtSj  pre- 
viously securinig  to  the  officers  their  fees  and 
commissions ;  such  a  provision,  enabling  the  per- 
son specially  appointed  by  the  captors  to  receive 
the  proceeds,  would  put  it  in  his  power  in  most 
instances  to  pay  off  the  officers  and  seamen  be- 
fore the  terms  of  credit  expired,  and  thus  prevent 
the  inconvenience  and  loss  arising  from  the  delay. 
And  as  the  agents  of  the  owners  are  in  general 
the  agents  of  the  officers  and  crew,  there  can  be 
no  just  exception  to  the  law  at  once  intrusting 
them  with  the  possescfion  of  those  funds  which 
must  finally  come  into  their  hands,  through  the 
medium  of  the  clerks  of  the  courts.  Your  me- 
morialists would  likewise  suggest  that  the  mar- 
shal's commission  on  the  sale  of  prize  goods, 
which  is  charged  upon  the  gross  amount  of  sales, 
is  peculiarly  burdensome  to  the  captor,  in  all 
cases  where  the  United  Stages  receive  the  greater 
part  of  the  proceeds  by  way  of  duties,  as  such 
commissions  come  entirely  out  of  the  pocket  of 
the  captors,  and  not  un frequently  amount  to  five 
or  six  per  centum  on  the  sum  which  they  are 
entitled  to  receive,  after  the  deduction  of  duties. 
Your  memorialists  conceive  that  in  justice  they 
should  only  be  chargeable  with  marshal's  com- 
mission on  the  sum  by  them  actually  received. 

Wherefore  your  memorialists  pray  that  Con- 
gress, taking  into  consideration  the  various  griev- 
ances of  which  they  have  herein  complained, 
will  pass  a  law  or  laws  giving  them  such  relief 
in  the  premises  as  to  the  justice  and  the  fair  de- 
mands of  your  memorialists  may  be  due. 
Robert  Patterson,       John  Snyder, 
Jeremiah  Sullivan^     P.  A.  Karthaus, 
C.  Deshon,  Thomas  Sheppard, 

Thomas  Tenant,        James  Ramsey, 
Lemuel  Taylor,         Thomas  Hutchins,  Jr. 
A.  Clopper,  Wm.  F.  Graham, 

Thorndick  Chase,      Charles  Qwinn,  db  Co. 
J.  W.  Patterson,         Christian  Keller, 
William  Price,  Francis  Formao, 

William  HolHos,       Briscoe  db  Partridge, 
Ch.  F.  Ealkman,       George  Stiles, 
F.  db  A.  Schwartz,    John  Diffenderffer, 
John  M'Kim,  Jr.        John  W.  Gleon, 
Hollins  db  M'Blair,    Charles  Diffenderffer, 
Arehd.  Kerr,  Jacob  Boyer. 


RB-ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  NAVY  DEPART- 
MENT, dfcc. 

[Communicated  to  the  Honse^  Fabraary  6,  1813.] 

Navt  Dbpartmbht,  Feb.  2, 1813. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  revive  the  suggestions  I 
had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  in  conversation 
relative  to  the  better  organization  of  the  Navy 
Department ;  and  though  it  would  be  premature 
in  me  to  offer  any  general  system  of  improve- 
ment, yet,  in  my  view,  there  are  some  prominent 


defects  in  the  establishment^  which  are  suscepti- 
ble of  a  simple  remedy,  similar,  to  that  of  which 
necessity  urged  the  adoption  in  relation  to  the 
War  Department. 

The  vital  error  appears  to  me  to  consist  in  load- 
ing the  Chief  of  the  Department  with  the  cogni- 
zance of  details^  and  with  the  execution  of  duties 
which  divert  his  attention  from  the  sound  direc- 
tion of  the  great  and  efficient  objects  of  the  es- 
tablishment; or  the  inevitable  alternative  is  to 
submit  ihe  execution  of  those  duties  to  subordi- 
nate agents,  whose  responsibility  does  not  afford 
a  sufficient  guarantee  to  the  public  for  the  judi- 
cious and  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust.  Of 
this  nature  is  the  duty  of  forming  contracts,  mak- 
ing purchases,  and  the  effective  control  and  ac- 
countability of  navy  agents,  now  spread  over  the 
interior  as  well  as  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  which 
I  conceive  would  employ  to  great  public  advan- 
tage a  distinct  department,  directed  by  a  re* 
sponsible  and  able  head.  If,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  Navy,  this  view  of  the  subject  is  in  any 
degree  correct,  the  increase,  as  now  provided  for 
by  law,  must  render  it  indispensable. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  the  idea 
of  a  Naval  Purveyor's  department,  with  depu- 
ties, as  many  as  may  be  necessary,  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  President  to  the  Senate.  The  Pur- 
veyor to  reside  in  some  of  our  central  seaport 
towns,  where  the  state  of  the  market,  and  the  in- 
formation neoessarv  to  form  contracts  to  advan- 
tage, can  be  best  known,  and  effected  with  the 
best  security  $  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy  retain- 
ing the  control  and  general  direction  or  all  im* 
portant  contracts  to  be  formed  by  the  Purveyor* 

Permit  me  also  to  ask  of  you  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  increasing  the  appropriation  for  clerks 
in  the  Navy  Department,  so  as  to  admit  of  the 
addition  of  two  able  clerks  to  the  number  now 
employed.  I  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  cf 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  aoditional 
number  of  captains,  in  anticipation  of  those  au- 
thorized by  the  act  lor  building  the  seventy-fours. 
There  is  not  now  a  single  vacancy;  and,  unless 
a  captain  is  taken  from  oob  of  the  navy  yards, 
there  is  no  commander  for  the  Macedonian,  al- 
though a  distinguished  master  commandant  has 
been  designated  for  that  promotion  and  command; 
indeed,  we  have  none  to  provide  for  casualties,  or 
the  fate  of  battle. 

I  would  also  draw  your  attention  to  a  species 
of  force  of  vast  importance  for  short  coasting 
coarofs,  as  well  as  lor  the  annoyance  of  the  en- 
emy. I  mean  corvettes,  such  as  the  Hornet,  or 
rather  larger,  ^such  as  the  enemy  employ.)  Of 
this  valuable  class  of  vessels  we  are  almost  des- 
titute. I  think  six  vessels  of  this  class  would  be 
desirable;  they  can  be  built  by  contract  on  fa- 
vorable terms,  and  in  service  in  four  months. 
Orders  have  been  ffiven  to  construct  and  equip 
two  corvettes  at  Brie,  and  one  at  Sackeu's  Har^ 
bor,  with  a  view  to  the  complete  command  of 
the  whole  of  ttie  lakes.  I  think,  sir,  the  public 
could  be  amply  remunerated  for  the  additional 
six  corvettes,  by  a  reduction  of  the  number  of 
gunboats  now  in  service,  and  the  officers  and 
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crews  of  those  that  may  be  retained,  io  situatioos 
admitting  of  such  dimiDution.     I  have,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  JONES. 
Hod.  BnawBLL  Basbbtt. 


Navy  Department,  Feb.  3. 1813. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  the  note  I  had  toe  honor 

to  address  4o  yoo  on  the instant,  permit  me 

to  add  that  the  authority  to  increase  the  number 
of  captains  is  equally  applicable  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  Adams  frigate,  intended  for  Cap- 
tain Morris,  who  is  not  yet  appointed,  and  (or 
whom  there  is  no  vacanc^. 

I  also  pray  your  attention  to  a  subject  which 
menaces  the  service  with  serious  inconyenience. 
Offences  committed  on  board  privateers  are  to  be 
tried  by  naval  courts  martial;  two  have  been 
called  for  and  ordered  since  I  have  been  in  office. 
It  is  at  all  times  inconvenient  and  expensive  to 
institute  these  tribunals,  and,  in  many  cases,  may 
be  iinpracticable ;  meanwhile,  the  accused  n^ay 
be  sufiferingthe  rigors  of  an  unjust  imprisonment, 
and  the  frequency  of  offences  or  charges  may 
create  very  serious  evils.  Indeed,  a  case  has  al- 
ready occurred,  in  which  an  individual  has  suf- 
fered several  months'  close  confinement,  waiting 
trial.    Cannot  some  other  tribunal  be  substituted  ? 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JONES. 


Navt  Departmeiit,  Feb,  4, 1813. 

Sir  :  Upon  more  mature  reflection  and  inves- 
ti^tion,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  it  will  for 
this  session  he  best  to  postpone  the  creation  of 
the  Purveyor's  office,  lest  it  should  militate  with 
some  of  the  arrangements  necessary  to  be  made 
at  an  early  period ;  and  during  the  recess,  I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  utility  of  the 
plan,  as  well  as  of  suggesting  some  improvements 
of  the  system.  All  that  will  be  necessary  at  pres- 
ent, will  be  to  provide  for  two  additional  clerks 
in  this  Department,  and  I  believe  they  are  really 
necessary.  I  would  propose  to  embrace  in  the 
appropriation  for  buildmg  and  equipping  the  sloops 
of  war,  the  whole  number  w hie h>  may  be  neces- 
sary both  on  the  lakes  and  the  sea,  by  a  section 
authorizing  the  building  — —  stoops  of  war,  (say 
ten  of  the  largest  class,;  and  a  section  appropria- 
ting, for  the  building  and  equipping  the  said 
sloops  of  war,  including  $200,000  for  expenses 
incurred  in  the  purchase  and  building  of  vessels 
on  the  lakes, dollars. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JONES. 

Hon.  B.  Babbett,  Chairman^  ^c» 


REFUSAL  TO  FURNISH  MILITIA. 

[Communicated  to  Congress,  Noyembor  6, 1812.] 
7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepresentaHveM  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  Department  of  War  and  the 


Governors  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  re- 
ferred to  in  my  Message  of  the  fourth  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
November  6, 1812. 


ICircular.'] 

War  Department,  April  15, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  upon  the  Executives  of  the 
several  States  to  take  effectual  measures  to  organ- 
ize, arm,  and  equip  according  to  law,  and  hold  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  their 
respective  proportions  of  one  hundred  thousand 
militia,  officers  included,  bj  virtue  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  passed  the  10th  instant,  entitled  ''  An 
act  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia 
of  the  United  States." 

This,  therefore,  is  to  require  your  Excellency 
to  take  effectual  measures  for  having  ten  thou- 
sand of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  (being  her 
quota)  detached,  and  duly  organized  in  compan- 
ies, battalions,  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions, 
within  the  shortest  period  that  circumstances  will 
permit,  and,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  the  follow- 
ing proportions  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry, 
viz :  One-twentieth  part  of  artillery,  one-twen- 
tieth part  of  cavalry,  and  the  residue  infantry. 
There  will,  however,  be  no  objection,  on  the  part 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  ad- 
mission of  a  proportion  of  riflemen,  duly  organized 
in  distinct  corps,  and  not  exceeding  one-tenth 
part  of  the  whole  quota  of  the  States,  respect- 
ively. Each  corps  should  be  properly  armed 
and  equipped  for  actual  service. 

When  the  detachment  and  organization  shall 
have  been  effected,  the  respective  corps  will  be 
exercised  under  the  officers  set  over  them,  but 
will  not  remain  embodied,  or  be  considered  as  in 
actual  service,  until,  by  subseouent*  orders,  they 
shall  "be  directed  to  take  the  field. 

Your  Excellency  will  please  to  direct  that  cor- 
rect muster  rolls  and  inspection  returns  be  made 
of  the  several  corps,  and  that  copies  thereof  be 
transmitted  to  this  Department,  as  early  as  pos- 
sible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc, 

W.  EUSTIS. 

His  Excellency  the 

Governor  of  Masaachuaetts, 

[A  similar  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Govern- 
ors of  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and  New 
Hampshire.] 

War  Department,  June  12, 1812. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  request 
your  Excellency  to  order  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates,  on  the  requisition  of  Major  General 
Dearborn,  such  part  of  the  quota  of  militia  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  detached  conformably 
to  the  act  of  April  10th,  1812,  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  seacoast. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

W.  EUSTIS. 
His  Excellency  Caleb  Strong. 

Governor  of  Manacmaetta. 
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Head  CIdabtbrb,  Boston,  June  32, 1812. 

Sia:  I  hare  received  instructions  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  on  your 
Excellency  for  such  part  of  the  quota  of  militia 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  detached  con- 
formably to  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  10th, 
1812,  as  I  may  deem  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
the  seacoast;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  of  re- 
questing your  Excellency  to  order  fourteen  com- 
panies of  artillery,  and  twenty-seren  companies 
of  infantry,  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  in  this 
State,  and  the  harbor  of  Newport. 

The  companies  are  intended  for  the  follow- 
ing ports  and  harbors,  viz :  Passamaquoddy,  one 
company  of  artillery,  and  four  companies  of  in- 
fantry, with  a  full  complement  of  officers,  to  be 
commanded  by  a  major;  Marblehead,  Salem, 
Oape  Ann,  and  Newburyport,  two  companies  of 
artillery  and  two  companies  df  infantry ;  Boston, 
four  companies  of  artillery  and  eight  companies 
of  infantry,  with  one  lieutenant  colonel  comman- 
dant and  one  major ;  and  eight  compiuiies  of  in- 
fantry for  the  defence  of  Rhode  Island. 

Having  received  official  lYiformation  that  war 
has.  been  declared  by  Congress  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, your  Excellency  will  perceive  the  expediency 
of  giving  facility  to  such  measures  as  the  crisis 
demands ;  and^  as  the  defence  of  the  seacoast  of 
New  England  is.  at  present,  confided  to  my  direc- 
tion, I  sluill,  with  confidence,  rely  on  all  the  aid 
and  support  that  the  respective  Governors  can 
affiird,  and  more  especially  on  that  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  important  State  of  Massachusetts ; 
and  I  shall,  at  all  times,  receive,  with  the  greatest 
pleasure,  any  advice  or  information  that  your 
Eixeellency  may  be  pleased  to  communicate* 

With  respectful  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  H.  DEARBORN. 

His  Ex'cy  Calbb  Strong, 
Governor  of  MaseachuBette. 

Omitted  in  the  above: — Machias,  one  company 
of  artillery  ;  Penobscot,  one  company  of  artillery 
and  two  companies  of  infantry,  to  he  commanded 
by  a  major;  Wiseasset  and  Damariscotta.  two 
companies  of  artillery,  one  each ;  Kennebunk, 
one  companj*  of  artillery;  Portland,  two  com- 
panies of  artillery  and  three  companies  of  infan- 
try, to  be  commanded  by  a  major. 


Boston,  June  26^  1812. 

Sir:  Not  having  received  any  notice  from 
your  Excellency,  or  the  Adjutant  General,  of 
what  measures  have  been  taken  for  calling  into 
the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  defence 
of  our  seacoast,  the  companies  of  detached  mili- 
tia, proposed  in  a  note  I  had  the  honor  of  address- 
ing to  your  Excellency,  on  the  22d  instant,  a 
sense  of  duty  compels  me  to  solicit  such  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  as  the  urgency  of  the  case, 
demands ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  no  unneces- 
sary delay  will  disappoint  my  anxious  desire  for 
as  early  information  as  circumstances  will  admit. 
With  respect,  d^c.         H.  DEARBORN. 

His  Exc'y  UALfen  Strong,  dbc. 


Boston,  June  26, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter,  of  this  day, 
in  which  you  request  information  of  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  for  calling  the  militia  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  % 

I  find  that  Governor  Gerry,  on  the  25th  April 
last,  ordered  that  ten  thousand  men  should  be  de- 
tached from  the  militia  of  this  State ;  but,  I  am 
informed  by  the  Adjutent  General,  that  the  re- 
turns of  those  detachments  have  not  come  to  hand, 
except  in  a  very  few  instances. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant 

CALEB  STRONG. 

To  Major  Gleneral  Dearborn. 


War  Department,  July  21, 1812. 

Sir:  By  information  received  from  Major 
General  Dearborn,  it  appears  that  the  detach- 
ments from  the  militia  of  Massachusetts,  for  the 
defence  of  the  maritime  frontier,  required  by  him 
under  the  authority  of  the  President,  by  virtue  of 
the  act  of  the  10th  of  April,  1812,  have  not  been 
marched  to  the  several  stations  assigned  them. 

Inasmuch  as  longer  delay  may  be  follawed 
with  distress  to  a  certain  portion  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  and  with  injurious  consequences  to  our 
country,  I  am  commanded,  by  the  President,  to 
inform  your  Excellency,  that  this  arrangement 
of  the  militia  was  prepisratory  to  the  march  of 
the  regular  troops  to  the  Northern  frontier.  The 
exigencies  of  the  service  have  required,  and  or^ 
ders  have  accordingly  been  given  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Dearborn,  to  move  the  regular  troops  to 
that  frontier,  leaving  a  sufficient  number  to  man 
the  guns  in  the  garrisons  on  the  seaboard*  The 
execution  of  this  order  increases,  as  your  Excel- 
lency cannot  fail  to  observe,  the  necessity  of 
hastening  the  detached  militia  to  their  several 
posts,  as  assigned  by  Gteaeral  Dearborn,  in  which 
case,  thejr  will,  of  course,  be  considered  in  the  acr 
tual  service  and  pay  of  the  United  States. 

The  danger  of  invasion,  which  existed  at  the 
time  of  issuing  the  order  of  the  President,  in- 
creases, and  I  am  specially  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  urge  the  consideration  to  your  Excel- 
lency, as  requiring  the  necessary  order  to  be  given 
for  the  immediate 'march  of  the  several  detach- 
ments specified  by  General  Dearborn,  to  their 
respective  posts.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

W.  EUSTIS. 

His  Exc'y  Caleb  Strong, 

Governor  of  MoMochueetts. 


Boston,  August  5, 1812. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  July,  when  at 
Northampton,  and  the  next  day  came  to  Boston. 
The  people  of  this  State  appear  to  be  under  no 
apprehension  of  an  invasion ;  several  towns,  in- 
deed, on  the  seacoast,  soon  after  the  declaration 
of  war,  applied  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for 
arms  and  ammunition,  similar  to  the  articles  of 
that  kind  which  had  blsen  delivered  to  them  by 
the  State,  in  the  course  of  the  last  war;  |ind,  in 
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tome  iBstaaees,  they  were  sapplied  according] 7. 
But  they  expressed  qo  desire  that  any  part  of  the 
militia  shooid  be  called  out  for  their  defence,  and, 
IB  some  cases,  we  were  assured  such  a  measure 
would  be  disagreeable  to  them. 

You  obserfe,  io  your  last  leUer,  that  the  danger 
of  iBvasioD  which  existed  at  the  time  of  issuing 
the  order  of  the  President,  increases.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  infer  from  tfais  expression,  thai:  in 
your  opinion,  that  danger  is  now  very  consider- 
able, as  the  President's  order  must  have  been  is- 
sued before  war  was  declared,  your  former  letter 
being  dated  the  12th  of  June,  and  General  Dear- 
born\  who  was  then  at  Boston,  on  the  22d  of 
that  month ;  besides,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed 
that,  if  this  State  had  been  in  great  danger  of  in- 
vasion, the  troops  would  have  been  called  from 
hence  to  carry  on  offensive  operations  in  a  dis- 
Unt  Province.  However,  as  it  was  understood 
that  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  bad,  by  proc- 
lamation, forbid  any  incursions  or  depredations 
upon  our  territories,  and  as  an  opinion  generally 
prevailed  that  the  Governor  had  no  authority  to 
call  the  militia  into  actual  service,  unless  one  of 
the  exigencies  contemplated  by  the  Constitution 
exists,  1  thought  it  expedieirt  to  call  the  Council 
together,  and,  having  laid  before  them  your  letter, 
and  those  I  had  received  from  General  Dearborv, 
I  requested  their  advice  on  the  subject  of  them. 

Tne  Council  advised,  that  they  are  unable,  from 
a  view  of  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States, 
and  the  letters  aforesaid,  to  perceive  that  any  ex- 
igencT  exists,  which  can  render  it  advisable  to 
comply  with  the  said  requisition.  But  as,  upon 
important  questions  of  law,  and  upon  solemn 
occasions,  the  Governor  and  Council  have  au- 
thority to  require  the  opinion  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  it  is  advisable  to 
request  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon 
the  following  questions : 

^*  1st.  Whether  the  commanders-in-chief  of  the 
militia  of  the  several  Sutes  have  a  right  to  de- 
termine whether  any  of  the  exigencies  contem- 
plated by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
exist,  so  as  to  require  them  to  place  the  militia,  or 
any  part  of  it;  in  the  service  oi^  the  United  States, 
at  the  request  of  the  President,  to  be  commanded 
by  him,  pursuant  to  acts  of  Congress  ? 

''2d.  whether,  when  either  of  the  exigeBcies 
exist,  authorizing  the  employing  of  the  muitia  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  militia  thus 
employed  can  be  lawfully  commanded  by  any 
officer  but  of  the  militia,  except  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States?" 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  answers  g^ven  by  the 
judges  to  these  questions.  Since  the  Council 
were  called,  a  person  deputed  by  the  towns  of 
Eastport  and  Robinston,  on  our  Eastern  bound- 
ary, at  Passamaquoddy,  applied  to  me,  represent- 
ing that  they  had  no  apprehensions  of  invasion 
by  an  authorized  British  force,  but  that  there 
were  many  lawless  people  on  the  borders  from 
whom  they  were  in  danger  of  predatory  incur- 
sions, and  requesting  that  they  might  be  fur- 
nished with  seme  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
hat  three  companies  of  militia  might  be  called 


out  for  their  protection.  The  Covucil 
that  they  should  be  aopplied  with  such  nrms  and 
ammunition  as  were  neceaaary  for  their  preaeot 
defence,  which  has  been  ordered*  They  also  ad- 
vised me  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  three  companies  of  the  detached  militia, 
for  the  purposes  above  mentioned.  I  have  this 
day  issued  an  order  for  calling  out  three  cdnpa* 
nies  of  the  detached  militia,  to  be  marehed,  forth- 
with, to  Passaoiaquoddy,  and  to  be  commanded 
by  a  major.  Two  of  the  companies  will  be  sta*^. 
tinned  at  Eastport,  and  one  company  at  Robin- 
ston, until  the  President  shall  otherwise  direet. 

I  have  no  intention  officiously  to  iaterfere  in 
the  measures  of  the  General  Gtovo^nmenc,  but  if 
the  President  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  aito- 
atioB  of  this  State^  I  think  he  would  have  no 
wish  to  call  our  militia  into  service  in  the  num- 
ner  proposed  by  Cknerai  Dearborn. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  enemy  will  find  it 
difficult  to  spare  troops  sufficient  for  the  defence 
of  their  own  territory,  and  predatory  ineorMOOo 
are  not  likely  to  take  place  in  this  State:  for,  at 
every  point,  except  Paasanaquoddy,  which  can 
present  no  object  to  those  incursions,  the  people 
are  too  numerous  to  be  attacked  by  such  partiea 
as  generally  engage  in  expeditions  of  tliat  kiod. 

Geaeral  beanmn  proposed  that  the  detached 
militia  should  be  atattooed  at  only  a  few  of  the 
ports  and  places  on  the  coast;  from  the  real, a  part 
of  their  militia  were  to  be  called  away.  This 
cireumstanee  would  increase  their  danger;  it 
would  invite  the  aggressions  of  the  enemy,  and 
diminish  their  power  of  resistance. 

The  whole  coast  of  Cape  Cod  is  exposed,  as 
much  as  any  part  of  the  State^  to  depredacioaa; 
part  of  the  mintia  most,  aecm^ding  to  this  detaeli- 
mg  order,  be  marched  from  their  homes;  and  yet, 
no  place  in  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth  is  assM- 
ed  to  be  the  rendezvoiis  of  any  of  the  detached 
militia. 

Every  barbo^  or  port  within  the  State  haa  a 
compact  settlement,  and,  ffenerally,  the  country 
around  the  harbors  is  popiuotts»  The  places  con- 
templated in  Gteneral  Dearborn's  specification,  aa 
the  rendezvous  of  the  detached  militia,  excepiiiijg 
in  one  or  two  instances, contain  more  of  the  mili- 
tia than  the  portion  of  the  detached  militia  as- 
signed to  them.  The  militia  are  well  organized, 
and  would  undoubtedly  prefer  to  defend  their  fire- 
sides, in  company  with  their  friends,  under  their 
own  officers,  rather  than  to  be  marched  to  some 
distant  place,  while  strangersmight  be  introduced 
to  take  their  places  at  home. 

In  Boston,  the  militia  are  well  disciplined,  and 
could  be  mustered  in  an  hour  upon  any  signal  of 
an  approaching  enemy,  and  in  six  hours  the  neigh- 
boring towns  would  poor  in  a  greater  force  than 
any  invading  enemy  will  bring  against  it. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  Salem,  Marble- 
head,  and  Newburyport,  places  whose  harbors 
render  an  invasion  next  to  impossible.  In  all  of 
them,  there  are,  in  addition  to  the  common  mili- 
tia, independent  corps  of  infantry  and  artillery, 
well  disciplined  and  equipped,  and  ready,  both  m 
disposition  and  means,  to  repair  to  any  place 
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where  iiiTation  maf  be  threatened,  and  able  to 
repel  h,  except  it  should  be  made  bf  a  fleet  of 
heary  ships,  against  which  nothing  perhaps  but 
strong  fortifications,  garrisoned  bj  regular  troope, 
would  proTe  any  defence,  until  tne  enemy  should 
land,  when  the  entire  militia  would  be  prepared 
to  meet  them. 

Kennebunk  is  unassailable  by  anything  but 
botts,  which  the  numerous  armed  population  is 
competent  to  resist.  Portland  has  a  militia,  and 
independent  corps, .  sufBciently  numerous  for  its 
defence ;  and  the  same  is  the  ease  with  Wiscas* 
set  and  Castine. 

Against  predatory  incursions,  the  militia  of 
each  place  would  be  able  to  defend  their  proper- 
ty, and^  in  a  very  short  time,  they  would  be  aided, 
if  necessary,  by  the  militia  of  the  surrounding 
country.  In  case  of  a  more  serious  invasion, 
whole  brigades  or  divisions  could  be  collected, 
seasonably,  for  defence.  Indeed,  considering  the 
state  of  the  militia  in  this  Commonwealth,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  detaching  a  part 
of  it,  and  distributing  it  into  small  portions,  will 
tend  to  impair  the  defensive  power. 

I  have  thus  freely  expressed  to  yon  my  own 
sentiments)  and,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  they  are 
the  sentiments  of  the  best  informed  men.  I  am 
fully  disposed  to  aflbrd  all  the  aid  to  the  measures 
of  the  National  Government  which  theConstitn- 
tion  requires  of  me ;  but  1  presume  it  will  not  be 
expected,  or  desired,  that  t  shall  fail  in  the  duty 
which  I  owe  to  the  people  of  this  State,  who  have 
confided  their  interests  to  my  care. 

I  am,  sir,  dtc.  CALEB  STRONG. 

Hon.  W.  EusTiB.  Secretary  of  War. 


To  Am  BxulUney  the  Ooffemor,  and  the  honorable  the 
CouneUof  the  Commonwealth  of  Miu$aehueeite. 

The  undersigned.  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Ju- 
dicial Court,  have  considered  the  questions  pro- 
posed by  your  Excellency  and  Honors  for  tneir 
opinion. 

By  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  the  author- 
ity of  commanding  the  militia  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  vested  exclusively  in  the  Governor, 
who  has  all  the  powers  incident  to  the  office  of 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  is  to  exercise  them 
peraoDally,  or  by  subordinate  officers  under  his 
command,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  tbe  land. 

While  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  re- 
mained in  the  exercise  of  these  powers,  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  was  ratified,  by  which  was 
vested  in  the  Congress  a  power  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
TasionS)  and  to  provide  for  governing  such  parts 
of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  tbe  service  of  the 
United  States,  reserving  to  the  States,  respect- 
ivelVi  the  appointment  of  the  officers. 

The  Federal  Constitution  further  provides  that 
the  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  mil- 
itia of  tbe  several  States^  when  called  into  the 
actoal  service  of  the  United  States* 


On  tbe  construction  of  the  Federal  and  State 
Constitutions  must  depend  the  answers  to  the 
several  questions  proposed.  As  the  militia  of  the 
several  States  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  for  tbe  three  specific  purposes 
of  executing  the  laws  of  the  Union^  of  suppress- 
ing insurrections,  and  of  repelling  invasions,  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  is  requested  whether  the 
commanders-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  the  several 
States  have  a  right  to  determine  whether  any  of 
the  exigencies  aforesaid  exist,  so  as  to  require 
them  to  place  the  militia,  or  any  part  of  it,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  at  the  request  of 
the  President,  to  be  commanded  by  him  pursuant 
to  acts  of  Congress. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  that  this 
ri^ht  19  vested  in  the  commanders-in-chief  of  the 
militia  of  the  several  States. 

The  Federal  Constitution  provides  that,  when- 
ever either  of  these  exigencies  exists,  the  militia 
may  be  employed,  pursuant  to  some  act  of  Con- 
gress, in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  but  no 
power  is  given,  either  to  the  President,  or  to  the 
Congress,  to  determine  that  either  of  the  said 
exigencies  do  in  fact  exist.  As  this  power  is  not 
delegated  to  the  United  States,  by  the  Federal 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it,  to  the  States, 
it  is  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively ;  and, 
from  the  nature  of  the  power,  it  must  be  exer- 
cised by  those  with  whom  the  States  have,  re- 
spectively, intrusted  the  chief  command  of  the 
militia. 

It  is  the  duty  of  these  commanders  to  execute 
this  important  trust  agreeably  to  tbe  laws  of  their 
several  States,  respectively,  without  reference  to 
the  taws,  or  officers,  of  the  United  States,  in  all 
cases  except  those  specially  provided  in  the  Fede- 
ral Constitution.  They  must,  therefore,  deter- 
mine when  either  of  the  special  cases  exist  oblig- 
ing them  tt>  relinquish  the  Execution  of  this  trust, 
and  to  render  themselves,  and  the  militia,  subject 
to  the  command  of  the  President.  A  dlfTerent 
construction,  giving  to  Congress  the  right  to  de* 
termine  when  these  special  cases  exist,  author- 
izing them  to  call  forth  tbe  whole  of  the  militia, 
and  taking  them  from  the  commanders-in-chief 
of  the  several  States,  and  subjecting  them  to  the 
command  of  the  President,  would  place  all  the 
militia,  in  effect,  at  the  will  of  Congress,  and 
produce  a  military  consolidation  of  tbe  States, 
without  any  Constitutional  remedy,  against  the 
intentions  of  the  people  when  ratifying  the  Con- 
stitution. Indeed,  since  passing  the  act  of  Conn 
gress,  of  February  28tb,  1795,  c.  101,  vesting  in 
the  President  the  power  of  calling  forth  the  mil- 
itia, when  the  exigencies  mentioned  in  the  Con« 
stitution  shall  exist,  if  the  President  has  the 
power  of  determining  when  those  exigencies  ex- 
ist, the  militia  of  the  several  States  is  in  effect 
at  his  command  and  subject  to  his  control. 

No  inconveniences  can  reasonably  be  presumed 
to  result  from  the  construction,  which  vests  in 
the  commanders-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  the 
several  States,  the  ri^ht  of  determining  wben  the 
exigencies  exist,  obliging  them  to  place  tbe  mil- 
itia in  the  service  of  the  United  States.    These 
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ezigeMies  are  of  inch  a  nature  that  the  existence 
of  them  can  be  easily  aseertained  by,  or  made 
known  to,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia, 
and  when  ascertained,  the  public  interest  will  pro- 
duce prompt  obedience  to  the  acts  of  Congress. 

Another  question  proposed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  judges,  is,  whether,  when  either  of  the  exi- 
gencies exist  authorizing  the  employing  of  the 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the 
militia  thus  employed  can  be  lawfully  command- 
ed by  any  officer  but  of  the  militia,  except  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States? 

The  Federal  Constitution  declares  that  the 
President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States.  He  may  undoubted- 
ly exercise  this  command  by  officers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  by  him  commissioned  ac- 
cording to  law.  The  President  is  also  declared 
to  be  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  Slates,  when  called  into  the  actual 
seryiee  of  the  United  States.  The  officers  of  the 
militia  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Siatee,  and  the 
President  may  exercise  his  command  of  the  mili- 
tia by  officers  of  the  militia  duly  appointed. 

But  we  know  of  no  Constitutional  provision 
authorizing  any  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  command  the  militia,  or  authorizing 
any  officer  of  the  militia  to  command  the  Army 
of  the  United  States.  The  Congress  may  pro- 
Tide  laws  for  the  government  of  the  militia,  when 
in  actual  service,  but  to  extend  this  power  to  the 
placing  them  under  the  command  of  an  officer 
not  of  the  militia,  except  the  President,  would 
render  nugatory  the  provision,  that  the  militia  are 
to  have  officers  appointed  by  the  States. 

The  union  of  the  militia  in  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States  with  troops  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  to  form  one  army,  seems  to  be  a 
case  not  provided  for,  or  contemplated,  in  the 
Constitution.  It  is,  therefore,  not  within  our  de- 
partment to  determine  on  whom  the  command 
would  devolve,  on  such  an  emergency,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  President;  whether  one  officer,  either 
of  the  militia,  or  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  settled  according  to  military  rank, 
should  command  the  whole;  whether  the  oorps 
must  be  commanded  by  their  respective  officers, 
actinfl:  in  concert  as  allied  forces ;  or  what  other 
expedient  should  be  adopted,  are  questions  to  be 
answered  by  others. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  the  distance  of  the 
other  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  ren- 
ders it  impracticable  to  obtain  their  opinions,  sea- 
sonably, upon  the  questions  submitted. 

THEOPHILUS  PARSONS, 
SAMUEL  SEWALL, 
ISAAC  PARKER. 


Boston,  August  21, 1812. 
Sir:  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
5tli  of  August,  that  I  had  that  day  issued  an  or- 
der for  calling  out  three  companies  of  the  detach- 
ed militia,  to  be  marched  immediately  to  Passa- 
maquoddy,for  the  defence  of  that  frontier,  and  to 
be  commanded  by  a  major.    In  my  instructions 


to  Major  General  Sewall,  to  be  communicated  to 
the  major  to  be  designated  by  him,  I  directed  that 
two  of  the  companies  should  be  stationed  at  East- 
port  and  one  company  at  Robinston,^ until  the 
President  should  direct  otherwise,  unless,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  major,  with  the  advice  of  Briga- 
dier General  Brewer,  who  lives  at  Robioston,  and 
to  whom  I  wrote  on  the  subject,  should  think  a 
different  disposition^  of  the  companies  would  be 
more  advantageous. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  General 
Sewall,  dated  the  17th  instant,  in  which  he  says 
that  he  had  designated  the  detached  company  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Eastport,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Thomas  Vose,  junior,  of  Rob- 
inston.  The  detached  company  in  the  interior 
neighborhood  of  Penobscot  river,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Joshua  Chamberlain,  of  Orrioff- 
ton,  and  the  detached  company  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood, under  the  command  of  Cap  tain  Thomas 
George,  of  Brewer,  to  form  a  battalion,  to  be 
commanded  by  Major  Nathan  Low,  of  Deer  Isle, 
and  directed  them  to  march  immediately  to  Bast- 
port,  and  that  they  -  would  probably  march  the 
next  day.  I  shall  immediately  write  to  Major 
LoW)  and  direct  him  to  conform  to  the  above  in- 
structions, in  disposing  of  the  companies,  until 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  other- 
wise direct. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

CALEB  STRONG. 

Hon.  Wm.  Bubtis,  Secretary  of  War, 


Northampton,  Sept,  10.  1813. 

Sir:  I  received  this  morning  a  letter  from  Ma- 
jor General  Sewall,  dated  the  first  of  this  month, 
in  which  he  mentioned  that  the  detached  troops, 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Penobscot,  had  marched 
to  Eastport,  five  or  six  days  before  that  time, 
with  their  adjutant  and  quartermaster,  but  that 
Major  Low,  who  was  appointed  to  command 
them,  had  been  released  from  that  service  on  ac- 
count of  bodily  infirmity,  and  that  Major  Jacob 
Ulmer,  of  Lincolnville,  was  appointed  in  his  room, 
and  had  been  notified  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Eastport. 

General  Sewall  observes  that  application  had 
been  made  to  him  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
missary and  surgeon,  for  the  po^t  at  Eastport, 
and  if  those  appointments,  or  either  of  them,  are 
thought  necessary,  he  proposes  Mr.  Chevy,  aa 
officer  of  the  artillery,  for  the  former,  and  Doctor 
Bastow.  a  surgeon  in  the  militia,  for  the  latter, 
both  inhabitants  of  Eastport. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  moat 
obedient  servanL 

CALEB  STRONG. 
Hon.  Wm.  EuBTis,  Secretary  of  War, 


Lyme,  April  20, 1812. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  this  morning  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  15ih  instant,  containing  the 
directions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  detaching  three  thousand  of  the  militia  oi 
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this  Slate,  agreeabljr  ta  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  10th  instant.  The  act  itself 
has  not  been  received,  and  it  will  be  very  satis- 
factory to  me  to  receive  a  copy  of  it  by  the  next 
mail  from  yodr  department.  In  the  meantime 
every  preparation  will  be  made  for  detaching  the 
officers  and  men,  agreeably  to  the  directions  al- 
ready received*    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ROGER  QRISWOLD. 

Hon.  SfiCBBTART  OF  WaR. 


War  Department,  June  12,  1812. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  bv  the  President  to  request 
your  Excellency  to  order  into  the  service  of  the 
united  Slates,  on  the  requisition  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Dearborn,  sach  part  of  the  quota  of  militia 
firom  the  State  of  Connecticut,  detached  con- 
formably to  the  act  of  April  10,  1812,  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  seacoast. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

W.  EUSTIS. 
His  Ex'cy  Roo&r  Griswold, 

Governor  of  Connecticut . 


Lymb,  June  17, 1812. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  this  afternooa  to 
receive  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  eomminni- 
cating  to  me  the  request  of  the  President  that  I 
would  order  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
pn  the  requisition  of  Major  General  Dearborn, 
s«eh  part  of  the  quota  of  militia  from  the  State 
of  Conaectieot,  detached  conformably  to  the  act 
of  Oongress  of  April  10th,  1812,  as  he  may  deem 
Beeessary  for  the  defence  of  the  seacoast. 

Id  obedience  to  which  request,  I  shall,  on  the 
teqmition  of  General  Dearborn,  execute  without 
delay  the  request  of  the  President. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
yoor  obedient  servant, 

ROGER  GRISWOLD. 

Hon.  Wm.  Bustis,  Secretary  of  War. 


SHARaN,  (Ct.,)  Jufy  2, 1812. 

8m:  His  Bzeellency  Governor  GriswDld  has 
received  from  Major  Gkneral  Heory  Dearborn  a 
letter^  under  date  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  re- 
■questang  that  five  companies  of  the  militia  of 
tliis  State,  detached  confonnably  to  the  aet  of 
CoBgress  of  April  10, 1812,  may  be  ordered  Into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  wit:  ''Two 
companies  of  artillery,  and  two  cptppanies  of  in- 
fantry, to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  the 
eoamanding  officer  at  Port  Trumbull,  near  New 
Lcmdoo,  and  one  company  of  artillery,  to  be  sta« 
tioued  at  the  battery  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor of  New  Haven.^ 

Impressed  with  the  deep  importance  of  the  re- 
q«iaitioa,  and  the  serious  cousideration  it  in- 
volves, his  Excellency  deemed  it  expedient  to 
convene  the  Council  at  Hartford,  on  Monday  the 
89tli  ultimo.  He  has  taken  their  advice  upon 
this  interesting  subject,  and  has  formed  his  own 
deliberate  opinion ;  but,  as  he  is  under  the  neoes- 
titf  oi  leaving  the  State,  on  a  jouraey  fyt  the 


recovery  of  his  health,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as 
Lieutenant  Grovernor,  to  communicate  to  yon  the 
result. 

The  assurance  contained  in  the  Gtovernor'a  let- 
ter of  the  17th  of  June  last,  in  answer  to  yours  of 
the  12th  of  the  same  month,  was  necessarily  given 
in  full  confidence  that  no  demand  would  be  made 
through  General  Dearborn,  but  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  His  Excellency  regrets  to  perceive 
that  the  present  requisition  is  supported  by  nei- 
ther. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  or-> 
dained  that  Congress  may  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions. 

Accordingly,  the  acts  of  Congress  of  February, 
1796,  and  of  Aprij,  1812,  do  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  in  the  exigencies  above  men- 
tioned. The  Governor  is  not  informed  of  any 
declaration  made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  notice  by  him  given,  tha^the  militia 
are  required  **to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Ui^ion, 
suppress  insurrections,  or  repel  invasions."  As, 
therefore,  none  of  the  contingencies  enumerated 
in  the  Constitution,  and  recognised  by  the  laws, 
are  shown  to  have  taken  place^  his  Excellency 
considers  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  no 
portion  of  the  mili/ia  of  this  State  can  be  with- 
drawn from  his  authority.  Further,  if  the  call 
had  been  justified  by  either  of  the  Constitutional 
exigencies  already  recited,  still,  in  the  view  of  his 
Excellency,  an  insuperable  objection  presents  it- 
self against  placing  the  men  under  the  immediate 
command  of  an  officer  or  officers  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States. 

The  appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  militia 
is  by  the  Constitution  expressly  reserved  ^  to  the 
States  respectively."  In  the  event  of  their  being 
called  into  the  actual  servics  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  ease  above  specified,  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  provide  for  their  being  called  forth  as 
militia,  furnished  with  proper  officers  by  the 
State.  And,  sir,  it  wiU  not  escape  your  notice, 
that  the  detachment  from  the  militia  of  this  StatCL 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  lOlh  of  April 
last^  is  reffularly  organized  into  a  division,  con- 
sisting of  brigades,  regiments,  battalion^  and 
companies,  and  suj^lied  according  to  law  with 
aU  the  necessary  officers.  His  Excellency  con- 
ceives, then,  that  an  order  to  detach  a  number  of 
companies  sufficient  for  the  command  of  a  bat- 
Mlion  officer,  and  place  them  under  th^  command 
of  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  cannot,  with 
propriety,  be  executed,  unless  he  were  also  pne- 
pared  to  admit  that  the  privates  may  be  separ- 
ated from  their  company  officers,  and  transferred 
into  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  thus  leav- 
ing the  officers  of  the  militia  without  any  com- 
mand, except  in  name ;  and  in  effect  impairia«, 
if  not  annihilating,  the  militia  itself,  so  sacredly 
guarantied  by  the  Constitution  to  the  several 
States.  Under  these  Impressions,  the  Gtovemor 
has  thought  proper,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  Council,  to  refuse  a  compliance  with  the  re- 
quisition <tf  Major  Cteneral  Dearborn. 
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His  Excelieocjr  u  fioeerelf  disposed  to  eom- 
pljr  promptly  with  ftil  the  GoDstitotiooal  requests 
of  the  National  Executive;  a  disposition  which 
bfts  erer  been  manifested  hj  the  GorerDmeot  of 
this  State;  aiKl  he  laments  the  occasion  which 
thus  compels  him  to  yield  obedience  to  the  para- 
mount authority  of  the  Constitution  and  laws. 
He  trusts  the  Qeneral  Government  Will  speedily 
provide  an  adequate  force  for  the  security  and 
protection  of  the  seacoast.  In  the  meantime, 
his  Bxeelleney  has  issued  the  necessary  orders  to 
the  general  officers  commanding  the  militia  in 
that  quarter  to  be  in  readiness  to  repel  any  inva- 
aiOB  which  may  be  attempted  upon  that  portion 
of  the  State,  aad  to  co-operate  with  such  part  of 
the  uatioBal  forces  as  shall  be  employed  tor  the 
same  purpose. 

With  gretLt  respect,  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
ycnr  obedient  and  very  humble  serraot, 

JOHN  COTTON  SMITH. 

Hon.  Wm.  Evstis,  Secretary  tf  War. 


Wam  Dbpabtmbmt,  July  14, 1812. 

Sib:  I  hftre  the  honor  to  mckaowledge  your 
letter  of  the  third  instant. 

The  absence  of  His  Excellency,  Qorernor 
Griswold,  on  account  of  ill  health,  is  seriousl  jr  to 
be  regretted,  particularly  at  this  important  crisis, 
when  his  prompt  assurances  of  obeying  the  requi- 
sition of  the  President,  to  call  into  the  service  €f[ 
the  United  States  such  detachments  of  militia 
as  might  be  required,  conformably  to  the  act  of 
April  10,  181d,  through  General  Dearborn,  are 
intercepted  and  aospended  by  your  Honor. 

The  reasons  assigned  for  refusing  to  execute 
the  engagements  of  his  Excellency,  Governor 
Grisw<3d,  appear  not  less  extraordinary  than  the 
net  itself. 

After  a  declaration  of  war  against  a  nation 
possessed  of  a  powerful  and  numerons  fleet,  a 
part  of  which  were  actually  on  our  coast,  bad 
been  promulpted,  and  officially  communicated 
to  the  Bxeotttire  of  the  State,  the  assertion  maie 
bf  your  Honor,  ^that  the  Governor  is  not  in* 
formed  that  the  United  Sutea  are  in  imminent 
danger  of  invasion,"  was  not  to  bare  been  cK^ 
pecMd.  To  remove  all  doubts  from  four  mind 
OB  this  subject,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Pieeident 
to  state  to  you,  that  such  danger  actually  exists: 
and  to  request  that  the  requisition  of  General 
Dearborn,  made  by  his  special  authority,  for  caU* 
tag  into  the  serrioe  of  the  United  Suies  certain 
decachittents  of  militia  from  the  State  of  Con* 
aactlcttt.  be  forthwith  carried  into  effect. 

The  right  of  the  State  to  officer  the  militia  is 
clearly  recognised  in  the  requisition  of  General 
Dearborn.  The  deuichments,  when  marched  to 
the  sereral  posts  assigned  them,  with  their  pro* 
per  officers,  appointed  conformably  to  the  laws  of 
the  State,  will  command,  or  be  commanded,  ac- 
oording  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  and  the 
usages  of  service.    Very  respectfully,  ^c. 

W.  BUSTIS. 

His  Honor  Jobn  C.  Smith, 

civewniorqf  iivniiioncuii 


Ltmb,  ^t^gut^  18, 1818. 

Sib  :  His  Honor  Gorernor  Smith  has  put  into 
my  hands  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  July,  and  it 
is  with  surprise  I  notice  the  construction  yon 
have  put  on  my  letter  of  the  17th  of  June.  The 
unusual  and  exceptionable  terms,  also,  in  which 
your  letter  is  expressed,  hare  not  escaped  notice, 
but  aregard  to  the  propriety  of  my  own  conduct 
Will  not  allow  roe  to  descend  to  any  comments 
upon  its  particular  expressions,  but  leare  me  to 
perform  my  duty  to  the  Gkneral  Government, 
by  giving  the  explanation  which  appears  proper. 

When  you  communicated  the  request  of  the 
President  that  any  future  requisition  from  Gene- 
ral Dearborn  for  a  part  of  the  draughted  militia, 
might  be  complied  with,  it  remained  uncertain 
whether  such  a  requirement  would  be  made,  or, 
if  made,  under  what  circumstances  it  might  take 
place. 

Confident,  however,  that  the  President  would 
authorize  no  requisition  which  was  not  strictly 
Constitutional,  and  particularly  that  the  order 
would  not  exceed  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  the 
10th  of  April,  to  which  you  had  referred,  1  had 
no  hesitation  in  giving  general  assurance  that  the 
requisitions  which  me  President  might  make 
through  Gentral  Dearborn  would  be  oonplied 
with.  I  then  thought,  as  I  do  still,  that  deeenof, 
and  a  due  respect  to  the  first  Idagistrate  of  the 
Union,  required  that  my  assurance  should  began- 
oral,  and  no  expression  should  be  used  which 
miffht  imply  a  suspicion  that  the  President  wonid 
Tiolate  the  Constitution  in  his  orders.  I  also  ex- 
pected that  this  early  and  general  dedaracion 
would  be  considered  as  evidence  of  a  dispoaittan 
which  has  been  uniformly  felt  in  this  Stale,  to 
execute  every  Coastitucional  requisition  fraoa  the 
General  Government. 

In  what  light,  however,  my  expressions  hare 
been  viewed,  I  trust  there  will  be  no  future  bms- 
construction,  when  I  usure  you  that  I  neither 
intended  or  expected  la  be  understood,  bf  the 
l^eneral  language  of  my  letter,  or  any  expression 
It  contained,  to  give  the  smallest  assurance' that 
I  would  eateeute  any  order  which  I  judged  repug- 
nant to  the  Constittttioin,  from  wtmiater  eilirte 
it  naight  emanate. 

The  light  in  which  I  have  viewed  iha  orfcr 
from  General  Dearborn  has  been  already  aom* 
municated  by  Gavernor  Smith,  and  it  is  oalr 
proper  to  add  that  my  opinion  kks  not  ehaaigod, 
but  is  confirmed  by  Che  ntMaimaos  opiniona  of 
the  Council  of  the  State. 

The  new  light  in  which  you  haTe  preseacad 
the  sabject  in  your  letter  to  Governor  Smith  has 
receiTed  every  attention,  bat  still  my  opinioa.fte* 
mains  the  same.  The  war,  which  has  aooa- 
menced,  and  the  cruising  of  a  hostile  fleet  oa  oar 
ooast,  is  not  inrasion^  and  the  declaration  of  the 
President,  that  there  is  imminent  danger  of  inva- 
sion, is  •evidently  a  consequence  drawn  from  the 
facu  now  disclosed,  and  is  not,  in  my  opiaaon, 
warranted  by  those  facts.  If  soch  consequences 
were  admitted  to  result  froma  dealarati(Mi4>f  war 
with  an  fiaropean  Power,  it  would  follow  that 
ovary  war  of  thai  chaiaeter  would  ihrosr  Ae 
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militia  into  the  hinds  of  the  Naciooal  QoTern- 
ment,  and  strip  the  States  of  the  important  ri^ht 
reserred  to  them.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing 
facts,  it  is  proper  for  me  farther  to  observe,  that 
I  hare  found  it  difficnlt  to  fix  in  my  mind  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "imminent  danger  of  inva- 
sion," used  by^  Conmss  in  the  act  of  the  28th  of 
February.  1795,  and  now  repeated  in  your  letter, 
as  no  sucQ  expression  is  contained  in  that  part  of 
the  Constitution  which  authorizes  the  President 
to  call  the  militia  into  service.  Presuming,  how- 
ever, that  some  definite  meaning,  thought  con- 
sistent with  the  Constitution,  was  at  the  time  an- 
nexed to  the  expression,  I  have  rather  inferred 
that  the  Legislature  must  have  intended  only  to 
include  an  extreme  case,  where  an  enemy  had  not 
passed  the  line  of  the  United  States,  but  were 
evidently  advancing  in  force  to  invade  our  coun- 
try.   Such  a  case  would  undoubtedly  come  with- 


in  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  although  it 
mifl:ht  not  be  included  in  its  literal  expression. 

But  whether  the  Congress  in  1795  were  justi- 
fied in  the  expression,  or  not,  is,  unimportant, 
there  being  no  difficulty  in  the  present  case,  as 
none  of  the  facts  disclosed  furnish  anything  more 
than  a  slight  danger  of  invasion,  which  xhe  Con- 
stitution could  not  contemplate,  and  which  might 
exist  even  in  times  of  peace. 

While  I  regret  this  dlfiereoce  of  opinion  on  a 
question  of  such  importance,  I  do  not  doubt  that 
the  President  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
that  a  sense  of  duty  leaves  me  no  other  course  to 
pursue,  and  that  every  means  for  the  defenee  of 
the  State  will  be  speedily  provided  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  and 
humble  servant, 

ROQER  ORISWOLD. 

Hon.  William  Eustis,  dtc. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF   CONGRESS; 


PA8d£D  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION  OF  THE  TWELFTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 

AT  THE  CITY  OP  WASHINGTON,  NOVEMBER  2,  1812. 


An  Act  to  tnthorise  the  transportation  (xf  certain  doe- 
nments  free  of  poetage. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Ref>- 
resentcUives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  oKinbers  of  Con- 
gress, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  respectively  authorized  to  transmit,  free 
of  postage,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  fourth  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelYe,and  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  same,  printed  by  order 
of  the  Senate,  and  by  order  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  any  post  office  within  the  United 
States,  and  Territories  thereof,  to  which  they 
may  direct ;  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
WxM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate, 
Approved,  Novemoer  12, 1812. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


An  Act  further  to  prolong  the  continuance  of  the  Mint 

at  Philadelphia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  coacerning  the  Mint,"  approved  March  the 
third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  apd  one,  is 
hereby^  revived  and  continued  in  force  and  opera- 
tion, for  the  further  term  of  five  years,  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen. 

Approved,  December  2. 1812. 


Att  Act  making  an  af^>ropriation  to  defray  eipenaes 
iBcurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  under  an  act,  entitled 
''Aa  act  to  anthorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia 
of  the  United  States ;"  and  the  act  entitled  ««An  aet 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  executed  the  laws  of  the 
Union»  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions, 
and  to  npeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  par- 
poses,"  passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  tlie  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated towards  defraying  any  expense  incurred, 
or  to  be  incurred,  under  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve;  and, 
also,  under  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  for  calling  I 
12tb  Con.  2d  Sess.— 42 


forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes," 
passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,"  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 
Approved,  December  12, 1812. 


An  Act  increaaittg  the  pay  of  non-commissionod  of« 
ficers,  musicians,  privates,  and  others  of  the  Army, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirtv*first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  the  monthly  pay  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  privates,  dri- 
vers,   bombardiers,  matrosses,  sappers,  mmers, 
artificers^  saddlers,  farriers,  and  blacksmiths,  who 
have  enlisted,  or  shall  hereafter  enlist  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  shall,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the 
dependencies  thereof,  be  as  follows,  to  wit :    To 
each  sergeant  major  and  quartermarter  sergeant 
twelve  dollars}  to  each  sergeant  and  principal 
musician,  eleven  dollars ;  to  each  corporal,  tea 
dollars;  to  each  musician,  nine  dollars;  to  each 
private,  driver,  bombardier,  matross,  sapper,  aad 
miner,  eight  dollars ;  to  each  artificer,  saddler, 
farrier,  and  blat:ksmitb,  Dot  attached  to  the  quar- 
termaster general's  and  ordnance   depar token t, 
thirteen  dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  Andbtitfiaiherenadted,  That, during 
the  continuance  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
no  nonrcommissioned  officer,  musician,  privalt, 
driver,  bombardier,  matross,  sapper,  miner,  arti- 
ficer, saddler,  farrier,  or  blacksmith,  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  his  eon- 
tinuaooe  in  service,  shall  be  arrested,  or  sabieet 
to  arrest,  or  to  be  taken  in  execution  for  any  debt 
contracted  before  or  after  enlistment. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private, 
who  shall,  after  the  promulgation  of  this  act^  be 
recruited  in  the  regular  Army  of  the  United 
States,  may,  at  his  option,  to  be  made  at  the 
time  of  eolistment,  engage  to  serve  during  the 
present  war  with  Great  Britain,  instead  of  the 
term  of  five  yeart ;  and  shall,  in  case  he  makes 
such  option,  oe  eutitled  to  the  same  bounty  in 
mooey  and  land|  and  to  all  other  aUowaaces,  and 


1815 


APPENDIX. 


1316 


Public  Acts  oj  Congress, 


be  subject  to  the  same  rules  aud  regulations,  as  if 
he  had  enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years. 
Approved,  December  13,  1812. 

An  Act  conceming  the  District  and  Territorisl  Judges 

of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  hereafter,  it  shall  be 
incumbent  upon  tne  district  and  territorial  judffeb 
of  the  United  States,  to  reside  within  the  dis- 
tricts and  territories,  respectively,  for  which  they 
are  appointed ;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  judge,  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  to  exercise  the  profession  or 
employment  of  counsel  or  attorney,  or  to  be  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  the  law.  And  any  per- 
son offending  against  the  injunction  or  prohibi- 
tion of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanor. 

Approved,  December  18,  1812. 


of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated,.for  the  building  and  equipping  of  the 
aforesaid  ships  of  war. 
Approved,  January  2, 1813. 


An  Act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
remit  fines,  forfintorea,  and  penalties,  in  certain 


cases. 


An  Act  to  increaie  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  encLCted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  author* 
ized,  assoon  as  suitable  materials  can  be  procured 
therefor,  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  em- 
ployed, four  ships,  to  rate  not  less  than  seventy- 
four  guns,  and  six  ships  to  rate  forty-four  guns 
each. 

Sxo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  employed  on  board  each  of  the  said  ships 
of  seventy-lour  guns  each,  one  captain,  six  lieu- 
tenants, one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant  and  one 
second  lieutenant  of  marines,  one  surgeon,  one 
chaplain,  one  purser,  and  three  surgeons'  mates. 
Sec  3.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  employed  in  each  of  the  said  ships,  car- 
rying serenty-four  guns,  the  folbwing  warrant 
officers,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States:  one  roaster,  one  second 
master,  three  masters'  mates,  one  boatswain,  one 
gunner,  one  carpenter,  one  8aiImaker,aod  twenty 
midshipmen;   and  the  following  petty  officers, 
who  snail  be  appointed  by  the  captains  of  the 
ships,  respectively,  in  which  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, VIZ :  one  armorer,  six  boatswains'  mates, 
three  ffunners'  mates,  two  carpenters'  matesy  one 
aailmaker's  mate,  one  cooper,  one  steward,  one 
master  at  arms,  one  cook,  one  coxswain,  one  boat- 
swain's yeoman,  one  gunner's  yeoman^  one  car- 
penter's yeoman,  ten  quarter  gunners,  eight  quar- 
termasters, and  one  clerk,  and  one  schoolmaster, 
also  to  be  appointed  by  the  captain. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
crews  of  each  of  the  said  ships  of  seventy-four 
guns,  shall  consist  of  two  hundred  able  seamen, 
three  hundred  ordinary  seamen  and  boys,  three 
serffeants,  three  corporals,  one  drummer,  ooefifer, 
and  sixty  marines. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 

Ky  of  the  schoolmasier  shall  be  twenty-five  dol- 
rs  per  month  and  two  rations  per  day. 
Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out 


Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  in  all  cases  where 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  owned  by  a  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  were  shipped  on 
board  vessels  which  departed  therefrom  between 
the  twenty-third  day  of  June  last,  and  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  September  last,  and  the  person  or 
persons  interested  in  such  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  concerned  in  the  importation  thereof, 
have  thereby  incurred  any  fine,  penalty,  and  for- 
feiture, under  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  inters 
diet  the  commercial  inftercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,^  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  purposes,"  and  the  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  last  mentioned,  on  such  per- 
son or  persons  petitioning  for  relief,  to  any  judge 
or  court  proper  to  hear  the  same,  in  pursuance  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  fines,  forfeit- 
ures, and  penalties,  in  certain  cases  therein  men- 
tioned," and  on  tne  facts  being  shown,  on  in- 
quiry had  by  said  judge  or  court,  stated  and 
transmitted,  as  by  said  act  is  required,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury ;  in  all  such  cases  wherein 
it  shall  be  proved  to  his  satisfaction  that  said 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  at  the  time  of 
their  shipment,  were  bona  fide  owned  by  a  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  shipped 
and  did  depart  from  some  port  or  place  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
owned  as  aforesaid,  between  the  twenty-third 
day  of  June  last,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Is  hereby 
directed  to  remit  all  fines,  penalties,  nnd  forfeit- 
ures, that  may  have  been  incurred  under  the  said 
acts,  in  consequence  of  such  shipment,  importa- 
tion, or  im porta tiona,  upon  the  costs  and  charges 
that  have  arisen  or  may  arise  being  paid,  and  on 
payment  of  the  duties  which  would  bare  been 
payable  by  law  o^n  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, if  legally  imported;  and,  also,  to  direct 
the  prosecution  or  prosecutions,  if  any  shall  have 
been  instituted  for  the  recovery  thereof,  to  cease 
and  be  discontinued :  Provided,  nevertheless,  That 
no  case  in  which  the  purchase  of  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  was  made,  aAer  war  was 
known  to  exist  between  the  United  Siatesand 
Great  Britain,  at  the  port  or  place  where  soeh 
purchase  was  made,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efits of  this  act. 
Approved,  January  2, 1813. 
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An  Act  approving  of  the  report  of  the  CommiBaioneTs 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  to  ascertain  and 
settle  the  exterior  line  of  the  public  land  at  West 
Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  report  of  the  eom- 
xnissioners  appointed  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to 
settle  the  exterior  line  of  the  public  land  at  West 
Point,  in  th«  State  of  New  York,  with  the  ad- 
joining proprietor,,  conformably  to  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  at  War  to  ascertain  and 
settle,  by  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  the 
ezierior  line  or  the  public  land  at  West  Point 
with  the  adjoining  proprietor,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  approved. 

Approved,  January  5, 1813. 


An  Act  authorixing  the  President  of  the  Unitad  States 
to  establish  post  routes,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enactedy  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  existence  of  the  war  in 
which  the  United  States  are  ebgftged,  or  of  any 
war  in  which  they  may  be  engaged,  shall  be 
and  is  hereby  authorized  to  direct  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  send  a  mail  between  the  head- 
quarters of  any  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
such  post  office  as  he  may  think  proper;  and  the 
route  or  road  on  which  the  same  shall  be  con- 
veyed shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  an 
established  post  road,  so  long  as  the  mail  shall  be 
sent  on  the  same,  conformably  to  the  authority 
hereby  given. 

Approved,  January  14, 1813. 


An  Act  providing  Navy  Pensions,  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That  if  any  officer  of  the 
navy  or  marines  shall  be  killed  or  die,  by  reason 
of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of  his'duty,  leav- 
ing a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children, 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if  no 
widow,  such  child  or  children,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  de- 
ceased was  entitled  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
allowance  shall  continue  for  and  during  the  term 
of  five  years;  but  in  case  of  the  deaA  or  inter- 
marriage of  such  widow,  before  the  expiration  of 
the  said  term  of  five  vears,  the  half  pay  for  the 
remainder  shall  go  to  the  child  or  children  of  the 
said  deceased  officer:  Provided,  That  such  half 
pajT  shall  cease  on  the  death  of  such  child  or 
children;  and  the  money  required  for  this  pur- 
pose shall  be  paid  out  of  the  navy  pension  fund, 
under  the  direction  of  the  commissioners  of  that 
fund. 

Approved,  Jnnuary  20, 1813. 


An  Act  making  certain  partial  appropriations  lor  the 
year  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Be  it  encLCtedf  ^c.  That  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
griated  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
lilitary  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen ;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  to- 


wards defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Navy  dar- 
ing the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiariher  enacted^  That  the 
following  sums  be  appropriated  for  the  purposes 
herein  recited,  that  is  to  say:  Towards  defraying 
the  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  members 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Towards  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eignt  hundred  and  thirteen,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  and  discharged  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  20,  1813. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  th<  act,  entitled  '<An  act  for 
the  more  perfect  organisation  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  Stotes." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  ana  he  is  hereby  authorized,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
to  appoint  one  additional  major  to  the  first  regi- 
ment of  light  dragoons,  the  regiment  of  li^ht 
artillery,  each  regiment  of  infantry,  and  the  rifie 
regiment,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States;  who 
shall  receive  the  like  pay,  rations,  forage,  and 
other  emoluments,  as  officers  of  the  same  grade 
and  corps  of  the  present  military  establishment. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  appointed,  in  manner  aforesaid,  one  third  lieu- 
tenant to  each  troop  or  company,  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  who,  if  of  cavalry  or  light 
dragoons,  shall  receive  the  monthly  pay  of  thirty 
dollars,  and  of  other  corps,  twenty-three  dollars, 
and  be  allowed  the  same  lonBige,  rations,  and  other 
emoluments^  as  second  lieutenants  of  the  same 
corps  to  which  they  belong. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  allowed  to  each  troop  or  company,  in  the  army  ^ 
of  the  United  States,  one  additional  sergeant,  who 
shall  receive  the  like  pay,  clothing,  rations,  and 
other  emoluments,  as  sergeants  of  the  present  mil- 
itary establishment. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
order  to  complete  the  present  military  establish- 
ment to  the  nil!  number  authorized  by  law,  with 
the  greatest  possible  despatch,  there  shall  be  paid 
to  each  effective  able-bodied  man,  who  shall  be 
duly  enlisted  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  to  serve  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  or  during  the  war,  an  ad- 
vance of  twenty-four  dollars,  on  account  of  his 
pay,  in  addition  to  the  existing  bounty;  one  half 
of  such  advance 'to  be  paid  at  the  enlistment  of 
the  recruit,  and  the  other  half  when  he  shall  be 
mustered  and  have  joined  some  military  corps  of 
the  United  States,  for  service ;  and  a  bounty  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  as  hereto- 
fore established  by  law. 
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Sbc.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the] 
eommissidned  officers  who  shall  be  employed  in 
the  recrotting  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
for  every  effective  able-bodied  man,  who  shall  be 
duly  enlisted  after  the  first  day  of  Febraary  next, 
by  them,  for  the  term  of  five  years  or  during  the 
war,  and  mustered,  and  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  the  sum  of  four  dol- 
lars: Provided  neverlhelese,  That  this  regulation, 
80  far  as  respects  the  age  of  the  recruit,  shall  not 
extend  to  musicians,  or  to  those  soldiers  who  may 
le-enlist  into  the  service:  And  provided  aUo, 
That  no  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  shall  be  enlisted  by  any  officer,  or  held  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  without  the  con- 
sent, in  writing,  of  his  parent,  guardian,  or  mas- 
ter, nrst  had  and  obtained,  if  any  he  have,*  and 
if  any  officer  shall  enlist  any  person  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  for  every 
sDch  ofience  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  amount 
of  the  bounty  and  clothing  which  the  person  so 
rtcniited  may  have  received  from  the  public,  to 
be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
such  officer. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  U further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person  during  the  time  he  may 
be  performing  a  tour  of  militia  duty  to  enlist  in 
the  re£[ular  army  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
recruiting  officers  are  hereby  authorized  to  enlist 
any  such  person,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under 
the  same  regulations,  as  if  he  were  not  perform- 
ing such  militia  duty:  and  every  person  who 
ahall  enlist,  while  performing  a  tour  of  militia 
duty  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  thereby  exonerated 
from  serving  the  remainder  of  said  tour;  and 
the  State  to  which  he  may  belong  shall  not  be 
required  to  furnish  any  other  person  to  serve  in 
bts  stead. 

Approved,  January  20, 1813. 


An  Aet  in  addition  to  the  act  eonceming  Letters  of 
Marque,  Prises,  and  Prize  Goods. 

Be  U  enacted^  f  c,  That  all  prizes  of  vessels 
and  property,  captured  by  private  armed  ships, 
commissioned  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  which  may  be  condemned  in  any  district 
or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  sold 
at  public  auction,  by  the  marshal  of  the  district  in 
which  the  same  shall  be  condemned,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  condemnation  thereof;  sufficient 
notice  of  the  tijne  and  place,  and  conditions  of 
sale,  being  first  given,  on  such  day  or  days,  on 
such  terms  of  credit,  and  in  such  lots  or  propor- 
tions as  may  be  designated  by  the  owner  or  own- 
ers, or  agent  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  pri- 
vateer which  may  have  captured  the  same:  Pro- 
vided,  That  the  term  of  such  credit  shall  not 
exceed  ninety  days ;  and  the  said  marshal  is 
lereby  directed  to  take  and  receive  from  the  pur- 
chaser of  such  prize  vessel  and  property  the 
money  therefor,  or  his,  her,  or  their  promissory 
notes,  with  endorsers,  to  be  approved  by  the  own- 
er or  owners  of  the  privateer,  to  the  amount  of 
the  purchase,  payable  according  to  the  terms 
thereof. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  apoa 
all  duties,  costs,  and  charges,  being  paid  accord- 
ing to  law,  the  said  marshal  stiall,  on  demaDd, 
deliver  and  pay  over  to  the  owner  or  owners  of 
the  privateer,  or  to  the  agent  of  such  owoeror 
owners  of  tne  privateer,  which  may  hare  cap- 
tured such  prize  vessel  and  property,  a  just  and 
equal  proportion  of  the  funds  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  sale  thereof,  and  of  the  promisiory 
notes  directed  to  be  taken  as  aforesaid,  to  which 
the  said  owner  or  owners  may  be  entitled,  ac- 
cording to  the  articles  of  agreement  between  the 
said  owner  or  owners,  and  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  said  privateer;  and  a  just  and  equal  pro- 
portion of  tne  proceeds  of  the  sale  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  on  demand,  be  also  paid  over  by  the  said 
marshal  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  said  pri- 
vateer, or  to  their  agent  or  agents.  And  if  there 
be  no  written  agreement,  it  ahall  be  the  doty  of 
the  marshal  to  pay  over,  in  manner  as  aforessid, 
one  moiety  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  such 
prize  vessel  and  property  to  the  owner  or  ownen, 
agent  or  agents  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  pri- 
vateer, which  may  have  captured  the  same;  and 
the  other  moiety  of  the  said  proceeds  to  the  agent 
or  agents  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  vaid  pri- 
vateer, to  be  distributed  according  to  law,  or  to 
any  agreement  by  them  made:  Promdedj  The 
said  officers  and  crew,  or  their  agent  or  agents, 
shall  have  first  refunded  ta  the  owner  or  owners, 
or  to  the  agent  of  the  owner  or  ownen  of  the 
privateer  aforesaid,  the  full  amount  of  ad  ranees 
which  shall  have  been  made  by  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  privateer,  to  the  officers  and  crew 
thereof.  ' 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  for 
the  selling  prize  property,  and  receiving  and  pay- 
ing over  the  proceeds  as  aforesaid,  the  marshal 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  commission  of  one  percent. 
and  no  more,  first  deducting  all  duties,  costs,  and 
charges,  which  mav  have  accrued  on  said  prop- 
erty :  Provided.  Tnat  on  no  case  of  condemna- 
tion and  sale  of  any  one  prize  vessel  and  cargo 
shall  the  commissions  of  tne  marshal  exceed  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  marshal,  within  fifteen  dan 
after  any  sale  of  prize  property,  to  file  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  of  the 
district  wherein  such  sale  may  be  made,  a  just  and 
true  account  of  the  sales  of  such  prise  property, 
and  of  all  duties  and  charges  thereon,  together 
with  a  statement  theretcf  annexed  of  the  prom- 
issory notes  taken  on  account  thereof,  which  ac- 
count shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  said 
marshal ;  and  if  the  said  marshal  shall  wiifuHf 
neglect,  or  refuse  to  file  such  account,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
for  each  omission  or  refusal  as  aforesaid,  to  be 
recovered  in  an  action  of  debt  by  any  person  in- 
terested in  such  sale,  and  suing  for  the  said  pen- 
alty, on  account  of  the  party  or  parties  interested 
in  the  prize  vessel  or  property  sold  as  aforesaid, 
in  any  court  having  cognizaoce  thereof. 

Sec  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
owner  or  owners  of  any  private  armed  vessel  or 
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vessels,  or  their  agent  or  agents,  may,  at  any 
time  before  a  libel  shall  be  filed  against  any  cap- 
tured vessel  or  her  cargo,  remove  the  same  from 
any  port  into  which  such  prize  vessel  or  property 
may  be  first  brought,  to  auy  other  port  in  the 
Uoiied  States,  to  be  designated  at  the  time  of  the 
removal  as  aforesaid,  subject  to  the  same  restric- 
tions and  complying  with  the  same  regulations, 
with  respect  to  the  payment  of  duties,  which  are 
provided  by  law,  in  relation  to  other  vessels  ar- 
riving in  port  with  cargoes  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  duties:  Provided,  That  before  such  re- 
moval the  said  captured  property  shall  not  have 
been  attached  at  the  suit  ot  any  adverse  claim- 
ant, or  a  claim  against  the  same  have  been  in- 
terposed in  behalf  of  the  United  States. 
Approved,  January-  27, 1813. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  admission,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, of  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  with  their  cargoes^  from 
British  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c«,  That  in  all  cases  where 
goods,  wares^  andf  merchandise,  bona  Jide  the 

groperty  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
tates,  have  been  imported  into  the  United 
States  from  British  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  for  the  cargoes  of  which  vessels 
bonds  have  been  required  at  the  port  or  place  of 
shipment  from,  and  have  been  given  by  the  own- 
ers, agents,  consignees,  or  supercargoes  of  such 
vessels,  that  the  cargoes  thereof  shall  be  deltv- 
ered  or  landed  at  some  port  or  place  in  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  person  or  persons  interested 
lb  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  con- 
cerned in  the  importation  thereof,  have  incurred 
thereby  any  fine,  penalty,  and  forfeiture,  or  have 
delivered  the  same  ioto  the  possession  or  custody 
of  the  United  States,  on  such  person  petitioning 
for  relief  to  any  judge  or  court  proper  to  hear 
the  same,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating 
and  remitting  the  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties, 
in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned  ;"  and  on  the 
facts  being  shown,  on  inquiry  had  by  said  judge 
or  court,  stated  and  transmitted  as  by  said  act  is 
required  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  in 
all  such  cases  wherein  it  shall  be  proved  to  his 
satisfaction  that  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, at  the  time  of  their  shipment,  were  bona 
fide  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  landing  or  delivery  of  which 
at  some  port  or  place  in  the  United  States  bonds 
were  required  and  given  as  aforesaid,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  remit 
all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  may 
have  been  incurred  in  consequence  of  such  ship- 
ment, importation,  or  importations,  to  deliver  up 
possession  of  the  said  vessels,  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof, 
upon  the  costs  or  charges  that  have  arisen,  or 
may  arise,  being  paid,  and  the  duties  payable  on 
aocii  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  which 
would  have  been  payable  if  they  had  been  legally 
imported,  being  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid  ac- 


cording to  law,  as  if  the  same  had  been  imported 
and  entered  at  the  time  of  the  release  thereof; 
and  also  to  direct  the  prosecution  or  prosecu- 
tions, if  any  shall  have  been  instituted  for  tb» 
recovery  of  such  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeituresi 
to  cease  and  be  discontinued :  Provided^  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  or  be 
construed  to  extend  to  a  remission  of  or  exemp- 
tion from  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  which 
has  been  or  may.  be  incurred  for  a  breach  of  any 
law  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  other  than  sack 
as  prohibit  the  admission  into  the  United  States 
of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  as 
aforesaid. 
Approved,  January  27, 1813. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  <'An  act  to  raise 
an  additional  military  force,"  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enactedy  f  c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  pres- 
ent Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States, 
there  be  raised  such  number  of  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, not  exceeding  twenty,  as  in  the  opinion 
of  the  President  may  be  necessary  for  the  public 
service,  to  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  one  year^ 
unless  sooner  discharged. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each, 
of  the  said  regiments  shall  consist  of  one  colonel, 
one  lieutenant  colonel,  two  majors,  one  adjutant, 
one  paymaster,  one  quartermaster,  one  surgeon, 
two  surgeon's  mates,  one  sergeant-major,  one 
quartermaster-sergeant,  two  principal  musicians, 
and  ten  companies. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
company  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  third  lieu- 
tenant one  ensign,  five  sergeants,  six  corporals, 
two  musicians,  and  ninety  privates. 

Sec  4.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  such 
of  the  officers  authorized  by  this  act,  as  may  not 
be  appointed  during  the  present  session;  which 
appointments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at 
their  next  session  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  ofiicers.  musicians,  and 

f privates,  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  receive  the 
ike  pay,  forage,  rations,  clothing,  and  other  emol- 
uments (the  land  and  bounty  excepted)  as  the 
officers  of  the  same  grade  and  corps,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  the 
present  Military  Establishment. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  of  the  regiments  hereby  authorized  to 
be  raised,  shall  be  governed  by  the  rules  and  arti* 
cles  of  war,  which  have  been  established  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  by  such 
rules  and  articles  as  may  be  hereafter  by  law  es- 
tablished. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissioned  officers  who  shall  be  employed  in 
recruiting  the  force  authorized  by  this  act,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  for  every  person  enlisted  by 
them  into  this  service,  for  the  term  specifiedi  and 
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fppro7ed  hj  the  conimvndiDg  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  between  the  ases  of  eiffbteen  and  for- 
tjr-five  years,  the  sum  of  two  doflars:  Provided 
neveriheUsi,  That  this  regulation,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  age  of  the  recruits,  shall  not  extend  to 
musicians,  or  those  soldiers  who  may  re-enlist 
into  the  service :  Andjprovided  also,  That  no  per- 
son^ under  the  age  of^ twenty-one  years,  shall  be 
enlisted  by  any  officer,  or  held  in  the  senrice  of 
the  United  States,  without  the  consent,  in  writing, 
of  his  parent,  guardian,  or  master,  first  had  and 
obtained,  if  any  he  have ;  and  if  any  officer  shall 
enlist  any  person  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  for  every  such  offence  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  amount  of  the  bounty 
and  clothing,  which  the  persons  so  recruited  may 
have  received  from  the  public,  to  be  deducted  out 
of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
sbal)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  man,  recruited 
as  aforesaid,  a  bountv  of  sixteen  dollars;  but  the 
payment  of  eight  dollars  of  the  said  bounty  shall 
be  deferred  until  he  shall  be  mustered,  and  have 
joined  some  military  corps  of  the  United  States. 

8£C.  0.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
•aid  regiments  shall  hie  |>aid  in  such  manner,  that 
the  arrears  shall  at  no  time  exceed  two  months, 
unless  the  circumstances  of  the  case  shall  render 
it  unavoidable. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate, shall  be  disabled  by  wounds  or  otherwise, 
while  in  the  line  of  his  duty  in  public  service, 
he  shall  be  placed  on  the  list  of  invalids  of  the 
United  States,  at  such  a  rate  of  pension  and  un- 
der such  regulations  as  are  or  may  be  directed  by 
law:  Provided  ahoaye^  That  the  compensation 
to  be  allowed  for  such  wounds  or  disabilities,  to 
m  commissioned  officer,  shall  not  exceed,  for  the 
highest  rate  of  disability,  half  the  monthly  pay 
of  such  officer,  at  the  time  of  his  being  disabled 
or  wounded;  and  that  no  officer  shall  receive 
more  than  the  half  pay  of  a  lieutenant-colonel ; 
and  that  the  rate  of  compensation  to  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  shall 
not  exceed  five  dollars  per  month :  And  provided 
aUOj  That  all  inferior  disabilities  shall  entitle  the 
person  so  disabled  to  receive  an  allowance  pro- 
portionate to  the  highest  disability. 

Seo.  11.  AndbtU  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
commissioned  officer  shall,  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  die,  by  reason  of  any  wound 
received  in  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
mad  leave  a  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  a  child  or 
children,  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow, 
or,  if  no  widow,  such  cnild  or  children,  shall  be 
entitled  to  and  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to 
which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  for  and  during  the  term  of  five  years ; 
hut  in  case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such 
widow,  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of 
live  years,  the  half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the 
time  shall  go  to  the  child  or  children  of  such  de- 
ceased officer:  Provided  always^  That  such  half 
pay  shall  cease  on  the  decease  of  such  child  or 
ehudren. 


Sec.  12.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  if  any 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  private, 
shall  desert  the  service  of  the  United  States,  he 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  penalties  mentioned  in 
the  roles  and  articles  of  war,  be  liable  to  serve 
for  and  during  such  a  period  as  shall,  with  the 
time  he  may  have  served  previous  to  his  desertion, 
amount  to  the  full  term  of  his  enlistment ;  and 
such  soldier  shall  and  may  be  tried  by  a  court 
martial,  and  punished,  although  the  term  of  his 
enlistment  may  have  elapsed  previous  to  his  be- 
ing apprehended  or  tried. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate, shall  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  wit :  '*  I,  A.  B..  do  solemnly 
swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will 
bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
of  America ;  and  that  I  will  serve  them  honestly 
and  faithfully  against  their  enemies  or  opposers 
whomsoever ;  and  that  I  will  observe  and  obey 
the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  orders  of  the  officers  appointed  over  me, 
according  to  the  roles  and  articles  of  war.** 

Sec.  24.  Andbeit further  enacted^  That  where 
any  commissioned  officer  shall  be  obliged  to  incur 
any  extra  expense  in  travelling  and  sitting  on  gen* 
eral  courts  martial,  he  shall  be  allowed  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  for  such  extra  expense^  ac- 
tually incurred,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  day  to  omcers  who  are  not 
entitled  to  forage,  and  not  exceeding  one  dollar 
per  day  to  such  as  shall  be  entitled  to  forage. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when- 
ever any  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service,  except  by  way  of  punishment 
for  an  offence,  he  shall  be  allowed  his  pay  and 
rations,  or  an  equivalent  in  money,  for  such  ternk 
of  time  as  shail  be  sufficient  for  him  to  travel 
from  the  place  of  discharge  to  the  place  of  his 
residence,  computing  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles 
to  a  day. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enactedf  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  to  each  brigade  one  chaplain, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  emola* 
ments  as  a  major  In  the  infantry. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no 
field  or  staff  officer,  who  may  be  appointed  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any 
pay  or  emoluments  until  he  shall  be  called  into 
actual  service,  nor  for  any  longer  time  than  he 
shall  continue  therein. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  and  organize  cer- 
tain volunteer  military  corps,"  and  the  act,  enti- 
tled <*An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled. 
^An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteec 
military  corps,"  be.  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed, from  and  alter  the  first  day  of  February 
next:  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  deprive  the  officers 
and  men  who  may  have  entered  the  service  aa 
volunteers,  under  the  said  acts,  of  any  rights,  im- 
munities, or  privileges  therein  secured,  or  the 
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United  States  of  the  services  of  such  volanteers, 
agreeably  to  the  protrisioos  of  the  said  acts. 
Approved,  Jaouary  29,  1813. 


An  Act  ibr  the  relief  of  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphis. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.^  That  the  duties  arising  and 
doe  to  the  United  States  upon  certain  stereotype 
plates,  imported  during  the  last  year  into  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  on  board  the  ship  Brilliant,  by 
the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose 
of  printing  editions  of  the  Holy  Bible,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  remitted,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  said  society:  and  any  bond 
or  security  given  for  the  securing  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  said  duties  shall  be  cancelled. 

Approved,  February  2, 1813. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
lawa,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions," 
and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes, 
and  to  increase  the  pay  of  volunteer  and  militia  corps. 

B^  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  in  every  case  in  which 
a  court  martial  shall  have  adjudged  and  deter- 
mined a  fine  against  any  officer,  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  musician,  or  private,  of  the  militia, 
for  any  of  the  causes  specified  in  tne  act  to  which 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  or  in  tKe  fourth  section 
of  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia  of  the  United  States;"  all 
such  fines,  so  assessed,  shall  be  certified  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  act  to  which  this  act 
is  a  supplement  directed  the  same  to  be  certified 
to  the  supervisor  of  the  revenue. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
marshals  shall  pay  all  fines  which  have  been 
levied  and  collected  by  them  or  their  respective 
deputies,  under  the  authority  of  the  acts  herein 
re/erred  to,  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
within  two  months  after  they  shall  have  received 
the  same,  deducting  fiveper  centum  for  their  own 
trouble ;  and,  in  case  or  failure,  it  shall  be  the 
dut^  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  to  ^ive 
notice  to  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  proceed  against  the  said  mar- 
shal in  the  district  court  by  attachment  for  the 
recovery  of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri* 
vates  of  volunteer  and  militia  corps,  who,  subse- 
quent to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  shall  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  called  out.  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  shall,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  war  between  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United  States  of 
America  and  their  territories,  be  entitled  to  and 
receive  the  same  monthly  pay,  rations,  and  forage, 
and  furnished  with  the  same  camp  equipage,  as 
are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

Approved.  February  2, 1813. 


An  Act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  every  person,  or  the 
legal  representative  of  every  person,  who  has 
actually  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tract  of  land 
lying  in  either  of  the  districts  established  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands,  in  the  Illinois  Territoryi, 
which  tract  is  not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other 
person,  and  who  shall  not  have  removed  from 
said  Territory  ;  every  such  person  and  his  legal 
representatives  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference 
in  oecoming  the  purchaser  from  the  United  States 
of  such  tract  of  land  at  private  sale,  at  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in 
every  respect,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law 
for  the  sale  of  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale 
in  said  Territory,  at  the  time  of  making  such  pur- 
chase :  Provided,  That  no  more  than  one  quar- 
ter section  of  land  shall  be  sold  to  any  oiie  indi- 
vidual, in  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  the  same  shall 
be  bounded  by  the  sectional  and  divisional  lines 
run,  or  to  be  run,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General  for  the  division  of  the  public  lands: 
Provided  also,  That  no  lands  reserved  from 
sale  bv  former  acts,  or  lands  which  have  been  di- 
rected to  be  sold  in  town  lots,  and  out  lots,  shall 
be  sold  under  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person  claiming  a  preference  in  becoming  the  pur- 
chaser of  a  tract  of  land,  in  virtue  of  thisact^  shall 
make  known  his  claim,  bv  delivering  a  notice  in 
writing,  to  the  register  or  the  land  office,  for  the 
district  in  which  the  land  may  lie,  wherein  he 
shall  particularly  designate  the  quarter  sectioii 
he  claims ;  which,  notice  the  register  shall  file  in 
his  office,  on  receiving  twenty-five  cents  from  the 
person  delivering  the  same.  And  in  every  case 
where  it  shall  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land 
office,  that  any  person,  who  has  delivered  his  no- 
tice of  claim,  is  entitled,  according  to  the  provi- 
sion of  this  act,  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the 
purchaser  of  a  quarter  section  of  land,  such  per- 
son so  entitled  shall  have  a  right  to  enter  the 
same,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office,  on  pro- 
ducing bis  receipt  from  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys  for  at  least  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  as  in  case  of  other  public  lands 
sold  at  private  sale :  Provided,  That  all  lands  to 
be  sold  under  this  act  shall  be  entered  with  the 
register  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  the  public  sales,  in  the  district 
wherein  the  land^lies:  and  every  person  having 
a  right  of  preference  in  becoming  the  purchase 
of  a  tractV)f  land,  who  shall  fail  so  to  make  his 
entry  with  the  register,  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed, his  right  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land 
by  him  claimed  shall  be  offered  at  public  sale, 
with  the  other  public  lands  in  the  district  to 
which  it  belongs.— [Approved,  February  5, 1813. 

An  Act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 

sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 

United  States  be,  apd  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 

borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
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not  exceed iDff  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  to  be 
applied,  id  additioD  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  any  of  the  expenses  which  have 
been,  or,  duiing^  the  present  session  of  Congress 
may  be  authorized  by  Uw^  and  for  which  appro- 
priations have  been,  or,  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  may  be  made  by  law:  Provided, 
That  no  eoffagement  nor  contract  shall  be  en- 
tered into,  wEich  shall  preclude  the  United  States 
from  reimbursingany  sum  or  sums  thus  borrowed 
at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  twelve  years, 
from  the  first  day  of  January  next :  And  it  i$  here- 
by further  declared^  That  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
sdd  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  certificates  of 
stock  issued  for  the  sums  to  be  borrowed  by  vir- 
toe  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  do  cause  to  be  laid 
before  Congress,  on  the  first  Monday  in  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  or  so  soon  there- 
after as  Congress  may  be  in  session,  an  account 
of  ail  moneys  obtained  by  the  sale  of  the  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  by  virtue  of  the  power  given  him 
by  the proceding  section,  together  with  a  state- 
ment ot  the  rate  at  which  the  same  may  have 
been  sold. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
anthorized  to  employ,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  an  agent  or 
agents,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions 
to  the  loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling 
any  part  of  the  stock  created  by  virtue  thereof. 
A  commission  not  exceeding  one  quarter  of  one 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which 
subscriptions  shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  niay, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to 
such  agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  exceeding 
fart]^  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
eys in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  amount  oi 
such  commissioner  commissions, as  may  be  thus 
allowed,  and  also  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
pcin ting  and  issuing  the  subscription  certificates 
aad  certificates  of  stock  and  other  expenses  inci- 
dent to  the  receiving  of  subscriptions,  and  com- 
pleting the  loan  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  such  part  of 
the  principal  of  said  debt,  as  the  United  States 
are  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse, 
is  hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement 
of  the  principal  of  the  stock  which  may  be  cre- 
ated by  virtue  of  this  act :  it  shall  accordingly  be 
the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fond,  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid  out  of  the  said 
fund,  yearly,  such  sum  and  sums  as  may  be  an- 


nually wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  accruios 
on  the  said  stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  priDcipal 
as  the  same  shall  become  due,  and  may  be  dis- 
charged  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  loan; 
and  they  are  further  authorized  to  apply,  from 
time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums,  out  of  the  said 
fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  towards  redeem- 
ng  by  purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  above  par,  the 
principal  of  the  said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof. 
And  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
pledged,  to  establish  sufficient  revenues  for  mak- 
ing up  any  deficiency  that  may  hereafter  take 
place  in  the  funds  hereby  appropriated  for  paying 
the  said  interest  and  principal  sums,  or  toy  of 
them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  anv  of  the  banks  in  the  Dii- 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum 
authorized  to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
anything  in  any  of  their  charters  of  incorpora- 
tion to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  February  8, 1813. 

An  Act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board  piifato 

anned  ships. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  two  per  ceDtam 
reserved  in  the  hands  of  the  Collectors  and  Coo- 
suls  by  the  act  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twelve,  entitled  *'An  act  concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  shall  be  paid  to 
the  Treasury,  under  the  like  regulations  provided 
for  other  public  money  and  shall  constitute  a 
fund  for  the  purposes  provided  for  by  the  sereo' 
teeoth  section  of  the  beforemeotioned  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  authorized  and  required 
to  place  on  the  pension  list,  under  the  like  regu- 
lations and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  relatioo  to 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  any  officer,  sea* 
man,  or  marine,  who,  on  board  of  any  private 
armed  ship  or  vessel  bearing  a  commitsioa  of 
letter  of  marque,  shall  have  been  wouoded  ot 
otherwise  disabled  in  any  engagement  with  the 
enemy  ;  allowing  to  the  captain  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing  twenty  dollars  per  month  ;  to  lieuienaDtsa&d 
sailing  master,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve  dol- 
lars each  per  month ;  to  marine  officer,  boatswaio, 
gunner,  carpenter,  master's  mate,  and  prize-mas- 
ters, a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  each  per 
month ;  to  all  other  officers  a  sum  not  exceeding 
eight  dollars  each  per  month,  for  the  highest  rate 
of  disability,  and  so  in  proportion ;  and  to  a  sea- 
man, or  acting  as  a  marine*  the  sum  of  six  dollars 
per  month,  for  the  highest  rate  of  disability,  and 
so  in  proportion ;  which  several  pensions  shall 
be  paid,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
out  oftne  fund  above  provided,  and  from  no  other. 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commaiKiing  officer  of  every  vessel,  having  ft 
commission*  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprual, 
shall  enter  in  his  journal  the  name  and  rank  of 
any  officer,  and  the  name  of  any  seaman,  who, 
during  his  cruise,  shall  have  been  wounded  or 
disabled  as  aforesaid,  describing  the  inanner  and 
extent,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  such  wound  or 
disability. 
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Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  every 
collector  shall  transmit  quarterly  to  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Nary,  a  transcript  of  such  journal  as 
may  have  been  reported  to  him,  so  far  as  it  gi?es 
a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew,  and  the  description 
of  wounds  and  disabilities^  the  better  to  enable 
the  Secretary  to  decide  on  claims  for  pensions. 

Approved,  February  13, 1813. 


An  Act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Vincennes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  the  decisions  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the 
district  of  Vincennes,  maae  in  favor  of  persons 
claiming  donation  lands  in  the  said  district,  as 
entered  in  a  list  of  claims,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  said  register  and  receiver,  oagbt  to  be  con- 
firmed in  pursuance  of  the  act^  entitled  ^' An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  certam  lands  In  the  In- 
diana Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,''  passed 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  which  list  is  a  part  of  their  re- 
port to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bearing 
date  of  the  twenty-seventh  dav  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  confirmed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
following  persons,  whose  claims,  according  to  the 
aforesaid  report,  are  not  embraced  by  the  provi- 
sions of  the  above  recited  act,  but  which  never- 
theless, in  the  opinion  of  the  register  and  receiver, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be,  and  their  claims 
are  hereb]^,  confirmed,  respectively,  to  the  follow- 
ing quantities  of  land,  that  is  to  say;  the  heirs  of 
Francis  Peltier,  the  heirs  of  BerniceLefever,and 
the  heirs  of  Jean  Btt.  Valecour,  respectively, 
four  hundred  acres;  Rene  Camp«au,  Francois 
Cardinal,  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Pancake,  the  heirs 
of  Jacob  Howell,  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Wilson, 
the  heirs  of  Daniel  Sullivan,  and  the  heirs  of 
Jacob  Tevebaugh,  respectively,  one  hundred  acres. 
Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  persons  whose  claims  are  confirmed  by 
this  act,  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter  their  loca- 
tions with  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Vin- 
cennes, on  any  part  of  the  tract  set  apart  for  that 
purpose  in  said  district,  by  virtue  of  the  act,  en- 
titled '^  An  act  respecting  claims  to  lands  in  the 
Indiana  Territory  and  State  of  Ohio,"  and  in 
conformity  to  the  provisions  of  that  act :  Provi- 
ded, That  such  locations  shall  be  made  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  October  next;  and  the  right  of 
any  person  who  shall  neglect  to  locate  prior  to 
that  day  shall  become  void  and  forever  be  barred. 
Sec.  ^.  And  be  it  further  encKted,  That  every 
person,  or  the  legal  representative  of  every  per- 
son, whose  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  is  confirmed 
by  this  act,  shall,  whenever  his  claim  shall  have 
been  located  and  surveyed,  be  entitled  to  receive, 
from  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Vincennes, 
a  certificate,  stating  that  the  claimant  is  entitled 
to  receive  a  patent  for  such  tract  of  land  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act;  for  which  certificate  the  register 
shall  receive  one  dollar;  and  which  certificate 
shall  entitle  the  party  to  a  patent  for  the  said 


tract  of  land,  which  shall  issue,  in  like  manner, 
as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  other  lands  of  the 
United  States. 
Approved,  February  13, 1813. 


An  Act  making  provision  for  an  additional  nnmber  of 

General  Officerv. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  six  major 
generals,  in  addition  to  those  already  authorized 
by  law;  each  of  whom  shall  be  allowed  two  aids- 
de-camp,  to  be  taken  from  the  officers  of  the  line, 
and  six  brigadier  generals,  who  shall  be  allowed 
a  brigade  major,  and  one  aid-de-camp,  each  to  be 
taken  also  from  the  officers  of  the  line. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
officers  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  receive  the 
same  pay.  forage,  rations,  and  other  emoluments, 
as  the  officers  of  the  same  grade  of  the  present 
Military  Establishment. 

Approved^  February  24, 1813. 


An  Act  authortxtng  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  lor 
the  serrice  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  Treasury  notes  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he 
may  think  expedient,  but  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  (he  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  pre- 
pared, signed,  and  issued,  in  the  manner  herein- 
after provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized,  in  addition  to  the  amount  author- 
ized by  the  next  preceding  section  of  this  act,  to 
cause  Treasury  notes,  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he 
may  think  expedient,  but  not  exceeding^  in  the 
whole,  the  further  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
to  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued,  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  provided :  Provided.  That  the  amount 
of  money  borrowed  or  obtained,  by  virtue  of  the 
notes  which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  sec- 
tion, shall  be  deemed,  and  held  to  be,  in  part  of 
the  sum  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  authorized 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  that  effect, 
passed  during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  he  reimbursed  by  the 
United  States,  at  such  places,  respectively,  as  may 
be  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  said  notes,  one 
year,  respectively,  after  the  dav  on  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  issued ;  from  which  day 
of  issue  they  shall  bear  interest,  at  the  rate  of 
five  and  two-fifths  per  centum  a  year,  payable 
to  the  owner  and  owners  of  such  notes,  at  the 
Treasury,  or  by  the  proper  commissioner  of  loans, 
or  by  the  officer  designated  for  that  purpose)  at 
the  places  and  times  respectively  designated  on 
the  face  of  said  notes,  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  respectively  signed, 
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in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  by  persons  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  two  of  which  persons  shali  sign 
each  note,  and  shall  each  receive,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  that  service,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 
twentv-five  cents  for  erery  hundred  notes  thus 
signea  by  them,  respectively ;  and  the  said  notes 
shall  likewise  be  countersigned  by  the  cornmis- 
sioner  of  loans  for  that  State,  where  the  notes 
may  respectively  be  made  payable,  or  by  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury,  if  made  payable  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  by  a  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  if  made  payable  in  a  State  for 
which  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans;  which 
person  or  persons  thus  appointed  shall  also  re- 
ceive, as  a  compensation  for  that  service,  at  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
hundred  notes  thus  signed  by  him  or  them  re- 
spectively. 

Sfic.  5.  And  he  itjurther  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  in  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  such 

Jortion  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  as  the  Presi- 
ent  may  think  expedient,  in  payment  of  supplies, 
or  debts  due  by  the  United  Statea,  to  such  public 
creditors,  or  other  persons,  as  may  choose  to  re- 
ceive such  notes  in  payment,  as  aforesaid,  at  par : 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  further  au- 
thorized, with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  borrow,  from  time  to  time, 
not  under  par,  such  sums  as  the  President  may 
think  expedient  on  the  credit  of  such  notes;  or 
to  sellj  not  under  par,  such  portion  of  the  said 
notes  as  the  President  may  think  expedient:  and 
it  shall  be  a  good  execution  of  this  provision  to 
pay  such  notes  to  such  bank  or  banks,  as  will  re- 
ceive the  same  at  par,  and  give  credit  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  the  amount 
thereof,  on  the  day  on  which  the  said  notes  shall 
thus  be  issued  and  paid  to  such  bank  or  banks 
respectively. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or  agents 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  any  portion  of  the  notes 
which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act:  a  com- 
mission not  exceeding  one-quarter  of  one  per 
cent.,  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  may,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such  agent 
or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  here- 
by appropriated  for  paying  such  commission  or 
commission  as  may  be  thus  allowed. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  transferrable  by  de- 
livery and  assignment,  endorsed  thereon  by  the 
person  to  whose  order,  the  same  shall,  on  the  face 
thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sbc  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes,  wherever  maae  payable, 
shall  be  everywhere  received  in  payment  of  all 
duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  and  of  all  public  lands  sold  by  the  said 
authority:  on  every  such  payment  credit  shali  be 
given  for  the  amount  of  both  the  principal  aod 
the  interest,  which,  on  the  day  of  such  payment, 
may  appear  due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  gi\re& 
in  payment :  and  the  said  interest  shall,  on  such 
payments,  be  computed  at  the  rate  of  one  cent 
and  one-half  of  a  cent  per  day.  on  every  hundred 
dollars  of  principal,  and  eacn  month  shtll  be 
computed  as  containing  thirty  days. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  itfiirther  enacted.  That  any 
person  making  payment  to  the  United  States,  ia 
the  said  Treasury  notes,  into  the  hands  of  any 
collector,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  pub- 
lic officer  or  agent,  shall,  on  books  kept  according 
to  such  forms  as  snail  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  give  duplicate  certificates 
of  the  number  and  respective  amount  of  piinci* 
pal  and  interest  of  eacn  and  every  Treasury  note 
thus  paid  by  such  person  $  and  every  collector, 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  public  officer 
or  agent,  who  shall  thus  receive  any  of  the  said 
Treasury  notes  in  payment,  shall,  on  payment  of 
the  same  into  the  Treasury,  or  into  one  of  the 
banks  where  the  public  moneys  are,  or  may  be, 
deposited,  receive  credit  both  for  the  principal  and 
for  the  interest,  computed  as  aforesaid,  which,  on 
the  day  of  such  last  mentioned  payment,  snail 
appear  due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  paid  in;  and 
he  shall  be  charged  for  the  interest  accrued  on 
such  note  or  notes  from  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  received  by  him  in  payment 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  day  on  whicn  the  same  shall 
be  paid  by  him  a^  aforesaid :  Prwided^  oltfoyf, 
That  no  such  charge  or  deduction  shall  be  made 
with  respect  to  any  bank,  into  which  payments 
as  aforesaid,  may  be  maae  to  the  United  Suies, 
either  by  indiviauals  or  by  collectors,  receirers, 
or  other  public  officers,  or  agents,  and  which 
shall  receive  the  same  as  specie,  and  gire  credit 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the 
amount  thereof,  including  the  interest  accrued 
and  due  on  such  notes  on  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  thus  paid  into  such  bank, 
on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Commisioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be 
reimbursed  and  paid  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  Treasury  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  at  the  several  time  and  times  when 
the  same,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
should  be  thus  reimbursed  and  paid ;  and  the 
said  commissioners  are  further  authorized  to  make 
purchases  of  the  said  notes,  in  the  same  manner  as 
of  other  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  and  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  par,  for  the  amount  of  the  principal 
an(J  interest  due  at  the  time  of  purchase  of  such 
notes.  So  much  of  the  funds  constituting  the  an- 
nual appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  foe 
the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  tie 
public  debt  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  wanted 
for  that  purpose,after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  such  part  of  the 
principal  of  the  said  debt,  as  the  United  States  are 
now  pledged  annually  to  pay  and  reimburse,  incla- 


1333 


APPENDIX. 


1334 


Public  Acts  of  Cdngress. 


ding  therein  the  interest  and  principal  which  majr 
become  payable  upon  anyloan  or  loans  which  may 
be  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  law  passed  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  is  hereby  pledged 
and  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  for  the  reimbursement  or  purchase  of  the 
principal  of  the  said  notes;  and  so  much  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted, as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  is  here- 
by appropriated  for  making  up  any  deficiency  in 
the  funds  thus  pledged  and  appropriated,  for  paying 
the  principal  and  interest  as  aforesaid ;  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authori- 
zed and  directed  for  that  purpose,  to  caase  to 
be  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  and  at  such 
time  and  times  as  will  enable  the  said  Commis- 
sioners faithfully  and  punctually  to  pay  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  said  notes. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a 
sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
ated,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  preparing,  printing,  en- 
^rutring,  signing,  and  otherwise  incident  to  the 
issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  this 
act. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  etuicted^  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  madje,  forged,  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting,  any  note  in 
imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be,  a  Treasury  note 
aforesaid ;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause,  or  pro- 
cure to  be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or  asr 
•ist  in  falsely  altering  any  Treasury  note  issued 
as  aforesaid;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publisli,  as  true,  any 
false^orged,  or  counterfeited  note,  purporting  to 
be  a  Treasury  note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited ;  or 
shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass, 
utter,  or  publish  as  trUe,  any  falsely  altered  Trea- 
sury note  issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  falsely  altered,  every  such  person  shall  be 
deemed  and  adjudged  guitty  of  felony,  and  being 
thereof  convicted,  by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labor 
for  a  period  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more 
than  ten  years,  and  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing five  tliousand  dollars. 

Approved,  February  25, 1813. 

An  Act  to  impose  a  duty  on  the  importation  of  iron 

wire. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  iron  wire,  which,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  thisacMhall  be  imported 
into  the  United  States  and  the  Territories  thereof, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  is  paid  on  the 
importation  of  iron,  steel,  or  brass  locks,  hinges, 
hoes,  anvils,  and  vices. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  an  ad- 
dition of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  on  the 
rate  of  duty  hereby  directed  to  be  collected  on  the 
importation  of  iron  wire  as  aforesaid,  in  ships  or 
Teasels  not  of  the  United  States. 


Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
duty  laid  by  this  act  shall  be  levied  and  collected 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regula- 
tions and  allowances  as  to  drawbacks,  mode  of 
security,  and  time  of  payment,  as  the  duties  now 
in  force  on  the  articles  nereinbefore  enumerated* 

Approved,  February  25,  1813. 


An  Act  to  raise  ten  additionfed  companies  of  rangers. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
raise  ten  additional  companies  of  rangers,  on  the 
same  provisions,  conditions,  and  restrictions,  aa 
those  authorized  to  be  raised  by  *'Ao  act  authori- 
zing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise 
certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  protection  of 
the  frontier  of  the  United  States,"  which  said 
companies  shall  be  in  lien  of  one  of  the  regiments 
authorized  to  be  raised  by  the  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  lo  raise  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen. 

Approved,  February  25, 1813. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  May  next. 

Approved,  February  27, 1813. 


An  Act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Tremsory  te  re- 
mit certain  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  therein 
mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  in  all  cases  where 
goods,  wares, and  merchandise  have  been  imported 
or  introduced  into  the  United  States  (the  same 
not  having  been  clandestinely  imported  or  intro- 
duced) from  the  depnendencies  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  since  the  dec- 
laration  of  war  by  the  United  States  against  the 
said  Kingdom,  or  which  were  shipped  from  the 
said  Kingdom  prior  to  the  second  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  whereby 
the  person  or  persons  interested  in  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  or  concerned  in  the  im- 
portion  or  introduction  thereof,  into  the  United 
states,  hath  or  have  incored  any  fine,  penalty  or 
forfeiture,  under  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  inter* 
diet  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  act  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  last  mentioned,  on  such  person  or 
persons  petitioning  for  relief  to  any  judge  or  court, 
proper  to  bear  the  same,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
mitigatin|[  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties, 
and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned;"  and  on  the  facts  being  shown,  on  in- 
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quiry  had  by  the  said  judge  or  courts,  stated  aod 
traosinitted,  as  by  the  said  act  is  required,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  in  all  such  cases 
wherein  it  shall  be  proved,  to  his  satisfaction,  that 
the  said  goods,  waresj  and  merchandise^  at  the 
time  of  their  importation  or  introduction  into  the 
United  States  were  honafide  American  property, 
that  they  were  not  clandestinely  imported  or  in- 
troducea,  and  that  they  were  imported  or  intro- 
duced since  the  declaration  of  war  aforesaid,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to 
remit  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  that  may 
hare  been  incurred  under  the  said  acts,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  importation  or  introduction  into 
the  United  States,  upon  the  costs  and  charges 
that  haye  arisen,  or  may  arise,  being  paid  on  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  that  would  have  been  payable 
by  law.  on  such  foods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
if  legally  imported;  and  also,  to  direct  the  prose- 
cution or  proseoQtions,  if  any  shall  haye  been  in- 
stituted, for  the  recoyery  of  the  said  fines,  penal- 
ties, and  forfeitures,  to  cease  and  be  discontinued. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  UfiartKer  enacted^  That  the 
duties  payable  on  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, embraced  by  the  proyisions  of  the  aet,  enti- 
tled "An  act  authorizing  the  admission,  under 
certain  circumstances,  of  yessels  owned  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  their 
cargoes,  from  British  ports  beyond  tne  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,"  shall  not,  in  any  case,  be  paid,  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  in  such  manner  as  to  postpone 
the  payment  of  such  duties  beyond  the  time  and 
times  at  which  the  said  duties  should  haye  be- 
come payable,  if  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, had  been  imported  and  entered  at  the  time  of 
passing  this  act,  anything  in  the  act  aboyeman- 
tioned  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  February  27, 1813. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral be,  and  he  is  nereby,  authorized  to  contract  for 
carrying  mails  of  the  United  States  in  any  steam- 
boat or  boats,  whieh  are  or  may  be  established 
to  ply  between  one  post  town  and  another  post 
town :  Pramdedj  That  such  contract  shall  not  be 
made  for  a  longer  period  than  four  years :  And 
provided  alto,  That  the  pay  for  such  seryice 
shall  not  be  at  a  greater  rate,  taking  into  consid- 
eration distance^  expedition,  and  frequency,  than 
is  paid  for  carrying  the  mail  by  stages,  on  the  post 
road  or  roads,  or  adjacent  to  the  course  of  such 
steamboats,  and  that  such  contracts  shall  secure 
the  regular  transportation  of  the  mail  through- 
out each  year. 

Approved,  February  27, 1813. 

An  Aet  authorizing  the  appointment  of  additional 
otReen  in  the  respective  Territories  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  shall  be  appointed 
in  the  respective  Territories  of  the  United  States 
a  person  learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as  Attorney  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall,  besides  the  usual 


fees  of  office,  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  payable  quarter-vetrljr, 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  there 
shall  also  be  appointed,  in  each  of  said  Territories, 
a  Marshal,  who  shall  receive  the  same  fees  and 
compensation  as  is  allowed  by  law  to  the  Mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  Kentucky. 
Approved,  February  27, 1813. 


certain  poet  roads  in  the  State  of 


An  Act  to 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  foUowiog  post 
roads  be  established  :  from  Natchez,  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  by  Concordia,  to  Catahoala, 
and  from  thence,  by  Rapids,  to  Nachitoches;  from 
St.  Francisville,  by  St.  lielenaand  St.  Tammaof, 
to  Madison  ville. 

Approved,  February  27, 1813. 

An  Act  to  eaeonrage  Vaccination. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  a oiborized  (o 
appoint  an  agent  to  preserve  the  genuine  vaccioe 
matter,  and  to  furnish  the  same  to  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  whenever  it  may  be  applied 
for,  through  the  medium  of  the  post  office;  and 
such  agent  shall,  previous  to  his  enterug  upon 
the  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  to  him  by 
this  aet,  and  before  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the 

Erivilege  of  franking  any  letter  or  package  v 
erein  allowed,  take  and  subscribe  the  followiof 
oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  ma^strate,  sod 
cause  a  certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  Gea- 
eral  Post  Office :  "  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  (or  afiirm,as 
the  case  may  be)  that  I  will  faithfully  ase  mf 
best  exertions  to  preserve  the  genuine  vaccine 
matter,  and  to  furnish  the  same  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States;  and  also,  that  I  will  absuin 
from  everything  prohibited  in  relation  totbees* 
tablishmentof  the  post  office  of  the  United  States. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  asent  to  trans- 
mit to  the  several  postmasters  in  the  United  States 
a  copy  of  this  act  ;  and  he  shall  also  forward  to 
them  a  public  notice,  directing  how  and  where 
all  application  shall  be  made  to  him  for  vaccine 
matter. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  all  let- 
ters or  packages,  not  exceeding  half  an  ounce  m 
weight,  containing  vaccine  matter,  or  relating  to 
the  subject  of  vaccination,  and  that  alone,  shall 
be  carried  by  the  United  States'  mail  free  of  any 
postage,  either  to  or  from  the  agent  who  may  be 
appointed  to  carry  the  provisions  of  this  act  into 
effect:  Provided  alioaye,  That  the  said  agent, 
before  he  delivers  any  letter  for  transmission  by 
the  mail,  shall,  in  his  own  proper  handwriting, 
on  the  outside  thereof,  endorse  the  word  **  rae- 
crnation,"  and  thereto  subscribe  his  name,  and 
shall  previously  furnish  the  postmaster  of  the  of- 
fice where  he  shall  deposite  the  same  with  s 
specimen  of  his  signature ;  and  if  said  agent  shaU 
frank  any  letter  or  paclcage,  in  which  shall  be 
contained  anything  relative  to  any  subject  otter 
than  vaccination,  be  shall,  on  conviction  of  every 
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such  ofieoce,  forfeit  aad  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars, 
to  be  recovered  ia  the  same  madDer  as  other  fines 
or  violations  of  law  establishing  the  post  office  : 
Provided  alsOf  That  the  discharge  of  any  agent, 
and  the  appointment  of  another  in  his  stead,  be 
at  the  discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 
Approved,  February  27, 1813. 


An  Act  giTiDg  further  time  for  regictering  claims  to 
lands  in  the  eastern  and  western  districts  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  now  State  of  Louisiana* 

Be  it  enacted,  ^'c^  That  every  person  or  per- 
sons claiming  lands  in  the  eastern  or  western  dis- 
trict of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now  State  of 
Louisiana,  who  are  actual  settlers  on  the  land 
which  they  claim,  and  whose  claims  have  not 
been  heretofore  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  district  wherein  the  lands  lie,  shall 
be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to 
deliver  notices  in  writing,  and  the  written  evi- 
dences of  their  claims,  in  the  said  districts,  respec- 
tively, to  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  New 
Orleans  and  Opelousas ;  and  the  notices  and  evi- 
dences so  delivered,  within  the  time  limited  by 
this  act,  shall  be  recorded  in  the  same  manner, 
and  on  payment  of  the  same  fees,  as  if  the  same 
had  been  delivered  before  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight ;  but  the 
rights  of  such  persons  as  shall  neglect  so  doing, 
within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall,  so  far 
as  they  are  derived  from,  or  founded  on,  any  act 
of  Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and  become 
void,  and  the  evidences  of  their  claims  nerer  af- 
ter admitted  as  evidence  in  any  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  against  any  grant  derived  from  the 
United  States. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  itfiaiher  enacted,  That  every 
person  or  persons  who  had  filed  his  or  their  no- 
tice of  claims  to  land,  lying  within  either  of  the 
said  districts  with  the  proper  register  of  the  land 
office,  according  to,  former  laws,  but  have  not 
exhibited  any  testimony  or  written  evidence  in 
support  of  the  same,  and  whose  claim  has  not 
been  confirmed  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  ascertain  and  settle  claims  to  lands  in  the  said 
districts,  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next,  to  deliver  the  written  evidence  or  other 
testimony  in  support  of  his  or  their  elaim,  the 
notice  oi  which  nad  been  filed  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
register  of  the  land  office  ajt  New  Orleans,  for 
lands  lying  in  the  eastern  district,  and  the  rois- 
ter of  the  land  office  at  Opelousas,  for  lands  lym^ 
in  the  western  district  |  and  every  written  evi- 
dence of  claim,  the  notice  whereof  had  been  filed 
as  aforesaid,  for  lands  lyin^  in  the  said  districts, 
delivered,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  section, 
to  the  said  registers,  shall,  by  them,  respectively 
be  recorded  in  the  same  manner  as  was  directed, 
and  on  receiving  the  same  fees  allowed  by  former 
acts  for  recording  evidence  of  claim  to  lands  in 
the  same  districts ;  and  the  right  of  any  such  per- 
sons neglecting  to  deliver'  the  evidence  of  their 
claims  as  abovementioned,  shall  become  barred 
and  Toid  in  so  far  at  the  same  is  derived  from 


the  United  States,  and  the  evidence  thereof  be 
incapable  of  being  admitted  in  any  court  what- 
soever against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  3.  Arvd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  said 
respective  land  offices  at  New  Orleans  and  Ope- 
lousas, shall  have  the  same  powers  and  perform 
the  same  duties  in  every  respect,  in  relation  to 
the  claims  that  may  be  filed  according  to  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  and  the  claims,  notice  of  which 
had  been  given  under  former  acts,  and  the  evi- 
dence in  support  thereofahall  have  been  delivered 
according  to  the  second  section  of  this  act,  as  the 
board  oi  commissioners,  for  ascertaining  and  ad- 
justing claims  to  lands  in  the  same  districts,  would 
have  had  or  should  have  performed,  if  such  no- 
tice had  been  filed,  and  such  evidence  delivered, 
before  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  except,  that  their  decisions 
shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress. 

Sec.  4.  Arid  be  it  further  etuicted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  each  of 
the  said  land  offices,  respectively,  to  make,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office,  a  re- 
port of  all  the  claims  filed  with  the  register  as 
aforesaid,  with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in 
support  tnereof,  and  of  the  claims  formerly  filed, 
in  support  of  which  evidence  shall  have  been  re- 
ceived, with  the  substance  of  such  evidence,  and 
also  their  opinion,  and  such  remarks  respecting 
the  claims  as  they  may  think  proper  to  make ; 
which  report,  together  with  a  list  of  the  claims 
which,  in  the  opmion  of  the  register  and  receiver, 
ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be  laid  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  (General  Land  Office  before  Con- 
gress, at  theirnext  session,  for  their  determination 
thereon. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  Juttker  enacted,  That  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  aforesaid  land  offices 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  clerk,  whose  duties 
shall  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  aforesaid 
claims,  as  were  required  of  the  clerk  to  the  board 
of  commissioners  for  the  same  district^  and  the 
said  registers,  receivers,  and  clerks,  shall  each  be 
altowed  fifty  cents  for  each  claim  on  which  a  de- 
cision shall  be  made,  in  their  respective  districts, 
whether  such  decision  be  in  favor  or  against  the 
claims ;  which  allowance  of  fifty  cents  shall  be 
in  foH  compensation  for  their  services  under  this 
act.  And  a  further  sum  of  fifty  cents  shall  be 
allowed  on  each  claim  decided  as  aforesaidt  to 
defray  the  expense  of  making  translations  from 
the  French  and  Spanish  languages. 

Approved,  February  27, 1813. 


An  Act  to  authorise  and  empower  the  President  and 
Managers  of  the  Washington  Turnpike  Company 
of  Hob  State  of  Maryland,  when  organized,  to  ex- 
tend and  make  their  turnpike  road  to  or  from 
Geoigetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  through 
the  said  ]>istrict,  to  the  line  thereof. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  law  of  the  State 
of  Maryland,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  to  make  a  turnpike  road  from  the  line 
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of  the  District  of  Colambia,  where  it  crosses  the 
post  road  lea'dine  from  Georgetown  to  Frederick- 
town,  throuffh  MoDtgomery  and  Frederick  coun- 
ties to  Fredericktown,"  passed  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fire,  and  the  supple- 
ment thereto,  be,  aud  they  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  in  full  force,  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
president  and  managers  of  said  company,  when 
organized  according  to  law,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  make 
said  turnpike  road  from  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cfolumbia,  through  Tennallytown,  to  the 
line  of  said  District,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  as  by  law 
they  are  authorized  to  make  the  said  turnpike, 
within  the  limits  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That,  when 
and  so  soon  as  the  said  turnpike  road  snail  be 
completed  from  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  Montgomery  court-house,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  president  and  managers  of  said  com- 
pany to  erect  a  toll-gate  on  this  side  of,  and  near 
to  Tennallytown,  and  there  to  demand  and  re- 
ceive such  tolls,  and  on  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions, as  by  the  law  of  the  State  of  Maryland  they 
are  authorized  to  demand  and  receive,  at  any 
toll-gate  erected  on  said  road  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Maryland. 

Approved,  February  27, 1813. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Barbaiy  Powers." 

Be  U  enacted^  <fc..  That  so  much  of  the  aet 
passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  "An 
act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers," as  is  contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said 
aet,  and  which  was  continued  in  force  for  the 
time  therein  mentioned,  by  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  first 
section  of  the  aet,  entitled  'An  act  further  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  i^gainst  the  Barbary  Powers,"  passed  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
continued  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  ana  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  next  eostiiog  session  of  Con- 

fress:  Provided^  however.  That  the  additional 
uty  laid  by  said  section  shall  be  collected  on  all 
such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  liable  to  pay 
the  %ame,  as  shall  have  been  imported  previous 
to  the  end  of  that  session  of  Congress. 
Approved,  Fjebruary  27, 1813. 


An  Act  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the  pub- 
lic and  private  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Be  it  enacUd,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
termination  of  the  war  in  which  the  United 
States  are  now  engaged  with  Great  Britain,  it 


shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ  od  board  any  of  the 
public  or  private  vessels  of  the  United  States  any 
person  or  persons  except  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  or  persons  of  coior,  natives  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  employ  as  aforesaid  any 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  anless 
such  citizen  shall  produce  to  the  commander  of 
the  public  vessel,  if  to  be  employed  on  board  such 
vessel,  or  to  a  collector  of  the  customs,  a  certified 
copy  of  the  act  bv  which  he  shall  have  been  nat- 
uralized, setting  forth  such  naturalization  and  the 
time  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  in  all 
eases  of  private  vessels  of  the  United  States  sail- 
ing from  a  port  in  the  United  States  to  a  foreign 
port,  the  list  of  the  crew,  made  as  heretofore  di- 
rected by  law,  shall  be  examined  by  the  collector 
for  the  district  from  which  the  vessel  shall  clear 
out,  and,  if  approved  of  by  him,  shall  be  certified 
accordingly*  And  no  person  shall  be  admitted 
or  employed  as  aforesaid,  on  board  of  aoy  vessel 
aforesaid,  unless  his  name  shall  have  been  en- 
tered in  the  list  of  the  crew,  approved  and  certi- 
fied by  the  collector  for  the  district  from  which 
the  vessel  shall  clear  out  as  aforesaid.  And  the 
said  collector,  before  he  delivers  the  list  of  the 
crew,  approved  and  certified  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
captain,  master,  or  proper  ofiicer  of  the  vessel  to 
which  the  same  belongs,  shall  cause  the  same  to 
be  recorded  in  a  book  by  him  for  that  purpose  to 
be  provided,  and  that  the  said  record  shall  be  open 
for  the  inspection  of  all  persons,  and  a  certified 
copy  thereof  shall  be  admitted  in  evidepee  iaanf 
court  in  which  any  question  may  arise,  ander 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  Tbac  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  from  time  to  time  to  make  such  fa^ 
ther  regulations,  and  to  give  such  directions  to 
the  several  commanders  of  public  vessels,  and  to 
the  several  collectors,  as  may  be  proper  aod  ne- 
cessary respecting  the  proofs  of  citizenship,  to  be 
exhibited  to  the  commanders  or  collectors  afore- 
wid :  Provided,  That  nothing  contaiued  io  sach 
regulationt  or  directions  shall  be  repugnant  to 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  acu 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  froo 
and  after  the  time  when  this  act  shall  take  effect, 
no  seaman  or  other  seafaring  man,  not  being  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  admitted  ot 
received  as  a  passenger  on  board  of  any  public  or 
private  vessel  of  the  United  States,  in  a  foreiffo 
port,  without  permission  in  writing  from  the 
proper  officers  of  the  country  of  which  soch  sea- 
man or  seafaring  man  may  be  a  subject  or  cit- 
izen. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That,  (m 
and  after  the  time  when  this  act  shall  uke  effect, 
the  Consuls  or  commercial  agents  of  any  oaiioa 
at  peace  with  the  United  Sutes  shall  be  adim^ 
ted  (under  such  regulati%)ns  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States)  to  state 
their  objectionsi  to  the  proper  commander  ot  col- 
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lector  as  aforesaid,  a^aiost  the  employ  men  t  of 
aoy  seaman  or  seafaring  man  on  board  of  any 
public  or  prirate  ressel  of  the  United  States,  on 


accoQDt  of  hisbeinga  Dative  subject  or  citizen  of       Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no 


take  place  under  any  treaty  or  conveDtion,  made 
and  ratified  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


such  natioD,  and  not  embraced  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons  who  may  be  lawfully  employed, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  the 
said  CoDbuls  or  commercial  agents  shall  also  be 
admitted,  under  the  said  regulations,  to  be  present 
at  the  time  when  the  proofs  of  citizenship  of  the 
persons  against  whom  such  objections  may  have 
been  made,  shall  be  investigated  by  such  com- 
mander or  collector. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  commander  of  a  public  vessel  of  the  United 
States  shall  knowingly  employ,  or  permit  to  be 
employed,  or  shall  admit  or  receive,  or  permit  to 
be  admitted  or  received,  on  board  his  vessel,  any 
person  whose  employ^ment  or  admission  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  shall  on 
conviction  thereof  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  for  each  person  thus  unlawfully 
employed  or  admitted  on  board  such  vessel. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if 
any  person  shall,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions  of 
this  act,  be  employed,  or  be  received  on  board  of 
any  private  vessel,  the  master  or  commander,  and 
the  owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel,  knowing 
thereof,  shall  respectively  forfeit  and  pay  five 
hundred  dollars  for  each  person  thus  unlawfully 
employed  or  received  in  any  one  voyage  \  which 
sum  or  sums  shall  be  recovered,  although  such ' 
seaman  or  person  shall  have  been  admitted  and 
entered  in  the  certified  list  of  the  crew  aforesaid, 
by  the  collector  for  the  district  to  which  the  ves- 
sel may  belong;  and  all  penalties  and  forfeitures 
arising  under  or  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  with 
costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt,  and  shall  accrue 
and  be  one  moiety  thereof  to  tne  use  of  the  per- 
son who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no- 
thing in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
prohibit  any  commander  or  master  of  a  public  or 
private  vessel  of  the  United  States,  whilst  in  a 
foreign  port  or  place,  from  receiving  any  Ameri- 
can seaman  in  conformity  to  law,  or  supplying 
aoy  deficiency  of  seamen  onboard  of  such  vessel, 
by  employing  American  seamen,  or  subjects  of 
such  foreign  country,  the  employment  of  whom 
shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  laws  thereof. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  have  no  efiect  or  op- 
eration with  respect  to  the  employment,  as  sea- 
men, of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  foreign 
nation  which  shall  not,  by  treaty  or  special  con- 
yention  with  the  Government  of  tne  United 
States,  have  prohibited,  on  board  of  her  public 
and  private  vessels,  the  employment  of  native 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have  not  be- 
come a  citizen  or  subject  of  such  nation. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no- 
thing in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  prevent  any  arrangement  between  the  Uni- 


person  who  shall  arrive  in  the  United  States, 
from  and  after  the  time  when  this  act  shall  take 
effect,  shall  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  who  shall  not,  for  the  con- 
tinued term  of  five  years  next  preceding  his  ad- 
mission as  aforesaid,  have  resided  within  the 
United  States,  without  being,  at  any  time  during 
the  said  five  years,  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counter- 
feit, or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged, 
or  counterfeited,  any  certificate  or  evidence  ot' 
citizenship  referred  to  in  this  act ;  or  shall  pass, 
utter^  or  use  as  true^  any  false,  forged,  or  coun- 
terfeited certificate  ot  citizen!«hip^  or  shall  make 
sale  or  dispose  of  any  certificate  of  citizenship 
to  any  person  other  than  the  person  for  whom  it 
was  originally  issued,  and  to  whom  it  may  of 
right  belong,  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony ;  and,  on  being 
thereof  convicted  by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard 
labor  for  a  period  not  less  than  three  or  more 
than  five  years,  or  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  less  than 
five  hunared  dollars^  nor  more  than  one  thou*' 
sand  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  taking 
cognizance  thereof. 

Sec  14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no 
suit  shall  be  brought  for  any  forfeiture  or  penalty 
incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless 
the  suit  be  commenced  within  three  years  from 
the  time  of  the  forfeiture. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 


ted  (States  and  any  foreign  nation,  which  may '  mpney  may  have  expired,  or  shall  expire,  before 


An  Act  giving  further  time  to  purchaserB  of  public 
lands  to  complete  their  payments. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  every  person  who. 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  had  purchased  any  tract 
or  tracts  of  land  of  the  United  States,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  six  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
unless  the  tract  purchased  be  a  fractional  section 
or  sections,  or  fractional  sections  classed  with  an 
entire  section,  at  any  of  the  land  offices  estab- 
lished for  the  disposal  of  the  publiQ  lands,  and 
whose  lands  have  not  already  been  actually  sold, 
or  reverted  to  the  United  States  for  non-pay- 
ment of  part  of  the  purchase  money,  shall  be  al- 
lowed the  further  term  of  three  years,  from  and 
after  the  expiration  of  the  period  already  given 
by  law,  for  completing  the  payment  of  the  said 
purchase  money;  which  further  term  of  three 
years  shall  be  allowed  only  on  condition :  first, 
that  all  arrears  of  interest  on  the  purchase  mo- 
ney shall  have  been  paid  on  or  before  the  time 
shall  have  expired,  accordincr  to  former  laws,  for 
completing  the  payment  of  tne  purchase  money: 
Provided,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  the  time 
for  completing  the    payment  of  the  purchase 
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the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  interest  majr  be 
paid  on  or  before  that  day:  second,  that  the  res- 
idue of  the  sum,  due  on  account  of  the  principal 
of  such  purchase,  shall  be  paid,  with  interest 
thereon,  in  three  equal  annual  payments,  tiz: 
one-third  of  the  said  residue,  with  interest  which 
may  then  be  due  thereon,  within  one  year;  ano- 
ther third  of  said  residue,  with  interest,  within  two 
years,  and  the  remaining  third  of  said  residue,  with 
interest,  within  three  years  after  the  expiration  of 
the  time  for  completing  th^paymentonaccountof 
such  purchase,  according  to  former  laws;  and  in 
ease  of  failure  in  payinjg  either  the  arrears  or  in- 
terest, or  any  of  three  instalments  of  principal 
with  the  accruing  interest,  at  the  time  and  times 
abovementioned,  the  tract  of  land  shall  be  forth- 
with advertised  and  offered  for  sale,  in  the  man- 
ner and  on  the  terms  directed  by  law.  In  case  of 
lands  not  paid  for  within  the  limited  term,  and 
shall  revert  in  like  manner,  if  the  sum  due,  with 
interest^  be  not  at  such  sale  bidden  and  paid: 
Provided,  That  the  benefit  of  this  act  shall  not 
extend  to  any  person  or  persons,  on  account  of 
any  purchase  of  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land,  made 
at  any  of  the  land  offices  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 
Approved,  March  3, 1813. 


An  Aet  allowing  farther  time  for  deliTering  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  and  for  regulating  the  donation  grants 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  everv  person  or  per- 
sona who  had  filed  a  notice  of  claim  to  any  tract 
of  land  lying  within  the  district  of  Louisiana 
(now  Territory  of  Missouri)  with  the  recorder 
of  land  titles,  according  to  law,  and  have  not 
exhibited  any  testimony  or  written  evidence-in 
support  of  the  same,  and  whose  claim  has  not 
already  been  confirmed,  shall  be  allowed  until 
the  first  of  January  next,  to  deliver  to  the  re- 
corder of  land  titles  for  said  Territory  the  writ- 
ten evidence,  or  produce  other  testimony,  in  sup- 
port of  his  or  their  claim,  notice  whereof  had 
been  tiled  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  written  evidence 
delivered  to  the  said  recorder  within  the  time 
limited  by  this  section,  in  support  of  claims  filed 
aa  aforesaid,  shall  be  b^  him  recorded  in  the  same 
manner,  and  on  receiving  the  same  fees  allowed 
by  former  acts  for  recording  written  evidence  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  said  district ;  and  the  rights 
of  any  such  person  neglecting  to  deliver  the  evi- 
dence of  their  claims  within  the  time  abovemen- 
tioned  shall  become  barred  and  void,  in  so  far  as 
the  same  was  derived  from  the  United  States, 
and  the  evidence  thereof  be  incapable  of  being 
admitted  in  any  court  whatsoever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  said  Territory  shall 
have  the  same  powers,  and  perform  the  same 
duties  in  every  respect,  in  relation  to  the  claims, 
whereof  notice  had  been  filed  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  written  evidence  in  support  thereof  shall  have 
been  delivered,  or  other  testimony  produced  with- 


in the  time  limited  by  this  act,  as  the  board  of 
commissioners  for  ascertaining  the  rights  of  per- 
sons claiming  lands  in  said  district  would  have 
had  or  should  have  performed  if  the  evidence  of 
such  claims  had  been  delivered  before  the  first 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight,  except  that  his  decision  shall  be  subject  to 
the  revision  of  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  recorder  to  make,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  a  re- 
port of  all  the  claims  which  had  been  filed,  and 
in  support  of  which  evidence  shall  be  reeeired 
as  aforesaid,  with  the  substance  of  such  evidence, 
together  with  his  opinion,  and  such  remarks  ss 
he  may  think  proper,  which  report,  together  with 
a  list  of  the  claims  which,  in  the  optoioo  of  the 
said  recorder,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  shall  belaid 
before  Congress  at  their  next  session  for  their 
determination  thereon. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  erery 

{person  whose  claim  to  a  donation  of  a  tract  of 
and  in  said  district  has  been  confirmed  by  tke 
board  of  commissioners  appointed  for  ascertain* 
ing  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  said 
district,  and  is  embraced  in  their  report  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuij,  or  which 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  recorder  of^land  titles, 
under  the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  further  provision  for  settling  the 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mi8souri,'Up- 
proved  on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  shall  l>e  entitled  tot 
grant  for  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  ootwith- 
standing  a  less  quantity  shall  have  been  allowed 
to  him  by  the  decision  of  the  said  commissioners, 
or  recorder  of  land  titles :  Provided,  That  in  no 
case  shall  the  grant  be  for  more  land  than  was 
claimed  by  the  party  in  bia  notice  of  claim,  nor 
for  more  land  tnan  is  contained  within  the  ac- 
knowledged and  ascertained  boundaries  of  the 
tract  claimed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
principal  deputy  surveyor  for  the  said  Territory 
shall  survey  or  cause  to  be  surveyed,  under  the 
direction  or  the  surveyor  general,  a  tract  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  to  each  claim- 
ant of  a  donation  tract,  whose  claim  has  been 
confirmed  as  aforesaid,  except  as  provided  by  the 
last  preceding  section,  where  the  quantity  claimed 
by  the  party  was  iesa  than  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  and  where  the  aacertatned  boundaries  of 
the  tract  claimed  does  not  include  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  in  which  cases  the  survey  shall 
contain  only  the  land  claimed ;  and  the  tracts 
thus  to  be  surveyed  shall  consist  of  unapproprts- 
ted  lands,  and  shall  in  every  case  contain  the  im- 
proved lands,  by  virtue  of  the  settlement  on,  and 
cultivation  of,  which  the  claimant's  right  to  s 
donation  has  been  confirmed;  and  in  all  cases 
where,  by  reason  of  adjacent  prior  claims,  or 
the  contiguity  of  the  improvements  of  the  per* 
sons  entitled  to  donation  ^rants^  each  claimast 
cannot  obtain  a  tract  of  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  the  vacant  lands  applicable  to  the  object 
shall  be  divided  between  toe  claimanu,  in  sach 
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maaoer  as  shall  appear  to  the  princifMil  deputy 
surveyor  most  eauitable ;  and  wbeoever  plats  of 
the  surveys  shall  have  been  returned  by  toe  prin- 
cipal deputy  surveyor  to  the  office  of  the  recorder 
of  land  titles,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  recorder 
to  issue  for  each  tract,  according  to  the  survey 
returned  to  him,  a  certificate  in  favor  of  the  party 
to  each  person  entitled  thereto,  which  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  said  Commissioner  that  such  cer- 
tificate was  fairly  obtained,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  then  in  that  case 
patents  shall  be  granted  in  like  manner  as  is  pro- 
vided by  law  for  other  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Sfic.  6.  And  be  il further  enacted^  That  the  said 
recorder  of  land  titles,  in  addition  to  bis  salary 
as  fixed  by  law,  shall  be  allowed  fifty  cents  on 
each  claim  which  had  been  filed,  and  m  support 
of  which  evidence  shall  have  been  received,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  section  of  this  act.  and  on 
which  he  shall  make  a  decision,  whetner  such 
decision  be  in  favor  of,  or  against,  the  claim ;  and 
a  further  allowance  of  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
shall  be  paid  after  he  shall  have  made  his  report 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office; 
which  allowance  of  fifty  cents  for  each  claim 
decided  on,  and  five  hundred  dollars  on  the  coni- 
pletioo  of  the  business,  shall  be  in  full  compen- 
sation for  his  services,  including  clerk  hir«,  re- 
specting the  claims  to  be  decided  on  according  to 
this  act. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813, 


An  Act  to  alter  Hm  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
in  the  respective  districts  of  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  instead  of  the  first 
Tuesdays  of  April  and  October,  the  district  court 
for  the  district  of  New  York,  directed  by  law  to 
be  holden  at  Utica,  shall  be  holden  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  Mav,  and  the  fourth  Tuesday  of 
September,  yearly. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
actions,  suits,  process,  and  proceedings,  com- 
menced, or  to  be  commenced,  or  now  pending  in 
said  district  court,  and  liable  to  be  discontinued, 
or  suffer  prejudice  from  the  foregoing  alterations, 
inay  be  returned  to,  and  shall  be  continued  to  the 
district  court,  to  be  holden  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  in  such  manner  as  that  the  same  shall  suffer 
no  discontinuance  or  prejudice  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
respective  terms  of  the  district  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts district,  which  are-no w' required  by  law 
to  be  holden  at  Salem,  within  said  district,  shall 
hereafter  be  holden  at  Boston,  within  said  'dis- 
trict, at  the  respective  times  now  prescribed  by 
law ;  and  that  all  writs  and  processes,  of  whatso- 
ever nature  or  kfnd,  that  have  been  or  may  be 
issued,  and  made  returnable  to  the  said  court  at 
Salem,  shall  be  returnable  and  returned  to  the 
said  court  at  Boston,  anything  in  any  former  law 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 

idth  Con.  2d  Sxss. 


A^  Act  to  encourage  the  destmction  of  the  anned 
Yessels  of  war  of  the  enemy* 

Be  it  enacted^^.j  That,  during  the  present 
war  with  Great  Britain,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons  to  burn,  sink,  or  destroy,  any 
british  armed'  vessel  of  war,  except  yessels  com- 
ing as  cartels  or  flags  of  truce ;  and  for  that  purpose  < 
to  use  torpedoes,  submarine  instrun|ents,  or  any 
other  destructive  machine  whatever:  and  a  bounty 
of  one^'lialf  the  value  of  the  armed  vessel  so  burnt, 
sunki  or  destroyed,  and  also  one-half  the  value  or 
her  guna,  oargo,  tackle,  and  apparel,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  such 
person  or  persons  who  shall  effect  the  same,  other- 
wise than  by  the  armed  or  eommbaioned  vessela 
of  the  United  States* 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 


An  Act  the  better  to  provide  for  the  supplies  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  accounta- 
bility of  persons  intrusted  with  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  third  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  erect- 
ing and  repairing  of  arsenals  and  magazines,  and 
for  other  purposes,*'  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed,  from 
and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  a  superintendent  general  uf  military  sup-* 
plies,  who  shall  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
and  receive  an  annual  salary  of  three  thousana 
dollars ;  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be^  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  keep  proper  accounts  of  all  the  military 
stores  and  supplies  of  every  description,  pur- 
chased or  distributed  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  volunteers  and  mil- 
itia in  their  service  ;  to  prescribe  the  forms  of  all. 
the  returns  and  accounts  of  such  stores  and  sup- 
plies purchased,  on  hand,  distributed,  used,  or 
sold,  to  t)e  rendered  by  the  commissary  of  ord- 
nance and  officers  in  his  department,  by  the  com- 
missary general  of  purchases  and  his  deputies, 
by  the  several  officers  in  the  q^uartermaster  gen- 
eral's department,  by  the  regimental  quartel'mas- 
ters,  by  the  hospital  surgeons  and  other  officers, 
belonging  to  the  hospital  and  medical  depart- 
ment, and  by  all  other  officers,  agents,  or  persons 
who  shall  have  receired,  distributed,  or  been  in- 
trusted with  such  stores  and  supplies  as  afore- 
said ;  to  call  to  account  all  such  persons;  to  audit 
and  settle  all  such  accounts,  and,  in  case  of  de- 
linquency, to  transmit  the  account,  and  to  state 
the  value  of  the  articles  unaccounted  for  by  such 
delinquency,  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  for  final  settlement  and  recovery  of 
such  value;  to  transmit  all  such  orders,  and  gen- 
erally to  perform  all  such  other  duties  respecting 
the  general  tsuperintendence  of  the  purchase, 
transportation,  safe-keeping,  and  accountability 
of  military  supplies  and  stores,  as  aforesaid,  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  for  the  War 
Department. 
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Sbo.  3.  AndL  be  iijurther  enacted^  That  th« 
commissary  general  of  purchases  and  his  depu- 
tiesy  the*  several  officers  in  the  quartermaster's 
defArtment,  the  regimental  quartermasters,  the 
commissary  of  ordnance,  his  assUtant  and  depu- 
ties, the  principal  hospital  surgeons  and  officers 
belonging  to  tqe  hospital  and  medical  depart- 
ments, and  aU  other  officers,  agents,  or  persons 
who  shall  have  received,  or  may  be  intrusted 
with,  any  stores  or  supplies,  of  any  description 
whatever,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
.States,  and  of  the  Tolunteers  or  militia  in  their 
service,  shall  render  quarterly  accounts  of  the 
disposition  and  state  of  all  such  stores  and  sup- 
plies to  the  superintendent  aforesaid,  and  shall 
also  make  such  other  returns  respecting  the  same, 
and  at  such  other  times  as  the  Secretary  for  the 
War  Department  may  prescribe :  Provided^  Aoto- 
€ver.  That  the  accounts  and  returns  thus  rendered 
shall  relate  to  the  articles  of  supply  only,  which 
may  have  been  received  and  disposed  of,  or  as 
may  remain  on  hand,  and  shall  not  embrace  the 
specie  accounts  for  moneys  disbursed  by  such 
officers,  affeots,  or  other  persons;  which  specie 
accounts  shall  be  renderea,  as  heretofore,  to  the 
Accountant  for  the  War  Department. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
officers,  agents,  or  other  persons,  who  may  re- 
ceive moneys  in  advance  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, shall  render  quarterly  accou  nts  to  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  said  Department,  of  their  specie 
receipts  and  disbursements,  and  shall  moreover 
niake  such  other  monthly  summary  statements 
thereof,  to  the  Secretary  for  the  said  Department, 
as  he  may  prescribe^  And  the  quarterly  accounts 
of  supplies,  or  of  mooevs,  rendered  as  aforesaid, 
shall  oe  respectively  settled  by  the  superintendent 
general  of  military  supplies,  and  by  tne  Account- 
ant of  the  War  Department,  according  to  their 
respective  authorities,  within  three  months  after 
the  time  when  such  accounts  shall  have  respect 
tively  been  rendered  to  them. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  Jurther  enaoted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  War  Department  shall  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  define 
and  prescribe  the  species  as  well  as  the  amount 
of  supplies  to  be  respectively  purchased  l^y  the 
commissary  general's  and  quartermaster  general's 
departments,  and  the  respective  duties  and  pow- 
ers of  the  said  departments  respecting  such  pur- 
chases i  and  also  to  adopt  and  prescribe  general 
regulations  for  the  transportation  of  the  articles 
ofsupplf  from  the  places  of  purchase  to  the  sev- 
eral armies,garrisons,  posts,  and  recruiting  places, 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  such  articles,  and  for  the 
distribution  of  an  adequate  and  timely  supply  of 
the  same  to  the  regimental  quartermasters,  and  to 
such  other  officers  as  may  by  virtue  of  such  reg- 
ulations  be  intrusted  with  the  same.  And  the 
Secretary  aforesaid  is  also  authorized  to  fix  and 
make  reasonable  allowances  for  the  store  rent, 
storage,  and  salary  of  store-keepers,  necessary 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  all  military  stores  and 
supplies. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
superintendent  general  of  military  supplies  shall 


be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  th^  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  but  the  President  is 
hereby  authorized  to  make  the  appointment  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  which  appointment  shau 
be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  meeting 
for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
superintendent  general  of  military  supplies  shall 
be  authorized  to  employ  a  sufficient  number  of 
clerks :  Provided^  Tnat  their  annual  compensa- 
tion shaH  not  exceed  in  the  whole  seven  thou- 
sand dollars ;  and  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  doU 
lars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  said 
compensation,  and  that  of  the  superintendent 
aforesaid,  dtuin^  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  it  hereby, 
empowered,  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient,  either 
to  appoint  for  the  time  being  a  special  commissary 
or  commissaries  for  the  purpose  of  supplying,  by 
purchase  or  contract,and  of  issuing,or  to  authorize 
any  officer  or  officers  in  the  quartermaster  gene- 
ral's department  to  supply  and  issue,  as  aforesaid, 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  army,  in  cases  where, 
either  from  the  want  of  contractors,  or  from  any 
deficiency  on  their  part,  or  from  any  other  con- 
tingency, such  measure  may  be  proper  and  ne- 
cessary in  order  to  insure  the  subsistence  of  the 
army  or  of  any  part  thereof;  and  such  special 
commissaries  shall  each,  whilst  employed,  be 
entitled  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  deputy 
quartermaster  general. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  not  exceeding  six 
assistant  commissaries,  to  be  attached  to  such 
army,  or  to  reside  at  such  places  respectively  as 
the  Secretary  for  the  War  Department  may  di- 
rect, for  the  purpose  of  receivins  from  the  com- 
missary general  of  purchases,  or  From  his  deputies, 
and  of  distributing  to  the  regimental  quartermas- 
ters, and  to  such  officers  as  may,  by  the  Secretary 
aforesaid,  be  designated,  the  clothing  and  other 
supplies  purchased  by  the  commissary  general 
aforesaid,  or  his  deputies,  and  destined  for  the 
use  of  the  troops  belonging  to  the  army,  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  place  to  which  such  assistant  conoi- 
missaries  may  respectively  be  attached.  And  said 
assistant  commissaries  shall,  whilst  employed,  be 
entitled  to  the  pay  and  eraolumenu  of  a  depaty 
quartermaster  general. 

Approved,  mirch  3, 1813. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
provide  new  certificates  of  registry. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  he  pro- 
f  ided  blank  certificates  of  registry,  and  such  other 
papers  as  may  be  necessary,  executed  in  such 
manner,  and  with  such  marks  as  he  may  direct ; 
and  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
1  no  certificate  of  registry  shall  be  issued,  except 
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suoh  as  shall  hare  been  provided  and  marked  as 
aforesaid ;  and  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  which  shall  have  been  duly  registered  as 
such,  shall  be  entitled  to  new  certineates  of  regis- 
try (gratis)  in  exchange  for  their  old  certifleates 
of  re|;istry.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  re- 
spective collectors,  on  departure  of  any  such  ship 
or  vessel,  after  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
from  any  district  to  which  such  ship  or  vessel 
shall  beloug,  to  issue  a  new  certificate  accord- 
ingly, and  to  retain  and  deface  the  former  cer- 
tificate. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
carry  this  act  into  effect. 

Approved,  March  3,  IQ13. 


An  Act  lesvarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  frigate 
Gonstitntion,  ud  the  offioezs  and  crew  of  the  Wasp. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
have  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  Captain  Isaac 
Hull,  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  his  officers  and 
crew,  the  sum  of  fiftj  thousand  dollars  for  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the  British ^  frigate 
Guerriere ;  and  the  like  sum,  in  like  manner,  to 
Captain  William  Bainbridge,  his  officers  and 
crew,  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Brit- 
ish trigate  Java;  and  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  in  like  manner,  to  Captain  Ja- 
cob Jones,  of  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  his  officers 
and  crew,  for  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  of 
war  Frolic ;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 

An  Act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  general  staflf 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Be  ii  enacted,  <f  c,  That  the  adjutant  general's, 
inspector  general's,  and  quartermaster  general's 
departments  shall  consist  of  the  following  officers, 
that  is  to  say:  an  adjutant  and  inspector  general, 
with  the  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments  of  a  briga- 
dier general,  and  not  exceeding  eight  adiutants 
general,  sixteen  assistant  adjutants  general,  eight 
topographical  engineers,  eight  assistant  topo- 
graphical engineers,  eight  inspectors  general,  six- 
teen assistant  inspectors  general,  eight  ^^uarler- 
masters  general,  eight  deputy  quartermasters  gen- 
general,  and  thirty-two  assistant  deputy  quarter- 
masters general. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  is  hereby^ 
authorized,  if  he  shall  deem  it  expedieot,  to  as* 
sign  one  of  the  brigadiers  general  to  the  princi- 
pal army  of  the  United  States,  who  shall,  in  such 
case,  act  as  adjutant  and  inspector  general,  and 
as  chief  of  the  staff*  of  such  army ;  and  the  quar- 
termaster general  attached  to  the  principal  army 


shall,  as  heretofore,  have  the  brevet  rank,  and  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  a  brigadier  ffeoeral. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
other  adjutants  shall  have  the  brevet  rank,  and  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  cavalry ;  all 
the  other  inspectors  general,  and  quartermasters 
general,  shall  have  the  brevet  rani,  and  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  a  colonel  of  infantry  \  the 
assistant  adjutants  general,  assistant  inspectors 
general,  deputy  quartermasters  general,  and  topo- 
graphical engineers,  shall  have  the  brevet  rank, 
and  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  major  of  cav- 
alry ;  and  the  assistant  topographical  engineers, 
ana  assistant  deputy  quartermasters  general,  shall 
have'  the  brevet  rank,  and  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  a  captain  of  infantry. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
assistant  adjutants  general,  the  assistant  inspec- 
tors general,  and  the  assistant  topographical  en* 
gineers,  shall  be  taken  from  the  line.  The  adju- 
tants general,  inspectors  general,  quartermasters 
general,  deputy  quartermasters  general,  topo- 
graphical engineers,  and  assistant  deputy  quarter- 
masters general,  may  be  taken  from  the  Una  or 
not,  as  the  President  may  deem  expedient.  And 
officers  taken  from  the  line,  and  transferred  to  the 
staff,  shall  receive  only  the  pay  and  emoluments 
attached  to  the  rank  in  the  staff;  but  their  trans- 
fer shall  be  without  prejudice  to  their  rank  and 
promotion  in  the  line,  according  to  their  said  rank 
and  seniority,  which  promotion  shall  take  place 
according  to  usage,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  they 
had  not  been  thus  transferred. 

Sec.  5.  Andbeitfiirther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  oe  is, hereby  authorized,  to  prepare  sen* 
eral  regulations,  better  defining  and  prescribing 
the  respective  duties  and  powers  of  the  seversu 
officers  in  the  adjutant  general,  inspector  general, 
quartermaster  general,  and  commissary  of  ord- 
nance departments,  of  the  topographical  engi- 
neers., of  the  aids  of  generals,  and  generally  of 
the  general  and  regimental  staff;  which  regula- 
tions, when  approved  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed,  un- 
til altered  or  revoked  by  the  same  authority. 
And  the  said  general  regulations,  thus  prepared 
and  approved,  shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at 
their  next  session.  .. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  fiurthir  enacted.  That  the 
number  of  assistant  deputy  commissaries  of 
ordnance  shall  not  exceea  sixteen,  and  that  they 
shall  respectively  be  entitled  to  the  brevet  rank, 
and  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  first  lieuten- 
ant of  infantry. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for 
the  better  su  peri  ate  Defence  and  management  of 
the  hospital  and  medical  establishment  of  the 
Army  or  the  United  States,  there  shall  be  a  phys- 
ician and  surgeon  general,  with  an  annual  salary 
of  two  thousand  nve  hundred  dollars,  and  an 
apothecary^  general,  with  an  annual  salary  of 
eighteen  hundred  dollars ;  whose  respective  duties 
and  powers  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 
Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
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forage,  wagoo,  and  barrack  matten  shall  be  ap- 
pointed as  heretofore;  bat  each  quartermaster 
general,  attached  to  aof  separate  army,  com- 
mand, or  district,  shall  be  authorized,  with  the 
approbation,  and  under  the  direction,  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  War  Department,  to  appoint  as 
many  such  officers,  and  to  employ  as  many  arti- 
ficers, mechanics,  and  laborers,  as  the  public  ser- 
vice mav  require. 

8eg.  9.  And  ht  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
msslstant  deputy  qaartermasters  general  may  be 
appointed,  and  officers  taken  from  the  line  and 
transferred  to  the  staff,  may  be  thus  transferred 
bv  the  President  of  the  United  States  alone. 
Hat  all  other  new  appointments  authorized  -  by 
this  act  shall  be  maae  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate.  Provided,  That,  during  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  such  appointments  may  be  made  by 
the  President  alone,  in  which  case  the  same  shall 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  at  their  next  sess^  for 
their  advice  and  consent. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
act,  and  every  part  of  an  act  of  Congress,  now  in 
force,  within  the  purview  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  ^^)  *t^d  ibe  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  adjutant  and 
inspector  general,  adjutants  ffeneral,  inspectors 
general,  qaartermasters  general,  commissary  gen- 
eral of  ordnance,  physician,  ana  surgeon  geoeral, 
and  apothecary  general,  which  relate  to  tneir  offi- 
cial duties,  shall  be  free  from  postage. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be^  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  appoint  any  of  the  officers  au- 
thorized by  an  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  pro- 
yision  for  an  additional  number  of  geoeral  offi- 
cers," passed  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February, 
ODe  thousi^nd  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Seoate,  to  be  submilteu  to  the 
Senate  at  their  next  session  for  their  advice  and 
consent;  aud  that  no  officer  appointed,  or  who 
may  be  appointed,  by  virtue  of  tne  aforesaid  act, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  pay  or  emolu- 
ment until  he  shall  be  called  into  actual  service, 
nor  for  aoy  looger  time  than  he  shall  be  con- 
tinued tbereio.  , 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 


cootinoed  in  force  for.oa*  ycajr,  apd  from  thtnce. 
to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and 

no  longer. 
Approved,  March  3;  1813. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  ibrce  "An  act  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  establish- 
ing the  fees  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer 
of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St  Mary's.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  act  of  Congressi 
I»ssed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  entitled  "An  act  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Qeoreia,  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  tnousand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
establisning  the  fees  of  the  harbor  master  and 
health  officer  of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St. 
M<try\''  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived  and 


An  Act  svpplementarj  to  the  act  i>r  increasing  the 

Navy. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  President  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  have  built  six  sloops 
of  war,  and  to  have  the  same  manned,  equipped* 
and  commissioned  for  service;  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  authorized  to  have  built,  or  procured, 
such  a  number  of  sloops  of  war,  or  other  armea 
vessels,  to  be  manned,  equipped,  and  commis- 
sioned, as  the  public  service  may.  require,  on  the 
lakes. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  ap- 
point such  officers,  and  to  employ  the  number  of 
seamen  which  may  be  necenary  for  such  vessels 
as  are  authorized  by  law  to  be  put  in  eonmiaaiaa, 
any  law  to  the  eontrary  notwithstanding. 

Sbc.  3.  Ami  be  UJwkher  enacUd^  That  for  the 
building  or  procuring  said  vessels,  and  for  the 
payment  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for 
vessels  already  procured  on  the  lakes,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  that  the  sum  of  nine  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and  ihe^ 
same  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Sbc  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  dock 
yard,  for  repairing  the  vessels  of  war,  in  such  cen- 
tral and  convenient  place  on  the  seaboard  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  designate. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tract-for  the  building  any  of  the  six  forty-foor 
gun  ships  authorized  by  law:  Provided,  That 
the  building  be  under  inspection  of  an  agent  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sbc,  6.  And  be  it  further  enoc^ea,  Thai  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
sell  or  dispose  of  such  and  so  many  of  the  gun- 
boats belonffinj^  to  the  United  States  as  may  nave 
become  unfit  for  service,  or  as,  in  his  judgment, 
may  no  longer  be  necessary  to  be  retained  ny  the 
Government. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 


An  Aet  making  eppropriatiens  for  the  support  of  th* 
Navv  of  the  UBitod  States,  for  the  year  one  then* 
■and  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteeOf  the  followin^^ 
sums  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  respectively 
appropriated,  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  one  million  six  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  thousand  dollars;  and  for  pay  due  to 
the  officers  and  crews  of  the  public  ships  and 
other  vessels  in  commissiooj  for  tlie  year  one  thou- 
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sand  eight  hUDdred  and  twelve,  three  liamlred 
aad  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  provisions,  seven  hundred  and  seventy -five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  instruments,  hospital  stores,  and 
all  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  one  hunared 
thousand  dollars. 

For  repair  of  vessels,  six  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  freight,  store  rent,  and  all  other  contiosent 
expenses,  tvro  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  navy  yards^  comprising  docks 
and  other  improvements,  pay  of  superintendents, 
store-keepers,  clerks,  and  laborers,  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  ordnance,  and  for  ordnanee  and  military 
stores,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
including  provisions  for  those  on  shore,  and  for- 
age for  the  staff*,  two  hundred  and  forty-ove  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  ninety^one  dollars  and 
seventy  cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  seventy-one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and 
ten  cents. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  twenty-«even 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  ter' 
entv-five  cents. 

For  medicines,  medical  services,  hospital  stoi«s, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick 
belonging  to  the  marine  corps,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  quartermasters'  and  barrack  masters' stores, 
officers'  travelling  expenses,  armorers'  and  car- 
penters' bills,  fue^  premiums  for  enlisting  men, 
musical  instruments,  bounty  to  music,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  marine  corps,  forty- 
six  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums  itpecificaJly  appropriated  by  this^act 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 


An  Act  mriting  spproprittions  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment,  and  of  the  "rolunteer  militia 
in  the  aetnal  servfos  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
jear  oae  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  tMrteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  df-c-i  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States,  including  the  volunteers  and  militia. 
in  their  actual  service,  for  the  year  one  thousana 
eight  htindred  and  thirteen,  for  the  Indian  de- 
partment, and  fbr  the  expense  of  fortifications, 
arsenals,  and  armories,  the  followinff  sums,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  already 
appropriated  by  the  fi.T8t  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled *^An  act  making  certain  partial  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,"  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respect- 
ively appropriated,  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Stales, 
including  the  pay  of  the  artificers  and  laborers  in 
the  quartermaster  general's  and  ordnance  depart- 
ments, and  of  the  private  servants  kept  by  offi- 


cers, and  for  the  pay  of  the  volunteers  and  mili- 
tia in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  five 
million  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand 
eiffbt  hundred  and  three  dollars. 

For  forage  to  officers,  one  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty -four  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  army,  and  volunteers, 
and  militia,  two  million  nine  hundred  and  sev- 
entv-seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars. 

For  clothing,  two  million  fifteen  thousand 
eiffht  hundred  and  eighty-four  dolUin. 

For  bounties  and  premiams,  five  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  md  forty  dol- 
lars. 

For  camp  and  field  equipage,  two  hundred  ai^d 
seventy  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  nine  hun- 
dred and  twentyr^ight  thou^iand  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  four  hundred  and  niaety- 
seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  arsenak^  magazines,  and  armories,  three 
hundred  aad  fifty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eiffht  dollars. 

For  the  quartermaster  general's  depAfftment 
including  fuel,  straw,  barrels,  quarters,  tooils,  and 
all  the  expenses  iecident  to  transnortation,  two 
million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies,  three  hundred  and  five  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars. 

For  purchasing  boo|ts,  maps,  a&d  plans,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars* 

For  the  salary  of  the  commissary  general  of 
purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
offiees  of  the  adjutant  general,  of  the  commissary 
general,  and  of  the  quarternuatev  genera^  eight 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  and  apparatus  for 
the  military  academy,  twelve  thoasand  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  dMartmeot,  one  hundred  end 
sixty-four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  repayment  of  the  sum  of  five  hnndred 
and  twenty-seven  doUara  being  a  balance  due 
the  State  of  Maryland,  ot  mdneys  paid  hj  that 
State  to  the  United  Stales,  as  the  purehase 
money  of  public  arms,  which  have  not  been  folly 
supplied. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  ema^ed,  That  the 
several  sums  epecificaliy  appropriated  by  this  act 
shall  be  psid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treaanry 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  MaieJi  S^  1813. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  alterations  and 
repairs  in  the  Capitol. 

Be  itjenacted.  fc^  That  a  som  not  exceeding 
five  thousand  dollars  shall  be  and  the  sane  is 
hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  under  the  di- 
rection of  xhe  President  of  the  United  States*  in 
such  repairs  or  alterations  in  the  Chamber  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  aa  may  be  neeelsary 
for  their  accommodation  in  their  future  seasionfi 
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hariDg  in  view  ts  welL  the  increased  number  of 
the  raemberi  as  the  better  lighting,  ventilating, 
and  warming  the  Chamber;  which  sum  shall  be 
]Niid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasuiy  not  oth- 
erwise appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  JuHheir  enacted^  That  five 
hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  to  repair  the  roof 
of  the  Capitol,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 


An  Act  makmg  appropriation  for  the  an^rt  of  Got- 
enuMnt  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hondred 
tad  thhrtatn. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  ciril  list,  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departments 
and  offices,  for  the  compensation  of  the  several 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and 
atationery  for  the  same;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants ;  for  the  8um)ort  of  the  mint 
establishment;  for  the  expense  of  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations;  for  the  support  of  light-honses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers;  for  defraying 
the  expenses  or  surveyinf^  the  public  lands ;  and 
for  satisfying  certain  miscellaneous  claims,  the 
foUowinff  sums  be,  and  the  tame  are  hereby,  re- 
apeetively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
their  officers,  and  attendants^  estimated  for  a  sefr- 
aion  of  four  months  and  a  half  continuance,  one 
kondred  and  ninety^six  thoasand  two  hundred 
and  fifty-five  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fire- wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  fifty-two  thoasand  dollars. 

For  all  contingent  expenses  of  the  library  of 
Congress,  and  for  the  librarian's  aUowanee,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
eiffht  hundred  dollars.  | 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  I 
President  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  oompenaation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persona  employed  in  that  department, 
including  a  deficiency  of  one  thousand  one  bun* 
dred  and  twenty-five  doUara,  in  last  year's  appro- 
priation, fifteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fiSfty- 
eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  clerk  on  old  records  in 
^e  said  defMirtmenft,  for  the  year  eiffhteen  hun- 
intd  and  thirteen,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  messenger  to  the  Patent 
office,  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  said  department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  certain  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  one  thousand  and  seventy-two  dollars 
and  fifty-four  cents. 
For  the  incidenial  and  contingent  expenses  of 


the  said  department,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  the  laws  of  the 
second  session  of  the  twelfth  Congress,  and  print- 
ing the  laws  in  newspapers,  including  the  som  of 
six  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars,, 
to  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation 
for  this  object  in  the  year  one  thousand  eiffht  hoD- 
dred  and  twelve,  thirteen  thousand  six  nandred 
and  twenty-two  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
including  a  deficiency  of  ten  dollars  in  last  year's 
appropriation,  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred 
and  nine  dollars  and  eiffhty-oae  cents. 

For  expense  of  translating  foreign  languages, 
allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmitting 
passports  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
printing  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persona  employed  in  bis 
office,  including  the  sum  of  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  for  compensa- 
tion to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed 
by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thoa- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six,  fifteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Comptrol- 
ler's office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Auditor's 
office,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  including  a  som 
of  one  thousand  dollars  for  compensation  to  his 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  som  allowed  by  the  act 
of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  seven  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  ddlara  and  forty-five  cents. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasur- 
er's office,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Qeneral  Land  Office,  clerks,  and  peraons  employed 
in  his  office,  including  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
and  eighty-five  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  for 
extra  services  of  clerks,  and  for  the  service  of  a 
messenger  durinff  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  ten  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-five  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  ioci- 
dental  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Commis- 
sioner's office,  including  four  hundred  and  seven- 
ty four  dollars  and  twenty  cents,  to  defray  those 
expenses  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-four  dol- 
lars and  twenty  cents. 

For  the  expense  of  vellum  and  printing  land 
patents,  including  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  and 
six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  for  defray iag 
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the  ezpeDM  iocvrred  for  tbat  object,  in  the  year 
ime  thoasand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  twen- 
ty-fire nents. 

For  compeasation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in.  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two 
cents. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Treasorjr  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
per  centum,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowra  by  the 
act,  entitled  '^An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes," 
six  thousana  six  hundred  and  tfairty'-four  dollars 
and  nine  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  the  Re- 
gister's office,  for  stamping  and  arranging  ships' 
registers,  ninety  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  in  the 
Register's  office,  including  books  for  the  pnUic 
slocks,  and  for  the  arrangement  of  the  marine 
records,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel,  and  other  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  thou- 
sand dollars* 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  Superintendent,  em- 
ployed to  secure  the  buildings  and  records  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  including  the 
expense  of  two  watchmen,  the  repairs  of  two  fire 
engines,  backets,  lanterns,  and  other  incidental 
and  contingent  expenses,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  stating  and  print* 
ing  the  public  documents  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars^ 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking .  Fund,  two  hundred 
and  fiftf  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerksi  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars  for  clerk  hira  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  act  of  April  twenty-fif  st,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six,  fifteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  including  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  for  cleilt  hire,  in  addition  to  the  som  al- 
lowed by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  fifteen  thousand 
nine  huadrol  and  ten  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  War  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum^  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  regvlaieand  fix  the  cooa- 


pensation  of  decks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Paymaster's  office,  nine  thousand  and  ninety 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  messenger  for  the  Pay- 
master's office,  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

To  Doyle  Sweeny,  for  compensation  for  his 
serrices  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  Furreyor  of  Pub* 
lie  Supplies,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  one  nundred  and  twenty-fire 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  dol- 
lars clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by 
the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  eleren  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and 
other  continffent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Nary,  clerks  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Nary,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Nary  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  of  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-fire 
dollarr. 

For  compensstion  to  the  Postmaster  Oleneral, 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  clerks,  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  omce. 
including  the  sum  of  three  thousand  fire  hundrea 
and  twelre  dollars  for  compensation  to  clerks,  in 
addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixy  nineteen  thousand  fire  hundred  and  six- 
ty-seren  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fuel,  house  rent  for  the  mes- 
senger candles,  stationery,  chests,  &c.,  incident 
to  the  Postmaster  Gkneral's  office,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  Postmaster  Gkneral's  office  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  per  centum  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  to  author- 
ize the  laying  out  certain  public  roads,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
one  dolkrs  and  serenty-fire  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  sereral  Loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  the  Commiii- 
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siooera  of  Loans,  including  a  Bom  of  two  thou- 
aand  dolUra  in  addition  to  tJie  amount  heretofore 
allowed  by  law,  and  for  allowance  to  certain 
Loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to  defray 
the  authorized  expense  of  the  seTcral  Loan  offices, 
aeTenteen  thousand  dDllaf$. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General 
and  hia  oleriu,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
Jars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
south  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed  in  his  office, 
and  for  stationery  and  other  contiogeocies,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the  sums  here- 
tofore aj^ropriated  for  thatol^eot,  four  thousand 
«even  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint, 

▼iz : 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars ; 

The  Treasurer, one  thousand  twobimdred  dol- 
lars; 

The  Assay er.  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollar^ 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one-  thousand  five  Iraadred 
dollars ; 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thovsand  five  hun- 
dred dollars; 

The  Bngravefi  one  thousand  twohmidred  dol- 
lars ; 

One  clerk)  at  seven  hundred  dollars,  and 

Oqe  clerk  at  five  hundred  dollars ; 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  ia  melting, 
coininjp,  carpenters',  millwrights^,  and  amilhs' 
work,  loekiding  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
allowed  to  an  assistant  coiner  and  die  forger, 
who  also  oversees  the  execution  of  the  iron  work, 
and  of  six  hundred  dollars  allowed  to  an  as- 
sistant engraver,  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars ; 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  rollers  and 
ecrews,  timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and 
for  all  other  contingencies  of  the  Mint,  five  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  sixty- 
two  cents; 

For  an  allowance  for  wastage  in  the  gold  and 
aihrer  coinage,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Grovernor,  Judgea,  and 
Secretary, of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  thou* 
sand  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  kun- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
eontingeot  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
eand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hnn-* 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  six  thousand 
BU  haadred  dollars. 


For  expense  of  acationery^offiee reat^u^iAr 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  tkicesi- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Grovenior,Jiid^t: 
Secretary,  of  the  Hlittois  Territory,  six  ikss; 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  atatiottery,  office  real irink 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  tbeln> 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  diseharge  of  soeh  demands  sfiisitk 
United  Sutes,  on  aeceaot  of  the  Cin'l  Disr 
meat,  net  otherwise  provided  for,  as  sktl!  W 
been  admitted  in  due  coorse  of  setttememiti 
Treasury, -two  thousand  dollars. 

For  oorapensation  frranted  by  law  to  iii«C^ 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges,  and  Dtrtrict  Joif 
of  the  United  States,  indodhig  the  Chief  Jms 
and  two  Associate  Jadges  of  the  DismetofO; 
lumbia,  and  to  the  Attcnmey  General,  ineitk 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-three  doic 
and  eighty-four  oenu,  for  the  salary  of  the  tie 
tioaal  District  Judge  of  the  State  of  New  Toit 
for  the  year  eighteen  hirodred  and  tweiTe,tMi 
further  sum  of  one  thonaaad  fonr  kaaM  a 
fifty  dollars,  to  make  good  a  defieiesef  a  £t 
appropriation  for  the  year  eighteen  boDMa: 
twelve,  for  the  compensation  of  the  Atunr 
General,  and  of  the  Dtstriat  Jodge  of  Lomh 
siaty-^ve  thoosaad  four  handred  and  tlimiB- 
lars  and  eighty-four  cents. 

For  the  like  compensation  granted  tothe«^ 
eral  District  Attorneys  of  the  United  8iaiH.*ie 
thousand  foor  hundred  doliara. 

For  eompeasation  granted  to  the  sereitl  v 
shals  for  the  districts  of  Maine,  New  Htapi^- 
VeraaoBt,  Ne  w  Jersey « North  CaroJiai,K€«wa! 
Ohio,  Bast  aad  West  Toonesaee,  and  Losiiaii 
two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the,  expenses  of  the  Swoi 
Circttit,  and  Disuiet  Gourto  of  the  Uoited  Sam 
inolnding  the  District  of  Columbia,  sod  of/uv" 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the-fands  ariiin|n*B 
fines,  tefeitnres,  and  penalties,  and  lor  deiri!"^; 
the  expeases  of  proseentiotts  for  ofeoeetifv*^, 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe4[cepBg« 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars.  , 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensioai  r«* 
by  the  late  and  present  Government,  sig»  w>- 
dred  and  sixty  dollars.  . 

For  the  paynaent  of  the  annual  tUowti(^ 
the  invalid  peasioaera  of  the  Uaited  Sttttf,  ^^ 
the  fifth  of  March,  one  thousaad  eifbt  htn^ 
and  thirteen,  to  the  fourth  of  Marck,  one  »^ 
sand  eight  hondred  aad  fourteen,  nincty-cr 
thousand  dollars.  .  .     .    i. 

For  expeases  incident  to  the  meinng  »^"|; 

seriptions  to  the  loan  of  eleven  aiillioi»  o'  ^^ 

authorixed  hy  the  act  of  the  foartb  o(i»^^^ 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  t#elve,  ^^.y 

sand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sd«  ^f^' 

that  purpose  appropriated.  ^ .  .p^  i 

Forthemaintenaneeandsupportoflig^^^  i 

beacons,  hooys,  and  public  V^^  .^„^ 
channels,  bars,  aad  ehoaU ;  aad  ceruua  eootiDP 


caaaaeiSi  oars,  ana  snoaM ,  ana  cw  w-  --  .^ 
expenses,  including  t  wenty-fovr  thoa»«o  rl 
for  eootpieting  the  fitting  up  of  aU  thtil|^<''^ 
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WiDslow  Lewis'*  iw^rDVemeota,  ninety-one 
tiionnnd  tkree  liiibdred  and  fort3r-niiie  dollars 
tnd  fifteen  cents. 

For  erecting  light^honses  ot  the  moQth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  at  or  near  t be  pitch  of  Cape 
Lookout,  in  Nof th  Carolina,  beioff  the  4)alance  of 
a  former<approprintioB  oarried  to  toe  surplus  fund, 
tbirtir»foor  thousand  nine  bundled  and  ninety- 
five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  building  a  ligbt^house  at  Nawshawn  isl- 
and, near  Tarpaulin  cove  in  Massachusetts,  being 
the  amount  or  a  former  appropriation  carried  to 
the  surplus  Aind,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seTenty-fire  dollars. 

For  erectine  a  beacon  and  placing  buoys  near 
the  entrance  of  Savannah  river,  being  an  expense 
incnrred  under  the  act  of  the  sixteenth  of  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety^eigh't, 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  erghty-nine 
cents. 

For  erectiapf  two4ighu.on  Lake  Erie,  viz:  on 
or  near  Bird  island,  and  on  or  near  Presque  Isle, 
being  the  balance  of  a  former  appropriation  cai^ 
fled  to  the  surplus  fund,  One  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety  dollars. 

For  placing  buovs  or  beacons  at  or  near  the 
entrance  of  the  harW  of  Beverly,  in  Massacho- 
■elts.  being  the  balance  of  a  former  appropriation 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  three  hundred  and 
fbrtVH>tte  dollars  and  ninety-4ive  cents. 

For  rebuilding  the  Boldhead  light-house,  in 
North  Carolina,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  placing  a  buoy  at  the  entrance  of  Barn- 
stable .harbor,  one  bnndred  dollars. 

For  the  support  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
in  addition  to  the  funds  niready  appropriated  by 
law.  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
public  land  within  the  several  Territories  of  the 
IJnited  States,  sixty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  claim  for  taking  the  sec- 
ond census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  Slates,  the  sum  appropriated  for  that 
object  having  been  heretofore  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fundy  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars 
and  twelve  cents. 

For  the  support  and  safe-keeping  of  prisoners 
of  war,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  bringing  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eleven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  paying  the  bounties  which  may  become 
payable  to  the  owners  of  private  armed  vessels, 
in  conformity  with  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  the  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be 
repaid  out  of  the  five  per  cent,  fund,  reserved  for 
that  purpose,  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  pensions  to  the  widows  and  children  of  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  killed  in  the  campaign  of  one 


thousand  eight  bondntf  and  eleven,  on  the  Wa* 
bash,  from  the  seventh  of  November,  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  to  the  thirty^flrst 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundrea  and 
thirteen,  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  sevon^ 
teen  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions,  thirty-five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars* 

For  the  continffent  expenses  of  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed  Amer- 
ican seamen,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  prosecuting  claims  and  appeals 
in  the  Courts  of  France  and  Denmark,  in  r^etidn 
to  captupes  of  American  vessels,  and  defendilig 
causes  elsewhere,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  mrscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  iijuriher  enacttd^  That  the  ser- 
eral  appropriations  herein  before  made  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  an  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 

.  « 

An  Act  for  altering  the  time  for  ho1<fing  the  District 
Conrt  in  the  District  of  Maine. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  session  of  the 
district  court  for  the  district  of  Maine,  by  law 
appointed  to  be  holden  at  Wiscasset  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  March,  shall,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  April  next,  be  holden  at  Wiscasset  on  the 
last  Tuesday  of  February,  annually,  any  law  tp 
the  contrary  notwithstanding*, 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 

An  Act  vesting  in  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  power  of  retaliation. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  all  and  every  case, 
wherein,  during  the  present  war  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  any  violations 
of  the  laws  and  usases  of  war  among  civilized 
nations,  shall  be  or  have  been  done  and  perpe- 
trated by  those  acting  under  authority  of  the  Brit-  ^ 
ish  Government,  on  any  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  persons  in  the  land  or  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  full 
and  ample  retaliation  to  be  made,  according  to 
the  laws  and  usages  of  war  among  civilizea  na- 
tions, for  all  and  every  such  violation  as  aforesaid. 

Sso.  2.  And  he  itjurther  enacted^  That,  in  all 
cases  where  any  outrage  or  act  of  cruelty  or  bar- 
barity shall  be  or  has  been  practised  by  any  In- 
dian or  Indians^  in  alliance  with  the  British 
Government,  or  in  connexion  with  those  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  said  Government,  on 
citizens  of  the  United  States  or  those  under  its 
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protectioo,  tbe  President  of  the  Uoiced  Slates  is 
Aereby  authorized  to  eause  full  and  ample  retal- 
iation to  be  done  and  executed  on  such  British 
subjects,  soldiers,  seamen, or  marines,  or  Indians, 
in  alliance  or  connexion  with  Great  Britain,  be- 
in^  prisoners  of  war^  as  if  the  same  outrage  or  act 
ofcruelty  or  barbarity  bad  been  done  under  the 
authority  of  the  British  €k>Temment. 
Approved,  March  3, 1813. 


Resolotion  relattre  to  the  brilliant  achicTemenis  of 
Captains  Hull,  Decatur,  Jones,  and  Lieutansnt 
Elliott. 

IU$ohed,  bu  the  Senate  and  Bauu  of  Repre- 
tentcUtvee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Conr 
.gre$$  aeeembled,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni*- 
ted  States  be,  and  he  is  herebjr,  requested  to  pre- 
sent  to  Captain  Hull  of  the  frigate  Constitution, 
Captain  Decatur  of  the  frigate  United  States, 
ana  Captain  Jones  of  the  sloop-of-war  Wasp, 
each,  a  gold  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and 
devices;  and  a  silver  medal,  with  like  emblems 
and  devices,  to  each  commissioned  officer  of  the 
aforesaid  vessels,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry,  good 
conduct,  and  services  of  the  captains,  officers,  and 
crews  or  tha  aforesaid  vewels,  m  their  respectire 
conflicts  with  the  British  frigates  the  Guerriere 
and|the  Macedonian,  and  sloop*of-war  Frolic; 
and  the  President  is  also  requested  to  present  a 
silver  medal,  with  like  emblems  and  devices,  to 
the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lieutenant  Bush, 
and  one  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lieuten- 
ant Funk,  in  testimony  of  the  gallantry  and  merit 
of  those  deceased  officers,  id  whom  their  country 
has  sustained  a  loss  mucn  to  be  regretted. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  reeohed.  That  the 


President  of  the  United  States  be,  aad  he  hereby 
is,  requested  to  present  to  Lieutenant  Elliott,  of 
the  nav^  of  the  United  States,  an  elegant  sword, 
with  suitable  em  Mens  and  devices,  in  testimoof 
of  the  just  sense  entertained  bv  Congcesi  of  his 
gallantry  and  jirood  conduct  in  ooardiog  sod  cap- 
turing the  British  brigs  Detroit  and  Caledoaia, 
while  anchored  under  the  protection  of  Fort  Erie. 
Approved,  January  29, 1813. 

Resolation  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  Con- 
gress a  system  of  military  diidpline. 

JUeolved,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  caose 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  Congress,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  a  military  system  of  discipline  for 
the  infantry  of  the  army  and  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Approved,  March  3,  1813. 


Resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  present  medals  to  Captain  WiUiim  Biin- 
bridge  and  the  officeis  of  the  frigate  Conititation. 

Resolved,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  herebv,  requested  to  pretest 
to  Captain  William  Baiobridge.  of  the  frigate 
Constitution,  a  gold  medal,  with  suiuble  em- 
blems and  devices;  and  a  silver  medal,  with  suit- 
able emblems  and  devices,  to  each  commissioiied 
officer  >of  the  said  frigate,  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  g;illa&try, 
good  conduct,  and  services  of  Captain  Baiabrid|e, 
his  officers  and  crew,  in  the  capture  of  the  Brit- 
ish frigate  Java,  after  a  brave  and  skilful  combit. 

Approved,  March  3, 1813. 
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a  bill'from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
regulate  the  currency  of         ...  96 

read  a  first  time 06 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •  99 

reported  without  amendment     .        •        •  109 

indefinitely  postponed        •        -        •        -  119 

Foreign  Powers,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  a  select  committee  •  18 
on  motion  ol  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
President's  Message  of  the  6th  of  Jul|y, 
181S,  together  with  the  aecompanyiag  doc- 
uments, was  referred  to  the  aboTo  com* 
mittee  •-.....19 

FiwiUin,  Mr.,  was  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  teller  of  the  Electoral  votes,  in 
place  of  Mr.  GaiUard,  indiapoaed     -        -      79 

Furniture,  dbc,  Mr.  Franklin  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the,  belonging  to  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  west  wing  of  the 

Copitol S6 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  the  Sergeant-at- 
Aima  and  Doorfcoeper  directed  to  take  the 
same  into  his  posaession         •        .        •      S6 

O. 

Gaillard,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  South  Carolina  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March  next,  presented  his 
credentials,  ^us  qualified,  dice, 
appointed  teller,  on  the  part  of  Senate,  of 
Electoral  votes       -  .      - 


Gamble,  William,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion o(  referred 


39 
78 

66 


General  Land  OAce,  report  of  the  Commission 

erofthe        * 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  ths,  waa  directed  hj  before  the 
Senate  the  amount  of  sales  of  lands,  &c 
a  report  in  obedience  thereto     ... 
a  letter  firom  the  Commissioner  of  the,  with 
a  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  ascertain  the  western  boundary  of  Vir- 
ginia bounty  lands  .... 
referred  to  a  select  committee    - 
General  Officers,  a  bill  making  provision  for  tn 
additional  number  of     -       •       •      - 

read  a  first  ;time 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -       •      • 

reported  without  amendment     .       .      • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -       .- 

read  «  third  time,  and  po«ed     - 

Georgetown,  a  bill  conceminir  streets  In,  retd  • 

read  a  second  time    •        -       .       •      - 

Georgetown  and  Alexandria  Road  Oompuiy, 

Mr.  Worthington  presented  the  petitioa 

of  the,  refeired       .        .       .       • 

a  bill  concerning  the,  read 

read  a  second  time    .        .        .       - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •       - 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     • 

Georgia,  a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congren 

to  an  act  of  the  State  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended 

German,  Obadiah,  of  New  IT ork,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat         .... 

Gerry,  Elbiidge,  declared  elected  Vice  Prosident 

of  the  United  States 

a  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 

United  States  to  cause  infonnation  to  be 

given  to,  of  his  election 

Giles,  William  B.»  of  Virginiat  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  •        .        .       .      • 

Goodrich,  Chauncey,  appointed  a  Senator  bj 

the  Legislature  of  Connecticut  for  lix 

yeara  from  4th  March  next*  produced  bit 

credentials,  dec      .        .        .       .       - 

Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  a  bill  fiom  (he 
House  of  RepreaentatiTea  respecting  im- 
portation of  •        •        -        .       -      • 
read  a  first  time        .        •        .       -      • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreien- 
tatavee  making  partial  appropriations  for 
the  support  of,  for  the  year  1813,  read 
.    twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  ttme»  and  passed     -       -      - 
a  bill  fh>m  the  House  of  Representativei 
making  general  appropriations  for  the 
support  of,  lor  the  year  1813,  read  twioe^ 
ana  referred  .        .        .       •       - 

reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -       - 
read  a  third  timor  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments ...... 

Great  Britain,  a  measage  transmitting  informa- 
tion relative  to  pacific  overtures  made  on 
the  part  of  this  Government  and  their  re- 
ception, referred,  and  1250  copies  ordered 
to  be  printed         -       -        -       -       - 
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Gregg,  Andrew,  of  PeniuylTUiift,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  ..... 

Gaexriere,  and  Jara,  British  frigates,  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmitting, 
by  desire  of  Commodore  Bainbridge,  a 
petition,  praying  compensation  ibr  the 
destniction  of  the    «      -       - 


Page. 


9 


-     109 


H. 


Hiekman,  Hssrris  H.,  letter  from,  to  Lieutenant 
Jesse  D,  Elliott,  stating  the  armament^ 
ACf  on  board  the  Brig  Detmit  •  •  60 
Hull,  Captiun  Isaac,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  complimenting, 
read  twice,  and  referred  .^        «        «^     87 

repoitad  with  amendment  -       •        •      68 

OTdered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       ••      63 
read  a  third  time,  and  pttised  as  amended  -      64 
Himter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared  and- 

took  his  seat  «-      -       -       ...     20 


Indiana  Territory,  memorial  of  the  Legiaiataf e 

of,reMl -119 

Indians,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted  a  re- 
solution respecting  a  murder  committed 
by  the,  within  the  State  of  Tennessee  •  36 
agreed  to,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
ordered  to  present  the  same  to  the  Presi« 
dent  of  the  United  Sutes  -  •  -  36 
a  message  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  ....      43 

Indian  Tribes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Franklin  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
statement  of  all  the  treaties  held  by,  dec      37 
Infantry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repieeenta- 
tives  establishing  an  elementary  exercise 

for  the,  read 92 

read  a  second  time  and  referred  •        •        •      93 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        •    107 
indefinitely  postponed        -        •        -        •119 
Ingraham,  Nathaniel  O.,  Mr.  Smith  of  New 

York  presented  the  petstioa  of,  referred      66 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....      79 
read  a  second  time    -        .     >  •        •        •      80 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •    103 
read  a  thfrd  time,  and  passed     ...    106 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepopseentatiTes 
with  amendments,  and  coneurred  in       -119 
Invalid  Pensioners^  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bep- 
lesentatiTee  concerning,  twice  read,  and 
refeiied         -        -       «       •        •        -    117 
reported  without  amendment     «       *•       «•.    118 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        •    120 
Iron  Wire,  a  bill  to  impose  a  duty  on  the  nnpoi* 

titiono^read 72 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  «  -  74 
reported  without  amendment  .  •  •  78 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  -.  •  96 
read  a  third  time,  and  piwsed     •        •        •      96 


J. 

Jay,  James,  the  memorial  of,  read     -        •        •      83 
referred  to  a  select  committee    •        •        -      87 
committee  discharged        •        -        -        •     114 
Jones,  Captain,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  copies  of  a  letter  from, 
giring  an  account  of^  his  capture  of  the 
British  sloop  of  war  Frolic     •       •       •      31 


Jones,  Captain — continued.  Page, 

a  joint  reselutioA  ooo^pUmenting,  read  twice, 

and  referred  --.«..  37 

reported  with  amendment         •       .        •  sg 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -  63 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -  64 

Josiah,  James,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial 

of         - 94 

L. 

Lacock,  Abner,  a  Senator  appointed  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania,  for  six  years 
from  the  4th  March  next,  wasqualified,du3. 
Lamb,  Pavid,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  peti- 
tion o^  referred     ... 
Lapsley,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 
read      -        -        -        .        . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Lee,  Captain  Washington,  Mr.  Gregg  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bin  for  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Lee,  Thomas  Sim,  and  others,  Mr.  Bayard  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
(See  Georgetown*) 
L'Enfant,  Peter  Charles,  the  memorial  o^  was 

read 

Letters  of  Marque,  dec.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives   in  addition  to  the  act 
concerning,  read   •        -        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
.   reported  with  amendments 
recommitted  to  a  committee  of  five 
reported  vrith  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  • 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  disagree  and 
ask  a  conference,  the  Senate  insist  and 
appoint  managers  -        .        -        .        . 
managers  report  that  they  could  not  agree 
Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  joint  commit- 
tee was  appointed  on  the 
Licenses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  prohibit  the  use  of  any  foreign,  read   - 
read  a  second  time,  and  r^erred 
reported  vrith  amendments       ... 
indeihiitely  postponed       .        •        •        . 
Light  Dragoons,  Mr.  Pope  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Kentucky  i^sgiment  o(  refbrred 
to  a  committee      ..... 
committee  discharged       .... 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  appealed  and 
took  his  seat  ..-••. 
Loan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
authoriziag  a,  not  exceeding  sixteen  mil« 
lions,  read     .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Tayk>r  submitted  «  reeolution  re- 
specting the  classification  of  the  Senators 
from 
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LoQioAiia— oontinii«d.  Pag«. 

agiMd  to,  and  lots  dwiwv  by  tke  Stnstois  -      34 
Mr.  Magruder  preieiitod  a  repreatDlation  of 
the  Legiilatare  of,  eoiitoeniiiig  the  deoia- 
ioDB  of  the  Commianonen  of  the  Land 
office  for  the  late  Territorj  of  Oiteaaa, 
ready  and  referred  to  the  Oomaittoe  of 
Public  Lande         .        .        .        •        • 
a  bill  giving  further  tine  lor  regiftering 
lands  in  the  eastern  district  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans,  now  the  Btate  <df  read    - 
read  a  second  time    -        •        .        .        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •       .        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     •        •        • 
retomed  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea 
with  amendments  •        •        *        .        . 
reHnred  to  a  committee     .        .        •        .      87 
agived  to  with  amendment  -    101 

M. 

Madison,  James,  declared  elected  Preaident  of 

the  United  Sutes 80 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  a 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  and  in- 
form him  of  his  election  -        -        -        •      80 
the  report  of  said  oommittee        -        •>        -      86 

Inaugural  Speech  of 131 

Magruder,  Allan  B.,  of  Louisiana,  presented  his 

credentials  m  Senator,  6lc.    -        .        •      90 
lot  o(  drawn,  for  term  of  serrice         -        -      34 
le,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  district 
court  in  the  district  of,  read    -        -        -      76 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .        .      89 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     1 16 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -     1 19 
Marburg,  Leonard,  Mr.  Posey  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  widow  and  heiza  of,  referred   , 
to  a  select  committee     -        -        •        .      30 
report  of  said  committee  laid  on  the  table  -      40 
Mvyland,  the  President  of  the  United  StatM. 
communioatad  the  copy  of  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of,  read       -       •       •       .      46 
re%r^  to  a  select  committee    -        •       -     61 
said  committee  discharged         -        •        -114 
on  motion  of  Mb  Smith,  o(  the  Secretafy  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  th«  balaocc^ 
due  to  said  State  on  a  purchase  of  aima» 

report  of  the  Seewtaiy  of  War  in  reply  - 
Mfdala,  on  motion  of  Mr«  Bayard*  a  joint  reeolo- 
tion  requeating  the  President  of  the  U^. 
ted  States  to  present^  to  Captain  Bain^. 
hiidse  and  the  oAcem  of  the  CowtitB- 
tion«  was  read,  and.  oid«nd  to  a  thisd. 
reading -llS 

read  a  third  time,  and  paawd     •        •        .    n6 
Message,  the  annual,  of  the  Pnaidenl  of  th» 

United  States 11 

twelve  hnndied  and  fifty  eoplea  of  the  same, 
with  the  documents,  ordered  to  be  printed      16 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  enno 
dry  resolutions  for  the  reftrence  of  the  -      17 

agreed  Us  and  committees  appohited  -  -  18 
Military  Discipline,  for  army  and  militia,  Mr. 
Campbell,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a  n»* 
olntion  direeting  th^  Secretary  of  War  to 
report  such  a  axstem  of,  as  he  may  deem 
best 81, 
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Militaij  Disciplino— continued.  Page. 

a  joia^  resolution  anthariiing  die.Piesidsat 
of  the  United  States  to  prescribe  a  syetsm 
o^readtidoe         ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -       .       . 

returned  from  the  House  of  JRepiesentatiTss 
with  amendments^  dec,  concurred  in 
Military  Establishment,  appointment  of  a  aslact 
committee  on  the  ..... 

a  biU  relating  to  the  pay  of  non^ommis- 
sionad  oAoers  in  the,  read 

read  a  second  time 

a  bill  from  the  Honoe  of  Representatifes  te 
the  eama  efiset^  amended  and  paamd     - 

the  Honaa  of  Weprseentitiw  cancnmd  in 
the  amendments    •        .       •       -       - 

a  bill  from  the  Houaa  of  BepfesentsliTC% 
making  appvopriattona  for  supjpoit  of  the, 
and  vohlntaer  miiitia»  readtmoe^  and  rs- 
fomd 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ardorsd 
to  a  third  reading  .        .       -       .      - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

MUitary  Land  Warrants,  a  bin  from  the  House 

of  RepresentatiTes  ezten4ing  the  time  for 

loeatfaig         -        •  -       ••      - 

read  the  flnt  time     -        •       ... 

read  a  aeoond  time    • 

indaftnitely  postponed        •        •       .      • 

Militia,  appointoMnt  of  a  select  oommUtee  on  tbs 

rerision  of  the  laws        •       .       •       • 

a  bill  fmm  the  House  of  Representali«e% 
making  an  appropriation  to  defray  theai- 
pensea,  under  the  act  anthoriiing  a  da* 
tachment  from  the,  read  twice,  and  tda* 
red 

reported,  iMth  amendmentaf  and  ordertd  to 
a  third  reading      •        .        .       .      • 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  as  amended  - 

a  bill  for  organiabig,  armingv  dtac«f  the,  retd 

read  a  second  time,  and  refoired 

committee  discharged        •        .        .       • 

a  bUI  aupplemantaiy  to  the  act  ptoYidiJig 
for  calttng  forth  the,  to  axoeute  the  biwti 
dfcc.,  read       -        •        •        ... 

read  a  second  time    -        .        •        •       • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        «        •       - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaad     «        -       • 

retomed  ttcm  the  Houaa  of  HapreoentaliTss 
with  amendments,  and  refovad 

agreeasent  reported,  and  oooowrad  in 

Mr.  Outia  presented  instmntiona  horn  the 
Legislature  of  Now  Hampahire,  laspset 
ing  increase  of  pay  to.Uus,  whan  called 
into  serrice   -••..- 

a  biU  from  the  Honaa  of  gqneauntatiiss, 
supplemental  to  the  aet  for  arming  sad 
disaplining  flm  whole  body  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  refomd 

reported  without  amendment     •        .       - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Vamnm,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  furnish  information 
on  certain  questions  touching  the  olgects 
of  aaid  bill     ---<-•       - 

a  Measage  from  the  Preeident  of  the  United 

States,  with  the  annual  statement  of  the 

Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Leib  prssented  the  petition 

o(  praying  interest,  refened   .        -       « 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice       •        -       • 

third  reading  rafuaed         •       «       •       • 
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Page. 
Ministen  and  Consals,  t  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  reepecting,  residing  on  the 
coast  of  Barbary      -----    42 
Mint,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
farther  to  continue  the,  at  Philadelphia, 

read "      *^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        -        -        -        -      21 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      22 
the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted the  report  of  the  Director  of  the         -      38 
Miscellaneous  Claims,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of 
the  moneys  expended  in  1812  in  discharge 
of 64 

Mississippi  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  enable  the  people  o^ 
to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment, read  twice  and  referred         -        -      23 
reported  with  amendments         -        •        -      34 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  of  five    -      40 
said  committee  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  the  report  made  to  Con- 
gress in  1803,  by  the  Commindoners  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  for  the  amicable  set- 
tlement of  limits  with  the  State  of  Georgia^ 
6cCf  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading    -----      41 
read  a  second  time    -----      44 
further  amended,   and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading *      53 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  55 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council '  of, 
praying  an  extension  of  tim^  to  purchas- 
ers of  land  in,  for  payment,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publife  Lands  ...  80 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  of; 
praying  the  extinguishment  of  certain  In- 
dian titles      - 31 

Mr.  Tait  communicated  an  act  declaring 
the  assent  jof  Greorgia  to  the  formation  of 
one  or  more  States  in  the  -  ->  -  *  38 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  minority  of  the  Legislature 
of,  praying  that  the  question  of  the  admis- 
sion of,  into  the  Union,  may  be  deferred  -  52 
a  memorial  of  a  number  of  the  citizens  of,  to 

the  same  effect,  referred         -        -  61, 62 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives^  di- 
recting evidence  to  be  received  oa  certain 
claims  to  lands  in,  read  ...     109 

MiMonri,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Representa- 
tives, giving  further  time  for  evidence  of 
claims  to  l«id  in  the  Territory  of  -        •05 
read  a  first  time         .....      96 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       .  .        -     100 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     104 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        *        -117 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        .        .119 
Moanied  Volunteers,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  re- 
solution concerning  the  .        -        -      35 
amended,  and  agreed  to         ...       36 

N. 

Katuralixation,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, supplementary,  on  the  subject 

of,  read 100 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred        -       •    102 

12th  Con.  2d  Ssss.- 
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reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  109 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  121 
Naturalized  Citizens,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  a  number  of.  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  provision  to  protect  them  against 
the  Proclamation  of  the  British  Prince 
Regent,  read  .....      99 

Naturalized  Seamen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the 
Secretary  of  State  was  directed  to  report 
a  statement  of  the  number  of,  annually 
registered,  dec.       .....      37 

the  report  of  said  officer  in  obedience         -      42 

Naval  Establishment,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on  the  -        -        -        -        -       18 

Naval  Victories,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  the 
brilliant,  achieved  by  Captains  Hull,  De- 
catur, and  Jones,  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Naval  Committee         -        -        -       37 

T»rted  amended,  by  adding  the  name  of 
ieutenant  Jesse  D.  Elliott    -        -        -      63 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -      64 

Navigation,  in  the  coasting  trade,  a  bill  concern- 
ing, read        ......     106 

read  a  second  time 109 

Navy,  a  bill  to  increase,  read .   -        -        -        -  26 

read  a  second  time    -        ...        -  26 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        •  32 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  33 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -  35 
a  bill  frota  the  House  of  Representatives, 
supplemental  to  the  act  for  increasing  the, 
read      .-..---86 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  87 

reported  with  amendment         -        -        -  108 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended       -  1 17 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  119 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 

the,  read. 113 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  114 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

second  reading       .....  114 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  118 

Navy  Pensions,'a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, providing  for,  in  certain  cases, 

read      .....••  38 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •  39 

reported  with  amendment         -        -        -  42 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         .        -        -  46 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  61 

New  Hampshire,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of,  communicated,  ratifying  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  respecting  titles 
of  nobility     ......      34 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  passed  for  frimish- 

ing,  to  the  members       -        -        -        -      10 

Nexsen,  William,  jr.,  the  petition  of,  referred  to 

a  select  committee          -        -        -        -  42 

a  bill  for  the  relief  0^  read         ...  79 

read  a  second  time    -----  80 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  108 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  106 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativea 

amendedi  and  Goncutied  in    •       •       -  119 
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Non-importation  Acts,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland* 
pre«ented  the  memorial  of  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Baltimore,  praying  that 
no  alteration  may  be  made  in  the  present, 
ordered  to  be  printed  -  -  -  •  94 
a  aimilar  memorial  from  ciUzane  of  New 
York     - lOT 

O. 

Ohio,  a  letter  from  the  GoTemor  of,  encloshig 
the  declaration  and  resolTea  of  the  Legia- 
latnre,  approving  the  meaanrea  of  Admin- 
istration, read  -  -  ...  66 
a  bill  giving  further  time  to  purchasers  of 
public  lands  northwest  of  tne  river,  6cc^ 
read  twioe -      69 

P. 

Pennsylvania,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicated  copies  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  .... 

Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repcesenta* 
tives  regulating,  to  persons  employed  on 
board  private  armed  ships,  6^^  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 

.    referred  to  a  select  committee     - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial 

of  sundry  merchants  of,  referred 
Phoeniz,  Alexander,  Mr.  Bayard  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ... 
a  bill  for  the  reHef  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     < 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in    - 

Pope,  John,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  took  his 

seat       ....... 

Posey,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  lot  drawn  for,  to 
determine  his  time  of  service 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  in  place  oi  John  Destrahan, 
resigned;  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  ai>d  took  his  seat    ... 
Post  Office  Establiihment,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Represenutives  in  addition  to  the  aet 
Ngulating  the,  read       .... 

raad  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmsnta         ... 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
PMt  Roads,  Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to 
establish  certain,  in  Louisiana 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  referrsd 
reported  with  an  amendment     .        •        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Post  Routes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  eatablish,  in  certain  cases, 

read 38 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      39 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -----      40 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      41 
Potter,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

the  petition  d,  m4  tad  referred  •       -      85 
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Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repieseo 
tatives  to  grant  the  right  of,  to  oeitain  set 
tiers  in  Illinois  Territory,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

r^)orted  with  an  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     - 

Preaident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gaillard,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  join  such  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  ascertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for 

a  message  frY>m  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  they  have  agreed  and  appointed 
a  joint  committee  ..... 

resolutions  reported  by  said  eommittee,  and 
agreed  to 

a  message  from  the  Houae  of  Representa- 
tives, that  they  are  now  ready  to  attend 
the  Senate  in  opening  and  counting  the 
votes  for        -        -        .... 

the  two  Hoasea  assembled  in  the  Represen- 
utives Hall   79 

the  votes  read,  and  namea  of,  declared  79 

President  Elect,  a  bill  to  provide  accommodations 

for  the,  read  -        -        .        .       .       •  114 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .       -  115 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        .       •  180 

Prisoners  of  War,  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies 
of  a  correspondence  between  the  Britiih 
Admiral  at  Halifax,  and  the  agent  of 
American,  at  that  station        .       .       •     60 

Private  Armed  Vessels  of  War,  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland presented  the  petition  of  sundiy 
oitiaens  of  Baltimore,  owners  ot,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed      .        .        .       • 

relerred  to  the  Committea  on  Letters  of 
Marque,  &c. 

a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  RepreaentatiTSs  to 
release  the  claims  of  the  United  States  to 
eertain  goods,  dec.,  captured  by 

read  a  first  time        .... 

read  a  second  time    .... 

referred  to  a  committee     ... 

reported  without  amandment 

indefinitely  postponed       ... 

Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Poetmaater  Oea 
eral  relating  to       •        -        .        - 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  same  aubject    .... 

of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  aame  subject 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy    . 

Public  Lands,  Mr.  Worthington  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the    ... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Franklin,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  a  gen 
eral  atatement  of  sales,  dbc.     - 

a  report  from  that  officer  in  obedience 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
giving  farther  time  to  purchasers  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     ... 

reported  aifiended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 

read  a  lUrd  tima,  and  paaied  aa  amanded 
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the  House  of  RepreeentatiTes  again  oon- 
cuned  with  an  amendment,  and  the  Sen- 
ate agreed  with  an  amendment       -        •    112 

the  House  of  Reprasentativee  again  con- 
curred with  an  amendment,  and  the  Ben- 
ate  receded    ------    117 

Q. 

Quorum,  adjournment  of  the  Senate  for  want  of, 

on  the  day  of  meeting   -        -        -        -        9 
the  usual  interchange  of  messages  on  the 
subject  of  a 9 

Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 

tiYOS  to  raise  additional  companies  of        -  83 

read  twice,  and  referred     .        .        -        -  85 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  88 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  95 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  95 

Redfield,  John,  Mr.  German  presented  the  pet»> 

tion  of,  referred     .        -        -        .        -      57 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  a  first  and  second 

time 68 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      75 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      76 
Reed,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 19 

Registered  Seamen,  an  abstract  of,  in  the  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  State        ...      98 
Remission  of  Fines,  ic,  a  bill  authorizing  the, 

by  a  district  judge,  twice  read        -        -      98 
indefinitely  postponed       ....     107 

Retaliation,  a  bill  vesting  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  power  o^  in  specified 
cases,  read  a  first  time    *>        •        -        -      71 
read  a  second  time    -•-•.-      7S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -      89 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -      90 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  aihendments,  and  concurred  in       -    113 

Returns  of  Registered  Seamen,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
I^uta,  a  resolution  was  adopted  concern- 
ing collectors  of  customs  who  have  failed 
to  make 104 

Sichard,  Obadiah,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  peti-  | 

tion  o(,  referred     -----      72 
committee  discharged  and  subject  postponed    109 

Rodgers,  c3ommodore  John,  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  commu- 
nicating copies  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy    .        -        -        -      60 

RasseU,  Mr.,  the  President  of  the  United  States 

^  transmitted  copies  of  a  letter  firom,  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 

and  1260  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 

for  the  use  of  members  ...      21 

S. 

Savannah,  Mr.  Tait  presented  a  memorial  of 

srnidry  mercfasnts  of,  referred  -  •  22 
deamen  and  Shipping,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  re- 
solution for  the  benefit  of  -  -  -  71 
Dgreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  •  77 
a  bill  respecting,  read  .  -  -  .  82 
read  a  second  time  -----  85 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  94 
read  a  third  tine,  and  pasaed    -       -       •  97 
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Seamen  on  board  Public  Ships,  dtc,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  regulating 
read  a  first  time  -.-.•• 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment     .        .        - 
postponed  indefinitely        .        -        -        • 
last  vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        • 
Senate,  members  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
adjournment  of  the,  to  the  4th  Monday  in 
May  next      ---.-• 
confidential  proceedings  of  the - 
Shattuck,  Jared,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ------ 

reported  without  amendment     .        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        • 
Silsbee,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  memorial  o^  referred     - 
committee  discharged,  and  memorial  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  State  -        -        • 
Simpson,  T.,  additional  compensation  allowed  to    1 18 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the       ------- 

Sixth  Judicial  District,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  courts  in  the,  read 
read  a  third  time       .        .        -        -        - 
indefinitely  postponed        -        .        •        • 
Smilie,  John,  member  of  the  House  of  Repro* 
sentatives  from  Pennsylvania;    a  mes- 
sage from  the  House  of  Representatives 
communicating  the  death  of,  and  resolu- 
tion thereon  •---.- 
Smith,  John,  of  New  York,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  ------ 

Spain,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  exportation  of  the  pro- 
duce of  American  manufectures  to 

Bssolution  agreed  to 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
obedience  thereto  -        -        -        -        • 


T. 

Tatham,  William,  a  letter  from,  relating  to  mar- 
itime defence         ----- 
another  letter  from,  explanatory ;  both  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  War   ... 

Taylor,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Bibb  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  charter  to  a 
bank  in  the  City  of  Washington    - 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ... 

Taylor,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 
tookhisseat  ------ 

Thompson,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Magruder, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  as  to  the  proper  com- 
pensation to  ------ 

Tims,  Chas.,  additional  compensation  allowed  to 

Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Na^  respecting  -        -        .        - 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  general  ac- 
count of  the,  was  communicated    - 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tha, 
ordered  to  be  printed      -        -        -        - 

Treasury  Notes,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  distribution  of  the 
93,130,000  of,  anbscribed  for,  d^.  - 
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the  rMoIotion  tgreed  to,  and  a  oommitteo 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  Preaident 

a  Meaaage  from  the  President  of  the  United 
State!  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasary,  in  obedience  thereto 

a  biU  from  the  House  of  Representatives  au 
thorizing  the  issue  of,  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1818,  read        ... 

lead  a  second  time,  and  referred 

nported  with  amendmenU 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 

the  bill  recommitted  ... 

reported  without  amendment     - 

oraered  te  a  third  reading 

nad  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 

U. 


67 


62 


64 

66 

n 

82 
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96 
97 


86 
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I,  Daniel,  a  bill  authorizing  the  release  o( 

from  imprisonment,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        .        -        • 
referred  to  a  select  committee    - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
•mended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 

V 

Taeeiaation,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Represen 
tetives  to  encourage       ... 

read  a  first  time       .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

oraered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Tannont,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represente 
tives,  te  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  Oir 
cuit  and  District  Courte  in,  read     - 

raad  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

indefinitely  postponed        ... 
^^neennes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta* 
tives,  confirming  certain  claims  to  ianda  in 
the  district  of,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
-  reported  without  amendment     - 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

inia  Militery  Reservation,  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of,  were  discharged,  and  the 
matter  postponed   •>        .        -        - 
Tdunteer  Military  Corps,  Mr.  Smith  of  Mary 
land  submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the, 
which  was  agreed  to       -        •        -        • 

W. 

Wabash,  a  bill  concerning  the  salt  springs  on  flia, 

read 109 

read  a  second  time    .        .        .        .        •    llO 

indefinitely  postponed        -        •        -        -     112 
Wagons  or  Teams  captured  by  tbe  enemy,  a  bill 

authorizing  payment  for,  read  twice        -      90 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -    1 16 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -        -    119 

Waiters  to  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a 

rasolotion  allowing  additional  compensa- 

tion  to  the,  was  read      ....    113 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......    115 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     *        -        •118 
Walcolt,  Talcott,  Mr.  Goodrich  presented  the  pe- 
tition of;  read       •        »       •        -        -      98 
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War  Department,  a  report  of  James  Monroe,  act- 
ing Secretary  of  the        -        -       -       -86 
another  from  the  same       -        -       -       -     46 
Washington  Turnpike  Company,  a  bill  respect- 
ing the,  read  twice,  and  reiferred     -       -     86 
reported  without  amendment     -       -       -     88 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •    lOi 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -       -    106 
Western  Land  District,  (formerly  Territory  of 
Orleans,)  on  motion  of  Mr.  Franklin,  ths 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the,  was 
referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands  -     34 
West  Point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gregg,  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  to  aetUe  the  exte- 
rior line  of,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee     30 

a  bill  approTing  the  said  report,  read  -       .     33 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  -     33 
Wiggin,  Joeeph,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memo- 
rial of;  referred     ...        -       -     93 
Wiley,  Susannah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentatives  for  the  relief  of    ...     95 
read  a  first  time  -        ...     96 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -       -    100 
reported  with  amendment  -        ...    103 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -       -    113 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       •    lU 
Worthington,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  Ma- 
ryland presented  the  petition  of,  preying 
relief  from  the  oppressive  action  of  OUver 
Evans,  in  relation  to  his  patent  for  mill- 
ing improvemente ;  order^  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  •       -     43 
the  report  of  eaid  committee       -        .       .     97 
(See  Evam,  Oliver.) 

Y. 

Teas  and  Nays  on  amending  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representativee,  relating  to  pay 
of  the  Army  ...         .        -       -     34 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  saune        .       -     36 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
finea,  dice      ...        .       •       •     31 

on  amending  the  bUl  for  increasing  the  Navy     33 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        .       .     33 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  ooneerning 
fines,  dec.      ...         ...     33 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  more  perfect 

organisation  of  the  Army        -        .  43, 44, 46 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -       -     45 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  partial  biD  relat- 
ing to  limits  between  Greorgia  and  Missis- 
sippi Territory       -        -        ...     63 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  eame         -        -     66 
on  amending  the  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  raise  an  additional  miUtary  force   68,  69, 60, 

61,  63 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  .  .  63 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  eame  .  .  63 
on  granting  leave  for  a  bill  to  alter  the  bounty 

to  recmito     .        .        .        -        •        .63 
on  amending  (he  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Jared 

Shattuck ^ 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  same  •  .66 
on  the  final  paasage  of  the  same  •  .  66 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Charles  Minifie  ....     70 

on  a  motion  to  amend  tke  loan  bill  •  *  ^ 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        •       .74 
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Teas  and  Naya-— continued.  Page, 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  aame        -        -      75 
on  amending  the  bill  giving  additional  com- 
pensation to  the  District  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Delaware    •        -        -        -         75, 76 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  discip- 
line of  the  Army    -        -        -        .        .      81 
on  postponing  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 

Dixon,  dbc^ 83 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -  •  -  83 
on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  retaliation  82 
on  recommitting  the  Treasury  note  bill  -  83 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bUl  for  the  relief 

of  John  Dixon,  dec.        ....      86 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  resolution  for 

amending  the  Constitution     -        >         88|  89 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill  concerning 

retaliation 89 

on  tlu»  third  reading  of  the  same        *        -      90 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        .        *      90 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  to  amend 
the  Constitution 91 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  amending  the  Treasury  note  Mil  .  -  96 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  *  96 
on  the  final  passage  of  tbe  same  *  *  97 
on  amending  the  bill  granting  farther  time 

to  purchasers  of  public  lands  -    ,    .        -     101 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

the  heirs  of  Samuel  Lapsley  ...  108 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning seamen  on  board  public  ships  -  108 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  .  •  108 
on  a  motioA  to  amend  the  appropriation  bill  *  111 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 

seamen,  dec.  .        -        -        -        .        •    m 
on  amending  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 

act  to  increase  the  Naty         .        -        -    116 
on  suspending  the  12th  rule  for  conducting 

business         ......    118' 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  private 

armed  vessels         -        -        .        .  t     •    ii8 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

naturalization         .....    \%i 


HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 
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Abolition  of  Slavery,  Mr.  Milnor  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for 
the,  dec.,  referred  to  a  select  committee    -  1074 
report  of  said  committee     ....  1090 
Accounts,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee of    -        -        -        -      , .        .        -     140 
Additional  General  Officers,  a  bill  authorising 

the  appointment  of       -        -        -        -  1057 
read  three  times>  by  consent,  and  passed      -  l06O 

Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the 

act  to  raise  an,  read  twice  and  committed    462 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  another  committee     ...    465 

reported  without  amendmenti  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        .        -        -        -771 

read  a  third  third  time,  and  discussed      •    773 

question  of  passage  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive        843 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    -        •        -        -        -     883 
Affidavits  and  Bail.    {See  Distriet  Courts.) 

Al^andria  Turnpike  Company,  Mr.  Lewis  pre- 

sented  the  petition  of  the,  referred  -        -    898 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  reported,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....    855 
(See  Mason^s  Cauuway^ 
Algfiers,  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitted a  letter  from  the  Consul  Gen- 
eral at   162 

copy  of  the  letter  transmitted      ...  1222 

Alston,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force     ....    821 

Anderson,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

and  committed 241 

Appropriations,  a  bill  making  certain,  for  1813, 

read  twice  and  committed       ...    676 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    844 
returned  by  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in    .        •       .        -        •  1147 


Pace. 

Archer,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  additional  Military 

force  bUl         ......    688 

on  regulating  the  employment  of  foreign 
seamen  ......    976 

Armory.    (See  Springfield^ 

Army,  Militia,  Volunteers,  dec,  appointment  of 
a  select  committee  on  no  much  of  the  Pres- 
ident's Message  as  relates  to  the     -        -    X4% 

Army  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  concerning  the 
pay   of  non-commissioned  officers,   dicc^ 
of  the,  read  twice,  and  committed        •     168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    198 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred   .-..-•    211 
concurred  in,  with  amendments  -        -    817 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  the  mora 
perfect  organization  o^  read  twice,  and 
committed      ......    468 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    481 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    804 
concurred  in      -----        •    646 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  better  regular 
ting  supplies  for  the,  read,  and  referred  -  1148 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .        .    *    -        -        -  1148 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  staff  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ......  llfiS 

reported*  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1167 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1167 

Astronomical  Observatory,  a  bill  authorising  the 
eetaUishment  of  an,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    865 

Attwater,  Reuben,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  dec.    ....    947 
reported  without  amendment     ...    994 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1080 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
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Babbitt,  Lient  F.  B.,  latter  from,  to  Captain 

Crane 1S36 

Bacoa,  Ezekiet,  of  Maaaaehoaetta,  appeared,  and 

took  hia  aeat 140 

remarka  of,  on  the  paj  of  the  Army   -        •    167 
lemarka  of,  on  the  bUI  conoeming  captnraa    861 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  regulating  the  employ* 
ment  of  aeaman    •        -      .  -        •        -  1023 

Bynbridge,  Captain  Wm.,  letter  ftom,  to  Uie  8ec- 
letary  of  tbe  Navy,  containing  the  report 
of  hia  captare  and  deatmction  of  the  Brit* 

iah  frigate  Java 1103 

a  joint  reaolution  from  Senate,  reqaeating 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  Stotea  to  pre- 
aent  medala  to,  and  his  officers        -        -  1163 
read  three  timea,  and  paased        •  -  1 164 

Baker,  Mr.,  British  Charge,  memorandum  of  the 

pcopoaition  of,  to  Mr.  Graham        -        -  1177 
Bank  <^  Washington,  a  bill  to  authoriie  the,  to 

increase  its  capital,  read  twice,  dfcc  -  439 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -*  •  -  968 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -^        •        -    SI59 

Barbaiy  Powers,  a  statement  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  expenses  of  onr  in- 
terconrae  with  the 680 

a  bill  to  continue  In  force  the  first  section  of 
the  act  to  protect  the  commerce  and  sea- 
men, d^,  against  the,  read  twice  -        -  1101 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  mo 

Barlow,  Joel,  correspondence  of,  ^itb  the  Sec- 
retary of  State        -        -         1346,  1347, 1349 
correspondence  of,  with  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano       ....        1346, 1248,  1349 

Bamatt,  William,  of  Geor^a,  returned  in  place 
.    of  Howell  Cobb,  resigned;  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 200 

Barney,  Commodore  Joshua,  Mr.  McKim  pre- 
sented a  petition  of,  relating  to  enemy's 
property  found  on  board  American  yea- 

aels,  referred 363 

piogresa  reported,  and  leave  granted  to  sit 

again     .-••...    863 
a  report  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meana       ....    864 

Baaaett,  Mr*,  lemarka  of,  on  his  report  proposing 
medala,  dbc.,  to  the  ofilceri  and  ctem  of  the 

frigate  Conatitution  ....  199 
on  the  reaolution  reapacting  exportation  of 

proviciona 318 

on  hia  resolution  concerning  impriaoned  sea- 
men       «149, 364 

on  the  hill  to  increaae  the  Navy  .        -        •  409 

apeech  of,  on  the  aame  bill  -        •        -        -  419 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  captorea  860 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  -        .        .        .        •  861 

on  thepri/atcer  penaion  bill       ...  863 

Baanmarchais,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Basaett,  the  vi^ 
rioua  patitiona  ol  the  hairs  of,  ware  relarred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claima    ...    430 
Bibb,  Mr*,  apeech  of,  on  merchanU'  bonda        *    339 
remarka  o^  on  the  report  of  the  committee 

on  captured  property  ....  863 
on  the  bill  reapacting  aeaman  -  -  -1015 
on  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  -  1083,  1120 
on  the  bill  to  suspend  non-importation  1091,  1111 
4m  the  resolution  to  lay  a  duty  on  distilled 
spirita 1104 
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BiUe  Society  of  Philadelphia,  a  bill  for  relief  of 

the,  read  twice,  dec  -  •  -  -  847 
a  bill  from  the  Sonata  of  the  aame  tenor  -  848 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  -  853 
read  a  third  timo»  and  paased  -  •  -  929 
Bigalow,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  Army  191 
on  the  reaolution  raspeoting  impressed  sea- 
men       350 

on  the  bill  concerning  an  additional  military 

force 468 

speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill        -       -       -   873 
remarks  of,  on  the  next  meeting  of  Congrem  V\XL 
Binnion,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  ot,  read  twice,  and 

committed 617 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        •       •    648 
Bioren,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Milnor  presented 
a  petition  o^  praying  the  patronage  of 
Congreas  to  their  new  edition  of  the  lawi, 

referred 1020 

a  bUI  authorising  aaubacription  to  the  same, 
read  twice,  dtc       .....  1090 

Blackledge,  Mr.,  remarka  ot,  on  Mr.  Quiney's 

resolution  respecting  fines,  dec       -       -    429 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  mqtion  to  call  for  a  roll  of 

officeis,  dec 511,  920 

on  the  bill  concerning  foreign  licenses  1116, 1134 

Bleecker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  -        -        .       .    619 

Board  of  Wardens,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Laoock,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tnrea  were  inatnicted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  con- 
firm the  act  of  the  State  of  PenmyWania, 
eatabliahing  a,  dec        -         •        .       •    958 

Bond,  Shadrack,  returned  to  servo  as  Delegate 
from  Illinois  Territory,  waa  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat 217 

Boone,  Daniel,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     -        ...    929 

Boatouy  Mr.  Milnor  preaented  a  petition  of  the 

merchanto  of,  referred    -        -        .       -    149 

Boonty  on  Enlistmente,  a  motion  by  Mr.  Con- 
diet  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AfiTairs  on  the  subject  of,  waa  nega- 
tiTcd 849 

Boyd,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  organization  of  the 

Army --492 

on  the  bill  concerning  an  additional  mili- 
tary force 534 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  non- 
importation aet      -        -        -        .       -  1991 

Breadstuns,  Mr.  Harper  (in  aecret  aession) 
anbmitted  a  resolution  to  instraet  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfoe- 
tures  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  flour  and 
other     -        .        ."^       ....    148 

Bnackenridge,  Rer.  John,  a  message  from  the 
Senate  that  they  have  appointed.  Chap- 
lain      ......        -144 

Brackenridge,  Jame«,  of  Virginia,  aj^eared,  and 

took  his  seat ......    145 

Brigham,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  merchanta'  bonds  •    379 
on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  militazy 
force     -        -        -        -        -        -        -    512 

Brilliant  Achievemente,  a  joint  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  the,  of  Captains  Hull,  Decatur, 
and  Jones,  twice  read,  and  referr^  -    394 
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BiiNbnt  AchievenieiiUh--eoD tinned.  Psff«. 

ordered  to  a  Child  r^tding  ....    464 

retd  a  ttkird  time,  and  passed    ...    464 
retorned  from  the  Senate  with  an  additional 

name,  and  concnrred  in  ...    908 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  of  the 
same  tenor    ......    908^ 

British  Impressments,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon 
the  Clerk  was  directed  to  cause  to  be 
printed  the  naual  number  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message,  dbc.,  in  relation  to  •    633 
British  Licenses,  dec.,  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to,  referred  to  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures     •    148 
See  {Foreign  Lieeruea.) 
British  Manufactures,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  a 
petition  from  merchants  of  Norfolk  pray* 
ing  release  from  penalties  for  importing, 

refemd 146 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  Richmond 146 

British  Officers,    conduct  of,  towards    persons 

taken  in  American  ships        .        -     '  •  1S36 
BurweUy  William   A.,   of  Virginia,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat       -        -        .        -        .310 
remarks  o^  introducing  a  resolution  respeet- 

ing  foreign  coins   .       .        .        .        •    609 
on  the  privateer  piension  bill      ...    863 

C. 

Calhoun,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  re* 

specting  merchants'  bonds      -        .        .316 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force        ..        -        -        -        -    608 
on  the  bill  concerning  non-interbourse        *  1111 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorizing the  admission,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, of  vessels,  dbc.,  from  British 
ports  beyond  the    -        -        -        -        •    430 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...    438 
reported  with  amendments         ...    466 
the  amendments  agreed  to  ...    864 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        .     865 
read  a  third  time ;  passed  with  amendments    866 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Reed  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  admitting  to 
entry,  dtc,  vessels  from  enemy's  ports  be. 

yond  the 861 

Capitol,  an  engrossed  bill  (under  another  title) 
making  an  appropriation  for  alteration 
and  repairs  of  the,  read  a  third  time,  and 

passed *  1163 

Captures,  a  bill  relating  to,  twice  read,  Sec.       .    431 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Affairs 861 

Garr,  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 138 

Castlereagh,  Lord,  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Russell    •  1163 
Certificates  of  Registry,  a  bill  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide  new, 
read  twice,  dtc      .....  1079 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed    •        -        .  1166 
Chacherie,   Lewis,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

rehefof 893 

read  twice,  Ac.  .....    908 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1020 
read  a  thinl  time,  and  passed     -        -        •1167 
Chaplains,  joint  reaolution  for  appointment  o( 

inteiehanged         .....    918 
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Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  a  ' 

bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  subscribe  for  shares  in  the,  read 
twice,  dec.      .        IP        .        .        .        •    993 
Cheves,  Langdon,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 188 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  concerning  mer- 
chants' bonds 216 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -        .        .        •    241 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  remit  fines,  dec.   •    460 
on  a  resolution  respecting  revenue  and  ex- 
penditures    ......    77<| 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force         .....    %%'j 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  captures  861 
on  increamng  the  Naval  Establishment  .  86S 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  869,  881,  886,  887 

on  the  Treasury  note  bill  -  -  .  .912 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries 

of  the  Secretaries  of  MTar  and  Navy  .  966 
on  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  1087,  1121 
on  suspension  of  the  non-importation  acts 

1091,  1112 
on  the  resolution  to  tax  distilled  spirits       -  1 104 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 139 

Clay,  Heniy,  (Speaker,)  speech  of,  on  mer- 
chants' bonds 298 

on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  military 

force 669 

remarks  o^  on  the  bill  concerning  captures  860 
on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Barney  .  •  862 
on  the  V azoo  claims  .....  1073 
on  exportation  in  foreign  bottoms  -  .  1163 
on  motion,  of  Mr.  Sawyer,  an  unanimous 

vote  of  thanks  was  paused  to  -        .        .  1167 
address  of,  in  reply  thereto        .        .        .1167 
Clay,  Matthew,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an 

additional  military  force  -  -  489, 497 
Clopton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  seamen's  bill  -  1029 
Cochran,  James,  .of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 149 

Columbia  Insurance  Company,  of  Alexandria, 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  &c.  -    465 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of      -        -        *     189 

Commercial  Company,  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, the  petition  of  the,  presented  at  the 
last  session,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
referred  to  the  District  Committee  -  -  217 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ......    414 

Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, a  bill  to  remove  the  office  of  the,  to 
Baltimore,  read  twice,  6cc.     ...    672 

Comptroller's  Office,  copy  of  a  circular  from  1266  1257 

Condict,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution 

concerning  bounty  on  enlistments  -        *    849 

Congress,  on  motion-  of  Mr.  Grundy,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  proriding  for  an  earlier  day 
fbr  the  next  meeting  of,  than  that  fixed 
by  the  Constitution  ....  noi 
a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 
of,  read  twice,  di^c.        ....  mo 

Constables,  a  bill  regulating  the  fees  ol;  in  Al. 
exandria  oounty.  District  of  Cciumbia, 
read  twice,  dbc 1015 
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ConstitutioD»  Mr.  Pickens  saluniUad  a  resolution 

to  emend  the 848 

a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  proposing  an 
amendment  of  the        -        -        -        •  1080 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  I08S 
Constitution,  frigate,  a  bill  making  remunera- 
tion to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the,  lor 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  British 
frigate  Guerriere,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        -        •    929 

Mr.  Tallman  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Naval  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
bill  granting  $100,000  to  the  officers  and 
crew  oU -  1101 

a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  of 
the,  in  her  action  with  the  British  frigate 
Java 1108 

a  bill  to  compensate  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the,  read  twice,  dec        -        -        -        -  1 1 10 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        •        -  1114 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -  1116 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  --..-.  1127 

agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in        -  1143 

a  petition  from  the  crew  of  the,  laid  on  the 

table 1126 

Contingent  Expenses,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmitting  an 

account  of  the 710 

Converce,  Royal,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed 469 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    922 

read  a  third  time^  and  passed     ...    929 
Cooke,  Thomas  B.,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat -     148 

Cumberland  Road,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  the  report  of  the  Seo- 
retaiy  of  the  Treasury,  concerning  the   •  1 152 

D. 
Dale,  Richard,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  6cc,  1055 
Davis,  Roger,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and 

,    took  his  seat 1114 

Davson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
eompei^sate  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
frigate  Constitution,  for  capture  and  de- 
struction of  the  Guerriere      .        .        «i     140 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  compensate  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  frigate  Constitution    952 
Decatur,  Stephen,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  reporting  his  capture  of  the 
British  frigate  Macedonian     -        -        -    361 
(See  Brilliant  Aehiewments.) 
Delegates,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a  com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  inquire  what 
amendments  are  necessary  in  the  act  con- 
cerning qualification  of  -        .        .        -    217 
Denmark,  papers  in  relation  to  our  interooune 

with 1201 

list  of  vessels  captured  or  detained  by  the 

eonrts  of 1209 

Deeha,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force     ....    823 

on  the  seamen's  bill  -        -        -        -        -    994 

Detachment  from  the  Militia,  a  bill  to  defray  the 
expenses  under  the  act  to  authorize  a,  read 
twice,  dec      ......     194 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -194 


Detaehmeni  from  the  Militia — continued.  Page. 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmests, 

and  referred  .»••••    241 
agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in        -310 
Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Bigelow  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to  the  quota  of      •        -        -  1169 
Distilled  Spirits,  Mr  McKim  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  impose  a  duty  on        -        -        -  1104 
which  was  rejected    -        -        -        -        -  1 105 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on 139 

District  Courts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing certain,  &c.     .....     914 

a  bill  to  that  efiect,  for  New  York  and  Vir^ 
ginia,  read  twice,  dec     ....  1016 

reported,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table      •  1080 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1101 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  niO 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments^ 
and  concurred  in   *..-..  1165 

District  Judges,  a  motion,  by  Mr.  Gold,  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  oU  rejected        -        -     150 

a  bill  horn  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect     -  1016 

considered  and  rijected  -  -  -  -  1017 
District  and  Territorial  Judges,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Poindexter,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  cam- 
pelling  the,  to  reside  within  their  respect- 
ive districts  and  territories      ...     149 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice,  dec.      -        -     155 

reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         ......    SCO 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  se- 
lect committee        -        •        -        -        -    901 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -        -        -        -    215 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    217 

Dixon,  John,  and  John  Murray,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  dec.         ....     393 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    861 

Documents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  a  bUI  was 
ordered  authorizing  members  to  frank  the 
Message  and  accompanying  ...     144 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  three  times,  and 
passed  .......     145 

Doorkeeper,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Turner,  the  Clerk 
was  directed  to  pay  certain  sums  respect- 
ively to  persons  employed  by  the    -        -  1 158 

Duane,  William  J.,  a  letter  from,  was  referred  to 

the  Military  Committee  -        -        -    710 

(See  Elementary  ExerdBefor  InfmUry,) 

Dnfour,  John  James,  and  his  associates,  Mr.  Jen- 
nings presented  a  petition  of,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     -        -    710 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  the  annual  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means        -    430 

£. 

EUetions,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee of       139 

Electoral  Votes,  ceremony  of  counting  the         -  1020 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate  proposing  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  respect- 
ing the  mode  of  meeting        ...  1080 
(See  CaneiituiionJ) 
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-  1029 


1075 

1076 

865 

1061 
1074 

473 

926 
943 


-     710 


428 


-  1298 


Eiem^itaTy  Exercise  for  lDlaDtiy»  a  bill  to  esttb- 
lish  tn,  read  twice,  dsc.  -        -        - 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     ... 
Ellis,  Samael,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  4tc. 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 
'  to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        « 
Ely,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional  military  force     .... 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  tha  militia 
remarks  of,  on  the  classification  of  the  militia 
Emott,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force     ... 
Enemy's  Armed  Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  to  encourage  the  destruction  of  the  1 128 
read  twice,  and  referred         -        -        -  1 127 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .^        ^        .        .        -  1168 
Erring,  George  Washington,  letters  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  1201, 1206, 1208, 1210, 1220 
letters  from,  to  M.  Rosenkrantz  1212,  1214»  1216 
letters  from  the  latter  to     .         1213,  1214,  1221 
Estimates  of  Appropriations,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  containing  his, 
referred  -.---. 

Eustis,  W.,  Secretary  of  War,  letter  from,  to 

GoTornor  Strong  -  .  -  .. 
Etwis,  Oliver,  Mr.  McKim  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  mill  ownen,  dbc,  remon- 
strating against  the  retrospective  opera- 
tion of  the  act  extending  the  patent  right 
of,  referred  -  .  -  -  .  .  676 
Exemption  of  Soldiers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency 
of  providing  for  the,  from  arrest  for  debt, 

Ac 

Exportation  of  Provisions,  dec,  Mr.  Newton  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  respecting  the,  in  ves- 
sels of  foreign  nations  in  amity  with  tho 

United  States 

the  resolution  was  amended,  and  the  House 

refused  to  consider  ft     -        -        - 
a  hill  to  prohibit,  of  certain  articles  in  foreign 

vessels,  read  twice,  dbc. 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  .--.-. 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Extra  Session,  Mr.  Orundy  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  an     - 
resolution  negatived  .... 

F. 

Finances,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasiiry 
on  the  state  of  the  .... 

Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  extra  session 
proposed        -----. 
Fines,  Forfeitures,  dtc,  a  bill  from  the   Senate 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  remit,  in  certain  cases         ... 

read  twice 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 404 

report  of  said  committee  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       ....    482 
reported  with  amendments         ...    441 
read  a  third  time,  and  paMed  as  amended  -    460 


145 


212 


-    214 


-  1127 


1164 
1164 

1082 
1090 


263 

1087 


393 
394 


Fines,  Forfeitures,  Ac. — continued.  Page. 
Mr.  Qnincy  submitted  a  resolution  of  in^ry 

concerning    ------  429 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -  438 

report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -  1283 

a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  remit  certain,  read  twice,  Ac       -  929 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  1066 
read  a  third  time,  and  rejected   ...  1061 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

twice  read,  and  referred          -        -        -  1114 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1 123 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -  1136 

Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to 

incorporate  the,  read  twice,  Ac.      -        -  197 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  211 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -  315 

Fisk,  James,  of  Vermont,  appeared,  and  took  his 

Beat       -        -        -   ,     -        -        -        -  139 

speech  of,  on  Use  pay  of  the  army       -        -  173 

remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization  bill  -        -  21 1 

on  the  bill  for  organizing  the  army     -        •  475 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force         •        -        -        .        -  490 

remarks  of,  on  the  proposed  extra  session   •  1086 

Foreign  Bottoms.    (See  Exportation^ 
Foreign  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
fixing  by  law  the  value  of       -        -        -    509 
a  bill  to  regulate,  read  twice,  Ac,      -    .    -    968 
reported  without  iunendment»  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -        .  1080 
read  »  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -  1081 

Foreign  Licenses,  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  o^ 

read  and  amended         -        -        •        -  1101 
read  a  second  time,  further  amended,  and 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       -        -        -  1115' 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  -        -        -        -1 146 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1 160 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of    933 

France,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  request  of  the 
President  information  concerning  our  re- 
lations with  1161 

a  Message  from  the  President,  complying 

with  the  request 1167 

papers  communicated  to  the  Senate  in  rela- 
tion thereto 1246 

Furniture,  Ac,  for  the  President's  house,  a  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Fiik  to  purchase,  negatived  1147 

6. 

Gallatin,  Albert,  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Cheves,  on 

the  subject  of  fines,  Ac.  -        -  1261, 1258 

Gassaway,  Henry,  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of,  concurred  in         -        -        - 

General  Land  Office,  reports  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  -        -        -        -      211,414,852 

General  Officers,  a  bill  providing  for  an  addition- 
al number  of,  read  twice,  Ac. 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs     - 

a  bill  reported  by  said  Committee    read 

f  twice,  and  referred         -        -        - 

Georgetown  Insurance  Company,  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the,  read  twice,  Ac     - 


968 


166 
211 


-    465 


-    861 
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Georgetown  Turnpike,  Mr.  Lewie  pretented  a 
petition  of  sandry  perMnsi  praying  per^ 
minion  to  eetablieh  a  tuinpike  to  tbe  lim- 
its of  the  District,  referred       ...  1074 
a  bill  in  pttisuance  of  the  petition,  read 

twice,  &c«     ..«..•  1101 
(See  Washington  Turnpike  Company  of 
Maryland^ 
Georgia*  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  to  rehire  and 
continue  in  force  an  act  declaring  the  con* 
sent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of, 
read  twice,  &c.      -        •        .        .        .    929 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1166 
Qeny,  Elbridge,  declared  duly  elected  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  TJnited  States     ...  1021 
Gholsott,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  next  meeting 

of  Congress -llli 

Glebe  Land,  Alexandria  county,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of  the,  twice  read         -        -210 
Gold,  Thomas  R.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 144 

remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution   -        -     149 
on  the  pay  of  the  army     -        •        -        -     1 53 
on  the  reiolution  respecting  exportation  of 
provisions      ......    213 

speech  of;  on  the  increase  of  the  navy        .    414 
remarks  of,  on  the  organixation  of  the  army'  474 

476 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force         .        .        «        .        .    485 
on  the  loan  bill  .....    896 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  non-im- 
portation        1111 

Goldsboroogh,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to 

raise  an  additional  military  force     -        •    472 

on  the  loan  bill  r 889 

speech  of,  on  the  seamen's  bill   -        -        -  1046 
Qoirernment,  a  bill  for  the  support  of,readtwioe    1020 
reported  with  amendmento,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  .....  1076 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasied  ...  1060 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 1147 

Gk>Teraors  of  Massachusetts  and   Connecticut, 
refusal  of  the,  to  furnish  their  quotas  of 
militia,  dec.    -•..-•     141 
Graham,  John,  (of  the  State  Department,)  notes 

from,  to  Mr.  Russell       -        .  1176,  1177 

Gray,  Edwin,  of  Yiiginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 286 

Great  Britain,  papers  in  relation  to  the  pacific 

overtures  made  by  this  Government  to    -  1173, 

1235 
Giiswold,  Roger,  Governor  of  Con  nocttcut,  cor- 
respondence o(,  with  the   Secretary    of 
War  in  relation  to  the  call  for  militia     -  1304, 

1807 
Grosvenor,  Thomas  P.,  of  New  York,  appeared^ 

and  took  his  seat 928 

remarks  of,  on  an  extra  leseion  -  .  '  -  1087 
speech  of,  on  foreign  licenses  -  .  •  1 134 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  exportation,  dec  -  II 57 
Grundy,  Mr.,  speech  o(  on  merchants*  bonds  -  355 
on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  military 

force -        -     600 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  leamen  -     960 

on  an  extra  session  -        -  1083, 1065,  1090 

on  the  bill  to  fix  a  day  for  the  next  meeting 

of  Congress-        .        .        ^        .1114,1120 


Hall,  Boiling,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ----..    139 

Hamilton,  Paul,  Secreyiry  of  the  Navy,  letter 
from,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Cem- 
mittee,  on  the  value  of  the  frigate  Guer* 

riere 197 

Hamilton,  Mr.,  of  the  English  Ministry,  note 

from,  to  Mr.  Russell  ...  .'U88 
Harper,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Ya«oo  claims  -  1066 
Hempstead,    Edward,  Delegate  fix>m  Missouri 

Territory,  was  qualified,  Ac.  -        -       -    509 
remarks  of,  introducing  sundry  resolutions    846 
Highland  Road  Turnpike  Company,  Mr.  Mitch- 
ill  presented  a  petition  of  the,  referred  to 
a  select  committee  -        -        -       -    153 

report  of  the  same,  concurrM  in        -       -    845 
Hodgson,  Joseph,  a  favorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  ^ 443 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims       -    847 
report  of  said  committee  reierred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        -        .       -   85S 
disagreement  reported,  and  laid  on  the  ta^ 

ble 1061 

Hollingsworth,  Levi,  a  letter  from,  to  the  chaimtn 
of  the  Committee  of  Conunerce  and  Man- 
ufactures      ...        ...  1011 

Hoteibrd,  George,  British  Lieutenant  Gotemor, 

a  proclamation  of  -        -        -        -       -1117 

House  iof  Representatives,  members  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the  -        ...    137 

adjournment  of  the,  Wne  (ire       -        -       -1170 
Hull,  Captain  Isaac,  Mr.  Dawson  submitted  a 
resolution  requesting  the   President,  in 
the  name  of  Congress,  to  present  a  gold 
medal  to,  &c.         -        -        •        -       -    140 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Naval  Bs» 

tablishment  -        •        -         -        .       •    141 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        •       -    148 
letter  from,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Navtl 
Committee    ...         ...    198 

(See  BriiUant  AMevefments.) 
Hull,  Balnbridge,  and  others.    (See  as  above.) 
Hyneman,  John  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        ...    138 

I. 

llUaois  Territory,  Mr.  Bond  presented  a  petition 

of  sundry  inhabitante  of,  praying  for  a 

land  office  in  said  Territory,  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     .       -    403 

Mr.  B.  presented  sundry  resolutions  relating 

to,  referred  to  a  committee     -        .        .     883 
report  of  said  committee  ordered  to  lie  on 

the  table 116< 

Importations,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
ported his  annual  statement  of        -       -    ^1^ 
a  bill  partially  to  suspend  tho  act  prohibit- 
ing, Ac.  twice  read        ....  1064 
(See  Non-^mportation,) 
Impressed  Seamen,  a  Message  from  the  President 

in  relation  to  ...        -        .    864 

Imprisonmentof  American  Seamen,  Mr.  Bassett 

ofiered  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of     -    349 
a  substitute  for  the  above  agreed  to    -        •    35$ 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  re- 
ply  to  the  resolution      *    .  -        -        •438 
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Increase  of  ReTenue,  correi^ndenceof  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  with  the  Seo 
retary  of  the  Treaeiiry,  on  the  subject  of  1380 
Indiana  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  ask  of  the 
President   information   as .  io  parchases 
made  for  the  Indians  of  -        -        -        •    463 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  divide,  read  twice* 

Ac 1123 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  ot,  praying 
further  time  for  purchasers  of  lands  in,  to 
complete  their  payments        -        -        -  1165 
(See  Public  iMnds.) 
Ingraham,  Nathaniel  G.,  and  others,  a  ^bill  from 

the  Senate  for  relief  of  -        -    '    -        -  11S8 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1 126 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time,    . 
and  passed  as  amended  -        -        -        -  1 165 
Invalid  Pensioners,  Mr.  Gholson  presented  a  bill 

concerning,  read  twice   -        -        -        -  1 126 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •  1 147 

read  aihird  time,  and  pasaed    •        -        -.  1153 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1170 

Iron  Wire»  a  bill  to  impose  a  duty  on  the  import 

tation  of,  read  twice,  dec.        ...    772 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        •        -    958 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        -     959 

J. 

Jail  in  Alexandria,  D.  C,  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  building  a,  read  twice,  dec.  •  197 
JaTAf  Britbh  frigate,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, communicating  an  account  of  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  the,  by  the 
frigate  Constitution  -  -  -  -1102 
Jennings,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introducing  a  resohi- 

tion       ..---.-     150 
remarks  of,  on  certain  resolutions  to  raise 
mounted  rangers    •        •        -        -        •    648 
Johnson,  Aichard  M.,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat 138 

speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  respect* 

ing  mounted  volunteers  ...     146 

on  the  pay  of  the  army  -  -  -  -  191 
remarks  of,  on  merchants'  bonds  -  -  216 
speech  of,  on  the  remission  of  fines,  dec  -  218 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  tax  distilled 

spirits 1104 

remarks  of,  on  the  day  for  next  meeting  of 
Congress       -        •        -        -  1114,  1120 

Jonee,  Captain  Jacob,  letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  reporting  his  action  with, 
and  capture  of,  the  British  sloop, of  war 
Frolic  -  -  -  -  .  -  -  -  362 
(See  Brilliant  Achievements.) 
Judges  of  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  disqualifying  any  of 
the,  for  holding  other  office  than  from  the 
President  and  Senate    -      .  -        -        -    217 


K. 

Kean,  Edward,  and  Aquila  Deader,  a  hill  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  dec.    -        •        • 

Kennedy,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  a  new 
member,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Kent,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force       .        -        •        .    774 


310 
855 

1124 
1127 
1166 


-    636 


-    943 
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Kentucky,  Mr.  MeKee  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of,  approving  the  meas- 
ures of  Government,  dbc.        ...    480 

Key,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  non- 
importation           -  1100 

Ring,  William  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   .        •        .        -        -    139 
speech  of,  on  the  seamen's  bill  -        -        .  1000 

L. 

Lacock,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization 

bill -    211 

remarks  of,«n  Mr.  Randolph's  motion,  ask- 
ing for  a  roll  of  persons  holding  office     -    511 

Lambert,  Williaip,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKee,  the 

letter  from  the  Secretory  of  State,  with  his 

report  on  the  memorial  of,  was  referred  to 

a  select  committee         .... 

report  of  said  committee  thereon 

Lapsley,  Samuel,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of  the  heirs  of 

read  twice,  and  committed         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Law,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force        ... 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Rhea,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the,  to  places  where  the  Indian  title  is  not 
extinguisfaed,  d&c  .... 

Lead  Mines,  of  Missouri  Territory,  a  bill  con 
corning  the,  read  twice,  dec.,  - 

Lee,  Reverend  Jesse,  election  of,  as  Chaplain 
Lee,  Washington,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  dee.    ... 

reported  without  atnendment     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 

Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  a  bill  concern 
ing,  read  twice,  dec.        ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      « - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    • 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    ------ 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  addition  to  the  act 
concerning,  referred       -        .        . 

disagreement  reported       ... 

the  House  concur  in  disagreeing,  and  ask  p 
conference     -        -        -        -        - 

the  Sepate  agree  to  .the  conference    - 

report  of  the  Managers  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede     -..---- 
Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the 

Licenses,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  o^  from  any 
foreign  Government,  read  twice 
(See  Foreign  Lieen»e$-) 

Little,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  army   -  164 

remaps  of,  on  the  organization  of  the  army  468 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  asking  for  a  roll 

of  officers,  dbc. 510 

on  the  Privateer  pension  bill      ...  858 

speech  o(  on  the  Seamen's  bill          -        -  1033 

Loan,  a  bill  authorizing  a,  read  twice,  dec.         -  847 

debate  on  the  bill  in  Committee         -        -  869 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  893 

read  a  third  time,  and  debated    -        -        -  893 

passage  of  the  bill 907 
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Louifiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKaa,  the  report 

of  the  Commiflsionen  of  the  Eaetern  die- 

trict  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  now, 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands 201 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  giving  further  time 
for  registering  claims  to  land  in  the  same 

district 71» 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  .  772 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed  1016 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  1061 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1074 
fetumed  from  the  Senate,  which  concurred 

with  an  amendment       -        -        -        «  1 1 16 
the  Senate's  amendment  agreed  to     -        -  1133 
the  committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  certain  claims  to  ^ 

lands  in 894 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  certain 

post  roads  in  .....  1123 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  11S6 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •1126 

Lowndes,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  merchants'  bonds  -    339 

remarks  of,  on  exportation  in  foreign  bottoms  1 1 53 

M. 

Macedonian  and  Frolic,  a  Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident transmitting  copies  of  letters  from 
Captains  Decatur  and  Jones,  of  their  re- 
spective actions  with  the        -        -        -    361 
referred  to  the  Naval  Committee       -        •    364 
(See  Brilliant  Achievements ;  and  also  the 
names  of  those  captains.) 
Macon,  Mr.,  speech  of,  o.i  the  pay  of  the  Army      182 
remarks  of,  on  the  exportation  of  provisions  -    213 
on  the  resolution  respecting  impressed  sea- 
men       •    850 

on  the  organization  of  the  Army        -        -    478 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force         ....     495,  747 
Madison,  James,  declared  duly  elected  President 

of  the  United  States      ....  1021 
Mail,  Mr.  Taliaferro  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  transportation  of  the,  by  steam- 
boats, &c.     -        -        -        -        ...    634 
amended,  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -    847 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post   Roads  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
amending  the  law  In  relation  to  trans- 
portation of  the 861 

Maine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Widgery,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  altering  the  times  for  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of 959 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time,  dtc;  read  twice       -    994 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -■       -  1011 
Manufactures,  Mr.  Newton  communicated  two 

letters  on  the  subject  of  protection  to      -  1011 
Maryland,  a  Message  from  the  President  com- 
municating an  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of,  referred  to  a  select  committee       -    804 
(See   Chesapeake  and  Delaware   Canal 
Company*) 
Mason's  Causeway,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  sup- 
plemental to  the  act  authorizing  a  turn- 
pike from,  to  Alexandria        ...  1123 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -  1127 
postponed  indefinitely        ....  1X46 


P«g«. 

Maxwell,  George  C,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   -        -        -       -       -    141 

Medals  and  Prize  Money,  the  Committee  on  Na^ 
▼al  Affairs  reported  a  proposition  to  give 
a  gold  medal  to  Captain  Isaac  Hull,  sil- 
▼er  medals  to  his  officers,  and  one  han- 
dred  thousand  dollars  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Constitution  -  -  -  800 
(See  Hull  and  Constitution,) 

Memorandum  of  a  communication  made  to  Mr. 

Graham  by  Mr.  Baker   -        -        -       -1177 
Merchants,  examination  of  a  committee  of        -  1259 

Merchants'  Bonds,  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means  on  the  subject  of        -    198 

report  disagreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole 8fi5 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  resolution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  -        304 

which  was  rejected    -        -        ...    364 
(See  FineSt  Forfeitures,  &c.) 

Message,  reference  of  the  President's  annual    -    143 
a  confidential  from  the  President       -      -   800 

Metcalf,  Arunah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

look  his  seat  -        -        -        •       -       -    188 

Michigan  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindex- 
ter,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  pro  viding  more  e£foo- 
tually  for  the  goTemment  of,  dtc.    -       -    196 

Military  Discipline,  a  joint  reeolution  from  the 
Senate,  authorizing  the  President  to  pre* 
scribe  a  system  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  U47 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        -        -       -  115J 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  11&7 

MiUtary  Establishment  and  Militia,  a  bill  for  the 

support  of  the,  read  twice,  dbc.       -       -  1109 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •>        -        -       -  1143 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       •  1H7 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  engrossed  bill  to 

extend  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating, 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  ^^ 

Militia,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  arm- 
ing, dbc.,  the  whole  body  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       -        -         -        -       -   916 
reported  without  amendment     -        .       .   998 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .        .       -    943 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       -    940 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  report  a  statement 
of  expenditures  under  the  act  for  arming, 
&c.,  the  whole  body  of  -        -        -       - 
report  of  that  officer,  in  obedience  thereto  •    453 
Mr.  Binsmoor  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  respecting 
the  pay  of-        ^        -        -        .-648 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  the,  called  into  service    T73 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  -  861 
report  of  inexpediency  concurred  in  -  -  ^^^^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  ibr  calling 

forth  the«  to  execute  the  laws,  dec.  -       '   7f 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -       .       -   8h 

reported  without  amendment^  read  a  third 

time^  and  passed    .        .        -       -       ' 
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on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempatoad*  the  Cammit- 
tee  on  Public  Landa  were  inatnieted  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  giviofl^  bounty 
landa  to  the,  of  Miasiaaippi  Territorj,  dbc  1089 

the  Preaident  tranamitted  the  annual  atate- 

mentofthe 1066 

Mihior,  Jantea,  of  Pennaylvania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  aaat 141 

qpeech  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  Army     -        -     161 

remarka  of,  on  the  exportation  of  proviaiona    818 

on  the  reaolution  reapecting  impriaoned  aea- 
men      -------    849 

on  the  subfltitote  lor  the  same    -        -        -    351 

on  hta  reaolution  reapecttng  the  inereaae  of 
the  Navy 861 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -        -     .  -     978,  881 

oa  the  bill  ooncemiolg  non-importation       -  1106 
Mint,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Saybert,  a  committee  waa 
^pointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
or  continuing  the,  at  Philadelphia  -        •     148 

a  bill  to  that  effect  twke  read,  dec.     •        -     149 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     149 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -        -        -     160 
Miasiaaippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindex- 
ter,  a  committee  waa  appsinted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  peo- 
ple of,  to  form  a  conatituUon,  dec.  -        -    146 

Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  bill  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form  a  constitution,  dbc ; 
reaa  twice,  and  committed      -        -        -     168 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ...        -        -     194 

read  a  third  time  and  passed      .        -        -     196 

Mr.  P.  presented  sundry  petitions  from  the 
Legislature  of ;  referred  -        -        -        -    861 

Mr.  P.  laid  before  the  House  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of,  approving  the  war,  dbc.    488 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  carry  into  effect  the 
report  of  the  GommiaaionerB  for  an  ami- 
cable aettiement  of  limita  between  (Geor- 
gia and-        ------    863 

(See  Yazoo  CUUms,) 

Mr.  P-  preaented  a  petition  of  the  Legiala> 
ture  of,  praying  a  grant  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  muakets,  pistols,  and  swords ;  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War        -        -    866 

Mr*  P.  presented  another  petition  of  the  same, 
praying  a  grant  of  landa  for  the  uae  of 
schools,  dec -        -  1061 

a  bill  directing  evidence  to  be  received  on 
certain  claims  to  land  in,  read  twice,  dec.  1 1 14 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     -        .        -  1183 

a  memorial  of  certain  inhabitants  of,  remon- 
strating against  any  change  in  the  gov- 
ernment of;  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  1168 
Miaaouri,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  a  com- 
mittee waa  appointed  to  inquire  what 
amendmenta  are  necessary  in  the  act  to 
provide  for  the  government  of        -        -    618 

report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -    939 

a  bill  allowing  farther  time  for  delivering 
evidence  in  support  of  claims  to  land  in, 
read  twice,  Ac.      ...       -       -  1061 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading 1080 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1088 
Mitchell,  John,  Agent  for  Prisoners,  note  to,  from 

Admiral  Warren 1340 

further  correapondenoao^  with  the  aame    -  1844 


Page. 
Mitchill,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  merchants'  bonds    •    236 
remarks  of,  on  increasing  the  Navy   -        -    413 
Monroe,  Jamea,  oorreapondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Russell-        -        -        -         1173,1176,1179 
letters  from,  i n  reply  to  Adm'l  Warren    1 1 98, 1 338 
Moon,  Captain  Richard,  of  the  privateer  Sarah 

Ann,  copy  of  a  letter  from      -        -        .  1339 
Morgan,  James,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 149 

Moeeley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  raising  an 

additional  military  force  ....    483 

Mounted  Ranger8,'on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the 
MilitaTy  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  raising,  for 
the  protection  of  Indiana  Territory  -        -     106 
reaolution  negatived  ...        -        -     773 
Mr.  Bond  presented  a  petition  from  inhabi- 
tants  of  lUinois,  praying  for  certain  com- 
panies of       -----        -    673 

referred  to  tiie  Secretary  of  War        -        -    710 
Mr.  Jennings  oflered  sundry  resolutions  in 
relation  to 649 

Mounted  Riflemen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  autboriiing 
the  President  to  cause  to  be  raiaed  ten 
companies  of         .        .        -        .        •    968 

Mounted  Volunteers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  Military  Committee  were  inatmcted 
to  inquire  concerning  an  expedition  of    -     148 

McKee,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  appeared;  and  took 

his  seat 148 

remarka  of,  on  the  medals  proposed,  dec  -  199 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  -  410 
on  the  resolution  respecting  distilled  spirits  1104 

McKewan,  Michael,  Mr.  Baker  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -----    480 

McKim,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  merchanta'  bonds  -  306 
on  increasing  the  Navy  -  -  -  -  413 
remarks  of,  on  the  privateer  pension  bill  -  868 
on  introducing  his  resolution  respecting  dia- 

tilledspiriU 1108 

on  non-importation  -  -  -  -  -1111 
on  exportation  in  foreign  bottoma  -  •  1163 
McMaster,  John,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  releaae  of, 

read  twice,  dec.  .  .  -  -  .  1081 
indefiiutely  postponed        .        .        -        -  1184 

N. 

Napoleon,  decree  of,  announcing  the  repeal  of  the 

Berlin  and  Milan  decreea,  dec.        -        -  1349 
Naturalization,  a  Meaaage  from  the  President, 
returning,  with  objectiona,  the  bill  paaaed 
at  laat  session,  on  the  subject  of,  referred    141 
a  bill  supplementary  reported,  read  twice, 

and  committed  .  -  -  -  -  168 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  -  167 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  464 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

tiiird  reading  - 1076 

and  again  recommitted       -        -        -        -  1076 
reported,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing       -        1101 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -        •        -  1110 
returned  with  amendmenta         -        -        -1170 
Naval  Establishment,  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  on  ao  much  of  the  Annual  Mea- 
aage aa  relatea  to  tha      .       -       •       «         1 
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Mr.  Milnor  •abmittad  a  rMolulioii  to  inereaie 

the 868 

a  bill  for  sapport  of  tho,  road  twioa,  and  or* 

dered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  676 
read  a  third  time,  and  paieed     ...  1147 

Naval  Inquiry,  Mr.  Cheree,  from  the  committee 
on,  appointed  last  eeeeion,  reported  sun- 
dry docnmenU,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy    ....  1166 
Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with 

a  statement  of  expenditures,  Ac,    •        •     16S 
ordered  that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiatrs 
have  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  increasing 

the 197 

report  of  said  committee,  read  in  ftiU  -  -  201 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor  -  893 
read  twice,  and  committed  ....  408 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 441 

read  a  third  time,  and  debated    ...    443 

Ptseed 449 

Mr.  Hall  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
into  the  number  of  officers  and  men  in 

the^  Ac 617 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  read  twice,  d£c.  ....  976 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  *  -  .1 147 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

read,  and  committed  ....  uqS 
amendments  concurred  in  -  -  .  -  1166 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  increase 

the,  read  twice,  d^c.  ....  loil 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1060 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        -  1061 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        .        .        -        -1 165 

Navy  Department,  papen  relating  to  a  reorgani- 
zation of  the  -        -        .        -        .        .  1893 
Navy  Pensions,  a  bill  proTiding,  in  certain  cases, 

read  twice,  dbc. 301 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  454 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  480 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  804 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        .  844 

Nevy  Yards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  was  directed  to  report  at 
next  session  a  statement  of  the  number, 
dtc.,of 1166 

Nelson,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm,  dbc, 

the  militia 946 

on  an  extra  seseion  .....  1O88 
on  foreign  licenses 1116 

Nethinger,  George,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  o^ 

read  twice,  Sec 1016 

New,  Anthony,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat .......     139 

New  Hampshire,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of,  ratifying  the  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution relating  to  titles        ...    430 

New  Haven,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  petition  of 

merchants  of,  referred    ....     148 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  placing  beacons  and  buoys 
in  the  harbors  of    •        -        .        -      '  -    361 

Newspapers,  the  Clerk  dirvcted  to  pncoMy  Ac  •    188 
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Newtan,  Mr.,  remaika  d,  on  aubmttttng  a  reso- 
lution reapecting  exportation  of  provisions    2 IS 
on  ooncunring  witfi  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  disagreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  con* 
oeming  merchants'  bonds       ...    36$ 
on  foreign  lieenses    -        -        -  1116^  1184 

New  York,  examination  of  a  committee  of  mer- 

chantsof       ......  1359 

Non-importation,  report  respecting  snspeasioB  of  1002 
Mr.  MoKim  presented  a  memorial  from  Bal- 
timore remonstrating  against  a  repeal  of 
the  acts  concerning,  referred  ...  1O8I 
a  bill  partially  to  suspend  the  acts  ooneern* 
ing,  read  twice,  dec.        ....  1064 

reported  and  debated  ....  1091 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        •  1109 
mad  a  third  time,  and  nassed     ...  1113 
Mr.  McKim  preeenteu  another  memonal 
from  Baltimore llio 

O. 
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920 
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862 
1116 
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Offsnces  committed  on  board  private  armed 

sels,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea  the  Naval 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
what  amendments  are  necessary  in  the 
laws  concerning     ... 

Officers  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Randolph 
moved  to  call  for  a  roll  of       -        .        - 
the  President  transmitted  a  roll  of     - 

Ohio,  Mr.  Morrow  preeented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of,  expressing  their  determi- 
nation to  support  the  Government  - 

Order  in  Council,  a  Message  from  Uie  President, 
transmitting  the  copy  of  an    - 

Owners  of  Privateers,  memorial  of  the,  commu- 
nicated to  the  House      .... 

P. 

Pacific  Advances,  the  President  of  the  United 

States    transmitted    further  information 

concerning  the,  made  by  this  Government 

to  that  of  Great  Bntain^  dtc  -        -        -     149 

Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  oiganizati<m  of 

the  Army 471 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force         .....    499 
on  the  seamen's  bill  .....    988 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  transmitted  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of     -        -        -    947 
Pensions,  a  bill  regulating,  to  persons  on  board 

private  armed  vessels,  read  twice,  dec    -    431 

reported  amended,  and  recommitted  -        -    854 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    S93 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    908 

Persons  holding  office,  Ac,    (See  Offictrt  of 

the  United  Slates,) 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Seybert  preeented  the  peti- 
tion of  merchants  of      -        .       .    149,  1&5 
Piatt,  Benjamin  M.,  the  petition  of,  complain- 
ing of  the  undue  election   of  ShadradL 
Bond,  as  Delegate  of  Illinois  TMritory, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections  -     148 
Fichens,  Israel,  of  North  Carolina,  iqppeared, 

and  took  his  seat   .....     139 
remarks    of,    introducing  a  resolution    to 

amend  the  Constitution          -        -        .    8M 
speedi  of,  on  the  seamen's  bill  ...  1066 
remarks  of,  on  the  next  meeting  of  Oon- 
gresa IIU 
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Pinekney,  Major  Ctoneml,  extnct  of  a  letter 

from  lo  the  Secretaiy  of  War         -        -  12d& 
Piper,  William,  of  PemuryWania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -...-•    847 
Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Coonect&eot,  appeared,  and 

took  hie  seat 138 

remarks  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  Army  -        -     179 
on  the  hill  to  raise  an  additional  military 

Ibrce      -        -        -        •        ..      .  460,1168 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....    621 

remarks  of,  on  the  loan  hill        .        .        •    885 

q>eech  ef,  on  the  same        .        •        •        .    902 

Plaster  of  Paris,  a  resolution  snbmitted  by  Mr. 

Kent  in  relation  to,  reieeted    .        •        .    941 
Pleasants,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  additional  miiif 

tary  force  bill         -      •  .        .        •        -    498 
remarks  o^  on  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress      1121 

on  foreign  licenses    -        -        -        -        -  1 142 
Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  granting  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  collector  o^ 
read  twice,  and  committed     .        •        -    538 
Poindexter,  George,  Delegate  from  Mississippi 

Territory,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat     -     141 
remarks  o^  introducing  a  resolution  -        -    195 
on  the  bill  concerning  district  and  territorial 
judges   .--•---,  200 

Porter,  Peter  B.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -    .    -        -        -        -        -    861 
Poet  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 

the  act  to  regulate  the,  read  twice,  dee.  -    58 
ordered  to  a  third   reading,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 1080 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amondjments, 

and  concurred  in    .....  1127 
Poet  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  -        -        -        -     140 
Poet  Roads,  a  biU  authorizing  the  Postmaster 

General  to  establish,  in  certain   cases, 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    454 

Post  Routes,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  establish,  in  certain 
cases,  read  twice    .....    393 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    480 
Potter,  Elisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 149 

speech  of,  on  the  increase  of  the  Nayy        -    444 
on  the  Treasury  note  bill  ....    908 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  non-importation        -1091 
on  foreign  lieenses    .....  1134 

Preble,  Commodore,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quinoy, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
ooncemittg  proceedings  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  1805,  ordering  a  medal  to,  dte.    -    403 
report  in  reply  -        -        -        -        -        -451 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        •    452 
report  of  said  committee    -        •        •        -  1 128 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  to  give  the  right  of,  to  certain 
purchasers  of  lands  in  Illinois  Territory, 
read  twice,  &c.      .....    454 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        -    851 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...     855 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      -        -    943 

concurred  in     -----        •    947 
Mr.  Bond  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gialatnre  of  Illinois  Tenitory  on  the  sub- 
ject of,  releired      -        •       •       *       •  1016 


Page. 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  eommit- 
tee  announced  from  the  Senate  to  wait 
on  the,  and  inform  him  nf  his  election    -  1021 

committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  ap- 
pointed ......  1056 

report  of  said  committee  that  they  had  per- 
formed the  duty      .....  1061 

a  bill  frt>m  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  -  -  -  -  1170 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate 
relating  to  counting  the  votes  (or,  con- 
curred in,  and  joint  committee  appointed  1016 

electoral  votes  for,  counted         .        .'        .  1020 
Private  Armeil  Vessels,  a  bill  to  remit  the  claims 
of  the  United  States  to  certain  goods,  dtc, 
captured  by,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1011 

reported  amoided,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  - 1081 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        •        -  1682 

Privateering,  Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, made  a  report  relative  to  the  ez- 
pedlenoy  of  afifordmg  greater  encourage- 
ment to         ......  1056 

Privateers,  Mr.  Mitchill  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  owners  of,  referred      ...     144 
a  bill  allowing  a  bounty  to,  read  twice,  &c.  1057 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  1166 

Prize  Goods,  report  on  the  petition  of  owners  of 

private  armed  vessels  in  relation  to  -    492 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    436 

Proclamation,  by  the  British  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor of  Bermuda    -        -        .        .        .  1117 

Public  Armed  Vessels,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  to  the  offioem  and  crews  of,  a 
greater  portion  of  the  value  of  prizes,  &c    994 

Public  Debt,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blackledge,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to 
report  a  statement  of  the  sums  paid  an- 
nually on  account  of  the,  dec         -        -     868 
statement  from  that  officer,  as  directed        -  1011 

PubUc  Lands,  apptnntment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of 139 

Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a  resolution  to  pro- 
long the  time  of  payment  on  -        -    150 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -    157 

report  on  the  several  petitimu  praying  an 
extension  of  time,  dbc  -        -        -        -    214 

Mr.  Morrow  reported  sundry  resolutions  in 

lelation  to  tbd  committed      .        .        -    215 
on  motion  of  Mr*  Hempstead  certain  reso- 
lutions were  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  of    863 
a  bill  giving  further  time  to  purehaseie  of, 
read  twice,  dbc      .        -        -        -        -    947 

ordered  to  a  third  goading  ...    958 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    959 
returned  fitHu  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  referred  .*----  1128 

agreed  to  with  amendments       -        -        -  1 126 
the  Senate  eoocur  in  the  first,  and  disagree 
to  the  second         .        -        -        •        .  1152 

Q. 

Quiney,  Jostah,  of  MaasachuseUsy  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 152 

^eech  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  Anny     -       -    167 
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Qnincy,  Josiah — continued.  Ptge. 

remarks  of^  on  the  impriioiunent  of  Ameri* 

can  seamen   ......     366 

speech  of,  on  merchants' bonds  •  •  -  381 
remarks  of,  introdaeing  a  motion  relating  to 

Commodore  Preble  ....  402 
on  inquiring  into  the  principle  and  practice 

of  remitting  fines,  ^c.  ....  428 
on  the  Army  biU  -  -  -  474,476,478 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force 540 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay  ....    677 

remarks  ol^  on  the  bill  ooneeming  captures  861 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm,  dbc,  the  whole 

body  of  militia  .....  943 
on  the  seamen's  bill  -  ,  •  •  •  •  1089 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  dis- 
tilled spirits 1104 

on  the  bill  \o  prohibit  exportation  in  ibraign 

vessels  .......  1168 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  subject 

ofa 188 

Quota  of  Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Bigelow  submitted  a 

resolution  on  the  subject  of  -  -  -  1169 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        -        -  1170 

R. 

Bandolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 149 

speech  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  Army     -        -     183 
on  Mr.  Macon's  resolution  respecting  cap- 
tured seamen         -        -        -      361, 352, 854 
introductory  of  a  resolution       -        -        -    610 
on  postponing  the  question  of  a  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force      -..---    678 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill  -        -        -    761 

lemariEs  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  •  886,  868 
on  his  resolution  calling  for  a  roll  of  officers^ 

dbc 920 

on  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the 

War  and  Navy  Secretaries    -        -        -    956 
on  an  extra  session    -        -         1084»  1085, 1088 
on  foreign  licenses    -        -        -        «        -  1142 
Rangers,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  President  to  raise 
ten  additional  companies  o^  read  three 
times,  by  consent,  and  passed         -        -  1056 
Redfiekl,  John,  jr.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re* 

lief  of 1016 

nad  twice,  end  committed  ••  -  -  1016 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

io  a  third  reading 1079 

read  a  third  time 1081 

Reed,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat          •        .        •        •        .    149 
Refusal  to  furnish  Militia,  correspondence  in  re- 
lation to  a     1295 

Remission  of  Forfeitures,  dec,  a  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to     -        •  1250 
Representative  Chamber,  Mr.  Dawson  reported 
a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  alter- 
ing, dbc  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  1148 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        •  1147 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee     •        -  1152 
said  committee  disdiarged         •        -        -  1152 
(See  CapitoL) 
Retaliation,  a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a 
hill  vesting  in  the  President  the  power  of, 
in  certain  cases     *       .       .       .       •    149 
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a  bill  to  that  eflfect,  read  Cwiee,  and  commit' 
ted -    161 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     153 

read  a  third  time,  and  negatived         -        -,  154 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  vesting  in  the  Presi- 
dent the  power  o^  in  certain  cases,  read 
twice,  ana  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations 1080 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -  1110 

reported,  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations     -        -      • .        .  1123 

again  reported  with  amendments,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole      -  1128 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading -  1144 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  1 146 

Mr.  Milnor  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
naturalized  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  such  an  act  -  1109 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 142 

(See  Jficrease  of  Rtventu,  for  tlus  action.) 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  a  statement  of,  and  ex- 
penditures, du:.      .....    453 

report  of  that  officer,  in  obedience      -        -    7TS 

Mr.  Stow  submitted  a  resolution,  on  the 
subject  of -     772 

Revenue  Cutters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tallman,  the 
Committeeon  Naval  Af&irs  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing 
on  the  pension  list  officers  and  crews  o^ 
wounded  in  the  service  ....  1079 
a  bill  providing  pensions  for  disabilities  in- 
curred on  board  o^  read  twice,  ^lo,        -  1110 

Revenue  Laws,  Mr.  Qutncy  made  a  Tq»rt  on 

the  subject  of 1144 

Revere,  Joseph  W.,  a  letter  from,  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures 1013 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  Standing  Committee  on        -        -     140 

Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  relating  to 

Territories 195 

on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  military 

force      -        -        •        -        -        -    468, 477 
on  Mr.  Randolph'^  motion,  relative  to  {gov- 
ernment officers     ti        •        .        «.  5i0y  1026 
speech  of,  on  additional  military  force        -     570 
remarks  of,  on  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  1 088 
on  non-importation    -        -        -        -        -1112 
on  the  foreign  license  bill  -        •        -        •  lld4 
on  exportation  in  foreign  vessels        •        •  1 153 
Richardson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  merchants'  bonds     286 
Richmond,  Virginia,  Mr.  Pleasants  presented  a 

petition  of  merchants  of,  referred    -        -     152 

Ridge^,  [Henry  M.,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat-        .....    144 
speedi  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 

military  force  .....  515 
on  the  seamen's  bill  -  -  -  v  "  ^^^^ 
Roberts,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  merchants'  bonds  256^  987 
remarks  of,  on  captured  property  •  -  862 
on  next  meeting  of  Congress  1084,  1 1 14, 1 121 
on  tion-importalion   .       .       •       •       .  llll 
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BobertooD,  Thomas  B^  the  crecIentiAlt  o(  as  a 
member  irom  LoQiriana,  wore  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Electione   -        -        •    430 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -    443 
speech  of,  on  the  bifl  to  raise  an  additional 
miKtaiy  force        .....    703 

remarks  oi,  on  the  bill  concemmf  non-im* 
portation       ......  nil 

q>eecfa  of,  on  the  bill  conceminf  exportation 
in  foreign  vessels  •       •        -       .        •  1158 
Rodgers,  Commodore  John,  letter  from^  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  .       •        -        *  IMd 
Ron  of  persons  holding  office,  Mr.  Randolph's 

resointion  respecting  a  •       •        -        •    610 
Rosenkrants,  Mr.,  letter  fromt  to  Mr.  Erring     • 

1818, 1814 
Rnsby  Richard,  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 

circulaTS  ftom        ...         1866,  1857 

RuaseUy  Mr.,  Minister  to  London,  the  President 
transmitted  copies  of  his  correspondence 
with  the  Secretary  of  State    •        -        -    168 
the  correspondence  so  transmitted      II8I9 118(^ 

1186,1189,1190 
correspondence  of,  with  Lord  Castlereagh,    1188, 

1185, 1186, 1189 
a  note  from,  to  Mr.  Hamilton    -        •       •  1188 

8. 

Sage,  Ebenexer,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 144 

8«lt,  a  Inll  to  encourage  the  manniacture  o(  in 

Illinois  Territoiy,  read  twice,  dec.   -        •  1011 
SaTage,  William  H.,  late  agent  for  seamen,  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secre^ry  of 

State -  1840 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Vice  Admiral  Stir- 

Ung 1841 

the  answer  thereto 1848^ 

Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 149 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  •    404 
Seamen,  a  bill  to  regqlato  the  employment  of 

foreign  .*.....  937 
twice  read,  and  reforred  ....  939 
reported  with  amendmente  ,  .  .  -  1015 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1088 
read  a  third  time,  and  debated  .  •  •  1089 
question  on  the  paasage  decided  in  the  af* 

firmative 1056 

retomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente.  1 143 
agreed  to  •        •        .       .        .       .        .  1147 

Seamen  and  Shipping*  a  bill  from  the  Senate  oon« 

earning,  read  twice,  dec        •       »        •  1101 
reported  without  amesdmenl,  and  ordered 
tolieonthetabte 1143 

Seybert,  Mr.,  remaxks  ol^  on  Mr.  Dawson's  reso- 
lution      141 

on  the  resolution  respectittg  Impressed  sea- 
men        860,368 

speech  ot,  on  the  bin  to  increase  the  Navy  -  406 
on  the  motien  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yaioo 

biU 869 

on  the  bill  to  regulate  seamen    -        -     940,969 

Shattuck,  Jared,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  See,  197 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  844 

read  a  third  time,  and  paiwed     ...  849 

Shaw,  Samuel,  of  Vermont,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 188 

18th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 45 
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Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 149 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  cap- 
tured seamen         .....    351 

speedi  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force         .....    680 

remarks  o^  on  the  Loan  bill       -        .    878,  890 
Shipping  and  Commerce.    (See  Seamen  and 

ShM/ping.) 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  <tf 
the,  reforred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means    -        -        -        -        -        -  1011 

the  report  in  ftili        .....  1877 

Smille,  Mr.,  the  death  of,  announced       •       •    470 
resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory  of     •    480 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Findley,  the  Speaker  was 
requested  to  address  a  letter  to  the  Execu- 
tive of  PennsyWania,  to  inform  him  of  the 
death  of -    609 

Smith,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat 138 

Smith,  John  Cotton,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary 

of  War 1305 

Springfield,  Mr.  Bacon  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitanto  o^  employed  in  the 
public  armory,  complaining  of  thmr  diirfran- 
chisement,  dec. ;  referred        ...    414 

Staffed  the  Army.  (See  Army  of  the  United 
State§-^m  8.) 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the         •    139 

Stanford,  Richard,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 138 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  District 
and  Territorial  Judges  ....    800 

,  Vice  Admiral,  c<^y  of  a  letter  from,  to 

Mr.  Savage 1848 

extract  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of,  to 

thesame 1843 

Stew,  Silas,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat      •-..-.- 


speech  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  Army 
on  the  merchante  bonds   - 


1087 


-  1898 


141 


138 

168, 161 

-    344 

on  the  increase  of  the  Navy  ...  480 
on  Uie  additional  military  force  -  -  -  806 
rem^ks  of,  on  the  privateer  pension  UU  •  868 
on  the  loan  Mil  -  ...  -  .  .  887 
on  the  bill  fixing  the  day  fan  next  session  of 
Congress 

Strong,  Caleb,  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  letter 
from,  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

Sturges,  Lewis  B.,  of  Connecticut^  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  -       -        •       -       • 

SufBcagsb  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bond,  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  inquire  if  amendments  are 

neceisaiy  to  the  act  extending  the  ri^t 

of,  in  Illinois  Territory  -        -        - 

a  report  that  no  amendment  is  required     • 

Sidlivan,  George,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared, 
and  took  his  leat  -        -        •        •       • 

Sunday,  a  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  to  meet  on, 
negatitred      -.--.. 

Superior  Conrte  of  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Poindextei^  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  acta  extending  jurisdic- 
tion, in  certain  cases,  to  the  -       •       . 

Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts,  opin- 
ion of  the,  in  relation  to  the  call  on  the 
Governor  for  militia      ... 


968 
1061 

1081 

1148 


-  810 


-  1301 
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Taggtrt,  Samuel,  of  MaasachuaetU,  appeared,  and 

took  hU  seat  ......     X44 

Taliaferro,  John,  o(  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

hia  leat 144 

Tallmadge,  Benjamin,  of  Connecticat,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  .....  144 
remarks  of,  on  additional  military  force  -  469 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  same  -  631 
remarks  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...  882 
speech  of,  on  the  hill  ta  arm,  4&c^  the  militia  9%S 
Tallman,  Peleg,  of  Massachosetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 847 

Tenitories,  a  bill  respecting  the  Judges  and  Del- 
egates of,  read  twice,  dec       ...    394 
a  bill  authorizing  additional  officers  in  the, 

read  twice,  ^c      .....    929 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1015 

read  a  third  time 1017 

and  passed 1074 

Tellers,  appointment  of,  to  count  Electoral  votes  1017 
Thompson,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  ol^  read  twice,  dtc.  772 
Timber  for  Ships,  Sec,  Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a 

resolution  on  the  subject  of    -        -        .    438 
Tippecanoe,  the  Committee  of  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  compensating  the 
owners  of  horses  lost  during  the  campaign 

of  the ,144 

Tompkins  &  Murray,  Mr.  Pleasants  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred  -        -        •        .  •  145 
Tracy,  Uri,  of  N.  York,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat     138 
Transfer  of  Moneys,  a  report  from  the  War  De- 
partment on  the     •        .        .        .        .144 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  1055 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of, 

read  twice,  dbc 847 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  908 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  919 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments ; 

referred  -        .        -        .        .        -  IIOI 

agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in        -  1110 

Troup,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  Army     163 

'  speech  of,  on  the  same  subject    -        -        -     180 

on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  mUitary 

force      -        -        .        -        .        .     475, 608 
on  his  motion  to  reject  the  Senate  bill  re- 
specting the  Yazoo  claims      -        -        -    856 

U. 

Updike,  Daniel,  a  bill  autSorbing  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -        -        .        -        -  '     .        .  1016 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1061 

read  a  third  time,  ind  passed  ...  1074 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  1147 
concurred  in-        -        -        .        .        .1 15s 

."V. 

Vaccination,  a  bill  to  encourage,  read  twice,  dec.    844 
reported  without  amendment     ...    968 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        .  108O 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .  1081 
Vermont,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  altering  the  times  and  places  of  holding 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict of 166 

a  bill  to  that  efiea  read  twice,  d^.      .        -    215 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        •    217 


i.t* 


99 


w: 


5J' 


Vincennes,  a  bill  confirming  certain  cUins  to 

land  in  the  district  of,  read  twice,  &c   • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

Vincent,  Thomas,  advene  report  on  petitioaof- 

Virginia  Military  Land  Warranto,  a  bill  exteii 

ing  the  time  for  locating,  read  twice,  &t. 

Virginia  State  Line,  on  motion  of  Mr.  NelK>ii,k 

committee  was  appointed  to  inqoiie  into 

the  propriety  of  assi^ing  bounties  of  Uzul 

to  the  officers,  &c.,  of  the ;  referred  to  1 

committee     -        -        .... 

report  of  said  committee  disagreed  to  in  tU 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -       -     • 
and  the  report  of  the  latter  concurred  is  •  ^ 
Wagons  and  Teams,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorizing payment  for,  read  twice,  &e.  •  li 
War  Department,  the  IVesidoot  transmitted  co> 
pies  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Got> 
ernors  of  Massachuaatta  and  Coonecticat, 
and  the  ...... 

the  correspondence  referred  to    -      1295  to 

War  and  Navy  Departroenta,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Johnson,  the  Committee  of  Ways  ud 

Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  allowing  to  the  Secretariei 

of  the,  the  same  compensation  allowed  to 

the  other  Secretaries       -        .       -      • 

a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read  t;rice,  Ac    • 

reported  without  amendment,  and  iodefi* 

nitely  postponed ^ 

Wftrren,  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase,  letters  fron, 

to  the  Secretary  of  State         -         1 1%  J^f 
letters  from,  to  Mr.  Mitchill,  agent  for  prison- 
ers          1240,  Itf 

War  Taxes,  Mr.  Little  introduced  a  rfsohitkn 

instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  ao^ 

Means  to  bring  in  a  bill  laying 

the  resolution,  after  seycral  amendmeots, 

was  negatived        -         .        .       .      • 

W^ashington,  Mr.  Burweil  presented  the  petitioo 

of  a  nnmber  of  inhabitanto  of  the  City  oC 

praying  a  chaHer  for  a  new  bank,referrf(l 

the  committee  discharged,  and  leave  granted 

to  withdraw  the  petition 

Washington  Turnpike  Company  of  Maryland,  1 

bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the,  to 

extend  their  road  from  Georgetown  to  tke 

District  line -  "^ 

read  three  times,  by  content,  and  paaied  •  nr 
Waterhouse,  Dr.  Benjamin,  Mr.  Smver  pr^ 
sented  a  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affirtn 
said  ciemmlttee  dlsdiarged,  and  the  petitioB 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    • 
Ways  and  Means,  appotnlment  of  the  standiDf 
committee  of         .        .       .       .     - 
West  Point,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  appiovi«7 
the  report  of  the  commissionera  appointed 
to  aeide  the  exteri<ir  line  of  the  puUe 
land  at  • 
read  twioe»  and  re£e»ed     • 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oideied 

to  a  third  reading. 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Wheaton,  Mr^  remarka  of,  on  the 
Army    .... 
speech  of,  on  the  same 
on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additioBal  miliMT 
force 
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Widgery,  Mr*»>raBMrk«  of,  ok  the  pay  of  the 

Army    ^       ------    178 

epeech  of,  on  merchants'  bonds  -  •  -  810 
reiparks  of,  on  imprisoned  seamen  -  -  364 
speech  of,  .on  increasing  the  Navy  -  -  417 
on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  military 

force 493,682 

Wiley,  Susanna,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

fte 1020 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -  1080 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1081 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment,  and  concurred  in  ...  116S 

Williams, David  R.,of  Soath  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 138 

speech  of,  on  the  pay  of  the  Army  '  -     166^  160, 

176,  190 
on  the  bill  to  remit  fines,  d^:.  ...  395 
to  raise  an  additional  military  force    -    460,  467, 

470.  478,  618,  678 
on  the  bill  authorizing  additional  general 

officers 1069 

Wilson,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ------     138 

Winn,  Richard,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 

aod  took  his  seat 149 

Wise,  George  S.,  a  noto  firom,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  a  list  of  twelve  seamen 
of  the  Wasp,  detained  on  board  the  Brit* 

ish  ship  Poictiers 1238 

Wright,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Dawson's  reso- 
lution   -        -        -        '        *        -        -     141 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Sen- 
ate's Yazoo  bill      889 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  -  -  -921 
on  the  bill  regulating  employment  of  seamen   968, 

1010 
on  the  time  tot  next  meeting  of  Congnse  •  1066, 

1122 
on  tuspension  of  non^portation  acts  •  1001 
on  foreign  licensee  «  --  -  -1134 
on  exportation  in  foreign  vessels         •        -  1163 

Y. 

Yazoo  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  cany 
into  effect  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
recommending  an  equitable  compromise* 
dec,  read       ..-.--    866 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands      860 
report  of  said  committee,  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    949 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  question  of  secrecy  with 

regardtoezportations  of  breadstuHe        -    142 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  on 

that  subject 143 

en  the  passage  of  the  retaliation  bill  -  -  164 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Army  pay  bill  -  198 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  enable  the 

people  of  Mississippi  to  form  a  constitution  196 
on  considering  «  resolution  opneerning  ex- 
•  portation  of  provisions  -  -  -  -  214 
on  taking  up  the  same  .  •  .  .  216 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  re- 
mit fines,  «c.  -  ...  -  403 
on  postponing  the  bill  fi>r  increase  of  the 

Navy 487,443 

on  amending  the  same      ....    440 
on  amending  the  bill  for  remission  of  fines, 
dec.       -        ^        -----    442 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -  442 

on  the  amount  of  bounty  to  recruits  -        -  •  471 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to 

organize  the  Army         -        -        .        .  472 

on  striking  out  (he  second  and  third  sections  473 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -        -  473 

on  postponing  the  same     .        -        -        .  479. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         - .       -  481 
on  striking  out  the  forty-seventh  section  of 

the  bill  to  raise  additional  force       -        -  771 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        •  843- 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Jared  Shattuck  -  -  .  .  849 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  relating  to  im- 
portation from  ports  beyond  the  Cape  -  864 
on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Yazoo  bill  -  860 
on  a  motion  respecting  captured  property  -  863 
on  a  motion  to  increase  the  Navy  -  -  869 
on  amending  the  loan  bai  864,  886,  889,  892 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  907 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Treasury  note 

bill 919 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  Mr.   Ran- 
dolph's call  for  a  roll  of  officers      -        -  921 

on  agreeing  to  the  same  as  amended  -        -    922 
on  Mr.  Kent's  resolution  concerning  plas*- 

ter  of  Paris 941 

on  amending  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia      -    942 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -    946 
on  the  rejection  of  the  bUl  granting  com- 
pensation to  the  crew  of  the  Constito- 

tioh «        -    966 

on  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 

War  and  Navy  Departments        -        -    967 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  subject  of  Virginia  bounty 
lands     -...•-.    969 
on  amending  the  bill  regulating  seamen,      IOI89 

1022,  1026 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -1027 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  jeading     -  1028 
on  final  passage  of  the  same      ...  1066 
on  final  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing  addi- 
tional general  officer*    ....  1060 

on  rejection  of  the  bill  to  remit  certain  fines, 
&c.        ------        -  1062 

on  granting  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  Yazoo 

claims 1078 

on  amending  the  naturahzation  bill    -        -  1076 
on  considering  Mr.  Little's  reaolution  re- 
specting war  taxes         -        -        -        -  1076 

on  adopting  said  resolution  as  amended     -  1078 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  relating  to 
captures,  ^o.         .....  \Q^ 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  raaolntion  con- 
cerning an  extra  session         ...  1086 
on  the  resolution  itself      -        *        •        •  1094 
on  amending  the  bUl  respecting  non-impor- 

Ution 1099,  1106 

on  the  reeohition  respecting  distilled  spirits  1105 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Inll  reapecting 

non-importation  -  -  -  •  -llOf^ 
on  recommitting  the  same  •  -  -  1112 
on  amending  the  bill  to  C4»ttpen8ate  Hall, 

Bainbridge,  &C.     «        -        -        -        -1113 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -  1115 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  alter  the 
-    time  for  next  meeting  of  Congress         -  1122 
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YMf  and  Nay*— continued.  Page, 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  reapecting  finea, 


&c. 


1186 
-  11S6 


on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  lame 

on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  foreign 

Uceniebili IH% 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  aame  -  -  1145 
on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  retaliation  bill  -  1146 
on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  foreign  ILcenae 

bill 1160 

on  agreeing  to  the  call  for  papen  in  relation 

to  France 1151 


Yeaa  and  Naja— continued.  Page. 

on  eoneoiring  with  tho  Oommittae  of  tlia 
Whole  on  the  bill  coneeming  exporta- 
tion        1163 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  conaenting 
to  an  act  of  €le<ngia      ....  1166 

on  the  final  paaaage  of  the  bill  to  encourage 
the  dealmction  of  enemy'a  veaaela  -        -  1168 

on  oonaidering  Mr.  Bigelow'a  reaoIntioB  re- 
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